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Delete paras 2, 3 and 4 and insert: 

From information previously unavailable it has been 
confirmed that 1 Pz Gren Regt (15 Pz Gren Div) participated 
in the defence of Assoro and Leonforte. 

On 11 Kay 43 o.B.South had created the 1'Kommando 
Sizilien", composed of ••Grenadier Regimente Sizilien" Nos. 1, 
2 and 3. 

On 29 Jun 43 the designation of this force wns 
changed to 15 Pz Gren Dlv: 

Gren Regt Sizilien l became 104 Pz Gren Regt 
Gron Rogt Sizilien 2 became l].5 Pz Gren Regt 
Gron Regt Sizilien 3 became 129 Pz Gron Rogt ( 1) ( 2). 

JJ'tor tho change had taken · place, the old designations wore usod 
occasionally. This must bo borne in mind in order to precludo 
orroneous · conclusions regarding the number of German formations 
committod. 

(G.M.D.S. - H l/123b, OKH, Schematic Card Filo of Divisional 
Units) 

(1) Not 112 Pz Gron Regt 

(2) Lntor absorbed by 115 Pz Gren Regt 
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REPORT NO. 14 

HIST ORI CAL SE CTI ON { G. :-• . ) 

ARMY HEADQUARTERS 

1:Pt.e Sicilian CampaigE ( July - August 1943) 
Information from Gennan Sources 

INTRODUCTION 

l. A series of Reports of Historical Section, 
Canadian Military Headquarters (Nos 126,127,132, 
135 and 136), has recorded in detail the events of the 
Sicilian campaign of July and August 1943 as reflected 
in Allied documents. The present report is based upon 
German documents no~ in Allied hands. Its purpose 
is to afford the reader a general picture of the 
German operations in Sicily, and a more particular 
account of the part of the operations which most 
closely concerned the 1st Canadian Division. 

SG URCES CF INFORI'{ATI ON 

2. The documents on which this report is based 
are in the hands of the German Military Documents 
Section, Washington, D.C. The originals of many of 
tt.e :nost ir1portant d.ocUI1ents 1·rer~ lent to Hist Sec 
(G.S.) by G.M.D.S. for use in Ottawa. Those of primary 
significance riave been photostated and 1.rill be permanently 
available in tliis f orn. at Army Eeadquarte:-·s. 

3. The German docUTients available at G.M.D.S. 
in connection vith the Sicilian campaign are unfor­
tml3tely rather fra!ynentary. The later phases of the 
Italian campaign are richly doc~1ented by the var 
diaries of the formations ooncern~d, but the Sicilian 
material consists mainly of the daily reports of Field 
riarshal Kesselring to the German General Staff, of 
sone captured documents, and of reports that v:ere passed 
alon6 to German formations on the mai:i.lana. for purposes· 
of inforr1ation. The actual ,var diaries of the Gennan 
fornations engaged in the fightinf__; in Sicily have not 
been found; it is possible that these diari 0 s, or 
some of ther.1, have been destroyed .. 

4. Source references appear at the end of 
paragraphs. An exception is made in the case of quota­
tions from the daily reports of the German C.-in-C, South 
to the German General Staff, Army. To prevent cum­
bersome repetition, this source is referred to as 
O. B.8 ., followed by th2 date of the respective report. 

5. The lett2r ~' follovrin_'.:) a reference, denotes 
that the docur1ent referred to is being permanently 
retained by Hist Sec (G.S.) for purposes of substantiation 
and possible later use. (See para 54). The daily 
reports of O.B.S. are being permanently retained on 
Microfilm D.H.S. Microfilm No 1. 
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6. Quoted matter is underlined in conformity 
with th~ original text. 

7. Attention is drawn to the fact that the 
German "Rr;gimonttt represents the brigade or brigade 
group of British ciilitary ter3inology . 

GERM.AN APPR?~ CIATI ONS OF ALLIED PLANS A:-ID INTBNTI ONS 

8 . Although nominally under the command of 
the Italian Commando Supremo, Field Marshal Y:es.selring 
was the comr11andsr actually responsible for the conduct 
of Germ.an operations in Italy and the Festern and 
Central Mediterranean . He had been appointed 
Oberbofehlshabe~ Sued (0.B.S., C.-in-C. South) by 
Hit 1 er on 2 De c 41 , in "Dir c ct iv e No . 3 8 tt • ( 7- • r.~ . D . S . -
W 1/1) 

9. The chain of comm.and in Italy on the eve of 
the Sicilian campaign had been sGt forth in detail by 
Marshal Kesselrin0 in an order of l Jun 43 (·J..E.D.S. -
43005/2, Z). 

10. Early in 1943, a victorious conclusion of the 
Allied campaign in north Africa had become a virtual 
certainty. Th () German command was no~v farced to base 
imrortant decisions upon the probable use the Allies 
,·rould make of tho nevrly gained i:1i tiati ve. 

11. An appreciation: "Future Anglo-Saxon 
Operative Possibilities" v,ras submitted by the section 
"For ,-: ign Arnies, \re st", of the G(~rrnan Armed Forces 
Hi5h Comm.and, on 8 Feb 43. To srio,v the situation as 
seon by German eyes, so.ne pertinent paragraphs from 
this docu.r:1ent are quoted bslo••r in translation: 

In view of the inaccessibility of the 
Anglo-Saxons to espionage, and their 
steadily increasing use of canouflase and 
decertion,we will not be able to discern 
the intentions of the ei:emy solely by 
tha means of espionage and the analysis of 
press ana propaganda ... 

The enemy will diroct his operations against 
places where he belisvEs that inferior 
defences will permit a quick realization 
of iraportant ai~s. Short sea routes will 
also appear desira~le ..• 

The conf'e1 Ence of Adana has sho1 •1rn that the 
enemy desires more than anything else an 
advance throu 0 h Turke:-. But Turkoy - at 
least for tho time being - seems to have 
denied herself to such plans .•. 

~ ~i th out precedi~1g successes against the 
Geroan - Italian Air Forc~s in Gre0ce, a 
land.ins operation there must hardly be 
expected ..• 
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But the idea of knocking Italy out of 
the war after the conclusion of the 
African campaign, by ·means of air attacks 
and a landing operation, looms large in 
Anglo-Saxon deliberations .•. 

Sicily offers itself as the first target. 
Its possession would not only offer the 
enemy a jumping-board for air - and land 
attacks against Italy but would also make 
it possible to rusune ship:oing through the 
nsditorrsnean and so to accelerate supply 
shipments to th2 Near East. Such a landing 
would not be practicable without allowing 
a certain time for preparations and a 
tangible weakening of the German - Italian 
Air Force in Italy .•. 

( G. M. D.S. - OKH/ OKVJ, H 2 2/14 7; Z) 

12. Although many signs pointed towards an in-
vasion of Sicily, the island was defsnded before the 
landings only by the notoriously indifferent 6th Italian 
Army, bolstered by a harder core of t 1,,,o German di visions. 
During the subsequent operations large portions of two 
other German divisions were sent to Sicily. There were 
also many miscellanGous German units. 

13. Without losing sight of other factors that 
must have been consid.er ,sd, ther1_., is ar11ple evidence that 
a clever piece of Allied deception had succeedef in in­
fluencing the dispositions made by th(:3 German High 
Command. Gn 9 r:ay 43, the ssction ":lTorcign Armies, ;tJest ", 
of thG German Arm0d Forces High Covu.1and, had issued 
a report Gnti tled: "r,'tomorandum concerning Documents 
found on a British Courier". From all thG evidence 
pointing to the fact that the Germans expected the 
next blow to fall upon Sardinia and the Peloponnesus, 
the paragraphs appearing belom in translation have been 
chosen as ths shortost and nost definite substantiation 
available. 

I) Contents 

A letter written on 23 Apr 43, by the 
Chief of the Jritish Gen2ral Staff to 
General Alexgnde~ was found on a British 
courier in Spain. and contains the f ollov-r­
ing data: 

Anglo-Saxon High Cormnand plans two 
landing operations in the i:edi terranean. 

1) Against Gree_Q_§_ (Cover name: Husky) 

5th and 56th British Infantry Div­
isions tentatively earF1arked. Land­
ings to •cat Cape Araxas and at 
Calamata. Diversion against the 
Dodecanese proposed. 
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Apparently in Hestern Mediterranean, 
target not specified. (Cover 
name: Bri~stone) 

No details concerning formations 
to be used. Only mentions feint 
attack against Sicily . 

II) Analysis 

c) ... Sicily as the launchin~ point of 
a diversionary attack directs atten­
tion on Sardinia and Corsica which 
already repeatedly have been pointed 
out by this section as probable theatres 
of landings. - It is quite conceiv­
able that Sardinia with its weaker 
defences will be given preference by 
the ener1y in order to gain new bases 
for action agsinst Italy and Sicily. 

d) The plannin6 of a large scale landing 
in the I·~ed i terr3ne-:11.1 zone - long con­
sidered as firm - 11.as been further 
confir·med by this discover~r. 

III) Evaluation 

Owing to the brevity of the document it 
can not yet be t olo whether the in­
formation is -'3:Gnuine or an attempt at 
deception. In consideration of the 
surrounding circu~stances 9nd the sit­
uation in the I•,~ed i terranean the genuine­
ness of the co:rrw1unication is deemed 
possible. Further to the confirmation of 
conceptions held already concerning the 
plans of the enemy in the }/Tedi terranean the 
rGport adds nc3';,r points of view •with its 
r eferences on •plans for landings on the 
Eastern co3st of thG Feloponnesus and a 
f s int a _:;a inst Si c i ly . The report d ire ct s 
special attention on Sardinia and the 
sout~vostern Greek ports and underlines 
the i~portanca of increased preparedness 
in thes8 ssctors. 

(G.t,·;:D.S. - OKH/OIJ'l, H 22/147; Z) 

Ii.. 
TLis report vas fallowed on ~ May ~-3, by a telegram of 
instructions from tho Operations Section of the same 
hi~h authority to C.-in-C. South, concluding with the 
foll o-vving order: "TEE r.IZ.ASURES TO B.2; TAKEN IN SARDIITIA 
AND TEE PELOPONIJES US EAVE FRI GRITY OVER A.NY CTEERS" . 
(G. M.D .S. - OKH/Oei, E 22/147; Z) 1 t C (ol.) 

/J.u.,., ~ -~ /JPN! I ''+' --o 
l 

THE SITUATION ON TI-r~~ EVE CF' THS INVASION 

14. It is rarely possible to complete strategic 
proparations vri th out thP onemy b8coming aware of it. In 
June 194 3 the Germans kne ·r very well that large-scale 
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landing operations were being prepared, but the des­
tination of the convoys steaming into the Mediterranean 
through tho Straits of Gibraltar remained apparently 
a vell-kept secret until late in the afternoon of 
9 Jul, v~en German scout planes reported large Allied 
formations in the sea-lanos lesding from Malta towards 
Sicily • 

1,5. Tho situation, as seen by the enemy, is 
illustrated by thG follov1ing quotations from O.B.S.: 

1 Jul The arrival of five hospital ships 
at Gibraltar must be interpreted 
as a further step in the preparation 
of coming operations ... 

