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Assessment Collaboration Framework between the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency, Environment and Climate Change 
Canada, and Health Canada 

 
Introduction and Background 
 
Vision/Purpose: Enhance alignment and collaboration on chemical risk 
assessment activities. 
 

Canada and United States Regulatory Cooperation Council  

In 2011, the Governments of the United States (U.S.) and Canada launched the 
Canada-United States Regulatory Cooperation Council (RCC) to facilitate closer 
cooperation between Canada and the U.S. on the development of more effective 
approaches to regulation that strengthen the economy, enhance competitiveness, 
and provide greater protection to public safety and welfare. In 2017, the 
Governments committed to continue their dialogue on regulatory issues and pursue 
shared regulatory outcomes that reduce trade impediments, reduce costs, increase 
economic efficiency, and streamline regulations without compromising health, safety, 
and environmental standards. 

The RCC’s Joint Forward Plan1 sets out commitments for Canadian and U.S. 
regulatory departments and agencies to establish Regulatory Partnership Statements 
(RPS). Under the RCC Chemicals Management Work Plan, the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) and Environment and Climate Change 
Canada (ECCC) have established a RPS2 that outlines how regulatory cooperation 
on chemicals management will occur going forward under the RCC. While the U.S. 
EPA and ECCC are formally identified as lead authorities responsible for this RPS, 
Health Canada (HC) is an equal partner in this regulatory partnership.  

Regulatory Partnership Statement 

The Regulatory Partnership Statement between U.S. EPA and ECCC can be 
summarized as follows: 

The U.S. EPA and ECCC are committed to continue working together to deliver 
benefits for the public, industry and regulators while maintaining public protection, 
health, safety, security and the environment.  

The RPS outlines a consistent and predictable mechanism for engaging with 
stakeholders bi-nationally, with an aim to facilitate opportunities and reduce barriers 
to alignment, including minimizing the duplication of efforts on common risk 
assessments, scientific tools and models. 

ECCC, in partnership with HC, and the U.S. EPA will advance aspects of cooperation 
on chemicals regulation, with a focus on chemical risk assessment. The work will 
center on areas that will support chemical risk assessment including, but not limited 
to, information gathering and sharing, technical work-sharing and scientific 
collaboration. 
                                                 
1 Canada – United States Regulatory Cooperation Council Joint Forward Plan. Available from: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-secretariat/corporate/transparency/acts-regulations/canada-
us-regulatory-cooperation-council/joint-forward-plan-august-2014.html 
2 Canada – United States Regulatory Cooperation Council (RCC). Regulatory Partnership Statement 
between the United States Environmental Protection Agency and Environment and Climate Change 
Canada. Available from : https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/international-
affairs/partnerships-countries-regions/north-america/canada-united-states-environmental-regulatory-
partnership.html or http://trade.gov/rcc/. 










