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THE ITALIJl.N CAMP .. UGN 
n ormat on rem 

All i ed Operations 
in Par ticul ar 

• I C-L:;- 1101 ID~ 
R E P 0 R T NO . 20 ~ f . ~DH03-3 

HISTORICAL SECTI ON ( G . s .%;~_2 7jg'Nfi* ND~ 
ARMY HEADQ,UARTERS 

INTRODUCTORY 

1 . Canadian operations in Ital y from January to 
the end of June 1944 have been dealt with in Reports Nos . 121, 
143 , 158 , 160 , 178 and 179 . The present report sets forth the 
relevant information that has become available from German 
sources for the period from January 1944 to the Fall of Rome 
on 4 Jun 44. Information from enemy sources , gathered to round 
off the picture of earlier phases of the Italian Campaign, has 
been presented in Hist Sec Reports Nos . 14 (Si cily) and 18 
(Southern Italy ). 

2. A large amount Of information concerning the wider 
aspects of the campaign has come to hand as a byproduct of the 
search for items of specifically Canadian interest . Where it vas 
felt that it might be of some historical interest, such material 
has been included; a balanced or complete presentation, however , 
of the br oader picture could not be attempted within the framew-1arlt: 
this report . 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

J. The majority of the documents on which the present 
report is based were lent to Hist Sec (G. S.) by the German 
Mil itary Documents Section in Washington, D. C. Many of the 
more significant documents have been photostateg . In all oases 
where a photostatic copy or a translation is being permanently 
ret ained, the first reference to the document is followed by the 
H.s. Master Index Number. 

4. The unbroken series of the War Diaries of the 
German Tenth Arm:y' was once more the most valuable and complete 
s ource of information . .Material from higher levels was either 
unavailable or fragmentary; a noteworthy exception being a 
narrative based on the entries and ap~endices to the War Diarf 
of thg Armed Forces Operations Staff (Wehrmachtsfuehrungsstab ). 
A photostatic copy is being retained of that part of this document 
which deals with the Ital ian Campaign in April , May and June 1944 
(981AlO.(Dll); 99 pages). A translation of the portion dealing 
with the Allied Offensive in May 44 appears as Appendix "k" to 
this report {981Al.O.(Dll) . The narrative in question was pre­
pared during the war by the official war diarist of the Armed 
For ces Oper ations Staff, Major Ritter Percy v . Schramm, previously 
pr of essor of history at the University of Goettingen . I t is 
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r elatively free from the r ationali zations and l aps es of memory 
which inevitably appear ed in the narratives that were written 
at a l ater date from memory by high ranking pr isoner s of war. 

(G. M. D. S. - v . Schramm , Narrative based on War Diery of IJ'llled Force 
Oper ations Starr, The Italian Theatre of War, l ~pr - 31 Dec 1944; 
uncatalogued at time of wr iting) 

5. Documents from divisional and l ower levels wer e 
not on hand; it i s believed that they were stored by the Germans 
in what is now the Russian zone , and that they Will remain 
unavailable in consequence . 

SITUATION OF TINTH ARMY BEFO~ TEE 
ALLIED LANDINGS AT _A.NZIO (22 Jan 44) 

6. The present report is a sequel to H.s . Report 
No . 18, which deals with the picture of the operations as seen 
by the enemy up to the hal t in the offensive oper ations of l Cdn 
Inf Div after the capture of Torre Mucchia (north of Ortona) 
on 4 Jan 44. 

7. The German Commander-in-Chief for the Italian 
theatre of war was General Field Marshal Albert Kesselring . The 
German winter line from Monte Scauri on the Tyrrhenian Sea to 
Torre Mucchia on the Adriatic was def ended by the Germ.an Tenth 
A:rmy under the command of Col- Gen Heinrich v. Vietinghoff.~ EE 

8 . One of the very few available documents dealing 
with the numerica l strength of the German for ces in Central Italy 
contained the following data : 

15 Jan 44 

Tenth Army 
Fourteenth Army 
l Para Corps 
Under dir ect command of O. B. ffiV 

and in hospitals 
German General in Rome*E£ 

In round figures 

150,000 
71,000 
24 , 000 

21,000 
5 , 000 

To simplify references to these two Conmianders; their 
headquarters or the orders emanating therefrom, the follow­
ing a bbreviations have been used where suitable : 

O. B. SW for Kesselr ing 
A. O.K.10 for v .Vietinghoff 

1Hf The subsequent employment of the German Fourteenth .Army at 
.Anzio, and the formation and employment of the Armeegruppe 
v . Zangen in Northern Italy ar e being deel t with in 
l ater paragraphs . 

EDE Pl enipotentiar y Representative of the German fJ'Dle d Forces 
in Italy, General of the Infantry Rudolf Toussaint . 
(Bevollmaechtigter Gener al der deutschen Wehrmacht in 
Italian) For a description of the functions of this officer 
s ee : 981 CS . (D2) (Ger man Chain of Command in the Italian 
theatre of war) 
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These figures s eem to indicate that the Fifteenth Allied il.rmy 
Group in January 1944 was opposed by ground forces of about 
270,000 men . A photostatic copy and a translation of the 
document ar e being permanently r etained ( 981Al.O. ( Dl2) ) • Tho 
figures given in t he document seem to have been quite conservative 
the strength report of Tenth l1I1IJY for l Jan 44 gives the total 
stren6th as 168 , 215 and the fighting strength as 88 ,491 (9811J.O. 
(DlJ )) . It must be noted that this r eport included the ground 
forces of the Luftwai'fe, Waffen S.S . and Auxiliar y Volunteer s under 
command of tho l'i:rm.y ."JI. 

(G.M. D.S. - 75138/28, O. B. SW , Int files., 15 Jan 44; 42092/21, 
Tenth .Army , w. D. 4 , vol "B" Of Appx , Appx 206 , 10 Jan 44) 

9. Infor mation r egarding the number of divi sions 
connnitted or r equested by Tenth Army appear ed in a for mal 
memorandum cover ing the various points that had been discussed 
by O. B. SW on the occasion of a conference with his lirmy Commanders 
on 6 Jan 44. Regarding the number of formations employed and to 
be employed in Italy, Kesselring stated that he had requested the 
following: 

a) Ei ght infantry 
divisions 

b ) Two armoured 
divisions 

c) 'l\vo armoured 
divisions 

d) Three infantry 
divisions 

e) Two i nf'antry 
divisions 

(to be formed) 

f) Two infantry 
divisions 

(already in the front line ) 

To be held near the front as 
operational.reserves. 
(Hitl er line and Adriatic 
sector) 

For the Rome area 

For the Genoa - Piombino 
area 

For the ~driatic coast 

For security and pacification 
of Istria 

Kesselring estimated hi s t otal requirement s as 19 di visions. 
He commented : 

I have 17 divisions actuallt. at my disposal (after 
the arrival of 114 Jg Div and the pending departure 
of 90 Pz Gren Div and H. G. Pz Piv), namely: 

nine infantry divisions 
four panzer or panzer gr enadier divisions 
one parachute division 
three infantry divisions (in formation) 

The Armed Forces High Command has promised not to 
withdraw any further forces f r om the area of O.B .~N ; 

it has del ayed the departure of 90 Pz Gren Div until 

J£ Referenc·es are grouped in order at the end of each para­
graph. 
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l Mar at least, and has indicated that 16 s.s . Pz 
Gren Div, after haVing been brought up to strength, 
will be ~laced under the command of O.B. S\V. 
( 981.AlO. ( Dl4} )lf 

(G. M. D.S. - 42092/21, Tenth Army, w. D. 4, vol ''B" of Appx, Appx 
125a , 14 pages , 6 Jan 44) 

10. A schematic Order of Battle of Tenth Army , giving 
a compl ete picture of the formations and units under its command, 
i ncluding G.H. Q. t roops, was issued on 4 Jan 44. A photostatic 
copy and a t r anslation of the document appear as ~".ppendix "B" 
to this r eport (981Al.O . (Dl27)) 

(G.M.D.S. • 42092/20, Tenth J.:rmy, W. D. 4, vol "A" of Appx , 
i'.ppx 88 a, b and c, 4 Jan 44) 

11. On the JU.lied side, the Eighth Army was depl oyed 
in the 1\.driatic sector of the f r ont from the Maiella mountains 
to the sea. It was opposed by the forces of 76 Pz Corps , 
comprising the following divisions: 

1 Para Div 
90 Pz Gren Div 
26 Pz Div 
334 Inf Div 

h gr~phic picture of the dispositions and lines of the Corps 
at the beginning of January is being r etained in the form of 
a photostatic co py of the _· .. driatic section of Tenth lir.ey' a 
s1tuation map for 5 · Jan 44 (981A10(Dl5}) . 

(G. M.D.S. - 42092/26, Tenth f .:rmy, W. D. 4, vol I of sit maps , 
5 Jan 44) 

12. Some additional information regarding the Ger man 
Corps facing the Eighth Army was contained in a l etter sent 
to ~enth Army by General Traugott Herr (Comdr 76 Corps} on 
6 J an 44. Herr said he intended to hold the Corps in t he fore­
fi eld of the For o position (par a 13 below) as long as possible , 
1n order to carry out improvements o~ the line which had been 
held up by frost and snow . Regardix:g :present and fUture fighting 
strength of the Corps he sup:plied t he following figures:u HlD£ 

t..n appendix to this document deals with the .Ulied methods 
of carrying out l endings and with the lessons l earned 
therefrom {ibid). 

~w Fighting str ength (Gefechtsstaerke) means : Total actual 
strength l ess :· Personn.::il on leave; sick and wounded; 
on command; "tr ains" (soldiers i n charge of transport, 
baggage, horses, etc ). (G.M. D. S. - 75138/1 , O. B.SW , 
21 Jan 44) 

*EE· "Normally the differ ence between actual strength and 
fight ing strength should not be gr~ater than 200 men 
per battalion". (G. M. D.S. - 42092/21, Tent}l A.rlny, W.D. 4 , 
Appx 125a , 6 Jan 44) 
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In Main Battle Line on 6 Jan 44 

1 Para Div 
90 Pz Gren Div 
26 Pz Div 
334 Inf Div 

76 Pz Corps 

J,098 
2,298 
3,433 
5.,410 

14,239 

Length of fronts 
Number of 

battalions 
Fighting strength 
Machine guns 
Heavy weapons 
Infantry guns 
f.i.Ilti -tnnk guns 

44 k:ms 

29 
14,239 
1,514 
297 
57 
119 

Fighting Strength after reaching Foro Line 
( 26 Pz Div behind the Foro line on the .~driatic coast as 
operational r eserve; 90 Pz Gren Div replaced by J Pz Gren Div); 

1 Para Div 3,176 Length of fronts 46 kms 
3 Pz Gren Div 5,109 Number of 
334 Inf Div 5 ,128 battalions 26 

Fighting strength 13,413 
Machine guns 1~367 

In Foro Heavy weapons 2 2 
position 13,413 Infantry guns 40 

.tmti-tank guns 117 

The above figures have been taken from a detailed tabulation 
which was appended to the letter in question . (98lll0. (Dl6)) 

{G. M. D.S . - 42092/21, Tenth .Army , w. n. 4, vol !'B" of L.ppx, 
1\.ppx 128b, 6 Jan 44) 

13. The so-called "Foro" position (extending from the 
Maiella mountains to the sea) wes the Adrintic portion of the 
German Winter Line and consisted of a system of successive· 
defence lines which were connected by switch lines (Riegel­
stellungen} . The exact location of these various lines was 
shown on a mep which wes submitted to Tenth ~.rmy by 76 Pz Corps 
on 11 Jan . A photostatic co~y of the ma~ and the accompanying 
letter are being retained {9811\.10,(Dl7J) . Fl-om the l s tter 
1 t can be seen that the tr.Annan line was the nearest one to 
the 1\.llied forces, and that the "Bertha" and "Cornelius" 
lines were r esistance lines for the purpose of delaying the 
ultimate withdrawal to the main defence line.w EE Originally 
it had been planned thet the "Emile 0 line should be the main 
position; but after fUrther caretul reconnaissance it was 
decided thnt the "Fore " line should be the main defence position. 
T!lie "Friedrich" line was the l ast line of the whole defence 
system, and was to be completed only after the actual For o 
line , which was to be defended decisively , had been built up 
to a point where construction f orces could be spared without 
detriment to the main construction work . 

(G.M.n.s; - 42092/22, Tenth 1...rmy , w. D. 4, vol "0" of Appx , 
Appx 223, 11 Jan 44) 

This letter was written by Col Graf v.Klinkowstroem, G.s . c ., 
who had followed Col Schmidt v.Al.tenstadt as temporary 
c. of s. 76 Fz Corps during the illness of the permanent 
c. of s ., Col Fritz Runkel, G.s. c . 

EE "The Foro position will be arranged in such a manner that 
e~emy penetrations can be localized and will not force 
the abandonment of the whole position ." (G..,M. n .s . -
4~092/2l., Tenth Army, w.n. 4, vol "B" of Appx, Appx 185, 
tel cons 9 Jan 44 1820 hrs, Wentzell - Klinkowstroem) 
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14. Tho tacticnl situation of Tenth krmy was r e-
fl ected in an order issued by General v . Vietinghoff on 11 J an . 
It described the manner in which the withdrawal to the Gustav 
position was to be carried out : 

••• In the ovent of attacks by far super ior enemy 
forces, a step by step withdrawal to the Gustav 
position will be carried out ••• K 

A synopsis of this order in the War Diary of Tenth i'.:rmy r eads: 

It is important t o gain as much time as possible 
for the improvement of the Gustev position ; in view 
of the hee.vy casualties that have been experienced 
it is also important that no further heavy casualties 
should be incurred bef or e the majn position is reached. 

(G. M.D. S. - 42092/22, Tenth ,Army, w. n~ 4, vol "C" Of Appx , 
Appx 222, 11 J an 44; 42092/19, Tenth ll:rmy, W.D. 4, 11 Jan 44) 

15. On 15 Jan , one week before the Allied landing 
at Anzio , the view held at Kess elring's headquarters was tha t 
no major landing operation by the Allies was to be expected 
for some time . Telephone conversation C. of s. A. O. K. 10 -
O.B.SW:~ 

15 Jan 1030 hrs 

Westphal: ••• After a long interrµption, it again became possible 
yesterday t o photograph the harbour of Bizerta. Only 
a small number of vessels suitable for landing 
oper ations was observed . We know beyond any doubt 
that very few l anding craft are avail able in Italy 
and Malta and on the eastern coast of Algeria. They 
are either on the northern co?st of Sicily; in the 
eastern Mediterranean; or they have passed through 
the Suez Canal. On the whole I consider a large­
scale landing operation as being out of the question 
for the next four to six weeks. 

(G.M.D. S. - 42092/22, Tenth Ji:rmy, w~n~ 4, vol "C" of 1..ppx, Appx 
299, page 11 , 15 Jan 44) 

16. In the middle of J anuary. Tenth Army was mainly 
occupied with an extensive program of regrouping and formation 
of reserves . The consequent vulner ability of the front r eached 
its maximum on 15 Jan . When the A:rmy ' s c. of S. telephoned 
C. of S . O. B. ffiV a t 2245 hrs , he s a i d : 

A photographic r eproduction on a reduced scale is being 
retained of a largo German map showine the course of the 
Gustav line in detail. (981Al0 . (Dl34J) 
(G.M.D.S. - 52071/ 17, Tenth Army , W. D. 5, En.gr Reps , · 
1 Feb - 31 Mar 44) 

EI c·. Of s • Ten th Army : 
c. Of s. O.B.SW: 

Maj - Gen Fritz Wentzell 
Lt-Gen Si egfried Westphal 
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.t .. t the moment things here look wild; everything is on 
the move; 15, 44, 71, H.G., 5 , 3 and 305 Divs . 

(G.M.D.S. - 42092/22, Tenth 1..rmy, W, D. 4, vol "C" Of Appx, 
Appx 299 , page 23, 15 Jan 44) 

17. An order from O. B.SW to the fighting formations 
on 14 Jan 44 did not presage any particular developments, but 
exhorted the troops to greater tenacity, and criticized the 
officers of certain formations which had not produced results 
that could be compared with those of the best formations. 
The main theme of the order was summarized in the phrase: 
"The 'Gustav - Foro' position will be held." In a formal, hand­
signed postsc~ipt the commander of Tenth 1.:rmy added that many 
Gennan soldiers had des erted to the enemy. Para J of the post­
script read: 

In the event of a soldier being so devoid of honour 
as to desert to the enemy , in future the most severe 
measures against his falllily will be taken. (981LlO. (Dl8) 

(G.M.D. s . - 58533/7 , Tenth Army, Files of Sen Arty Comdr, lah .44 ) 

18. On 17 Jan 44, two battalions of 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
{5 Cdn Armd Div) carried out a demonstration in the "Arielli" 
sector of the Ortona salient. (C.M. H.Q. Report No. 178, para 6 ). 
The Germans realized the diversionary character of the under­
taking and continued with their program of moving artillery 
components of 76 Pz Corps to the western part of the front. 
The "Arielli" engagement was reflected in the War Draiey .Df ':PQnth ~ 
by the following entry: 

17 Jan: In the area of 1 Para Div the enemy attacked after 
heavy artillery preparation (20,000 rounds in the 
afternoon alone) in various places during t he whole 
day, and was repul:.Sed . A temporary penetration was 
eliminated in a ·counterattaok . The action was appar ent­
ly a diver sion. 

1 Para Div reported 27 killed and 36 wounded on that day. 

(G.M.D.S. - 42092/23, Tenth Army, W. D. 4, vol "D" of Appx1 ~ppx 357, page 3, 17 Jan 44; ibid tel cons 16, 17 and 18 Jan; 42092/19 
Tenth tixmy, w.D. 4, 17 Jari°44) 

19. The records of the telephone conversations for 
these days show that a certain a.mount of speculation was going 
on regarding the Canadian forces in the Adriatic sector: 

18 Jan 44 1920 hrs 

Wentzell to Westphal: 76 Corps tells me that 5 Cdn 
Ar md Div has been identified. 
It is not yet clear whether it 
is r elieving or reinforcing 
1 Cdn Inf Div. 

19 Jan 44 1910 hrs . v . Vietinghoff - Kesselring .. -

K: The situation up there has become l ess acute owing 
to the fact that 1 Cdn Inf Div and N~Z. Div have 
been relieved. 
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v .V: I do not know this . 

K: But it is in your r eport thot the two brigades 
have been r elieved. We neod not be afraid that 
anything will happen 'there; they are unseasoned 
troops and we can easi ly cope with them. 

v . V: They all want to show their wares . 

K: The trial runs of gr een troops are nothing 
famous. 

19 Jan 44 1045 hrs 

Wentzell : It looks as if l Cdn Inf Div were leaving . 
But i t i s a strange business to relieve an 
i nfantry division by an armoured division . 
The result will be that he will then have 
two armoured divisions and only one infantry 
formation up there . 

Westphal: We do not know what's in his mind . 

