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n:r:ltDUCTl ON .

1. :'his rercrt ~eflln ,,;j th ~he :o~(jtjon.
orpnnizntion. train1nr. and ope:-otionnl role of t,he
first 0: the three Hore :!)efenco Divi3ion~ or the
Oo~udiAr. ;~m~r. i.e. the 6th Canndinn Inrp.nt~J Division.
'rho source rr.. terial frc1'" wllich the follo~'I!n~ aCCOU:lt 113
dr<:Mr:. i~cl'ldc3 thE "G'I and 'IAIi

• ~ur Diaries ot the
Divisional HflCd11 erlcrs, the "!ar Diar~e3 of the CO';1PO
nent br1en~e~ and the Hend~uDrters file~ in Central
~c"intry, ')c:)nrt~er..t of !7~tj onol Defence. (\f' the30
13tt·:;.r, U~e perttnent flIes jn the "20" block '~1er6

... oun<t to be TIlost u~eful.

c~. J\t t,~e ~A,.,n t iMe tpc~~ t~e tlnits
00" "li3~r." t 0 l·~t ~n(' 2n~ C!nad::'an DtvL 1on'=l "rere
be1,n" cnlir:(! Qut for flcthre ~erv:ce on 1 ~30r :~» "rlet~il'1"
o~ otter N'C ,"tou",:1'! sneojfip,c l.ln~t~ "C~C algo c~ll~(t out
for }1O"le "ef nee nn~ f"e'1ercl ~ecurlty duties. Tho~e,
nne.. 'Jt~\~!" ?Ton-i C~rJnnE:nt :'..ctive L:i.11tia un1tn» ''''h1cl,
were 1·~or"! i';.110 to t,ir:~~ ;.)If.lce~ on f'n octlve n~;ovice

hafd,:~ ,1r(~cT' Jflcti.on G4 of the r,:ilititl A.ct, f'o:""'J":el~ ~
;"00 ~ llY'''Y', vrh.lch :Juhse~u('mt mrorncnn nnti ~lo~"'a Det~noe

nivi:-dons "'n:"'o i'ormcd.- In !.:ay 1940 the "'lOo11izution of
thE' .3r1 Canfldien Il1i'antr:,r D~vi~1.on ~'.'F.~ ('.n:lcunoed; nnd
in Juno the rni8jn~ or ~ fourth divinioL ~nn uete~1ined

u;)on.

;'. !n O... tober 1940) prclir.1.nnr:r d1.scllsr;ion~

',;ere 1",;10 ~:" tee Uirectorates concerned) ror:-arc.l!l'~ the
!'~obil.1zct i(.n of t.wo nor!) 1nffmtry' d i IT ~ ":Iiene. The rei .~j n."'!'
of L03C riviniol1f1, not inclutiio[': thos~ b1Jt.to,~ion:J

o.llref~d:r callod out fer home defcnco "'urpose3. had not)
at tl.. i.3 dt-I.Q, bc()n nuthoI'lzed. It '.,1:riB declderl, thcrefo~o,

nerel- r to J:,.,~')cre a tcntRti'v6 3e_cction of un~ts ":hic::
nl"ht' cCJ"'1.!lri~e these divi3ion~J, te.klne: into cccunt th6
~ec~s$lty c? n~lnta1njn~ a cert~in numb€~ of Coast
Defenoe tntt~lions nn~ also infQ~tr7 battallona in
Fe·...rour:dlnnd and the ";est Indien. Tbe n~lect';on o~

co~"P(n'J,t un':'ts ,"RS to be br1sed upon t'le :':"n",o'~er C8jClCit~r
)~ tore v~riC' 3 Lilitp.:"J' Jlstrictz (H .;.~) 20-2-5) '(olo 1;
'~ hI1:nirr" Cnnadir.n ArI!I~! .I. ro.~ra~T!le, '}!'Ojf:C't No. 1.3": Gee

;;120 I-G'":'c ::" ~~ill.C.,1. J., 23 O~1;, 40).

4. Ko furtter gtep~ o~~er.r tc have been
t2.~E:I1 f"~'r '3c~lc't'al rlonths, nnl.1 on 7 I ay 4:, th, ·"c.t '.n'"
Ghief of the Q.f)I'leral '.It'1f'f, nr~f"f:d~Gr ~.:flu~lce ... o!'f'J,
~:1h. (~ tre -'i~~c:'or of ;}Gaff Jutief.t tc n"''''''\~t'e H ~'H"~e~ted

t'1b:;'F or c")~ -)o"\itlor f'cr A 5th :;f'.nnd1p.n ): '1,,:,1on (H ~J
20-_-5 t -Joel. 1: . 0 ,6 to T) J.D. ~ 7 rr>~! ~ l}. In rc .....17
L~j("l~.. lc.t.~!' D~1f·adle!") 1.1.. ClleclejT (.~. ).(\)~ rrs:nored
t!!C').()1! ':':r,o"l~n~ ~ drEift co:""!""(')oitj('ln for t' e 5th nnr tl~n

~t'!1 0flUC:lCi'ln 1Jlv1n'lonf;) (kid: J.~). (Jd to 'J.:;. ').,
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~egi 6 t:,

14th Ihtantl"1 lJrif.P& e
The ent Hoglr"len
The '\} gonq 1.. n He iroo J t
The llidl"~rl Regi l t

15th Irf n ry Brl~edo

The Sherbroo'e Fueiliers
1 8 Vl,tor18 Hif e ot Os
;r~le O~l'nl TH. EHi! 0 0"1 d

nt

M... O. Bat 1.. 11 lIn
The l)f!~n" 110M 11 911. n .0.)

ford Volunteers

ReRiment
Reg mant

Su<1bur

16th I fantry Bripad
The t{ock~r :ountF 1n
The J. j no Albe,rt
The 'H nn lpcp.; .L.j,~h

17t.... Il1~ llntry Bri a
The linooln and :'110 lnnt
The Sault Ste. l~n 1a ?n
i.e Rer.-·:n .. nt de Hul

lath InfantrJ Brigade
Les Voltir8urs de .~ucbao

The ?rince Edwarr.l Island HL hlanders
The New Brunswiok Ran~r

, .. G.. Bat talioD.
La Regiment de Chat6au~la1 (it .. )

,. Early in July. 1941, e oban~e of nonen-
elature took plaoe which atfe,cted the Div1gion whioh
forms t"he sUbject of this I"Etr>ort.. The 1st Canadian
Armoured Di~ision. hioh had been Buthotiv.ed b1 General
Order 88, ; Jun 41, \'1as 'reC\e itttImtod t,h6 't1'l CElns len
(Armoured) Division; acoording]. V. tb .5t C8ne~18n
Division) which W$ fiave b~an disou~sin~ 9bo~e. wan
renUl"'bered t,he 6th Canedtan Divis1b ; while the previous
6th Canadiah Di~is1on ~eoa th ?t. Canadian lvisiort.
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6~ On 2 Jul 41, tentative proposals for
the Order of Battle of the 6th Canadian Division were
re-examined, and a revised table of composition submitted
to the Chief of the General Staff. This draft Was
prepared by Colonel (later. Brigadier) W.H.S. N.acklin.
Director of Staff Duties. Colonel Macklin pointed out
in his memorandum the necessity of improving the position
respecting French-speaking representation in the Active
Army. Although a rair measure of rapresantati n had
been achieved in the 1st and 2nd Divisions, "in the
some~lhflt hasty mobilization whic 'tyas carried out in
June~ 1940, at the time of the collapse of F ance,
tbis important matter was forgotten or pushed aside"
(Ibid~ vol· 1: Macklin to A/C.G.S., 2 Jul 41). 0
Frenc:h-speakin~ units had been i eluded in t e 4th
Di.vision ann, except for the She. b ooke Fusili r Regiment.
which was a bilingual amal~amation of two Non-Permanent
Act:tYe Mili tis units, not one of the unallotted infA'''try
batta ions raised at that time was French-Canaolan. With
regard to the Armoured Division. it had been considered
inadvisable to complicate the problem of inter-conmunica
tion 'y introducing French-speaking units. Another
factor was the necessi.ty for speed, which had precluded
the ~aising of new units ab initio. French Canada therefore
obtained scarcely any representation in the 5th Canadian
Armoured Division. Accordingly, in planning the Order
of Battle of the 6th Canadian Division. "a determined
effort" was made "to correct the existing situation
respecting French-Canadianunits" {.lQ.!2..}.

