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Proactive Disclosure 

The Access to Information Act 
The Access to Information Act lays out proactive disclosure and publication requirements for 
Ministers’ offices to follow. The relevant provisions of the Act are:  

• That Ministers proactively disclose briefing materials upon assuming office (within 120 
calendar days of appointment). 

• That Ministers proactively disclose the titles and tracking numbers of memoranda (briefing 
notes) prepared for the Minister within 30 days of their receipt by a Minister’s office. 

• That Question Period notes, as prepared by a government institution for the Minister are 
proactively disclosed within 30 calendar days following last sitting day in June and 
December. 

• That briefing materials for parliamentary appearances by the Minister be proactively 
disclosed within 120 calendar days after their appearance. 

Proactive publication does not require the release of information that would normally be withheld in 
response to an access to information request. 

Proactive Disclosure 
The proactive disclosure and publication requirements will affect all the contents of this transition 
Corporate Book and the accompanying transition materials the Minister will receive on his/her date 
of appointment. In the past, the Department has published transition material on the internet and the 
Environment and Climate Change Canada website to make it available to the public.   
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ENVIRONMENT AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE CANADA
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HISTORY
• 1871 – Establishment of Meteorological Service of 

Canada (original name when created)

• 1885 – Establishment of Canada’s 1st National 
Park (Banff)

• 1908 – Water Survey of Canada created

• 1917 – Migratory Birds Convention enacted

• 1947 – Canadian Wildlife Service created

• 1971 – Department of the Environment Act
enacted establishing Environment Canada

• 1992 – Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 
enacted

• 1999 – Canadian Environmental Protection Act 
enacted

• 2002 – Species at Risk Act enacted

• 2008 – Federal Sustainable Development Act 
enacted

• 2012 – Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 
enacted

• 2015 – Environment Canada renamed 
Environment and Climate Change Canada (not a 
legislated change)

• 2019 – New Impact Assessment Act (replaces 
Canadian Environment Assessment Act, 2012) 
enacted

Two Crown agencies also fall within the ECCC portfolio:

• Parks Canada Agency (PCA) (established 1911)
• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) (formerly Canadian Environment 

Assessment Agency, established 2019)
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• Under the Department of the Environment Act, the powers, duties and functions of 
the Minister of Environment and Climate Change extend to such matters as:

• the preservation and enhancement of the quality of the natural environment, 
including water, air and soil quality; and the coordination of the relevant policies 
and programs of the Government of Canada;

• renewable resources, including migratory birds and other non-domestic flora 
and fauna;

• meteorology; and,
• the enforcement of rules and regulations.

• The Department delivers its mandate through other acts and regulations such as the 
Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA, 1999) the pollution prevention 
provisions of the Fisheries Act, the Federal Sustainable Development Act, the 
Species at Risk Act, the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994, the Canada Wildlife 
Act, the Wild Animal and Plant Protection and Regulation of International and 
Interprovincial Trade Act and the Antarctic Environmental Protection Act



THIS MEANS
• Given shared jurisdiction, working in partnership with provinces and territories as well 

as Indigenous Peoples and other key actors to achieve outcomes and results

• Managing science-based research, policy and regulatory development

• Engaging internationally to better inform and deliver on domestic and international 
efforts
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CURRENT PRIORITIES
• Efforts around climate change, preventing and managing pollution and conserving 

nature

• Provision of services to Canadians including predicting weather and environmental 
conditions

• Enforcement of environmental laws and regulations

• Contribute to the broader federal, national and global effort related to sustainable 
development
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24/7 OPERATIONS
• Weather and environmental forecasts for the public, federal, provincial, territorial and 

municipal governments, and key clients in the private sector:
• Storm prediction
• Aviation weather prediction
• Military weather prediction
• Canadian Ice Service for sea conditions and the Canadian Coast Guard
• Automated Dissemination systems – weather, climate, water web sites, mobile 

app
• Weather and environmental modelling to support disaster response
• Continuous monitoring of weather conditions using radars, satellites, and 

automated systems
• Enforcement Operations

• Officers available 24/7 to respond to violations or incidents such as major spills 
and to inspect time-sensitive shipments of regulated species and goods

• The National Environmental Emergencies Centre (NEEC)
• Responds and coordinates expert advice with regards to environmental 

emergencies, and is integrated within the overall Government of Canada 
approach to emergency management
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About Environment and Climate Change Canada 
The Environment Portfolio for which the Minister of the Environment and Climate Change is 
responsible consists of three organizations: Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC), 
Parks Canada Agency (PCA), and the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC). This book 
provides an overview of ECCC (further information for Parks Canada Agency and the Impact 
Assessment Agency of Canada is being provided by those organizations). Where appropriate, 
shared responsibilities and activities within the Portfolio have been highlighted. 

Environment and Climate Change Canada, was established in 1971 under the Department of the 
Environment Act. Although officially established in 1971, many of the component agencies or 
branches that make up the current Department were established well before that date, for example, 
the Canadian Wildlife Service was founded in 1947 and the Meteorological Service of Canada in 
1871.  

The Department consists of 7,1621 public servants spread out over the country in over 100 offices, 
laboratories and warehouses with the largest concentration of employees in the National Capital 
Region (44%). The Department is organized as a typical line department with a Deputy Minister, an 
Associate Deputy Minister, and several Assistant Deputy Ministers that have numerous Directorates 
and Divisions reporting to them. Although primarily a science-based department, ECCC staff 
positions consist of scientists, enforcement officers, meteorologists, economists, lawyers, 
administrative, communications, finance and human resource professionals.    

The Department of the Environment Act confers powers, duties and functions on the Minister which 
extend to matters relating to: 

• the preservation and enhancement of the quality of the natural environment, including 
water, air and soil; 

• renewable resources, including migratory birds and other non-domestic flora and fauna; 
• water; 
• meteorology; and 
• the enforcement of any rules and regulations made by the International Joint 

Commission relating to boundary waters, and questions arising between the United 
States and Canada related to the preservation and enhancement of the quality of the 
natural environment. 

The Minister of the Environment and Climate Change exercises additional authorities under other 
acts and regulations including, but not limited to, the Canadian Environmental Protection Act 
(CEPA), the Fisheries Act Pollution Prevention Provisions, the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing 
Act (GGPPA), and several pieces of legislation relating to the protection of biodiversity and water 
(e.g., the Species at Risk Act). The constitutional authority of federal environmental legislation is 
founded on criminal law, as well as the principles of peace, order and good government and on 
federal constitutional powers such as international borders, international relations, trade and 
commerce, navigation and shipping, seacoasts and fisheries. Provincial environmental laws are 
based on provincial constitutional powers such as over municipalities, provincially owned (public) 
lands and natural resources. Territorial governments exercise delegated powers under the authority 
of the Parliament of Canada although the process of devolving province-like responsibilities from the 
federal government is ongoing with agreements finalized with the Yukon (2001), the Northwest 
Territories (2014) and continued negotiations with Nunavut.  

                                                                 
1 Data w as extracted as of September 30, 2019 from My GCHR. Data includes indeterminate and term employees greater than 
three months, seasonal employees, employees on leave w ith (seconded out) or w ithout pay, and is based on the employee’s 
substantive position.  
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As one of the Government of Canada’s most active regulators, the ECCC regulatory portfolio 
addresses such issues as toxic chemicals, air pollutants, greenhouse gas emissions, effluent, 
migratory birds and species at risk. The Statutory Instruments Act provides the main legal 
framework for the regulatory process with the development of regulations within ECCC typically 
involving policy approval (either by the Minister or Cabinet), consultations with interested parties 
throughout the regulatory development cycle, preparation of drafting instructions, economic 
analysis, enforcement advice, legal advice and the drafting of the actual text of the regulation. 
Proposed regulations are then published in the Canada Gazette, Part I, to solicit input from the 
public on the text of the regulation. Final regulations are published in the Canada Gazette, Part II. 

As was previously mentioned, responsibility for the environment is a shared jurisdiction among the 
Federal, Provincial, and Territorial governments (FPT). Federal-Provincial-Territorial relations are 
key to making progress on complex issues that do not respect borders both within and beyond the 
country. Climate change, water quality, air quality, enforcement of environmental laws and 
regulations, and protection and conservation issues, all rest upon good working relations with our 
provincial and territorial partners. These working relations, either bilateral or multilateral, are 
facilitated by formal engagement mechanisms at the Minister, Deputy Minister, Assistant Deputy 
Minister, and technical/working levels. Bilateral discussions are the most frequent and usually focus 
on specific issues unique to the province or territory in question.    

The main multilateral forum for FPT discussions is the Canadian Council of Ministers of the 
Environment (CCME). Made up of the Federal, and all 13 provincial and territorial governments, the 
CCME usually meets once a year (last met in June of 2019) to discuss national environmental 
priorities and provide medium and long-term strategic direction on shared issues.  

Ministers (both with responsibilities for conservation, wildlife and biodiversity (CWB) and for parks 
and protected areas) also meet on an ad hoc basis to discuss CWB issues with the last meeting 
occurring in June of 2018. Issues included discussions on the targets under the Biodiversity Goals 
and Targets for Canada, advancing park agendas and the endorsement of efforts to manage various 
wildlife diseases.  

The borderless nature of environmental issues is also tightly bound with the economy including the 
movement of trade, people, capital and information. International cooperation thus plays an 
important role whereby Canada regularly works or partners with international institutions and non-
governmental organizations either on a multilateral or bilateral basis. The United Nations and its 
institutions, bodies and agreements represent the primary fora for multilateral engagement with the 
international community although the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD), multilateral development banks, as well as the Group of 7 and the Group of 20, also play 
actively.  

Priority international issues include climate change, biodiversity, pollution, chemicals management 
and weather. Within the policy realm, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) serves as a key vehicle for advancing climate action initiatives including the Paris 
Agreement agreed to in 2015. Canada also shares its extensive climate change science expertise 
and contributes to further research with the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC).  

On biodiversity, Canada is a party to the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
which is the main international forum on issues related to biodiversity and conservation. In addition, 
Canada is a Party to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora 
and Fauna (CITES) and the International Criminal Police Organization’s (INTERPOL) – Wildlife 
Crime Working Group. As well as playing an important role on air pollution (Convention on Long-
range Transboundary Air Pollution (CLRTAP)) and chemicals management (e.g., Minamata 
Convention on Mercury), the Department is an international leader in the provision of meteorological 
services, sharing both expertise and data. As weather predictions beyond 2 days require 



  Tab 1 – a 
 

3 
 

international data, ECCC has been highly supportive of the World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO) and the Group on Earth Observations (GEO). 

Recently, Canada has also advanced and supported environmental initiatives in the G7 and G20. As 
G7 President in 2018, Canada featured climate change, oceans and clean energy on the group’s 
agenda. Canada also championed efforts to prevent plastic waste from entering the oceans, address 
plastic waste on shorelines, and better manage existing plastic resources. 

Bilateral and regional engagement is also an important feature of Canada’s international efforts. 
Within North America, Canada, the United States and Mexico work jointly on issues such as climate 
change, clean growth and sustainable communities and ecosystems through the Commission for 
Environmental Cooperation (CEC) and the North American Agreement on Environmental 
Cooperation (NAAEC). With our chief partner on environmental cooperation, the United States, a 
number of bilateral agreements have been struck including on transboundary air pollution, water 
quality issues and the protection of wildlife. The primary organization for Canada/United States 
bilateral transboundary discussions is the International Joint Commission (IJC).  

Finally, Canada also has bilateral environmental relationships and agreements with the European 
Union (EU) and China and a host of other regional or country-specific free trade agreements such as 
the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) (the Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement 
(CUSMA) has yet to be ratified by Canada and the United States).  

Domestically, the Department consults and partners with a number of non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), national Indigenous representatives and industry organizations to ensure all 
perspectives are included in the development of environmental policies and regulations. Examples of 
said organizations include the Canadian Wildlife Federation, Ducks Unlimited Canada, Équiterre, the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities, Pembina, Nature Canada, and the International Institute for 
Sustainable Development. These organizations provide different perspectives on environmental 
issues and their participation results in more rigorous legislation and laws.  

Key to making progress on environmental issues are our Indigenous partners. In many cases, given 
their close relationship to the land and water, Indigenous peoples and communities provide critical 
insights and bring Indigenous knowledge to bear on issues thereby ensuring a more balanced and 
sustainable approach to local, regional, national and international issues. In addition, the Department 
works very closely with the national-level organizations and governments who help to advocate on 
behalf of First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples. Among the most prominent of these partners is the 
Assembly of First Nations (AFN), which advocates on behalf of more than 900,000 people living in 
634 First Nation communities. Its mandate is to protect and promote the social, environmental, legal 
and cultural interests of First Nations. The Métis National Council (MNC) is the democratically 
elected national representative body for the Métis Nation and represents the interests of distinct 
Métis communities from Ontario westward. Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK) is the representative 
organization that protects and advances the rights and interests of Inuit peoples and culture across 
Canada. All three organizations have been key interlocutors on such environmental issues as 
climate change in the form of the Pan-Canadian Framework on Climate Change (PCF), biodiversity 
and environmental assessments.  

In addition to the AFN, MNC and ITK, there are several other important organizations such as the 
Inuit Circumpolar Council of Canada (ICC-C), the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples (CAP) and the 
Native Women’s Association of Canada (NWAC) that have provided, and continue to provide, input 
into the full range of environmental issues at the regional, national and international levels. 

Finally, industry associations play an important role in providing their views on the effects of 
environmental legislation and regulations to ensure that the important balance between the 
environment and the economy is maintained. ECCC engages with associations from every sector of 
the economy at the local, regional, national and international level. Their insights and unique 
knowledge of specific industrial processes and their highly competitive markets, is critical to 
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developing and implementing regulations that both protect the environment while at the same time 
not hindering their competitiveness.    

While the legislative and regulatory tools have been well established within the Department, there 
are several key processes that both facilitate and support the establishment of environmental 
priorities and policies. 

Chief among these is the formalized Cabinet Decision-Making process. The role of Cabinet is to 
secure agreement among Ministers, provide a forum for debate, and ensure that Ministers and the 
Prime Minister have the necessary information to take decisions.  

New policy directions are usually communicated to Cabinet utilizing a Memorandum to Cabinet 
(MC), which lays out the background, rationale and recommended policy approach. MCs are signed 
by the responsible Minister(s) and are usually presented to a Policy Committee first, before receiving 
a final decision at the Prime Minister’s Executive Committee. Within ECCC, the Cabinet Affairs 
Division ensures the proper flow of Cabinet communications and that the necessary information is 
present for submission to the Privy Council Office (PCO) and later to the appropriate Cabinet 
Committee. 

If a cabinet decision (or a Record of Decision (RD)) requires a further decision, such as funding for 
implementation purposes, the Treasury Board (an Executive Committee), reviews the item to 
determine if it is to be accorded the necessary funding for implementation. This Committee is also 
usually responsible for financial, personnel and administrative management, comptrollership and, 
approving regulations and most Orders-in-Council (OiC). Requests for decisions or authorities are 
usually communicated to the Treasury Board using a Treasury Board Submission (TB Sub).   

Also important is the Federal Budget process. The Federal Budget outlines the government’s fiscal, 
social and economic policies and priorities. The Budget process is managed by the Department of 
Finance who evaluates proposals based on funding for new government priorities, renewal of 
sunsetting funding and, funding to address program integrity issues.  

The Governor in Council (GiC) and the Ministerial Appointments processes are key to a Minister 
fulfilling their mandate. In addition to making nominations in support of 28 GiC appointments, the 
ECCC Minister is also responsible for roughly 290 Ministerial appointments across 60 bodies 
(panels, committees, boards) such as the Species at Risk Advisory Committee.    

The Access to Information and Records Management process endeavors to make government 
decision-making more transparent to the public. Founded upon the Access to Information Act, 
citizens and organizations have the right of access to information in records under the control of a 
government institution.  

Further details about these and other policy instruments, processes, and engagement mechanisms 
within the Department are found within the briefing package. Given the complex nature of many of 
these subjects, a detailed, in-depth briefing can be provided to the Minister and their staff at their 
convenience.  
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Senior Leadership Team

Christine Hogan was appointed Deputy Minister of Environment and Climate Change, on September 30, 2019.

Prior to her appointment, Ms. Hogan served as Executive Director for Canada, Ireland and the Caribbean, at the 
World Bank Group in Washington, from November 2016 to September 2019. From January 2015 to October 2016, 
Ms. Hogan was Deputy Minister of International Trade. Between 2010 and 2015, Ms. Hogan served in the Privy 
Council Office, where she was initially the Assistant Secretary to the Cabinet and then Foreign and Defence 
Policy Advisor to the Prime Minister.

Throughout her career of more than 30 years, Ms. Hogan has contributed to a diverse set of public-policy issues 
ranging from international relations and development to trade policy, science and technology, and environment 
and energy. She has held a variety of positions within the Government of Canada, including Vice President of 
Strategic Policy and Performance at the Canadian International Development Agency (now Global Affairs Canada) 
and Director of International Affairs at Environment Canada. Ms. Hogan has also been a visiting executive with 
Encana and an Advisor to the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, in Nairobi, Kenya.

She holds a Bachelor of Public Administration (Honours) from Carleton University and is a Yale University World Fellow.

Dr. Martine Dubuc was appointed Associate Deputy Minister of Environment and Climate Change on January 23, 2017.

In May 2015, Dr. Dubuc was re-elected as Secretary General for the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) 
Regional Commission for the Americas. She was appointed as the Government of Canada Delegate to the OIE 
in April 2013. In September 2012, she was appointed Canada’s Chief Food Safety Officer. Dr. Dubuc was named 
Vice President of the Science Branch with the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) in November 2008. 

Prior to joining the CFIA, Dr. Dubuc worked at senior levels in the Quebec government with responsibility for  
the animal health and food safety system at the provincial level where she was also actively engaged in national 
food safety efforts as part of the Federal/Provincial/Territorial Assistant Deputy Ministers group. In 2006, she 
was awarded the Prix Mérite for her contribution to the provincial public service. 

Dr. Dubuc holds a Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine from the University of Montreal.

Christine Hogan
Deputy Minister

Dr. Martine Dubuc
Associate Deputy Minister



Ms. Caza was appointed Regional Director General, West and North, in April 2014. 

Prior to her appointment, Ms. Caza was the Executive Director for Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 
Environmental Assessment and Marine Programs. Since 2000, when Ms. Caza joined the federal government, 
she has also worked on global environmental issues, international development, biodiversity conservation, and 
clean-up of contaminated sites. 

Ms. Caza obtained a Master of Science degree from the University of Toronto and a Doctorate of Philosophy from 
the University of British Columbia in the field of ecology.

Caroline Caza
Regional Director General, West and North Regions

Dominique Blanchard joined Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) in May 2017 as the Assistant 
Deputy Minister of Public and Indigenous Affairs and Ministerial Services. Prior to her arrival at ECCC, Ms. 
Blanchard served from 2013-2017 as the Director of Operations in the Economic and Regional Development 
Policy Secretariat at the Privy Council Office. Between 2009 and 2013, Ms. Blanchard served as Chief of Staff to 
the Deputy Minister at Transport Canada then as Director General of Surface and Intermodal Security. She has 
also worked at Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada.

Dominique Blanchard
Assistant Deputy Minister, Public and Indigenous Affairs and Ministerial Services Branch 

Ms. Campbell was appointed Assistant Deputy Minister (ADM) of Meteorological Service of Canada (MSC) 
on August 3, 2019 after serving as the Associate ADM for several months. 

Ms. Campbell spent the previous 10 years as the Director General of Prediction Services at Canada’s MSC where she 
oversaw the delivery of 24/7 weather, air quality, ice and environmental prediction forecast services to Canadians. 
Ms. Campbell has worked for over 30 years in the Canadian Public Service in diverse science-based programs 
including environmental toxicology studies; energy research and development; environmental assessment activities; 
and earth science research management.

Diane Campbell
Assistant Deputy Minister, Meteorological Service of Canada



Mr. Goffin was appointed Regional Director General for Environment and Climate Change Canada in Ontario in 
2010. Mr. Goffin was chief negotiator of the Canada-United States Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement and 
the Canada-Ontario Agreement on Great Lakes Water Quality and Ecosystem Health and is responsible for the 
delivery of the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem Initiative. He joined Environment Canada in 1981.

Mr. Goffin received his undergraduate training in Environmental Studies and a Master of Science degree in 
Geomorphology both from the University of Toronto.

Michael Goffin
Regional Director General, Ontario Region

Ms. Geller joined Environment and Climate Change Canada in June 2017 as the Assistant Deputy Minister of the 
Strategic Policy Branch, which plays a leadership role in a number of areas, including strategic policy development, 
data, results and delivery, intergovernmental affairs, economic analysis, sustainable development, regional 
analysis, outreach and program delivery.

Previously, Ms. Geller worked at Health Canada, where she was the Assistant Deputy Minister of the Healthy 
Environments and Consumer Safety Branch from May 2011 to June 2017. Ms. Geller has a Bachelor of 
Commerce from the University of Toronto, and a Master’s in Business Administration from York University.

Hilary Geller
Assistant Deputy Minister, Strategic Policy Branch

Ms. Fuller was appointed Canada’s Ambassador for Climate Change on June 5, 2018 for a term of three years.

She served abroad as Ambassador of Canada to Uruguay from 2004 to 2007 and as Ambassador to Chile from 
2012 to 2015. Previous international assignments also included Mexico and Guatemala.

In Ottawa, Ms. Fuller has specialized in trade and economic policy, as well as climate change and energy. At 
Canada’s foreign ministry, she served as Deputy Director for Trade Remedies (1997-1999), Director of the Softwood 
Lumber Division (2003-2004), Chief Economist (2007-2010), Director General of Planning and Reporting (2010-2012) 
and Director General of Economic Development (2017-2018). 

She was seconded to Natural Resources Canada from 2015 to 2017, to head up the Office of Energy Efficiency. She 
also managed environment and climate change files earlier in her career while working at the Privy Council Office 
where she supported the Cabinet Committee on Economic and Regional Development Policy from 2000 to 2003.

Ms. Fuller holds a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Economics and Political Studies from Queen’s University, and 
a Master of Science with distinction from the London School of Economics.

Patricia Fuller,
Canadian Ambassador for Climate Change



Mr. Mercer was appointed Regional Director General on June 23, 2016. 

In 2013, Mr. Mercer was appointed as the Associate Regional Director General, Atlantic and Quebec Regions.  
Mr. Mercer joined Environment and Climate Change Canada in January 2009 as the Atlantic Regional Director, 
Environmental Protection Operations Directorate. From 1988 until 2008, Mr. Mercer was a member of National 
Defence where he held various positions in the department’s environmental management program. 

Mr. Mercer obtained a Bachelor’s degree and a Master’s degree in Science (Biology) from Memorial University 
of Newfoundland.

Geoffrey Mercer
Regional Director General, Atlantic and Quebec Regions

Mr. Jones has focused on environmental issues throughout his career, including in the private sector, with 
Transport Canada and multiple positions at Environment and Climate Change Canada. Past experience includes 
negotiating international environmental agreements on climate change, air pollution and biodiversity, and playing 
a central role in the development and agreement of Canada’s national Air Quality Management System. 

As the Director General of the Climate Policy Office, he led the development of the Pan-Canadian Framework on 
Clean Growth and Climate Change, and in his current role as the Assistant Deputy Minister of the Pan-Canadian 
Framework Implementation Office, he oversees the development and effective implementation of Canada’s 
climate change policies.

Matt Jones
Assistant Deputy Minister, Pan-Canadian Framework Implementation Office

Ms. Hamzawi became the Assistant Deputy Minister of Science and Technology Branch in October 2018. Ms. 
Hamzawi joined Environment and Climate Change Canada in 2004 and has held positions in international 
affairs, ecosystem and biodiversity policy, corporate secretariat and environmental protection operations.  
She has also held positions at Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Natural Resources Canada and the former 
Canadian International Development Agency, Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, Industry 
Canada, as well as the National Research Council. Ms. Hamzawi holds a Master’s degree in Chemical 
Engineering and Bachelors degrees in Chemical Engineering and Biochemistry. 

Nancy Hamzawi
Assistant Deputy Minister, Science and Technology Branch



Ms. Najm was appointed Assistant Deputy Minister of Corporate Services and Finance Branch and Chief 
Financial Officer on May 30, 2016.

Ms. Najm joined Environment and Climate Change Canada in 2008 after several years and many achievements in 
the private sector. Ms. Najm holds an Honours Degree in Commerce with a major in Finance, as well as a Bachelor 
of Administration, both from the University of Ottawa.

Carol Najm
Assistant Deputy Minister and Chief Financial Officer, Corporate Services and Finance Branch

Dr. O’Dea was appointed Associate Assistant Deputy Minister of the Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) in March 
2018. Prior to joining CWS, he held a variety of executive positions with Natural Resources Canada on energy 
programs and policy, climate adaptation, and as senior advisor to the Deputy Minister. Dr. O’Dea began his 
Government of Canada career working with Environment Canada on climate regulatory and technology policy 
and has also served in the Privy Council Office, advising on matters under the responsibility of the Ministers  
of Fisheries and Oceans, Natural Resources, and Environment. 

Dr. O’Dea completed undergraduate degrees in Biology and Philosophy at Memorial University of Newfoundland, 
and a Master’s and Doctorate at Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar. 

Niall O’Dea
Associate Assistant Deputy Minister, Canadian Wildlife Service

Mr. Moffet joined Environment and Climate Change Canada in 2005 on Executive Interchange. Before becoming 
Assistant Deputy Minister, Mr. Moffet was Director General of various directorates working on domestic and 
international issues. Prior to joining ECCC, he consulted on environmental law and policy issues in Canada and  
in developing countries, he was the Executive Assistant to the Attorney General of Ontario, and a corporate lawyer 
in Toronto. He has lectured and published on a wide range of environmental law and policy topics.

John Moffet
Assistant Deputy Minister, Environmental Protection Branch

Ms. Milburn-Hopwood was appointed Assistant Deputy Minister of the Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) in 2016.
Prior to joining the CWS, Ms. Milburn-Hopwood held a variety of Executive positions in Environment Canada  
and Health Canada managing environmental assessment, environmental emergencies, contaminated sites, 
chemicals management and disposal at sea programs. 

She holds a Bachelor of Science in Life Sciences from Queen’s University, as well as a Master’s degree in 
Environmental Studies from the University of Toronto.

Sue Milburn-Hopwood, 
Assistant Deputy Minister, Canadian Wildlife Service



Ms. Pierre was appointed Director General and Chief Audit and Evaluation Executive in May 2017. 

Ms. Pierre has a professional career of 25 years in the areas of education, program evaluation, internal audit, 
risk management and results-based management. Ms. Pierre has held various management positions in the 
federal government for the past 15 years, including the Treasury Board Secretariat, Canadian Heritage, Health 
Canada and Statistics Canada.

She graduated from Université de Montréal with an Honours Bachelor’s degree in actuarial sciences. She also 
holds a Master of Arts in Education from Université du Québec à Montréal and an Executive MBA from the Telfer 
School of Management –University of Ottawa. 

Ms. Pierre is a Credentialed Evaluator and Certified Internal Auditor with governance experience as a member 
of Board of Directors of non-profit organizations and government agencies.

Paule-Anny Pierre
Director General and Chief Audit and Evaluation Executive, Audit and Evaluation Branch

Anne-Marie Pelletier was appointed Chief Enforcement Officer on December 3, 2018. 

Before joining the Enforcement Branch at Environment and Climate Change Canada, Ms. Pelletier served as the 
Executive Director, Operations and Chief Security Officer at the Privy Council Office where she led the security 
agency function. Between 2007 and 2016, she occupied various executive positions in security and intelligence 
across the Public Service. From 2000 to 2007 she also worked at Environment Canada in environmental 
stewardship, international affairs and climate change.

Ms. Pelletier holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Applied Science with a specialization in Natural Resources 
Management from the Université Laval.

Anne-Marie Pelletier 
Chief Enforcement Officer, Enforcement Branch

Mr. Paradis was appointed Chief Human Resources Management Officer, Human Resources Branch, in November 
2015. Prior to his appointment, Mr. Paradis was the Director General, Applied Research and Analysis, Strategic 
Policy Branch at Health Canada, and the Director General, Ecosystem Science Directorate, before that.

Mr. Paradis has occupied positions in the Science Branch at Fisheries and Oceans Canada and was the Director 
of the Policy Research Division in the Population and Public Health Branch at Health Canada. He has also 
spent several years managing the Environmental Contaminants Research programs of the First Nations and 
Inuit Health Branch at Health Canada.

Sylvain Paradis
Chief Human Resources Management Officer, Human Resources Branch



Ms. Stewart is currently Acting Assistant Deputy Minister of the International Affairs Branch since September 
30th 2019, and is Canada’s Chief Negotiator for Climate Change. She has 5 years of experience as a Director 
General (DG) in the International Affairs Branch, most recently as the DG for Multilateral Affairs and Climate 
Change Directorate. She has over 20 years of experience in the federal government and has taken on complex 
policy and management roles including in the areas of defence, security and environmental policy. Ms. Stewart 
has also supported Cabinet decision-making and managed high priority issues for the government at the Privy 
Council Office. She holds a Bachelor of Arts at McGill University and a Master’s degree in Public Administration 
from Carleton University. 

Catherine Stewart
Acting Assistant Deputy Minister, International Affairs Branch

Ms. Sheedy was appointed the Executive Director and Senior General Counsel of Environment Legal Services 
on August 12th, 2019. 

Ms. Sheedy joined the Department of Justice in 1986 and has worked in various client Legal Services Units 
including Judicial Affairs, Communications, Environment, Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Fisheries and Oceans, 
and Employment and Social Development Canada. 

She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Arts and an LLB in Common Law from the University of Ottawa. She was admitted 
to the Law Society of Upper Canada in 1986. 

Hélène Sheedy 
Executive Director and Senior General Counsel, Environment Legal Services

Ms. Ryan was appointed Associate Assistant Deputy Minister of the Environmental Protection Branch within 
Environment and Climate Change Canada in September 2018. 

Prior to her appointment, Ms. Ryan was the Director General of the Energy and Transportation Directorate 
heading the development and implementation of regulations and standards to reduce air pollutants and 
greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation, oil and gas, and electricity sectors. Ms. Ryan has over  
30 years of experience in the public service at the federal, provincial and municipal levels. 

Helen Ryan
Associate Assistant Deputy Minister, Environmental Protection Branch
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Mandate and Summary of Legislation 
Overview 
 
Though Environment Canada (later renamed Environment and Climate Change Canada – ECCC) 
was created in 1971, some ECCC branches and Portfolio organizations are much older; the 
Canadian Wildlife Service was founded in 1947, the Water Survey of Canada in 1908, and the 
Meteorological Service of Canada in 1871. The first national parks service in the world, which 
ultimately became Parks Canada Agency, was created in May 1911. The Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Agency was created in 1994 and was renamed the Impact Assessment Agency of 
Canada (IAAC) on August 28, 2019, with the coming into force of the Impact Assessment Act (IAA).   
 
Within the environment Portfolio, Environment and Climate Change Canada is the primary 
department responsible for some 30 Acts. These Acts and associated regulations provide the 
department with its mandate and allow it to carry out its programs.  
 
Under the Department of the Environment Act, the powers, duties and functions of the Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change extend to matters such as: 

• the preservation and enhancement of the quality of the natural environment, including water, 
air and soil quality, and the coordination of the relevant policies and programs of the 
Government of Canada; 

• renewable resources, including migratory birds and other non-domestic flora and fauna; and 
• meteorology. 

 
Beyond those authorities conferred under the Department of the Environment Act, the Minister 
exercises additional authorities provided under other acts and regulations including (but not limited 
to) the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA 1999) and several pieces of legislation 
relating to the protection of biodiversity and water (e.g., the Species at Risk Act).  
 
The Impact Assessment Agency (IAAC), as part of the environment Portfolio, is responsible for 
providing high-quality impact assessments and coordinating Crown Indigenous consultation related 
to the regulatory review of major projects. Under the Impact Assessment Act, IAAC is responsible for 
assessing the positive and negative environmental, economic, social, and health impacts of potential 
major projects. The impact assessment process applies to ‘designated projects’, which are either 
designated by the Physical Activities Regulations, also known as the Project List, or by the Minister 
of the Environment and Climate Change. 
 
The final organization in the environment Portfolio, Parks Canada Agency (PCA) mandate is to 
protect and present nationally significant examples of Canada’s natural and cultural heritage and 
foster public understanding, appreciation and enjoyment in ways that ensure their ecological and 
commemorative integrity for present and future generations through the establishment and 
management of Canada’s system of national parks and national marine conservation areas. Parks 
Canada Agency is the steward of 47 national parks, one national urban park, four national marine 
conservation areas and 171 national historic sites, including nine heritage canals, and is also 
responsible for administering, in whole or in part, 12 of Canada’s 19 World Heritage sites. It also 
protects approximately 450 000 km2 of Canada’s terrestrial, marine and freshwater ecosystems. It is 
the federal administrator of over 90% of all Crown lands and the second largest federal asset holder.  
 
As environmental issues, notably climate change, continue to gain in significance, so does the 
complexity of addressing them. Working with stakeholders and partners in all orders of government 
domestically as well as internationally is essential to achieving lasting outcomes. Within the 
Government of Canada, the Portfolio works with key partners including, Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada, Transport Canada, Infrastructure Canada, Natural Resources Canada, the Canadian 

http://www.ec.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=48D356C1-1
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Energy Regulator, and the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission. Portfolio organizations also 
maintain close relationships and engage in formal collaborative mechanisms with counterparts in 
provincial, territorial and municipal governments. Partnerships and engagement with Indigenous 
peoples are also essential: in recognizing their contributions to our natural heritage and their special 
relationship with the land; in managing protected areas; and in considering the impacts of project 
decisions on their traditional lands. Finally, international partnerships (e.g., the Commission on 
Environmental Cooperation) and organizations (e.g., the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change) are key to achieving domestic and global environmental objectives.  
The Portfolio has a significant workforce: ECCC has 7,162 employees1; Parks Canada Agency 
roughly 5400, and IAAC roughly 450. The majority of their workforce are located outside the National 
Capital Region, with each organization maintaining a regional presence in offices, weather stations, 
as well as parks and historic sites across the country. ECCC’s total budget for the 2019-2020 fiscal 
year is $1.82B, PCA’s is $1.65B, and IAAC’s is $74M.  
 
The mandates of the department and agencies as well as the main elements of the Acts for which 
the Minister has responsibility are described in more detail in the next section of this note. The lead 
department or agency administrating the Act on behalf of the Minister is indicated in square brackets 
following the name of the Act.  
 
   

                                                                 
 
 
1 Data w as extracted as of September 30, 2019 from My GCHR. Data includes indeterminate and term employees greater than 
three months, seasonal employees, employees on leave w ith (seconded out) or w ithout pay, and is based on the employee’s 
substantive position.  
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Mandates of Department and Agencies 

Department of the Environment Act, 1971 [ECCC]  
The Department of the Environment Act, and other major pieces of legislation, in addition to 
providing for the establishment of the Department itself, confers certain powers, duties and functions 
on the Minister, which extend to and include matters relating to: 

• the preservation and enhancement of the quality of the natural environment, including water, 
air and soil quality; 

• renewable resources, including migratory birds and other non-domestic flora and fauna; 
• water; 
• meteorology; 
• the enforcement of any rules and regulations made by the International Joint Commission 

relating to boundary waters, and questions arising between the United States and Canada 
related to the preservation and enhancement of the quality of the natural environment; and 

• the co-ordination of the policies and programs of the Government respecting the 
preservation and enhancement of the quality of the natural environment. 

Impact Assessment Agency of Canada [IAAC]  
The Impact Assessment Agency of Canada is responsible for providing high-quality impact 
assessments and coordinating Crown Indigenous consultation related to the review of major projects 
under federal jurisdiction. The Impact Assessment Act (IAA)recently came into force on August 28, 
2019, creating IAAC and also expanding IAAC’s mandate and responsibilities to be the organization 
solely responsible for impact assessments and act as the Crown coordinator for Indigenous 
consultation of major projects. Under the Impact Assessment Act, IAAC is responsible for assessing 
the positive and negative environmental, economic, social, and health impacts of potential major 
projects.  

The Impact Assessment Act repealed and replaced the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 
2012 (CEAA 2012). It includes transitional provisions for projects that began under previous 
legislation. 
 
Under the Impact Assessment Act: 

• Impact assessments are carried out on designated projects. These projects can either be 
designated by the Physical Activities Regulations or they can be designated by the Minister 
of Environment and Climate Change under s. 9. 

• The Information and Management of Time Limits Regulations enable the new impact 
assessment system to function and enhance clarity, transparency and predictability in the 
process.  

 
IAAC is in the early stages of implementing the Impact Assessment Act, which has involved: the 
development of regulations; new policy and guidance; the negotiation of agreements with other 
jurisdictions; memoranda of understanding with federal authorities; development of a new public 
registry; and the hiring of new employees.  
 
Currently, 63 projects are being reviewed pursuant to federal legislation (as of September 10, 2019). 
Of these 63 projects, 44 are ongoing environmental assessments by IAAC, six are ongoing active 
review panels, eight are approved and ongoing substitution projects, one is undergoing a regional 
assessment, and four projects are being reviewed under the Impact Assessment Act (planning 
phase).   
 
Parks Canada Agency [PCA] 
The Parks Canada Agency Act establishes Parks Canada Agency as a separate Agency reporting to 
the Minister of ECCC. Parks Canada Agency has a broad mandate to ensure that Canada’s national 
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parks, national historic sites, national marine conservation areas and other heritage areas are 
protected and preserved for present and future generations. Heritage areas include heritage railway 
stations, heritage lighthouses, federal heritage buildings, historic places in Canada, federal 
archaeology and Canadian heritage rivers. Parks Canada Agency must ensure that there are long-
term plans in place for establishing systems of national parks, national historic sites and national 
marine conservation areas. Parks Canada Agency is also responsible for negotiating, and 
recommending to the Minister, the establishment of these areas and sites. 

The Act grants broad powers to Parks Canada Agency in dealing with human resources and 
financial matters in addition to providing broad powers for contracting and the acquisition and 
disposition of property. 
 
High Activity Acts for which the Minister is Primarily Responsible 

Canada National Parks Act, 2000 [Parks Canada Agency] 
This Act dedicates national parks to the people of Canada for their benefit, education and enjoyment 
and provides that parks are to be maintained and used so as to leave them unimpaired for future 
generations. The Act provides that the Minister is responsible for the administration, management 
and control of national parks and, in particular, states that the maintenance or restoration of 
ecological integrity shall be the first priority of the Minister when considering all aspects of the 
management of parks. There is a requirement to table in Parliament management plans for national 
parks within five years of their establishment and to review them every ten years. The Act confers 
authority to make regulations relating to a wide range of issues governing the management of 
national parks, including: 

• protection of natural resources; 
• recreational activities such as camping and fishing; 
• leasing and licences of occupation; 
• fire management; 
• control of trades, businesses and other activities; 
• aircraft access; 
• maintenance and administration of public works;  
• maintenance and administration of road, highways, bridges and other improvements; and 
• exercise of traditional renewable resource harvesting activities.    

 
There are currently 28 regulations under the Act.  

Impact Assessment Act, 2019 [IAAC] 
The Impact Assessment Act replaces the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 and also 
creates the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC).   
 
The Act sets out a process for assessing the environmental, health, social and economic effects of 
designated projects with a view to preventing certain adverse effects and fostering sustainability. 
Designated projects are identified in the Physical Activities Regulations, known as the Project List, or 
through an order of the Minister of Environment and Climate Change.  
 
During the planning phase, the IAAC determines if a designated project requires an impact 
assessment. If so, the assessment is planned with the proponent, federal authorities, other 
jurisdictions, Indigenous groups and the public.   
 
IAAC or an independent review panel established by the Minister conducts the impact assessment. 
Federal authorities provide expert or specialist information. The process includes opportunities for 
meaningful public participation, partnerships with Indigenous groups and participant funding. An 
Internet-accessible registry provides convenient public access to information.   
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Mechanisms for co-operation with other jurisdictions, including Indigenous jurisdictions, are 
available. These mechanisms include cooperative assessments, joint review panels and substitution 
of the process. Review panels are required for designated projects regulated under the Nuclear 
Safety and Control Act, the Canadian Energy Regulator Act, and the Atlantic Offshore Accord Acts. 
Collaboration between IAAC and lifecycle regulators begins during the early planning stage to draw 
upon their expert capacity and ensure that safety and other key regulatory factors are considered as 
part of a single, integrated assessment.  
 
A report on the impact assessment informs decisions by either the Minister or the Governor in 
Council on whether adverse effects within federal jurisdiction or those resulting from federal 
decisions, are likely to be caused by a designated project are in the public interest. This decision 
must take into account other effects set out in the report, the extent to which the designated project 
contributes to sustainability, the extent of any adverse effects, the implementation of mitigation 
measures, effects on Indigenous Peoples and rights, and the Government of Canada’s 
environmental obligations.  
 
