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SPECIAL LEAVE

233. As rapidly as they could be cleared throl~h Vernon or Gordon
Head all ranks proceeded on debarkation leavG. As a sp8.cial foroe
returning from a theatre of war officers and men received thirty
days' leave inclusivG of travelling tim.e, and transportation at
public expense (303). For the next conth the history of the
Greenlight Force was made in cities and towns, villages and
farI!l.-homes, across the breadth of the Dominion. rrht. blue circular
patch with the silver bowle-knife became a farnlliar badge of
idGntific~tion to' large nwnbcrs of the Canadian public. By
late February all leaves were completed. The Wpg Gren at Gordon
Hoad, the 46 L .1\ A Bty at Colwood , the St John ]'us at New
Westminster, and the rest of the 13 In! Bde Gp at Vernon, were
once again entering upon the routine of training, in preparation
for whatever role the future might bring~
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THE CANADIAi'i PARTICIPATION 11: THE KIJKA OP8Rf.,.?IONS

REFERENOES

TODogra:)h1cal material on Kiska ttlkcm from The
Enemy on Klska, a 102 uf>.ge 1ntel2.1gence sumrrlE~ry

comniled by Assistcnt Ohiof of 8~aff, G-2~ Advance
Command Post, HQ Alasl:a Defene'] 0 Jr.1m?:1d, and
Advance Intelli9'encG Ce-ntre) North Pa.c1fic Arpa.

The Enemy on Kiska n 1.
The Enemy qn Kiskc p g,.
PCQ 2~lh d!20 Aur 4,. Ppark08 tc ~CS.
CAl,,! '05 dll0 1·1ay 4,. POryO to S'!:;U8rt.
OGS 464 dill Hay 4-,s, S'~uart to Pearkes.
OGS 475 a/12 Ma~ 4,. Stuart to Po,p.
CAW 3'5 d/24 gay 4,. POV8 to Stuart.
PCS 504-1-10-1 GO d/25 Nay 4,.
PCO 2020 d/25 May 43. Pearkes to Stuart.
File HQ MS 9055-1 Vol 1.
See "Mobilizat1on~, para 29 below.
CGS 619 d/, Jun 4,. Pearkes from Murchie.
CAW 357 d/29 May 43. Stuart from POOG. Text of
message, Stimson to Ralston.

CGS 6~2 d/, Jun 43. Pope from Murchie. Text of
lo~ter, Ralston to Stimson.

See Auuendix 1 and 2.
Train~.ng Inst ructi on "Greenlight", Direct i ve No 2)

PCS 502-1-10-2 (GS) d/14 Jun 43.
PCS 502-1-10-2 d/5 Jun 4, ry, EQS 20-3-12-11. See

Bo')pndix ,.
J:.Hli tf1ry Members DiscUS8ion 7 Jun 4,. HQ. 1,:3 9055 Vol 1
See Auoendix 4.
See Annendlx 5.
~Reuort on Kiska Oneratinn~ - 1~ Cdn Inf Bda - HQ. MS
905~-1 Vol' d/22 Sen 4,.

See A""")npnd~.x h.
14 CT ~ith onA ~ore OR 'in its medical and one more in
its dental detacmuonts had a total establishment of
14,~ all rHnks.

GS I'll d/6 Jun 4,. Oanmilitrv to DpfAnsor.
HQS 561~ FD 76 d/lg Jun 4,.
POS 504-1-10-2-1, G9 d/2g Jun 4,.
See Appendix 7.
»GenerRl Staff ReDort on Gre~nlight Force. Period fnom
Incootionto Desuatch to AdRk." PCS ~04-1-10-2 GS.

POS 504-1-10-2 G9 d/23 Jun 4,. On H~~S 9055-1 Vol 1,
See Apryendix ~.

Sce Aouendix 9.
Staff Table - Greenlight. Scalns of ammunit~on and
distribution of Ammunition. POS 504-1-10-2 (GS) d/29
Jun 4,.

See Aonendix 10.
War Diary, 24 Fd Coy ReE, IS Jun 43.
Military Members Discussion 7 Jun 43, HQMS 9055 Vol 1.
War Dia~y, 1 Bn R de Hull 20-22 Jun 43.
These second lieut~nants were all uromoted to ~ank of
full lieutenant. Greenlight Conference ~ Jun 4'0
PCS 504-1-10-2 (GOC).

"Administrative Staff Report on Greenlight Foroe."
PCS 609-25-1-34.
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R~port of discussions bntwep.n GOC-in-C and Gpn DeWitt
at HQ WDC 11 Jun 41 . Pearkes to Stuart. PCS 504-1-10­
2 GS d/15 Jun 4,.

PCO 6012 d/15 Jun 41 . Peark8S to CGS.
War Diary, 2g AA Regt ~CA, 1 Jul 4,.
See Annendix 11. Note by Nerrator.
3ee h~nendix 12. Note by Narr~tor.

3e~ Anoendlx 13. Note by Narrator.
HQ Pac Comd Macklin to OC 1) Cdn Inf Bde: 609-25-1-34

(6) d/29 Jun 41 . See Also ADDendix 14. Note by
Narrntor. .

See below. ~edical Services Sec XVII.
~ar Dinry, 1 Bn RM Rang, ,1 Au?, 4,.
POO 6049 d/7 Jul 41 . Murchie from Pearkes. The
original arrangement was that th~ Canadian Pr~ss and
Brit~_sh Un!.tnd Press should p~ch send A.n En~lish

lpn~u~~e w~r-corresnondent, ~nd thAt the Canadian
Pres 8 '-"auld al so send a. French CanFl dian corresTJond ent
to renresent F:&.~('nch memb~r ne~nr8pFrT)ers. To this ;
a.rranlSement BUP objf>cted, nor could the D-in-C,
Puplic Rplattms, comn to an M1;reemAnt ~ri th the two
associations in the matter of shp.rin~ a French sneaking
corrnSDondAnt. It was finally decided that only the
two Dress renre8ent~tives should proceed to the
Alp.utl.a~18, and that Capt Jean r.:,qrchHnd, PRO MD 4, ..'auld
reDl~ce the third corresDondent, and would act as
French Liatson Officpr, proviaing both CP and BUP with
French Canadia.n material. - Memo D-in-C Public Re­
lations to DM (C) Army d/21 Jul 4), and GS e2l, Pearkp,s
from lo1urcJr.ie, d/21 Jul 4" - both on HQj.1S 9055-1 FD 8.

PCS 504-1-10-2 (GS) d/26 Jun 41 . .
"Priorities for Off-loading Combat Shi"0s in Training
Phnse :rI". Apnx "A" and "B" to PCS 504-1-10-2 (GS)
d/25 Jun 41 . .

PCS 504-1-10-2 (GOC) d/lg Jun 4,. Minutes of Grpenlight
Conference No 6.

PCS 504-1-10-2 (GS). "General Staff Report on Greenlight
Force." Para )6.
War Dipry, HQ 1) Cdn Inf Bde, g,9 Jul 41 .
See ApDendix 15. The number of mAn requested, 720, Was
later reduced to 400 as Greenlight provided itt;; own'
'o\TOrkin,O' narties in the sh1ps' holds. PCS 504-1-10-2
(GS) dllJul 4). Appx 4 to i'Tar Dio.rJr , Green11ght GS
Pac Comd Jul 4~.

But later renorts from Green Beach regarding the order
in which stores came ashore suggest that the combat
loading of the ships was not corrnr.tly done in all
cases.- In intervip.ws at K~ska the following statemants
werp made to the Narra,tor. "Ther~ was no breFtkd01,rn of
high Bnd low nriority ordnance, engineer and medical
equiurnent in Seattle, 1"hp n the lower nine tenths of
th~ II SACAJA:·7EA:· 81~ hold A 10rerA stot,'ed - Maj RE '9rickf> r,
A/OO 1 Bn Cdn Fus. "The follo"'~.ng sequence was obser.L
ved in the unloacmg of equiument on Green Beach:­
Ammuni t:l on - wea:oons - ammunition - rflt ~onB (very
little) - Detrol Rnd oil (large quantities) - ammun1~
tion - wnod - coal - watAr (verv little) - etc. The
trBnsuort Sh"DS BDParently were not combpt loaded.~
Lt-Col D ~enard, OC R de Hull.
See 11so Brig Foster's "Report on Kiska Ouerations".

Sec IT, Transnortption (HQMS 9055-1 Vol) d/22 Sep 4~).
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SRP. 51.
To Al 10"'1 :1:ore tr8in1np.: time at Adak, thn embarkat10n
date was advanced five dRYS by Gen ry8Wltt. POS 504-­
1-10-2 (GS) dill Jun 4-,. Anpx Ii ~~ ~ar Di~ry, G~eAn­
li~ht GS ~ac Comd Jun 4-,.

Verbal rp,port to Narra'toi' at K1ska by Cppt E MeadA,
00 ,0 OrO. Store COVe

Sce ADoond1x 16. w·

See ADD endlx rr.
See AU'Jendix 18. The Embprkntion List bv Units, how·­
evrr, supnlied by 2 Ech~lon, (PC ?~h ,-0 d/l4- Jul 4-3)
shows a total of 257 officers and ~57~ men, or 4-S,l
CanndL'i.ns embe.!'kr'\d as fcl101!\IS ~ liERANCH" 79 and sg6,
"SACAJA'v3;..!,1l 4-5 and 9'7:' IICHIRIKOlt'F" 5S and 1,25:
and "PERl-DA" 75 and 1526 .

Soe AT);')endlx 19.
Sep, AD'Jondix 20 .
PCS 504--1-10-2 (GOe). GOC-in-C's Conference, g Jun 4-3

Dnra 2.
War Diary, HQ 1) Cdn Inf Bde; Appx 5, 16 Jun 4-3.
See Aopendix: 21.
War Diary; HQ 13 adn Inf Bde, S Jul 4-3.
See Apryendix 22.
PCS 609-25-1-34- (37), d/24 Jul 43. Allan to Letson,

enclosing nomine~ roll of absentees, also PCS 609-25­
1~,4 (?O), d/5 Aug 4-3.