7. In his proposed Order of Battle for the
6th Oanadian Division the Director ot Staff Duties
accepted the previous recommendation for the 13th and
14th Infantry Brigades, but suggested the following
composition for the 15th Canadian' Infantry Brigade:

Le Regiment de Hull (to be mobilized)
I,es Voltigeurs de Q,uebec, and a Coast
Defence Infantry Battalion from M.D. 6.

He also suggested that certain French-speaking units f
arms other than infantry should be incorporated into the
divisional Order of Battle, inc uding the 58th Anti-
.Tank Battery (Levis), 15th Field Company (Thetford Mines),
19th Field Ambulance (~uebec) and 6th Divisional Ordnanoe
Field Park (~uebec). With regard to 6th Divisional
Signals, it was appreciated that t.e Militia units,
insofar as trained personnel were concerned, were largely
exhausted and that it would be necessary to fill the
signal sections by quotas of men from all Districts,
strengthened by a few key men from overseas.

8. Two days later, on 4 Jul 41, the Chief
of the General Staff, Major-General (later General)
H.D.G. Crerar, sent a request to the Minister of National
Defence urging the partial mobilization of the 6th Canadian
Division (Ibid: Crerar to the Minister, 4 Jul 41). He
wrote, in part, as follows:

L The que stion of the Order of Batt Ie of a
prospective 6th Canadian Division (of which
the majority of the infantry battalions are
already available) has been under examination
for some time.

2. The proposed Order of Battle now submitted
by D.S.D., the basis of which is argued in his
memorandum of 2nd July, 1941•••••• is c nourred in
by me.
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3. It will,be noted that a p,opd deal of. ,
thoul7,ht has been p,iven to the problem of p;ivihg
more adequate representation in the Active Army
to French Canada.

,
. I

4. I would ask for yoUr very early approval, of
this Order of Battle. and espeoially as re~ar~s

the proposed composition of the 13th. 14th and
15th Infantry Brigades.

I .

5. I also recommend that approval be now given
for the progr~ssive mobilization of the new
units required to enable these three Brigades to
function as Infantry Brigade Groups, this mobi
lization to begin as soon as the 3rd Canadian
Division has departed overseas.

6. Approval of the infantry composition of
this prospective 6th Division is an urgent
matter. These units will, for at least several
months. and perhaps for over a year, be employed
in a home defence role. It will be to them that
a considerable proportion of those infantry
trainees who have not volunteered to serve
overseas, and who leave the Advanced Training
Centres on 19th July, will need to be posted.

7. As indioated above. I propose that the
mobilization of 6 Canadian Division should
initially be partial. The first stage will
be to oomplete the three Brigade Groups Which
it is intended to looate: - (a) at Nanalmo
(b) on the '~,1elland Canal (0) at Valcartier.
There they will be relieved by the Brigade or
battalion now doing duty in those areas, and
the Brigades of the 4th Canadian Division will
concentrate at D~bert and Sussex in replacement
of 3rd Canadian Division.

8. As soon as the foregoing policy has been
approved a detailed schedule of partial and
progressive mobilization will be drawn up for
6 Canadian Division.

9. On 7 July the Minister of National Defence
replied as follows:

To approve your meI!lorandum of JUly 4th
would be to authorize the 6th Division in
advance of the 'Var Committee of Cabinet having
passed on it. As you know, the matter of the
authority for mobilization of a 6th Division is
now before the Committee. Before the Prime
Minister went away, I asked you if it was
urgent, and you told me that no decision was
needed before the Prime Minister returned.

I understood from you verbally that all you
wanted for the present was approval of a list
of units to which those doing compulsory training
at the Infantry Training Centres could be posted
as they finished their monthly training. If
you will submit the list which you sugpest, I
shall deal with it at once.

I note Colonel Macklints memorandum of JUly
2nd, particularly regarding the paucity of
Frenoh-Canadian units (Ibid: Ralston to e.G.s.,
7 Jul 41).
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1'1:lli MOBILIZATION' OF WR~}; l3RlGADE GRbu.PS OJ! 6TH DIVIhION
~,

I •
10. In a subsequent memorandum to the Minister
of National Defence, the Chief ot the General Statf pointed
out that the 3rd Canadian Division was then under or~ers to
embark for overseas, and that plans were ~der way fprthe
despatch of the 5th Oanadian Annouted Divi~ion~,in September
and October. Under these circumstances, the or~anized
forces available for mobile operations in Canada woul~ be
would be reduced to one dl vision (th~ 4th Ca~diBn).' Steps
had already been taken td concentrate this diVision at

• I, i

Sussex and Debart in the Maritime Frovinces as soon AS tbB
3rd Division should sail. In the li~ht of this situ~tion.
the Chief of the General StBf~ a~aln urged that authority .
be obtained to commence the mobilization of the 6th DiVision
"which, until further authority 1s soup:ht, will be oi"BAnized
on e ba~is of three Br~Bde Groups, instead of a complete
Division" (~: Crerar to Minister of NAtional Defence,
15 Ju1 41). These Brigade Groups were desl~ned to be
operationally self-supporting. Each was to consjst of the
following troops:

Brisade Meadquarters
One Infantry Brigade of three battalions
One Field ReginEnt n.c .A.
One Field Company R.O.E.
Signal Sections for each Infantry Brigade and

Field Regiment.
Detachments of Ammunition and Petrol Oo~panies

and, a Supply Column, R.C.A.S.C.
One ' Field Ambulance
Two Light Aid Detachments R.C.O.C.

It was intended that the Brigade Groups should be located
at Nartaimo, B. C., Niagera Peninsula (WeIland Canal), and
Valcartier. Owing to the selection of the Cape Breton
Highlanders for the 5th Canadian Armoured Division, and the
reinforcement of" "''1'' Foroe by the Prince ~dward Island
Highlanders, the Chie r of the Gene ra1 Staff also requested
authority to mobilize two additional infantry battalions.

11. The implementation ot this prog~Bmme
necessitated the mobilization of two Infantry Brigade

. Headquarters, § two infant ry battalions, three field regiment s
R.C.A., three field companies, R.C.E.,. five signal sections
(one already formed for the 13th Infantry Bri~ade)~ detach
ments for each company divisional R.C.A.S.C., three field
ambulances, and six lip-ht aid detachments. The total
strength of the proposed Brigad~ Group'f! was 12,223 all
ranks, of which 6,337 were already 'mobilized. 5,886 were
therefore required to brin~ the' Brigaoe Groups up to strength.
As it was contemplateil tha t these unit s would be employe d
"for a considerable period II in a Home Defence role j t, was
planned to utilize them to absorb them a proportion of "R"
recruits who had not volunteered to serve' overseas, And who
had not been posted to Coast Defence units with a fixed role
(Thid) . These recor:menilatj ons were approved by the ~':ar
Committee of the Cabinet on 29 Jul 41. (Ibid: Notation on
General Crerar's memorandum). . -

