THE R.C.A.F. OVERSEAS
THE FIRST FOUR YEARS









SENIOR OFFICERS, R.C.A.F. OVERSEAS: L. A/C G. V. Walsh, MB.E.  2.G/CF. V.
Heakes. 3. A/M H. Edwards, C.B. 4. A/C L. F. Stevenson.




THE
R.C.AF.
OVERSEAS

THE FIRST FOUR YEARS

With an Introduction by

MAJOR THE HONOURABLE

C. G. POWER
P.C.,K.C., M.C., LL.L., LL.D., M.P.,
MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENCE FOR AIR

TORONTO
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
1944



COPYRIGHT, 1944
by OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

All rights reserved. No part of
this book may be reproduced
in any form, by mimeograph
or any other means, without
permission in  writing from
the publishers.

All royalties from this publication will accrue
to the R.C.A.F. Benevolent Fund.

Printed in Canada



Their shoulders held the sky suspended;
They stood, and earth’s foundations stay.
A. E. HOUSMAN: Last Poems






PREFACE

The names of a considerable number of individuals
have been included in this informal narrative, either (as in
the case of squadron commanders) to distinguish units, or
because of their association with the particular incidents
described. They represent, of course, but a small fraction of
the total number of personnel who, in the air and on the
ground, have carried on staunchly, month after month, per-
forming the deeds of heroism and endurance which are rou-
tine among the overseas squadrons of the Royal Canadian
Air Force. While the limitations of space and security do
not permit the inclusion of more names, this narrative is the
story of (and tribute to) a// such personnel.

In the Appendix, no decorations other than those for
gallantry in action have been included. Thus, it has been
necessary to omit awards of chivalry, honours in recogni-
tion of good work on the ground and mentions in des-
patches, both for flying and ground duties. In view of the
large number of individuals and units mentioned in this
volume and the fact that their names have a place in the in-
dex, it has been necessary to forego the indexing of other
subjects. This course has been followed since it was felt
that the majority of readers would identify passages by ref-
erence to the personnel or squadron concerned rather than
to the place name or type of aircraft or operation involved.
The index has also of necessity been further curtailed by
the omission of certain names mentioned casually, which
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viii THE R.CA.F. OVERSEAS

have no direct connection with the story. In no instances
are such omissions the names of personnel of the Royal
Canadian Air Force. The editors, members of the Historical
Section of the Royal Canadian Air Force, tender their
apologies for any inconveniences which may be suffered by
this curtailment.

The editors gratefully acknowledge the kindness of the
Hon. Cyrus MacMillan, M.A., Ph.D., M.P., Parliamentary
Assistant to the Minister of National Defence for Air, in
reviewing the manuscript of this publication. Photographs
are from the British Ministry of Information, the National
Film Board of Canada, and the Royal Canadian Air Force.
All photographs, other than those which bear a credit line
to a commercial agency, are Crown Copyright Reserved.
Except where otherwise stated, the rank and decorations
given for individuals shown in the illustrations are those
held on 31st August, 1943, or at the death of the individual.
The lines by A. E. Housman are used by permission of the
Society of Authors representing the trustees of the estate of
the late A. E. Housman.



FOREWORD

The following pages are part of Canada’s Epic of the
Air. That Epic which, some day when the war has ended,
will be written in complete detail without the restrictions of
censorship, is an immortal story of initiative and courage,
of sacrifice and undying devotion to duty. The present vol-
ume covers the period from February 1940 to August 1943.
It is based only on such records as can now be revealed
without endangering security. It is confined largely to the
activities of the Royal Canadian Air Force, and does not, of
necessity, describe the work of the thousands of Canadians
in the Royal Air Force. Canadian flyers are fighting today
on all the battle fronts of the world. Wherever they are in
action, in the Royal Canadian Air Force or in the Royal Air
Force, their achievements form a golden record of glory of
which Canada is justly proud. Their story is precious to our
country. It is my earnest hope that the pages which follow
may give to our people a deeper knowledge and apprecia-
tion of our airmen’s way of life, their duties, their intrepid
heroism and their steadfast honour, and that the valorous
deeds here recorded may be an inspiration to the young
whose future responsibility will be to maintain in our be-
loved land the justice and the freedom for which our youth-
ful airmen fought and died.

C. G. POWER
Ottawa,
February, 1944.
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GLOSSARY

Ack ack: anti-aircraft, from the former
service phonetic pronunciation of the
letters A.A.

ACI1, AC2: Aircraftman First Class, Air-
craftman Second Class.

A/C: Air Commodore.

AG: Air Gunner

A/M: Air Marshal.

A.0.C., A.O.C.-in-C.: Air Officer Com-
manding, Air Officer Commanding-in-
Chief.

A.S.I: Airspeed Indicator.

A.S.R.: air-sea rescue.

A/V/M: Air Vice-Marshal.

Bandit: enemy raider (aircraft).

Black out: lose sight and consciousness,
momentarily, when blood is drained
from the brain by excessive centrifugal
force encountered in pulling out too
sharply from a dive or in a very tight
turn.

Bounce: take unawares from a higher
altitude.

Bowser: gasoline (or petrol) refuelling
truck.

Briefing: instructions given to fighter
pilots and bomber crews before taking
off on an operation.

Buck: jump or shudder as when hit by
cannon fire.

BV.: Blohm and Voss, German aircraft.

Cat: Catalina flying-boat.

Ciné-gun: motion picture camera operated
simultaneously ~ with  machine-guns
and/or cannon; it gives a photographic
record of what happens when the guns
are fired and thus is of great value in the
assessment of combat reports and in the
study of fighter tactics, firing procedure,
etc.

Clouds, 8/10ths, 10/10ths, etc.: area of sky
covered by clouds, 10/10ths being com-
plete overcast.

C.0.: Commanding Officer.

Coned: caught in a concentration of search
light beams.

Coop: safety-glass hood covering pilot’s
seat in fighter aircraft.

Corkscrew: take sharp action, alternately
to right and left, to avoid enemy attack.

Cpl.: Corporal.

Datum: pre-assigned map point.

D.C.O.: duty carried out; an abbreviation
used to report completion of a routine
assignment.

Deck: ground (or sea) level.

Dispersal area: area in which aircraft are
dispersed as a precaution against enemy
air attack.

Ditch: make a forced landing in the sea.

Diversionary sweep: operation in which a
smaller formation of aircraft flies over
an area other than that attacked by the
main force in order to divert the enemy’s
fighter defence.

Do: any event, from an action in the air to
a social gathering in the mess; if it in-
volves, or just escapes, unpleasant con-
sequences (aerial or social) it is referred
to as a shaky-do.

Do.: Dornier, German aircraft.

Dogfight: confused air battle, usually
involving a considerable number of air-
craft.

Drink: the sea.

Dutff: poor or bad.

Dust-up: heated action.

E/a, e.a.: enemy aircraft.

Erks: Aircraftmen, the lowly but vital
foundation upon which the whole Air
Force is built.

Xiil



Xiv THE R.CAF.

E.T.A.: estimated time of arrival.

Evasive action: avoiding action; aerobatics
to escape from an attack or flak.

Fix: determination of position, obtained by
radio or wireless or from observation of
stars or sun.

F/L: Flight Lieutenant.

Flak: enemy anti-aircraft fire (or gun);
from German abbreviation FLLAK. for
Flugzeug Abwehr-Kanone, anti-aircraft-
gun.

F/O: Flying Officer.

Fort: Fortress, American heavy bomber.

FS: Flight Sergeant.

FW.: Focke-Wulf, German aircraft.

G.A.F.: German Air Force.

Gaggle: formation of aircraft.

G/C: Group Captain.

Gen: intelligence or information; it may be
pukka or duff, g.v.

Gib.: Gibraltar.

Gone for a Burton: missing or killed.

Gong: medal or decoration.

Happy Valley: Ruhr Valley.

He.: Heinkel, German aircraft.

Hightail: move away at top speed (from
fact that the tail of an aircraft going full
out is always higher than the nose).

Hurri-bomber: Hurricane fighter equipped
to carry bombs.

Intercom: intercommunication telephone
linking members of a bomber’s crew.
1.O.: intelligence officer.

Jink: take evasive action, g.v.

Joe: the unfortunate; colloquially, the goat.
Sometimes used as an adjective.

Joy: night fighter’s expression for attack
on enemy raiders.

Ju.: Junkers, German aircraft.

Kampfgeschwader: — Luftwaffe  bomber
formation comprising approximately 96
aircraft; there is no R.A.F. equivalent.

Kill: successful attack, resulting in con-
firmed destruction of enemy aircraft (or
submarine).

Kite: aircraft.

LAC: Leading aircraftman.

Let down: descend through clouds, flying
on instruments.

Luftwaffe: German Air Force; literally, air

OVERSEAS

weapon.

Mae West: life-saving jacket; its bulges
give the pilot a buxom appearance.

Mayday: distress signal; from French
m’aidez. M.V.: Merchant vessel.

Me.: Messerschmitt, German aircraft.

N/F: night fighter.

0.C.: Officer Commanding.

Oleo leg: shock-absorbing leg to which air
craft wheel is attached.

Ops.: operations against the enemy.

Orbit: circle.

Pack up: cease to function.

Perspex: shatter-proof, glass-like material
used in windscreens, cockpit and gun
turret covers.

P.F.F.: Pathfinder Force.

Piece of cake: cinch.

Pitot head: air intake for airspeed indica-
tor.

P/O: Pilot Officer.

Prang: hit, damage, smash or crash; from
sound made by aircraft in a bad landing.
Original meaning has been greatly ex-
panded.

Pukka: genuine.

Recce, Recco: reconnaissance flight.
Ropey: decrepit, poor, doubtful.
R/T: radio telephone.

S/L: Squadron Leader.

Scramble: take off immediately on patrol;
also used as a noun.

Sgt.: Sergeant.

Sortie: operational flight by a single air-
craft; sometimes used in text as a variant
for an offensive operation by bombers.

Spinner: propeller.

Spit: Spitfire.

Stand-down: release from operations, i.e.,
a day off.

Stick: number of bombs released together.

Stooge: literally, idle around; make an
uneventful sortie.

Strike: attack on enemy shipping.

Sweep: offensive operation by a fighter
formation to clear the air of hostile air-
craft over a particular sector of enemy
territory.

Tally-ho: huntsman’s call, given over R/T
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by fighter pilot as signal that he has
sighted the enemy and is about to attack.

Thornaby bag: air-sea rescue equipment,
con sisting of a buoyant canvas bag con-
taining water, rations, pyrotechnics and
medical supplies, dropped to survivors
adrift in dinghies.

Tin fish: torpedo.

Top-line: fully prepared.

Uls: unserviceable.
U.S.A.AF.: United States
Forces.

Army Air

Vic: former service phonetic pronuncia-
tion of the letter V, traditional aircraft
formation.

W/C: Wing Commander.

Weaver: fighter aircraft which zig-zags
above and behind another aircraft or
formation to guard against surprise at-
tack.

Wehrmacht: German army.

Whirlibomber: Whirlwind
equipped to carry bombs.

Winco: Wing Commander.

Wizard: excellent.

WOI1, W02: Warrant Officer First Class;
Warrant Officer Second Class.

W.Op.: wireless operator.

Write-off: total loss, i.e.,
charge to the unit.

W/T: wireless telegraph.

fighter

no longer on






Arove: The first R.C.AF. squadron arrives overseas, February 1940. 110 (A.C.) Squadron
disembarking at a British port. Sport and General Photo.
Berow: Officers of 112 (A.C.) Squadron at Rockeliffe before departure for overseas.



1. Westland Lysander. 110 Squadron, R.C.A.F., was first equipped with this type.

2. G/C W. D. Van Vliet, Commanding Officer, 110 Squadron. 3. G/C W. F.

Hanna, 112 Squadron. 4. G/C W. L Clements, the first R.C.A.F. officer to see action
in this war.
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CHAPTER 1

THE EARLY DAYS OF THE R.C.A'F.

growth of the war of 1914-18, when so many of

Canada’s sons saw extensive service in the Royal
Naval Air Service, the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal
Air Force. Though many remained in the Royal Air Force
with “permanent” commissions, the larger proportion of
those keen young pilots and observers found their service
flying experience cut short by demobilization. It is perhaps,
therefore, not surprising that on surveying post-war possi-
bilities, efforts were made to transplant the “Canadian Air
Force”, which had had a small beginning in England late in
1918. At that time, two squadrons of the newly authorized
force, manned with Canadians who had seen service in the
R.A.F., were in process of organization, but the armistice
put a quietus on this first C.A.F. before it could become
operational.

With the aid of a considerable donation of equipment
from the Royal Air Force and somewhat grudging support
from the Government, the infant force was resuscitated in
Canada early in 1920. Under a small permanent instruc-
tional staff composed of repatriated pilots and observers
from the R.A.F., an exhaustive programme of refresher
training for former pilots was undertaken on an auxiliary or
“non-permanent militia” basis.

r I YHE Royal Canadian Air Force is actually an out-
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4 THE R.CA.F. OVERSEAS

This part-time flying programme was governed by the
Canadian Air Board, which had been set up in 1919 to for-
mulate rules for the regulation of aeronautics in Canada. On
April 19th, 1920, the board was re-organized to facilitate
the carrying out of its dual duty of regulating civilian avia-
tion and administering the Canadian Air Force. With cer-
tain modifications, which from time to time became neces-
sary, military aviation struggled on as a poor relation of
civil flying until 1924, when on April 1st, six years to a day
after the birth of the Royal Air Force, the Royal Canadian
Air Force came into being.

Like air forces all over the world the R.C.A.F. has had
its ups and downs. Government attitude varied from apathy
to downright disapproval until in 1932, when world eco-
nomic conditions struck a new low level, the Force was
more than decimated, even though the first rumblings of
1939 could already be heard. The ensuing six years saw a
constant struggle to maintain an efficient air force with lit-
tle money and very limited personnel. And this despite the
fact that, by 1938, all who had eyes to see could perceive
the trend that events would take sooner or later-in all prob-
ability sooner. It was not until after Munich that the devel-
opment of the R.C.A.F. on a realistic basis was com-
menced-the first step being the separation of the Force from
the Army and the appointment of a Chief of the Air Staff
directly responsible to the Minister of National Defence.

But like so many other nations, faced with enormous
expenses for unemployment relief and other, apparently
more urgent, needs, Canada had chosen to ignore the rum-
blings until the eleventh hour and by the spring of 1939 it
was only through extreme enthusiasm on the part of the few
officers and airmen of the Royal Canadian Air Force that
even a semblance of life was maintained. As a result of the
policy of economy, caused not only by the general eco-
nomic depression and local conditions of unemploy ment
but also, it must be confessed, by a refusal to face the stark
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facts of world affairs, Canada at the outbreak of war could
muster only a handful of trained officers and men and a dis-
tressingly small number of aircraft. The majority of the air-
craft were sadly outmoded-and if the truth must be told had
been obsolescent before they were procured for the
R.C.A.F. To make matters worse, no really modern opera-
tional aircraft were available for purchase by Canada at that
late date.

For these reasons, the declaration of war was even more
cataclysmic for the R.C.A.F. than for the air forces of the
other trusting democracies. But never for a moment was
there any hesitation or any thought of Canada’s not con-
tributing to the combined war effort of the Empire. So
when the proposal for the British Commonwealth Air
Training Plan was broached and the agreement finally
signed on December 17th, 1939, it was to a certain extent
in a spirit of “We’ll show you” that the Royal Canadian Air
Force buckled down and proceeded to work that series of
miracles which is now known as the B.C.A.T.P. Hampered,
before signing, by the intricacies and pitfalls of global di-
plomacy, it is indeed a wonder that the ambitious pro-
gramme outlined by the training agreement was ever im-
plemented. Actually, the Royal Canadian Air Force not
only fulfilled all commitments on time but even willingly
undertook greater responsibilities which were completed
with equal celerity and facility.

Canada was faced with the immediate task of producing
a completely trained and fully efficient instructional force,
a score or more times larger than the strength of the
R.C.AF. at the outbreak of war. Aerodrome development
and building projects which would have appalled a less re-
sourceful people had to be undertaken. It was accordingly
decided that the overseas representation, at least for the
moment, should be limited to one army co-operation squad-
ron to work in conjunction with the Canadian Active Ser-
vice Force, part of which was already in England. This de-
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cision was reached in agreement with the United Kingdom
so that the full efforts of the R.C.A.F. might be turned to-
wards the production of that endless stream of trained air-
crew which was the ultimate objective of the B.C.A.T.P.—
an objective which, to many skeptics, seemed scarcely pos-
sible of attainment.

The magnitude of the original B.C.A.T.P. was regarded
as well-nigh staggering. It called for the training in Canada
of approximately 25,000 aircrew personnel per annum, the
great majority of whom would be Canadians; the enlarge-
ment of the 20 existing and the construction of 60 new air
fields; the establishment of more than 70 schools, depots,
etc., and the provision of nearly 40,000 officers and men to
operate them; all this at an estimated total cost, over a
three-year period, of $600,000,000, of which Canada’s
share would be approximately $350,000,000.

But time very seldom deals gently with the plans of
men and it is not at all surprising that these original inten-
tions underwent a series of adjustments. Not only has there
been an acceleration and doubling of the training plan,
which succeeded beyond the fondest hopes of those who
conceived it, but there are now in the United Kingdom and
other theatres fully organized R.C.A.F. units which are un-
dertaking all the varied duties of an airforce at war. These
R.C.A'F. squadrons, manned with Canadian personnel and
maintained completely by the Dominion of Canada, are op-
erating as units in the larger plan of the Royal Air Force.

The R.C.A.F. Goes Overseas

February 25th, 1940, is a memorable date in the history
of the Royal Canadian Air Force. It was on that day that for
the first time an organized unit of the force set foot in the
United Kingdom. That unit was No. 110 (Army Co-
operation) Squadron.

The squadron’s departure from Canada had coincided
with another, more sombre, event in the history of the Do-
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minion—the departure of the ashes of the late Governor-
General, Lord Tweedsmuir, which were carried to Britain
in one of the escorting warships.

On arrival in England, 110 proceeded to a permanent
R.A.F. station near Salisbury, where it was equipped with
12 Lysander aircraft and began advanced operational train-
ing.

The four hundred-odd members of the squadron may
not have been large in the mass picture of the R.A.F., but
they were no small part of that Royal Canadian Air Force
which so soon was to number its personnel in scores of
thousands and its aircraft in correspondingly large figures.
No. 110, prior to the outbreak of hostilities, had been the
110 (City of Toronto) Auxiliary Squadron and before pro-
ceeding overseas it was augmented by personnel from No.
2 (Army Co-operation) Squadron of the Permanent Force.
No. 2 Squadron had been under the leadership of Squadron
Leader W. D. Van Vliet, a well-known figure in athletics
both during his college days and in the pre-war days of the
Permanent Force. It was to Van Vliet that the honour of
commanding the R.C.A.F.’s first overseas unit was given.

In July 1940 His Majesty the King approved an alliance
between No. 110 (City of Toronto) Squadron and No. 603
(City of Edinburgh) Squadron.

Thus the Royal Canadian Air Force can celebrate two
birthdays, April Ist, its actual birthday in 1924, and Febru-
ary 25th, 1940, the day of its advent overseas as a fighting
force.

This was not the first incursion of the United Kingdom
by Royal Canadian Air Force personnel, however, for even
in the lean years before the war many members were sec-
onded for duty and took courses with the R.A.F. At the
outbreak of war the following R.C.A.F. officers were in the
United Kingdom: G/C A. E. Godfrey, M.C., A.F.C., V.D.,
at the Imperial Defence College; W/C F. V. Heakes and
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S/L A. P. Campbell in the Liaison Office; S/L W. L
Clements, S/ F. M. Gobeil and F/L J. H. Ferguson, on
squadron duty with the Royal Air Force; F/Ls F. E. R.
Briggs, R. C. Hawtrey, J. L. Hurley, C. L. Trecarten, and J.
A. Verner, at the School of Aeronautical Engineering; F/Ls
M. D. Lister and R. C. Ripley, at No. I Air Armament
School; F/L D. G. Williams at the Electrical and Wireless
School; S/L R. E. McBurney and F/L C. B. Turner at the
R.A.F. Staff College; F/L F. R. Miller on a special naviga-
tion course and F/L W. A. Orr undertaking special study.

The distinction of being the first member of the
R.C.A'F. to see action against the enemy belongs to Squad-
ron Leader W. 1. Clements, who, as a flight commander in
No. 53 (Army Cooperation) Squadron of the R.A.F., ac-
companied that unit to France when it became a part of the
Advanced Air Striking Force in September 1939, just two
weeks after the outbreak of hostilities. On September 29th,
Clements piloted one of his squadron’s Blenheims on a
long-distance night reconnaissance trip into Germany and,
after adventuring as far as Hamm and Hanover, returned to
land near Amiens with his gas tanks empty.

Another R.C.A.F. officer, S/L F. M. Gobeil, for some
weeks after the outbreak of war, commanded 242 Squad-
ron. In October 1939 this unit was named the 242 (Cana-
dian) Squadron and under the leadership of the legless Eng-
lishman, S/L Douglas Bader, D.S.O., D.F.C., did amazingly
good work in the early months of the war. 242 was made
up of a few of the numerous Canadians who, spurred on by
their desire to fly and unable to find a place in the small
peacetime air ‘force of their own country, were accepted
for service by the R.A.F. before the outbreak of war. Thus,
while for a time 242 Squadron may have been All-
Canadian and its designation as a Canadian squadron was a
graceful tribute by the R.A.F. to its personnel from the
Dominion, it was not an R.C.A.F. unit nor were its person-
nel members of the Royal Canadian Air Force.
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During the Battle of France and, later, during the Battle
of Britain, 242 Squadron added to the lustre of the name of
Canada by its exploits. Of its pilots, W. L. McKnight, J. B.
Latta, P. S. Turner, N. K. Stansfeld, G. P. Christie, H. N.
Tamblyn and R. D. Grassick were among the first Canadi-
ans to join their predecessors of the Great War in Canada’s
Aviation Hall of Fame. All were awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross.

It was logical that the first Canadian squadron to go
overseas as a unit should be an army co-operation squadron
designed to work in close contact with the Canadian Army.
Many wondered at the time why a fighter unit had not been
selected, since it was in the fighter squadrons of the last
war that Canadians so distinguished themselves and men
like Barker, Bishop and Collishaw achieved lasting fame.
110, as a representative of the auxiliary, or “Saturday after-
noon” squadrons, went overseas filled with anticipation of
early action and imbued with enthusiasm at the prospects of
a good scrap. But this was not to be and for many weary
months they continued training on their sturdy Lysanders,
while their more fortunate fellow Canadians serving in
R.A.F. units saw considerable action with the Advanced
Air Striking Force in France.

One of the original officers of 110 Squadron who went
through month after month of the depressing monotony of
training, while later arrivals in England were going into ac-
tion, has this to say of the weary grind:

Army co-operation training required a thorough knowledge of
army organization-one of the duller subjects even to army personnel-
and training in army tactics, at a time when we knew them to be obso-
lete in the light of newer methods employed by the enemy.

This monotonous routine took place when the Battle of Britain was
at its height; when the enemy was being fought and bested by our
friends in fighters. To add insult to injury we saw R.A.F. army co-
operation pilots transferred to fighter squadrons and join the battle in
the air, while we continued our fight by locating and reporting six fig-
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ure pinpoints of a hay-rick or a cross-roads; or sat in class rooms
memorizing the number of three-ton lorries in an army engineer com-

pany.

Our life was not the happiest and the only thing that kept us going
was the hope that some kind soul might recognize our “sterling quali-
ties”, take pity on us, and in some way get us into the fight.

Four months after the landing of 110 Squadron two
other units arrived. They were 112 Auxiliary (Army Co-
operation) Squadron, of Winnipeg, and No. I (Fighter)
Squadron, a Permanent Force unit which also included aux-
iliary personnel from 115 (Fighter) Squadron of Montreal.
No. I Fighter was under the command of Squadron Leader
E. A. McNab, while the commanding officer of 112 Squad-
ron was Squadron Leader W. F. Hanna. The arrival of these
two squadrons practically coincided with the fall of the
Low Countries and France, as the advance party arrived on
May 29th and the main party on June 21st.



CHAPTER II

THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

IEWED in retrospect, the Battle of Britain suggests
a raging storm at sea. Towering billows sweep in to

crash upon the sea wall, expend their strength and,
in the fury of their defeat, burst into clouds of flying spray,
then tumble back in disordered confusion into the sea. Be-
tween the billows, smaller waves arise to hurl themselves
even more ineffectually against the same sea wall. One af-
ter another the assaults of the sea are checked and hurled
back until gradually the storm subsides and calm again set-
tles over the waves. When the fury abates there remains
only the litter of wreckage where the more hardy of the
waves have broken through the defences and wrought de-
struction as they spent themselves. But the sea wall still
stands, battered though it be-and behind it the land remains
secure.

Early in, July 1940 McNab had moved No. I Squadron
from its first station, in Hampshire, to Croydon, that vast
landing ground on the outskirts of London which was fa-
miliar in the happier days of peace to all travellers using air
transportation to or from the Continent. It was at Croydon
that the final steps were taken to make No. I the efficient,
hard-hitting fighter unit which it later turned out to be.
Here, the Hurricanes were camouflaged and given their
squadron markings, and the pilots began a six weeks’ pro-

11
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gramme of intensive training.

When the German offensive opened on August 8th, the
squadron was just completing its operational training, under
arrangements made by the squadron commander whereby
his pilots would fly to near-by Northolt each morning to
receive further instruction under the supervision of the Air
Fighting Development Unit. Their days were spent at
Northolt, but each evening as they returned to Croydon it
was only natural that they should fret for the end of training
and the opportunity to participate in the air battles then be-
ing fought.

During this period McNab and one of his flight com-
manders, F/L G. R. McGregor, were attached to III R.A.F.
Squadron, who also flew Hurricanes, to gain operational
experience before leading No. I in the Battle of Britain.

In the first phase' of the aerial offensive which has
come to be known as “The Battle of Britain”, the Luftwaffe
had suffered such serious losses in men and equipment that
on August 15th it changed its tactics and began an all-out
assault on aerodromes in south-eastern England. The rea-
sons for this change were not far to seek. In one short week
the German Air Force had suffered so seriously at the
hands of the R.A.F. that if their immediate and all-
embracing plans for the conquest of England were to meet
with any degree of success the early elimination of the
“verdammte R.A.F.” must be encompassed without delay.
For unless the skies over England were free for the incur-
sion of the bombers there was no hope of success for the
great plan of subjugation by annihilation.

On the afternoon of August 15th, III Squadron was or-
dered up from Croydon to intercept a large formation of
Dornier 215s with an escort of Messerschmitt 109s. It was
on this day that McNab made his first operational flight,
and this sortie was thus the R.C.A.F.’s first actual participa-

! Since No. I Squadron was still being trained operationally this
phase of the battle is not dealt with in this narrative.
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tion in the battle. Realizing that air leadership cannot be
acquired in other than the school of hard experience, the
O.C. of No. I very wisely decided to serve an apprentice-
ship before graduating to the class of formation leader.
From the very first “show” he proved himself worthy of
this position and justified his selection as the fighting
commander of the eager Canadians. The main enemy for-
mation was intercepted over the Dover area and the ensuing
dogfight, with the lightning rapidity which characterizes all
aerial engagements of the present day, moved quickly into
the Thames Estuary. When all the ammunition was ex-
pended and the lace-like pattern of tracer-bullets in the sky
had dissipated, three Dorniers had been destroyed, four
more probably destroyed and three Dorniers' and one
Messerschmitt damaged. In this engagement McNab was
credited with one of the three enemy aircraft destroyed. His
combat report, so typical of hundreds written during the
Battle of Britain, stated, simply:

I was Blue 2% and took off at 1530 hours on orders to patrol
Beachy Head. Two enemy bombers Do. 215 were sighted flying in
close formation (at 16,000 ft. eastwards along the Thames Estuary) and
I did a stern attack on them firing a short burst with no apparent effect
before breaking off. On my next attack, after the first burst, the rear
gunner ceased firing and the enemy aircraft started to lose height. I
followed him down, firing. His engines began to smoke and he crashed
in some marshy ground just west of Westgate-on-Sea. As my ammuni-
tion was used up, I returned to my base and refuelled.

Later in the day some 15 Me. 110 fighter-bombers
(Jaguars) broke through to Croydon and made a low bomb-
ing attack on the aerodrome. From the German point of
view it may have been a successful attack, as the bomb

! Usually referred to as Dos. and Mes., respectively.

? Ordinarily aircraft formations are divided into sections of three
which are usually distinguished by a colour; thus we night have red,
green, blue or yellow sections. The leader is No. I, his right-hand man 2
and his left-hand man 3.
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damage was extensive; but the toll taken by British fighters
was heavy. III Squadron alone destroyed four and damaged
four more of the group. While this action was taking place,
the pilots of No. I were at Northolt, training, and when they
returned they found their armament and orderly rooms
completely demolished. A fire had been started in the ar-
mament stores and the exploding ammunition presented a
pyrotechnical display worthy of the Crystal Palace, but the
fire was brought under control and extinguished within
thirty minutes. Two of the squadron’s ground staff suffered
minor injuries in this attack. The war had arrived on their
doorstep!

Two days later, on August 17th, the squadron moved to
Northolt and on the same day became operational-ready to
undertake their share in this seemingly hopeless business of
driving back the persistent hordes of the G.A.F. For nine
days they stood at readiness; they scrambled' time and
again, but no enemy aircraft came their way.

On this day and those eight long days which followed,
the Canadian pilots sat in Dispersal-that bare, almost
squalid, wooden hut, where present-day air crews spend so
many of their waking hours. In those days, before the intro-
duction of the raucous and omnipresent Tannoy (public ad-
dress system) by means of which “invention of the devil”
the C.O. transmits his orders to all branches of the unit, the
pilots lay around and waited for the telephone to ring—and
hence the phrase, descriptive of their mental condition, that
“they lay around with telephones ringing in their bellies”.
The long hours in dispersal, when the unit is at readiness,
are much more wearing on fighter aircrew than are the
short periods of their scrambles—or the longer sorties of
their brothers of the bombing units.

For a week, enemy raids were on a small scale, but on
August 24th large-scale attacks broke out again with fighter

! When at readiness, the pilots remain at dispersal point and, when
ordered into the air, are said to “scramble”.
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aerodromes and aircraft factories as their main objectives.
And still No. I patrolled the sector over Northolt! For two
days they were not allowed to intercept the enemy operat-
ing in another sector for fear of leaving the vital Northolt
aerodrome unprotected. But on August 26th the squadron
was ordered to North Weald to relieve one of the sorely
pressed R.A.F. units. The first patrol of the day was unex-
citing and it was a browned off (the layman would probably
call it “fed up”) lot of pilots who landed, firm in the convic-
tion that their lot was to be stooging (uneventful flying over
a patrol area) rather than fighting. However, their second
patrol was more productive when they were directed to in-
tercept a raiding force of from 25 to 30 Dornier 215s, es-
corted by a force of Messerschmitt fighters, approaching
from the north-east at 14,000 ft. The bandits were first at-
tacked by a Spitfire squadron and the fighter escort drawn
off. The Dorniers belonged to No. I, and its pilots took full
advantage of their opportunity.

McNab led his Hurricanes into the sun in line astern,
climbed, shifted the formation to sections in echelon to
starboard and dived on the quarry from 16,000 ft., with all
guns blazing. McNab destroyed the bomber on the left
wing of the enemy formation, but was forced to land as his
own aircraft had been damaged by the Hun’s return fire.
F/O R. L. Edwards, flying as Blue 2 next McNab, opened
fire from extremely close range on the next Do. in line and
shot off its tail assembly. But the enemy rear gunners had
found their mark on Edwards’s Hurricane and he went
spinning down out of control, crashed and was killed. An-
other Hurricane, flown by F/O J. P. J. Desloges, was also
damaged in the combat, but, like McNab, he was able to
make a safe landing. Meanwhile Red section, led by
McGregor and made up of F/Os H. DeM. Molson and A.
D. Nesbitt, engaged the enemy. McGregor destroyed one
Do. and each of his section mates damaged another. In an-
other section, F/L V. B. Corbett and F/O T. B. Little each
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damaged a bomber. Thus, in their squadron’s first encoun-
ter with the enemy, the R.C.A.F. pilots, with a score of
three Dorniers destroyed and four damaged, proved worthy
successors of the great Canadian air fighters of the past.
Their losses were one pilot killed (F/O Edwards), one Hur-
ricane destroyed and two damaged. The squadron returned
to Northolt at dusk.

The next four days gave the Canadians a breathing
spell. But on August 31st, while they were patrolling the
Dover coast at 22,000 ft., they were attacked out of the sun
by high-flying Messerschmitts and three of their number
were shot down. So rapid and accurate was the attack and
so deadly the fire of the enemy that only two of the Cana-
dian fighters were able to bring their guns into action. The
pilots of the three Hurricanes that were shot down baled
out. Of these, F/O W. P. Sprenger landed uninjured, while
Corbett and F/O G. G. Hyde received burns about the face,
hands and legs. This was a costly lesson in the hard school
of experience.

The squadron was scrambled a second time on the same
day and over Gravesend intercepted a large formation of
bombers protected by a strong fighter escort. Blue section,
composed of F/Os R. Smither, Little and B. E. Christmas,
was split up in an endeavour to avoid the heavy anti-aircraft
fire from our own guns and each pilot attacked one of the
escorting Me. 109s individually. The result was that
Christmas and Little each destroyed a Messerschmitt and
Smither damaged a third. On the same scramble F/O J. W.
Kerwin destroyed a Do. 215 and F/O B. D. Russel damaged
a second. In this engagement Desloges was shot down in
flames and was severely burned on the face, hands and legs
before he could abandon his aircraft.

On the next day, September 1st, the Luftwaffe made
four forays against the vital aerodromes, but they were con-
siderably weaker and the German pilots showed little incli-
nation to press home the attacks. In the early afternoon,
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when 160 aircraft crossed the coast over Dover and struck
inland towards Biggin Hill and Kenley, 11 fighter squad-
rons were ordered up to engage them. McGregor and nine
other pilots of No. I were scrambled and intercepted a force
of over 20 bombers, protected by a strong fighter screen,
approaching Biggin Hill at 18,000 ft. In a head-on attack
the Canadians broke up the formation. McGregor destroyed
one bomber and probably destroyed another and Peterson,
Christmas and Kerwin each damaged one of the bandits.
The scattered remains of the Hun formation turned tail and
ran for the coast. Following his success against the bomb-
ers, Kerwin intercepted a line of eight Me. 110s hot on the
tails of two Hurricanes and dived on them from above, fir-
ing burst after burst. One Messerschmitt went down, but
Kerwin’s own kite was hit by cannon shells and set on fire.
He was forced to bale out and landed in a field near Maid-
stone, suffering from face and hand burns. F/O A. Yuile
also had to abandon his aircraft, while F/O E. Beardmore,
whose Hurricane was severely damaged by cannon fire,
was able to fly back to base.

The combat over Biggin Hill ended seven days of ac-
tion for No. 1 Squadron, during which it had fought four
engagements, destroyed eight German aircraft, probably
destroyed another and damaged nine.! Against this must be
placed the squadron’s losses of one pilot killed, four injured
and seven aircraft destroyed.

