
UNDERSTANDING 
THE IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT 
PROCESS AND ACT

A GUIDE FOR MEDIA
PROFESSIONALS



Initial project description

Public comment period and
information sessions

Participant funding

Early decisions in the impact 
assessment process

General scope of the project

Watch for:

Key Insights: 

The Impact Assessment process is typically 
structured into five phases. Media professionals 
can follow these steps to stay informed and 
quickly find the information they need.

Main areas of concern and required studies

Federal permits needed

Whether an assessment will be substituted 
to a province

1 PLANNING



2 IMPACT STATEMENT
Watch for:

Watch for:

Impact Statement

Draft Impact 
Assessment Report

Public hearings or panel hearings 
(if led by a review panel)

Further participant funding

Effects of the proposed project 
identified by proponent

Specific effects of the proposed project

Key Insights:

Key Insights:

Potential solutions or mitigation measures 
proposed by proponent

Potential solutions or mitigation measures

Public comment period and
information sessions

Public comment period 
and information sessions

3 IMPACT ASSESSMENT



4

5

DECISION-MAKING

POST DECISION

Minister’s or Cabinet’s final decision

Monitoring/follow-up on activities

Legally binding conditions for 
approved projects

Notices of non-compliance or 
project changes

Additional permit approvals

Additional comment periods on 
changes to the project

Reasons for a decision

Enforcement measures to 
ensure accountability

Conditions and follow-up obligations for 
approved projects

Key Insights:

Key Insights:

Watch for:

Watch for:



1

2

REQUEST

PLAN

Evaluate multiple current or future activities in 
a given region for overall effects. They inform 
future project decisions.

Review government policies, plans, or 
programs relevant to impact assessments, 
shaping future decisions.

Government/public request for assessment

Public comment periods 
and information sessions

Scope of assessment

Key Insights:

Watch for:

Watch for:

UNDERSTANDING THE 
ROLE OF REGIONAL 
AND STRATEGIC 
ASSESSMENTS

These assessments look beyond individual 
projects, examining broader policies 
and future activities.

REGIONAL ASSESSMENTS

STRATEGIC ASSESSMENTS



3

4

DEVELOP REPORT

SUBMIT REPORT

Public comment period and 
information sessions

Final report

Participant funding 

Findings and recommendations

Main areas of concern

Key Insights:

Watch for:

Watch for:



Subscribe to notifications on the 
Canadian Impact Assessment Registry 
or consult the Registry directly.

HOW CAN I STAY UP TO DATE ON ALL 
PROJECTS BEING ASSESSED?

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS

Visit the Registry and search by project 
name to see all documents and updates.

We offer virtual training sessions four 
times a year, open to both the public and 
media. Upcoming sessions are listed on 
Canada.ca/IAAC.

WHERE CAN I GET AN UPDATE OR FIND A 
REPORT ON A SPECIFIC PROJECT? 

HOW CAN I BETTER UNDERSTAND THE 
IMPACT ASSESSMENT ACT AND PROCESS?

http://canada.ca/ciar
http://canada.ca/iaac


Fact-checking

We strive to respond within two business 
days. Complex questions may require 
additional time for thorough consultation.

Ministerial decisions at the end of an 
assessment are often issued when 
markets are closed via news release 
being posted to the Registry. 
Subscribe to notifications on the 
Canadian Impact Assessment Registry 
to be alerted as soon as it is issued.

WHAT COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES DO 
YOU OFFER TO JOURNALISTS?

WHAT ARE YOUR SERVICE STANDARDS?

WHEN DO YOU MAKE ANNOUNCEMENTS?

News releases and public notices in 
Indigenouslanguages  (upon request)

https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/notifications/preferences?culture=en-CA
http://canada.ca/ciar


@IAAC_AEIC

@IAAC-AEIC

media@iaac-aeic.gc.ca

@IAAC_AEIC

@EnvironmentandNatural
ResourcesCanada

CONTACT US
Questions?

https://www.linkedin.com/company/iaac-aeic/?originalSubdomain=ca
https://www.facebook.com/EnvironmentandNaturalResourcesinCanada
https://x.com/iaac_aeic
https://www.youtube.com/@IAAC_AEIC



