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PREFACE

Preceding volumes in this series have traced the immortal
record of the R.C.A.F. overseas from February 1940 to the end of
August 1944. This third volume deals with the final surge for-
ward by the Allies to the complete collapse and final surrender
of the Nazis in May 1945, followed three months later by the
capitulation of their Japanese partners. It completes the story of
the operational activities of the R.C.A.F. squadrons overseas in
the great war against totalitarianism.

The three volumes have traced the growth of the R.C.A.F.
overseas from the small contingent of 1940 to the powerful,
well-balanced force it had become by the close of the conflict—
the fourth largest air force fighting in the Allied cause. The vol-
umes have presented the record of this force in the British Isles,
North Africa, Sicily, Italy, France, Belgium, Holland, Germany,
Ceylon, Burma and Iceland, and over the broad waters of the
Indian and Atlantic Oceans. They have told the story of what our
squadrons accomplished in all kinds of climate, all kinds of
weather and under a variety of conditions of hardship. They
make no pretense of covering the almost superhuman efforts of
the heroic ground crew who made these achievements possible,
nor do they attempt to deal with the deeds of those many thou-
sands of Canadians who, either as members of the R.C.A.F. or as
officers and airmen of the R.A.F., fought and bled in every part
of the world to which the war in the air was carried. Their pages
do not record the work of that gallant band of women, the W.D.s,
some of whom also gave their lives for their country, and all of
whom lived and worked under the same conditions as their
brothers-in-arms wherever they were.
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The three volumes were not planned as, nor do they profess
to be, a history of the R.C.A.F. The plan of the work did not em-
brace the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan, the essential
foundation for victory in the air; it did not include the activities
of the operational commands of the R.C.A.F. at home which, if
less wellknown than those of the units overseas, were neverthe-
less important in safeguarding our shores and protecting our
shipping routes. The first volumes were written while the war
was still in progress and, in consequence, were limited in discus-
sion of tactics or strategy. Little cognizance has been taken of
German or Italian records which are only now becoming avail-
able and without which a truly historical account cannot be pre-
sented.

While the end of the war brought a considerable relaxation
of security controls it has been deemed advisable, for the sake of
uniformity, to continue the use of squadron nicknames. In some
instances, especially where no nickname exists, squadron num-
bers have been used in this volume. To aid in the identification
of units a list of nicknames with squadron numbers has been in-
cluded.

As in previous volumes a roll of honour has been appended,
together with a list of orders, decorations and medals bestowed
on R.C.AF. personnel and on those members of other Air Forces
who served with R.C.A.F. squadrons.

Ranks and decorations mentioned in the text are those held
at the time of the incident described, and do not include subse-
quent promotions or awards.

All photographs are taken from the R.A.F. and R.C.A.F. and
are in every instance Crown Copyright. Ranks given in the cap-
tions are, as a rule, those held on August 31st, 1945, or, in the
case of deceased personnel, those shown on the day of their
death.

The Historical Section of the R.C.A.F. wishes to express its
appreciation for the help received from those many officers and
men who compiled and kept so faithfully the records upon which
these three volumes have been founded. Grateful acknowledge-
ment is also made to those who participated in the events de-
scribed in this volume and who generously reviewed the manu-
script and made many valuable suggestions.



FOREWORD

The R.C.A.F. Overseas: ‘The First Four Years narrated
the activities of the operational squadrons of the Royal Ca-
nadian Air Force overseas from February, 1940, to the end
of August, 1943. The second volume, The R.C.A.F. Over-
seas: The Fifth Year, carried the story through to Septem-
ber, 1944. Now this, the third and last volume, presents the
record of what our men did in bringing the conflict to its
triumphal conclusion. It'is based on the diaries maintained
by every fighting unit, but it differs slightly from the other
volumes in that some of the controls, exercised for security
reasons, have now been relaxed. With the others it forms a
trilogy that tells in simple language what was accomplished
so heroically by Canadian airmen in almost every part of
the world. The deeds of these men rank with those of their
fathers who pioneered in Canadian military and naval avia-
tion in the First World War. They are deeds of which Can-
ada can be proud, unsurpassed as they are in the annals of
any country in a cause that could not have been better.
They are at once a consolation to the bereaved, an inspira-
tion to our youth, and an incentive to all of us to be worthy
of the sacrifices that were made. But for them our Canadian
way of life would undoubtedly have perished and civiliza-
tion would have rotted and decayed under a universal dicta-
torship.

It has not been possible to give the name of every air-
man who took part in the epic destruction of Nazism and it

vil
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is undoubtedly true that many deeds of great valour will
never be known. Let those here described be taken as a
measure for the rest and may the sacrifices made in the
cause of Canadian freedom never be forgotten.

