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Releases

University enrolment
2008/2009

Just over 1,112,300 students were enrolled in Canadian
universities during the academic year 2008/2009,
up 3.7% from the previous year.

This increase was due mainly to the attribution of
university status to five colleges in British Columbia. If
there had been no changes in the number of universities
surveyed between 2007/2008 and 2008/2009, the
growth in enrolments would have been 0.7%.

Of the 1,112,370 students enrolled
in 2008/2009, 57.6% were women and 42.4% were
men. The proportion of female students was virtually
unchanged from 2007/2008.

Full-time university enrolment rose 4.0%
to 828,216 in 2008/2009 while part-time university
enrolment increased 2.9% to 284,154.

Provincial changes

Enrolments increased in half of the provinces. The
largest annual gain was in British Columbia (+33.3%),
due to the addition of five new universities. The second
largest increase was in Prince Edward Island (+6.6%).
Gains were also observed in Manitoba (+0.9%), Ontario
(+0.5%) and Quebec (+0.4%).

Compared with 2007/2008, lower enrolments were
observed in Saskatchewan (-4.7%), New Brunswick
(-2.8%), Nova Scotia (-1.3%), Newfoundland and
Labrador (-1.1%), and Alberta (-0.9%).

Undergraduate and graduate enrolment

Total undergraduate enrolment increased 1.2%
to 822,501. Women accounted for 58.0% of enrolment
at the undergraduate level.

In 2008/2009, 102,654 students were enrolled
in a master’s program, up 1.2% from the previous
year. Women accounted for 55.7% of enrolment at the
master’s level.

At the doctorate level, enrolment rose 4.1%
to 42,801 in 2008/2009. Men outnumbered women
in doctorate programs, but by a slimmer margin than
in previous years. Women accounted for 46.8% of
doctorate students, up from 46.3% in 2007/2008.

Note to readers

University enrolment data for 2008/2009 are obtained from
the Postsecondary Student Information System, formerly the
Enhanced Student Information System, and the University
Student Information System.

Enrolment counts for certain universities are preliminary or
based on estimates.

Data for the University of Regina are missing
since 2005/2006, but this has no significant impact on the trend
analysis at the national level presented here.

For the University of Saskatchewan, the definition of full-time
and part-time enrolments has changed. The registration
status for enrolments in 2008/2009 refers to the September
to December period. In previous years, it referred to the
September to April period.

Data are subject to revision.

The addition of five universities in British Columbia
contributed to the increase of students enrolled in
other educational activities offered in the universities,
from 92,823 in 2007/2008 to 119,796 in 2008/2009.

Fields of study

In 2008/2009, three fields of study accounted
for one-half of total enrolment. These fields were
social and behavioral sciences, and law; business,
management and public administration; and the
humanities. They have been the top three broad fields
of study since 1992/1993.

The largest field of study, social and behavioral
sciences, and law, represented 17.2% of total enrolment,
or 191,016 students.

Enrolment increased in almost every field. The
largest change occurred in the personal improvement
and leisure field, and the second largest in personal,
protective and transportation services. These increases
again were mainly because of the addition of five
universities in British Columbia.

Enrolment in mathematics, computer and
information sciences increased 1.5% to 33,219,
reversing a multi-year downward trend. This field
accounted for 3.0% of total enrolment in 2008/2009, the
lowest proportion since 1992/1993.
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Available on CANSIM: table 477-0013.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5017.

Data tables are available from the Summary tables
module of our website.

For more information, to order data, or to
enquire about the concepts, methods or data
quality of this release, contact Client Services
(toll-free 1-800-307-3382; 613-951-7608; fax:
613-951-4441; educationstats@statcan.gc.ca), Tourism
and the Centre for Education Statistics Division.

University enrolment by registration status, program level and gender

2005/2006r 2006/2007r 2007/2008r 2008/2009 2007/2008
to

2008/2009
number % change

Total1,2 1,050,225 1,066,905 1,072,488 1,112,370 3.7
Male 443,136 449,697 455,235 471,408 3.6
Female 606,720 616,953 617,022 640,674 3.8

Full-time1,2 780,567 792,768 796,245 828,216 4.0
Male 338,421 342,888 346,578 360,663 4.1
Female 442,017 449,721 449,526 467,442 4.0

Part-time1,2 269,658 274,140 276,240 284,154 2.9
Male 104,715 106,809 108,657 110,748 1.9
Female 164,700 167,232 167,499 173,232 3.4

Undergraduate level1 803,799 814,233 812,820 822,501 1.2
Full-time1 645,813 653,115 649,887 662,610 2.0

Male 272,145 275,022 276,216 281,985 2.1
Female 373,623 378,021 373,572 380,559 1.9

Part-time1 157,986 161,115 162,933 159,891 -1.9
Male 61,008 62,997 64,188 63,177 -1.6
Female 96,924 98,088 98,718 96,672 -2.1