- - - ~ - - ~ - - - -
x One Brigade (the 13th Infantry Brigade) had been authorized

to mobilize 21 Jul 40. (See para 20).
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12. Fol1owin~ the a Y)7)roval of the Vrinister
coverinp the formation of three Brigade Groups the
detai1sof the proposed or~ani7,Rtionof these Groups
ware the subject of A meeting of Directors At the
Department of National Defence on 0 Aug 41. (HQS
2iJ~1~5, vol. 1: :Minutes of £3 Meetinp, of Directors
held at N~D.H.Q.) 1100 hI's 6 AUf; 41). The Directors
8,:!,reed thAt the mobilizatj on of the cormonent units '
.s'tloU1d be proC!res~ive. InitioJly, cadres' of· offj cers
end non-commisnioned o~ficers down to and incluoine
oorporals were to be rBised and trained. It was
est3mated that this cadre trajning would last froM six
to twelve weeks, depending on the arm, and that it
1!1ou1d be November or December before mobili7.ation
,Proper \vould begin. The authority to mobIlize 'Provided
thai; the units concernen should absorb a proportion of
ll!,-{II recruits. This 'Nas part iculerly the case with
Le Reg;ment de Hull owing to the fact that few units
e;cisted to which French-speaking "RlI recrui tB could be
satisfactorily posted. At the same time every
encouragem3nt was to be given to soldiers serving in
the Reserve Army (formerly Non-Permanent Active Militia)
td enlist (Ibid). The estimated costs of the three
Brigade Groups with a strength or 545 officers and
11,497 other ranks for a period of two and one-half
months in Cadre form (614 officers and non-commissioned

. officers) and three and one-half months full establish
ment tUTlounted to $12,782,569 (Ibid: Crerar to the
Minister of National Defence, 6 Aug 41).

13. Although mobilization instructions
(co~ lea of these Mobilization Instructions will be
found in HQ.S 20-1-5, vol. l) were sent to the District
Of1'ic€lrs Commanding as early as 18 Aup 41, regardin~
the mobilization of the units of the three Brigade·
Groups whi.ch 'were to compose the 6th Canadian Division,
the General Order naming these units AS Corps of the
Active Militia and placing them on Active Service 8S
8ctive units of the Canadian Army lnder Section 64 of
the Militia Act was not issued until 24 Feb 42. This
order, General Order 63/1942, was, hm~ever,. made
effective as of 29 Jul 41.

14. On 16 September, as 8 result of repreGerts-
tion made by the rlinister~ (Ibid: Memorandum, 6 Sep 41)
amendm~nts were iSffilSd to the orieinal instructions 0
18 August stating that personnel might be obtainen from
general enlistment, as well as from the Rese~ve units
and "R II recruits. The perjod i'or this [:,e'ner81 enlistment
was to end on 20 Oct 41 "at which time such recruitinf? 'IN111
cease, and each District Officer COTmlanding concerned will
submit a report to National Defence Headquarters, showing
what progress has been made in the mobilization of 6th
Division units beine raised in his District". On receipt
of this report arrangel'llents·""Jere to be made to fill vacancies
with "RI! recruits or other personnel at trainine centres
(Ibid: A.G. circular letter to D.Os.C. 16 Seo 41). On
20 September further instru~tions were issued"qualifying
the phrase "will cease". (lbid: A.Gs. ciroular letter
to D.Os.C., 20 Sep 41). The Adjutant General's circular
letter read in part as follows:

The intention is that recrUiting shall
cease only for the units referred to but that
applicants presenting themselves for enlistment
after the date mentioned shou1dbe diverted to '
other unitsthen.mobllizing or enlisted as
reinforcements to training centres.
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15. It may be of interest to note briefly
the procedure laid down in connection with the training
of the ne~ly mobilized units. All recruited personnel:
whether coming from the Reserve force units or fro~ an
other souroe,-were required to complete their training
at the Basic and Advanced Trainin~ Centres. The non··
commissioned officers were to take a four-weeks course
at the Junior Leaders School and subsequently another
four-weeks course at an Advanced Training Centre. The
officers were to attend Officers Training Centres and
Advanced Training Centres. Under this plan it was
possible f'or all privates to be trained basically in
the common and speoi~l-to-arms sUbjects when the unit
conoentrated and for all non-commissioned officers to
receive a thorough refresher course in their duties.
The perion during which the other ranks were procee in~

through the Basic and Advanced TraininG Cen.tres was to
be used to qualify unqualified officers and to give
ualified officers ref:::'esher courses. {Ibid: Memoran(,lum

by D.M.T. to D. of M. & R., 13 Nov 41). ----

16. Although the units selected to cornnose the
Brigade Groups had received the approval of the Mi_ister,
alloc.etion of units other than infantr~r, within the
respective Bri~ade Groups, had not yet been approved.
Accordingly, on 29 Aug 41, the Director of Staff Duties
submitted n table of composition to the Chief of the
G-eneral Staff, pointine out that 81though the newl,'
mobilized units would not concentrate with their Brigade
Groups until about 1 December j.t would be desirable from
an administrative point of view to settle the com_Gsition
of the Bri.gades as soon as possible. The tAble 0 ....
composi tion 'lHhich appears beJ.ow received the appro 6.1
of the Chief of the General Staff on 30 Aug 41. O,:lli,:
D.S.D. to C.G.S., 29 Aug 41).

He)adquarters
Artillery

Engineers
Signal

Infantry
lnfan'try

R.C.A.S.C.

R.C.A.lt..C.

Headquarters

Engineers
Signals

Infantry

R.C.A.S.C.

Unit

.Q.. 13th Infantry Brigade
H.Q. 21st Field Regiment, R.C.A.

59th Field Battery R.C.A.
64th Field Battery R.C.P.
39th Fie1 Battery R.C.A,

20th Field Company R.C.E.
nE" Sec. No. 2 Coy 6 Div 8igs )
"J" Sec. No. 3 Coy 6 Div S1gs )
The '.'{innipeg Grenadiers

he Irish Fusiliers (Van. Regt.)
.he Edmonton Fusiliers

Det. Amn Coy, 6 Div R.C.A.S.C.
Det. Petrol Coy, 6 Div H.C.A.S.C.
Det. Supp:'y CoIn, 6 Dj,v n.C.A.S.C.
17th Field Ambulance, R.C.A.M .. C.
No. 78 Light Aid Detachment (Type A)
No. 83 Light Aid Detachrrent ('f pe B)

141,h BRIGADE GROUP

H.~; 14th Infantry Briea e
H.Q.. 19th Field Regirent R.C.A.

55th Field Battery R.C.A.
63rd Field Battery R.C.A.
99th Field Battery R.C.A.

5th Field Co~pany R.C.E.
"F" Sec. Ho, 2 Coy 6 Div Sies )
"K" Sec. no~ 3 Coy 6 Div Sigs }
The Kent Reg:ment
The Algonquin Regiment
The Midland Regiment (Northumberland

~nd Durham)
Det. Amn COy, 6 Div R.C.A.S.C.
Det. ~etrol Coy, 6 Div R.C.A.S.C.

10 Bre. don
12 Yo ktOll
13 Lethbridge
10 M. D. N.J, 10

6.11

10 1iinnipeg
11 Vanou -Tar
13 Ed~lonton

2 Hamilton
13 Ca~l_garY'

7 Saint ,John
l3 Ponoka Alta.
10 M.D" 10

1 lom.on
1 Guelph
1 "!i11eham
3 Ki [~ston

all
1 Chatha;11
2 Nor"h Bay
3 Co'oourg

2 Ham"lton
13 Calgary
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•Unit

Det,. SUpply CoIn, 6 Div R.C.A.S••
6th Field Ambulance, R.C.A.M.C.
No. 79 ISght A:id Detach71".ent (Type A)
No. En Light Aid Detachment (r.Py:n B)

15th BRIGADE GROUl)

l~.~. Station
7 Saint John
4 Montreal

10 M.D. 10

Head(luerters
Artiller

En.gineer-s
Sign:l1s

Int'ax t.r:y-

R.C.A.S.C.

R.C.A.ti.C.

Ordnanoe

H.Q. 15th Infantry Brigade
H. Q.. 20th Field ftegiment R.C. A.

58th Field Battery, R.C.A.
72na Field Battery, ~.C.A.