See, Arrnendix 23. .
It is difficult to footnote rumours as they seldom

RPoear 1n wr1tten form. The NRrrator met them in Nan­
aimo, 1n Vancouver, in HalifHx and in Ottawfl.. An
examDle of 80me of the 1ildest char~es eODears in R

letter. d/24- Jul 4, from a Mrs AJ Nightingale, Chemainus
BC, to the Pr1me Minister.

MHintennnce of Greenli~ht ForcR. PCMS 609-25-1-34- (19)
dig Jul 4,. See Aor)pndix 2'Ft.

PCS 504--1-10-2 (GS) d/14 Jun 4,. See Wer Diprv "Green­
lil2;ht I' GS PP.c Comd ADnx 10, Jun 4-, 0

Ibid.
"Maintenancp of Gre8nlight Force". PCMS 609-25-1-34- (19)

dis Jul 4" Sec 6.
Ibid. Sec S.
Ibid. Sec 5(f).
See bRl~~. Accountin~ for Green11ght.
ReDort of Maj RJ Bolton, LO, d/20 Jul 4-,. W~r D1Rry, ijQ
1, Cdn Inf Ede, Jul 4,. Ary~x 21.

PCS 504--1-10-2 GS d/2~ Jun 4-~. Operation~l P1~n, sec S.
On HQMS 9055-1 Vall.

PCO 6o~0 dis Jul-'L~? Murchie from Pearkp8.
Most Secrpt Mpmo dNS~to CGS d/12 Jul 43.

On HQ~~S 9055-1 Vol 2.
pco 6062 dill Jul 4-3. Murchie from Pearkes. 9055-1 Vol~
pco 6060 dis Jul 4-3. Hurchie f,.'om Pearkes. 9055-1 Vol·2.
Interview with Cp~t WP Dey, Ship's Adjutant, "DAVID

BRAI'JCHlf, Capt PW Fpulkner, lvpg Gren, and Crpt JA Milton
RM Ran~, TQ}f s resp~ctlvely of "0HIRIKOFFJ: and 'iDAVID
BRANCH - Kiska, 2 ~ov 4-3.

Certificate re life saVing and buoyancy equioment o~

combat ships, M~j GR Hpnsen, US TranSDortation COI~sl
OIC Haintenance and Rflpair Division, SPOE, d/2S JUI1 If,.
Aoox HAil to HGreenl1ght H Liaison ReDort No 15, d/29 Juri
4-,. On H~iS 9055-1 Vall.



$9.

90.
91.

92.

9'.
94.
95.
96.

97.
9$.
99.

100.

101.
102.
103.

104.

105.

106.
107.
lOB.

109.
110.
Ill.

112.
11,.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.

122.

- 4 -

"Boat Drill Instructions for Canadian Troops" ­
ViaI' Di:'try, 1, Cdn Inf Bde, Jun 4?, ADpX VIII.

Intervie~ with MaJ RE Bricker A/oe Cdn Fus - Kiska,
3 Nov 4~. See also War Diary, 1 Bn Cdn Fus 9 Aug 4,.

War Diary, H~ 13 Cdn Inf Ede, 1, Jul 43.
See War Diaries for July of all Greenlight units for
descriptions of routine on board ship.

Ao-')x A to "Ships I Standing Orders for Canadian trooDs" j

by Bri~ ID~ Foster, d/ll Jul 43 - War Diary HQ 1, Cdn
Inf Bde, Jul 4" Appx VIII.

War DiAry, HQ 1, Cdn In! Bde, 13 Jul 4,.
PCO 6040 d/l Jul 4" Murchie from Pearkes.
SeA ADDendix 24.
"Lessons LeRrned from ODer~t10DS on Attu" - Col LV
Castner, 2 i/c US Forces at Attu, Alaska Defence Co~mand
7 Jun 4? AD"Jendix to l'!ar Dja-y, 1-: de Hull, Jul 4,.

War Diary, 1 Bn RM aan~ers, 24 Jun 43.
Ibid. 22 Jun 4,.
War Diaries of Units named. Jun 4~.

"Action on Attu" - Reproduced by 0-2 Alaska Defence
Com~and, ,0 Jul 43. ApDendix to War Diary R de Hull,
Jul 4,.

PCO 60 38, d/30 Jun 4? Stuart from Pearkes.
Wpr Diary, 24 Fd Coy RCE, 19 Jun 4,.
Interview with MaJ DR Rochester, OC 24 Fd Coy RCE, ­
Kiska, 3 Nov 43.

Intervie't-'T lrJith Lt-Col RP Drummond, OC 24 Fd Regt RCA,
Kiska, 5 Nov 4,.

Interview with Maj JA MacDonald, OC 46 Lt AA Bty RC~ -
Kiska, 5 Nov 43. -

War Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, 25 Jun 4,.
PCS 504-1-10-2 (GS) over PC 609-25-1-34 (D2) d/18 Jun 43.
Ibid. Also War DiRrjr, HQ 13 Cdn In! Bde, 23 Jun 43. In,

terviews with regimental IOs at Kiska, 1-7 Nov 43.
Ibid. Also War Diary, n de Hull, 23 Jun 43.
PCO 60g9, Murchie from Pearkes, d/22 Jul 43.
HQ 13 Cdn Inf cde Gp Operation Instruction No 1, d/21
Jul 4,. War Diary, HQ I? Cdn Inf Bde, Jul 4" APDX 9.

War Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf 3de, 22 Jul 43.
See ApDendix 26.
War Diary, HQ 1, Cdn Inf bde, 2, Jul 4,.
Ibid. 26,29 Jul 43.
See Anpendix 27.
War Diary, 1 3n ffi1 Rang, ? Au~ 43.
v'lB.r Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Ede, 5 Aug 43.
See ADDendlx 2g.
War Diary, HQ 1, Cnd Inf Bde; g A~~ 4~.
Ibid. 10 Au~ 4,. ThiS ouinton was also exuressed by
Capt SA Hp.wkins, OC 1, Bds Sig Sec Re Sigs, and C~ryt

E Meads, OC ,0 Ord Store Coy in interviews at Kiaka,
? " " N()v 4,.

War Dipry, 1 ~n ~l Ran~, 9 Au~ 4,. For description of
American K Rnd D rations See Arypendix 45.

Note "A" and ll~" Bags.
Evpry other Y-ank was issued tNi th a be.rrack bag (US)

before lea"rinr: Canada. True was a dunnRge bal2: somewhat
lar~pr than the Canadian issue kitbag. On it was sten­
cilled the o'\'mers Regtl No and NamA, and the serial
number of his unit, all in letters one inch high. The
letter "Btt was· stencilled -at leflst , inches high. The
soldier uacked his uersonal clothinv, uartly in the ruok
sack and partly in his "B" bag.

At Adak those soldiers who were issued with uack­
boards in ulace of rucksacks, were also issued with a ..
second barrack bag, lettered "All, in lieu of his ruck-;'.
sRck. . -PCS 609-25-1-,4(20) d/29 Jun 43.
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:Se2 Auuf;r.dix 2S.
PCC (;lC2, d.l9 Augt:.-::s~ Stuprt f:':'cm BLJ~t(jck.
Re,oj't '.]' PRO Puc Cornd, "'~8'J G :-'1Y8r-r.;::, 1~ Oct 4-::s •
~'var D,..,·. ,. H~) 13 Cdn Inf Ki; "" I' II •• , ~I'~• ._0.,;.. ..,' (;;.1 .l.."-4.\:.>y .L. .""1.\.; ..., ,.';.,.

T!lar Ii'" ····Ii 1 En ~lr."" G"'en -'! Al-('J' }I'l
• o,.A. _. Y _ ""'r:..~·,...L.:..Ae:.., T·) 0

"Jay 'uy clt;i.~r maps vJere scannej. by oj,'~icPJ:'s ar.a mnn l=l.like
to b:;';(Jme as faml1i2.r v1i th thl'":' grvlc..<l. &S they could.
It 'Wa.s BratifJ'~ng tu hear SOrle of ·~;l1.e T':2n in the ranks
aftor we had la.ndod say, ~hd.t hi~'-.L on :i'oa~~ :Left is
Riot H:'l1 i we are or:. ReJC Hill, and that one over there,
is Rooster £111. a~d ~hotjs where ~he 15 CT arA SUUDO­
sed to to be. The hDsrlcans are uL our left. I think
it's one of the 87th.: That was the soirit with whicb
~le 1anc.e~:" ~t ~V'al" n.iary, 1 Bn Cc:'n FU8 ,. l:3umme.ry, Aug 4,.

PCO 70C1, dill Au~ 43, eGa fro~ Murchie.
PCO 7009, d/12 Aug 4" Stuart from P~arkp,s (deciphered

1245 hrs; 1, Aug).
GS 8b3, d712 kv.g l.!." CGg to Pac CJ..omd.
PCO 6110,~ d/12 Aug 1~3, Pearkes f:i."'om Bostock.
See Appendi~1: 29.
vlar Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, 14· Aug 43.
lIar Dlary, 1 Bn \lpg Gren, 15 Aug 43.
HHr DiDr~r, HQ I' Cdn Inf .ode, 15 Aug 4,.
See AUlJendix -::so.
War D~, HQ 1-::S Cdn Inf Bde, Aug 4-::s, A~ux II.
WRr Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf bae, Aug 4-::s.
Ibid, S8C -::Sa, Sec 3(i).
Ibid, Sec -::s s(4).
Ibid, Sec -::s b to g.
Ibid, Sec -::s j to '0. See ms.'O at end of text.
See A1J~endix ,1.
Operations Hap and Inte1:J.ip'e,nce overnrint atte.ched as

8.o'Oendix to War Diary, HQ 1-::S Cdn Inf Bde, Aug 4-::s. .
FiA1d Order No 5, .First Special Service Force, Amchitk~,
dig Au~ 4" War Di~ry Special Service Regt, Sep 4-::s
A'1'Ox "DII.