The events of September 4th could not have been ar-
ranged better had they been deliberately staged. For on this
day a party of Canadian journalists visited the squadron and
had impressed on them the very vital part being taken by
the “Fighting First” in the defence of Britain. The events of
the whole day moved like clockwork, for scarcely had the
newspapermen arrived than 11 aircraft of the squadron
were scrambled to intercept a raid of from 12 to 15 Me. 110

' Of these aircraft, 14 were bombers (Do. 215s), 3 were single-
engine Me. 109s and the other a twin-engine Me. 110.
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Jaguars over East Grinstead. The actions of the invaders
were ample proof that they had learned a lesson in the ear-
lier stages of the Battle of Britain, for immediately the Hur-
ricanes were observed the Nazis formed a defensive circle.
By this manoeuvre, in direct contravention of the rule that
“offence is the best defence”, the Huns lost the first round
of the battle. It allowed the Canadian leader, McGregor,
more freedom of action and he took his formation into the
sun 3,000 ft. above the bandits, from which point of van-
tage he ordered individual attacks on the circling Nazis.
The results were none other than might be expected. Two
enemy aircraft were shot down, a third was probably de-
stroyed and six others were damaged. The victors in this
engagement were Nesbitt and Smither, each of whom ac-
counted for one in flames. Russel was credited with one
probably destroyed, Molson with two damaged and
McGregor, Peterson and Smither with one each damaged,
while Russel was also credited with damaging a Ju. 88. The
encouraging note in this scramble was that a brilliant vic-
tory was won by the Canadians without the loss of either
aircraft or personnel. And thanks to the co-operation of the
enemy, the Canadian newspapermen had an excellent story
to cable home to their papers!

As a result, no doubt, of the lack of decisive success
which attended this second phase of the Battle of Britain-
the Luftwaffe’s attacks on our aerodromes and aircraft fac-
tories—the third phase, the attack on London, began on Sep-
tember 7th. When the first of the mass raids penetrated to
London, No. 1 Squadron was on patrol over its own base at
Northolt. To guard against any possible attack on that
highly strategic fighter aerodrome, Fighter Command again
would not allow the squadron anything more exciting than
a watching brief. The thoughts of the Canadian pilots on
that day were much the same as on that other day over
Northolt when their patrol was directed in just the same
way—and their language, probably, was even more lurid! So
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His Majesty the King meets fighter pilots of No. 1 Squadron, Royal Canadian Air Force,
during the Battle of Britain.
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while other squadrons had numerous engagements the Ca-
nadians simply stooged up and down over their base in an
uninteresting but very necessary protective patrol. How-
ever, McNab was luckier than the pilots of his squadron,
for later in the day, while flying alone, he espied five yel-
low-nosed Me. 109s flying at 18,000 ft. between Tonbridge
and Maidstone. McNab dived on the rear plane in the for-
mation and attacked it. He was credited with a probable.

Two days later, on September 9th, a second large-scale
raid, estimated at from 300 to 350 aircraft, was directed
against the capital and this time the Canadians were al-
lowed to participate. This raid, which took place in the late
afternoon after an uneventful morning, struck across the
south-east coast towards London. It was a varied attack, for
some of the bomber formations had fighter escorts in very
close attendance while others were unescorted and were
merely covered by groups of distant high-flying fighters.
That Fighter Command considered this a dangerous raid,
which must be broken up, is borne out by the fact that 26
squadrons were scrambled to the attack. With such a strong
defending force it is not surprising that the raiders were
able to drop only a few bombs on the objective before be-
ing dispersed.

Prior to the bombing, 12 pilots from No. I had been
scrambled and ordered south to meet the raiders. McNab,
leading the Canadians, sighted a large number of bombers
over the GuildfordRedhill area flying above and to the
south of the Hurricanes. With throttles wide open and forc-
ing every last mile of speed of which his aircraft were ca-
pable, he led his formation in pursuit. Before arriving at its
objective, McNab’s formation ran into the fighter escort of
another raid and a battle royal ensued. In the encounter,
which soon developed into a screaming dogfight, one Me.
109 was destroyed by Peterson, two were damaged by F/O
P. W. Lochnan and one by McNab. So successful was Pe-
terson’s attack and at such close quarters was it fought that
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his propeller was damaged and his windscreen broken by
fragments of the Me. 109, which had blown to bits under
his fire. Fragments of glass and perspex cut his face and so
obscured his vision that he lost 11,000 ft. before he could
see his instruments and when he regained control he was
only 1,500 ft. up. Naturally, he returned to his base with all
possible speed—and fortunately without serious injury. A
second pilot, F/O W. B. M. Millar, was not so successful,
as he was forced to bale out of his flaming Hurricane and
was taken to hospital with a leg wound and burns.

Again, on September 11th, the Luftwaffe renewed its
attack on London with a force of 250 or 300 aircraft while
smaller forces made diversionary raids on Portsmouth and
Southampton. Using the tactics which have since so charac-
terized both the G.A.F. and the R.A F., the Luftwaffe sent a
small force as a feint towards the capital and followed this
up half an hour later with two waves of approximately 100
bombers each.

The large formation turned north over Tunbridge Wells
direct for the London docks. The Isle of Dogs, Deptford
and Barking were bombed, but as 17 of the 19 fighter
squadrons ordered up made contact with the enemy the at-
tack was soon broken up. McNab was leading four sections
of the fighter defence and at 1615 hours intercepted a for-
mation of from 15 to 20 bombers, mostly Heinkel IIIs, fly-
ing south at 14,000 ft. in the vicinity of Tunbridge Wells.
The original attack was made in echelon and so scattered
the enemy formation that the Canadians were able to con-
tinue individual combats. In the dogfights which followed,
McNab damaged one He. III and McGregor destroyed one,
thereby bringing the scores of both pilots to five. In addi-
tion, Molson and Yuile each destroyed a Heinkel and a
third was damaged by McNab and Christmas. In this en-
counter two of our Hurricanes were lost when Little made a
successful parachute landing, despite a wound in the leg,
and Lochnan crash-landed near Romney. Though his air-
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craft was destroyed, Lochnan himself escaped injury.

For three days the air was relatively quiet, but this was
just a respite before a further outbreak of the storm when,
on Sunday, September 15th, 500 enemy aircraft crossed the
Channel in two waves with the intention of dealing a final
crushing blow against London. But this effort was no more
successful than its predecessors and actually marks the
turning point in the Battle of Britain, for on this day the
Royal Air Force destroyed 185 of the enemy as against a
loss of 27 R.A.F. aircraft—the pilots of 11 of which were
missing or killed and the same number wounded or injured.

No. 1 stood at readiness all day and had a part in two
actions against the attackers. The first of these attacks was
at noon over Biggin Hill, when the squadron was
“bounced” from the sun by a formation of Me. 109s (ap-
parently the lesson of August 31st was forgotten). So strong
and so unexpected was the attack that our formation was
badly broken up and only two pilots were able to close with
the enemy. Nesbitt fired a long burst at close range into one
Me., which fell in flames, but he himself fell victim to an-
other Hun and was shot down out of control. After baling
out of his burning Hurricane he came to earth near Tun-
bridge Wells with head injuries. F/O Smither was shot
down and killed in this engagement.

Two and one-half hours later the noon defeat was fully
avenged, when McNab, leading a formation of 12 Hurri-
canes, intercepted 15 to 20 He. IIIs accompanied by a
strong fighter escort flying at 16,000 ft. over London. Ap-
parently the Messerschmitts had “just come along for the
ride”, as they made little effort to drive off our aircraft. On
this sortie, McNab destroyed a bomber and one was shared
by Lochnan and 229 Squadron; two probables were scored
by McGregor and Russel and two more damaged by
McNab and P/O P. B. Pitcher. Norris was credited with a
probable when a yellow-nosed Me. 109 was shot down
with smoke pouring from it. These gains were not achieved
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without loss, for Yuile was hit in the shoulder. Although
wounded, he succeeded in bringing his Hurricane back to
base. Both wings of McGregor’s machine were damaged
by return fire when he was closing in on his Heinkel victim.

During the next ten days, from September 16th to 26th,
the squadron was constantly on the alert and was scrambled
many times but made few interceptions. On the 17th, the
Caribou Squadron, as No. 1 was often called, was scram-
bled four times and on one occasion encountered some Me.
109s, but as they were being fully taken care of by a Spit-
fire formation, the Hurricanes did not engage. On the fol-
lowing day the squadron had several scrambles, which
were productive of little more action, since the new tactics
of the Luftwaffe involved their fighters remaining well
above 20,000 ft., at which height the Hurricanes lost power
and manoeuvrability. Despite this superiority in height the
Messerschmitts showed little or no desire to engage and
contented themselves with stooging around with a show of
strength but little offensive spirit. On one of these scram-
bles, Beardmore became detached from the squadron and
while flying with 229 Squadron was forced to take to his
parachute and suffered slight injuries on landing. In one
engagement Peterson was credited with one Me. 109 de-
stroyed and one probably destroyed, after having climbed
to 27,000 ft. in an effort to meet the G.A.F. on its own
level.

The new tactics of the Luftwaffe brought forth different
methods of attack on the part of the R.A.F. and closer
wingformation flying became the order of the day. Wing
attacks were found to be a much more effective method of
breaking up large enemy formations and destroying indi-
vidual aircraft. No. I practiced the new formation continu-
ously with their station mates, 229 and 303 (Polish). The
Polish squadron was led on many occasions by a Canadian
member of the R AF., F/L J. A. Kent, D.F.C., A.F.C. No.
1’s first operational sortie in wing formation took place on
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September 21st and after a certain amount of misunder-
standing as to the method of carrying out the movement,
got under way, but made no interceptions. On the 23rd,
while again in wing formation with 229 and 303, a large
group of Me. 109s was sighted but remained aloft and
could not be reached. On the 25th, after the customary wing
formation, Peterson and Russel were despatched to inter-
cept a single enemy aircraft, a Do. 215. They drove it into
the sea—the Observer Corps confirmed their claim.

On September 26th, Northolt was honoured by a visit
from His Majesty the King, who thanked all three units on
the station for their part in the Battle of Britain.

With the visit of His Majesty ended the ten-.day inter-
lude of quiet daylight hours-the nights were never quiet. On
the 27th the day attacks began again and during the next
period Northolt, and the squadrons based thereon, spent
their time diving into their kites for a scramble or a patrol-
and diving in and out of shelters. The days and the nights
were much alike; but they were never monotonous.

In the first assault on the 27th, shortly after 0900 hours,
No. I was patrolling with 303 when a formation of ap-
proximately 30 Ju. 88s, escorted by from 20 to 25 Me. 109s
and 110s, was sighted and so began the Canadians’ most
active and successful day until the raid on Dieppe nearly
two years later. From early dawn, wave after wave of en-
emy aircraft, each wave comprising approximately 200,
began crossing the Kentish coast over Dungeness. All the
early morning attacks were driven back before penetrating
past Maidstone and Tonbridge with the exception of one,
and Nos. 303 and 1 Squadrons were ordered up to meet the
threat. The combined formation intercepted the enemy be-
tween Kenley and Biggin Hill at 18,000 ft. and attacked the
bombers from the rear. This move brought down some of
the Me. 109s in a vain effort to protect the Junkers, while
the Me. 110s formed their customary defensive circle 2,000
feet above the bombers. An epic battle ensued with Hurri-
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canes diving, climbing and spitting at any raider that came
in their sights. For minutes which seemed hours the pattern
of tracer bullets, roaring exhausts and vapour trails be-
decked the sky for miles above the green Surrey country-
side. But gradually the invaders one by one fell victim to
the Canadians’ and the Poles’ eight-gunned Hurricanes. An
assessment of the individual results of this engagement is
not easy, since on more than one occasion the enemy were
engaged in turn by different pilots and the actual allocation
of victories became extremely difficult. But when the
smoke had cleared and the damaged Hurricanes and Spit-
fires returned to their base, 6 enemy aircraft had been de-
stroyed by the Canadians while one was listed as probable
and one as damaged.

Stripped of all glamour and glory, the individual com-
bat reports of the pilots concerned set forth in laconic
words a glorious epic of present-day war. All McNab had
to say concerning the fact that he and Blue Section, com-
posed of himself and Christmas and F/O E. deP. Brown,
had destroyed a Ju. 88, was:

I was Caribou Leader leading 4 sections No. I Canadian Squadron,
and leading squadron combined with 303. Ordered to intercept raid. . . .
Sighted raiders to miles due East at 18,000, turned and forced to make
an astern attack. The bombers were in section threes stepped down.
Attacked left hand Ju. 88 in rear section. He broke away and dropped
his bombs turning towards south coast and I ‘followed in with section.
Two parachutes came out but man in first fell away from his, the sec-
ond was badly ripped. The aircraft continued to fly south so I closed
and gave z-second burst, the aircraft dived straight down and burst into
flames at Limpsfield. This is claimed for Blue section (S/L McNab,
F/O Brown, F/O Christmas).

McNab was scarcely more verbose in the story of his
own success when he destroyed a Me. 110:

I was Caribou Leader leading two squadrons, No. I Canadian and
303. Gathered section together after attack on bomber and climbed to
18,000 feet where 20 plus Me. ttos were in a defensive circle attacked
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by a number of Hurricanes. I noticed a Me. t to break circle and head
for coast. In company with another Hurricane (squadron unknown)
attacked and finally Me. 110 showed flame along port side, turned onto
its back and crashed in flames in area of Crowborough, although cannot
identify location exactly.

Russel, who was credited with the solo destruction of a
Me. 110 and a Me. 109 and with another Me. 110 which he
shared with 303 Squadron, gave a slightly longer report but
one which still compressed itself into a terse story of actual
details:

I was flying Green 3 in Search Section when we sighted bombers
and was attacked by I Me. tog from the starboard beam. In dodging out
of his way I joined with three togs flying in line astern. I gave No. 3
about 3 seconds burst and he fell off to the left and baled out; as he was
doing so, I could not see any material damage although my burst must
have hit him as I was directly beneath him and about 70 yards behind
him when I fired. In my break-away I lost considerable height and I
was successful in oining with Caribou leader. We climbed to attack Me.
Itos which were flying in a defensive circle over Biggin Hill area. We
attacked from N.E. against the circle. I got separated in this attack and
attacked a smaller group, which were slightly lower to the south. I at-
tacked a Me. 110 from slightly above and behind in a tight turn, gave
him about 8 seconds burst which started the port engine on fire.

He fell away and about 4 Hurricanes set on him and he crashed
somewhere in the vicinity of E. Grinstead. At this point another Me.
110 broke away and about four of us set on it. He crashed about 10
miles south of my first one in a clearing between a lot of trees. My first
landed in a field behind quite a big house near a small town with a ce-
ment road running in front.

Lochnan, who shared in the destruction of a Me. 110
with 303 Squadron, was also concise:

I was Green 2 of Caribou Squadron. We sighted e/a and worked
into position to attack. I was doing search about the Squadron. As I
went to attack an Me. 109 I was hit by cannon and machine gun fire;
half the right aileron was shot off. I started ‘for home and saw a Ju. 88
being attacked. I got in one burst and held off when the three Hurri-
canes attacking it fired him and he crashed into a house. I climbed up to
come home and saw a Jaguar (Me. 110). Joined in attack and got in
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three good bursts, one a rear climbing, another a port quarter that
caused smoke to pour out. Another Hurricane fired the starboard motor.
We were down about 500 feet. I fired again as he was coming towards
me and going down. He turned and crashed at Gatwick. I landed away
from base and left my aircraft to be repaired and returned to base by a
Magister.

McGregor, who was credited with the probable destruc-
tion of a Ju. 88, had this to say:

As Red i, I was leading “A” Flight when formation of 30 plus en-
emy bombers was sighted to N.E. with fighter escort. E/a course
approx. N.W. Squadron turned north to intercept. Following Blue Sec-
tion I attacked enemy bomber straggler and after short burst realized
that previous fire had accounted for c/a. I broke off and after failing to
re-form flight or section, proceeded N.W. after enemy bombers’ forma-
tion which was still visible turning West from London. I cut. chord of
circle and delivered beam attack, closing to quarter on rearmost e/a.
Machine jerked hard, port engine smoked heavily and machine went
into steep left hand spiral dive. I did not see crash due to avoiding other
aircraft.

The other successful Canadian pilot, F/O Norris, re-
ported:

I was Yellow 2. We got “Tally Ho” and went into V formation. We
carried out an attack on a He. III. Seeing that it was destroyed our sec-
tion broke away. I turned into the van and lost my section momentarily,
then noticed an enemy twin-engine with our aircraft attacking it. I made
a front quarter attack from below and closed to short range. I noticed
bits fly off and smoke pouring out of the port engine. I broke off and
noticed the Me. 110 losing altitude and broke away as it was well es-
corted by our own fighters.

From this notable victory the Canadians did not escape
unscathed. Peterson, who, in the short space of the Battle of
Britain had distinguished himself many times, was shot
down and killed, while Lochnan’s aircraft, as his report
shows, was hit by cannon and machine-gun fire and half
the right aileron was burned off. Sprenger was also shot up
and forced-landed at Kenley.
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With their fighter strength reduced to eight pilots, No. 1
was scrambled again at noon and in a brief engagement
with about 20 Me. 109s over Gatwick, McGregor, leading
the formation, damaged one of the enemy despite the fact
that his pilots had been “bounced” out of the sun.

McGregor’s report on this engagement was as follows:

As Red 1, I was leading formation consisting of No. I Canadian
and 229 Squadron . . . sighted approx. 20 Me. 109s about two thousand
feet above, continued irregular patrol in sections line astern. After sev-
eral minutes three 109s dived to attack leading section. Red 2 and 3
broke off to confuse attack and tog attacking Red 3 passed me close to
port. I got two good bursts on him in a left and then a right turn. He
spun down issuing smoke. I could not follow owing to taking avoiding
action from further 109 attack.

When a third scramble was ordered, at 1500 hours, de-
spite the almost superhuman efforts, of the ground crews to
refill the tanks, reload the guns and check the multitudinous
details of a fighter aircraft, only six Canadians could take
the air under McGregor’s leadership to patrol the Biggin
Hill-Kenley area. Soon after take-off the Hurricanes were
directed to two formations of bandits and five of the six
successfully brought their guns to bear on 15 to 20 Do.
215s. This raid had been part of an enemy formation of ap-
proximately 160 aircraft which had crossed the coast be-
tween Dungeness and Dover and penetrated as far inland as
Maidstone but had turned north and was met by the Cana-
dians at Biggin Hill.

During the action one of the bombers was destroyed by
Brown, an American, since transferred to the U.S.A.AF.,
who reported as follows:

Took off with squadron but forced to return as wheels would not
come up. Took second plane up in an effort to overtake squadron. Saw
squadron above and ahead about six miles away, at same time saw ban-
dits to left (above) and ahead to the right. Started to climb and while
climbing to right saw e/a below and ahead. Saw red, white and blue
stripes on rudder, but saw another Hurricane make an attack. Closed in
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behind e/a after Hurricane broke away. E/a was apparently not dam-
aged by first attack as I experienced extreme gunfire when I attacked.
Attacked and held firing button for 275 rounds per gun. Pieces were
flying off and one engine smoking as I broke and climbed to make sec-
ond attack. E/a burst into flame and dove straight for the ground. Saw
e/a crash 5 miles E. of Tunbridge Wells. No person jumped out of e/a.
This enemy casualty is confirmed by F/L Kent of 303 Sqn.

Four were claimed damaged by McGregor, Pitcher,
Yuile and Russel, who shared the credit with 229 Squad-
ron. McGregor also claimed another damaged. The pilots’
reports on this engagement were as follows:

McGregor:

As Red i, I was leading a flight of No. I Canadian Squadron fol-
lowed by No. 229 Squadron ... while still below ordered height sighted
two formations of enemy bombers at least 5,000 feet above and 10 to
15 miles ahead. Realizing impossibility of making contact I turned west
and intercepted the first formation of approx. 15 bombers which had
turned West also and were then coming south. Delivered beam closing
to quarter attack on leading formation’s port side and saw pieces come
off and smoke. Broke off and found formation broken and one 215 be-
low and almost ahead. Delivered quarter closing to astern attack finish-
ing ammunition. Starboard motor appeared to stop and return fire
stopped. E/a went into steep diving turn to right. Throughout, a large
number of 109s were above but delivered only individual attacks. I lost
sight of 215 in effort to avoid surprise attack from 109s. Landed and re-
armed at Biggin Hill where 1.0. reported 4 e/a down from action in
sight of the base.

Russel:

I was Blue 2 in Search section. After attack on bombers over
Croydon area I broke off and lost considerable height. I then gained
height and chased enemy formation to the coast. Attacked e/a over
coast. Was able to get a long burst in opening at about 500 yards. In the
middle of my burst the e/a seemed to rear upwards and to the right but
settle down again: I was forced to stop shooting as a Hurricane cut
across in front of my sights. The e/a was smoking badly when I started
my attack and continued smoking until he disappeared in the mist with
two other Hurricanes still attacking him.
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Pitcher:

I was Red 2 which was leading section of squadron. We attacked
about 15 Do. 215s proceeding in a Westerly direction North East of
Kenley. I attacked one Do. 215 from port quarter astern and slightly
above, closing to dead astern. After several seconds of fire from astern
he pulled up steeply and smoke was issuing from his engines. I broke
off and made a beam deflection shot on another from starboard with no
visible effect and finally one attack on same aircraft from stern above,
when ammunition ran out. Time of action approx. 1515 hours. Ciné
film taken.

Yuile:

I was flying Red 3 in leading section when we saw several small
formations of enemy bombers ,of about 12 each. We picked out one of
these and went into line astern, leading 229 Squadron. Red section went
into a quarter beam attack when suddenly I looked up and there was a
Dornier 100 feet directly above me and going in the same direction. I
pulled up sharply and gave him a full deflection burst of about three
seconds, closing to about 50 yards. Then I switched and delivered a one
second burst to another Dornier flying on the port wing of the first. The
first aircraft pulled sharply upwards, and fell over into a starboard wing
over. I then stalled completely and did a stall turn to the left, and as
there were many Me. 109s about, did not see what happened to the
Dornier. I experienced no apparent return fire from the Dorniers.

It is interesting to note that while the Canadian pilots
claimed one destroyed and five damaged, when the wreck-
age was surveyed it was found that five had been destroyed
and one damaged.

In all, on September 27th, the Squadron, with a total of
13 pilots available, made 26 sorties and carried out three
patrols, during which they engaged 70 enemy aircraft in
combat. They destroyed seven aircraft and were credited
with the probable destruction of another and damage to a
further seven. All this was accomplished with the loss of
one pilot injured, one Hurricane destroyed and two dam-
aged. During the day six pilots, McGregor, Christmas,
Pitcher, Russel, Yuile and Brown each made three sorties
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in seven hours and between them accounted for 12 of the
15 victories chalked up for the squadron. Of these,
McGregor and Russel each had four successes in the course
of their day’s activities.

That the remainder of the British air forces were
equally successful is witnessed by the fact that 133 G.A.F.
aircraft were destroyed, a total only surpassed on Septem-
ber 15th and August 15th, when 185 and 159 respectively
had been confirmed as destroyed.

On September 30th, No. I carried on the good work
when they were again scrambled three times to intercept
raids. But the last day of the month was not as successful as
the 27th, since for a score of one Me. 109 destroyed by
McGregor and one damaged by Brown, four of our own
aircraft were damaged.

Thus ended, for a time at least, the hectic days of the
Battle of Britain, as the German pilots no longer were will-
ing to “come down and play” from the safe heights at
which they were now flying and for days our patrols
stooged around looking for trouble and finding none.

This period also saw a further change in German tac-
tics, with the abandonment of large-scale bombing raids in
favour of small formations of fast bombers escorted by
large formations of fighters, so large in fact that the fighters
frequently out-numbered the bombers by four or five to
one. With these new tactics came also Messerschmitts car-
rying small bombs. But the effect of these bomber-fighters
was negligible and at best can be adjudged as of little more
than nuisance value. Hun formations continued flying at
from 20,000 to 30,000 ft.-and our Hurricanes, which were
never designed for such high flying, flew as usual below
20,000. Despite this advantage of height and notwithstand-
ing the number of times the G.A.F. must have had “sitting
birds” as targets, they showed little inclination to mix it up
with the Hurricanes. Apparently they had learned their les-
son!
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October 5th saw the last of the mass formation bombing
raids on London and coincidentally marked the end of the
Battle of Britain in so far as No. I Fighter was concerned.
Shortly before noon, McGregor led the Canadians and the
Polish squadron against a formation of about 30 Me. togs
and 110s south of Maidstone. Their first attack was suc-
cessful and in the twinkling of an eye the sky was dotted
with individual dogfights roaring and circling from 20,000
to 15,000 ft. No. 1 was signally successful in this encoun-
ter, but the official reports as presented by the pilots them-
selves were no more picturesque than usual.

McGregor’s story of one Me. 109 destroyed was as fol-
lows:

As Red 1, I was leading squadron which was flying in lead to No.
303 Squadron. At a point 15 N.W. of Folkestone we sighted seven Me.
109s in loose line astern with others to the S.E. Manoeuvred to bring
squadrons between the seven logs and coast and attacked. Several other
logs and 110s joined, resulting in a dogfight which spread from. about
16,000-22,000 feet. After considerable milling obtained position on tail
of 109 closing rapidly. After one burst of about 8 seconds at very close
range 109 smoked and pilot baled out. In further milling was unable to
fire again. A few Spitfires were also present at dogfight.

Pitcher, who was credited with one Me. 109 destroyed
and one Me. 110 damaged, had this to say:

I was Yellow I leading Searching Section. About ten miles East of
Maidstone we engaged about 10 Me. 109s. I failed to make contact and
climbed up to 21,000 ft. Near Canterbury I encountered four Me. 109s
in line astern and attacked the last one in a port deflection from beam
closing to astern about 100 yards. I fired about 12, seconds in three
bursts, in the last burst large bits were seen to fall off e/a, his ‘undercar-
riage dropped and he rolled on his back. No further results were ob-
served as I was ‘forced to break off, being attacked by other Me. 109s
from above. At the end of the break away I made a deflection attack on
the last of the three Me. 110s in line astern from above and astern at
about 250 yards. I gave one burst of about four seconds and ran out of
ammunition. Strong return fire was encountered. Tracers were seen to
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enter’e/a, which was seen to be damaged as I broke away and dived
down violently.

Christmas was credited with one Me. 109 and said:

I was Green one and after the main attack the squadron became
separated. I made for the milling towards the coast. As the Me. 110
came across the coast, four Me. 109s crossed my front. I came around
and fired on the leader. He started to smoke and small pieces started to
come off. The e/a dived slightly and I let a final burst go into the cock-
pit. The e/a dived vertically towards the ground, smoking. E/a should
have crashed on land near Hawkinge.

Beardmore, who was credited with one Me. 109 dam-
aged, had this to say:

I was Green three on patrol. While at 20,000 feet near Maidstone
we were attacked by Me. 109, I broke off left and finally teamed up
with another Hurricane from No. 303 Squadron. We climbed up to
18,000 ft. when I saw Me. I ro coming in over the S.E. coast about
5,000 feet below me. As I was to make my attack, I saw five Me. togs
going S.W. I attacked the right rear, as I did so he and the rest of the
formation did a slight turn to the right. I closed to 150 yards and fired
and black smoke came from his engine as he dived straight down.

Lochnan, who was credited with one Me. 109 damaged,
reported:

I was Green three of Caribou Squadron. We were engaged by Me.
togs at about 20,000 feet. I finally got into position behind one and got
in two short bursts as he turned right. Bits flew off and I had to break
away. A second one was behind me and I had a hard time shaking him.
I was just getting back up when Me. 110s joined and everything was
over before I could fire again.

Though the Luftwaftfe had shot its bolt in so far as mass
bomb raids on London were concerned, on the next day the
home base of the Canadians was raided from 300 ft. by a
single aircraft, which dropped a 1,000 Ib. bomb and a de-
layed action bomb close by. This impudent sortie caused
considerable excitement, slight material damage and some
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loss of life. However, the following day the squadron
avenged the insult when Lochnan shot down a Me. 109 in
flames. Two days later the Fighting First was relieved and
the remnants of Canada’s first fighter squadron flew north
to Scotland for a well earned rest.

Waves of bombers still swept in from the sea but their
effects were ever diminishing and finally the last attempt to
drive the British people to their knees by a concentrated
hail of bombs was given up and southern England resumed
the more or less even tenor of its way before the Battle of
Britain.

For fifty-three days from August 17th, No. 1 Squadron
was in the front line, making two or three scrambles every
day and being on the receiving end of bombing attacks by
day and by night. Many of the old originals were gone,
some to hospitals for repairs, others gone for a Burton, the
R.A.F. way of referring to a more permanent removal. New
pilots had arrived to take their place—but they needed train-
ing; the ground crews, after unremitting effort in keeping
the small store of aircraft fit for service for 12 long weeks,
needed a breathing spell to check thoroughly and recondi-
tion the kites.

Little has been said of the unspectacular but ceaseless
activity of the ground crews of No. 1. It has been said that
any squadron is as strong as its weakest ground crew man.
Nothing truer was ever said, for the man who tends the air-
craft on the ground is just as much a part of the crew as is
the man who handles the stick. They are complementary,
one without the other is virtually useless. A squadron
might. have the best pilots in the world, but their efforts
would be nullified unless the maintenance crews were of an
equally high calibre. Thus the Battle of Britain, which
meant three scrambles a day, possibly, for the pilots, meant
endless gruelling work for the ground crews and a constant
race against time to get the largest number of aircraft in the
air in as short a time as possible. As the general aircraft
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situation at that time was not too good, the ground crews
were especially hard worked and, it may safely be sur-
mised, put in more hours of constant attention to detail than
had ever before been asked of aircraft maintenance crews-
and more than it is hoped will ever be asked again. The fin-
est tribute that can be paid to the ground crews can be seen
in the daily report of aircraft serviceability: only once, on
September 27th—and then only for a short time—was the
squadron’s operational strength of twelve aircraft seriously
diminished because of unserviceable machines.

During the eight weeks that No. 1 Fighter was engaged
in the Battle of Britain, the score for the Canadians was 31
enemy aircraft destroyed and many more probably de-
stroyed—for a loss of 16 Hurricanes. Of the pilots of the 16
Hurricanes, three were killed in action and 10 wounded or
injured; the others made successful escapes by parachute
from their crippled aircraft. In addition, 28 Huns were offi-
cially credited as damaged.

Just before the squadron left Northolt His Majesty the
King awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross to S/L E. A.
McNab, F/L G. R. McGregor and F/O B. D. Russel. On
these three officers rests the distinction of having been the
first members of the Royal Canadian Air Force to win
decorations in the present war.



CHAPTER III

EXPANSION

‘ x ’ITH the arrival in England of R.C.A.F. squad-
rons it became necessary to establish overseas,
for administration and liaison purposes, a central

Canadian air headquarters and a personnel records office.

During the previous twenty years (that is, the period be-
tween the 1919 demobilization and the outbreak of the pre-
sent war), contact between the R.C.A.F. and the Air Minis-
try had been maintained through an R.C.A.F. liaison officer
stationed in London. On the formation of R.C.A.F. Over-
seas Headquarters, effective January 1st, 1940, Wing
Commander F. V. Heakes, who had been serving as
R.C.AF. Liaison Officer for some years, assumed tempo-
rary command and with a small staff made the preliminary
arrangements for the reception, accommodation, equipment
and training of 110 Squadron, which disembarked on Feb-
ruary 25th.

On March 7th, 1940, Group Captain G. V. Walsh,
M.B.E., arrived from Canada and took over command. He
was subsequently appointed Air Commodore and served as
Air Officer Commanding the R.C.A.F. in Great Britain
through the momentous summer and early autumn of 1940,
being succeeded on October 16th by Air Commodore L. F.
Stevenson.

The ensuing twelve months saw a remarkable increase
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in the R.C.A F. overseas contingent. The B.C.A.T.P. hit its
stride, and many thousands of its Canadian graduates be-
came operational with the R.A.F.; the Sinclair-Ralston
amendments to the original agreement of December 1939
were signed on January 7th, 1941, and a number of the 25
new R.C.A.F. squadrons to be formed under its provisions
were organized and went into action.

These rapid developments and the multitudinous prob-
lems of administration which they entailed led inevitably to
a further reorganization of Overseas Headquarters, and in
November 1941 Air Vice-Marshal Harold Edwards (for-
merly Air Member for Personnel at Air Force Headquar-
ters, Ottawa) arrived in the United Kingdom and assumed
command under the new title of Air Officer-in-Chief,
R.C.AF. Overseas. Air Vice-Marshal (later Air Marshal)
Edwards served from the time of his appointment through-
out the period of this narrative. In July 1942 his title was
changed to Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, R.C.A.F.
Overseas.

On October 7, 1940, No. 1 Squadron’s share in the Bat-
tle of Britain ended. And it was 10 months before R.C.A.F.
fighter units were again engaged in any important actions.
Ten months of the ceaseless grind of formation flying and
circuits and bumps, as the more mundane features of prac-
tice flying are called, wherein the pilot who has difficulty
in setting his kite on the ground without risk of cracking up
or, to speak in Air Force terms, of pranging, tries to correct
his very evident faults in this fundamental of flying. Air
firing and aerobatics are among the more agreeable subjects
in the training syllabus. At least the pilots get a kick out of
them, and frequently work off steam, which might other-
wise be used in that most illicit of all pastimes, called beat-
ing up (that is, diving upon and flying over at very low alti-
tude) an aerodrome—which, incidentally, is most thoroughly
and quite wisely frowned upon by the authorities, and car-
ries in its wake very severe punishment. After all, a shoot-



1. Orricers oF No. 1 FiguaTER SquabroNn DuriNG THE BATTLE oF BriTaiN (ranks as at
time picture was taken). [n fromt: F/O O. ]J. Peterson, F/O W. P. Sprenger,
S/L. E. A. McNab, F/O E. W. Beardmore, F/O A. D. Neshitt, F/O B. E.
Christmas.  Behind: F/L. W. R. Pollock, F/O C. W. Trevena, F/O C. E. Briese,
F/O P. B. Pitcher, F/O P. W. Lochnan, F/L E. M. Reyno, F/O 8. T. Blaiklock (I.O.),
F/O R. W. Norris, F/O A. M. Yuile, Capt. W. D. Rankin (M.O.).
2. A squadron of Spitfires in the air.
3. “All our aircraft returned”: P/O R. M. Zobell after Dieppe. 4. His Royal
Highness the Duke of Kent visits an R.C.A.F. fighter squadron. 5. Desert flying kit:
Sgt. G. Murray climbs into his Spitfire.



1. A Hurri-bomber in the air. 2. F/L Don Blakeslee, D.F.C. (now U.S.A.A.F.)

3. W/C R. E. E. Morrow, D.F.C. 4. F/L. F. E. Green, D.F.C. 5. W/C V. B.

Corbett, D.F.C. 6. F/L. Don Morrison, D.F.C., D.F.M. 7. S/L Paul B. Pitcher.
8. W/C D. G. Morris, D.F.C. 9. S/L ]J. E. Walker, D.F.C.
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up is simply a senseless, though admittedly enjoyable, way
of unnecessarily staking your life against unbeatable odds.

110 and 112 Army Co-operation Squadrons and No. |
Fighter Squadron were the only R.C.A.F. units despatched
from Canada as complete units, since the huge commit-
ments entered into, under the terms of the B.C.A.T.P.
agreement, made it necessary to retain the personnel of
other permanent and auxiliary squadrons for the less excit-
ing but even more important duties of organizing the struc-
ture upon which the training plan was predicated.

The British Commonwealth Air Training Plan agree-
ment was signed in Ottawa by representatives of the United
Kingdom, Australian, New Zealand and Canadian Gov-
ernments and under it the R.C.A.F. assumed the responsi-
bility of converting the Dominion into “The Aerodrome of
Democracy”. !

The procurement and training of the instructional staff
required by the B.C.A.T.P. was in itself a major undertak-
ing, and very many from among the first thousands of re-
cruits who thronged the R.C.A.F. recruiting centres were,
immediately upon their graduation or completion of train-
ing, absorbed into the training establishments in Canada as
instructors and basic personnel for further expansion.

Late in November 1940 the first graduates of the
B.C.A.T.P. were sent overseas—a small trickle preceding
the swelling torrent of aircrew of all categories, radio me-
chanics and specialists in many other fields which was to
follow.

The Fighting Strength Increases
As the framework of the training plan was clothed with
the personnel necessary for its carrying out, and the over-
flow of trained personnel could be made available for post-

' This phrase was first used by President Roosevelt in a message
addressed to the Air Training Conference of United Nations held in
Ottawa in June 1942.
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ing overseas, the fighting strength of the R.C.A.F. in-
creased rapidly. Some of the aircrew were used to reinforce
the three R.C.A.F. squadrons already in Great Britain, but
the vast majority, after completing their training at an op-
erational training unit in the United Kingdom, were posted
to R.A.F. squadrons, until there were few R.A.F. units from
Iceland to Singapore that did not contain one or more per-
sons wearing CANADA badges on their shoulders.