BROOKE CLAXTON
Ottawa,
May, 1948.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

S the sixth year of the war in Europe opened, the
Atide of war had turned strongly in favour of the Al-

lies and the forces of Nazism were slowly ebbing
away. In the east the Russians had just crossed the German
border and within a month the Western Allies were to in-
vade the Reich also. To the south, the city of Marseilles had
been captured and the Gothic line was crumbling under the
hammer blows of the armies in Italy. The enemy was reel-
ing but he was not yet knocked out.

The unqualified success of these operations, which
made the defeat of Germany only a matter of time, permit-
ted a reduction of ,the great air training establishment
which had been built up in Canada. Already, by September,
1944, it was clear that requirements to meet future com-
mitments were less than had been anticipated. In November
the Minister of National Defence for Air was able to an-
nounce that Canada had sufficient aircrew on hand to man
and support its own squadrons both at home and abroad
“for a war of the same intensity as the present war with
Germany and for a period as long as this war has lasted.”
Earlier in the year a gradual reduction had been started in
the intake of pupils for the British Commonwealth Air
Training Plan; the closing down of schools was accelerated
through the winter of 1944-5, and the Plan was finally ter-

3
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minated on March 31st, 1945.

During the five years of its operation the B.C.A.T.P.
had graduated 131,553 members of aircrew, of whom 55.4
per cent were members of the R.C.A.F., 32 per cent per-
sonnel of the R.A.F., 7.3 per cent of the R.A.A.F., and 5.3
per cent of the R.N.Z.A.F. It had trained pilots, navigators,
air bombers, wireless operator-air gunners, air gunners and
flight engineers. Among its graduates were pilots and air.
gunners who wore the insignia of the Fleet Air Arm of the
Royal Navy, and aircrew whose uniforms or shoulder
badges represented many of the nations that had fallen un-
der the Nazi yoke and were now being liberated—
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Norway, the Netherlands, Bel-
gium and France. Canada’s share of the cost of the Plan in
money has been estimated at $1,589,954,609.94. While the
value of the B.C.A.T.P. had been called in question in the
dark days of June 19.40, when it had been thought desirable
to send every aircrew and aircraft to Britain for defence,
wiser counsels had prevailed and the Plan had proved its
worth in the growing tempo of the bomber attacks on Ger-
man and German-held targets, in the air supremacy
achieved by the fighter pilots, and in the effectiveness of
the anti-submarine war.

In addition to its onerous and most important duty of
administering and operating the B.C.A.T.P., the R.C.A.F.
had built up two powerful forces of operational squadrons
at home and overseas and, further, had contributed many
thousands of air and ground crew for service with units of
the R.A.F. The home-based units played an important part
in the Battle of the Atlantic, flew defensive patrols off the
Pacific coast, and shared in the operations in Alaska and
the Aleutians. Overseas, R.C.A.F. squadrons, totalling 48 at
the end of the war', played their part with Bomber, Fighter,

! This figure includes one squadron, No. 162, which operated over-
seas with Coastal Command, while remaining under the administrative
control of Eastern Air Command of the R.C.A.F.
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as: Nos. 405 and 408 Heavy Bomber Squadrons, No. 6

Group Headquarters, Nos. 419, 420, 424 and 425 Heavy Bomber Squadrons, No. 62 Base,

Nos. 420, 427, 428, 420, 415, 431, 432, 433 and 434 Heavy Bomber Squadrons, Nos. 4353,
436 and 437 Transport Squadrons.




Babces or THE R.CAF, Overseas: Nos. 401 and 411 TFighter Squadrons, No. 120

(Fighter) Wing, No. 412 Fighter Squadron, No. g00 Fighter Reconnaigsance Squadron,

Nos. 403, 416, 421, 441 and 443 Fighter Squadrons, Nos. 406, 409 and 410 Night Fighter

Squadrons, No. 438 Fighter Bomber Squadron, No. 417 Fighter Squadron, Nos. 404, 407,
413, 422 and 423 Coastal Squadrons.
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Coastal and Transport Commands from the North Atlantic
to the Indian Ocean and the jungles of Burma. It is the story
of these 48 squadrons in the last year of the conflict that is
told in this volume.