Graduate level1 153,969 158,922 166,848 170,076 1.9
Full-time1 111,591 116,241 122,877 127,527 3.8

Male 55,974 57,672 60,012 61,662 2.7
Female 55,566 58,494 62,832 65,841 4.8

Part-time1 42,378 42,684 43,971 42,549 -3.2
Male 18,111 17,736 18,282 17,271 -5.5
Female 24,258 24,939 25,680 25,257 -1.6

r revised
1. Includes sex unknown.
2. Includes the other educational activities offered in universities.
Note: Enrolment figures may not add up due to rounding to a multiple of 3. Enrolment figures do not include the University of Regina.
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University enrolment by field of study and gender
2005/2006r 2006/2007r 2007/2008r 2008/2009 2007/2008

to
2008/2009

number % change

Total1 1,050,225 1,066,905 1,072,488 1,112,370 3.7
Male 443,136 449,697 455,235 471,408 3.6
Female 606,720 616,953 617,022 640,674 3.8

Personal improvement and leisure1 306 213 222 2,892 1,202.7
Male 105 93 102 1,167 1,044.1
Female 201 120 120 1,722 1,335.0

Education1 74,052 75,222 75,129 75,492 0.5
Male 17,694 18,018 18,105 18,051 -0.3
Female 56,325 57,171 57,000 57,405 0.7

Visual and performing arts, and communications
technologies1 37,443 37,830 37,800 41,859 10.7
Male 12,645 12,978 12,993 14,397 10.8
Female 24,798 24,852 24,807 27,462 10.7

Humanities1 170,355 170,916 167,664 176,817 5.5
Male 65,910 66,000 65,307 68,436 4.8
Female 104,409 104,892 102,327 108,336 5.9

Social and behavioural sciences, and law1 182,010 187,770 189,996 191,016 0.5
Male 63,555 65,316 66,441 66,918 0.7
Female 118,449 122,448 123,549 124,074 0.4

Business, management and public administration1 168,678 175,428 177,537 189,201 6.6
Male 79,248 82,992 84,333 89,547 6.2
Female 89,391 92,394 93,129 99,612 7.0

Physical and life sciences, and technologies1 90,441 92,328 93,372 94,113 0.8
Male 40,245 41,439 42,543 43,191 1.5
Female 50,190 50,880 50,820 50,916 0.2

Mathematics, computer and information sciences1 36,636 34,242 32,724 33,219 1.5
Male 26,682 24,912 23,844 24,135 1.2
Female 9,954 9,324 8,874 9,075 2.3

Architecture, engineering and related
technologies1 85,533 86,313 88,470 91,890 3.9
Male 67,551 68,025 69,912 72,504 3.7
Female 17,979 18,273 18,549 19,383 4.5

Agriculture, natural resources and conservation1 15,252 15,708 16,032 17,091 6.6
Male 6,768 6,900 7,029 7,434 5.8
Female 8,481 8,808 9,000 9,654 7.3

Health, parks, recreation and fitness1 104,748 109,176 113,157 118,941 5.1
Male 29,469 30,795 32,535 34,113 4.9
Female 75,237 78,336 80,601 84,804 5.2

Personal, protective and transportation services 1,761 2,244 2,217 2,823 27.3
Male 1,038 1,287 1,299 1,554 19.6
Female 720 954 915 1,269 38.7

Other1 83,007 79,518 78,165 77,016 -1.5
Male 32,232 30,945 30,792 29,964 -2.7
Female 50,589 48,507 47,325 46,956 -0.8

r revised
1. Includes sex unknown.
Note: Enrolment figures may not add up due to rounding to a multiple of 3. Enrolment figures do not include the University of Regina.
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University enrolment by province and registration status
2005/2006r 2006/2007r 2007/2008r 2008/2009 2007/2008