2 Jul A sixth hospital ship has arrived at 
Gibraltar ... 

3 Jul Heavy concentrations of troop ships 
(25) with numerous boats on board, 
at Port Said. Also 10 LCT ... 

4 Jul On 3 Jul the tV1ro battleships of the 
King CT2orge Class enter0d Gibraltar 
from the Mediterranean. In the 
afternoon tho NELSON and RODNEY lsft 
Gibraltar for the Mediterranean and 
joined thG aircraft carrier on her 
east - rly course. A convoy of 2P units 
from the Atlantic passed Gibraltar 
on 4 Jul .•. 

During ths night 3/4 Jul a large 
convoy of 104 units pass ~d the Straits 
from the Atlantic ... 

The large convoys of the last f ew 
days indicat0 a considerable in­
creas e in troops and material .•• 

Loav es for troops in Northern Africa 
have b t) 811 limit'3c! to the confines 
of tho garrison ... 

.5 Jul Tho sometimGs heavy attacks w~ainst 
some air fields in Sicily were 
continued .•. 

6 Jul Th e attacks on landing fields in Sicily 
h3VG been repeated ... 

I\(any convoys in 1~restern 1fodi terranean ... 

7 Jul Landing craft of all types in port of 
Sfax now par.mj_t the transfer of one 
British Landing Division. From the 
Tunisian area, including L:al ta and 
Fantelleria,five Brit or sev~n U.S. 
divs can now be dispatched ... 

8 Jul The attacks on Sicilian airfields vvere 
continued on 7 Jul vri th li -:;ht, heavy 
and heaviest aircraft. So~s airfields 
situated near ports or possible land­
ing sitos h 1ve not been attacked. 
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Undor certain circumstances land­
ings fro~ the air on thesG places 
may be planned. (sic) ... 

Threo Hospital ships cleared 
Gibraltar for the Mediterranean and 
one more h ?. s ""reached Gibraltar from 
the Atlantic. This is a further 
indication of an early beginning of 
en~.3my oper3t i ons ... 

In view of thG shipping targets des­
covered in the ne ighbourhood of 
Malta,the German Air Force has in­
crGased reconnaissance activity south 
of Snrdinia and Sicily ..• 

On 9 Jul Gt 1630. :hrs a,fifJir·recce·--discover 
several convoys ste r. ring a genGral 
course towards Sicily ... 

1:ovemcmt of enemy landing craft 
towards Sicily has beenreco3nized 
and leads to the belief that the 
enGmy has started his offensive and 
will move first of all against the 
southGrn and eastern coasts of 
SicilJ .•. 

On 9 Jul at 1810 hrs, 110 nautical m~ 
east of Malta, a group of two battle­
ships and one aircraft carrier, nortr 
of Malt1 fiv r: convoys totalling 1.50 
- 180 units, apparantly ac c ompani ~d t ✓ 
battleships and aircraft carri Gr ... 

By 1840 hrs all troops in Sicily had 
been alerted ... 

At 011.5 hrs, 10 Jul, Catania bo 10'::lrd cd 
from th 1-; S tH·3 b y h eJ vy naval guns. 

16. At tho time when the Allied convoys sailing 
tovmrd s Sicily vrer,J d.iscov ,~ r ed, the Axis Ei 6h Com.riiands 
could not have held ny illusions concerning the value of 
the def onces of the island. Originally it has been in­
t Gnded th3t tho 6th Italian Armv should be responsible 
for the de f ence of Sicily. But its morale was - low, 
training had been baphaz3rd and thG delivery of supplic~ 
and amr.iunition W'J.S lagging bs hind. Already in Barch 
1943 the Itali3n gen~ral Rotta, had submitted a detailP . 
and d e cidedl7 p~ssimistic repbrt. (G.~oD.S. - Ital, 
717/4412) 

* E3rly morning reports of O.B.S. usu3lly r2flect the 
situation of the previ·ous cay. The report dealing 
with the movements of eonvoys on 9 Jul, was 
dispatched on 10 Jul at 03.50 hrs. 
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17. During the last week of Juna, a group of 
Italian st3ff officers had inspected tho Italian units 
on Sicily. Thay found the situation unimproved and 
r s port 0d that the main burden of the defence would 
hqve to fall upon the shoulders of the German arr.1oured 
f o rma t ions . ( G • n . D . s . - It :1 l , 717/44 2 O ) • 

18. Little heGd had been paid to the recom­
nendations of General Rotta; his main request, for 
2000 aircr3ft - to insure the efficient defence of the 
isl::md 3.:.~ainst thG vast resourcGs of the AlliGd powers -
h3d rG~ain~d unanswered. ~v en aft : r the world had 
ivitn:ssLd th 0 sp ect9cl - of a gigantic convoy reaching 
its t -3 rgs t '.,1ithout int .. ~rfaronce from the air; even 
3ft8r the sreat strength of th - invading forces had be­
com,., qui tv obvious, the Fu::hrcr re :Qained 1.damant. From 
his discourses, evasions snd exhortations at the meet­
ing with tha Duce, at Belluno, on 17 Jul 43, there could 
only be gaths red on3 dofinito fact, name l7 that no 
material air support would bt~: forthcoming for the battle 
of Sicily. (G.r.:.D .S.--·- Ital, 717/4407). 

19. It is not quite clear which factors had thG 
mrongcst influunco upon the decisions of Hitl3r re­
garding tho Mediterranean sph0rc . Questions of man­
power and industrial capacity had begun to weigh 
hoJvily after Stalingrad; th~ desire to provent a 
repstition of the disastor th9t had befallen the 
luftwaffo in Africa must h8ve been an important con­
sidoration. But vrhothor it 1ras prLoccupation 11·!ith 
the Russian front, undersstimation of the strategical 
i~portgnce of Italy or tha thought that South~rn 
Italy 1uuld b. unt~nsbl0 in any ~vent, th3 fact re­
mains that th-: Lesit3ting dispatch of troops and the 
r efusal to furnish air support profoundly affdctcd the 
coursG of the fighting in Sicily and Southern Italy. 

20. It may be worthy of note in this connection 
th3t 3lroady in April 1943, th3 I ·--.parial Japan2so 
Gon)ral Staff had d0sm 1 ·d it nece ssary to voice mis ­
givings and to tsk:;; th~-. d 3licatG and unusual step of 
pointing out to t:t. f} (:;rmsns the sdvisability of creat­
i11g a "c entr,..., of ? ra vi ty" in thD Pod i terranean I 
( G • r ~ . D • s . - OrJ-V o I-J:iJ , Mi 1 At t TI r , G- • s o Apr i 1 4 3 ) . 

EiJEMY FORC:J::S AiID DISFOSITIG:trs 

(a) German Formations i~ Sicily at Time of Invasion 

21. The German f'orcos in Sicily at the time of 
invasion were mainly cQ1pos~d of the 15th Fanzor Grenad 
Division and the Panzer Division "Eermann Goeringu. 

22. Tho bulk of 15 Pz Gren Div (co~prising 104, 
115 and 382 Pz Gren Regts) haa been massad in the . 
SalGmi - Gibbelina - Farta~na are9 for th3 defence of 
thG iHt:st~:rn l)art of the island and was rushed to thG 
triangle ~al tanisGtta - Valguarnora - Piazza P.JID.erina 
during th:; night 11/12 Jul. (G. ;: .D.S. - Ital 99a, 
Comm Supr si tr0ps, 9 Jul - 11 Jul 4 3) . . 
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23. The transfer of the H.G. division to 
Sicily had boGn com.plot Jd on l Jul 43. (O.B.S. 2 Jul) , 
Irnmediat.aly upon arrivsl the division had been dcployec. 
3cross the southern tin of the islgnd in a msnner 
per~itting an easy shi~ting of the centro of gravity 
3ccording to th o nseds of the mom2nt . 

2iL From the little information availabl,3 with 
reg3rd to th s German dispositions on the ~ve of the 
l3ndings it can at losst b0 gathered with certainty 
that the Gcrmo.n def .;l1C0 preparations 1·rerc f3r from 
b .., ing completed. Th 'J f ollo-wing is quotc~d from 0 .B .S., 
8 Jul. 

The m1ss of Fortress Bn 903 has arriv2d 
in the Cata~ia sector. H.1. Fortress Regt 
924 and Fortr0ss Bn 904 are still in transit 
t ~rough It3ly. ThG third Fortress Bn for 
Sicily is in tho process of formation south­
e3st of Ruggio .•. Th0 Fortross Artillsry 
units for Sardinia and Sicily have not yet 
reached tho Italian theatre. 

25. At the be 5 inning of the campaign the two 
German divisions in Sicily wcru diroctly unde;r tho 
command of Field Marshal Kess~lring . A Corps Command 
was interposed on 18 Jul, ~fuen the H.Q. St0ff of XIV 
Pz Corps, undor General Hube , arrived on the island and 
as sum.ea. comro.ond ovGr tho Ger:r.-L3n forces. ( 0 .B .s. 16, 
17, 12 Jul) 

26. Acting upon orders from the German High 
Connand, 0. B .S. b Jgan th (_ organizatio!l of an Army 
Comr~1and on 8 Aug. ( 10 Pz Army, Gcn~Jral v. Vietinghoff' 
But Yvhil-~ v . Vieting]Loff' vs appr rc.:; ciations could not 
hav,J feil~-a. to inf'lus nce th1..; German conduct of the 
campaign, thu Army ComrLa nd -:rnsumr;d 9ctual tactical 
ComT3.nd. ov :-ff XIV and L17VI rz Corps only on 2 2 Aus 4 3. 
(G.L.D.S. - 42C03/1) 

(b) GerBan Formations aI-rivinp; at lat0r St::1g-ss 

27. The forces arrivins in Sicily during the 
pro 0 ress of tLG campa ign ;_rer0 not organic reserves of 
the formations already on tha island but ·were drawn frorr .. 
the most convenient sources . The paratroops were flown 
in from Fr~rnce, 29 Fz Gren Div was ferri ed over from 
Calabria ;whore it h3c~ just arri v ~-:d with 26 Pz Div undeJ 
command of LXXVI Fz Corps for thG defonc6 of the 
southern mainland . 3 Pz Gren Div was still further to 
the North , but it would have been possible to use at 
least t11e wel l cquippod 26 Pz Div on Sicily, had the 
Germans not felt th3.t th,:; ir hgnds ,·.rore tied by th (-=; 
~ver-presunt t Lroa t of an Allied landinJ on the m3inla• 
especially in the Naples -Salerno sector. This was 
also tho considsrstion rcs~onsibl: for th ~ ratsntion o~ 
1 F: J[jt , 1 P3ra Div, near Napl:.:-.s , in dsviation from the 
ori t=> in31 int,:mtion to s1.~nd it South to join 1::}=vr 
Corpso (G.11: .D.S. - 43005/1, 15 Jul) 
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28. Th -::: uni ts .tr::msf crr ,.:: d to Sicily during the 
course of the campaign are listed below in the order 
of their arrival. 