The greatly accelerated movement of R.C.A.F. personnel
to the United Kingdom and the distribution of this personnel
among R.A.F. squadrons made the consideration of the es-
tablishment of further R.C.A.F. units a matter of prime im-
portance if the Royal Canadian Air Force was not to lose its
identity and become merely a manning division for the
Royal Air Force. This contingency had been provided for in
Article 15 of the B.C.A.T.P. agreement, under which discus-
sions between the Canadian and United Kingdom govern-
ments were initiated with a view to incorporating R.C.A.F.
personnel into Canadian units as far as possible. As a result
of these discussions, the Sinclair-Ralston amendments were
drawn up and signed on January 7, 1941. Under these provi-
sions 25 additional R.C.A.F. squadrons, to be formed from
personnel already in England and others who would, from
time to time, be sent from Canada, were authorized. These
squadrons were to be R.C.A.F. units, but equipment and pay
and allowances of personnel, and virtually all other ex-
penses, would be borne by the R.A.F. The great difficulty of
supplying Canadian ground personnel in sufficiently large
numbers (owing to the ‘necessity of keeping at B.C.A.T.P.
schools ground personnel who might otherwise have been
available for service overseas) meant that the new squadrons
had at first to be manned largely by R.A.F. ground crews,
into which R.C.A.F. personnel were introduced as they be-
came available. The original plan of 28 R.C.A.F. squadrons,
including the three sent from Canada, was extended further
and 10 additional squadrons were authorized.
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R.C.A.F. Units Are Renumbered

As one of the first steps towards realization of this plan
for distinctively Canadian units, a special series of numbers
was allotted to the existing R.C.A.F. squadrons and those
projected. Thus, on March 1st, 1941, 110 Squadron became
400 R.C.A.F. Squadron; No. I Fighter Squadron and the
original 112 Army Co-operation Squadron, which since
December 9th, 1940, had been known as No. 2 Fighter
Squadron, were also given new numbers.

Within a very short time, the new R.C.A.F. squadrons
began to take on many of the duties of regular line units of
the R.A.F. Spitfire squadrons joined the two Hurricane
units already in Fighter Command; night fighter squadrons
became operational on Beaufighters and Defiants; Welling-
ton and Hampden squadrons formed in Bomber Command,
and Blenheim, Hudson, Catalina and Hampden squadrons
in Coastal Command. Due to the fact that the progress of
the war had denied to the army in the United Kingdom any
opportunities for combat, it became desirable to find other
employment ‘for the army co-operation squadrons-if only
to vary the endless repetition of training and give pilots the
satisfaction of operating occasionally over enemy territory.
These squadrons, therefore, while retaining the name of
“army co-operation”, exchanged their slow-flying two-
seater Lysanders for the speedy single-seater Tomahawks
and were given widely different tasks. So by the end of
1941 R.C.AF. overseas squadrons formed a versatile, well-
balanced organization sharing in the work of all four R.A.F.
operational commands.

Many of the new squadrons were at first Canadian in
name rather than fact. The day fighter squadrons, as a rule,
began with a much higher percentage of R.C.A.F. flying
personnel than did the bomber, coastal and night fighter
units, but, in all, the ground crews were, in the early stages
at least, predominantly R.A.F. Also since the Canadian ser-
vice did not have sufficient senior officers of recent opera-
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tional experience, the original commanding officers of the
new squadrons were in most instances appointed from the
R.A.F. Whenever possible, however, a Canadian veteran in
that force was selected for the post. As rapidly as possible
the squadrons have been and are being Canadianized. De-
spite the difficulties inherent in providing trained ground
crews for overseas, while at the same time keeping the
B.C.A.T.P. fully manned, more and more R.C.A.F. ground
personnel are crossing the Atlantic and the percentages of
both R.C.A.F. air and ground personnel show a steady up-
ward trend.



CHAPTER IV

THE AIR OFFENSIVE OVER NORTHERN FRANCE

FTER its strenuous two months fighting during the
Battle of Britain, No. I Fighter Squadron had

moved first to a station in southern Scotland and
then, in December, to another base in the northernmost part
of the Kingdom. From the snowdrifts, isolation and bore-
dom of a Scottish winter they returned to England in Feb-
ruary 1941 and joined No. 2 Squadron, and both shortly
thereafter took on their new nomenclature. During the next
few months both squadrons flew their Hurricanes on patrol
over convoys along the east coast of Britain, scrambled
time and again after reported raiders but actually had few
encounters with the enemy. On April 15th, twelve aircraft
of the old No. 2 Squadron were the first R.C.A.F. units to
engage in an offensive operation over enemy territory when
they took part in a fighter sweep over the French coast at
Boulogne. This sweep was a wing formation led by
McGregor, now a S/L, and some of the squadrons in the
group had a brief encounter with the enemy, but none came
within range of the Canadians’ guns. More sweeps, and
other operations consisting of large formations of fighter
aircraft, with or without bombers, followed but it was not
until August, almost a year after the first Canadian squad-
ron began operations, that R.C.A.F. fighters were again
heavily engaged in combat.

41
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That year of inactivity on the part of the Canadians had
seen significant changes in Fighter Command, in which the
R.C.AF. had played a part. The most important was the
change from defensive tactics to offensive operations.

From the spring of 1940 until the close of the year the
work of R.A.F. fighter squadrons had been, primarily, to
strike down the bombers of the Luftwaffe and their Messer-
schmitt escorts; first over the battlefields of the Nether-
lands, Belgium and France, then over the North Sea and
English Channel and finally over the countryside and
homes of Britain.

After the death-dealing blows to its Junkers, Heinkels
and Dorniers in August and September 1940, the German
Air Force had, perforce, abandoned large-scale daylight
raids against the United Kingdom in favour of offensive
sweeps by high-flying Me. 109s and 110s. But these, too,
got short shrift from the Spitfires and Hurricanes and, con-
sidering the cost in men and machines, accomplished little.
The offensive power of the G.A.F. had not been destroyed
but it had received a decided setback and, to say the least,
had been blunted.

Offensive Operations Over France

All of which led up to the day of days—December
20th, 1940—the day when, for the first time since Dunkirk,
aircraft of Fighter Command carried out offensive opera-
tions over northern France. On that day two Spitfires of an
R.A.F. squadron, one of which was flown by a Canadian,
F/L G. P. Christie, D.F.C. and Bar, (since killed on active
service) made a low-level attack on Le Touquet aerodrome.
Three weeks later, on January 9th, fighter squadrons of 11
Group swept across the Channel in formation, bringing the
war home to the Nazis and challenging the best they could
muster. And on the day following, six Blenheim bombers
escorted by five squadrons of fighters attacked the aero-
drome at Guines, a few miles south of Calais. One of the
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squadrons taking part in this foray was led by a Canadian
officer of the R.A.F., S/L R. A. Barton, D.F.C.

Since then, and particularly since early June 1941,
when Hitler’s ill-advised and ill-fated Russian campaign
began, the tide has been flowing stronger and stronger.
Ever larger formations of fighters and bombers sweep south
and east across the Channel to the coast of France, strike
inland with lightning rapidity at some chosen target-a fac-
tory, a railroad junction, an aerodrome or perhaps a power
station-and then, tier above tier, roar back across the Chan-
nel to the white cliffs of England. Or low-flying fighters,
just skimming the deck as they cross the narrow waters at
zero feet, sweep in over the coasts of France and the Low
Countries, catch the Nazis unaware, spray barges and
freight trains, flak posts and soldiers at drill, with their can-
non and machine-guns, then turn tail and skitter back over
the waves, filled with the glee of a job well done.

By this daily offensive campaign the R.A.F., aided and
abetted by the R.C.A.F., has compelled the G.A.F. to main-
tain in western Europe large numbers of fighters which
could otherwise be used to support the Wehrmacht on the
eastern and other fronts. It is estimated that a third of the
Luftwaffe’s fighter strength has thus been immobilized in
the west; to say nothing of large numbers of anti-aircraft
batteries, searchlight units, wireless stations and all the per-
sonnel required to man them. It is significant, too, that the
Germans first used their newest and best single seater
fighter, the Focke-Wulf 190, in the Pas de Calais, their
“front line” of the west.

By challenging the Nazis to come up and fight over
their own aerodromes, the pilots of Fighter Command have
sought to destroy the enemy in combat and further weaken
their fighter force by the wear and tear resulting from con-
stant scrambles and standing patrols. A positive objective
of the campaign has been to disrupt, by repeated attacks,
enemy industry, transportation and communications in the
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occupied countries. But by far the most important feature is
the fact that the R.A.F. is now on the offensive; we hold the
initiative as day after day we strike at the foe, defy him in
his own sky, and, metaphorically, thumb our noses at him
over his own air bases. Once again history repeats and, just
as in the last war, the Luftwaffe, after early successes, finds
itself forced back on the defensive-fighting a losing battle
against an opponent whom it had set out so confidently to
destroy but who now, with inexorably growing strength,
has turned the tables and is girding for the final knockout
blow.

Fighter Command Tactics

Fighter Command varies its tactics in this offensive
warfare and bedevils the invaders with attacks at different
levels, utilizing widely different methods. There are the
anti-shipping patrols, or strikes, aimed at enemy vessels
along the Belgian-Dutch coasts which are excellent targets
for a well-placed bomb or a well-directed cannon. There
are also low-flying attacks against coastal targets by pilots
working in pairs, or by squadrons or wings operating en
masse at varying heights and blanketing the sky, not to
mention the sweeps by wings or squadrons, which are car-
ried out on every day that weather permits and consist of a
great mass of planes that range over the Pas de Calais try-
ing to draw the enemy into the air to test his skill with our
Spitfires.

But the most important of all fighter operations carried
out are the escorted day bomber raids. An attacking force of
bombers'six, twelve, eighteen or more depending upon the

" During 1941 Blcnheims were usually employed, although
Stirlings and Hampdens were used on a few occasions. In the early
months of 1942 Bostons replaced the Blenheims for this type of work
and in August 1942 American Flying Fortresses were introduced. Later,
in 1943, Venturas, Mitchells and Marauders joined in the daylight air
offensive.
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importance of the target—is escorted by fighters, comprising
several large formations of three or four squadrons each, ar-
ranged in wings. One wing keeps close contact with the
bombers throughout the whole operation, while above the
main group the escorting squadrons fly layer upon layer.
One or two of the wings may be detailed to establish air su-
periority over the target before the main force arrives. Others
may be utilized to draw off the fighters to another sector and
clear the way for the advancing bombers by means of a di-
versionary raid, while still others may be assigned to patrol
inland and over the French coast to cover the withdrawal of
the whole force. The success of such an operation, involving,
as it frequently does, 250 or more aircraft, taking off from
many different stations, requires the most careful planning
between the Commands and units concerned. A nice appre-
ciation of time and height and an exact adherence to orders
on the part of all concerned is required to ensure rendezvous
at the correct place, time and altitude and the maintenance of
arranged position throughout the sortie.

To counter these attacks upon vital factories and com-
munication centres, the Luftwaffe in occupied France, un-
able as a rule to meet so large a force with equal numbers,
relies upon harrying tactics, using its resources frugally.
Groups of its fighters endeavour to gain a position high
above our formations and if possible in the sun. There they
await an opportunity to dart down in a screaming dive upon
an unwary section or even a single aircraft, hoping to get in
an effective burst and relying on the momentum of their
dive to carry them out of range before our fighters can en-
gage. By these tactics the Germans hope to scatter the Spit-
fires so that they may be picked off individually or lured
down where ground defences can also engage them. In the
last war pilots soon learned that success-and life-depended
upon observance of three cardinal principles: “Beware of
the Hun in the sun!”; “Always keep formation!”; “Never let
a Hun get above you!”. These old rules still hold good.
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Frequently these operations are completed without en-
countering the enemy, or at best with only fleeting
glimpses; but on other occasions there is a spirited running
fight from the coast to the target and back-and often right to
the English shore. As a rule the fighter sweeps are much
less heavily engaged than the escorted bomber raids, as the
enemy dare not let the bombers proceed to their objective
with their cargo of high explosives without as much oppo-
sition as possible. Thus the bombers serve a two-fold pur-
pose-not only to destroy enemy installations but also to
goad him into action against our fighters. For unless the
Nazi fighters are airborne and try their luck against our
men, we have more to lose than to gain, as their anti-
aircraft fire is usually intense and abominably accurate.

One feature of these large forays, which is scarcely
conceivable to the layman, is that one wing may be heavily
engaged by fighters while the others see no sign of enemy
aircraft. Since the formation flies as a huge spearhead,
probably three or more miles in depth and many more in
width and length, it is not surprising that in this vast space a
severe action which involves one portion of the raid is ei-
ther unnoticed or even invisible to another. In the lead
comes the vanguard, clearing the air for the main battle line
of bombers and their escort wings. Behind them are their
support wings-the rearguard—and far off to the flanks there
may be—and probably are—other wings making diversionary
sweeps to draw off the enemy and leave the main force an
uninterrupted way to their objective.

In these large operations, R.C.A.F. fighter units have
had a part for well over two years. Frequently three or more
of our squadrons are engaged on the same operation and
two or more such expeditions may be undertaken by each
unit in a single day.

Bomber Escorts
During May, June and July, 1941, R.C.A.F. fighters
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took part in many bomber escort operations, flying through
the intense barrage of flak which is the Nazi’s cusomary
noisy welcome to such sorties. They had some fleeting en-
counters with Messerschmitts but it was not until August
19th that the Canadian pilots were heavily engaged and
fought their most successful battles in a year. On that day,
six Blenheim bombers, escorted by 15 squadrons of fight-
ers, set out to attack the power station at Gosnay, near Be-
thune, a target which had been the objective of several pre-
vious expeditions. Twelve Spitfires of an R.C.A.F. squad-
ron were in support, flying at 28,000 feet. Over the bomb-
ers a thick wall of black cloud extending up to 20,000 feet
prevented bombing but the escort was heavily engaged by
enemy aircraft and fought many combats. Between Poper-
inghe and Cassel the Canadian pilots saw some 15 Me.
109Fs flying in loose formation below them and made a
surprise attack out of the sun. S/ B. G. Morris, R.A.F.
commander of the R.C.A.F. squadron and that day the
leader of Red section, shot down a Me. in a cloud of smoke
and then finished his ammunition on a second which also
dived away smoking. In addition the other pilots of Red
section, P/Os C. P. J. Wood and D. G. E. Ball (who two
years later was to command one of the R.C.A.F. fighter
units) each shot down an enemy, one probably destroyed
and the other on fire. P/O N. R.

D. Dick destroyed two more of the enemy before he
was forced to bale out over the Channel, and was picked up
by the Air-Sea Rescue Service. The Canadians’ full score
for this engagement was: Ball-one Me. 109F destroyed;
Wood-one probably destroyed; Morris (who has since been
taken prisoner)-one destroyed and one damaged; while
Dick destroyed two. Dick’s combat report on the engage-
ment may be of interest:

When at 26,000 feet north of St. Omer I sighted 15/20 enemy air-
craft heading N/W below at 15,000 feet and squadron commander or-
dered us to attack.
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Whilst diving I saw an Me. 109F attacking Yellow 3 from behind
and fired a 2-second burst at 400 yards range, but missed and enemy
aircraft took evasive action by half rolling to port.... I then saw 3 Me.
109Fs in line abreast above flying east at 26,000 feet. I fired a 7-second
burst from 250 yards range at centre one and thick black smoke poured
from its belly.

I saw tracers strike cockpit and fuselage; a further 2-second burst
was then given at 75 yards range and enemy aircraft blew up and spun
down vertically in flames. The other two enemy aircraft then dived
away towards the south.... When approaching the coast near Gravelines
I saw a Spitfire at 1,000 feet above me at approximately 18,000 feet
being attacked from rear quarter starboard side by one Me. 109F.

I pulled my nose up and fired a 4-second burst into his belly at 150
yards range. Shortly after, black smoke and flames came from his belly
and he was last seen diving to starboard with flames coming from his
belly. I then saw another enemy aircraft below at 15,000 feet and used
up the rest of my ammunition with a z-second burst at 350 yards range,
but did not see result, although I think I hit his tail. During this time I
was attacked on port and starboard side by two enemy aircraft. My
starboard wing tip was struck by 3 cannon shell and broke off. The port
wing was also hit by cannon. On making a left hand turn I found a can-
non shell had struck base of control column, rendering my right aileron
useless and being unable to straighten out I used heavy right rudder to
pull her up.

When at 6,000 feet I see-sawed for cloud cover and was again at-
tacked from astern; the radiator panel was hit and also my reflector
sight and cockpit filled with white smoke.

I yanked emergency cockpit cover, which blew off On my port
side I saw another Me. 109F. 1,000 yards away about to attack. I went
down in a slow left hand dive and lost 3,000 feet. As I recovered from
dive, I saw enemy aircraft turn for France.

I levelled out and found engine failing, so I used hand pump and
injected fuel to keep going. When 2,500 feet over Channel I found my-
self losing control and on sighting cliffs of Dover I realized I could not
make land, and jettisoned my helmet. From 2,500 2,000 feet I called
Mayday on button D and at 1,800 feet baled out clear from port side of
aircraft. My parachute opened easily.

While floating down I inflated my Mae West. On the way down I
lost one flying boot and my revolver. As my feet touched the water, I
tried to release parachute, but I missed hitting the release.

I was dragged 3/4 feet below the surface and then managed to re-
lease myself.

I pulled the dinghy towards me and partially inflated it by giving it
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one full turn, then being exhausted I hung on to dinghy and when on
top of a high wave I saw 6/7 Spitfires orbiting above me and also Res-
cue Boat approaching, which reached me about 10 minutes later.

The Canadians are Bounced

But all engagements did not end so favourably, and
sometimes our squadrons found themselves on the receiv-
ing end with heavy losses and few successes to compen-
sate. For instance, on October 27th, one R.C.A.F. squadron,
while winged with two R.A.F. units, was making a sweep
over the Franco-Belgian coast from Nieuport to Gravelines,
when they ran into most unusual enemy activity. As they
reached the limit of their inland penetration north of Poper-
inghe, several Me. 109s bounced Blue section of the Cana-
dians, shot down two of the Spitfires and continued their
screaming dive through the formation to safety below.
They were followed by Blue leader, who fired two bursts at
a Messerschmitt and sent it down with smoke pouring out
of the fuselage, before he began the laborious climb back
up to the main formation. As the wing approached the coast
again near Mardyck, Red section, having benefitted little
from the object lesson of Blue, were attacked in exactly the
same manner and two more of our Spitfires fell victim to
lack of watchfulness. The third member of Red, attacked by
several Messerschmitts, damaged two, one of which was
probably destroyed, but his own aircraft was so badly shot
up that he had to crash-land in Kent. A fifth member of the
squadron failed to return from this disastrous expedition
and still another Spitfire was so damaged that the pilot had
to bale out after reaching the English coast.

And the Canadians’ period of tribulation was not at an
end, for early in November they suffered another severe
setback. An R.C.A.F. unit, again while in formation with
two R.A.F. squadrons, ran into considerable enemy fighter
opposition when making a Hurri-bomber (the old Hurri-
canes fitted with bombs) attack on a distillery at St. Pol,
northwest of Arras. The Hurri-bombers did their work most
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effectively and the still tower was seen to disintegrate,
while the rest of the distillery was a mass of smoke and fly-
ing debris. The wing of which the Canadians formed a part
had been late in getting away from the rendezvous and
when it arrived over Hesdin, west of St. Pol, large numbers
of Mes., which had been waiting in the sun, bounced the
top squadrons and continued their attack in a running fight
all the way back to the coast. The Canadians lost two pilots
and the R.A.F. squadrons three more.

However, instances such as these are, fortunately, com-
paratively rare and the struggle is by no means one-sided.
The Nazis have certain advantages in these operations; they
are fighting over their own territory and if their aircraft are
damaged and forced to land they may be repaired quickly
and in all probability are in action again without delay. We,
on the other hand, have lost many pilots and aircraft be-
cause, although the damage may have been comparatively
slight, the plane could not regain the friendly shores of the
British Isles. Similarly, if a Hun has to bale out of his burn-
ing kite he may be flying a few hours later; while our pilot,
in like circumstances, becomes a prisoner of war. Again
our pilots, operating as they are many miles from base,
must watch their gasoline consumption and ammunition
expenditure. For the Nazis, these conditions are not of such
great moment and, indeed, in many cases they have with-
held their attack until such time as our machines were on
the homeward trip and consequently hampered by a limited
and rapidly diminishing supply of fuel. Finally it should not
be overlooked that our pilots have to face a heavy barrage
of flak, which has sometimes caused heavy casualties in
our ranks. We have had to pay a price, frequently heavy,
for the successes we have achieved in forcing the enemy to
engage; but we have made the Luftwaffe pay a price too-a
price which, considered in relation to the size of that force,
has been many times heavier than ours. And we are still
carrying the war to the very heart of the enemy.
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The FW. 190 Comes Into Service

During September 1941 a new radial-engined fighter
began to appear in the Pas de Calais; this was the Focke-
Wulf 190, which gradually superseded the Me. 109 as the
first-line fighter of the G.A.F. Our pilots studied its per-
formance with zeal and soon demonstrated that while the
FW. had a good show of speed and could climb and dive
amazingly, the Spitfire could out-turn and generally out-
manoeuvre it in combat.

September 1941 was a most active and outstandingly
successful month for R.C.A.F. fighter units and ended in a
co-ordinated dual offensive on the 27th. Two fighter-
bomber sweeps struck simultaneously at the railway yards
at Amiens and at the power station at Mazingarbe, north-
west of Lens. Two R.C.A.F. squadrons formed part of the
escorting wing for the 11 Blenheims aimed at Mazingarbe,
while two others were in the support wing which patrolled
the coast to cover the withdrawal of both formations. All
four squadrons were engaged by the enemy.

The Mazingarbe party encountered strong fighter oppo-
sition from the moment it crossed the French coast. Large
numbers of Mes. were waiting up sun for the approach of
our formations and, throughout the whole operation, small
detachments of the enemy kept up harassing attacks from
the coast to the target area and back to the coast again, even
continuing their efforts well out into the Channel. But all
the Blenheims returned and the Spitfires and Hurricanes
took a heavy toll of the enemy, when F/O F. W. Kelly and
Sgt. George McClusky shared a Me. 109F damaged; Cor-
bett (by now a S/L) and McClusky shared the destruction of
another, while F/L H. F. Crease and P/O L. S. Ford shared
in a damaged Me. 109. Both Ford and Kelly have since
commanded R.C.A.F. fighter units. F/L R. B. Newton (also
later an R.C.A.F. fighter C.0O.), Ball and Sgt. E. A. Crist
each destroyed a Me. 109, while F/L R. G. Clouston dam-
aged another. From this engagement S/L R. A. Lee-Knight,



52 THE R.CA.F. OVERSEAS

the R.A.F. commanding officer of one of the squadrons and
S. A. Graham, a pilot officer of another, failed to return. In
addition, another R.C.A.F. squadron drew their first blood
in this encounter, when F/L K. A. Boomer and P/O R. W.
McNair each damaged a Messerschmitt.

October saw less action for the Canadians, but one or
two incidents are worthy of note. One of our formations
had completed an uneventful patrol over the French coast
and had turned for home when McNair broke away to in-
vestigate a report that several Messerschmitts were over
Boulogne. He found seven circling at a low altitude around
a pilot floating in the sea and, regardless of the odds, at-
tacked them. After his second burst, one Me. dived straight
into the Channel. McNair (Buck to most of the R.C.A.F.)
then headed for home, calling his ground station to give
them a fix on the airman down in the sea. But another Me.
dived on him out of the sun, hit his engine with the first
burst and then got on his tail and scored further hits. Smoke
began to fill the cockpit of his Spitfire but McNair fought
on and when the enemy overshot its mark and passed over
him, the Canadian pulled up his nose long enough to fire a
burst from his starboard guns (the others were already out
of action). Hits were seen on the Me. and the cockpit cover
flew off. But by this time flames were enveloping McNair’s
own machine and his engine was coughing. He climbed to
400 feet and then baled out. Releasing his parachute just as
he hit the water and inflating his dinghy, he floated around
for 15 minutes before being picked up by the air-sea rescue
people and landed on friendly shores.

McNair was later posted to Malta, where he destroyed
four more enemies and damaged others, once damaging
four in a single combat. In May 1942 he was awarded the
D.F.C. and later returned to Britain to the R.C.A.F. squad-
ron with which he had formerly served and added several
more victories to his already impressive total.

Sgt. E. N. Macdonell, a pilot of one of the new fighter



AIR OFFENSIVE OVER NOTHERN FRANCE 53

squadrons, on October 13th was credited with his unit’s
first decisive victory when, in combat off Boulogne, he
dived out of the sun on two Me. 109Es. Opening fire at 250
yards he saw his tracers strike around the cockpit and the
enemy dived straight down, taking no evasive action what-
soever-the pilot had probably been killed with the first
burst. Macdonell followed his victim down to 2,000 feet,
firing short bursts, and then attempted to pull out, but he
blacked out and when his vision cleared he was only 400
feet above the sea with the enemy nowhere in sight. His
wing commander passed over the area just at that time and
observed an oil slick where the Me. had plunged in. Mac-
donell was commissioned during the following week but
shortly afterwards was “missing after enemy operations”.
On November 22nd, the R.C.A.F. had another most
successful day during an offensive sweep over the Calais
country. Near St. Omer, some 20 Me. 109s and FW. 190s
were encountered and many combats resulted. Sgt. J. A. O.
Levesque destroyed one of the new Hun machines after
fighting it from 15,000 down to 5,000 feet, and thereby
scored the first R.C.A.F. success over the Focke-Wulf. As
he was flying back to the coast, Levesque met a second
FW. near Desvres, attacked and probably destroyed it, but a
third dived on him before he could verify the outcome of
his attack. Evading the new enemy, Levesque returned to
his base. Sgt. D. R. Morrison, of the same squadron, also
damaged one of the new fighters, which went down with
heavy black smoke pouring from its vitals, and later de-
stroyed a second which was attempting to attack another
Canadian Spitfire over the Channel. Other pilots of the
squadron had also engaged the enemy; P/O Ian Ormston
crashed a Me. in a field and P/O D. J. M. Blakeslee sent
one down in flames, after which he encountered two more
Mes. on the way home, engaged them over the Channel,
and damaged one. In addition S/L N. R. Johnstone and P/O
G. W. Northcott each damaged a Me. during this sortie. P/0
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H. A. Sprague was the only Canadian casualty and confir-
mation was later received that he had been taken prisoner.
All in all, November was an outstanding month for the Ca-
nadians. In addition to those destroyed in the larger en-
gagements, S/L A. G. Douglas damaged a Do. 217 on the
4th; Boomer destroyed a Ju. 88 on the 7th; F/L C. T. Can-
trill damaged a Me. 109 on the 8th, Clouston a Do. 17Z on
the 11th and Newton a Do. 215 on the 25th. Another squad-
ron probably destroyed three Me. 109Fs and damaged a
fourth on the 18th.

German Warships Escape

November’s activities had been favoured by unusually
fine weather, but December, January and February brought
the customary sequence of bad flying conditions, with re-
sultant restriction of Fighter Command’s operations. How-
ever, one event of major importance did occur: the passage
of three German warships up the Channel from Brest.
Shortly after 1000 hours on the morning of February 13th,
1942, two R.A.F. Spitfires patrolling the Channel over Cap
Gris Nez sighted two Me. 109s and set out in swift pursuit.
Before overtaking the fleeing Mes. the British pilots spot-
ted a large force of naval vessels just off the French coast
between Berck and Le Touquet; among these there were
two battle cruisers, a heavy cruiser, three destroyers and
twelve E-boats. Breaking off their pursuit of the Mes. they
sped home with the news-and soon the R.A.F. and the Fleet
Air Arm were in desperate action. Between noon and 1800
hours, Fighter Command despatched over 400 fighters to
co-operate in attacking the target. The majority of the 400
were detailed to escort the bombers and torpedo-carrying
aircraft of Bomber and Coastal Commands and the Fleet
Air Arm, or to provide protection while the bombers closed
in on the vessels. In addition, several squadrons of Hurri-
bombers and Spitfires made attacks on the enemy E-boats
and destroyers. But weather conditions were difficult, with



1. FS H.L.Gill, DF.M. 2. F/L G.B. Mumay, DF.C. 3. W/C C. J. Fee, D.F.C.
4. W/C A. D. Nesbitt, D.F.C. 5. F/L J. Whitham, D.F.C. 6. S/L E. L. Neal,
D.F.C.



Apove: Sgt. Norman Houghton, F/L R. A. Buckham, D.F.C., F/L. J. A. Rae, D.F.C.
Berow: F/O L. W. (Pip) Powell, D.F.C., LAC W. Coutts.



AIR OFFENSIVE OVER NOTHERN FRANCE 55

complete overcast at 5,000 feet, while below that, from
2,500 to 1,500 feet, there was considerable broken cloud.
Under these conditions the difficulty of the escorting fight-
ers in keeping, or even making in the first instance, contact
with their charges, was almost insurmountable. And even
worse was the difficulty for the bombers either of locating
their target, or, if they did find the ships, of observing the
effect of their bombs. Aircrews who succeeded in locating
the enemy reported that the battleships, cruiser and atten-
dant destroyers and E-boats put up an almost impenetrable
curtain of flak, which made low level beam attacks nothing
short of suicidal. Enemy fighters patrolling in packs of
forty or more over the convoy and between them and the
coast, in an endeavour to lure our aircraft within range of
the shore ground defences, did little to make the lot of our
pilots more bearable.

R.C.A'F. fighters, who made six squadron sorties dur-
ing the running fight, engaged in a number of these actions,
in the course of which Ormston shot down one Me. 109 in
flames and aided P/O A. E. Harley and Morrison in the de-
struction of another; Northcott and Flight Sergeant H. D.
MacDonald shared the credit for damaging two, while
Flight Sergeant G. A. J. Ryckman was credited with the
destruction of one as well as sharing with Crist in the dam-
age of another. P/O Levesque, who as a sergeant has al-
ready been mentioned, was lost in the engagement.

March saw the entry of another period of intense activ-
ity, with the power stations at Comines and Ostend and the
freight yards at Abbeville and Hazebrouck among the ob-
jectives. In most of these sorties the R.C.A.F. squadrons
formed part of the fighter escort. The A.O.C.-in-C,
Bomber Command thanked one R.C.A.F. squadron for its
contribution to the “efficient and complete cover” afforded
the bombing Bostons on one operation. A second fighter
unit, during the same month, while flying in close escort to
a formation of Bostons, beat off repeated attacks of FWs.
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and Mes. which attempted to break through to the bombers.
During this engagement, which took place on the 27th
without loss to either the bombers or their escorts, P/O F. E.
Green destroyed one enemy, while P/Os John Long and D.
W. P. Connelly were each credited with a probable. And
two days later lan Ormston was credited with the probable
destruction of another FW.

Large-Scale Operations Introduced

The improved weather in April allowed Fighter Com-
mand to increase the tempo and scale of attacks on the en-
emy in northeastern France and Belgium, and five, six or
seven large-scale operations took place almost every day,
rising to a high of nine on the last day of the month. On
three occasions during the month, these operations involved
more than 1,000 of our aircraft and on three other days the
number was not far below that mark.

On the 15th, Canadian fighter squadrons were involved
with the enemy when they took part in three of the day’s
five offensive patrols and fought two hotly contested en-
gagements. During one of these, an attack by Hurri-
bombers on the acrodrome at Desvres, three R.C.A.F. units
were among the covering fighter force. One of the three
was heavily engaged by Mes. and FWs. but drove them off
without loss. In the early evening, another squadron had a
dogfight with fifteen enemy fighters and again had the bet-
ter of the foe. One of the pilots, Flight Sergeant E. B. Ar-
gue, diving 10,000 feet after an FW. which he is credited
with having probably destroyed, reported that his airspeed
indicator registered 450 m.p.h. during the dive. Ted Argue,
who was reported missing about ten days later, was a most
popular member of his squadron and a somewhat irre-
pressible pilot. After spending many months as a prisoner,
Argue was recently repatriated to Canada.

The following day, April 16th, also saw the Canadians
involved in heavy action during a fighter sweep between Le
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Touquet and Sangatte, when Neal, Ormston, Blakeslee and
P/O J. Whitham were all credited with damaging FW. 190s.

For more than half the month of May the weather
caused a reduction or even complete cancellation of most
of Fighter Command’s offensive operations. Whenever
possible, however, our patrols and formations swept across
the Channel and in over the French coast to harass the en-
emy air and ground forces, fighting the Nazis in their own
sky, attacking them in their own front yard. There were
numerous engagements involving Canadians, but no out-
standing actions.

Early June was featured by low-flying beat-ups carried
out by one R.C.A.F. squadron. One morning while on a di-
versionary sweep the pilots of this unit dived down to
ground level and attacked trains between Etaples and Le
Touquet, during which two trains were forced to stop and a
third damaged. They also shot up and set fire to a wireless
station on the coast near Ault. Encouraged by this success
the squadron returned the following day and repeated their
ground strafe, damaging two factories and a flak post.
While flying on this raid, E. L. Neal, now a flight lieuten-
ant, saw a twin-engined communications monoplane flying
toward Dieppe and in company with his number two man,
Flight Sergeant S. C. Cosburn, attacked it, set it on fire and
saw it crash in a near-by field. It was later learned that the
pilot of the plane was Oberstleutnant Hahn, a prominent
German airman who had with him a staff officer and a
wireless operator-all three being killed.

Flight Sergeant D. R. Morrison won the Distinguished
Flying Medal during another sweep on June 6th, when he
assisted W/C J. Rankin, D.S.O., D.F.C., in destroying a
FW. 190 during a heated engagement over Abbeville in
which several more of the enemy were damaged. Morrison
had previously destroyed two aircraft, shared a third with
two other pilots, “probably destroyed” one and received
credit for damaging four others.
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Poor flying weather again conspired against the
R.C.AF. fighter pilots adding further scalps to their belts
during the latter part of June and early July, and a full fly-
ing schedule was possible on only a few days. For the rest,
the met. reports (meteorological, to those who are not in the

29 ¢¢

Air Force) read “unsuitable”, “adverse”, or “unfavourable”.

Large-Scale Low-Level Operations

On the 15th of the month (July) Fighter Command in-
troduced a new type of offensive operation, when the low
level attacks which up to this time had been conducted by
two, or at the most four, pilots, became large scale opera-
tions carried out by wing formations. One of these was car-
ried out by fifteen Spitfire squadrons against targets near
St. Valery, Dieppe and Etaples. The pilots turned their can-
non and Browning guns on wireless stations, camp huts,
army tents, flak positions, machine-gun posts, groups of
officers and soldiers, freight cars, a train and a factory. In-
tense flak was encountered but only three planes from the
whole formation were lost.

On the 20th and 21st, further mass low-level attacks
were carried out against the areas between Cayeux and Le
Havre and between Blankenberghe and Dunkirk. During
the first of these, one squadron attacked targets near Ault,
including a freight train, a factory, a gun post and a guard
ship.

The aim of the daylight offensive operations was al-
ways to draw the German fighters into the air where they
could be engaged and destroyed. On the 26th two forma-
tions of Spitfires crossed the Channel to circle two aero-
dromes at St. Omer-Fort Rouge and Abbeville-Drucat, and
engage the enemy fighters as they took off. R.C.A.F.
squadrons took part in both these operations and in each
had numerous encounters with the Hun.

In the operations near Abbeville, F. E. Green, now a
flight lieutenant, led his section in an attack on a group of
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FWs. flying at about 500 feet. During this encounter Green
shot one down, while Whitham, also recently promoted
F/L, and Morrison (now a P/O) each damaged another. In
the same foray, F/O G. G. Davidson probably destroyed
one, while P/O K. I. Robb damaged another. An American
officer, L. C. Clark, one of three attached to the squadron
for operational experience, was lost on this attack.

