
Message from the Co-chairs
Welcome to the Community Liaison Committee’s (CLC) latest 
report, which aims to keep the Winnipeg community updat-
ed on our most-recent activities and membership changes.  

We are proud of the role that we play in representing com-
munity interests in our partnership with the Canadian Science 
Centre for Human and Animal Health (CSCHAH).  Often re-
ferred to as Winnipeg’s “Virology Lab”, this facility is home to 
the Public Health Agency of Canada’s National Microbiology 
Laboratory (NML) and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s 
(CFIA) National Centre for Foreign Animal Disease (NCFAD). 
The CLC is pleased to have a role in supporting the lifesaving, 
cutting edge scientific work that goes on in this facility. 

The CLC was established 20 years ago as an independent 
group to bridge communication between the laboratory and 
community residents. By remaining at arm’s-length from 
CSCHAH, we ensure the transparent and open flow of infor-
mation. Our committee members represent all Manitobans 
and come from a variety of both science and non-science 
backgrounds. All members are volunteers, and all are nom-
inated by various stakeholders and community groups.  We 
meet quarterly with CSCHAH senior staff to discuss facility 
and program updates, new projects, safety considerations, 
and general matters of concern or interest.  In the last year 
alone, we’ve had the opportunity to engage with CSCHAH 
guest speakers on exciting topics such as foodborne disease 
in the era of genomics, special Ebola projects, the Canadian 
Animal Health Surveillance Network, dried bloodspot test-
ing in Canada’s North, and ongoing medical surveillance of 
CSCHAH staff. 

The purpose of these meetings is to allow for an open 
exchange of information. In other words, a forum for public 
input and a direct line to accurate information. It is important 
that local residents are aware of how this specialized infec-
tious disease laboratory operates, as well as how it maintains 
a safe working environment for its staff and the community 
members that surround it. The CLC also engages in outreach 
to help increase awareness and understanding of the work 
conducted at the CSCHAH,  most known for its research with-
in Canada’s only Level 4 containment lab. 

It is not often that you see two federal organizations working 
together under the same roof. In this case, it makes perfect 
sense, as scientists from both laboratories collaborate with 

ease to tackle the mysteries of the world’s most concerning patho-
gens. The work that they do not only helps Canada respond to 
outbreaks at home and abroad, but also prepares the country for 
what may come in the future. Their important research ultimately 
helps to keep the health of Canadians, as well as our food and 
livestock, safe from infection. 

Since the first meeting back in 2000, the CLC’s efforts have helped 
to foster ongoing public confidence and trust in CSCHAH. We 
know that Winnipeggers are proud of this facility and we per-
sonally take great pride in being able to play a role in its ongoing 
success.  

We are your voice, and, as always, welcome your questions, 
concerns, or thoughts. Please reach out to us anytime through our 
various channels – we would be happy to hear from you! 

Welcome, New Members!
We warmly congratulate and welcome our three new committee 
members: Cathy Collins, Judy Hodge, and Robyn Koropatnick. 
Each was appointed by the Chief Public Health Officer of Canada, 
Dr. Teresa Tam, in 2018 to serve on the committee for a term of 
three years with options for term renewal.

Catherine Collins represents the 
Winnipeg community-at-large. She 
has a diverse academic background 
that includes a BS from the University 
of Toronto, a BFA from University of 
Manitoba, and an MA from the 
Conservation Program at Queens 
University in Kingston. She has been 
Chair and a founding member of the 
West Alexander Residents Associa-
tion, as well as the Chair of the former 

Central Neighbourhoods Development Corporation.

Cathy has worked as Conservator at the Manitoba Museum and 
has also trained museum volunteers throughout Manitoba. Cathy 
has taught art history courses at the University of Manitoba and 
was an active trustee for the Winnipeg School Division from 2010 
to 2018.  Cathy is also an artist with paintings and prints displayed 
in collections in various Canadian galleries. 
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Dr. Judy Hodge represents the 
veterinary sector. Judy completed 
her pre-veterinary studies at 
Brandon University and graduated 
from the Western College of 
Veterinary Medicine in Saskatoon. 
She completed a Master of Public 
Health degree at New York Univer-
sity. 