Fallschirm Jseger Regt 3 (3 Regt 1 Para Div) has 
jw:1ped near Lentini with­
out interference from the 
enemy ..• (0.B.S. 12 Jul) 

* Note: 4 Regt 1 Fara Div was listed as part of 
battle group Scl1Halz on 21 Jul 43. 
( Appendix "A 11 ) • 

Bn Reg,o.;io and 
[ortress Bn 904 

Advance group 
29 Pz Gren Div and 

2 Coy, 2 En Pz Gren 
Re .rJ;t 382 

General' Kommando XIV 

Pz Gren Roo-t 15 
Q -

have been transferred to 
Sicily and are on the way 
to Caltagirone ... (G.B.S. 
13 J·u1) 

have been committed north of 
Cstania, the latter south 
of Taormina ... (0.B.S. 16 Jul) 

(H.~. Staff XIV Pz Corps) 
now being ferried over to 
Sicily (G.M.D.S. - 43005/1 
16 Jul) 

has assumed command over the 
German fom.ations •.. (G.B.S. 
18 Jul) 

(of 29 Pz Gren Div) 
is proceeding towards Regal­
buto, tLe reinforced 1 Bn of 
the Re~t to the are3 west of 
T9ormina... ( O .B .s. 18 J11l) 

As of 22 Jul, thirty heavy 
German anti-aircraft batteries 
are ready for the defence 
of the St~aits of riessina ... 
( 0. B. S. 21 Jul) 

Th0 order for the immediate 
transfer of all elements of 
29 Pz Gren Div has been given 
... (U.B.S. 22 Jul) 

The order of 0.B.S. to transfe 
alJ parts of 29 Pz Gren Div 
to Sicily has been counterman; 
ed and only 71 Pz Gren Regt ·· 
~s no1 to be ferried over .•. 
(G. LD.S. - 43005/1, 22 Jul) 

-------------------------------------------------------
* 4 Fara Regt had descended near Acireale, about 

10 miles northcast of Catania. (Special Interroga­
tion Report Guneral Heidrich, Commander First 
Par1c.hut-:; Division; Hist Sec c.r~.E.Q,., 13 Pov 46.) 
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Reinforced 
Pz Gren Regt 71 

is being comrn.itted with one 
Bn in the area of San 
Stefano and with the other t~c 
Ens near - and to the east of 
S. Fratello ... (O.B.S. 27 Jul) 

29. A recapitulation of all the German forces 
cornmitt 2d in Sicily shows the following picture: 

15 Pz Gren Div 
Il .G. Div 
29 rz Gren Div 

1 Para Div 

(complete) 
(complete in essentials) 
(in part: two Panzer Grenadier 
regiments present; tank battal­
ion for limited time only) 

(in part: two Parachute regi-
ments present) 

tfi .sce llaneous Fortress Battalions 
Miscellaneous Anti-Aircraft units 

Information concerning the miscellaneous units is 
defective; the presence of the follo·wing units in Sicily 
has however been established from Gernan sources: 

Fortress Battalions 903, 904, 923, 
Battalion Reggio 
1 Battalion Anti-Aircraft Regiment 49. 

30. Photostat copies of the orders of battle of 
29 Pz Gren Div and H. G. Div are being permanently re­
tained by llistorical Section (G.S. ). The translation 
of a captured docw.-ri.ent showing the different battle 
groups of E .G. Div on 21 Jul, appears as Appendix "An. 
( G . i L D . S . - }: . (L Div ; ~) 

31. Of' the three regiments and the smaller 
units that had been ferried over to Sicily as rein­
forcements, 71 Pz Gren 1{e ;3t of 29 lz Gren Div was the 
last formation to be cocimi t ted. The cancellation of 
the order to transfer all units of 29 Pz Gren Regt to 
Sicily (G.K.D.S. - 43005/1, 22 Jul) was the first sign 
t :_,_at any hope of holding SiciJ..y had been given up and 
tlJat the remainder of the car.ipaj;:3n was to assume the 
character of a mere delaying action . 

32 • The first official intimation that the 
ev3cuation of Sicily was being contenplated came on 
27 Jul, two dsys after the resignation of ~ussolini . 
The chief operations officers of the fornations had been 
called to the headquarters of 0.B.S., at Frascati, and 
were informed of the situation in a secret meeting. 
Plans and preparations for the evacuation were ex­
plained by General 1'fostphal, Chief of Staff, O.B.S. 
The cover name given to the operation ,vas "Course of 
Instruction No Ia" (L-ehrgan~ Ia). {O.B.S. 27 Jul 43; 
G .~.-1 . D.S. - 4 300 5 / 2, War Diary l~C::VI Pz Corps, Appendices. 
vol 1, 27 Jul). 



• 
- 11 -

GENERAL CCURSE OF GERMAN OPERATIONS DURING Tr:E CA1'.1PAIGN 

33. Angered by the failure of their Axis 
partners, and unaware of .the fact that their leaders 
considered the island as strategically desirabl e but 
unt enable, the German troops fought well and yielded 
only when beat en. Owing to the lack of detailed 
Ge rman accounts of tLe fighting, the daily rnports of 
0.B.S. had to be used to show ho·w the German formations 
crumbled under the r e lentless pressure of Allied 
forces on the land, in the air and on the sea. 

34. The following is a s eries of significant 
statements from the r eports of O.B.S. Quotations from 
the dispatches of any one day, and referring to the 
same subj e ct, are cit ed in chronological order. 

Report for 10 Jul 
(Dispatched 11 Jul 

0340 hrs. ) 

0.B.S. has given the following order 
to th e Chief of the German liaison 
staff at I-L0,. 6th Italian Army: 
MASS OF H .G. DIV IS 0RDER}~D TO DES­
TROY THE ENJ::~CY WHO HA.S ADVANCED TO 
CALTAGIRONE. BATTLE GRGUP SCHMALZ 
(N0 'v AT LENTINI) rTILL RETAKE PORT 
OF SYRACUSE I N IM1-'".EDIATE C0UNTER,­
ATTACK ... 

German close-combat troops in waves 
are supporting the successful 
attack of Pz Div H.G .... 

The attack of mass of H.G. div 
against enemy forces west of 
Caltagirone ha s not been effective 
as yet ... 

12 Jul The situatior~- l.:. as become more acute .•. 

H.G. div is withdrawing under strong 
enemy pressure from the Southeast 
into t~e area southeast Calta girone -
Vizzini... · 

Th e Italian forces in the area under 
attack are almost a total loss. The 
German t'orc es at th e moment are not 
sufficiently largo to carry out a 
decisive attac k against any one of 
the en emy bridgeheads .•. 

13 Jul 15 Fz Gren Div committed to defence 
of right flank of Army on line Serradi­
falc··o - Canicatti ... 

Reinforced Pz Gren Regt 104 of 15 Pz G 
Div occupies defence line between 
Della and road junction 14 Rrn NVJ 
Caltagirone ... 
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A special characteristic of the 
enemy manner of fighting is that 
he does not attack over open ground, 
but attacks through areas that provide 
cover while diminishing the efficacy 
of the tanks. 

14 Jul To relieve pressure on the left flank, 
mass E .G. div is being committed to 
annihilate the pGratroops who have 
desc ended in the plain of Catania. 
The center of the front and battle 
group Schmalz have been weakened 
through this and will not for long 
be nble to resist strong attacks from 
the South. The western f l3nk is exposP,.­
to envelopment and preparations are 
being made for retreat to the Etna 
position .. o 

According to reports received up to 
now, E.G. div, since 10 Jul, has 
suffe~ed the following battle casualti s 
30 0ffrs and 600 0.Rs. - Div has at 
the moment 45 tanks ready for action .• 

15 Jul Battle group Schmalz had to •withdraw 
on line Scordia - Bertuccia •.. 

16 Jul Since early ~orning enemy is attackin~ 
15 Pz Gren Div from the South.near 
Barrafranca.Div will be forced to 
wi thdrav1 northvvards to regain contact 
with H.G. div on left ... 

After hard and fluctuating engagement s 
the battle ~roup ;Schmalz had to be 
taken back behind tho Lunga sector ..• 

17 Jul In view of arrival of fresh enemy 
forces in the Lentini sector a large­
scale attack on battle group Schmalz 
must be expected .•. 

15 Pz Gren Div heavily attacked in 
line Barrafrnnca - Pietrapetzia. 
Aft er employu:ent of reserves and in 
viow of danger of break-through, 
division has started after nightfall 
to withdrmv to tho northeast on own 
initiative ... 

H.G. div has 30 tanks ready for action. 

18 Jul Combat outposts of 15 Pz Gren Div 
on 17 Jul in line S. Caterina~ 
Caltanisetta - Raddusa, mass of div 
withdr9wing further. Commander XIV 
Panzer Corps has ordered to take 
division forward to line of combat 
outposts during night 17/18 Jul ... 
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It is the intention of O.B S. to 
withdraw 15 Pz Gren Div in general 
line Bonpietro - Leonforte and to 
defend this line. Main battle line 
of H.G. Div is holding .•• 

19 Jul On 18 Jul enemy continued to deploy. 
Strong pressure on 15 Pz Gren Div. 
Strong ~nwoured and motorized forces 
pressed north and northeastwards 
through Caltanisetta ..• 

Another strong enemy formation (l½ -
2 divisions) took Valguarnera and 
road junction 18 km to the north-east ... 

Enemy armoured attack on H.G. div 
12 kr1 north-east of Ramacca broke 
through advanced positions. Advanced 
positions of div have been moved 
nearer to main battle line« .• 

With arrival of 15 Pz Gren Regt (of 
29 Pz Gren Div) to 15 Pz Gren Div, 
and of one Para Bn on right flank of 
H.G. div, situation on boundary between 
formations st3bilized for time being ... 

20 Jul Right wing and left flank of 15 Pz 
Gren Div were threstened by envelop­
ment and wi thd rm~m on 1 ine 6 1ml east of 
Pollizzi - 2 km vrnst of Alimena -
Bordonarello - 2 km north of 
C3lasibetta - 1 km south of Leonforte .. 

23 Jul On 22 Jul leonforte has been taken by 
the enemy ••. 

From report, XIV Pz Corps to O.B.S. 
at 0530 hrs: Enemy threatens to sep­
arate the regim2nts of 15 Pz Gren Div 
... Onl y available reserve (consisting 
of one platoon) has been committed .•. 
Considerable casualties ..• Considerable 
Joss of vehicles, especially at 3 Bn 
Gren Regt 15, owing to continuous 
attscks by fighter-bombers, artillery 
and low-level aircraft .•• Leonforte 
h3s been lost ... lst Heavy Field 
Howitzer Batt ery total loss through 
bornbings ..• 15 Pz Gren Div withdrew 
in general line Campofelice - Gangi -
Regalbuto ••. 