Throughout the first half of August, Fighter Com-
mand’s activities were again on a reduced scale and defen-
sive actions were more prominent than offensive. R.C.A.F.
pilots fought several combats with FW. hit-and-run raiders
and with bombers which attempted sneak raids under low-
hanging clouds, but no particularly notable engagements
took place.

The Combined Operations at Dieppe

But on the night of August 18th the pilots of many
R.C.AF. and R.AF. squadrons were briefed for the great
combined operation which was set to take place on the fol-
lowing morning. The Battle of Dieppe was about to begin.
“Here it is at last,” was the common thought of air and
ground crews throughout the force.

The action at Dieppe marked the largest-scale operation
to date by co-ordinated forces of the Navy, Army and Air
Force against the defences of enemy-occupied Europe. It
provided the first test of the importance of air power to
such an undertaking and of the extent to which aircraft
might be utilized in any projected cross Channel assault
upon the Continent.

Briefly, the objectives of the operation were two:

(a) To test German defences;

(b) To lure as many German aircraft as possible into the air.

The tasks allotted the air units were:

(a) To provide air cover for the Navy and Army. This
was supplied largely by fighter aircraft;

(b) To attack coast defence batteries in the area and for-
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tified headlands on the flanks-carried out by medium and
fighter bombers;

(c) To lay a smoke screen to cover the advancing and
retiring forces-intruder aircraft;

(d) To carry out tactical reconnaissance within the area
and in the immediate neighbourhood of the point of assault-
army co-operation aircraft;

(e) To detect unusual enemy ship movements preceding
the attack-Coastal Command aircraft.

The operation may be divided roughly into five phases:

(a) The outward passage and landings;

(b) The assault on the shore objectives;

(c) The withdrawal to the beaches;

(d) The embarkation;

(e) The return passage.

The work of the different types of aircraft in each of the
five phases is discussed in the appropriate chapters.

At dawn on the 19th, the pilots were standing at readi-
ness and shortly afterwards the first fighter patrols were
airborne to cover the landings. From that moment onwards
a continuous cover was maintained by squadrons working
in relays until the ground forces had withdrawn and were
safely across the Channel again. The scale of Fighter
Command’s operations that day far surpassed anything
previously attempted-greater even than the climax of the
Battle of Britain.

During the first phase of the operation, which took
place from 0455 to 0550 hours, the Air Force laid smoke
screens, attacked enemy defences and positions on the
coast and gave air cover to the troops. There was relatively
little enemy activity in the air and Canadian squadrons had
no part in this preliminary phase.

During the second phase, from 0550 to 0730, enemy
fighter opposition in the air increased and the Canadians
fought sharp but indecisive actions with FW. 190s.

In the third phase, when progress on the right of the
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landing was seen to be satisfactory but Canadian troops and
tanks in the centre were being held up, enemy air activity
increased materially, and reached a peak about ten o’clock
with the appearance of Nazi bombers who concentrated
their attacks on our naval vessels and landing craft lying off
shore. The fighting was heavy during this period and.the
enemy lost many bombers. One R.C.A.F. squadron de-
stroyed two bombers but lost three of their own pilots; an-
other destroyed one and lost two in a combat in which they
were outnumbered three to one.

At ten minutes to eleven, re-embarkation was scheduled
to commence. From then until the convoy had cleared the
French coast and was well across the Channel on the return
voyage, our fighters continued to cover the ships against
bomber and fighterbomber attacks, while other formations
of Hurricanes, Blenheims and Bostons bombed enemy gun
positions and laid another protective smoke screen. To
hamper enemy operations during this critical period a
heavy diversionary raid was made on the Luftwaffe aero-
drome at Abbeville-Drucat by a force of 24 American Fly-
ing Fortresses escorted by a wing of Spitfires which in-
cluded R.C.A.F. squadrons. The Fortresses once again did
extremely accurate bombing despite heavy flak which burst
close to their aircraft; direct hits by bombs were observed
on dispersal areas, runways and flak positions. Aerodrome
facilities received a severe hammering and the field was put
out of action for several hours.

After completing their escort duties during this attack,
one of the R.C.A.F. squadrons turned off towards Dieppe to
join in the action there, during which S/L K. L. B. Hodson
and his pilots intercepted four Dos. on their way to bomb
our ships and drove them off damaged. Morrison destroyed
a FW. 190 but his own aircraft was damaged by pieces fly-
ing from the enemy plane and he was forced to bale out
into the Channel, from which he was later picked up by a
rescue boat. In other engagements over the convoy our
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fighters picked off two more FWs. when L. S. Ford (now a
S/L) and F/L G. U. Hill each destroyed one and their for-
mation damaged several others.

During the return of the combined forces S/L Lloyd V.
Chadburn’s formation was very heavily engaged and
fought a brilliant action without loss. As the Spitfires were
approaching the convoy to commence their patrol a forma-
tion of from twelve to fifteen FWs. dived on them from the
rear. Chadburn brought his squadron round in a tight turn
on the tails of the attackers and reversed the tables so effec-
tively that three of the FWs. were destroyed. Hurriedly re-
forming, Chadburn and his pilots resumed their protective
patrol and saw seven Ju. 88s approaching the convoy. Fly-
ing in to attack the Nazis head-on, the Canadians succeeded
in driving off the whole formation, damaging at least six.
Again the Spitfires reformed as a large group of FWs. ap-
peared several thousand feet above but did not attack. But
Chadburn’s pilots were not finished yet, as one section en-
gaged a formation of Me. 110s and drove them off, after
which, their job finished, the Spit pilots flew, home for
their first hot meal of the day.

Another squadron, on duty high above the convoy, also
saw action during the day and damaged several fighters but
lost two of their own. Later patrols saw less action as the
convoy approached the English coast, but Ford and P/O H.
J. Murphy each destroyed an FW., while Newton chased
off a Dormer 217 and forced it to jettison its bombs.

During the day, the following R.C.A.F. pilots accounted
for Hun machines, either destroyed, probably destroyed or
damaged: Hodson (2); Flight Sergeant R. M. Zobell (1);
Cosburn (2); Morrison (1) ; Whitham (2) ; P/O G. B.
Murray (5) ; P/O H. A. Westhaver (1); Chadburn (2); F/L
H. Russell (1); F/L F. H. Boulton (1) ; P/O R. A. Buckham
(2) ; Flight Sergeant R. D. Phillip (1) ; MacDonald (1) ;
Murphy (2) ; Hill (2); Ford (2) ; F/L P. T. O’Leary (1) ;
Sgt. M. K. Fletcher (1) ; with three unallotted among the
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pilots of one squadron and five others unallotted: a total
bag for the day of 11 destroyed, 4 probably destroyed, 19
damaged, and 10 “assists” to other squadrons, as against
Canadian losses of 9 fighter pilots, three of whom baled out
but were later rescued. The fighter pilots lost were: P/O J.
N. Brookhouse, who crashed in France and was killed;
Sgts. M. Buckley and L. Armstrong and P/Os L. A. Walker,
A. Monchier and J. E. Gardiner, all of whom failed to re-
turn.

Total enemy casualties that day were assessed at 93 air-
craft destroyed, with twice that number of probables or
damaged. Allied losses were set at 98 aircraft, the pilots of
30 of which were rescued. But mere figures do not give a
correct picture of the destruction caused by our pilots. The
losses of the G.A.F., considered in relation to the size of the
forces available and involved, were several times higher
than those of the R.A.F. Fighter aircraft destroyed-
disregarding those claimed as “probably destroyed” or
“damaged”-constituted almost a fifth of the estimated
fighter strength of the Luftwaffe in the western part of
Europe.

Morrison, as has been mentioned before, shot down a
FW. 190 and then was forced to bale out. His experiences
that day are interesting. Here is his own report:

The Squadron was brought to readiness at first light (05.07) but did
nothing until we took off at 09.30 to escort 24 Fortresses which were to
bomb Abbeville aerodrome. We made rendezvous with the Fortresses
and the other escort squadrons and went straight to Abbeville. The flak
was fairly heavy, but caused no trouble. I saw the bombs burst squarely
on all the buildings surrounding the aerodrome. The bombers then
turned left and headed for home. We encountered no opposition from
enemy aircraft. Blue section became separated from the rest of the
squadron. Red and Yellow sections then proceeded to Dieppe, losing
height to approximately 10,000 feet. I did not have time to pay much
attention to what was going on below, but at a glance could see that
there was terrific activity on land, on water and in the air. Being chiefly
concerned with the aerial side of the battle I saw several FW. 190s fly-
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ing singly, but stayed with my section until I saw a single FW. 190 just
ahead and about 1,500 feet below me. I did a slipping barrel roll, losing
height and levelled out about 150 yards behind and slightly to the star-
board and above the enemy aircraft. I opened fire with a 2-second burst
closing to 25 yards. I saw strikes all along the starboard side of the fu-
selage and several pieces which seemed about a foot square flew off
from around the cowling. Just as both the enemy aircraft and myself ran
into cloud, he exploded with a terrific flash of flame and black smoke.
Immediately after this, my windshield and hood were covered with oil
and there was a terrific clatter as pieces of debris struck my aircraft. I
broke away, hardly being able to see through my hood or windshield.
My number 2 (Yellow 4—Flight Sergeant Reesor) said he saw a piece
about 10 feet long break off the enemy aircraft. We then rejoined Yel-
low 1 and 2 and headed for home. I was quite unaware that my own
aircraft had been damaged and we were flying at about 1,000 feet. Sud-
denly my engine started to cough and the aircraft shuddered violently. I
realized that I was going to have to bale out so I started to climb, run-
ning into a low cloud. My engine cut out completely but I had managed
to reach 2,000 feet. I took off my helmet, and undid my straps and
opened the hood. I crouched on the seat and then shoved the stick for-
ward. My parachute became caught somehow and I figured I was about
200-250 feet above the water when I got clear. The aircraft plunged
into the water below me as my parachute opened. Almost immediately
I pressed the quick release, just as I hit the water. I inflated my dinghy
without any trouble and then climbed in. Two of the aircraft that were
with me kept circling while the third (Yellow iF/L Whitham) went for a
rescue boat which was not far away. I put up my flag, which aided the
rescue boat to come straight to me. The aircraft of my own squadron
being short of petrol left me but another squadron circled me until I was
picked up by the rescue boat. I had only been in the water for about 15
minutes. The captain of the boat estimated my position as 17 miles off
Dieppe. I was picked up about 1110 hours and immediately got into dry
clothes. Unfortunately, I was told that I would have to stay on the boat
until it returned to port at night, so that I would miss the rest of the
day’s fun. During the afternoon we went on several other crash calls
without success, often operating within sight of the French coast. We
saw the attack by bombers on the convoy beaten off by heavy ack-ack
fire. We saw the explosion and pall of smoke caused by two Spitfires
colliding head on. We saw gunfire from the shore and from the boats
and aircraft laying smoke screens. Later on in the afternoon two FW.
190s passed over us about 5,000 feet. Shortly afterwards, I saw them
attack and set on fire another A.S.R. boat. Knowing that we could not
do much with our light armament, we raced back towards England to
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get the help of a Navy boat which we had previously noticed. As we
went back towards the burning launch, we saw another rescue boat try-
ing to give aid to the first one. Suddenly four more FW. 190s appeared
and attacked, setting the second launch on fire. Two Spitfires appeared
in answer to our calls for help and as one of the pilots circled as close
as he could, we indicated the trouble ahead, and they set out. No sooner
had they left us than six more FW. 190s dived down to attack us. We
escaped serious damage but our radio was put out of action. The trifling
fire put up by our own inadequate Lewis guns had not appeared to
bother the enemy aircraft in the least, but the fire from the 20 mm. Oer-
likon, gun on the Navy boat evidently struck them. About this time, I
believe they ran out of ammunition, and they left us. We picked up the
survivors of the two burning launches, all of whom were in the water.
The two rescue boats were burning furiously and the ammunition
aboard was exploding. As we were picking up the survivors, two Spit-
fires arrived and circled us. We picked up 14 survivors and the Navy
boat picked up about four, believe. There should have been 22. The
enemy aircraft had also attacked the men as they were in the water.
Most of the men picked up were very badly wounded, so we returned to
port at full throttle. One of the Spitfires escorted us to within about six
miles of Beachy Head, the other staying with the slower Navy boat. On
the way home we also saw the convoy attacked and I saw a stick of
bombs hit the water, but not within half a mile of any ship. We raced to
port where there was an ambulance waiting for us. We unloaded the
wounded men and then went ashore ourselves:

Morrison does not mention that while on the rescue
launch he leaped overboard to save a badly wounded air-
sea rescue man.



CHAPTER V

FIGHTER OPERATIONS AFTER DIEPPE

HE days following Dieppe saw a continuation of
Fighter Command’s offensive whenever the weather

permitted. Late August operations were featured by
large-scale raids by American Flying Fortresses accompa-
nied by Spitfire squadrons acting as close escort, with other
fighter wings carrying out diversionary sweeps. In each of
these expeditions two R.C.A.F. squadrons, flying the latest
type of Spitfire, formed part of the bombers’ escort, while
other Canadian units acted in different capacities on the
same raids.

The target of the first attack was Amiens, which was
bombed with telling effect. Few enemy aircraft were ob-
served and those that were spotted remained at a respectful
distance, which is not to be wondered at, as this raid was
staged on the day following Dieppe and it seems probable
the Nazis had had sufficient for the time being. One might
suppose that pending the arrival, from other theatres, of
fighter reinforcements to repair the ravages of the previous
day, the Luftwaffe were anxious to husband their resources
of both men and machines.

Again on August 24th the Fortresses were out with
Spitfires and other fighter escorts, this time to bomb the
shipbuilding yards at Le Trait. After the four day lull the
fighter opposition was more severe, composed without a

66



FIGHTER OPERATIONS AFTER DIEPPE 67

doubt of the pilots rushed up as replacements for the losses
at Dieppe-though these were surprisingly aggressive for
new men-and several dogfights ensued in the Yvetot area
as the formations were withdrawing. One R.C.A.F. squad-
ron led by S/L N. H. Bretz dived from 30,000 feet to en-
gage twelve FWs. they saw climbing beneath them. The
fast-moving dogfight which ensued brought an almost in-
distinguishable melee of FWs. and Spitfires down to
22,000, where the Nazis were joined by about forty more
FWs. Despite the odds, the Canadians pressed the attack
and Bretz and F/L E. A. Bland each destroyed one of the
enemy. P/O N. A. Keene scored a probable and several
which were driven down damaged were allotted to the for-
mation. P/ O G. P. MacKay and Sgt. Miller did not return
from this engagement and Bland and 1. G. Keltie, the two
flight commanders, were wounded but managed to reach
their base, where the former crash-landed.

August 28th saw another expedition, this time against
the aircraft factory at Meaulte, during which enemy fighters
again pressed home their attack. They were, however, no
more successful than in the last encounter and the Canadi-
ans again scored heavily with slight loss to themselves. The
Fortresses carried on their good work despite extremely
heavy and accurate flak from the Forét de Crecy and
dropped their bombs on the allotted target. One of the Ca-
nadian escort squadrons intercepted and drove off an FW.
formation, which attempted to break up the Fortresses,
while the other R.C.A.F. unit was heavily engaged with a
second group of FWs. numbering approximately forty and
fought all the way from Amiens to the middle of the Chan-
nel before the Nazis broke off. Though no enemy aircraft
were seen to crash, P/Os Murray (who was awarded the
D.F.C. for his outstanding work), T. K. Ibbotson, and Mor-
rison, and Flight Sergeant L. F. Foster, were all credited
with probables, while Flight Sergeants A. L. Sinclair and J.
Chapin each damaged one. We suffered the loss of one air-
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craft when Whitham did not return, after being last seen
engaged with an FW. over Amiens. Whitham had distin-
guished himself repeatedly in engagements with the enemy
and his loss was keenly felt.

The Hurricane Fighter Bombers

High flying engagements were not the only operations
carried out by Fighter Command during August. Low level
attacks on aerodromes, factories, encampments, wireless
stations, flak posts, trains and shipping all received due at-
tention. These attacks had, prior to this time, been carried
out by Spitfires working in pairs and sections, but now
strong formations of Hurricanes, fitted with bomb racks,
were sent out with large forces of protecting fighters. Thus
we have an adaptation of the high-level formations to
lowlevel work and the appearance of ground strafing. One
Canadian squadron was the third unit in Fighter Command
to be equipped with Hurri-bombers and under the leader-
ship of Corbett and later S/L R. E. E. Morrow, was used on
this work for some months.

As far back as November 1st, 1941, Corbett had led his
Hurribombers in operations against the enemy. Crossing
the Channel at sea level, they had as their objective on the
first raid Bercksur-Mer, and dropped their bombs on a wide
assortment of targets. Railway lines, junctions and bridges,
freight cars, barges and gun posts alike felt the weight of
the Canadians’ attacks. Three days later the squadron re-
peated the performance against the aerodrome at Berck,
when they bombed the dispersal huts, hangars and a cam-
ouflaged building, which is presumed to have been the sta-
tion mess. Motor launches and barges on the near-by river
also came in for attention.

A week later the Dieppe area was the objective of an at-
tack by the same squadron, and railroad tracks, a bridge, a
power station and an electric pylon were all hit by the 250
Ib. bombs released by the speeding Hurries. A short time
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later the aerodrome at Morlaix was also bombed. Spurred
on by their success the squadron took on new objectives
and turned their attention to shipping off the Cherbourg
peninsula. One particularly notable success was gained in
February 1942 when the squadron under Morrow’s leader-
ship set off on a dusk patrol with shipping at Ile de Batz as
their objective. In all they found five destroyers moving in
line astern off Brest and attacked the last ship in the line.
Our pilots saw their bombs score direct hits, leaving the
vessel badly damaged and down at the stern. It is believed
to have sunk later. Several near misses were scored on a
second ship. This was carried on despite the most intense
flak, but due to their skilful jinking (more politely and offi-
cially known as “taking evasive action”) our airmen suf-
fered no loss.

Both Corbett and Morrow were decorated with the
D.F.C. for their skill and leadership in these attacks and for
the fighting spirit which they not only displayed but which
they also instilled into their squadrons.

Spitfires as Ground Strafers

Spitfires, too, have joined in this low-level ground straf-
ing-one of the most thrilling of all possible pursuits for the
fighter pilot. They also had been first used in this mode of
attack in November 1941, when F/Ls C. Bushell and C. T.
Cantrill and Sgts. E. N. Macdonell and R. A. Ellis, flying at
zero feet, struck across the North Sea to Walcheren Island.
They turned north to Scheveningen, where they attacked a
wireless station and machine-gunned a lorry.

Boomer also led a group of four Spits on a similar at-
tack on barges, on the Canal de Bourbourg, in the Nieuport-
Furnes area. Crossing the French coast at Dunkirk, they
played hide-and-seek among the trees and buildings and
made cannon and machine-gun attacks on four large barges
and several canal locks. Casualties were inflicted on a
group of approximately 100 soldiers in the course of one of
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two attacks on flak gun emplacements. As they sped home,
still at sea level, they fired cannon bursts at a flak ship and
observed several hits on the bridge.

A few weeks later the Spitfires again raided this area,
sweeping along the coast from Dunkirk to Ostend and at-
tacking targets near Braydunes and Coxyde, with both can-
non and machine-gun. On this expedition one section dam-
aged a freight train and an oil tank while the second shot up
a string of barges. In another similar foray, two R.C.A.F.
pilots shot up a ship off Blankenberghe after attacking a
gun post, a freight train and barges.

In August 1942, just after the Dieppe attack, the low-
level experts went out to attend to a group of enemy ships
which had been located by reconnaissance aircraft. Eight
Hurri-bombers escorted by two squadrons of Spits were
used on this trip. The Canadians in the escort made low-
level attacks on four ships of from 1,000 to 1,500 tons and
observed many hits, after which the Hurries came in with
their bombs and added to the confusion by making direct
hits on three of the four vessels.

Air-Sea Rescue Boats

From ground level to 30,000 feet and higher, and from
the Channel to the extreme limit of the aircrafts’ range,
stretches the operational area of Fighter Command. Our
patrols sweep through the Nazi sky, attack him on the
ground, challenge him in the air and strike at all levels
again and again. Such extensive operations cannot be car-
ried out without frequent losses in both pilots and ma-
chines-especially when it is realized that frequently our
machines must tackle the Channel crossing, though seri-
ously damaged; so seriously, in fact, that it is frequently
necessary to ditch them in the drink-in other words to
abandon them over the Channel and take a chance on being
rescued. This practice became so frequent that an Air-Sea
Rescue Service was set up to fish out the pilots who were
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forced to try their hand at swimming home.

These air-sea rescues frequently led to further combats
with the enemy. Indeed, some of the heaviest engagements
of the war have been fought by our fighters in defence of
the rescue boats. When these high-speed launches dash out
in answer to a reported ditching, the Nazi fighters come out
to attack and hamper the work of rescue. More than one
member of the rescue service has given his life in attempt-
ing to save that of another-and possibly of a Hun pilot, for
the rescue service knows neither British nor German when
a man is to be picked out of the water. To guard against
these attacks our fighters are from time to time sent out as
overhead cover for the speed boats.

On September 17th, 1941, several of our fighters were
lost in the operation against Mazingarbe and the rescue
boats were sent out to search for them. Nine Spitfires of an
R.C.AF. unit, guarding the rescue party, caught several
Me. 109s as they were about to dive on a boat and promptly
destroyed two and damaged a third of the attackers. The
“destroyeds” were credited to Lee-Knight and Wood.

Again in December of the same year, Don Morrison,
who has been mentioned so frequently in this chronicle,
destroyed a Me. 109F while protecting a rescue party, as a
member of a Spitfire formation which drove off the Hun
attackers without loss to our side.

In July 1942, W/C Brendan Finucane, D.S.O., D.F.C.,
(known to all and sundry at Paddy) forced-landed his kite
in the Channel on the way home from a mass ground strafe
on northern France. As usual the enemy fighters gathered
round the air-sea rescue boats which went out in search of
the missing wing commander and other pilots who had suf-
fered similar mishaps. About 25 FWs., which made up the
attacking formation, sank one of the launches and set an-
other on fire, just off Boulogne. Morrow had just returned
from a routine formation flight and hearing of the rescue
work in progress volunteered to lead his pilots on escort.
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They found three launches near Le Touquet, one already on
fire from a previous attack, when they were dived upon by
from 15 to 20 enemy fighters flying in pairs and roaring
down from the clouds 4,000 feet above. Morrow and his
squadron formed a defensive circle above the boats and es-
corted them back toward Dover, all the time carrying on a
running fight during which one FW. was destroyed. In this
encounter F/L J. C. Hughes was wounded and baled out but
was picked up by one of the boats.

On scores of other occasions pilots of R.C.A.F. squad-
rons have escorted rescue launches and aircraft on their
missions over the Channel or the North Sea in search of
airmen floating in their dinghies or Mae Wests. And many
of them have themselves been rescued and owe their lives
to the gallantry and self sacrifice of the Air-Sea Rescue
Service.

September

After the excitement of the Dieppe operation the events
of September 1942 seemed relatively less important for the
R.C.AF. squadrons in Fighter Command. Yet the bomber-
fighter operations and offensive sweeps and even the occa-
sional scrambles were not without their moments. True, the
balance sheet for the month shows only three -enemy air-
craft destroyed, with two probables and six damaged for
good measure. But this is no yardstick by which to gauge
the tempo of the war in the air. There was the steady plod-
ding of the Flying Fortresses of the U.S.A.A.F. as they
shuttled back and forth across the Channel by day, to batter
at targets in Northern France and the Netherlands. With
them Canadian squadrons frequently flew as escort. They
went to Rouen on September 5th, to Meaulte on the 6th,
Rotterdam on the 7th and, after a long interval, to Morlaix
on the 26th.

On the first of these operations Don Morrison went to
investigate two aircraft off Dieppe as the Forts were return-
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ing from Rouen. These turned out to be Spitfires, but just
then a FW. 190 heading for France appeared on his left,
and Morrison got behind it. As the Hun did a half roll Don
gave him a burst that sent him spinning down out of con-
trol, giving off dense white smoke, and another probable
was added to an already imposing list. On the following
day, September 6th, tile Fortresses were out again. This
time their objective was the aircraft factory at Meaulte and
two Canadian squadrons formed part of the escort. Some
thirty enemy fighters, attacking in small groups, were able
to harass the bombers and Spitfires. Heavy flak was also
encountered and one of the bombers was lost. A section of
one Canadian squadron became detached on the way in and
was heavily engaged throughout the operation. FS E. L.
Gimbel fired a long burst into a FW. 190 which he pursued
from 27,000 to 21,000 feet before breaking off his attack.
He saw strikes on the wing, fuselage and tail of his oppo-
nent, but the final result was unobserved. The other Cana-
dian squadron had better, though more varied, luck. F/L D.
G. Malloy got a probable, since his opponent was seen by
Keene as it dived straight down streaming black smoke;
Bretz and Boulton each damaged another FW., but Sgt. G.
J. Roan had to bale out and was taken prisoner.

In addition to these operations, the two Spitfire squad-
rons also engaged in several offensive sweeps. On the 16th
they joined in a composite .sweep with two squadrons of
American P. 38s (Lightnings). Over Abbeville one squad-
ron had a brief engagement with thirty or more enemy air-
craft. P/O G. N. Keith turned the tables on two FWs. that
tried to attack from the rear, one of which he sent spiralling
down pouring out smoke. Shortly afterwards Sgt. C. J. Ross
fired a short burst into another FW. that half-rolled and
then dived, emitting black smoke.

Occasionally there were scrambles as unidentified air-
craft appeared over England. Frequently there was no con-
tact, but at 0930 hours on September 2nd, Morrison and FS
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R. Reesor were scrambled and directed to two FWs. flying
due south of Shoreham at 24,000 feet. Morrison closed in
and riddled one with repeated bursts. The FW. flew steadily
on its course in a gentle glide and crossed the French coast
at 2,000 feet. The Spitfire pilot, flying close alongside,
could see the German airman slumped over his controls,
apparently dead: the aircraft had become a flying coffin
carrying the body of its pilot back to France. Meanwhile
Reesor had shot down the second FW., whose pilot baled
out and came down in the Channel. Neptune was more
merciful than Vulcan, for naval launches were soon along-
side to pick the German up. The rescued man thanked his
benefactors in perfect English. The naval crew naturally
assumed that he was an R.A.F. pilot and sent him below to
change into dry clothing, but a few minutes later an excited
sailor came on deck to report that their guest was a Nazi.
Reesor later received his victim’s “Mae West”, suitably
inscribed by the German pilot, as a souvenir of the occa-
sion.

Nine Canadian fighter pilots were awarded gongs in the
month of September. On the 11th the London Gazette pub-
lished the names of C. J. (Nobby) Fee, Fred Green and Phil
Archer. The first-named was characterized as a “fine pilot
and a skilful leader . . . mainly responsible for the high
standard of fighting efficiency of his squadron”. He had
participated in the combined operation at Dieppe and set a
most inspiring example. Green had also been at Dieppe,
two of his three sorties involving low level escort duties.
He had destroyed, up to the time of the- award, one Me.
109E and two FW.190s. The third member of this trio had
destroyed at least four enemy aircraft and on one occasion,
though wounded in the leg, had flown his badly damaged
aircraft back to base and made a skilful landing.

On the 18th F/L J. Whitham, who had been missing
since August 28th, was awarded the D.F.C. He was an ex-
cellent flight commander whose fine qualities were well
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illustrated when leading his section in attacks on enemy
targets.

Four days later two squadron leaders were decorated.
Norm Bretz had completed many operational sorties, in-
cluding four low-level raids in Hurricane bombers during
which two enemy destroyers were severely damaged. He
led his squadron in four sorties at Dieppe, destroying one
enemy aircraft and damaging another. Lloyd Chadburn also
had led his squadron at Dieppe when it accounted for three
enemy aircraft destroyed, one probably destroyed and
seven damaged without loss of squadron personnel. Chad-
burn himself destroyed one E-boat and probably destroyed
a Ju. 88, besides damaging other enemy ships and aircraft.

Ford was awarded a bar to his D.F.C. on the 29th for
his part in the Dieppe operations, during which he had shot
down two FW. 190s. On the same day the name of S/L R.
B. Newton appeared in the Gazette for his leadership of a
Canadian squadron at Dieppe. At the same time Murray,
who had carried out sixty-one operational sorties, was
awarded a D.F.C. to round off an imposing list.

October

October was an active month for R.C.A.F. fighters, but
combats were few. The escorting of bombers continued to
play a prominent part in Fighter Command’s operations and
there was a plethora of low-flying sorties and train-busting
expeditions.

The Canadian squadrons again participated in the large-
scale daylight offensives with which American Fortresses
were becoming associated in the mind of the general pub-
lic. In an attack by forty-eight of these heavy bombers on
the aircraft factory at Meaulte on October 2nd, two of the
Canadian squadrons formed part of the close escort, while
three other Canadian squadrons had a part in the diversion-
ary expeditions. Only one of the squadrons had any luck.
Morrison (now a F/L) surprised a Me. 109F which he at-
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tacked with cannon and machine-gun fire. There was a vio-
lent explosion in the Me.’s port wing and the Hun went
down in a vertical dive, probably destroyed. Cosburn (now
a P/O) damaged a FW. 190 in the same engagement. Ree-
sor, however, failed to return from the operation. A week
later a powerful armada of Forts, the largest ever sent out
up to that date, struck at the Lille-Fives locomotive works.
Again two Canadian squadrons formed part of the escort,
which also included three units of Lightnings. Several en-
gagements with the enemy took place without loss to the
allied formations. Murray and Gimbel shot down a FW.
which was seen to crash, and Murray damaged a second
fighter of the same type. Our pilots destroyed five and the
Americans forty-eight. Once again three Canadian squad-
rons flew together in a diversionary operation but failed to
lure any of the enemy into the air. In the attacks on Le
Havre on the 15th and 16th and on the submarine base at
Lorient on the 21st, Canadian pilots were not involved in
combat; nor did they encounter the enemy when two squad-
rons formed part of the cross-Channel escort for the Lan-
casters that raided Milan by daylight on the 24th.
Train-busting and ground strafing played a greater part
in Canadian fighter activity in October. P/O L. W. Powell
with Sgt. W. H. Tape and P/O J. Moul with P/O R. A.
Buckham made up two well-known teams that attacked
trains, wireless masts, camps, truck convoys, troops and
other objectives, the destruction of which added further to
the discomfiture of the Germans. A/V/M Leigh-Mallory
sent a special message of congratulation to Powell and
Tape after their show on the 14th, and another to the eight
pilots who with Fee attacked a hutted camp at Abbeville
on the 25th and left it covered by a pall of smoke. An idea
of the nature of these raids can be obtained from a list of
objectives attacked by Powell and Tape in the St. Aubin
area on the 23rd: these included a motor vehicle, two en-
gines, a lorry, an automobile, a tower, two flak posts and
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three electric pylons. Unfortunately the team of Moul and
Buckham was broken up when, after shooting up a group
of blockhouses in the St. Valery-en-Caux and Rue areas
(N. of Etaples), Moul was seen to bale out ten or twelve
miles off the French coast. Minefields prevented rescue
boats reaching him as he floated in the sea, and a Walrus
rescue aircraft was unable to land because of the heavy
seas running.

Meantime squadron commands were changed and units
were moved from one station to another as it was sought to
give now this one, now that, a period of rest in a relatively
inactive sector. How a squadron was moved about can best
be illustrated by following the peregrinations of one. From
South Wales to Kent in the first week of the month and
back again for a few days of convoy patrols, then the
squadron pilots were sent to Wiltshire for three days and
later returned to South Wales. In the last week of the month
they moved to another Welsh station only to be sent back to
Wiltshire again. Returning to Wales, they ended up, after
one more move, on the station from which they had origi-
nally set out at the beginning of the month. The astonishing
thing is that while all these moves were taking place they
found time to chase the odd enemy aircraft, provide support
cover for Fortresses, and follow a routine of convoy pa-
trols, scrambles and ground-strafing patrols. A month in
which the squadron’s activities do not make the headlines
is not a month of inactivity by any means. The score of
casualties inflicted on the enemy for October was one de-
stroyed, one probably destroyed, and two damaged, which
was not bad considering the infrequency with which the
enemy was seen.

There was one award of the D.F.C. during this period,
Hodson’s name appearing in the London Gazette on the
2nd for the inspiration he gave the squadron he com-
manded. The success of the squadron was in no small
measure due to his leadership.
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November

November was not such a good month. In the first place
seven Canadian pilots were lost to the enemy’s two. Fur-
thermore, the weather was very bad for flying, which seri-
ously handicapped large scale offensive operations and ac-
counts for the preponderance of smaller low-level attacks in
the record for the month. One squadron reported no flying
on sixteen days. Again, two of the squadrons were with-
drawn from operations throughout the period. Despite pre-
vailing unfavourable conditions there were days when
something could be attempted. The opportunity was never
missed. In the early part of the month R.C.A.F. fighter pi-
lotstook part in five large-scale operations. On the first two
the few Huns seen in the air dived away and refused com-
bat, but on the 8th and 10th the Luftwaffe regained confi-
dence and mixed it with our pilots. On the first of these oc-
casions, when Forts set out with the locomotive works at
Lille as their objective, two Canadian squadrons acted as
forward support. Two FW. 190s were sighted behind and
below by Morrison, who led his section down to the attack.
More enemy aircraft then appeared and a fight began. One
FW. went down in flames, but neither Morrison nor P/O D.
R. Manley returned. At the time he was lost Don Morrison
was the leading R.C.A.F. fighter pilot in Fighter Command,
with six enemy aircraft destroyed.! From the same opera-
tion the C.O. of another Canadian squadron, S/L. F. C.
Willis and his wing man, Sgt. C. A. Davis, failed to return.
They were last seen at 20,000 feet over France.

Though Canadian squadrons were out on the 9th their
activities led to no engagements, but on the next day there
was action again. Hodson, leading one of the supporting
wings, saw four FWs. three miles west of Fécamp. He and
Gimbel (recently promoted to P/O) attacked one which
took a headlong dive towards the sea and was subsequently

" These included three shared with other pilots; he also had many
“probables” and “damaged” to his credit.
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confirmed as destroyed.

Locomotive-busting got off to a flying start on the 3rd,
with twelve pilots heading for the enemy coast and returning
with a score of six engines. The team of Powell and Tape
crossed the Channel to St. Valery, where they attacked a
freight train, leaving it enveloped in steam, and also fired
bursts into two lorries, a motor car and a pylon. Three hours
later the same pair brought two freight trains to a stop eight
miles from Fécamp, with the usual clouds of steam pouring
from the damaged boilers. On the 7th, four pilots accounted
for five locomotives and three gun positions; two others
made strikes on two engines and fired on a large lorry and a
pylon. Powell and Sgt. W. H. Spence, flying between Isigny
and Bayeux, found a large freight engine on which each pilot
made five attacks before the engine blew up. They then fired
on two more which came to a stop enveloped in steam. On
the same day F/L R. A. Ellis and WO D. J. McCrimmon
fired on three engines; one exploded, the second ejected
steam in many places, while strikes were observed on the
third. McCrimmon also scored hits on a pylon. But the
weather held up trainbusting as it held up everything else.
On the 25th, however, Powell was out again, this time with
Sgt. W. D. Pagan, attacking two engines in a freight yard at
Etretat and damaging two more further up the line. Pagan
apparently was hit by flak in the attack on the freight yards
and Powell lost his number two. Three days later the same
thing happened again, when Spence failed to return from an
expedition to Isigny on which two locomotives and a small
shunting engine were damaged. But it should not be as-
sumed that these activities were centred solely on the French
coast. Several squadrons undertook missions when their field
of operations extended over the whole coastal area of north-
ern France, Belgium and Holland. It was while on such a
flight on the 20th , to the Dutch coast, that F/L V. F. Patter-
son, who had become separated from his companions, was
presumably shot down.



