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77. When the two batteries of the 6 Lt ~\ Regt left
the Pj~IFIC Coast (see para 55 above) manning of the Bofors
was taken over by the coastal batteries as guns and personnel
became avail~ble (158). By the middle of November all
twelve guns were being manned at the six forts (159). L
year later, when the manpower situation was effu:}ting restri:Jtiop.E
upon the strengths of static coastal units, the light J~

sections were dropped from the battery establishments,
although the Bofors guns remained at their sites for use in
emergency (160). 1J\lhere tho necessary Bun crews would have
como from in such a case wc:.s left to the ingenuity of the

I commander of the local coastal battery (161).

MOBILE j~~ j~TILLERY - 9 LjJ~ REGT RCA

78. The move of the 6 Division to the PhCIFIC Coast
in the late summer of 1942 brought from PET.hWLW.A, where it
had completed concentration (162), the divisional anti­
aircraft regiment, the 9 1t lJi Regt RCL. Component batteries

. were the 25,' 46, 48 and 79, mobilized respectively at OTTnq£,
SIMCOE, Ont., WATFORD, Ont, and MONTRE1~, representing four
Military Districts. Under the command of Lt-Col KB JENCKES
(later OC 30 lJ~ Regt RCA) the regiment arrived in VJ~dOUVER
on 7 Oct 42, and continued training at HJ3TINGS PJillK for the
remainder of the year.. In January 1943 the regiment moved
from V~COUVER, with the exception of 79 Bty, which remained
at HbSTINGS PjJlli:. The 25 Bty went to PORT lJ..BER.l\II, the 46
Bty to NJ~jJMO, and the 48 Bty to TERRLCE, to form the mobile
j~ suport for the three brigade groups of the 6 Div (163).
Regimental HQ was established at Work Point Barracks,
VICTORIJi, from which point tho Commanding Officer exercised
control of the training of his scattered batteries (164).
In March 1943 the 33 L.... Bty (Type 2L) and the 44 L.i1. Bty (Type
H), both temporarily at ESQUIMj~T, came under command of the
9 LJJ~ Regt (165).

79. As administration of the 25, 46 and 48 Lj~~
Batteries passed more and more completely to the Infantry
Brigade Groups to whom they were attached, it became no
longer practicable to maintain a regimental headquarters.
In June HQ 9 L1J.. Regt was disbanded (166). Lt-Col JENCKES
assumed co~mand of the newly formed 30 hb Regt, retaining the
majority of the personnel of the old HQ 9 l~ Regt to fill
the establishflent of the new headquarters (167). The 79 L1-J~

Bty was reorganized from its mobile status to 79 1~ Bty
(Type 2L) and slated for employment at TERR;~E under HQ 29
Regt. Before it got to its new station Ali defence of the
TERRACE airfield was abandoned, and the 79 Bty was disbanded
on 1 Nov 43 (168).

80. The remaining three batteries of the 9 LjJ~ Regt
attained independent status. The 46 LAi~ Bty, serving with
the 13 Inf Bde Gp, participated in the KISKA operation (June
43 to Jan 44)0 With one troop of four Bofors assigned to
each of the three combat teams that participated in the
Dccupation, t~8 role of the battery was to provide defence
against strafing aircraft during the landing. Later, during
the five months that the Canadians stayed on KISKh, the guns
of the battery formed an important part of the anti-aircraft
defence of the whole island (lEg). Upo:r.. its return to C.::.N.L.DJ..
the battery was reo:,ganized 'xi th three troops of six guns
each, as had already been t.hl3 cs.se w.L th the 48 and 25 L1J...
Batterie s, attached to the 14 /J.Le. 15 Tnf Bde Gps respectively
(170). ks the brigades moved in rotation to the verious
operational and training ce.mps of the Comme.nd, - NLNJ~O,

PORT J,LBERNI, COURTENJ..Y, TERRLCE and WLnr.\TRIGHT, the mobile .
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batteries accompanied them participating in the training
exercises and schemes that might some day lead to actual
operutional activity.

