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Cultural Property Export Process
Is the object more than 50 years old or was it made by a
person no longer living?
Does it meet the criteria established by the Canadian
Cultural Property Export Control List?
No Yes
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Information

No permit is required. The object may be exported.

Yes

CBSA issues a permit automatically.

No

The expert examiner determines that the object is not of
outstanding significance and of national importance.

CBSA issues a permit.

Yes

The applicant appeals the refusal to the Canadian Cultural
Property Export Review Board (CCPERB).

Does CCPERB uphold the refusal?

No

CCPERB grants the appeal and CBSA issues a permit.

No

There is no offer to purchase. An export permit may be
requested upon expiry of the delay period.

To learn more on movable cultural properties:
canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/export-permits-cultural-property/

guide-exporting

To consult the Cultural Property Export and Import Act:
laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-51
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The exporter must submit an application to the Canada
Border Service Agency (CBSA).

Has the object been in Canada less than 35 years, is the
export temporary or is the export the return of a foreign
object loaned to a Canadian institution?

No

CBSA refers the application for permanent export to an
Expert Examiner.

Is the object sufficiently significant to refuse the permit?

Yes

The expert examiner determines that the object is of
outstanding significance and of national importance.

CBSA refuses the permit.
Does the applicant appeal the refusal?

No

The permit remains refused and a new application can
only be submitted after 2 years.

Yes

CCPERB upholds the refusal and sets a delay period of 2
to 6 months. Designated organizations are notified that the
object is available for purchase.

Is a designated organization interested in purchasing?

Option

The applicant or designated organization can request a
Fair Cash Offer (FCO) determination by CCPERB.

Does the applicant wish to sell the object?

Yes

A designated organization purchases the object (with or
without the assistance of a Movable Cultural Property Grant).

The object remains in Canada.
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