Tanks ready for action: 

15 Pz Gren Div: 30 
H.G. Div: 23 (incl. 3 Tiger 

25 Jul The occupation of Vvestern Sicily by 
the enemy can be considered as com­
pleted .•• 
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On 21 and 22 Jul, air recce counted 
548 enemy aircrsft on Sicily ••• 

Tanks ready for action: 
15 Pz Gren Div: 28 

(need minor repairs, another 10) 
HoG. Div 48 

26 Jul Enemy is advancing towards main 
battle line of 15 Pz Gren Div .•. 

Enemy air activity causes further 
considerabl9 casualties ..• 

27 Jul The Operations Officers of the Air 
Force, the Corps and Divisions have 
been inform?d of the situation and 
the possible developments at O.B.S. 
The necessary orders have been given 
according to tho instructions re­
ceivad ... (see para 32 above). 

The transfer of reinforcemGnts to 
Sardinia and Corsica has been stopped 
for the time being ; transports to 
Sicily have been limited to supplies ... 

28 Jul The enemy has bo<3n able to take the 
heights 7 km north-east of Leonforte .• -

29 Jul The eneny ( 1 U.S., 1 Cdn Inf Div) 
exorts pressurs on our forces with­
drawing to straighten front-line aftor 
local bregkthroughs ... 

Strong enemy pressure on 15 Pz Gren Div 
continues. Local penetrations ... 
Nicosia w9s lost in the afternoon. 
Strong fighting for Aeira continues 
in the evening (1 Cdn Inf Div). 
Stre ~t battles there ... 

30 Jul The wi thd:rs1,1rals of 29 and 15 Pz Gren 
Div went according to plan .•. 

Enemy attacks on Regalbuto and 
Cat0nanuova. Local reserves are usGd 
to seal off penetrations .•. 

31 Jul Strong enemy attack supported by 
tanks and artillery stopped 2 km 
·rnst of Regalbuto ... Rene1,vod enemy 
attack on Catenanuova (1 Cdn Div) 
l ~d to loss of the locality ... 

On the right wing of H.G. Di~ Regalbuto 
and Catcnan~ova have been occupied 
by tt.e enemy ..• 

Th:; Gnemy has increased his air 
activity in comparison with the preced­
ing days ... he blockaded important supply 
bases by he9viest bombing attacks ..• 
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2 Aug The enemy is f rJo ling his v,ray 
t ovrn :t·d s Tr o i na from Ni c o s i a .•• 

1 Cdn Inf Div succeed ed in occupying 
hoights n orth of Reg3lbuto aft e r a 
hard battle .•• 

If it is not possible to hold the 
pivot Regalbuto, the l s ft wing will 
ha ve to b e taken back on the bridge-
head position within the next f ew days ... 

3 Aug Enemy pressure in east erly direction 
a gainst front Rogalhuto-Centuripe 
continues unaba t s d ... 

5 Aug En emy air attacks make any supply 
traffic during th e d 9.y an impossibility .. 

Counter-me asures with tL e last res erves 
arc be ing unde r t3ken 4 km. north-west of 
Traina, 10 km north-w3st and 7 km north­
egst of Regalbuto .•. 

6 Aug Ths complet e lack of r e s e rves in 29 Pz 
Gren Div s uctor aggravates the situat­
i on in t h e extreme ... 

If c orrection of the situation in the 
s e ctor of 15 Pz Gren Div is not possible, 
Corps Command er vlfill withdraw div to 
shortened "Hubo u position. 

The d ang e r of an enemy breakthrough 
on road Troina - Nicosia caused Corps 
Corimand er to t Bke thG whol e front back 
on t L~ short ened bridgehead position 
in general line 1 km south-west Capo 
D 7 0rlando - 5 km west of Randazzo -
sum.mit of Mount Etna - 5 km Ciare ... 

8 Aug Shar_p enemy pres sure on wi thdravdng 
troops of 29 Fz Gren Div with penetrat­
ions into the withdrawing units at 
Fr :=Jt ".; llo .•• 

10 Aug In s 0ctor H.G. Div an enemy attack 
on Mt. Etna has been repelled .•. 

Th e evJ cuation of Si cil ~-' has start ed 
ac c ord in3 t o pl an ... 

14 Aug The evscuation of Sicily continues 
according to plan .•. 

17 Aug Th 9 evacuation of Sicily was complete 
at 0600 hrs. 

35. A small pi e c e of information regarding the 
ferrying over of r etreating German uni ts to th e m:.dnland 
was found in the V.Jar Diary of LXXVI Pz Corps: 
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During the nights 10/11 and 11/12 Aug the 
following have been ferried over to the main­
land: 

615 officers, 19924 N.C.Os. and O.Rs. 
2185 vehicles, 
34 tanks, 44 self-propelled assault guns 
15 heavy anti-tank guns 
21 guns, 11 anti-aircraft guns 

(G.M.D.S. - 43005/1, 13 Aug 43') 

36. The well organized defences of the Straits 
of Messina, aided by the darkness of the nights and 
the shortness of the distance, made it possible for 
the Germans to save most of their men and material. 
No figures have been found that would permit a state­
ment about the numbers ferr·ied back. A map-sketcri of 
the arrangements and a detailed Operations Order for 
the Straits of Messina, have been found however in 
the diary of the Commander of the Defence.s. (G.M.D.S. -
45746, War Diary of Oberst Baade~) 

37. Some revealing sidelights on the campaign 
are taken from a dispatch of General Hube to Field 
~arshal Kesselring on 14 Jul, 2310 hrs. 

f:f~J 
Suggestions for the final comr.~uniQUe 
after the conclusion of the evacuation. 

1) Main idea: 

To describe battles in Sicily as a 
big success. 

Air,:: 

To raise r1orale and confidence at home 
and to create pride in the Sicilian 
fornations. 

Example: 

The catastrophe of material at Dunkirk 
was presented to the British public as 
a great success - In the case of a 
favourable conclusion of the evacuation 
the end of the Sicilian campaign is 
actually a full success. After the 
initial fiasco, the fi ~hting, as well 
as the preparation and e~acution of 
the evacuation, with all serviceable 
material and men (including the wounded), 
went 3ccording to plan. 

2) In spite of tremendous superiority of 
men and material the enemy required six 
weeks to take the island ..• 
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The bloody losses of the enemy ·were high 
and can be estiNated as 1/3 of the 
fighting strength ... (sic) 

Tho Gernan formations are now on the 
mainland, ready and able for battle ..• 

I suggest the mentioning by name of the 
three Germ9n divisions and the elements 
of the 1 Fara Div ~ilio participated in 
the fighting ..• 

Anti-Aircraft units have rendered ex­
cellent services in the b3ttles on the 
ground ... 

I only would object most sharply to any 
possibly intended mention of the Air 
Force as gi vin6 imr1ediate assistance to 
the troops on th9 ground . With all due 
respect to the few pilots, mostly re­
connaissance pilots, the ground forces 
had practically to rely entirely upon 
themsalves in their battles against the 
enemy on land and in the air •.. 

Praise for Italian troops can only be 
justified in the case of the artillery .•. 

I consider it as especially harmful vvhen, 
as it happens time and again, one en­
counters communiques that do not corres­
pond in any manner with the actual 
situation, especially the situation in 
the air, and t~gt appear ridiculous to 
thoso who ·were tL.c:Tr:). A decided change 
in this matter would be in tho interest of 
the troops. (Signed: Hube). 

(Hist Sec (G.S. ), Microfilm No 1, 
l-el Jul 43) 
l'f 1-=f'<S 

COU2SE OF OPERATIONS IN AR}~A vF 30 BRIT CORPS, 

ESP:3::CIALLY TI-IAT OF 1 CDN INF DIV 

38. The limitations of the source material are 
felt most keenly in connection with the actions of 30 
Brit Corps and its Canadian component, 1 Cdn Inf Div. 
The daily reports of O. B .S. , ho·wever, show many re-
f arenc es to the formations concerned and, in the case 
of 1 Cdn Inf Div, tend to confirm and corroborate the 
facts and interpret8tions presented in the earlier 
reports of Hist Sec (G.S.). 

39. The following quotations have been taken 
from the reports of O.B.S. 

10 Jul 1 Cdn Inf Div West of Pa chino .•• 

12 Jul 0320 hrs .•. North of Pachino the advance 
of 1 Cdn Inf Div was supported by the 
descent of strong detachments of 
paratroops .•. 
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On 12 Jul, l Cdn Inf Div in the 
main completed the disembarkation 
of troops and th o unloading of 
v ehicle s .•• 

Tho para troopers who jumpod south 
and wost of Catania on 13 Jul at 2300 
hrs, were Canadians of units not ye t 
dot ormi no d ..• 

(IJot o : This wqs a mist aken indentification, the 
div conc e rned wa s 1 Brit Airborne Div). 

17 Jul According to enGmy radio r eports 
Cqlt 0giron0 h os b e en occupi ad by 
Can !-) dian troons ... The err 1:::m7 radio 
reports tha t, furth Gr to Ca ltagirone, 
the formations of 1 Cdn Inf Div, 
under th 2 command of Major-General Simonds 
have also t'1kon Gra:rrimichele. 

(Noto: ConIDmnications evidently had bs en dis­
rupt ed; this is th o only instance of such 
indirs ct r eporting by 0.B.S.). 

(Note: 

21 Jul 1 Cdn Inf Div in area Leonforte ... 

Near Valguarne ra troops trained for 
fighting in the mountains ha ve been 
m8ntioned. They are called •~ountain 
boys" a.n.d prob ably be long to 1 Cdn 
Div. It night be the 48 Eighlsnd ers 
or the Seaforth ..• 

It also might have boen t h e Hast & P.E.R. 
·who occupi ed tho h eights about Valguarnera). 

2'2 Jul The ord e r of bqttle of 1 Cdn Inf 
Div corr~sponds in th o main with the 
information contained in the m_3nual 
"rrh e Brit is h Army " . In p 1 a c o of the 
"R --:: gina Inf Rcgt 99 and th e "Royal 
Winnipeg Rifls sa listed t:terein, the- re 
are now th 8 "Hastings and Prince 
Edv13rd Regiment n ( attachment unknown) 
and the "Vie st Nova 3cotia Regiment" 
(hitherto believed to be with 2 Cdn 
Inf Div). * 

23 Jul 
(for 22 Jul) 

Leonforte f ell into the hands of the 
enomy. ( See Append ix "E") . 

~ It is interesting to note how incomplete the 
German intelligence was on the composition of 1 
Cdn Inf Div, although the full order of battle had 
been published in Canadian newspapers. 
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40. The laconic statement regarding the loss of 
Leonforte was true to a pattern ever encountered in 
German r eports announcing the loss of an important 
position. No explanations were needed, a glance at 
the map showed clearly that the brilliant teamwork of 
the units of 2 Cdn Inf Ede had brought about the fall 
of a key position in the German line .of defenc e . For 
the next f ew days the reports of O.B.S. were filled 
with desultory material until on 27 Jul, the meeting 
at O.B.S, r emoved th ,J evacuation of Sicily from the 
realm of conjecture to that of firm military planning 
and execution. (Se s para 32 above). 

41. From th e reports of the intervening days, 
two itoms of interest are quoted below: 

24 Jul According to captured documents the 
enemy code word for the landing 
operations in Sicily is "Husky" .•. 

26 Jul According to Italian sources, General 
McNaughton, the Commander of the 
Canadian Expeditionary Corps, has 
r ea ched Algeria on his way to Sicily to 
inspect 1 Cdn Inf Div. 