(G.M. n.s . - 42092/23 , Tenth Army, w.n. 4 , vol "D" of .Appx , tel 
cons , 18 - 21 Jan 44 1 

20 . Although i t was taken for granted that 5 Cdn 
f.rmd Div had appeared in the /,.d.riatic sector , Major Ludwig 
v .Koekritz , G.s .c ., Intelligence Officer a t A. O.K. 10, was 
unable to obtain a positive ident i fication for some time. In 
the monthl y Intelligence report for January 1944 , dated 6 Feb 44 , 
the fo l lowing statement appear ed: 

Canadian Corps pr esumably under command of the 
Canadian ArmY Corps . 4 Ind Div r elieved 2 N. Z. Div. 
The whereabouts of the latter is unknown. 1 Cd.n Inf 
Div has been moved southwards and 11 Bde 5 Cdn Div 
appeared in the coastal area. Despite the fact that 
a consider able number of prisoners was made , up to 
now it has not been possible to find out whether it is 
an infantry or an armour ed division. l"i.S hither to the 
division has only been committed with one brigade . it 
would be reasonable to assume that it is an armoured 
di vision. 

(G . M. n . s . - 42092/31 , Tenth 1.:rmy , w.n. 4, vol "C" of Appx , Int 
r ep for Jan 44)* 

I The Appendices to the monthly report of the Headquar ters 
Intelligence and Propaganda section of Tenth Army contain 
many documents r evealing German methods of psychological 
warfare . Photostatic copies of two pro~ganda leaflets 
that were specially edit ed for and addressed to Canadian 
sol diers are being permanently reta ined. These exampl es 
of scurrilous writing had been prepared at the beadquarter s 
of o. B. SW. They were made available in quantities Of 140 , 000 
and 150, 000; how many were actuall y dropped or distributed 
is not apparent. (981Al0, (Dl9)) . 

(G.M. D.S . ~ 42092/31 , Tenth Army , w. D. 4, vol "0" of Appx , 
Appx M 015 - l 44 and AJ 16 - 1 - 44 , Int r eps for 
Jan 44) 
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21. On 18 Jan, under the command of Fifth Army, 
5 Brit Inf Div had launched its large-scale attack on the 
Gustav line.. The initial shock succeeded well . Marshal Kessel­
ring took a. grave view of the situation, and called it "the 
greatest crisis yet encountered!' • He decided to muster all. 
reserves within reach , to stop and counteract the Allied advance . 
The r ecords of the numerous telephone conversations during these 
days give a clear picture of the steps taken by o .• B. SW and 
A. O.K. 10. It is quite obvious that Kesselring was deceived ,anibel::kMr 
the attack ID.tho Garigliano sector to be the principal action 
of the current phase. German air reconnaissance as well as 
Intelligence had failed to create in his mind a true picture 
of the Allied dispositions and intentions . Thus it happened 
that Kesselring permitted himself to become f'ully absorbed 
in the task of coping with the battle in progress. During the 
four days preceding the landings at Anzio, he made only one 
fl eeting remark concerning the possibility of an event of this 
nature. The landings at Anzio came as a complete surprise, 

(G.M.D. S. - 42092/23 , Tenth Army, w.n. 4t vol "D" Of Appx, 
tel cons 18 ~ 21 Jan 44) 

SITUATION OF TENTH ARMY AFrER THE 
ALLIED LANDnms AT .ANZIO (22 Jan 44) 

2~. Due to the urgent need at the beachhead for all 
the troops that could possibly be spared from Tenth Army; further 
counter- attacks in the Garigliano sector were now out of the 
question. over all roads leading towa~ds AnZio , German units 
were speeding to the scene of the battle that would l ead either 
to tne containing of the landing forces, or to the collapse 
of the right wing of Tenth Army and an immediate threat to 
Rome. * Whil e the issue was still in doubt, German anxiety 
found its best expression perhaps in Hitler ' s order to change 
the designation "Fuehrer Ri egel" at once . 

Westphal: •• • By t he way , we may not call the "Fuehrer 
Riegel" by that name any more; the 
Fuehrer has forbidden it • •• 

~'entzell: We might call it "Senger Riegel" . 

Signal A. O.K.10 to 14 Pz Corps , 24 Jan 44: 

Effective immediately the designation "Jfuehrer Rie$el " 
will be r eplac ed by "Senger Riagel". (981Alo •. (D20)) 

(G.M. D.S. - 42092/24, Tenth Army, w.n. 4, vol "E" Of Ap~x , 
Appx 470 , tel cons 23 Jan 44 ; ibid , Appx 491, 24 Jan 44) 

23. The reaction of General v . Senger to the desig-
nation of tho position as ns enger Riegel" is not known . The 
situation was not without irony, as v . Senger had been openly 

~ A detailed study of the information from German sources 
regarding the German operations at Anzio has been pre­
pared by a combined .American, British and Canadian team. 
(981 . 013 (D? )) (G. M. D.S . , Washington , D.C . , 1946 "The 
Gorman Oper at ions at Anzio") 
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critical of the position . The minutes of a conference with 
c. of s . Tenth Axmy on 29 Jan contain tho folloWing entry: 

Commander 14 Fz Corps reports his situation. He 
condemns the "Senger Riegel" as tacti cally ill­
conceived and refuses even to consider falling 
back to this position. He states that such a step 
would r esult in an intolerable widening of the Corps 
front at a moment when no reserve formations were 
available for r einforcing the thinned lines. 

(G. M. D. S ... 42092/25, Tenth krmy , w.n, 4, vol "F" of Appx , Appx 
584, 29 Jan 44) 

24. The considerations which had led to the con-
struction or the "Senger" switch position wer e l ater summarized 
in a narrative written from memory by Maj - Gen Erich Rothe , 
then a irisoner of war (Rothe , The Senger Riegel , 1947, 981SOM. 
(D77 )). This officer had been in charge of the construction 
work during the later stages of deve lopment . With regard to 
the tactical purpose and the course of the position he said : 

The need for the position from a tactical point of 
vi ew became apparent during the action on the Garigliano. 
It could be assumed that , in a forward thrust towar ds the 
Northwest in the direction of Rome, in the section of 
the German Tenth A:rmy, the enemy would not attack with 
his main forces through the difficult mountain terrain , 
but: 

a) Along the Appian Way and the coast from 
Meturno, at first in the pl ain at Fond! 
(perhaps making a landing here at the same 
time) . 

b) Along the wide valley of the Liri between : 
the Aurunci mountains and the massif of Monte 
Cairo , committing the mass of his tanks, which 
formed his striking forces , in this r egion . 

These intentions of the enemy were to be forestalled 
by the "Senger position". For, according to previous 
experience, a large- scale attack could not be intercepted 

J£ Si gnal Tenth Army to 14 Pz Corps, 3 Mar 44 
1) Erfective immediately 14 Pz Corps is in charge of 

construction work in the nsenger Riegel" ••• 

2) To this end Special Staff "Rothe" will become 
available to 14 Pz Corps with: 

7<n Fd Fort Cons tr Bn 
.'.339 and 566 East Bns 
101, 102, 107 and 108 Ital Constr Bns 
No . 7 Rock Drilling Coy 
2 Coy Slovak Constr Bde 
••• Oberbauleit ung Gittinger of tho Organization Todt , 
now committed in the position , will continue with the 
following tasks • •• 

(G.M.D.S. - 52071/6, Tenth .Army, w.n. 5, vol "E" Of Appx, Appx 608 , 
3 Mar 44) 
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in the forward position existing at the time• bUt 
only in a second position, at'ter surrendering the 
intermediat e territory, 

The views held on the probable intentions of the 
enemy were strengthened by the efforts of the jUlies 
to capture Monte Cassino, the key position commanding 
the German position north of the J,.urunci mountains. 

This rear position , celled "Senger position" after 
the General Commanding Fourteenth Panzer Corps , v,senger 
and Etterlin, followed the line: 

(Italy l : 250,0001 Frosinone , sheet 34) Terrccina -
southeastern slope of M,Giusto (just northwest ot1 
and above the hppian Way) - southeastern slope of 
M. Calvo - Fondi - (German military map of Italy 
1 : 200,000, edition 1, sheet 35 , Naples) ~. di 
Valumana (point 611) - point 541 south of M. Vele 
(with an advanced position for one company at the 
convent Madonna della Civita, about 1 . 5 km southeast 
of point 541) - height 1010 - oastern slope of 
M.Faggeto - slope west of Villa Carasola - S. Oliva -
east of the highway s . Oliva/Pontecorvo - ee.st of 
Pontecorvo - east of the highway to Aquino - east of 
Aquino and further in a salient open to the southeast, 
to and including Piedimonte. Her e the position joined 
the impassable massif of M. Cairo. 

25. When it had become evident that the threat to the 
crucial Alban Hills had been averted for the time being, O. B.S1iT 
made use of the breathing spell t o consolidate his positions, 
and to bring some order into the confused mass of heterogeneous 
units at the beachhead. In an order issued on 24 Jan , Kesselring 
defined the new t asks of the large formations under his command 
(981AZiD3)). The ground forces were dealt with in paras 3, 4 and 
5: 

3) 

4) 

5) 

Tenth Ar~ is defending the present positions , 
which mus continue to rest on the Gulf of Gaeta. 
Fighting a del aying action, and under pressure of 
superior enemy forces , Tenth J.'!.:rmy is withdrawing 
its left wing to the Foro position , which is to 
be defended . Construction work in the present 
position is to be furthered as a matter of the 
greatest urgency. At the same time, the "Senger" 
position is to be reinforced , under the direction 
Of the General Of Engineers, o.B.SW. 
Fourteenth ~ is assuming command of the coastal 
front betwe~ecina and Terracina (both localities 
included) . The time of assuming command will be 
given later. The chief task of the i .:rmy is to 
counter- attack, and to throw the enemy forces 
landed south of Rome back into the sea. To achieve 
this, it must first of all prevent a widening of 
the enemy bridgehead . The J.:rmy is guarding against 
new enemy· landings between Gecina and the mouth 
of the Tiber, and is defending the island of Elba. 

ArmeegruRpe v.Zangen is guarding against enemy 
l andings that part of Italy which l i es north of 
the line Cecina - Porto Recanati. It carries 
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on with the utmost ener gy the construction work 
on the Apennine position and on the coastal fronts.~ E£ 

{G.M.D.s. - 64839/2, Armeegruppe v . Zangen, Wo.r Diary, Chefsachen , 
24 Jan 44) 

26. Armeegruppe v,Zangen was a new formation,.which 
had been created for the specific purpose of taking over the 
tasks that had previously been carried out by Fourteenth Army. 
Its commander was General of Infantry Gustav v.Zangen, previous­
ly commander of 87 Corps. The Arme egruppe assumed command of 
the Italian rear area at 0001 hrs on 24 Jan, whilst Fourteenth 
Army assumed command of the Cecine - Terracina sector at 1800 hrs 
on 25 Jan. The composition of the lirmeegruppe at the time was 
as follows: 

1) 51 Mtn Corps 

356 Inf Div with Fortress Bde for Special 
Employment 

992 Gren Regt ( 278 Inr Div) 
736, 788 and 792 Fd Fort Constr Engr Bns 
Elements of 65 Inf Div 

2) Commander of Operational Zone "Alpenvorland" 
(Alpine Approaches) 

362 Inf Div 
278 Inf Div (less one regiment) 
Fortress Regtl H,Q, No , 924 
903 Fortress Bn 

3) Co.rmno.nder of Oper ational Zone "Adriatisches 
Kuestenland" (Adriatic Coastal Region) 

162 Inf Div ( Turc ) 
509 and 705 Security Bns 
263 East Bn 
2 Coy 198 Georgian Bn 

(G.M,D.s. - 42092/24, Tenth fi:rmy , w.n. 4, vol "E" of Appx , 
Appx 471, 23 Jan 44t 1440 hrs; 64839/1, War Diary Armeegruppo 
v .Zangen, 24 Jan 44 J 

27. The 11.drie.tic s ector had remained quiet during 
the attacks on the Gustav line and at 1.Jlzio. f..fter some delays, 
Armd Reece Bn Hermann Goering had finally been dismissed to 
its division during the night 20/21 Jan. It was relieved 
by elements of 577 Inf Regt (305 Inf Div). On 23 Jan, the mass 
of J Pz Gren Div was still on its wny to Roccasecca, whilst 26 
Pz Div received orders on the same day to proceed immediately 

A German "J\.rmeegruppe " or "Armeeabteilung" was not an .U-m~ 
Group in our sense, but merely a temporary, provisional 
organization, intermediate in status and responsibility 
between Corps and Army , The German term for our A:rmy Group 
is "Heeresgruppe ", 

A collection of photostats of the most important documents 
concerning the organization and t ask of lJ:>meegruppe v.Zangen 
is being permanently reta ined by Hist Seo ( G,S, ) • ( 981AZ) 
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t o the area of 1 Para Corps . By 26 Jan• 26 Pz Div 
disappeared from the coast al sector , and i ts place 
line had been taken over by units of )0$ Inf Div . 
copy of the situation ~ap of Tenth .A,rmy for 22 J an 
retained , (981Al0.,D21)) 

ha-d virtually 
in the front ­
A photostatic 
is being 

(G.M. n . s , - 42092/19 , Tenth Army , w. D. 4, 23 - 26 Jan 44; 
42092/28• Tenth Army , n ,D. 4, sit maps 17 - 2J Jan 44) 

28. The situation in the Adriatic sector was discussed 
by Kesselring and v .Vietinghoff on 26 .Jan: 

K: How is the situation with Herr? 

v.V: He f eels a c ertain amount of concern r egarding 
a poss ible thrust along the coast . In addition 
to the usual patr ol activity , the enemy has been 
clearing mines along the coast, and the harassing 
fire of the artillery has increased in vol ume . 
Herr is merltally pr epar ed for an enemy advance . 

(G.M.n.s. - 42092/24, Tenth Army, W. D. 4, vol "E" of Ap:px . 
Appx 525, tel cons, 26 Jan 44) 

29. During the last two days of January, Hast & P. E. R, 
(1 Ocin Inf Bde) ca rried out attacks along the Villa Grande -
Toilo road. This action established the fact that the coastal 
sector was still being strongly defended by the Ger.mans . On 
31 Jan• ?6 Fz Corps r eported to Army: 

' After one hour of arti l l ery pr eparation {a bout 5000 
rounds on the positions of 4 Para Regt), at 1530 hrs 
the enemy attacked our positions near the crossroads 
Villa Grande - Tello in approximately battalion 
strength , with i nfantry and 7 tanks . The enemy with­
drew after a bitter struggle which lasted for about 
three quarters of an hour, having suffered numerous 
casualties . 

1 Para Div's casualtie s for the two days , as amended by the 
daily report f or 1 Feb, were : 16 killed and 24 wounded. The 
t el ephone conversat i ons during the critic al days in the· l att er 
part of January showed that the German Chiefs of St aff were 
liter ally racking their brains for units that could be taken 
from r el atively quiet sectors to points under attack. There 
is no doubt that any German commander would have welcomed 
assistanc e from the brilliant~fighters of 1 Par a Div . In 
assessing the value of Canadian operations in January it must 
c er tainly be ta.ken into account that the enemy did not feel 
free to r epl ace t he val uable Pera regiments by formations of 
lesser quality. 

(G. M.n.s . - 42092/25 , Tenth Army, w.n. 4, vol "F" of Appx , 
Appx 619, 31 Jan 44 ; 52071/2 , Tenth f\rm.y 1 W. D. 5, vol "A" of 
Appx ) 

30. In the telephone conversations of the German 
offic ers , the action at Villa Grande was reflected in the 
following: 
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Jl Jan 22.30 hrs 

Westphal : 

Wentzell: 

With the paratroops you have obtained a 
new success . They are really wonderful . 

Yes . They counted 90 dead (sic) . It was 
again the 1 Cdn Inf Div; YJhere 5 Div is we 
do not !mow. But they must be up there ; 
they keep on talking with Corps . 

At the conclusion of the conversation , the overall situation on 
the front~ being discussed . The closing wor ds were: 

{G. M.D.S. 
.31 Jan 44) 

Jl. 
i.4i:rrny were 
O. B. SW: 

Wentzell: The battle of materi el has been raging now 
for four months . The Br itish are terribly 
stubborn. 

Westphal: Yes . Such tenacity i s terrifying. 

42092/25 , Tenth .Army, W. D. 4, vol °F" of .Appx , 

At the end of January the intentions of Tenth 
formulated by General v.Vietingboff in a message to 

.31 J an 44 1300 hr s - A. O. K.10 to O.B.SW 

The /..rm,y intends : 

To hold the present positions . 14 Pz Corps to 
prevent any enemy breakthrough, if necessary by 
a fµrthe r weakening of 76 Corps . Focal point 
of defence: the Cassi no massif . In the event 
of pressure by superior enemy forces, 76 Corps 
to withdraw to the Foro position in a stubborn 
delaying action and subsequent defence of the 
position. 

v .Vietinghoff 

At 1900 hrs on the same day, O. B. SVI signalled: 

O.B. SW to A. O.K.10: 

In full agreement with intentions as report ed . 

Kesselring 

(G.M.D.S. - 53271/2, Tenth Army , W. Ds . 4 - 7, Chefsachen (Top 
Secret Docs) 31 Jan 44; 42092/25, Tenth Army , vol "F" of Appx , 
Appx 622, 31 Jan 44) 

J2. Problems of a t actical nature were scarcely 
mentioned in the r ecords dealing with the events of January 1944; 
a noteworthy exception perhaps was a report by the Senior .. lnti­
tank Officer at Headquarter s , Tenth Army. In a document dated 
17 Feb 44, this officer stated that in January Tenth ~my had 
destroyed 61 Allied tanks and disabled another 21; not one of 
these had been accounted for by any of the over 200 beevy self­
propelled or tractor- drawn anti - tank guns in the area of Tenth 
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Army. To find the reason for the ineffectiveness of this 
weapon, he canvassed the commanders of the anti - tank battalions 
as well as the divisional anti- tank officers . Their experiences 
were summarized as follows: 

The enemy has adapted his tank tactics to the effective 
r ange of our heavy anti .. tank guns . He employs tactics 
similar to those used for artillery assault guns ; that 
is, he supports his infantry with his guns f rom a 
distance; which, in the event of the attack being 
successful , allows his infantr y to reach our anti-
tank gun positions before we have an opportunity t o 
use our anti-tank guns effectively on his tanks . 