80 THE R.CA.F. OVERSEAS

Whenever weather permitted there was the usual round
of convoy and standing patrols, with an occasional scram-
ble as an unidentified aircraft was reported in the vicinity.
None of these sorties resulted in any incidents.

December

Bad weather continued to hamper offensive operations
in December. Squadrons in the more remote parts of the
country logged as little as two-and-a-half hours’ opera-
tional flying for November and three for December to the
200 or 300 hours of those in the more active theatres of op-
erations. A Canadian squadron in Lincolnshire did manage
to get a part in an attack on the Phillips electrical works at
Eindhoven; in a sweep over Dunkirk, Boulogne and Le
Tréport on the 12th; an operation to Den Helder on the list
and another attack on Den Helder two days later; but the
R.C.AF. pilots reported neither enemy aircraft nor flak
during any of their sorties.

With the Canadian wing operating in the south it was
otherwise, though two of these squadrons got off to a bad
start on the 4th. Between Marquise and Audruicq, as the
wing was turning to withdraw from the patrol area, a num-
ber of the enemy dived (smoke trails had been seen earlier
at some height above the Spitfires). Frost was coating the
outside of the windshields and hoods, the outside tempera-
ture being about 50° below zero, and one Canadian squad-
ron became completely broken up. The higher squadron
kept together and covered the withdrawal as our Spitfires
fought their way out. Four pilots did not return, Sgts. B.
Nickel, H. Batters, R. B. Honeycombe and H. E. McGraw.
Batters baled out over France and Nickel was seen to crash
before the engagement began. P/O J. W. Fiander was
wounded in the left knee and had to abandon his kite over
the Channel, but was picked up by an air-sea rescue boat.
The losses, however, were offset at least in part by the vic-
tories of Fee (now a W/C), F/O H. A. Simpson and Keene.
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The wing commander had become detached from the
squadrons when his hood frosted up; he ordered his wing to
reassemble over Boulogne and while flying in that direction
saw four FWs. on the tail of a lone Spitfire. He followed,
fired, and caused the Jerries to turn off; one FW., which
had been hit at the port wing root, broke away in a spiral
dive and was probably destroyed. The other three dived
away inland. Simpson, who lost consciousness due to oxy-
gen failure just before the action began, recovered at
15,000 feet and pulled out of his involuntary dive. While he
was looking for his squadron two FWs. made a head-on
attack and two others closed in from the rear. After a des-
perate combat, in which he saw his bursts damage two of
the enemy, Simpson broke clear, dived for the Channel and
crossed at sea level. His aircraft had been struck by ma-
chine-gun fire during the action, however, and the engine,
out of oil, seized, forcing him to crash-land at Lydd. Keene
had also lost his formation when his hood became com-
pletely iced over, and went into a spin. When his wind-
screen cleared he was alone, with a lot of FWs. about.
Keene pounced on three below him, opened fire on one and
pumped lead until his ammunition was exhausted. The FW.
began to smoke as it headed vertically for the ground. The
Spitfire pilot watched it until it crashed into a small wood
near Samer. More FWs. then started in pursuit, but he out-
climbed them and headed .for the white cliffs.

A sortie on the 6th, in which Lille was bombed, netted
nothing; but on the 12th, when American heavy bombers
attacked targets at Rouen, there was an engagement be-
tween FWs. and one of the Canadian squadrons, as a result
of which a Spitfire and a FW. were seen heading straight
down for the sea at 2,000 feet. Patches of oil were seen on
the water and P/O S. W. Pearce did not return. In a later
phase of the same operation, as the squadrons were return-
ing across the Channel, Cosburn dived on the tail of a FW.
that was returning to France on the deck. He gave it a burst
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and black smoke came out of it, but his windscreen clouded
up and when he climbed away he could no longer see the
FW. He was credited with a damaged.

On the 20th, in another attack on the Romilly aircraft
park, six Canadians came to the protection of a Fortress
crew who were baling out over Dieppe and P/O W. B.
Needham scored hits on a FW. that was driven inland over
France obviously damaged.

A mass low-level attack by Spitfires on the Fécamp-Le
Havre area at the beginning of the month netted an army
lorry, a machine-gun post and two freight engines. A week
later Gimbel and Chapin scored hits on a train near Bayeux.
Apart from this, other minor offensive operations proved
uneventful.

Defensively the usual patrols were carried out, Cosburn
emptying his cannons and machine-guns into a FW. near
Hastings on the 11th. The enemy aircraft crashed into the
sea. As three others tried to get revenge, F/O T. K. Ibbotson
came to the rescue and drove them off, damaging one.

The month’s score sheet showed two enemy aircraft de-
stroyed, one probable and five damaged, for five of ours
missing and one pilot wounded. For the year the R.C.A.F.
day fighter squadrons in Great Britain had a score of 40
enemy aircraft destroyed, 26 probables and 93 damaged.
The really important question is, however, “Did we succeed
in keeping the enemy squadrons tied down in the West,
thereby relieving pressure elsewhere?” The answer to that
question is obviously in the affirmative.

1943

January
The new year opened with a very active month for
four of the R.C.A.F. fighter squadrons. Despite very unfa-
vourable weather conditions there were sweeps and
ground strafes and the usual run of patrols. The enemy
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seemed reluctant to engage. Perhaps our new flight forma-
tion puzzled them. Only once in the nine times in which
our fighters participated in operations did the enemy show
signs of fight. On the 13th, after a late morning foray
which passed without incident, two Canadian squadrons
refuelled and took off to patrol the Sangatte-Dunkirk area
while Fortresses were attacking Lille. Nine FWs. were
seen but they were in no mood to fight. A Me. 109F, how-
ever, succeeded in getting on the tail of F/O (recently
commissioned) Hugh Godefroy’s Spitfire before the pilot
realized that the aircraft coming up behind him was hos-
tile-it was the first time in over two months that Messer-
schmitt fighters had been seen in that area. The German’s
burst damaged Godefroy’s machine but he flew back
safely to base. The score was evened by P/O O. R. Brown,
who damaged a FW. 190.

Offensive sweeps by fighter aircraft to Abbeville and
Cherbourg on the 21st and 23rd stirred up plenty of flak but
no fighter opposition. But if the sweeps were unproductive,
thrills were supplied by low-flying ground-strafing attacks.
Altogether some thirty freight engines and numerous other
targets sustained damage as a result of these raids, while
four FWs. were destroyed and seven damaged in the course
of a single attack. January 17th had opened with a sweep by
three squadrons in the Le TréportAbbeville area, during
which four locomotives had been attacked. Four FWs. had,
indeed, been seen, but there were no engagements. Less
than two hours after their return the Canadian squadrons set
out to repeat the operation in the St. Valery region. While
they were attacking locomotives and other ground targets
they were bounced by a score of FW. 190s, who dived out
of the sun. Many individual dogfights resulted as the fight-
ers swirled about above Bolbec. Fee, who led both the
day’s operations, took the brunt of the attack and both he
and his number two, F/O M. J. Sunstrum, were lost. The
wing commander was heard to say over his R/T, “I’m hit,
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fellows, and I'm going out”.' P/O A. M. Skinner was also
missing on this operation. Three unidentified aircraft were
seen to dive into the water off Fécamp, but whether they
were friendly or hostile our pilots could not say.

The other Spitfires quickly avenged the loss of their
leader. Fred Kelly (now a S/L) destroyed one FW. while
Dick Ellis pursued another which, attempting evasive ac-
tion, half rolled too close to the ground and crashed. A third
FW. was destroyed by Gimbel and a fourth by Malloy (now
promoted to S/L). In addition, seven FWs. were damaged
by Godefroy, P/Os E. J. Ross (two), M. Johnston, and
McCrimmon (recently commissioned), WO J. D. Mitchner
and FS F. B. Evans. A week later an attack by one squad-
ron on ground targets resulted in damage to trains and flak
posts. Sgt. J. R. McLeod, who was later reported a prisoner
of war, was lost on that operation.

Defensive patrols in general proved uneventful, but one
on the 20th provided some excitement for Godefroy and
MacDonald. These two officers were on sentry duty be-
tween Beachy Head and Shoreham when they saw thirty or
more FW. 190s coming over the Channel from the hills
west of Newhaven. The Germans were returning from a
daylight low-level raid on the outskirts of London, in re-
taliation for an attack on Berlin. Climbing to the Jerries’
altitude Godefroy engaged one which crashed into the sea
off Friston, while MacDonald damaged two more.

There was a certain amount of shifting to and fro during
the month, so that some squadrons might be sent to more
active zones of operation and others given a well-deserved
rest. Usually the “rest” meant maintaining convoy patrols
and conducting sea searches. Occasionally something hap-

! Three weeks later the London Gazette announced the award of a
bar to W/C Fee’s D.F.C. The citation commended him as a “brilliant
leader who has set a splendid example of courage and determination”,
who had always shown “exceptional enthusiasm to engage the enemy
and remarkable coolness under fire”.
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pened as when, on January 2nd, two pilots hunting for sur-
vivors of a ship that had been sunk, found two men floating
in a lifeboat in a very rough sea and directed a vessel to
their rescue. Flying other than operational usually meant
formation flying, aerobatics, cine-gun exercises and the
like, which necessarily involved a certain amount of risk.
Though there were occasional fatalities, on the whole train-
ing casualties were very low.

Three new gongs were awarded to Canadian fighter
personnel in January. Dick Ellis had taken part in 58 sorties
over enemy territory and assisted in damaging five locomo-
tives. He had shared in the destruction of one enemy air-
craft and damaged several more. L. W. Powell had taken
part in many operational sorties too, more recently being
engaged in low-level attacks over northern France during
which he severely damaged nineteen locomotives. The
third member of the trio, Cosburn, had taken part in numer-
ous operational sorties, had destroyed one enemy aircraft,
shared in the destruction of another and damaged still oth-
ers.

February

For some of the fighter squadrons the month of Febru-
ary was devoted mainly to training and practice. Their in-
frequent scrambles usually ended in establishing the iden-
tity of a suspect aircraft as friendly; at any rate they had no
contact with the enemy. One of these squadrons was taken
off operational flying early in the month, a step which pre-
cluded any score on their part against the Hun.

The other squadrons, situated in the south of England,
led a much more exciting life. Bomber escorts and sweeps
and the usual low-flying over ground targets by individual
pilots occurred with great frequency. The escorting opera-
tions were for the most part uneventful, but occasionally
some fighting developed. On February 3rd, for instance,
while Canadian squadrons were escorting Venturas to St.
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Omer, a number of FWs. were seen coming up from below
to engage the bombers when Boulton led his squadron in to
attack and was himself attacked by many more FWs. He
notified the wing leader that he needed help. His squadron
then engaged in a running fight all the way to the coast at
Calais. Three officers failed to return, F/Os R. J. Turp, J.
McKendy and J. P. Gofton, the last named being subse-
quently reported a prisoner of war. Buckham shot down
one FW. and Boulton probably destroyed another. F/ O J.
Rainville, after breaking off an engagement with one FW.,
found another on his tail. His adventure is perhaps best told
in his own words:

There was another FW. 190 on my tail which fired at
roughly 350 yards, his gunfire striking my petrol tank and
my starboard aileron. My trimming tabs were gone and I
had gunshot in my leg. He broke away and when I looked
for my squadron I could not see them. The only Spitfire I
could see was one six or seven miles away; black smoke
was pouring out of it and it was heading for the Channel. I
was attacked by FW. 190s several times but shook them off
and dropped for cloud cover to 8,000 feet. I came out just
north of Boulogne, . . . on arriving at the coast there were
four FW. 190s waiting about 2,000 feet above me. They
commenced the attack and I dodged them as best I could by
skidding. At this point I found my guns to be unserviceable.
I couldn’t use my engine violently as my oil temperature
was rising and most of my gauges were unserviceable, al-
though my engine functioned. As I couldn’t climb I started
diving slowly, opening to full bore, trying to get to the Eng-
lish coast. I started giving a Mayday, giving in error Yellow
2 as my call. I had a reply to this asking for my course and
height. I replied that I was steering due west and at about
3,000 feet. My engine commenced to surge and I decided to
bale out. By this time I was halfway across the Channel.
The FW. 190s were still attacking, hitting the aircraft all
over. I gave another Mayday saying I was baling out. I did
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not attempt to do so immediately as the FW. 190s were still
attacking. They must have hit my radio shortly before this,
as at this time I tried to give another Mayday unsuccess-
fully. I pulled out my R/T plug and unhooked my oxygen
apparatus and threw my helmet away. The enemy then
turned back to France and as they did so my engine failed. I
was then too low to bale out. I was by that time near
Goodwin Sands, and I decided to ditch the aircraft. I have
no idea of my speed on hitting the water as my A.S.I. was
unserviceable. I was still wearing my harness as I touched
the water; my under-carriage was up. The only injury I re-
ceived at this time was a scratched nose. I climbed out im-
mediately and inflated my dinghy and sat on the fuselage of
the aircraft, remaining in this position, there being only 3 or
4 feet of water over the sands. 1 removed the petrol cap and
stuck the telescope flag in the tank. The time was approxi-
mately 1545 hours. At once I saw 7 or 8 Spitfires coming
from seawards almost over Manston at about 5,000 feet. I
fired a rocket signal and apparently they failed to notice it
as they gave no sign of recognition. Approximately 45
minutes later I saw two Typhoons flying North. I fired an-
other signal and they circled me. Shortly after, the R.A.F.
rescue launch came. I had to walk more than half a mile as
they could not approach closer. I was taken aboard and
taken to land.

On the 13th there were two operations to bomb docks
and shipping at Boulogne. In these a number of Canadian
squadrons participated, but like one on the 10th they turned
out to be uneventful. On the 15th there were engagements
with FWs. This time the operation was directed against
docks and shipping at Dunkirk. As one of the Canadian
squadrons was over the Goodwin Sands at 19,000 feet it
was attacked by 20 FW. 190s. The squadron was ordered to
break off and a general mélée ensued. F/L C. M. Magwood
made a starboard-quarter attack on a FW. 190, firing two
bursts of cannon and machine-gun. He saw grayish white
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smoke pour back from the engine when the aircraft rolled
over and started to spin to the left. Magwood was credited
with one aircraft damaged. Ford, flying the aircraft Cana-
dian Pacific, had bursts on four enemy aircraft but saw
strikes on only one, from which large pieces fell away. This
officer was also credited with one damaged.

There were two fighter-bomber operations again on the
26th. The first, to Dunkirk, was uneventful, but in the after-
noon while flying at 35,000 feet over Le Touquet, Keltie
damaged one FW. 190. On the 27th a similar expedition
directed at Dunkirk resulted in a conflict in which one
squadron acted as bait to lure twelve FWs. into a position
where another Canadian squadron could bounce them. The
stratagem succeeded. During the encounter three separate
splashes were seen in the sea. Three FWs. were destroyed,
one by Gimbel, who saw the enemy’s starboard wing col-
lapse before it crashed into the sea. The pilot did not bale
out. P/O L. M. Cameron got onto the tail of the second Hun
and saw his adversary spin down after a number of strikes
on the fuselage. A splash in the sea was observed in this
case too. The third one was the victim of Ford, who saw a
stream of white stuff, which may have been petrol, coming
from the enemy just before it rolled to starboard, flicked
back and forth and gave off a stream of black smoke. At
this juncture a splash in the sea was observed by another
pilot. Ford was credited with a damaged when he fired a
long burst of cannon and machine-gun into another FW.
190 and saw strikes and flashes all along the wings and fu-
selage. The enemy aircraft climbed a bit, rolled and dived
away to port. Unfortunately F/L P. T. O’Leary was pre-
sumably shot down about this time. An air-sea rescue
search was conducted over the area of combat but O’Leary
was not found.

In a sweep over north-eastern France on the 8th the Ca-
nadian squadrons encountered no enemy aircraft but they
did report heavy and accurate flak. On the 16th, however,
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in the second sweep of the day, about forty FWs. were re-
ported at Gris Nez. At 28,000 feet one squadron, after
breaking off to evade two unidentified aircraft astern which
turned out to be Spitfires, discovered that Brown, F/O S. M.
Connacher and F/O Williamson were missing. Near Le
Touquet a dozen FW. 190s were seen and as the Spitfires
were about to engage, another eight were observed. The
two groups eluded combat but the first subsequently tried
to bounce the Spitfires, as a result of which Keene damaged
one.

The month of February also saw a certain amount of
ground strafing. MacDonald and F/O R. Wozniak on the
11th attacked a locomotive near Tourniéres; MacDonald,
with his vision hampered by oil on the windscreen, struck a
tree, part of which was rammed into his radiator and carried
back across the Channel. His throttle was jammed but he
made a fine landing without engine. Gimbel and P/O H. J.
Dowding attacked a train in the Dieppe area. F/O H.
Westhaver and P/O W. T. Lane attacked a locomotive near
Le Tréport and another in freight yards near Gamaches.
Westhaver climbed sharply to avoid a chimney, his aircraft
emitting a puff of black smoke. At 1,500 feet he jettisoned
his hood and baled out, his parachute coming into full
bloom at about 1,000 feet. Two days later FS Goudie and
Sgt. W. J. Kinnaird made quite a name for themselves by
damaging six locomotives. On a second trip Goudie had the
misfortune to have his aircraft hit by flak and then strike a
tree. He was able to get back, however, and made a good
landing. On the 18th P/O H. A. Terris and FS R. W. La-
mont attacked two light gun posts and a flak tower at Ste.
Héleéne and damaged two stationary goods engines at Cany-
Barville. On the 28th P/ O Siddall and Lamont set off on a
ground strafe but Lamont had to ditch in the Channel. Sid-
dall orbited until the arrival of an air-sea rescue aircraft and
his partner was picked up.

Besides ground strafing, Canadian pilots participated in
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a number of air-sea rescue patrols, scrambles, weather re-
connaissance flights and the like. The weather at this time
of the year is not always good and for the week of February
18th-25th there was practically no operational flying at all.
At other times planned operations had to be called off at the
last minute. Nevertheless Canadian squadrons put in a
fairly full month.

On the second of the month awards were made to two
Canadian officers who had distinguished themselves on
operations. The first of these, Malloy, had taken part in a
large number of sorties and as his citation truly said, “he
was an outstanding leader whose skill and devotion to duty
have set an example worthy of high praise”. The second,
Fred Kelly, had also completed a large number of opera-
tional sorties, including a number of low-level machine-gun
raids on ground targets and several fighter-bomber attacks.

March

March was one of the quietest months in the winter of
1942-43. One squadron reported “No flying” on half the
days of the month. Another was exclusively employed in
army manoeuvres and training. Others, after spending part
of the month on the same manoeuvres, got into inconclu-
sive actions with the enemy or spent their time on patrols
and reconnaissance sorties or in formation flying and ciné-
gun exercises.

One sortie, to Amiens on the 13th, resulted in encoun-
ters with FW. 190s, in one of which Cameron and
McCrimmon attacked a group of three enemy aircraft. In
this action one FW. Was damaged but McCrimmon’s en-
gine caught fire, probably due to enemy action. When last
heard from, McCrimmon informed his No. 1 of his trouble
but was not seen again. Ford attacked a FW. with several
persistent bursts of cannon and machine-gun fire, finally
closing to fifty yards. He saw strikes all over the aircraft,
the whole of the cockpit was blown off and a gaping hole
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appeared behind the pilot’s seat. Bits kept flying off both
sides and then there was a large orange explosion in each
wing as though the ammunition drums had been hit. Every-
thing seemed to crumble up. Half the starboard wing fell
off and the port wing crumbled away. The aircraft then
turned over sideways and dropped straight down, hardly
recognizable. Thus another victory was chalked up to Ford
and the good old Canadian Pacific. Near the French coast
P/O C. G. Cumming gave a Mayday and was not seen
again; Sgt. R. Dunbar, who had been alternately lagging
behind and catching up, was presumably shot down near
Grandvilliers." One last effort was made by the FWs. to get
Ford, who had momentary engine trouble when crossing
the coast. Five of the enemy dived out of the sun on the
tails of Ford and Lane. A considerable dogfight ensued and
it was all the Canadian pilots could do to avoid being shot
down. Lane’s aircraft sustained hits on the hood and round
the cockpit before the enemy gave up and dived away.

Of interest in this action were the tactics of one enemy
pilot observed by Ford. This pilot flew about 3,000 feet
above the squadron, dived toward the bombers that Ford
and his squadron were protecting, and then got chased out
of sight only to reappear 3,000 feet above as before. This
manoeuvre was repeated several times despite a variety of
dodges designed to trap him; but he was obviously an ex-
perienced pilot engaged in studying our formation and tac-
tics. He ran no needless risks and made no determined at-
tacks. He lived to fight another day.

Sgt. H. E. Morrow made his first sweep on this occa-
sion. On landing he told Magwood, his leader, in correct
R/T procedure, that he was all right, got out of his aircraft
and sauntered away with his hands in his pockets. The
wings and tail of his machine had been ripped off as he
landed under high tension wires, across a ditch and a road,

' P/O Cumming was subsequently reported by the international
Red Cross as killed.
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through a fence and a young forest of trees each of which
was four inches in diameter. It might be mentioned that of
the whole squadron only three were able to return to base;
the rest, being short of petrol, had to land elsewhere. Mor-
row was one of these last.

Most of the other operations carried out during the
month were devoid of incident. On the 8th, however, Cana-
dian squadrons were escorting Fortresses back from Rennes
when a pair of FWs. flew alongside Godefroy’s section.
Godefroy waited until he found himself up-sun of one and
then attacked. He saw strikes in the cockpit area and the
port cannon exploded. The 190 rolled over and spun down:
Magwood saw it crash into the ground. MacDonald saw
two FW. 190s coming in behind his section, but when Ford
broke, the 190s turned away. MacDonald, now in good po-
sition, gave a short cannon burst and followed it up with a
long one a few seconds later. He saw a huge piece near the
cockpit, and the wing, fall off and finally he saw a splash in
the water. This aircraft was obviously destroyed. Cumming
scored strikes on another FW. and as it pulled up into a stall
Magwood had a point-blank shot at it. Cumming followed
up with a good burst, scoring further strikes on fuselage
and wing. Other pilots reported seeing the aircraft diving
steeply and the FW. was claimed as damaged.

Later in the month P/O R. T. Heeney engaged in a dog-
fight over the Channel. He made no claim but later, on the
evidence of his camera, he was awarded one FW. 190 dam-
aged.

A dispatch filed by F/L Basil Dean, a public relations
officer, on the 30th, is of sufficient interest to quote in full,
particularly in view of its reference to the mutual relations
of aircrew and ground personnel:

Members of the R.C.A.F. Spitfire squadron which is commanded
by Squadron Leader L. S. Ford, D.F.C., of Liverpool, N.S., have just
celebrated their second anniversary. The unit was the first R.C.AF.
squadron to be formed overseas, as distinct from the three original
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squadrons which came over as complete units, and was founded in the
spring of 1941. Now attached to the R.C.A.F. fighter wing, the squad-
ron celebrated its second birthday with a banquet which was attended
by all squadron members as well as by Group Captain Fenton, D.S.O.,
D.F.C,, R.AF. Station Commander, and Wing Commander J. E. John-
son, D.F.C., who recently took over leadership of the wing. Both these
officers are members of the R.A.F. Squadron Leader Ford, who has
commanded the squadron since last August, first served with it as a
pilot officer in 1941, and is one of the original members. (He flew with
Hurricane bomber squadrons of the R.C.A.F. and the R.A.F. during the
winter of 1941 and the spring and early summer of 1942.) In his speech
at the celebration, he recalled that the squadron started off with Toma-
hawks, but was later converted to Spitfires, on which it has carried out
all its operational flying. The best day’s work it ever did was over
Dieppe, he said. (The squadron destroyed five enemy aircraft that day
and probably destroyed or damaged many others.) “As for that day,” he
added, “all I can say is "Thank God we had ground crews,” because
they made the job possible. I want to say how much we appreciate the
work of the people commonly known as erks. Pilots come and pilots
g0, but erks seem to go on forever.” Today the squadron is flying the
newest model Spitfire and has chalked up many successes since it be-
came part of the R.C.A.F. Fighter Wing.

One other event of the month worthy of record was the
award of the D.F.C. to Gimbel, an American in the
R.C.AF. He had taken part in a large number of sorties
over enemy territory and had destroyed one enemy aircraft,
shared in the destruction of another, probably destroyed
two more, shared in a probable, damaged one and shared in
damaging another. He had also damaged four locomotives.
It was a well-deserved gong.

April

Squadrons in quiet sectors had little or no action in
April. Indeed, one squadron had no engagement with the
enemy at all, though there were occasional scrambles. One
did participate in an uneventful diversionary sweep, and
shepherded straying ships, dispersed by stormy weather,
back to their convoys. Another put in over 1,000 hours of
training. Even in those areas where the tempo of warfare
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was normally faster, operations for some squadrons were
totally unproductive.

April Ist was the silver jubilee of the Royal Air Force
and those squadrons that did get into action did their best to
make the month a memorable one. No effort was spared to
engage the enemy wherever he could be found. One squad-
ron alone shot down eleven FWs. and damaged another.
There was the usual escorting of bombers. On the 13th, Ca-
nadian squadrons acted as escort cover and close escort for
Ventura bombers attacking freight yards at Abbeville. A
score of FWs. were sighted flying in line abreast at
17/18,000 feet, but on being approached by the Spitfires
they half-rolled and dived away inland. It was the same
story on the 16th. Eight or more FWs. and Me. 109s were
seen near St. Inglevert, but though our fighters turned to
engage, they could not close within range. The next day to
some extent made up for this. There was a bright sun and
very slight haze with no clouds, as once more the Canadian
squadrons acted as escort cover and close escort to Ventura
bombers which had the freight yards at Abbeville as their
objective. Some of them engaged a small number of enemy
aircraft but made no claims. The others, however, climbed
to 33,000 feet and bounced about fifteen FWs. near Le Tré-
port. Godefroy picked on one and gave it a burst of cannon
fire. He saw the port cannon magazine explode and ob-
served hits on the fuselage in front of the pilot. The enemy
spun down and burst into flames and the pilot baled out. As
Godefroy climbed back again he saw another FW. go into
the sea with a parachute going down close by. This was
probably the victim of P/O P. K. Gray, who had dived with
Godefroy and attacked the port aircraft of the Hun forma-
tion. He fired and the enemy went into a half roll. He fired
again and the FW. went down in a spiral emitting white
smoke. The enemy pilot baled out and the aircraft dived
into the sea.

There was a second operation on the same day, this
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time to Caen freight yards. On the way back there was an
engagement with four Me. 109s and four FW. 190s. Boul-
ton destroyed one Me. 109F, while pilots of another squad-
ron engaged the FW. 190s. Magwood led P/O F. C.
McWilliams in to the attack on the FWs. One enemy air-
craft pulled up sharply through the attacking Spitfires and
then turned sharp right towards the French coast. Magwood
half-rolled down on top of the 190, which also half-rolled
down but did so too low. The enemy pilot tried to aileron
out but it was too late and he crashed into the sea. Neither
Magwood nor McWilliams had fired a shot. Godefroy,
about to fire on a FW., had to pull up sharply to avoid a
collision with a number of Spitfires which broke across
him. He afterwards saw two disturbances in the sea, one of
which was certainly where an aircraft had gone in, being
vividly stained with green. The other might have been
made by the pilot of this or some other aircraft. Besides this
incident, F/O N. R. Fowlow fired at a Me. 109 which
pulled up and then dived away in front of him. He saw no
results and made no claim. P/O D. H. Dover also saw a Me.
109 climbing into the sun and fired at it from the beam, but
due to the sun could see no results. As he turned away he
came almost head-on at a FW. 190 which was diving to-
wards the French coast below him. He fired at short range
but saw no hits. However, Brown, who was behind him,
saw the 190 dive. into the sea. On the evidence available it
appeared that the various sections of the squadron were all
involved with the same FW. 190, with no pilot appearing to
have accounted for it definitely. For that reason the whole
squadron shared in the credit for destroying one FW. 190.

Under the term sweeps a great variety of activities is in-
cluded. These actions sometimes involved hundreds of air-
craft while others were undertaken by pairs or even by a
single pilot. The morning of the 3rd, fighter squadrons went
to Ostend and returned without incident; but in the after-
noon, in a sweep over the St. Omer area, about a score of
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FW. 190s appeared in fours line abreast at slightly stag-
gered heights and in excellent position for a bounce. The
Canadians attacked. Ford sent one of the FWs. down in a
tight spin as it poured black smoke and flames from the
cockpit, which gradually enveloped the whole aircraft “like
a ball of fire”. Magwood got in a burst on another, causing
a series of flashes and flames from cannon strikes all round
the centre section of the fuselage and wings. Chunks flew
off and then the whole aircraft disintegrated, leaving only a
black cloud hanging in the air.! MacDonald also attacked a
FW., causing its port oleo leg to drop and the coop to fly
backwards. There was a streak of white beside the aircraft
which he recognized as a parachute. W/C Johnson, who
was leading the wing, also destroyed one FW. Meantime
Boulton’s squadron was also engaged, and its leader de-
stroyed one FW. 190, Buckham and Keene probably de-
stroyed one, and F/O J. A. Rae damaged another. Unfortu-
nately F/O A. M. Watson failed to return, the only casualty
on that day, though P/O C. S. Pope’s aircraft sustained
damage from flak in the earlier operation.

The next day also proved exciting. One squadron saw
30-40 FW. 190s, but there was no engagement. Another,
acting as first withdrawal cover for Fortresses returning
from Billancourt, observed one of the Forts spinning down
as FWs. made head-on attacks in pairs and fours. The Ca-
nadians came to the rescue and attacked. Ford closed in on
one FW. to about 200 yards and gave it a long burst. A big
explosion followed and fragments of the aircraft began to
fly off. The wheels came down and the whole front of the
aircraft was engulfed in solid yellow flame. The port wing

"F/L C. M. Magwood was awarded the D.F.C. on 18th May, 1943.
His citation in the London Gazette states that while escorting bombers
he met much opposition, shooting down two enemy aircraft, and that on
the previous day he-had caused another to disintegrate in the air. He
had completed 51 sorties and h:id shown great courage and devotion to
duty.
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broke upward and the aircraft fell away.

At this point Gimbel and F/O W. J. Cameron turned
towards the bombers. Cameron saw a Fortress shoot down
an FW. 190 as he and Gimbel dived on another about 2,000
feet below. Gimbel fired and Cameron saw pieces fall off
as the enemy aircraft rolled over and went straight down.
Gimbel was credited with one FW. 190 damaged. As this
combat ended three FWs. came in close line astern from
200 yards behind. Cameron called, “Watch out, Ed!” as he
broke to starboard and upward. There was no reply. As
Cameron came round, well above, he saw a Spitfire going
down in a gentle dive streaming smoke. This was the last
seen or heard of Gimbel. Some minutes later, though not in
the same vicinity, Cameron noticed a parachute fully open
at 12/15,000 feet. Spitfires and FWs. were milling around
in the neighbourhood and it was thought this might have
been either Gimbel or Sgt. L. J. Deschamps,' who was also
missing after this operation. Magwood meantime had en-
gaged a 190 which took evasive action in a diving turn and
was seen to crash on the edge of a large wood in the
neighbourhood of Bellencombre. Then Magwood closed in
on another FW., getting in a short burst without - result. As
the aircraft broke down and to starboard, Magwood saw
Deschamps scoring cannon strikes around its cockpit,
which was enveloped in flames as the aircraft spun down.
A short time later Deschamps was seen by Magwood as he
was attacked by two FW. 190s from above and out of the
sun. Deschamps skidded off to starboard streaming glycol.
Magwood had running engagements until crossing the
coast of France near St. Valery, where he dived down be-
neath a 190 and came up dead astern at about 150 yards
range. He gave a short burst and saw flashes of flame from
cannon strikes all round the cockpit and along the starboard
wing; Chunks flew back, the cockpit was enveloped in

"It was learned via the International Red Cross on May lst that
Sgt. Deschamps was killed.



98 THE R.CA.F. OVERSEAS

flames and the enemy fell off to the right, diving vertically.
Two splashes followed. MacDonald also got on the tail of a
FW. 190 that he singled out from a gaggle of about twenty
that were following the bombers. He fired a burst and saw
the enemy’s starboard wing tip come off and bright scarlet
flames in the cockpit. Some white stuff flew back on to his
and Sgt. McGarrigle’s windscreens. Then the FW. went
into a tight spin and a splash followed shortly afterwards.
This FW. was claimed as destroyed. An interesting obser-
vation on the camouflage of the enemy aircraft was to the
effect that a few had red, white and blue stripes on the fin,
similar to the British markings.

The next day Canadian squadrons participated in a For-
tress raid on Antwerp when one squadron observed three
FW. 190s which did not attack. Off Nieuport another
squadron met thirty or more FWs. manoeuvring into the
sun preparatory to making an attack. Johnson and Boulton
led the squadron to engage the enemy. Boulton damaged
one and Rae another, while Johnson damaged three. The
FWs.” attacks on the bombers were determined and persis-
tent and mostly from ahead, above and below, in singles,
twos, fours and sixes.

The 6th was clear and cold with a slight wind. A large
ground strafing expedition was undertaken. Along the
Neufchatel-Dieppe railway and the Londini¢res-Neufchatel
line ten signal boxes, four small switch boxes, a warehouse,
freight cars on a siding, and two army trucks were attacked.

Another great ground-strafing expedition, composed of
several squadrons, took place on the 14th, when consider-
able damage was caused to locomotives, transformers and
various buildings with cannon and machine-gun fire. F/L
W. T. Johnstone’s aircraft was struck by enemy aircraft fire
and he was forced to bale out off Cherbourg. He was later
seen floating in his dinghy. Eight aircraft patrolled the area
for a time. Still later ten aircraft noted two dinghies where
there had been only one before. A Walrus was seen to res-
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cue occupants of both, but neither of these was Johnstone.
A search for a third dinghy proved unavailing and Johns-
tone was posted as missing. F/L J. G. Banford also failed to
return from this sortie. He was last seen diving to attack a
locomotive in a valley. Ball was shot down, too, when
twelve FWs. made a sudden attack. His loss was avenged
by Pope, who managed to destroy one enemy aircraft while
F/L G. C. Semple and F/O A. M. Barber shared in the de-
struction of another.
One shipping reconnaissance proved eventful. A Canadian
squadron sighted two ships going south and proceeded to
attack them. Six FWs. came out from the mainland and a
dogfight ensued during which Kelly claimed one FW. as
probably destroyed. Twenty miles from the English coast
W/C P. G. St. G. O’Brian’s aircraft started to stream glycol
and shortly afterwards he baled out and climbed into his
dinghy. His position was given and he was soon rescued.'
Ground strafing by individuals was limited during
April. Kinnaird went off to an area between Cherbourg and
Bayeux but did not return. A search was undertaken in case
he had come down in the Channel, but nothing was seen.
His loss was keenly felt, for he was a fearless pilot with no
less than thirteen damaged trains to his credit. One other
important event should be recorded for April. Hodson was
awarded a bar to his D.F.C., after commanding his wing for
almost two months and leading it on numerous operational
flights.

May
It is traditional that May weather in England is fickle.
One squadron in a quiet sector in the north reported very

''W/C O’Brian, a Canadian in the R.A.F., already had the D.F.C. A
bar was added to his Cross some time after this episode. His father,
Group Captain G. S. O’Brian, A.F.C., of the R.C.A.F. was the justly
popular commanding officer of an R.C.A.F. Reception Centre in Eng-
land for many months.
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high winds, snow on two days, and on another occasion
haze so thick that “even the birds walked”. Consequently
there was little activity. True there were scrambles, but the
enemy was never encountered-or turned out to be friendly.
Even in the front line it could and did happen that a squad-
ron would pass through a dull and uneventful period. One
squadron spent its time on convoy patrols and making oc-
casional sweeps across the Channel, but got into no con-
flicts with the enemy. Another, after many dreary shipping
reconnaissances and some uneventful sweeps, rounded out
the month with a sweep to Flushing, during which some
excitement occurred when the squadron was jumped by six
FW. 190s. F/O J. G. Torney was hit and baled out but he
was rescued and taken to Dover, where it was found he had
sustained a slight injury to his left leg. Chadburn saw
strikes on one aircraft which he claimed as damaged. A
third squadron did enjoy a certain amount of action in the
early part of the month, but was then taken off operations
for the rest of the time preparatory to moving to another
station.