42. The reports of O.B.S. during the closing 
days of July and at the b0ginning ·of August show 
numerous passages r e flecting the violent attacks carried 
0ut by 1 Cdn Inf Div. 

28 Jul A strong attack of 1 Cdn Inf Div on 
Agira has been repelled up to now .•• 

In tho afternoon renewed attacks of 
strong forces on Agira .•. 

29 Jul In the centre, th? enemy (1 U.S., 
1 Cdn Div) exert pressure on our 
troopsvini<hare witpdrawing to 
straighten the front .•• Since noon strong 
enemy attacks (1 Cdn Inf Div) on 
Agira. Street battles there ••. 

Nicosia and height 8 km south-east 
were lost in the afternoon. In the 
evening continued violent fighting 
for Agira ... 

30 Jul The 'V'ri thdrawals of 29 and 15 Pz Gren 
Divs in night 29/30 went according 
to plan. Enemy attack supported by 
tanks and arty ·vras stopped 2 km 
west of the locality. A simultaneous 
attack on Catenanuova led to local 
penetrations.o. 

31 Jul Renewed attack on Catenanuova led to 
the loss of the locality (1 Cdn Inf 
Div) ... 

2 Aug In the sector of H.G. Div the 1 Cdn 
Inf Div succeeded in occupying the 
heights north of Rega lbuto after a 
hard battle •.• 
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North-east and 01st of Nicosia the 
en2ny is fe .::ling his W9.Y tovmrds 
Troin9 ... 

Tho assembling of additional forces 
indicates that in the next few days 
the enemy will try to force a bregk­
through to Randazzo by way of Troina 
and AdrDno. If it is not po·ssible to 
hold thG pivot Regalbuto, the left 
wing will h3VG to be t9ken b3ck on the 
bridgehead position within the next 
f 01~1 d 9ys ... 

3 Aug On the sector of E.G. Div the pressure 
on Rcg3lbuto 1nd Centuripa continues 
un9b3tod ... 

An enemy r3dio co~munique mentions the 
Canadian Corps in Sicily. It is there­
fore possiblo that Canadian formations 
other than 1 Cdn Inf Div are committed 
in Sicily (Panz er Brigade? - ArmourPd 
Brig::ide?) ... 

5 Aug Tho umploymcnt of elements of the 
Princess Louise Dragoons has been con­
firm0d ... 

According to British radio reports 
7[1 Brit Inf Div l13s been cornni tt1;d in 
the Conturipo ara9 bctwe8n 1 Cdn and 
51 Brit Divs. This is the first in­
dic=ttion of th p:-esunca of this 
division in Sicily ... 

6 Aug T vo enor,1y attacks on Adrano Lave been 
rep.Jlle;d 

Cansdian Prison3rs of 11r9r c3rried 
d9 6 ~0rs 3nd knockors ... 

Rearguards of r:. G. Div cqused heavy 
casualties to ener.iy pressin6 onwards 
west of Adr3no and 3t Paterno ..• 

The danger of 3n enemy brec,.kthrough 
c3uscd the Corps Comr.1::1nder to take the 
whulE: front b3ck to the shortened 
bridgehead pos:tion ... (para 34 above, 
6 Aug) 

11 Aug 1 Cdn Inf Div follows withdraval move­
ment towards Randazzo ... ~ 

15 Aug Rand9zzo was tak8n by 9 U.S. and 78 
Brit Divs; 1 Cdn Inf Div apparently not 
in front line now ... 

-------------------------------------------------------

Note that tho Germans were still unaware of the f9ct 
that 1 Cdn Inf Div had ba0n withdrawn on 6 Aug. 
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43. It can in no way detract from the glory of 
Allied arms if tho unusual case is cited of a German 
unit showing no inclination to fight. This happened 
at Catenanuova. The capture of the locality was an 
intogral part of the very carefully prepared operation 
,;Hardg3te", described in d otail in Report No 13.5, paras 
156 - 186. 

44. It was the task of the West Nova Scotia 
Regiment to take the town and it turned out to be easier 
thsn oxpect2d. The first sentences of para 178 of the 
above report, are quoted in this respect: 

On the right flank, W.N.S. crossed the 
starting lino shortly after midnight, 
advancing 1.vi th two compsnies forward. The 
barrJge se€med to have stupefied tho enemy 
at first, and practically no opposition 
was met with. During the early morning 
hours, the leading companies advanced into 
the town along the axis of the main highway 
still meeting little rosistance .•. 

"What the diary of West N.S.R. describes as "little 
resistDnce", could not fgil to attract the attention 
and the wrath of Lieutenant-General Conr8th, the Com­
mander of H.G. Div, to which the battalion in question 
w:.1s 3ttachGd. The incident is ref lectcd in the Vvar 
Diaries of 10 Pz Army by the following: 

10 Pz Army to O.B.S. 7 Sep 43 

According to a report of ll.G. Div, the 
locality of Catenanuova was occupied on 
30 Jul by the enemy w'ithout any resistance 
owing to the complete failure of Fortress 
Bn 923. Tho battalion fled in the direction 
of Centuripo in a shamsful manner without 
enemy pressure. The ira.mediate dissolution 
of the b9ttslion has baen ordsred. 

Genersl Field Marshal Keitel has initi,:::ited 
Court Martial proceedings against the Officer 
Commanding and the guilty officers ..• 

OKH Hoeresfeldjustitzblatt AZ 48.5, Ju, Abt. 
1024/43 

(G.M.D.S. - 42803/2, 7 Sep 43) 

GERMAN LOSS-:£S 

4,5. The Condition Report for H.G. Div, at the 
end of August 1943, yields th0 following information: 

Authorized Strength 
Deficiencies 

18466 
6139 
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Casualti es for August 1943 

Dead Wounded Missing Sick Othe r Total 

Offrs 14 47 12 50 3 126 
N.C .Os. 
& O.Rs. 379 1146 71 2555 144 4295 

.... - k--• 

Tot3l 393 1193 83 2605 147 4,t21 

Reinforcements in August: 

Degree of Mobility: 

Formations under Command of H .Go Div during August: 

115 Pz Gren Regt: 

Bn Reggio: 

1 Bn A.A. Rogt 49: 

Authorized Strength 
Deficiencies 

2337 
375 

Casualties in August 641 
Reinforcements August 47 

Mobility : Practically Im.mobile. 

Authorized Strength 
Deficiencies 

985 
528 

Casualties in August 187 
Rft in August Nil 

lvi obili ty: Irmnobile 

Authoriz~d Strength 
Defici encies 

Casuslties in August 
Roinforcemonts August 

l\Iobj_lity 

( n M D s Jo l•l • • • 

1138 
4 

35 
2 

1001a 

46. In the C3se of 15 Pz Gren Div, no documents 
have been found ths.t vrnuld p(-; rr1i t a precise reckoning of 
th0 losses suffered. It is known however that the 
division r eappea r:d in action early in October, 1943. 
115 Pz Gren Regt was then still undor the command of the 
sdjoining H.G. Div, 382 Pz Gren Rcgt had disapp~ared and 
been replsced by 129 Pz Gren Regt. After the absorption 
of thre~ battalions of reinforcements (207, 214, 222), 
and after tte incorporJtion of Bn Reggio, the division 
was still 1600 men below guthorized strength. (G.M.D.S. -
43803/10) 
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47. The heavy losses that were inflict 2d on the 
two regimonts of 29 Pz Gron Div can be inferred from 
the figuros contained in a report that the division sub­
mittod to LXXVI Corps on 28 Aug: 

Pros0nt Fighting StrGngth of Pz Gren Regts 15 snd 71 

Pz Gren Regt 15 

1 Bn 
2 Bn 
3 Bn 

Totals 

Pz Gren Regt 71 

1 Bn 
2 Bn 
3 Bn 

Totals 

Officers 

6 
8 
7 

21 

6 
7 
8 

21 

N.C.Os. 

35 
93 
43 

171 

41 
29 
66 

Sick: (both rogts) 1467 

O.Rs. 

100 
421 
223 

744 936 

243 
156 
311 

710 867 

(G.t,I.D.S. - 43005/2, 28 Aug) 

48. Additional information is supplied by the 
Condition Roport of 29 Pz Gren Div at end of August: 

Losses of the last two months were high; in 
the case of 71 Pz Gren Regt they amounted 
to 336/o ... 

Division is fit for employment according to 
its strongth. Fighting power is 506/o of 
norr.131. 

(G.M.D.S. - 43005/2, 14 Sep 43) 

EXPERIENCE REPORTS OF EN~MY COf-.!1_I11: _ _ANDERS 

49. Trenslations of the follovring reports appeJr 
as 4..ppendices: 

C.-in-C. South, Initial stag · s 
H.G. Div, 24 Aug 43 
15 Pz Gren Div, 7 Sep 43 

(Appendix aB") 
( Appendix °C't) 
(Appendix nn") 

Fhotostat copies of the German text have been made in 
each case and are being retained for permanent reference 
by Hist Sec (G.S.). 
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,50. The report of C.-in-C. South apparently 
was prepared after the first few days of fighting since 
copies of it ·were being forwarded by LXXVI Corps to 
the divisions on 20 Jul. Porhaps the most significant 
conclusion of the report is contained in para 4, it reads 
as follows: 

The opinion has been strengthened that, 
in order to fight the enemy in his moment 
of greatest weakness, the reserve formations 
must be comnitted as soon as the direction 
of the l anding, possibly even only in general, 
has been discerned. 

(G.M.D.S. - 4300,5/2: see also Appendix "B") 

51. The report rendered by H.G. Div is well in 
keeping with the type of mind of the fanatical Nazis 
who were selected for service in the division for 
reasons of ideological orthodoxy as much as for their 
military qualifications. The avowed intention of the 
Allied generals to save blood where machines could do 
the job, and the realization of this intention vvhich 
endeared the commanders to their peoples, was interpret­
ed in the following manner: 

Neither Allied command nor manner of fight­
ing were distinguished by bold decisions 
or special bravery; the method of fighting 
was one of pronounced caution with massed 
employment of superior material ... 

(G.M.D.S. - 42243/6; see also Appendix "C") 

52. The lengthy report of 15 Pz Gren Div is 
more objective; it deals in detail with the British and 
.American methods of fighting. Two statements that seem to 
be of interest are quoted below: 

Good soldier material. English and Canadians 
hard er in the attack than .Americans. In 
general f air ways of fi ghting. In field­
cr3.ft (Indianerkrieg) superior to our own 
troops. Very mobile at ni ght, surprise break­
ins, clever infiltrations at night with 
small groups between our strong points .•. 

In spite of ce3.seless employment of the air 
force the campaign has proven that the air 
force alone can not force decisions in 
battle. After initial losses the troops did 
adapt themselves to a degree that could 
never be reached in training. 

(G.M.D.S. - 4~24-3/6; see also Appendix · "D") 

.5 3. The tribute pa id by 15 Pz Div to our "clever 
infiltrations at night" may well have been a reminis­
cence of the seizure of Assoro by Hast & F. E .R. (Report 
No 135, paras 78 - 90). 
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LIST OF QUOTED DOCUMENTS PERMANENTLY RETAINED 

BY HISTORICAL SECTION (G.S.) 