Previously, one of the fundamental principles of German anti­
t ank tactics had been to separate the infantry from the 
accompanying tanks. Now it appeared to have become prererable 
to force the ·enemy infantry to stay with the tanks. The writer 
ot the report did not see how this could be done, and requested 
the suggestions of the commander s, while s pecifically emphasizing 
the necessity for investigating the possible uses of the weapon 
as field artill ery. (Translat i on: 981AlO. (D22 )) 

(G. M.D. S. - 58533/8, Tenth Army , Files of Sen Arty Cmdr, Item 
110, 17 Feb 44) 

33. A new schematic order of battle of Tenth Army 
was issued on 1 Feb 44 . A photostatic copy and a t ranslation 
of this document appear · as Appendix "C" to this report (981AlO. 
(DJ28}). The total str ength of Tenth Army on 1 Feb was report ed 
on 10 Feb in the usual monthly str engt h r eport to O.B. SW as being 
134,341 men (981Al~(t:Ji?3}). A photostatic copy is al so being 
r etained of the situation map of Tenth Army for 2 Feb 44. 
( 981Al.Q(D24)) 

(G. M.D.s . - 52071/2, Tenth Army , W. D. 5, vol "A" of Appx , Appx 
18 a, band c, l Feb 44; 52071/3 , Tenth Army, W.D. 5 , vol "B" of 
Appx, Appx 188, 10 Feb; 52071/9 , Tenth Army , W. D. 5, sit maps , 
2 Feb 44) 

34. On l Feb , 1 Cdn Corps assumed command of the 
Adriatic sector from Lanciano to the coast, with 13 Brit Corps 
adjoining on the l eft . On the German side the front was held : 

from the coast to Villa Grande by l Para Div 
f'rom Villa Grande to !m SW Arielli by 305 Inf Div 
f r om im SW Arielli to Melone by 334 Inf Div 
from Mel one t o approx 3 miles SN by Blocki~ 

Alf edena Group Bode 

According to the cumulative information provided by the r ecords 
of telephone conversations, these formations were rated by the 
Germans: 

l Para Div 
305 Inf Div 
334 Inf Div 
Blocking Group "Bode" 

Excellent 
Good 
Inexper ienced 
Satisfactory 

• Sperrverband Bode (Blocking Group "Bode" ) , prior to 29 Jan 
known as "Corps Group Hauck" , was the formation operating 
in the wide mountain areas between ·J34 Inf Div and 5 Mtn Div 
of 14 Pz Corps . (Colonel Bode: Comdr 576 Gren Regt) 
(G. M. D. S. - 42092/19, Tenth Army, W. D. 4, 29 Jan 44) 
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~ change in command on the German side occurred at 1200 hrs 
2 Feb, when Headquarters 76 Fz Corps (with Corps t roops) moved 
oft to the sout hwes t and was relieved by Headquarters 51 lltn 
Corps. The incoming Corps Commander was Gener al of the Mountain 
troops Valentin Feurstein; his c. of s . was Colonel Count 
v.Klinkowstroem, G. s.c ., who knew the sector from the time when 
he had been temporary substitute for Colonel Runkel, C. of s . 
76 Pz Corps. 

(G.M.D. S. - 52071/2, Tenth Army , W.-D. 5, vol "A" of Appx, J~ppx 13, 
1 Feb 44; 55779/1, 51 Mtn Corps , W. D. 2 , 2 Feb 44; 52071/1, 
Tenth, N.D. 5, 1 Feb 44; 52071/9 , Tenth Army, W. D. 5, sit maps , 
1 Feb 44) 

)5. During February , the course of events in the 
Adriatic sector was determined on both sides by the urgent 
requirement s of the formations l ocked in the fie rc e fighting 
for Cassino. 4 Ind and 78 Brit Inf Divs wer e transferr ed from 
Eighth ilrmy to Fifth l..rmy; on the German side successive battalions 
of 1 Para Div were rushed west, mainly to the Cassino area , to 
stabilize difficult situations and to r eli eve exhausted units 
of 90 Pz Gr en Div . Headquarters 1 Para Div and the last battalion 
left the coastal sector on 20 Feb. The War Diary of Tenth :.:rmy 
for 21 Feb contained the following entry: 

1 Para Div with all components has been withdrawn 
from the f r ont and i s on · the way to 14 Pz Corps . 

Pending t he expected a r rival of Headquarters 90 Pz Gren Div, 
a temporar y Headquart ers "Ehl ert" wa~ organized and on 21 Feb 
' ssumed command of the ar ea previously beld by 1 Par a Div (Colonel 
Ehlert, o.c . 334 Arty Regt (334 Inf Div)). The plans to bring 
the mass of 90 Pz Gren Div to the coast did not mat erialize 
however; in the evening of 21 Feb o.B.SW ordered: 

••• <):) Pz Gren Di v (less el ements a lready in area of 
51 Mtn Corps) to be :u:m.y Group Reser ve and to be moved 
to the a r ea of Frosinone with the utmost dispatch ••• 

922 Gren Regt to l eave Fourteenth '"'~my and to be moved 
to Pescara sector • • • 

(G. M.D. S. - 55779/1, 51 Mtn Corps , W. D. 2, Feb 44, 52071/1 1 
Tenth Army, w.n. 5, 21 Feb; 5207174, Tenth £xmy , r .D. 5, vol 
~'C" of Appx, Appx 415a , 21 Feb 44) 

36. Whilst the hdriatic sector was gradually being 
denuded of highest grade troops , a f lurry of excitement occurred 
when the Bri t ish radio was said to have pr edicted an attack 
by Eighth Army. Both Col- Gen Jodl and Marshal Kesselr ing made 
t el ephonic inquiries but were r eassured by l a:rmy that no signs 
of a maj_or operation had been observed in the area of 51 Mtn Corps.¥! 

(G.M.D.s . - 52071/2, Tenth Army , w. D. 5, vol "B " of J .. ppx, .Appx 
145, 224 and 267, tel cons 8, 12 and 14 Feb 44) 

w For weekly situation maps of the infantry and artillery 
elements of 51 Mtn Corps see : G.M. D. S. - 55779/3 , 51 Mtn 
Corps , sit maps 15 Feb - 8 ~pr 44. 
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37. When the situation at Cassino had become some-
what stabilized, Marshal Kesselring feared that some Allied 
formations eight be transferred f r om Tenth Army's front to 
the Nettuno beachhead. On 19 Feb he sign~lled t o A. O.K.10: 

One must reckon with the possibili ty that the enemy 
ll'lllY withdraw forces from the Tenth Army front for 
canmitment at Nettuno. Tenth Army must therefor e en­
deavour to pin down the forces of Fifteenth Army 
Group by co~stant att acks at many points and with the 
strongest possible forces . This is most urgent 
in the area of 14 Pz Corps. Intentions wi ll be 
reported. Kesselring. 

(G.M. D.S. - 52071/3 , Tenth Army , l~. D. 5, vol "C" of Appx , Appx 370, 
19 Feb 44) 

JS. At that time , the formations of 14 Pz Corps 
were hardly in a position to take the initiativ~. The War 
Diarlesct' Tenth Army do not record the execution of any note­
worthy holding attacks in the weeks that followed the order. 
But the records show that plans were being pr epared by Tenth 
Army and 14 Pz Corps for attacks in the Cassino and Garigliap.o 
sectors, and that these were dutifully submitted to O . B. 5~. 1£.: 
The telephone conversations of the period permit the conclusion 
that the planners felt only limited enthusiasm. for the contemplated 
operation , and sensed that it would not come to f r uition without 
prior elimination of the threat f rom the Anzio beachhead. Early 
in March General Westphal spent several days at the

1

Fuehrer' s 
headquarters . The last interview with Hitl er took place on 
6 Mar and lasted tor an hour and a hal~IO£ Westphal r eturned 
t o headquarters O.B. SW on 8 Mar , el ated with the prai se received 
and the understandings reached . On 7 Mar he had held a prolonged 
telephOhe conver sation with O, B. SW. On that same day o,B.svi.r 
shelved the plan for Operations "MORGENROETE". The decision was 
recorded at a meet ing between Marshal Kesselring and the Comm.anders 
of Tehth Army, 14 Pz Corps and 1 Para Div at the tactical head­
quarters of 1 Para Div . The minutes of the conference contain 
the following entry: 

7 Mar "MORGENROETE" In consider ation of our own numerical 
strength and of the forces required at 
the bridgehead , a major attack is out of 
the question for the time being . Further­
more it would be rather late now, as the 

Plans were made for "Oper ation ' MORGJ!NROETE BLAU ' and 
'MORGENROETE ROT'"• The available documentation i s frag­
mentary; it appears in: G. M. D. S. - 53271/2, Tenth J>.rmy, 
Chefsachen (Top Secret Docs) . 

II In a telephone conversation on 9 Mar, Westphal said to 
C. Of S . Tenth Army: 

Everything went as expected. Our suggestions were 
accepted, but the Fuehr er appear ed to be bowed down 
with care {gebueckt vor Sor ge) . 

(G. M.D. s . - 52071/6, Tenth Army, w.n. 5, vol 0 E" of Appx , 
Appx 71a, 9 Mar 44) 
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enemy has been strongly reinforced; holds 
l arge r eserves close to the f r ont , and would 
not fail to take full advantage of his 
superiority in t he air during the period 
of good weather which is to be expected. 
The Marshal ' s question as to whether a 
success could be obtained with smaller 
forces was answered in the negative by the 
Army Commander and the Corps Commander . 

(G. M.D.S. - 52071/6, Tenth Army l.. w.D. 5, vol "E" of .l\.ppx, Appx 
683, 7 Mar 44; .!.£!.!!, tel cons, J , 6, 7 and 9 Mar 44) 

39. Some information concerning the strength , number 
ot casualties, and replacements of 1 Para Div was obtained at 
the end or February when A. O. K.10 sent an off icer to several 
divisions to obtain first - hand inforl!lation. Such a course of ao­
Ui:lrll'llS especially appropriate in the case of 1 Para Div. :..ithough 
und er command of O.B.S'N and the intermediate higher headquarters , 
this division had always consider ed i tself as being responsible 
to the Air Force; and, in the sure knowledge of its outstanding 
performance , had often been f r actious and nebulous when asked to 
supply detailed information .~ The visiting officer r etur ned 
with the fo l lowing data: 

1 Para Div 

1) Fighting strength on 26 Feb 44 :l0£ 

1 Bn 1 Para Regt 210 
2 Bn 1 Para Regt 150 
3 Bn 1 Para Regt 50 
Regtl tps 250 

1 Bn 3 Para Regt 150 
2 ·sn 3 Para Regt 280 
3 Bn 3 Para Regt · 70 
Regtl tps JOO 

1 Bn 4 Par a Regt 360 
2 Bn 4 Par a Regt 280 
3 Bn 4 Par a Regt 230 
Regtl tps 290 

w The t elephone conver s ations of the fi rst week Of March reveal 
for instance that Heidr ich had consistently f ail ed to report 
100 r eplacements r ec eived in January f rom General Student. 
Staff officer s at 1..:rmy and P:rmy Group discussed the situation 
in scathing terms; the matter was even brought to the 
attention of Hitler, but apparently nothing was done 
about it and the condition continued to exist and became 
acute again on l ater occasions . ( e . g . G.M.D. S. - 52071/~, 
Tenth .ll.rmy , W. D. 5, vol "E" of Appx, t el cons 3 - 8 M-3.r 44 ; 
52071/ 8 1.Tenth Army, w. D. 5, vol "G" of Appx , Appx 971, 
24 Mar 44 ) .· 

n "Fighting strengt h" (Gefechtsstaerke) as defined 1.n para. 12 
above, footnotes 1 and 2. 
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M.G. Bn 185 
205 2 En 8 Pz Gren Regt 

Para Engr Bn (still in area 51 Mtn Cor~ 

These figures are approx.imate; detailed reports are 
still coming in • 

2) The authorized strength of the Division is 491 Offrs 
and 16,400 O.Rs. {Each Regt 90 Offrs and 3250 O.Rs.) 

)) Casualties of the Division: 

Month Off rs o.Rs. 

Jul 43 42 1,139 
Aug 43 32 482 
Sep 43 29 497 
Oct 43 19 316 
Nov 43 11 572 .. Dec 43 22 1,456 

J'an 44 18 750 
Feb 44 Unknown at the moment 

higher than Dec 43 

4) Replacements received 

September - December 1943: $050 
January - February 1944: 540 

but 

( G.M. D.S. - 5 2071/5, Tenth .. 1rmy, W • D. 5, vol "D" of Appx , 11.ppx 
555, 29 Feb 44) 

40. The casualties or Tenth Army between 1 and 26 Feb 
were the subject of a detailed tabulation prepared on 27 Feb. 
During the period in ques tion the Army suffered 7,169 casualties 
and absorbed 11,878 replacements; a further 1,675 replacements 
were noted as being en route to the Army. (981Al0.{D25)) 

(G.M.D.S. - 52071/5, Tent]l Army, w.D. 5, vol "D" Of Appx, 
Ap~x 526, 27 Feb 44J 

41. The total strength of Tenth Army on 1 Mar 44 1 
including ground forces of the Luftwaffe, S.S. elements, and 
auxiliary volunt eers , was reported to O.B.SW on 9 Mar. The 
totnl of 154,37~ shows an increase of some 20,000 men from the 
low of 1 Feb a few days after the landings at Anzio (98lluO.(D26)). 
The strength of the individual . infantry divisions on 2 Mar was 
shown in· a tabulat ion dated 5 Mar: 

Division Actual f Of actual strength: \ FIGHTING 
Strength sick, light casualties, i STRENGTH If \ on leave , on command J 

94 Inf Div 11,914 (2,332) ,6' 596 
71 Inf Div 11,834 (2,344) 6,192 
44 Inf Div 14,743 ( 2' 305) 8,302 
5 Mtn Div 16,977 ~1,742) 10, 698 
90 Pz Gren Div 10,105 2; 847) 5,014 
15 Pz Gren Div 14,527 (3;016) 7,878 
334 Inf Div 13,337 ~1,784~ 8,181 
305 Inf Div 13,450 2,009 8,313 
l Para Div 11,144 (2,969) 4,442 

JI "Fighting strength0 

1 and 2. 
as defined in para 12 above, footnotes 
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A new issue or the schematic order of battle of the lu:m:y appeared 
on 5 Mar . A photostatic copy and a translation of this document 
appear as Appendix "D" to this report. ( 981AlO. ( Dl29}} 

(G.M.n.s. - 52071/6, Tenth 1~. w.n. 5, vol 0 E" of : .. ppx, Appx 
721, 9 Mar 44; ibid Appx 645, 646, 5 Mar: ibid Appx 648 a,b,c, 
5 Mar 44) - -

4.2. Du.ring the first two weeks or March there was no 
fight ing of consequence on the Tenth ilI'mY f r ont . Whilst _Ulied 
Fifteenth Army Group was making preparations for the second 
battle of Cassino, German front commanders were occupied with 
the tasks or reorganizing and refitting their formations, and 
higher headquarters examined the various courses of action that 
otfered them.selves to an opponent who had the initiative. It 
may be interesting to note that at the beginning of March, 
before Allied plans of deception had been carried out, Marshal 
Kesselr1Il8 telt that an attack through the Liri Valley could 
be expected. A memorandum covering his remarks on the occasion 
of a meeting with his Army commanders on 4 Mar , closed with 
the sentence: 

In summarizing the situation it should be noted that 
as a result of transfers the fighting strength of 
Eighth Army has been lessened, and that of Fifth !~ 
increased . The cozmnitment of these British divisions 
in the Cassino sector permits the conclusion that the 
enemy has not yet relinquished his plan of carrying out 
an attack in the Liri valley, 

(G.M.D.S. - 52071/6, Tenth Army ; W.D. 5, vol "E" of /~ppx , Appx 
622, 4 Mar 44) 

43. Although it had been ·possible to contain the Allied 
forces on the beachhead at Anzio• o.BISW was ever conscious ot the 
danger which threatened Tenth Army from that direction, Should 
the right wing of Tenth Army collapse as the result of a success­
ful breakout from the beachhead, it would be necessary to have 
a new line of defence from which Tenth and Four teenth l:i.rmies 
ncm side by side , could :f'urther delay the capture of Rome. This 
new line (Littoria - Valmontoie - Avezzano - Pescara} was called 
the "Caesar" or "C" position. On 3 Mar , O.B.SW had issued 
the following order: (981Al0.(27}) 

1) Construction work in the "C" position will be 
pushed forward in such a manner that it will be 
fully ready for def ence not later than 20 ~pr, 
especially in the most important sectors . 

2) Responsible for construction: 
a) From the West Coast to :..rtena region: 

Fourteenth J..rmy. 
b) From 1a.rtena to the East Coast: Tenth ;.:rmy. 
• • • 

• For details of "C" position see: 
Brit Hist Sec , Central Mediterranean , Oterations of 
British Indian and Domini on Fore es in I aly, Part tI , 
section "F", German strategy, page 21. 
Hist Div u.s. f.rmy , Manuscripts of German Officers, 
Manusoril>t D-211, Maj-Gen Hans Bessel: The "C" position. 
( 981SOM. ( D?8)) I 
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3) Construction work on the Fore position will cease on 
10 Mar 44. After that date only indispensible . 
maintenaice crews will rem in there • 
• • • 

(G.M.n.s. - 52071/ 6, Tenth Army, W.D. 5, vol ''E" of Appx, APPX 
667, 3 Mar 44) 

' 

44. . The scope ot the work t o be carried out on the no• 
position can be visualized f r om the roster or the units that were 
designated tor work i n t he sector of Tenth ArrtJy alone: 

Eastern Bns: 

Ital Cons tr Bns : 

339 , 412, 555 , 556 , 560, 616, 620 
2 Bn SloYak Constr Bde 

101, 102, 105 , 107, 115, 118, 119. 
133, 135, 112, 108 (Average strength: 
500 J 
I tal Engr Bn No . 2 

(German) Fd Fort Engr Bns : 

(Gennan) Fd Fort Constr Bns : 790, 791 

Rock Drilling Coys : 

Local Constr Coy: 

(Photostat: 981AlO.(D28)) 

5, 6, 7, 8 

9 

l 

(G.M.n.s. - 52071/ 6, Tenth A:rmy, w. n . 5, vol "E" ot Appx, 
Appx 755, 11 Mar 441 

45. A memorandum enti tled ''Mountain Warfare in Ital7• 
was i ssue d by 14 Pz Corps on 10 Mar (98lAlO(D29) ). The repor1; 
desorib ed the hardships o:f the troops in the mountain areas; 
hardships which, it was said, belied the widespread ideas of 
pleasant warfare in the 11Sunny So uth". It was urged that the 
diff1cultie8 be realized at the highest levels and that appropriate 
action be taken; the hardships suffered by the tro ops were such 
as even in the Caucasus had been experienced o?lly in most ex­
ceptional cases. Specially trained and equipped mountain troops 
were described as being necessary to cope with the problems ot 
fiejlting in alpine sectors ; ordinary infantry formations were 
said to be unable to adjust their training, equipment and 
organization: 

Naked rock of ten prevents the co nstruction of 
positions; shacks and emergency shelters are non­
existant; the t r oops are exposed without any pro­
tection to the fire of the enemy artill ery •••• 
Artillery f ir e without the use of flash-reducing 
wads is suicidal ••• Off icers without the resilience 
ot youth are unsuitable . Battalion, regimental and 
even divisional oomma.nders have of ten to share the 
hardships of the troops . 