The Minister will issue to the proponent a decision statement that sets out the public interest 
decision, whether made by the Minister or the Governor in Council. The Minister may set 
enforceable conditions related to matters within federal jurisdiction, including mitigation measures to 
be implemented by the proponent. The Act provides compliance and enforcement powers.   
 
Time limits apply to the planning phase, impact assessment and decision-making phases: 

• the planning phase must be completed within 180 days; 
• impact assessments conducted by IAAC must be completed within 300 days; 
• impact assessments conducted by a review panel must be completed within 600 days, 

however, if a review panel is assessing a project that would be regulated by a lifecycle 
regulator, the time limit is 300 days, with the ability to set this time limit up to 600 days; and 

• the Minister will have 30 days to issue a decision statement for impact assessments 
conducted by IAAC and 90 days for review panels, or when the public interest decision is 
referred to the Governor in Council.  

  
The Act enables regional assessments of existing or potential future activities in a region and 
strategic assessments of policies, plans, programs or issues relevant to designated project 
assessments. Requirements for an assessment of environmental effects are set out for non-
designated projects on federal lands and outside Canada that require a federal decision. Designated 
projects for which there is a relevant regional assessment may be exempted through regulations 
from the application of the Act. 

Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA) [ECCC, Health Canada] 
This Act, the purposes of which are to protect the environment and human health and to contribute 
to sustainable development through pollution prevention, confers certain powers, duties and 
functions on both the Ministers of Environment and Climate Change and Health. This Act touches on 
many facets of environmental protection, conferring authority to make, and enforce, regulations or 
issue notices relating to: 

• pollution prevention planning; 
• toxic substances; 
• animate products of biotechnology; 
• nutrients, ocean disposal, fuels, vehicle and engine emissions, international air and water 

pollution, and the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes;  
• environmental emergencies; and 
• government operations, and federal and indigenous land.    
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There are currently 57 regulations under the Act. Most regulations that have been made under 
CEPA to date are for vehicle and engine emissions, the chemical content of fuels, or substances that 
are on the List of Toxic Substances in Schedule 1 of the Act. Toxic substances in CEPA are those 
substances that have or may have an immediate or long-term harmful effect on the environment or 
its biological diversity; constitute or may constitute a danger to the environment on which life 
depends; or constitute or may constitute a danger in Canada to human life or health. Some CEPA 
regulations establish limits on the release of toxic substances or emissions. Others, such as those 
for ocean disposal and the import and export of hazardous waste, specify the requirements for the 
permitting regimes established under the Act. 
 
The Act also allows the Minister to develop non-regulatory tools to manage environmental risks, 
including codes of practice, guidelines, and requirements to prepare pollution prevention plans and 
environmental emergency plans. CEPA’s enforcement regime allows for the use of various tools to 
enforce the Act and its regulations. The Minister is also responsible for preparing an annual report to 
Parliament on the administration of CEPA. 

Fisheries Act Pollution Prevention Provisions, 1985 [ECCC, Fisheries and Oceans Canada]  
Most of the Fisheries Act is administered by the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans. By Order in 
Council, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change has been designated as responsible for 
the administration and enforcement of the Act’s pollution prevention provisions, other than for 
aquaculture, pest management and aquatic invasive species. The pollution prevention provisions 
prohibit the deposit of deleterious substances into water frequented by fish unless authorized by 
Governor in Council regulations. There are six such regulations currently in place, including 
regulations addressing effluent from metal and diamond mining, wastewater systems, and pulp and 
paper mills.  
 
In 2012, the Act was amended to allow the Minister to make regulations authorizing deposits under 
certain conditions; that is, where deposits are of lower risk and already well-controlled by a federal or 
provincial instrument. To date, one ministerial regulation has been made establishing conditions for 
research activities in the Experimental Lakes Area in Northern Ontario. 
 
The implementation of these provisions, and of the regulations made under them, are important 
elements of the Minister’s overall responsibilities for environmental protection.   

Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act, 2018 (GGPPA) [ECCC, Finance Canada] 
This Act establishes the legal framework for the federal carbon pricing system – the “backstop.” The 
key purpose of the Act is to help reduce Canada’s greenhouse gas emissions by ensuring that a 
carbon price applies broadly throughout Canada and increases over time. The carbon pricing system 
created by this Act has two complementary components:  

• a charge on fossil fuels that will generally be paid by fuel producers or distributors – also 
known as the fuel charge (Part 1 of the Act, which is under the responsibility of the Minister 
of Finance); and 

•  a performance-based pricing system for industrial facilities that are trade-exposed – also 
known as the output-based pricing system (Part 2 of the Act, which is under the responsibility 
of the Minister of ECCC).  

 
The output-based pricing system complements the fuel charge. In other words, fuels used at the 
facilities covered by the output-based pricing system under Part 2 will not be subject to the fuel 
charge under Part 1. Instead, pricing will apply to a portion of a covered facility’s emissions that 
exceed an emissions limit. 
 
The application of GGPPA is triggered by the addition of a backstop jurisdiction on Schedule 1 of the 
Act (i.e. provinces, territories or areas without a price on greenhouse gas pollution or with a price 
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that does not meet the federal standard). Direct revenues made under GGPPA are returned to the 
jurisdiction of origin. 

Species at Risk Act, 2004 (SARA) [ECCC, Parks Canada Agency, Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada] 
This Act came into force in 2004, and plays an important role in Canada’s conservation of biological 
diversity. Designed to work in a complementary fashion with provincial and territorial legislation on 
species at risk, its goals are to prevent wildlife species assessed as at risk from becoming extinct 
and to secure the necessary actions for their recovery. It provides various measures for the 
protection of species listed as at risk, their residences and critical habitat.   
 
The Minister of ECCC has the lead responsibility for administration of the Act, but does so in 
cooperation with the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans. The Minister also holds implementation 
responsibilities for Parks Canada Agency under SARA. As a major federal landholder, Parks 
Canada Agency has a major role to play under SARA with respect to the protection of species listed 
at risk in national parks, national marine conservation areas, national historic sites and other 
protected heritage areas under its jurisdiction. 
 
The Minister of ECCC makes recommendations to the Governor in Council on whether to list a 
species on Schedule I, based on the assessment of the status of a candidate species by the arms-
length, science-based Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada. The Minister is 
also responsible for the development of recovery strategies and action plans for listed species for 
which the Minister is the competent authority and the enforcement of prohibitions, orders and 
permits. These include: 

• species at risk in national parks, national historic sites or other protected heritage areas; 
• all migratory birds; and  
• all other species at risk on federal lands, with the exception of aquatic species, which are 

under the jurisdiction of the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans.  
 
The Minister of ECCC also leads the negotiation of administrative agreements with provincial and 
territorial authorities and is responsible for an annual report to Parliament on the administration of 
the Act. 
 
Other Acts for which the Minister is Primarily Responsible 

Environmental Protection Acts 

Manganese-based Fuel Additives Act, 1997 [ECCC] 
This Act prohibits the import and inter-provincial trade for commercial purposes of controlled 
substances, set out in the Schedule to the Act. There are, however, currently no substances listed in 
the Schedule.  

Antarctic Environmental Protection Act, 2003 (AEPA) [ECCC, Fisheries and Oceans Canada] 
This Act and its regulations provide the legal framework for Canada to implement the Protocol on 
Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty (the “Madrid Protocol”), the purpose of which is to 
protect the Antarctic from commercial exploitation primarily of its mineral wealth. The Act, through a 
series of prohibitions, protects the marine environment, specially protected areas, historic sites, 
monuments, and native species of the Antarctic from Canadian activity. The Act also provides a 
permitting regime for Antarctic ventures, which the Minister is responsible for administering.   

Perfluorooctane Sulfonate Virtual Elimination Act, 2008 [ECCC] 
This Act requires the Ministers of Health and Environment and Climate Change to add 
Perfluorooctane Sulfonate (PFOS) and its salts to the Virtual Elimination List under CEPA. A CEPA 
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regulation to this effect was put in place in 2009, and therefore this Act currently has no practical 
effect. 

Wildlife Acts 

Canada Wildlife Act, 1985 [ECCC] 
This Act allows the Minister to deal with the conservation and study of wildlife through research and 
investigation, cooperation with provinces and the public, coordination of policies and programs, and 
protection measures. 
 
The Act also allows for the designation of National Wildlife Areas (NWAs) and Marine Wildlife Areas 
(MWAs). There are currently 54 NWAs, all managed by Environment and Climate Change Canada 
with the exception of one area, Suffield National Wildlife Area, which is managed by the Department 
of National Defence. To be considered for designation as a NWA, a site must contain “nationally 
significant” habitat for migratory birds, support wildlife or ecosystems at risk, or represent rare or 
unusual wildlife habitat or a bio-geographic region. 
  
MWAs address offshore and coastal conservation issues. Several such areas are under study, and 
the Scott Islands archipelago off British Columbia was finalized on June 27, 2018 as the first MWA in 
Canada. 

Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994 (MBCA) [ECCC] 
This Act implements the Canada-United States Migratory Birds Convention of 1916, the purpose of 
which is to protect migratory birds from over-hunting and from other human actions. The Act 
prohibits the purchase, sale, or possession of any migratory bird, including parts, nests or eggs, 
unless authorized by regulation.   
 
The Migratory Bird Regulations allow Environment and Climate Change Canada to regulate and 
enforce a range of human activities and their impacts on migratory birds and the Department is 
responsible for issuing permits to support regulations.  
 
The Act also provides for the designation of Migratory Birds Sanctuaries (MBSs). These include a 
mix of public and private lands under federal, provincial or territorial jurisdiction. MBSs protect birds 
and their breeding grounds during the nesting and migratory seasons. There are 92 MBSs, 21 of 
which Environment and Climate Change Canada directly manages. ECCC is responsible for 
enforcement in all 92. 

Wild Animal and Plant Protection and Regulation of International and Interprovincial Trade 
Act, 1992 (WAPPRIITA) [ECCC] 
This Act implements the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) by 
regulating trade in wild animals and plants. Internationally, more than 30,000 species are listed 
under CITES. The Act forbids the import, export and interprovincial transportation of designated 
species unless the specimens are accompanied by the appropriate permits. The Act applies to the 
plant or animal, alive or dead, as well as to its parts and any derived products. 
 
Environment and Climate Change Canada issues about 7,000 permits and inspects thousands of 
imports and exports of CITES-listed species under this Act each year. In some cases, provinces may 
engage in permitting. The Minister is responsible for preparing an annual report to Parliament. 

National Wildlife Week Act, 1985 [ECCC] 
This Act designates the week in which April 10 occurs as National Wildlife Week. April 10 was the 
birthday of Jack Miner, an early Canadian waterfowl conservationist. 
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Water Acts 

Canada Water Act, 1985 [ECCC] 
This Act provides the legal framework for undertaking federal/provincial/territorial programs and 
agreements for the conservation, development and utilization of Canada’s water resources. The 
Minister is the federal lead for administering Canada Water Act agreements (e.g., providing 
secretariats for and appointing federal members to water boards) and for conducting research and 
monitoring in support of these agreements. The Minister is also responsible for preparing an annual 
report to Parliament.    

International River Improvements Act, 1985 (IRIA) [ECCC] 
This Act provides authority to regulate the construction, operation and maintenance of various 
hydraulic structures (e.g., dams, canals) that alter the flow of water out of Canada or impact the use 
of a receiving water body outside Canada. The Minister is responsible for issuing IRIA licences that 
regulate how improvements on international rivers flowing into the United States may affect water 
flows, levels and uses. However, the Act prohibits the Minister from issuing licenses that would allow 
for the bulk removal of water from rivers flowing across the international boundary. The Minister is 
also responsible for preparing an annual report to Parliament. 

Lake of the Woods Control Board Act, 1921 [ECCC] 
This Act provides for the establishment of the Lake of the Woods Control Board, and defines its 
purposes and powers. The Board is responsible for regulating specified waters in the Winnipeg River 
basin.  

Lac Seul Conservation Act, 2003 [ECCC] 
This Act provides for the implementation of the Canada-Ontario-Manitoba agreement to construct a 
dam creating the Lac Seul reservoir in the area of the Winnipeg River basin. This is similar to a 
Canada Water Act agreement, but because it predates other agreements, it is handled separately. 
The Minister has the same responsibilities as under the Canada Water Act, and reports activities 
under this Act in the Canada Water Act annual report.     

Climate Change Act 

Canada Emission Reduction Incentives Agency Act, 2005 [ECCC] 
This Act establishes the Canada Emission Reduction Incentives Agency, for which the Minister has 
overall direction and responsibility. The Act was intended as a vehicle through which Canada could 
meet its international commitments under the Kyoto Protocol. However, the Agency is no longer 
operational.  

Parks Acts 

Canada National Marine Conservation Areas Act, 2002 [Parks Canada Agency] 
This Act provides for the establishment of national marine conservation areas for the purpose of 
protecting and conserving representative marine areas for the benefit, education and enjoyment of 
the people of Canada and the world. It states that these areas are to be used in a sustainable 
manner that meets the needs of present and future generations without compromising the function 
and structure of marine ecosystems. It provides for zoning to ensure ecologically sustainable use. 
 
The Minister is responsible for the administration, management and control of marine conservation 
areas in relation to matters not assigned to any other Minister. There is a requirement to table in 
Parliament a management plan for national marine conservation areas within five years of their 
establishment and to review them every ten years. The primary considerations in the development or 
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modification of management plans are the principles of ecosystem management and the 
precautionary principle. Provisions of management plans respecting fishing, aquaculture and 
fisheries management, and those respecting marine navigation and marine safety are subject to the 
agreement of the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans and the Minister of Transport, respectively. 
 
The Minister is required to establish a management advisory committee to advise on the 
management plan for each marine conservation area. 
 
The Act confers authority to make regulations relating to a wide range of issues dealt with by the 
Government of Canada on the management of national marine conservation areas, including:  

•    the protection of marine ecosystems; 
• the protection of cultural, historical and archaeological resources; 
• the management and control of renewable resource harvesting activities; 
• the delimitation of zones; and 
• the restriction or prohibition or regulation of activities in marine conservation areas. 
 

Any regulations respecting fisheries management, aquaculture, fishing or marine navigation or 
safety requires the recommendation of the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans or Transport. 
Regulations for this Act are still under development. 

Rouge National Urban Park Act, 2015 [Parks Canada Agency] 
This Act establishes Canada’s first national urban park, the Rouge National Urban Park, located 
near Toronto, Ontario. The national urban park is the newest category of protected areas within the 
Parks Canada Agency family, alongside national parks, national historic sites and national marine 
conservation areas. The Act provides for the Park’s protection and promotes nature, culture and 
agriculture while respecting the urban infrastructure required of Canada’s largest metropolitan area. 
 
The Minister is responsible for the administration, management and control of the national urban 
park, and the administration of public lands in the park. The Minister may also enter into agreements 
with other levels of government and other persons for the management of the park. Authority is also 
granted to the Minister to lease, grant easements over and issue licences of occupation for lands in 
the national urban park. The Act confers on the Governor in Council authority to make regulations 
with respect to all aspects of the management and administration of the national urban park. 

Saguenay-St. Lawrence Marine Park Act, 1997 [Parks Canada Agency] 
This Act establishes the Saguenay–St. Lawrence Marine Park in accordance with an agreement with 
the Government of Quebec, and provides for the marine park’s protection while encouraging its use 
for educational, recreational and scientific purposes. The Minister is responsible for the 
administration, management and control of the marine park and is required to table a management 
plan in Parliament and review that plan every seven years. A coordinating committee makes 
recommendations to the Minister and the Quebec minister on the implementation of the 
management plan. An additional committee exists to ensure harmonization of the activities and 
programs of the federal and provincial governments with respect to the marine park.  
 
The Act confers authority to make regulations over a broad range of uses relating to the 
management of the marine park, including: 

• the protection of ecosystems; 
• the protection of submerged cultural resources; 
• zoning characteristics; and 
• the control of the nature and type of activities within the marine park.  

 
There is currently one regulation under the Act regulating activities within the marine park. 
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Historic Sites Acts 

Historic Sites and Monuments Act, 1985 [Parks Canada Agency] 
This Act establishes the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada (HSMBC) and provides for 
the commemoration of national historic sites, persons and events. The mandate of the HSMBC is to 
advise the Minister on the commemoration of nationally significant aspects of Canada’s history. 
Following evaluation and recommendation by the HSMBC, the Minister may declare a site, event or 
person to be of national historic significance, and may recommend commemoration in the form of a 
plaque or other suitable manner. The Act also sets out particular requirements for the composition, 
tenure and meetings of the HSMBC, members of which are appointed by the Governor in Council.  

Heritage Railway Stations Protection Act, 1988 [Parks Canada Agency] 
This Act provides for the designation of heritage railway stations, and requires Governor in Council 
approval of any alteration, demolition or transfer of ownership of a designated heritage railway 
station. The Act requires that eligible stations (those owned by all railway companies governed by 
Part III of the Canada Transportation Act) be evaluated by the HSMBC. The HSMBC then advises 
the Minister on whether a building merits designation as a heritage railway station and on its heritage 
features. The Act authorizes the Minister to designate the railway station as a heritage railway 
station and features of the building as heritage features for the purposes of the Act. The Act provides 
a clear process through which proposed changes to heritage railway stations must be reviewed and 
approved. The Heritage Railway Stations Regulations, made pursuant to this Act, set out the manner 
in which public notices and applications for authorization must be made by a railway company that 
plans to remove, destroy, alter, sell, assign, transfer or otherwise dispose of a heritage railway 
station that it owns or is under its control. 

Heritage Lighthouse Protection Act, 2008 [Parks Canada Agency] 
This Act provides for the designation of heritage lighthouses owned by the federal government, and 
protects the heritage character of designated lighthouses by preventing their unauthorized alteration 
or disposition, and by requiring that they are maintained or altered in accordance with established 
conservation standards. Under the Act, the Minister responsible for Parks Canada Agency may 
designate a nominated lighthouse as a heritage lighthouse, taking into account the advice of an 
advisory committee and criteria established by the Minister. During a 5 year mandated process that 
ended May 29, 2015, the Minister designated 74 heritage lighthouses. Although the process has 
officially ended, the Minister can still designate heritage lighthouses at any time pursuant to the Act.  

National Cemetery of Canada Act, 2009 [Parks Canada Agency] 
This Act gives honorary recognition to Beechwood Cemetery in Ottawa, Ontario, as the national 
cemetery of Canada.  

Laurier House Act, 1952 [Parks Canada Agency] 
This Act provides for the administration of the property and contents of Laurier House National 
Historic Site of Canada and the funds in the Mackenzie King Trust Account in accordance with the 
will of the late Right Honourable William Lyon Mackenzie King. The Act gives Parks Canada Agency 
care, custody and control of Laurier House and its contents. 

Weather Act 

Weather Modification Information Act, 1985 [ECCC] 
This Act creates an obligation on any person engaged in activities aimed at weather modification to 
inform the Administrator (the Assistant Deputy Minister of the Meteorological Service) of any activity 
or action in Canada that is designed or intended to produce changes in the weather.  



  Tab 1 – d 
 
 

12 

Other Acts 

Canadian Environment Week Act, 1985 [ECCC] 
This Act designates the week in which June 5 occurs as Canadian Environment Week. This 
coincides with the United Nations’ designation of June 5 as World Environment Day. 

Environmental Enforcement Act, 2010 (EEA) [ECCC, Parks Canada Agency] 
The bulk of the EEA was brought in force on December 10, 2010. It created the Environmental 
Violations Administrative Monetary Penalties Act and amended nine Acts administered by ECCC 
and Parks Canada Agency, including the CEPA, the MBCA, the AEPA, the Canada National Parks 
Act, the Canada National Marine Conservation Areas Act and the Saguenay-St. Lawrence Marine 
Parks Act. The EEA introduced new sentencing provisions, enforcement authorities, and a new fine 
regime consisting of different ranges of fines for different categories of offenders, higher maximum 
fines and mandatory minimum fines for serious environmental offences. The EEA amendments to 
the fine regime of the MBCA, the Canada Wildlife Act and WAPPRIITA were brought into force on 
June 14, 2017.  The EEA is scheduled for 10-year review in 2020. 

Environmental Violations Administrative Monetary Penalties Act, 2009 (EVAMPA) [ECCC] 
This Act provides the legislative framework for an administrative monetary penalties regime under 
the nine Acts amended by the Environmental Enforcement Act as well as the Canada Water Act and 
CEAA 2012. The regulations to implement the Act for legislation administered by Environment and 
Climate Change Canada were brought into force June 14, 2017.  

Federal Sustainable Development Act, 2008 (FDSA) [ECCC] 
This Act requires the Minister to develop a Federal Sustainable Development Strategy every three 
years, which sets out goals/targets and an implementation strategy, and identifies the responsible 
Ministers. Consultations on the content of the strategy are required before it is adopted by the 
Governor in Council and involves other departments, agencies, the Commissioner of the 
Environment and Sustainable Development, Parliamentary committees and the public.  Departments 
and Agencies must also develop and table their own sustainable development strategies that comply 
with and contribute to the Federal Strategy.   
 
Amendments to the FSDA that received Royal Assent in 2019 will come into force on December 1, 
2020. These include increasing the number of federal organizations covered by the Act from 26 to 
97 and broadening the meaning of sustainable development beyond environmental matters to 
include social and economic considerations.   

National Strategy for Safe and Environmentally Sound Disposal of Lamps Containing Mercury 
Act, 2017 [ECCC] 
This Act outlines a plan to develop a national strategy on disposing light bulbs containing mercury in 
an environmentally responsible way. The Minister must report on the implementation of the Act 
every 5 years. A national consultation concluded in April 2019 that will inform the development of the 
National Strategy. 
 
Acts for which the Minister has a Secondary Role or Responsibility 

Arctic Waters Pollution Prevention Act, 1985 [Fisheries and Oceans Canada, ECCC] 
This Act is to prevent pollution of waters in the Canadian Arctic (i.e., North of 60). ECCC helps the 
Departments of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development (now Crown-Indigenous Relations and 
Northern Affairs Canada and Indigenous Services Canada), Natural Resources, and Transport 
administer regulations dealing with waste from natural resources.  
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Bridge to Strengthen Trade Act, 2012 [Transport Canada, ECCC] 
This Act exempts the new international bridge between Detroit and Windsor from a variety of 
environmental approval requirements. However, the Act creates an obligation for proponents to 
consult and file a plan for mitigation measures on proposed works, undertakings or activities for the 
purpose of construction of the bridge that would otherwise require authorizations. This includes an 
obligation on the proponent to consult the Minister of ECCC in instances where the SARA would 
have otherwise required an authorization regarding a listed wildlife species. 

Canada Foundation for Sustainable Development Technology Act, 2001 [Natural Resources 
Canada, ECCC] 
This Act establishes the Canada Foundation for Sustainable Development Technology, the purpose 
of which is to provide funding for projects that meet certain eligibility requirements related to the 
development of sustainable development technology. The Minister of ECCC, together and in 
consultation with the Ministers of Industry (now Minister of Innovation, Science, and Economic 
Development) and of Natural Resources, recommends members to the board of directors that are 
ultimately appointed by the Governor in Council. 

Canada Oil and Gas Operations Act, 1985 (COGOA) [Natural Resources Canada, ECCC] 
This Act governs the exploration, production, processing, and transportation of oil and gas in marine 
areas controlled by the federal government. They do not include areas controlled by a provincial 
government. The purpose of the Act is to promote safety, protection of the environment, the 
conservation of oil and gas resources, and joint production agreements. 

Canada-Newfoundland Atlantic Accord Implementation Act, 1987, Canada-Nova Scotia and 
Offshore Petroleum Resources Accord Implementation Act, 1988 (Accord Acts) [Natural 
Resources Canada, ECCC, Impact Assessment Agency Canada] 
These Accord Acts govern oil and gas development and activities in Canada’s offshore. The Accord 
Acts implement agreements between the federal and provincial governments relating to offshore 
petroleum resources. The Acts mirror COGOA and the Canada Petroleum Resources Act, and 
outline the shared management of oil and gas resources in the offshore, provide for revenue 
sharing, and establish the respective offshore regulatory boards.  
 
Under these Acts, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change is responsible for:  

• providing science advice to inform responders’ efforts to mitigate spills;  
• establishing a list of spill-treating agents acceptable for use;  
• recommending regulations relating to spill-treating agents; and 
• authorizing deposits of oil, oil surrogates and spill-treating agents for the purpose of field 

research on spill-treating agents. 

Canada Shipping Act, 2001 [Parks Canada Agency, Transport Canada, Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada] 
This Act, primarily administered by the Minister of Transport, is the principal legislation governing 
safety of marine transportation and recreational boating, as well as protection of the marine 
environment. The Governor in Council may make regulations respecting the salvage of wreck or 
classes of wreck on the recommendation of the Minister of Transport and the Minister responsible 
for Parks Canada Agency. 

Cultural Property Export and Import Act, 1985 [Parks Canada Agency, Canadian Heritage, 
Canadian Border Services Agency] 
This Act controls the import and export of movable cultural property and helps to ensure that cultural 
property of outstanding significance and national importance remains in Canada. The Act 
establishes the Canadian Cultural Property Export Review Board, members of which are appointed 
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by the Governor in Council and report to the Minister of Canadian Heritage. The Act authorizes the 
Minister of Canadian Heritage to appoint expert examiners to advise the Board and the Minister of 
Canadian Heritage on whether cultural property that is proposed for export is of such outstanding 
significance to Canada’s cultural heritage that its loss to Canada would significantly diminish the 
national heritage. Parks Canada Agency has been designated by the Minister of Canadian Heritage 
as an “expert examiner.” 

Department of Transport Act, 1985 [Transport Canada, Parks Canada Agency] 
This Act establishes the Department of Transport, and provides the regulatory authorities for the 
Historic Canals Regulations and the Canal Regulations. These regulations govern the management, 
maintenance, use and protection of the nine historic canals administered by Parks Canada Agency 
and provide the necessary authorities to control various land- and water-based activities as well as 
navigation. The nine historic canals are: St. Peter’s Canal in Nova Scotia; Saint-Ours, Chambly, 
Carillon, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue and Lachine canals in Quebec; and Rideau and Sault Ste. Marie 
canals and the Trent–Severn Waterway in Ontario.  The duties and functions of the Minister of 
Transport under the Act with respect to these historic canals were transferred to the Minister 
responsible for Parks Canada Agency when the control and management of the canals were 
transferred to Parks Canada Agency between 1972 and 1979. Subsection 6(4) of the Parks Canada 
Agency Act confirms that Parks Canada Agency is responsible for the administration and 
enforcement of the Historic Canals Regulations. 

Dominion Water Power Act, 1985 [Indigenous Services Canada, Parks Canada Agency] (some 
regulations repealed) 
This Act and the Dominion Water Power Regulations control the development and use of water 
power on any federal property and applies to water powers on Parks Canada Agency lands. The Act 
is administered by Indigenous Services Canada (ISC). 

Emergency Management Act, 2007 [Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness/Public Safety 
Canada, ECCC] 
This Act came into force on August 3, 2007 and provides for a national emergency management 
system. The Act created the office of the Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness 
(PSEP). This Minister is primarily responsible for leading and coordinating emergency management 
in Canada. All Ministers accountable to Parliament, including the Minister of ECCC, have a duty 
under the Act to prepare, test and implement an emergency preparedness plan for those risks that 
are within or related to each individual Minister's area of responsibility. 

Energy Supplies Emergency Act, 1985 [Natural Resources Canada, Health Canada, ECCC] 
This Act permits conservation of energy supplies in Canada during periods of national emergency. 
The Energy Supplies Allocation Board must consult with the Ministers of the Environment and 
Climate Change and Health before making regulations relaxing air standards.   

Greenhouse Gas Technology Investment Fund Act [Natural Resources Canada, ECCC] 
(Repealed in 2016) 
The Act was under the responsibility of the Minister of Natural Resources, but the Minister of ECCC 
had a secondary role in making recommendations for fixing the contribution rate and number of 
technology investment units made by eligible contributors for the purpose of research and 
development of technologies or processes intended at reducing or removing greenhouse gases from 
the atmosphere. This Act, enacted in 2005, was repealed by virtue of the Statutes Repeal Act. 

Income Tax Act, 1985 [Finance Canada, ECCC] 
The Income Tax Act provides tax benefits to landowners who donate ecologically sensitive land or a 
partial interest in an ecologically sensitive land to a qualified recipient. In order for the donation to 
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qualify with Canada's Ecological Gifts Program, the Minister of ECCC is given the responsibility in 
the Act to certify the land as ecologically sensitive, approve the recipient to receive the gift, and 
certify the fair market value of the donation. 

Marine Liability Act, 2001 [Transport Canada, ECCC] 
This Act requires the Minister of Transport to consult the Minister of ECCC in certain circumstances 
relating to levies imposed under the domestic Ship-source Oil Pollution Fund.   

Nunavut Planning and Project Assessment Act, 2013 [Indigenous Services Canada, ECCC] 
This Act concerns the assessment of ecosystem and socio-economic impacts of projects in the 
Nunavut Settlement Area, as well as land-use planning in the Area. It clearly establishes the roles 
and authorities of Inuit, federal and territorial governments with respect to planning and project 
assessment in Nunavut. Although administered by Indigenous Services Canada, the Minister of 
ECCC has certain responsibilities related to environmental assessments in the Nunavut Settlement 
Area. 

Resources and Technical Surveys Act, 1985 [Natural Resources Canada, Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada, ECCC] 
The Minister of ECCC is responsible for technical surveys, such as meteorological surveys. The Act 
enables the Minister to distribute results, sell publications and conduct relevant research. 

Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act, [Indigenous Services Canada, 
ECCC] 
This Act was established in the Yukon Umbrella Final Agreement and outlines the process for 
assessing the environmental and socio-economic effects of certain activities in Yukon. While 
administered by Indigenous Services Canada (ISC), the Minister of ECCC can provide 
recommendations on the selection of members of the Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic 
Assessment Board and has certain responsibilities with respect to assessments conducted by the 
Board. 
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Jurisdiction, Duties and Authorities 
Constitutional Jurisdiction 

The constitutional authority for federal environmental legislation is founded on criminal law, as well 
as the principles of peace, order, and good government and on federal constitutional powers such as 
international borders, international relations, trade and commerce, navigation and shipping, 
seacoasts and fisheries. 

Provincial environmental laws are based on provincial constitutional powers, such as over 
municipalities, local works and undertakings, property and civil rights, provincially owned (public) 
lands, and natural resources. Territorial governments exercise delegated powers under the authority 
of the Parliament of Canada. The devolution of powers, or the transfer of province-like 
responsibilities from the federal government to territorial governments, is ongoing with agreements 
finalized in Yukon (2001) and in the Northwest Territories (2014), and an Agreement-in-Principle 
signed in August of 2019 with Nunavut. 

The Constitution Act, 1867 constitutional jurisdiction over the environment 
Section 91 of the Constitution Act, 1867 gives the federal government the authority to make laws on 
a broad range of matters. Section 92 sets out the issues for which the provinces may make laws. 
The environment is not explicitly listed in either section. As a result, there is often overlap and 
uncertainty in terms of which level of government is responsible for various aspects of the 
environment. Based on a number of Supreme Court of Canada decisions, protection of the 
environment is recognized as a matter of shared jurisdiction between Parliament and the provincial 
legislatures. 
 
The Federal Heads of Power 

According to the Supreme Court, federal jurisdiction over the environment is mainly supported by 
main federal “powers”: the criminal law power and the “peace, order and good government” power. 

The Criminal Law Power – s. 91(27) 
For many years, there was debate as to whether or not the federal criminal law power would support 
environmental protection legislation. However, in 1997, in R. v Hydro-Québec, the Supreme Court 
decided unanimously that the protection of the environment is a valid criminal law purpose for which 
the criminal law power can be used. At issue in that case was the toxic substances regulatory 
scheme in the Canadian Environmental Protection Act. This decision was a major breakthrough in 
establishing a broad scope of federal jurisdiction over the environment. 

Peace, order and good government 
The federal government has the authority to take action on matters of national concern, based on 
the “peace, order and good government” (POGG) power of section 91. The courts have provided 
guidance of the extent of the federal POGG power, including as it relates to the environment. 
In R. v. Crown Zellerbach Canada Ltd., the Supreme Court used POGG to justify federal jurisdiction 
over ocean pollution. At issue was the Ocean Dumping Control Act, which prohibited the dumping of 
any substance into the sea without a permit. 

 
In Crown Zellerbach, the Court emphasized that the national concern argument applies to those 
legislative subject matters that have national dimensions so significant as to warrant federal action, 
even if a provincial government might have responsibilities.  
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A key consideration is whether granting jurisdiction to the federal government over such a subject 
matter would take away too much from provincial jurisdiction. The courts will look at whether the 
subject matter in question can be defined and limited in a manner which avoids this. In the overall 
analysis on whether a subject matter fits under POGG, it is also relevant consider the potential 
overall national impact if one or more provinces is unable to effectively manage or address the issue 
in question. 
 
Other Heads of Power 

Federal jurisdiction over the environment may also come from other federal powers. For example, 
the taxation power (s. 91(3)) provides the federal government with the ability to encourage 
environmentally friendly behaviors, such as tax assistance for donations of ecologically sensitive 
land. As well, the courts have accepted that there is a power that allows federal spending, even in 
areas where Parliament doesn’t have the authority to pass legislation. For example, while Parliament 
cannot legislate in provincial fields of jurisdiction, such as education and healthcare, it can place 
conditions on how provinces spend federal funding. Where environmental matters are concerned, 
the federal spending power could be used to conduct remediation on polluted private or provincial 
lands, where the federal government would not otherwise have jurisdiction. 

Other heads of power may provide a basis to regulate the environment in specific contexts. These 
are set out in the Annex. 

The Supreme Court of Canada has recognized that environmental management and protection is a 
broad area and, depending on the issue, falls under federal or provincial jurisdiction. Parliament 
could enact new or expanded federal legislation respecting environmental protection as long as such 
action can be linked to a federal power and meets the criteria established by the Supreme Court of 
Canada in its recent decisions. 

Duties 

The Minister of the Environment and Climate Change’s mandate derives from various statutes and 
regulations, aimed at protecting the environment (see Tab 1a – About Environment and Climate 
Change Canada and Tab 1d, Mandate and Summary of Legislation). These statutes and regulations 
give the Minister a framework that includes some Ministerial obligations, and a much longer list of 
powers that can be used to deal with environmental issues and concerns. Depending on the statute 
or regulation, the Minister may be required to take certain actions or make certain decisions, 
sometimes within a specific timeframe.  

Each issue must be examined on a case-by-case basis to determine whether the Minister has a duty 
or obligation to act. There may be situations where the statute or regulation gives the Minister a 
power to act, should he or she wish.  

Mandatory duties 

Ministerial duties are enforceable by the courts. Should the Minister not take action, members of the 
public or, public interest groups, may ask the courts to force the Minister to fulfill their duty. When the 
Minister takes action, those actions can also be reviewed by the courts. The courts will then 
generally look at the “reasonableness” of the Minister’s decision or action. 

Mandatory duties often arise in the context of the Species at Risk Act where, based on a particular 
set of facts, the Minister is obligated to make a recommendation to the Governor in Council for a 
regulation to protect a species. In particular, where there is an imminent threat to the survival or 
recovery of a species, or where the necessary protection for the species, the residences of its 
individuals or its critical habitat are not in place, the Minister has a duty to make a recommendation 



   Tab 1 – e 
 

3 
 

to the Governor in Council. The Minister’s position regarding an imminent threat or the level of 
protection for a species and its habitat must be supportable on the basis that it is reasonable.  

Statutes imposing mandatory duties on the Minister usually provide a certain discretion. For 
example, the Minister is required to produce annual reports to Parliament, inventories of pollutants 
and other documents. The Minister however is granted discretion to determine the details of the 
content of the report. As a further example, the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA 
1999) gives the Minister discretion to determine the action to take to assess and manage chemical 
substances, but the Minister is required to make a decision in that regard within a certain timeframe. 

Authorities 

The Minister has significant discretion in terms of protecting the environment. Most statutes provide 
the Minister with a toolkit that allows for a choice of action. This could include Ministerial or Governor 
in Council regulation-making authority, the authority to adopt codes of practice, standards, and 
information-gathering instruments. The Minister may also enter into agreements or contracts, as 
necessary, and work with provinces and other stakeholders.  

For the most part, the statutes under the responsibility of the Minister contain wide regulation-making 
authority. For example, the Minister may choose to develop and recommend for adoption by the 
Governor in Council regulations to control greenhouse gases in a particular sector, but the Minister 
is not legally obligated to do so. The Minister generally has a number of options, including doing 
nothing, leaving it to another level of government to regulate or control the subject-matter, proposing 
a voluntary agreement with the polluter or the setting of standards or best practices.  

In some cases, powers may include the ability to issue a permit to allow a specific type of activity, 
within certain limits. Under the Canada Wildlife Act, for example, an activity can only be permitted in 
a wildlife area if it will not interfere with the conservation of wildlife. In the event of a court challenge, 
as with other powers, the Minister must be able to demonstrate that he or she considered the 
relevant information and acted reasonably.  

Not all of the Minister’s powers are directly spelled out in statutes. Some can flow from their general 
mandate. For example, the Minister generally has authority to take action to assist decision-making. 
Where there may be a problem with air emissions, for instance, the Minister could undertake a 
monitoring program to determine what regulation may be necessary. Since regulating emissions is 
within the Minister’s mandate, he or she can take steps to arrive at a proper regulatory scheme, 
even if a statute doesn’t specifically dictate such steps. Such broad authority, if found nowhere else, 
is implicit in the Department of the Environment Act, which provides the Minister and department 
with their overall mandate over environmental matters. This includes the authority to conduct 
environmental monitoring activities, or pursue environmental scientific studies even if this is not 
expressly authorized by regulation. 

There are also certain legal limits on the powers concerning regulations. Regulation powers can only 
be relied on for the purpose for which they are intended. For example, if a statute contains the power 
to make regulations on automobile emissions, this power cannot be used to make regulations 
reducing emissions from other types of vehicles. Such a regulation would be considered outside the 
authority provided by the statute.  

Furthermore, the federal government needs to be able to justify any environmental legislation or 
regulation under the Constitution Act, 1867 (see above, Constitutional Jurisdiction) 
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ANNEX – Other Heads of Power as a Basis for Federal Jurisdiction in 
Environmental Matters 

Seacoast and Inland Fisheries – s. 91(12) 
The courts have confirmed federal jurisdiction over fisheries resources that includes authority to 
make laws to protect fish habitat, including regulating water quality for this purpose. 

Trade and Commerce – s. 91(2) 
This power has been interpreted as having two branches: international trade and trade between 
provinces; and the general trade and commerce power. Courts have found that this power allows for 
some incidental federal regulation of trade within a province if certain conditions are met, including 
that the legislation’s primary purpose is to regulate trade outside of a province. Courts have held that 
customs duties are a form of trade and commerce legislation and this power is also considered to be 
a source of federal jurisdiction over certain environmental issues such as the movement of 
hazardous waste. 

 
Public Property – s. 91(1A) 
The federal power over property includes federal property, including national parks. 
 
Indians and Lands Reserved for the Indians – s. 91(24) 
Parliament may legislate with respect to environmental matters on lands reserved for the Indigenous 
Peoples. 

Navigation and Shipping – s. 91(10)  
The federal power over navigation and shipping confers federal legislative competence over 
navigable waters, works of navigation and harbours, and extends to vessels engaged in local 
shipping. It applies on the high seas, tidal waters and also extends up navigable rivers. This power 
permits the federal government to regulate obstructions to navigation, such as dams and bridges 
(in Oldman, the Supreme Court upheld the application of the Guidelines Order, in part, on this head 
of power). 
 
Empire Treaty – s. 132 
The Migratory Birds Convention of 1909, which regulates the hunting and conservation of migratory 
birds, falls within the scope of s. 132. Parliament has exclusive jurisdiction to implement Canada’s 
obligations under this treaty. This power, however, is only available in respect of treaties signed by 
Great Britain on behalf of Canada, a practice which ended with the Statute of Westminster in 1931. 
 
Extraprovincial Works and Undertakings – ss. 91(29) and 92(10)(a) 
Under this power, Parliament may regulate works and undertakings that extend beyond the limits of 
a province or that operate as part of an interprovincial system. The regulation could be used to 
impose environmental standards on pipelines between provinces (e.g., gas or water). 
 
