











The HMCS Huron, Tribal class destroyer, first commissioned in 1943. She is seen here
returning to Halifax in April, 1963, flying her paying-off pennant. The length of the
pennant, representing a long time in commission, is fitted with bladders to keep afloat.

























The newly presented colours of the three commandos of the Canadian Airborne Regiment lowered in salute, CFB
Edmonton, 1973.




A veteran artillery piece and modern guns of the 30th Field Regiment, Royal
Canadian Artillery (the Bytown Gunners), fire a national salute on Canada Day,
| July 1975, Parliament Hill, Ottawa.




Howitzers of the 30th Field Regiment, Royal Canadian Artillery (the Bytown
Gunners), firing a salute in tribute to Canada’s war dead, Remembrance Day,
Confederation Square, Ottawa, 1975.




The Right Honourable Jules Léger, Governor-General, taking the salute of a guard
mounted by the Royal 22e Régiment, Parliament Hill, Ottawa, January, 1974.




The guidon of the Royal Canadian Dragoons and escort in armoured personnel carriers, while centurion tanks of the
regiment fire a feu-de-joie commemorating the regiment’s part in the Battle of Liliefontein, South Africa, in 1900 at Lahr,
Germany, November, 1975.



The Honourable Pauline M. McGibbon, lieutenant governor of Ontario, and her guard of honour
composed entirely of women of the Canadian Forces, CFB Trenton, 1975,




A destroyer alongside at Halifax illuminated for the festive season, Christmas,
1971,




The colour of the Royal Canadian Air Force and the newly-presented standard
of 439 Squadron being marched past, Baden, Germany, 1973.




The ceremony of changing the guard by the Public Duties Detachment, composed of guardsmen of the
Governor-General’s Foot Guards of Ottawa and the Canadian Grenadier Guards of Montreal, Parliament
Hill, Ottawa, August, 1975. In the foreground is the centennial flame fountain displaying the armorial
bearings of the provinces.




The ship’s company of HMCS Quebec, cruiser, mustered on the fo'c’s’le as the

ship crosses the equator to the accompaniment of the ancient crossing the line
ceremony, 1954,




Crossing Canada’s Arctic Circle — a frigid King Neptune and court — HMCS
Proctecteur, 1973.




King Neptune and Queen Amphitrite about to preside over the crossing the line

ceremony in HMCS Cape Scott at the equator on the South Pacific on passage to
Easter Island, 5 December 1964,




The flypast of Canadian Forces CF-104 Starfighter aircraft on the occasion of presentation of squadron
standards by His Royal Highness the Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, in Baden, Germany, May, 1973.



Mayor Charlotte Whitton of Ottawa inspecting the 2nd Battalion, Regiment of
Canadian Guards, on the occasion of the regiment receiving the freedom of the
city of Ottawa, 1964,




A soldier of the 8th Canadian Hussars (Princess Louise’s), leading the
regimental mascot, Princess Louise II, 1973.




A quarter guard mounted at the regimental headquarters, the Citadel, Quebec, by the Royal 22e Régiment with the
regimental mascot, Batisse, in attendance, June, 1958.




The roundel marking of aircraft of the period of the Great War, 1914-1918, as displayed on a restored
Sopwith Pup here landing at CFB Ottawa (Rockcliffe), 1975.




The modern roundel identifying Canadian military aircraft, in this case a CF-101 Voodoo of 425
(Alouette) Squadron, 1973.




The pipe band from CFB Ottawa, wearing the tartan of the Royal Canadian Air
Force, being inspected by His Royal Highness the Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh,
on the occasion of presentation of squadron standards at Baden, Germany, May,
1973. The national flags are those of nations of the North Atlantic Treaty

Organization.

The cadet choir preparing for the annual Christmas carol service, a long tradition at
the military college, Royal Roads, Victoria.




The drumhead consecration of the colours of the Canadian Airborne Regiment, Edmonton, June, 1973. The presentation
was made by the Honourable Grant MacEwan, lieutenant governor of Alberta.




The consecration of the standards prior to their presentation to 421, 439 and 441 Squadrons by His Royal Highness the
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, Baden, Germany, May, 1973.




The presentation of new colours to regiments of the Canadian army by Her Majesty
the Queen on Parliament Hill, Ottawa, during the royal visit in the year of the
centenary of Confederation, 1967.



The queen’s colour of the Royal Canadian Navy with armed escort, Halifax,
1959. The ratings are of the gunnery branch and the chief petty officer is armed
with a cutlass.




The Canadian Forces ensign.
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The guidon of the Royal Canadian Dragoons.
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The guidon of the 12e Régiment Blindé du Canada.
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The queen’s colour of the Ist Battalion, Royal 22e Régiment.
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The regimental colour of the Governor-General's Foot Guards.
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The regimental colour of the Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment) of
Canada.
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The colour of Air Command.




The squadron standard of 400 Squadron.










