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September 9, 2024

Patented Medicine Prices Review Board
Standard Life Centre
333 Laurier Avenue West, Suite 1400
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1C1

Women’s Health Coalition of Canada - Submission to the PMPRB re: A Discussion Guide for PMPRB Phase 2 Consultations on New Guidelines 

Submitted via the PMPRB Website Consultation Submission Portal
The Women’s Health Coalition of Canada (WHC) is a national advocacy organization committed to addressing barriers, gaps and bias in sexual, reproductive, and menstrual health.  Our network is made up of patients, allies, healthcare professionals, associations and businesses who care about women’s health.  WHC advocacy priorities are focused on ensuring that women have access to the right treatment, at the right time, for improved health outcomes - with a core value of choice.  
The WHC appreciates the opportunity to provide the following considerations to the PMPRB for its future guidelines. It is paramount that PMPRB guidelines create a reliable, predictable process and timeline as this is necessary to encourage the entry of new therapies into the Canadian market. Moreover, future guidelines should be driven by the principle of monitoring patented medicines to ensure the price is not excessive (vs. reasonable). Private and public drug plans have well-established systems in place to ensure value for money.   
· Process should allow manufacturers to reasonably predict a non-excessive price level, so they can undertake the early planning and investment needed to bring new medicines to Canada in a timeframe similar to other advanced economies.   
· Assess price based on the newest comparable therapies and/or health outcomes, especially when a similar product is not available for direct comparison.  
· Address (re)assessment of existing medications for new indications in the guidelines. Under previous guidelines, new indications did not trigger re-assessment by PMPRB. This practice should be maintained so as to preserve the incentive to seek approval for and launch new indications in Canada.


We acknowledge the PMPRB’s stated rationale to not support direct involvement of patient associations/advocates in the PMPRB process.  However, the PMPRB Guidelines do not exist in a vacuum; at a minimum, they should not hinder the achievement of broader health and social policy objectives, including the need to encourage the timely launch of new medicines to address unmet patient needs. Accordingly, there is still a need to regularly engage patient associations through other forums to ensure PMPRB processes are understood, transparent and foster a sense of trust.  
Thank you for including stakeholder feedback in the process of developing PMPRB Guidelines.  
Regards,
Carmen Wyton, Chair
Women’s Health Coalition of Canada
www.TheWHC.ca
info@TheWHC.ca
P. 780-257-2270
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