IV THE COMPLETION OF EXPJillSION

ULTIMATE" SC.ALE OF GUNS IN ACTION (i) 3.7"

81. By the end of 1943 shipment of r~ guns and
equipment authorized for PACIFIC Command had been almost
completed. ~~lereas in May 1942 there had only been eight
3.7" and a dozen 40-mm guns at the Coast, December 1943
found 56 heavy guns and 142 Bofors manned. Fourteen heavy
anti-aircraft sites for the defence of VPs in the major
populated areas had been selected during 1943 upon the
recommendation of Msj-Gen SCM ARCHIBhLD, DGrV.. ~ troop of
n heavy battery manned each of the sites, which were allocated
on the basis of two to PATRICIA BAY {see para 48 above},
three each to PRINCE RUPERT {pare. 60} and VICTOHIA-ESQ,UIMJ:LT
(para 47) and six to VANCOUVER. The allocation to VJRCOUVER
of the TOFINO 3.7 tt guns in April 1943 (see pc.ra 58 above)
had made possible an extension end reorganization of that
city's heavy j~ defences. The BOU1mARY BAY heavy battery
was brought with its eight guns into the city to give
Y.ANCOUVER a total of 24 3.7" guns. The six sites selected
formed a double triangle about the city, and each of the
heavy batteries in the area assumed manning duties at two
of the positions. Lt the end of the year dispositions were
as follows:-

21 J~ Bty (Type 2H)
23 AA Bty {Type 2H}
42 j~ Bty {Type 2H}

j~LESIDE and POINT-GREY
LULU ISL~ and LITTLE MOUNTAIN
LYNMUIR and BURNABY (171).

ULTIMJ,.TE SCiLE OF GUNS IN ACTION (ii) 40 mm

82. The disbandment or cancellation of anti-aircraft
batteries for \VHITEHORSE, JiliNETTE ISLj~, C01~ H1JrnOUR,
COMOX, TERRJ~E and No 1 j~oured Train left the Command at
the end of 1943 with no shortage of Bofors guns. With
possible scales of attack on the down-grade, and the manpower
situation becoming increasingly difficult, it was possible
that further reductions in the manning of J~ defences would
have to be made. The completion of the ultimate scale found
Bofors in action at vulnerable points in industrial areas and
at outlying airfields and sea plane bases. They were
dispersed as follows: VbNCOUVER (including SEA ISLJRD and
BOUNDARY BAY) 24 guns; VICTORIA-ESQ,UIMALT, 14; PATRICIA BAY,
12; PRINCE RUPERT (including the RCAF bases at SEAL COVE
and ALLIFORD BAY) 16; TOFINO and UCLUELET; 16; PORT HARDY
and BELLA BELLA, 12. In addition two Bofors were manned by
Coast Artillery personnel at each of six Coast Battery sites
(see para above), while the three mobile independent AA
batteries had received 36 of their total allotment of 54
guns (172).

AUXILIARY AA EQ,UIPMENT

83. The exte.nt to which the four 3.7 t1 guns of a heavy
AA battery could be said to be in a fully operational role
was limited by the nature of the fire control instruments
in use at the gunsites. For every four guns a Predictor
(Sperry No.5) was provided, - an ingenious instrument into
which was fed the data regarding the movement of the
approaching target, and from which magslip cables transmitted
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to the guns the target's future angle of sight, bearing
and range. To obtain the neces~ary information for the
Predictor, Height and Range Finuers could be employed when
targets were visible. But the more modern method of
detection of planes, seen or unseen, and one that gave
earlier warning and more accurate fire-control data, was
the use of radar or GL sets (see para 17 above). The GL
1~ IIIc set consisted of a ZPI (Zone Position Indicator)
sweeping over a full 360 degrees and giving first warning
of approaching planes at 60,000 yards range, and an APF
(Accurate position Finder) which then pin-pointed the target
by means of a concentrated beam reaching out 17,000 yards.
If the target were to be engaged magslip cables carried the
data into the Predictor for transmission to the guns.