The docwmnt contains some practical hints for mountain warfare • 
A few week s later A.O .K. 10 prepared a report : ''Experiences 
in Winter Warfare". The Armyts report was largely based on tb3 
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Ji 
memorandum of 14 Pz Corps. (981AlO.(D30 )) 

(G.M.n.s. - 52071/ 6, Tenth Army, w. n. S, vo1 °E 0 of Appx, Appx 
738, 10 Mar 44; 52071/7, Tenth Army, W.D. 5, vol 11F 11 of Appx. 
Appx 955, 23 Mar 44) 

46. The telephone conversations of the German Chiets ot 
Staff dtFing the second week of March indicated mounting concern 
over the lack of r el iable information on Allied dispositions in 
the Cas inQ area. In spite of determined attempts to bring in 
prisoners, it had only been possible to capture one Ameri can 
officer, and nothing could be learned from him. It was then 
decided t o comb the field hospitals for pris oners who might 
possib l y f'umish some clue or carry revealing doru.ments . 

(G.M.n.s. - 520?1/7, Tenth Army, w.n. ;, vol "P'" of Appx, 
Appx 786, 13 Mar 44J 

THE MARCH BATTLE FOR CASsmo 

47. The tremendous Allied bombing attacks on the Cas~ino 
sector on 1.5 Mar were r ecognized by the Germans as the beginning 
ot a new battle tor Cassino. At 1040 hr s Gen v.Vi etinghof! 
telephoned Gen v. Senger : 

The Cassino massif must be held at all costs by 
l Para Div. I f they cannot do it , it is 11faten. 

And later on the sanB day: 

The second bat tle for Cassino has begun •• • 
The localization of the attacks indic ates that the 
enelJlY' is seeking a prestige success ••• 

(G.M.n.s. - 52071/7, Tenth Army , W.D. 5, vol "F" of Appx, Appx 
819, 1.5 Mar 44) 

· 48. The Allied assault began on 16 Mar, but l Para Div 

l' 

succeeded in bringing it to a hal t. In the t el ephone conversations 
ot the day the Al.lies were said to have : 

••• employed the tactics of El Alamein; namel y , 
concentrated fire from planes a.td guns , and 
infantry att acks on a naITow front ••• 

• Another repor t of this period deals with the exper i ences 
of 334 Inf Div in t he Adriatic sector. This divi sion, at 
the beginning of the ye ar quite green and much berated, had 
found itself in t he meantime , and had become expert in the 
execution of r aid s and patrols. The detailed description 
of methods and experiences is being r etained in translated 
form (981AlO.(D31) ). (G.M.D.s . - 53271/5, Tenth Army, 
w.n. 6, vol 2 of Appx, Appx 221 , 13 Apr 44 ) 

iOI The attack on Cassino from 1 6 - 25 Mar i s r ef err ed to by 
Allied historians as the third battle ot Cass ino; Gennan 
war diaries often r ef er to it as the second batt le of 
Cassino. (0 eratio s · · 
Forces in al 1 Part I, The Conquest ot Southern Italy, 

on ' ", para 58, German Stra t egy) 
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The efteots of Allied artiller y were devastating! 

• · • 71 Proj Regt is completely finishedJ of 
94 guh-barre l s only five are left • •• 

(G.M,n,s . - 52071/7 , Tenth Army, W•D• ; , vol "F" of Appx , Appx 
836 , lo Mar 44 ) 

49 . The cr isis in this new battle for Cassino occurred 
on 17 and 18 Mar, After that the fi@:lting lessened in intensity ; 
ceased on 23 Mar ; flared up again on 24 end 25 , and subsided 
thereafter . During the pr~ress of the action , the constant 
optimism of 1 Para Div was a source of amazement at Corp s and 
Army headquar t ers; after the conclusion of the fighting the tele­
phone conver sations showed a mixture of admiration and jeal ousy. 
Marshal Kesselring, just back from l eave , was bei ng informd over 
the tel ephone by v. Viet inghoff of the l atest devel opn.ents . On 
t his occasion v . Vietinghoff said: :'No troops but 1 Par a Div 
could have held Cassino" . * 

(G.M.n . s . ~ 52071/7l Tenth Army, w.D. 5, vol "F" of Appx, tel 
cons 1.5 - 20 Mar 44 J 

50. Among the documents for 18 Mar 44 appears one of 
the infrequent situation maps of the 22nd Anti-Aircraf t Artillery 
Brigade ( 22 Fl ak Bde} . Photostatic copies of this docuIIV3ht , as 
well as of the situation mp of Tenth Amy for 26 Mar , are being 
retained (981AlO , (D32) ; {981A.lO . (D33) ), 

(G. M. D.-S. - .5 2071/7 , Tenth Army , W. D • .5, vol °F" ot A'ppx, 
Appx 869a, 18 Mar 44 ; .52071/13, Te11th Army, w. n . 5, sit map s , 
26 Mar 44 1 · 

51. The at tempt to t ake Cassino was the sole na j or 
operation .of Fifteenth Army Group in March . The Allied striki ng 
force had fallen short of the strength required for success; and 
the Germans felt certain that new attempt s in gr eater force 
would be forthcoming . 

(G. M.D. s . - 52071/8, Tenth Army , w.n. 5, vo l 0 G11 of Appx, Appx 
l02l, 27 Mar 44 ) 

52 . With regard to the dispositions of the Canadian 
f'orces facing .51 Mtn Corps in the coastal secto r, t .he Germans 
seemed to be quite well informed . The gradual: thinning out of 
the l i ne ; the withdrawal of 5 Odn Armd Div to the s. Severo -
Lucera area (reportedly for trai ni ng in laniing operations) ; and 
the relief in weekly rotati on of the battalions of 1 Cdn Inf Div, 
were duly recorded , but not stressed , possibly to f orestall 
withdr awal of further German forces from ·the sec tor. 

(G.M.D. s. - 55780/2, 51 Mtn Corps , Int Reps, Mar 44) 

M In this connection it must not be overl ooked that l Para 
Div r eceived substantial suppor t f r om arti l l ery µnits of 
15 Pz Gren Div , 44 Inf Div , .5 Mtn Div, 90 Pz Gren Div , as . 
well as f r om G.H. Q. Arty Bns 988 , 602; 2 Bn 51 Art y Regt, 
?l Proj Regt, 242 Aslt Gun Bde and 22 Flak Bde, (G. M. D. s • 
.53271/4, Tenth A:rmy, W. D. 6, vol 1 of Appx, Appx 32 1 
2 Apr 44 ) 
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.53 . The efficient work of the Canadian and I ndian Field 
Security Sections in the Adri atic sector was r eflected in German 
I ntelligence reports . I n C.M.H. Q• Report No . 178, para 92 , 
r efer ence i s na.de to captured I talian f ront- runne r s Who were 
handed over to the Field Security Sections , often recognized as 
enemy agents by 11 co- bel ligerent 11 Ital i ans , and dealt with accord­
ingl y . The March report of "Di enststel le Lilli n, an espionage 
organization operating from the area of 51 Mtn Corps , described 
the situati on in the following words : 

• • • IV. Commitment of confidential agents was stopped at 
t he end of the month because neither they nor f r ont­
r unner s succeeded in returning f r om the enemy zone . 
I t must be conc luded that the enemy has stopped this 
traffic by ne asures which have not as yet been dis ­
covered . • • • 

• • • During March , eighteen confidential agents were 
sluiced into the area of the opponent; by 31 Mar , one 
had reported back, 14 are 11overdue 11 , end four are 
listed as 11 commi tted". 

(G.M.D.S. - 5.5780/2 , 51 Mtn Corps , W.D. 2, I nt Reps Mar 4 4 , 
Appx 13 , 4 Apr 44 ) 

54 . Dur ing the course of the success ive delaying 
actions , Kesselringt s forces had acquired a great deal of 
experience in the art of defensive fighting , and the best 
tacticians had become more end more impressed b y the advantages 
of fighting on reverse slopes . I n a personal le t ter to Maj -Gen 
Wentzell (C. of s . Tenth Army) , Maj-Gen Baade (Cmdr 90 Pz Gren 
Div) wrote on 10 Mar: 

••• On this occasion (training demonstration for 
divisional and higher commanders), do not forge t 
your speciality, the battle on tE.e reverse slope 
position; it has saved us nruch blood in the hilly 
country at Cassino • • • 

The theory of fighting on the reverse slope W3.S sanctioned by 
high authority on 18 Mar when o . B.SW stressed i ts value in a 
message t o Headquarters Tenth A:rmy . A photostatic copy and a 
trans l a t i on of this document appear as Appx ''E " t o this reportl! 
( 981Al0 . (Dl 30 )) 

(GeM .D. S. - 52071/6 , Tenth Army , W. D. 5, vol "E" of Appx~ Appx 
736 ; 52071/7, Tenth Army, 1.'l .D. 5, vol "F" of Appx , Appx ~66 , 
18 Mar 44) 

5.5 . The number of casualties in Tenth Army between 1 Sep 
43 and 31 Mar 44 was stated in a s eries of tabulations prepared by 
the Personnel Section Tenth A:rmy (981AlO(D34)) . The casualties 
of each divisi on were shown every ten days ; at the end of each 
month, end b y progressive totals for the whole peri od under review. 
T'.a.e statement fo r March provides the fo l lowing data : 

a Tho problem hao bcon deal t ':i~h ut length .in: · B~soe1, 
'+'be 11C" "position , page 12, ~ _ill, para 43t above 
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Month Officers NCOs and O.Rs TOTAL 

Septeniler 1943 27? 8, 284 8, .561 
October 1943 215 1,?0l 7, 922 
Noveni>er 1943 262 10, 33 10, .598 
December 1943 301 13 , 061 13, 362, 
January 1944 3ll 13, i61 14,072 
February 1944 180 8, 75 9, 0.55 
March 1944 147 9,470 9, 61? 

TOTAL 1, 693 71 , 494 ?3 , 187 (9,392 
·killed) 

(These figures comprise: Dead , v.ounded , missing and sick , 
less personnel remaining with their units} 

' 
The casualty figtn'es of 1 Para Div (a l ways regarded with some 
scepticism at Corps and Army) were of course included as 
submitted. 

(G.M. n . s . - .52071/24, Tenth A:rmy, w.D • .5 , vol "T" of Appx • 
Feb and Mar 44) 

PREPARATIONS TO MEET THE ALLIED OFFENSIVE 

56 . During the whole of April the Italian front was 
steeped in the ominous calm that precedes great battles. But 
while the troops were resting, training and regrouping, a 
battle of wits , with Rome as its price , was being fought between 
Genera~ Alexander and Marshal Kesselring. The German general 
had shown himself as strong in defence and brillian t in 
improvisation , but less well advised or gifted with intuition 
in the field of strategic al i ntelligence . He had been surprised 
in Sicily, at Sale rno and at Anzio. Surprise now was more 
important to the Allies than ever ; to strike a t his strongest 
salient would be unc ertain and costly; success might be achieved 
by hurling an overwhelming force against a sector where it was 
not expected , and at a moment v.hen his mobile reserves were 
pinned down elsewhere by action or t he threat of action • 

.57 . Kesselring bad defended the Italian front with two 
Armies ; they had been successful in defence ; the winter line had 
been held; Rome was still in German hani s . But where would th.a 
Allies strike next? Which attacks would be diversions and vm.ich 
one the main effort? Would they strike through the Belmonte 
valle~at Cassino , a t the Liri , at the Garigliano, at Gaeta, from 
the beachhead , at the mouth of the Tiber, at Civitavecchia, at 
Livorno? And how to place the mobile r eserves? Had it not b een 
seen that reserves would come too late if not held in closest 
proximity? But wwld they not be wasted if unavailable in massed 
formation at the right time and in the right place? These were 
the problems that plagued Kesselrin© and his Army Commanders as 
the time of decision drew near . It will be seen below tha t 
Kesselring was deceived and finally came up with the wrong answer . 
When the big attack was launched his mohi. le r eserves were far 
from the scene of action . 

Belmonte , aoout 10 kms north of Cassino , was an inviting 
starting point for an ad vane e to Sora via Atina . 
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58 . It would be difficult to make out a better case 
for security in the field than that which is pr esented by the 
German recor ds for the period in question . A German Marshal , 
his Army Commanders , Corps Commanders and their Chiefs of Staff 
commanded , order ed, demanded and pleaded for the taking of 
prisoners - just a couple , just one - to throw some light on 
the mystery of Allied dispositions . Hitler attached great 
importance to the babblings of a Mor occan deserter; much was 
made of the statement under narcosis of a wounded and captured 
British officer "that the Allies would strike when the weather 
was favourable"; radio interception teams sought to identify 
units from regimental numbers that had been carelessly divulged in 
small talk of signal units near the front . 

(v . Schramm, folio 1794- PS- ll , 2E. cit para 4 above; 53271/6 , 
Tenth Army , W. D. 6 , vol 3 of Appx , Appx 377 , 23 Apr 44 ; paras 
72 , 75 , 77 below) 

59. Any decisions that were to be made with regard to 
the dispositions of Kesselring ' s troops would mainly affect the 
Tenth Army. The bulk of Fourteenth Army was absor bed by the 
task of containing the Allies in the beachhead . The strength 
of this Army did not vary greatly ; between 2 Feb and 25 Apr, on 
balance , it increased by 13 , 000 men ; in mid April the total 
strength was given as approximately 134 , 000 men . (Inf'ormation 
r egarding Fourteenth Army has been presented :fully in : G. M. D.S . -

- The German Operations at Anzio , op ~' para 221" above )lf 

60 . Tenth Army , as shown in earlier paragraphs , had 
reported its strength ·for the first three months· of the year 
as folJ,.ows : 

l Jan 
l Feb 
1 Mar 

168 , 215 
134 , 341 
154 , 347 

For l Apr Tenth Army reported a strength of l~OOf (981AlO. (D39)) 
and Fourteenth Army a strength of 134 , 350 (98 O. D40)) . The 
rorces of both Armies therefore numbered 318 , 355 men • .A nevi schematic 
Or der of Battle of Tenth Army was issued on 5 Apr; a photostatic 
copy and a translation appear as Appendix "F" to this report 
( 981A10. ( 131)) . On the same day 22 Flak Bde submitted a situation 

if: In this connection photostatic copies of the fo llowing 
documents are being permanently retained : 

Fourteenth Army: 

Four teenth Army: 

Fourteenth Army : 

Four teenth Army: 

Schematic Order of Battle of Large 
Fornations; 1 Apr 44 (981Al0 . (D35)) 
Schematic Order of G. H. Q. Troops with 
Fourteenth Army; 1 Apr 44 (98L"U.O. (D36)) 
Strength, .Ev:aluation of Combat Value 
and other Data concerning Formations under 
Command of Fourteenth Army; l A.pr 44 
( 981Al0. (DJ?) ) 
Tabulation of 1..rri vals and Departures 
between 2 Feb and 25 Apr 44 ( 981 . .'.J.O . ( DJ8 )) 

(G. M. D. S. - 59091/2 , Fourteenth Army , W. D. 3, Appx 287 , 
288 , 29l a , 354c) 
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map for 4 Apr. (981Al.O.Dl4)) 

(G.M.D.S . - 53271/4 , Tenth Army , W. D. 6, vol l of ~ppx, Appx 154, 
9 Apr 44; 59091/2 , Fourteenth .Army, W. D. 3, Appx 316, 10 Apr. 44; 
58533/10, Tenth Army , Files of Sen Arty Cmdr, Apr 44, 5 Apr; 
53271/6, Tenth !i:rmy , W.D. 6, vol 3 of Appx , Appx 400 , 5 Apr 44} 

61. It is quite improbable that Armeegruppe v . Zangen 
failed to make pe.riodical strength returns but none have come 
toband as yet. Lists of units and orders of battle abound i n 
the papers of the ~'\rmeegruppe; in this particul ar case however, 
due to constant c hanges in the strength of many units , they are 
not r eliable guides to numerical strength. The l ack of 
simultaneous strength reports by the various for mations indeed 
would place an estimate on the level of a guess regarding the 
number of ants in an ant:-hill . The order of battle for 1 J~pr 
shows the following large formations: 

'\ ~ · 

"$~ Inf Cor ps 356 Inf Div 
162 Inf Div {Turcoman) 
Para Pz Div Hermann Goering~ 

Corps Witthoeft (in formation) 

Corps Kuebler 188 Res Inf Div 
278 Inf Div (in formation) 

Numerous G. H. Q., specialist,. security and line of 
coI11I1unication units. 

In addition to this, the rear areas were teeming with the 
personnel of a multitude of German Air Force , Naval , Police 
and miscellaneous para-military organizations , most of them 
engaged in bitter intrigues for the control of sometimes very 
substantial blocks of hoar ded man- power . A good picture of 
these many German headquarters was given by Gener al Walter 
v.Unruh in one of the narratives written by German senior 
officers for the Historical Division U. S. A.rmy.lflE (981SOM 
( D5) ) 

{G.M.D. S. - 65839/9, Armeegruppe v . Zangen , Appx to W. D., Order 
of Battle on l Apr 44 ; Hist Div u.s. Army, Manuscripts of German 
Officers, General v . Unruh, War Experiences , Chapter 12, Italy) 

* Hermann Goering Panzer Division at that time was an li.TmGd 
Forces High Connnand r eserve {v. Schramm, folio 1794-PS-12, 
21:. ill> para 4 above ) 

J£J£ Early in 1944, the 1....rmed Fore es High Command (though never 
in fUll agreement with him) had permitted v.Unruh to under­
take a tour of inspection to study and possibly solve some 
problems of man- power policy. The overriding political 
considerations which had l ed to the absor ption of large 
numbers of abl e-bodied men into favoured organizations , 
had· r esulted i n a drain on man- power reserves which in the 
aggregate deprived the fighting armies of literally hundreds 
of thousands of men . But l i ke others who voiced misgivings 
or critical opinions , v.Ubruh was not received by Hitler , 
nor by Jodl; no heed was paid to his advice , and he was 
retired and passed i nto oblivion whil e the war was still 
in progress {ibid.\. -
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62. fin estimate of the number of Italian soldiers 
serving during Lpril in the area of O.B. SW as members of 
Italian construction battalions and units of the "Republican 
~oiet Army" can be made on the basis of a document issued by 
O.B.SW on l May: 

At the moment 53 , 000 Italian soldiers are at our 
disposal; 13% of these have deserted . 

A l arge part of this f orce was engaged in construction work on 
the Apenni ne position; 17,922 men (including German cadres) were 
reported as being thus employed on 1 .. ~pr 44. * 

(G. M. D. S. - 64839/8 , Armeegruppe v . Zangen , vol 3 of Reports , 
folio 217, 1 May 44: v . Schramm, folio 1794-PS-14, .QE cit , para 
4 above ) 

63 . With regard to Italian workers in the employ of 
the Germans, the War Diary of the "·~mad Forces Operations Staff 
refers to a force of over 50, 000 civilians who were occupied VJith 
the construction of defences on the west coast . ill over 
Northern Italy numerous working forces of varying size and 
r eliability had been gathered by the Germans for the purpose of 
r epairing air- raid damage to railway lines, roads and wcr- plant s . 

