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CHLAMYDIA, GONORRHEA AND INFECTIOUS SYPHILIS IN CANADA: 2021 SURVEILLANCE DATA UPDATE

       The COVID-19 pandemic reduced the demand for and access to services related to sexually transmitted and blood-borne infections, including testing.i This likely contributed to fewer reported cases of 
chlamydia, gonorrhea and infectious syphilis in 2020 and 2021.ii

CHLAMYDIA GONORRHEA INFECTIOUS SYPHILIS
In 2021, 104,426 cases of chlamydia 

were reported for a rate of 273.2 cases per 100,000 population
In 2021, 32,192 cases of gonorrhea 

were reported for a rate of 84.2 cases per 100,000 population
In 2021, 11,540 cases of infectious syphilis 

were reported for a rate of 30.2 cases per 100,000 population

59% of chlamydia cases were among females

Chlamydia rates were highest among 
females 15 to 29 years old and males 20 to 29 years old

63% of gonorrhea cases were among males

Gonorrhea rates were highest among 
females 15 to 29 years old and males 20 to 39 years old

65% of infectious syphilis cases were among males

Infectious syphilis rates were highest among 
females 15 to 39 years old and males 20 to 39 years old

Reported chlamydia cases and rates, 2012 to 2021
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Reported infectious syphilis cases and rates, 2012 to 2021

Year
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

R
ate per 100,000 population

N
um

be
r o

f c
as

es

12,000

10,000

8,000

6,000

4,000

2,000

0

45

40

35

30

25

20

15

10

5

0

Total cases Total rate Male rate Female rate

5X
The 2021 

total rate is

the 2012 
rate

Reported gonorrhea cases and rates, 2012 to 2021

R
ate per 100,000 population

Year
Total cases Total rate Male rate Female rate

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

40,000

35,000

30,000

25,000

20,000

15,000

10,000

5,000

0

140

120

100

80

60

40

20

0

N
um

be
r o

f c
as

es 2X
The 2021 

total rate is

the 2012 
rate

Chlamydia remains the most common reportable 
sexually transmitted infection in Canada

Antimicrobial-resistant gonorrhea 
remains an important public health threat

Rising rates of syphilis among females of reproductive 
age increases the risk for congenital syphilis
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