84. The methods then by which heavy batteries could
engage targets were dependent upon the fire control in­
struments as follows:~

(a) \Vhen neither Height and Range Finders nor GL sets
were available, batteries could only engage by firing
concentrations.

(b) With H & RF or GL sets in use seen targets could
be engaged.

(c) The employment of GLsets made the engagement of
unseen targets possible, i.e. the battery was fully
operational (173). By the end of 1943 the gunsites of the
fourteen heavy AA troops in the Command were each equipped
with ,a 3perry Predictor; six had complete GL equipment,
and the remaining eight were still employing Height and
Range Finders (174). Another year was to elapse before
sufficient radar equipment became available to make all
heavy J~ Batteries in the Command fully operational (175).

85. Fire contr-ol equipment for Bofors guns, which were
always employed for the purpose of engaging visible, low­
flying targets, consisted of the Kerrison No 3 Predictor,
normally allotted on the basis of one per gun. In altern­
ative use to the Predictor was the British-designed Stiffkey
Stick (Sc Mark V), which had the advantage of speed in
operation against unexpected targets though it lacked the
Predictor's accuracy of fire control (176). The Stiffkey
Stick's mobili ty in contrast ,to the weight of the Kerrison
Predictor had proved the ~trument's value during its
employment by the 46 L~d the transportation difficulties
of KISKA. The end of 1943 found Kerrison Predictors in .
operation with the majority of the Bofors guns at the larger
defended areas, while Stiffkey Sticks were supplementing
Predictors at the advanced field and air bases, and were
being used by the three mobile LAA batteries (174). By the
middle of 1944 every 40-mm gun at an operational site in
PACIFIC Command was equipped with both a Kerrison Predictor
and a Stiffkey Stick (177).

AA GUN OPERATION ROOMS

86. The work of anti-aircraft control being carried
on in the Gun Operation Rooms in the Command wafi giv.en
increased efficiency by the installation of radar equipment
at the heavy AA Gunsites. The establlshment of these GORs
at the three main defence centres had followed closely upon
regimental grouping of the various J~ units in the area.
No 2 AlA GOR (27 Ali. Regt) was formed at ESQ.UIMALT in .Augp,st

\.
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1942 (178), organi,zatiion of No 6. j~>. GOR (28 j,.J.. He€;"'.:.) a;';
VJiNCOUVER followed wi thin tvlO LJcnths (179), c:nd :0:0 G A-A:
GOR (29,jJ;. Regt) set up in PRINCE HUPERT in "Ju1S" 194,3 (180).

, " ,

. . . ~

87. Functioning in close liaison,with RCKli' Operational
Headquarters' in each lopali ty', the GOR wc.s the' ,nerve centre
of all anti··aircraft defences in the urea. Ihter't'he GOR
came ,all information' available' regarding tho. movement of:'.
planes in the vicini ty, forWarded by the ReJ,]' 'Operations
Controller, sent in as: ZPI and hPF OI1ltplots'~ from the lJI.
gunsites. 1>.11 such information was displayed on large char1;,s
and location :naps in the G'OR.' The, Gun Duty Orfi eel' was· then
responsible for the selection and pas~ing of pertinent, :
information to the j~defences; or to,the other,services (l~l).
In the case of enemy attack it we..s from the' GOR 'that:' the, .n.h

Defence Commander' or his' repre,sentativ.e would .figh:t his
batteries. " , ' .