The R.C.A.F. Overseas, commanded in the. sixth year
of the war first by Air Marshal L. S. Breadner, C.B.,
D.S.C., and then by Air Marshal G. 0. Johnson, C.B., M.C.,
was under the operational control of the R.A.F. Fourteen
heavy bomber squadrons, comprising No. 6 (R.C.A.F.)
Group, and one squadron operating with the Pathfinder
Force were the R.C.A.F.’s contribution to Bomber Com-
mand. In Second Tactual Air Force R.C.A.F. units com-
prised half of No. 83 Group that operated on the continent
in support of the British Second Army. There were nine
day fighter squadrons organized in two wings, three fighter
bomber squadrons constituting a third wing, and three
fighter reconnaissance squadrons in a fourth wing. Another
day fighter squadron remained in England, mostly in a de-
fensive capacity, as part of Fighter Command. In addition,
three night fighter squadrons carried out defensive patrols,
from British or continental bases, against enemy night raid-
ers and flying bombs. One intruder squadron patrolled en-
emy airfields and worked in cooperation with Bomber
Command. This unit became a close support squadron in
the winter of 1944 and its intruder duties were taken over
by one of the night fighter squadrons. A transport squadron
based in Great Britain carried supplies of all kinds to troops
on the continent and also played a part in the great airborne
operations at Arnhem and Wesel. Less well-known, be-
cause their career was brief, were three Air Observation
Post squadrons formed only in the last months of the war.
Commanded by Canadian Army officers and using Army
pilots, though administered and maintained by R.C.A.F.
ground personnel, these units were created to meet the
needs of the Army in the field.

Of the six Coastal squadrons one, having completed its
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work in Ceylon, returned to England early in 1945 An-
other, based in Iceland, patrolled the North Atlantic ship-
ping lanes, while two more guarded the Northwestern and
Southwestern Approaches. A fifth kept watch over the Eng-
lish Channel and the Irish Sea, and the sixth ranged the
Norwegian fjords in search of enemy shipping.

In the Mediterranean and Far Eastern theatres, respec-
tively, the R.C.A.F. had a day fighter squadron serving with
the Desert Air Force in Italy, and two transport squadrons
on the Burma front.

Operations in Europe ceased at midnight on May 8th,
1945, with the unconditional surrender of all the Nazi
forces. Before V-E Day consideration had been given to the
dispatch of some R.C.A.F. squadrons to the Pacific theatre
and to the maintenance of others with the British Air Forces
of Occupation for policing Germany. In accordance with
these plans No. 6 Group Headquarters and eight heavy
bomber squadrons returned to Canada, in June and July
1945, for refitting and training. The eight squadrons were
to be equipped with the newest type aircraft, the Lincoln
four-engined bomber, which was capable of taking on a
heavier load of bombs and carrying them farther than had
been possible with its predecessor, the Lancaster. Three
transport squadrons were to be included., too, in this “Tiger
Force” to ferry troops and supplies wherever they were
needed in the widely dispersed Pacific theatre of opera-
tions. The sudden and dramatic end of the Japanese war,
however, forestalled the dispatch of “Tiger Force” to the
Far East.

In Europe two of the remaining bomber squadrons were
disbanded immediately after V-E day; four were transferred
to No. 1 Group as part of the R.A.F.’s striking force, and
the remaining bomber unit was equipped with Liberators
and transferred to Transport Command. The bomber squad-
rons in the striking force were employed on bomb disposal,
training, and carrying Army personnel to and from the Con-
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tinent. The two transport squadrons, which had been oper-
ating in the Burmese theatre during the last months of the
war, returned to Britain in the late summer of 1945 and
joined with the third R.C.A.F. Dakota squadron in ferrying
freight, mail and personnel to and from widely scattered
bases in Europe.

In addition to the four bomber and four transport squad-
rons which were retained overseas, the R.C.A.F. contrib-
uted to the Army of Occupation a fighter wing of four
squadrons and an A.O.P. unit. The fighter reconnaissance
and fighter bomber wings were disbanded in August 1945.
The other units in 2nd T.A.F. and Fighter Command, as
well as all R.C.A.F. squadrons in Coastal Command, had
ceased existence by October 31st of that year.

As conditions in Europe became more settled R.C.A.F.
commitments overseas were gradually reduced. In October
two bomber squadrons were disbanded, followed by a
transport unit in December, and another transport squadron
and the four squadrons of the fighter wing in March 1946.
Three months later the last units, the A.O.P., two bomber
and two transport squadrons, had been closed down.

Long before V-E and V-J Days the R.C.A.F. had grap-
pled with the difficult problem of demobilization. The
Force reached its peak strength in January 1944 when there
were 215,200 men and women under arms. The trend of the
war had made some contraction possible before the end of
hostilities and on May 31st, 1945, the strength of the
R.C.A.F. was 164,846 officers and other ranks, including
11,329 members of the Women’s Division. The release of
personnel was then accelerated, rising to a peak of almost
34,000 in October. By the end of March 1946 the strength
of the Force had been reduced to 31,336 of whom 3165
were W.D.s. At the end of the year the last members of the
Women’s Division were released, and the Force had con-
tracted to 18,843 officers and other ranks, of whom only
189 were still overseas at Headquarters in London or at-
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tached to R.A.F. units.