~ ~-
4. (a) 

I ,, 
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( b) 

o/ ct/ II C · { V 2 ) 
( C ) 
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931t1, ;r.r~t}(l) 

Para 
German Chain of Cor:1nand in Italian 
Theatre at Time of Sicilian Campaign 10 

"Future Anglo-Saxon Operative 
Possibilities" 11 

"tiemorand um cone erning Documents 
found on a British Courier'' .13 

Tele graphic Order giving priority to 
the Defences of Sardinia and the 
Peloponnesus 13 

Battle groups of H.G. Div on 21 Jul 43. 30 

Order of Battle of 29 Pz Gren Div 30 

Order of Battle of H.G. Div (Part of 
item ( i) ) 30 

Opergtions Order for Defences of the 
Straits of Messina 36 

Condition Report of H.G. Div, 1 Sep 43 45 

Experience Report of German C.-in-C. 
South (German Text) 50 

Experience Report of H.G. Div 
(German Text) 51 

Experience Report of 15 Fz Gren Div 
(German Text) 52 

55. This report has been prepared by Capt A.G. 
Steiger, Historical Section (G.S.) . 

. ·-l . 1 ' \~ ~; ,,-<.kfi c . , , .I I , ,'\o"', 
.i" •• ..( C .r. tacey )· Coloilel, 
· Director 
Historical Section (G.S.) 
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APPENDIX 

BATTL:3:: GROUPS CF HERtIANN GO::=RING DIVISION 

on 21 Jul 43 

Translated from an ori6inal captured doc~~ent 
(G.M.D.S. - H.G. Div) 

tt A tt 
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S E C R :C:: T 

(To be ret¥ned to Adjutant) 

Panzer Division Hermann Goering 
Ops, No. 396/43, secret. 

Div H.Q,. 
21 Jul 43 

The following organization into battle groups, 
as they existed on 21 Jul 43, is herewith 
notified: 

1) Battle Group v. Carnap 

1 Bn, Para Reat 3 
13 Bty (smoke! a~d nixed 4 Bn, Pz Art Regt H.G. 
Fortress Bn 923 
5 troop, A.A. unit H.G. for special purposes. 

2) Battle Group Preuss wit~ 

H.Q,. Pz Regt H.G. 
2 Bn, Pz Regt H.G. 
Flak - Gerbini 

(a) Battle Gro~p Kluge 

H.Q. and 1 Bn, Pz Gren Regt 2, E.G. 
1 Bn, Pz Art Regt H.G. 
Pz Gren Bn_ Oria 
10 troo1, A.A. unit for special purposes, ILG. 
(One Bn and one Arty Bn Italians) 
Remnants 1 Bn, Pz Gren Regt 1, H.G. 

(b) Battle Group Rebholz 

Pz Reece Bn H.G. 
2 Bn, Pz Arty Regt H.G. 
Bn Reggio 
9 troop, A.A. unit for special purposes, H.G. 
Remnants 2 Bn, Pz Gren Regt 2, H.G. 

3) Battle Group Schmalz 

Bde H.Q. for special purposes, H.G. 
Pz Gren Regt 115 (furm~rly Koerner) 
3 Bn, Pz Art hegt H.G. 
3 Bn, Pz Regt n.G. 
Bn Schachtleben 
4 Fara Regt 
Flak - Catania 
( One Bn and one Arty Bn of Italians) 
2 Bn Regt 382 
Fortress Bn 904 

4) Divisional Reserve 

1 Bn, Pz Regt H.G. 
3 Para Regt (less 1 Bn) 

5) 1 En, Flak Regt E.G. 

For the Cor.imand€~ of the Division, 
The First General St9ff Officer, 

(Signature illegible) 
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Regrouping of the different elements of the various 
battle groups makes it possible to reconstruct an 
approximate order of battle for the division at the 
time. (Less components absent on special tasks and 
attachments) . 

Hermann Goering Division 

Div H.Q,. 

Bde H.~. for special purposes 

. -- ,. ~" -:::z+ , • ~- 1 Sf sau;: __ 4:s~ ,. ,_. 

J\.rmd Rc:l cce Unit 

~snk Eegiment 

·-----~--,-, .. -:-:. . . - .-. -.. - . ---...... =--.... ==----::pa.---. -:-,,.. --------

H.G. Div 

Pz Reece Bn H.G. 

H.Q. Pz Regt H.G. 
1 Bn Pz Re 6 t H.G. 
2 Bn Pz Regt H.G. 
3 Bn Pz Regt H.G. 

Under Command 
of H.G. Div 

. ___ .. __ _ --------~-- ---- .. - -·-· 
Infantry (mot) 

Infantry 

Artillery 

J~~ti-Aircraft Arty 

Paratroops 

Remnants 1 Bn Pz Gren Regt 1, H.G. 

H.Q. Pz Gren Regt 2, H.G. 
l Bn Pz Gren Rest 2, H.G. 
Remnants: 
2 Bn Pz Gren Regt 2, H.G. 

Pz Gren Bn Oria 

1 Bn Pz Arty Regt H.G. 
2 Bn Pz Arty Regt H.G. 
3 Bn Pz Arty Regt H.G. 
4 on Pz Arty Regt H.G. 

1 Bn Flak Regt H.G. 
Flak Gerbini 
Flak Catania 

Pz Gren Regt 115 

Fortress Bn 904 
Fortress Bn 923 
Bn Reggio 
Bn Schachtleben 
2 Bn Regt 382 
Two Ens of Italian 
Infantry. 

Two Bns of Italian 
Arty 

Troops 5,9 & 10 
of an attached 
Flak unit 

3 Regt, l Para Div 
4 Regt, 1 Para Div 
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of 

T 
_________ ob er kornm.ando _ Sue d_i Ob • Sued 1---------, 
High Command South - Field Marshal Kesselring, 

on the initial stages of the 

SICILIAN C A M P A I G N 

Translation from a communicotion of L]C~VI Panzer Korps 
to subordinate formations. 20 Jul 43. 

--, (,, {I$ 01--1/4 

GMDS - 43005/2, War Diary 16th 1?.nnzer Di vision,. 
Appendices, vol l. 
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Headquarters LXXVI Corps, 
lg_=-~2-112_L_43~~~££~L-

Corps H. Q,. , 
20 Jul 43 

Corps heudquartors forwards particulurs of the 
experiences during the fighting in Sicily 

fl. Re2ort of_High_Command_South 

1) In view of the complete naval supremacy of the 
British the effect of the ~1_gttill~U against 
land targets is of purticular importance, 
especially so where the coast is on a slope in 
full view, but also where it is flat since the 
British observe from the ships by means of captive 
balloons. The battle group Schmalz and the Livorno 
division unfortunately have furnished the evidence. 
This fact must be taken into account to a much 
higher degree than heretofore in the whole 
Italian area, and coastal formations must be com­
mitted flanking and covered in such a manner that 
they can not be neutralized from the sea. In the 
casa of the Fortress battalions on Sardinia I have 
personally given such orders right on the spot. M 

Counter attacks along mountain roads that are 
exposed to view from the sea must be avoided if 
at nll possible. It can be avoided if the pre­
parations are made either in a coastal region that 
is hard to observe or when the descent takes place 
during the night, in bad weather or (and the 
British arc masters of this) by smoke screens. 
If this marching and deployment has to be done 
during the dny in ground thus exposed to observa­
tion, it is necessary at least to reduce the 
effect of the naval guns by downing of the captive 
balloons, fire or smoke-screens on the ships. 

2) ?aratroo~s have greatly delayed the advance of our 
own troops and have inflictod considerable casual­
ties on our troops. Small eroups of parachutists 
who had jumped into overgrown country made them-
selves noticed in a p Grticularly unpleasant manner. 
In the future this fact must be taken into account 
through the setting aside of security detachments 
in overy formation for thG purpose of guarding the 
zone of the advance and to give battle to appearing 
paratroops without creating a substantial delay of 
the marching troops. 

3) Italian coastal batteries at Syracuse were put out 
of action by para-and glidertroops. Further proof 
has thus been given to support the already existing 
order for all-around defence. ___________ _.,. ____ _ 
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The opinion has been strengthened that, in order 
to fight the enemy in his moment of greatest 
weakness, the reserve_formations must be committed 
as soon as tho direction of the landing, possibly 
even only in general, hns been discerned. These 
movem2nts must be ~re1ared and discussed with the 
allies in such a manner that troublesome con­
gestions will be avoided. 

5) The lunding of tho British and Americans against 
practically no defence of our own must not be per­
mitted to happen again. It is necessary that if 
possible at all, a part of tha artillery of the 
reserve division be used to oppose the landing. 

6) Not_fulu_motorized formations as well as not 
fully trained troops ar0 only conditionally useful 
for count2rattacks of a wide frame. Hhere thero 
is no railroad the commitment of non-motorized 
troops is an enormous burden to the commanders. A 
certain ratio betweon troops and vehicles therefore 
must not be exceeded. 

?) Water-and_land_mines must be used to a much greater 
degree since the British and Americans do not 
choose the most favourable spots for landings and 
the subsequent fighting. In this manner it is 
possible to protect exactly those areas which 
usually are only guarded by small forces. 

8) Once more it becomes necessary to ,2oint out the 
importance of digging in. Where it is not possible 
to do so owing to the lack of entrenching_tools 
or on account of rocky ground, artificial and well 
camouflaged cover must be created ·with sandbags 
ate. Woll timed nrovision of sandbags_as_well_as 
2rocurement of_fresh s~Qlies is unimportant 
function of tha commands. It is pointed out that 
sometimes mora, and moro disugreable injuries were 
caus~d by broken stones than by fragments of shells. 

9) It has been noted for the third time that in tho 
case of strong enemy air-and artillery superiority 
the wire communications break down just at the most 
critical moments of tho ongagement. It must be 
stated thQt commanders and troops are not fully 
conversant with the utilization of radio. It is 
therefore important that command by wireless be 
practised frequently during quiet periods. The 
importance of radio beam communications has again 
been demonstrated and th,3 lack of such equipment 
has made itself felt unpleasantly. 
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£· Re,ort of the Officer commanding 7th Signal-Intelli­
e;ence Bn. 
----------·-------... ----..-i-_____________ _. __ _ 

According to A~erican news~aper reports the American 
combinod fighter-div ebomber "A 26n is being used 
in Sicily iri h.r~~0 nu.. .... b0r•s for the first time. 
Accordinc to those re?orts the results are said to 
be very good sincG it combines the advantages of the 
Ju 8? with those of the f ighter plane, It has 
been dev0loped from th0 i

9Mustangn. 