79th Fiel Batte17, R.C.A.
15th Field COI:lpany, R.C.l!;.
UG" Sec. No. 2 Coy 6 Div Sigs )
"L" Sec. No. 3 Coy 6 Div 3igs )
Les Voltigeurs de Quebec
The Halifax Rifles
Ie Regiment de Hull
Dat. Amn Coy, 6 Div R.C.A.S.C.
Det. Pet~ol Coy, 6 Div R.C.A.S.C.
Det. Supply CoIn, 6 Div R.C.A S.c.
20th Field Ambulance, R.C.A.U.C.

(with one Coy from 19" Fa. Amb)
No. 80 L:i.ght Aid Detaohmen t (TypEl A)
No. 82 Light Aid Detachment (Typ~' B)

5
4
4
.5

all

l
3
2

13
7
4
5

10

Levis
Coaticook
Montreal
Thetford l,ane

Quebec
Halifax
Hull
Hamilton
Calgary
Saint John
Montreal
Q,uebec
M.D. 10

MOBILIZATION OF HEADQ,UARTETIS 6TH CANADIAN DIVISION

17. It was not, hOWeVEJr, until 16 Mar 42, that
the Chief of the Gene ral. Staff O...ieutenant-General K. Stuart)
forwarded a submission to the Minister of National Defence
requesting authority for the mob~.li~atioh of those units
required to complete the Order 0" Battle of the 6th
Canadian Division. He pointed OHt that the 4th Division
at Debart was now being- converted to an armoured division~
and that it was anticipated that it would move overseas in
the late SU'UlI!ler or early 8utWl'.D of that year. It was
therefore advisable that the 6th Division should he
brought up t,o full strenf!th and l}oncentrated l'lt Debert,
v~hen the 4th Armoured Division S110uld vacate that 8rea
(HQS 20- -5) vol. 2: C. G. S." memorandum to the l~inister,
16 Mar 42). This authority was L~ranted (Ibid: Memorandum
by Col. Chesley, D.S.D. to D.U. ('~ R., 19 Mar -42)"" and on
23 March the Adjutant-Gene ral ad' iaed the General Officers
Commanding Atlantic and Pacific C:ommands and the District
Officers C01Th."'i1anding that the uni'.;s necessary to complete
the 6th Divis ion were to be mobi:.ized ana upon the completion
of cadre training wereto be concentrated and brou~ht up to
strength by posting of "R" recru:.ts, "with due regard to thei
territorial affiliations" (Ibid: A.G. circular letter
dated 23 Mar 42"). On 28 Apr--a:2'"Ueneral Order 147/1942
authorized the placing on active service of those units
required to complete the 6thCanactian Divis~on. The Order
also authorized the formation of a Headquarters~ 6th Canadian
Division.

18. Headquarters, 6th Canadian Division,began
organization at Connaught Ranges~ Ottawa, on 16 Jun 42. The
concentration period in Ottawa was spent in obtaining
personnel for headquarters staff, arranging for the supply
of mobilization equipment, office equipment, administrative
and training pamphlets, and in discussing various
mobilization problems with the officers of the Department
of National Defence (..~. D. "GIt, H. Q.. 6 Div J June 1942).
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19. On 4 Apr 42 General McNaugnton, General
Orricer Command1ng-in-Chief First Canadian Army, had been
recluested to nominate officers to commands and senior
st ff appointments in the 6tb and 7tb Canadian Divisions
(W~ 20-5-5-2: Tel G.S. 156 Defensor to Canmiltry,
4 Apr 42). On 16 April he sent a telegram to the Chief
of the General Jtaff recommending Brigadier A.E. Potts,
E.V and Brigadier H.N. Ganong tc command the divisions
an Lieutenant-Colonel R.A. Fraser as a Commander Royal
Artillery (Ibid: G.S. 1.304 Car:niltry to Defensor,
st art from McNaughton, 16 Apr 42). In a s bsequent
telegrmi1 the names of Lieutenant-Oolonel L.T. Lowther as
General Staff' Officer I: Major L. P• .P. I-ayen as Assistant
A.d.jutant and Q,uarte.rmaster General, Major J.L. la k as
Genera_ Staff Officer II a.~d Lielitenant-Colonel E. H. Dean

s Commander Royal Army Service Corp were nut fOI"Nard
(Ioi~ A 1075: Canniltry to ef€nsor, 20 Apr 4~). The
tol gram ~oncluded:

•
Selection Corm1ittee gave full cnnside_p.tion
your requests and officers nominated are best
we can spare. All are reco~mended for their
experience and drive and consider all should
make useful contribution to organization
6 and 7 Divs.

20. Final appointments to the Divisional Staff
wer. as follows:

COJ1ld
G.S.Q. I
G.~).O. II
A.A. <:t Q.ij.G.
C.R.A.
C.rt.E.
l\.D.M. S.
A.D.O.we

Major Ceneral A.E. ~otts, E.D.
Lt. Col. L.T. Lowther
Major ;.L. Black
Lt. Co1. L.i'.? .f'ayan
Brigadjer R.A. Fraser
Lt. Col. P.L. Debney
Lt. CoJ. H.M. Cameron
Lt. Co~. G•• Gale

21. As noted above, tl e 6th Division was to
include three Infantry Brigade G10'PS (para 9). The
fIrst o· these Brigades, the 13tl Brigade, had been
aathori7.ed to mobilize as early fS July 1940, u.nder the corn
nand of olonel O.M. Martin, E.D. It had never been
intended at this time to mobilizE the entire Brigade Staf'f
but only such personnel as were J~quired to administer the
units comprising the Brigade, TtBse nits included three
Ontario battalions, The Lincoln end WeIland Regiment, The
Argyll and Sutherland Highlander~ of Canada (Princess
Louise's), and The DUfferin and F~ldimand Rifles of
Canada. Headquarters of the BriEade were set up at
Niagara Camp, and recruiting f r the component attalions
begAn at once. Accordin.: t:1 the War Diary of the 13th
Infantry Brigade, the strength 01 the Brigade on
31 Dec 40 was as follows:

Brigade Headquarters
Lincoln and "lelland Re~t.

Aroyll and Sutherland Highlanders
Du-t'ferin end Hatai-mand Rif~.es

3 Officers
40 'Offi cers
34 Officers
37 Officers

1 O.R.
846 O.Rs.
e94 O.Rs.
819 O.Rs.

22. The 13th Infantry Bri~ade remained at
Niagara unti 1 May, 1941, when the Headquarte,rs and the
three battalions were sent to l:Taraimo, B. C., as part of
the general policy of strengthenjn~ the west coast
defences 'wi th infantry unit s frou all parts of ",allada
(H(~C 5393-5-3: tiThe Employment cf Infantry in the Pacific
Coast Defences ll

, para. 40). T" e composition of the
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Br~gride ~id not ren:aitl lonr-; :unchanged•. In Au~ust.·and
September, The Lincoln and ~'Jel1and Regiment,' The Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders, were sent to Newfounoland and
Jamaioa respecti¥ely to relieve the Royal Rifles of
Canada and The "Jinnipeg Grenadiers which subsequently
proceeaed to Hong Kong. On 24 Sep in Brigadier r.~!. G.
Colquhouh, M.O., took over co~~~and of the Bri~ade from
BriBadier O~~. Martin who proceeded to Nia~ara in order
to assume command of the 14th Infantry Brjgaae. ;Sub
sequently Brigndier D.R. Sargent was appointed to cOl1'lJ11and
'lfi,th €'ffe~t 3 t~n 42l,l.