Works declared to be for the general advantage of Canada – ss. 91(29) and 92(10)(c) 
This power is the basis for federal jurisdiction over several matters that touch on environmental 
protection such as uranium mining and nuclear energy, as well as local railways. 
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Regulatory Responsibilities and Processes 

Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) is one of the federal government’s most active 
regulators. The Department’s regulatory portfolio addresses such issues as toxic chemicals, air 
pollutants, greenhouse gas emissions, effluent, migratory birds and species at risk.  

The federal regulatory process is governed by legal and policy frameworks. The Statutory 
Instruments Act provides the main legal framework. All statutory orders and regulations are subject 
to the requirements of the Statutory Instruments Act. The Cabinet Directive on Regulation sets out 
expectations and requirements in the development, management, and review of federal regulations. 

In order to ensure that regulations result in the greatest overall benefits to current and future 
generations, federal regulations are guided by the following four principles:   

• the regulatory process is modern, open, and transparent; 
• regulatory decision-making is evidence-based;  
• regulations support a fair and competitive economy; and 
• enforcement of laws and regulations is done in a fair, predictable and consistent manner. 

The development of regulations within ECCC typically involves policy approval (either by the Minister 
or Cabinet, depending on the issue), consultations with interested parties throughout the regulatory 
development cycle (including with Indigenous peoples), preparation of drafting instructions, 
economic analysis, enforcement advice, legal advice, and drafting of the actual text of the regulation. 
Publication of proposed regulations in the Canada Gazette, Part I, provides a formal opportunity for 
Canadians to provide input on proposed regulatory text. Final regulations are published in the 
Canada Gazette, Part II.Along with officials within the Department, other parties within Government 
are involved in the development and approval of regulations. 

• The Minister sets overall policy guidance and approves the details of specific regulations. For 
some issues, the Minister may issue a regulation under their own authority. Most regulations, 
however, are issued by the Governor in Council, acting on the recommendation of the 
Minister. The Treasury Board acts as the Governor in Council for this purpose. 

• The Treasury Board Secretariat reviews all proposed regulations to ensure that the analysis 
that the Department provides to support each regulatory proposal is consistent with the 
requirements in the Cabinet Directive on Regulation and will enable Treasury Board 
members to make informed decisions.  

• The Department of Justice (DoJ) provides legal counsel, who help departmental officials 
design regulations that are supported by relevant statutory authorities. The DoJ also 
provides the drafters who prepare the legal text of regulations. 

• The Privy Council Office is responsible for receiving regulatory submissions, examining them 
in consultation with the DoJ, and registering regulations, once approved. 

• The Governor General, as the representative of the Crown, signs into law the regulations 
approved by the Governor in Council (Treasury Board). 

• The Department of Public Services and Procurement Canada publishes the Canada 
Gazette, the official newspaper of the Government. Proposed regulations and supporting 
documentation are published in Canada Gazette, Part I. Final regulations are published in 
Canada Gazette Part II. 

• The Standing Joint Committee for the Scrutiny of Regulations, pursuant to the Statutory 
Instruments Act, examines each regulation after it has been published to ensure that there is 
adequate statutory authority for each requirement in the regulation. 

The timeframe for developing a regulation is on average 18 to 24 months, but can vary considerably. 
The duration of consultations is one of the main factors affecting regulatory development timelines.  
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ECCC’s Regulatory Activities Include 
 
Issuing orders 
Issues orders to formalize decisions made by the Minister or the Governor in Council to update 
statutory lists based on the results of scientific assessments. Each year, for example, the Minister 
typically receives numerous assessments of toxic substances, leading to the need to decide, in 
conjunction with the Minister of Health, whether or not to recommend that the GiC add the substance 
to the List of Toxic Substances (Schedule 1 of CEPA) under the Canadian Environmental Protection 
Act (CEPA). Similarly, the Minister typically receives numerous assessments of the status of wildlife 
species, leading to a decision about whether or not to recommend adding the species to the List of 
Species at Risk under the Species at Risk Act (SARA). While the decision to recommend listing is 
discretionary, in both cases addition of the substance or the wildlife species triggers obligations to 
take action to mitigate the risk identified by the scientific assessment. 
 
Amending existing regulations 
Amending existing regulations to enhance their effectiveness. For example, the Minister may decide 
to amend a regulation to: strengthen its performance requirements; require the use of a more current 
test method; allow for use of new technologies or practices; expand the scope of application to 
include sources not previously addressed, or relax regulatory requirements where there is no longer 
a bona fide need for it, etc. 
 
Developing new regulations  
Developing new regulations to manage environmental or conservation risks where the Minister 
determines that regulatory intervention is required. Over the past 10 years the total number and 
complexity of regulations and equivalents1 for which ECCC is responsible has doubled. The annual 
output of regulatory initiatives has also increased significantly and the trend is likely to continue.  
 
Regulatory Agenda 
 
ECCC administers or shares responsibility for some 30 Acts and approximately 80 regulations or 
equivalents, addressing issues as diverse as pollution prevention, weather modification, wildlife 
protection, and emergency management. A wide range of sectors are covered by existing ECCC 
regulations, including federal departments (storage tanks), municipalities (wastewater), importers/ 
exporters, consumer and commercial products and many industrial sectors. Vehicles and engines 
are a key focus of current GHG and air pollutants regulations. Regulations also impact hundreds of 
thousands of individuals who partake in regulated activities such as migratory game bird hunting, 
enter into any of ECCC’s 146 protected areas or are engaged in activities that may conflict with the 
survival of species at risk domestically or in international trade.  
 
Posted in April 2019, the Department’s Forward Regulatory Plan for 2019–2021 proposed 92 
regulatory initiatives, including new regulations, amendments to existing regulations, consolidations, 
and repeals and reflect existing policies as of 2019. While some regulatory work is legislatively 
mandated, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change and the Cabinet have the latitude to 
shape the regulatory agenda, both in the content and the pace of initiatives. All regulatory initiatives 
are conducted at the direction of the Minister, who has broad authority under the various 
departmental statutes to determine the overall focus of regulatory programs, and to make decisions 
about whether or not to intervene, the choice of instrument, and the nature of the regulatory 
obligation to impose. 

                                                 
1 Equivalents include signif icant amendments to existing regulations that increase the ongoing w ork load of the department.  For 
example, the addition of a new  substance to the Prohibition of Certain Toxic Substances Regulation, uplisting protections for a 
species or implementing an emergency protection order under SARA 

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/acts-regulations/forward-regulatory-plan.html
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Plans at a glance and operating context 
Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) is the lead federal department for strategic 
action on a wide range of environmental matters, including action on clean growth and climate 
change, preventing and managing pollution, conserving nature, and predicting weather and 
environmental conditions. The Department’s program focus reflects the interdependence 
between environmental sustainability and economic well-being. 
 
Operating Context  

Protecting and conserving the environment requires ECCC’s commitment and action, as well as 
that of federal government partners, provinces and territories, Indigenous peoples, business and 
industry, and individual Canadians. International partners are also vital to addressing Canadian 
and global environmental challenges. Effective engagement with partners and stakeholders 
helps ECCC to advance innovative and effective policies, regulations and services, facilitates a 
coordinated approach to achieve results that represent the interests of all partners, and allows 
ECCC to be more responsive to evolving environmental challenges and circumstances, such as 
is often observed when addressing global climate change and protecting species at risk. 
 
ECCC will remain focused on commitments set out in the Prime Minister’s mandate letter to 
Minister McKenna, many of which are outlined in the priorities and related actions described 
below.  
 
In pursuit of its commitments, the Department will continue to experiment i to reflect the federal 
culture of measurement, evaluation and innovation in delivering its mandate, and will integrate 
Gender-Based Analysis Plus ii (GBA+) principles into its analysis to ensure that the Department is 
better positioned to serve Canadians equitably.   
 
Taking Action on Clean Growth and Climate Change 

Addressing climate change is one of the Government of Canada’s 
top priorities. The impacts of climate change are being felt across 
the country, from floods, droughts, forest fires, and heat waves to a 
thawing Arctic. The costs associated with disaster response and 
recovery are also increasing. Between 1983 and 2008, insurance 
claims from extreme weather averaged $400 million a year. 

Between 2009 and 2017, those costs quadrupled to an average of $1.8 billion a year. 
 
In 2016, the Government of Canada worked with provinces and territories, and engaged with 
Indigenous peoples and Canadians to develop the Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth 
and Climate Change, Canada’s plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs) by 30% 
below 2005 levels by 2030. This plan contains over 50 concrete measures to drive down 
emissions, build resilience to a changing climate, and create a clean economy. Governments 
have made tremendous progress in realizing this plan, but more needs to be done to ensure 
Canada remains on a path to meet its Paris Agreement target. As such, the implementation of 
the Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change will continue to be a key 
priority for the Department.  

In 2019–20, ECCC will:   

 Ensure pollution is no longer free, and stimulate clean innovations and energy efficiency 
by implementing the federal carbon pollution pricing system. ECCC will also work with 
other government departments and agencies to ensure that proceeds will go directly 

https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-hub/services/reports-resources/experimentation-direction-deputy-heads.html
https://cfc-swc.gc.ca/gba-acs/index-en.html
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back to the people of these provinces through the Climate Action Incentive and the 
provision of funds for small- and medium-sized enterprises, not-for profit organizations, 
municipalities, universities, schools, hospitals, and Indigenous communities to, for 
example, help them become more energy efficient and reduce emissions. 

 Continue to leverage investments in projects that will generate clean growth and reduce 
GHGs through the $2 billion Low Carbon Economy Fund (LCEF), including working with 
provinces and territories to identify opportunities for partnership under the Leadership 
Fund. To date, 37 projects, totalling over $1.1 billion, have been approved under the Low 
Carbon Economy Leadership Fund across 9 provinces and territories. In addition, the 
LCEF Challenge Fund ($500M) provides funding to provinces and territories, 
municipalities, Indigenous communities and organizations, businesses and not-for-profit 
organizations, and small municipalities. 

 Reduce GHGs and drive clean growth through the development and implementation of 
key regulations, such as the Clean Fuel Standard, which is expected to cut 30 million 
tonnes of pollution every year by 2030. 

 Continue to support meaningful engagement between the Government of Canada and 
representatives of Indigenous peoples and governments to ensure that Indigenous 
peoples are full and effective partners in advancing clean growth and addressing 
climate change goals. ECCC will engage Indigenous peoples in implementing the PCF, 
including through senior and distinct tables with the Assembly of First Nations, Métis 
Nation and Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami, as well as in consultation with the women’s councils of 
these organizations and the Native Women’s Association of Canada.  

 Support the implementation of a range of adaptation efforts to help all levels of 
government, communities, Indigenous peoples, businesses and individuals make 
informed decisions and be better prepared for the impacts of climate change. 

 Take steps to strengthen Canadians’ and their communities’ capacity to adapt so that 
they can better withstand the impacts of climate change, though key initiatives such as 
Canadian Centre for Climate Services, which helps Canadians understand and plan for 
climate impacts. 

 Continue to champion and demonstrate global leadership on climate action by 
encouraging the implementation of the Paris “rulebook” to guide pledges, action and 
accountability of all signatories to the Paris Agreement. ECCC will also continue to help 
to deliver on Canada’s pledge of $2.65 billion by 2020-21 to help developing countries 
transition to low-carbon, climate-resilient economies through investments in clean 
technology, climate-smart agriculture, and other initiatives. 

 
Preventing and Managing Pollution 
Building on the progressive work undertaken with provinces and territories under Canada’s Air 
Quality Management System, ECCC will continue to reduce emissions from a range of sources 
and protect Canadians from harmful pollutants by developing more stringent ambient 
standards for air quality. 
 
To contribute to global commitments and efforts to reduce marine litter, including 
plastic waste, ECCC will work with provinces, territories, and other partners to 
achieve targets under the Ocean Plastics Charter, iii including those under the 
Strategy on Zero Plastic Waste to achieve 100% reusable, recyclable or recoverable 
plastics by 2030, and to increase the recycled content of plastic products by at least 
50% by 2030. The Government of Canada will also invest $100 million to prevent 

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-reducing-waste/international-commitments/ocean-plastics-charter.html
https://www.ccme.ca/en/current_priorities/waste/waste/strategy-on-zero-plastic-waste.html
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plastic waste from entering the oceans, address plastic waste on shorelines, and better manage 
existing plastic resources in developing countries including $65 million through the World Bank for 
an international fund to address plastic waste in developing countries, $6 million to strengthen 
public-private partnerships to support global action in plastic pollution hot spots, and $20 million 
in support for the G7 Innovation Challenge to Address Marine Plastic Litter. Canada is also taking 
direct actions at home through the Canadian Plastic Innovation challenge, which will provide 
funding of up to $12.85 million to Canadian innovators and businesses to develop innovation 
technologies to reduce plastic waste. 
 
ECCC will continue its work with Canadian and U.S. partners to protect and improve Canada’s 
freshwater resources, including the Great Lakes, St. Lawrence River and Lake Winnipeg 
watersheds, through its science-based research and monitoring, and by investing in actions that 
reduce nutrient pollution in these waters that support tens of millions of Canadians.  
 
The Department will apply its scientific expertise and advice to Canada’s Oceans Protection 
Plan, iv including support for a state-of-the-art safety system to preserve and restore Canada’s 
marine ecosystems. For example, the Department’s data and modelling contributions will 
support environmental sensitivity assessments to help protect marine birds on British Columbia’s 
north coast. 
 
Conserving Nature 
 
ECCC will continue to collaborate with partners to conserve 17% of Canada’s lands and inland 
waters (10.55% as of December 2018), and 10% of coastal and marine areas (7.9% as of 
December 2018) by 2020. With significant federal funding ($1.35 billion between 2018-19 and 
2022-23) to support its efforts, the Department will continue to: 
 

 Expand existing federal protected areas as both Migratory Bird Sanctuaries and National 
Wildlife Areas; 

 Collaborate with federal, provincial and territorial ministers responsible for nature and 
habitat to meet the commitments set out in Canada’s Natural Legacy Declaration, while 
also working in the spirit and practice of reconciliation with Indigenous peoples; and 

 Fund initiatives that conserve spaces and species under the $500 million Canada Nature 
Fund, beginning with support to establish Territorial and Municipal Protected Areas, and 
Indigenous Protected Areas. 

 
ECCC will transform the way species at risk are conserved through a new ecosystem-based, 
multispecies approach. The Department will partner with and support provinces and territories in 
their leadership role to recover and protect species at risk on their lands, and will also partner 
with Indigenous peoples to establish plans to recover and protect Canada’s Boreal and 
Southern Mountain Caribou herds.  
 
Under the proposed Impact Assessment Act, ECCC will continue to provide scientific expertise 
and advice related to climate change, air quality, water quality, environmental preparedness 
and emergencies, and biodiversity. This will include: developing guidance for project 
proponents on standard methodologies to address common issues such as species at risk, 
migratory birds and wetlands issues; contributing advice on strengthening a federal offsets 
framework that encompasses biodiversity and developing datasets and science products to 
inform decisions on the assessment of impacts.   
 
  

https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2017/10/the_oceans_protectionplan.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2017/10/the_oceans_protectionplan.html
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Predicting Weather and Environmental Conditions 

ECCC will continue to bring leading-edge technology and science 
together to provide timely and accurate forecasts on which 
Canadians, businesses, communities and others rely to make health 
and safety decisions. The Department will upgrade its vital 
infrastructure, including 12 radars in 2019 −20, to contribute to more 
reliable weather information for businesses, communities and 
individuals.  
 
Canadians will continue to have access to the WeatherCAN v 
application and use ECCC’s forecasts to plan ahead. The application provides current 
conditions and push notifications for weather alerts issued by the department for locations 
anywhere in Canada. It also provides quick access to ECCC's dynamic radar image. 

For more information on Environment and Climate Change Canada’s plans, priorities and the 
planned results, see the “Planned Results” section of this report. 
 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/weather-general-tools-resources/weathercan.html
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i Experiment : www.canada.ca/en/innovation-hub/services/reports-resources/experimentation-direction-deputy-
heads.html 
ii Gender-Based Analysis Plus: www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/gba-acs/index-en.html 
iii Ocean Plastics Charter: www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-reducing-
waste/international-commitments/ocean-plastics-charter.html 
iv Ocean Protection Plan: www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2017/10/the_oceans_protectionplan.html 
v WeatherCAN: www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/weather-general-tools-
resources/weathercan.html 

                                                 

http://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-hub/services/reports-resources/experimentation-direction-deputy-heads.html
http://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-hub/services/reports-resources/experimentation-direction-deputy-heads.html
http://www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/gba-acs/index-en.html
http://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2017/10/the_oceans_protectionplan.html
http://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/weather-general-tools-resources/weathercan.html
http://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/weather-general-tools-resources/weathercan.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. CORPORATE OVERVIEW 



DEPARTMENTAL RESULTS FRAMEWORK
as per “TB Policy on Results”
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Climate Change Adaptation

Core Responsibilities / Minister’s Mandate Priorities
Core Responsibilities are the functions related to the ongoing departmental mandate. The items listed under each Core Responsibility are specific ministerial mandate commitments drawn from the Minister’s Mandate Letter, the Speech 

from the Throne and Budget 2016.

Preventing and Managing Pollution 
Collaborate with provinces, territories, Indigenous peoples and 
others to develop and administer environmental standards, 
guidelines, regulations and other risk management instruments 
to reduce releases and monitor levels of contaminants in air, 
water and soil; and promote and enforce compliance with 
environmental laws and regulations.

Conserving Nature
Protect and recover species at risk and their critical habitat; 
conserve and protect healthy populations of migratory birds; 
engage and enable provinces and territories, Indigenous 
Peoples, stakeholders, and the public to increase protected 
areas and contribute to conservation and stewardship activities; 
expand and manage the Department’s protected areas; and 
collaborate with domestic and international partners to advance 
the conservation of biodiversity and sustainable development.

Predicting Weather and Environmental 
Conditions

Monitor weather, water, air quality and climate conditions; 
provide forecasts, information and warnings to the Canadian 
public and targeted sectors through a range of service delivery 
options; conduct research; develop and maintain computer-
based models for predicting weather and other environmental 
conditions; and collaborate and exchange data with other 
national meteorological services and with international 
organizations.

Departmental Results and Result Indicators for each Core Responsibility / Minister’s Mandate Priorities
By defining Results/outcomes and indicators, progress against Core Responsibilities will be monitored and updated through public reporting and departmental management

Program Inventory
Provides an overview of how the Department’s Programs are organized to achieve the Departmental Results

Canada’s wildlife and habitat are conserved and 
protected

Percentage of migratory bird species that are within target 
population ranges
Percentage of Canadian areas conserved as protected 
areas and other effective areas-based conservation 
measures

Canadian greenhouse gas and short-lived climate 
pollutant emissions are reduced

GHG emissions from light duty vehicles
GHG emissions from heavy duty vehicles
Black carbon emissions, as reported in Canada’s Black 
Carbon Emissions Inventory
HFC emissions
Reduced methane emissions from the oil and gas sector
Emissions reductions are being achieved under the Clean 
Fuel Standard building on the Renewable Fuels 
Regulations 
Percentage of coal-fired electricity generation units 
meeting their regulated GHG emissions intensity 
performance requirement
Carbon pricing systems are in place in Canada
GHG emissions from ECCC operations

Taking Action on Clean Growth and 
Climate Change

Through engagement with other federal departments and 
agencies, provinces, territories, Indigenous Peoples, and other 
stakeholders, and external experts, the Department will support 
and coordinate the implementation of the Pan-Canadian 
Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change (PCF); work 
to reduce Canadian greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions; drive 
clean growth; develop regulatory instruments; support 
businesses and Canadians to adapt and become more resilient 
to climate change; and contribute to international climate change 
actions to increase global benefits.

Canadians have clean air

Percentage of Canadians living in areas where air quality 
standards are achieved

Canadians use authoritative weather and related 
information to make decisions about their health and 
safety

Index of the timeliness and accuracy of severe weather 
warnings on a scale of 0 to 10
Percentage of Canadians that use ECCC information to 
address water-related impacts on health, safety, economy 
and environment

Canada contributes to reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions and increasing climate resilience globally

Canada’s public sector investments leverage private sector
climate finance
GHG reductions resulting from international initiatives 
funded by Canada
Number of people in developing countries who benefitted 
from Canada’s adaptation funds

Canadians have clean water

Percentage of wastewater systems where effluent quality 
standards are achieved

The Canadian environment is protected from harmful 
substances

Number of substances assessed, identified as toxic, and 
for which control measures were put in place

Canada’s species at risk are recovered

Percentage of species at risk for which changes in 
populations are consistent with recovery objectives

Indigenous Peoples are engaged in conservation

Percentage of Indigenous Peoples engaged with ECCC 
who indicate that the engagement was meaningful 

Indigenous Peoples are engaged in clean growth and 
climate change

Co-development of indicators with Indigenous Peoples to 
ensure they are engaged in the implementation of the 
PCF, through three distinct senior-level joint tables with 
First Nations, Inuit, and the Métis Nation. 

Canadian communities, economies, and ecosystems 
are more resilient

Number of individuals, businesses, and governments 
accessing climate services and using that information to 
inform decision making



CADRE MINISTÉRIEL DES RÉSULTATS
conforme à la « Politique sur les résultats du CT »

Priorités d’ECCC relatives aux responsabilités essentielle/mandat du Ministère
Les responsabilités et les fonctions principales relatives au mandat ministériel continu. Ces points sont énumérés sous chaque responsabilité essentielle et constituent les engagements précis du mandat ministériel tirés de la lettre de mandat de la ministre, du 

discours du Trône et du Budget de 2016.

Prévention et gestion de la pollution

Collaborer avec les provinces, les territoires, les peuples autochtones et d’autres 
entités afin de développer et de gérer des normes, lignes directrices et 
règlements liés à l’environnement, et d’autres mesures de gestion du risque, en 
vue de réduire les rejets et de surveiller les niveaux de contaminants dans l’air, 
l’eau et le sol; promouvoir les lois et les règlements environnementaux et veiller 
à leur application.

Préservation de la nature

Protéger et rétablir des espèces en péril et leurs habitats, assurer la 
conservation et la protection de populations saines d’oiseaux migrateurs; 
mobiliser les provinces, les territoires, les peuples autochtones, les parties 
prenantes et le public afin d’augmenter les aires protégées et contribuer aux 
activités de conservation et d’intendance; étendre et gérer les aires protégées du 
Ministère; et collaborer avec des partenaires du Canada et à l’international pour 
faire progresser la conservation de la biodiversité et du développement durable.

Prévisions des conditions météorologiques et 
environnementales

Surveiller les conditions météorologiques, l’eau, la qualité de l’air et les 
conditions climatiques, fournir à la population canadienne et aux secteurs ciblés 
des prévisions, de l’information et des avertissements au moyen d’un vaste 
éventail de modes de prestation de services, de réaliser des recherches, de 
concevoir et tenir à jour des modèles informatiques pour la prévision 
météorologique et d’autres conditions environnementales et de recueillir des 
données et en permettre l’échange avec d’autres services météorologiques 
nationaux et des organisations internationales.

Résultats pour chaque responsabilité essentielle/priorités du mandat du Ministère
En définissant les résultats/extrants, les progrès en fonction des responsabilités essentielles seront surveillés et mis à jour par le biais de rapports publics et de la gestion ministérielle
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Répertoire des programmes
Donne un aperçu de la façon dont les programmes du Ministère sont organisés pour qu’il s’acquitte de son mandat

Croissance propre et atténuation 
des changements climatiques

Action internationale sur les 
changements climatiques

Qualité de l’air
Qualité de l’eau

et partenariats pour les 
écosystèmes

Gestion des substances et des 
déchetsÉcoAction communautaire

Espèces en péril Politiques et partenariats sur la 
biodiversité

Oiseaux migrateurs et autres 
espèces sauvages

Conservation et protection des 
habitats 

Évaluation environnementale

Promotion de la conformité et 
Application de la loi - Pollution

Promotion de la conformité et 
Application de la loi - Faune

Observations, prévisions et 
avertissements météorologiques 

et environnementaux

Services hydrologiques
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Prendre des mesures visant la croissance propre 
et les changements climatiques

Par une collaboration avec d’autres ministères et organismes fédéraux, les 
provinces, les territoires, les peuples autochtones, les parties prenantes et des 
experts externes, le Ministère soutiendra et coordonnera la mise en œuvre du 
cadre pancanadien sur la croissance propre et les changements climatiques; 
s’employer à réduire les émissions de gaz à effet de serre (GES); mener la 
croissance propre; élaborer des instruments réglementaires; soutenir les 
entreprises et les Canadiens pour s’adapter et devenir plus résilients aux 
changements climatiques; et contribuer aux mesures prises sur le plan 
international pour les changements climatiques pour augmenter les avantages 
globaux.

Adaptation aux changements 
climatiques

La faune et les habitats du Canada sont préservés et protégés

Pourcentage des espèces d’oiseaux migrateurs qui se trouvent dans 
l’éventail des populations ciblées
Pourcentage des aires canadiennes conservées comme aires protégées 
et autres mesures de conservation efficaces axées sur les aires

Réduction des émissions de gaz à effet de serre et de polluants de 
courte durée 

Émissions de GES pour les véhicules légers
Émissions de GES pour les véhicules lourds
Émissions de carbone noir, comme déclarées dans l’inventaire canadien 
des émissions de carbone noir
Émissions de HFC
Réduction des émissions de méthane produites par le secteur du pétrole 
et du gaz
Des réductions des émissions ont été réalisées grâce à la norme sur les 
combustibles propres basée sur le règlement sur le carburant 
renouvelable 
Pourcentage d’unités de production d’électricité alimentées au charbon 
qui satisfont leur niveau d’intensité d’émissions de GES
Des systèmes de tarification du carbone sont en place au Canada
Émissions de GES résultant des activités de l’ECCC

Les Canadiens ont un air pur

Pourcentage des Canadiens qui vivent dans des aires où les normes de 
qualité de l’air sont atteintes

Les Canadiens utilisent des renseignements météorologiques et des 
informations connexes faisant autorités pour prendre des décisions 
éclairées pour leur santé et leur sécurité

Indice de rapidité et de précision des avertissements de veilles de temps 
violent sur une échelle de 0 à 10
Pourcentage des Canadiens qui utilisent les renseignements d’ECCC 
pour aborder les répercussions liées à l’eau sur la santé, la sécurité, 
l’économie et l’environnement

Peuples autochtones sont impliqués à la croissance propre et aux 
changements climatiques

Codéveloppement d’indicateurs avec les peuples autochtones afin de 
s’assurer qu’ils participent à la mise en œuvre du cadre pancanadien par 
l’entremise de trois tables conjointes de haut niveau distinctes avec les 
Premières Nations, Inuits et Métis

Le Canada contribue à réduire les émissions de gaz à effet de serre et 
à augmenter la résilience mondiale aux changements climatiques

Les investissements du secteur public canadien tirent profit du 
financement climatique du secteur privé
Réduction des GES résultant de programmes internationaux financés par 
le Canada
Le nombre de personnes dans les pays en voie de développement qui 
ont profité des fonds d'adaptation du Canada

Les communautés, économies et écosystèmes canadiens sont mieux 
adaptés

Nombre de particuliers, d'entreprises et de gouvernements qui utilisent 
les services climatiques et qui utilisent ces renseignements dans la prise 
de décision

Les Canadiens ont une eau propre

Pourcentage des systèmes de traitement d’eaux usées où les normes de 
qualité des effluents sont atteintes

L'environnement canadien est protégé des substances nocives

Nombre de substances évaluées, identifiées comme étant toxiques et 
pour lesquelles des mesures de contrôle ont été mises en place

Les espèces en péril canadiennes sont rétablies

Pourcentage des espèces en péril pour lesquelles les modifications dans 
les populations correspondent aux objectifs de rétablissement

Les peuples autochtones sont impliqués dans la conservation

Pourcentage de peuples autochtones engagés auprès d'ECCC qui 
indiquent que leur participation était significative 



EMPLOYEE DISTRIBUTION BY REGION 

PYR 8%
PNR 11%

ON 17%
QC 13%

ATL 7%

NCR 
44%

Source: My GCHR. Data extracted as of March 31, 2019.

Employee population includes active employees and those on leave with (seconded 
out) or without pay. It includes employees who are indeterminate, seasonal or term 
greater than three months. 
All other employment types are excluded (e.g. casual, student, etc.). 
Data is based on the substantive position of the employee.
Due to rounding, percentages may not add up to 100.

ATL = Atlantic Region
NCR = National Capital Region
ON = Ontario Region
PYR = Pacific and Yukon Region
PNR = Prairie and Northern Region
QC = Quebec

The 60/40 region to NCR ratio is similar 
to other departments with field delivery.

Tab 2 - b
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Our People 
Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) employs 7,1621 employees (can vary throughout 
the year) distributed across the country as follows: 

Region Portion of workforce 
National Capital 44% 
Ontario 17% 
Quebec 13% 
Prairie and Northern 11% 
Pacific and Yukon 8% 
Atlantic 7% 

 

ECCC employees deliver: 
• Weather forecasts, including conducting research and providing information about the past, 

present and future conditions of the atmosphere, climate, water, air quality, ice and related 
environment. For example, every year more than 1,500,000 public forecasts, 200,000 marine 
and sea state forecasts, 500,000 aviation forecasts, 10,000 severe weather warnings, and 9,000 
ice condition products are provided.  

• Scientific research, support field-work, impact assessment, enforcement operations and a host of 
other critical work to support the roles and responsibilities of the Department, the Government of 
Canada, provincial, territorial, municipal and Indigenous governments and numerous other 
stakeholders. The number of scientists, inclusive of biologists, chemists, engineers, 
mathematicians and others, in the Department has remained steady over the last 10 years and is 
currently 2,8202 or 39.4% of ECCC’s total workforce. 

• Essential services to safeguard environmental quality and human health and security by 
conducting research to better understand wildlife, biodiversity, water, air, soil, climate, 
environmental prediction and environmental technologies as well as enforcing all legislation and 
regulations respecting pollution and the protection of wildlife and habitat administered by the 
department. ECCC employees monitor Canada’s ecosystems to understand what is changing, 
and to evaluate emerging threats. 

• Enforcement of regulations to safeguard the environment. Enforcement is spear-headed by 270 
badged officers who work in 26 district offices across Canada. ECCC’s enforcement officers 
(which include 180 environmental enforcement officers and 80 wildlife enforcement officers) 
have peace officer powers to empower their activities in safeguarding the environment. 

• Implementation of legislation, regulations and other policies and programs that protect the health 
of Canadians and their environment, while maintaining a vigorous economy.  

• Support to Canada's negotiation and implementation of international environmental agreements, 
as well as strategic advice to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change, the Deputy 
Ministers and senior management on international relations and activities when the environment 
is concerned.  

• Development and implementation of the Federal Sustainable Development Strategy.  
• Effective management of resources and assets in supporting the delivery of policies and 

programs for a clean, safe and sustainable environment for the present and future generations. 

                                                                 
1 Data w as extracted as of September 30, 2019 from My GCHR. Data includes indeterminate and term employees greater than 
three months, seasonal employees, employees on leave w ith (seconded out) or w ithout pay, and is based on the employee’s 
substantive position. 
2 As of September 30, 2019. 
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Real Property 
 

Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) has an extensive and varied Real Property 
Portfolio. 

• The current portfolio provides space for science, policy and technology professionals, it houses 
laboratories and equipment for scientific research; it provides facilities for weather and water 
observations and protects critical habitat for flora and fauna, in addition to office space.  

• ECCC workforce is spread out across the country in over 100 buildings. The buildings are 
managed centrally, with office space requirements standardized to ensure maximum and 
efficient use of available space. 

• The Department has 359 crown-owned sites/structures with 494 buildings/structures on them.  
• In addition to office space, the Department has a portfolio of buildings, structures and lands that 

supports monitoring conservation and science activities.  
• The Department has the second highest amount of land in the federal inventory under its 

responsibility and management at approximately 2.3 million hectares (Parks Canada has the 
highest amount). 

 

GHG Reductions 
• ECCC is working towards a goal of a 40% reduction in GHG levels by 2030 (from 2005 levels) as 

per the Federal Sustainable Development Strategy 2019-23. 
• ECCC has seen a 30% reduction in GHG since 2005. Reductions have mainly been due to 

mechanical and electrical grid improvements, and changes in technology. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. FINANCE 
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Financial Overview  
2019-20 Main Estimates 
The Main Estimates provide a listing of the resources required by individual departments and 
agencies for the upcoming fiscal year in order to deliver the programs for which they are responsible. 
It identifies the spending authorities (votes) and the amounts included in subsequent appropriation 
bills that Parliament will be asked to approve in order to enable the government to proceed with its 
spending plans.  

For ECCC, the 2019-20 Main Estimates were tabled on April 11, 2019 and provided $1.828 billion in 
spending authorities which represents an increase of $312 million from the 2018-19 Main Estimates 
of $1.516 billion.  

ECCC received spending authorities through three main Votes: 
• Vote 1: Operating expenditures totaling $837.3 million, which is $84.7 million higher than 

2018-19 Main Estimates of $752.6 million.  
• Vote 5: Capital expenditures totaling $82.3 million, which is $6.1 million higher than the 

2018-19 Main Estimates of $76.2 million.  
• Vote 10: Grants and contributions totaling $787.6 million, which is $187.0 million higher 

than the 2018-19 Main Estimates of $600.6 million.  

In addition to the Voted authorities under Vote 1, 5 and 10, ECCC also received a total of 
$26.3 million under four Budget Implementation Votes to enable timely implementation of Budget 
2019 measures. 

Statutory items totalling $94.6 million which is $8.2 million higher than the Main Estimates 2018-19 
of $86.4 million are also presented in the Main Estimates for information purposes and are mainly 
related to the Employee Benefit Plans. 
 
Respendable Revenues 
The main sources of ECCC’s Vote Netted Revenue (VNR) in 2019-20 are derived from specialized 
weather services and scientific activities related to oil sands monitoring. These authorities are netted 
from the votes and therefore not presented in the 2019-20 Main Estimates. In addition to the 
spending authorities included in the 2019-20 Main Estimates, ECCC has $82.5 million in 
respendable revenues for 2019-20, which is $1.3 million lower than the respendable revenues of 
$83.8 million from the 2018-19 Main Estimates.  

This brings the total authorities of the Department to $1.911 billion for 2019-20.  
 
Resource Management 
The overall financial situation and expenditures are monitored on a regular basis. This includes 
monthly status updates as well as in-depth departmental review at mid-year. Proactive financial 
strategies are put in place, as appropriate, to maximise the utilization of resources and achieve 
Departmental results. 

The Department is aligned with government policies and management practices in trying to 
implement more efficient ways of doing business and delivering services. 
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INTRODUCTION
• In our parliamentary system, the government 

must seek Parliament’s approval to spend public 
funds. 

• The government presents its estimates – its 
detailed spending plans – to Parliament for 
review, and Parliament authorizes the 
government to spend funds through the approval 
of appropriation bills.

2



EXPENDITURE MANAGEMENT  
SYSTEM

Finance - TBS

Prime Minister;
Minister of 

Finance

Departments;
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Treasury Board

Cabinet 
committees;

Minister of Finance;
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May-June
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Papers

Budget 
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FINANCIAL CYCLE – FEDERAL 
BUDGET

• The government’s financial cycle is a continuous 
process, there is no specific beginning and end 
to it.

• It is simpler to start with the Federal Budget, 
which is presented to Parliament by the Minister 
of Finance in February or March.

4



THE REPORTING CYCLE FOR 
GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES

Note: The Supplementary Estimates cycle is subject to change each year. The 
presentation above is representative of the recent years.
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FINANCIAL CYCLE - ESTIMATES
• The Estimates, along with the Minister of Finance's Budget 

and Economic and Fiscal Update, reflect the Government's 
annual budget planning and resource allocation priorities.

• The Estimates are divided in 3 parts:
1. Government Expenditure Plan
2. Main Estimates
3. Departmental Plans and Departmental Results Reports

• Each year, the Government prepares Estimates to request 
Parliament for authority to spend public funds. This request is 
formalized through the tabling of appropriation bills in 
Parliament.

• The Main Estimates, the Departmental Plans and the 
Departmental Results Reports require Minister’s approval.

6



FINANCIAL CYCLE –
DEPARTMENTAL PLAN

• Shortly after tabling the Main Estimates, the 
government tables the Departmental Plan (DP) for 
each government organization. The DP is included 
in Part III of the Estimates.

• These reports include a Minister’s message and 
outline the results the government expects to 
attain with the resources provided. 

• They set out each organization’s overall program 
structure, called the Departmental Results 
Framework (DRF). This specifies the financial 
investments and human resources allocated to 
each Core Responsibility.

7



FINANCIAL CYCLE – SUPPLEMENTARY 
ESTIMATES

• Basic instrument used to make approved vote transfers, OGD 
transfers, etc.

• A vehicle used to obtain additional funding  for new or 
changing government initiatives. (TB Submissions)

• Successful submissions are approved by Parliament in the 
form of Supplementary Estimates normally two times a year

8

Submit 
Request

Tabled in Royal Assent

Supplementary Estimates A Late March May June

Supplementary Estimates B Late August November December



FINANCIAL CYCLE –
DEPARTMENTAL RESULTS REPORT
• In the fall, usually in November, the 

government presents results reports for each 
government organization.

• These are called “Departmental Results 
Report” (DRR), and they set out the 
performance that has been achieved with the 
resources available, as assessed against the 
expected results outlined by DRF in the 
previous year’s DP. They include a Minister’s 
message and are included in Part III of the 
Estimates.

9



FINANCIAL CYCLE – PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTS

• Also in the fall, the government tables the Public Accounts of 
Canada, the government’s consolidated financial statements 
for the recently completed fiscal year. 

• Whereas the Main and Supplementary Estimates seek 
Parliament’s approval to spend funds, the Public Accounts 
outline how much was actually spent during the fiscal year by 
each government organization.

• All Branch Heads sign a Representation Letter attesting to the 
Information in some of the Public Account Plates.

• The Minister’s office expenditures are detailed by Standard 
Object in Volume 3 of the Public Accounts.

10



OTHER EXPENDITURE MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM DOCUMENTS

• The following documents are prepared internally 
by all departments and sent to various central 
agencies, but not tabled in Parliament. They 
require Minister’s signature.
– Memorandum to Cabinet (MC)
– Treasury Board (TB) Submission 
– Departmental Attestation Form (TB 

Streamlined Attestation Process)

11
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Cabinet Affairs 
Overview 

Cabinet is the body of advisors that sets the federal government's policies and priorities for the 
country. Members of Cabinet (Ministers) are appointed by the Governor General on the advice of the 
Prime Minister. The Cabinet system performs several key functions, including: securing agreement 
among Ministers on Government priorities and parliamentary actions; providing a forum of debate; 
and, ensuring Ministers have the necessary information they need to carry out their responsibilities. 
 
The Cabinet system is formed by Cabinet committees. While it is the Prime Minister's prerogative to 
organize Cabinet and the Cabinet committee decision-making system, in the recent past there have 
been two types of Cabinet committees: policy committees and executive committees. Generally, 
policy committees consider proposals aimed at implementing the government's agenda, 
parliamentary business, and any other matter of general concern to Canadians or the government. 
Issues are normally brought forth by a Minister in the form of a Memorandum to Cabinet which is 
tendered to the appropriate Cabinet committee after it has been circulated to all member Ministers. 
In past Parliaments, policy committees have been established to examine issues such as social 
affairs, the economy, the environment, foreign affairs, security, Indigenous affairs, Canada-U.S. 
relations, and unity.  
 
Once an item has been discussed at a policy committee and consensus has been reached, a 
Cabinet Committee Recommendation (CR) is issued. The decision is subject to confirmation by an 
executive committee chaired by the Prime Minister. Once a decision has been reached by the 
Executive committee, it is recorded and communicated throughout the government in the form of a 
Record of Decision (RD).  
 
Besides their role in confirming decisions made by policy committees, executive committees 
generally consider items of special urgency, political issues and the review of senior appointments. 
Treasury Board is also considered an executive committee as its decisions are not normally subject 
to further approval. It has historically been responsible for financial, personnel and administrative 
management, comptrollership, and approving regulations and most Orders-in-Council.  
 
Items for Cabinet consideration 
Generally, any new policy direction or position must be approved by Cabinet. While the scope of the 
responsibility can vary, examples of issues on which Ministers are typically instructed to have 
Cabinet approval include: new or major policy changes; Government responses (GR) to 
parliamentary committee reports; Government positions on Private Members' Business (PMB); 
legislation; and high-level consultation/issues management. 
 
Cabinet documents to support decision-making  

In most cases, a Memorandum to Cabinet (MC) is prepared by the Department in consultation with 
the Minister and is signed and submitted by the Minister in order to obtain a Cabinet decision on a 
proposal. Once approved by the Minister, the MC is shared with other Ministers who are members of 
the Cabinet committee that will consider the issue. (This distribution is managed by the Privy Council 
Office, which acts as the secretariat for all Cabinet committees.) 
 
