








A crew from No 429 Squadron photographed these markers, searchlights, and Flak over 
Kassel on 22/23 October r 943. It was after this raid that Sir Arthur Harris asked the Air 
Ministry to state unambiguously that Bomber Command's objective was to attack the 
German civilian population 'as such.' (LMG 1051) 

Cardinal Villeneuve talks with groundcrew of No 425 Squadron during his overseas 
tour in October r944. Note the preponderance of day (20) over night (9) operations 
flown by this Halifax III at this stage of the war. (PL 33476) 



Pilot Officer A.C. Mynarski of No 419 Squadron was awarded a posthumous Victoria 
Cross for his heroism during a raid on Cambrai, France, on 12 June 1944. (PL 38261) 

Members of a No 433 Squadron Halifax crew at Skipton-on-Swale are debriefed after 
an attack on v-1 installations. The two crew members seated on the right are Flight 
Sergeant N.D. Dixon and Flying Officer T.J. Kelly . At top centre, with his left hand on 
his cheek, is Group Captain F.R. Miller, the station commander, who would become 
Canada's first chief of the defence staff, 1964-6. (PL 32767) 



Nos 431 and 434 Squadrons are briefed before one of the two very heavy and effective 
raids mounted by Bomber Command against Essen in October 1944. (PL 33941) 

Group Captain J.E. Fauquier, DSO and Bar, DFC, who commanded No 405 Squadron in 
1942 and then again in 1944, when it was part of No 8 (Pathfinder) Group, was also the 
last wartime commander of the RAF' s famous No 617 Squadron - the Dam busters. He is 
standing by one of the 22,000-lb 'Grand Slam' bombs employed by this unit in the last 
months of the war. (PL 44700) 



The pilot and bomb-aimer of a No 428 Squadron Lancaster x stand beneath the open 
bomb bay of their aircraft prior to an attack on an oil refinery in the Ruhr late in I 944. 
The comparatively short range to the target allowed a full load to be carried, in this case 
500-lb general purpose high-explosive bombs. The dome of the H2S radar installation is 
visible immediately behind the bomb bay. (PL 40683) 



As the war progressed, firefighting equipment at the RCAF's bases in Yorkshire became 
increasingly efficient. Canadians man a monitor firetender at Linton-on-Ouse in late 

I 944· (PL 4057 I) 



Fitters of No 420 Squadron work on the Hercules engine of a Halifax in the summer of 
I 944· (PL 30746) 



The rear turret of a No 408 Squadron Lancaster u, badly damaged in a duel with a 
German night-fighter. (PL 26856) 

In March 1944 No 419 Squadron, based at Middleton St George, became the first to be 
equipped with the Canadian-built Lancaster x . This lineup shows the enlarged bomb­
bay doors designed to allow these machines to carry an 8000-lb bomb. KB 711, whose 
tail can be seen in the foreground, was the first Lancaster x to be lost on operations, 
going down on the night of 1/2 May 1944 during a raid on the railway yards at St 
Ghislain, France. (PL 29474) 



One of the first Canadian-built Lancaster Xs of No 419 Squadron lands at Middleton 
St George in April 1944. On the ground is a Halifax II, which No 419 had flown 
previously and which was still on strength of No 428 Squadron. (PL 29083) 

A bombing photo taken during a No 6 Group attack on v-1 launching sites in France in 
July 1944, showing a Halifax over the craters from previous raids. Flying bomb sites 
were extremely difficult to destroy. (PL 30780) 



General Sir Bernard Montgomery examines the damage to a village caused by a Bomber 
Command raid mounted to support his army ' s advance in Normandy. (B 6932) 



Damage to Frankfurt caused by Allied raids conducted on the city between 1 8 and 24 
March 1944. (CL 4276) 

No 5 Group destroyed the rail yards at Juvisy, France, on 19 April r 944, one of the 
most successful transportation raids attempted before D-Day. (c4297) 



