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WHAT DID WE FIND?
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Top antimicrobials used in Canadian
defined daily doses per 1,000 pig-days
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The use of antimicrobials very important to human medicine, such as ceftiofur, for disease prevention
purposes is contrary to WHO guidelines for antimicrobial use in food animals

SURVEYED swine veterinarians preferred dose-based metrics (like defined daily doses for animals)
over weight-based metrics (like milligrams per kilogram) and frequency measures (like % rations
medicated and days medicated).

Top 3 factors affecting Swine veterinarian's comfort with

swine veterinarian's preferences for

: explaining metrics to clients
metrics

involving frequency and weight-
based metrics is high.

Comfort with client conversations
& involving dose-based metrics could
be improved.

1 Ability to detect changes in use @ Comfort with client conversations

Ability to make comparisons in use with
2 |ike-minded farms and other regions

3 Ability to account for the dose of the
antimicrobial



HOW ANTIMICROBIAL USE IS DESCRIBED

Freguency measures describe the extent of the use practice across the country or on a farm

The number (%) of farms or The number (%) of rations The number (%) of pigs in the
herds using an antimicrobial medicated with antimicrobials herd exposed to antimicrobials
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Quantitative measures describe the amount or quantity of antimicrobials used

Weight-based measures, such as total Dose-based measures, such as the number of
kilograms used or milligrams per kilogram Canadian defined daily doses per pig or the number
of pig of Canadian defined daily doses per 1,000 pig-days

NOTE: The number of doses in 1 kg of antimicrobial A does not
necessarily equal the number of doses in 1 kg of antimicrobial B
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