to
2008/2009

number % change

Canada 1,050,225 1,066,905 1,072,488 1,112,370 3.7
Newfoundland and Labrador 18,336 17,811 17,523 17,322 -1.1
Prince Edward Island 3,849 3,999 3,837 4,089 6.6
Nova Scotia 43,308 42,456 41,442 40,899 -1.3
New Brunswick 25,014 23,757 23,682 23,028 -2.8
Quebec 265,995 266,712 268,011 269,097 0.4
Ontario 431,049 440,604 446,196 448,467 0.5
Manitoba 39,615 40,119 38,964 39,306 0.9
Saskatchewan 20,622 20,604 20,607 19,647 -4.7
Alberta 91,665 94,131 94,659 93,774 -0.9
British Columbia 110,775 116,709 117,561 156,741 33.3
Full-time 780,567 792,768 796,245 828,216 4.0
Newfoundland and Labrador 14,994 14,547 14,340 13,968 -2.6
Prince Edward Island 3,318 3,372 3,177 3,336 5.0
Nova Scotia 35,388 34,656 33,699 33,126 -1.7
New Brunswick 20,601 19,617 19,317 18,666 -3.4
Quebec 168,552 169,872 170,760 172,425 1.0
Ontario 348,252 357,450 360,669 365,775 1.4
Manitoba 28,938 29,271 28,620 29,145 1.8
Saskatchewan1 15,756 15,729 15,735 17,493 11.2
Alberta 68,070 67,542 68,433 68,787 0.5
British Columbia 76,701 80,709 81,498 105,492 29.4
Part-time 269,658 274,140 276,240 284,154 2.9
Newfoundland and Labrador 3,345 3,264 3,186 3,351 5.2
Prince Edward Island 528 627 660 756 14.5
Nova Scotia 7,920 7,803 7,743 7,770 0.3
New Brunswick 4,413 4,137 4,365 4,359 -0.1
Quebec 97,443 96,840 97,254 96,675 -0.6
Ontario 82,797 83,157 85,527 82,692 -3.3
Manitoba 10,680 10,848 10,344 10,164 -1.7
Saskatchewan1 4,863 4,872 4,869 2,154 -55.8
Alberta 23,595 26,592 26,229 24,987 -4.7
British Columbia 34,074 35,997 36,063 51,246 42.1

r revised
1. For University of Saskatchewan, the definition of full-time enrolments and part-time has changed. The registration status for enrolments in 2008/2009 refers to the

September to December period. In previous years, it referred to the September to April period.
Note: Enrolment figures may not add up due to rounding to a multiple of 3. Enrolment figures do not include the University of Regina.
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University degrees, diplomas and
certificates awarded
2008

In 2008, 244,380 students received a degree, a diploma
or a certificate from a Canadian university, up 0.7%
from 2007. The increase was entirely due to the
attribution of university status to five colleges in British
Columbia. If there had been no changes in the number
of universities surveyed between 2007 and 2008, the
number of graduates would have decreased by 2.5%.

In 2008, 60% of qualifications, or 146,721, were
awarded to women. Women were awarded 56.4% of
the qualifications in 1992.

At the undergraduate level, 191,340 students
received a degree, a certificate or a diploma in 2008,
down 2.4% from 2007.

In 2008, 36,423 students received a master’s level
qualification, up 4.2% from 2007. Of these, 16,536 were
men, up 2.5% from 2007, while 19,881 were women,
a 5.6% increase.

Universities granted 5,421 doctorate degrees
in 2008, the highest number recorded since 1992.
Women accounted for 44.2% of these doctorates, up
from 36.1% a decade earlier.

The five fields of study with the largest numbers
of qualifications awarded accounted for nearly
three-quarters of all graduates. These are: social and
behavioural sciences, and law; business, management
and public administration; education; health, parks,
recreation and fitness; and humanities.

Among these, the largest increase in graduates
occurred in business, management and public
administration (+2.3%) and health, parks, recreation
and fitness (+2.2%).

Note: Graduate counts for certain universities are
preliminary or based on estimates. Data for the
University of Regina are missing since 2005 but this
has no significant impact on the trend analysis at the
national level presented here. For Quebec institutions,
micro programs and attestations are not included. Data
are subject to revision.

Available on CANSIM: table 477-0014.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5017.

Data tables are also available from the Summary
tables module of our website.

For more information, to order data, or to
enquire about the concepts, methods or data
quality of this release, contact Client Services
(toll-free 1-800-307-3382; 613-951-7608; fax:
613-951-4441; educationstats@statcan.gc.ca), Tourism
and the Centre for Education Statistics Division.
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University qualifications awarded by program level and gender
2005r 2006r 2007r 2008 2007

to
2008

number % change

Total1,2 216,240 227,085 242,787 244,380 0.7
Male 86,970 90,102 95,367 97,620 2.4
Female 129,255 136,941 147,381 146,721 -0.4

Undergraduate level1 173,541 182,478 196,125 191,340 -2.4
Male 66,279 68,985 73,812 73,557 -0.3
Female 107,250 113,460 122,280 117,765 -3.7

Bachelor’s, first professional and applied degree1 152,028 161,766 176,025 171,882 -2.4
Male 58,644 61,809 66,900 66,819 -0.1
Female 93,372 99,933 109,095 105,048 -3.7

Other undergraduate qualifications awarded1 21,516 20,715 20,100 19,455 -3.2
Male 7,635 7,176 6,915 6,735 -2.6
Female 13,878 13,527 13,188 12,717 -3.6

Graduate level1 41,445 42,777 44,823 46,794 4.4
Male 20,109 20,322 20,814 21,582 3.7
Female 21,336 22,449 24,003 25,206 5.0

