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admirable efforts of the British,~edi8h and International
ad Oro ,tn Vat can and friendly countri s could not

ch n thin s much. Th dis r BS in the Rheini8h t-
.phallan industrial di trlct 1~ t w 11 produc a real
c t troph in th form of n epid mic Ithougb Public
H .lth and elfare Jr nch had taken precautions by r rving hos­
pitals wit food and medical supplias, hicb could b pu
in 0 eration 0 plet with personn 1 on 24 hours notice.
ortality among adults on account of tuberculosi , pneumonia,

and oth r dis a s, was larg 1y c us d by continued poor
nourishment. Th9 Germ ns calori e intake had b n very low

.in the t 0 I at years of the war, especially during Ir
raids hen they o£t n missed regular food and leep. They
ere shrn't of medioines nd ramedj s spocially sulfollamid,

medicine for the h art and c1 oulat on, insulin and
vit prep rations uch as Cod Liver Oil.

159. tioning had pr v nted st nd bu J but
th distrib tion in c lorias 3 still b low living tandard,

pecially with r g rd to fat qnd ggs. While th G r-
n offIcials re lized th world food situation, many

citizens thought th t w want t hem to die of starvation.

160 isting stores of: manuf cturing wor s had been
lrr.ost complvt ly de.troy d, and since th towns which did

the knitting war 1n the Russian Zone, it as virtu lly
impossible to get r brica. Th Jerm us thought that
ther w nough wool in England for export to G rmany.
It s curiou th t they co~ld not r aliz the world
itu tion on food, clothing and other co oditi Sj they

could not beli va that Canadians wer ration d for food,
0r t~t the lIs n oded coupons for cloth s. hey
exp ot d help in toad of the misery the r had brought.*·
~ven in th Ruhr here bomb damage was probably the worst
German welfaro organlzatiolls r port d th t their son me
fo~ rna s evacuation to the rural distrlct had be n re­
tus d by th uri> n opul tion of the dostroy d towns.
Consequently th xp 11 e from Poland wer s nt to the
mall towns nd village •

EXPELLE S FRO PO D

161. British ilitary Gov rnm nt had r d with
Polan th t the German expellees could bring with th
25 kilograms of their belonging - clothing, cooking
uten ils, etc - but re orts to our branch every day

t t d that they re arrivin ithout ven bagga •
Th r present tiv of Eva~elical 11£ rk r port d th t

ny h d lost all th ir posse.sion 8 en having their
luggage loot d on th tr in. his matt r was report d
by our branch to Majo -General G. ••• empl r ( ir ctor ot
Military Governm nt and Control Commission Germany).
It wa foun that the Pol soft n had not allo ed the

pellee to bring their cookin uten lIs, b dding, etc,
nd finally gu rd wer put on train. to proteot the

G rmana trom being looted. It i fared that individual
Poles did not r sp t the Goverr~enta' agre ment no' to
mole t the rues.

~ There was no ciyil disorder during the winter Gf 1946 in
Westphalia but Mil Gov had prepared precautionary instructions
whie appear as Appx liN"
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PRO BLEMS OF CLOTHING

162. In the summer ot 1945, 1st Corps ordered a
olothing levy amongst the German population in the Provinoe
ot lestphalia.an the British ZoDi. This was supervised
by the German Provinoial eltare. Teams ere organized to
make a house to ho oolleotion and also a olothing
oentre et up in e oh ard here the people could bring
their old olothes. From these oolleoting points the
g rments ere. taken by' lorries to oentral depot ere
they were sorted. in ditferent oategories. The levy wes
made tor the Displao d Persons spending the winter in
Gel"DUlIlY', the Expellees from Poland, evaouee end the
looal indigent. A quota set by Military GoTernme.t was
never re ohed. ost of the Di pI oed Persons· who had
been in Germany for years were in rags so e had to dress
t em rmly for the oom! inter even t the expen e of
the Germans. Only five per oent of the olothing levy was
allooated to the GerDEn popUlation, and. the situation was
further oomplioated by the arrival of the 1,500,000
German Expellees from Poland. Ifare Branoh Headquarters
at Bunde reported the t stores of olothing trom the levy
had all been allocated, and that there was no oentral
bank on ioh provinoes could draw. Provinoes could only
use their 0 n ssets and suoh olothi s they oould
persuade outside souroes to send them. any times at
welfare meetings German organizations protested indireotly
against the olothing levy. v ens;; r al 1's was that
they brought the Displaoed Persons here to work for
them and they must oare for the. The German Clergy
often r plied that the Nazis bad brought them to Germany
more for politioal motives than labour, most of them never
worked during their stay and the German oitizens h d h d
to take oare of them.