To bridge the gap between the huge war establishment
and the setting-up of a permanent peace-time force, provi-
sion was made to retain some personnel, over and above
those in the Regular Force, for an “interim period” which
terminated on September 30th, 1947. This allowed time for
careful consideration of plans .for the postwar R.C.A.F. and
tided the Force over the period in which releases were be-
ing effected.

The peace-time R.C.A.F. will consist of a Regular
Force with an authorised maximum establishment of
16,100 officers and men, an Auxiliary of 4,500 and a Re-
serve of 10,000. The Regular Force will constitute a highly
trained nucleus around which the R.C.A.F. can be ex-
panded in time of national emergency, while the Auxiliary
will provide a reserve of fully organized, manned and
equipped units which can be mobilized quickly into a tacti-
cal air component for operations in conjunction with the
Canadian Army, in the same way that R.C.A.F. wings
formed a part of the 2nd Tactical Air Force during the war
in Europe.

In the squadrons of the Regular and Auxiliary Air
Forces the numbers and war-time associations of R.C.A.F.
overseas squadrons will be perpetuated. The chapters which
follow set forth some of the traditions of high achievement
and devotion to duty which these peace-time squadrons in-
herit.



CHAPTER II

NO. 6 BOMBER GROUP (AUTUMN 1944)

September 1944

‘ x ’ HEN the sixth year of the war began No. 6
(R.C.AF.) Group of Bomber Command had
grown to fourteen squadrons, all equipped with

Halifax or Lancaster heavy bombers. Group Headquarters,
under A/V/M C. M. McEwen, C.B., M.C., D.F.C., was lo-
cated at Allerton Park, near Knaresborough in Yorkshire.
The squadrons were grouped in pairs on stations which
were administered from three bases at Linton-onOuse,
Leeming and Middleton St. George. Under No. 62 Base
(A/C J. L. Hurley) there were six Halifax squadrons, Nos.
408 (Goose) and 426 (Thunderbird) at Linton, Nos. 420
(Snowy Owl) and 425 (Alouette) at Tholthorpe, and Nos.
415 (Swordfish) and 432 (Leaside) at Eastmoor. Four more
Halifax squadrons were in No. 63 Base (A/C J. G. Bryans,
who was succeeded in January 1945 by A/C F. R. Miller);
Nos. 427 (Lion) and 429 (Bison) were at Leeming, and
Nos. 424 (Tiger) and 433 (Porcupine) at Skipton-on-Swale.
No. 64 Base (A/C R. E. McBurney, who was followed in
December by G/C R. S. Turnbull, D.F.C.; A.F.C., D.F.M,,
who a month later handed over to A/C C. R. Dunlap,
C.B.E.) had two Lancaster squadrons, Nos. 419 (Moose)
and 428 (Ghost) at Middleton St. George, and two Halifax

9
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units, Nos. 431 (Iroquois) and 434 (Bluenose) at Croft.
When the Group was operating at maximum strength it was
capable of putting over 280 four-engined bombers into the
air. Another R.C.A.F. heavy bomber squadron, No. 405
(Vancouver), was stationed at Gransden Lodge as a unit in,
the famed No. 8 (Pathfinder) finder) Group. Its Lancasters
frequently helped to mark the target for No. 6 Group’s
heavies flying with the main bomber force.

As a whole, September 1944 was only a moderately
busy month for the R.C.A.F. Bomber Group. But two fea-
tures made the month’s operations noteworthy. . First was
the fact that late in September the Group, in common with
the others, in Bomber Command, was in some measure re-
leased from its tactical role in support of the army in West-
ern Europe. Once again the heavy bombers were able to
return to their strategical campaign against the industrial
centres of the Reich which had been interrupted in the
spring of that year, although they were still frequently
called upon to attack tactical targets. Second was the pre-
ponderance of daylight operations. In the first period of the
Group’s existence (January 1943 to March 1944) the black-
painted Lancs and Rallies had made their attacks under
cover of darkness. There were some exceptions when they
ventured forth by day, but their normal habitat was the
night sky. Now, for a time, night raids were the exception
rather than the rule. September’s daylight effort was highly
successful and was accomplished with a remarkably low
ratio of loss to the Canadian Group. Six aircraft were for
record purposes shown as missing, but of this number three
complete crews were saved when their kites ditched in the
North Sea. In each of these three cases the crew was
sighted and rescue effected by our own search aircraft. The
loss in personnel, therefore, was only three crews or one
tenth of one percent. This was probably due in large meas-
ure to the fact that no fighter opposition was offered during
these operations. Significant too was the steady improve-
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ment registered by all branches in the Group which reached
its acme in a record-breaking performance on the morning
of the 27th when 285 aircraft were detailed for two mis-
sions and all took off.