Bomber-fighter operations produced some excitement,
as usual. On the 11th, Canadian squadrons, as part of an
escort, sighted some FWs. near Gravelines. W/C Johnson
destroyed one. Two days later there was a running fight
between St. Omer and Gravelines. About twenty enemy
aircraft attacked the Canadian squadrons, some diving from
above and behind to come up underneath for belly attacks.
Magwood half rolled out of the sun as four FW. 190s hove
into sight. All but one of the four took evasive action-the
other starting to break to port, but too late. Magwood
opened fire and the enemy’s hood and bits of wing flew off
as cannon shots found their mark. The aircraft then rolled
over on its side and spun slowly down with smoke and
flames billowing from its cockpit. Magwood also engaged
another Hun on the way out, which made his claims ‘for the
day one destroyed and one damaged. Boulton destroyed
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one and damaged another, while F/L R. H. Walker and Rae
also destroyed one each. While slight damage was inflicted
on three of our aircraft, we suffered no casualties.

On the 15th, Bostons escorted by fighters bombed Poix.
Good bombing was observed and the bombers were safely
escorted out. Then more than thirty enemy aircraft were
seen, mostly 109s, some distance below at about 18,000
feet. MacDonald climbed to cover one section which was
attacking two 109s and saw two more of the enemy below
his starboard wing. He dived on the rear one and scored
strikes on the engine, cockpit and fuselage. Both wings
crumpled and the aircraft fell apart in-the air. MacDonald
then attacked the other 109, causing sufficient damage to
make it roll off to port and downwards. At this point F/L L.
B. Madden, out on his first sortie, dived after the damaged
109. He was called back by his flight commander but made
no reply and was seen and heard no more. One veteran Ca-
nadian officer, P/O C. D. Myers, also failed to return from
this sortie. F/O C. D. Aitken and Lane, meanwhile, had got
separated from their squadron as they attacked two pairs of
logs which divided. Shortly afterwards twelve 109s flying
in our Spitfire formation, attacked Lane and Aitken. They
evaded by turning and climbing rapidly but a 109, with four
or five 190s flying in star formation, attacked from port and
behind. Aitken broke to port, while Lane went to starboard
and was seen no more. It was hard to have to tell his
brother, Gordon, who was visiting the squadron that day,
that Lane was missing.' F/O J. D. MacFarlane, earlier in the
fray, got a crack at a Me. 109 as a dozen more passed in
front of his section. He saw strikes on the port wing and
claimed a “damaged”. Finding himself alone he dived for
the deck and made for home, firing at some enemy soldiers
on the beach on the way.

On the next day, while on a sweep, one Canadian

' P/O Lane was subsequently reported by the International Red
Cross as killed.
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squadron ran into about fifteen 109s and 190s, Buckham
claiming one FW. 190 as damaged. On the same day at ap-
proximately the same time, while escorting Venturas to
Morlaix, Powell and P/O A. B. Ketterson attacked two en-
emy aircraft and were themselves bounced by two others.
Powell opened fire on one, closely following and pouring
shots into it. At 1,000 feet the enemy plane’s starboard
wing came off and it hit the sea.

Other similar forays throughout the month were un-
eventful until the 31st. On that day two Canadian squadrons
swept the Belgian coast while Venturas bombed Zee-
brugge. Off Nieuport 25 FWs. were seen 500 feet below on
the port side diving away. The wing commander and two
pilots engaged, with five other pilots getting involved in the
ensuing mélée. At 22,000 feet Norm. Fowlow attacked a
FW. 190 from port and astern with a three second burst and
then, breaking left, attacked another with a seven second
burst. When last seen the latter aircraft was going straight
down. Seven thousand feet below, the winco saw a FW.
190 dive vertically past and crash into the sea. The pilot did
not bale out and the aircraft was claimed by Fowlow as de-
stroyed. In the same scrap Sgt. Brown was seen to bale out.
F/O Fowlow reported:

At the start of the combat we were banking port and be-
ing attacked by two FW. 190s. I called Sgt. Brown to bank
hard port.

The first FW. 190 overshot him, the second got a burst
into him. He slipped slowly to port with thin black smoke
pouring from his aircraft. I then saw a white parachute ap-
pear about 8,000 feet below in full bloom which I presume
to be Sgt. Brown’s.

Three other pilots of the squadron heard a debonair
“Good-bye” about this time and believed it to be Brown’s
voice. More than one pilot reported seeing three separate
splashes in the sea, just off Nieuport, which were so large
as to have been caused only by aircraft diving into the sea.
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As the Canadians were the only friendly aircraft in the vi-
cinity at the time, two FW. 190s were claimed as destroyed.
Another FW. associated with a brown parachute seen later
in the combat was claimed as destroyed and shared by P/Os
R. W. Isbister and W. E. Harten and Sgt. D. Small, as these
three pilots were the only ones who fired at the time and
height to account for the brown parachute seen by the wing
commander. S/L J. D. Hall and F/L W. S. Quint each
claimed a damaged in this action. Flak was exceptionally
accurate and one burst exploded between the wing com-
mander and his number two, F/O J. E. McNamara, at their
own height, the latter’s aircraft sustaining a hole in the en-
gine cowling.

The first day sweep executed in May produced no re-
sults, but on the 3rd four FWs. were bounced as they ap-
proached Samer from the south-east at 22,000 feet. Two
were destroyed, Boulton and Buckham each claiming one.
On the 4th, a sweep in which there were no combats,
though one Me. 109 made ineffectual and half-hearted sal-
lies, was memorable for the unexpected appearance of
about thirty American Thunderbolts above the Canadians.

On the 13th, Canadian squadrons again formed part of
the fighter cover for Fortresses bombing Meaulte. Shortly
after crossing the French coast FW. 190s started attacking
and as they neared the target, pilots estimated that upwards
of fifty FWs. were coming in from all angles. The fight
lasted all the way to Le Touquet and three Forts were de-
stroyed. Of the fighters Sgt. W. G. Uttley was last seen in
the neighbourhood of Doullens, Sgt. F. W. McKim ditched
about fifteen miles west of Le Touquet, and S/L Boulton
also failed to return. It was thought that the last two were
bounced near Doullens and though nothing was heard from
Boulton, McKim was heard to say that he was badly hit. A
subsequent air-sea rescue search revealed an empty dinghy.
Dowding was in a section that was bounced by four FW.
190s. A Me. 109 attempted to join in, but the Canadian
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fired in a head-on attack, striking the cockpit, and the Me.
went down in a twisting dive. Half-way across the Channel,
Dowding, with F/O R. D. Bowen and W/C Johnson, was
attacked by two FWs. One of these was chased into the sea
by the three pilots and destroyed. An examination of his
camera films resulted in the further crediting of Dowding
with a FW. damaged. Lane, who was posted as missing two
days later, sighted two FWs. and damaged one. MacDonald
attacked the second of two Me. 109s, on which he observed
strikes. He claimed it damaged. Hugh Godefroy saw a lone
Me. 109 flying below and attacked. The Me. was seen to
dive as strikes were scored on its tail and fuselage and was
accordingly claimed as damaged.

A sweep on the 14th resulted in a running engagement
from Dunkirk to Courtrai. About forty FWs. and Mes. were
seen altogether attacking at various times along the route.
Buckham shot down one FW. 190 in flames and brought
his “destroyed” to four and one-half. Johnson destroyed
another on the same foray. Godefroy pressed home an at-
tack on a FW., seeing the cannon mounting and perspex
hood come off, following which the Jerry was enveloped in
a huge ball of black smoke as though disintegrating. Mac-
Donald dived out of the sun on a Me. 109 and two FW.
190s. He observed strikes on the cockpit, along the fuselage
and wing roots of the Me., and chunks flew off. The aircraft
was seen to spin into the sea. It makes strange reading, but
it is none the less true that the pilots in this encounter took
time out to count 25 fishing smacks near Nieuport.

In another sector shipping patrols resulted in action on
three occasions. On the 5th, in the Ile de Batz-Ushant area,
three small boats and an armed trawler were attacked. In
this attack FS E. J. Levesque’s aircraft was hit in the can-
non magazine and returned to base with a large hole in the
mainplane. Two days later, in the same area, a large ship
was attacked and left belching smoke. Though there were
no indications of an aircraft having gone into the sea F/O L.
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W. Jones did not return from this sortie and was not heard
from after the attack.

The only ground strafing of the month was undertaken
by Powell and F/O H. E. Holbrook. They shot up a camou-
flaged bus and trailer near St. Pol-de-Léon and then at-
tacked a freight train locomotive, leaving it enveloped in
steam and smoke. Powell also attacked an aerodrome han-
gar and five ground personnel on the perimeter track, caus-
ing casualties.

Besides Magwood, Godefroy was also awarded the
D.F.C. He was officially credited with two enemy aircraft
destroyed and a share in damaging three locomotives. Early
in June Buckham was awarded the same decoration for de-
stroying four enemy aircraft and damaging five locomo-
tives. At the same time Boulton and MacDonald were deco-
rated, the former for his low-level attacks and the destruc-
tion of four enemy aircraft and damage to three locomo-
tives.

June

In June emphasis shifted from escorted bomber opera-
tions to the various types of sweeps with and without
bomber formations. This is not to say that the former were
not undertaken, but from the point of view of the Canadian
fighter squadrons they were less eventful.

Half-mile visibility and a chapter of minor accidents
militated against the success of one on the 17th. Three days
later twelve Bostons bombed Poix aerodrome with Cana-
dian squadrons acting as escort. Two of the squadrons,
serving as support, got involved in an encounter with the
enemy. One squadron dived on three FW. 190s a thousand
feet below and going in the opposite direction, but was un-
able to engage. Six FWs. were then seen and a further
twelve were reported coming in from behind at 24,000 feet.
These were first thought to be friendly, but the mistake was
shortly discovered. On turning, it was the second, or cover-
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ing, squadron that found itself engaged. McNair, who was
acting as wing commander, fired at one of the enemy head-
on without seeing any results and, as a second FW. came
around, he delivered a halfsecond attack from the starboard
rear quarter, again seeing no results. He fired once more
and saw strikes all over the cockpit and fuselage: the en-
emy’s undercarriage came down, parts broke off and the
aircraft went down on fire. This machine was claimed as
destroyed. Other pilots reported that a bright orange flash
and black smoke emanated from the under side of an air-
craft that was attacked before McNair opened fire, and it
was claimed as probably destroyed by F/O F. J. Sherlock.
In the earlier phase of this operation one section got sepa-
rated and, after an attack by one FW. 190, a voice on the
R/T said, “I’m baling out; cheerio”. This was presumably
Sgt. K. D. Windsor, who failed to return. P/O J. C. Elliott
also was missing after other pilots of the section followed
him down as he half rolled and dived away, apparently suf-
fering from oxygen trouble. Heeney got separated from his
section and, finding himself alone, tried to attach himself to
a formation that he shortly discovered to be FW. 190s. He
dived to ground level and on his way home shot up some
freight cars and a flak post. Meantime MacDonald’s sec-
tion, after the loss of Windsor and Elliott, made for the
coast but were jumped by a gaggle of twenty FW. 190s.
Suddenly MacDonald noticed a 190 which McWilliams
had not reported, though it was almost in formation with
the section. When McWilliams was told to break he did a
gentle turn and was attacked by the FW. immediately. He
went into a spin with about eight FWs. going down after
him. MacDonald told him to bale out but it is not known
whether he did or not. MacDonald then outclimbed the
FWs. and returned to base, the only one of the section to
return.

On the 22nd, Venturas were out to bomb Abbeville
aerodrome with Canadian squadrons as escort. One bomber
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was seen to sustain hits and go down and it was thought
that a fighter went down in flames, but the Canadian pilots
were not engaged.

Sweeps of various types were very frequent. They be-
gan on the Ist with a raid on the Doullens-St. Pot area, in
which the Wolf Squadron encountered thirty or more en-
emy aircraft coming up and a general mélée took place. As
a result of this action the Wolves claimed a Me. 109 de-
stroyed which they did not attack. Evidently a FW. mistook
the Me. for a Spitfire and fired on it from close range
astern. The Me. went into a moderately steep dive, crashed
and exploded between St. Pot and Hesdin. The squadron
claimed this victory on the grounds that by its attack. it had
led the FW. to make the mistake. WO A. V. Hargreaves at
10,000 feet saw two FWs. flying in close line astern. He
fired and hit the second, seeing strikes on the cockpit. On
the return journey Johnson and Bowen attacked the star-
board one of two Me. 109s. Cannon strikes were observed
on the rear of the fuselage and tail plane and the enemy
dived vertically, crashing on the north bank of the Somme.

On the 4th there was a sweep to the Dutch coast. Three
“E” boats were successfully attacked, but there was heavy
anti-aircraft fire and Ford failed to return. One “E” boat
was probably sunk, as it suffered strikes all over its super-
structure and debris flew off in all directions. The other two
were damaged. WO W. N. Shepherd suffered slight
wounds in the face when his aircraft was hit. A similar op-
eration on the next afternoon resulted in a successful attack
on an armed trawler and a coaster, both of which were
damaged; an explosion occurred and a small fire started aft
of the bridge of the coaster.

An uneventful sortie on the 10th was noteworthy by
reason of the return to active operations of a Canadian
squadron that had been inactive since the middle of May. It
undertook two operations the next day but encountered no
enemy aircraft, though the Red Indian squadron on the
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same afternoon was engaged by about a score of Me. 109s.
S/L J. D. Hall attacked one of these and saw numerous
strikes on the fuselage and main plane. Pieces were blown
off and smoke began to pour from the Me., but as Hall
found himself overshooting he broke off the engagement
and tried to join a section of Spitfires, only to get himself
fired on. He succeeded in forming up with them but soon
observed a Me. 109 coming in behind from the port side.
He broke off to attack the Me., which attempted evasive
tactics, and scored strikes on the Jerry’s fuselage. The
Me.’s tail assembly broke completely away, and it was last
seen spinning down on its back above a field near a farm-
house with the tail assembly following it. The pilot was not
seen to bale out.

It was the turn of the Wolf squadron on the 12th,
though several other squadrons took part in the operations
of the day without incident. Johnson led the Canadians on a
fighter sweep for the bombing of targets at Rouen. At Tric-
queville six FWs. were seen but no contact was made.
Then, south of Rouen, fifteen enemy aircraft were seen be-
low, with twenty more about a thousand feet above them
and up sun. As the Canadians set off in pursuit they saw
three Me. 109s flying in open vic formation to starboard of
the main gaggle about 1,000 feet below. Fowlow’s section
dived on these, the leader getting strikes on the engine,
cockpit and wing of one. The port wing exploded, buckled
and broke away and the aircraft poured black smoke as it
went down out of control. F/O R. G. Middlemiss attacked
the centre of the three as it rolled on its back. He noticed
strikes on the belly and starboard wing root but had to
break sharply and made no further observations, so could
only claim a “damaged”. While all this was going on the
Canadian squadrons lost sight of the main gaggle and on re-
forming struck out across the Channel for base.

On the same day another Canadian squadron carried out
a shipping reconnaissance off the French coast, sighting
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about fifty fishing vessels. As they were returning, six FW.
190s flying in line abreast came from behind at sea level
and were joined by three more that were above and up-sun.
A running dogfight ensued. F/L G. C. Keefer told all air-
craft to head for home but Robb (now a F/L) shortly called
for assistance. The other Canadian pilots responded to the
call, Keefer scoring several strikes on one enemy aircraft.
Meantime, according to P/O R. N. Earle, a FW. got on
Holbrook’s tail and very shortly afterwards there was a
large splash in the sea. Earle himself engaged one FW., ob-
serving strikes on the starboard wing root and engine cowl-
ing. After his attack he flew up alongside the FW., noticing
the perspex cockpit cover, which was shattered and came
off shortly afterwards. The enemy aircraft was flying very
slowly towards the French coast at sea level and was wob-
bling as though partially out of control, the pilot probably
having been hit during the attack.

Two sweeps on the 13th were of some interest. On the
first, Canadian squadrons escorted Mitchells to bomb
Flushing. About half way home part of one squadron turned
back -to help another that was being attacked by more than
twenty of the enemy. Chadburn, acting as wing commander
flying, claimed one FW. as damaged, Sgt. L. A. Moore
claimed a probable and one was claimed as damaged by the
squadron as a whole. In the second sweep our pilots acted
simply as escort to torpedo-Beaufighters in an attack on a
convoy. Three ships, including one of 6,000 tons, were
damaged, and one was left listing badly, but our pilots were
not engaged.

Two Canadian squadrons were involved in events on
the 15th. While carrying out a sweep under the leadership
of Johnson, at 24,000 feet, near Rouen, they spotted fifteen
FW. 190s in line abreast. One squadron remained as top
cover while the other went down. Johnson attacked and de-
stroyed one FW., the pilot baling out. Another fifteen en-
emy aircraft were then seen upsun on the left,. apparently
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acting as top cover to the first formation. The wing com-
mander ordered both his squadrons to attack the top cover
FWs. and, as they were turning, he himself closed in on and
shot down the last one. It exploded and disintegrated. Hugh
Godefroy (now a S/L) fired on another and saw it crash
N.W. of Rouen. The pilot did not bale out. MacDonald took
his section round to the west of this group and picked out
one that was 4,000 feet below him. He saw cannon strikes
on the root and port wing that caused a large explosion. A
big chunk came off the wing root. This aircraft was last
seen as it flicked over and over about 10,000 feet lower
down. It was probably destroyed. Bowen fired at a FW. that
was in a steep turn at 20,000 feet. The winco noticed strikes
on this aircraft, pieces falling away and smoke pouring out,
and it was therefore claimed as damaged. No losses were
sustained by the Canadian squadrons.

Johnson again led the Canadian squadrons in a sweep
on the 17th, when they sighted thirty or more enemy air-
craft west of Ypres. Johnson led one squadron down to at-
tack the last four enemy aircraft, which were flying line
abreast. He himself attacked one, observing cannon strikes
on the cockpit and wing roots of the 190. As he was over-
shooting he gave a final burst, pulling steeply upwards at
16,000 feet. The enemy aircraft began to burn as it spiralled
slowly down. Another FW. was seen to spin down and
crash and a third was observed at 12,000 feet diving and
emitting black smoke. Of these two, the one crashed was
thought to be the victim of Phil Archer, the other of F/O J.
E. MacNamara, both of whom were missing after the op-
eration. Flying at 21,000 feet, F/O K. P. Marshall saw two
FW. 190s closing in on Archer. He was about to yell
“Break!” when he himself was hit, so he broke up and to
the left. Archer was not seen again, but it is thought that it
was his voice which was heard saying, “Baling out”. FS G.
M. Shouldice saw a FW. fire at Marshall and was coming
to his assistance with cannon and machine-gun fire when
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his own section was attacked by five or six of the enemy.
Shouldice therefore broke to the left without observing the
results of his own fire. P/O D. J. Bullock saw a FW. 190
shedding pieces and exuding black smoke as it went
straight down. Shouldice was accordingly credited with the
destruction of this FW. The score for the day, therefore,
was three destroyed by Johnson, Archer and Shouldice,
with one damaged by MacNamara, as against two of our
aircraft missing.

The next important action took place on the 22nd.
Mitchell bombers and escorts went to Rotterdam to bomb
the docks, with Canadian squadrons forming part of the es-
cort. Me. 109s and FW. 190s were seen and some attacked.
One was shot down by the bombers. Other Canadians es-
corted the Fortresses on their return from their first daylight
attack on the Ruhr, but the enemy did not engage. Later in
the day Canadian Spitfires escorted torpedo-carrying
Beaufighters in an attack on an enemy convoy of eight
merchant vessels and twelve escort ships off Scheveningen.
One ship was set on fire, two mine sweepers were dam-
aged, and four other vessels, including one cargo ship of
3,000 to 4,000 tons, were raked by cannon fire.

All the Canadian squadrons of Fighter Command under-
took sorties on the 23rd, but not all were engaged. The Ger-
mans seemed reluctant to approach. Our pilots fired their
guns and one FW. 190 was seen to spin into the ground in
the course of operations, but no claims were made.

The next day our fighters were on sweeps to Flushing,
Rouen, St. Omer and Yainville. Some pilots were out on no
less than three occasions during the course of the day. In
the attack on the gasoline dumps at Flushing, intense heavy
flak was encountered over the target, but no enemy aircraft
were seen. Likewise the simultaneous attack on Rouen
failed to provoke the enemy into action, despite ideal
weather on both operations. Later in the morning a number
of squadrons took part in a raid on the St. Omer freight
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yards and this time enemy fighter opposition was encoun-
tered. Three aircraft, thought to be Me. 109s, were sighted
by MacDonald, but when one section went down to attack,
the enemy dived away.

Nearer St. Omer fifteen FW. 190s were spotted, but
these also refused to fight. In order to avoid colliding with
another Spitfire, MacDonald broke to starboard and on
straightening out at 20,000 feet he saw two gaggles of Huns
being chased by Spitfires and a third of six FW. 190s which
broke starboard and went into a defensive circle. When
these six straightened out again and set off in pairs, Mac-
Donald dived out of a steep turn on to the port one of the
last pair and gave him a short burst of cannon and machine
gun fire from about 150 yards. He observed two strikes on
the port wing and, on breaking away, saw the FW. doing a
series of lazy rolls downward. 6,000 feet below a parachute
opened near this FW., which was therefore claimed as de-
stroyed. Small got separated from MacDonald at the begin-
ning of this action and was not seen again.

In the afternoon of the same day several squadrons par-
ticipated in a raid on the power house at Yainville, halfway
between Rouen and Le Havre. Bombs were seen to fall on
and around the target. About forty enemy aircraft, mostly
Me. 109s, came up to meet the Canadians, but there were
no conclusive results. Three FWs. then hove into sight but
declined to engage and two other FWs. watched for strag-
glers as the bombers and Spitfires returned. Johnson then
led his squadrons up sun to attack these two FWs. and, with
Buck McNair, dived on them. Apparently the Huns had no
suspicion that they were about to be attacked. Johnson saw
cannon strikes on one and a large piece fell away from its
tail assembly. It spun down and was seen to crash at Val-
mont. McNair also saw strikes on his opponent and a flash
on the cockpit, followed by an explosion as the aircraft
went down on its back at a very steep angle. P/O T. J. De
Courcey saw two aircraft crash near Fécamp and these
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were presumably the two shot down by the wing com-
mander and the squadron leader.

A sweep over Holland on the 25th proved uneventful
and another to Abbeville on the 26th was chiefly remark-
able for the accident that befell Bowen. In climbing through
cloud he collided with Godefroy, whose propeller chewed
into the tail of Bowen’s aircraft so that the latter was forced
to bale out. He broke his arm on landing. Many enemy
fighters were seen on this operation but they made only
long-range attacks and refused to engage.

The 27th was more eventful. The Canadian squadrons
escorted Beaufighters to attack shipping off the Dutch
coast. Two Me. 109s tried to protect the convoy but North-
cott (now a S/L) gave one a couple of bursts, which literally
shredded its wing roots and fuselage. Black smoke poured
from the to9 and there was a splash in the sea. At the same
time Rae was detailed to take on the first of another pair
while Chadburn attacked the second. In the combats that
ensued one FW. 190 was destroyed by Rae and Phillip,
while Chadburn scored a probable. By now the Beaufight-
ers had finished, their work and a large amount of smoke
practically concealed the whole convoy. In an earlier sweep
on the same day Johnson had destroyed one of six FWs.
that he overtook as they turned away over the Channel.

Sorties on the 28th and 29th proved uneventful but the
pilots could not help being impressed by what they saw. To
quote one squadron diary:

After one orbit (at the place of rendezvous) the large formation of
big four-engined bombers, flying in four boxes of twenty and covered
by a huge array of Thunderbolts and Spitfires, appeared dead on time
and course. The (Spitfire) wing swept in behind them and covered their
withdrawal the whole way back to the English coast. The pilots re-
ported the meeting .. , as one of the most impressive sights they had
ever seen, with the sky literally filled with aircraft in the coppery sun-
shine of evening.

“Throughout the month there were occasional ground-
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strafing sorties. Mitchner and Sgt. G. E. McCabe attacked a
barge, a 2,000-ton ship and a ferry in Holland on the 3rd,
causing damage to all of them. Two days later Powell and
Holbrook caused a lorry to blow up, damaged another and
attacked a large tank truck and trailer on the Morlaix-
Guingamp road, causing both tanker and trailer to explode.
They also scored hits on a locomotive. On the 6th, P/Os R.
F. MacDermid and F. U. Monette set out on another ground
strafing sortie, MacDermid scoring hits on two locomo-
tives, which he left in clouds of steam. At the same time
F/O D. J. Dewan and FS H. W. Bowker caused one loco-
motive to be derailed, another to explode, and a third to be
enveloped in steam and its leading freight car, loaded with
boxes, to take fire. Three hours later Sgts. F. T. Murray and
J. Z. Zabek also left the engine of a goods train enveloped
in steam.’

On the 7th, Holbrook and P/O R. W. Thatcher scored
strikes on three locomotives but the last one was trailing
two, possibly three, flak cars and Thatcher’s aircraft was hit
by flak. Holbrook flew alongside and noticed three or four
holes in the fuselage but lost sight of his partner when he
entered some clouds at 9,000 feet. Thatcher was later
sighted in his dinghy. and was picked up uninjured, by a
Walrus aircraft. Two other pilots, FS E. J. Levesque and
Sgt. R. H. MacLean, failed to return.

The next day P/Os D. R. Drummond, R. H. Dose and
W. C. Lawrence, together with Moore, went out to strafe
ground targets in Holland. Moore damaged a locomotive
and Drummond shot up a barge. Dose was last seen going
north-west towards the coast and taking cloud cover as flak
was encountered. He was posted as missing.

On the 19th Drummond and P/O B. E. Innes attacked a
barge in Holland; F/L W. R. Day and McCabe attacked two
large barges and a dredge; F/O A. J. Morris and Lawrence

! This day was also notable for the fact that F/O L. W. Powell,
D.F.C., the noted train-buster, failed to return from a convoy patrol.
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attacked a passenger train, Lawrence being heard to call out
that he was hit and, again, that he was in cloud, but nothing
further was heard or seen of him; L. Foster and F/O D. F.
Prentice attacked a shunting engine and three goods trains
in Holland.

F/O W. A. Bishop had a miraculous escape on the 6th,
when his aircraft took fire. He first prepared to bale out and
then decided to try to reach base. He made a wheels-down
approach but when about one hundred yards short of the
field he hit a row of trees which ripped off his undercar-
riage and he crashed in a near-by field. His predicament
was seen from dispersal and when the tender got near the
crash it was discovered that due to the way being barred by
barbed wire, a long detour would have to be made. Several
pilots climbed the barbed wire with handextinguishers, but
Bishop had climbed out of his aircraft unhurt.

July

The weather contributed greatly to the increased activ-
ity of Canadian squadrons in July. One indeed boasted,
though it was not the only one, that it had participated in
twenty-nine operations. Bomber-fighter operations no
longer were a major part in the lives of Canadian pilots, but
this made no appreciable difference since many of the
sweeps were of great magnitude. Indeed, on the very first
day of the month, there was a grand sweep across the
Channel to Berck-sur-Mer and then inland to Merville and
St. Omer. Five Me. 109s were seen and attacked. One dived
away and Godefroy engaged the leader of the remaining
four, who were flying line abreast. The enemy aircraft
pulled up to the right and then to the left but was struck
around the fuselage and cockpit. It turned still more and
then spun and crashed north-east of Abbeville. Shouldice
started firing at the third from the right as it was about to
turn its guns on Godefroy. Explosions in the engine fol-
lowed and pieces fell away from the enemy, then the left
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wheel came down and the aircraft went into a spin. Fowlow
got behind the second from the right, and obtained strikes
all along the engine and cockpit and half way down the fu-
selage. There were explosions and the engine disintegrated.
A score of three, for no losses to our squadrons, was an ap-
propriate way of celebrating Dominion Day.

In the evening of Independence Day, after three un-
eventful sorties on the preceding days, Canadian squadrons
swept into action again. This time a section of one of the
squadrons was bounced south of Abbeville by five or more
Me. togs. F/O D. R. Matheson got in bursts on the engine
and spinner of one which became a casualty. Another
squadron reported seeing an aircraft, believed to be a Me.
109F, going down in a steep dive trailing smoke after the
engagement. Then it was the turn of another section to get
bounced, this time at Amiens, by seven or more Me. 109s
which attacked and re-formed three times. F/O J. Spaetzel
was last seen in a steep climb and a spiral dive and Sgt. D.
H. Stewart suffered a slight injury when his aircraft was
damaged. Spaetzel was posted as missing, but Stewart got
back to base despite his injury.

On the morning of the 6th there was a sweep over the
northern coast of France. Near Poix twelve Me. 109s were
seen by two of our squadrons, one of which provided cover
while the other dived to the attack. All except one of the
enemy dived away. MacDonald fired his cannon at the one
remaining, which straightened out from a dive and hits
were seen on its fuselage. White smoke poured out and the
kite crashed about ten miles south of Abbeville. Then, as
the wing flew in towards Amiens, eight or ten Me. 109s
were seen coming in at 24,000 feet. About half of them
dived away as one of our squadrons climbed to 27,000 feet
to get above and behind them. The remainder orbited to the
right and were attacked. McNair destroyed one and F/L A.
H. Sager damaged another. In the evening of the same day
another sweep resulted in an encounter with about fifteen
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FW. 190s. Our fighters attacked out of the sun, F/L W. G.
Conrad firing at one which turned violently and passed be-
neath him. Strikes were observed along the wing root and
cockpit: the aircraft wallowed, rolled over and went down
in flames.

On the 9th there was a sweep from Gravelines to Ghent
when some half-dozen enemy aircraft were reported in the
Ghent area and nine or more Me. 109s in the Thielt
neighbourhood. These latter were engaged and McNair at-
tacked one at 35,000 feet. His windscreen frosted up and,
except that it sufFered damage, it was difficult to say what
was the fate of the 109.

The next morning Canadians acted as fighter cover to
American Fortresses as far as Evreux. Twelve or more en-
emy aircraft were seen flying towards the bombers at
26,000 feet and another twelve at 24,000. One Canadian
squadron chased the second group but was unable to close.
Eight of the higher group came out of cloud on the other
Canadian squadron. McNair sent a section down on these
and in the engagement that followed one Me. 109 was de-
stroyed, while Sager and F/O H. P. Zary each damaged an-
other. F/O C. S. G. de Nancrede’s aircraft had a bullet in
the tail but no serious damage was done. Two Fortresses
were seen to blow up and go down in flames, one near
Rouen and one west of Bernay. Meantime other Canadian
squadrons went as close escort to Venturas attacking targets
at St. Omer, with B. D. (Dal) Russel, D.F.C., a veteran of
the Battle of Britain, flying for the first time as a wing
commander. The bombers were seen to obtain accurate hits
on the target and to start a large fire in the assembly shop.

Bastille Day produced two sweeps in which Canadian
fighters escorted Fortresses and Bostons in raids on targets
near Paris and Abbeville respectively. While escorting the
Fortresses towards Paris nine Me. 109s were seen at 20,000
feet heading for the bombers in line abreast. As the Spit-
fires turned to ward off the attack another nine turned in
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behind the Canadians, while a third section of nine dived
straight at the bombers. One bomber was seen to be on fire
and two others crashed near Louviers, while one Me. 109
was blown up by fire from the Forts. As the Americans
were being escorted back, the Canadians were bounced by
FW. 190s and Me. 109s. F/O C. A. Graham took violent
evasive action and shook off four enemy aircraft, after
which he shot up a gun post on the way home. P/O M.
Quinnie damaged a Me. 109." About the same time as these
events were taking place, other Canadian squadrons were
going over what they had now come to designate as “the
milk run”-the well-worn track to Abbeville. Sixteen Bos-
tons were escorted there and back. Bombing was accurate
but no enemy aircraft, ships or flak were seen.

The 15th witnessed three operations with a certain
amount of action on all of them. In the late afternoon Bos-
tons were sent out to bomb the aerodrome at Poix. Flak
punctured holes in the wings and radiator of F/O H. E.
Hamilton’s aircraft but he was able to get home in safety.
On turning away from the target a score of FWs. made a
determined attack. The assault was beaten off, but not be-
fore one persistent FW. had set fire to the engine of one of
the bombers, which, however, got back safely. The persis-
ent FW. suddenly found itself assailed by a host of Cana-
dian pilots. S/L G. C. Semple inflicted some damage and it
was also attacked by Neal, F/O D. F. Kelly, Ibbotson (now
a F/L) and three other pilots. Kelly’s aircraft was hit in the
fuselage and propeller by stray bullets, but he returned
safely. Another afternoon sortie resulted in the sighting of
eight enemy aircraft south of Abbeville. All but two of
these disappeared as the Canadians got into position up-
sun, from which point Johnson attacked and destroyed the
lower. MacDonald attacked the other three times. On the
second attack the enemy aircraft half-rolled to port and

"' W/C Chadburn also attacked an enemy aircraft and claimed it as
probably destroyed.
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dived. On the third attack it suffered strikes on the wing-tip,
fuselage and cockpit, and then went into a straight dive and
crashed. Three other FWs. hove into view but scuttled
away before being engaged. A late evening show resulted
in the sighting of a few enemy aircraft and some shooting,
but no claims were made.

Practically all the Canadian squadrons took part in a do
on the 16th, which was memorable for being the first op-
erational venture of the U.S. 8th Air Force Air Support.
The objective was the freight yards at Abbeville, with six-
teen Marauders undertaking the bombing. Stiff enemy reac-
tion was expected and seven or more FW. 190s bounced
the escort cover promptly, but without effect. Other Cana-
dians were engaged by as many as twenty FWs., but no
claims were made.

An effort to locate a convoy on the morning of the 18th
failed because the convoy had put into harbour, but in the
afternoon Canadians escorted Beaufighters right up to the
quay-sides where the ships were sheltering under an um-
brella of Me. 109s. Chadburn saw one Me. 109 crash into
the sea just before he led an attack on another. He obtained
strikes on the wing root, engine and cockpit of this aircraft
which immediately belched smoke and went into an uncon-
trolled roll. Rae then gave it a burst and it crashed into the
sea. Two Beaufighters were lost on the operation, but one
R.A.F. squadron claimed three Me. 109s in addition to
those claimed by the R.C.A.F.

There was action, too, on the 19th, and for one squad-
ron at least it was important. For six months they had not
been able to claim a single destroyed, but on this day were
able to chalk up their fiftieth. As the Canadian squadrons
weré crossing the Channel three enemy aircraft, approach-
ing in line abreast some 2,000 feet below, changed course
when they sighted our aircraft. Two sections were sent to
cut them off. They broke, two Me. 109s to port and a FW.
to starboard. One of our sections attacked the Mes., one of
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which was probably destroyed by Bowker, who left it pour-
ing smoke in a shallow dive 200 feet from the ground. The
FW. was destroyed by the combined efforts of Ian Orm-
ston, FS K. B. Woodhouse, F/O R. K. Hayward and Sgt. D.
M. Wilson, the first of whom must have totally incapaci-
tated the German pilot, since he made no effort to take eva-
sive action. The Jerry was last seen disappearing behind a
large chateau from which it did not emerge. A large bluish-
white flash was observed on or near the ground at just
about the same time.

Following two uneventful sorties-a morning shipping
reconnaissance and an escort to Mitchells bombing Rotter-
dam on the 25th-a number of other Canadian squadrons
participated in an attack on St. Omer, but this, too, was un-
eventful. In the evening Boston aircraft bombed the aero-
drome at Schipol, where the Canadian pilots ran into some
opposition. A number of enemy aircraft were seen, three of
them having Italian markings on the fuselage. Johnson de-
stroyed a Me. 109 which was later seen burning on the
ground.