23. According to the Erigade ~ar Diary, the
14'Gh Infantry Bri@:ade begnn o:;::'ganization on 24 Sep 41
at Chippewa Barracks, Niagara Falls. The Bri~ade

included 'Phe Eidland RegIment and The Alr;onqui n Regirrent.
'rhe South Alberta Ree;iment ot the lOth Infantry Brir-ane
was, fa I' th e tlme be in~, under the command of Head
qunrtern 14t.h Infantry Brigade~ The Bri~ade 'was
ass:tencd the task of protect:1.~g 'V'ari'ous industrial
installations in the Nil3.gara aree. Brigadier ll.artin
assumed command of the troops employe.d on guard duty
in the Niagara area on 20 Nov 41. SUbsequently, on
4 Dec 41, The South Alberta Regirr.ent proceeded to Debert,
while The Kent Reeiment, the 3rd battalion of the Brigade,
arrived in Niagara Falls from Halifax on the same day
(Yi. D., H. (~. 14 Inf. Bde. 4 Dec 41). Brigadier V. Hodson
became Brigade Corr~ander on 21 May 42 and on 27 Aug 42,
Brigadier J.P. Girvan, D.S.O., M.e., V.D~ took over the
Brigade. .

24. With the arrival of Brigadier V.E. Leclerc,
},,·i.M., B. D., at Valcartier Camp on 20 Oct 41, the Head
quarters 15th Infantry Brigade, began its organization
("!. D., H. Q. 15 Inf. Bde., 20 Oct 41). Les 'Volt igeurs
de Quebec W&s the only regiment of the Brigade which
had already been mobili7,ed. On 19 Dec 41, La Reeiment
de HUll, consistin~ of 11 officers and 33 other ranks,
arr.ived at Valcartier (Ibid: 19 Dec 41). The third
unit of the Brigade, The Halifax Rifles, did not join
the 13rip'ade at Valcartier. The unit remained on coast·
defence duties unt ~.1 February 194.2 when it was converted
into an armoured unit. The War Diary of the Brig,oada
for 28 Feb 42 noted that four units ~reviouA1Y Ailotted
to the 15th Infantry Br1:8de Group were no longer
port or that formation, na~ely tLe 50th and 58th Field
Batteries, The Halifa.x Hii'les, on.d Les Volti~eurs de
~vebec. * On 21 ~ay 42 Bri~adier J.A. Leclaire took
over ca~rnand of the 15th Brir-ode.

HEADq,UARTERS 6TH CANADIAN DIVISION MOVES TO PACIFIC Cm.1MJI.ND

25. Although the original intention appears
to have been to concentrate the 6th Division in Eastern
C'anada and the 7th in Pacific COffiIlland (see paras. 9 and
16) a change in policy occurred in Mayor June and
arrangements were made for the Headquarters, 6th Division
to proceed to the ~acific Coast and the 7th Division to
go the Debert and Sussex. The reason for this change
of plan appears somewhat obscure (HQS 5393-5-3: The
Employment of Infantry in the ·Pacific Coast'Defences
para. 57).

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
* Les Voltigeurs de Quebec' proceeded to Csmp Borden on

27 Feb 42 to be trained as an arrnoured unit.



" - 11 -

26. The movement of the Divisional Headquarters
to the Pacific Coast began early in July. On 2 July the
advance party left Ottawa for British Columbia and four
days later arrived in Victoria. On 10 July the main
body of the Divisional Headquarters entrained at Ottawa,
arriving at Victoria on 15 July. In the allotment of
areas of responsibility for subordinate formations in
facific Command the General Officer Commanding 6th
Division was given the Cor~and of the whole of Vancouver
Island. This disposition placed the 13th and 18th
Brigades then at Nanaimo and Alberni ~ Totino within the
6th Division (HQS 5393-5-3: The Employmen~ of Infantry'
in the Pacific Coast Defences, para. 66). On 1 Sep 42
Headquarters 6th Canadian Division took over operational
command of the 13th Infantry Brigade ~roup, the 18th
Infantry Brigade Group and the Victoria and Esquimalt
Fortresses (t'T.D. ItG" H."i. 6 Div: 1 Sep. 42). '

'/STllliNGTH .AND COMFOSITION 6TH CANADIAN DIVISIO~J UP.'icH' 1943

27. On 2 Jan 43, the weekly strength return
of the Division shm~ed a strength of 582 officers and
10,990 other ranks (W.D., itA 'ct Q" H.Q.. 6 Div Janunry
1943, Appx 5). Of the latter, 4,911 were volunteers and
6,079 Home Defence personnel. The 13th Infantrv Bri~ade
Group showed a strength of 1,2 officers and 2,Si5'other
ranks (1,111 volunteers and 1,704 "H.D.II). The Group
included at this time 21st Field Regiment, R.C.A.,
22nd Field Company, R.C.E., UGIt Section Sie-nals, !1.C.C.S.,
ftJII Section,Signals, H.C.C.S., 13th Defence Flatoon,
3rd Field Ambulance R.C.A.~.C., No. 81 Light Aid Detach
ment, R.C.a.C., and the Irish Fusiliers (Vancouver
riegiment), The Brockville Rifles and The Rocky ~ountain
Raneer. The 18th Infantry Brigade Group, with a strength
of 101 officers and 1,941 other ranks (513 volunteers
and 1,428 "H.D."), included 23rd Anti-Aircraft Battery
R.O.A., 33rd Anti-Aircraft Battery, R.C.A., 37th Anti
Aircraft Section, R.C.A., 25th Field Company, R.C.E.,
No.3 Field Ambulance, R.C.A.M.C., 79 Light Aid Detach
ment, R.C.O.C., 18 Defence and Employment Platoon, No. 10
Aero Defence flatoon, and two infantry battalions -
2nd Battalion 'fhe Canadian Scottish and The Sault Stet
Marie and Sudbury Regiment. Esquimp,lt Fortress, with a
strength of 247 officers and·5,479 other ranks (2,805
volunteers an~ 2,674 "H.D."), included 27th Anti-Aircraft
Regiment R.C.A., 5th (B.C.) Coast Regiment R.C.A.) 11 Area
Signals R.C.C.S., No. 14 Aero Defence Platoon, No. 36
Company, Veterans Guard of Canada, 31st (Alta) Reconnais
sance Regiment, and three infantry battalions - 3rd
Battalion The Regina Rifles, 1st Battalion The Ednonton
Fusiliers and Le Regirrent de HUll. Divisional Headquarters
showed a strength of 82 officers and 755 other ranks
(482 vo lunteers and 273 "R. D. It) (Ibid) . The strenp-:th
and composition as of 27 Mar 43 was-Ib,03/, of which
9,536 were "H.D." personnel ('W.D., A. & Q. 6 Div March
1943: Appx 5).

28. Despite the us~al cpmplaint~ about the
weather and the food, which may be regarded as characteristic
of all armi~s at 'all times, tpe mo~ale of '~he 6th Division
during the winter of 1942...43 appears to hfl re been hi~h, end
Iittle antagonism between the Active Serv:tce pi3rsonnel
and the Home Defence personnel is noted in the morole
reports 8tt~ched to ~\la:r Diary of the 6th Canadian Division
for Februa~r 19~3. .

TRAINING 6TH CMfADIft~: DIVISION 1943

29. Training was carried out during the winter,
and various exercises, such as that held by the 6th Division
under the ruspices of the ~acific Comoand in January 1943 ,
t~,ught many useful lessons (~'l.D., "G", 6 Odn Div,
January 1943: Appx 4). II'+' May 1943 Exercise "Talky" was

..
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conductea by the 18th Infantry Brigade for the p~rpose
of practl.sing the move ,and settine lip of a Briga~e
Headquarters in the field and practising R/T prooedure
between Brigade Headquarters and the Headquarters of
units with a line connection to Divisions. Exeroise
"Chatter" was held b~! Divisional Headquarters to:
practioe the functioning of the Divisional OperAtions
Roon under battle conditions (~: Uay 1943, APpx ).