163. As the stores of the ehrmaoht ha b n im-
pounded by the Allie d Contro 1 Conm.is ion nothing could
be released until inventory a oomplete. At the begin­
ning of the releas of the ehrmaoht it was impossible to
dress the Ps.O, ., but later eaoh releasee was given a
double outfit, The orst shortage of olothes as in the
Ruhr Distriot where Displaced Persons, Russians a d
Poles had oompletely looted the distriot betore our rrivel.
During ·the orossing of the Rhine by the Allied orC\es
the popul tion of the Ruhr District had been evaouated
to small vill ge nd towns in th East nd South. As
ra materi Is for oloth n d been d stroyed by air
raids and rail ay communications e e badly dama ed, it
as i po ible, for the present, to manuf oture goods

eTen in the faotor'ies w icb ere intaot. There ere
fe big textile faotories in the town of uppertal and

fe in the small town of the unster rea. All the
main textile faotories were looated in the Russian
Zone.

164. Late in the fall ot 1945, the textile taotories
r -opened their doors under t e upervision of ilitary
Government an be n to produoe. In February 1946,
Milit ary Government be an the re lease of olothing thro h
the Landes irthsohaftsamt a f arendorf for the ovinoe
ot estphalla. Requests tor the release offabrios re
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made at the looal iIitary Governm nt of t e town or
oountry 1n hioh the plicant lived. Many s 11 Ger­
man f ctories h d been CBU ht making ladi silk drea es,
unde e r and slips for the ~lack rket and some items
ha been tr ced to 1 ies' ear tores in Brussel s.

16;. Our branoh had asked Americ to find 11 the
needles and thread they could lay their h nds on and
forward them to our Headquarters for the re as an aoute
shortage of m terial for ndlng olothi • The British
Red Cross offered to help in eouring sewing materiala
from England. Atter the distribution the German welf re
organizations thanked us but said it was not enough to
handle the situation. ~eltare org niz tions requested
Military Government th t all produotion be e rmarked for
refugees, ex llees, young ohildren and household rs
who took refugees. There was a big d and tor Shoes
for t~e rele ed soldiers from the ehrmacht. Growing
childr n, ohil ren's homes and orphan gea were in the
greatest need. There as no proper range of ize and
laok of leather for repairs kept the shoe-makers and
oobbler idle. In the city of derborn. Caritas Ver­
band established an exoh nge store for barter of olothing
and footwe r. If you wanted a p ir of shoes you brought
a hat in exohan e. This store did on~ers in the town
but not enough to reI av the situation. Many lling
social workers ere without hoes and in a fe 0 ses e
h d shoes released to them so they oould help. Requests
by the welfare org nizations for the relee e of the

hrmaoht store were refused beoaus th soldiers ere
JUdged to have a priority there.

ASSISTANCE FRO! O'lHER COUNTRI'"'S

166. The first stores from abroad oame f'rom Sweden,
Switzerland an Ireland. The Swedish items were ear­
ma~ked speoifio 111' for the relief of' Berlin but the
Swiss and Irish gifts were handed over to Burokhardt
and Lt-Col Agnew of International and British Red Cross
respeotiv 11, for the Ruhr, Hamburg, etc. The first
boat from Amerioa. did not arrive till May 1946. The
Portug se Red Cross arrang d to ship supplies to Germny
and the Ioel ndio Red Cross as sending large quantiti s
of ood liver oil through the Swedish Red era e. The
Friend Relief' Servioe in Amerio a were burin nd send ing
large amounts of medioines and meat in soup form to
Germany, 180 via Sweden.

167. In view of' the iverse souroes of' supply and
possible large quantities involved, a oentral ottice was
needed to hioh requisitions for assistanoe oould be
sent and trom which allooations could be made aooording
to available supply. Such an organization was the
mor neoessary beo8Use only distriots th t ere well
known abroad re reoeiving gift while there were
b dly damaged distrio ts not so ell known and reoeiving
nothing. oreover, rural areas by n w re also tting
oro ded with refugees. e notified the eltare or anizations
that all ouroes of supply should be r ported to illt ry
Government and that no mor ift ould be aoo pted for
speoifio places but distributed on the basis of need and ne d
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only. A centr 1 organiz tion as forme~ to ~eal ith
all inoo in gitts. This bo~y uld try to s nd gifts

. to the seleoted areas but uld make sur that there
was no duplioation. All interest d organizations re
to inform potential souroe of a si t Dce th t th ifts
u t b oonsi ned to the Briti h R d Oro s, He dqu rters

5, Vlotho or Public Health and 1elfare Branoh, Bun e,
Provinoe of estphalia, British ZOne, Germany with a
notioe of despatoh to the ddres es and 8 oopy to the
seoretaryof the distribution oommittee, so that arrange­
ments could be made with th port authoritie. Evan elisohe
Hilfs erke as put in oh rge of all the inoo in stores
for all elfare or nizatlon. At first there see s to
have b en a little .suspioion on the part of oth r or an~za­

tions but it was olearly explained by ilit ry Government
that the inoomin stores, food, olothes, etc ere for
everyone who was in need no matter What his religion,
oreed, raoe or'colour. Eventually they ere satisfied
with this arrangem nt and co-operated fully.