An MC outlines the background, rationale, options and the recommended policy approach. The MC 
may also include drafting instructions for legislation when necessary, an Implementation Plan for 
policy, a Communications Plan to manage both internal and external communications and, a 
Parliamentary Plan that sets out the strategy for managing the issue in Parliament. MCs are written 
with the intended audience in mind—the Ministers who will discuss, make recommendations on, and 
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decide on the proposals set out in the MC. Thus, MCs need to be comprehensive so that Ministers 
have all the information they require to consider the matter in question. 
 
Similar in many ways to an MC, a Treasury Board Submission (TB Sub) is an official Cabinet 
document seeking specific authorities or approvals from the Treasury Board, usually to authorize the 
implementation of a program or project, or to execute a major procurement in support of government 
operations. The objective of the TB Sub process is to ensure that proposals are aligned with 
Government of Canada priorities and that they are designed, implemented and delivered to realize 
their intended results, while achieving value for money. A TB Sub transforms policy objectives 
previously approved by another Cabinet committee into an initiative that will achieve those 
objectives. In general, a TB Sub details how the initiative will be carried out, although additional 
elements are included, such as: 

• What efforts were made to minimize costs and make full use of existing resources; 
• Why the proposed method of implementation is the best one in relation to others; 
• What lessons learned from previous experiences were used in designing the initiative; 
• How critical risks associated with implementing the proposal will be managed; and 
• How performance will be monitored and evaluated to ensure that the initiative is meeting its 

policy objectives. 
 

Protecting Cabinet Documents 
In order to reach final decisions, Ministers must be able to express their views freely during the 
discussions held in Cabinet. As a result, the collective decision-making process has traditionally 
been protected by the rule of confidentiality. Cabinet documents are therefore classified SECRET, 
but can also occasionally be classified at a higher level.  
 
Rules that apply to SECRET Cabinet documents include:  

• SECRET and CONFIDENCE OF THE QUEEN’S PRIVY COUNCIL headings must appear at 
the top right corner of each page (including draft versions);  

• No signed copies of an MC should be kept in departmental records;  
• Cabinet documents should only be made available on a need-to-know basis;  
• Individuals who are required to handle Cabinet documents must hold a SECRET security 

clearance;  
• All draft versions of documents must be shredded prior to disposal;  
• Documents must be secured at all times; 
• When travelling, E-Cabinet tablets need to be accompanied by a completed courier 

certificate/itinerary form, and should be kept in a locked security briefcase; and 
• Electronic documents must only be stored and transmitted via secure means (e.g., 

Government of Canada Secret Infrastructure). 

Note that the distribution of final Cabinet documents occurs via E-Cabinet tablets, which PCO 
implemented to make the Cabinet decision-making process more modern and efficient. The handling 
of E-Cabinet tablets is subject to additional rules to ensure the protection of Cabinet documents. 
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Parliamentary Affairs 
 
Legislative Process 
 
Considering legislation is one of the key elements of parliamentary debate. Much of the time in the 
House of Commons and Senate revolves around debating proposed laws. 
 
In order to become law, a bill must be agreed to in the same form by both the House of Commons 
and the Senate. A bill can be introduced in the House of Commons or the Senate, but a bill that 
spends public funds or imposes a tax must be introduced in the House of Commons. 
 
The process for the passage of a bill is similar in both the House of Commons and the Senate. 
Normally the procedure is as follows: 

• Introduction and First Reading: the bill is introduced. 
• Second Reading: at this stage, the underlying principles and policy objectives (scope) of the 

bill are debated. All parties have the opportunity to voice their opinions during this debate. At 
the end of the debate a vote is called to adopt or reject the proposed bill and to refer it to a 
Standing Committee for detailed study and possible amendment. Although it is still possible 
to amend the legislation, any changes must remain within the scope of the original bill. In the 
House of Commons, it is possible to refer a bill to committee before second reading. Referral 
before second reading provides for more flexibility regarding amendments during the 
committee stage of the process. In the Senate, it is possible for a committee to study the 
subject matter of a bill introduced in the House of Commons prior to the bill being debated in 
the Senate. 

• Committee stage: at this stage, the bill is studied in detail by the committee, which will often 
hear witnesses and conduct a clause by clause examination of the bill. When the committee 
studies government legislation, the responsible Minister is normally called as a witness. The 
committee can make amendments to a bill as long as the amendments are in line with the 
scope of the bill. Once the study is concluded, the committee must report the bill back to the 
originating Chamber with or without amendments. The committee can also recommend that 
the bill not proceed any further. 

• Report stage: at this stage, the bill as passed by the committee is considered and an 
opportunity is provided to those who were not members of the Committee to propose further 
amendments to the bill. 

• Third Reading: the bill is debated a final time. Once the bill has been read a third time, it is 
deemed to have been passed by the House of Commons or the Senate. 

 
Once the bill has been passed by one House of Parliament, it is sent to the other House where it 
follows the same process. If either the Senate or the House of Commons amends a bill already 
passed by the other House, the amendments must be considered and agreed to by the other House 
as well. The bill must be passed in the same form in both Houses before it can be presented for 
Royal Assent. 
 
Royal Assent is the point at which the bill becomes law or an Act of Parliament. Royal Assent is 
granted by the Governor General or one of their deputies. 
 
Bills can be introduced by either the Government, by Members of Parliament (MPs) or Senators who 
are not part of Cabinet. These types of bills are known as Private Members’ Bills, when introduced 
by MPs, and Private Senator's Public bills, when introduced by Senators. All bills must follow the 
same process to become law, although the rules for Private Members’ Business are complex and 
vary in both the House of Commons and the Senate. Although Private Members’ Business is an 
important aspect of the daily Parliamentary agenda, it is important to note that the majority of time 
allocated in Parliament for debate is reserved for consideration of Government-proposed legislation. 
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Supporting the Minister in the Legislative Process 
 
Legislation itself is drafted by legislative drafters at the Department of Justice, in consultation with 
officials from the Environment Portfolio, based on drafting instructions provided for in a 
Memorandum to Cabinet (MC). 
 
Once legislation is ready for introduction in the House of Commons, the Minister is supported by the 
Portfolio. The Environment Portfolio, through the Parliamentary Affairs Unit at Environment and 
Climate Change Canada (ECCC), prepares the necessary information as the bill moves through the 
legislative process. This includes documents such as: 

• speeches for debate at all stages of the legislative process in both the House of Commons 
and the Senate; 

• briefing binders, including background information, questions and answers and other briefing 
material, to support the Minister before introduction of the bill and as necessary throughout 
the legislative process; and 

• briefing material for government and opposition committee members, if required. 
 
As with all of the Minister’s parliamentary engagement, departmental support for the Minister in the 
legislative process is carried out in close coordination with the Minister’s Director of Parliamentary 
Affairs.  
 
Order Paper and Notice Paper 
The Order Paper and Notice Paper is a two-part document published each sitting day in both the 
House of Commons and the Senate. The Order Paper is the complete and authoritative agenda of 
all items of business that may be considered by both Houses of Parliament. The Notice Paper 
contains all items for which notice has been given. This means that the items are put on notice to be 
added to the Parliamentary agenda. Together, these documents contain virtually all items of 
business that are before the House or Senate or that may be brought before the House or Senate. 
Printed copies are distributed in the morning in the Chamber. The electronic version is usually made 
available on the Parliament of Canada website the previous evening. 
 
Question Period 
Question Period (QP) is a 45-minute period held each day in the House of Commons which gives 
Opposition and Government "backbench" MPs (i.e. those who are not Ministers or Parliamentary 
Secretaries) the opportunity to ask the Government questions and hold it to account.  
 
The Minister’s participation in QP is supported by the Environment Portfolio, through ECCC’s 
Parliamentary Affairs Unit. The Unit coordinates the preparation of QP cards which contain a 
proposed response to an anticipated question as well as background information for the Minister. 
The Privy Council Office may also request QP cards from the Department in order to support the 
Prime Minister. 
 
QP also takes place in the Senate with the Government Representative to the Senate typically 
responding to questions from Senators. A procedural pilot project was recently launched requiring 
Ministers to attend QP in the Senate to respond to questions directly from Senators, with one 
Minister appearing per week. The new process allows Senators to exercise their parliamentary due 
diligence by posing questions directly to a Minister instead of to the Government Representative in 
the Senate.  
 
Late Show 
A "late show", also known as adjournment proceedings, is a follow-up to QP that occurs during the 
end of a House of Commons sitting day. An MP who wishes to receive more information following a 
response given to their question or who is not satisfied with the response to their question during QP 
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can ask for the matter to be raised again during the adjournment proceedings. Each day, except 
Fridays, the Speaker will choose which MPs are selected to participate in Late Shows. If the matter 
is selected, the MP will deliver a four-minute preamble and question followed by a four-minute 
response from the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister. Afterwards, they each have an additional 
minute to complete their arguments.  
 
Parliamentary Committee System 
 
Parliamentary committees are important elements of the parliamentary process. Both the House of 
Commons and the Senate have committees that help support Parliament's work. 
 
Although the rules and organization of committees differ slightly between the House and Senate, 
committees serve the same basic function in enabling detailed examination of complex matters more 
easily completed in committees, rather than in the full assembly of the House or the Senate. This 
includes detailed study of legislation, examination of the estimates, or of a subject matter related to 
the committee's mandate. The committee structure allows for more direct engagement with 
Canadians during the examination of issues and helps MPs and Senators develop expertise on 
various subject areas. 
 
Committees are made of all members from all parties. Party representation on committees is roughly 
proportional to the party standings in the House or the Senate. 
 
The primary committees related to the work of the Environment Portfolio are the House of Commons 
Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development (ENVI), and the Standing 
Senate Committee on Energy, the Environment and Natural Resources (ENEV). ENVI studies the 
programs and legislation of ECCC, Parks Canada Agency and the Impact Assessment Agency of 
Canada (IAAC) as well as reports of the Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable 
Development. ENEV examines legislation and studies issues related to energy, the environment and 
natural resources generally, including: mines and natural resources, other than fisheries and 
forestry; pipelines, transmission lines and energy transportation; environmental affairs; and other 
energy-related matters. Occasionally Portfolio-related issues will also be examined by other 
committees of the House of Commons or the Senate, or by a Joint Committee. 
 
The Portfolio, through ECCC’s Parliamentary Affairs Unit, monitors all committee activity and 
provides updates and information on Portfolio-related business. The Parliamentary Affairs Unit also 
works closely with the Portfolio and the Minister’s office to ensure that the Minister is well supported 
for any committee appearances (for example on legislation or on the Estimates) by providing the 
necessary briefing material on the subject matter the Minister is expected to discuss, as well as 
strategic and procedural advice on committee procedures and rules. The DM or other Senior 
Officials may also appear with the Minister in order to provide on-site support.  
 
Written Questions 
MPs and Senators may pose written questions to the Government seeking detailed or technical 
information on any matter of interest to them. The Government is required to provide a response to a 
written question. MPs can request that a response be tabled within 45 calendar days. While there is 
no deadline for providing a response to questions from Senators, the Privy Council Office asks 
departments to respect the 45 calendar day deadline. In the House of Commons, if a response is not 
provided within 45 days, the Minister may be deemed to be in contempt of Parliament and the issue 
may be referred to the appropriate committee. The Portfolio, through the Parliamentary Affairs Unit, 
prepares responses to written questions for the Minister’s consideration. 
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Petitions 
Petitions are formal requests made to Parliament by Canadians, which are tabled in the House of 
Commons by an MP. As with written questions, the Government is required to provide a response to 
any petition tabled in the House of Commons within 45 days. Failure to do so can result in the 
Minister being deemed to be in contempt of Parliament and the issue may be referred to the 
appropriate committee. The Portfolio, through the Parliamentary Affairs Unit, prepares responses to 
written questions for the Minister’s consideration.  
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Federal Budget Process 
The federal budget outlines the government’s fiscal, social and economic policies and priorities. The 
budget is generally tabled in Parliament early in the year (February or March), in advance of the 
fiscal year which begins on April 1. Later budgets are not unheard of, particularly for a new 
government. 

The Department of Finance is responsible for preparing the annual Budget. The process is initiated 
when the Minister of Finance sends a letter to their counterparts soliciting proposals for funding. The 
letter often identifies general directions and key themes for the Budget.  
 
While not yet confirmed, it is expected that the process will remain unchanged for Budget 2020 and 
that the Minister of Finance will write to all Ministers within the first few weeks of the Government 
taking office.  
 
Budget proposals tend to fall under three main categories: 

• funding for new government priorities; 
• renewal of sunsetting funding; and 
• funding to address program integrity issues. 

 
Portfolio organizations will develop proposals based on the three categories above, often in 
consultation with other government departments. The proposals describe the rationale for, and 
proposed uses of, new funding. Briefings will be scheduled with the Minister and the Minister’s office 
while the proposals are being developed. Finally, the Department will prepare a package of all 
portfolio proposals, along with a letter to the Minister of Finance summarizing the package for 
signature by the Minister. This letter can also express support for proposals put forward by other 
Ministers.  
 
Decisions on what is to be funded through the Budget are made by the Minister of Finance and the 
Prime Minister. Ministers are informed of the contents of the Budget in a Cabinet meeting held on 
the day the Budget is released in Parliament.  
 
Receiving funding through the Budget usually does not constitute policy or program authority in 
itself. A Memorandum to Cabinet (MC) and/or Treasury Board Submission (TB Sub) is required to 
access funding. These steps can take place before the Budget is announced, for example, in the 
case of major priorities and commitments that the Government wishes to expedite.  More frequently, 
they take place after the Budget.  
 
Budget announcements that require legislative change are addressed through one or more Budget 
Implementation Acts (BIAs), usually later in the spring or fall.  
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Governor in Council and Ministerial Appointments 

Overview 
The appointment function is central to the Government’s ability to carry out its mandate, and making 
qualified appointments is key to the achievement of the Government’s objectives and the 
strengthening of accountability. 

 
Ministers have the authority to make or recommend a number of appointments for positions in 
portfolio agencies and other bodies. There are two types of appointments: Governor in Council 
appointments and Ministerial appointments.  
 
Governor in Council Appointments 

• Governor in Council (GiC) appointments are made by the Governor General, on the advice 
of the Queen’s Privy Council of Canada (i.e., Cabinet). The responsibilities of GiC 
appointees range from making quasi-judicial decisions, to providing advice and 
recommendations on socio-economic development issues, to managing Crown corporations. 
The Governor General is represented by Cabinet with authority provided in the appropriate 
statutes. The role of the Minister is to make the recommendation to Cabinet. 

• Appointments are made by the GiC through an Order in Council (OiC), which specifies the 
tenure, term of office and terms and conditions of the appointment. 

• According to guidance from the Privy Council Office (PCO), to ensure the quality of GiC 
appointments, Ministers and their offices and departments should ensure that accessible, 
competency-based and transparent selection processes are developed and implemented 
when proceeding with staffing GiC positions within their portfolio. The responsibility for 
making qualified appointments that reflect Canada’s diversity in terms of linguistic, regional 
and employment equity representation rests with Ministers.  

• The Department provides advice and supports the Minister and their office in the 
management of GiC appointments by identifying upcoming vacancies, and providing fact-
based analysis of the skills needed on the Boards and the competencies of candidates, as 
well as strategic advice on the selection process. 

• The Minister of Environment and Climate Change is currently responsible for nominations for 
GiC appointments to eight advisory bodies as well as for the positions of Parks Canada 
Agency CEO and President of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada.  
 

Ministerial Appointments 

• Ministerial appointments are appointments made under the authority of a Minister that do not 
require the approval of the Governor in Council.  A Minister’s authority to make Ministerial 
appointments may come from a variety of sources, including federal and provincial 
legislation, federal/provincial/territorial and international agreements, and the documents that 
create, continue or establish an organization. 

• Several of the organizations for which the Minister of Environment and Climate Change has 
appointment responsibilities have been established under land claims and enabling 
legislation to carry out functions associated with resource management and dispute 
resolution. Many play a particularly significant role in conservation, protection and 
enforcement. These organizations (boards, panels, commissions) are physically located 
across the country and vary in scope. 

• As with GiC appointments, and on the advice of PCO, Ministers and their offices and 
departmental leads should ensure, whenever possible, that accessible, competency-based 
and transparent selection processes are developed and implemented when proceeding with 
staffing Ministerial positions within their portfolio. This may vary based on the nomination 
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process prescribed in the enabling legislation or agreement. 
• The Department provides options to address current and upcoming vacancies for specific 

bodies on a priority basis. It coordinates with the Minister’s office to develop and implement 
open, transparent, and representative processes to identify candidates, as appropriate. 

• Ministerial appointments are made directly by the Minister through a letter of appointment. 
• The Minister of Environment and Climate Change is responsible for roughly 290 Ministerial 

appointments across 60 bodies (e.g., panels, committees, boards). 
• Individual advisory bodies are managed by various sector leads within the Department. The 

Corporate Secretariat acts in an advisory capacity and provides a single point of contact. 
 

 
ANNEX – Governor in Council Appointments Summary 

Lead Advisory Bodies / Positions Positions 

Parks Canada 
• Chief Executive Officer, Parks Canada  
• Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada 15 

Impact 
Assessment 
Agency of 
Canada 

• President, Impact Assessment Agency of Canada 1 

Environment 
and Climate 

Change 
Canada 

• Gwich'in Renewable Resources Board 
• Sahtu Renewable Resources Board 
• Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 
• International Lake Memphremagog Levels Board 
• Canadian Lake of the Woods Control Board 
• International Niagara Committee 
• Accredited Officers of the St. Mary and Milk Rivers 

12 

Total GIC nominations made by the Minister of Environment and Climate Change 28 

 

Ministerial Appointments Summary  

Lead Advisory Bodies / Positions Positions 

Parks 
Canada 

• Auyuittuq Joint Inuit/Government Park Planning and 
Management Committee 

• Batoche National Historic Site Shared Management Board 
• Kluane National Park Management Board 
• Nááts’ihch’oh Park Management Committee 
• Qausuittuq Joint Inuit / Government Park Planning and 

Management Committee 
• Quttinirpaaq Joint Inuit/Government Park Planning and 

Mangement Committee (JPCM) 
• Sirmilik Joint Inuit/Government Park Planning and 

Management Committee 

52 
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Lead Advisory Bodies / Positions Positions 

• Tuktut Nogait National Park Management Board 
• Ukkusiksalik National Park Joint/Government Park Planning 

and Management Committee (UPMC) 
• Wapusk National Park Management Board 
• Wildlife Management Advisory Council North Slope (WMAC 

NS) 
• World Heritage Tentative List Ministerial Advisory Committee 

 
 

Impact 
Assessment 
Agency of 
Canada 

• Joint Review Panel for the Marathon Platinum Group Metals 
Copper Mine Project 

• Joint Review Panel for the Deep Geological Repository for 
Low and Intermediate Level Radioactive Waste Project 

• Review Panel for the New Prosperity Gold-Copper Mine 
Project 

• Joint Review Panel for the Frontier Oil Sands Mine Project 
• Review Panel for the Roberts Bank Terminal 2 Project 
• Joint Review Panel for Milton Logistics Hub Project 
• Joint Review Panel for the Grassy Mountain Coal Mine 

Project 
• Joint Review Panel Amisk Hydroelectric Project 
• Joint Review Panel for the Kitimat Refinery Project 
• Joint Review Panel for the Pacific Future Energy Refinery 

Project 
• Regional Assessment of Offshore Oil and Gas Exploratory 

Drilling East of Newfoundland and Labrador 

23 

Environment 
and Climate 

Change 
Canada 

• Chief Review Officer and Roster of Review Officers (CEPA) 
• Area Co-Management Committees for National Wildlife Areas 

and Migratory Bird Sanctuaries within Nunavut  (9 
Committees) 

• Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada 
(COSEWIC) 

• Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada’s 
Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge Subcommittee (COSEWIC - 
ATK) 

• Creston Valley Wildlife Management Authority (CVWMA) 
• Eeyou Marine Regional Wildlife Board 
• International Porcupine Caribou Board 
• National Aboriginal Council on Species at Risk (NACOSAR) 
• Nunavik Marine Regional Wildlife Board (NMRWB) 
• Porcupine Caribou Management Board 
• Torngat Wildlife and Plants Co-Management Board 

215 
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Lead Advisory Bodies / Positions Positions 

• Wek’ èezhìi Renewable Resources Board (WRRB) 
• Wildlife Habitat Canada (WHC) 
• Wildlife Management Advisory Council (WMAC – NWT), 

Inuvialuit Settlement Region, Northwest Territories 
• Species at Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC)  
• Canada-Chile Agreement on Environmental Cooperation - 

Joint Public Advisory Committee (CCAEC - JPAC) 
• Canada-Chile Agreement on Environmental Cooperation – 

Joint Submissions Committee (CCAEC –JSC) 
• North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation 

(NAAEC)- Canada’s National Advisory Committee 
• North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

(CEC) - Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) Roster of 
Experts 

• North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
(CEC) - Executive Director of the Secretariat 

• North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
(CEC) Joint Public Advisory Committee, Commission for 
Environmental Cooperation (JPAC) 

• CETA Trade and Environment Roster   
• Yukon Water Board 
• Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation Board of Directors 
• Sustainable Development Advisory Council 
• Mackenzie River Basin Board 
• Prairie Provinces Water Board 
• Green Municipal Fund (GMF) 

Total appointments or nominations made by Minister of Environment and 
Climate Change 290 
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Access to Information and Records Management 

The Access to Information Act provides Canadians with the right of access to information in records 
under the control of a government institution. The guiding principles of the Act are that government 
information should be available to the public, that exceptions to the right of access should be limited 
and specific, and that decisions on the non-disclosure of information should be reviewed 
independently of government.   

The Privacy Act provides for access to one’s own personal information held by government 
institutions and governs the rules for collection, use, disclosure and disposal of personal information.   

The Acts are used for information which is not generally available to the public. The Acts require that 
a response be provided within 30 calendar days from receipt of the request. Extensions can only be 
given in limited circumstances. 

Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) is among the ten federal departments receiving 
the most Access to Information requests. In 2018/2019, ECCC received 1794 requests under the 
Access to Information Act. ECCC, however, receives relatively few requests under the Privacy Act, 
with 62 requests received last fiscal year. 

Within ECCC, the Access to Information Act and Privacy Act are administered by the Access to 
Information and Privacy (ATIP) Division which is part of the Corporate Secretariat. The Deputy 
Minister; the Associate Deputy Minister; the Director General, Corporate Secretariat; the Director, 
ATIP; and the Manager, ATIP all have full delegated authority under the Acts.  

The ATIP Division prepares a weekly Access to Information report detailing the new requests 
received. The ATIP Division will circulate copies of proposed responses, which may require media 
products, to the Minister’s office and the Communications Directorate for communications purposes.  

As most of the records found in the Minister’s office are not under the control of the Department, there 
are a number of considerations related to the Access to Information and Privacy Acts which must be 
taken into account when organizing files. 

There are four categories of records (including e-mail) which are found in the Canadian federal 
system of government. Each category of records must be treated separately within a Minister’s 
office. 

Institutional Records 
Institutional Records are records pertaining to ECCC's mandate that have been received or created 
by the Department and are under the control of the Department. They reflect the continuing business 
of the Department, its policies, programs and services. These records are subject to the provisions 
of Access to Information and Privacy legislation. With the exception of information which meets one 
or more of the exemption or exclusion provisions of these Acts, such information must be disclosed 
(subject to a case-by-case review) when requested. In addition, in records under the control of the 
Department that were created on or after June 21, 2019, the names and titles of Ministerial staff are 
no longer considered personal information for the purposes of the Acts. A federal Department must 
retain a copy of any document under its control that it sends to the Minister’s office and common 
practice is for the Minister’s office to return these records to the Department once the item of 
business has been completed. This practice encourages the Minister’s office to store only such 
information as is truly important to its operations. 

 
The Supreme Court of Canada has clarified the notion of control for records held in a Minister’s 
office in the decision Canada (Information Commissioner) v. Canada (Minister of National Defence), 
2011 SCC 25, [2011] 2 S.C.R. 306 (commonly known as the “PM agenda” case). 

http://scc.lexum.org/decisia-scc-csc/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/7939/index.do
http://scc.lexum.org/decisia-scc-csc/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/7939/index.do
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The office of a Minister is not part of the Department over which the Minister presides and, generally, 
records held exclusively in a Minister’s office are not subject to the Acts.  
 
However, a document held exclusively in a Minister’s office could be deemed to be under the control 
of a government institution if the following two-step test is satisfied: 

• Do the contents of the record relate to a departmental matter?  
• If so, could a senior official of the government institution reasonably expect to obtain a copy 

of the record upon request? 
 

Minister's Personal or Political Records 
Minister's Personal or Political Records are records related to matters such as constituency 
business, party politics, and the private life and personal interest of the Minister both during and after 
their term of office. Such records require separate storage from institutional and other records in the 
filing system of the Minister's office. They are not subject to Access to Information and Privacy 
legislation and are only disclosed at the Minister's discretion. 

 
Ministerial Records 
Ministerial Records are records pertaining to a Minister's position as a Minister and a member of the 
Queen's Privy Council for Canada. These records relate to Ministerial and Cabinet matters that do not 
pertain to the Department and have not been referred to federal public servants for advice or action. 
These records must be kept separate from institutional records and from personal and political records 
in the filing system of the Minister's Office. They are not subject to Access to Information and Privacy 
legislation and are only disclosed at the Minister's discretion. 

 
Cabinet Confidences  
Cabinet Confidences refer to Cabinet documents such as Memorandum to Cabinet, Cabinet 
committee reports and records of Cabinet decisions. Appropriate measures should be taken to 
identify and protect these documents within the filing systems containing Ministerial or institutional 
records. While in the Minister’s office, these documents are to be made available only to those 
persons who need to have access to them and have the appropriate security clearance. Advice 
prepared for the Minister on an issue that is or will be brought before Cabinet or a Committee of 
Cabinet is also a Cabinet confidence. After consultation with the Department of Justice, information 
deemed to be a Cabinet confidence is excluded from disclosure under Access to Information and 
Privacy legislation for a period of 20 years. 
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Conflict of Interest and Lobbying 

Conflict of Interest 

Ministers and their staff are subject to the requirements of the Conflict of Interest Act. In their 
capacity as members of the House of Commons, Ministers are also subject to the Conflict of Interest 
Code for Members of the House of Commons. 
 
The Conflict of Interest Act requires that, once they are appointed, public office holders must arrange 
their private affairs so as to prevent conflicts of interest from arising. With limited exceptions, they 
must not solicit or accept money or gifts; assist individuals in their dealings with government in such 
a way as to compromise their own professional status; take advantage of information obtained 
because of their positions as insiders, or; after they leave public office, act by taking improper 
advantage of having held that office. Information relating to the spouses and dependent children of 
Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries is also considered relevant. 
 
Bound by the Act are over 2,250 current and former public office holders, including not only 
current/former Prime Ministers, Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries and Ministers’ exempt staff, but 
also most full and part-time Governor in Council (GiC) appointees, including Deputy and Associate 
Deputy Ministers and heads of agencies, Crown corporations, boards, commissions and tribunals. 
 
The Conflict of Interest Act makes a distinction between reporting and non-reporting public office 
holders. Reporting office holders include Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries, Ministerial staff who 
work on average 15 hours or more a week, part-time GiC appointees who receive an annual salary 
and benefits, and full-time GiC appointees. The obligations imposed on reporting public office 
holders are, by and large, more stringent than those imposed on non-reporting public office holders. 
 
The Conflict of Interest Act provides that, in order to reduce the risk of conflict of interest, public 
office holders should use such means as avoidance, a confidential report, a public declaration, 
divestment, or recusal, depending on the asset or interest in question. Divestment can include 
making an asset subject to a trust or management agreement. In relation to outside activities, a 
public office holder must not engage in the practice of a profession; actively manage or operate a 
business or commercial venture; retain or accept directorships or offices in a financial or commercial 
corporation; hold office in a union or professional association; or serve as a paid consultant. 
 
The Conflict of Interest Act also deals with the conduct of public office holders after they leave office. 
The rules for post-employment are laid out in Part 3 of the Act (sections 33 to 42). These rules 
establish the general principle that former public office holders cannot act in such a manner as to 
take improper advantage of their previous public office.  
 
They provide that former reporting public office holders cannot: 

• enter into a contract of service with, or accept an appointment to a board of directors of, an 
entity with which they had direct and significant official dealings during the one‑year period 
immediately before their last day in office; 

• accept an offer of employment with one of these entities; and 
• make representations, whether for remuneration or not, for or on behalf of any other person 

or entity, to any department, organization, board, commission or tribunal with which they had 
direct and significant official dealings during the one-year period immediately before their last 
day in office. 

 
The prohibitions for former Ministers apply for a period of two years following their last day in office. 
In addition, former public office holders who were Ministers cannot make representations to former 
colleagues who are still in Cabinet.   
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Lobbying Act 
 
Ministers (as well as other members of the House of Commons and Senate and senior public 
servants) are prohibited under the Lobbying Act from engaging in paid lobbying of the federal 
government for five years after they leave office. These provisions, as well as the Act’s registration 
requirements for lobbyists, are administered by the Commissioner of Lobbying. 
 
The Commissioner's mandate under the Act is threefold: 

• Maintaining the Registry of Lobbyists, which contains and makes public the information 
disclosed by lobbyists; 

• Developing and implementing educational programs to foster public awareness of the 
requirements of the Act and the Lobbyists' Code of Conduct (Code); and 

• Conducting investigations to ensure compliance with the Act and the Code. 
 
The Registry of Lobbyists provides Canadians with information about who is communicating with 
government decision makers on specific topics. Information available in the Registry includes: 

• Who is lobbying; 
• On whose behalf lobbying is done; 
• Which federal institutions are lobbied; 
• What lobbying is about (e.g., legislative proposals, bills, regulations, policies, programs, 

grants and contributions or contracts); 
• The types of communication used (e.g., oral communications, written correspondence, and 

appeals to the public); and 
• The names of designated public office holders involved in oral communications. 

 
Consultant lobbyists, and the most senior paid officer of a corporation or organization who meets the 
significant part of duties threshold, must register and submit all required information directly into the 
online Registry. 
 
The Commissioner of Lobbying may ask designated public office holders, including Ministers, to 
verify information about lobbying communications that has been registered by lobbyists. 
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Audit and Evaluation 
The Office of the Auditor General of Canada (OAG) conducts independent audits and studies that 
provide objective information, advice and assurance to Parliament, territorial legislatures, boards of 
crown corporations, government and Canadians. 

The OAG has a legislative basis in the Auditor General Act, the Financial Administration Act and a 
number of other statutes. The Auditor General’s powers and responsibilities are set forth in 
legislation passed by Parliament. 

Since 1995, as a result of amendments to the Auditor General Act, the Office of the Auditor General 
of Canada has a specific mandate related to the environment and sustainable development. This 
mandate is carried out by the Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development 
(CESD), on behalf of the Auditor General. 

Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development 

The Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development is appointed by the Auditor 
General of Canada for a seven-year term. 

The current interim Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development is Andrew 
Hayes. On behalf of the Auditor General, the Commissioner provides parliamentarians with analysis 
and recommendations on the federal government’s efforts to protect the environment and foster 
sustainable development. 
 
The Commissioner conducts performance audits, and is responsible for: 

• monitoring sustainable development strategies of federal departments 
• overseeing the environmental petitions process  
• auditing the federal government’s management of environmental and sustainable 

development issues 
 
Environment Minister’s Responsibilities relative to OAG and CESD Audits 
 
While it is the responsibility of the President of the Treasury Board to regularly provide updates to 
Cabinet on audits of the Office of the Auditor General, it is the responsibility of the Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change to provide updates on CESD reports.  

Environment and Climate Change Canada coordinates the Government of Canada’s overall 
approach on CESD reports. The Minister acts as the primary spokesperson on the overall response 
to the reports and takes questions in the House related to the Government’s environmental 
performance and agenda. 

The Environmental Petition Process 
 
The environmental petition process was created as a result of a 1995 amendment section 22 of the 
Auditor General Act. It is a unique way for Canadians to bring their concerns and questions about 
environmental issues to the attention of the federal Ministers responsible and obtain responses from 
them.  
 
The CESD administers the process on behalf of the Auditor General of Canada and reports annually 
to Parliament. The Office of the Auditor General consider petitions and the related responses when 
developing its multi-year performance audit program. 
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ECCC is typically among the top three departments that receive the most petitions. The 
environmental petition process requires coordination among various groups within the Department 
as well as, in some instances, among departments and agencies. 
 
The environmental petitions process comprises various requirements, the most significant of which 
is that a final response form the Minister must be provided to the petitioner within 120 calendar days 
of receipt of the petition. 
 
In FY 2018 to 2019, ECCC received the most petitions (8), and responded to all within the 120-day 
statutory deadline.  
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Legal Services 
The role of Environment Legal Services is to provide an in-house legal counsel service for the 
Environment portfolio consisting of Environment and Climate Change Canada, the Impact 
Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) and Parks Canada Agency (PCA). It is a centre of expertise 
in the area of environmental law for the Department of Justice and the Government of Canada as a 
whole.  

ECCC Legal Services is comprised of six teams, each with their own area of expertise. Teams of 
counsel (46 lawyers) and paralegals fully support Environment and Climate Change Canada, the 
IAAC as well as PCA. Each team delivers legal advice on environment policies and programs, 
legislative and regulatory development and drafting, as well as, litigation support and legal training. 
For some specialized areas of law outside the expertise of Environment Legal Services (e.g., 
information and privacy law, labour and employment law, constitutional and administrative law, 
human rights law), legal support for the Environment portfolio is provided by central specialized units 
within the Department of Justice.  

Environment Legal Services Teams: 
• Commercial 
• Conservation 
• Enforcement 
• Protection 
• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada 
• Parks Canada Agency 
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Communications Overview 

Communications are central to the Government of Canada’s work and contribute directly to the 
Canadian public’s trust in their government. Within Environment and Climate Change Canada 
(ECCC), the Communications Directorate provides Canadians with timely, accurate, clear, objective 
and complete information about its policies, programs, services and initiatives. 

As Canadians increasingly use technology to communicate in their daily lives, the Department has 
increased the number of platforms used to engage Canadians (e.g., Twitter, Instagram, the 
WeatherCAN App), but also continues to rely on traditional tools (e.g., news releases). ECCC 
Communications has the capacity to provide full service communications support from traditional 
and creative product development, speeches, web publications, and support for media availabilities 
including videography, social media and livestreaming as well as event logistics. Using new and 
traditional approaches to communication enables ECCC to reach and engage with Canadians 
effectively and efficiently in the official language of their choice, regardless of where they are 
located. 

In developing ECCC’s communications approach, the department works closely with the Minister’s 
Director of Communications to ensure that ECCC delivers the communications products and 
services most relevant to the Minister’s mandate and priorities. The Communications Directorate 
also works closely with Program partners, in tandem with the Minister’s Director of Communications, 
to proactively identify communications opportunities for the Minister. These opportunities are 
presented in short to medium term calendars that are informed by the Program work of the 
Department, public opinion research on priority subjects, advertising initiatives and issues 
management.  

Government of Canada communications are guided by a number of policies and legislation including 
with respect to official languages, accessibility, political neutrality and federal identity. The 
Communications Directorate ensures that ECCC complies with these requirements. ECCC 
Communications is also responsible for responding to individual requests for information through the 
public inquiries centre as well as working with the Minister’s office in responding to media requests 
for information and interviews. In addition, the corporate Communications team informs and engages 
employees regarding internal departmental activities and initiatives.   

An overview of ECCC’s communications services is provided on the following page.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. FEDERAL, PROVINCIAL, AND TERRITORIAL 
RELATIONS 
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Federal, Provincial and Territorial Overview 
Canada, as a geographically large federation, divides up distinct powers assigned to the federal 
government and provinces based, for the most part, on the Canadian Constitution. Protection of the 
environment is not, however, specifically addressed under the Constitution. It has become an area of 
concurrent jurisdiction as governments have taken action according to their respective authorities. 
Constitutional jurisprudence continues to evolve in this area. 

The constitutional authority of the federal environmental legislation is founded on criminal law, as 
well as the principles of peace, order, and good government and on federal constitutional powers 
such as international borders, international relations, trade and commerce, navigation and shipping, 
seacoasts, and fisheries. 

Provincial environmental laws are based on provincial constitutional powers, such as over 
municipalities, local works and undertakings, property and civil rights, provincially owned (public) 
lands, and natural resources. Territorial governments exercise delegated powers under the authority 
of the Parliament of Canada. The devolution of powers, or the transfer of province-like 
responsibilities from the federal government to territorial governments, is ongoing with agreements 
finalized in Yukon (2001) and in the Northwest Territories (2014), and an Agreement-in-Principle 
negotiated with Nunavut (2019). Every jurisdiction has an environmental ministry or agency, but 
environmental responsibilities can be widely shared within each government. Some jurisdictions 
have distinct departments/ministries that are responsible for some aspects of wildlife management 
and conservation. The separation of mandates can be very subtle: in British Columbia for example, 
the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy is the lead on the invasive species file 
while the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations delivers invasive plant 
management programs. As with the federal government, other departments or ministries’ mandates 
can also have a significant environmental component such as those responsible for natural 
resources, fisheries, or health. 

Given the shared responsibilities and authorities among levels of governments on environmental 
issues, close federal, provincial and territorial collaboration is essential to achieving meaningful 
results on the environment, and for successfully delivering on Environment and Climate Change 
Canada’s strategic priorities. 

Environment and Climate Change Canada’s role 

Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) officials maintain direct links with 
provincial/territorial (PT) counterparts bilaterally or multilaterally through Federal-Provincial-Territorial 
(FPT) working groups addressing specific issues of common interest. FPT meetings on technical 
matters happen throughout the year at all levels - working level officials through to Ministerial. 
ECCC’s scientific expertise is an important resource for the PTs, bringing together a critical mass of 
research and analysis that supports many PT initiatives, and is particularly welcomed in many areas 
by jurisdictions of limited capacity.  

FPT Ministers with common interests or portfolios are often organized in councils, which meet on a 
regular basis, ensuring sharing of information and best practices. The main FPT body addressing 
national environmental issues is the Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment (CCME). The 
14 FPT Ministers meet at least once a year to discuss national environmental priorities, and 
determine work to be carried out under the auspices of CCME. The chair rotates between the 14 
Ministers on an annual basis at the annual meeting. CCME furthers the Canada-wide environmental 
agenda through results-oriented and consensus-based dialogue, while respecting the unique roles 
and responsibilities of member jurisdictions. The Council seeks to achieve positive environmental 
results by focusing on issues that are national in scope and that require collective attention from a 
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number of governments. For example, the last meeting in Halifax in June 2019 addressed issues 
such as climate change, air quality, and plastic waste. 

The department also enters into agreements (Memoranda of Understanding, administrative 
agreements, equivalency agreements, and collaboration agreements [e.g., Species at Risk]) with 
provincial or territorial governments to streamline the administration and management of 
environmental regulations. For example, intergovernmental agreements are used to address 
transboundary water governance through joint FPT participation on domestic water boards. In 
addition, Canada has long-standing bilateral Ministerial agreements with PTs to manage Canada’s 
water quantity monitoring network. Canada also engages in this area at an international level 
through the International Joint Commission (IJC), in partnership with the United States. 
Environmental emergency management is also an area of shared jurisdiction where ECCC works 
closely with PTs. Warning Preparedness Meteorologists, located across Canada, further support 
each PT’s Emergency Management Organizations and the unique needs of the jurisdictions through 
informal, but established, partnerships. 

PTs also address environmental issues through other multilateral and regional fora. For example, 
several discussions have taken place on environmental issues among the Premiers of the Council of 
the Federation and in ad-hoc meetings, such as the Conference of New England Governors and 
Eastern Canadian Premiers, convened in Stowe, Vermont in August 2018 or the Western Premiers’ 
Conference in June 2019. 

Although the federal government formally represents Canada in international environmental 
negotiations (e.g., international transboundary water management under the International Joint 
Commission IJC participation), PTs are regularly involved in negotiations that relate to issues within 
their jurisdiction. British Columbia, Saskatchewan, Ontario, and Québec were all represented at the 
Ministerial level at the last meeting of the Conference of the Parties of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change in Katowice, Poland in December 2018. Provinces and 
territories will also regularly send representatives to other international environment fora such as the 
Convention on Biological Diversity or the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 
As only national governments are usually members of international organizations (the IUCN is one 
exception), PT delegates normally act in an observer capacity. 