, I

30. bri 2 Jun 43 Major-General Potts h~ld
a conference of all f6rmetion end unit co~ander~ of the
6th Division at which he ~xpressed his satisfaction "w1th
the general improvemeht of discipline y1ith~n his,cor.::rnal1d"
but stressed the need for "e much greater ~mprovement 1n
this direction". (Ibid: June 1943: Appx 1). ~'lith
respect to training the General Officer COMmanding out~
lined the arrangements which had been made to carry out
Brigade traininp~ during the summer at ''fainwright, Alberta.
Bri~ade Conmanders were therefore directed that the units
under their command should endeavour lito cover up to
colleotive trainin~ by the end of June" with particular
attention to be paid to the trainin~ ot anti-tank personnel.
A school on the 6-pr anti-tank gun was to be held from
21-26 June. Commanding Officers were also directed to
held field exercises with particular attention being paid
"to the set-up and organ ization of battalion headquarters
in tbe field". Over~night schemes and drills were to
be carried out as often as possible (Ibid).

31. On 26 Jun 43 a Divisional Training
Instruotion was issued pointing out that the months of
July and August were to be devoted to intensivecolleotive
battalion training. The objeot of the training was to
determine the status of basic and advanoed trainin~ in
the various units, to familiarize all ranks with taotioal
and administrative problems, to prectise battalions in
co-operation with other arms and to prepare units for
Brigade Group training. Offensive aotion was to be
emphasized throu~hout battalion collective trainine.
Route marches, advance to contact using advanoe guard j

etc., deplo~rment, attaok, consolidAtion based on all~

round defence, ~onping-up and defeatin~ enemy infiltra
tion tactics on a battalion level were to be practised.
The instructions reco~nized that certain fectors would
militate against the divisional training scheme - SUCh,
for instance,asthe "oresent low standard of trainin~
in units", the shortage of non-coT:'1Tlissioned officers,
the shortage of equi "ment and t he dispersal of units
in isolated areas - but emphasized the importance of
initiative and imagination on the part of all officers
and non-commissi~ned officers (Ibid, Appx 4). .

,

R150RGANlZATION OF 6TH CANADIA.~ DIVISION, AUTUMN 1943

32. Durine the month of June the 13th Infantry
Brigade was withdrawn from under command 6th Division for
special training in connection with the proposed operation
in conjunction with the Americans against Kiska. This
necessi tated heavy drafts of trained personnel and. equip
ment from the other units of the Division, and at a
Divisional oonference on 29 Jun 43 General Fotts expressed
his thanks to all Commanding Officers "for their co
operation in supplying the men for these drafts" an~

stated that personnel drawn from the linil s would be
rep~aced. The replacements he pointed out, would be
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mainly "Home Defence" personnel and some personnel
rejected from the 13th Brigade b~cause their trai~ing
was not f~r enou~h advanced (~.D., "G" H.Q. 6 Diy
June 1943 ~ Appx ).

33. In addition to the drafts for the 13th
Brigade there had also been successive withdrawals of
General S~rvice personnel from the operational infantry
units in ~acific Command. Durine the month of Apr.il
a araft at 600 had left the Command, bringing to more
than 2,000 the total of wit~drawals for service over
seas. In ,May instructions were received from the ,Depart
ment of Nritional' Defence at Ottawa that all remaining
General Service personnel were to be released from
infantry units with the exception of a cadre of 80 key
men per battalion (HQ,C 5393-.5-3: liThe Employment of
Infantry in the ~acific Coast Defences, par& 112).

34. During the summer of 1943 plans were
made for a very considerable reduction in the strength
of the Home Army. The withdrawal of the enemy from
the North Paoific ma~e it unnecessary for the General
Staff to retain large numbers of operational troops on
the Pacific Coast, and on 30 Aug 43 the Chief of the
General Staff proposed to the Minister of Nati-onal
Defence that the 7th and 8th Divisions should be disband
ed. The recommendations were approved by the l'lar
Co~~ittee of the Cabinet on 31 Aug 43. (HQS 20-1-5, vol. 3:
Murchie to the Minister of National Defence 13 Jan 44).
It was considered advisable, however, to retain the 6th Divi
sion on a reduced establishment as a "strate&!ic reserve in
Pacific CO!l"JIlsrid for the following purposes (Ibid):

(a) As a trained force for future offensive
commitments in the Pacific theatre of
operati ons.

(b) As a potenti 81 force of reinforcements for
the Canadian Army Overseas.

(c) To meet any unexpected deterioration in the
situatton.

35. 'fhe 6th Division was to be reorganized on the
basis of three tactical Drigade Groups based on the
American model which had been adopted in the case of the
13th Brigade Group at Riska. Each Group was to consist
of four instead of three infantry battalions with ancillary
troops.

36. It was proposed that the Headquarters of the
reorganized Division would be located at Prince George
and on 15 October the Headquarters of the Division closed
at Esquimalt, opening at Prince George on the following day.
The General Staff of the 8th Canadian Division was deta:i.led .
for temporary duty with the reconstituted 6th, pen~ing

. approval of a new slate of offioers (\·V.D., "G" H.Q,.
6 Cdn Div, 16 Oct 43).

37. On 10 Oct 43 Pacific Command Operation
Instruction No. 84 ('See HQ,S 20-1-5, vol. 3: D.M.O. & P.
to D.C.G.S.(A), 13 Oct 43) stated:

The following Infantry Brigade Groups
and units will be training for en operational
role :-
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13.O,dn lnt ade Op
HQ 13 Cdn lnr Dde
13 Def PI
Cdn Fus
~'lpg Gren
R M Rang
n de Hull
"c" Ooy at John Fus
24 Fd Re~t

46 LAA Bty
24 Fd Co
25 Fd Arab
Dets A.S.C., Ord, eto.

14 Cdn Inr ,~de Gn

HQ 14 Od' Iht Bde
14 Def Pl
oxt Rif
P of W RFJlg
J!"'us de st.$r
....I/:t I
"A" Ooy ",t John Fus
25 Fd Rept
48 LAA B;:y
26 Fd CoJ'
1 Fd Amb
Dets A.S.C., Ord,

etc.

~5 Cdn lnt ,Bda Gp
I

HQ 15 Odn Inf Bde
15 Det PI
R R 0
P E rr Highrs
Fus dest L
P A Vol J

liB" CoY' at John F
20 Fd Regt
25 LAA Bty
15 Fd Coy
19 Fd. Arnb
nets A.$~C., Ord,

etc.

HQ, 6 Cdn Div
6 Odn Div SiRS
31 (Alta) Recce Rept
25 Fd Coy
28 Fd Amb

The role of the reconstituted HQ 6 Cdo Div
will be to co-ordinate the training nnd Ad~inistr8

. tion of the three Iof Bde Gps and units listed•••
above. .

These formations and units will be directly
under co~and HQ Pacific Oommand but will deal
direct with H~ 6 Odn Div on matters of training·
and local adm.

38. As a result of this Operation Instruction
the Ohief of the General Staff wrote to the General Ot'f'ioer
Commanding-in-Ohief Paoifio OommE-nd (Major-General G.R.
Pearkes, V.O.) 011 15 Oct 43, as f'ollows:

It would appear tl.8t the necessarily wide
dispersion of the formctioos and units of 6 Div,
and the somewhat isolated location of H~ 6 Div at
Prince George, has necEssitated placing these
formations and units urder direct command of
HQ Pacific Oommand, HQ 6 Div being responsible
for matters of traininf and local administration.

If this is correct, it follows that the prime
function of HQ 6 Div is that of tr8inin~ and the
responsibilities for administration will be com
paratively li~ht. It is therefore considered that
this HQ will not require its full complement of
Administrative Staff and ServlcesAdvisers.

I ~m to request, therefore, that you review
the requirements of HQ 6 Div in order to determine
and apnropriate establishment for this HQ in the
lipht of its reduced responsibilities (H~S 20-1-5,
vol. 3: C.G.S. to G.O.C.-in-O., Pac Comd,
15 Oct 43).