See Apnendix 32. .
14 Combat Team Oneration Order No 2, a/10 Au~ 43, War
Diar~r, 1 Bn Cdn FUB, Aup' 4"1, A'()'Ox "C r; • 15 Cdn Combat
Team Oup-rAtion Order No 1, ':Jar Diary 1 Bn \'lpg Gren,
AUf; 43, Aunx 5. 13-16 BLG Operation Order, d/12 Aug
43, War Diary, 1 Bn RH Rang, Au~ 43, Appx 19.

War Di~ry, HQ-13 Cdn Inf Bde, 16 Aug 43.
':lRr DiRry, 1 En lipg Gren, 16 Aug 43.
See Anoendix ,3 for Battle Log, Advanced HQ Pac Comd,

Adak, and Appendix 34 for Battle Log, H: 13 Cdn Tac­
tical Group.

See A'ODendix 35, Note by Narrator. See n]so War Diaries
of the infantry battalions of the Combat Te~ls.

War Diary, 1 Bn ~1 Rang, 16 Aug ~3.
See Appendix 34- 0 .l.teport lines ra::.rked A,B,C,D on map at

end of text.
War Diary, 1 Bn Cdn FUB, 16 Aug ~,.
For diagram of camouflaged enemy ;oGition encountered

by 15 crr SAe vTar Dl1lry, 1 Bn ;lpg Gren ~ Aug 4'-5, Appx ~"
War D10ry, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, ~7 Aug 43.
See Appendix 36.
See Appendix ,7. .
War Dip ry, 1 Bn Cdn Fus, l7 Aug 4,.,
WRr Dirrv, HQ 1, Cdn Inf Sde, 20 Aug 41.

'WRr DiRry, HQ 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 2-::S Aur, 4,.
For 10cl=ltion of unit sites in Canadie,n Army Area sep man.
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See Aupendix 38.
1:1ar Diary, Le Regt de Hull, 16 Aug 43.
Figures suu~lied to Narrator by Lt-Col Menard. Kiska,

6 Nnv 43. See also "Report on Kiska Oneration li , No 99
Det RCASp - Capt ME McCormick, OC. -

War Dlary,_R de HUll, Jul 43. Apuendix Jacket No 2, See
also vier lJlary entry for 5 Sep J+·L

"The 3rd Regt: (SSF) found the sand beach shovm on the ~Ci.p
between Bamboo Bay and ~pst Kiska Lake dldn i t have a
grain of sand weighing less than 100 lbs. It was con- '
sidered nothing less than a miracle the way they got
their rubber boats and equ~_pment across. 1/ - 1'1ar Die.ry, 1
Cdn Snecial Service Bn, 21 Aug 4~. See also 165 above.

From "ReDort on Kiska Ouerati ons l/ 1 d/16 Aug 43, Lt-Col '
D MAnArd, 00 R de Hull. '

Se0. An~endlx ~l. Adm Instruction for Beach Arop, Anpx A to
l~ TG Admin Instruction Nn 1, d/9 Aug 4~. The CEO Pac .
Comd later qUAstloned th~ wisdom of pilin~ engineer
storps in the misc dump.- Se0. 277 i belo't'T.

Interviews with bsC, ~o 99 DAt RCASC and No ~O Ord Store
Coy RCOC, ~lska, ,~ Nov 43.

vfar Diary,· 1 Bn Wng GrenJ 22 Aug 4~.
vlar Diary, No 99 Det RCASC, If) Aua 4"1.
War Diary, 24 Fd Cay RCE, 17 Aug 4,.
tvnr Diery, No 99 Det ReASC, 17 Aug 4"1.
War Diary, 24 Fd Coy RCE, ,I Aug 4, and 4 Sep 4"1.
IntervieM with Brig Foster, V~ncouver, 18 Oct 4,.

See also vlgr Diary, R de Hull, 18 Aug 43. For a parallel
situation in the Southern Sector see Report by Col
Rickard, Commander TG 87, on file G-2 Office, Alaskan
Defence Command. ..

War Diary, 24 Fd Coy RCE, 19 Aug 4"1.
Ivar Diary, R de Hull, 30 Aug 43.
War Diary, R de HUll, 5 Sep 43 and 9 Sep 4,.
Ibid, 12 Sep 43.
Signal Annex. Annex No 5 to Field Order No 1 Landing Fonce
16.8, dll Aug 41. In War Diary, HQ 1"1 Cdn Inf Bde, Aug
43, Aupx 2. I

See A::mendix "19.
"CommunicEltions Re?ort, Kiska Operation" - Capt SA Hawkins,

OC, I, Cdn Inf Boe Sigs Spc.
See "Signals .tpnreciation, AmJ?)hibious Operations", - Chij3f
Stgnal Officer~ Pac Comd, d/24 Aug 43.

"Apryreciation of Signal EquipmAnt as Emuloyed by Amphibious
Force - North PacifiC" - Chief Signal Officer, Pac COIIJd,
d/24 Aug 4~.

Col Rickard's ReDort (see 177) uoints out the difficulty
of maintt~ining communicFt ions with the liq;ht cable. ftNo
'mHtter ~IThtch side of 8 ridge the wire was laid, shifting
"Tind ,,'ould blo't'T it in to suac 8, or saw it against sharp'
rock edge .n

PCS 504-1-10-2 (8igs) 1/20, dl, Jul 43. W~r Di~ry Grepn­
light GS, Jul 4~, Au~x 24.

Interview with Col AR St Louis, CSO Pac Comd, 15 Oct 43,
He is rAferring to OC 14 Combat Team.

Signal Operption Instructions ATF 9. War Diary, 1 Bn
RM Rp.n~, Aug 1~3, Auux 20.

See Aupendix 40. ' i

Sep. Aunendix 41.
Renort on KiskH O'PerAtlon, d/3 Sen 4"1, - Lt Col D3 HolmRn,

OC 16 CT. "16 BLG W8.S the third group ashore, and as no
wires hnd VAt be en laid forward it was necessary to rlT;'
vert to tho original set-up, la~rin~ ,,'ire. from the Beacl+~
Thts line, 8S well as lines to our coys were maintained
throu~hou~ wi~h. ~racti?~llY continuous LIT comrnunicRtlon~
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200.

218.

217.

199.

~93. ~ve '·'pre the right flRnking unit but at no time was
~contld)lnteral communic~tion e8t~blishd6 to us. It wps only

Int2 on tho 8GCnnc. day that t:.. ~~ b::'Jgnde line rPRched
us. Ou:, b0F\.ch line 'ViR.8 1::-1 con8·:~c.I.i.~~ 'l.::.::i\:; ·c,Y' all units
of the rract l(;-llGroup; indicat 11.g '::::La 7: ~ci th3r no other
line had been laid to the BORCh, or that it was not
kept tn ooeration."
"OrgpnizRt10n or Kedical Se:rlces - 13 Cdn Inf Bde,
Gro("'nli.~ht For'(;c - V!1,~~' Diary, R de Hv.l1, JuJ. 4-3, Aopx2.

Seo Auppndix 4-l n .

A re-port from N&J J?:. H':~:;:.l t oar... ) Gree!llig!lt LO to WDC
sh01I\Ted casua.... ti3s ,;u:3~a:!..neq. at At t 1.,: to to;:,,'l 30 per cent
of personnel engaged ... 2?'5-2 d/14 Jun 43.

See Aopendix 43. Note by Narrator. .
Memoranauill Report - K~ska Operation - Lt-Col TM Brown,

OC 25 rd L~b, RCA}~O.

lVlemorHndum Beport - Kiska Operat:;"on _.' Lt-Col 'I'M Brown,
00 25 Fd Amb ?CActC o

Intervie'lrJ vdth 2~Rj D Sme.ill, A/OC 25 Fd Amb RCAMC, Kiska,
2 Nov 43.

See Appendix 44.
'!far Die.ry, "C II Coy St John Fus (MG), Aug 43, Appx 1.
1 Bn l'l-pg Gron. The ga.le referred to reached its peak
at ~oon on 6 Nov 4-3. The Narrator WP8 nrosent.

\Ipr DiR.ry, 1 Bn RM RHng, 9 Sop 43.
For description of the various tvpes of US rations

issuAd see Apryendix 4S.
1:1Flr Di8r~r, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, 2 SOP 4-3.
~'!er Dlc.ry, No 99 Det RCA-SC, 20 SOP 11.3.
Report on Kiska Operpt~ons, No 09 DAt ReASC, p.3. See

8.1 so ReDort on Kiska. bJ DAQl-t.G, Fpc Comd, Maj ~ HOUS:dY ~
d/3 Nov 4-3. .

War Diary,'HQ 13 Cdn Inf bde, 28 ~ug 43.
'I,lfRr Diar,r, 24- Fd Coy RCB, 25 Sep 43.
13 Cdn Inf Dde Oop,r~tion Order No I, d/2 Sen 4-3, WRr :

Dipry, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, Sep 43, A~px II.
IVar Dipry, "C" Co.' 1 Bn St John Fus OI.G), 7 , 9 Sep 43.,
ObSArved on Rn inspection visit to Green Beach by the
NR.rr~tor. 4- Nov 4-~.

BrigRde Orders, 13 Cdn Inf Bde, d/27 Sop 43 Rnd various
Dailv Orders in unit war diaries.

