












































































































































PART TWO
The Admiralty and the Air









The German submarine U 14 was hit on the stern by an aerial bomb during the night of
1/2 Feb. 1915, while alongside the Zeebrugge mole — the first time in history that an
aerial bomb inflicted serious structural damage on a warship. (Q 51410)

British naval airships on coast patrol (Q 18268)






Canadians who joined the RNAS in Canada eventually found themselves at the Crystal
Palace in London, undergoing basic ground training which included rifle drill. Visiting

them, J.B. Brophy of Ottawa (then serving in the RFC) noted that ‘The place was alive
with Naval youths, whom 1 scorned ... A useless outfit. They sure have a nice place at

the Crystal Palace, but it is not war.” (AH 456)


















Lt S.D. Culley made the first successful take-off from a towed lighter on 31 July 1918.
Less than two weeks after this picture was taken Culley shot down zeppelin L 53 over
the North Sea, having taken off from a lighter. Born in the United States of a Canadian
mother, Culley and his family had lived in Vancouver before the war. (AH 527)



An SS ‘2’ non-rigid airship escorting a 1918 convoy. One of the crew is semaphoring a
message to the airship carrying the cameraman. (Q 20643)

In the foreground an Ss ‘Z’ airship ready to lift off on patrol. Behind it (and already in
the air) a ss ‘C’: note the trefoil cross section of the latter. (Q 18263)