On the late afternoon sweep on the 27th Keefer’s en-
gine packed up over the Channel, forcing him to bale out.
He was picked up later unhurt. In the evening there was a
raid on the aerodrome at Schipol during which thirty or
more enemy aircraft were engaged. Mitchner destroyed a
Me. 109, S/L F. E. Grant destroyed another, Chadburn
probably destroyed a third, Walker damaged one, while
Sgt. G. F. Burden damaged two more.

One expedition with Fortresses was chiefly remarkable
for the adventure that befell Buck McNair. Shortly after
noon, while flying at 20,000 feet off Knocke, his engine
failed and he turned for the English coast, accompanied by
P/O T. Parks. McNair’s aircraft lost height and, when about
twelve miles off the French coast, caught fire, went out of
control and dived for the sea. The squadron leader baled
out at 5,000 feet, his parachute opening at 2,000 feet. Parks
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gave a mayday for him and for an hour and a half orbited
the spot where the squadron leader had gone in. Meantime
the squadron, at the conclusion of the operation, refuelled
and took off immediately to participate in the air-sea rescue
of their leader. They saw him picked up by a Walrus air-
craft, which they escorted back to England. Buck was
burned about the face and had had a close call. Parks had
put on a really good show and all was well.

Marauders and Fortresses got off to an early start the
next day, Canadians accompanying the former. Soon after
crossing the coast near Zandvoort, enemy aircraft were
seen below and one squadron was detailed to go down and
attack. Johnson fired on a Me. 109 which, hit in the cock-
pit, began to stream black smoke. The action was broken
off because of the presence of other enemy aircraft, but this
one machine was claimed as damaged. At this point a FW.
190 was seen in pursuit of two Me. 109s and P/O K. R.
Linton was detailed to engage the FW. while the rest of the
squadron covered him. Linton dived and shot away the top
of the enemy’s rudder and punctured his fuselage and
wings. Following this the Jerry burst into flames, half
rolled and dived straight down, crashing southwest of
Schipol aerodrome. About the same time two Me. 109s
were spotted 5,000 feet below. Fowlow (recently promoted
to F/L) attacked one which crashed southwest of Amster-
dam. Sgt. N. B. Dixon attacked the other, but his reflector
sight failed to function and he could claim only a damaged.
Fowlow and Dixon were then bounced by about eight Me.
109s. Dixon was attacked by three or four from astern and
received hits on his right wing. He dived to 5,000 feet and
saw three fires caused by blazing aircraft within a radius of
about five miles. While on his way home, still being chased
by one of the Me. 109s, Dixon saw another fire caused by a
burning aircraft beside a lake near the coast.

Another section of our aircraft saw three Me. 109s in
the area south-west of Amsterdam and went down. Two of
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the enemy half-rolled and dived but a third, continuing on
its course, was shot down in flames by Harten. This was the
aircraft seen by Dixon. P/O J. E. Abbots and F/L D. Gold-
berg were bounced by enemy aircraft in the same
neighbourhood and Abbots was not seen again. He was
posted as missing. The day’s score was two Me. 109s and
one FW. 190 destroyed and two Me. 109s damaged, to one
Spitfire missing and another damaged.

The 30th opened with a morning attack on the aero-
drome at Schipol. After the bombing two aircraft were seen
6,000 feet below, about seven miles behind. Believing there
were more, Johnson took one of his squadrons down-and
found at least six. The wing commander attacked one of the
original pair of Me. Logs, causing it to dive downwards. It
tried to climb and the wing commander noticed that both its
wheels were down. Shouldice continued the attack on this
aircraft and shortly saw the pilot take to his parachute.
Since it was not clear whose fire had destroyed this aircraft
it was claimed as shared by the wing commander and the
flight sergeant. Meanwhile F/O J. F. Lambert and Goldberg
had dived on the other of the original pair. It dived, rolled
and dived again with the Canadians on its tail and Lambert
giving it several bursts. It crashed and was claimed as de-
stroyed.

F/L H. J. Southwood, owing to the windscreen fluid
tank discharging nearly all its contents in the cockpit, lost
sight of the wing and found himself north of Amsterdam at
10,000 feet. As he cleaned off the windscreen he recog-
nized a Me. 109 coming towards him below and ahead. He
attacked and then, coming in from the rear, caused the en-
emy’s undercarriage to drop and black smoke to cover the
tail plane. The Me. then spiralled down to the right, trailing
black smoke. As Southwood had by this time used up all
his ammunition he was unable to continue the attack and
claimed the aircraft as damaged.

The last day of the month saw Marauders bomb Mer-
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ville aerodrome with Canadians as escort. A dozen Me.
logs were seen about 6,000 feet below and were at once
attacked. Linton probably destroyed one of them as he saw
strikes on its cockpit and it was last seen trailing black
smoke at 3,000 feet.

There were a few scrambles during the month, but like
the shipping reconnaissance sorties and patrols they resulted
in no action, while air-sea rescues were intermittent and usu-
ally uneventful. However, as in the case of the rescue of
McNair, there was a deep personal interest in this kind of
work and, though there was little action, they were not with-
out their moments. For instance, on the 27th, just a day be-
fore McNair’s adventure, a search was carried out for
Keefer, who had been forced to make a parachute descent
five miles off the French coast. Some of our aircraft were
forced to turn back due to bad weather coming in over the
Channel. However, later in the evening, Keefer was picked
up by a Walrus aircraft from an air-sea rescue squadron.
Again, on the 25th, another squadron made searches for S/L
E. F. J. Charles, D.F.C. and Bar, holder of the American Sil-
ver Star, a Canadian in the R.A.F. The first was unsuccessful
but the second Walrus expedition resulted in a rescue.

Among items of interest at this time was the news that
F/L D. R. Morrison, D.F.M., was not dead but a prisoner of
war. He was in hospital in Germany recovering from a leg
amputation and severe burns. He had been awarded the
D.F.C. early in the month.

Awards were made to a number of Canadian fighter pi-
lots besides Morrison; Jackie Rae, who had completed sixty
sorties and destroyed two enemy aircraft; Keene, who had
made 73 sweeps over enemy territory, and Keltie, who had
a total of 75 sweeps and had frequently led his squadron.
McNair was awarded a bar to his D.F.C. at the end of the
month. Hodson was awarded an American D.F.C., as was
Buckham.
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August

The story of operations in August is one of fighter es-
corts to bombers attacking airfields and other targets at
such places as St. Omer, Abbeville, Bernay, Poix, Caen,
Lille, Merville and Tricqueville. Nothing particularly
eventful took place on those sorties that were made in the
first eight days of the month, but one sweep on the 9th re-
sulted in the loss of P/O R. T. Heeney, whose engine failed
fifteen miles north-west of Calais.

The 12th was an active day. A raid on Rotterdam pro-
duced a short engagement near Ghent in which Phillip at-
tacked and damaged a Me. 109. As the squadrons were re-
turning to base the same officer went to investigate a
strange aircraft that turned out to be another Me. 109 which
he also damaged. When it was observed that one group of
bombers was unescorted and that Me. 109s were attacking
them in pairs, Johnson and Wally Conrad went to the res-
cue and shared in the destruction of one Me. 109 and the
damaging of another. About the same time other squadrons
were escorting Marauders to Poix. F/O H. R. Finley had to
bale out on the return journey owing to a shortage of fuel.
He was orbited by P/O L. G. D. Pow until picked up by an
air-sea rescue launch.

On the 15th during a sweep F/O P. G. Johnson damaged
a FW. 190 south of Flushing. In the afternoon a fighter
sweep over Brest caused a mix-up with a few small forma-
tions of enemy aircraft and hits were claimed by F/L O. M.
Linton and P/O A. E. Gray.

The next day there were raids on Tricqueville, Ypres,
Bernay, Le Bourget and Beaumont-le-Roger. Only one of
these produced any excitement for our fighters, when, in
the late afternoon, while Canadian pilots were acting as
close escort to Marauders attacking Bernay, Me. 109s and
FW. 190s appeared on the scene. P/O R. D. Booth fired
head-on at two Me. 109s and Pow at a FW. 190, but they
failed to observe the results of their attack. Chadburn, how-
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ever, claimed one FW. as damaged.

There was much activity on the 17th, but only one
squadron got into an action that showed tangible results.
Acting as cover to Fortresses withdrawing from a mission to
Schweinfurt, Ghent and Bergues in the early evening, the
pilots sighted a Me. 110 which was destroyed by Johnson,
Dover (now a F/L), Foster and F/O J. Preston. A FW. 190
was also sighted and destroyed by Conrad and Shouldice.
Near Bergues, Conrad’s aileron and tail unit came off and he
was last seen in a steep dive. Shouldice also lost an aileron
but managed to get back almost to Dover, when his machine
got out of control and he too was last seen in a steep dive.
F/L Conrad had just that day been made O.C. of his squad-
ron and FS Shouldice’s commission had come through at the
same time; Conrad later was found to be safe.

Operations on the 18th were uneventful, but the next
day there was action again. In the early afternoon a dozen
or more Me. 109s were engaged as a fighter sweep was re-
turning from the Abbeville area. F/O A. E. Fleming dam-
aged one but P/O F. C. Joyce who, like Shouldice, had just
been commissioned, failed to return.'

In the evening, as bombers were being escorted back
from Flushing, another group of twelve Me. 109s was
sighted and two were destroyed. One of these was shared
by Dowding and F/O T. A. Brannagan and the other was
shot down by Dover.

No action of any importance took place again until the
22nd, when our fighters escorted Marauders to Beaumont-
le-Roger. Shortly after leaving the target area eight FWs.
made a head-on attack. Northcott” attacked the leading en-

' One squadron credited another with a “destroyed” in this action
but the squadron so credited made no claim.

2 S/L G. W. Northcott was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
during the month. He had completed fifty-five operational sorties dur-
ing which he had destroyed three enemy aircraft and damaged several
more. He had also participated in several effective attacks on shipping.
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emy aircraft and destroyed it while Simpson damaged an-
other. The next day, our fighters while on a sweep in the
Béthune area engaged twelve Me. 109s. Johnson destroyed
one and Middlemiss damaged another without loss to our
squadrons.

The 24th was uneventful, but on the next day an opera-
tion over Beaumont-le-Roger resulted in a number of FWs.
being bounced by our squadrons, P/O P. A. McLachlan de-
stroying one.

On the evening of the 26th Johnson led a fighter sweep
over Tricqueville, Rouen and Caen. About fifteen FW.
190s and Me. 109s were engaged, when the winco de-
stroyed a FW. near Caen. One section frightened a FW. 190
into firing at and destroying a Me. 109 which was claimed
as destroyed by P/O W. F. Cook. Several other combats
were inconclusive, due to cloud conditions, but it was
thought that at least two more enemy aircraft were dam-
aged, if not destroyed.

Operations on the 27th and 30th were not characterized
by any conclusive combats, but the month was rounded out
with a raid by Fortresses over Belgium on the 31st. When
our aircraft were ten miles south of Ghent one squadron
bounced five Me. 109s out of the sun and destroyed two,
one falling to the guns of McNair, the other being shot
down by Phillip.

At the beginning of the month fighter squadrons were
engaged in an attack on a convoy. Two squadrons escorted
Beaufighters on the 2nd; an R.A.F. squadron attacked two
Me. 109s off Den Helder and probably destroyed one. Then
the Canadian pilots saw four Me. 109s in two sections of
two near the rear of the convoy. Chadburn,' and Pow
shared in the destruction of one of these, whose pilot was

''W/C L. V. Chadburn, D.F.C., was awarded the Distinguished
Service Order in September. He had destroyed six enemy aircraft and
had successfully attacked three E-boats, completely destroying one of
them.



1. A Boulton-Paul Defiant Night Fighter. 2. W/C R. C. Fumerton, D.F.C., and
F/O L. P. S. Bing, D.F.C., display the Iron Cross from an enemy bomber which they
shot down over England. 3. A Blenheim makes a successful attack on enemy shipping.



1. F/O T. H. Donnelly, D.F.M. 2. F§ W. ]J. Porritt, D.F.M. 3. Captured
Heinkel 111 with British marking. 4. F/O N. B, Williams. 5. F/O E. F. Paige,
D.F.C, and W/C A. C. Brown, D.S.O., D.F.C. 6. Captured Ju. 87 Stuka,
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seen to bale out. Rae attacked another and saw a brilliant
red flash come from the enemy aircraft as it halfrolled and
crashed into the sea near the beach. One motor vessel of
about 2,000 tons, in the centre of the convoy, was hit by a
torpedo, as also were one “M” class minesweeper and an
escort vessel. Another escort vessel was left on fire. Alto-
gether a very successful day.

An air-sea rescue on the 4th was notable among others
for the sighting of the pilot of an Albacore. Fixes were
given and he was rescued from his dinghy about twenty
miles off Cherbourg.



CHAPTER VI

CONVOY PATROLS AND INTERCEPTIONS

HE extent to which shipping has been free to move
in the waters surrounding the United Kingdom, de-

spite the fact that these vital avenues of supply are
within easy range of enemy aircraft, is a tribute to ceaseless
and effective air protection. The Sunderlands, Catalinas and
Liberators of Coastal Command, operating in close co-
operation with the Royal Navy, have as their primary duty
the patrolling of the more distant approaches to the British
Isles, on the lookout for enemy surface and submarine ma-
rauders. Wellingtons, Whitleys, Hudsons, Hampdens,
Blenheims and Beaufighters-the latter two, longrange
fighters-look after the medium range patrols. But nearer
home, along the eastern, southern and south-western coasts,
where the shipping is within easy reach of the Dormers and
Junkers, the fighter boys take over the responsibility and
send out patrols throughout the day to watch over the slow-
moving freighters and their naval escorts. On some stations,
this is the principal activity of the fighter squadrons while
the pilots are resting after a period of more strenuous ser-
vice flying or while new pilots are being given their final
training before taking part in operations over enemy terri-
tory. But even squadrons in the actual front line of the air
engage in these defensive patrols in addition to their offen-
sive sorties and sweeps.

128
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Fighters as Convoy Patrols

After the excitement and action of a dogfight high over
Abbeville or a low-level attack on a flak post at Furnes, the
fighter pilot is prone to look upon convoy duty as a tedious
and thankless assignment, completely shorn of the glamour
surrounding his regular activities. For like the anti-
submarine patrols of Coastal Command, the efficiency of
the convoy patrol is not judged in terms of Nazi bombers
destroyed, but rather by the number of ships escorted unat-
tacked to their destination. The very monotony of the work-
the failure of enemy aircraft to appear-is paradoxically the
surest proof of its success. For the Spitfire pilot, however,
that is but small consolation as he “flies-in the hours”
searching the sky for an unwary Dornier.

To relieve the monotony and to impress on them the
importance of the work, liaison trips are arranged on de-
stroyers escorting convoys on which pilots make brief ex-
cursions, so that they may see for themselves the part they
play in this never-ending task of delivering supplies. To
many, the voyage has been but a pleasant sea holiday-albeit
in rather cramped quarters-but to others, thanks to co-
operating Nazis, it was a thrilling experience of dodging
bullets, bombs and cannon shells.

But occasionally pilots on convoy patrol have the satis-
faction of meeting up with a Dormer or a Junkers and get-
ting a few moments’ excitement. In such case, the pilot has
the added incentive of knowing that, in the crews of the
surface ships, he has a watchful and admiring gallery.
Normally the pilots work in pairs, one team relieving an-
other so as to maintain a continuous patrol over the ships.
The most dangerous periods are at dawn and dusk, for it is
then that raiders take advantage of the uncertain light to
creep up on their prey unannounced. The same is true of
days with heavy overcast, for then the clouds provide cover
for the approaching raider-and safe haven in which he may
seek refuge if pursued by defending aircraft.
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R.C.A'F. fighter squadrons have shared in this task and
during thousands of hours’ flying on convoy patrols or
scrambles our pilots destroyed four raiders, damaged at
least ten and chased many more, in their first year at this
work.

On June 26th, 1941, Sgt. G. D. Robertson left his base
in company with his flying mate to carry out a dawn patrol
over a convoy off Lowestoft. As they approached the ships
they noticed anti-aircraft fire ahead and then sighted two
enemy planes, one of which dropped a bomb near a mer-
chant vessel. The pilots closed in on the raider, a Junkers
88, and Robertson attacked from the rear as the bomber
dived to sea level. Despite intense return fire from the en-
emy rear gunner, he continued his attacks until he had ex-
hausted all his ammunition. The Junkers disappeared in the
distance with white smoke belching from its fuselage.

Robertson’s combat is typical of the actions fought over
coastal convoys. Decisive results, in the sense of confirmed
destruction of enemy aircraft, are relatively few because the
German bombers, wise from bitter experience, seldom ap-
proach their prey in daylight unless the overcast affords
them opportunity of a surprise attack and immediate cover
in the event of pursuit. In November 1941 this cloud cover
played an important part in four engagements between
R.C.AF. pilots and enemy convoy raiders, in three of
which the clouds probably prevented the combats being
pressed to a decisive conclusion.

On the fourth occasion, Boomer, while on dusk patrol
off the Lincolnshire coast, intercepted a number of enemy
raiders approaching under cover of low-hanging clouds. In
spite of the failing light, Boomer chased one of the Junkers
88s in and out of clouds, finally got his guns trained on it
and setting its starboard engine on fire had the satisfaction
of seeing it fall in flames.

If for no other reason than morale, the encounters of
November had a heartening effect upon our pilots and they
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continued their tiresome duty with more enthusiasm-but it
was many weeks before a similar set of- circumstances
arose and the fighters had another chance at raiders. And,
oddly enough, when they did November was more or less
duplicated in that several engagements took place within a
day or two.

After a busy period over northern France, one Spitfire
squadron was moved to another station for a rest. During
the first two weeks of May 1942 the pilots carried out con-
voy patrols day after day, without seeing the vestige of an
enemy; hour after hour the sections took off, flew up and
down their allotted line of ships, and returned to their base
with “nothing to report”. Again, on the fifteenth of the
month, the routine was repeated and at 1600 hours Dick
Ellis (then a P/O) and another P/O, J. D. Stevenson, took
off to relieve their predecessors escorting a ,convoy along
the east coast. For thirty minutes they, too, patrolled up and
down below a heavy bank of clouds. Their time was almost
up; already they were on the watch for their relief. Another
Joe job (air force slang for an unpleasant duty) was almost
over-but not quite. Suddenly their radio crackled-two ban-
dits were reported in the immediate vicinity. Gone was all
feeling of wanting to get home. Left was only an insur-
mountable desire to be “up and at ‘em”. And just then an
aircraft broke cloud some four miles away, at the head of
the convoy. Both pilots gave chase and quickly overhauled
the Dormer 217. Ellis had his guns trained on the enemy
first, but the Do. took vigorous evasive action and dived
toward the sea. Ellis’s ammunition all expended, he broke
off and Stevenson took on the fight, firing three bursts into
the bombladen Hun, which was now at sea-level with one
engine smoking. As a last resort the Nazi jettisoned his
bomb load, but to no avail, for a moment or so later he
tipped over into the sea. Ellis took a ciné-gun film of the
sinking bomber before it disappeared. No survivors were
seen.
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On June 11th, Flight Sergeants S. A. Taylor and J. R.
Mowbray, from another of the newer R.C.A.F. fighter
squadrons, were credited with the destruction of a Ju. 88;
and a fourth was shot down on July 11th by Phil Archer, of
still another unit, who had already destroyed three enemy
aircraft while serving with an R.A.F. unit. While guarding a
convoy off the Suffolk coast, Archer noticed a Do. 217 ap-
proaching from the east. As the enemy altered course and
climbed into a cloud, Archer turned and followed, climbed
above the raider and then dived with cannon and machine-
guns blazing. The Dormer’s port engine caught fire, the
pilot jettisoned his bombs and finally the aircraft crashed in
the sea a seething mass of flame. One of the crew baled out.
For this, his fourth victory, Archer was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross.

Defence Against Low-Flying Raiders

But the fighter squadrons have still another defensive
function—the protection of the south coast of England from
attack by low-flying raiders. In the summer of 1942 the
Luftwaffe adapted some of its Focke-Wulf 190 fighters to
carry bombs and used them to make hit-and-run attacks on
coastal towns and encampments. Skimming across the
Channel at sea level, they were sometimes able to approach
unseen, swoop down on a town, drop their bombs, ma-
chine-gun the streets and skitter away again before the full
force of the ground defences could be brought to bear. In an
endeavour to meet this new type of attack, defensive patrols
of fighter aircraft were maintained off the exposed portions
of the coast.

One Canadian fighter squadron has carried out many
such defensive patrols and scored several decisive victories
in quick succession. On August 1st, 1942, a standing patrol
encountered two wave-skimming FW. fighter-bombers fly-
ing towards Brighton and G. G. Davidson, now a Pilot Of-
ficer, a member of the patrol, approached them unseen and
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shot one into the sea, where it exploded as it struck. He
then turned his attention to the second, on which he ex-
pended the balance of his ammunition. Pieces were seen to
break off the FW. as it jettisoned its bombs and fled pre-
cipitately.

Occasionally, long-range bombers attempt these hit-
and-run raids by using any existing cloud cover to mask
their arrival. They, too, are treated with little ceremony by
our fighters, who pursue them up to and through the clouds.
Just a day or so after Davidson made such short work of the
FWs., P/O J. S. McKendy and FS T. C. (Rusty) Gates, on
an interception patrol, spied a Do. 217 through a break in
the clouds over the Channel and dived on it with all guns
blazing. After the first burst the Do. promptly jettisoned its
bombs and dived for cloud cover-but the Spitfires clung to
their victim. Despite the intense evasive action of the en-
emy, they attacked again and again, all the while chasing
the Hun down closer to sea level. As McKendy and Gates
wheeled away after one final burst, the enemy hit the water
and all that remained to mark the grave of the raider was a
large oil slick.

The Nazis also send long-range aircraft, usually at
dawn or dusk, to make weather and reconnaissance flights
over Britain, to report ship movements and to scout for
convoys, news of which they pass along to their more war-
like squadrons for attention. These recces, carried out in
failing light, are most difficult to spot and test all the pow-
ers of observation of our pilots. R.C.A.F. fighters have had
a number of brushes with these wily fellows during the
course of which they have destroyed two and damaged sev-
eral others. On July 17th, FSs Richards and Thompson,
Spitfire pilots, sighted a Junkers 88, doing a dawn recon-
naissance patrol off the Isle of Wight, and quickly closed
on their prey. Six times they attacked the snooper from the
rear, using all their ammunition and observing strikes all
over the enemy aircraft but eliciting little return fire. The
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pilot took no evasive action and soon the gunner ceased to
answer the Spitfires’ hail of lead-but still the Ju. flew
straight on. One of the pilots, wondering at the lack of eva-
sive action and the absence of return fire, overtook the Ju.
and flew alongside at a distance of about ten feet. There
were cannon holes all along the fuselage, in the wings, the
engine nacelles and the tail; the rear gun position was al-
most a total ruin and the gunner was slumped over, his head
covered with blood. It was all too evident that the crew
were dead-and the Junkers was flying itself. The enemy
was later confirmed as destroyed.

Just two weeks later Spitfire pilots of another R.C.A.F.
squadron destroyed a second enemy recce plane, when two
of our fighter boys were scrambled to investigate a suspi-
cious craft flying at a low height over the Bristol Channel.
With no delay and beautiful precision they shot the Ju. 88
down into the channel, where it sank immediately, leaving
no survivors. This was a particularly pleasant victory, since
the Ju. was a regular visitor, which had made almost daily
excursions to the district.



CHAPTER VII

NIGHT FIGHTERS

oped to such a great extent as night fighting. Twenty-

five years ago, when night fighters were first organized
to defend the skies of Britain against Zeppelins and Gothas,
they faced three great problems: (a) how to locate the en-
emy in the almost limitless expanse of the night sky; (b)
how to keep contact until within effective range for attack,
and (c¢) how to find their base again. Their dilemma has
been compared to that of the man, armed with a baseball
bat, attempting to kill a fly in a darkened room aided only
by the beams of a few flashlights.

The menace of the night raider in this war is much
greater than it was in 1918, but defences on the ground and
in the air have kept pace and night fighting has now be-
come a highly developed art to which science has contrib-
uted instruments of amazing efficiency. Today, when en-
emy bombers are reported approaching the coast, the night
fighter crews waiting in the dispersal huts are scrambled to
intercept the raid. From the time of leaving the ground until
they make contact with the enemy they are directed by ra-
dio to the area and height at which the bandits are flying
and following the contest are again directed to their base.
Success in night fighting not only requires carefully trained
air crews but also the closest co-ordination between air ac-

IT is doubtful if any phase of aerial warfare has devel-
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tivity and ground control, in which the radio telephone has
played an important part. Many other, equally important,
aids have been introduced to improve the efficiency of the
night fighter. Since sight, or in the terms of the air force,
night vision, is of paramount importance, numerous plans
have been brought into effect to accustom the eyes of the
night fighter crews to the darkness in which they fight. The
fact that they work by night and sleep by day, thereby los-
ing the health-giving rays of the sun, has also been taken
care of. All in all, the proof that the forward steps of sci-
ence have aided this most specialized art is to be found in
the increasing number of enemy bombers brought down by
our fighters during night attacks on Britain, Malta, and
Egypt.

The success of night fighting, however, can not be
gauged solely by the number of enemy raiders shot down,
though this number is considerable. When an enemy air-
craft is plotted or even sighted it is not always possible to
engage him in combat. Sometimes the bomber, aware that
he is being closely shadowed, may throw off pursuit by tak-
ing violent defensive or evasive action. Frequently in such
cases the enemy pilot jettisons his bomb load in his en-
deavour to escape, so that the night fighter, even though he
may not have been able to bring his guns to bear, can con-
sider his sortie as partly successful in that he has prevented
the raider from attacking the target.

R.C.AF. night fighter squadrons were organized in
May and June 1941, and since that time have shared in this
important phase of the work of Fighter Command. During
the early part of the period covered by this narrative night
fighters were equipped with Blenheims or Defiants and
then changed to the Beaufighter-a twin-engined mid-wing
monoplane with either Hercules or Merlin engines, carrying
a crew of two and equipped with four Hispano cannon and
six Browning machine-guns. In the course of a year, from
the date of their becoming operational until August 1942,
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R.C.AF. night fighter squadrons were credited with the
destruction of eighteen enemy raiders and the probable de-
struction or damaging of many more. And this without the
loss of one of our fighters due to enemy action in the air.
Since that time the score has mounted, though the purely
defensive role they once played limited the number as Hun
raids became less frequent. More recently Mosquitos have
joined the Beaufighters and our pilots have added offensive
operations to their earlier defensive duties.

The activities of a night fighter squadron, like those of
the enemy hit-and-run night raiders, rise and fall approxi-
mately with the phases of the moon, so that almost all our
victories have been won during the full moon period. While
moonlight assists the enemy, it also makes him a visual tar-
get for our patrolling fighters.

The first R.C.A.F. night fighter squadron victory was
won by F/O R. C. Fumerton and his observer, Sgt. L. P. S.
Bing, during the full moon period at the beginning of Sep-
tember 1941. They intercepted a Ju. 88 which was attempt-
ing to attack the Tyneside and stalking the raider from
cloud to cloud finally dived and opened fire before the Hun
had any idea that a night fighter was in the vicinity. The
first burst, fired from behind and below the Ju. at only 50
yards range, set the starboard engine afire and raked the
fuselage from stem to stern. After a second attack the en-
emy aircraft exploded in mid-air and fell in flaming pieces.

Six days later, on September 7th, Fumerton and Bing
again intercepted a raider and got in two bursts of cannon
fire. However, conditions were not as conducive to success
and the raider escaped in the clouds. Fumerton and Bing
were later posted to a squadron in the Middle East, where
they continued their series of night victories in defence of
Egypt and Malta. On two occasions they destroyed two
bombers during a single night. These two Canadians, with a
final credit up to August 1942 of at least 10 enemy aircraft,
were the leading team of R.C.A.F. night fighters and both
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were decorated with the Distinguished Flying Cross.
Fumerton has received a bar to his D.F.C.; Bing is now a
Flying Officer, and lately qualified as a pilot.

Bing’s own description of night fighter work follows:

Night fighting is a specialized form of aerial warfare unlike any of
the other branches of the Service. It calls for high efficiency on the part
of the pilot and observer and a great deal of co-operation both within
the crew and between the crew and the operations controller on the
ground.

The night fighter squadrons, equipped for the most part now with
the Bristol Beaufighter, a twin-engined, mid-wing monoplane armed
with four 20 mm. cannon and six Browning machine-guns and manned
by a crew of two, pilot and observer, go on duty at sunset as the day
fighters return from their day’s work. During the night, if they are in a
busy sector, the squadron will probably fly a couple of patrols-
patrolling back and forth in a specified area for three or four hours
looking for night raiders who may be tempting fate by entering the sec-
tor. If a raid develops, then two, possibly three of the night fighters will
be scrambled to intercept and destroy as many of the enemy as possi-
ble.

The work of the night fighters may best be illustrated by taking a
fictitious night with a squadron-any squadron in a busy sector.

The night flying tests have been completed in the afternoon and the
ugly black Beaufighters are squatting around the dispersal area looking
for all the world like big black toads. They are all on “top line” and
have been gone over and over and over by the ground crews, who take
a great pride in their particular aircraft and endeavour to have it the best
one on the line. A truck comes rumbling around the perimeter track as
the sun is sinking, and decants the crew of the duty flight, who make a
rush for the best chairs in the dispersal hut. A few minutes later the
phone rings and the operations controller, at “Ops.” some miles distant,
puts the squadron on readiness and passes on any bits of “gen” the boys
might be interested in, such as weather reports, height and position of
balloons. He also gives the readiness state, that is, the number of air-
craft required for “readiness”-immediate take-offthe number for “stand
by”-30 minutes take-off-and replacements at an hour.

The moon is coming to the full and everyone is expecting a raid
while it is bright moonlight. There is a lot of bickering back and forth
about who will be first to scramble when the call comes, but the flight
commander settles all arguments by producing a roster he has worked
out showing the order of take-off for everyone. The boys settle down to
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reading, playing cards or the gramophone, just relaxing in readiness for
the scramble, if and when it comes.

Suddenly the phone rings, the first readiness crew jumps up just in
case-Yes! it is “Scramble one Beau”-the crew dashes out, starts up and
is off in a few minutes. Meanwhile, those left behind have ‘phoned the
controller to get the story of the raid, where it is, how many raiders and
how far away. The second crew is ready to go at a moment’s notice and
as the raid builds up the phone rings again, “Scramble a second Beau!”.
The second crew is off with a roar of powerful motors.

The first Beau has by this time climbed to the height of the raid
and is being directed towards the raider that has been selected as the
first victim by the controller. The night fighters are in direct radio-
telephone contact with the controller and receive their orders and direc-
tions from him. The raid has really begun nowsearchlights weaving and
coning over the target area are stabbing here and there after the enemy.
The flashes of the ack-ack guns, followed by the bursts in the air, are
thick and fast, the Bofors guns are going into action, their pretty but
vicious strings of red tracers, known as “flaming onions” curving up-
wards into the night. As the night fighter closes in on the enemy over
the target the controller has the guns stop firing, though frequently the
night fighter takes equal chances with the Hun, flying through his own
ack-ack.

Suddenly the fighter sees the black shadowy outline of the raider
and gives the “tally-ho!” As he closes in, he checks with the observer to
make sure the guns are okay and on “fire”. At about one hundred to one
hundred and fifty yards he opens upthere is a roar as the ten guns come
to life; he sees strikes on the raider, who wavers but answers with or-
ange streaks of tracer. The Beau gives him another squirt; there is a
burst of flame, an explosion and the, raider hurtles earthwards, a flam-
ing wreck, scattering burning pieces through the air as he falls. The
fighter calls the controller and reports the success of his encounter and,
if his own kite is undamaged, starts another chase.

The second Beau has also had a successful interception and is just
closing in. As he opens fire the Hun returns it and the fighter staggers
as an engine is shot out so he retires from the battle and limps home,
noting with satisfaction the erratic flying of the raider. The Beau has
lost his hydraulics so has no undercarriage, but carries out a successful
crash-landing back at the base and on reporting to the Intelligence Offi-
cer finds his victim has crashed and is assessed as a “confirmed”-a cer-
tain victory. He also hears of the success of the first one and that a third
fighter has been scrambled, has had a battle and claimed a “probable”.

The raid is over now and the boys have drifted back in, after hang-
ing around as long as they could hoping for something else to crop up.
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After the Intelligence Officer has qul22ed everyone who was in an
engagement they settle down again to their books or cards. Someone
boils water on the stove and makes tea.

As the dawn starts to break, a weary but satisfied group of crews
climbs back into the truck and start back down the perimeter track to
breakfast and bed as the rest of the. station is getting up for breakfast
and work.

W/C D. G. Morris, the R.A.F. officer from South Africa
who for more than a year commanded the squadron in
which Fumerton and Bing served in England, set an exam-
ple to his pilots by destroying three raiders in two nights
when the Luftwaffe attempted further raids on Tyneside at
the end of September and the beginning of October. During
the night of September 30th, 1941, Morris accounted for a
Ju. 88 and two nights later a He. Il and a Do. 217. He was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and his observer,
Sgt. A. V. Rix, R.A.F., received the Distinguished Flying
Medal. This pair subsequently (in July 1942) added the de-
struction of another night raider to their score.

Though scrambles were frequent in the autumn and
winter months of 1942, enemy activity in our sectors was
light. Visuals consequently were rare and there was little
“joy” for the night fighter boys. However, on September
6th, P/Os R. R. Ferguson and D. Creed damaged a Ju. 88,
and on September 25th-when eight enemy raiders appeared
over Penzance-Sgts.. E. S. P. Fox and H. G. Beynon were
credited with a probable and S/L D. C. Furse and P/O J. H.
Downes shot down a Do. 217 which crashed against a
house and burst into flames near St. Just. It was not until a
month later that successful contact was again made, when,
under the bright October moon, P/Os J. T. Macdonald and
E. W. Eldridge sighted and probably destroyed a Do. 217.
But the success of a squadron is not always gauged by the
extent of its destruction of the enemy and during the period
our night fighters were utilized to a large extent in air-sea
rescues. On one of these occasions, on November 7th, F/O
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A. G. Lawrence and Sgt. H. J. Wilmer found a Spitfire pilot
floating in the sea and threw their dinghy to him. He was
later picked up by a launch.

The winter months also produced several unfortunate
incidents. In at least one of these, tragedy was lightened by
heroism. P/O W. D. Gibson, with Sgt. B. A. Leahy as his
observer, despite engine trouble over the sea, nursed his
aircraft back to base only to overshoot the runway and
strike a building. The aircraft immediately burst into flames
and Gibson lost his life. Thanks to the prompt action of
LACs H. R. Carter, D. A. Cox and J. A. C. Corbeill, Leahy
was rescued from the blazing wreck. For “his heroism
(which) undoubtedly saved the observer’s life” Carter was
awarded the B.E.M. Corbeill has twice been mentioned in
despatches. On the last day of the year P/Os H. Brooks and
W. B. Mosley, both of whom had distinguished themselves
in combats with Dormers earlier in the year, were lost
along with two other men in an air collision.

Beaufighters were also frequently used to guide home
longrange bombers in distress and on one occasion Furse
came to the aid of two such aircraft. One, a Coastal Com-
mand Liberator, had attacked a submarine in the Bay of
Biscay from such a low height-approximately 30 ft.-that the
explosion seriously damaged the aircraft, which had to re-
turn over 600 miles of ocean without elevator control. The
Beaufighter picked up the Liberator and guided it in to
land, where it crash-landed and burned, but with one excep-
tion the crew escaped injury. On the same patrol, Furse was
directed to a Whitley, which he found and led towards land
until it was able to pick up bearings. S/L B. G. Miller and
Sgt. E. Collis had a narrow escape when on October 1st one
of their engines caught fire 18 miles out over the sea. They
baled out, but thanks to the efficient work of the crew of a
rescue craft suffered nothing more than a cold bath.

The fact that there were not more accidents can be at-
tributed to the understanding of such men as W/C R. A.
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Wills, who maintained in their units a complete and well-
co-ordinated schedule of training in which great stress was
laid on the necessity for the utmost co-operation between
aircrews, ground controllers, searchlight batteries, tele-
phone orderlies and the other hundred and one personnel on
whom the success of night fighter operations depends.