?or the Corrys Command 
The Chief oi tho General Staff 

.3igned: RUNKEL 

Distribution list on draft, 
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A P P E N T'. 1 A "C" 

;~l E P O R T 

of 

Panzer Division "Hermann Goering" 

( Operations section - Ia) 

ON THE SICILIAi"f\J CAMPAIGN 

Translated from a copy anpear ing in GMDS - No 42243/6, 
Appendix Ko. 207 to War Diary of 16 Panzer Division 



-

• 

SECRET 

C O P Y 

Panzerdivision Hermann Goering 
-Ia- No. 552/43 secret 

Dlv H.Q., 24 Aug 43 

Brief Experience Report on tbe Fighting 

in Sicily 

I. E N E MY 

l) Neither command nor manner of fightinP.' excellerl_ in 
bola decisions or especial brevery of the British and 
P..mericFms, the me th oa. of f ightin~ ,Nas one of pronounced 
caution with mflssea employment of superior material. 

Whenever th.e enemy planneri to c1ttack he :9repared stron~ 
arty positions e.nc9 tried to "shoot out" our infantry. 
Somet5.nes riis fire 8ssumea t:re c:reracter of tre hea°V'r 
bArrAfes of the First ~~rorld r1ar. The enemy succeedeo 
in this "shootin6?: out" ~Mhenever our m•vn troops on 
account of the lsva or the rocky nature of the ground 
~ic not succeer in digging themselves in fast or oeep 
enourh. 

Conclusion: As soon as the troops hBve occupied n 
position they must dig in with all energy 
Hrigh t up to t:he neck". 

2) Tank tactics in the German sense, namely the commitment 
of massed 2rmour at the center of f.!-ravity, were not 
used by the enemy in Sicily, although this would have 
been 1.~1ell possible in the plain of Catania. The 
enemy employed the armour by assigning tanks to 
8Ccompany the infantry in the stren~th of about one 
conpany (maximum 16 tanks) and that on all parts of 
the front where the ground ~as reasonably favourable 
for the movement of arriour. The enemy did not seek 
out pronounced tank country. 

Conclusion: Anti-tank defences ~ust be installed 
wherever tanks might possiblJ come. 
Mobile anti-tank guns ana tank reserves 
must be heln in readiness. 

3) Tbe Infantry of tbe enemy does not know attack in 
the GerJ11an sense, but after hours of Prtv preparation 
advances halti~ly to occupy shot-up grounc=i. They 
shun close combat which only took place in a few ceses 

1 •.1here the enemy succeeded in outflankin~ our troops. 
The enemy attacks r(}fl_i_nly et niPht anc cono.ucts :11.inself 
very cleverly. The Britis~ are very sensitive to 
counter-Pttacks. iVherever counter-attacks were 
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executed with energy they succeeded in cleaning up 
local penetrations. 

Conclusion: Most important for the training of our 
infantry for battle witb the British: 
nipht fi~htinp, counter-8ttRcks in 
platoon snd company formation. 

4) Once the continuous front line hsa. ceased to exist 
as 8 result of the P. ttac!rn of the enemy on 0oth sia.es 
of Mount Etna, the enemy in very clever fashion tried 
time after time to turn our wings and to anpear in 
our backs furi nf! the night. In doing so the enemy 
scaled heights of up to'"- 6000 feet anc1 in the com­
paratively areat rapidity of bis advance through the 
mountains sh owed rerna rteble 8thletic accomplisbI!lents. 

Conclusion: Reconnaissance and protection of fl8nks 
and rear even in difficult country. 

5) Enemy reconnaissance was awkward and not elastic 
enough. The British and the Americans did not scout 
on foot but by vehicle ; in accorclnnce with Germen 
concepts this v-,ould have been correct only ss far 
as the plain of Catania. Disengagements of our ovm 
troops were never noticed right away by the enemy; 
evecy time he reconnoitered with tanks or scout cars 
that were al~nys put out of action. 

Conclusion: Leave armour-breaking arms 1~,i th the 
hindmost rearguards. 

6) The enemy Air Force had complete air supremacy, the 
damage done however is in no relation to the magnitude 
of the forces committed. Only on e few days din the 
enemy use the Air force like the ~ussians in support 
of the froun0 forces as close su~port airplenes. 
The enem:r confine~ his low-level ettacks to vehicle 
traffic on the su~ply routes, an~ usea massed hi~h­
altitude bombing for the ~estruction of localities ena 
the harassin.q: of supply traffic. '''Tith the lo-w-level 
attAcks the enemy hcd P certain Pmount of success 
because v•here th.ere were no anti-aircraft defences he 
put columns ::-ncl single vehicles on fire. However, his 
101 -flyin" eirplanes are exceedin~ly sensitive to 
a~t1-aircrnft fire. 

Ann the only result the enemy obtained with the high 
eltitude bornbing3w2s the complete aestruction of 
numerous localities. In no case di~ he succeea in 
causing a prolonged blocking of the roads. Even After 
Ranclazzo had been attacked 21 times in one cay with 
weves of 12 planes, it ~as possible to reopen this 
through traffic ofterAonly four hours. To be sure in 
this particular case special forces (including Engineers) 
had been held in readiness for the purpose. 

Conclusion: Light anti-oircraft arty shoula not be 
placed near the front lines tut along the 
routes of supply. Sufficiently large 
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forces (including inhabitents of the 
region) with engineers under the command 
of forceful officers must be used. to 
clear traffic lanes and especially 
localities . 

7) The Airborne and paratroo4s of the enemy fought 
without system. They ·were not co:mmited at centres 
of gravity. The reason for this may hAve been the 
fact thnt they had not yet received rnucb. training, 
At any rate the enemy succeeded in harassing ou~ 
troops vJi th his parechutists. 1'fherever th(Jee group~ 
who had jumpe a somewhere were attacked with energy 
it was possible to clean up the situetion very quickly. 

Conclusion: Every unit, every transport or other 

II.FR IE ND S 

column mu~t be trained to figh~ against 
enemy paratroops. Any u,.,,..,~.itinf to see 
what the enemy ·v.dll do 1

' is wrong in 
principle since it means that the enemy· 
f:-ains time for the r.efence of the forces 
th8t hPve m.ade· the jump. It is necessary 
to have the whole re8r arees systematice.lly 
combed by reserves, personnel of tr8nsport 
services ano alnrm formctions, even in 
fl.reas where no enemy have been seen. 

In Sicily the Italians virtually never gave battle and 
presumably they will not fight on the mainlAna either. 
Many units in Sicily, either led by their officers or 
on their own, marched off without firing a sin~le shot. 
Valuc1ble e qui:r.>ment fell into the hands of the enemy in 
undamaged condition. The good intentions of some 
comnrnnders and the good appearance of some off ice rs and 
non-cornnissioned officers must not leAd one to overlook 
the fact th2t 9010 of the Italian Army are cowards and 
do not want to fight. 

The best br8nch of the service is still the Artillery. 
Their firing-technique in certain cases is excellent. 
One arty ~etachment - and the only Italian formation 
in Sicily to ao so - fought valiantly with this division 
until the end of the retreat, shov1ing CO!lli"1J.en0able skill 
in gunnery. The ItaliBns fire on principle by unit, 
the same principle apnlies in our case too, but it is 
not followed ever~~here. 

But the mass of the Itelian arty vrill not differ from 
the other forme tions when the Itc1liBns are Amongst 
themselves. 1·1nen fra.mea by German units some small 
uni ts wi 11 fight. 

Conclusion: Future actions to be planne<l as if there 
were no Italians at all in the AreA. 
Its lian he RVY weapons v~h ich - as i! 
vrn 11 known - arc left beli.inc, rnus t be 
manned by our own ~ersonnel when it is 
impossible to force their gun-crews to 
fire even when surrounded by German units. 



. "' 

/ 

• 

• 
, 

- a -

Motor cyclists must never be allowed to 
proceed alone but must always be escorted 
by a side c3r-Pider with small-arm ready 
to fire. Italians must see as little as 
possible of our 0 1m positions, intentions, 
strength and formation . 

In summary j_t is to be noted that the experiences in 
Sicily did not reve9l anything new about the methods 
of command snd fi~hting of the enemy. With the greatest 
possible economy of human lives :.md when in strong 
numr:,rical su~ eriori ty, the enemy will apply his 
supurior resources of equipncnt and ammunition and 
his supremacy of the 3ir in sucl.!. a manner that success 
falls into his hands as a ripe fruit. The German 
soldier does not nesd to fear a threefold British­
.American superiority as long as he is favoured by the 
ground. 

It must therGfore be the concern of the hish com~and in 
Italy to choke off eneny landings in the initial stage 
through appropriate cornr.-titm2nts. Since the enemy is 
clever and quick in the execution of his landings, any 
formation which is held in readiness in the interior 
fo::.."' alternative possible landin;s Yrill arrive too late. 
Only v1here Germ.Bn soldiers are placed right on the 
coast will tt be possible with certainty to prevent 
an enemy landing. 

signed: Conrath 

For accuracy: 

signd. HalsGraeter 
Li'eut and Orderly Officer. 
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R E P O R T 

of 

A P P E N D I X unu 

15th GeI'P1.an Panzer Grenadier Division 

( Operations section - Ia 

ON THE SICILIAN CAT,IPAIGN 

Translated from a copy appearing in '1MDS - No 42243/6, 
Appendix No 239 to War Diary of 16th Panzer Division . 
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16 Panzer - Division Div H.Q., 7 Sep 43 
Ops sec Hr. 812-43 secret 

C O P Y of 
15 Pz Gren Div (new) Ia No 1068/43 seer of 4 Sep 43 . 

1) 

Experience report for the Campaign in Sicily 

Bri tish-Arnerican Methods of Fi .ghting: 

In General 

Before every attack .Jost careful reconnaissance and 
preparation with heavy weapons. Our ov.rn thin lines 
were penetrated by recce patrols, often up to company 
strength, provided with good and handy radiotelephones 
and assisted by details from advance arty observ­
ation posts. During daytime thorough recce in 
front of our own main battle lines with armour up 
to 20, some of them armoured scout cars. Armoured 
vehicles, under the protection of heavy tanks from 
a distance of 1500 - 2000 metres, advance right into 
closest proximity of our main battle line. 

In attack, intention to save blood by use of con­
siderable material. Any heights on which there 
might possibly be positions, even in the depth of 
the main battle zone, are cover2d with sudden con­
centrations of fire from all calibres. 

In the case of tank attacks they advance first into 
the middle distance before our main battle line in 
order to draw the fire of our defences. The Infantry 
is usually carried on vehicles within the range of 
our own arty, then advances in loose formations. 
Attacks are supported by heavy •reapons, expecially 
vJ'ith fire concentrations from medium and heavy mortars. 

The rule to shun the highest mountain tops and to 
occupy lower heights further ahead has proven itself 
During the night it is necessary to change positions 
and to guard all valleys, ravines and depressions. 

Time of attacks: Frequently about 2 hours before 
nightfall ·with the atteMpt to zain his successes 
throu::sh bypassin6 of heights wt.ich are neutralized by 
arty fire. Rarely attacks in the early hours of the 
morning. Chooses moon-lit ni3hts for attack. 

Owing to his rigid tactical doctrine the eneCTy did 
in no instance succeed in exploiting favourable 
positions won in battle. ~hen an attack failed the 
adversary disengaged himself Jnd reformed in assem-
bly positions far avvay from our advanced lines • 
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In Particular 

Infantry 
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Good soldier material. En3lish and Canadians harder 
in the attack than the Americ3ns. In general fair 
ways of fighting. In fielfcraft (Indianerkrieg) 
superior to our own troops. Very mobile at night, 
surprise break-ins, clever infiltrations at night 
with small groups between our strong points. 