Master’s degree1 33,012 34,152 34,971 36,423 4.2
Male 15,936 16,068 16,140 16,536 2.5
Female 17,079 18,081 18,828 19,881 5.6

Earned doctorate 4,191 4,446 5,010 5,421 8.2
Male 2,349 2,517 2,772 3,027 9.2
Female 1,842 1,926 2,238 2,397 7.1

Other graduate qualifications awarded1 4,239 4,179 4,842 4,950 2.2
Male 1,824 1,737 1,905 2,019 6.0
Female 2,415 2,442 2,940 2,928 -0.4

r revised
1. Includes sex unknown.
2. Includes the other types of programs offered in universities.
Note: Qualifications awarded figures may not add up because of rounding to a multiple of 3. Qualifications awarded figures do not include the University of Regina.
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University qualifications awarded by field of study and gender
2005r 2006r 2007r 2008 2007

to
2008

number % change

Total1 216,240 227,085 242,787 244,380 0.7
Male 86,970 90,102 95,367 97,620 2.4
Female 129,255 136,941 147,381 146,721 -0.4

Personal improvement and leisure 33 45 48 549 1,043.8
Male 12 24 21 234 1,014.3
Female 18 24 27 312 1,055.6

Education1 25,929 27,027 27,606 27,723 0.4
Male 6,432 6,486 6,525 6,633 1.7
Female 19,494 20,520 21,075 21,090 0.1

Visual and performing arts, and communications
technologies1 7,917 8,298 8,826 9,348 5.9
Male 2,577 2,625 2,886 3,135 8.6
Female 5,340 5,667 5,934 6,213 4.7

Humanities1 24,303 25,479 27,381 26,199 -4.3
Male 8,631 8,910 9,678 9,342 -3.5
Female 15,675 16,566 17,700 16,854 -4.8

Social and behavioural sciences, and law1 42,087 45,714 50,730 50,169 -1.1
Male 14,142 15,252 16,464 16,563 0.6
Female 27,942 30,462 34,266 33,600 -1.9

Business, management and public administration1 45,369 45,897 48,822 49,968 2.3
Male 20,709 20,961 22,950 23,448 2.2
Female 24,654 24,927 25,854 26,499 2.5

Physical and life sciences, and technologies1 15,675 17,055 18,915 18,627 -1.5
Male 6,558 7,071 7,707 7,944 3.1
Female 9,117 9,981 11,205 10,680 -4.7

Mathematics, computer and information sciences1 10,041 9,474 8,616 8,214 -4.7
Male 7,107 6,633 6,042 5,715 -5.4
Female 2,934 2,841 2,574 2,496 -3.0

Architecture, engineering and related
technologies1 17,976 18,579 19,527 20,142 3.1
Male 13,599 14,310 14,871 15,660 5.3
Female 4,377 4,266 4,659 4,479 -3.9

Agriculture, natural resources and conservation1 3,369 3,693 3,954 4,059 2.7
Male 1,563 1,623 1,692 1,788 5.7
Female 1,809 2,070 2,262 2,271 0.4

Health, parks, recreation and fitness1 21,876 23,916 26,253 26,841 2.2
Male 5,046 5,478 5,784 6,168 6.6
Female 16,830 18,432 20,463 20,673 1.0

Personal, protective and transportation services1 327 474 492 882 79.3
Male 192 282 264 480 81.8
Female 138 192 228 396 73.7

Other1 1,341 1,437 1,620 1,659 2.4
Male 405 444 483 507 5.0
Female 933 990 1,134 1,152 1.6

r revised
1. Includes sex unknown.
Note: Qualifications awarded figures may not add up because of rounding to a multiple of 3. Qualifications awarded figures do not include the University of Regina.

Steel wire and specified wire products
May 2010

Data on steel wire and specified wire production are now
available for May.

Available on CANSIM: table 303-0047.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2106.

The May 2010 issue of Steel, Tubular Products and
Steel Wire (41-019-X, free) will soon be available.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact the dissemination officer
(toll-free 1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497;
manufact@statcan.gc.ca), Manufacturing and Energy
Division.
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New products and studies

Statistical Methods Research and Development
Program... Achievements, 2009/2010
Catalogue number 12-206-X (HTML, free)

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or -XDE are electronic versions on diskette; -XCB
or -XCE are electronic versions on compact disc; -XVB
or -XVE are electronic versions on DVD and -XBB or
-XBE a database.

How to order products

To order by phone, please refer to:
• The title • The catalogue number • The volume number • The issue number • Your credit card number.

From Canada and the United States, call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries, call: 1-613-951-2800
To fax your order, call: 1-877-287-4369

To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Finance, 6th floor, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 5% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet, write to: infostats@statcan.gc.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website (www.statcan.gc.ca). From the Our products and services page, under Browse our Internet publications, choose For sale.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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