A parachute rigger with an RCAF squadron in the delicate task of straightening the cords 
of the parachute before repacking. (PL 4915) 



A member of the RCAF's Women's Division in the control tower of an airfield in the 
United Kingdom, maintaining communications with both aircraft and ground control. 
(PL 22891) 

The smoke and fireball caused by the explosion of a Lancaster loaded with a 4000-lb 
bomb and incendiaries after it crashed while taking off from the RCAF base at Croft, 
Yorkshire, in early 1944. The crew were fortunate enough to get clear before the aircraft 
exploded. (PL 44939) 



A No 6 Group Halifax photographed during a raid on the French city of Le Havre, 
which was occupied by the Germans until I 1 September 1944. (PL 32846) 

Halifax ms of No 425 Squadron at Tholthorpe, Yorkshire, late in 1944. (PL 40185) 



A direct hit on a bridge with a 22,000-lb bomb - part of the Transportation Plan. The 
Lancaster is from No 617 Squadron. (PL 144260) 

A concentrated mass of Window falls over Mi.inster on 12 September 1944 to confuse 
the German Flak-control radars. The smoke prevented accurate damage assessments, 
but the fires burned for several hours. (PL 144263) 



The German night-fighter base at Deelen, in Holland, was attacked by day on 15 August 
r944. When weather conditions like this prevailed, daylight bombing could be extreme­
ly accurate. (PL 144254) 



Yokel airfield after an attack by No 6 Group on 3 September 1944. Bomber Command 
made a number of successful raids against Luftwaffe bases in France and the Low 
Countries in August and September 1944. (PL 32218) 
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A map and H2S image of DUsseldorf, 2/3 November r944. All too often, the H2S return 
over the Ruhr was little more than an unhelpful blob. (PT 302550) 

On the night of 17/18 December 1944 the towns of the Ruhr stood out well on the H2S 
cathode ray screen. (PT 302547) 



HAMBURG &. HARBURG APPROACfl FROM WEST MA!.!K ][ 

Near the coast, and with the Elbe River, Aussen Alster, and docklands giving a distinc­
tive return, Hamburg was a good H2S target. (PT 302558) 



Emden, photographed by a No 419 Squadron crew on the daylight raid of 6 September 
1944 - an attack which bothered more than a few crews because, for the first time, they 
could see the destruction they were causing. (MSG 3996) 



Bomber Command lost 95 of the 795 crews dispatched to Nuremburg on 30/3 r March 
1944, primarily because of the wonderfully clear skies illustrated here in the bombing 
photo taken by Flight Sergeant H. Menzies of No 432 Squadron. (EMR 843) 



Wing Commander R.J. Gray of No 420 Squadron (centre) with Air Commodore J.L. 
Hurley, Group Captain P.Y. Davoud, Air Vice-Marshal C.M. McEwen, and Group 
Captain J. Lecomte on the occasion of the squadron's departure for Canada, June 1945. 
(PL 44838) 

Some of the bomb damage in Munchen-Gladbach, early 1945. (PL 42341) 



Bomb damage to the south of Cologne cathedral. (PL 42536) 

Destruction, mainly by aerial bombing, in the German city of Cologne. (PL 42542) 



Groundcrew clear snow from the wing of a Lancaster during the winter of I 944-5 at 
Middleton St George. (PL 41650) 

No 6 Group participated in the heavy attack made on Hannover on 25 March 1945 in 
order to cut the rail Jines and roads running through the city and so slow German 
reinforcement of the Rhine battle area. (PL r 44266) 
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A 4000-lb bomb and a load of incendiaries in the very cloudy sky over Dortmund on 12 
March 1945. A total of 1 I08 aircraft were dispatched to the target (a record), 192 of 
them from No 6 Group. The ' cookie's' lack of aerodynamic form (and therefore 
inherent inaccuracy) is obvious. (PL 144267) 