War Diary, 46 Lt AA Bty, 21 SAp 4-3.
Brlfude Orders, 13 Cdn Inf Bde, d/28 Sep 43 - War Diary

HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bdo, Sep 43, Appx 1.
War Diarios for Sent ember and October contain frequent
allusions to the question of when the Can~di~ns would
return to Canada. Continuous rumours werA urevalant,
and hopes nl ternD,te:'.y rose and fell. Officers were
not immune. For e~~ampl(S soe:- Tar ];iar~r, HQ 13 Cdn In;tl
Bde, 12,23 Sep 43; R ~e HUll, 12 ~ep, 12,22,29 Oct 43.'
For the "Home for ChI'istmas" Dromifl8 soe vlar Diary,
1 Bn Cdn Fus, Sap 43, Summar,r for September.

War DiRry, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Dde, 26 Sep 43.
War Diary, 19 Fd Sec Section, 3 Sel:> 4-3.. .
SAe Rlso 1'Tpp; Gren Pt I Ord~r No "3:5: a723 Sep 4'3, Sec .2
"All rrnks will sleen with knives hunting by their sides
in order to fRc1.1itFite cutting themselves free of a
collaDsod tent in ce se of fire." - War Dia.ry, Sep 4-.,.

The followin~ weather reuort for Kiskn for the month of
Oct 43 was furnished by the US Wepther Station on the
is ··l·nn'd.:.... c. •

197.
198.

201.
202.
203.

204.
205.

206.
207.
208.

209.
210.
211.

212.
213.

215.
216.

. 195.
196.
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21S. 1 recipi tHtion

( contd)
Rainfall for pctober 5.g1 in.
It rntncd ("very d.ay J:;'::-'~~ng the month. Sno\-T fell
on 3 days.

l'lind

Over ~O mnh stC'Hdy on 22 days.
Maximum stendv "'lind 58 ffinh.
Maximum gusts gO moho

Fair 1 por cpnt
Broken 34 pcr·cent
Overcast 65 per cent

On l~ days

Temperature

219.
220.

221.
222.

223.
224·.

225.

226.

227.
22EL

229.
230.

Maximum 50 deg.
Minimum 29 deg.

(September, October and March are regarded as the threQ
best months of the year.)
See also ApDendix 46.

War Uiary, R de Hull, ~l Aug 4~.

This belief, expres8ed in the hearing of the Narrator~
while at Kiska, was declared unfounded by the BO.o S-~,
Maj JG Stevens, and OC 99 Det RCASC, Capt ME McCormick.

tolar Dlary, 25 Fd nmb RCAIviC, 7 Sop 43.
Bri~ade Order No 29, 13 Cdn Inf Bde, d/l~ Sep 43.
War Uiary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf EdP-, Seu, 4~, ArypX 1.
War Diary, 14 Dental Uljnic CD0,~14 Sen 43.
War Diary, 14 Dp-n~al vlinic CDC, 5 Oct 43.
"Three meals out Qf fivc 1I'TG encounter H pink, compressed,
meatish substanco rejoicing in the name of SPAM, its
basic origin lost ~n the mist of bovine genealogical
antiquity." - tolar JJiary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, S Sep 43.
2000 gHls of rum obtainpd from the Royal CanRdian Navy
accomDanied the Greenltght Force, carried on the four
transDort shius. At Kiska it was stored for a time in a
closnly guarded Ja"Oanese-bu~lt tunnel, until the RCASe
storage hut wa.s erectpd. About 45 p8r cent cverproof,
the issue of onp ounce upr man was thorouf£hly anpreciated
by all ranks. - War Diary, HQ 13 Cdn ~nf ~de, 11 Sep 43.
"Renort on Kiska" p - DAQiG, Pac ComO. - Maj E Housley,
0./, Nov 43.
War Diary~ 1 Bn Wng Gren, 26 Sep 43.
Ttlar Diary, R de H, 15 Oct 43. Capt "'~' )-",",<": Camp Cornman..,.
dant, who stprtpd ~ male voice choir and organized weekly

Brigade concerts, emphasized the value of retaining
unit orchestras and bands in future similar operations.
See 226.
War Diary, 1 Bn Cdn Fus, 30 Sep 43.
Less comprehensible to the British military mind; but
strikingly illustrative of the contrast that the Canadi~n

troops presented to their American allies, was the sur­
prised congratulatory comment of the Visiting US Generai
at the completion of an imuromptu inspection of the 13th
Brigade troops, as he remarked to the Chief of Staff,
llAnd do you know, I beliE)ve that everyone of :our
officers and men had shaved this morning!ll



233.
234.
235.
236.
237.
23g.

239.
240.
241.
242.

243.
244.

245.
246.
247.
24g.
249.
250.
251.
252.

253.
254.
255.
256.

257.
25g.

259.

259 a.

260.

261.
262.
263.
264.

/
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Interview with CBut GM Chaout, Adj R de HUll, 20 Nov 43.
Figl~r~ t-j vi\)u'ied. -.JJT M::.j JF :~ptrj 3,' :!J'ield 'daeh1.er, Kiska,
7 Nov .~~

'/' ,

2 Eche:"')!! ·;r'...:":..J.lty P.eturn, d/12 :t-:cv 4').
War Diar;y, 1 En ~ipg Gron, 22 ,tug 43 u

War Diary, R de Hull, 31 Aug 4-"), Appx :II/I and IfE".
War DiRry, R de Hull, 2g Bep 43.
Wnr Diary, ?. de HUll, ~,t) O~ t 1..:-3 n '

War Diary: R. de E>.~ll, ';i, L;.t!:; ~', 27 Sq: 43.
War Diary~ 19 Fa Q~st Offioe, 27 Aug ~j.
War Diary, 11 Postal .Det (iFC, 31 l~ug 4J.
Ibid, 16 Oct 43.
Ibid, 14 Sep 43.
The Narrator spent eigtt. days on Amchitka waiting for th~
mail plene to meke triG f1ight to Kiska.

War DiRry, Hq 13 enn Inf Bde, 4 Sep 43.
"C", 8t John lus (MG) Coy Orders No 3, d/2l Sep 43 - ~1:,r­
Diary, Sap 4), AD~X I.
War Divry, 19 Fd Cash Office, 23 Aug 43.
War DiRry, 1 En Wug Gren, 6 Sep 4).
War Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, e Sop 43, See Ar.mendix 47.
War Diary, 19 Fd Cash Offico, 17 Sep 43.
8ee Aopendix 4S.
Wpr Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, 22 Sep 4").
Tele AG 0")64 d/2") Jul 4").
Pac Comd Adm File Greonlight No 21~, IIHonors and Awarde ll -

Letter from Brig ~I Foster, Kiska, d/20 Aug 43.
See Al)pendix 49.
SnP Appendix 50. I

Prp.ss Release, HQ Alpska Dept, PRO, d/6 Nov 43.
For congratulatory mes8a~8 ~o Canadian TrooDs from Gen
Carlotte see Al)pendix 51.

See para 79 aboV' e.
Report - Vi8it of DDOS Pac Comd to Alaska and Aleutian
Islands, 16 Sop 43, - para 2S.

For purDoses of maintenance US Stores, equipment and suop­
lies arA dividbC into the following five main classifica~
tions:
(i) Olass 1 - Rations
(li) Class 2 - Clot~i~ and Equip~age

These terms cOler all stores as listed below:
Ohemical stores
Engineer stores
Medical and Dental storzs
Ordnance ctores (~~cl MT)
Quartermaster stores
Signa.l stores

(ill) Class 3 - Fuel .
(1v) Cla s 8 4 - EnglnGer Cons true tion ~:fate::stal s

(v) Class 5 - Ammunition.
"Capl tation Rates Canaclian TrooT)s in Ala8kar.~·

P0S 609-25-1-34 (2g), d/4 N~v 43.
A Tre.asfer Direati"V8 '.",\~1 the US Munl t~_ons Assignment s
Commit tee (Ground) Un(l~ted, il Tr&f'.~!~'ers '~O Dominion of
CanB-da by '~he Comm.J.ndlng G~r...(}:ra..l., "mc i !fl1s~s G. to';:El.l
dollar value of $1,52'),565.5 2 Cf<~nclosure to }\Jf-\ 6~S-25-1.:
34 AQ d/2g S8P 43) >

See A-.;nendlx"52.
DDOS Reryort, p~ra 26,27.
PCS 65g-25-l-")~ A4 d72g SOD 43.
Brigpdc Orders No 44,50,54,77 d/lg,20,23,")0 Sep 4~,

War Dlary, HQ 1) Cdn Inf Bee. Sop 4"), A0ryX 1; Pt I Order
No 7, d/6 Sep 43 War D18ry 1 Bn &~ Rang,-Sep 43) Aopx l~



26n.
.;I.

266.

267.
26g.
269.
270.

271.

272.
27~ .

274.

. 275.

- :0 -

Brigade Orders No 20, ujg Sf'n 4) ~ 11ar D!'...ry HQ 13 Cdn In!
Bde, Scv 4), Apnx 1 0

(i) 'Jar l);.arY.1 19 Fd Sou Sretlon, 7 8Gp )+3.
(ii) Nar Diary, 1 Bn Npg Gren, 16 8Gp 43.
(iii)Brigede Order No 9: d/4 Sep 43 ~. ~A number of cases
have been r8Ported of t!BIi Bp,gs] Rucksacks and Unit Stores
having been pilfered while lying on beach or unit piles.
Officers Commanding units will wnrn all ranks under thei~
command that any offend8:::'s '11;111 be severely dealt with. II

War Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, Sep 43, Ary~x 1.
(iv) "Re~ort on Kiska ODeration"-

"Bropking in of stores} looting of supplies has been
indulged in freely by both Canadian ~nd·American forces.
It would seem that in future operations steps should be
taken to prevent this and th at if necessary looters shoulq,
be shot. The loss in this connection in my optnion M.s
reached enormous nroportions". - Lt-Col JA ',Tilson, OC 'Vfpg
Gyqn. In Wpr Diary, Aug 4), AD~X v.
(v) ~ar Dipry, rt de HUll, 14 SeD 43.