4 AA,.$/L BTY' ,

88. Theemploymen"t 'qf' ariti-airC'faft se'archlights dHl'
not reach an advanced" stage at the ,P.ACIFIC Coa.st., .t1fter' a
considerable amount of fluctuation in establishing a firm','
policy larg~ly due to conflicting reports from Overseas, it
was 'decided, ,in October '1~41,: tQ allot lights oply to the
five fighter:' .zones in, C..:illADA wher.e Reiill' fighter :.squad rOI:!-S
were to operate (see par'a' 21' above) •. ,To furnish the lights
for the RCAF3~ladron allocfrted to ESQUIWJlliT, the ~4'J~'
S~archlight ,Bty RcA was, fOrmed at VICTORIk on 1 Jan '42' '-( 182.) ,
MaJ j-J1. R.bNSOM, later 2 ilq 27 J',J-l. Regt , ,was the Commanding,.
OffIcer.,' Th~ee officers, and 15 NCOs drawn from the ,17. 3/L.:
(CD) Bty, th~ 3 3/L (CD).'Bty and other--CD batteries, attenqed
a:six weeks ',,:course of' instruction at ).23 C&AA,' Artillery,.",:,
Training Ce.~-tre at HLLIF IJC, ·.returning, to the, West (Joast .:' in ~
mid-February'to act as a training cadre. Five, obsolescent
t20 cm searchlight,S,- an,d ~ei'"lan~- rves~inghouse genera'~ing ;. ,~.
plants were, used f'o,r t::raJ.nJ.ng :1.n.. ,exposure fo:,::"spottJ.ng and
illuminating 'q.ircraft';: t'he 11I: Jl!I!1lly, Oo-o.perat,ion Sqrt'Ref.]'
su.ppl:ying a Lysander fOr t-hi spurpQse", (18'3) .' , , "'f' "

. .. '.....:..:. , ; ~ . - . .

e9. But' the ~an"'Iio'Wer '8i tuation:'Vf~~ present'fng,,'a ,
'difficult problem, and operational policies Were still
ch-unging., J..t: the E;Jnd. of j~pril 1942 tb,e battery, which ha~r
reached a strength' of'only 2 officers and 40 other rank$
out of en establishment of 7 and 220 (184) was di'sbanded, . :'
(185). Maj RiMSOM became OC the newly-organized 23 l~ Bty
(Type H), and took the personnel of the disbanded battery
wi th him (186).

ACCOMMOD.t;'TION

90. It was not tO'be expected that the expansion from
one to nearly thirty anti-aircraft units in PJ~IFIC Command
could be accomplished in a little over a year without serious
accommodation problems arising, particularly when during
the same period infantry forces at the coast were being
increased from six to twenty battalions and corresponding
changes in strength were orourring wi th other branches of the'
servi ce. For the earlier au'thol'l zed batteries &t V1J.NCOUVER
and in the VICTORIL-ESQ,UDf.L1~LT-Fl:rRICIli,BLY area, it was
possible to plaD acco~~odati~n and select sites before units
were ready to move ~o their ope~ntional.positions (187) but
in many cases lClc~ of materi~18 hej.d up construction until
late in the autumi1., B!ld -[;~(le winte r of 1942-43 found the
Bofors units at Pj~TR.ICIl. Bi.Y, '"''E.h. IS::'.:.u1'\i'D ar.LC1 BOUND.LRY BAY
still quartered in marquees and bell tents (188). Continually
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damp bedding and clothin~ brought a high incidence of colds
(189). J~though life amid the cool humidity of a BRITISH
COLUMB!A winter, in tents that boasted neither walls, floor
boards, nor stoves, might be considered a normal and unavoid~

a~ condition 'of active service, the fact that the RCnF
personnel on the same station were accommodated in quarters

, that appeared luxurious by army standards was not conducive
to high morale among the neighbouring iJ. gunners (190).

91. Further afield conditions varied~ Sections of the
58 Special JJ~ Bty at the advanced seaplane bases had no ~ ,
accommodation worries when they were attached to the RCl~ fo~

quarters and rations, while the Canadian batteries that went
to ANNETTE ISLiilim lived in Quonsit huts provided by the US
authorities. But the early anti-aircraft units into TOFINO
carried their tents with them (191), and canvas accommodation,
remained the order of the day for most of the first winter (192).
Imd few units worked harder to get suitable accommodation than
the two heavy 1~ batteries at PRINCE RUPERT who lived in tents
at TOBEY POINT and PILLSBURY COVE while they caryed themselves
a campstte out of the muskeg and heavy bush (193). '

92. Throughout 1943 PbCIFIC Command Engineer Services and
civilian construction companies gradually caught up with the
demand for accommodation, and by the end of the year huts fOF
living quarters and gunshelters for 1~ Crews on duty had beep
provided at all operational sites (194).

