
 

  

Tax information for persons with a disability
Through the tax system, the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) administers a range of benefits and credits for 
persons with a disability or those who are caring for a dependant with a disability. By filing your income tax and 
benefit return by April 30, 2009, your return will be processed faster and if you are entitled to a refund, you will 
receive it earlier.  
 
Benefits 

• Child Disability Benefit – The Child Disability Benefit (CDB) is intended for families caring for a child 
under the age of 18 with a severe or prolonged impairment in physical or mental functions. The CDB is 
paid monthly with the Canada Child Tax Benefit on the 20th day of each month. The CDB, which is 
based on family net income, provides up to a maximum of $199.58 per month for each child eligible for 
the disability amount. The CDB starts being reduced when family net income is more than $37,885. For 
more information, go to www.cra.gc.ca/cdb.  

 
• Goods and services tax/harmonized sales tax credit – In 2007, we issued over $3 million in goods and 

services tax/harmonized sales tax (GST/HST) credits to more than 33,000 individuals. To receive your 
GST/HST credit, you must apply by completing the application area on page 1 of your 2008 income tax 
and benefit return, even if you received the credit last year. For more information on the GST/HST 
credit, see Pamphlet RC4210, GST/HST Credit, or go to www.cra.gc.ca/benefits. 

 
Federal non-refundable tax credits 

• Disability amount – If a qualified practitioner certifies on Form T2201, Disability Tax Credit 
Certificate, that you have a severe and prolonged impairment in physical or mental function, you can 
claim the disability amount of $7,021 when filing your 2008 return. The disability amount can be 
transferred in whole or in part if the person with the disability does not need it to reduce his or her taxable 
income. See lines 316 and 318 of the 2008 General Income Tax and Benefit Guide.  
 

• Medical expenses – You may be able to claim the cost of medical expenses for any 12-month period ending 
in 2008 (provided that they have not been claimed before) for yourself, your spouse or common-law partner, 
or your dependants. For 2008, your total expenses have to be more than 3% of your net income or $1,962, 
whichever is less. For more information about medical expenses, including a list of common eligible 
expenses, go to www.cra.gc.ca/medical.   

 
Registered Disability Savings Plan  
A registered disability savings plan (RDSP) is a plan that provides long-term financial security for a beneficiary 
who has a severe impairment in physical or mental function. The beneficiary named under an RDSP must be 
eligible for the disability tax credit. Contributions are not tax deductible, but the earnings generated on 
contributions are tax-exempt while they stay in the plan. When earnings are withdrawn from the savings plan, 
they are taxable in the hands of the beneficiary. For more information, go to www.cra.gc.ca/disability.   

Tax tip 



 

 

 
Electronic services – Quick. Easy. Secure. 
Millions of people trust the reliability and flexibility of the online services that the CRA offers—services that allow 
you to file a return, change your return, change your address, calculate your family benefits, apply for direct deposit, 
and more. For a list of quick, easy, and secure options, go to www.cra.gc.ca/electronicservices.  
 
Did you know that your benefit and credit payments, as well as your income tax refund, can be deposited 
directly into your financial institution account? To have this done, simply apply for direct deposit through the 
My Account online service at www.cra.gc.ca/myaccount. If your direct deposit information changes, please 
provide us with your new account information as soon as possible. You can also view your disability tax credit 
status and authorize a representative to act on your behalf. 
 
Help completing your return 
If you qualify for the Community Volunteer Income Tax Program and have a simple tax situation, a trained 
volunteer will help you complete your 2008 income tax and benefit return. To find a Community Volunteer 
Income Tax Program clinic near you, go to www.cra.gc.ca/volunteer, or call the CRA Individuals Income Tax 
Enquiries line at 1-800-959-8281.  
 
Multiple formats 
If you have a visual impairment, you can get our publications in braille, large print, etext (CD or diskette), or 
MP3, by visiting our Web site at www.cra.gc.ca/alternate, or by calling 1-800-959-2221. You can also get your 
personalized correspondence in one of these formats by calling 1-800-959-8281. 
  
More information 
For more tax-related information for persons with a disability, see Guide RC4064, Medical and Disability-
Related Information, or go to www.cra.gc.ca/disability.  
 