PTs are diverse in terms of population, area, and resources, and thus they can face unique 
challenges with regard to environmental issues. ECCC monitors environmental events and policy 
developments in provinces and territories, provides analysis where required and maintains 
information factsheets or provincial/territorial data relevant to the environment. 
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Federal-Provincial-Territorial Engagement Mechanisms 
Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment 
 
The Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment (CCME) is the primary intergovernmental 
forum in Canada for Ministerial discussion and joint action on environmental issues of national and 
international concern. Membership on the Council of Ministers is comprised of the federal, 
provincial, and territorial Ministers responsible for the Environment. The current form of CCME was 
established in 1989 as a formal mechanism to promote effective intergovernmental cooperation 
and a coordinated approach on environmental issues such as air, water, and soil.  
 
CCME has identified consensus decision-making as one of its fundamental operating principles. It 
is a process that attempts to recognize and account for the differing, legitimate interests of its 14 
member governments. Consensus building takes time and effort but CCME has had some 
important accomplishments, including the development of the Canada-wide Strategy for the 
Management of Municipal Wastewater Effluent (2009), agreement to implement the Air Quality 
Management System (2012), and the Canada-wide Strategy for Zero Plastic Waste (2018).  
 
Senior officials establish working groups of experts from the federal, provincial, and territorial 
environmental ministries to accomplish specific goals, with the support of a permanent 
secretariat. In most cases, group membership may include experts from other relevant government 
departments (such as Health).  
 
Depending on the nature of the work, expertise from the private sector, academia, Indigenous 
groups and environmental and health public interest groups may be sought. Its current working 
groups are: 
 
Air Management Committee (AMC) 
AMC manages intergovernmental approaches to air quality issues in Canada. AMC's work includes 
recommending priorities for cooperative action on existing and emerging air quality issues and 
overseeing the implementation of the collective aspects of the Air Quality Management System 
(AQMS). 
 
Climate Change Committee (CCC) 
The CCC was established in June 2015 to facilitate ongoing federal/provincial/territorial 
engagement on climate change and work on priority issues identified by Ministers in order to 
effectively address climate change. The CCC facilitates ongoing FPT engagement on climate 
change and work on priority issues identified by Ministers in order to effectively address climate 
change.  
 
Contaminated Sites Working Group (CSWG) 
The CSWG provides technical expertise on CCME soil quality and contaminated site initiatives. 
 
Cumulative Effects Working Group (CEWG) 
The CEWG is responsible for developing guidance and tools for jurisdictions to assist them in 
assessing, monitoring and managing cumulative effects. 
 
Environmental Emergencies Working Group (EEWG) 
The EEWG was established primarily to enhance the collective and individual ability of jurisdictions 
to respond to environmental emergencies and to facilitate a common understanding of roles and 
responsibilities as the foundation for cooperation; undertake initiatives to  embed environmental 
considerations in response actions and in the systems used to manage emergency response.  
 



 Tab 5 – b  

 2  

 
Waste Reduction and Recovery Committee 
The Waste Reduction and Recovery Committee is aims to assist Canadian jurisdictions in their 
action to reduce waste, increase resources recovery and foster transition towards a circular 
economy where waste is seen as a valuable resource. 
 
Water Management Committee (WMC) 
The WMC manages intergovernmental approaches to water issues in Canada. WMC's work 
includes recommending priorities for cooperative action on existing and emerging water issues and 
coordinating the delivery of activities under CCME’s strategic vision for water. 

 
Figure 1. The organization of Committees and Work ing Groups within the CCME 
 
CCME is supported by the independent, not-for-profit, CCME Secretariat located in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. In 2017-2018, funding for the CCME Secretariat was comprised of $375,000 (down from 
$500,000 in 2011-2012) from the federal government and a total of $1,000,000 from provinces and 
territories allocated roughly on a per capita basis. The federal contribution is delivered through a 
five-year agreement that is set to expire in 2021. 
 
CCME Ministers usually meet once a year to discuss national environmental priorities and provide 
direction regarding work to be carried out. The last Ministerial meeting was held on June 27, 2019, 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia, while the upcoming Ministerial meeting will be held in Saskatchewan in June 
or July 2020. The agenda is anticipated to include, among other issues, discussions on zero plastic 
waste and circular economy, climate change, environmental emergencies, cumulative effects, air 
quality, and Indigenous engagement. 
 
National leaders and representatives from the Assembly of First Nations (AFN), Inuit Tapiriit 
Kanatami (ITK), and Métis National Council (MNC) met with FPT Ministers in advance of CCME 
COM in November 2017. Ministers agreed that further work is required to define appropriate ways 
of working with AFN, MNC, and ITK to advance shared environmental priorities.  
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The role of CCME chair rotates between the 14 participating jurisdictions on a pre-determined, 
annual basis. The current CCME chair is Saskatchewan and next year it will be New Brunswick. 
Canada was last in the Chair position in 2018. 
 
Conservation, Wildlife and Biodiversity 
 
Ministerial and DM-level discussions on Conservation, Wildlife and Biodiversity (CWB) are currently 
held on an ad-hoc basis. There are well-established mechanisms at the ADM and working level to 
advance collaborative work. Specific FPT fora and their objectives are outlined below. 
 
FPT Ministers Responsible for Conservation, Wildlife and Biodiversity  
Convened by the Minister of ECCC, FPT Ministers Responsible for CWB engage in national 
strategic discussions on cross-cutting issues in order to make decisions and provide direction on 
conservation, wildlife and biodiversity. There is no set schedule of meetings. In June 2018, they 
met jointly with Ministers responsible for parks and protected areas for a second consecutive year 
to strengthen their commitment to working collaboratively on conservation issues. National 
Indigenous Representatives were invited to participate in a portion of these meetings.   

 
FPT Deputy Ministers Responsible for Conservation, Wildlife and Biodiversity  
FPT Deputy Ministers Responsible for CWB meet as needed and convened by the Deputy Minister 
of ECCC, via teleconference or in person, to provide advice to their FPT Ministers and to provide 
direction to working groups. They most recently met in person in June 2019. 
 
Conservation, Wildlife and Biodiversity Steering Group (CWBSG) 
The CWBSG is an Assistant Deputy Ministers level committee that meets regularly by 
teleconference to engage in strategic, high-level discussion on cross-cutting issues of national 
concern. They provide advice to, and implement direction from FPT Ministers and Deputy Ministers 
responsible for conservation, wildlife and biodiversity.  The committee is co-chaired by ECCC and a 
province/territory on a rotating, annual basis. The current co-Chair is New Brunswick, and in 
November 2019, Yukon will take on the role. 

 
Canadian Wildlife Directors Committee (CWDC) 
The CWDC is a long-standing committee that provides leadership in the development and 
coordination of policies, strategies, programs, and activities to address wildlife issues of national 
concern. Its membership includes ECCC, DFO, PCA, all provinces and territories. The committee is 
co-chaired by ECCC and a province/territory on a rotating, annual basis.  
 
Other Multilateral FPT Engagement 

 
Conservation Enforcement Chiefs of Canada (CECC)  
The CECC is a Director General and Director level committee that was established in 1991 to 
promote leadership and the sharing of strategies with regards to the enforcement of conservation 
and environmental laws. This group, representing provincial, territoritorial and federal departments, 
is involved in conservation law enforcement and also has a sub-group that coordinates specialized 
training for enforcement officers that is not available through other providers.   
 
National Administrators Table 
Canadian hydrometric operations (e.g., monitoring of water resources) are essential to helping 
support water management decisions that protect the health and safety of Canadians and 
ecosystems. ECCC has a long established, collaborative, cost-shared partnership with the 
provinces and territories to ensure consistent hydrometric monitoring across Canada. Under 
bilateral Ministerial agreements, the Meteorological Service of Canada’s National Hydrological 
Service serves as the principal operator of the water availability and flow monitoring network, 
operating approximately 2200 of the 2800 water-monitoring stations on rivers and lakes across 



 Tab 5 – b  

 4  

Canada. The monitoring network is managed under the National Administrators Table, which 
coordinates federal and provincial/territorial partners, ensuring effective sharing of information and 
approaches. Quebec operates under a different, but complementary arrangement whereby the 
province is responsible for the operation of the monitoring network, sharing the data with the 
federal government. 
 
Water Boards 
Domestic water boards have been established to focus on specific water issues that have 
implications for more than one province or territory. ECCC participates on four such boards, 
including the Ottawa River Regulation Planning Board (ORRPB), Prairie Provinces Water Board 
(PPWB), Mackenzie River Basin Board (MRBB), and the Lake of the Woods Control Board (LWCB). 
ECCC’s provides information and expert advice, and also provides secretariat functions to these 
boards. Some of these boards are also housed within ECCC, including the ORRPB. ECCC also 
engages the boards as new environmental and policy pressures impact activities of the boards.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. INDIGENOUS ENGAGEMENT 
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Indigenous Engagement  
Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) has a long history of working with Indigenous 
peoples. ECCC consults with Indigenous peoples to uphold constitutionally protected Aboriginal and 
Treaty rights, such as access to traditional territory and the harvesting of plants and animals as well 
as to respect the obligations outlined in the various statutes for which the department is responsible. 
ECCC also works with Indigenous peoples as a matter of good governance, such as engagement on 
regulatory development and the management of lands, and on the delivery of programs and 
services.  
 
Indigenous peoples also participate in ECCC’s international work by informing policy positions, as 
part of delegations or as a separate/self-represented partners in international discussions. Some of 
these have included the Convention on Biological Diversity, and the North American Commission on 
Environmental Cooperation.  

In 2017, the Government of Canada established permanent bilateral mechanisms (PBMs) with First 
Nations, Inuit and Métis Nation leaders as a means of advancing the Crown-Indigenous relationship. 
The PBMs provide a forum to collaborate on joint priorities, co-develop policy and monitor progress. 
ECCC works with Inuit, Métis and First Nations to advance environment priorities identified through 
the PBMs and other existing mechanisms. For example, ECCC co-leads with Inuit partners the 
advancement of the whole-of-government Inuit Crown Partnership Committee (ICPC) environment 
workplan that was approved in April 2019.  Métis have also identified the environment as a priority in 
this forum.  

ECCC also engages with Indigenous Representatives and Indigenous groups through other 
mechanisms on various issues such as climate change at the Joint Climate Change Action Tables; 
on conservation through the National Steering Committee for Indigenous Protected and Conserved 
Areas; on programs such as at the Indigenous Guardians Working Group; and on the protection of 
species through the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC). 

In addition to engagement at the local community or regional level, ECCC engages regularly with 
national Indigenous representatives who are involved in these mechanisms, namely, the Assembly 
of First Nations (AFN), Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK), Inuit Circumpolar Council of Canada (ICC-C), 
and the Métis National Council (MNC). Other national organizations with which ECCC engages 
include the Native Women’s Association of Canada (NWAC), and the Congress of Aboriginal 
Peoples (CAP). All of these bodies represent and advocate for First Nations, Inuit, and Métis at a 
national level and facilitate engagement of Indigenous peoples in work under ECCC’s mandate 
including development and implementation of policies and programs related to environmental 
protection, wildlife and nature conservation, environmental and wildlife monitoring, and scientific 
research. Information on the National Representatives and their leadership is provided below. 
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Assembly of First Nations 
National Chief: Perry Bellegarde 

National Chief Perry Bellegarde is from Little Black Bear First Nation in Treaty 4 Territory. He has 
served as Tribal Council Representative for the Touchwood-File Hills-Qu’Appelle Tribal Council, 
Chief of the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations and Saskatchewan Regional Chief for the 
Assembly of First Nations, as well as Chief and Councillor for the Little Black Bear First Nation. In 
2014, the Chiefs-in-Assembly first elected Chief Bellegarde as National Chief of the Assembly of 
First Nations. He was re-elected to the position in July 2018. 

Profile 
The Assembly of First Nations (AFN) is a national advocacy organization representing First Nation 
citizens in Canada, which includes more than 900,000 people living in 634 First Nation communities 
and in cities and towns across the country. The AFN’s mandate is to protect and promote the social, 
environmental, legal and cultural interests of First Nations. The AFN advocates on behalf of First 
Nations on issues such as Aboriginal and Treaty Rights, Economic Development, Education, 
Languages and Literacy, Health, Housing, Social Development, Justice, Taxation, Land Claims, 
Environment, Land and Resources, and other issues of common concern. The AFN National 
Executive is made up of the National Chief, 10 Regional Chiefs and the chairs of the Elders, 
Women’s and Youth councils. The AFN is an organization that advocates on behalf of First Nations 
as directed by Chiefs-in-Assembly.  This includes facilitation and coordination of national and 
regional discussions and dialogue, advocacy efforts and campaigns, legal and policy analysis, 
communicating with governments, the private sectors and the public. 

 

Métis National Council 
Interim leader: David Chartrand 

David Chartrand, a citizen of the Métis Nation, was born and raised in the Métis community of Duck 
Bay, Manitoba. Chartrand will lead the Métis National Council until the scheduled 2020 elections 
after former President Clément Chartier announced he was stepping away in early November 2019. 
He is serving his sixth successive term as President of the Manitoba Métis Federation and Vice-
President of the Métis National Council’s Board of Governors. Prior to this, Chartrand served four 
terms on the Manitoba Métis Federation Board of Directors and has held numerous volunteer 
positions with Indigenous organizations in Winnipeg. 

Profile 
The Métis National Council (MNC) is the national representative body for the Métis Nation; 
descendants of distinct Métis communities developed along the routes of the fur trade and across 
the Northwest within the Métis Nation Homeland (Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, as well as, 
parts of Ontario, British Columbia, the Northwest Territories and the northern United States). 
Established in 1983, the MNC has represented the Métis Nation nationally and internationally. It 
receives its mandate and direction from the democratically elected leadership of the Métis Nation’s 
governments from Ontario westward.  

The MNC established the Métis Nation Cabinet in 2001. As the MNC works towards a Métis National 
Constitution, the Cabinet compliments and supports stronger governance within the Métis nation. 
The Cabinet is responsible for 10 portfolios, with one Minister covering each priority sector. Cabinet 
portfolios include, among others, culture, heritage and language, economic development, 
environment, finance, rights and self-government, and social development. 

Overall, the MNC’s central goal is to secure a healthy space for the Métis Nation’s on-going 
existence within the Canadian federation.  
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Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami 
President: Natan Obed 

The President of ITK, Natan Obed, is from Nain, Nunatsiavut. Prior to moving to Ottawa, he lived in 
Iqaluit, Nunavut for 10 years, where he worked for Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. as the Director of Social 
and Cultural Development. 

Profile 
The Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK) is a representational organization that serves as a national voice 
protecting and advancing the rights and interests of Inuit peoples and culture across Canada. ITK is 
governed by leaders of Inuit rights-holding land claims organizations - the Inuvialuit Regional 
Council, Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated, Makivik Corporation, and the Nunatsiavut Government. 
ITK also works with various Inuit organizations including the Inuit Circumpolar Council-Canada (ICC-
C), the National Inuit Youth Council, and Pauktuutit Inuit Women of Canada. The organization was 
founded in Toronto in 1971 by seven Inuit community leaders who shared a common concern about 
the status of land and resource ownership in Inuit Nunangat (homeland).  
ITK’s environment mandate is to ensure that Inuit are partners in decision-making, and that Inuit 
knowledge, perspectives and interests are considered in the development of environment and 
wildlife research, policy, legislation, and programs. ITK’s environment mandate also includes actively 
communicating on environmental and wildlife issues affecting Inuit, and supporting the enhancement 
of Inuit capacity to better address environment and wildlife priorities.  

 

Inuit Circumpolar Council - Canada 

President: Monica Ell-Kanayuk 

Monica Ell-Kanayuk, President of the Inuit Circumpolar Council-Canada (ICC-C) was elected in July 
2018 at the 13th General Assembly in Utqiaġvik, AK. Ms. Ell-Kanayuk was elected in a by-election to 
the third Legislative Assembly of Nunavut in September 28th, 2011 to the riding of Iqaluit West. In 
the 3rd Assembly Mrs. Ell-Kanayuk served as Minister of Family Services, Minister responsible for 
Homelessness, Minister responsible for the Qulliq Energy Corporation and Minister responsible for 
the Status of Women. She was then re-elected in the general election held October 28th, 2013 to 
represent a new constituency of Iqaluit-Manirajak in the 4th Assembly of Nunavut. Mrs. Ell-Kanayuk 
was elected to serve on executive council during the November 15th, 2013 proceedings of the 
Nunavut Leadership Forum, and has held several high profile positions such as Minister of Health, 
Minister of Economic Development and Transportation, including that of Deputy Premier. 

Profile 
Founded in 1977 by the late Eben Hopson of Barrow, Alaska, the Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC) is 
a major international non-government organization representing approximately 160,000 Inuit of 
Alaska, Canada, Greenland, and Chukotka (Russia). The ICC holds Consultative Status II at the 
United Nations, Economic and Social Council, and represents the Inuit in the international arena of 
environmental and social initiatives.  

The ICC international office is housed with the Chair; however, each member country maintains a 
national office under the political guidance of a president. The Canadian arm of the Inuit Circumpolar 
Council, the Inuit Circumpolar Council Canada (ICC-C), is led by a Board of Directors comprised of 
the elected leaders of the four land-claims settlement regions: Inuvialuit, Nunatsiavut, Nunavik, and 
Nunavut. 

ICC-C and Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK) have come to an agreement that ICC-C will be the sole 
representative of Canadian Inuit internationally.   
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Congress of Aboriginal Peoples (CAP) 
President: Robert Bertrand 

Robert Bertrand is the National Chief of the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples (CAP).  Chief Bertrand 
was elected on September 30, 2016 during CAP’s 45th Annual General Assembly. Hailing from Fort 
Coulonge, Québec, Chief Bertrand began his career in life insurance before entering politics where 
he served as MP for eleven years.  During his time in Parliament, he acted as Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister of National Defense of Canada, Assistant Party Whip, as well as Chair of 
the Standing Committee on National Defense and Veterans Affairs and Sub-Committee on Agenda 
and Procedure of the Standing Committee.   

Profile  
Congress of Aboriginal Peoples (CAP) was established in 1971 as the Native Council of Canada 
(NCC) to promote the rights and interests of off-reserve non-status Indian and Métis people living in 
urban, rural and remote areas of Canada. Reorganized and renamed in 1993, CAP has extended its 
constituency to include all off-reserve status and non-status Indians, Métis and Southern Inuit 
Aboriginal Peoples, and serves as the national voice for its provincial and territorial affiliate 
organizations to promote and advance the common interests, collective and individual rights, and 
needs of its constituents. CAP does not have individual memberships or provide programs and 
services directly to individuals. 

 

Native Women’s Association of Canada 
President: Lorraine Whitman 

Lorraine Whitman, President of the Native Women’s Association of Canada, is a member of 
Glooscap First Nation in Nova Scotia. Whitman was elected President in September 2019, prior to 
which she served two years as elected president of the Nova Scotia Native Women’s Association. 
Educated in health care and healing, she worked for over two decades in social development for 
Glooscap First Nation before spending 15 years as an elected councillor. 

Profile 
The Native Women’s Association of Canada (NWAC) is a national organization representing the 
political voice of Indigenous women, girls and gender diverse people in Canada, inclusive of First 
Nations on and off reserve, status and non-status, disenfranchised, Métis and Inuit. NWAC was 
founded on the collective goal to enhance, promote, and foster the social, economic, cultural and 
political well-being of First Nations and Métis women within First Nation, Métis and Canadian 
societies. NWAC is an aggregate of thirteen Native women’s organizations from across Canada and 
was incorporated as a non-profit organization in 1974. NWAC’s mission is to help empower women 
by being involved in developing and changing legislation, which affects them, and by involving them 
in the development and delivery of programs promoting equal opportunity for Aboriginal women. 
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International Overview 

The increasing global integration of economies, the ever growing movements of goods, people, 
capital, and information, and the fact that all countries share the same atmosphere and biosphere, 
mean that there are few environmental issues for which causes or solutions are exclusively confined 
within Canada’s territory. Canada cooperates with international partners to influence international 
decisions and find solutions to global environmental problems that affect Canadians and can have 
an impact on our environment and economy. This cooperation focuses on issues such as climate 
change, biodiversity and nature, conservation, harmful chemicals, marine litter, hazardous waste 
disposal, weather, ice, air pollution, ozone depletion, water scarcity, food waste, land degradation, 
ocean acidification and wildlife trade and trafficking.  

Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) leads Canada’s international engagement on the 
environment, working closely with Global Affairs Canada to advance Canada’s interests through 
partners including multilateral institutions and civil society organizations, or directly with specific 
countries and regions.  

Multilateral Engagement 

The United Nations (UN) and its institutions, bodies and agreements are a prime space for working 
with the international community on key issues related to climate change, biodiversity, pollution, 
chemicals management and weather. Other fora, in particular the Group of 7 (G7) and the Group of 
20 (G20), also provide a platform for countries to shape collective environmental action.  

Climate Change  
Climate change is one of the world’s most pressing global environmental challenges. ECCC 
engages in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and other fora 
to discuss  tangible climate action by all countries. In particular, Canada has indicated that it wants 
real and transparent implementation of the Paris Agreement, which was agreed in 2015 and 
provides a framework to strengthen the global response to climate change. ECCC leads the policy 
development and Canada’s participation in discussions under the UNFCCC, with the support of 
several other federal departments, including Global Affairs Canada, which provides legal advice. 

Canada also provides support for developing countries, in particular the poorest and most 
vulnerable, to implement the Paris Agreement. Global Affiars Canada is responsible for 
implementing the vast majority of climate finance, ECCC and Global Affairs Canada work closely 
together in identifying climate finance priorities for Ministerial consideration and in the tracking, 
monitoring, and communication of Canada’s climate finance.  

ECCC also engages in the work of the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 
the world’s leading body for climate change science, including by sharing the work and expertise of 
its scientists. The IPCC’s Assessment Reports directly influence all international discussions related 
to climate change and serve as an important driver of climate action.  

Biodiversity and Conservation 
Canada has over 100 years of history of engaging with other countries for biodiversity conservation, 
signing the Migratory Birds Convention with the United States in 1916, among other agreements. 
Canada was the first industrialized country to ratify the UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 
which is the main international forum on issues related to biodiversity and conservation. The CBD 
Secretariat is hosted in Montréal. As a Party to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and the International Criminal Police Organization’s 
(INTERPOL) Wildlife Crime Working Group, ECCC is working with other countries to address issues 
related to the international trade and trafficking of wildlife. The CITES aims to ensure certain species 
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are not threatened by international trade through an international trade permit system administered 
by ECCC. Additionally, Canada is a Party to the Convention on Wetlands of International 
Importance, Especially as Waterfowl Habitat (the Ramsar Convention) and has designated 37 
Ramsar sites under the Convention. 

Air Pollution 
ECCC works with the international community through the Convention on Long-range 
Transboundary Air Pollution (CLRTAP) to improve air quality, by addressing pollution from outside 
Canada’s borders that impacts the air quality in Canada. ECCC actively contributes to the 
Convention’s scientific and policy work, including by submitting annual reports on its emission of air 
pollutants. 

Marine Plastic Litter 
Marine plastic litter threatens food safety and quality, human health, coastal tourism, contributes to 
climate change and represents a loss of material and economic value in the range of $80-120 billion 
per year.  Canada recognizes the importance of addressing marine plastic litter, and continues to 
advance momentum in several international fora (e.g., APEC, UN Environment Assembly, G7/G20, 
Arctic Council, World Economic Forum). As G7 President, Canada spearheaded efforts to address 
the issue of marine plastic litter and announced $100 million in funding to help developing countries 
prevent plastic waste from entering the oceans, address plastic waste on shorelines, and better 
manage existing plastic resources. ECCC is working with Global Affairs Canada to deliver on these 
funding commitments. 

Hazardous and Other Waste 
Canada is a Party to the Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes 
and Their Disposal. The overall goal of the Basel Convention is to protect human health and the 
environment against adverse effects from the generation, transboundary movements, and 
management of hazardous wastes and other wastes. The Convention seeks to minimize the 
generation of hazardous and other waste, including hazardous recyclable materials, to ensure they 
are disposed of in an environmentally sound manner and as close as possible to the source. Canada 
is actively engaged in the strategic and technical work of this convention. In May of 2019,  Canada 
played a leadership role under the Basel Convention leading to the adoption of new amendments to 
control the transboundary movement of non-hazardous, non-recyclable plastic waste in support of 
global efforts to tackle marine litter. 

Chemicals Management 
ECCC has played a key role in the development and implementation of the Minamata Convention on 
Mercury, in order to protect the environment and the health of Northerners through reductions in 
atmospheric mercury in Canada’s Arctic. This convention is the latest in a series of international 
chemicals management agreements which have helped Canada protect its environment by 
controlling the production, emissions, transboundary movement and disposal of chemical pollutants 
and waste. As well, through involvement with INTERPOL’s Pollution Crime Working Group, ECCC is 
addressing issues related to marine pollution and waste crime. 

Meteorological Services 
Cooperation with other countries is essential in the provision of meteorological services, given that 
weather predictions beyond two days cannot be achieved without international data. For example, 
every day data is shared globally on a near-real time basis in order to support weather and 
environmental prediction models in many countries. ECCC cooperates with other countries through 
bodies such as the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the Group on Earth 
Observations.  
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Other UN environmental fora  

ECCC participates in the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA), where UN Member States 
meet every two years to set priorities for global environmental policies and governance on the issues 
mentioned above and many others. ECCC also provides Canada’s contribution ($3.1 million per 
year) to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which helps countries take action on 
the environment and implement multilateral decisions made under several environmental 
conventions and agreements. 
 
ECCC is also actively involved in the environmental work of the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), which provides evidence-based policy analysis, best practices 
and guidance to member countries on a broad range of international issues, including the 
environment. 
 
Canada is the sixth-largest donor to the Global Environment Facility (GEF), providing CAD$ 229 
million over 2018-2022. The GEF is an international partnership of 183 countries, international 
institutions, civil society organizations and the private sector, that supports activities in developing 
countries to produce global environmental benefits related to biodiversity, climate change, chemicals 
and waste management, and land degradation. The GEF also hosts the Least Developed Countries 
Fund established in 2001 by 194 parties to the UNFCCC. ECCC provides technical input and advice 
to Global Affairs Canada, the federal lead on the GEF. 
 
ECCC also supports Canada’s participation on environmental issues under the G7 and G20, where 
the world’s largest economies can work together to help lead global solutions. Global Affairs Canada 
serves as the overall Government of Canada lead on both the G7 and G20. As part of its 2018 G7 
Presidency, Canada placed an emphasis on working together on climate change, oceans and clean 
energy. During and following Canada’s Presidency, ECCC has led efforts to improve the health of 
the world’s oceans and seas, and help build coastal communities that are more resilient to 
environmental changes, including the impacts of climate change.  

INTERPOL – The UN Environment Programme has determined that environmental crime is the 
fourth most valuable crime area worldwide, worth over $200B US per year. INTERPOL’s 
Environmental Security Programme coordinates multilateral collaboration on fighting wildlife, 
pollution, forestry and fishery crime. ECCC plays a leadership role in working groups as well as in 
organizing global and regional projects countering transnational organized environmental crime.  
Other International bodies such as the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, and the World Customs 
Organization have enforcement policy and operational elements to their programs where ECCC 
contributes in collaboration with Global Affairs Canada and the Department of Justice.  

Bilateral and Regional Engagement 

ECCC, with support from Global Affairs Canada (particulalrly Canada’s Missions abroad), also 
cooperates closely with countries and regions to identify common environmental challenges and 
potential solutions, share information and best practices and promote Canadian interests in key 
sectors (e.g., the clean technology sector). It does so through key relationships, such as those with 
the United States, Mexico, the European Union (EU) and China. 

U.S. and Mexico 
The U.S. is a key partner for Canada in managing our shared environment. Canada and the U.S. 
share a history of successfully working together on environmental issues, such as transboundary air 
and water quality issues and the protection of wildlife. For example, Canada and the U.S. work 
together through the International Joint Commission (IJC) to address issues that may arise in 
relation to boundary or transboundary waters between the two countries. ECCC has a memorandum 
of understanding with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, implemented through a 
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Cooperative Sterring Committee, to collaborate on weather, climate and other Earth Systems for the 
enhancement of health, safety and prosperity. 

ECCC engages trilaterally with the U.S. and Mexico on environmental issues of interest across North 
America (e.g., Climate Change, Green Growth, Sustainable Communities and Ecosystems)  through 
the Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) and the North American Agreement on 
Environmental Cooperation (NAAEC). The CEC Secretariat is hosted in Montréal. Additionally, the 
Canada/Mexico/USA Trilateral Committee for Wildlife and Ecosystem Conservation and 
Management provides a forum to address tri-national conservation priorities. 

ECCC officials also work bilaterally with Mexico under the Canada-Mexico Partnership’s 
Environment Working Group, on topics ranging from climate change to addressing environmental 
impacts associated with the extractives sector, and nature conservation and biodiversity. 

European Union 
There are also several engagement mechanisms in place with the EU and its member states, such 
as the Canada-France Climate and Environment Partnership and the Canada-UK Partnership on 
Clean Growth and Climate Change, as well as climate and environment cooperation under the 
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA). 

China 
ECCC’s Minister participates as International Executive Vice Chair of the China Council for 
International Cooperation on Environment and Development (China Council). ECCC has ongoing 
cooperation with China related to climate and environmental action.  

Trade Agreements 
ECCC works with Global Affairs Canada to ensure that robust environment commitments are 
included and implemented in free trade agreements (FTAs), such as the: 

• Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement (CUSMA) (the “new North American Free Trade 
Agreement”); 

• Ongoing negotiations with the Pacific Alliance (Chile, Colombia, Mexico, and Peru) and the 
Common Market for the Southern Cone (Mercosur: Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay); and  

• Implementation of CETA, the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (CPTPP), and the modernized Canada-Israel Free Trade Agreement. 

Canada works to include core commitments in these FTAs to maintain strong environmental laws 
and high levels of environmental protection as trade relationships are developed. Canada also seeks 
to recognize the important role trade agreements play in facilitating market access for clean 
technologies, which guides ECCC’s engagement with our trading partners on clean technologies. 
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ANNEX – International Environmental Fora 

Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) leads Canada’s international engagement on 
environment and climate change-related issues through participation in numerous international fora 
and direct cooperation with key country partners. This document provides an overview of the key 
fora and cooperative relationships ECCC leads. 
 
Climate Change Fora 
 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)                 
The UNFCCC was established in 1992 and includes participation by nearly all countries of the world. 
It sets an overall framework for international efforts to tackle the challenges posed by climate 
change. In 2015, Parties to the UNFCCC reached a new agreement to strengthen the global 
response to climate change: the Paris Agreement. The Paris Agreement aims to limit the increase in 
global temperature to well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and pursue efforts to 
limit the temperature increase to 1.5 degrees. The Agreement also contains goals to foster climate 
adaptation and resilience, and make global financial flows consistent with a pathway toward a low-
carbon future. In pursuit of these goals, the Agreement establishes both individual and collective 
obligations for all countries. In December 2018, further implementation details (also known as the 
“Rulebook”) were agreed, which provide guidance on how to meet these obligations.  
 
The Green Climate Fund (GCF) and the Global Environment Facility (GEF) are two international 
funding mechanisms closely linked through the UNFCCC, through which climate finance is delivered 
to help developing countries take climate action and meet their obligations under the Paris 
Agreement.  
 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)         
The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is a scientific body 
established in 1988 under the United Nations. Its Assessment Reports are internationally recognized 
as the most comprehensive and authoritative scientific assessments of climate change. The 
Assessment Reports describe changes in the climate, provide projections of future climate change, 
assess risks due to climate change, and highlight the implication of various climate policies. The 
IPCC also produces guidance for preparing national greenhouse gas inventories, which are used by 
countries to ensure a consistent, science-based approach when they report their emissions to the 
UNFCCC. 
 
Climate and Clean Air Coalition to Reduce Short-Lived Climate Pollutants (CCAC) 
Canada is a founding partner, active participant, and top donor to the Climate and Clean Air 
Coalition (CCAC): an international, multi-stakeholder framework for concrete action to reduce 
emissions of short-lived climate pollutants (SLCPs), (methane, Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), black 
carbon and tropospheric ozone) that cause significant near-term climate change. Canada completed 
a two-year term as CCAC Co-Chair, and a third consecutive two-year term on the CCAC Steering 
Committee in October 2018, and remains a lead partner in working-level initiatives to reduce SLCPs 
from the agriculture, transportation, cooling, and municipal solid waste sectors.                                                                                                                                              

Powering Past Coal Alliance (PPCA)   
The PPCA was jointly launched by Canada and the United Kingdom at the November 2017 UN 
Climate Change Conference (COP23). This initiative brings together governments, businesses, and 
civil society groups committed to the sustainable phase-out of unabated coal power. Since its 
launch, the PPCA has grown to over 90 members and is supporting international climate change 
efforts, including meeting the objectives of the Paris Agreement, through proactive coal phase-out 
efforts. At COP24 in December 2018, Canada pledged $275 million to fund the Energy Transition 
and Coal Phase-Out Program at the World Bank. This funding will help developing countries to slow 
coal production, while scaling up energy efficiency and low-carbon energy alternatives.  
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Global Commission on Adaptation (GCA)  
The GCA was launched in October 2018 with the aim of building collaboration and generating 
momentum on climate change adaptation issues across governments, civil society and the private 
sector through work in a number of thematic “action tracks”. The GCA is composed of 33 
commissioners and 19 convening countries and is led by three co-chairs: Bill Gates (Co-founder, Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation), Kristalina Georgieva (Managing Director, IMF) and Ban Ki-Moon 
(former secretary general of the UN). Canada is one of five key convening nations and has provided 
$7.5 million over 3 years to support the GCA. Canada is also playing a leadership role on the 
“nature-based solutions” action track. 

The Commission recently released a report in September 2019 entitled Adapt Now: A Global Call for 
Leadership on Climate Resilience. The report calls for innovative thinking in three areas: 
Understanding of Adaptation, Planning for it, and lastly, Financing Action. The report calls for more 
to be done in the area of climate adaptation to content with the current and future effects of climate 
change. 
 
Carbon Pricing Leadership Coalition (CPLC) 
The CPLC is a voluntary initiative led by the World Bank that aspires to facilitate action towards the 
successful implementation of carbon pricing around the world. It brings together leaders from 
government, business, and civil society to support the introduction of carbon pricing, share 
experiences and enhance understanding of emerging practices in the implementation of carbon 
pricing. The CPLC was officially launched at COP21 in Paris in December 2015. As of 2018, CPLC 
comprises 32 national and sub-national government partners, 150 private sector partners from a 
range of regions and sectors, and 67 strategic partners representing non-government organizations, 
business organizations, and universities. Canada is a member of the CPLC and the Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change co-chaired the CPLC’s High Level Assembly until April 2019.  

Key Environmental Fora 
 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
Established in 1972, and located in Nairobi, Kenya, UNEP is the principal UN body that sets the 
global environmental agenda, promotes the implementation of the environmental dimension of 
sustainable development within the UN system, and advocates for the global environment. The 
United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) is UNEP’s governing body, which meets every two 
years to make strategic decisions and instruct UNEP to act in priority areas. Canada’s High 
Commissioner to Kenya is also Canada’s permanent Representative to UNEP, though ECCC is the 
policy lead. 
 
UNEP’s areas of work are: climate change; chemicals, wastes and air pollution; ecosystem 
management; environmental governance; resource efficiency and sustainable consumption and 
production; resilience to disasters and conflicts; and environmental monitoring and assessment. 
UNEP provides timely, scientifically credible, policy-relevant environmental analyses, data and 
information in support of decision-making.   
 
UNEP has been instrumental in developing major international environmental instruments. It hosts 
the secretariat of several multilateral environmental agreements, including the secretariat of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity and the secretariat of the Multilateral Fund of the Montreal 
Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, both located in Montreal. UNEP also hosts 
the secretariat for the Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC). 
 
Global Environment Facility  
The Global Environment Facility (GEF) is one of the world’s largest public funders of projects and 
programs to benefit the environment. It is an independent multilateral financial mechanism, managed 
by the World Bank. GEF financing supports activities in developing countries to produce global 

https://gca.org/global-commission-on-adaptation/report
https://gca.org/global-commission-on-adaptation/report
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environmental benefits in five areas: biodiversity, climate change, chemicals and waste 
management, international waters, and land degradation. The GEF is the designated financial 
mechanism for several legally-binding multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) important to 
Canada, including the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), 
the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), and the Minamata Convention on Mercury.  
 
Canada is the sixth largest donor to the GEF, providing CAN $228.79 million over the current four 
year replenishment period (2018-2022). ECCC provides technical input and advice to Global Affairs 
Canada, the federal lead on GEF, on issues related to GEF programming and the GEF’s relations 
with the MEAs. 
 
The UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
The Convention on Biological Diversity was signed in 1992. It arose from a growing recognition that 
the diversity of nature is a global asset of tremendous value to present and future generations. It 
aims to conserve nature, ensure nature is used sustainably, and its benefits are shared equitably 
and fairly. Canada is home to significant wild spaces and iconic wildlife and Canadians place high 
value in Canada’s natural spaces. For this reason, Canada was the first industrialized country to 
ratify the Convention in 1992, and is host of the CBD Secretariat, located in Montreal. 
 
The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES)     
International wildlife trade is estimated to be worth billions of dollars and involves millions of plant 
and animal specimens. CITES is an international agreement between countries to help ensure this 
trade is not harmful for the survival of species. Almost all countries in the world are members of 
CITES. Canada has been a Party to the Convention since its beginning in 1975 and is currently 
Chair of the CITES Standing Committee.  
 
INTERPOL 
INTERPOL brings together environmental / conservation enforcement and police authorities from 
around the world to support international coordination with a focus on transnational organized crime. 
ECCC participates in the senior-level Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Committee as 
well as working groups on wildlife, pollution and forestry crime.  
 
The UN Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer                                                                                                                                          
The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer was signed in 1987, in 
response to growing concern over the depletion of the ozone layer. It established measures for 
controlling and gradually phasing out the production and consumption of all ozone-depleting 
substances, and has proven to be a remarkable success, with the majority of ozone-depleting 
substances having been phased out worldwide.  
 
Canada played a key role in negotiations leading up to the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal 
Protocol in 2016, which established a phase-down of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), which are potent 
greenhouse gases increasingly used as replacements for some ozone-depleting substances. The 
Ozone Secretariat, located in Nairobi, supports the implementation of the Montreal Protocol. 
 
In 1991, the Montreal Protocol established a Multilateral Fund in order to assist developing countries 
with the costs of phasing out ozone-depleting substances and HFCs. The Multilateral Fund 
Secretariat is headquartered in Montreal. In 2018, Canada contributed its assessed share of $9.8 
million to the Multilateral Fund, and $1.1 million towards the administrative costs of the Secretariat in 
Montreal. 
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The UN Basel Convention on Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their 
Disposal  
The Basel Convention is a convention between 186 countries under the United Nations, which was 
agreed in 1992. The Convention controls the movement of dangerous wastes between these 
countries in order to protect the environment and human health. The signatories meet every year 
and discuss environmental issues, such as marine litter, management of electronic waste, and 
dangerous chemical substances. Canada is actively engaged in the work of this convention. 
 
The UN Rotterdam Convention on Prior Informed Consent for Certain Hazardous Chemicals 
and Pesticides in International Trade 
The Rotterdam Convention provides an early warning to countries on a broad range of hazardous 
chemicals in international trade that have been banned or severely restricted in other countries to 
protect human health or the environment. The information shared under the Convention enables 
governments to assess the risks posed by these hazardous chemicals and to make informed 
decisions on their future import. By facilitating information exchange, the Convention empowers 
countries lacking adequate infrastructure to monitor the import and use of hazardous chemicals and 
pesticides. 
 
The UN Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) 
The Stockholm Convention is an international treaty that aims to reduce levels of POPs—hazardous 
organic chemicals that remain in the environment for a long time—by eliminating or restricting 
releases of POP industrial chemicals and pesticides, unintentionally produced POP by-products and 
stockpiles, and POP wastes. Due to the tendency of POPs to migrate long distances and 
accumulate in northern climates, Canada continues to be particularly impacted by them and 
inhabitants of Canada’s North are at greater risk for exposure. Canada has therefore played a major 
leadership role in efforts to control POPs and in the development of the Convention, and was the 
first country to sign and ratify it in 2004. 
 
The UN Minamata Convention on Mercury  
The Minamata Convention on Mercury is a new international treaty that addresses all aspects of the 
life cycle of mercury, including requiring controls and reductions across a range of products, 
processes and industries. Mercury is toxic to human health and the environment, and airborne 
mercury pollution from other countries travels long distances and is deposited across Canada. Due 
to the adverse impacts of global mercury pollution on Canadians and their environment, Canada has 
and continues to play a key role in the work of the treaty. 
 
The UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO)  
Established in 1950, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) is a UN Specialized Agency 
focused on meteorological (weather) and hydrological (water) issues. WMO has 193 Member States 
and Territories, including Canada, which was one of the first signatories to the WMO Convention. 
 
