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ID News: Ebola update  

World Health Organization. Ebola situation report update Jun 17, 2015. (Summary) 
http://apps.who.int/ebola/ebola-situation-reports 

There have been a total of 27,305 reported confirmed, probable and suspected cases of Ebola Virus Disease 
(EVD) in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone with 11,169 reported deaths. (This total includes reported deaths 
among probable and suspected cases, although outcomes for many cases are unknown). In the week prior to 
June 14, a total of 10 new confirmed cases were reported in Guinea and 14 new cases in Sierra Leone.. The total 
number of confirmed cases is similar in males and females. Compared with children (people aged 14 years and 
under), people aged 45 and over are four to five times more likely to be affected than children. A total of 869 
confirmed health worker infections have been reported in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone and there have been 
507 reported deaths 
 
 

Boggild AK, Esposito DH, Kozarsky PE, Ansdell V, Beeching NJ, Campion D, et al. Differential diagnosis of 
illness in travelers arriving from Sierra Leone, Liberia, or Guinea: A cross-sectional study from the 
GeoSentinel Surveillance Network. Ann Intern Med. 2015 May12. doi: 10.7326/M15-0074. (Summary) 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Boggild+AK%2C+Esposito+DH%2C+Kozarsky+PE%2C+Ansdell+V%
2C+Beeching+NJ%2C+Campion+D%2C 
 
Objective: To define the spectrum of illness observed in persons returning from areas of West Africa where EVD 
transmission has been widespread. 
Design: Frequencies of illnesses reported in 805 ill returned travellers and new immigrants from Sierra Leone, 
Liberia, or Guinea seen between September 2009 and August 2014 in 57 travel or tropical medicine clinics in 25 
countries using GeoSentinel records. 
Results: The most common specific diagnosis among 770 nonimmigrant travellers was malaria (n=310 [40.3%]), 
with Plasmodium falciparum or severe malaria in 267 (86%) and non-P. falciparum malaria in 43 (14%). Acute 
diarrhea was the second most common diagnosis among nonimmigrant travellers (n=95 [12.3%]). Common 
diagnoses, such as upper respiratory tract infection, urinary tract infection and influenza-like illness, occurred in 
only 26, nine and seven returning travellers, respectively. Few instances of typhoid fever (n=8), acute HIV 
infection (n=5) and dengue (n=2) were encountered. 
Conclusion: Although EVD may currently drive clinical evaluation of ill travellers arriving from Sierra Leone, Liberia 
and Guinea, clinicians must be aware of other more common, potentially fatal diseases. Malaria remains a 
common diagnosis among travellers seen at GeoSentinel sites. Prompt exclusion of malaria and other life-
threatening conditions is critical to limiting morbidity and mortality. 
 
 

Heymann DL, Chen L, Takemi K, Fidler DP, Tappero JW, Thomas MJ, et al. Global health security: The wider 
lessons from the west African Ebola virus disease epidemic. The Lancet. May 2015;385:1884–1901. 
(Summary) 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Heymann+DL%2C+Chen+L%2C+Takemi+K%2C+Fidler+DP%2C+Ta
ppero+JW%2C+Thomas+MJ%2C 
 

The Ebola virus disease crisis has drawn attention to the well-recognized importance of reducing collective 
vulnerability to infectious disease threats that cross national borders. The crisis revealed countries' lack of political 
commitment to global health security, battered WHO's credibility and highlighted non-compliance with 
international health law. It has nonetheless resuscitated interest in global health security.The epidemic has shown 
how we are only as safe as the most fragile states and is a reminder that improvement of the capacity of every 
country to find, stop and prevent health threats is in the world's self-interest. Setting of priorities and allocation of 
resources to mitigate the effect of and recovery after conflict and natural disaster is a quintessentially political 
challenge, not merely a technical one. Both individual and collective health security are intimately tied up with 
successfully meeting this challenge. In safeguarding global health security, it is important to pay attention to 
migration. Fuller implementation of the International Health Regulations in West Africa would have been a far 

more effective safeguard against migration than travel restrictions. 
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