39. The General Off i.e er Cornrnanding- in-Chief
replied on 22 October that the primary function of Head
quarters 6th Oanadi.an Division would be trainin~ and that
lIit will be prActicable to restrict the Establishment to
a considerable degree on the ·A0.miniotrative side" (Ibid:
G.O.C.-in-O., Pac Comd, to Secretary, D.N.D.,22 Oct 43T7
He stated further:

On the executive side the Service function
will be comparatively lieht and the role of
Service heads will, in the main, be limited to
superVision of Service training in the Bde. Gps.
and to the constant furnishing of Service in
formation and technical advice.



.' .

•

•

- 19 "'"

(a) To prevent feeling of let-down in whole
ommand o

(b) To prevent any provincial orj:"icism that def
enoes are being weakened c

(c) To prepare for either further withdrawals for
o -erSeas in Pacifio role. (HQS 20-1-5, vol. 3:
Tel. p.e.c. 7192) Murchie from Letson, 31 Tlar 44

On 1 Apr 44. t;he Chief f t.16 Goneral Staff replied expres. ing
ag-ree:nent tn prinoiple Ni til 'this proposal (.!...l,g.: Go 8 .. 211,
Coc.~no to G'.' oC.-in-C. Pac Comd 1 Apr 44) 0

52> On .3 April General Pea;kes fo:rwarCled are-
commendati6n to the Department of' l\TetionaJ. Do~tell.ce I:mgges,··:tng
the :for'mation o:f the 20'l;;h Inf'ant~:'y Brigade '1;0 cons' at of
The Prince of Wales "RollgerEl from the 14th' Infan'trjf Brigad(") ~

Les ;3'11.8ilie1"8 du 8t. La rent l' :i."OH the 15'th Infantry Brtgade ~
ano, The Kent RHglmen'c from its p;:;esent role o:r Co ,~~t Defe:lOElo
(£~j~~ G.OoCo-in-C. Pao ComQ to Secretary DoN.D., 3 Apr 44).
No immediate actio wa taken to implsmnt t ese reoommen ation.
oc,ving to the fact that the mole question of reinfor ing iih
Cane(U.an Army Overseas was at that tine under aoti 115 oon...
s:i.de:re tion. On 16 Apr 44 ·the Chief of the G naral Staft
informed General Pearkes that} for the prese 'li:/ nit will be
necessary to postpone deoision 0 the question 0 f reorganizing
e.rlother Inf Bds "n 6 Div" (Ibid.: C.GoSo to G.OoC~-ln-C. t Pao
Con:.d J 16 Apr 44). On 20 JU1~tne question of organizing an
Inf'antry Brigade to replace the 13th Infantry Brigade was
again taken up a nd the General Officer Comm~mding-1n-Chie ,
Pacific Co nand was requested to resubmit his recommendations
for the composition of an Infantry Brigade to rep1acethe
l3t·b. Infantry: rigade, setting out in detail the reasons hy
such action was desirable and reoommending the infantry
battalions to be included (11t:18:memorandum by Dil C.G.S o (A),
20 -~rul 44) c

53. These recommendations were forthcoming on 20
J ,lYe In memorandum of tha'c date tihe General Officer
Co nsnding-in-Chief, Paoific COIDland, reoommended that the
nevr -rigade be made up of The Royal Rifles of Canada) The
P i.n e of Vlales Rangers and The Udland Regiment. Officers
to c~mplete the Brigade Staff oould be found from Divisional
r(~f.lOUl'(:es as t he reduction in ~tihe sj.ze of the B igade from
fOll.':' ba'ttalions -bo three would r"ermit the reversion of
DI'i.gade He dquar'cers 'to standa.rd organization (~:
PeH:r.kes to the Secretary, Depart-men'!; of Na1~iona1 Defe noe,
20 Jul 44) 0

5t 'e On 9 Aug 44 the ihiet ot the G-ener 1 Staff'
in:?ormed the Military Members that the 6th Divisi on waul
bEl reorganized "to comprise three Infantry Brigades, eaoh of
th :ae infantry battalions, effecti ve 20 Aug 44.. The plao
of the 13th Infantry Brigade, waE) to be taken by a re
constitute 16th Infantry Brigade, made .uP of The Royal Rifles
of Canada 1 transferred from the 15th Intantry Brigade, Th.e
Prince of Wales Rangers from the 14th Intantry Brigade, and The
Midland Regiment from Coast Defence duty in the Paoific Command
(H(~ 20-1-5, vol. 3: C.G.S. to A.G., Q.M.Go J MoG.Oo, 9 Aug 44;
5e· also A.G. to G.O.C.-in-C., Pac Comd, 11 Aug 44)0 He oe,
on 1 Sap 44, General Order 40,/1944 authorized the tormation
of lieadqua~ tars, 16th Infantry Brigade and No. 16 Ground
Do:' encs Platoon CoI.C. The undormentioned units, formerly
allocated to the 13th Infantry Brigade, were allocated t
the 16th I fantry Brigade Group in the 6th Division:
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46th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery, RCA
Light Anti-Aircrl1ft 'rroops, 20 tl.lI. (Mobile) (TWA)
24th Field Reeiment, RCA
24th Field Company, neE
25th Field i\mbulance, HCM1C
No. 13 Beach Defence, RCOC
96th Light Aid Detachment {A) RC~~~
103rd LiBht Aid Detachment (A) RCEME
1 J 31:·!'. Light Aid Detachment (A) HCEMl~

No. 19 Field Cash Office HeAPC (Ibin: CGS ~o AG,
~~G, MGO, 19 Sep 44)~

THE DISBANDMilln OF THE 6TH CANADIAN DIVISION

554 The reoonstltuted 6th Division did not,
however, remain long in existence. On 8 Nov 44 the General
Officer Commanding-in-Chief, ~acific Command; was informed
that the.Department of National Defence was examining the
possibility of disbanding the 6th Canadian D~,ision, re
taining the three Brigade Groups, plus the Roconnaissanoe)
and the Machine Gun battalions and essential [3l''J"ices
directly under Pacific Command· (IrQ,S 20-1-5, ...,1. 4: Tel.
G.S. 673, Defensor to G.O.C.-in-C. Pac Com~) E No' 44).
A week later, on 16 Nov 44, the Chief of the Cener'al StAff
put the following proposals before the Minister of Natjonal
Defence.

1. ~'lar COJ'11mi t.tee of the Cabinet', 31 J,ur; 43,
apnroved" •. the retention of thf)~ltl': 1)~vif:i()n:-

(a) As a tra:ned Force for fucu'o o:f'f'ens:LY(~
commitments in the I'ac:ifi'J ?heFtre at
Operations.

(b) As a potential force of )",3': nf'orcamen''-;r; for
the CanadIan Army Oversea.'1.

(c) To meet any unexpected. datE rio:cation in the
situation.

2. In the liBht of the urgen t .11,sed to free fi t men
fQr overseas, I have revj.ewed the orp.cnizfltion and
role of the 6th Division. I feel that the necBRsity
of exercising .every pOf>sible economy in operatioi1el
troops in Canada must take priority over an inclefic··
ite future possibility of employil'g thls fOl.'P1ation
in the Far East and, in consequei1ce, I propo,;6 n
reorgonization of the 6th Divisio: as foJ.lo··\'s;"

(a) To retain one Infantry Bri:"ate Gronp n ['(1
two Infantry Brigades.

{b) To retain the 31 <':U.ta) H['{:,~e .~S,7:t;. I'Ll::
Saint Johr: Fusilie:··s (j:,1G) ,i.ld thei-c lA):~.