Out of twenty raids undertaken by major R.C.A.F.
forces in September nineteen were by day, the only excep-
tion being a night attack on Kiel in the middle of the
month. Eleven raids were against tactical targets. Of the
remaining nine, six were directed against synthetic oil
plants and three against other strategic objectives. In addi-
tion to these forays in which large numbers of R.C.A.F. air-
craft took part, small R.C.A.F. Pathfinder forces accompa-
nied R.A.F. formations attacking a rocket storage depot at
La Pourchinte on the 1st, Le Havre on the 5th, 6th and 8th,
Frankfurt on the night of the 12th, Nordstern the following
evening, Biggekerke on the 17th, Cap Gris Nez on the 26th
and Bottrop on the 30th. Four Vancouver Pathfinders were
lost, but the crew of one was safe.

Minelaying operations were also undertaken by the
R.C.A.F. Group on three nights during the month.

The Group’s activities opened on the 3rd with attacks
on six aerodromes in Holland by nearly 650 aircraft, of
which 100 were Canadian Halifaxes. Gilze-Rijen, Eindho-
ven, Venlo, Soesterberg, Deelen and Volkel were the spe-
cific airfields which were to be neutralized inpreparation
for the great airborne operation a fortnight later. Volkel, the
objective assigned to No. 6 Group and a few Pathfinders,
lay under 3/10ths cloud which did not interfere with visual
identification by most crews. Those who could not pinpoint
utilized the target ‘indicators and the running commentary
of the Master Bomber to good effect. When the bombers
withdrew, all the runways were well plastered, many ad-
joining buildings hit and two ammunition dumps had ex-
ploded. The only defence offered was some light and heavy
flak in the target area and along the route. No enemy air-
craft were able to get airborne to protect their base.
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In this attack the R.C.A.F. achieved almost machine-
like precision with over 800 bombs dropped in the centre of
the airfield. Of these, 50 were bang on one runway and 35
on the other, rendering them both unserviceable. Tarmac in
all dispersal areas and on the taxi strips was seriously dam-
aged, two aircraft shelters were wholly destroyed, five were
75 per cent destroyed, two half destroyed and one un-
roofed. In addition one repair hangar was three-quarters
demolished, seven barracks and four other buildings were
completely gutted or seriously damaged. The other airfields
were also attacked with satisfactory results, the raids on
GilzeRijen and Venlo being as outstanding as the one on
Volkel.

It was on this raid that F/L R. J. M. Langlois of the
Alouette Squadron won his gong. The official citation read,
in part, as follows:

When nearing the target the aircraft was hit by anti-aircraft fire. A
large piece of shell struck the casing of the port engine. Shortly after-
wards the engine became useless. Some other damage had also been
sustained but F/L Langlois continued to the target and executed a suc-
cessful attack.

F/L S. H. Minhinnick of the Goose Squadron also got a
D.F.C. for this operation.

It was three days before the Canadian heavies were out
again when 140 of them aided by Pathfinders (seven of
which were R.C.A.F.) were directed against Emden on
Bomber Command’s first major attack against this target in
well over two years. This was also the first time a German
port had been attacked in daylight for a very long time. On
the same day Bomber Command made a larger tactical at-
tack against gun positions in the beleaguered port of Le
Havre, in which a few Canadian Pathfinder aircraft were
involved.

Emden was important not only as a harbour but also as
the main entrance to the Ruhr Valley via the Dortmund-



NO. 6 BOMBER GROUP (AUTUMN 1944) 13

Ems canal and the home of large shipbuilding and repair
works. This was a most successful attack and extremely
severe damage was inflicted on a very large scale through-
out the city. There was an especially heavy concentration in
the centre of the business and residential district of the old
town which was virtually devastated, with nearly every
building gutted by fire or destroyed.

In addition the Nordsee Werke, important builders of
submarines, suffered very heavy loss when their engineer-
ing shops were seriously damaged and the foundry 50 per
cent destroyed. Berkamer Kleinbohn, builders of steam-
ships, also suffered major damage. In the city, the town hall
and 74 out of 46 military installations were completely de-
stroyed while major damage was done to the cattle market,
municipal hospital, post and telegraph offices and the state
bank. Following this raid, 80 per cent of the fully built-up
area of Emden had been destroyed.

The target lay under light 10/10ths cloud at 18,000 feet
but visibility was moderately good and the force bombed
from between 14,000 and 19,000 feet. Early markers were
scattered and soon obscured by smoke so the Master Bomber
took over. Despite some radio interference, he directed ex-
pertly and achieved a good concentration of bombs on the
docks, the inner harbour and adjacent industrial buildings.
One stick straddled a 9,000 ton merchant vessel. Several
small vessels and barges in various points of the harbour
were sunk or grounded. The only defence was flak which
was moderate over the target, but more active at Borkum and
Juist. There was no fighter opposition against our wellcoor-
dinated protecting cover and no Canadian aircraft were lost.