Judy has traveled extensively 
around the world in support of diverse community health 
projects. She volunteered as a veterinarian in the response to 
Hurricane Sandy.

In the past, she has worked with CFIA as a Foreign Animal 
Disease veterinarian, as well as with the Manitoba government 
as the inaugural One Health Operations veterinarian with the 
Office of the Chief Veterinarian at Manitoba Agriculture. Judy 
returned to private practice in 2017 to her current position at 
Swine Health Professionals. In 2018, she became a Diplomat of 
the American College of Veterinary Preventive Medicine and 
a co-regional director for the Winnipeg branch of Community 
Veterinary Outreach.

Robyn Koropatnick represents the 
engineering sector. She is Vice 
President of Business Development 
at Teshmont Consultants LP since 
2014, and has been with the 
company since 1998. She is an elec-
trical engineer and has worked on 
projects in more than 20 countries.

Robyn serves on several other com-
mittees including CIGRE Canada 

Women in Engineering as Chair, Friends of Engineering as Vice-
Chair, and Engineering Changes Lives Steering as a committee 
member. She has been involved with Engineers Geoscientists 
Manitoba as both President in 2007 and as a member of council. 
Robyn is also involved in the Institute of Electrical and Electronic 
Engineers and acts as Chair of several of its committees.

We are thrilled to have these three esteemed individuals join 
our committee. While the members of the CLC have no direct 
control over CSCHAH operations or programs, our members 
can raise any concerns to the highest levels, if required. Having 
strong representation from a variety of backgrounds ensures a 
solid understanding of information presented and a diversity 
of voices being heard. We look forward to working alongside 
Cathy, Judy, and Robyn, in the coming years. 

Recent Committee Activities
On April 26, 2018, the CLC hosted a free public information 
session at CSCHAH. The evening event was moderated by com-
mittee member Dr. Daniel Sitar, and was very well attended. The 
135-seat theatre soon filled to capacity and an overflow room 
was needed to provide seats for additional guests. 

The session featured presentations by previous CLC Co-Chair, 
Dr. Terry Whiting, as well as by Dr. Matt Gilmour, Scientific 
Director General of the NML, Dr. John Copps, Director of NCFAD, 
and Joy Stadnichuk, Community Relations, CSCHAH. Each one 
highlighted interesting innovations and current activities. The 
energy in the room was buzzing with pride and curiosity of the 
research that goes on in the facility. The evening was capped 
off by a spirited Q&A forum. Arguably the highlight of the night 
was when a young boy bravely stepped up to the microphone 
to ask Dr. Gilmour about symptoms of malaria.  Perhaps he is 
the next great Canadian mosquito-borne disease researcher?!

In June 2018, we 
recognized two 
long-serving CLC 
members, Terry 
Whiting and Audrey 
Vandewater, for their 
many years of dedicat-
ed service to the 
committee. Terry was 
among the first group 
of members, and 
Audrey has served 
since 2003. As their 

final months of membership came to a close, we were sad to 
say goodbye but so grateful for the effort and input they have 
provided our group over the last two decades.  Since Terry’s 
exit, a new community Co-Chair has been announced: Mr. Allan 
Wise.

On May 4, 2019, the CSCHAH celebrated its 20th anniversary by 
hosting an Open House event at 1015 Arlington Street, Winni-
peg. The CLC was thrilled to be a booth participant, and a hand-
ful of our members attended to meet with the public and share 
information about our work and activities. Our Co-Chair, Allan 
Wise, was also invited to present to guests on CLC activities, as 
part of the event’s seminar series.  We so enjoyed meeting with 
the public and look forward to the next time!
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