(c) To ensure that peI'30nnel rvt8in.:H'1
relnointnr, unit s erG fit fo.:· :rh:':.1.rl
ment in their respctive A:~s end

.,..., J ..... :.'r- ~ ~~ .. : .'

t-::!(,"r; ~ C'~l""

~\€: :t"\~ ::. c(; -; ,

(d) 'ro Cllsbanr rernaininl? units of the Gth. ).i--i.,
sion and to mFlke the perEcnnal of tlieS3 units
av&jlable to the AdjutAnt-tMneral for ~e~ust

erin~ in e.ccordance '''1 th p:,"'(.)fte!l t policy.
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3. The Infantry Brigade Group and the 'l;wo lIifantry
~rigades which I propose toretainwll1 be available:-

(a' As a poten'tial source of reinforcements tor
the Canadian Al1nY Overseas.

(b) To meet any unexpeoted deterioration in the
situation.

;1 (Alta) Recoe Regt
Saint J'ohn Fus (MG)
LAD(A)
LAnCB)

(c)

40 If "the foregoing is approved, there will b 0
retained from the 6th Division the following:-

(a) One nf Bda G~ (b) Two Inf Bdas" {eaoh)
___~ • ...~ ~""",._",.. .-..:oII' ••• .-ww....-.

HQ Inf Bda HQ Int Bde
Def PI Def Pl
Inf Dda Sig Sao Int Bda Sig Seo
3 1m ~s .3 I~ &6
Fd Regt &Sig Sec kao (A)
LAA Bty
Fd Coy
Fd Amb
LAD{A)
LAD(B)
Pro Sec

The ...uni ts to be disbanded will be as listed in
Appendix "A II 0

5. I will consult with General Offioer Comnanding-in
Chief, Pacifi 0 COIllllan<l~ 'tio seoure hi s r eoommendationa:
nominating the Infantry Brigade to be organized as a.
Brigade Group; nominating the uni ts to be retairrdd, and,
as to the neoessity for retention or, alternatively,
the disbandment of the fo~l~Ting units presently serving
6th Division: ...

28 Coy RCASC
45 Coy CDC
6~ 8 and 19 Fd Cash Offioes
10 Provost Coy (lass one Seo)

Follo~dng oonsultation with General Offioer Commandlng~

in~Chief, Paoifio Command, I propose, if you approv ,
then to designate the units to be retained and thos
to be disbanded, and to appropriately notify the
Adjutant-General.so that neoessary exeoutive actio~

may proceed without delay, with formal Privy Council
approval of the disbandment involved to folloYI lataro

6. It is considered that the ultimate date of dis
bandment of units oonoerned should be determined by
the Adjutant-General, having in mind the time involved
in withdrawing, remustering and re-posting per~onnel

of these units.

7. It will be neoesSary to ensure that the units and
detachments engaged in the oold weather exeroises
"Eskimo" and "Polar Bear" are not disturbed by re
mustering or disbandment dUring the oontinuation ot
these exeroiseso Where possible, these units and
detachments will be retained as portions of the oon.
tinuing units.

8. All personnel from ADns and Servioes other than
Infantry, and who are fit for operational emploYDBnt
as Infantry will be remustared to and trained as Inf
antry. Un! ts of the remaining Arms and Servioes will
contain only personnel who are suitable for operational
employment in those Anns and SerVices, and the remaining
personnel made available by this reorganization will be
posted toother units and Home War Establishments as re ...
quired to replace fl. t soldiers or to bring them up tiC
strel1gth~

.4
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9. I ~ecommend the foregoing plan for your approval,
and propose that it be put into effect forthwith.
(~: O.G.S. to Minister, National Defence, 16 Nov 44).

56. These recommendations were concurred in by the
Minister of National Defence and were forwarded to the War
Gonmittee of th~ Cabinet for their approval in November
1944 (Ibid: McNaughton to War Committee, 17 Noy 441.
Their concurrence was given 21 Nov 44 (Ibid: Minute II
by General McNaughton, 21 Nov 44). ----

57. Having ottained approval in principie for the
disbandment of the 6th Division the Ohief of the General Staff
prepared a list of the units to be retained and those to be
disbanded. Among the former were: The 31st (Alberta)
Reconnaissance Regiment, Headquarters Section 3 Oompany and
M Q E J K L & R Sections, Royal Canadian Signals, The Saint
John Fusiliers (Machine Gun), 79th Light Aid Detachment (A)
R.C.E.M.E., Headquarters, 14th Infantry Br;~ade Group, No. 14
Ground Defence Pletoon, 26th Field Company, The Oxford
Rifles, The Winnipeg Light Infantry, L3s Fusiliers oe
Sherbrooke, 78th Light Aid Detachment (A) R.C.E-.M.E., 112th
Light Aid Detachment (A) R.C.E.M.E., Headquarters, 15th
Infantry Brigade Group, No. 15 Grouno Defence Platoon,
~rince Alber~ Volunteers, Prince Edward Island Highlanders,
Fusiliers du St. Laurent, l02nd Light Aid Detachment (A)
R.C.E.M.E., Headquarters 16th Infantry Brigade Group, No. 16
Ground Defence Platoon, Royal Rifles of Canada, The Prince
of 'Vales Rangers, The Midland Regimenti, 193rd Light Aid
Detachment, (A) R. C.E .1.1. E., Headquarters, 24th Field
R~giment including 49th Field Battery, 84th Field Battery,
85th Field Battery, 46th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery. The units
to be disbanded included Headquarters, 6th Canadian Division,
6th Field Security Section, 6th Defence Employmenn Platoon,
Headquarters, Royal Canadian Artillery 6th Division, 22nd
Heavy Anti-Aircraft Battery (Mobile), Headquarters, Royal
Canadian Engineers, 6th Division, 25th Field Company, 6th
Divisional Signals (less Headquarters Section 3 Company and
M ~ E J K L &·R ,Sections), Headquarters, Royal Canadian
Army Service Oorps 6th Division, 29th Company, R.C.A.S.C., ; \
14th Field Drassing Station, R.C.A.M.C., 15th Field Dressing'
Station, R.C.A.M.O., 1st Field Hygiene Section, 80th Light
Aid Detachment. (A) R.C.E.M.E., Headquarters 25th F·ield
Regiment including 114th Field Battery, 115th Field' Battery,
116th Field Battery, 48th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery, 1st
Field Ambulance R.C.A.M.C., Headquarters, 20th Field Regiment,
inclUding 24th Field Battery, 72nd Field Battery, 75th Field
Batter~25th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery, 15th Fiel~ Company,
19th Field Ambulance, l06th Light Aid Detachment (A) R.C.E.M.E.,
24th Field Company, 13th Beach DetaChment, 13th Infantry
Brigade Workshop, 113th Light Aid Detachment (A) R.C.E.M.E.
The detachments frOM the units to be disbanded which were
at that time engaged in Exercises "Eskimo" and "Polar Bear"
were to be permitted to continue such employment until the
conclusion of the Exercises (Ibid: C.G.S. to A.G., Q.M.G.,
and M.G.O., 24 Nov 44). ----

58. With respect to the personnel of the dis-
banded units, all, who by age and Fulhems Profile, were
suitable for infantry, were to be remustered to and trained
as such. The continuine units other than infantry were
to be brought up to strength with persolmel who were suitable
for employment overseas in Arms and Services other than
infantry. The" infantry battalions were to be brought up
to strength with traincq soldiers suitable for overseas as
they became available. The rem~ining personnel who by
reason of age and medical category were not suitable for
operational employment were to replace fit soldiers withdrawn
from other units in Home War Establishments and to be posted
to Home War Establishments below strength (!£1i).



59. On 2 Dec 44 the following entry appeared
in 'the "Gtl War Diary of Headquarters 6th Canadian Division:

As H.Q.. 6 Cdn Div has been relieved of all
executive control on training, and units now come
dire ctly under Pac Comd J the Gem ral Staff Branoh
of this H.Q,. oeases to function as from today.
(W.D., "G" HQ 6 Cdn Div~ 2 Deo 44).

60. 1~is report was drafted by Lieutenant-Colonel
G.F.Go Stanley, Historioal Seotion, Department of National
Defenoe.

25 Sep 46.
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