Too frequently in a summary of operational activities
the ground crew do not receive the recognition to which
they are entitled. But the work of two men in night fighter
units, F/L D. D. Carr-Harris, engineering officer, and Cpl.
W. K. Mclntyre, was recognized when the former was
complimented by the Director of Scientific Research, Min-
istry of Aircraft Production, while the latter saw an inter-
communication device of his design approved by Fighter
Command.

Despite the uniformly bad weather at the end of 1942
and the beginning of 1943, there were many operational
sorties. However, there were few contacts with Jerry and
even regular visitors like the “weather man” carried on
their daily patrols without successful interruption by our
fighters. But such a period of bad luck must cease eventu-
ally and it seemed for a moment on January 15th that the
elusive Jerry weather man would at last receive his just de-
serts. A patrolling Mosquito made contact and pursued him
for ten minutes, but unfortunately no action resulted and the
weather man lived to reconnoitre again. A week later FS B.
M. Haight and Sgt. T. Kippling opened fire on a Do. 217 at
9,000 ft. and saw strikes from three bursts on the port en-
gine of the Hun. The Dormer was lost to sight in the clouds
but its destruction was confirmed by the Royal Observer
Corps who saw it crash into the sea near Hartlepool. On
January 26th P/O B. M. Harker was complimented by the
A.O.C. of the Group when, after his port engine had blown
one cylinder through the cowling and damaged the port
wing, Harker made a single-engine landing without further
damage to the aircraft-no mean feat in a Beaufighter.
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In February, W/C Paul Davoud, who had been men-
tioned in despatches in June 1942 and had destroyed one
enemy aircraft and probably destroyed another in the more
than 12 months of his night fighter operations, was awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross for his “fine example and
inspiring leadership”.

March produced little more action, though the usual op-
erations, patrols and scrambles were carried out. On the
9th, Lawrence and Wilmer (the latter now a Flight Ser-
geant), while on a routine patrol, encountered a Do. 217,
which they drove into the sea in flames. On the 18th F/O D.
Williams and P/O P. M. Dalton in a Mosquito sighted an-
other Do. 217, which got into a steep dive in a desperate
attempt to escape and failed to pull out. Not a shot had been
fired, nor was there anti-aircraft fire at the time, but the
crew were able to claim a Do. 217 destroyed. The 24th saw
S/L Geo. Elms and F/O J. D. Hore-Kennard destroy a Ju.
88 with a 3-second burst.

From Defence to Offence

Patrols into France saw successful action by F/L R. N.
(Doc) Harrison and P/O E. P. A. Horrex, who pranged four
trains, and P/O G. R. Shipley and Sgt. W. Bonnet, who
scored hits on two trains and a probable on a third. P/Os M.
A. Cybuiski and H. H. Ladbrook, while patrolling the rail-
way lines between Meppen and Papenburg on the evening
of the 27th, damaged one tug, two barges, six freight cars,
two locomotives and two military trucks.

On the 15th of April W/C F. W. Hillock and his ob-
server, P/O O’Neil-Dunne, while on a sortie to the Rubhr,
suddenly found themselves in the midst of several wireless
masts. In attempting to extricate his aircraft, Frankie Hill-
ock did a steep climbing turn and flew through the antenna
at Appledoon radio station. The aircraft responded nobly
and although this meeting with the radio antenna clipped
approximately a foot off the starboard wing tip and made
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several deep indentations on the leading edge, the pair were
able to proceed on their course before returning to base,
where it was found that they were still trailing over 300 ft.
of ”4” copper cable. At about the same time another aircraft
returned to report at least one Dutch town illuminating it-
self on hearing our aircraft overhead. On the same night
S/L Stan Fulton and F/O R. N. Rivers attacked three pas-
senger trains between Lamballe and Rennes, seriously
damaging two of the locomotives and making strikes on the
third. On the next night, F/O M. Taylor, with Sgt. K.
Brown as his observer, attacked and damaged a locomotive
while Harker, flying with Sgt. V. Williams as his observer,
damaged others on a siding. Harker’s aircraft was hit by
fire from a flakship ten miles from Ouistreham and the
starboard mainplane was seriously damaged. Despite this
handicap he made a wonderful landing. Another aircraft
piloted by P/O Dave Grant, with P/O E. V. Domone as his
observer, was hit in mid-fuselage by Bofors flak while at-
tacking a train in Creil. Despite very serious injuries the
observer continued to assist the pilot safely back to base.
On being rushed to hospital after landing it was found that
Domone’s leg had to be amputated. For his courage and
fortitude on this occasion he was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross. Taylor and Brown made another sor-
tie on the 17th, this time against locomotives near Vire,
when they were accompanied by Harker and Williams; the
latter two unfortunately were lost on the sortie. S/L A.
Barker and P/O A. H. Rose spotted a convoy off the Dutch
coast, while FSs D. M. Norman and J. R. Hunt attacked
Rhine barges and a factory. Three nights later Taylor and
Brown were out again; this time they damaged a motor
lorry at Damfort, while Norman and Hunt attacked a freight
yard at Cleeve and barges in the Dutch canals.

To climax the month’s activities, WO D. M. Mackenzie
and Sgt. Taylor attacked two freight trains, one of which
they seriously damaged, and on the 29th the London Ga-
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zette announced the award of the Distinguished Flying
Cross to F/O A. G. Lawrence and the Distinguished Flying
Medal to his observer, FS H. J Wilmer.

During May and June, the most notable thing about
night fighter activities was the expansion of offensive op-
erations. True, it was and is still considered that defence is
the prime motive for the night fighter. But with the gradual
increase in the numbers of aircraft available for offensive
operations the character of the activities has altered consid-
erably. As a result the number of sorties over occupied ter-
ritory in one squadron increased 50 per cent. during the
month of May. However, for the first two weeks of the
month there was little of importance to report except for an
attack on a barge on the Akersloot-Purmerend canal by F/O
C. F. Medhurst and FS W. J. Gordon. With the arrival of
the moon period, which each month brings delight to the
night fighter and fear to the civilian population, who realize
that that is the favourite time for bomb raids, P/O C. F.
Green and Sgt. E. G. White attacked a locomotive at Abbe-
ville and another near Flexicourt, and Mackenzie and Tay-
lor attacked one locomotive near Eindhoven and another
east of Halmond, and then a steam barge at Zaltbommel
works which exploded with a large flash. F/O H. Bouchard
and Sgt. W. Fyfe made a-spectacular score of direct hits on
five locomotives, a motor vehicle and a bright orange light
on a railway line in the Dummer Sea area. All the locomo-
tives were damaged and one was definitely destroyed.
While Bouchard was thus occupied in Holland, Stan Fulton
and Wilcox damaged two trains out of three which they at-
tacked, to round off an exceptionally fine night’s work for
May 15th.

On the following night, Fulton and Wilcox damaged
two trains along the Loire and attacked a third. On the 17th,
Macdonald (now Flying Officer) and his new observer, P/O
H. J. Tennant, damaged five trains and blew a bus off the
road near Guingamp, while P/O Stew Murray and Sgt.
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Johnny Ireland also damaged two trains.

The 18th was no less successful, when Fulton and Wil-
cox damaged four trains and an automobile and Murray and
Ireland added five more trains to their score. R. R. Fergu-
son (now a Squadron Leader) and Creed gave a train a 3-
second burst, but due to the fact that it was in the middle of
a wood the result could not be observed. Norman (now a
Pilot Officer) and Hunt attacked and damaged a train at
Boynes and attacked a second at Puiseaux. Unfortunately
on this night the squadron suffered a severe loss when F/O
Butch Bouchard and Sgt. Fyfe, an experienced team and
extremely well thought of in the squadron, failed to return.

Sgt. S. B. Huppert and J. S. Christie, on a patrol of sec-
tors of north-eastern France on the night of the 18th,
brought a train to a standstill near Béthune. On the next
night, Norman and Hunt continued the good work by scor-
ing direct strikes on a locomotive five miles north-west of
Rhenen and attacking a row of barges near Doesborgh and
goods wagons in a small freight yard near Zutphen. On the
same night F/O G. S. Richards and FS C. Horne damaged
three trains and P/O G. R. Shipley and Sgt. Bonnet dam-
aged another, During this particular sortie Shipley and
Bonnet ran into heavy flak and returned home with a large
hole through one of the elevators and the tail riddled. On
the following night they repeated the performance, but this
time escaped without damage. On the 23rd, Bower, who
had been promoted to Squadron Leader that day, and Bey-
non, were scrambled and returned full of beans as they
claimed a Do. 217 destroyed five miles off Tynemouth. On
the same night Sgt. D. Hildebrand, with P/O H. Wakeman
as his observer, scored hits on wing and engine of a Ju. 88
despite its violent evasive action.

This moon period was particularly successful, as one
squadron piled up a score of 24 trains damaged and two
motor cars believed destroyed-an impressive total, for
which the zealous and untiring efforts of the ground crew in
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the maintenance of a high state of serviceability in squad-
ron aircraft was in large measure responsible. Another
squadron was less fortunate, since weather for these days
was generally bad and only eight hours of night operations
could be rolled up. The luck of the weather and the location
of the base are no mean factors in a night’s success in bat-
tle. This was proved during the following month, when the
most outstanding squadron could only get in a total of some
17 operational hours with all its scrambles ineffective, air-
craft turning out to be friendly or last minute accidents de-
priving them of their lawful prey. The sole consolation of
the squadron was a Mention in Despatches for FS W. K.
Mclntyre in recognition of his submission of a valuable
technical suggestion. Another squadron also had only eight
hours of night operations and could only claim for excite-
ment a near approach to the weather man on the “milk-run”
patrol.

Crews of one Canadian detachment flying with an
R.AF. unit were unlucky when they sighted four Ju. 88s
which were apparently being used as bait for a squadron of
FW. 190s. In the ensuing melee, F/O R. B. Harris and Sgt.
E. M. Skeel were shot down. But the R.C.A.F. fighters had
better luck next day, when they sighted five U-boats and
participated in an attack which resulted in damaging two of
the enemy submarines.

A few days later, four Mosquitos (the Mosquito was
coming more and more into use as a night fighter) one of
which was piloted by F/Os E. A. Murray and P. R. Little-
wood, shot down a BV. 138. Three survivors of the slow
three-motored reconnaissance flying boat were seen in and
around a dinghy. Two days later P/O C. F. Green and Sgt.
E. G. White accompanied an R.A.F. squadron which scored
hits on and damaged two small merchant vessels.

But, altogether, June was a somewhat disappointing
month for the night fighters. Nor was July particularly
eventful, as Jerry had cut his night raids to a minimum.
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With chances of action over foreign fields greater, many
intruder sorties were made over France, Belgium and Hol-
land, but on only two occasions were noteworthy incidents
forthcoming.

On July 15th, P/Os J. A. Watt and E. H. Collis on a pa-
trol for rail and canal traffic over the Dutch-Belgian border,
pranged and stopped a locomotive. On the same night,
Norman and Hunt, the latter recently promoted to Flight
Sergeant, scored strikes on a tug on the Elbe and attacked
freight yards. Ten days later E. A. Murray (now a Flight
Lieutenant) and Littlewood, saw and attacked an enemy
aircraft, which they identified as a Do. 217, about to land
on Deelen aerodrome. Before searchlights and concentrated
flak forced the attackers to take evasive action, strikes were
observed on the Hun’s port engine. Murray flew parallel to
the runway and saw the Dormer, with its port engine flam-
ing, veer to the left, crash and explode. Circling the aero-
drome, the Mosquito pilot noted another aircraft with its
navigation lights on. He fired a long burst of cannon and
machine-gun fire, scoring hits and putting out Jerry’s navi-
gation lights. Result-one destroyed and one damaged. On
the same night Lawrence (now a Squadron Leader) and
Wilmer got a Do. 217 over England. Despite violent eva-
sive tactics by the enemy the Mosquito closed to 500 feet
before opening fire. Jerry dived, following a huge flash
from the starboard engine, but was unable to pull out of the
dive and, still emitting volumes of smoke, hit the sea with a
great splash. This chalked up the fourth destroyed by Law-
rence.

The night fighters carried out a successful air-sea rescue
on the 29th when they located a Fortress which had crashed
in flames in the North Sea. The entire crew was later picked
up by motor launch. The 10th had also witnessed a success-
ful air rescue, when F/O G. R. Morgan and Sgt. D. Bentley
located a lost transatlantic Liberator with ten passengers
which was flying in 10/10ths cloud and half-mile visibility.
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The Liberator was just about to land on an airfield under
construction but was guided by our aircraft to a safe land-
ing at an established base.

August was a very dull month for night fighters. One
squadron reported “No joy-too bad,” and “A bit tiresome,
what,” and wound up the month’s record with “All the air-
crew on the squadron are now operational and it just re-
mains for Jerry to put in an appearance. How we wish he
would”. Another had less than fourteen hour’s of opera-
tional flying, consisting of some half-dozen defensive pa-
trols, one air-sea rescue patrol which produced no results,
and a few scrambles against what turned out to be friendly
aircraft.

Patrols over enemy-occupied Europe had varying suc-
cess. On the 3rd and 14th they failed to produce any results,
but on the 15th P/O R. D. Schulte with Williams damaged
three locomotives, bombed a railroad bridge and, when
twenty miles off the English coast on their return, shot
down a Do. 217. The enemy aircraft exploded and crashed
into the sea, the crew being seen to bale out. On the same
night Lawrence with Wilmer bombed the runway at St.
Dizier and attacked a train in the Paris area, observing can-
non and machine-gun strikes along the train and a vivid
blue flash.

The next night there was a further attack on St. Dizier.
Norman with his observer bombed the aerodrome and then
damaged three locomotives. Watt and Collis bombed . Di-
jon aerodrome and damaged two trains on the way home.
The exploit was duplicated at Dijon by P/O K. R. McCor-
mick and FS W. Nixon.

Patrols on the 17th and 18th were uneventful, though on
the latter date F/O G. B. MacLean and his observer F/O H.
Plant failed to return. Then on the 23rd Cybulski and Lad-
brook bombed the Schleswig-Jagel aerodrome and a rail-
way junction and on the 27th Norman and Hunt bombed
Florennes aerodrome.
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A daylight sortie was carried out on the 29th. Huppert
and Christie attacked four barges, a motor launch and a
dredge on Dutch canals but there was a return to night op-
erations again on the 30th, as Watt and Collis bombed
Deelen airfield.

Air-sea rescues were generally uneventful, but on the
2nd Cybulski and P/0 L. M. Jones with their observers
acted as support to a Lancaster on a search. A dinghy con-
taining survivors was found. Searches for Fortresses on the
5th and 7th resulted only in finding wreckage.

Occasionally enemy fighters were intruded upon. F/O
W. W. Foster and his observer P/O J. H. Grantham nearly
came to grief when, on the last day of the month, they were
scrambled but on attaining a height of 500 feet found them-
selves being attacked from below and behind. They took
evasive action and, by climbing, managed to shake off the
enemy. The aircraft sustained some slight damage.



CHAPTER VIII

INTRUDERS

FURTHER refinement of the art of night fighting
has been developed for certain other aircraft of

Fighter Command, which penetrate into the en-
emy’s territory to batter his aerodromes and make his own
sky unsafe for returning raiders. While the name intruder is
new-a product of this war-those who wore wings in France
25 years ago will recognize the similarity between the func-
tions of the present-day intruder squadrons and those of the
FEs., (pusher fighter-bombers) and Camels which the
R.AF. of those days sent out to attack the bases from
which the Gotha bombers made their nightly forays against
British cities and towns. In those days, the technique was to
patrol above the enemy aerodromes until the raiders re-
turned and- then attack them, or bomb the flare paths and
hangars. Today, the principle is fundamentally the same.

Just as the tactics of night fighting in general have de-
veloped, so have the rules governing this newest type of
squadron. And just as the night fighters who stayed over
the home territory to drive off the Zeppelins and Gothas of
1914-18 were complemented by the intrepid FEs. and
Camels, so are the defensive night-fighting Beaufighters
and other types complemented by the Mosquito and other
intruder squadrons of today.

The primary duties of an intruder squadron have been
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described as “to create as much nuisance as possible for as
long as possible” over enemy aerodromes. Like aerial sen-
tries they patrol the bases of the Kampfgeschwadern, lying
in wait for unwary bombers as they attempt to take off or
land, attacking them in the air whenever possible or bomb-
ing and machine-gunning the runways, hangars and disper-
sal points. Pursuing similar tactics, intruders are also most
effective in drawing off enemy night fighters or in forcing
them to remain on the ground.

The passage of time has increased the variety of objec-
tives against which these squadrons are used, so that now
they include search-light belts, anti-aircraft defences, rail-
way marshalling yards and factories. Recently, intruders
have added train-busting to their activities. Searching along
the railway lines of the Low Countries and Northern France
until they find a freight train, they attack the locomotive
with bombs, cannon or machine-guns, with the intention of
crippling or destroying it and thus further disrupting the
communications and supply routes of the Nazi occupation
army.

Fighter Command’s first night operations over enemy
aerodromes in France were carried out on the night of Dec.
21st-22nd, 1940, just one day after fighter offensive opera-
tions against the Luftwaffe were resumed. Intruder opera-
tions by squadrons specially organized, trained and
equipped for the purpose, have been a regular feature of
Royal Air Force activities since the spring of 1941. How-
ever, it was not until a year later that an R.C.A.F. intruder
squadron began to take part.

The R.C.AF. intruder squadron during the early
months of its existence was equipped with the American-
built Douglas Boston III aircraft, powered by two Wright
Cyclone engines and manned by a crew of three. The Bos-
ton, which was capable of very great speed close to the
ground, was armed with 7 Browning machine guns and car-
ried a bomb load up to 2,000 lbs. Later the faithful Boston



INTRUDERS 153

was replaced by the newer Mosquito which also packs a
most potent sting.

Since the intruder squadrons are among the most hush-
hush units of the R.A.F., their offensive success and the
lives of their personnel depending upon absolute secrecy as
to location, route of ingress to occupied countries and other
details which are of much less concern to a bomber or day
fighter squadron, their work may be discussed only in gen-
eral terms. However, it is permissible to say that since the
inception of the squadron the R.C.A.F. intruders have re-
peatedly bombed runways, flare paths and hangars and
started many fires. In addition to causing material damage,
they have effected considerable dislocation of the Luft-
waffe’s night flying operations. One particularly successful
attack was made on Schipol aerodrome in the Netherlands,
when bombs started a fire which a few moments later
caused a terrific detonation as if an ammunition dump had
been exploded. Though their activities are directed primar-
ily against ground targets, R.C.A.F. intruders have had nu-
merous encounters with enemy aircraft and in the short pe-
riod from the formation of the squadron to the end of Au-
gust 1942 had destroyed at least two enemy machines and
inflicted damage on many more. In the ensuing year they
continued to develop this side of their activities.

One night in May 1942 a Boston piloted by P/O A. Lu-
kas, an American-born member of the R.A.F. but serving in
the R.C.A.F. squadron, was patrolling a German airfield in
the Netherlands. Lukas and his crew saw an enemy aircraft
coming in to land. They dropped their incendiaries on the
runway just as another intruder attacked the enemy. As a
result of these two simultaneous attacks the German
bomber crashed, burst into flames and was totally de-
stroyed. The credit was shared by the pilots and crews of
the two aircraft.

On August 18th, 1942, S/L G. L. Caldwell got his
sights on an unsuspecting Ju. 88 just as it was preparing to
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land with navigation lights switched on. Speeding up be-
hind the Junkers, Caldwell held his fire until he was within
a few yards of the bomber, when he literally blew the en-
emy machine to pieces in one blinding flash. Casually, the
Boston continued its patrol and drove off several other
bombers as they attempted to land. For this and other op-
erations Caldwell received the D.F.C.

The R.C.A.F. intruders also had a most important part,
even if the public heard nothing of it, in each of the three
1,000-bomber raids on Germany. They helped to clear the
air for our bombers on the way to Cologne, the Ruhr and
Bremen by harassing the Nazi night fighter aerodromes.

The intruders also have carried out special bombing
missions and on one such occasion attacked the oil refiner-
ies and tanks at Ertvelde, north of Ghent, starting many
fires. They have repeatedly bombed railway junctions and
freight yards in the Netherlands, Belgium and Northern
France.

Their now famous train hunts began in the summer of
1942. In one night our aircraft attacked five freight trains
and exploded at least three of the locomotives. On numer-
ous other occasions during that summer our Boston intrud-
ers destroyed enemy freight engines and caused still more
trains to stop abruptly after receiving bursts of cannon and
machine-gun fire.

Dieppe

In the combined operations raid on Dieppe, the intrud-
ers, like the fighter and army co-operation squadrons, had
their part. During the operation one of our aircraft, after
bombing its target, was attacked by a FW. 190 which raked
the fuselage from end to end, set one engine on fire and se-
riously wounded the observer. The wireless operator’s seat
was shot from under him; the pilot’s cockpit filled with
smoke and fumes, and the Boston crashed into the Channel,
breaking in two just at the gunner’s compartment. Sgt. C.
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G. Scott, the wireless operator air gunner, was thrown free
just as the fore part of the bomber turned over and sank.
Sgt. W. L. Buchanan, the pilot, and P/O P. C. McGil-
licuddy, the observer, floated to the surface dazed and help-
less. Scott swam to Buchanan’s aid, inflated his Mae West
and dinghy and managed to get the unconscious pilot
aboard. Then he swam to aid McGillicuddy, who due to his
injuries was unable to disentangle himself from the shrouds
of his parachute, which kept dragging his head under water.
Scott freed the injured observer and then helped him into
the pilot’s dinghy, which was the only one to survive the
crash. The one dinghy was not large enough for the three
men so Scott swam about for 50 minutes until the Air-Sea
Rescue Service picked them up. Sgt. Scott’s “conspicuous
courage and determination in the face of extreme danger”
won him the Distinguished Flying Medal.

McGillicuddy, worn out by the strain of his long im-
mersion and the loss of blood, died the following day. Bu-
chanan has since been killed on operations.

—And Af ter

Following Dieppe, intruders continued their regular ac-
tivities of patrolling enemy aerodromes, reconnoitring,
wrecking freight trains and dropping leaflets, but on only
four occasions in the following four months were enemy
aircraft observed. On September 9th, returning crews re-
ported having seen aircraft shot down during the night and
in October one crew saw two aircraft shot down in flames
while another reported seeing three burning. In December
and January crews reported on two occasions seeing air-
craft land at enemy aerodromes, but neither time were they
in a position to attack.

Train wrecking, however, provided somewhat more ex-
citement. In one month one crew attacked eight trains and
damaged at least three. On October 24th, W/C A. E. Saun-
ders fired on and derailed a locomotive in a cloud of steam
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10 miles north of Tours. The following day, the Zeesen ra-
dio station confirmed the attack and added the information
that the engine driver and fireman had been severely in-
jured. On November 16th a Boston came down to fire
bursts on railway yards at Valenciennes and later machine-
gunned a train outside Ghent, while on the following night
six trains were attacked, one being forced to stop just east
of Courtrai and at least three more damaged at Arras. On
the 28th, a train was brought to a halt near Mantes, while
another of our pilots was met by flak from a train which he
endeavoured to destroy. The fact that Jerry now found it
necessary to arm his freight trains was clear evidence of the
success of the low-flying intruders.

On December 22nd, 1942, a Belgian pilot in the R.A.F.,
already the holder of the D.F.C., wound up his activities, on
his last operational flight with the Canadian intruder squad-
ron, in a most spectacular fashion. He was out looking for
trouble generally when he found more than thirty locomo-
tives in the railway yards at Meirelbeke, near Ghent, in his
native land. He emptied his guns on the yards and probably
punctured at least fifteen of the engine boilers. This suc-
cessful sortie was the 35th operational trip for the pilot and
the 65th for his air observer. The latter, a warrant officer of
the R.N.Z.A.F. who had been trained in Canada, had re-
ceived the Distinguished Flying Medal some months previ-
ously. Another New Zealander, an air gunner in the Cana-
dian squadron, had won the same decoration in October
after completing fifty intruder missions.

In February and March, 1943, the weather conspired
against the intruders, but as many operations as possible
were carried out with the, by then, slightly outmoded Bos-
tons. In the meantime, word that the squadron was to be re-
equipped with Mosquitos helped to keep up the spirits of
the crews. On February 13th FS B. G. Henderson, while on
a combined leaflet and intruder raid over the Bayeux area,
was subjected to heavy flak at Caen. His aircraft received
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one direct hit between the pilot’s and the gunner’s cockpit,
which did considerable damage to the equipment and put
the air-speed indicator completely out of commission. De-
spite this handicap, Henderson a few minutes later pranged
a train. On the same night P/O H. C. Craft also shot up a
train successfully, and two nights later S/ P. Burton-Gyles
returned from a train attack near Amiens with a large hole
through his fin and the pitot head connection severed. On
the 16th of February F/L H. D. “enables attacked two trains
successfully. Weather interfered with further action until
the 26th, when Sgt. G. B. James returned from Melun and
Bretigny with flak holes in the observer’s cockpit door. On
the following night F/L R. J. (Dick) Bennell scored hits on
an unidentified enemy aircraft near Melun and on the 3rd of
March shot down a Do. 217 which was orbiting over
Deelen. On the 19th of March Burton-Gyles claimed strikes
on the engine of a freight train near Evreux.

Spring Months

During March, Venables, recently promoted to S/L, was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for participating in
a number of sorties and attacks on enemy airfields in Hol-
land, Belgium and France, and for his inspiring leadership
and devotion to duty, to say nothing of the fact that he had
damaged numerous locomotives and storage tanks. Unfor-
tunately, he was shortly afterwards posted missing when he
failed to return from a trainbusting sortie to Melun-
Bretigny. His loss was a particularly sad blow to the squad-
ron. A further decoration had come to the squadron in
January, when Styles, who had taken part in 99 operational
sorties and had been the observer of an aircraft which had
damaged a Ju. 88 off the west coast of Ireland in 1941, was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Medal. Though not a
Canadian, Styles had served with an R.C.A.F. squadron for
many months.

April saw an increase in activities when 800 hours were
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flown, two enemy aircraft destroyed and a number of trains
damaged. On the 11th, Burton-Gyles destroyed one uniden-
tified twin-engined aircraft at Beauvais but was unable to
engage a second he saw at Creil. Three days later, W/C J.
H. Little, in the face of intense flak, fired a short burst of
cannon fire in the direction of an enemy aircraft which im-
mediately exploded and crashed 100 yards short of the
runway at Beauvais aerodrome.

In May, the intensity of the intruder operations in-
creased. Two nights out of every three saw sorties over en-
emy-occupied territory, and on four nights out of every six
on which the sorties went out there was some definite
achievement. Trains were attacked, locomotives and trucks
being damaged, and on one occasion a train in a tunnel was
so successfully attacked that strikes were observed on the
protruding locomotive. This latter achievement was scored
by Sgt. James and his crew, who on the 25th successfully
attacked barges on the Seine and inflicted damage on an
unidentified enemy aircraft in the Melun-Bretigny area.
Sgt. C. D. Ball and his crew attacked barges on the 18th,
while a signal box was hit by cannon fire by S/L C. C.
Moran and his crew on the 14th. F/L M. W. Beveridge at-
tacked a train on the 12th, damaged an unidentified aircraft
between Evreux and Bretigny on the 7th, and Dick Bennell
damaged another unidentified kite on the 20th.

Of the aircraft, the best testimony comes from an ex-
tract in the squadron diary under date of May 6th, 1943:

The squadron said farewell to an old friend today-the aircraft Bos-
ton III K for Katy. Having completed 320 hours of flying this aircraft
was despatched to X Airworks. . . . Early in the squadron’s history K
for Katy arrived fresh from the factory. P/O Craft, P/O Morton and P/O
Davis made twenty-nine operational trips over enemy territory in her.
During the whole time with the squadron no trouble was ever experi-
enced with her. She was the pride of the ground crews. She leaves the
squadron after completing her tour with the same engines and propel-
lers with which she arrived.
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The ground crew of the servicing echelon were praised
in certain iambic cadences attributed to LAC Wharton,
which were found on the desk of F/L A. Warner, the engi-
neer officer:

We’re just the boys of Echelon
Who don’t wear silver wings;
We only keep them flying
And take the grief that brings.

We get no glaring headlines

And hear no songs of praise;

And when we sign the job as done
Our necks stick out always.

Electricians, fitters, riggers
With instruments and guns
We take a crate to pieces
To see just how it runs.

So aircrew keep them flying,
We’re all behind you here,
And when you score a victory
We’ll be the first to cheer.

June

There was little diminution of activity in June and dur-
ing the second half of the month hardly a night passed but
one, two or more locomotives were attacked and railways
pranged. The 19th saw the introduction of a somewhat new
technique when Moran and his observer, Sgt. G. V. Rogers,
made four attacks on a train, following which they dropped
two 250-lb. bombs on the locomotive which had now
stopped. The results of this attack were not observed, but
from that date it became common practice to use bombs as
well as cannon and machine-guns in attacks on trains.
Some of those who made attacks during the month were:
F/O H. A. Hoar on the 17th; FS D. Walsh and Sgt. H. May
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on the 19th; Dick Bennell on the 20th ; Sgt. W. Gunn on
the same date; FS J. H. Kingsbury, who attacked four on
the night of the 21st; F/O D. O. Norcott, Bennell,
Beveridge and G. Labram, all of whom attacked trains on
the 21st. Ball (now a Flight Sergeant) attacked two on the
22nd, while F/O R. H. Lee damaged three on the 22nd and
another on the 23rd. Labram attacked two, scoring a bomb
hit on the track in front of another on the 24th. Kingsbury
attacked one on the 25th, Moran one on the 26th, and Ball
two on the 27th.

Frequently the targets were varied. Thus Moran had a
go at barges on the Seine on the 23rd. Other targets were
freight yards, aerodromes, runways, railroads and bridges
and, on the 15th, a badly blacked-out factory at Melun.
These sorties were not all accomplished without accident,
and that which befell Labram and Sgt. A. L. Smith on the
night of the 28th is worthy of note. The aircraft hit an ob-
struction near St. Trond, and two minutes later the port en-
gine vibrated and shot out flames. The pilot feathered the
propeller and cut the engine, when, to add to their discom-
fort, on leaving the Belgian coast the port mainplane was
hit by flak which in some way damaged the undercarriage.
On return to base he had to make a belly-landing but fortu-
nately no one was injured.

With these, exceptional activities, the primary purpose
of intruders was not forgotten and in the last week of the
month a number of engagements took place. Beveridge,
Sgt. B. O. R. Bays and FS H. Anderson saw a lighted aero-
drome at Coulommiers on the night of the 20th. An aircraft
which they identified as a Do. 217, with navigation lights
on, was followed in and attacked and left with smoke pour-
ing from its starboard engine as it steadily lost height. It
was probably destroyed. Kingsbury and Yerby attacked an
unidentified aircraft at Mantes on the 24th and scored
strikes on its fuselage and starboard wing roots, while F/L
N. H. Spencer attacked another on the 26th and Ball saw



ApovE: Mechanics at work on an R.C.A.F. Wellington medium bomber.
Brrow: Cologne, Germany, showing very heavy bomb damage.




1. A Beaufort. 2. An R.C.AF. Boston. 3. An R.C.AF. Halifax. 4. An R.CA.F.
Wellington. 5. S/L C. S. (Dusty) Dowie, D.F.C. 6. W/C W. H. Swetman, D.F.C.
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strikes and a bright yellow light on yet another at Bretigny.
On the same night Moran and Rogers, his observer, had a
busy time. Arriving at Avord aerodrome they found full
operations going on, with lights ablaze and aircraft landing
and taking off. They attacked one aircraft, which they iden-
tified as a He. III, and saw it crash in flames. They then at-
tacked a Ju. 88 which, when they forced it to crash, ex-
ploded on the ground. Not content with this, they went off
to Bourges where they dropped bombs on a radio installa-
tion, one of which exploded near a pylon. Then, northeast
of Mantes, they scored hits-on a locomotive. To complete
the month’s work Kingsbury and Yerby attacked an aircraft
near St. Trond and saw strikes on the Jerry before it landed.

While the month was productive of much operational
success it also had its unpleasant side. One crew-FS H. Q.
Findlay, F/O D. A. Carmichael and Sgt. J. W. Robertson-
did not return from a sortie to Orleans and Tours on the
22nd, which added to the grief of the squadron at the loss
of their Commanding Officer, W/C J. H. Little, D.F.C., and
his observer, WO D. H. Styles, D.F.M., which had occurred
earlier in the month.

July

During July intruder operations were carried on for 21
nights and bombing assumed a greater part in their activity.
On the night of Dominion Day, F/O F. W. Hallwood and
P/O L. F. S. Spackman made up for the lack of customary
fireworks (though they could do nothing about the ice-
cream!) by operating in the Amiens-Laon sector where they
bombed a row of blue-green lights to the north of the first-
named city. Owing to the searchlight and flak defences,
they were unable to observe the result. When we read in the
squadron diary that Beveridge was patrolling the Amiens-
Creil sector on Dominion Day and bombed a train and
railway lines near Pacy without observed results and that
uneventful patrols were flown by Moran and Lisson to the
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Orleans-BourgesAvord sector, it means little or nothing to
the average reader, but put against the risks which the in-
truder pilot runs on every sortie as a matter of course, the
simple statement assumes a much greater significance. One
such hazard encountered when crossing the sea at night is
that alert ships’ gun crews are not always able to distin-
guish between hostile and friendly aircraft and as seamen
are notably quick on the trigger more than one Canadian
has been fired on by convoys which he was inadvertently
and unconsciously passing over. Thus by land and sea
alike, Dominion Day in Canada was Walpurgis-night over
Europe.

One of the greatest difficulties of the intruder crew is
their inability to assess their own achievement, which may
be seen in reports that on July and F/L N. H. Spencer, on a
patrol near Coulommiers, Melun and Bretigny, bombed a
railway junction north-east of Bretigny but saw no bursts;
Kingsbury, patrolling Poix, bombed a train near Oisemont
and observed no results; Dick Bennell, on a sortie to Or-
leans, bombed a railway two miles south of Rouen, and
then attacked an enemy aircraft, but saw no strikes in either
case-all due to cloud conditions. The following night, with
improved visibility, Labram saw some half-dozen unidenti-
fied aircraft falling in flames and damaged a train ao miles
from Amiens, while Spencer definitely damaged an uniden-
tified aircraft at Melun but was unable to observe results
when he bombed a train near Breteuil. Kingsbury saw one
of his bombs burst on a railroad track and then attacked six
lorries in convoy, while F/O R. R. Rowlands also saw one
of his two 500-lb. bombs burst on a railway. Railroads,
trains and freight yards were the targets on the 4th, 5th, 6th
and 7th with four, three, five and seven operational sorties
being carried out on those respective dates. On the 8th,
aerodromes were the targets with Moran, Hay and Ball
bombing Florennes, while Beveridge attacked Montdidier-
Rosiéres. Railroads and trains were the objectives of other
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pilots. For the next four nights weather conditions inter-
fered with operations but on the 12th, Lisson, Lee and Paul
Davoud, who for some time commanded a night fighter
squadron but had recently transferred to intruders, all at-
tacked railways while Moran and Beveridge attacked trains.
Hallwood’s aim was interfered with by the hot reception he
received at Cormeilles but he dropped his bombs near a
bridge, just missing the target, while Beveridge bombed an
aerodrome at Mourmelon. On the following night, the 13th,
all efforts were directed against acrodromes when Moran
and Hay went to Venlo, Lee and Beveridge to Deelen, Lis-
son and F/O J. R. F. Johnson to Gilze, Hallwood and FS T.
Griffiths to St. Trond.

The 14th was a stand-down, but the 15th was the most
active night of the month: Davoud started a small fire when
he bombed Rennes airfield and saw bursts half-way along
one runway. Sgt. J. C. Bunch attacked a railway junction,
damaging a freight train, while Rowlands bombed an aero-
drome at St. Dizier, damaging a near-by train and halting a
second, and 