(v . Schran:m , folio 1794- PS-14, 2E cit, para 4 above) 

64 . The main concern of the German command in Italy 
was of course the vastly changing picture of .'Ulied dispositions . 
The telephone conversations of the first ten days of the month 
show that the Germans were well aware of the fact that major 
changes were taking pl ace. 'Vith the Allies in a position to 
curry out any desired combination , it was thoughtbest to avoid 
hasty and premature r eactions to unconfirmed information. By 
11 Apr it seemed nt least t o be quite certain that t he .. 1.driatic 
sector was being thinned out and that additional German regiments 
could therefore be moved with impunity to the Western part of 
the fron~ . The relief of 8 I nd Div by tired 4 Ind Div was consider­
ed as a weakening of the sector ; the assumed transfer of 1 Cdn 
Corps Headquarters to Naples seemed to foreshadov1 the withdrawal 
of 1 Cdn Inf Div from the sector : 

I For r easons of security, or in order to create certain 
psychological effects, the Germans occasionally changed 
the designation of important defences . ··nat was at first 
described as the "Apennine position" became later the 
"Gothic line " and t'inally the "Green line" . 

25 Apr 44 Armeegruppe v . Zangen to subordinate formations : 

Effective immediately the designation "f..pennine 
position" is changed to "Gothic position". 
( 981Al0 . ( D42) ) 

16 Jun 44 li.rmeeabteilung v . Zangen to subordinete formetions : 

Effective immediately the designation "Gothic 
X>OSi tion" is changed to "Green line'' · (981AZ 
( D57)) 

(G. M. D.S . - 64839/8 , f..rmeegru ppe v . Zangen , \' . D., vol J of 
Appx , Part II, 25 Apr 44; 64839/5 , .11.rmeeabteilung v . Zangen , 
W. D., Part II, Orders, 16 Jun 44) 
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ttit would be an anomalous situation for 1 Cdn Inf Div 
t o r eoain for l ong under a British Corps Command" . 

On 12 !...pr an ent ry in the War Diary of .. \.. O.K. 10 described 
the situation in the foll owing t erms: 

For the first time , the interrogation of prisoner s 
has. now made i t possible to f orm an approxiI:lat e picture 
of the r~~roupings carried out by the enemy within the 
l ast few days under cover of heavy smoke screens . The 
enemy s eems to have given up the idea of an attack on 
Cassino ; on the other hand one must now expect a large­
scal e attack on the right wing and a landing on the 
West coast . 

(G.M. D. S . - 53271/ 4, Tenth Army , ''Y. D. 6, vol 1 of Appx , tel cons 
1- 10 Apr 44 ; 53271/5, Tenth .;\.rmy W. D. 6 , vol 2 of J .. ppx , tel cons 
11 , 12 .:i.pr 44 ; 5 3271/1 , Tenth Ar my W. D. 6 , 10, 12 4'..pr 44) 

65 . The War Diary of 14 Pz Corps for 13 ~pr shows 
that an earl y attack against t he Cor ps front was expected . The 
signif ioance of the f act that the Allied i nter - army boundary was 
now at t he Liri was weighed in several telephone conversations ; 
it s eemed to confi rm the imminence of a l and attack , and to 
i ncrease the . .Pr obability of a seaborne oper ation . li.lthough. 
the bul k of ~sselring ' s records is not available , it can be 
gather ed f r om other sources that at the time he gave serious 
consideration to the possibility of landings at Gaeta- Nettuno , 
at Civitavecchia , and (later in the month) t o one at Livorno . 
Ther e can be no doubt that he was anxious to pr event a repetition 
of the initial fiasco at Nettuno ; the War Diary of the ;u-raed 
Forces Oper ati ons Staff r ecords the fact that on 13 Apr Hitler 
expressed concern over the possibility of such landings ; large 
number s of sui table vessels hnd been reported from the ports 
of Northern . .\frica without any key to indicate whether they were 
earmarked for Southern F,..ance or for the c ritical stretch of 
coast between Gaeta and Livorno . 

(G. M. D. S. - 58199/1 , 14 Pz Corps , w.n. 6, 13 Apr 44; v . Schramm, 
folio 1794- PS- 10 , £E. ~. para 4 above) 

66. Ther e is some documentary evidenc e that Kesselring 
was asked t o give an appreciation of the situation with r egard 
to a landing between Gaeta and the beachhead; the order r eached 
him at 2330 hrs , 13 Apr, and the re~ly was to reach Hitler ' s 
headquar ter s not l ater than 0730 hrs , 14 Apr. The r equired 
anal ysis was prepared by Colonel Ernst Zolling , Senior Intelligence 
Of f i cer at Army Group Headquarters . The f orces available in 
Southern Italy for such a l anding wer e estimated at : 

One armoured division 
Two infantry divis ions 
Two to thr ee infantry br igades 
Three to four oormnando for mati ons 

(Phot ostat and t ranslation : 9811.J.O.(D43)) 

On 17 Apr this estitlB.te was el abor at ed and revised as follows: 

1 ) Enemy forc es on the Italian mainl and available for 
a l anding as far up as Civitavecchia: 
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One armoured division 
One to two ar mour ed brigades 
Two armour ed battalions 
Two to three infantry divisions 
Three to f our independent brigades 

(paratroops & Guards) 
Three to four commando formations 

2) EneI:lY fo r ces from the High Command reserves in 
North .'\.frica811ailable for a landing in the area 
Genoa - Livorno: 

Three to four armoured divisions 
two armou~ed brigades 
eight to ten infantry divisions 
airborne troops equivalent to one division 
three to four coI!lillando formations 

(Photost at and translation: 981Al0, (D44)) 

(G. M. D. S. - 75138/29 , O,B. SW , Int reps , 14 and 17 Apr 44) 

67 . Whereas speculation at the highest l evels revolved 
around the question of l anding operations, the Commander of 51 
Mtn Corps quite naturally was mainly concerned with the dangers 
that threatened his forces on the land front . On 14 Apr General 
Feurstein issued an order in which he set forth in great detail 
the present condition of the Corps and the manner in which it 
was to conduct the coming defensive operations . Regarding 
wider aspects he stated that an immediate attack in the Corps 
area was not probable ; that the enemy was replacing exhausted 
divisions at Cassino and Nettuno with fresh ones , and that a 
decisive attack was t o be expected on the front of 14 Pz Corps. 
Radio interception was said to have shown t hat the headquarters 
of Eight 1.rmy had been transferred to the Napl es a r ea; the 
conjecture was made that Eighth !.:rmy might assume command of 
the whole sou~thern front , and Fifth f.:rmy move to the beachhead. 
( 981Al0, ( D45)) 

(G. M. D. s . - 55779/S , 51 Mtn Corps , w. n. 2 , .Appx c 244 , 14 .Apr 44 ) 

68. At Cassino , General Heidrich felt certain tha t 
a new attack on 1 Para Div was being staged by the 1...1.lies . His 
appreciation of the situation , dated 22 Apr 44, began with the 
foll owing r emarks : 

Now, as ever, the t ask is to hold the present position . 
The massif of Monte Cassino and the mountain range 
northwest of it form the key- point of the Corps front. 
Should the enemy succ eed in breaking through over the 
mountains into the Casilina pl a in, the whole Corps front 
adjoining it to the s :outh would be most seriously 
imperilled. The pr esent main line of r esistance , 
except for ·quite minor changes, r epr esents the last 
chance of preventing this . 

Observati on r esults point to a renewed enemy attack. 
The preparations are apparently well under way . l¥ithout 
any doubt, troops are being assembled in· the aren 
Partinello . - Cervaro - Portella. The enemy artillery 
has been reinforced and is ranging; enemy air r econnais ­
sance ~s very active . In my opini on the enemy must 
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carry out this attack in conjunction with his attack 
in the Nettuno bridgehead ••• 

(Photostat and translation : 9811UO.( D46)) 

( G. M.D. s . - 53271/6 t Tenth .1.\rmy,.VU).(\vol.3 Of Appx , l~ppx 499 , 30 .:~pr 
44, dated 22 Apr 44J 

69 . When General v . Senger proceeded on leave on 
18 Apr, General of .Artillery Walter Hartnann assUDed temporary 
command of 14 Pz Corps . On 22 lpr , l Para Div telephoned that 
an immediate a ttack was expected in the mountein arec northwest 
of Cassino (Colle s . t..ngelo - Massa /J.baneta) . This report was 
.duly transmitted to Tenth i.:rmy , but Corps went on record as 
"still considering an attack on the right wing as the burning 
problemn. The subject was further touched upon in the 'Var Diary 
for 23 Apr: 

••• It is possible that the enemy will advanc e with 
some forces (5 Cdn Armd Div) into the Belmonte valley 
with the intention of separating 5 Mtn Div from the 
South. The main attack must still be expected on 
the right wing . According to the dis positions of the 
enemy, an attack at and north of Cassino could only 
be undertaken with forces that are too weak for a 
breakthrough. Differing in this matter from the 
views of immediately concerned 5 Mtn Div, 14 Corps 
does not see a major threat in the movements of the 
en emy in that area ,M 

(G. M.D,S , - 58199/l, 14 Pz Corps , w. D. 6 , 18 - 23 Apr 44) 

H Daily reports O. B, SW to Army General Staf'f : 

23 Apr (for 22 Apr): Enemy dispositions ; prisoner of war 
ini'ormation : 

11 Cdn Inf' Bde of 5 Cdn Armd Div (with Irish R. c . ) 
in new area of commitment from prisoner taken at 
Valleluce . 

Tel cons Wentzell - Westphal , 23 Apr 

Wentzell: Something very queer he.s happened to us ; 
at the Cefalco a prisoner has been taken 
from the Inf Ede of 5 Cdn Armd Div . 

Vlestphal: Are they up there too? 

Went zell: Now we· are asking ourselves , what is he 
doing up here at the Cefalco? This seems 
to indicate that they intend to do some­
thing in the general direction of the 
Belmonte valley . 

(G.M,D. S . - H 22/134 , O. B. &¥, Daily sit reps , 23 Apr; 
53271/6 1 Tenth Army, w. D. 6, vol 3 of Appx , t el cons 
23 Apr 44} 
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?O . Later in the day Marshal Kesselring appeared 
at the tactical headquarters of 14 Corps and General Hartmann 
used the opportunity to advocate assembling a motorized reserve 
well to the rear (.l.5 Pz Gren Div) . "The Marshal clung to his 
ol d i dea of keeping local reserves in closest proximity to the 
front at as many points as possi ble'1 , but Hartmann evidently 
per sisted and finally obtained consent . He said that he planned 
to use the Divisional Headquarters at the coast to lighten the 
burden of 94 Inf Div. It is probable that this was the op~ning 
move in the plan to take 15 Pz Gren Div to the southern part of 
the front ; Hartmann did not believe in ttstring of pearls" tactics , 
and was will ing to weaken the Liri sector , where he did not 
expect a major thrust . 44 Inf Div was now to be responsible 
for the l eft Liri sector ; 71 Inf Div for the r ight . This 
d.ecision was of advantage to the Allies when the Eighth .A:rmy 
br eached the Gustav line in May . 

(G. M. D.S . 58199/1, 14 Pz Corps , w.n. 6 , 23 Apr 44) 

71. At the same meeting Kesselring expressed his 
current views on the situation. The most i mportant statements 
were recorded by the Corps ; it is interesting to not e that 
Kesselr ing now believed in a landing at Livorno : 

a) A l anding in Southern Fr ance is possible , but not 
ver y probable , owing to the great distance from 
the starting bases . 

b ) A l anding at Livorno is to be expected; its aim 
wi ll be to cut off Tenth and Fourteenth Armies 
and to advance t o Northern Italy in order to get 
as close to Germany as possibl e. 

c} An attack from the beachhead is not expected at 
this time . 

d) At the centre of 14 Pz Corps the for ces of the 
enemy are not strong enough for a large- scale 
att ack . Unless he dr aws upon major reserves in 
the African area , they are str ong enough only for 
attacks with a limited objective . If (meaning 
tif a ma j or attack takes place' }, then at the 
right wing . Enemy action at Cassino is expected. 

(G. M. n.s . - 58199/1; 14 Pz Corps, w. n . 6 , 23 Apr 44) 

72. The pr evailing conjecture was further strengthened 
by a tel ephone conversation between v .Vietinghoff and Kesselring 
shortly bef or e midnight: 

23 Apr 2355 hrs 

v,v. 

K. 

v.v. 

• •• Up here we have a JIDroooan deserter who 
cl aims that it (the bi g offensive) will start 
on 25 Apr. 

Wel l ! 

Upon receiving the news that 5 Cdn 1\.rmd Div 
has popped up ther e (Belmonte area), I gave 

' orders for another battalion of 114 Js Div 
to move to the Belmonte valley. 
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K. The picture becomes still mor e uncertain ? 

v.v. It now seems that in addition t o attacking on 
the coast he is going to do somet hing between 
Cassino and Monte Cairo. Heidrich also feels 
that he is bringing up forces . 

(G. M.D. S. - 53271/6 , Tenth Army , , .. r. n. 6, vol 3 of Appx , .:\p;-x 
377 , 23 Ji.pr 44 ) 

?3. On the next day 14 Pz Corps submitted a l engthy 
appreciation of the situation to Tenth Army (98LUO.(D41)) •. The 
document was a reiter ation of t he views which were now the 
consensus of opinion; marginal notes indi cate that higher- ups 
thoughtit was a piece of window- dressing for the War Di ery ; 
in spi te of all this the document is valuable as it contains a 
l i st of the changes i n dispositions that had been carried out 
and were pending within the Corps ar ea. 

(G.M. D.s . - 53271/6 , Tenth A:rmy , ~·.r . D. 6 , vol 3 of i..ppx , .:.ppx 499, 
24 llpr 44) 

74. In order t o adjust command arrangements to the 
needs of the coming battle , ~ . O .K.10 now moved the headquarters 
of 51 Mtn Corps behind the Cassino front and rearranged 
commands as f ollows: 

24 Lpr A. O.K. 10 To: 14 Pz Cor ps 
51 Mtn Corps 
O. B. SW (for information) 

Right: 14 Pz Corps with 94 Inf Div 
71 Inf Div 

Centre : 

Left: 

51 Mtn Corps with 

Group Hauck with 

15 Pz Gren Div 
1 Para Div 

44 Inf' Div 
5 Mtn Div 

114 Jg Div 

334 Inf Div 
305 Inf Div 

Group Hauck to be under command of 
51 Mtn Corps .1£ 

(G.M.D. S. - 53271/6, 10 l .:rmy , 1 ·1. n. 6 , vol 3 of _· .. ppx , : .. ppx 393 , 
24 Apr 44 ; J..ppx 448 , 27 ;~pr 44 ) 

15. When the big attack pr edict ed by the JIOroooan 
deserte~ ( one of the main r eas ons for the hurri ed conferences} 
failed to materialize , the high r anking officers who had packed 
their belongings in the evening and had ar isen at an early hour 
"in order to be r eady" telt r ather s heepish . Said Wentzell 
on the telephone : ''Whenever you are well prepared - nothing 

K Additional and far-reaching changes in command arrange­
mants t ook place on 17 May (see para 92 bel ow) . 
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happens n. !! 

(G. M. D.S . - 53271/6 , Tenth Army , 1~' . D. 6, vol 3 of .Appx, tel 
dons 23, 24, 25 Apr 44) 

76. The relief of 1 Cdn Inf Div by 10 Ind Div begc.n 
on 21 ~pr and was discovered by the Germans on 24 Apr . Signs 
pointing to a coming move had been noted on 19 Lpr ; o. B. SW 
reported to ! .:rrny General Staff: 

20 Apr (for 19 J .. pr) Consider able movement in the r ear 
area of 1 Cdn Inf Div. 

In the t elephone conversations of 24 and 26 Apr the subj sct 
was referred t o in the following r emarks : 

24 Apr Wentzell-. Well er ( 51 Mtn Corps) 

1035 hrs There is no change in the signal 
traffic of 1 Cdn Inf Div . 33l~ Inf 
Div must send somebody around and 
t o rear of that division . 

1740 hrs l Cdn Inf Div is now. not being 
intercepted. If we do not observe 
this relief it may have very unfortunate 
consequences. 

26 Apr Wentzell - Weller (51 Mtn Cor ps) 

1025 hrs 1...11 Canadi ans have l eft the sector . 

2250 hrs 10 Ind Div has been i n this area 
for from three to four days; it has 
r elieved the Canadians . The Indians 
s aw the Canadian vehicles pass by in 
a southerly direction . It i s poss ible 
th~t the · Italian units will be flanked 
by Canadian ins t ead of Polish units .JOI . 

H 14 Pz Corps to subordinate formations: 

1730 hrs 24 Apr 

Enemy large- scale offensive s eems to be directly 
imminent . Highest degree of readiness as of 
2400 hrs , 24 Apr 

C. of s. 14 Pz Corps 

(G. M. D.S. - 58199/22 , 14 Pz Corps , w. D. 6, vol 5 of Appx , 
Appx 736 , 25 hpr 44) 

, E€ With regard to the unexpected appearance of 10 Ind Div in 
Italy , c. of s . Tenth Jttmy said: 

The appearance of 10 Ind Div gave me quite a jolt 
because no intelligence s ourc e had noticed either 
their departure from the Orient or thei r arrival 
her e . Great gaps in the intelligence servic e are 
apparent! 

{G. M. D. S. - 53271/?t Tent h krmy, W. D. 6 , vol 4 of Appx , 
Appx 652 , 10 May 44J 
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(G. M. D.S . 75138/29 . O. B. sw, Int reps , 29 Apr 44; 53271/6 , Tenth 
ArDYt . War Di ary , vol 3 of Appx , tel cons 24 , 26 Apr 44) 

77. During these days a German r adio interception 
t eam obtained some scraps of information f r om a Canadian 
network : 

Shor t Range 'Vireless Interception Platoon "Mar ie". 
Report -for period 1900 hrs 24 Apr - 1900 hrs 25 Lpr 
(981Al0 . (D48)) 

• • • on a net wor k that was intercept ed for the firs t 
t ime on 25 Apr (2190 k i locyc l es) , an ot herwise un­
inter esting message at 1440 hrs mentioned Sgt. J . L. 
Bruneau , Regtl No . D 36391 o.nd an NCO J.M. R. Leonard , 
Regtl No . D 36662. According to t he volume "The 
Br i t ish /J:'!!J.y" , these numbers belong to a regiment 
wit h the code number 36 (Canadi an Military Di~triot 
No . 4, Headquar ter s in Montr eal, P. Q. }. Radio l ocation 
f inder indicates a station somewher e on a line from 
0. 5 km east of Monte Leucio nea r Pico to 2 kms south 
of Rocca d ' Evandro . 

This information was of little value to the Germans ; with the 
gr eat mixture of number s in Canadian units i t could never have 
been conclusive ; from the point of view of security in the 
field it mi ght be of interest however that onl y a few days 

. earlier the Germans had intertepted a message dealing with a 
pte Par sons, Regtl No . 702j091 and had concluded tha t he 
wns of and with 2 Bn London Irish Rifles (Royal Ulster Rifles) 
of 38 Bde , 78 Di v . 