OPERLTION1.L TRJ.INING h...TID PR1-£TICE SHOOTS

93. One of the most serious training prob~ems oon~ronting

commanders of jJ~ un~ts in an operational role was the difficulty,­
which ,ih, many cases amounted to a near impossibility - of
obtaining facilities for practice shoots for their guns. While
each regiment was empowered to call upon a neighbouring RCl~.

station to supply a towing' plane and drogue, experience showed
that weather conditions and other factors proved ,insuperable
obstacles. War Diaries of iJ~ batteries carry with almost
monotonous regularity such e~tries as ".:P.ra.ct1ce shoot arrangeq
for today called off at last moment by RC.AF" (195). The poor
flying conditions that genorally prevailed in the PRINCE
RUPERT district placed j~~ units stationed there at a distinc~

disadvantage in the matter of practice firing, for up until
the end of February 1944 only one battery shoot was held, when
a Bolingbroke was supplied from TERRJ~E (193). .

94. With no plane-towed targets to shoot at, batteries
found other means of expending their accumulating stocks of
practice ammunition. Firing into an empty sky, while providtng
necessary exercise in gun drill, failed to give the satisfaction
that comes from a well hit mark, and in some cases targets were'
supplied by the use of hydrogen-filled balloons (196). The
psychological need for regular firing practices is illustratod
by an entry in the War Diary of a battery stationed at ANNETTE
ISLJ.ND:

" Weather still bright and clear. Took advantage of
it to carry out a seaward shoot in the afternoon. Fired
154 rounds of ammo at floating trees, rocks and reefs.'
Not much laying practice, but made all ranks appreciate
they were still l~tillery, and let thom hear what a gun
sounded like. Crash action and mobile drill provided a
pleasant interlude from a static role." (197).
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95 c To remedy the cO~.dlt,i on that allowed 0 .. uni t.s so few
opportunities for firing) and to give all bnt~qrie2 a p~riod

of intensive tra.ining, :freo from 0am~ constru ctj on and other"
non-operational duries that leter oo,:upied so:) much of their
attention, two ~ommand P~actice camps were institut0d in Lugust
1943. The camp for heavy j~. artillery waf:, ostab\ished at
VICTORIL HEIGHTS on M.:..c .. ULJ..Y POINT, ESQ.TJIJy.r/J.T (: ~8) while the
Lj~·. Practice Camp was placed a'l:, B':TJNl)i:.RY P,i..Y ('.99). l ..ttendance
at the camps followed a. schedule designed to agree with the.
NDHQ, policy of movlng all l:ni':8 at least· OnCE? ::r8ar.

960 The :-!.L.i.. Practj C8 ~~~;> !3.t M)\·~· r .!~(·V p..u~<:lr'r.ndf:r"·.eo one
troop at a time for a +'r,::':'8e /'teet.'? {''',:--ioci· 11~h.i ..~ the ether
troop of a 'r~Tp'e 2H batte~y 1Iv('ulc' oe in ::....Radir l·:2s at COLWOOD,
manning the gunb there. 1;. similar "':'otation -cook;"lace at tll~

BOUNDARY BLY P.::"~~'ltice Curr..p ~ whe.r8 half the batte":'jT manned the
VP guns while tt.8 other half ca:c'ri e0. OU'f, intensiv'o gU.nnel'Y
training over ~ geriod of two weekso OLe major drawback to
this rotation between regiments, from an administrative view~

point, was the fact. that reg5.!TI.ental hdadquarters wouJ.d period­
ically find their batteries divorced from them during 'the
practice period, with new units coming temporarily under their
command. But the a.lternative plan, that 0f having practice
camps within each regimental area: was precluded by tbe unsuit­
able weather conditions at PRINCE RUPERT, as well as the iimiUd
amount of air cooperation available.