National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHS) around the world provide weather and 
climate information that help predict and prepare for weather, including severe weather, and other 
related events. WMO supports this work by, among other things, facilitating the exchange of data 
and information between countries, and fostering international collaboration to apply meteorology 
and hydrology to public weather services, agriculture, aviation, shipping, the environment, water 
issues and the mitigation of the impacts of natural disasters. 
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Other Multilateral Fora 
 
Group of Seven (G7) and Group of 20 (G20)  
The G7 is an informal group of seven of the world’s most industrialized nations, aimed at finding 
common ground to address pressing global issues. It includes Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States. European Union representatives also attend 
meetings.  
 
Working together on climate change, oceans and clean energy was a priority theme under Canada’s 
2018 G7 Presidency. Key environment-related outcomes of Canada’s Presidency include the 
Charlevoix Blueprint on Healthy Oceans, Seas and Resilient Coastal Communities, the Ocean 
Plastics Charter, the G7 Innovation Challenge to Address Marine Plastic Litter, the G7 Initiative on 
Earth Observation and Integrated Coastal Zone Management, and the Ocean Risk and Resilience 
Action Alliance (ORRAA). 
 
The G20 regroups twenty of the world’s largest economies: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, 
China, the European Union, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the United Kingdom, and the United States. While the 
main purpose of the G20 is to engage on economic issues, in recent years, various G20 
presidencies have included environmental and climate change themes to its work.  
 
Arctic Council 
The Arctic Council is the main intergovernmental forum for cooperation between the eight Arctic 
countries: Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, and the United States. The 
Council works to promote sustainable development and cultural well-being of Arctic populations. The 
Council’s work includes a significant focus on the protection of the Arctic environment, including the 
health of Arctic ecosystems, maintenance of biodiversity in the Arctic region and conservation and 
sustainable use of natural resources.  
 
In addition to the eight Arctic countries, six international Indigenous peoples’ organizations 
participate as Permanent Participants at the Arctic Council. The Council has also include 13 
observers for “near” Arctic nations such as China, Spain, Japan, Germany, France and India.  
 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
Canada is a member of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). 
Canada is committed to multilateralism and works with the OECD and other multilateral 
organizations to advance international, rules-based, solutions to shared challenges. The OECD 
provides evidence-based policy analysis, best practices and guidance to its members on a broad 
range of international issues, including environment.  
 
ECCC is actively involved in the OECD’s environmental work, representing Canada on the 
Environmental Policy Committee (EPOC), the primary steering group for the OECD Environment 
Programme, and a number of Working Parties that cover specific environmental policy themes. 
Currently, the OECD Environment Programme focuses on climate change, green budgeting, blue 
economy, green finance, water, circular economy, environmental performance reviews and 
environmental indicators. The OECD also deals with chemicals, economics of biodiversity, economic 
instruments, environmental aspects of trade, as well as development cooperation. The OECD has 
contributed environmental studies to assist Canada’s G7 2018 Presidency and concluded Canada’s 
Environmental Performance Review in 2017. Discussions are taking place on EPOC’s priorities for 
the Programme of Work and Budget for 2021-22. 
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Key Bilateral and Regional Fora and Bodies 
 
Canada-U.S. 
 
The International Joint Commission (IJC) 
The International Joint Commission (IJC) is a Canada-U.S. international organization that was 
created by the Boundary Waters Treaty. The IJC prevents and resolves disputes between the U.S. 
and Canada under the Treaty and serves as an independent and objective advisor to the two 
governments. The IJC rules on applications for approval of projects affecting boundary or 
transboundary waters and may regulate the operation of these projects. It assists the two countries 
in the protection of the transboundary environment, including through the implementation of the 
Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement.  
 
The IJC has established more than 20 boards and task forces to help meet its responsibilities along 
the Canada-U.S. boundary. In Canada, many of the Board and task force members are drawn from 
ECCC scientists and experts.  
 
Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement (GLWQA)         
The GLWQA, originally concluded in 1972, is a commitment between the U.S. and Canada to 
restore and protect the waters of the Great Lakes. The Agreement provides a framework for 
identifying shared priorities and implementing actions that improve water quality.  
 
Canada-U.S. Air Quality Agreement (AQA)         
Canada and the U.S. signed the AQA in 1991 with the purpose of addressing the cross-border 
movement of air pollutants that cause acid rain. In 2000, the two countries added a focus on 
addressing ground-level ozone, a key component of smog. 
 
Canada-U.S.-Mexico 
 
Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) 
The CEC is an intergovernmental organization created in 1994 by Canada, Mexico and the United 
States under the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation (NAAEC), a parallel 
agreement to the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 
 
The CEC mandate is to support cooperation among the NAFTA partners to address environmental 
issues. The Council of the CEC is the governing body and is composed of a cabinet-level official of 
each country. The Council of the CEC is required to meet at least once per year. The CEC 
Secretariat provides technical, administrative and operational support to the Council and is based in 
Montréal. Canada is the current Chair of the rotating CEC Council. 
 
In 2019, Canada, the U.S. and Mexico contributed USD $2.55M each to the CEC budget. The CEC 
will continue to operate under the new Canada-U.S.-Mexico Agreement (“new NAFTA”) and its 
parallel environmental cooperation agreement.  
 
Other Bilateral Engagement 
 
Canada-France Climate and Environment Partnership  
In April 2018, Canada and France announced the Canada-France Climate and Environment 
Partnership. The Partnership represents a shared commitment to increase cooperation between the 
two countries to combat climate change, including through the Paris Agreement. Through this 
Partnership, Canada and France financially supported a training workshop for women climate 
change negotiators from sub-Saharan Africa, with Canada also financially supporting the 
participation of five of the negotiators at the December 2018 UN Climate Change Conference 
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(COP24). A Canada-France seminar on carbon pricing also took place in May 2019 in Paris, France, 
where experts and academics participated in an exchange on various carbon pricing approaches.   
 
Canada-United Kingdom Partnership on Clean Growth and Climate Change 
Canada and the UK collaborate through this partnership through seven areas: green finance, clean 
growth, adaptation, Mission Innovation, carbon capture utilization and storage, carbon pricing, and 
the Powering Past Coal Alliance (PPCA). Progress has advanced most under Mission Innovation, a 
global initiative working to accelerate clean energy innovation; and, on the PPCA. Canada and the 
UK have also been working closely to advance their efforts on climate change adaptation, including 
by sharing information and lessons learn on domestic adaptation activities.  
 
Climate Finance for Developing Countries 
Canada is delivering $2.65 billion in climate finance to developing countries by 2020-21. This 
contribution will support the commitment Canada made under the 2009 Copenhagen Accord to work 
with partners to jointly mobilize, from a wide variety of sources, US $100 billion annually by 2020. 

This investment targets developing countries seeking to transform to cleaner economic growth and 
build climate resilience. As part of this commitment, Canada is working with multilateral development 
banks and is contributing to several climate funds and initiatives to mobilize additional private 
investments. 

The China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Development (China 
Council or CCICED) 
The China Council is a high-level international advisory body that provides China’s State Council 
(Cabinet) with independent policy advice on environment and development issues. Canada helped 
to establish the China Council in 1992, and has since been its lead international funding partner, 
currently providing $1.6 million per year. The China Council is currently composed of approximately 
30 Chinese and 35 international members. An Annual General Meeting (AGM) is held every year. 

 

https://pm.gc.ca/eng/news/2015/11/27/prime-minister-announces-investment-global-climate-change-action
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/canada-international-action/climate-finance/glossary.html#mdb
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/canada-international-action/climate-finance/glossary.html#mdb
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Canada’s Ambassador for Climate Change  
The Ambassador for Climate Change is appointed by the Prime Minister through an Order in Council. 
The appointment is made on the recommendation of the Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
and the Minister of Foreign Affairs. The office is located at Environment and Climate Change Canada 
(ECCC), and reports functionally to the ECCC Deputy Minister.  

The Mandate as outlined in the Order in Council is to: 
• coordinate implementation of climate diplomacy; 
• provide advice to the Ministers of Environment and Climate Change, Foreign Affairs, 

International Development, and International Trade; 
• lead targeted engagements with key partners; 
• represent Canada in international initiatives related to climate change as appropriate; 
• collaborate with Canada’s Chief Negotiator for Climate Change to support and advance 

negotiations objectives; 
• develop and manage constructive relationships with key opinion leaders and stakeholders; 

and; 
• undertake outreach activities in order to promote Canada’s clean growth and climate change 

priorities.  
 
Patricia Fuller was named Canada’s Ambassador for Climate Change on June 5, 2018 for a term of 
three years. She is the sixth person to occupy the role. 
 
Key priorities over the past year have included: 

• outreach in support of a successful outcome at the Conference of Parties 24 (COP 24) on the 
Paris Rulebook; 

• engagements with target governments to advance coal phase out and enlarge the membership 
of the Powering Past Coal Alliance; 

• promotion of Canadian clean technology by leading in trade missions in the US and Asia; 
• engagement with developing country governments on Canada’s climate finance commitments; 
• representation of Canada in the Global Commission on Adaptation; and 
• speaking engagements and roundtables in Canada to increase awareness of Canada’s 

international work on climate change, and internationally to raise awareness of Canada’s 
domestic climate change policies.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. KEY ORGANIZATIONS 
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Non-Governmental Organizations  
In Alphabetical Order 

Bird Studies Canada 
https://birdscanada.org 
President: Steven Price 
 
Organizational profile: 
Bird Studies Canada is a national charity built on the contributions of thousands of supporters and 
Citizen Scientists. 

Founded in 1960, Bird Studies Canada works to conserve wild birds in Canada through research, 
public engagement, and science-based advocacy. Bird Studies Canada partners runs regional, 
national, and international programs. In its Canada State of Birds 2019 publication, Bird Studies 
Canada reports that Canada has lost 40-60% of shorebird, grassland bird, and aerial insectivore 
populations. In the last decade, 80% of bird species identified as threatened or endangered in Canada 
have been aerial insectivores or grassland birds. 

Bird Studies Canada works closely ECCC and receives funding for various projects. 

Canadian Council on Ecological Areas 
https://www.ccea.org/   
Chairperson: Jessica Elliott 
 
Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Council on Ecological Areas (CCEA) works to facilitate and assist Canadians with the 
establishment and management of a comprehensive network of protected areas representative of 
Canada’s terrestrial and aquatic ecological natural diversity. 
 
CCEA provides services to its member agencies, the Canadian people and international community 
by: 

• completing various projects that advance its mission;  
• staging forums for discussion; and 
• using a number of communication vehicles to inform and to educate the larger protected 

area community and general public on a variety of protected area issues. 
 
CCEA’s work includes terrestrial ecosystem representation, a national framework for protected 
areas, approaches to gap analyses, marine conservation areas and data management. 
 
CCEA regularly holds its meetings in different Canadian jurisdictions to discuss common issues and 
to address particular regional issues and achievements. CCEA brings together diverse regional 
viewpoints to achieve a larger cohesive ecological picture of relevance to all jurisdictions. 
  
CCEA’s international portfolio is relevant to regional and national Canadian efforts related to 
international obligations such as those contained in the United Nations Convention on Biological 
Diversity. Internationally, CCEA works with organizations such as the North American Commission 
for Environmental Cooperation, the governments of Zimbabwe and Mexico, the World Commission 
on Protected Areas, the World Conservation Union, and the World Conservation Monitoring Center. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://birdscanada.org/
https://www.ccea.org/
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Canadian Environmental Law Association 
https://cela.ca/  
Executive Director and Counsel: Theresa McClenaghan 
 
Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Environmental Law Association (CELA) is a non-profit, public interest organization 
established in 1970 to use existing laws to protect the environment and to advocate environmental 
law reforms. CELA also works toward protecting public health and the environment by seeking 
justice for those harmed by pollution or poor decision-making and by changing policies to prevent 
problems in the first place. CELA also undertakes additional educational and law reform projects 
funded by government and private foundations. 
 
CELA services include environmental law legal services, including representation before a variety of 
courts and tribunals as well as assistance to individuals representing themselves, summary advice, 
law and policy reform. 
 
In addition to providing legal services to individuals and not-for-profit citizen or community groups, 
CELA undertakes policy work to help shape environmental laws and regulations: 

• Access to Environmental Justice – CELA works to make citizen voices heard in government 
and the courts, for example by documenting the impact of environmental de-regulation on 
communities or calling for an end to lawsuits designed to silence opposition to polluters or 
poorly planned development. 

• Water Sustainability – CELA takes action on issues ranging from protecting the Great Lakes 
to increasing water conservation efforts. CELA works with basin partners to encourage public 
involvement in the review of the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement.  

• Pollution and Health – CELA raises concerns about the hazards of air pollution as well as 
now-restricted but still present chemicals that continue to create harmful exposures, such as 
lead, brominated flame retardants or banned pesticides. 

• Green Energy – CELA collaborates with many other organizations to both demonstrate that 
green energy can meet needs in a cost effective and environmentally safe way and to ensure 
equal access to clean energy for all.  

• Planning and Sustainability – CELA has a long history of working to strengthen all aspects of 
the planning system, from directing smart urban growth to protecting source water areas.  

• Global Agreements – CELA advocates for the integrity and strength of domestic 
environmental law in light of regional, bilateral and multilateral agreements. 

 
Canadian Lung Association 
https://www.lung.ca/  
President and CEO: Terry Dean 
 
Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Lung Association is a federated national charity comprising ten provincial 
associations, a national office and two professional societies - the Canadian Thoracic Society and 
the Canadian Respiratory Health Professionals. Together they work together to help the more than 
six million Canadians who have breathing problems. 
 
Located in Ottawa, the Canadian Lung Association’s national office delivers high-quality online lung 
health information, leads national advocacy and awareness efforts and manages a national research 
program. 

The Canadian Lung Association is the leading organization in Canada working to promote lung 
health and prevent and manage lung disease. It does this by advocates for action to minimize harms 
to lung health from residential wood burning, asbestos, cannabis, and tobacco. 

https://cela.ca/
https://www.lung.ca/
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Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society 
https://cpaws.org/  
National Executive Director: Sandra Schwartz 
 
Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS) is a community-based, non-profit 
organization that focuses on establishing new marine and terrestrial parks and protected areas and 
making sure the needs of nature come first in their management. Since 1963, CPAWS has led in 
creating over two-thirds of Canada’s protected areas. Their vision is that Canada should protect at 
least half of Canada’s public land and water. As a national charity with 13 chapters, 60,000 
supporters and hundreds of volunteers, CPAWS works collaboratively with governments, local 
communities, industry and Aboriginal peoples to protect Canada’s amazing natural places.  
 
The organization’s mission is to achieve a healthy ecosphere where people experience and respect 
natural ecosystems. CPAWS works to achieve this by: 

• protecting Canada's wild ecosystems in parks, wilderness and similar natural areas, 
preserving the full diversity of habitats and their species; 

• promoting awareness and understanding of ecological principles and the inherent values of 
wilderness through education, appreciation and experience; and 

• encouraging individual action to accomplish these goals; working co-operatively with 
government, First Nations, business, other organizations and individuals in a consensus-
seeking manner, wherever possible. 

 
CPAWS’ major areas of work include: 

• Wildlife Habitat Conservation – CPAWS works to protect large tracts of land, oceans and 
great freshwater lakes so Canada’s species can thrive. 

• Parks – CPAWS advocates for new parks and acts as a watchdog to ensure that existing 
ones are well-managed. 

• Forests – CPAWS’ goal is to conserve at least half of Canada’s Boreal forests, and to create 
a network of large conservation areas within the temperate Eastern Woodlands of New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Quebec, and Ontario. 

• Oceans – CPAWS advocates for the establishment of long-term marine conservation 
measures, including the creation of a network of marine protected areas. 

• Grasslands – CPAWS chapters in British Columbia, Alberta and Saskatchewan are working 
to protect these unique landscapes and their rich biodiversity.   

 
Committee membership: 
A representative of CPAWS, Florence Daviet, is a member of the Species at Risk Advisory 
Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise the Minister of ECCC on 
the administration of the Act.  
 
The Canadian Society for Ecology and Evolution 
http://csee-scee.ca/ 
President: Isabelle Côté 
 
Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Society for Ecology and Evolution (CSEE) is a non-partisan group of practicing 
ecologists and evolutionary biologists throughout Canada. It sponsors scientific programs aimed at 
synthesizing information on natural systems, developing new theory and providing unbiased 
scientific assessments on the ecological and evolutionary aspects of public policy. The CIEE is 
operated by a consortium of Canadian universities, including Carleton University, McGill University, 
University of British Columbia and the University of Toronto. In addition, CIEE is supported by the 
Canadian Society for Ecology and Evolution, the national learned society.  

https://cpaws.org/
http://csee-scee.ca/
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Committee membership: 
A representative of the Canadian Society for Ecology and Evolution, Sarah (Sally) Otto, is a member 
of the Species at Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to 
advise the Minister of ECCC on the administration of the Act.   
 
Canadian Wildlife Federation 
http://www.cwf-fcf.org/en/  
President: Guy Vézina 
 
Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Wildlife Federation (CWF) is a charitable, non-partisan, non-governmental 
organization working to conserve Canada’s wildlife and encourage the wise use of Canada’s natural 
resources through conservation, science, education and advocacy initiatives. CWF works on: 
fostering Canadians’ connection to wildlife, maintaining healthy wildlife populations, including 
species-at-risk recovery and conserving and restoring wildlife habitat. Founded in 1962, CWF 
represents and is entirely funded by 300,000 members and supporters. 
 
CWF’s historical work includes a role in the establishment of the Committee on the Status of 
Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC), which was established to provide Canadians with a 
single, scientifically sound classification of wildlife species at risk and was subsequently incorporated 
into the Species at Risk Act (SARA) in 2002. CWF continues to be involved in species at risk, such 
as national research regarding purple loosestrife infestations, overfishing in the Atlantic and various 
species at risk such as whooping crane, swift fox and burrowing owl. Recently, CWF supported the 
reintroduction of black-footed ferrets into Grasslands National Park.  
 
CWF delivers the Hinterland Who’s Who program supported by funding from the Department. 
 
CWF’s ongoing activities and products include: 

• online educational information such as Hinterland Who’s Who videos, fact sheets, and 
Feature Creature profile pages; 

• assessing and certifying local properties through wildlife habitat programs (e.g., Backyard 
Habitat Certification); 

• training “WILD Education” facilitators;  
• providing financial support to students, researchers and schools undertaking habitat projects; 
• hosting annual events such as “National Wildlife Week”; 
• publishing posters, newsletters, calendars, and publications; and 
• encouraging government and industry to consider the future of wildlife when creating 

legislation and in their day-to-day work. 
 

Committee membership: 
A representative of CWF, James Page, is a member of the Species at Risk Advisory Committee 
(SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise the Minister of ECCC on the 
administration of the Act. 
 
David Suzuki Foundation 
https://davidsuzuki.org/  
CEO: Steve Cornish 
 
Organizational Profile: 
Co-founded in 1990 by Dr. David Suzuki and Dr. Tara Cullis, the David Suzuki Foundation is a non-
profit, non-partisan charity registered in Canada and the U.S. that explores human impacts on the 
environment, with an emphasis on finding solutions. With a mission to protect the diversity of nature 

http://www.cwf-fcf.org/en/
https://davidsuzuki.org/
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and quality of life, the Foundation works to achieve its goals through major projects (e.g., the Nature 
Challenge), education (e.g., guidebooks for consumers), research and publications and advocacy. 
 
The Foundation works to achieve its goals with 50 staff working in five primary issue areas: 

• Climate Change – The Foundation works to educate the public, government and business 
leaders about the science and impacts of climate change, and promotes solutions at the 
ground level for the public and private sectors.  

• Oceans – The Foundation believes that “today’s oceans health is tomorrow’s future” and 
works to educate the public about sustainable fisheries, the ecological profile of the Pacific 
North Coast, marine use planning, regulations and laws to protect ecosystem services, and 
other marine issues.  

• Biodiversity – The Foundation focuses on conservation planning, and protecting at-risk 
species, forests, woodlands in order to protect nature and preserve biodiversity.  

• Environmental Rights – The Foundation is partners with Ecojustice in the Blue Dot 
movement, a national campaign to advance the legal recognition of every Canadian’s right to 
a healthy environment. 

• Cities – The Foundation sees cities as a great opportunity for effective environmental 
change, and works to advance sustainable transportation, renewable energy and nature-
based infrastructure. 

 
Committee membership: 
A representative of the David Suzuki Foundation, Rachel Plotkin, is a member of the Species at Risk 
Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise the Minister of 
ECCC on the administration of the Act. 
 
The David Suzuki Foundation is a partner, alongside ECCC and PCA, of the Conservation through 
Reconciliation Partnership (CRP), a collective initiative to support efforts to advance Indigenous-led 
conservation in Canada. 

The David Suzuki Foundation is also a core member of the Canadian Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA) 
Coalition.  Core members aid with communications and outreach, as well as providing data, 
expertise, analysis and facilitating partnerships to further the standardized identification of and 
reporting on areas important for biodiversity in Canada.  

Ducks Unlimited Canada 
https://www.ducks.ca/  
CEO: Karla Guyn 
 
Organizational Profile: 
Established in 1938, Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) is a national, private non-profit organization 
that has been working towards waterfowl habitat conservation for more than 70 years. DUC’s vision 
is to achieve a mosaic of natural, restored and managed wetlands and associated habitats for North 
America’s waterfowl.  
 
DUC works towards wetland conservation through four primary methods: 

• conservation and restoration of quality wetland habitats; 
• scientific research through DUC’s research arm, the Institute for Wetland and Waterfowl 

Research (IWWR);  
• encouraging public policy development; and  
• environmental education programs.  

 
Recognizing the transboundary nature of migratory species, water supplies and natural habitats, 
DUC is a program partner of the North American Waterfowl Management Plan (NAWMP). The 

https://www.ducks.ca/
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objective of this international conservation program is restoring waterfowl populations to average 
levels enjoyed in the 1970s. The overall planning, design and management of the NAWMP is done 
through habitat joint ventures in Canada and the U.S. This international agreement unites federal, 
provincial/state and municipal governments, non-governmental organizations, private companies 
and individuals in projects conserving wetlands across North America.  
 
Ducks Unlimited is one of the partners in the Natural Heritage Conservation Program (NHCP), a 
federally funded program to safeguard important habitats for species at risk. The program will focus 
on support for privately protected areas in ecologically sensitive landscapes, from forests and 
endangered grasslands to wetlands and coastal regions.  
 
Committee membership:  
DUC is the co-chair, with ECCC, of the North American Wetlands Conservation Council (Canada) 
(NAWCC (Canada)). NAWCC (Canada) provides a national mechanism for implementation of the 
NAWMP.  
 
DUC also co-chairs,  with the Canadian Federation of Agriculture,  the Canadian Wetlands 
Roundtable (CWR), a national multi-stakeholder working group aimed at advancing the 
sustainability, health and responsible management of Canada’s wetlands through legislation, policy, 
and stakeholder and resource industry action.  
 
DUC is a partner, alongside ECCC and PCA, of the Conservation through Reconciliation Partnership 
(CRP), a collective initiative to support efforts to advance Indigenous-led conservation in Canada.  
 
Earth Rangers 
https://www.earthrangers.com/  
President: Tovah Barocas 
 
Organizational Profile:  
Earth Rangers is a Canadian kids' conservation organization, dedicated to educating children and 
families about biodiversity and empowering them to become directly involved in protecting animals 
and their habitats. Earth Rangers’ programs include a School Outreach and Classroom Visit 
Program, community shows, a national television presence and ‘Bring Back the Wild’, an initiative 
that provides children with a tangible way to make a difference. These programs strive to inspire 
children across Canada to take action to help protect animals and their habitats. 
 
The Bring Back the Wild campaign is a national education and fundraising initiative that teaches 
children about the importance of protecting animals by preserving their natural habitats and gives 
them the tools to contribute to conservation projects developed to ensure the survival of four native 
species each year.  The 2014-2015 current conservations projects are focused on protecting the 
eastern wolf, swift fox, western screech owl, and bobolink. 
 
The Earth Rangers Educational Outreach Program is designed to help students understand the 
effects of human activity on our planet and the species that inhabit it. Earth Rangers provides an 
online catalogue of science-related resources for educators with curriculum-linked activities and 
lesson plans. These educational resources have been created to engage students and facilitate a 
connection to wildlife both inside and outside the classroom. 
 
ECCC is providing three-year funding to Earth Rangers for Engaging Canadian Kids in Wildlife 
Conservation – a program that will help Canadian children learn to be active stewards of the natural 
world, protect Canada’s wildlife, and take action in conserving nature.  The funding includes support 
for the Earth Rangers School Assembly Program, and engaging children in tangible activities 
through action-oriented Missions, Bring Back the Wild projects, and local events as part of the Earth 
Rangers Membership Program. 

https://www.earthrangers.com/
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Ecojustice 
https://www.ecojustice.ca/  
Executive Director: Devon Page 
 
Organizational Profile: 
Ecojustice (formerly Sierra Legal Defence Fund) is Canada’s largest environmental law charity. 
Established in 1990, Ecojustice aims to enable citizens to expose lawbreakers and hold 
governments accountable, while setting powerful precedents for, keeping fossil fuels in the ground 
and accelerating the transition to a clean energy future, clean water, natural spaces, healthy 
communities and global warming solutions. The organization employs more than 50 staff lawyers, 
scientists, and other key staff in Vancouver, Toronto, Ottawa, Halifax, and Calgary.  
 
Ecojustice undertakes the following activities to meet its environmental protection goals: 

• Working to enshrine the right to a healthy environment in the Charter of Rights and 
FreedomsEngaging in pro-bono environmental litigation that set precedents and strengthen 
the laws protecting air, water, and ecosystems  

• Supporting strong, well-enforced laws informed by good science 
• advancing litigation on governments that are not adhering to environmental law; 
• advocating and advising on the development of effective legislation; 
• offering strategic counsel; and  
• preparing scientific analysis and research. 
 

Ecojustice’s past clients have included more than 80 environmental organizations, community 
groups, individuals, and coalitions. Recent Ecojustice cases involving the federal government have 
addressed emissions cheating in the automobile industry, approval of the Trans Mountain pipeline 
project, modernizing environmental laws, unlawful and lengthy pesticides “phase out,” and 
assessment of oil-by-rail projects.  
 
Committee membership: 
A representative of Ecojustice, Liat Podolsky, is a member of the Species at Risk Advisory 
Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise the Minister of ECCC on 
the administration of the Act.   
 
Environmental Defence Canada 
https://environmentaldefence.ca/  
Executive Director: Tim Gray 
 
Organizational Profile: 
Environmental Defence Canada is a non-profit organization made up of policy experts and 
community members supported by scientists, business leaders, lawyers and community members. 
They are working hard to protect Canada’s environment and human health. The organization’s goal 
is to cultivate the collaboration of individuals, industry, and government in : (1)  Empowering 
Canadians to take action in their own daily lives; (2) Working with industry to build a clean, 
prosperous economy; (3) Encouraging government to enact policies to protect Canadians’ 
environment. 
 
Environmental Defence Canada’s priority issues are: 

• Kicking Out Toxic Chemicals - Industry action to take harmful ingredients out of consumer 
products, government action to ban and restrict toxic chemicals and informed consumers 
equipped with the knowledge to choose safe options when they shop.  
o They are working towards full ingredient disclosure on product labels; 
o They think work towards banning or phasing-out or restricting toxic chemicals should be 

undertaken by provincial and federal governments; 

https://www.ecojustice.ca/
https://environmentaldefence.ca/
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o They provide consumer information on clean products, partially through downloadable 
guides and the list of Just Beautiful Pledge companies, and also through the 
organization of free community workshops 

• Climate and Clean Economy: Completely phasing-out polluting fossil fuels and reducing 
Canada’s carbon pollution to zero by mid-century.  
o Specific foci include capping tar sands pollution, ending public subsidies for fossil fuels, 

and solving Canada’s methane problem, and building a clean economy 
• Creating Livable Communities: The focus is on limiting urban sprawl and protecting farms, 

nature, and water by directing growth to existing urban areas. Complementary benefits 
include savings to taxpayers, lowering carbon pollution, reducing congestion. 

• Ending Plastic Pollution: Their view is that governments must ban toxic and tough to recycle 
products, and create laws aimed at reducing plastic waste, eliminating throwaway plastics, 
and increasing recycling. Businesses must commit to reducing their plastic waste, and 
individuals should “reduce, reuse, recycle.” 
o Working towards a plastics waste free environment by 2025 
o Promoting establishment of plastic bottle deposit return program 
o Providing community and individual-focussed educational information on reducing 

plastic 
• Safeguarding Canada’s Freshwater: Their view is that the government needs to take action 

to protect the Great Lakes, and that businesses need to change their practices to safeguard 
the Great Lakes and other precious water sources. 
o They are working to keep plastics out of the Great Lakes 
o Working to protect Lake Erie from runoff pollution leading to toxic algae blooms 
o Promoting awareness of clean swimming water through the Blue Flag Beach 

Certification program. 
 

Équiterre 
https://equiterre.org/en  
Executive Director: Colleen Thorpe 
 
Organizational Profile: 
Founded in 1993, Équiterre is committed to offering concrete solutions to accelerate the transition 
towards a society in which individuals, organizations and governments make ecological choices that 
are both healthy and equitable. Through its four programs–ecological agriculture, fair trade, 
sustainable transportation and energy efficiency– the organization has developed projects that 
encourage individuals, organizations and governments to take concrete actions that bring about 
positive change for the environment and society.  
 
Équiterre conducts research and advocacy on a number of environmental policy issues, targeted at 
the federal level and within the province of Quebec, and focusing largely on climate change policy.  
 
Équiterre’s major areas of work include:  

• Oil Sands – Équiterre works to stop oil sands development. They do not support the Energy 
East Pipeline. They helped create the Oil Sands Reality Check project which is a resource 
for citizens, media, investors, and decision makers to participate in a more informed debate 
about the impacts of oil sands development. 

• Home Energy Efficiency – The campaign was developed with the aim of reducing the 
environmental problems related to excessive energy consumption. Équiterre advisors, 
accredited by the Agence de l'efficacité énergétique, make home visits in order to evaluate 
household energy use and provide residents with tips to help them develop energy-efficient 
habits. 

• Sustainable Transportation – The campaign intended to reduce the impact of pollution 
caused by transportation, in particular greenhouse gas emissions as an important cause of 

https://equiterre.org/en
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climate change. In keeping with this aim, Équiterre has developed an online guide to help 
citizens adopt a combination of modes of transportation such as car-pooling, cycling, walking 
or public transport.  

• Ecological Horticulture – Équiterre works to provide Quebec residents with the benefits of 
agriculture and food without pesticides or chemical fertilizers through a network of farms, and 
initiatives that stimulate citizen action such as Horti-eco certification. 

• Fair Trade – Équiterre’s Fair Trade program was created to enable consumers to use their 
buying power to oppose existing inequalities in international trade.  

 
ETC Group: Action Group on Erosion, Technology and Concentration 
https://www.etcgroup.org/  
Co-Executive Directors: Jim Thomas and Neth Daño 
 
Organizational Profile: 
The ETC Group is a technology-based environmental organization working to address the 
socioeconomic and ecological issues surrounding new technologies that could have an impact on 
the world’s poorest and most vulnerable people. It investigates ecological erosion; the development 
of new technologies; and monitors global governance issues including corporate concentration and 
trade in technologies. The ETC Group operates at the global political level while working closely with 
partner civil society organizations (CSOs) and social movements, especially in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America.  
 
The organization is:  

• dedicated to the conservation and sustainable advancement of cultural and ecological 
diversity and human rights. To this end, ETC Group supports socially responsible 
developments of technologies useful to the poor and marginalized and addresses 
international governance issues and corporate power; 

• working in partnership with other CSOs for cooperative and sustainable self-reliance within 
disadvantaged societies, by providing information and analysis of socioeconomic and 
technological trends and alternatives; 

• developing strategic options based on research and analysis of technological information 
(particularly but not exclusively plant genetic resources, biotechnologies and biological 
diversity), and in the development of strategic options related to the socioeconomic 
ramifications of new technologies; and 

• focused on global and regional (continental or sub-continental) levels. ETC Group supports 
partnerships with community, national, or regional CSOs.  

 
The ETC Group currently concentrates on effecting change on six current primary areas of focus: 
Biodiversity (CBD, SBSTTA and IPBES), Climate & Geoengineering, Corporate Monopolies, 
Sustainable Development, Synthetic Biology, and Technology Assessment. 
 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
https://fcm.ca/en  
CEO: Brock Carlton 
 
Organizational Profile: 

• The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) is the national voice of municipal 
government representing 90 per cent of Canada's municipal population. Established in 1901, 
members include Canada's largest cities, small urban and rural communities, and 20 
provincial and territorial municipal associations. Today, FCM advocates about the needs of 
municipalities and their citizens, as reflected in federal policies and programs. 

https://www.etcgroup.org/
https://fcm.ca/en
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• FCM provides the perspective of both large and small communities, as municipalities are 
integral in the implementation of waste management and recycling programs for residents 
and small business. 

• FCM advances the interests of municipalities by advocating for sound policy in all areas 
where federal jurisdiction impacts local issues. FCM's Board of Directors–comprising 75 
elected municipal officials from all regions of Canada–sets policy priorities that reflect the 
concerns of all local governments. FCM influences policy decisions through members' 
interactions with partners and stakeholders in government, business and industry 
organizations. Current priorities include: house pricing and household debt, rail safety and 
infrastructure.  

• Through programming, FCM address green initiatives, affordable housing, women in 
government, climate protection and partnering with First Nations communities. 

• FCM leads Partners for Climate Protect (PCP), a program that empowers municipalities to 
take action against climate change through a five-milestone process that guides members in 
creating GHG inventories, setting realistic and achievable GHG reduction targets, developing 
local action plans and implementing plans using specific, measurable actions to reduce 
emissions. PCP is the Canadian component of ICLEI's Cities for Climate Protection (CCP) 
network, which involves more than 1,100 communities worldwide. PCP is a partnership 
between the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) and ICLEI. 

 
Greenpeace Canada 
https://www.greenpeace.org/canada/en/  
Executive Director: Christy Ferguson 
 
Organizational Profile: 
Greenpeace Canada is an independently-funded, non-governmental organization that works to 
protect the environment. It aims to change attitudes and behaviour, to protect and conserve the 
environment and to promote peace through research, lobbying, and quiet diplomacy, as well as high-
profile, non-violent conflict to raise the level and quality of public debate. Greenpeace International 
was founded in Vancouver in 1971, has since opened offices in 40 countries, with Canadian offices 
in Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver and headquarters in Amsterdam.  
 
Greenpeace Canada’s major areas of work include: 

• Climate and Energy – Greenpeace Canada advocates for a strong federal policy that applies 
to all sectors equally, including a price on carbon and a carbon market. The organization has 
aggressively advocated against favouring the oil sector, and rejects federal investment in 
carbon capture and storage projects in favour of energy efficiency and conservation.  

• Arctic Conservation – Greenpeace Canada is engaged in a campaign to oppose offshore oil 
drilling in the Arctic.  

• Ocean Conservation – Greenpeace Canada works to relieve pressure on ocean ecosystems 
and to establish a network of no-take marine reserves. Current campaigns include stopping 
the overexploitation of tuna by pushing major tuna brands to change their fishing practices 
and supermarket chains to carry sustainably-sourced tuna and seafood.  

• Forest Conservation – Greenpeace Canada lobbies industries and governments, and 
engages consumers to protect the Boreal Forest, the Great Bear Rainforest and the 
Indonesian rainforest. Greenpeace was involved in the campaign that led to the British 
Columbia government’s 2009 decision to protect 50% of the Great Bear rainforest. 

 
  

https://www.greenpeace.org/canada/en/
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International Council on Clean Transportation 
https://theicct.org/  
Executive Director: Drew Kodjak 
 
Organizational Profile: 
The International Council on Clean Transportation (ICCT) is an independent nonprofit organization 
founded to provide first-rate, unbiased research and technical and scientific analysis to 
environmental regulators. ICCT mission is to improve the environmental performance and energy 
efficiency of road, marine, and air transportation, in order to benefit public health and mitigate 
climate change. 
 
International Institute for Sustainable Development 
https://www.iisd.org/  
Interim President and CEO: Jane McDonald 
 
Organizational Profile: 
The International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) is a Canadian-based not-for-profit 
organization that promotes change towards sustainable development by conducting policy research 
and providing a forum to engage governments, business, non-governmental organizations and other 
sectors in the development and implementation of sustainable development policies. Their mission is 
to promote human development and environmental sustainability through innovative research, 
communication and partnerships.  
 
The institute has offices in Canada, Switzerland and the U.S., and operates in over 70 countries 
around the world.  
 
IISD’s major areas of work include:  

• Economic Law and Policy - IISD aims at reforming economic policies on international 
investments, sustainable markets and trade, industry sustainability, infrastructure financing 
and public procurement to advance sustainable and equitable development. 

• Energy – IISD works to transform energy systems and policies to support universal access to 
clean, low-carbon energy. IISD identifies and prioritizes options for reducing emissions, such 
as through developing clean and renewable energy systems. It also supports developing 
countries to identify and access financing for low-carbon development.  

• Water – IISD focuses on policy and programming solutions that protect and enhance the 
natural environment, while also improving socioeconomic well-being. IISD conducts 
economic analyses and hydrologic assessments to support government decision-making, 
and brings together stakeholders to support the management of watersheds across national 
boundaries. Their policy work is informed by scientific research conducted at IISD 
Experimental Lakes Area.   

• Resilience – IISD works on building and defending resilience of communities and 
ecosystems to face unprecedented risks and uncertainty associate with climate change, 
conflicts, and food security issues. 

• SDG Knowledge - IISD provides information and analysis that supports the United Nations' 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). 

 
  

https://theicct.org/
https://www.iisd.org/
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Living Oceans Society 
https://www.livingoceans.org/  
Executive Director: Karen Wristen 
 
Organizational Profile: 
Living Oceans Society is a not-for-profit organization advocating for oceans that are managed for the 
common good, according to science-based policies that consider ecosystems in their entirety. 
 
Living Oceans Society’s mission is to: 

• engage in scientific, social and economic research to ensure their campaigns are grounded 
in fact and solutions are science-based; 

• interpret scientific data for diverse audiences through maps, reports and other publications, 
so that all stakeholders can be informed and involved in decision-making; 

• engage with government, industry and the people who live and work on the coast to create 
viable solutions to conservation issues; 

• promote sound public policy and corporate social responsibility; and 
• enable coastal communities to protect the ocean resources they depend upon. 

 
Living Oceans Society’s major areas of work include: 

• Ocean Planning – Living Oceans Society engages in ocean planning on all three of 
Canada’s coasts. 

• Energy and Climate Change – Living Oceans Society has been working to protect B.C.’s 
coast from fossil fuel development and transport for 20 years. The organization was granted 
intervenor status in the Joint Review Panel hearings for the Northern Gateway pipeline and 
the National Energy Board hearings for the Kinder Morgan’s TransMountain Expansion 
Pipeline.  

• Salmon Farming – Living Oceans Society coordinates the Coastal Alliance for Aquaculture 
Reform (CAAR), a coalition of five environmental organizations working to protect the ocean 
from the impacts of open net-cage salmon farming. 

• Sustainable Seafood – Living Oceans Society is a member of SeaChoice, a seafood watch 
program that assesses the sustainability of seafood items commonly available in Canada. 

• Ocean Acidification – Living Oceans Society campaigns for effective climate policy, marine 
protected areas and sustainable fishing practices. 

• Clear the Coast – Living Oceans coordinates the efforts of community members, businesses, 
and local governments that want to help clean up the shores of northern Vancouver Island. 

• Ocean Ecosystems – Living Oceans Society is working to ensure a healthy ocean by 
protecting the four pillars of ocean ecosystems: habitat, biodiversity, food webs, and water 
quality. 

 
Mersey Tobeatic Research Institute 
http://www.merseytobeatic.ca/ 
Executive director: Amanda Lavers 
 
Organizational Profile: 
The Mersey Tobeatic Research Institute is a non-profit, cooperative research institute that operates 
a field station located in Queens County, Nova Scotia, between the communities of Kempt and 
Caledonia. It was established in 2004 to promote sustainable use of natural resources and 
biodiversity conservation in the Southwest Nova Biosphere Reserve (SNBR) and beyond through 
research, education, and the operation of a field station. MTRI has a diversity of projects on the go 
simultaneously. From Species at Risk research to aquatic connectivity, old forests, our human 
dimensions and youth outreach, it conducts a variety of short-term projects and continuing programs 
in the area. 

https://www.livingoceans.org/
http://www.merseytobeatic.ca/
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Committee membership: 
A representative of the Mersey Tobeatic Research Institute, Brad Toms, is a member of the Species 
at Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise the 
Minister of ECCC on the administration of the Act.   
 