D.F.Cs: were awarded to F/Os A. L. Delaney of the
Moose Squadron, J. C. Lakeman of the Bisons and W. T.
G. Watson of the Porcupines for this foray and for general
good work. The texts of the awards stated:

F/O Delaney’s aircraft was repeatedly hit by pieces of shell. He
himself was slightly wounded in the head. Despite this he directed his
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pilot on a straight run over the target to execute a successful attack.

On the outward journey, many miles from the target, the starboard
inner engine became unserviceable. Some height was lost but, unde-
terred, F/O Lakeman continued to the target and executed a successful
attack. He afterwards flew the aircraft safely back to base.

When crossing the English coast on the outward flight, F/O Wat-
son was compelled to feather the propeller of the port inner engine
when the oil cooler became defective. Despite the loss of engine power
F/O Watson continued to the target and executed his attack.

On the 9th the R.C.A.F. Heavy Bomber Group began a
series of tactical attacks on German pockets of resistance in
France which continued, with few interruptions, throughout
the month. The Group was out in force against Le Havre on
three occasions, the 9th, ioth and 11th; Calais four times on
the 10th, 24th, 25th and 26th; Boulogne on the 17th and
Cap. Gris Nez on the 28th. Domburg in Holland was the
objective on the 23rd after abortive sorties had been made
against this target on the 18th and 19th. During the same
period the R.C.A.F. Pathfinders contributed to six tactical
raids.

On September Sth Bomber Command made the first of
seven attacks in a week against Nazi forces holding on to
Le Havre. R.C.A.F. heavies or Pathfinders took part in six
of the seven operations. W/C H. A. Morrison, D.F.C., of
the Canadian Pathfinder Squadron, who was Master
Bomber for the attack on the 8th which was made through
7-8/10ths cloud at 2,000 feet, saw that the green target indi-
cators were off the aiming point. After telling the main
force to orbit until the markers and possibilities of a suc-
cessful attack in the. difficult weather conditions could be
assessed, Morrison did a let down but while on his fourth
run and still in broken cloud his aircraft was hit by at least
three bursts of flak which did serious damage and started a
fire. As the Lanc had become uncontrollable, Howie or-
dered the crew to bale out and was himself the last to leave
the aircraft at Boo feet. Of the crew, the skipper, F/Ls L.
W. Queale, D.F.C., R. A. Swartz, D. F. C. and R. B.
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Baroni, D.F.C., WO: G. J. D’Arcy and FSs R. Benabo and
R. Matcham (R.A.F.) landed safely in our lines while WO
W. Kubiak’landed behind the German lines and was held a
prisoner for five days until Le Havre was captured by Al-
lied forces. Morrison was awarded the D.S.O.

The next operation against Le Havre on the 9th was
abortive due to 10/10ths cloud and all except the Pathfind-
ers had to bring back their loads. The following day two
forces totalling 1,000 aircraft were airborne, to which the
R.C.AF. contributed over 200. Cloud cover was patchy
but, aided by some visual identification, efficient marking
and excellent control by the Master Bomber, a good con-
centration of bombs was built up and smoke and dust soon
obscured the aiming points. Flak was negligible and no
fighter cover was needed as once again no enemy aircraft
came to the defence of the garrison. There were no casual-
ties.

Following this attack much fresh damage was noted in
the besieged port with one very close concentration of cra-
ters just to the east of the centre of the town and very heavy
general damage to the business and residential section and
to barrack buildings. Two artillery batteries were com-
pletely demolished while four others suffered from near
misses. In addition a stretch 600 yards wide from the beach
to the south of the target area was well plastered.

In the final attack on the morning of the 11th, the
R.C.AF. contributed one quarter of a force of over 200.
Once again opposition was extremely light and no losses
occurred. Weather was clear over the target with excellent
visibility and the first crews bombed after visual identifica-
tion of the aiming point. When smoke partially obscured a
second aiming point the Master Bomber gave instructions
to cease bombing with the result that 29 of our aircraft
abandoned the mission. Other crews however orbited until
they saw fresh T.I.s descending around the target area. The
Master Bomber gave instructions to bomb on these and a
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good concentration was achieved. The next day the Nazi
garrison surrendered to a British Division of the Canadian
Army.