RESTRICTIONS, REDUCTIONS AND REORGJillIZATION

970 The late summer of 1943 saw the reaching of the peak
c~ expansion in jJ~ defence on the West Coast. The occupation
of' ATTU and KISKJ.. in May and .t,ugust remoyed the t!lreat of a,
Japanese drive up the J1.'..eu"Gi.:tn Chain, and enemy naval reverses
elsewhere in the Pl~IFIC materially lessened the dan~r of
::~erial attack on BRITISH COLUMBIii from carrier·-based planes~

The defeat of Axis forces in North J3RICL and SICILY togeth¢.r
with the increasing success of Russian forces against the m~in

German armies had remOVG~ thepc8sibility of any major thre~t

against the East Coast r:;f N0R'IH' ,SJ\;f.tl.::TIGJ, In the light of the
general improvement in the str~t.~~ioal piJture and to meet the
incrreased demand for overseas rei.nforcements, it was necessary
to effect substantial redllct,~_one in the strength of operational
troops in CANADh (200)0 .

98. From 1 Oct 43 ma:J.:::lJng f'·'::.rengths of all static Aa
units in CANfnA were reduced on a scale of 20 per cent for
i'feavy, and 5 per cent fo!' ligr..:':. '::8.t,teriefl.; Ilohi. s meant a
l'eduction of 28 gunners per ~e(l."<' troop,' ~.~(} 3 gunners per
light troop, and resulted in e. saYing 0f 4'('-1 mene In the
batteries affected in PACIFIC COllillland (201). Revision of the
establishments of the three LA G·(}qc:: in the Command, eased the
manpower 3ituation by prOViding :~",.:::: .the -j :1clusion of CWi1J
perflonnel as o~8~atc~s (202).

~9. Accompanying these restrictions came further withr.
drawals from operational sites. In November the eight 3.7"
guns et PATRICIA BAY were taken out of action. and the 22 jV1.
Bty (TYP8 2H~ manning their. W9c3 C oT),\Terted to 22 HJJ.. (Mob) Bty ~
Th b 't h t··· b . , 1 . f .e a'G e:.:y ~egan :-e.lnlng In e. :rnG lo.8 ro e, preparlng or
participa~~,cn in any futu~e operati0~ unJ~~t.~ken.by one of
the th-:-ee b'~""cg8r:'3 g:rOU'~3 r::"'~he 6 Div 0 .:i": ~he same time the
12 Bof'')rc 8'~ .B~l::'NDJ1.FtT B.,:.y W,?;:"~) wi".:]->h'wv'Tr.. :c:.....om their static

1 . ""'0" b("-' --!''''''-:D'~';~f~;- r~ f:"!~l '-~r f" .A ......ro e, co ~v '-s .... In ,-.,"",J...~_ "0..::> J._.. _.,-'YG. _... or eIJ:. gency oper:"ll
ations in VJ.NCOUVER. To ma:'1 these guns two reserv-e field
batteries, the 201. and 202 (!i) :Fe. Bty-s of the 39 (R) Bde Gp
were reorganized and began training as LiJi. (H). Btys (203) 0
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100. Lir strength on the P.ii.CIFIC Coast bogan to decrease
early in 1944 as demands were met for its employment in more
imperative roles (204). The requirements in~AI~ defence of
airfields and seaplane bases correspondingly declined. By
July 1944 jJ.~ defences at TOFINO, UCLUELET, BELLA BELLj~, PORT
HJ~Y and lLLIFORD BAY had become non-operational, and; apart
from the mobile batteries in training; all lJ~ units in the
Command were centred at V1NCOUVER, VICTORIL-ESQUIMJ~T and
PRINCE RUFERI' (205).