The colours of 2nd Battalion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, being
marched on board a Boeing CC 137 transport aircraft at Winnipeg as the battalion
proceeded on peacekeeping duty in Cyprus, 5 October 1972. Note the silver-gilt laurel
wreath honouring the regiment for its gallantry in the Great War, 1914-1918, presented
by Her Royal Highness the Princess Patricia, colonel-in-chief, in 1919. The ribbon is
that of the United States presidential Distinguished Unit Citation, awarded for the
Patricia’s fight at Kapyong, Korea, in April, 1951.
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The colours of the 1st and 2nd Battalions, Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment) of
Canada, being paraded for the last time prior to the regiment reverting to reserve
status, CFB Gagetown, June, 1970.







An officer of the 2nd Battalion, the Regiment of Canadian Guards, performing the
ancient ceremony of striking the door of the sanctuary with the hilt of his sword
requesting admittance to lay up the old colours of the regiment, Notre Dame Basilica,
Ottawa, August, 1969.
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Majesty, members of the royal family, the Governor-General, or a lieutenant-
governor, or in a ceremonial parade in honour of the queen’s birthday.

The trooping of the second or regimental colour is carried out on a great
variety of occasions in Canada today. For example, on 6 June 1970, at CFB
Gagetown, two battalions of the Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment) of
Canada, trooped their colours to mark their departure from the regular order
of battle. On several occasions the 48th Highlanders of Canada have
performed the ceremony at the Canadian National Exhibition Stadium and
Maple Leaf Gardens in Toronto for capacity audiences, the proceeds being
donated to worthy charitable organizations.5? The guidon of the British
Columbia Dragoons, presented in 1967 by Her Royal Highness, Princess
Alexandra of Kent, is trooped annually in one of three cities of the Okanagan
Valley, Vernon, Kelowna and Penticton.8

Finally, to return to the meaning of the colours, this is brought home in a
very special way to the officers and men of one militia regiment. Every year, in
the spring, the Royal Montreal Regiment reconsecrates its colours in the
regimental church, St. Matthias, Westmount, “to the memory of all our war
dead.”?
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Appendix
Calendar of Anniversaries
Observed by the Canadian Armed Forces

Each year since 1970, in January, the Royal Military College,
Kingston, and the United States Air Force Academy, Colorado
Springs, compete in a two-game hockey series. In the odd-numbered
years, the USAFA team visits Kingston; in the even, the reverse.

Traditionally, New Year’s Day is celebrated widely throughout the
Canadian Forces. Many units enjoy activities, the nature of which are
peculiar to a particular base, station or unit, and these are mentioned
elsewhere in this book. But most consist of the warm geniality of inter-
mess visiting and levees. (See page 94)

On 16 January 1863, the forbear of the Princess of Wales Own
Regiment, the 14th battalion, Volunteer Militia Rifles, Canada, was
formed. The regiment observes the day annually with a ceremonial
parade at Montreal Street Armoury, Kingston.

Burns Night. The birth of Robert Burns, 25 January 1759. The Pipes
and Drums of the Canadian Scottish Regiment (Princess Mary's) hold
their annual Burns Night Dinner on the Saturday nearest January 25
in traditional Scottish fashion.

The Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment) of Canada celebrates
Burns Night at a mess dinner in the sergeant’s mess.

Annually, usually in February, the CFB Petawawa Military
Engineers’ Pigspiel is held on the base and is open to all military en-




















































December 31

December 31
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Hogmanay is celebrated by most of the Scottish regiments of the
Canadian Forces in traditional highland fashion.

Other ranks of the Canadian Scottish Regiment (Princess Mary’s) dine
annually to honour the memory of the four members of the regiment
who won the Victoria Cross.
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Walcheren Causeway, Battle of (1944)
— and observances by the Calgary
Highlanders, 201
wardroom
— origin of, term, 16, 63
— messing 8, 16-17
warrant officer
— origin and definition, 63
— warrant (document) of a chief warrant
officer, 63
— of wardroom rank, 63
weepers
— origin and significance, 124
— super weepers, CFB Halifax, 201
Wellington, Duke of, (1769-1852)
— rank of brigadier in time of, 40
— and origin of rank, colour sergeant
(1813), 42
wetting the stripe
— definition, 84
whistling
— forbidden in HMC ships, 78
White Battalion
— of the Hastings and Prince Edward
Regiment, 8
White Knuckle Airlines
— definition, 64
Williams, Lt-Col. Archer
— funeral of, Battleford, North-west
Rebellion (1885), 69
wing
— definition, 64
wing commander
— see entry, wing, 64
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Wolfe, James, Major General (1727-1759)
— on board HMS Richmond, St.
Lawrence, 1759, and pioneers, 54
— funeral of, from HMS Royal William,
Portsmouth (1759), 68
— side manned when received on board
HMS Pembroke (1759), 98
— warning against clandestine marriage
(1749), 99
— warning against misuse of issued
spirits (1759), 115
Worcester, Battle of (1651)
— King Charles 11 and his encounter with
a troop of Cromwell’s horse, 61 -

York (Toronto)
— founding of, 1793, and firing of royal
salute, 12
York, Frederick, Duke of (1763-1827)
— and Battle of Famars (1793), 12
York, HMCS
— piping the side in, 73
— and New Year's Day observances, 102
— and Battle of Atlantic (1939-1945)
observances, 194
Ypres, Battle of (1915), (1916)
— and observances by the Royal
Montreal Regiment, 194
— observances by the Regina Rifle
Regiment, 197

zip driver

— definition, 65
zipperheads

— definition, 65