On the whole the American infantry especially is 
far inferior to the German. Sensitive to artillery 
mortar fire and tanks. Inxn.edi.ate counter-attacks of 
2ven numerically inferior detachments of our own 
troops alvmys succeeded. Shun close combat. De­
termined leadership can co::::!.pensate for many in­
feriorities of numbers and material. 

Artillery 

Enemy arty far superior in numbers and ammunition. 
In spite of considerable expenditure of aPr~unition 
"-Ne had relatively few casualties ,-vith the exception 
of areas where rocky ground made it impossible to 
dig in. Artillery, since not hindered by aircraft 
precautions, was led cleverly an~ shot well. Con­
centrations of fire from battalion and brigade 
formations. Intermittent harassing fire from heavy 
long-range arty by day and night far into the rear 
are3s (on road junctions, winding roads and 
localities), ~ith relatively small results how­
ever. 

High- burst ranging, sc1oke or incendiary ammunitions. 
Also in action fr8quent use of incendiary am.~un­
ition to fight artillery. 

Anc;lo-.American arty-recce mainly by sound and 
very good. Arty-recce aviation available in 
sufficient numbers. Use of arty groups exclusiv­
ely to combat arty since amI1:unition plentiful. 
Scattered fire \ri th high expenditure of ammunition 
on all areas vhere gun positions or observation 
posts might possibly be. 

Very good and sturdy radio equipment, excellent 
direction finding, advanced observation posts and 
arty-recce details in sufficient numbers ,vi th 
inf and rri th definite tasks. 

Very elastic and clever observations posts, some­
times far advanced ·without any protection from 
infantry. Expenditures of ammunition inconceivable 
for German circumstances, e.g. firing of whole groups 
on single scouts. 

c) Armour 

Owing to the mountainous nature of the area armour 
on the whole is confined to action on the roads and 
the ground iAf1ediately beside the road. The .American 
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carries out sudden tank attacks mainly along the 
roaas after short, violent arty preparation. 

Formation of the attack: Armoured point, 8-10 
light "General Stuart" tanks •with an attacking 
speed of about .50 km, firing continuously with guns 
and U!.Gs 11rhile travelling. Follo1:ved by heavy 
tanks . 

Initial shock effect upon our own troops. But 
with determineo action of close combat groups, anti­
tank guns and flanking attacks by our own tanks 
alvrays bound to fail. Enemy has anti-tank for­
mations too. The .American avoids when possible 
fighting tank against tank. Armoured rearguards 
v,rill generally not be attacked by American tanks 
at night. The cross-country nobility of Americsn 
tanks at night is amazingly great. Fighting value 
smaller than that of our armoured formations . 
.American tank formations nearly al·ways abandon 
attacks after relatively light initial losses. 

American fighter-bo~bers are excsedingly active in 
the search for tanks in assembly positions. Best 
possible camouflage, absolute obliteration of all 
traces, placing of guards to ensure disciplined 
behaviour of all crews, will go far, even without 
active anti-aircraft defences, to prevent enemy 
attacks on assembly positions . .American fighter 
bombers have repeatedly maQe low-flying attacks on 
armour iNi th out success. Fj_ghting enemy aircraft 
with the turret :machine gun caused them frequently 
to turn away. 

d) Air Force 

Complete enem~r , mastery of the air. Heavy use of 
fighter 1:)o:mbers ·with bomb and aircraft armament, 
mostly against supply traffic. Attacks on columns 
as well as on single vehicles. Excellent flying 
1Ari th very good use of ground (hedge-hopping) . 
Ceaseless air-recce, use of bonber formations at 
centers of gravity, on localities, bridges, defiles 
and supply depots. Lively air activity at night also. 
Decr23sed air-activity up to about one and one half 
hours after daybreak and during the early dusk. At 
night parachute flares folloved by bombing. During 
moon-lit nights also lovv level attacks with bombs 
and aircraft armaments on col11mns and individual 
vehicles. The initial elan of the opposing pilots, 
who attacked partly from low levels or with nearly 
vertical diving attacks, was noticeably danpened 
as a consequence of the high number of planes shot 
down in the first days. 

The 2-cm anti-aircraft gun proved itself as a 
valuable ·weapon. Against various armoured types, 
e.g. Curtiss-Tomahawk and rustang, the incendiary­
explosive shell No 40 was .found to be of insufficient 
power Of penetration. 
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0wn conclusions: _,.__ -..... 
_.,,..-,- .. 

Excellent c~lage, absolute security from dis­
turbance for battl$~arters through the 
creation of a wide barred zo11e with guards who at 
the same time are serving ~s air sentinels and 
warning service, have been very successful and have 
facilitated the work of the staffs. On every 
halt installation of slit tr enches as a .matter of 
course. In a country so lacking ih cover they also serve 
the troops f ollowin-s later on. Traffic wherever 
possible only at night and without lights; during 
the day only bf single v,....,ehicles ·with aircraft spotters 
on each vehicle. 

• j 

In the c 3s e of att acl~ :trom lo-w flying planes 
immediate stop, a cJ...,,..,.,.,......._.,.t o v-ehicle and firinf:l' 
upon enemy craft w1 th :· all arms. The "Lightnin.Q'a

0 

has shown itself to be particul rly vulnergble
0

to 
fire. Fir on aircraft with a available weapons 
including small arms. ( One HLigh ing" was do1:vned' 
with a sub-machine gun.) 

In spite of causing occasional hindrance affic 
it has been f. , to be go ractice to lea e 'd. cles 
that have been burne out or rendered useless throuJ. 
low-level at ~a cks, n the side of the road, as the 
enemy attack o ,_ s same vehicles time and again, 
in some case , whole s-warms of aircraft. 

Firing positions not to be near easily inflammable 
objects (heaps ·of straw, stubble fields, underbrush), 
as a safeguard against incendiary ammunition and 
canisters of phosphorus. Munition in emplacements 
to be well dis~ributed, vehicles with alcohol and 
ammunition to be parked ·well away from other parking 
places. VJhGn travelling maint3in good distances, · 
during the day 300 metres, at night at least 100 metres. 

Intense air recce by lovr-flying aircraft may point to 
special intentions of the opponent in the sector 
concerned. -

In spite of the ceaseless employment of the air force 
the campaign has proven that the air force alone can 
not force decisions in battle. After initial losses 
the troops did ad.apt themselves to the air superiority 
of the enemy to a degrse that could never bp reached 
in training. 

Own Experiences 

Frequent lapses of vi~ilance as a result of over­
exertion and over-fatigue. Organization of combat-zone 
observation with smallest number possible and vd th 
frequent reliefs especially important. Rifles with 
telescopic sights desirable equipment promising 
particularly good results in vie-w of the cautious 
manner of fighting of the opponents. Own 7.5-cm and 
7.62-cm anti-tank guns in mountainous territory of 
insufficient manoeuvreability. Mortars have proven 
to be especially useful in mountain regions, Difficulties 
in finding arty positions for ourselves owing to enemy 
air superiority. 
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Our o,Nn demolitions and road-blocks were overcome 
rather quickly by the enemy as a result of his reat 
superioDity in material. Only aft er t h e demolitions 
h9d roached a certain depth through our with-
drawal could a more definite retarding effect be 

' observed . 

The laying of mines, including str~y mines and ample 
use of anti-personnel mines contributed noticeably 
to tho delaying of the enemy's advance. 

Our ot•m troops experienced high casualties from 
malaria. The supply service for casualties was 
madG difficult through the constant 3ir attacks on 
the ambulances ... The placing of a Red Cross sign 
of the largest possible size vrith tho sign of the 
Red Cross over the whole roof and the sides has proven 
effective. Deliberate attack on ambulances by low­
flying aircraft was only noticed in isolated 
instances. 

Telephone lines were sabotaged frequently. Radio 
communications wer~ rendered completely impossible 
between 1900 hrs and 0400 hrs through atmospheric 
disturbances. Radio stations of any kind always 
to be located far away from co~,1..m.and - or observation 
posts. 

3) Peculiarities o~_ fighting i~_J_!'le mountains 

4) 

In spite of insufficient equirient and of being unused 
to mountain narfare our troops adapted themselves 
comparatively well to the situation. Difficulties 
especially v1i th the i.,vater supp·1_y. The mountainous and 
intersected country was favourablG for withdrawals. 
Limitation of the possibilities for gun emplacements 
through ground impassable for arty. Radius of wireless 
transmission reduced in mountains. Wireless equipment 
to be locat ed on heights as far as possible. 

Co-operation with the Italians_ 

Only to a small degree w3s it possible to work together 
with the Italians. The infantry, moderately well led, 
insufficiently eauipped with heavy infantry weapons and, 
in accordance with national ch:Jrscter showing little 
soldierly deportnent, w3s soon represented on the front 
by. a few units only. 
Great inclination to desert. 
Much better was tho coll3boration vri th the artillery. 
Under German ?ommand (Joint ob2Prvation posts, ranging 
by German officers), the Itdlian arty fought well even 
under heavy arty fire from the enemy. Close co-operation 
after initial mistrust had been overcome. 
The average Italian artillery officer is reasonably 
well trained. The conception of the advanced 
observation post with the infantry is unknown to them. 
Fire is map fire from emplacements. Italian artillery, 
badly equipped with signal equipment. To a large 
~egree equipped with obsolete types of guns. Great 
dispersion, therefore usually only area fire possible. 



APPENDIX ttE" 

GERMAN FORMATIONS DEFENDING ASSORO AND L~ONFORTE 

In Report No 135, para 89, the defence of Assoro 
and Leonforte has been ascribed to 1 Pz Gren Regt (15 Pz Gren 
Div). ~he information had been taken from Hist Sec 
File/1 Cdn Inf Div /L/F, Int Sum~ -:.ary No 5, 23 Jul. 

The reports of O.B.S. s0em to confirm that the 
action was carried out by elements of 15 Pz Gren Div. 
No evidence has been found, however, to indicate that 
15 Pz Gren Div had elements other than 104, 115 and 382 
Regiments. Until additional information becomes avail­
able it might be well to say that Assoro and Leonforte 
were defended by elements of 15 Pz Gren Div. 

The situation map of the Italian Commando 
Supremo, for 23 Jul, shows the Livorno Division as 
holding a sector of abou~• 25 miles between H.G. Div 
and 15 Pz Gren Div. In ' a sense that may have been 
true, but the few relevant captured documents of H.G. 
Div show that 3 Para Regt haq -been dispatched into 
this area to close the gap resulting from the progressive 
disintegration of Livorno Division. 

VVhether at the same time the remnants of 1 Pz 
Gren Regt H.G. Div were sent as far West as Leonforte 
can not be ascertained at the moment; it is certain 
however that this regiment at the tir1e in question was 
exactly in the depleted condition described in the 
documents captured by 1 Cdn Inf Div. 

(G.M.D.S. - E.IJ-. Div) 