(G. M.D. S. - 58200/5t 14 Pz Corps , 1~ . D . 6 , vol 4 of ~ppx , Appx 
574, ~. Appx 5671 

78. On 28 Lpr v. Vietinghoff tol d Kesselr ing that 
l\l. l ied dispos i t ions s eemed to be undergoing fur ther materia l 
changes ; on 29 Apr he sent a strong letter to t he Corps Command­
ers urging them to demand t he taking of prisoner s by all divisions, 
and on 30 Apr he was infor med by idr Liai son that JU.l ied for ces 
wer e bei ng concentrated behind the Liri front : 

30 Apr 2150 hrs . v . Vietinghoff - Hartmann 

v .V. The latest i nfor mation does not pr ove anything 
unless confirmed by t he taking of pri soner s . 
It seems to be cer tain however t hat a con­
centrntion is t aking place south of the Liri • • • 

The air liaison network r eports three enemy 
formations between Cassino o.nd the Lir i . This 
i s quite a bit ! · 

30 Apr, War Diary A. O.K.10: 

In view of the f act that one enemy Corps with 
three for mations is being reported between Liri 
and Cassino , 14 Pz Cor ps has been order ed to 
dispatch an oper ational r eser ve of one battalion 
t o Pignatoro . 
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The true size o.nd portent of the Allied striking force being 
assembled in this sector was not known to v ,Vietinghoff , and 
therefore he was thinking in terms of a mere diversionary attack, 

(G. M.D.S. - 53271/6 , Tenth Army t v1 . D. 6, vol 3 of Appx , tel cons 
28 Apr; ibid Appx 479 , 29 Apr ; ·:>J271/l , Jerith. Ar::JY, W.D- 6, 30 Apr4J+ 

79. The changes in the command arrangements that 
had been order ed by Tenth 1.:rmy on 24 .Apr were in the meantime 
being carried out ond became effective on 39 Apr . It was strongly 
felt that the interpolation of a third Corps headqunrters would 
have been the best solution , but none was available and permission 
to create one had been refused on an earlier oocasion.K When 
the .:.\rmy Commander called at Headquarters 14 Fz Corps on 26 .. 'i.pr , 
General Hartmann stressed the unsatisfactory aspects of the new 
arrangements : 

Experience has shown that the whole Cassino front from 
Terell e to south of the Liri must be in one hand and 
not divided . Either the Corps retains its many 
divisions and therewith the possibility of juggling 
with the reserves of five divisions ~ this was the 
secret of previous successes - or the Corps keeps only 
15 Pz Gren Div, 94 and 71 Inf Divs . 

A few days l ater General Feurstein made similar representations : 
Corps Group Hauck could not be handled properly from the new 
location of Corps Headquarters at Pescosolido, and tactical 
consider ations deme.nded unified comm.and in the Cassino area. 
Vith 15 Pz Gren Div moving to the right flank of 14 Pz Corps 
and 90 Pz Gr en Div also keeping its eyes turned to the coast , 
the Ar.my Commander then by the end of the first week of .May 
gave the order to extend the front of 51 Mtn Corps to the Liri 
and pl aced Group Hauck under direct command of the 1~ (see 
pa.ra 92 below). 

(G.M.D.S. - 55799/1 , 51 Mtn Corps , W. D. 2 , 30 Apr, 3 May 44; 
58199/22 , 14 Pz Corps, W. D. 6 , 26 ~pr 44) 

BO . At the end of the month Tenth Army issued a com-
prehensive "Enemy Situation Bulletin°. Allied dispositions , 
known or surmised , were entered on an attached map (981.A.10.\D49) ). 
I n this document ~~lied intentions were apprec i ated as follows: 

A conclusive estimate of enemy intentions cannot be 
made at the moment as troop movements continue, es­
pecially in the area of Eighth 1\rmy. It can be con­
sider ed as highly probabl e that the enemy is making 
preparations for a large- scale orrensive with the forces 
of Fifth Army facing our land front and with the southern 
forc es of Eighth Army. The enemy has a sufficient 
number of troops and l anding craft to carry out l anding 
operations on both sides of Gaeta. In the centre and 
on the northern sector of the front no large attacks 
a r e expected . 

(G. M. D. S. - 58533/11 , Tenth Army , Files of Sen Arty Comdr , May 44} 

M H.s. Report No . 18, para 163 ; G.M. D. s . - 53271/6 , Tenth 
Army, w. D. 6, vol 3 of Appx , Lppx 377, tel cons v . Vietinghoff -
Kesselring, 23 Apr 44 ) 
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81. The map that accompanied the above "Enemy Situation 
Bulletin" proved that the Germans were not well informed regarding 
the dispositions of 1 Cdn Corps. Corps Headquarters, e l ements 
of 5 Cdn J~rmd Div and 1 Cdn 1..rmd Bdo wer e shown as being in the 
r ear areas in unknown locati ons ; 1 Cd.n Inf Div was tentatively 
shown in the Volturno sector east of Mignano (ibid) • 

EFFECTS OF ALLIED DEXJEP.rIVE ME .. ~ 

82. At the very t ime when the above version of 
Canadian dispositions was being circulated , r epor ts of g r eat 
Canadian activity in the Salerno - Naples ar ea began to arrive , 
and an artfully creat ed Fata Mor gana· of Canadian f orces getting 
set for a landing oper ation was added to the alr eady nebulous 
German conception o~ JU.lied preparations . Kesselring wir ed to 
Army General Staff : 

1 May (for 30 Apr) 

Intelligence servic e r eports Beadqucrters 
1 Cdn Inf Div at NOC~RA ( 10 km NW Salerno ). 
Numerous Canadian troo~s and vehicles in Sale rno 
area. ( 981AlO.(D50)) ·· 

(G. M. D. S. - H 22/134 , O.B. SW, Dail y sit reps, 1 May 44) 

. 83. Dlring the ensuf ing f ew days the daily intelligence 
r eports of t he Headqua r ters Intelligence Se'Ction o. B. SVf carried 
the following items : 

4 May From Intelligence service : 

a) On 2 May Canadian t r oop movements (1st Cdn 
Inf Div?) in Sal erno ar ea ; direction towar ds 
Avellino and Naples . 

b ) 36 Am Inf Div said to have been moved to 
Aver so for exercises . 

8 May From r eliable source : 

On 7 May , in ar ea Pozzuoli (12 km WSW Napl es ) 
extensive l anding exercises of an fJD.e rico.n 
f ormation in strength of at least ono divis ion 
and in combination with armoured units . 

(G.M. D. S. - 75138/29 , Daily reports Int Sec O. B. SN) 
. 

84. Some additional information was r ecor ded by 
Tenth f..rmy ' s Intelligence section: 

5 May L confidentia l agent r eports the concentr ation 
of enemy troops in the Sal erno - Naples area . 
J\mongst others, 1 Cdn Inf Div is said t o be 
engaged there in manoeuvres . 

6 May A r el iable source r eports an engineer regiment 
in the Naples a r ea , pos s ibly 36 iJID. Engr Landing 
Regt. In view of the concentrations in th.Elt 
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area , and of the major role which this regiment 
has been playing in all major landings• this new 
informat ion mo.y be of significance. 

{G. M.D. S. - 53271/19 , Tenth ·i.rmy, Int reps May 44)* 

85 . In the absence of moro runple information from 
the files of O. B. SW, the pi cture as it developed during the 
first eleven days of May can be visualized t o some extent from 
the telephone conversations that were r ecorded at Headquarters 
of Tenth J...:rmy . During this time Tenth 1i:rmy did not capture any 
prisoner s; elements of 5 Cdn Armd Div were believed to be in a 
sector of secondar y importance , and 1 Cdn Inf Div seemed to 
have been i dentified in the Salerno - Naples area . The subject 
was not being further discussed . IJ'ter the false alarm in the 
last week of April, everything was quiet now: telephone 
conversations had become shorter and more perfUnctory; senior 

A considerable part of German operational intelligenc e 
was being obtained by meruis of wireless interception. 
Allied formations that were lax in matters of wireless 
security supplied a good deal of information; the worst 
offender , according to the records, was the French 
Expeditionary Corps. On 8 May 44 the German· Short 
Range Wirel ess Interception Pl atoon "Mar ie" reported: 

Enemy formations, .new: 

Canadian - new : Royal 22e Regt . 

On a French networ k (2470 Kz) two operators 
carried on the following conversation: 

1048 hrs 

First operator: Then you are a French Canadian too, 
and right from Montreal? 

Second operator: What a coincidence . We must seo 
one another. 

First operator : You must have s erved with Royal 
220 Regt . 

Second operatur: That ' s right . I ' ll be seeing you , pal . 

After this the oper ators conversed in the Engl ish lang­
uage. According t o the order of battle Royal 22e Regt 
belongs to the Canadian Brigade {sic) of 1 Cdn Inf Div . 
Since the network in question is a French network it 
must be assumed that the above soldiers from Canada are 
not serving with a Canadian formation but With a form­
ation of the French Expeditonary Corps. (981Al0.( D51) ) 

It is improbable that the German intelligence officer was 
right; it is probable on the other hand that he would have 
r aised a· hue and cry for information on 1 Cdn Inf Div, had 
that formation not been reported as being in the Salerno area. 
It may be well to note tho. t between 0600 hrs and 1300 .. 
hrs · ot • :th.lit day. R. 22e R. was moving from the Luc era country 
to Montesarchio in strict wireless silence . 

(G.M. D. S. - 58200/6 , 14 Pz Corps , Int reps May 44, iteI:l 
599; w.n. R. 22e ·R. , · 5- 8 .May :u). 
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off icers began to apply for leave , and thouglt;was being given 
to the possible relief of t ired 15 h Gren Div . · On 10 l!ay , . 
Wentzell (C . of s. Tenth Army ; just back from leave) and Colonel 
Beel i tz (temporar ily replacing General lffestphnl , c. of s . 
O .B . S\~) discussed the situation over the t elephone: 

1 0 Mny Wentzel l : ••• To my great pleasure ever ything is quiet . 
Only I do not known what is going on ; things 
are becoming ever more uncertain . 

Beelit z : I have told this to the Field Marshal . He 
l ooks very intently towards t he coast . Yes ­
t erday there was another very interesting 
l anding exercise down there near Naples . 
The Marshal thinks that t hey have selected 
an area that typically r esembles the Gaeta -
Formia - Minturno sector . I would r ather say 
that it corresponds to the sector Gaeta -
Terracina . * 

Wentzell: Why that sector in particular? One could 
well say that it is up there at Civitavec­
chia.JDE 

Beelitz : No. Up there it looks different • 
• • • 

Wentzel l: In past times one heard at least once in a 
while that such and such division had left 
Africa; but now one hears nothing. Churchill 
has cer tainly succeeded in cover ing up every 
move , just as he told us in his speech ••• 

The successor of Canar is said that he would 
do everything in his power . But we hear 
nothing from the rear areas , into which we 
cannot penetrate . After all this is his 
business . ~-

••• 
Since 10 Ind Div has appeared without c.ny 
advance notice I have become quite sceptical; 
I think it not impossible that things are going 
on of which we have no idea. 

~ Kessel ring •s opinion was reflected in his own words by n 
r emark which he made to v . Vietinghoff over the telephone 
on the ne~ morning: 

11 .May ••• As you know , the landing of an armoured divi ­
sion wns being enacted at Pozzuoli . Looking at 
t he pic ture of the cocst down there , one notes a 
gr eat . r os emblanoe to the area of which Sperlonga 
i s the centr e . 

(G. M. D. S. - 53271/ 8 t Tenth Army, w.n. 6, vol 5 of Ap~x , 
Appx 670, 11 May 44J 

At that moment Wentzell unwittingly came close to assisting 
Gener al .Alexander' s plan of deception . 
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One can think of a thousand possibilities , 
but which one will materialize nobody can 
s~y . It is just like Napoleon s aid: "When 
you prepare yourself for 100 possibilities , 
the lOlst one happens ; the one f or which 
you have made no preparations" . 
• • • 
But if they do anything in the near future , 
it must be Rome . -

Beelitz: In which case the question is: Mouth of the 
Tiber or Civitavecchia? The Marshal thinks 
however that it will be Terrac ina or Gaeta . 

(G. M.D,s . - 53271/7, Tenth Army, W. D. 6 , vol 4 of A:ppx , Tel cons 
1- 10 May 44) 

86. While the records show that Kesselring firmly 
believed in the imminence of an JU.lied landing, there are no 
indications that he had ever quite definitely decided in his 
mind which particular stretch of coast would be the most probable 
scene of the action. It will be shown later that ~ong after the 
opening of the land offensive he clung to the idea of an attack 
from the sea. To mention one case in point; he did not r elease 
29 Pz Gren Div for intervention at t he f r ont until the evening 
of 20 May, when, after four fruitl ess r equests by his c. of s. , 
the Commander of Fourteenth Ju:m.y personally had urgently demanded 
the dispatch of the Division t o his crumbling eastern f lank 
(see para 123 below ). 

(G. M. D.S. - 59091/1 , Fourteenth Army, W. D. J, 20 May 44) 

87. There is no doubt that very serious oosideration 
was given to the possibility of a landing in the Civitavecchia -
Tarquin1a sector. With 92 Inf Div deployed on its left flank , 
29 Pz Gren Div was poised in the Oriole - Viterbo area for a 
quick counter-thrust. The Vfar Diary of Fourteenth f.:rmy shows 
that an exercise "Buechsenlicht" (defence of Civitavecchia -
Tarquinia sector) was held on J May. Kesselring and high officers 
from many formations were present and explored the various aspects 
and implications of the hypothetical case . _t\s a direct r esult 
of this exercise , 29 Pz Gren Div was ordered t o r edeploy its 
forces in a manner more closely corresponding to the tactical 
requirements of such a situation. The master of deception at 
Headquarters 15 f.rmy Group had well succeeded in influencing 
the mind of the enemy commander; in the event 29 Pz Gren Div 
was retained in the Viterbo sector far too l ong, and in spite 
of the fact that at the critique of the exercise it seems to 
have been the consensus of opinion that from the point of view 
of Allied strategy a landing at Civitavecchia was not an ideal 
aol~tion and thererore a course of action less probable than 
others. 

(G.M.D.S . - ibid; 59091/3 , Fourteenth !.:rmy , W. D. J, vol 2 of Lppx , 
Appx 371, 37~?3) 

88. The narratives that have been pr epar ed by ranking 
Gennan prisoners of war undoubt edly are a valuable enrichment 
to the fUnd of information on the enemy. But it cannot be 
overlooked that even to the bes t of minds the task of vn-iting 
history from memory presents difficulties of a formidable nature . 
A case in point is found in connection with attempts to assess 
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the true measure of the effects that wer e obtained by the ..:.llied 
schemes of decepti on prior to and during the battle for Rome . 
General Bessel (one of those who would have pr eferred a timely 

w1tla6rawal.to shorter DOs itions in order to unite the two ~lrmies 
and to create r eserves) in his narra tivo "The C Position" 
states: 

••• Right into the month of May, O. B. SV,t clung to the 
idea ·that the centre of gr avity of the forthcoming 
battles would be loca t ed in the ~driatic sector. 
This was to be fatal • •• 

(.Q:e. £..!i, para 43 !. above) 

Such a contention is not f ounded on fact , and is fully con­
t r adicted by the large body of r ecorded and available evidence . 

89 . A misapprehension of lesser degr ee ap~ears in 
Wentzell ' s "The Italian Campaign" {Translation : (961.0lJ(D2)) 

The German conunand appr eciated enemy intentions as 
follows: 

c) A major l anding on about tho scale of l.nzio, ror 
example in the Civitavecchia area, was consider ed 
as possible , but not probable on acc ount of the 
( implied] dispersal of Allied forces ••• 

Wentzell, although· of the high officers of Army Group "C"1 
possibly the one most richly endowed with the gifts of per­
spicacity and clarity of mind , in this particular i nstanc e 
s eems to state his own opinion r ather than that of Kesselring , 
whose pr ocesses of thoughthad of necessity to encompass strategical 
consider ations of broader ramifications . It may also be noted 
en passant that Wentzell had bean on l eave during the week in 
which the 1..llied l anding exercises had been staged for the benefit 
of German commanders. Under these circumstances it is particul arly 
fortunate that, apart from Wentzell ' s narrative , an authoritative 
account of the situation was l a id down in the narrative based on 
the r ecords of the 1.rmed Forces Operations Staff {v.Schrannn, .QE. 
.£.!.!, para 4 above) . A full translati on of the s ection of the 
document dealing with t he fighting up to the time of the break­
through into the Senger position appears in .i' .. ppendix "A" to this 
r eport. fA.le to its importance in connect i on with the appraisal of 
"the deception" , (although in par t touching on matters examined 
in later paragraphs) , the f e llowing is being quoted her e from 
that source: 

b) Review of the Situation and our own Countermeasures . 

It was inunediately clear t o the German Su~reme 
Command that the attack under way aga inst the right 
wing of the Tenth German Army by nine infantr y and two 
armoured formations e.s well as other unattached armoured 
formctions , was an operation with a far- reaching obj ect­
ive, and that it was the f irst phase of the plruined 
gener a l offensive of the J .. llies . Fr om the start our 
own countermeasures were subj ect t o a severe handicap • 
Although a number of t he enemy formations up to now 
assumed to be in the r ear areas of the southern front 
wer e identified at the front itself , the enemy appear ed 
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to be holding a further number of unattached formations 
(e . g • .36 .Amer, l Cdn Inf , 6 s . Jj'rican /U"llld Divs) in 
the Naples area r eady for oper ational coimnitment 
{communicati on from Gen v . B. 15 May; r eport from O. B. SV/ 
16 Ma,y). ~ With these he could have mnde an erveloping 
l anding at any time . Furthermore , t hree French 
formations and one :.merican were assumed to be now in 
Corsica. These wer e probably the advance troops of 
the Nor th Ja.frican r eserve, earmarked f or a landing in 
souther n France. It was also conc eivable that this 
Cor s i can group had been provided for a new landing on 
O. B. SW ' s Tyr rhenian flank; even that the en emy , by 
relinquishing hi s designs on the French Mediterranean 
coast, would commit all his fre e western Mediterranean 
for ces against I taly . This might well mean that the 
entir e western invasion would not take place , and that 
the I t alian theatre of war would become the r eal 11Second 
Fr ont" ( si trep 19 May) . Furthermor e , on 15 May the port 
of Bari was crowded with an unusual number of vessels , 
which occasioned a passing conc ern f or the ~driatic 
flank too (sitrep 16 May) , and the expectation that 
the enemy would also advance from the Nettuno bridgehead. 
The na tural cons equence of these considerat i ons Has that 
those at high command levels could only resolve 
hesitatingly and s t ep by step to r el ease the major 
reserves , which wer e bei ng held r eady on the coasts 
and in northern Italy, for the threatened r ight wing 
of Tenth ltrmy . The situation was similar to that which 
was to prevail in Normandy a month l ater . Hore too the 
possibil ity of a s econd l a rge- scale landing in the area 
of Fi fteenth .'i:rmy curtailed the early and concentrated 
commi tment of the available res er ves on the Cotentin 
front. · 

Soon however , 1 Cdn Inf Div , 6 S . .. li'rican .. 'l..rmd Drv , 
etc , were identified at the front , and t h us the con­
centr ation of forc es in the Napl os area was known to have 
been dispersed (sitrep 19 May) . At about the end of 
May , another fact became apparent, which was decisive 
for an appreciation of t he enemy ' s intentions . This 
was the gradual draining awo.y of t he N •. :l.frican r eserve 
(communica tion Gen v . B. 2 Jun) . 

