
Employment and Social Development Canada plays a key role in providing 

and supporting programs and services focused on the social and

economic well-being of Canadians, as do the provinces and territories.

The provinces have primary responsibility and authority 
for social programming, including health, education and 
social services. Training is a shared responsibility between 
the federal and provincial/territorial governments.

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

» Legend

Programs led and delivered by Employment and 
Social Development Canada******

Government Funded Program

$85.5 billion

Contributory Program – Federal Contribution

$8.6 billion
Contributory Program – Individual and Employer Contribution

$86.9 billion

Grants & Contributions Employment, 

Workforce Development and Labour

Workforce Development 

Agreements

445,480 participants

Employment Insurance 

Benefits

3.1M claims

Canada 

Pension Plan

Post-Retirement 

Benefit

2.1M payments

5.9M monthly 

average recipients

Canada Pension 

Plan Disability 

310,000 monthly 

average recipients

Canada Pension Plan 

Children's Benefits*******

 137,000 monthly

average recipients

Canada Pension Plan 

Survivor Benefits 

1.2M recipients

Canada Pension Plan 

Payments to Estates

204,000 payments

Canada Disability 

Savings Program 

284,000 plans registered

Children/Youth: 0–17 Working Age: 18–64 Seniors: 65+

$5.4B
$4,482/yr (avg)

$1.1B
$360/yr (avg)

$0.2B
$239/yr (avg)

$3.1B
$5,540/yr (avg)

$3.5B
$6,310/yr (avg)

$1.3B
$643/yr (avg)

$48.6B
$8,188/yr (avg)

Canada Pension

Plan Retirement 

Pension

$4.6B
$14,679 /yr (avg)

$0.5B
$3,650/yr (avg)

$0.5B
$2,500 (avg)

$0.7B
$4,155/yr (avg grant) and $1,374/yr (avg bond)

$23.5B
$76.1B

$10,482/yr (avg)

Old Age Security /

Guaranteed Income Supplement /Allowance

7.3M recipients

$2.5B

$26.3B
Above $7,500/yr (avg/family)

$4.3B
$1,385/yr (avg)

$0.9B

$6.2B $0.2B

$1.6B

Canada Workers Benefit***

2.7M recipients 

(Finance Canada and
Canada Revenue Agency)

$0.4B

$16.4B

Indigenous Early Learning 

and Child Care Transformation

Initiative*

Early Learning 

and Child Care*

Canada Student 

Loans**

566,000 recipients

Skills Boost

114,000 recipients
Canada Student Grants

558,000 recipients

Labour Market

Development Agreements****

804,104 participants

Canada Learning 

Bond

701,000 recipients

Canada Education 

Savings Grant 

3.1M recipients

Grants & Contributions 

Social Development

Canada Social 

Transfer to provinces 

and territories 

(Finance Canada)

Canada Child Benefit*****

3.5M families

(Finance Canada and

Canada Revenue Agency)

P
a
rt

n
e

rs
h

ip
s
 &

 O
th

e
r 

In
it

ia
ti

v
e
s

T
ra

in
in

g
/L

e
a
rn

in
g

In
c

o
m

e
 S

e
c
u

ri
ty

Programs led by other Federal Departments, with support 
from Employment and Social Development Canada

Government Funded Program – Payments to Canadians delivered 

through the tax system by the Canada Revenue Agency

$30.6 billion
Government Funded Program – Payments and funding made available 

to various levels of government and others

$16.4 billion

$0.1B
$1,560/yr (avg)

Total of $228 billion 

This chart shows a selected number of key programs and services that support well-being (it is not meant to include all programs and services under the purview of ESDC). Size of bubbles are meant to provide a sense of relative weight and bubbles are not to scale. Amounts are rounded and are based on last publicly available data by 

program. For example, Canada Pension Plan, Employment Insurance and Old Age Security are for fiscal year 2023-24. The source for Employment Insurance figures (including Labour Market Development Agreements and Workforce Development Agreements) is the Employment Insurance Monitoring and Assessment Report, Chapter 2 or 

Departmental Results Report (DRR) 2023-24.

*         Figures are from 2023-24 fiscal year. The Indigenous ELCC Transformation Initiative is a horizontal program led by ESDC with Indigenous Services Canada and Public Health Agency of Canada as federal partners. It includes both new 

and legacy/ongoing amounts.

**       While programs such as Canada Student Loans help support Canadians by providing loans, the loans must be re-paid in the future. 

***      Figures are from the 2023 tax year. The average CWB benefit amount does not include entitlements issued through the Advanced Canada Workers Benefit. 

****    Total funding was $2.75B in 2022-23 (this includes $2.57B for LMDA (including admin funding) and $181M for pan-Canadian funding under EI Part II). 

*****   Figures are from the 2023-24 fiscal year. 

******  Programs and services include indirect payments such as Grants and Contributions as well as Labour Market and Workforce Development Agreements

******* Canada Pension Plan’s Children Benefit was last updated in July 2024.
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