From Le Havre the attack shifted to Boulogne where
another German force was invested by the Canadians while
stubbornly clinging to the port. On the 17th Bomber Com-
mand sent out a force of nearly 800 heavies to soften the
enemy’s defences. The R.C.A.F. provided over.200 air-
craft, one of which did not return. This kite, flown by F/O
J. M. Prentice of the Bisons, picked up some flak which put
both starboard engines out of action, holed the wing and
started a fire. When the blaze spread the crew baled out
over the sea. Another Bison bomber (captain, F/O M.
Lanin) witnessed the incident and immediately sent out
calls for help. Lanin remained circling over the scene to
direct rescue aircraft. A Walrus landed on the sea, picked
up the seven men and transferred them to a high speed
launch which took them to an English port.

The raid was spread out over the whole morning and
was carried out at first under clear skies which closed to
8/10ths cloud before the last waves bombed. Marking was
excellent and bombing well concentrated, with the aircraft,
when necessary, coming below the clouds to drop their
loads. Around most of the aiming points the craters were
grouped so thickly as to obliterate roads, buildings and
trench systems. In addition two rail bridges and a road
bridge had collapsed and many small buildings around the
Mont Lambert radar station had been destroyed, while
locks and quays in the dock area had suffered substantial
damage. Six days later the Canadian Second Corps cap-
tured the port and its garrison of 10,000 Nazis.

The attacks on Calais were likewise for the purpose of
reducing strong points in the area to open the way for the
capture of the port. Here too, extreme accuracy was neces-
sary owing to the nearness of our own troops. Of 630 air-
craft which attacked five aiming points on the 10ththe
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R.C.AF. Group supplied 105 on two of the targets. The
Vancouver Squadron also contributed twelve aircraft for
the Pathfinders. The area was partially covered by cloud
when the attack commenced but this dispersed before
bombing was oompleted and the majority of crews were
able to pinpoint their objectives. Aided by well placed
markers, a good concentration was registered on all five
APs. No Canadian aircraft were missing.

A force of 190 aircraft set out in the early evening of
the 24th to attack more objectives in the Calais district.
There was 10/10ths cloud in the target area, with cloud
base at about 2000 feet and good visibility below. Many of
the crews, including those from the R.C.A.F. Group,
bombed below the overcast and achieved a nice patern on
three of the five aiming points. The attack on the others was
abandoned, however, due to the heavy ground defences
which were encountered at the extremely low bombing
height. Nevertheless there were no R.C.A.F. casualties.

On the following day, of 875 aircraft that were des-
patched 575 had to abandon the attack as the low cloud
which had covered the target on the previous day still per-
sisted during the first part of the morning. By 10.30 a.m.,
however, it had cleared somewhat and later waves contain-
ing 240 R.C.A.F. aircraft dropped their bombs through
breaks in the clouds and achieved a fair concentration under
difficult conditions. Again no Canadian crews were lost.

The assault was renewed on the 26th when a force of
725 including 170 R.C.A.F. crews was directed against a
series of strong points around Calais and in the Cap Gris
Nez area. At the opening of the raid weather conditions
were excellent and well-placed markers drew accurate
bombing, but before the last wave arrived the weather had
deteriorated considerably. Although the defences were neg-
ligible, W/C C. W. Palmer, D.F.C., the Commanding Offi-
cer of the Vancouver Squadron, was lost with his crew of
F/Ls W. Goddard (R.A.F.), A. J. Wilcock, D.F.C., and H. J.
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Anderson, D.F.M., F/Os C. E. Laishley (R.A.F.), W. G.
Peacock and I. Lauckner, D.F.C. and P/O F. J. A. Frey.
Three of the crew who evaded capture, Wilcock, Anderson
and Lauckner, stated that while over the target the aircraft
was hit in bomb bays, caught fire and crashed. They were
the only survivors.

The Calais raids brought three D.F.Cs. and a D.F.M. to
members of the R.C.A.F. F/L L. R. Van Kleeck of the Li-
ons and F/Os J. Y. A. Cote and J. R. St. Germain, G.M., of
the Alouettes got the D.F.C., while Sgt. J. D. Hamilton of
the Leasides, who was later commissioned, was awarded
the D.F.M.

Two days later the Calais and Cap Gris Nez defences
were visited again by a force of 500 Bomber Command air-
craft, following an attack on the 27th in which the R.C.A.F.
was not involved. The 250 R.C.A.F. bombers were directed
against Cap Gris Nez to attack six defended positions.
Cloud and poor visibility made things extremely difficult
for the Master Bombers and consequently a proportion of
the attacking force was instructed to abandon its task.
Bombing generally was accurate and concentrated on the
markers on four of the six aiming points. On the 30th Cal-
ais fell to the Canadian Second Corps.

The measure of success achieved by these heavy bom-
bardments may be judged from the following message sent
by Lt. General H. D. G. Crerar, C.B., D.S.0O., G.O.C. in C.,
First Canadian Army to Air Chief Marshal Sir A. T. Harris,
K.C.B.,0.B.E., AF.C.,, A.O.C.-in-C., Bomber Command:

Our total casualties in the capture of Calais and Gris Nez were un-
der 300 and over 1,000 prisoners were captured. Considering the
strength of the defences such a success would have been impossible but
for the accurate, consistent and timely, effort of Bomber Command.

