
PROCESSING TIMES
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Spousal Sponsorship Changes
BRINGING FAMILIES TOGETHER
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87 30 DAYS.

GET NEW
APPLICATION KIT

12 MONTH 
PROCESS

IDENTIFY
YOUR CHECKLIST

Identify which checklist 
applies to YOUR situation: 
spouse, common-law 
partner, conjugal partner 
or a dependent child.

FILL
OUT FORMS
AND ASSEMBLE 
APPLICATION PACKAGE

Include ALL forms and 
documents required 
on the checklist for 
your situation.

IRCC 
COMPLETES PROCESSING
IRCC will finish processing 
your application after it 
has all the necessary 
information.

CHECK 
ACCOUNT

Receive requests for
additional information 
through your online
account, if required. 

MEDICAL 
EXAMINATION

WAIT to receive  
instructions and medical 
form, then do your exam 
within 

READ
BASIC GUIDE

Refer to Complete 
Guide if needed, and 
check country specific 
requirements.

YOU HAVE

30 DAYS
TO SUBMIT 
BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION

Complete and submit 
Schedule A and
police certificates.

LINK
PAPER APPLICATION  
TO ONLINE ACCOUNT 
IF YOU WISH

Makes it easier to 
receive and send 
information.

MAIL
APPLICATION 

To Immigration, 
Refugees and Citizenship 
Canada (IRCC). Processing 
starts.

RECEIVE
LETTER OF
ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND 
INSTRUCTIONS

Review instructions to 
create online account 
and link your application.

DECISION
ISSUED
If approved, applicant 
receives permanent 
residence on visa. If refused, 
applicant receives letter.
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OVERVIEW OF NEW APPLICATION PROCESS WITH NEW KIT

26 months for in-Canada 
applicants and 18 months 
for overseas applicants*

*For 80% of cases

12 months for overseas 
and in-Canada applicants*