"In this concern it is felt that too much equ;pmcnt was
carried by each man, pnd consequently the dela" in dis­
tributing personal belongings to each man was the chief
cause of 80 much Dilfering boincr done (.'11 all beachAs".
(vi) "ReDort on Klska"

16 (b) Poor system of unloaQ1~g. Apparently on landing
the US ~nd Canadian stores were all unloaded and Dooled on
the one beach (Green Beach). Although MPs 'lITere stptioned
there, they themselves did not know markings ,f boxes and
'1:vho should te.ke lnThat equlpmen t. Boxes vrero broken t)Pf';',11

Rnd if the contents looked interesting it was taken by the
personnel sent to clear the beach." -Maj E Housley ,D~"~MG

Pac Comd - 3 Nov 43.
Interview with Brig Foster, Vancouver, 19 Oct 4).
liThe Enem~r on Kiska" p.59.
Ibid p 98 ..
"Report on Kiska Oper[ltions - Southern Sector" - Col
Rickard, OC TG 87.
War Diary~ Cdn Fus, 30 Sep 43.
Interview with Cnnadian, and US Army Officers in Aleutians 1

Oct-Nov 43.
See "Observor's Report on EmbarkRt;on and Landing Exercis~

of the 16th Combat TA~m, 13 Cdn Inf Bde Gp (Jul 31 - Aug 5,
1943, inclusive li ) d/B Aug 43 - 't'lar Dl~ry, 1 Bn ffiv! Rang,
Aug 4-), Appx e.
Nar Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Inf Bde, 5 Aug 43.
lilt is felt thrt offir:p.rs ~nd OR's of the 13 TG have got
whpt it tp.kes to be efficient in bnttle (guts), but un­
fortunatelY they worn ~reen as far ~s battle drill Rnd pro­
flcicncv 1; use" of 1j•.Tep.~ons is conc()~·ned. They must be
given f~11 opportun:1ltles for 1ntQnsive training before
Dnother expedition begins. This t~Rinlng to be supervised
by the Bfte Comdr but to be entlrAJ.y at the discretion of
ench Untt Comdr. 11 - Rr,oort on Kiska Oryer,q.tj,ons - If) Aug 4,~,
Lt-Col D Men[lrd, OC R de Elll.
(1) See ADuendix 5).
(ii)For R rp.Dort showin~ uereentae8 of all soldiers of R.
de Hull qunllficd, ",:>prtly qualifipQ and tlnquD.1J:i'i~d DrioI'
to leaving for Adak on 12 Jul 43, see Aupendix to War
Di8ry, R de Hull, d/27 Sep 4).
All major Car:,~ 'llan units on Klska submitted memorgnda re­
Dorts to HQ 1, Cdn Inf Bde. These reDorts, on file with
the Bele S-3, were mc,de available to this Nar!,ator, and
wore used in comoiling the 5rigade report ~f , Sep 43.
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276.

~77.

278.

279.

231.

282.

236.
237.
2B3.

"ReDort on Kiske. Operation" - 13 Cdn Inf bde. HQMS 9055-1
Vo1 ~ 22 Sen 43. .

E.g. (i) "ReDort on Visit to K1ska", 9 Sep 4~ - Col WG Swan
CEO Pac Comd. PCS f11e 836-1-1, d/17 Sep4~.

(ii) "Visit of DDOS P.ac Comd to Alaska and Aleut1a1 Islands"
Col JE Willis, DnOS Pac Comd, d/16 Sep 43.
(i11) "Arlpreciation of Commun1CEtt1ons RequireIl,ents and Pro-,;
posed'Organlzation for an Amphibious Force" - Col AR StLoM1s
CSO Pac Comd, d/24 Aug 43. .

(1v) "Spec:lal Alaska Equipment" - Letter Brig 1/c Adm Pac
Comd, 609-25"1-3~.(37) d7l5 Sep 43. .

(v) "DAQMG's Ileport on Kiska" - Maj E Housley, L:'\.Qlv1G Pac'
Comd, d/3 Nov 43. I

E.g. (i) Arrangements being made to send TQM candidates to
Fort Orde ,. H0iS 9055-1 Vol 4, 15 Sep 43.
(1i) Interest shown by the War Off1ce 1n US 1tems of

/
SUPP1Y used by Canadians. - SDW 686 Canmilitrv to Defcnso~

d 20 Nov 43. H~IS 9055-3 Vol 3. .
CEO Pac Comd urgod the need for an inc~ease of at least 200
sappArs in tLE F1eld Coy. Spe 277 .ti) above. . .
(i) Report on K1ska operf1,t ions - Capt ME 1'-fcCorm1ck, OC No 99
Det RCASC. .
(i1) See also 277 (v) above.
"Iviemorfl,ndurn ReTJort - Kiska Operation, 25 Fd Amb RCAMC, Lt-Col
TN Brown~ OC. .
The US bRttlepack, worn by troops on thB final move from
A~ak, WD,S too small as comonred 1"r1 th the Bri t1sh small
nack. 'Many troops did not Lave access to rucksack or B-bag
for over a week after landing. .

US table cutlery 1rrB.S very l1ght woir;ht and rusted eas11y.
The OC Cpnadian Fusiliers expressed preference for the

AmericHn Dattern Kersey lined uniforms, and suggested that
the desirability of Kersey lined clothing made in battle­
dress pattern. Such 8n issue 1.Tould of course be subject 'tQ
the limitations of sunply channels. '

Sec XV nbovC'
The problem of co-ordinatlng US Army and Naval landing olans
is one that apDeara imp~ob~ble of settlement at any lower
level than Washington.

Sec XVI above. -
Sec XVII above.
WRr DiFl.ry, 103 LAD 'RCOC. "Cont inuous stream of broken Jeeps.

Truck s '\'ITOn' t' st Hnd up on thi s terrain." - 22 Aug 43. "Tran6­
missions and differentials starting to go on Je 0 ps. No '
parts aV~ilable. Only good use for a Jeep is to dry out
clothing. 1t - 23 Aug 43. "Found three more derelict .Jeeps,
and got some badly needed pprts." - 29 Aug 43. "Trying to
get as manv Jeeos in working order as oarts will permit.
Robbing on~ to fix another." - 31 Aug 43. (Note thnt all
of these references are to snowjeRps, T-15s. No "Cars
5-cwt 4x4u were t~ken to Kiska.)

See Apoendix 54. Note by Narrator.
See Aopendix 55.
"The Enemy on Kiska" pp 59-74.
At the end of October these rows of dummy figures still

remained along the ridges, giving a most realistic aopen.r­
ance at [l few hundred ygrds t d~,ste.n«lle. . .~

293.(i)R~dio Tokyo, Jaoanese Home n.nd.Emuire Service, 22 Aug
g.OO Rm EvlT,- Foreign Broadcost Intelligence S.ervice, F('\dernl
Communications Commission. (On file at Dept of External
Affnirs) •

(ii) For morA rp.c0nt sU~Dort of this story seeADDendlx 55a
(added 16 Oct 44).

289.
290.
291.
292.

v·.• '
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294.
295.

296.

297.
29S.
299.
300.

301.

302.
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Sce Ap~end1x 56. Note by NRrrator.
The MessD.~e of congratulntion sent to Greenlight by the
Prime Mlnlstnr O;l behalf of the Canadipn people rtpue[l,rs
as Appendix 57. '

1tl;'r Dinry) HQ 13 Odn Inf Bde 1 d/7 Ncv 1~"1" l'or uroDosed
list of sRiljngs nnd allocrtions o~ units Rnd equ1uffi~nt

sep, Aopendlx 58.
Se0 Aooendix l=jq.
S8e AD~endix 60.
WRr Di[lry: 1 Bn Wog Gron 1 d/23 Doc 4;.
(i) vlp,r Dinry, 1 Bn Wp~ G~en, d/; Jnn 41+.

(ii) War DiurYI 46 LAA ~ty, RCA d/3 Jen 44.
The mass of snow that fell during th8 last wOAk of ~~c8Dilier

and th8 first wnek of Janupry flattened tents or drove
tent 1')011"8 lTIr1n7 foot ~nto tho soft ground. T't<TO US soldiors
died ~lhon n Fncific Hut collp,psed under the weight of the
snow, and pnoth8r lost his life in a terriblp, blizzard that
swent tho island on Christmas ni~ht. '

. -War Diary, 1 :an 11.\1 Rgng , d/26 Dec 43, and 10 Jan 44.
Ibid , d/6 Jan 44. '
13 Odn Inf Bde Order No 18 , d/19 Jan 44 , an~ No 27 d/27

J8.n 44 - Appx to War Diary, HQ 13 Cdn Iilf Bde - Je.n 44.
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Note on SLEDS

The nellet, or sled, that oroved 80 successful for the
of stores on the Kiska beaches consisted of a sturdy wooden

oIatform g ft by 4 ft mounted on three steel shod runners. It was
fi'tted at each end "1ith a steel t01'1inr.-: cable with snliced eye, so th~t

it could be Dulled e1 ther fOI'\lTard or beck~'TB.rd b" a tractor. Each SIAd
v1ei~hed about 500 lbs., ~nd carriGd a lopd.of from 1400 Ibs to 19OO lbs
con8iBtin~ generally of three units d fire, or five da!s' suooly of
pAtr0~ ~nd oil, or tAn days' rations. These loads were securely
bound to tht" slpds 1>'1.th sinr"ode It" stARl strapuingo, to fom a comoaot
DiRce of frp.1F;ht that "as r padl1y stacked 1n the hold of a tranSDort
sh1~ or onth0. floor of a landin~ bar~e.

'.,:. ..()n debprkat1.on it 1,rflS only n~ceAsary for a tre.ctor to be.ck'·
into the f~ont of the landin~ craft, hook on to the towing cable, and
hE\ul th~ 10fld (s()mpt~_me8 t,~ro sl0.ds in tandem) to the 8T)1')ropriate dump.
Here the ste01 lashings "Tere Gut, thl'> 10B.d rpmoved, and the pp11et .
rnturned to thn beach for Po furthGr cargo. Whether the direction lay
over rough bpaches, elong rocky stream beds, or through th8 gelatinous
l~land mUd, th0 sleds moved readily w1th the minimum of tractive,
p01Ner.

