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One of HMC ships preparing to leave harbour for a burial at sea, October, 1966. (Note
the rifles of the sentries are in the reverse position and the ship’s ensign is at half-staff.)























































Men of the Ist Battalion, Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada, firing a feu-de-joie, Work
Point Barracks, Victoria, June, 1967.
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The ship’s company of HMCS Gatineau cheering ship as Her Majesty the Queen in the
royal yacht Britannia leaves Canadian waters, July, 1959. (Note the historic arrange-
ment of flags in Britannia: the Union Jack at the jack-staff; the admiralty flag at the
fore; the royal standard at the main; the Canadian ensign at the mizzen; and the white
ensign at the ensign-staff.)










Two service personnel exchange marriage vows, Nova Scotia, 1957.























































Naval gun’s crew practising for the sunset ceremony, Parliament
Hill, Ottawa, June, 1971.


















124 MILITARY CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS

much alike. The older one was a rather ingenious garment, fairly cool to wear
when perched on the side of the head, but capable of being unfolded to cover
the nape of the neck, the ears and the chin. Today’s version is sewn so that it
does not unfold. But even so, the green wedge cap of today looks very much
like those worn by the air crews standing proudly beside the Avro 504s,
Sopwith Camels and SE5As of the old Royal Flying Corps.!3?

Weepers

According to the dictionary, weepers were persons hired to mourn at a
funeral, but, today, weepers is a highly popular thirty year old naval institu-
tion at Halifax. First begun in the wardroom in Admiralty House, HMCS
Stadacona, about 1947, weepers is a gathering of maritime command officers
after duty on Fridays. The significance of the term itself enjoys two versions:
“to weep in one’s beer” in the traditional “wailing wall” fashion, airing the
problems of the week; and the glint-in-the-eye allusion to supposedly weeping
wives waiting at home for their wayward sailor spouses.






















The Right Honourable Vincent Massey, Governor-General of Canada, addressing the
Royal 22e Régiment on the occasion of the presentation of the goat mascot, Batisse, a
gift of Her Majesty the Queen. The mascot was accepted by the Honorary Colonel of
the Regiment, Major General Georges Vanier who eventually succeeded Mr. Massey
as Governor-General. The presentation occurred at Quebec, November, 1955.










The launching of HMCS Algonquin,

Quebec, April, 1971.

destroyer, at Lauzon,










The guard and ship’s company mustered on the jetty for the commissioning of HMCS
Preserver, operational support ship, at Saint John, New Brunswick, July, 1970.
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O hear from Heaven our Of all the souls that in her
sailors’ cry, sailed,
And watch and guard her Let not one life in Thee have
from on high. failed;
i And when at length her course is But hear from Heaven our
run, sailors’ cry,
Her work for home and country And grant eternal life on
‘ done; high.

J Psalm 107 (Verses 23 to 31, 43) to be read responsively.

23. They that go down to the sea 28. Then they cry unto the Lord
in ships, that do business in their trouble, and He bringeth
in great waters; them out of their distresses.
! 24, These see the works of the 29. He makes the storm a calm, so
' Lord, and His wonders in the that the waves thereof are still.
deep.
25. For He commandeth, and 30. Then are they glad because
raiseth the stormy wind, which they be quiet; so he bringeth
lifteth up the waves thereof. them unto their desired haven.

26. They mount up to the Heavens,  31. Oh that men would praise the

! they go down again to the Lord for His goodness, and for
depths; their soul is melted his wonderful works to the
because of trouble. children of men!

27. They reel to and fro, and 43. Whoso is wise, and will observe
stagger like a drunken man, these things, even they shall
and are at their wit’s end. understand the loving kindness

of the Lord.

Then shall the Captain of HMCS Athabaskan say to his ship’s company
in the words of “The Gaelic Blessing™:

I call upon you to pray for God’s Ship’s Company: Bless our ship.

blessing on this ship.

May God the Father bless her. Captain: May the Holy Spirit
bless her.

Ship’s Company: Bless our ship.

Ship’s Company: Bless our ship.

Captain: May Jesus Christ bless her.





































