(Wentzell , The Italian Campaiila , English text, page 28; G. M. D. S. -
5 3271/1 1 Tenth ArlllY, W . D., 4 y 44; 5 3271/7 , Tenth Jt.rmy , "'. D. 6, 
vol 4 or Appx , tel cons 10 May 44; Appx "A" t o this r eport , 
pp. 2 and 3) 

TENTH l.RMY ON THE EVE OF THE ALLIED OFFENSIVE 

90. On the day t hat ended with the opening of the 
great J..llied offensive, command a rrangements and dispositions 
of Tenth 1.:rmy had r each ed the point wher e t h e Germans were 
confident of being able t o rol l with the punch. Kesselring 

The pictur e of JU.li ed 41spoa1t1ono. as seen by the enemy 
pr i or to the beginning of the May offensive , appears on a 
ser i es of "Enemy Situation Maps 0 • Photostati c co:_Jies of 
these maps f or 28 Apr t 7 May, 12 May and 13 May 44 are being 
retained (981AlO. (D52J) . 

(G. M. D. s . - 58200/ 18 , 14 Pz Corps , 0 Enemy Situati on Maps " , 
l Jan - .30 Jun 44) 
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said: "I f eel that we have done all that is humanly possiblet• . 
1\llied Wireless t r affic had been consistently moderate ; nothing 
of an alarming nature had been reported ; on the occasion of the 
cus t omary morning call v.Vietinghoff had said to Kesselring : 

11 May 0905 hrs There is no~hing special going on . 
Yesterday I called at. the Headquarters 
of the two Corps; both Cor ps command­
er s told me as one that they did not 
yet have the impr ession that anything 
was going to happen . 

Later in the day the liaadquarters of Tenth .Army at Hass a d ' "Ube 
was bombed from the air , but nevertheless v .Viotinghoff departed 
in the evening for Hitler's Headquarter s to r eceive a decoration.I 

(G. M. D. S. - 53271/8, Tenth Ar my , W. D. 6, vol 5 Of Appx , ~·Lppx 670 , 
11 May 44} 

91. It may be permissible to wonder whether v.Vi e,ingb.Oft 
was not l ed to overoptimism by his desire t o depart for Hitler ' s 
Headquarter s and t o arrive there without the burden of unpleasant 
news. JAiring the same conversation in which the commander of 
51 Mtn Corps r eportedly stated that he did not expect an immediate 
attack, he had also made serious r epresentations regarding the 
numerical weakness of his troops . In the War Diary of 51 Mtn 
Corps we find the following entry: 

10 May Visit of i.:rmy Commander and disoussion with 
1930 hrs Corps Connnander . 

The Corps CoIIllllander points out that the 
present pos itions of 44 Inf Div cannot be held 
against the enemy , who is superior i n material 
and numbers. To prevent a shat tering of the 
forces it would be better to withdraw to the 
Senger Ri egel and to give up C~ssino , ther eby 
freeing forces for the creation of reserves . 
Unless the higher command makes this decision , 
an orderly withdrawal will not be possibl e . 
The J.:rm.y Commander does not share this view and 
emphasizes the importance of holding Cassino 
and the present lines . 

At the t ime of his arrival at the southern front, Gener al Fourstein , 
aged 60 , was not well known t o the younger gener al officer s , and 

Something that may well have been part of t he deceptive plan 
occurred on the northern salient of the front. Lively 
vehicle traffic in the Allied sector facing 334 Inf' Div 
and 114 J g Div had been report ed on 9 May: 

Tel cons ' lO May: 

v.Vietinghoff: Something extraordinary is the heavy 
vehicle traffic in the North . 

Kesselring: One must keep an eye on this • 

v.Vietinghoff : Of oours e . At any r ate , nothing can 
be taken away from there . 

(G.M. n.s. - 53271/1 , Tenth Army , w. n. 6, 9 May 44; 53271/7, 
Tenth 1.rmy , w. n. 6, vol 4 of Appx , Appx 652, 10 May 44) 

.· 
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had been d~scussed with a tinge of condescension. But in tho 
meantime , he had shown good common sense , zeal and insight, and 
hed risen greatly in their estimation . In this case , however, 
his opinion Was brushed aside despite t he l ogic Of his r eaSOQing. 
Cassino had become a symbol; v.Viet inghoff may have ~elt that 
the Fuehrer would never countenance a withdrawal f r om Cassino 
without a fight to. the bi~ter end., 

(G. M. D. S. - 55889/ 1, 51 M:bn Corps, W. D. 2, 10 Amy 44) 

92. The first shuffle i n command arrangements had 
been concluded b v the end of ~pril (paras 74 and 79) . It 
had only been an intermediate solution; mor e and more it was 
being f elt that the Cassino front from Torelle t o the Liri 
ought to be under ·one command , and that 14 Pz Corps had become 
unwiel dy ~d overburdened with pr oblems, What was planned to be , 
and perforce had to be, the final arrangement , was order ed on 
7 May and completed by the evening of 10 May: 

Tenth :lrTD.Y Army. br dcr No . 8 7 May 44 

(Photostat: 981!.U.O. (D53) ) 

On 10 May , 1800 hrs the following command ar rangements 
will become ef fective : 

14 Fz Corps 

51 Mtn Corps 

Group Hauck 

from Terracina to Liri r iver with 

15 Pz Gr en Div 
94 Inf Div 
71 Inf Div 

f r om Liri river to right boundar y of 
334 Inf Div with 

44 Inf Div 
1 Para Div 
5 Mtn Div 

114 Jg Div 

f r om right boundary 334 I nf Div to 
Silvi with 

334 Inf Div 
305 Inf Div 

Group Hauck directly subordinated to ~. O . K.10~ 

(G. M. D. S. - 53271/7 , Tenth /.rmy, 11
•
1. D. 6 , vol 4 or . .' .. p·~x, l~ppx 611, 

7 May 44·) 

M In connection with the planned final line- up of Tenth l.:rmy 
f or 10 May 44, copi es of the following document s are being 
ret ained; 

Tenth Army; Pl anned fina l I nfantry dispositions for 10 May 44 
(.14 Pz Corps and 51 Mtn Cor ps ). (Ibid, 11.ppx 6lld) -
(981Al.O . (D54)) ~ 

Tenth Army; Planned final Artillery dispositions for 10 May 
44. ( Ibid~ Appx 3 to Appx 6llc) - (9811UO.( D55)) 

Tenth .'1.rmy; List of att achments of G.H.Q. troops under 
conmand of Tenth Army , 4 May 44 . (Ibid , ~ppx 564) -
(981.'UO.(D56)) -----
Tenth Army ; Report on number and type of tanks with each 
division on 10 May 44 . (Ibid , Appx 657)- {981.i~O . ( D57)) 

Tenth J\rm.y ; Graphic picture or fig~ting strength of formatia:B 
on 28 Apr 44. (Ibid , li.ppx 626) - ( 981..UO. ( D58)) 
22 Flak Ede , sit map 20 Lpr 44 . (~, 11.ppx 639} - (98Ll.l.O. 
(D59}). 
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93 . The headquarters of the various formations "f Tenth .Army on 12 May were in the following locations: 

10 Army Massa d'J:..lbe (near .Lvezzano) 

305 Inf Div Spoltore 
334 Inf Div Rocca.montepiano 

51 Mtn Corps Pescosolido 

114 Jg Div 
5 Mtn Div 
1 Para Div 

44 Inf Div 

Sulnona 
.. Uvito 
SW Roccasecca 
(Tao H. Q. - Castrooielo) 
Monte Leucio 
(Note : The infantry reginonts of 
the Division were north of Cass ino ; 
see para 96 below) 

14 Pz Corps Morgato (near Frosinone) 

71 Inf Div S . Oliva 
94 Inf Div Massa Valle d 1Itri 
15 Pz Gren Div Fondi 

The bulk of 90 Pz Gren Div was being reorganized at t he t ime south 
of Rome between Ostia and Castel Gandolfo; the status of the 
Division was that of Army Group Reserve; in other respects it was 
under command of Fourteehth .. :..my; one r einforced brigade group of 
the Division was still at Fondi , and received its orders via 
14 Pz Corps; that force was composed of 200 (mech) Gren Regt ; 2 Bn 
190 f,:rty Regt; 2 Coy 190 Engr Bn (then on colIII!l.and t o 51 Mtn Corps) . K 

(G.M. D. S. - 53271/1 , Tenth i'.:rmy , 1'/ . D. 6 , 25 Apr ; 53271/6 , Tenth 
Army., D. w. 6, vol 3 of .. "..ppx , 1~ppx Q..4, 25 Apr 44; sit maps 
11 May 44) 

Correct orders of battle of Fourteenth A._T"IDY and Arm.eegruppe 
v . Zangen on 11 V..ay 44 appear in Viscount Alexander ' s Despatch : 
"The Allied Armies in Italy". (See : Order of battle of 
Allied and enemy Armies in Italy; excerpt from above despatch 
(213Al5 . 012(D2))}. A map showing the locations, formations 
and units of Armeegru~pe v . Zangen on 1 May 44 is being 
retained (981AZ. (D36)} . At that time the various headquarters 
of the A.rmeegruppe were in the following locations ! 

Arme~rru~pe v . Zangen 
~Corps 

H. G. Pz Div 
162 Inf Div (Turc) 
356 Inf Div 

·135 Fortress Bde 

Corps Witthoeft 
Elements of 
278 In1' Div 

Corps Kuebler 

278 Inf Div 

near Verona 
near Parma 
near Lucca, north of Livorno 
near Livorno 
at Sassorra near Genoa 
at La Spezia 

near Forli 

in area Ravenna - Rimini -
Pesaro - Ancona 
between Udine and Goritzia 

near Trieste 
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94. .:S usual the pictur e of German dispositions had 
been complicated by the s epar ation of many units from their 
parent formations . In this part icular instance t he situation 
maps of Tenth l'i:rm.y are not r eally suitab~ e for t he est ablishment 
of detailed dispositions at any given moment . h situation map , 
prepar ed on 11 and 12 May, and many other documents wer e destr oyed 
in the ai r raid on Massa d ' f.lbe on 12 May ; the period from 
4 - 16 May is cover ed by a situation trace for 14 May end by 
three maps , each sh~ning in a sketchy manner the progr ess of 
events f or a certain number of days . iU.l four documents ar e 
being r et a ined in photost atic form: 

Tenth .Army, sit map 4 - 7 May 44 (981JUO.( D60)) 
Tenth Army, sit map 7 - 10 May 44 ( 981.Al O. ( I>t•)) 
Tenth ,'.rmy, sit map 11 - 16 May 44 (981.£.10. (6~)) 
Tenth J-,:rmy , sit trace 14 May 44 (98L.J.O.(D63) ) 

The value of these phot ostat s is l essened by the fact that the 
slight differ enc es in col our between entries denoting events 
on differ ent days do not show well on photostatic copies . The 
same difficulty exists in the case of the pert inent situation 
maps of 14 Pz Corps. From the point of view of the present 
report it is therefore fortunate t hat the very sector in which 
1 Cdn Corps operated i s shown from day to day in en unbroken 
series of situation t r aces pr epar ed by 51 Mtn Corps . The muster 
map and the dai ly traces fron 12 - 31 May ar e useful for tho 
examination of events in the sector between the Li ri and tho 
Casilina; the documents in question ure being r eta ined in photo­
static form: 

51 Mtn Cor ps• ?I.aster Map of Liri sector ( 981..UO. (D64.)) 
51 Mtn Cor ps , sit traces 12 - 31 May (981AlO.(D65 )) 

( G. M. D.S. - 5 3271/ 13, Tent h krr:J.y , W. D. 6 , vol 10 of J~ppx, l~ppx 614, 
659, 673b, 7lla; 55779/4, 51 Mtn Corps, W.D. 2, vol 2 of 1ippx "B" 
(12-24 May); 51 Mtn Corps , "! . D. 2 , vol 3 of 1 .. ppx "B" (25 - 31 May 44 ) 

GERM.r.N DISPOSITIONS BETVJEI!N LIRI RIVER !.ND Cli.SSINO 
ON 12 w._y 

95. In tho foregoing paragr aphs the reasons have been 
shovm that l ed t o the dispositions of Tenth .:~ as they were on 
the eve of the attack on the Gustav line . Some aspects have been 
stressed becaus e they are of specifically Canadian inter est ; 
others, in their varying degrees of ponotration , r efl ect the 
unevenness and tho limitations of the source mat erial . Subsequent 
paragraphs ar e mainly devoted to the event s i n the norther n Liri 
seotor. An equally full description of oper ations in other sectors 
would transcend the scope of the present r eport. General 
information assumes a mor e incidental cheracter , as, strategically 
speaking, onco the battl e has been j oined the die has been cast 
and interest in tactica l devel opments becomes paramount for the 
moment. The lack of Ger man documents from divisional and l ower 
l evels prevents the deta iled descr iption of situations where 
Canadian units crune to grips with the enemy ; noreover , tel ephone 
conver sations, usually a good source of det ail, wer e greatly 
curtailed on the critical days by the effects of ar tiller y fire . 
They ,provide little added information , and what f ollows , therefore, 
has been taken from the slender seams of pertinent fact in the · 
r ecords of Tenth Army and 51 Mtn Corps . 
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96. When 13 Brit Cor ps attccked across the Gari on 
12 May, the Gernnn. linos wore not strongly mnnnod. Fourstein 
and Heidrich had been l ed to believe that tho main pressure 
would be brought to bear against tho Monte Cairo hinge ; the 
Gari was evidently being r egarded as a forr.lidable obstacle , and 
therefore the southern portion Of the Cassino front bad not 
been strengthened as originally called for by the "Final Plan 
of Dispositions". lit the tine of the attack,~Headquarters 44 
Inf Div was r es ponsible for the sector froo Massa de Vivo 
(1 lan south of tho Via Casilina) to the Liri . But the two 
infantry brigades of the Division were north of Cassino.I KJ£ 

The town of Cassino was defended by 1 and 2 Bns 4 Para Regt; 
the fraction between Cas'ilina and Massa de Vivo was occupied 
by M. G. Bn 1 Para Div .~lDf South of the Liri were 131 Regt (of 
44 Inf Div but with 71 Inf Div) and 44 Reec e Bn (of 44 Inf Div 
but with 71 Inf Div)~EE German troops in the frontal area of 

On 8 May, Maj - Gen Dr. Franek had been r epl aced ~s Co~ander 

of 44 In1' Div by Lieut- Gen Bruno Ortner; on the se.I!lo day 
the divisional headquarters had assumed conmand of the 
sector north of the Liri: 

H. Q. 44 Inf Div has been withdrawn from its . 
old sector to assume command in the Liri sector 

. (hithert o 15 Pz Gren Div) at 1200 hrs 8 May . 

H.Q. 15 Pz Gren Div transfers to Fondi and has 
assuoed coDI!18Jld of the coastal sector between 
Terracina and west of Gaeta (Terracina - Sperlonge) . 

(G.M.D.S . - 53271/7 , Tenth Army, W.D. 6 , vol 4 of Appx , 
Appx 624, ? May 44; 53271/11 Tenth i'ixmy t w. D. 6, 7-9 May; 
58199-1, 14 Pz Corps, W. D. o, 8 May , 10 Muy 44) 

~~ According to the original plans the sector north of the 
Liri was to have beon occupied at that time by 134 and 
132 Gren Regts (44 Inf Div) . This was not the case; the 
two regiments had been ordered to renain in their previous 
positions north of Cassino . On 7 May , 134 Gren Regt and 
elements of 96 .J.rty Regt (44 Inf Div ) had passed under 
coimnand of 5 Mtn Div, while 132 Gren Regt came under that 
of l Para Div. 

(G. M.D.S. - 53271/l, Tenth 1..:rmy, W.D. 6, 7-9 May; 53271/13 , 
Tenth !J'my , W. D. 6 , sit map 7-10 May 44 (Photostat: see 
para 94 above) 

1£E£ rAJ.e to pressure from highest levels, and after much delay 
and argument, 3 Bn 4 Par a Regt had been withdrawn froza 
Cassino on 7 May and was ·on its way to France to serve as a 
nucl eus for 5 Para Div (then being organized) . 
(G.M.D.S. - 53271/?, Tenth Army , w.n. 6, vol 4 of Appx, tel 
cons 1-10 May ; 58199/1, 14 Pz Cor ps , w.n. 6, 8 May 44} 

EDE* 44 Int Div (and therefore also its 134 Gren Regt} carried 
the honorary title 0 Reichsgrenadierdivision Hoch and 
Deutschmeister"~ In Gernan docunents the numerical and 
the name designations were being used indiscriminately. To 
prevent confusion this feet I!lllst be considered in any 
research r egarding this division. In the present report 
the short numericol designation is being used. 
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Headquarters 44 Inf Div were: 

North: l Bn 115 Pz Gren Regt (15 Pz Gren Div) 
elements J Bn 115 Pz Gren Regt (15 Pz Gren Div) 

Centre (astride S. 1.ngel o) : 

2 Bn 576 Gr en Regt (Group Bode ; detached 
from 305 Inf Div) 

South: l Bn 576 Gren Regt (Group Bode ; detached 
f r on 305 Inf Div ) 

el ements J En 115 Pz Gren Regt (15 Pz Gren Div)w 

The northwester n Liri sector was therefore being defended by 
five battalions , including M. G. Bn 1 Pare Div (51 Mtn Cor ps , 
sit trace 12 ?&ly , see para 94 above)lElf JUE~ iu'tillery dispositions 
ar e being dealt with in par a 100. 

THE FORCING OF THE GUST_·_v LINE 
(12 - 15 May) 

12 May 

97. In German war diaries the events of the day in 
the northe r n Liri sector were described as foll ows : 

Tenth Army: 

51 Mtn Gorps: . . 

At S . f.ngelo and Petr acone the crossing of 
the Garigliano (sic) by the enemy could 
not be pr evented despite our own heavy 
mor tar end artillery fire . 

During the norning the eneoy crossed the 
Gari a bout 500 .inetr es south of S . i.ngelo as 
well as northwest and southwest of 65 (NW 
and SW Masso de Vivo) . He is bridging the 
river . Although the penetration 1 km 
south of S . Angelo is being eliminated during 
the morning , the enemy is successful in the 
North. /..fter bringing up JO tanks just 

I 2 Bn 115 Pz Gren Regt was with 71 Inf Div . (sit naps) 

][]( l Coy 33 Anti- tenk Bn (15 Pz Gren Div) , with twelve he <-'.vY 
anti-tank guns , was in the nor thern Liri sector with 1 
or 3 Bn 115 Pz Gren Regt (it was not shown on the avail­
abl e sit maps ). 

(G. M. D.S . - 55779/9 , 51 Mtn Corps , W. D. 2 , Appx ucn J67a , 
13 May 44) 

JOEK Elements of 907 Aslt Gun Bde were also pr esent in the 
northern Liri sector. Of the bulk of the brigade however 
the Corps Comnander said that owing t o lack of fuel it 
arrived too l ate to inter vene in the fighting for tho 
Gustav Line . He told Gener al v .Vietinghoff that he intended 
to initiat e court-martial proceedings against the Brigade 
Commander. No additionel evidence has been found . 