Nature Canada 
https://naturecanada.ca/  
Executive Director: Graham Saul  
 
Organizational Profile: 
Founded in 1939, Nature Canada is a member-based non-profit conservation organization, 
representing a network of 45,000 supporters and more than 350 naturalist organizations operating at 
the local, regional and provincial levels across Canada. Nature Canada’s mission is to protect and 
conserve wildlife and habitats in Canada by engaging people and advocating on behalf of nature. 
Internationally, Nature Canada is a member organization of the International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) as well as the Canadian co-partner of BirdLife International. 
 
Nature Canada’s major areas of work include: 

• Bird Conservation – Nature Canada works with governments, scientists, birders and non-
governmental experts to conserve species throughout their ranges in Canada and abroad. 
The organization is an active member of the global partnership BirdLife International. 

• Wilderness Protection – Nature Canada monitors government plans to create protected 
areas, and undertakes projects that encourage the development of an effective network of 
parks and protected areas across Canada.  

• Endangered Species – Nature Canada works to reverse the trend of species loss and habitat 
degradation by informing the public about species at risk and pushing for effective laws and 
programs.  

• Green Budget Coalition –Through the Green Budget Coalition, Nature Canada and 13 other 
environmental organizations present an analysis of the most pressing issues regarding 
environmental sustainability in Canada and to make a consolidated annual set of 
recommendations to the federal government regarding strategic fiscal and budgetary 
opportunities. 

• Connecting People to Nature – Nature Canada seeks to foster a better understanding of 
nature and the role Canadians can play in protecting it through urban nature initiatives and 
citizen science initiatives. 
 

Canada Nature Fund: 
• Nature Canada also operates the NatureHood program which seeks to connect people of all 

ages to nature, with a particular focus on children. It aims to inspire urban residents to 
connect with nature through celebratory events, educational and stewardship activities, and 
wildlife observation, all set in urban or near-urban green spaces. ECCC has supported the 
implementation of this program on its in 10 National Wildlife Areas that are close to urban 
centres since 2015.  
  

Committee membership: 
A representative of Nature Canada, Stephen Hazell attends, although not as a member, the Species 
at Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC) established under the Species at Risk Act to advise the 
Minister of ECCC on the administration of the Act.  
 
  

https://naturecanada.ca/
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Nature Conservancy of Canada 
https://www.natureconservancy.ca/en/  
President and CEO: John Lounds  
 
Organizational Profile: 
Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC), founded in 1962, is a national, non-profit land conservation 
organization that is dedicated to direct protection of ecologically significant areas through donations, 
purchase, conservation easements, the relinquishment of other legal interests in land and manage 
them for the long term. NCC’s vision is to protect areas of biological diversity for their intrinsic value 
and for the benefit of future generations. NCC’s plan of action is partnership building and creative 
deal-making with any individual, corporation, community group, conservation group or government 
body that shares its objectives. To date, NCC has helped to protect more than 2.6 million acres (1 
million hectares) across the country.  
 
NCC’s major areas of work include: 
 
Natural Heritage Conservation Program (NHCP): The Nature Conservancy of Canada is one of the 
partners in the Natural Heritage Conservation Program (NHCP), a federally funded $100 million 
program to safeguard important habitats for species at risk. The program will focus on support for 
privately protected areas in ecologically sensitive landscapes, from forests and endangered 
grasslands to wetlands and coastal regions. The Nature Conservancy of Canada will oversee the 
NHCP with contributions from program partners Ducks Unlimited Canada and Canada’s land trusts 
(Canadian Land Trusts Working Group). Wildlife Habitat Canada will administer the local land trust 
portion of the program.   
 
The NHCP replaced the Natural Areas Conservation Program (NACP), which was also administered 
by the NCC. The Natural Areas Conservation Program received funding of over $320 million 
between 2007 and 2018.   
 
Committee membership: 
A representative of Nature Conservancy of Canada, Michael Bradstreet, is a member of the Species 
at Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise the 
Minister of ECCC on the administration of the Act.   
 
NatureServe Canada 
https://www.natureserve.org/natureserve-network/canada  
Executive Director: Patrick Henry 
 
Organizational Profile:  
NatureServe Canada is a registered charity that functions as a network of provincial and territorial 
Conservation Data Centres (CDCs) to develop, manage and distribute authoritative information 
critical to the conservation of Canada’s biodiversity. Data held by NatureServe Canada are widely 
used by federal and provincial agencies, private industry, researchers and conservation 
organizations to improve the management, use and conservation of biological resources in Canada. 
NatureServe Canada also represents Canadian CDCs within the broader international network of 
similar centres throughout the western hemisphere known as NatureServe.  
 
NatureServe’s mission is to be the authoritative source for accessible, current, and reliable 
information on the distribution and abundance of Canada’s biological diversity. They aim to improve 
decision-making about natural resources and to serve the public by increasing awareness among 
Canadians of the nation’s natural heritage.  
 
  

https://www.natureconservancy.ca/en/
https://www.natureserve.org/natureserve-network/canada
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Key activities include: 
• establishing scientific standards for biological inventory and biodiversity data management; 
• developing comprehensive and current databases on species and ecological communities of 

conservation concern; 
• designing advanced biodiversity data management systems in partnership with information 

technology leaders; 
• making biodiversity information available to the public through websites, publications, and 

custom services for clients and partners; and 
• providing scientific expertise to support clients and partners’ biodiversity programs and 

research. 
 
Ocean Wise 
https://ocean.org/  
Vice President of Development: Jeremy Douglas  

 
Organizational Profile:  

• Ocean Wise is a global ocean conservation organization focused on protecting and restoring 
the world’s oceans. Ocean Wise’s mission is to inspire the global community to become 
Ocean Wise by increasing its understanding, wonder and appreciation for our oceans. 
 

 
Pembina Institute 
https://www.pembina.org/  
Executive Director: Simon Dyer  
 
Organizational Profile:  
The Pembina Institute is an independent, not-for-profit environmental policy research and education 
organization that aims to advance clean energy solutions through innovative research, education, 
consulting and advocacy. Founded in 1985, the Pembina Institute has offices in Vancouver, 
Yellowknife, Edmonton, Calgary and Toronto. The organization envisions a world in which both 
immediate and future needs are met in a manner that protects the earth's living systems, ensures 
clean air, land and water, prevents dangerous climate change and provides for a safe and just global 
community.  
 
The Pembina Institute’s major areas of work include: 

• Climate Policy – The Pembina Institute produces reports, fact sheets, and media releases to 
support the development and implementation of effective climate policies. They also created 
the “Energy Policy Simulator”, a free open-source tool that allows users to see how energy 
and climate policies influence emissions across the country, and gain a deeper 
understanding of how Canada can lower its carbon emissions. 

• Clean Electricity – The Pembina Institute researches and comments on topics like the coal 
power phase-out, renewable energy, clean technology. 

• Oil and Gas – The Pembina Institute produces publications and commentary supporting the 
development of regulations on oil and gas industry, including methane emissions, and 
assessing the environmental impacts of major oil and gas development projects, particularly 
oil sands or LNG. 

• Green Buildings – The Pembina Institute researches and provides information about 
solutions for improving the energy efficiency of buildings, particularly in British Columbia. 

• Clean Transportation – The Pembina Institute researches clean solutions for moving goods 
and people, and engages with the government in the development of policies like the clean 
fuel standard. 

 

https://ocean.org/
https://www.pembina.org/
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Pollution Probe 
https://www.pollutionprobe.org/   
CEO: Christopher Hilkene  
 
Organizational Profile: 
Pollution Probe is a Canadian charitable environmental organization, founded in 1969, that focuses 
on the intersection of communities, health and environment. It works to define environmental 
problems through research, promote understanding through education, and press for practical 
solutions through advocacy. Pollution Probe focuses on partnership-building, engaging government 
agencies, private businesses and other not-for-profit organizations to work towards clean air and 
clean water solutions. Pollution Probe’s mission is to improve the health and well-being of 
Canadians by advancing policy that achieves positive, tangible environmental change. 
 
Pollution Probe’s major areas of work include: 

• Transportation – Pollution Probe researches new technologies and their infrastructure needs 
to provide cleaner, safer and more sustainable transportation options. 

• Energy – Pollution Probe uses a systems approach to identify opportunities for improving the 
way that we produce, distribute and use energy. 

• Great Lakes – Pollution Probe helps cultivate local stewardship for sustainable watershed 
management in the Great Lakes. 

• Chemicals – Pollution Probe helps Canadians connect environmental factors to human 
health and well-being. 

• Waste – Pollution Probe facilitates solutions that support a zero-landfill future based on the 
4Rs – reduce, reuse, recycle and recover. 

 
Porpoise Conservation Society  
https://porpoise.org/ 
President: Dr. Anna Hall 
 
Organizational Profile: 
Founded in 2015, this is the world’s first organization dedicated to the research and conservation of 
some of the smallest marine mammals – porpoises. The Porpoise Conservation Society was 
initiated with the goal of becoming the premier resource for education and conservation of all 
porpoise species. These species are found throughout the northern and southern hemispheres, and 
have been largely overlooked as a result of their small size and the difficulties of finding them in the 
wild.  
 
Committee membership: 
A representative of the Porpoise Conservation Society, Dr. Anna Hall, is a member of the Species at 
Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise the Minister 
of ECCC on the administration of the Act.    
 
Sierra Club Canada Foundation 
https://www.sierraclub.ca/  
Executive Director: John Bennett 
 
Organizational Profile: 
Sierra Club Canada Foundation is a member-based, charitable non-governmental organization that 
aims to empower people to protect, restore and enjoy a healthy and safe planet. Sierra Club Canada 
has been active since 1963, with the national office established in Ottawa in 1989. There are four 
active chapters in Canada: Prairie Chapter, Ontario Chapter, Quebec Chapter and Atlantic Canada 
Chapter. There is no British Columbia Chapter, but it is affiliated with the Sierra Club of BC 

https://www.pollutionprobe.org/
https://porpoise.org/
https://www.sierraclub.ca/
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Foundation. Sierra Club Canada has approximately 10,000 members, supporters, and youth affiliate 
members across Canada. 
 
The mission of the organization is to empower people to be leaders in protecting, restoring and 
enjoying healthy and safe ecosystems. 
 
Sierra Club Canada’s major areas of work include: 

• Climate Change – Sierra Club Canada works on both the national and the local level to 
reduce greenhouse gasses and to promote sustainable energy practices. 

• Grassroots Action – Sierra Club Canada supports and empowers members to lead their own 
projects at the local level. 

• Health and Wellbeing – Sierra Club Canada promotes education about and recreation in 
natural spaces. 

• Sustainability – Sierra Club Canada engages in promoting ways to live in a sustainable 
fashion, on both the national and local level. 

• Wildlife and Natural Spaces – Sierra Club Canada works with individuals, partners and 
community groups to promote knowledge of wildlife and natural environments, and to 
preserve and protect them for all to enjoy. 

 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative Inc. 
https://www.sfiprogram.org/ 
President & CEO: Kathy Abusow 
 
Organizational Profile: 
SFI is an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to promoting forest sustainability and 
supporting the links between sustainable forests and communities through grant programs, carefully 
targeted research, youth education, supply chain assurances, and partnerships that effectively 
contribute to multiple conservation objectives. 
 
Forests certified to the SFI Forest Management Standard cover 285 million acres/115 million 
hectares, while millions more acres benefit from the SFI Fiber Sourcing Standard. The Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative is a North American 'forest certification standard' and program of SFI Inc., a non-
profit organization. The Sustainable Forestry Initiative is the world's largest single forest certification 
standard by area. The SFI is headquartered in Ottawa. 
 
Committee membership: 
A representative of the Sustainable Forestry Initiative Inc., Darren Sleep, is a member of the Species 
at Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise the 
Minister of ECCC on the administration of the Act.   
 
Wildlife Habitat Canada  
https://whc.org/  
Executive Director: Cameron Mack 
 
Organizational Profile:  
Wildlife Habitat Canada (WHC) works to conserve, restore and enhance wildlife habitat in Canada. 
WHC funds habitat conservation projects, promote conservation action and foster coordination 
among conservation groups. 
 
Their grant program has been providing funds that support habitat restoration, enhancement and 
protection all over Canada since 1985, including projects and initiatives related to waterfowl and 
migratory birds’ management based on an agreement with Environment Climate Change Canada. 
 

https://whc.org/
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WHC are members of the North American Waterfowl Management Plan and strive to improve and 
enhance the state of migratory birds and their habitats in Canada. 
 
World Wildlife Fund Canada 
http://www.wwf.ca/  
President and CEO: Megan Leslie 
 
Organizational Profile: 
World Wildlife Fund Canada (WWF-Canada), founded in 1967, is a national conservation non-
partisan, non-governmental organization. WWF-Canada has more than 170,000 supporters and over 
100 staff working in seven offices across the country. As a member of the WWF International 
Network, WWF-Canada contributes to the organization’s mission to stop the degradation of the 
planet's natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by:  

• conserving the world's biological diversity;  
• ensuring that the use of renewable resources is sustainable; and 
• promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption.  

 
WWF employs a range of tools to achieve its conservation results, including field research, scientific 
mapping, public policy advocacy, market solutions and public education. WWF also created Earth 
Hour, a symbolic event where people around the world turn off their lights for one hour to show 
support for action on climate change. 
WWF-Canada’s major areas of work include:  

• The Arctic – WWF-Canada implements stewardship principles through identifying and 
conserving the areas that will provide critical habitat for important Arctic species and working 
with industry to encourage the implementation of best practices. 

• Climate and Energy Action – WWF-Canada works towards finding solutions towards 
sustainably producing energy and using less energy, and moving towards the use of 
renewable energy.  

• Oceans – WWF-Canada leads the transition to sustainable seafood, smart oceans 
management and sustainable ocean economies. 

• Freshwater – WWF-Canada provides data-monitoring and assessments the health of, and 
threats to, all lakes, streams and rivers across Canada. 

• Species at Risk – WWF-Canada addresses global trade in endangered species, reduce 
effects of climate change on species. 

 
Committee membership: 
A representative of WWF-Canada, Pete Ewins, is a member of the Species at Risk Advisory 
Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise the Minister of ECCC on 
the administration of the Act. WWF is a partner, alongside ECCC and PCA, of the Conservation 
through Reconciliation Partnership (CRP), a collective initiative to support efforts to advance 
Indigenous-led conservation in Canada.  

http://www.wwf.ca/
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National Industry Organizations 
In Alphabetical Order 
 
Aluminium Association of Canada 
https://aluminium.ca/en/ 
President and CEO: Jean Simard, (514) 288-4842 ext. 225, jeansimard@aluminium.ca  

Organizational Profile: 
The Aluminium Association of Canada (AAC) is a non-profit organization whose mission is to 
represent the Canadian aluminium industry in its dealings with citizens, public authorities, current 
and potential users of aluminium, as well as other players on the economic scene.  
The AAC was founded with a view to grouping together into a single representative body Canada's 
three aluminium producers: Alcoa, Aluminerie Alouette and Rio Tinto Alcan. The AAC focuses on 
solving its members' common-interest concerns of a non-competitive nature. 

AAC contends that the presence of the aluminium industry in Canadian and the 10 aluminium 
smelters they operate make the industry a powerful lever for the national economy while providing a 
permanent and increasing contribution to the economic wealth of Canada and Quebec. The industry 
is among the top three industrial sectors of Quebec, both in terms of production value and foreign 
sales volume. 
 
Association of Canadian Port Authorities 
http://www.acpa-ports.net/ 
President: Wendy Zatylny, (613) 232-2036 ext. 201, wzatylny@acpa-ports.net 

Organizational Profile: 
The Association of Canadian Port Authorities (ACPA) was founded in 1958 and  brings together 
ports and related marine interests into one national association. ACPA represents all Canadian Port 
Authorities, various government entities and companies doing business in the marine sector. ACPA 
members are responsible for more than 250,000 direct and indirect jobs and handling more than 
$400 billion worth of goods annually. 
The Key Industrial Issues that the ACPA is concerned with are: competitiveness, infrastructure, 
security, sustainable development, legislation and regulation, and innovation and technology.  

The ACPA has a number of programs related to education which includes seminars and 
conferences throughout the year, including Operations Seminar, Governance Seminar, Annual 
Port/Government Interface, Policy and Technical Workshops, and the Annual General Meeting and 
Conference. These are opportunities for all members and non-members in the port community to 
discuss issues and to network. As well, ACPA seeks to recognize the achievements of those in the 
port community that are deserving of industry recognition. 
 
Canada Cleantech Alliance 
www.canadacleantechalliance.ca  
Chair:  Denis Leclerc, dleclerc@ecotechquebec.com 
 
Organizational Profile: 
CanadaCleantech Alliance coordinates regional clusters, associations and hubs to identify and 
crowdsource issues, obtain guidance and mobilize for change. Canada Cleantech Alliance was 
created in March 2016 as an alliance between the Alberta Clean Technology Industry Alliance, BC 

https://aluminium.ca/en/
http://www.acpa-ports.net/
http://www.canadacleantechalliance.ca/
mailto:dleclerc@ecotechquebec.com
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Cleantech CEO Alliance, MaRs Discovery and Ecotech Quebec. It aims to provide a national voice 
for Canada’s cleantech sector and to serve as a focal point to help transition Canada to a stronger, 
climate-resilient economy  
 
Canadian Association of Forest Owners  
http://www.cafo-acpf.ca/ 
Managing Director: Christopher Lee (613) 410-6455, info@cafo-acpf.ca 
 
Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Association of Forest Owners (CAFO) is a non-profit association that works with 
some of the 450,000 individuals, families, farmers, companies and associations who own and 
manage forest land across Canada to ensure policy decisions respect private property rights. Private 
forest land comprises over 10% of managed forest land in Canada and is a significant contributor to 
the environment, economy, and communities. 
 
CAFO members own and manage over 3 million hectares of private forest land from coast to coast. 
Additionally, members also manage over 15 million hectares of Crown (public) forest land.” 
CAFO strives to balance the public interest and private property rights within a policy and incentive 
framework that encourages responsible stewardship. 
 
CAFO is active on two of five SARAC Working Groups that deal with Multi-Species, Place-Based 
approaches to species at risk, and Knowledge Plan, which is examining the availability and use of 
data, data sharing and the protection of proprietary information. 
 
Key areas of policy interest: 
An essential element to promote viability of private forests and encourage responsible stewardship is 
the coordination of landowner interaction with federal agencies to ensure that legislation and policy 
decisions are well informed about potential impacts on privately owned lands. CAFO focuses on 
dialogue, information exchange and negotiation with Environment and Climate Change Canada and 
other federal regulators regarding laws designed to protect endangered species, fisheries and 
migratory birds. These regulations can have serious impacts on the management of forest land. 

• Federal Protected Areas and Conservation Objectives 
• Sustainable development 
• Government Regulation on Private Land 
• Designation and Protection of Critical Habitat 
• Species at Risk Canada: Migratory birds 

 
Committee membership: 
A representative of the Canadian Association of Forest Owners, Christopher Lee, is a member of the 
Species at Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise 
the Minister of ECCC on the administration of the Act.    
 
Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers 
https://www.capp.ca/  
President and CEO: Tim McMillan  

Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP) represents Canada’s upstream oil, oil 
sands and natural gas industry. CAPP membership includes more than 90 producer members and 
150 associate members. CAPP’s mission is to advocate for and enable economic competitiveness 
and safe, environmentally and socially responsible performance. 

http://www.cafo-acpf.ca/
mailto:info@cafo-acpf.ca
https://www.capp.ca/
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In working towards responsible development of oil and gas resources, CAPP has identified several 
priority environmental issues: 

• Climate change – CAPP’s “Climate Change Policy Principles” include balance, technology, 
predictability and stability, compatibility and harmonization. The organization’s climate 
change work focuses on identifying improved efficiencies and innovative technology to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  

• Air – CAPP is working to improve public confidence in the way sour gas is regulated, 
developed and produced. The industry has also partnered with the Clean Air Strategic 
Alliance to create guidelines for reducing flaring and venting.  

• Water – CAPP focuses on reducing water use and protecting offshore marine environments.  
• Land – CAPP’s areas of interest include using research and technology to reduce the size of 

tailings ponds, pursuing effective reclamation and generally protecting wildlife.  
• CAPP is an active stakeholder on boreal caribou conservation, and has in the past provided 

detailed input to various federal documents including SARA section 63 reports. 

Committee membership: 
A representative of the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers, Amit Saxena, is a member of 
the Species at Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to 
advise the Minister of ECCC on the administration of the Act.   
 
Canadian Association of Recycling Industries (CARI) 
https://www.cari-acir.org/  
 
Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Association of Recycling Industries (CARI) is an industry association made up of over 
200 member companies in the recycling sector that process, broker, and consume recyclable 
commodities, including ferrous and non-ferrous metals, electronics, paper, rubber, glass, textiles, 
and plastics. CARI was founded in 1941 at the request of the Canadian government, which sought 
high-quality scrap metal to support the war effort. CARI has evolved into a powerful industry 
association representing companies from small family scrap yards to massive capital-intensive 
processing plants. Members are engaged in the recycling of all commodities, but the majority deal 
primarily or exclusively in metals. Every activity CARI undertakes is aimed at improving the 
economic position of our member companies and promoting the recycling industry. 
 
Canadian Cattlemen’s Association 
http://www.cattle.ca/  
Executive Vice President: Dennis Laycraft 

Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Cattlemen’s Association (CCA) is a non-profit federation comprised of eight provincial 
member cattle associations that provide representation to a national, producer-led board of directors. 
The 27-member board provides the leadership and unity necessary to speak as one voice on issues 
of importance to the beef cattle industry. CCA’s operating divisions carry out the day-to-day business 
in support of the vision, policies and recommendations established by the board. 
Current key areas of focus include market access and trade regulations, sustainability, animal care, 
animal health and food safety, grading/inspection, marketing, government and regulatory affairs, 
fiscal/monetary policy and business risk management. 

  

https://www.cari-acir.org/
http://www.cattle.ca/
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The organization’s major areas of work include: 
• Competitiveness – CCA advocates for competitiveness in the cattle feeding and beef 

processing sectors. CCA’s focuses on international market access barriers and labour 
shortages in agriculture and meat processing sectors. 

• Market Access – CCA supports Canada’s involvement in free trade agreements and efforts 
to create predictable and level trading environments with key markets. Market access also 
involves working to overcome trade restrictive measures and trade obstacles, while 
promoting science-based approaches. CCA’s priority market access and trade files include: 
export to the European Union, the Comprehensive Economic and Trade and Agreement 
(CETA), the Country of Origin Labeling (COOL), South Korea Free Trade Agreement tariffs 
and the Japan-Canada Economic Partnership Agreement. 

 
Committee membership: 
A representative of the Canadian Cattlemen’s Association, Larry Thomas, is a member of the 
Species at Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise 
the Minister of ECCC on the administration of the Act.   
 
Canadian Consumer Specialty Products Association 
http://www.ccspa.org/   
President: Shannon Coombs, (613) 232-6616, ext. 11 coombss@ccspa.org 

Organizational Profile: 
• The Canadian Consumer Specialty Products Association (CCSPA) is a national trade 

association representing the consumer, industrial and institutional specialty products 
industry.1 As of 2015, CPPA has 36 member companies in 118 facilities across Canada. It is 
a $20 billion industry directly employing over 12,000 people.  

• The mission of CCSPA is to enhance the ability of member companies to conduct business 
effectively by fostering industry and government cooperation, advocating for fair and science-
based policies and laws, promoting industry-wide environmental sustainability initiatives and 
providing a national voice for communications to all stakeholders.  

• CCSPA established an Environmental, Health and Safety Code of Ethics for members to 
follow. The organization is also involved in the various programs responsible for the Blue Box 
Recycling Program and the collection of paint and other consumer product materials 
(Municipal Hazardous or Special Waste-MHSW) in Ontario, British Columbia, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Quebec. 

• In 2008, CCSPA initiated the Consumer Ingredient Communication Initiative, a voluntary 
program that makes ingredient information for common household products like cleaning 
solutions, polishes, dyes, fragrances and preservatives available to consumers either on the 
product label, the company’s website, or by toll-free numbers. 
 

Canadian Council of Professional Fish Harvesters  
http://www.fishharvesterspecheurs.ca 
President: Jean Lanteigne, (819) 777-3474, toll-free: 1-800-758-3981 jean.lanteigne@frapp.org 
 
Organizational profile: 
The Canadian Council of Professional Fish Harvesters (CCPFH) is a non-profit organization that 
supports the health and vitality of the Canadian fishing industry. It was created with an objective of 
representing Canadian fish harvesters’ interests, helping lead in the development of having fish 

                                                                 
1 http://www.ccspa.org/ , July 2019 

http://www.ccspa.org/
http://www.fishharvesterspecheurs.ca/
mailto:jean.lanteigne@frapp.org
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harvesting become a recognized profession and to help with the implementation of training and 
adjustment programs.  
Founded in 1995, CCPFH acts as a National Industry Sector Council to support the skills and human 
resource capacity needs of the fishing industry in Canada. 
 
A Board of Directors governs CCPFH. Directors are appointed by fish harvester organizations from 
across the country representing the Atlantic, Pacific, Freshwater and First Nations fisheries. 
 
CCPFH represents the interests of fish harvesters across Canada by: 

• bringing fish harvesters’ common concerns and issues forward to federal, provincial 
and territorial levels of government. 

• providing structure and leadership along with partners for the development of 
professionalization of fish harvesters. 

 
Key areas of policy interest: 

• Seal harvesting 
• The government consultation process 
• Atlantic, pacific, freshwater and First Nations fisheries 
• Conservation 

 
Canadian Council for Importers Compliance  
https://www.cciccertification.com 
Chairman:  George A. Gowing, 450-240-0199 

Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Council for Importers Compliance (CCIC)  was formed following discussions with 
Transport Canada that identified the need for a professional organisation that would bring 
administrative order and technical standardization to an industry in need of assistance. 

The founders George A. Gowing, engineer and Paulette Lussier Gowing have been involved with the 
production, compliance testing and .regulatory certification of motor vehicles under the Canadian 
Motor Vehicle Safety Act and CMVSS regulations since 1970. 

The Council believes excellence is achieved by sharing, collection and making available knowledge 
and expertise from all segments of the industry, not by deception and/or shortcuts. 

The Council will promote administrative comprehension and technical competence by working with 
the industry, organizing, channelling and refining services that exist.  Resolving the problems 
identified by Transport Canada, Environment Canada & other government Agencies will require an 
industry effort, not a one man show. 

The Council has developed expertise in both the administrative and technical aspects of emissions 
certification to assist importers in understanding emissions requirements and testing protocols as 
well as planning and executing a successful certification program. 
 
Canadian Electricity Association 
https://electricity.ca/  
President and CEO: Francis Bradley 

Organizational Profile: 
Founded in 1891, the Canadian Electricity Association (CEA) is the national forum and voice of the 
electricity business in Canada. CEA is comprised of corporate utility member companies, major 

https://www.cciccertification.com/
https://electricity.ca/
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electrical manufacturers, corporate consulting companies and several hundred other company and 
individual members. CEA members provide over 95% of the electricity in Canada. 
 
CEA’s environmental work includes: 

• Species at Risk –CEA has been actively engaged in the Five Year Review of the Species at 
Risk Act that began in 2009. CEA appeared before the House of Commons Standing 
Committee on the Environment and Sustainable Development in June 2015 to discuss 
critical SARA issues faced by the electricity industry. 

• Polychlorinated ciphenyls (PCBs) –Minimizing the adverse environmental impacts of its 
members’ facilities, operations and businesses by addressing issues such as air quality, 
mercury, priority spills and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs); 

• Climate change –Managing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to mitigate the impact of 
operations on climate change, while adapting to its effects.  

CEA is a member of the Conference Board of Canada’s Centre for Clean Energy, which is studying 
means to design and manage a transition toward clean energy systems. CEA also supports the 
Clean Energy Dialogue, established in February 2009, to identify ways Canada and the U.S. can 
jointly develop clean energy solutions to reduce GHG emissions and address climate change. 
 
Committee membership: 
A representative of the Canadian Electricity Association, Terry Toner, is a member of the Species at 
Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise the Minister 
of ECCC on the administration of the Act.   
 
Canadian Energy Pipeline Association 
https://cepa.com/en/  
President and CEO: Chris Bloomer  

Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Energy Pipeline Association (CEPA) represents Canada's transmission pipeline 
companies, which transport nearly all of Canada’s daily crude oil and natural gas from producing 
regions to markets throughout Canada and the United States (U.S.). CEPA’s mission is to enhance 
the operating excellence, business environment and recognized responsibility of the Canadian 
energy transmission pipeline industry through leadership and credible engagement between 
member companies, governments, the public and stakeholders. Members have operations in 
Northwest Territories, British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick.  
 
CEPA lists its goals as: 

• increasing the safety, transparency and accountability of the industry; 
• improving CEPA’s business environment; 
• communicating with key stakeholders to improve trust and credibility; and 
• increasing the exchange of ideas and best practice in select areas related to performance, 

business environment and technology. 

The Association seeks to demonstrate to Canadians how natural gas is a smart foundation for 
Canada’s evolving energy mix, and to encourage supportive public policy in Canada. 
 
Committee membership: 
A representative of the Canadian Energy Pipeline Association, Sue Flaman, is a member of the 
Species at Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise 
the Minister of ECCC on the administration of the Act.  

https://cepa.com/en/


  Tab 8 – b 

7 
 

Canadian Federation of Agriculture  
https://www.cfa-fca.ca/ 
Director: Frank Annau, Environment and Science Policy, 613-236-3633 x2328 
envsci@canadian-farmers.ca  
 
Organizational profile: 
The Canadian Federation of Agriculture (CFA) is Canada's largest general farm organization, 
representing 200,000 farmers and farm families. The organization is headquartered in Ottawa, with 
the mandate to provide a unified industry voice at the national level. The CFA was formed in 1935, 
and continues today as a farmer-funded, national umbrella organization. It represents: 

• Provincial general farm organizations: representing the interests of that province’s 
agriculture whose membership is open to all farmers in that province, either directly or 
through other organizations 

• National or interprovincial Commodity Organizations: representing a major proportion of 
that commodity in a region or across Canada 

• National or interprovincial producer-owned and controlled cooperatives: those who 
demonstrate substantial involvement of producers; membership is subject to CFA board 
approval. 

 
In addition, CFA partners with a vast number of other industry associations, think tanks, academic 
groups, and private companies on projects that touch many different aspects of the agricultural 
sector.  
 
Its mission is to promote the interests of Canadian agriculture producers, through leadership at the 
national level, and to ensure the continued development of a trusted, sustainable, and vibrant 
agriculture sector in Canada.  
 
The CFA met in July with federal and provincial agricultural minsters and presented a position paper 
entitled Producing Prosperity in Canada and focused on three key issues - Food Security, 
Environmental Stewardship, and Economic Growth. 
 
Key areas of policy interest: 

• Carbon pricing and climate change 
• Rural investment 
• Mental health  
• Species at Risk 
• Environment 
• Supply management 
• International trade 

 
Committee membership: 
A representative of the Canadian Federation of Agriculture, Frank Annau, is a member of the 
Species at Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise 
the Minister of ECCC on the administration of the Act.  
 
Canadian Fuels Association 
https://www.canadianfuels.ca/Home/  
President: Peter Boag, president@canadianfuels.ca  

Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Fuels Association (CFA) represents the industry that supplies 95 percent of Canada’s 
transportation fuels. CFA’s goal is to help their members meet the environmental policy objectives of 

https://www.cfa-fca.ca/
mailto:envsci@canadian-farmers.ca
https://www.canadianfuels.ca/Home/
mailto:president@canadianfuels.ca
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government and expectations of Canadians without compromising their access to a secure, reliable 
and competitively priced fuel supply.2  

CFA’s key activities include:  

• establishing working relationships with governments to develop public policy; 
• developing guidelines for the safe handling of petroleum products; and  
• providing information about the petroleum industry to the public.  

Canadian Independent Petroleum Marketers Association 
https://www.cipma.org/  
President and CEO: Jennifer Stewart, (613) 915-5699, jstewart@cipma.org  
 
Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Independent Petroleum Marketers Association (CIPMA) is a national not-for-profit 
trade association representing the interests of its members from the fuel distribution and marketing 
industry. CIPMA engages in advocacy work at the federal and provincial levels, using extensive 
research and knowledge of fuel markets and independent fuel marketers’ business models. 
Currently, advocacy efforts are aimed at enhancing awareness on the impact of credit card fees on 
independent business within Canada.  
 
CIPMA also informs member companies of current and impending legislation, major market and 
regulatory trends and valuable networking event such as the Canadian Fuel Marketing Conference.  

CIPMA’s mission is to ensure the sustainability and growth of an independent fuel marketing and 
distribution sector at both the wholesale and retail levels in Canada. Their specific goals include: 

• ensuring that independent fuel marketers thrive and have the opportunity to earn a fair and 
reasonable return that is proportionate to their business risk and capital investment; and 

• ensuring that Canadian consumers and independent fuel marketers have access to a 
competitively priced and readily available supply of fuel products in all regions of the country.  

Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters 
https://cme-mec.ca/home-departments/ 
President and CEO: Dennis Darby 

Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters (CME) is Canada’s largest trade and industry association, 
and the voice of manufacturing and global business. Founded in 1871, CME represents more than 
10,000 companies nationwide. More than 85% of its members are small- and medium-sized 
enterprises and collectively account for an estimated 82% of Canadian manufacturing production 
and 90% of all goods and services exports. The mission of CME is to help Canadian manufacturers 
and exporters compete and win in domestic and global markets by leveraging its leadership, 
expertise, connections, and the strengths of its membership.  
As Canada’s largest trade and industry association, CME focuses on the issues that are most critical 
to its members – manufacturing competitiveness, US business, international markets, people and 
skills, energy and the environment. Its three priorities for its member companies are: 

                                                                 
2 https://www.canadianfuels.ca/ , July 2019 

https://www.cipma.org/
mailto:jstewart@cipma.org
https://cme-mec.ca/home-departments/
https://www.canadianfuels.ca/
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• Saving expenses, materials, and time – By leveraging the strengths of the country’s most 
extensive industrial network, CME provides members opportunities through the Industry 
Benefits Program, educational programs, and events to provide tools to boost efficiencies, 
and through advocating for policies and taxation frameworks that improve profits. 

• Making profits – With strategic partners in every sector of the economy, CME provides 
access to business opportunities nationally and globally. CME links companies to new 
market opportunities, technologies, and sources of funding in more than 50 countries while 
trade missions and events offer members direct access to key contacts and executives in the 
global economy. CME’s insight is relied upon by all levels of government to help share 
business policy, providing members reciprocal access to markets and reduced barriers to 
trade. 

• Connecting members – CME connects members with the information, networking 
opportunities, and advocacy needed to be successful in the international marketplace and 
hosts more than 700 virtual and in-person events. 

Canadian Maritime Law Association 
http://www.cmla.org/  
President: David Colford, (514) 393-3700, davidcolford@brissetbishop.com  
 
Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Maritime Law Association (CMLA) is a not-for-profit corporation composed primarily of 
practicing maritime lawyers and other persons interested in the shipping and maritime industry. The 
mandate of the CMLA is to advance the development of effective, modern commercial maritime law 
within Canada and internationally. 
The principal role of the CMLA is to represent all Canadian commercial maritime interests for the 
uniform development of Canadian and international maritime laws affecting marine transportation 
and related aspects. 

Within Canada, the CMLA has worked actively with government and industry to advance new legal 
developments in many fields including: 

• carriage of goods by sea; 
• carriage of passengers by water; 
• customs regulations; 
• federal marine insurance legislation; 
• international shipping corporations; 
• liability of freight forwarders; 
• limitation of liability for ship operators; 
• marine pollution from oil and hazardous substances; 
• maritime salvage; 
• tanker safety regulations; and 
• Transportation Safety Board regulations. 

  

http://www.cmla.org/
mailto:davidcolford@brissetbishop.com
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Canadian Nuclear Association 
https://cna.ca/ 
President and CEO: John Gorman, (613) 237-4262, gormanj@cna.ca   
Director of Regulatory and Environmental Affairs: Steve Coupland, (613) 237-4262, 
couplands@cna.ca 

Organizational Profile 

The Canadian Nuclear Association (CNA) is a non-profit organization established in 1960 to 
represent the nuclear industry in Canada and promote the development and growth of nuclear 
technologies for peaceful purposes. 

CNA activities include efforts to: 

• Create and foster a political environment and reasonable regulatory framework for advancing 
the nuclear industry in Canada. 

• Encourage cooperation among various industries, utilities, educational institutions, 
government departments and agencies, and other authoritative bodies that have a common 
interest in the development of economic uses for nuclear power and radioisotopes. 

• Provide a forum for the discussion and resolution of issues of concern to members, to 
industry, or to the Canadian public. 

• Encourage cooperation with other associations that have similar objectives and purposes. 

CNA hosts an annual conference in Ottawa that focuses on strategic dialogue on industry 
developments and policies for both the public and private stakeholders, that include emerging 
technologies and issues such as Small Modular Reactors and Climate Change.  

Committee membership: 
A representative of the Canadian Nuclear Association, Daniel Gibson, is a member of the Species at 
Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise the Minister 
of ECCC on the administration of the Act.   
 
Canadian Paints and Coatings Association 
https://canpaint.com/   
President and CEO: Gary LeRoux, (613) 231-3604 

Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Paint and Coatings Association (CPCA) represents Canada’s major paint and coating 
manufacturers and their industry suppliers and distributors, in three primary product categories: 
architectural paints, industrial and automotive coatings. CPCA works to ensure that members are 
fully conversant and compliant with all federal-provincial legislative and regulatory requirements in 
Canada. 
 
The CPCA leads various initiatives to help protect the environment and enhance human health and 
quality-of-life: 

• Paint and Coatings Working Group (PCWG) – The CPCA, Health Canada and Environment 
Canada created the PCWG, which meets regularly to share scientific knowledge and 
perspectives on sector products. 

• Product Stewardship Principles for Effective Post-consumer Paint Management –This post-
consumer paint management policy document outlines many of the components and issues 
that associations may consider when contemplating how to address the issue of post-
consumer paint. The document is meant to serve as guidance in the development of a policy 

mailto:gormanj@cna.ca
mailto:couplands@cna.ca
https://canpaint.com/
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that addresses how industry can step forward to implement and manage a post-consumer 
paint waste program.  

• Managing Leftover Post-Consumer Paint – The CPCA supports efficient, cost-effective and 
environmentally sound ways of dealing with leftover post-consumer paint. To help ensure 
that leftover paint is used appropriately, the CPCA has acknowledged its responsibility for 
sharing knowledge of its products and their packages. 

• Coatings Care® comprehensive environmental program – This program expresses the paint 
and coatings industry’s aim of enhancing product integrity and quality while adopting the 
sound health, safety and environmental practices defined in the program’s Codes of 
Management Practices. 

• Air Quality issue responses – The CPCA and the government collaborated on the 
development of regulations to limit Volatile Organic Compounds emissions in architectural 
and industrial maintenance coatings and in automotive refinish coatings. 

• Working Together to Eliminate Lead Paint – The CPCA works with Health Canada, relevant 
stakeholders and industry generally to help prevent product-related injuries and to promote 
safety and the responsible use of household products in Canada.  

 
Canadian Plastics Industry Association 
https://www.plastics.ca/  
President and CEO: Carol Hochu, (905) 678-7748 ext . 229, chochu@plastics.ca 

Organizational Profile: 
Incepted in 1943, the Canadian Plastics Industry Association (CPIA) served as the national voice for 
and leader in plastics sustainability across Canada, representing the interests of the plastics value 
chain including resin and raw material suppliers, processors/converters, equipment suppliers, 
recyclers and brand owners. 
 
CPIA is a member driven, non-profit organization advocacy organization dedicated to the growth of 
the plastics businesses and helping the industry reach its full potential. 

Canadian Steel Producers Association 
http://www.canadiansteel.ca/  
President: Catherine Cobden, c.cobden@canadiansteel.ca  

Organizational Profile: 
Through the Canadian Steel Producers Association (CSPA), member companies seek to advance 
public policies to advance their competitiveness, innovation, environmental performance, skilled and 
productive workforce, and community responsibility. These objectives are further advanced by 
working to ensure free and fair steel trade as well as a globally competitive business environment. 
The CSPA’s main areas of work include: 

• Trade – CSPA collaborates with other steel-producing nations towards agreements to 
eliminate or greatly reduce market-distorting subsidies. In cooperation with the federal 
government, the CSPA is actively working to address these problems in the World Trade 
Organization and in the Steel Committee of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD). 

• Environment and Energy – CSPA strives for environmental improvements in areas such 
emissions of nitrogen oxide and total particulate matter, water treatment, steel recycling, 
climate change and energy conservation, and mercury pollution prevention. 