Note on ATHEY TRAILERS

For the ~round movemp.nt of all loose sup'Olies, barrack bags,
tarpaulins, stores of all tyoes, the Athey Trailer provAd an invaluable
aid. Its substantial steel 'Olatform, 14 ft. by 6 ft. with removable
4 Aft. sides and ends, was so]dly based on a massive undercarriage that
~qde on two broad cateroillar treads. With a carrving cenacity of six
tons the trailer was Dulled by a D-6 or D-g tractor. Except for a ten­
denc! to capsize when movin~ along very stee'O side hills, due to the
high centre of gravity when fully loaded, the Athey trailer operated
~qmpletely successfully over the rou~hest terrain. In the later
stages of the Kiska operation, "rhen the hea.vy tra.ffic of moving stores
and construction material had turned raDidly b~ilt roads into channe~s

bf souplike mud, the Athev trailers and th~ caterryillar tractor pro­
v6ded the only reliable means of transryortation on the island.

Note' on SLEEPING EAGS
.u
';~ The U.S. 'Opttern slpnotn~ bp~ issued to all rRn~s consistnd
di two 'Oarts, - pn 1nner and outer b8g, epch of·a qutlted·~roadolot~:
material fil.lod l.r1.th do",,'n. The innnr rf'cerytacle ""Tas teoerod to fit
the body pnd could bp closed un to tho npck by a zin'Oer fastener wh16h
t'Rn do'Ttrn About hplf thn len9'th of the bodY. The outer comDonent,
m~~sur!n~ 6! ft. by ~ ft. when ooened out flat, WRS closed by a zioDer
track running across thA bottom and u~ the side. Both bags were fit~ed

with a hood and drew strings to tic about th0 neck. When rolled
compActly the bag NHS Nrao~ed in R lo'aterproof cover, the whole forming
a bundle about 20 ~nches long and e foot in di~eter, and weigh1n6~

about III Ibs. -
". For sleeoin~ indoors at ~mDeretures above freezing point

the inner bag alone nroved comfortably warm, whether clothing was worn
or not, while tho two ba~s to~ether offered the fullest resistance,tp
the cold. For use in the open, on damp ~round or in WAt weather, Dr-O­
·t.ect ion 1.-TP s provided by the use of p heavy 1,raterproof ooncho, 5-t ft
by 7 ft, which 1,1a.8 designed to wralJ around the outer sl ee'01ng bC'.g.
Experience ·shol ,Jed that some form of lacing was necessary to keep the
outer covering securely in position. This poncho also served as a
raincape, the wearer thrusting his head through a circular hole pro~

tect~d b~ a collar like flap.

Note on TRENCH FEET

~ r Medice1 relJorts from Attu showed that one of the largest
causes of disabilitv in that operation was trench feet. i'1ith a view':
to determining thp best preventive measures against this condition,
both as regords footwear and 'Oronhylaxi8, the 25 Field A~bulance RC~C
~o.Pducted a test durin~ the Great Sitkin exprcise. ~OO mnn from



" .

14 Combat Team wore divided into two scctions of 150 men each. One
section lArOrfl the htp;h Ipather boot .:;.('nt;~11~~J)u81y durin~ the period of
the test, thO} other training in the rubber nhoer:w~8. Each of the
sections was further divided into thrAo g~oups. The ftrst received no
t rea tment lfThat soever I bping us ed as a ccr.trol g;roup 0 The second group
\'Tas su'\') lipd ri th ratfish oil and ins'" '~ih;1;ed as to its \"'.8e. The men
in th e third grou'\') of each section 1tl1erc: gi von formaldehyd'3 footbaths
prior to treatment with the ratf1sh oil. All the men trained for three
daYs without removing their socks at any time.
. Unfortunatol~T the suddenn.ess with which the -Force ernofJ.rkAd
following its return to Adak from the Great Sitkin exercise interfered
wl,th the complet ion of the eXDeriment. From l~That observa.tions lrrere
made it was considered that the use of the ratfish oil was of definite
value and its a-puli(', :::·.on t·!p'S more effective when preceded by the for­
maldehyde treatment.

STRENGTH AT EHBARKATION

PAC CQ}.1D JERICHO

COMI\~ANDING PACIFIC PC060Sl

1"10ST SECRET

PCS 5~-1-10-2 GS

12-7-43.

",

FOR COL HAR~INGTON U.S.L.O.
"
. .

FOLLOT~W!. FOR GENERAL D~:lITT FROM GENERAL PEAHtCE3 QUOTE GREENLIGHT
~;BARKED AIJD llEIGHED ANCHOR 1015 HRS l2-7-4~ TOTAL STRENGTH 261 OFFI~
CERS 45~9 OTHER RANYS CANADIANS PLUS. 6 US FD HOSPITAL IS OFFICERS
229 ENLISTED MEN STOP TOT4L 279 OFFICERS 4769 OTHER RANKS GRAND TOTAL.
5947 UNQt~OTE .

MOST S:S::CRET 1 lo-!OST IM.!~D 1.
; .
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for Maj Gen
GOC-in-C Pac Comd.

Note on th~ Part Played by US Navy in Ldg Oprs.
·Considerahle 'confusion in landing was caused by the failure

o~ the U.S. N~vyls landing plan to coincide with the schedules Drepared
by the Military comDonent parts of the Dlanning. Reryorts from Bn.
~anding Group Commanders showed that their carefully prearrang~d

schemes for tactical landings were b~dly disrupted when they found
themselves at the merc' of Naval oarties whose theqries re~arding de­
barkation differed materiRlly from the 'Army view~oint. The following
reports illustrate the difficulties faced by the Combat Team Comman­
ders:

"At K ~lus lOG five LCVPs came Etlongside, loaded with 2 pIs. of
~:. coy (right fwd coy) and 3 ryls of D coy (left f~Td coy) fl.nd without
pa.using at any 8 F1 sembly fl.rea or RV f\.rea, they headed immedia.tely into
shore, landing at K olus 170, - 40 mins. ahee.d of time, !-1ean'·thile
t~o LCI's crume alongside, loaded UP, one With C coy (rl~ht ~e6.coy)
and the other l'Ji th B coy (1ft' res coy). The balpnce of the f'''d coys.
w·ere loft ''''Eti ting for bo('.ts that did not show UD for e.Durox. one hour.
No attempt to control landing craft into moves "Tae made. The result
was that the first Dart of the first move land~~ at K Dlus l70(09l0qns)
~nd thA rest of thn first move ~t K Dlus 240. Part of the third moVA
~andAd at K 'Olus 200, thp b~lflnce at K Dlus 240. The second move
~~nded at K Dlus 210. TherA w~s no control ovpr the cox's who were'
extremely nlipDY", not in the oicture, ~nd took ordArs from no one, not
even their ol.m of f1cprs" .
(From 0.7 Memorandum Reoort on Greenl;~ht Trg. 25 Aug 4~ - R.E~Bripker
~ajor, 2 i/c 1st En. Cdn. Fus). 0.C.14 C.T.)

"
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(From Reuort on Kiska ODer[1t~ons­

R,P. Drummond, Lt-Col.,
I 'O.C. 24 Fip.~d Regt e , R.C.A.

"For the opere tion on Kiskn Islnnd, the Army Plan ~/'AS laid down in­
cluding the 13 T.G.Opp.r~tion. Before sniling for Kiska n Naval Com­
mpnder came nbonrd shin, took chcrge of the oncrptibn, Rnd this officer
~.70S not El"TarO of or hr d r~ce;ived instructi ons contr[t~!JY to the plan
Inld dm"./n. This 0 "ficor Fl,'JPFlrcntly hRd rPljoivod ser'.lod orders from
the Naval Commander. Those orders were to get the trooDs to shore as
soon £l.S Dossiblc l/Tithout regard to thl" Army PIRn ll •

(Prom Ronort on ~r()Anlight - J.A.~ilGon, Lt-Col.
illp~. Grnn, O.C. 15 Combat T",am),

IIAmnhibious TrA.lnlr;g - Tho mFlin lesson Inarnf"'d lrJP.S that no mattnr
~lhat '(rIas nlanncd tho on'Josite 1,10uld hauuon and thr> resulting- confusiop
,.rould have; caused F,l diSAster of mnjor proportion had there been any
on)osition.

C.T. 's '"lere lnstructnd to make UD bont assignment tables, move
dJ.agrems and If'ndinr-: schpdulns - this "'as done wit·h grf'\ftt care and
thought Fnd dCDended a ~rn t dOAl on the CommAnder's nlrns.

Thn nctual lRndin~s both on Grrnt Sitkin nnd on Kiskn Island were
cErried o~t with com'Jlote disregnrd for the t~ctic~l situation, for
the com'Josition of the force being~nded nnd for ~~A congAstion on
t1#.r; bp.achAs.

Disembarkatirolll stntions h'1d to be changed at the lR.st minute,
troops i<T8re lopded into boats Rnd then changnd to others - Innding
craft ~Aro cnlled to cortain statinns and rCDorted to different ones,
necessi~ting troops bein~ shifted from ono station to another. All
this resulted in a great-deal of unnecessary confusion, both on ship
and subsequently on shore, and was caused by an anparent ignorance on
the part of thp. Navy of the 1ay we had been taught that landings would
be :DE"der!.
(From Report on Kiska Operetion - 3 Sep 43) -

D.B.Holman, Lt-Col.( Rocky Mountain Rpngers,
a.c. 16 Comb~t Team}.