I hope you willl accept my sincere appreciation of all you did for
us and pass on to your staff and aircrews and ground staffs my thanks
for their indispensable share in this very satisfactory operation. I hope
your casualties were light.
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The last in the series of tactical targets were gun em-
placements at Domburg on Waicheren Island, against
which a small R.C.A.F. force was directed in two waves on
the 23rd. Marking and bombing were good in both attacks.
Defences were negligible, consisting solely of slight flak.
Photographic interpretation showed a good concentration of
bomb craters in the target area, though there were no direct
hits on the gun emplacements.

In addition to these operations in direct support of the
army the R.C.A.F. played a large part in six attacks of the
sustained R.A.F. offensive against synthetic oil plants in
Germany. Canadian bombers took part in raids against Cas-
trop-Rauxel on the zith, Wanne-Eickel and Dortmund on
the following day; BottropWelheim and Sterkrade-Holten
on the 27th and Sterkrade again on the 30th. A few
R.C.A.F. Pathfinders joined large forces of the R.A.F. in
another attack on Nordstern on the 13th and Bottrop on the
30th.

Castrop-Rauxel was an important centre for synthetic
oil, nitric acid and ammonia and had two important tar dis-
tillation plants. It was attacked by 105 Canadian Hallies,
with a few Pathfinders, in weather that permitted visual
identification. This, combined with clear-cut and concise
directions from the Master Bomber, produced an excellent
pattern of bursts and many explosions, one of which was
particularly noteworthy. Flak defences were moderate to
intense around the target which was crowned by a column
of heavy black smoke as our bombers withdrew. The syn-
thetic oil plant, which was the main target, suffered moder-
ate though general damage with some roofs stripped and
others holed. In addition there was minor damage to a cok-
ing plant.

The work of S/L B. S. Imrie of the Bluenose Squadron
on this raid was cited when he was awarded the D.F.C.

His aircraft was hit by anti-aircraft fire before and during the
bombing run, resulting in the stoppage of oil to the starboard outer en-
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gine and damage to the main fuel supply to the starboard engine. Both
engines ceased to function. The aircraft lost height and was repeatedly
hit by anti-aircraft fire. Nevertheless S/L Imrie maintained complete
control and his task was completed successfully.

Leaving the target the aircraft was again hit and the elevator con-
trol rod partly severed. S/L Imrie reached base safely, where on inspec-
tion, forty-two holes were found in the aircraft.

P/O J. Vine of the Swordfish Squadron was also decorated
for his work on this attack as was F/O R. A. St. Amour of
the Alouettes. F/O M. J. Laderoute, who had completed one
tour as a wireless operator/air gunner and was on his sec-
ond tour with the Bluenose Squadron, was killed by flak
during the raid, while flying with F/O George Halcro, a pi-
lot also on his second tour.

On the 12th, Wanne-Eickel lay under an effective
smoke-screen when the main body—a force of 100 heavies
supplied by the R.C.A.F. Group and led by a few Pathfind-
ers—arrived, so that only the earlier crews were able to
bomb visually. The majority of the sticks were accurately
placed, though there was some spread to the north-west.
Defence consisted of moderate to intense flak in a light bar-
rage around the target area. Though the damage done sepa-
rately by this and two raids by the U.S.A.A.F. a day or two
earlier was not great, the cumulative effect was consider-
able, and superficial damage was widespread.

F/O J. W. Abell, navigator for F/L R. R. Haw of the
Iroquois Squadron, was awarded a D.F.C. for his part in
this raid. Though incapacitated by severe wounds in the
legs he continued to give expert advice with the result that
the pilot was able to bring the aircraft back to base. Another
D.F.C. winner was F/O W. C. Kent of the Thunderbirds,
whose citation stated in part:

During the bombing run over the target the port outer engine was
hit by anti-aircraft fire but F/O Kent continued with his task and then
set course for home. Over the German border the starboard inner en-
gine and oil pressure began to fail. The aircraft lost height. When over
the North Sea this engine began to lose power but with great skill, F/O
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Kent brought the aircraft and its crew safely back to base.

F/O V. T. Woods of the Vancouvers won his gong for a
similar feat.

During the bombing run, the aircraft was hit by anti-aircraft fire
and sustained severe damage but the attack was pressed home. Two
petrol tanks had been punctured and, as the bomber turned away from
the target, ,a third was pierced. On the homeward flight, F/O Woods
used the engines with great skill thus conserving a certain amount of
petrol. As the enemy coast was crossed the last remaining 