• Manufacturing – CSPA advocates for making manufacturing a priority for government policy. 

https://www.plastics.ca/
http://www.canadiansteel.ca/
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• Skills and Innovation – CSPA works to attract new workers to the steel industry and retain 
and upgrade the skills of the current workforce as industrial processes become more 
complex.  

Canadian Stewardship Services Alliance   
https://www.cssalliance.ca/  
Board Chair: John Coyne, Unilever Canada Inc., John.coyne@unilever.com 

Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Stewardship Services Alliance Inc. (CSSA) is a national, not-for-profit organization, 
founded in 2012. It represents the recycling interests of Canadian businesses, creating convenient, 
clever, environmentally sustainable ways for consumers to dispose of the paper, packaging and 
products these businesses create—from newspapers to glass, metals to plastics. 
 
Canadian Trucking Alliance  
http://cantruck.ca/  
President: Stephen Laskowski: Stephen.Laskowski@ontruck.org 

Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Trucking Alliance (CTA) is the industry association representing Canada’s carriers, 
owners-operators and industry suppliers of Canada’s trucking industry.  CTA represents the 
industry’s viewpoint on national and international policy, regulatory and legislative issues that affect 
the trucking industry. 
 
Canadian Vehicle Manufacturers Association 
https://www.cvma.ca/   
President: Mark A. Nantais 

Organizational Profile: 
The Canadian Vehicle Manufacturers' Association (CVMA) represents Canada’s three largest 
manufacturers of light and heavy duty motor vehicles. The CVMA’s membership includes Fiat 
Chrysler Automobiles; Ford, Limited; and General Motors.3 
Collectively the CVMA members account for approximately 60% of vehicles produced in Canada, 
operate 5 vehicle assembly plants as well as engine and components plants, and have over 1,300 
dealerships.4 

The CVMA’s current strategic priorities include: 

• Enhance automotive competitiveness in Canada by promoting an investment climate that is 
conducive to advanced vehicle manufacturing and technology innovation. Included therein is 
the need for a competitive cost environment for manufacturing respecting energy rates 
(electricity), an efficient regulatory regime in which to operate and flexible investment 
supports. 

• Ensure Canada’s free trade agreements support the highly integrated Canadian automotive 
manufacturing base and result in meaningful opportunities for two-way trade and increased 
Canadian vehicle exports. 

                                                                 
3 https://www.cvma.ca/ , July 2019 
4 Ibid. 

https://www.cssalliance.ca/
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• Continued pursuit of regulatory harmonization for Canadian and U.S. vehicle standards that 
considers the high levels of North American economic and manufacturing integration and the 
benefits to consumers.5 

In 2005, the CVMA and the Association of International Automobile Manufacturers of Canada signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding with the Government of Canada to reduce GHG emissions from 
Canada’s light duty vehicle sector by 5.3 megatonnes in 2010. CVMA strongly supported vehicle 
emission standards announced in April 2010. The Association is also involved in research and 
advocacy on climate change and clean fuel.  

In addition, the CVMA has two programs related to the environment. The Canadian Automotive 
Pollution Prevention Project, initiated in 1992, has resulted in the elimination of more than 404,000 
tonnes of toxic and targeted substances at the source. The project is a winner of the Canadian 
Council of Ministers of the Environment 2000 Pollution Prevention Award. The other program is 
related to mercury switch recovery following a December 29, 2007, Environment Canada publication 
in the Canada Gazette Part 1. 

The CVMA supported the June 2013 announcement that Environment Canada intends adopt Tier 3 
emissions standards, harmonized with those developed by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. 
 
Cement Association of Canada 
https://www.cement.ca/  
President and CEO: Michael McSweeney, (613) 236-9471 ext.206, mmcsweeney@cement.ca  

Organizational Profile: 
The Cement Association of Canada (CAC) represents the Canadian cement industry - eight 
companies with clinker and cement manufacturing facilities, granulators, grinding facilities and 
cement terminals. They strive to maintain a sustainable industry as well as promote and advance the 
economic, environmental and societal benefits of building with cement and concrete. A founding 
member of the Concrete Council of Canada, the CAC builds and maintains effective working 
relationships with stakeholder organizations. It advances the industry’s position as a proactive 
partner in addressing society’s sustainability challenge, and in the face of climate change, the 
resiliency imperative. 
 
The CAC advocates for legislative and regulatory environments that allow a fair competitive playing 
field for its members at all levels of government and it advises on technical matters important to the 
cement and concrete industries, such as codes, standards, specifications and best practice. They 
advocate for:  

• harmonizing federal and provincial greenhouse gas initiatives; 
• aligning of Canada's corporate tax burden with the OECD average; 
• reducing the regulatory administrative burden; 
• improving the efficiency of permitting regimes in each jurisdiction; and 
• passing legislation and regulations that enhances the industry's sustainability solutions. 

All member companies of the CAC measure, monitor and publicly report the air pollutants and 
greenhouse gas emissions data of each cement manufacturing plant on an annual basis through 

                                                                 
5 Ibid. 

https://www.cement.ca/
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Canada's National Pollutant Release Inventory and Greenhouse Gas Inventory. Member companies 
employ the Cement CO2 Protocol developed by the global Cement Sustainability Initiative to 
measure and report greenhouse gas emissions. 

All of CAC’s member companies producing grey cement in Canada participate in the Cement 
Sustainability Initiative (CSI). Led by the World Business Council for Sustainable Development, the 
CSI is a global effort by 25 major cement producers with operations in more than 100 countries who 
believe there is a strong business case for the pursuit of sustainable development. As a condition of 
membership, the CSI requires commitment to and compliance with the CSI Charter. In the area of 
environmental performance, the CSI Charter calls for individual company action against three 
primary environmental performance indicators: CO2 and climate change, emissions reduction; and 
responsible use of fuels and materials. 
 
Chamber of Shipping  
http://www.cosbc.ca/ 
President: Robert Lewis-Manning, 604-681-2351, email: info@cosbc.ca 
 
Organizational profile: 
Founded in 1923, the Chamber of Shipping is the voice of the marine industry on Canada’s west 
coast, representing vessel owners, operators and shipping agencies engaged in international trade 
through Canada’s Pacific gateway.The chamber examines day-to-day local issues, as well as wider 
national and international issues which have (or the potential to have) a bearing on the marine 
industry, commercially and/or operationally. It works closely with a number of other Canadian, U.S., 
and International marine and business associations to provide input at the highest levels of marine 
policy making. 
 
One of the areas of advocacy is Environmental Performance. Commercial ship operators recognize 
the importance of minimizing the impact of vessel activity in ports and communities in which they 
operate.   
 
The chamber was also one of nine groups in support of a conservation agreement introduced by the 
Department of Fisheries, Oceans and led by the Port of Vancouver aimed at better understanding 
and mitigating the impact of shipping activities on the endangered Southern Resident Killer Whales 
(SRKW) in the Salish Sea. 
 
Key areas of policy interest: 

• Species at risk 
• Energy pipelines  
• Transportation infrastructure 
• Emissions control 
• Ballast control 

 
Committee membership: 
A representative of the Chamber of Shipping, Robert Lewis-Manning, is a member of the Species at 
Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise the Minister 
of ECCC on the administration of the Act.   
 
  

http://www.cosbc.ca/
mailto:info@cosbc.ca
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Chemistry Industry Association of Canada 
https://canadianchemistry.ca/  
President and CEO: Bob Masterson,  (613) 237-6215 ext. 234, bmasterson@canadianchemistry.ca 

Organizational Profile: 
Established in 1962, the Chemistry Industry Association of Canada represents over 50 companies 
manufacturing basic chemicals and resins. 
Members transform raw materials like natural gas liquids, oil, minerals, electricity and biomass into 
the building blocks needed to manufacture some 70,000 products that we depend on every day.6 

The chemistry industry is positioned at the crossroads between Canada's resource base–including 
mining, forestry, agriculture and oil and gas–and Canada's manufacturers, including the food and 
beverage sector, construction, plastics and rubbers, textiles and clothing, electrical and electronics 
and transportation equipment. 

The Chemistry Industry Association of Canada has identified several environmental priorities 
including reducing emissions, climate change, and international accountability. The Association 
produces an annual Reducing Emissions report summarizing the overall environmental performance 
of its member companies, and works towards sustainability through its voluntary Responsible Care® 
program. The Responsible Care® program verifies that companies are complying with an 
established code of practice through which they commit to innovate for safer and more 
environmentally-friendly products and processes, and to work cooperatively to identify and eliminate 
harm throughout the entire life of their products.  
 
Cosmetic Alliance Canada  
https://www.cosmeticsalliance.ca/   
President and CEO: Darren Praznik  

Organizational Profile: 
Cosmetics Alliance Canada, formerly the Canadian Cosmetic, Toiletry and Fragrance Association 
(CCTFA), is the leading Canadian trade association representing the cosmetics and personal care 
products industry. With over 150 member companies, Cosmetics Alliance Canada maintains a 
constant dialogue with Canadian government officials to ensure effective representation of industry’s 
position on all regulatory matters.  
 
Electronics Product Stewardship Canada 
http://epsc.ca/ 
President and CEO: Shelagh Kerr, shelagh@epsc.ca  

Organizational Profile: 
Electronics Product Stewardship Canada (EPSC) was founded in 2003. It is a not-for-profit, industry-
led organization created to design, promote and implement sustainable solutions for the recycling of 
end-of-life electronics. As of 2015, its membership is comprised of 30 leading electronics 
manufacturers.  
EPSC has established product stewardship programs in British Columbia, Nova Scotia, PEI, Ontario, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Quebec and Newfoundland and Labrador in partnership with the Retail 
Council of Canada. EPSC members also sit on the industry council for the Alberta Recycling 
Management Authority. 

                                                                 
6 https://canadianchemistry.ca/ , July 2019 
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The Electronic Recycling Standard (ERS) was first developed in 2004 by EPSC. The intent of the 
ERS is to ensure that end-of-life electronics collected through the provincial stewardship programs 
are handled in a safe, environmentally sound and responsible manner. The original ERS has been 
revised several times and now incorporates the internationally recognized R2 Standard. The 
purpose of revising the ERS is to ensure that it meets the current needs of the stewardship 
programs as well as the evolving nature of electronic products and the recycling industry. 
 
Explorers and Producers Association of Canada  
https://www.explorersandproducers.ca/ 
Community Affairs Advisor: Terence Hughes, Regulatory and Community Affairs Advisor, 
Paramount Resources Ltd. and designated representative of the Explorers and Producers 
Association of Canada for Caribou Range planning in the Province of Alberta. Phone: 403-206-3859, 
terence.hughes@paramountres.com  
 
Organizational profile: 
The Explorers and Producers Association of Canada (EPAC) represents Canadian oil and gas 
entrepreneurs, with 150 members that operate 65,000 wells and supply approximately 20% of 
Canada's oil and gas. Its members invest about $15 billion per annum across British Columbia, 
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba, which supports employment for tens of thousands of 
Canadians, their families and communities, including indigenous communities. 
 
EPAC was established in 1986 as the Small Explorers and Producers Association of Canada to be 
the voice of the junior and independent exploration and production companies within Canada’s 
upstream oil and gas industry. These producer members form the core of EPAC’s membership 
today. 
 
They vary in size from small start-up companies to juniors and mid-sized independents. Many are 
publicly held and trade on the Toronto Stock Exchange or TSX Venture Exchange while many more 
remain privately held. 
 
Key areas of policy interest: 
EPAC advocates to governments, policy makers and regulators to ensure that the interests of our 
members are reflected in a fiscal and regulatory framework that encourages investment and 
supports a prosperous oil and gas industry. 
 
Specifically:  

• Federal energy policy 
• Oil pipeline expansion 
• LNG projects 
• Woodland and boreal caribou 
• Indigenous rights 

 
Committee membership: 
A representative of the Explorers and Producers Association of Canada, Terrence Robert-Hughes, is 
a member of the Species at Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at 
Risk Act to advise the Minister of ECCC on the administration of the Act.   
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Fertilizer Canada 
https://fertilizercanada.ca/  
President and CEO: Garth Whyte, (613) 786-3030 gwhyte@fertilizercanada.ca  

Organizational Profile: 
Fertilizer Canada, formally the Canadian Fertilizer Institute (CFI), is an industry association that 
represents manufacturers, wholesale and retail distributors of nitrogen, phosphate and potash 
fertilizers.  
 
Fertilizer Canada’s Vision 2020 Strategic Plan outlines the goals and commitments of the 
association through the year 2020. Fertilizer Canada’s major areas of work include: 

Farming 4R Future - Collaborative programs that empower farmers across Canada to utilize the 4R 
Nutrient Stewardship framework to help meet the common goal of a sustainable agricultural industry. 

Fertilizer Safety & Security Council (FSSC) - The FSSC promotes the safe and secure 
manufacturing, handling, storage, transportation and application of commercial fertilizers thereby 
protecting employees, transportation workers, first responders, farmers and the general public from 
risk due to accidental release, environmental emergency, or criminal misuse of fertilizer products. 

GrowZone – This program was developed by CFI to provide continuing education to fertilizer 
industry workers. Modules include training on driver fatigue, Ammonium Nitrate Security, Nitrous 
Oxide Emissions Protocol (NERP), and 4R Nutrient Stewardship. 

Crops Nutrients Council - The council strives to be a source of information for federal and provincial 
governments, as well as growers and the general public, and co-ordinates communication to these 
audiences about environmentally sound crop nutrient practices in the production of food. 

Nitrous Oxide Emission Reduction Protocol (NERP) - NERP is intended to reduce on-farm emissions 
of nitrous oxide (N2O) in a quantifiable, credible and verifiable way. 

4R Nutrient Stewardship – This program involves producers and their crop advisers selecting the 
right source-rate-time-place combination from practices validated by research conducted by 
agronomic scientists. 

Nutrients for Life Foundation - Founded by CSI, this is a registered Canadian charitable organization 
that produces and distributes educational materials on soil science and agricultural sustainability. Its 
goal is to help Canadians better understand how nutrients increase the health and quality of our soil, 
improve production of nutritious foods and preserve green spaces. 
 
Food Processors of Canada 
https://foodprocessorsofcanada.ca/ 
Co-Chair: Robert K. Irving 

Organizational Profile: 
FPC’s mandate is to advocate on behalf of Canadian owners and leaders of food based companies. 
FPC offers dedicated representation on key issues, advice on regulations, and policies, which affect 
Canadian competitiveness, and we actively work to remove barriers to our Member’s growth and 
investment. FPC are focused on market access, competitively priced inputs, and outcomes based 
policy for our Members.  

https://fertilizercanada.ca/
mailto:gwhyte@fertilizercanada.ca
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Forest Products Association of Canada 
http://www.fpac.ca/   
President and CEO: Derek Nighbor  

Organizational Profile: 
The Forest Products Association of Canada (FPAC) is the voice of Canada’s wood, pulp and paper 
producers nationally and internationally in government, trade and environmental affairs. FPAC 
represents almost all of the largest Canadian producers of forest products. Its members are 
responsible for 66% of the certified forest lands in Canada. FPAC designs programs to promote 
Canada’s leadership in trade and economic matters, sustainable forest management and 
environmental stewardship. 
 
FPAC has expressed a commitment to managing forests sustainably. FPAC members have all the 
forestlands they manage independently certified to one of three certification systems in use in 
Canada: Canadian Standards Association, the Forest Stewardship Council, or the Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative standards. Since 2002, third-party certification has been a condition of FPAC 
membership. 
 
FPAC members are responsible for 26 percent of all global certified forests. FPAC members are 
also working to enhance certification standards. Signing and implementing the Canadian Boreal 
Forest Agreement signaled a commitment to developing world-leading forest management practices. 
The Agreement requires the signatory organizations, consisting of 9 non-governmental organizations 
and 17 FPAC member companies, to work together to create a plan for sustainable forest 
management practices.  

As a part of its Vision2020 goals, FPAC uses an index of 12 environmental performance indicators 
to measure and report on the sector’s environmental footprint. It has committed to deliver a further 
35% improvement in the sector’s environmental footprint by 2020.   

FPAC is a very active stakeholder on boreal caribou conservation, and has in the past provided 
detailed input to various federal documents including SARA section 63 reports.  

Committee membership: 
A representative of the Forest Products Association of Canada, Kate Lindsay, is a member of the 
Species at Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise 
the Minister of ECCC on the administration of the Act.  
 
Global Automakers of Canada 
http://www.globalautomakers.ca/ 
President: David C. Adams 

Organizational Profile: 
Global Automakers (GAC) is the national industry association representing the Canadian interests of 
15 automakers. The GAC represents the interests of members engaged in the manufacturing, 
importation, distribution and servicing of light duty vehicles and advocates for sound public policy to 
support a competitive and sustainable automotive market in Canada. While the Association was 
initially dedicated to the interests of importers, it has broadened its focus as offshore-based 
companies have set up vehicle manufacturing plants in Canada.  
 

http://www.fpac.ca/
http://www.globalautomakers.ca/


  Tab 8 – b 

19 
 

Its mission is to: 

• Achieve shared industry objectives on issues such as motor vehicle standards, consumer 
protection, the automobile and the environment, vehicle safety and international trade. 

• Collect and disseminate information of interest to all members of the association 
• Be a recognized source of industry information. 
• Be a recognized information source for the public on the Canadian automotive industry. 

In 2014, the member companies of the GAC represented 55.1% of the Canadian automotive market 
and directly and indirectly employed about 77,000 Canadians.  

The GAC liaises with governments on the following issues: 

• vehicle safety and environmental standards developed by federal and provincial 
governments; 

• reducing barriers to international trade in vehicles, primarily tariffs; 
• legal and consumer protection legislation, primarily at the provincial level; 
• corporate taxation that impacts upon automotive investment and competitiveness in Canada; 
• consumer taxation that impacts vehicle purchase decisions; 
• customs clearance matters and cross border trade facilitation; and 
• regulatory harmonization and mutual recognition of non-Canadian standards.  

 
Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Institute of Canada (HRAI) 
https://www.hrai.ca/ 
President and CEO: Sandy MacLeod 

Organizational Profile: 
Founded in 1968, the Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Institute of Canada (HRAI) is a non-
profit national trade association that represents more than 1,150 member companies in the heating, 
ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration (HVACR) industry.  Members include manufacturers, 
wholesalers and contractors who employ more than 50,000 people in Canada and represent an 
industry that delivers more than $7B annually to the Canadian economy. 
Environmental Services that HRAI provides: 

As the refrigeration and air conditioning industry is a major user of certain ozone-depleting substances 
(ODS) controlled under the Montreal Protocol, HRAI helps to coordinate this industry’s concerns with 
respect to the domestic implementation of the Protocol in Canada. In addition, HRAI raises awareness 
among its members of measures and obligations stemming from Canada’s Ozone-Depleting 
Substances and Halocarbon Alternatives Regulations.  In the early 1990s, it developed a one-day 
course on ODS management that refrigeration technicians in most provinces and territories must take 
in order to obtain certification.         

HRAI also administers and oversees the work of Refrigerant Management Canada (RMC), a private 
consortium responsible for collecting and disposing of ozone-depleting and HFC refrigerants used in 
stationary refrigeration and air conditioning in Canada.  Launched in the year 2000, RMC is the first 
industry program developed on the continent for the destruction of ozone-depleting and HFC 
refrigerants, and it remains the only such program in existence to this day.  

  

https://www.hrai.ca/
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Industrial Truck Association 
https://www.indtrk.org/ 
Gary Cross,  gcross27103@earthlink.net 

Organizational Profile: 
The Industrial Truck Association (ITA) has been the leading organization of industrial truck 
manufacturers and suppliers of component parts and accessories that conduct business in the 
United States, Canada and Mexico. Members gain access to exclusive member services, such as 
industry engineering practices, statistical reporting, market development, training and networking. 
 
International Ship-Owners Alliance of Canada 
Chair: Oscar Pinto, (604) 685-3318  
 
Organizational Profile: 
The International Ship-Owners Alliance of Canada Inc. (ISAC) was founded in 2004. The purpose of 
forming ISAC was to create an alliance of ship-owners that could focus on building trust and good 
will with various sectors of the industry both nationally and internationally including the provincial and 
federal governments of Canada, as well as specific interest groups such as labour and 
environmental organizations in an effort to establish open communications for effective working 
relationships. 
  
ISAC works to strengthen Canada’s marine industry and work on creating a maritime cluster in 
Western Canada. In doing so, ISAC recognizes the need to be environmentally responsible while 
remaining competitive in the global marketplace. Knowledge of government policy and legislation, 
awareness of social and environmental impacts, co-ordination with various sectors such as the 
unions, are necessary factors to ensure a sustainable shipping industry. 

ISAC supports the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and as part of the Canadian 
delegation, regularly attends the Marine Environmental Protection Committee meetings as an 
advisor to Transport Canada and Environment Canada.  

Since 1959, the IMO, a United Nations specialized agency with responsibility for the safety and 
security of shipping and the prevention of marine pollution by ships has been providing a forum for 
co- operation among Governments. 

The IMO facilitates the adoption of comprehensive multilateral treaties for a wide range of technical 
measures, operational areas of competence affecting maritime safety, security, technological 
development, environmental initiatives, etc.  

Since 1959 of the 51 treaty instruments IMO has adopted, 23 are directly environment-related.    
 
Manufacturers of Emission Controls Association 
http://www.meca.org/  
Executive Director : Dr. Rasto Brezny, rbrezny@meca.org 

Organizational Profile: 
The Manufacturers of Emission Controls Association (MECA) is a non-profit association incorporated 
in Washington, D.C. MECA's members include leading manufacturers of a variety of emission 
control equipment and efficiency technologies for: 1) automobiles, trucks, and buses; 2) off-road 
vehicles; and 3) stationary sources. 
 
  

https://www.indtrk.org/
mailto:gcross27103@earthlink.net
http://www.meca.org/
mailto:rbrezny@meca.org
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Mining Association of Canada 
https://mining.ca/ 
President and CEO: Pierre Gratton   

Organizational Profile: 
The Mining Association of Canada (MAC) is a national organization representing companies 
engaged in mineral exploration, mining, smelting, refining and semi-fabrication. Member companies 
account for most of Canada’s production of base and precious metals, uranium, diamonds, 
metallurgical coal, mined oil sands and industrial minerals. MAC’s mission is to contribute to building 
a strong, sustainable and internationally competitive Canadian mining, minerals and metals industry 
with broad national support and to promote sound corporate and public policy. MAC works with 
members to promote the industry nationally and internationally, work with governments on policies 
affecting the sector and educate the public on the value mining brings to the economy and the daily 
life of Canadians.7  

MAC is involved in a number of environmental policy issues such as environmental assessment, 
sustainability, wildlife and protected areas, pollutants, and climate change. 

Committee membership: 
A representative of the Mining Association of Canada, Tara Shea, is a member of the Species at 
Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise the Minister 
of ECCC on the administration of the Act.    
 
National Marine Manufacturers Association Canada  
www.nmma.ca  
President, NMMA Canada: Sara Anghel, 905-951-4048 

Organizational Profile: 
The National Marine Manufacturers Association Canada (NMMA) programs and services are 
designed to serve the best interests of its members and the recreational boating industry. To that 
end, NMMA: 

• Represents the industry on public policy issues, advocating at provincial and federal levels of 
government to protect the interests of the marine industry and the users of products 

• Collects, analyzes and distributes industry, economic and market data; NMMA is the 
industry’s primary source of recreational boating research, statistics and technical data. 

• Promotes recreational boating through consumer outreach 
• Provide information/represent the industry’s interests to the media and other public entities. 
• Produces boat and sport shows in key North American markets to provide quality sales 

venues for exhibitors and consumers 
• Co-owns/produces trade events IBEX (International BoatBuilders’ Exhibition and 

Conference)  to generate business opportunities for marine companies 
• Works to create opportunities overseas; offers information and services to help members 

expand into the global marketplace 
• Maintains boat, trailer and oil certification programs to promote safety and help 

manufacturers produce quality products 

                                                                 
7 https://mining.ca/ , July 2019 

https://mining.ca/
http://www.nmma.ca/
https://mining.ca/
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• Assists the industry in continuously improving customer satisfaction with the purchase, 
delivery, product, use and after-sale experiences through CSI (Consumer Satisfaction Index) 
and Marine Five Star Dealer Certification programs 

The Outdoor Power Equipment Institute 
https://www.opei.org/  
President and CEO: Kris R. Kiser 
 
Organizational Profile: 
The Outdoor Power Equipment Institute (OPEI) is an international trade association representing 
power equipment, small engine, utility vehicle, golf car and personal transport vehicle manufacturers 
and suppliers. OPEI is the advocacy voice of the industry, and a recognized Standards Development 
Organization for the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and active internationally through 
the International Standards Organization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission 
(IEC) in the development of safety and performance standards. OPEI is managing partner of 
GIE+EXPO, the industry’s annual international trade show, and the creative force behind the 
environmental education program, TurfMutt.com. OPEI-Canada represents members on a host of 
issues, including recycling, emissions and other regulatory developments across the Canadian 
provinces. 
 
The OPEI is comprised of many committees, including but not limited to: 

• Program/Policy: Oversee activities with battery/electric products, engines/fuel, ethanol 
education, greenscapes, ground-supported products, handheld products, blowers and 
legal/regulatory compliance. 

• Battery and Electric Products Standards: Develop and maintain standards for robotic electric 
lawn mowers. 

• Ground Supported Products Standards: Develop and maintain standards for commercial turf 
equipment, fuel systems, lawn mowers, log splitters, shredders/grinders, snow throwers, and 
tillers. 

• Handheld Products Standards: Develop and maintain standards for blowers, chain saw, cut-
off machines, trimmers, edgers, pruners, and brushcutters. 

• Utility & Light Transportation Vehicle Standards: Oversee all activities associated with the 
development and maintenance of utility-specific technical activities. 

PAC Packaging Consortium (formerly Packaging Association of Canada) 
http://www.pac.ca/  
CEO: James Downham, jdd@leaderlinx.com 
 
Organization profile:  
PAC Packaging Consortium has been the voice of the Canadian packaging industry since 1950. 
Created as the Packaging Association of Canada (PAC), its membership has since grown to include 
about 430 corporate members, and over 1100 total associate members. In 2014, the association 
rebranded as PAC Packaging Consortium and now includes all of North America in its focus. 

The PAC is unique in its membership because it represent the glass industry, or the plastic industry, 
or the food industry, but looks at issues that affect those groups, but don’t attempt to represent 
industries other than packaging. The groups is also involved in looking at issues horizontally across 
the supply chain, from retailers and fast food to large producers of glass, plastic, paper etc. 

https://www.opei.org/
http://www.pac.ca/
mailto:jdd@leaderlinx.com
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Members also include packaging machinery companies, academic institutions and students and 
professional services members. 

Pelmorex Corporation 
https://www.pelmorex.com 
President and CEO: Sam Sebastian 

Organizational Profile: 
Pelmorex is a Canadian corporation involved in the provision of weather services through The 
Weather Network and MétéoMedia. The company also provides the backbone of the national public 
alerting system (Alert Ready) – in collaboration with federal departments (including ECCC-MSC), 
provincial emergency management ministries and broadcast and wireless service providers. The 
Weather Network’s Commercial Services division provides a range of value-added weather services 
for a variety of industries, including hyperlocal weather products alongside health products like 
pollen and UV reporting. Pelmorex relies on the MSC’s monitoring data and predictions from ECCC 
computer prediction system to feed into its services. 
Pelmorex has identified the following priorities: 

• Expand service portfolio – established areas of interest include health, sales and marketing; 
• Expand internationally – focus on markets such as Europe, the United States, Latin America, 

India and Australia; 
• Improve data analytics capacities 

 
Renewable Industries Canada 
https://ricanada.org/  
President: None at this time   

Organizational Profile: 
Renewable Industries Canada, formally the Canadian Renewable Fuels Association (CRFA), is is a 
business coalition representing leaders and innovators in Biofuels, Renewable Products, and Clean 
Technologies.8 
 
Its mission aims at working with government stakeholders and policymakers to identify climate 
solutions with growth opportunities; sharing expertise in planning and building initiatives with 
economic and environmental sustainability; and advocating for increases in adoption, production and 
innovation of Biofuels, Renewable Products, and Clean Technologies.9  
 
Responsible Distribution Canada 
https://www.rdcanada.ca/  
President: Cathy Campbell, 905-332-8777 ext. 21 

Organizational Profile: 
Responsible Distribution Canada (RDC), formerly the Canadian Association of Chemical Distributors 
(CACD), RDC represents 45 member companies across Canada, with 169 sites.10  

                                                                 
8 https://ricanada.org/, July 2019 
9 Ibid. 
10 https://www.rdcanada.ca/ , July 2019 
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As a condition of membership, the member companies are committed to Responsible Distribution®. 
This Code of Practice governs member company actions to meet the guiding principles as they 
relate to all aspects of the distribution of chemicals, chemical products and chemical services. 

 
The Guiding Principles state that member organizations shall:  

• Distribute chemicals, chemical products, and provide services in a safe and secure manner 
which protects people and the environment; 

• Provide information about the hazards and associated risks of chemicals, chemical products 
and services distributed to customers, enabling them to use and dispose of these chemicals 
and chemical products in a responsible manner; 

• Provide information about the hazards and associated risk of distribution activities to 
employees, contractors, transporters, visitors, sub-distributors and resellers, interested 
members of the community and emergency first responders; 

• Make Responsible Distribution® an early and integral part of the planning process leading to 
the introduction of new products; 

• Apply this code to existing, modified and new chemicals, chemical products, services and 
facilities; 

• Comply with all legal requirements, which affect its operations and products 
• Be responsive and sensitive to community concerns; and 
• Require, with due diligence, that sub-distributors meet the standards of this Code of Practice.  

Retail Council of Canada 
https://www.retailcouncil.org/ 
President and CEO: Diane J. Brisebois, (416) 922-6678, djbrisebois@retailcouncil.org 

Organizational Profile: 
The Retail Council of Canada (RCC) is a not-for-profit, industry-funded association representing 
more than 45,000 store fronts of all retail formats across Canada, including independent, regional, 
national mass and specialty retail businesses and online merchants in general merchandise, drug 
and grocery.11 
 
RCC mission is to advance the interests of the retail industry through effective advocacy, 
communications and education.12 RCC also provides its members with services and programs 
including education and training, benchmarking and best practices, networking, advocacy and 
industry information. 

As a part of its Member Services, RCC offers the following energy efficiency services: 
• Energy Efficiency Services – RCC's Energy Affairs Committee offers expertise on facility 

energy conservation incentive programs, product based energy efficiency marketing, 
capacity building and counsel on energy pricing and regulatory pricing. Their Energy 
Efficiency Services offers members services such as support in processing incentive 
applications, energy data analysis, and walk through energy audits. 

• Phase-Out of Inefficient Lighting – RCC, in collaboration with Natural Resources Canada, 
has produced various training and reference material for members. RCC encourages 

                                                                 
11 https://www.retailcouncil.org/, July 2019 
12 Ibid. 

https://www.retailcouncil.org/
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retailers to provide these resources to associates so that they can learn about the benefits of 
efficient lighting options and be prepared to answer questions posed by customers.  

Standards Council of Canada  
https://www.scc.ca/ 
CEO: Chantal Guay 

Organizational Profile:  
The Standards Council of Canada (SCC) is a federal Crown corporation responsible for promoting 
standardization in Canada, which reports to Parliament through the Minister of Innovation, Science 
and Economic Development Canada. Standardization is the development and application of 
standards publications that establish accepted practices, technical requirements and terminologies 
for products, services and systems to ensure better, safer and more efficient methods and products. 
SCC carries out a variety of functions intended to ensure the effective and coordinated operation of 
standardization in Canada. In addition, CSC is Canada’s national accreditation body, which accredits 
conformity assessment bodies to internationally recognized standards. Conformity assessment is the 
practice of determining whether a product, service or system meets the requirements of a particular 
standard. SCC has published International Organization for Standardization (ISO) certification 
standards, which MSC uses. It also represents Canada's interests on standards-related matters in 
foreign, regional and international forums.  SCC works directly with stakeholders from industry, 
government and consumer organizations to deliver standardization strategies to support Canadian 
innovators, break down internal trade barriers by aligning regulations across Canada and facilitate 
international trade to help Canadian businesses compete internationally. 
 
SCC established the following priorities listed in its 2019-2020 Corporate Plan: 

• Innovation: SCC leads the development of standardization strategies that protect intellectual 
property rights and help Canadian Innovators compete at the national, regional and 
international level, to deliver economic growth for Canada. 

• Canadian Leadership: Opportunities are created for Canada by leading nationally, regionally 
and internationally to deliver on Canada’s priorities. 

• Organizational Excellence: Through its sustainable service delivery model, SCC provides 
relevant and responsive standardization strategies that benefit the economic and social well-
being of Canadians. 

Truck and Engine Manufacturers Association  
http://www.truckandenginemanufacturers.org/ 
President: Jed R. Mandel, jmandel@emamail.org 
 
Organizational Profile: 
The Truck and Engine Manufacturers Association (EMA) represents worldwide manufacturers of 
internal combustion engines and on-highway medium- and heavy-duty trucks.  
 
  

https://www.scc.ca/
http://www.truckandenginemanufacturers.org/
mailto:jmandel@emamail.org
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WaterPower Canada (formerly Canadian Hydropower Association) 
https://waterpowercanada.ca/ 
Regulatory Coordination Officer: Mark Reed, Manitoba Hydro; Chair of WaterPower Canada’s 
Species at Risk Act Working Group, mreed@hydro.mb.ca, (613) 751-6655 
 
Organizational profile: 
Founded in 1998 as the Canadian Hydropower Association (CHA), WaterPower Canada is the 
national association dedicated to representing the interests of the hydropower industry.  
 
Its principal mandate is: 

• to promote hydropower nationally and internationally as a source of renewable energy, to 
make the economic and environmental advantages of hydropower better known; 

• to provide a clean, renewable and reliable source of electricity with no air pollution and close 
to zero greenhouse gas emissions; 

• to publicize the benefits of hydropower in the search for sustainable energy solutions.  
 
Members represent more than 95% of hydropower capacity in Canada with more than 500 facilities 
scattered coast-to-coast. Close to 60% of Canada’s electricity comes from hydropower. 
Today, the industry contributes more than $35 billion to Canadian GDP (2013) and supports 
upwards of 130,000 jobs across the country, directly and indirectly.  
 
Key areas of policy interest: 

• Promoting the environmental advantages of hydropower 
• Advocating the responsible development and use of hydropower to meet present and future 

electricity needs in a sustainable manner 
• Species at risk 
• Renewable energy policy 
• Climate change 

 
Committee membership: 
A representative of the Canadian Hydropower Association, Mark Reed, is a member of the Species 
at Risk Advisory Committee (SARAC), established under the Species at Risk Act to advise the 
Minister of ECCC on the administration of the Act. 

https://waterpowercanada.ca/
mailto:mreed@hydro.mb.ca
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Common Acronyms 
A – 

AEB – Audit and Evaluation Branch 
AFN – Assembly of First Nations 
AIP – Agreement in Principle 
AQMS – Air Quality Management System 
ATIP – Access to Information and Privacy 
 

B – 
BIA – Budget Implementation Act 

 
C – 

CAP – Congress of Aboriginal Peoples 
CaPSA – Canada’s Plastic Science Agenda 
CBD – Convention on Biological Diversity 
CCAC – Climate and Clean Air Coalition to Reduce Short-Lived Climate Pollutants 
CCG – Canadian Coast Guard 
CCME – Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment 
CEAA – Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (now Impact Assessment Agency of Canada 
(IAAC)) – or – Canadian Environment Assessment Act (now the Impact Assessment Act (IAA)) 
CEC – Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
CETA – Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement 
CFC – Chlorofluorocarbons  
CEPA – Canadian Environmental Protection Act 
CERA – Canadian Energy Regulator Act 
CERIAA – Canada Emission Reduction Incentives Agency Act 
CITES – Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wildlife Flora and Fauna 
CLRTAR – Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution 
CNPA – Canadian National Parks Act 
COP – Conference of the Parties 
COSEWIC – Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada 
CPTPP – Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership 
CR – Committee Recommendation 
CSFB – Corporate Services and Finance Branch 
CUSMA – Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement 
CWA – Canadia Wildlife Act 
CWS – Canadian Wildlife Service 
 

D – 
DoJ – Department of Justice 
DFO – Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
DMO – Deputy Minister’s Office 
DP – Departmental Plan 
DRR – Departmental Results Report 
 

E – 
EAs – Environmental Assessments (now called Impact Assessments (IAs)) 
EB – Enforcement Branch 
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ECCC – Environment and Climate Change Canada 
EEA – Environmental Enforcement Act 
ENEV – Standing Senate Committee on Energy, the Environment and Natural Resources 
ENGOs – Environmental Non-Governmental Organizations 
ENVI – House of Commons Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development 
EPA – Environmental Protection Agency 
EPB – Environmental Protection Branch 
EU – European Union 
EVAMPA – Environmental Violations Administrative Monetary Penalties Act 
 

F –  
FA – Fisheries Act 
FCM – Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
FIN – Finance Canada 
FNACSAR – First Nations Advisory Committee on Species at Risk  
FSDA – Federal Sustainable Development Act 
FTA – Free Trade Agreement 
FTP – Federal, Provincial and Territorial 
 

G – 
G7 – Group of 7 
G20 – Group of 20 
G&Cs – Grants and Contributions 
GAC – Global Affairs Canada 
GCA – Global Commission on Adaptation 
GCF – Green Climate Fund 
GGPPA – Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act  
GHG – Greenhouse Gas 
GIC – Governor in Council 
GLWQA – Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement 
 

H –  
HCFC – Hydro chlorofluorocarbons 
HRB – Human Resources Branch 
HSMA – Historic Sites and Monuments Act 
 

I – 
IAA – Impact Assessment Act 
IAAC – Impact Assessment Agency of Canada 
IAB – International Affairs Branch 
ICC – Inuit Circumpolar Council 
ICCT – International Council on Clean Transportation 
IISD – International Institute for Sustainable Development 
IJC – International Joint Commission 
IPCA – Indigenous Protected and Conserved Area 
IPCC – Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
IRIA – International River Improvements Act 
ISO – International Standards Organization 
ITK – Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami 
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L – 
LSU – Legal Services Unit 
 

M – 
MBC – Migratory Birds Convention 
MBCA – Migratory Birds Convention Act 
MC – Memorandum to Cabinet 
MIN – Minister or Ministerial 
MINO – Minister’s Office 
MNC – Métis National Council 
MOU – Memorandum of Understanding 
MSC – Meteorological Service of Canada 
MtM – Memorandum to Minister 
MWA – Marine Wildlife Areas 
 

 
N –  

NAAEC – North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation 
NACOSAR – National Aboriginal Council on Species at Risk 
NAFTA – North American Free Trade Agreement 
NERP – Nitrous Oxide Emission Reduction Protocol 
NIO – National Indigenous Organizations 
NIR – National Indigenous Representatives 
NRCan – Natural Resources Canada 
NSCA – Nuclear Safety and Control Act 
NTI – Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. 
NWA – National Wildlife Areas 
NWAC – Native Women’s Association of Canada 
NWWA – National Wildlife Week Act 
 

O – 
ODS – ozone-depleting substances 
OECD – Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 
OiC – Order in Council 

 
P –  

PCA – Parks Canada Agency 
PCAA – Parks Canada Agency Act 
PCF – Pan-Canadian Framework 
PCFIO – Pan-Canadian Framework Implementation Office 
PCO – Privy Council Office 
PIAMSB – Public and Indigenous Affairs and Ministerial Services Branch 
PMB – Private Members Bill 
POGG – Peace, Order and Good Government 
POPs – Persistent Organic Pollutants 
PT – Provincial and Territorial 
 

Q – 
QP Card – Question Period Card 
 



  Tab 9 
 

4 
 

 
R – 

RD – Record of Decision 
 

S – 
SARA – Species at Risk Act 
SARAC – Species at Risk Advisory Committee 
SCC – Standards Council of Canada 
SDGs – Sustainable Development Goals 
SEA – Strategic Environmental Assessment 
SJCSR – Standing Joint Committee for the Scrutiny of Regulations 
SLCPs – Short-Lived Climate Pollutants 
SPB – Strategic Policy Branch 
STB – Science and Technology Branch  
 

T – 
TBS – Treasury Board Secretariat 
TB Sub – Treasury Board Submission 
 

U – 
UNCBD – United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity 
UNEA – United Nations Environment Assembly 
UNEP – United Nations Environment Program 
UNFCCC – United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
 

V –  
VOCs – Volatile organic compounds 
 

W – 
WAPPRIITA – Wild Animal and Plant Protection and Regulation of International and Interprovincial 
Trade Act 
WMIA – Weather Modification Information Act 
WMO – World Meteorological Organization 
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