"The signal for sending the guns Rshore was sent at 0930 hours.
'rhe 75 mm h01rTS. l[1nded nt H~OO hours (16 Aug). They l·'erc manhnndled
300 yds. inlRnd 8.nd r p 8dy for nction "lith 15 minutps' firing; nt Ig'30
~ours. The 25 ndrs. Inft the bORt at 2~'30 hours and Rftpr lying off
;ghorp. F..ll nie:;ht "lnrc Innded at OgOO hours on 17 Aug. They ,Tr.re hauled
'to thr>ir Dosition on Fl Dlateau 100 ft. abovp seR level by D-6 Cater­
uillar Trpctors, and wpro in nction with [1~munit10n for s~stRined fire
by. 1000 houre lf •
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REPORT OF l~ BDE SIGS OFFR.

"A small sip;nal centre "ras set un a fe'.tlr hundred yards inland.
Without warning howev8r the Brigade moved off and we were given in­
correct informntton as to its objective. It was therefore some little
time before c0J11municatlons cau~ht uo, pnd shortl~r after, again 'lI7ithout;
warning, Bri~ade nushAd on. A fAW moments later a call (from 1en.
Ree,dy, i'J .Sector) that could be tHken by no one but th8 Brigadier cama
in 1 p...nd men 1.rho had not eaten since 04-00 hours had to race alon~ wi tli.
a line, :t.rhich fell R querter mile short of the ultimate objective for
the night. This W~8 later modified, while the rear pRrty, left un­
orotected, staggrred in at 0100 hours 17 August."

"High pl'iori ty equ 1.oment r.>lanned for the first five days I ooera";"
tiona never reached us; and tho situation was only oartinlly relieved
by the retiring Naval Gunfire Control Party leaving us its entire '
signal equipment. II

- From Reoort of 13 Bde Signals
Officer Seot 194~.

NOTE O~ US HOSPITALIZATION

, The Greenlight Rdministrativ8 planners found the U.S. authorittes
A~tremely reticent about hosni tE'.l accommodation in "ilaska, and 10th po
divulge any informf:t:1on r~g;arding location or cEf:1':)acity of thej.r hos­
ottRls in thp. Aleutipn Chp.in. Fa ~.lure to obtfl in this informatton
c~eated a difficult oroblem for the l~ BrlgRde 9-1, Second Echelon Rnd
thA np-y 8prvlCrl8 both at Kiska. and at Ppciflc Command HQ, and a. con- .
s1derRble amount of corresnondencp flo'~Ad over the air in an attemn~ to
tr'ac8 the movement of CB.nadia.n casuRlt~.ps evacuated through US 6 Fte:J.d
H6snital at Ki~ka. '

It was only aftAr two or thrAe Canadians had reached VRncouvRr
af,ter stoOB of varying lengths in AmericRn hOBU; tHla that the chain of
evacuation becpme f1unarent. These cP8ualties had baen moved in turn
through 179 St~tion Hnsoitpl, Adak; IB'33tntion ROBUitAl, Ft.Richard~on

(Anchora~e); and thA A.W.Bprnes Gpn0ral Hosuital, VRnCQUver, ~ash~ and
the assumntion 'Was rPHched that subsequent CHnad.ian personnel rnquir1ng
hospitalization would be so dealt with.

A visit to 179 Station Hosryi tal at Adfl.k on g Nov 4~, when the
E~e~utive Officer, Maj.T.Shearer WAS good enough to conduct this
narrator through thA lnat~llatlon, disclosed the fact that while tno
present normal-aocommodation 1s ,50 beds, at thn time of the Kiska
o'berstion a ter'porary exoansion to oare for 1500 casualties 'fTas arral1g00.
Patients are generally moved between stations by water transports, bu.t
a few ambula.nce pla.nes are available, and in an emergency the regu1a~

Douglas C-47 1 s of tho Aleutian troop carrying squ8drons may be used,
prOVided a nurse or medical officer accomoanies each plane.

The necessar~r crowding togpther of the Pacific Huts lr~hlch house
tJ~e var10us wards of the Stat ion Hosp1tal has 'Oroduced H rather vul­
nerable air tArget, but as a partial security measure a large dummy
hospital, witb re* crOBS emblems prominently displayed, has been
erected on the ooposite side of Adak Island, as an invitation to.
J~oanese aerial attack.

RATIONS

, U.S. rations used by tha Canadian troops during the' Kiska ex-
Dedition were of thn fol1o,..ring t:,rnes, "DII, IfK", "C" , . 115 in 1", "BII and
"~". Listpd in their order of degree from emprgency to normal iaRue'
t~eir respecti~re comuos! tion is sho"rn bel()1~r.

"D" Ra.tlon
'3 bars concentrptnd sweetened chocolate (600 cal. each).

",,"
;"".
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"K" RHtion

Breakfast
4 oz. notted ham and e~g
1 p~g. , K-l biscuits
1 pkg. 4 K-2 biscuits (sweetened)
1 nkg. coffee
3 cub8s sugar
1 pkg. "Gharm" candies
1 fruit ba.r

Dinner
4 oz. cheese
1 pkg. 1 K-l Discuits
1 Dkg. 4 K-2 biscuits
1 ukg. lemonade Dowder
~ cubes SU~Br

2 oz. dextrose tElb1ets
1 stick chewing gum
4 cig8rntti'lS

SUDDer
?~ oz. Dork Rnd VAal lonf
10 gm. bouillon nowd~r

1 nkg. 1 K-1 biscuits
1 nkg. 4 K-2 biscu!ts
2 oz~ "D" Ration chocolate
1 stick chewin~ ~um

4 cigarAttes

Each mee.l Dacked in flHt cRrdboard box in 1rJaterDroof DRuer.

"G" Ration
A day's r8tton consisted of ? tins of "B"-unit

"l·lli-·unit. . A meal consist ed of one tin of each unit.
0:;:' heat tHbs were issu8d for use with "G" rations.

l1BC-.un i t
Bread ration (biscuits)
Beverage - cocoa, coffee or lemondde
3 pieces of sugar
candy or chocolate

IIl-I"-unit
Keat and vegetable stew

or
Keat and vegetable hash

or
l-leat and vp.~etable ,,'i th beans

8.nd ? tins of
Sterno heaters

115 in 1" Ra.tion
A cardboHrd carton contE1ining 2g lbs. of' nrepared I'B" ration,

issued to feed five men for one dav, (not onn mpn for five days).
Strictly an emnr~ency rRt 1 0n, all food being nacked in cans. This
ration was used to a limtted extent tow?rds the end of the first week
on Ktska RS a wplcome rRliRf from IIC" rations.

"p" Ration
A com7)lete bulk ra.tton consistln~ solely of dried, dehydrated or

canned foods. Kenu No.2 intended for Fri~id or Cold areas, contained
some 125 ariicles of diet. The liB" Ra.tton'WRs the standard iSBue
during the stay at Klska, excent when it was supplemented from time to
time by the a.rrivgl of a ship with "A" rAtions of fresh meat,vegetablcs
and e~gs. The full list of II~" ration items is given in "U.S. Issue
Chart based on No.2 Exnedition?,ry Force Menu showinlJ" quantitif!s re­
quired of eac~ comnonent for 10,000 rations. Revised 9/2g/42."



6{!. '. i";:l \ ( '1 'j : .... ) f 1 tt'Ce.ra ~.! \~) . -.J, \.2.1 o' e er
d/20 Aug 4~1 frolli HQ l~ Cdn.lnf.3d8!

6. The follo",rln~ IT,><l i fic 8.Ct s of a COl~::',Pg80U S' n[;"~',H'~~ nre ou tline(.
in each case:

(a) K h02l0l S~to Fostnr, E., R.V.Rangers

Who when his ryl comd was fatplly lnjurGd by a land
mine went to his &SSistl:J.nce 'tv~_thout regard -for his
personal sRfety a~d subsequently l0d his 01 in the
f2.ce of "'That \'laR believed to be a strong Jap lJosition.

(b) Lt. John Corner, R.M. n~ngers

For coolness (;nd initiative - ""hen hiB In.ndlng 01'aft
crtpsized c"'..urlng the initial landing leaped into the
sea heavily laden and assisted men struggling in the
water to get free from their equioment, thereby saving
any loss of life"

(c) D 615241 Sgt. Lannucil11, J. Regt. de Hull

Who by his prompt action and disregard for his own
safety assisted Pte. Benoit to remove a burning gas
engine from the hold of the U.S.A.T. David W. Branch,
thereby saVing the shiD from destruction, the hold
containin~ petrol Rnd hl~h explosives .

.
\ E 62005 Pte. 5enoit, B. rteq;t. de Hull

who assisted Sgt. Lannuc!lli and was uainfully
burned.

(H.W.Foster) Brigadier,
l~th Cdn. Inf. Bde.

REPORT Ol'J I}RENADE' EXPLOSION
Salmon P~ss Camp,
~ Sep 4~.

Commanding Officer,
1 Bn. Rocky ~ountain rtpngers, C.A.

aEPORT ON GRENADE EXPLSION AT Iv!-163eQl 23-g-4~. .
. On Saturdav 23 Aug 4~, I 1I"as in charge of a small detachment con-

sisting of K-42577 L/Cn1. New, E.R. and K-~2569 Pte. Ingham, K.A. We'
,.,ere dismantling Japanese sTeeDing quarters at a former JaDanese Artill­
ery Cpmp on ~0rgan Hill (M16~99l). We were watching carefu~.ly for
booby traps and oulling un the Danels on which the Jan beds ~re layed
when a Jap grenade fell to the ground. This must have been fastened
to the underside of the panels in some way next to the wall. The sr~·~t
pin was missing and the grenade made a sharD click on falling to the
ground, which was stony 0 Pte. Ingham was the. nearest me.n to the gren~de

and '. with great presence of mind :.:.c;: picked it up and ran about fi 1; .•
teen feet to the door ~'htch "'as partly blopked with debris throwing ·~he

grenade outside as far as he could. The gr~nade ex~loded before t0uchi
touching thp ground. L/CDI New was about ten feet from where I was
~~orking at the time and probably did not see the occurrence as clearly
aR I did. In my 001nion Pte. Ingham's promnt acti.on saved the three Of
U6 from serious injury or Dossible death.