SOME NOTES 0 THE SITUATION

168. At the beginni of Karch 1946 the situ tion
had imp ved some hat, thanks to the ork of the Red
Cross teams and the German eltare organiz tions in
colIaborat ion with ilit ary Government. uch. to the
surprise of the Germans, there had been no epidemics
of any serious nature during the winter. at we feared
most was influenza, becaus it would have affect d so
large a proportion of the popul tion but precautions had
been taken to meet it. Publio H 1th and lfare had re­
quisitioned hospitals in every district hioh in oa e of
emergency could have be n in opar tion on a few hour
alert and serums, vaccin s, drugs, etc, had been re-

. quisition d or imported from En land to provide a ainst
any eventuality.

169. Different branohes of Military Government had
alre dy begun to manufacture c10thi ,stoves, oooking
apparatus, eto - even Vol apan had re-opened the r
works and W 1"8 manufaotur i 0 rs for ilitary Government.
Sl 11' but stn"ely things were ooming baok to normal. Only
those, Who had seen the dreadful oondition of the Ruhr
distriot upon our arriVal, could tell you the value of
the work done by litary Government and Control Co ission
for Gernany. ost of the public utilities had been r~stored

to normal in the Ruhr distriot, and street-oars ere running
normally although the oopper re for stre t oar trolley
had been removed by the Nazi Government to make fuse oaps
for bombs and new wires had to be installed by IUlitary
Government. -

170. In the farming districts tood as in suftioient
quantity to teed the 100 1 p ople, but not enough to
send to the big oentres. People living in oities and
towns looated in rural districts, suoh as Minden, Bieletel ,
PaderOOrn, netmold and Munster did not have great diffioulty
in obtaining tood trom the tarmers in the .surrounding
4i triot, but those in th Ruhr areas ho were miles away
from any farmer, had to rely entirely on rations and
welt.are souroe •

171. British, Swedish and Don Suisse Red Cross teams
had brought olothes to be distributed amongst the Ruhr
population and a oertain amount was reserved tor the
Expellees from Poland. Thes people arrived in our Zone
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180. En France, la population civile ainsi que·
les autorites franQaises semblaient ignorer les sacrifices que
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183. Il est Inoonvevable de oonstater dan un
paIs oomme le natre, que le8 dltt'rents partls poll'lque8
semblent s'lng~rer 4 divl er le paIS pour r'gner; oeol nOU8
oondulra tot ou tard A des oon 'queno t rrlble8 et -
taoheuses. La oolleotivlsm devralt prlmer l'lndlT1duallsme.
Devant ltlnstabilit' de la polltlque internationale r6 ente,
le Canada deTrait atre prat taire t oe tout 6ventualit6.
Les lutte Intestines tell que les ves et la lutt d a
01asse8, eto, avalent att Ibll le8 Pu188ano 8 de l'OUeat
du oontin nt europ6en. L'All gne en protita pour 8em r 18
d1800rde et 8e rentorolr leur d6pena. La propagande
allemande, qul 'talt d.a mleux OrganlS6eiaavalt or'6 un sprlt
de d6taltl me qul exl talt au moment de d'olaratlon d
la gqerre de 1939-45, et qul ald tort 1 la reddltion et A
1& ohute de oes paTS. L'lll magne avait que pour r6gn r,
11 tallalt dlvlser t 0'e8t oe qU'elle tit en Irance, en
Belglque etenHollande. Il n taut pa oubller que noua n'
aurona pas toujours quatr an pour nous pr6parer et pour
r poua r l' nn ml ohez lul. 81 nous ne ao e. pa pr s
1 • oon , u noes et le suites seront terrlbl t d6.. tr uses
pour le p uples et le s paIS. Dans un paTS e 1 notre
o~ le llmat varle oonsld6rabl nt, naus devon A tr
pr~par6a talr taoe toute ventuallt6.

184. Les qu lques ob enations que J me aul.
permis de taire, ne sont pa dans 10 but d orltlquer 1.
blen de oonatruire t de parer aux alheur qui pourrai nt
nous arriver 8i nous n"tion pas prats. I.e C nada, 6tant
devenu une pul sance 1nt rnat10nale, doit gard r et am61iorer
8a posltion au prlx de n'1mporte quel aacrit10 •

•
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