(Sgd) D.O. De~itt, Sgt .
. "I" Sectton,

1 Bn Hocky l~()untHin Rangers, O.A.
Salmon Pass Camu
? Sen 4'1.



The detAchrnp.nt, as doscribpd above, was sent out
by me to bring in ~umber for the floorin~ of the
Bn. Orderly Room Tent. '

(Sgd ) H. G. Lunn, R.S .IL (U . 0 . 1 )
1 Bn Rock.y ~:rountain Rangers, C.A.

DDOS REPORT ON STORES

ExtrAct from letter from Headquarters, Pacific Command Vpncouver
Barracks, Vancouver, B.C., dated 16 Sept 4"1 to Brigadi~r i/c Adminis-,
tra'tlon, Pacific Command, re visit of D.D.C.S.Pacific Command to
Alaska and Aleutian Islands.

21. Brigadier Foster showed the A.D.O.S.(E) and the D.D,C.S., on a
personal tour, the arrangements which wer~ being set up for the units
in his Command and their generA,l dis'Dositbn. He also arranged for
their transDortation to the beach encampment of Lieut. Colonel Menna.11Q.,'
Officer Commanding the Regiment de Hull, who Was antrustnd with the r~­
moval of the stores landed from the combat shins on Green Beach. At
the time of thp visit, 1.rhich occunip.d a daY and a half, a very 'sub­
stanti81 "Oprt of 8,11 unit stores and am11'Junition, including lSuns and
small arms, were still stacked just beyond reach of the tide on this
beRch where they ha.d berm landed orig i nplly. irThile every effort had
been'made to store th8se in an orgRnized fashion, there had been so
many develooments of an emergency naturp th8t the beach still presented
a vpry disturbin~ ryicture from a standnoint of valuable stores~ It 1s
understood, howevnr, that two days later an L.S.T. was brought around
to Green Beach pnd "Oractically the whole of these storns we~p loaded
and brou~ht to the shore in Kiska Harbour where they were in the nro-.
cess of bein~ removed as fast as possible to the various units areas,
aB'man~owor and tractor haul1n~ facilitias b~ca.me available.
22. It was exolained to the D.D.O.S. that 1J.9. Na.val authorities in­
~i~ted UDon dumping stores contained in the combat ships of the whole
('orce, Canadian and U. S'. a.like, on Kiska Harbour shores immediately
fo,llowing the occupat~.on. No regard was mado to any orga.nized plans
3ubmitted by the Armymd so long as a~ inch of space remained on the
~8ach, the Naval authorltlp.s insisted on piling thousands of tans of
3~pplies on the shore, in whatever fashion they had managed to lift
~hem from holds of the shins, r~gardless of loading plans or ownership.
~he result was a scene of confusion that at first aoneared to be of
alarming uroportions, narticularly in view of the fact that thousand~

of.rounds of high explosive ammunition were dumned in piles like cord­
wqod and also thousands of drums of high octane fuel were also stacked
in the immediate Vicinity. Equally valuable stores, but of a less
dangerous type, were snread in similar fa,shion over the· whole area of
the Harbour front.
23. It is understood that the Force Commander, following upon a period
of:intense confusion, when all units attemnted to gather on the beach
::it once to find and 1dthdraw their stores, finally ruled off all per­
sonnel and vehicles, eyceuting a limited allotment to the Canadian and
U.S. Forces. This slo1r'ed down temDorariljr the removal of valuable
stores to a ooint where they could be protected from the weather and
the danger ofpilfAr.ing and looting '\IIThich 1,r&s bein~ carried on to a
very greHt ~xtpnt by the U.S. NRvnl pArsonnel and the up.rsonnel of the
U~S. SUAcial Sprvices. These refArAnceR to uilfering and lootin~ are
~eRraaY only Rnd cannot be v0rified by tho D.D.a.S., btit it was the
oninion of Avpr,r officrr to 1"rhom the D.D .. O.S. suoke that thfClre had be~n
a verv grent deal of such unauthorized prpctice carried on.
24:. The D.D.O.S. in vi~~1 of his resnonsibilityfor advising the staff
in'matters concerning storps, felt it incumbent upon him to make urgent
rE"uresentation to Briga,d1er Foster, requesting that he give whatever'
degree to precedence he could in the use of mannower and vehicles to the
r~moval of these stores to a le~s dangerous and more ntotected area,
both in the interests of the Unit COMmanders and the CRnadlan nublir
gE"nerally. Brigadier Foster exore8sed his '\Alillingness to do everythipg



saible provhU ll"; tlle defenBlve DIan to l.I1hich he ""fi8 committed woulQ.
not be inPJaired. by the utilizlltlor.. of 7ehicles and mannOlTer for this
luty, wbich he considerei to be of Ed00ndary imDortance to his military
p~a!! 0

JE;.D2.J.le,se Eva'",us.'tion of Kiskc..

The follov.Tin'g extract from aU. S. Intelligence Renort is repro­
duced for information:

"First detailed acc-ount of the enemy IS eVEtcu[;,tion of KISKA apDears
in a captured notebook nicked un on TARAV1A. The not ebook, Droperty 0+
a neval e~~ign~ himself a member of the evacuating fleet, reveals the
followin~:

(1) The enemy's fir8t intention, to evacuate the KI9KA garrison of
"more than 7,000 men ll oy sub:narine, ~;'as Rbandoned as too slo\,1
and too costly PbecRuse tho efficiency of the enemy's radar was
far suoprior to ~rJhat 1,ITe had r.xucctod." '

(2) On 6 JUlv, 2 cruisers and 10 d0stroyors with haetl1y installed
"count o r-rf1dRr" equiument aboard sail(~d from PARAHUSHIRO to
effect evacuation by surfa~e vos801s, Bptweon the 6th and the 14th
when ordorpd to return to PARAl-1USHIRO, these. ve2sels set three
separate datps for the "run" - but, on oach oCCRsion wore Aestroy~d

;' by clear l,TE'ath ... r and,KISKA renorts of U.S. air and na.va~ activity.

("::s) Sa.il1ng; from PARAt\1USHIRO ar.;ain on 22 July "'lith the ,":) -"'::fth Fleet;
aboard the cruiser TAMA, the fleet resumed its wait for favorabl~
weather. Collisioli sent two destroyers limning home. The re­
maining vessels, under cover of fo~ that grew steadily thickpr
from the 27th on, set their course for KISKA, and guided by that
garrison's radio be8IDs, crept Braund the northern tin of the
isl~nd and into KISKA HRrbour on the nfternoon of 28 July.

Anchoring at 1~50, the garrison's r~maining strpngth of "over
5,000" loaded from barges within the next 2 hours, On the return
triu 1 U.S. submarine wh~cL submerged immediately was sighted off
KISKA. PARAMUSHIRO was reached without incip.ent on 10 and 31 JUly-II.

-PCS 5,~O-3-3-1-8 (GIO)
d. 5 Apr 44.

The Probable Coat of Enemy Resistance
\ While any estimate of what, might have hanpened in an opposed,

landing is necessarily conjectural, consid.ered opinion agreec. that
American and Canadian casualties would have been heavy. A frequent
estimate set the ·nrobable minimum figure at 7,000.

In reaching such a eonclusion observers draw attention to the
~0110wing factors:

(a) U.S. cRsualties at Attu amounted to ~O Der cent of the attack­
ing force. Some 2090 JaT)anese defended the island, but many
casualties came from frost bite and exuosure. At Kiska the Allied
force numbered 32,000 as oOlosed to 7,800 Jan~nese. Making allow­
ances for the better urecRuttnns taken to 1f.r i thstand Al(~ut18,n

we~thpr conditions, and for t4n very much more accurat~ knowledgA
of the tono~r("l')hy of th~ island to be attacked} it 1.v88 , n0verthfl­
less, considered that so large a Jap:mese force, fightu1g to th8
death, might ~'ell have inflicted a number of casualtips equal to
it sown strong-tho
(b) Although ihp ulan of attack carri0d the aRsault on to beRche~
remotp from the main Janannse concentrl'3tions, and in a:r'eao net
as strongly manned with guns as was the east side of the islaLd,
estimates of enemy nrtillerv covf'rage of Broad Beach sho-;',Ted no
less than t1elve ~f the 181~ndls fifteen Japanese batteries bear1~s
up on the side chosen for the Northern sector attaok. (Sep Man 24,
AIC NOF~AC, - War Diary Wpg. Gren., Aug 41. Anpendix V). While
it is true that some of the Japanese batteries had been nrobably



rendered harmlesB through. aerial and naval bombardment prior to D-daJ',
later observation showed thnt nothing short of'n dirAct hit would put
a heavy gun out of action, protected as they were from bomb blast and,
splinsters.

(c) The hills b~hind Green Beach harboured many a skillfully con­
cenled and well DrotActed machine gun nAst, 8tratn~ic~11y sited to
sweep the shore with enfilpdc firp. These o08itions pxtended on ov~ry

rldg~ to thA centrp of thA island. Until each of thesn fox holes Rnd .
hillside strongholds h~d b08n clopnnd out by pttacking ~rennde partinG,
thl'"' role of th" b:"'Fl.ch '"Oprty 1.Tould havo benn pn uncnvif'ble onn ..
(d) Rnferrncc hps Rlr0~dy beAn mado to thA disorganizing factors that
threat Aned to di srupt the shiD t a shore movemAnt of men and stroDlle A.
In the op~nion of the commandArs of the Conp.d ian combe.t teams the
failuro of the naval plena to co',nc~,de ll'1ith the ml1itgry debarkE-l.tion
schedules, pnd the crowdinQ:' on to Green BAE\.ch of thA U.S. lHnding craft
destined for the other beaches cre8ted a confusion that in :~e face of
~n alert enemy might ~ell havp beAn ~ttended by serious consequences .

.'.
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