(G.M. n.s . - ibid; 53271/8 , Tenth .. ".ray , ~i;r . D . 6, vol 5 of Appx , 
Appx 719, 14~ 44) 
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northeast of s . J.ngelo he is succeeding 
in penetrating our main line of resistance , 
but is being blocked at C.Nardone . Heavy 
cross- river traffic in the area of c. Colle 
Jarone cannot be stopped in spite or well 
ained concentr ations or f ire ; the enecy 
t her e Lia.de a penetrati.on an~ ,.i~ ~eing 
bl ock a-;i ·on t~e r oad l auding f r oM Pe t rareone 
t o the.North . ii 

Early in the day the Germans wer e unaware of the identity of 
t he armoured for ces that were bridging the Gari . Later in tho 
day a certain a.mount of unconfirmed information becal!le available . 
The intelligence report of Tenth 1.:rmy for 12 Uay contains the 
f oll owing entry : 

In the southern bridgehead 8 Ind Div with 17 and 
19 Bdes has been identified by prisoners . ~coording 

to the captured Indians about 100 Canadian tan.ks are 
attached to this force . (1 Cdn Armd Bde ) (On the 
"Enemy Situation Map " of Tenth Arm.y on 1.3 May , 1 Cdn 
lJ'Illd Bde was shown as being with 8 Ind Div , followod 
by a question mar k}. (See para 89 above , footnote) 

Ther e was however no doubt in Ger man minds about the serious 
nature of the attack that was developing in the sector. The 
advance of a rmoured elements on the extr eme l eft wing of 13 
Brit Cor~ to the Facciano area exposed the left f l ank of 71 
Inf Div . 1'113 a palli ative 115 Reece Bn (1 5 Pz Gr en Div) was 
now being sent to the assistance of 131 Gren Regt along the 
Liri river. As a major counter- measure the conmander of 14 
Fz Corps demanded and obtained the despatch of 200 (mech') Gr en 
Regt (90 Pz Gr en Div) to the Liri sector . 

WA ·.Tenth krmy : 200 {mech) Gren Regt moves to the area 
Pontecorvo - S. Giovanni - S. Oliva. 
Remains at disposal of 1.rmy Group "C ". 
Orders via 14 Pz Cor ps . 

W. D. 51 Mtn Corps: 
Pointing out the seriousness of the 
situation , the Corps collJillander obtains 
the despatch of 200 (mech) Gren Regt to 
the area Pontecorvo - S. Giovanni -
S. Oliva. Regarding commitment however , 

* On 11 May 44 the 4th edition of the map of Italy, 1:100 , 000 
(with new numbers for large squares and refer ence points) 
was taken into use . (98L11.J.O. (D66)) 
The next change in map code occurred on 25 May 44 (see 
para 136f ) . (Note : l.n explanation of the Ger man method 
of map references by reference point s appear in H.S. 
Report No . 18 , .Appx "B". ) · 

(G. M. D. S , - 55779/4 , 51 Mtn Corps , W. D. 2 , .~ppx "Bn) 

'The deep northern flank of 14 Pz Corps is being threatened 
by the enemy, who hes broken through at S. lUlgelo and who 
has deployed tanks able t o fir e to the South between 53/12 
and 53/13 (Faccione fraction along the left bank of the 
Liri)u . 

(G.M. D. S . - 58200/1, 14 Pz Corps , Int Reps , 12 !1ay 44) 



- 50 -

in view of a possible landing behind tho 
front and until a definite focal point 
can be r ecognized , the Field Marshal 
reserves the decision for himself . ~or 

the moment the Regi ment r etains tho status 
of an i"u:my Group Res erve. 

By noon 1 2 May, 51 Mtn Corps was fully awar o of t he need for 
r einforcements south of Cassino , end the following or ders wore 
issued: 

W. D. 51 Mtn Corps 

1255 hrs 

1255 hrs 

1825 hrs 

2250 hrs 

2.305 hrs 

2400 hrs 

114 Jg Div to despatch the reserve battalion 
of 741 Jg Regt (114 J g Div) to the s outhern 
flank of the Corps . 

5 Mtn Div to despatch 85 Reece Bn (5 Mtn 
Div) to the e.rea of 44 Inf Div. 

Orders to 44 Inf Div , 5 Mtn Div and 114 Jg 
Div for the f ormati on of Battle Group Schulz 
(see below) , and for t he withdrawal fron 
the front lines of 5 Mtn Div of 

two companies 134 Gren Regt 
t wo companies 100 l.ftn Jg Regt 
t wo companies 85 lltn Jg Regt 

Lleut- Gon Heidrich assumes command also of 
the area of 44 Inf Div . 

5 Mtn Div to despatch two mechanized 
batteries t o 1 Para Div ; two companies 
of 190 Engr Bn (90 Pz Gren Di v ) to 44 Inf 
Div . 

44 Inf Div r eports that tho situation cannot 
be stabilized with the troops in tho s ector 
and r equests additional forces . 

Regarding the purpose and the composition of Battle Group 
Schulz , the War Diaries pr ovi de t he r ol l owing information: 

Tentli Army: To s eal off penetrations , a battle group • 
is being formed in the area north of ~quino . 

It will be comilUilded by Col onel (Karl- Lothar) 
Schulz , Cmdr l Para Regt , and will cons ist of: 

Regtl H. Q. 1 Per a Regt 
85 Reece Bn 
2 Bn 721 Jg Regt 
2 Bn 741 Jg Regt 
242 Aslt Gun Bde 

Spec imens of the di fferent editions of maps with 
r eference points that were in force during this phase , 
may be found in : G.M. D. S. - 58199/JO, 14 Pz Corps , 
Maps wi t h refer ence points , vol 2, 6 May - .30 Jun 44. 
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This force was being assembled in the Aquino - Castrocielo area 
during the night 12/13 May . The composition of the forces as 
it existed on the morning of 13 M.ay was detailed in w.n. 51 Mtn 
Corps: 

As the enemy did not continue his advance 
during the night 1 51 Mtn Corps used this 
t ime to bring ur the tmdcrnentioned 
forc es in order to seal off the penetra­
tions: 

To 1 Para Div: Battle Group Schulz , (newly formed) with: 

Regtl H. Q. 1 Para Regt 
2 and 3 Bns 1 Para Regt 
85 Reece Bn 
A.it Trg Coy A. O.K.10 
242 Aslt Gun Bde 
10 Bty 95 Arty Regt 
11 Bty 96 Arty Regt 

Arrived in area Cello San Magno -
Rocoasecca and also to be under command 
of Battl e Group Schulz: 

2 Bn 721 Jg Regt (114 Jg Div) 
2 Bn 741 Jg Regt (114 Jg Div) 

To 44 Inf Div: 2 Coy 190 Engr Bn (sinc e 20 Feb with 
51 Mtn Corps) 

l company 3 High Mtn Jg Bn 
t com11any A. •k Coy 5 Mtn Div 

Event s wer e soon to show that the infusion of Battle Group 
Schul z and 200 (mech) Gren Regt would not suffic e to stem the 
tide. 

(G,M.D. S. - 53271/19, Tenth Army~ Int r eps , May 44 , 12 May; ibid 
enemy sit map , 13 May; 53271/1 , Tenth Axm.y . w. n. 6 , 12 May 4-z;;-
55779/1, 51 Mtn Corps, W. D. 2, 12, 13 May 44; 58199/1, 14 Pz 
Corps , w. D. 6 1 12 May 44) 

98. In connection with the ever present threet of an 
Allied landing the Intelligence Diary of 14 Pz Corps cont~ined 
the following remark: 

1 2 Mo.y The Corps expects an expansion of the bat tle 
through a landing operation. It is believed 
that the enemy will carry out such an opcro.tion 
once he believes that the coestal forces heve 
been moved to the focal points of the land 
f r ont . 

The daily Intelligence Report of Fourteenth _fii:rmy ·to O. B.. SW 
expr essed similar views: 

12 May Now that the enemy has launched his attack 
on the southern part of the land- front , an 
attack f r om the bridgehead must be expe~ted 
at any moment, and going further than this -
in connection with the attacks on the southern 
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wing of Tenth A:rmy c.nd from the bridgchcnd • 
Fourteenth Army expects new landings oithor 
between the southern flank of Tenth Army 
and tho bridgehead in order to envelop the 
southern wing of Tenth li.:rmy , or at the 
mouth of the Tiber and to the North of it 
for the attack on Rome . 

(G.M.D. S. - 58200/1, 14 Pz Corps , Int Reps , 12 May 44; 59092/4, 
Fourteenth .. '.rmy, Int Reps , 12 May 44) 

13 Mey 

99. A great deal of information r egarding the artillery 
dispositions of Tenth .. \rm.y on 13 May is being provided by the 
files of the Senior f~tillery Conmander of the Army, Lt- Gen 
v .• Graf'fcn , (Higher i\rtillery Commander 316 Harko 316) . The 
description of the day's events is precoded here by a short 
review of German artillery strength; a full analysis of tho 
material would constitute a study in itself. In this connection 
copies of the following documents are being retained in photo­
static form: 

(a) 

(b) 

( c) 

( d) 

( e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

Tenth .Army, Number of ~s ready for firing on 
13 May 44 l 98L'UO. ( D67)) 

Tenth f:rmy, Schematic order of battle of ertillery 
formations on 13 ~fu.y 44 (9811UO. (D68)) 

14 Pz Corps, 'Lrtillery positions on 13 May 44 (0600 
hrs). (9811J.O, (D69)) 

51 Mtn Corps, Artillery :positions on 13 iv!e.y 44 
(0600 hrs) . (981AlO. (D70)) 

51 Mtn Corps J Trace of artillery ro.nges on 13 ]W,y 
44 ( 98L:J.O. \ D71) ) 

Group Hauck , Artillery positions on 13 May 44 (0600 
hrs) . (98l,\10.(D72)) 

51 Mtn Corps, sit map; 13 Mey 44 (98LUO. (D73)) 

51 Mtn Corps l Artillery sit map , 13 May 44 
( 981Al.O. ( D74 J ) 

According to document (n) there were 28 different types of 
gun ready for firing on 13 May. An addition of various sub­
totals shows that the artillery units in the k\:rmy area had 521 
guns ready for firing at their disposal . They wero distr ibuted 
as follows: 

In divisional area. of : Number of pieces : 

15 Pz Gren Div 25 
94 Inf Div 74 
71 Inf Div 61 
1 Para Div 113 

44 Inf Div 24 
5 Mtn Div 60 

114 Jg Div 51 
334 Inf Div 58 
305 Inf Div ....2..2. 

Total 521 
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Document (b) does not concern itself with the stat e of repair 
or the degree of r eadiness; it suppl ies the total number of 
artillery pi eces in tho ;-,xmy a r ea: 

German guns 

Light 
Heavy 
Pr ojectors 

Total 

310 
126 

54 

490 

Itnlien booty 

140 
67 

207 

This figure does NOT include: 

l~sault guns and assault howitzers 
Guns of G.H. Q.. Coastal .Artillery units 
Guns of G.H. Q.. f.nti- :..ircraft Artillery units 
Guns of formations in pr ocess of organization 

within , or en r oute t o t he aren of Tenth !.:rmy. 

According to a r eport submitted at a l at er date by the Seni or 
/.rmoured Officer of Tenth i:.rmy, on 12 May 51 Mtn Cor ps was i~ 
poss ession of tho f ollowing infantry guns: 

Type 

Heavy .1~ti-Tank Guns 
J~sault Guns (Ital) 
Assault Mortars (Ital) 
i\.Ssault Guns {Gorman- ) 
i\ssault Mortars (Ger man ) 

Total 
number 

73 
21 
6 

54 
8 

Reedy to 
fire 

71 
18 

6 
35 

6 

(G. M. D. S. - 53271/15 , Tenth ll:rmy, Files of Sen ~:.rty Comdrs , 
hpr and May 44, 13 May ; 53271/ 18, Tenth Army , W. D. 6, vol 15 of 
Appz, Misc r eps ~pr/May 44, May rep of Sen Lrmd Offr , 19 Jul 44) 

100 . In evaluoting German artillery strength in the 
s ector between the Cesilinn ~d the Liri , it must be t aken 
into 2ccount that the zone of fighting was within r ange of 
many artillery units from tho edjoining sectors . The strength 
ot the pr epar ed positions op:-osite Pol corps in the Ce.ssino 
s ector was so grant that there was ampl e opportunity to engage 
targets in the Liri sector. South of the Li ri the situation 
wo.s vastly differ ent and events took such a disastrous turn 
for the Gel'1llans t hat t her e i s little likelihood of targets in 
the northern Liri sector hav ing been f i r ed upon from across tha 
river . The position ma~s f or the morning of 13 May show the 
following ·artill ery element s in the a rea between the Via 
Casilina and the Liri: 

Number 
Unit of Type 

pi eces 

H. Q.. 242 1.slt Gun Bde 23 7.5 cm guns 
242 /~lt Gun Bde 8 10. S cm guns 

H. Q,. 2 Bn 190 Lrty Regt 2 hy fd hows 18 
2 · Bn 190 Arty Regt 1 10. 5 cm gun 
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Unit 

2 Bn 51 iJ.>ty Regt 
2 Bn 51 Arty Regt 

88 How Bn 
88 How Bn 

602 Lt ;.';rty Bn 
602 Lt ~~ty Bn 

(tractor- drawn) 

71 Proj Ragt 

l Bn 71 Pr o j Regt 

2 Bn 71 Pr oj Regt 

3 Bn 71 Proj Regt 

96 J.rty Regt (44 Inf Div) 
2 Bn 96 :.rty Regt 
4 Bn 96 /.rty Regt 

2 Bn 305. J·..rty Regt 

Number 
Of 

pi ec es 

3 
1 

1 
l 

3 

l 

8 

3 

3 

3 

3 
l 
l 

Type 

l t fd hows 18 
100/17 Itnl gun 

21 cm how 
22 cm how 

lt fd hows 18 

7. 62 Russ ian fd 
gun 

smoke pr oj ectors 
medium 

smoke pro j ectors 
medium 

smoke pr oj ectors 
medium 

smoke pr oj ectors 
heavy 

l t fd hows 18 
hy f d hows 18 
10 cm gun 

Fr om 907 f..s 1 t Gun Bd e 

3 

3 

lt fd hows 18 

7. 5 cm guns 

.Accor ding t o this t abulation the a rtillery uni ts in t his s cc t or had 
a t otal of 72 guns at their disposal . (This does not include the 
guns of the infantry formations; anti- tank guns , and anti-aircraft 
guns ) • Jr K!IE ... 
Jr No document has been f ound showing the loc ations of th~ enti­

aircraft artiller y units as they existed on 13 May . : .. l ocation 
trace showing the dispositions Of 22 Flak Bde was. i ssued 
on 20 : .. pr. ll. :phot ost atic copy of this document is being 
retained (par a 92f, l ast item) . .:1.t tha t time the bulk of 
the brigade was al.ready concentrated in the southern part of 
the ar ea of Tenth f ..rmy; the main concent r ati ons wer e in the 
triangle Roccasecca - Ceprano ... Pico and a long the r ail and 
r oad sup~ly art aries as far back as , and beyond Frosinone (Vie 
CasilinaJ . It seems probable that there was little cha nge in 
dispositions between that time and the beginning of the JUlied 
offensive . 
( G. M. D. S . - Tenth l'irmy , W. ·D. 6 , vo l 4 o'i' -··.?PX , L; px 6.39) 

n 242 .. ~lt Gun Bde wr.s a G. H. Q, •. artillery formation under 
command of 1 Para Div. 

2 Bq 190 lJ:ty Regt belonged t o 553 Special ;.:rt,y Ree;t , a 
G.H. Q.. artillery formation und er command of 1 Pera Div. 

2 Bn 51 ! ;rty Regt also belonged t o 5 5 3 Special .. .'..rty Re gt , 
a G. H.Q. formation under command of 1 Para Div. 

88 How Bn was a G.H.Q. artillery rump f ormation under c om!lland 
of 1 Para Div . 

2 Bn 305 .Arty Regt was attached t o 96 1u-ty Regt . The battalion 
was on command from 305 Arty Regt (305 Inf Div) . 

907 Aslt Gun Bde was o G.H. ~. formation with 15 Pz Gren Div ; 
el ements were on connne.nd with 44 IDf Dlv~ 
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(G.M. D. s . - 53271/15, Tenth Army, Sen Arty Comdr's files for 
Apr and May 44, 13 May; .5.5779/4, .51 Mtn Corps, w.n. 2, Vol I, 
various maps) 

101. A detailed picture of the f i eld fortifications 
and mine fields established by German engineers in the Norther n 
Liri and t he Cassino se·ctors of the Gustav and Senger lines 
is provided by two maps• that were originally appended to a 
r eport of the Engineer Staff Officer {Stopi) at headquarters 
51 Mtn Corps: 

51 Mtn Corps; Map of Gustav and Senger Positions, 
Sector of 1 Para Div ( 98LUO. (D8) ) ·. 

51 Mtn Corps; Map of Gustav and Senger Positions, 
Sector ot 90 Pz Gren Div (981AI0.1D9}) . 

A list of the conventional signs then current tor position 
oon.struct1on is required for the reading of these maps : 

Conventional Si gns for Position Construction, 
(Photostat and trans l ation : 981AJ.O. (DlO}) . .. 

(G.M.D.s. - 55779/11, 51 Mtn Corps , r eps of Engr Staff Offr ; 
58533/12, Tenth Army , Files of Sen Arty Comdr, June 44 ) 

102. The t actica l developments in the Lir1 sector were 
the subject of many entries in the war diaries . In the Cassino 
area the Germans were a bl e to resist. effecti vely; i n the northern 
Liri eeotor they were forced to yield ground ; iD the southern 
Liri s ector they were dislodged from Monte Maio and thrown 
back beyond S.Apollinare. 

War Diary Tenth Army: 
In the evening strong enemy forces advanced from 
S.Andrea to S.Apoll inare. The remnanta of 44 Reece 
Bn were destroyed in their position. In the area of 
44 Inf Di v the enemy suoce~ded in breaking through our 
defences in s everal places . Battle Group Schul z was 
being committed to s eal off the penetrations west 
and north of the bridgehead at Petraroone. After an 
encounter with strong enemy forces , the Battle Group 
took up defence positions along the road from 
Pignat aro to Cassino . M. G. Bn 1 Para Div was 
surrounded in its positions and received orders to 
fight its way back to Battle Group Schulz. 

w.n. 51 Mtn Corps : 
At 1100 hrs , after violent artiller y prepartion, the 
enemtV continued his attacks with s~rong forces from 
the two bridgeheads in the a~ea of 44 Inf Div and on 
the right wing of l Para Div. . The garrison of S.Angelo 
was outfl~nked , The enemy forc es tha t had advanced 

• It will be nioted that the two maps r epr esent the situation 
as it was at the beginning of the assault on the Gustav 
l ine . While the fighting in the Liri valley was in 
progress , engineer units from inactive sectors were 
r ushed i n, and laid thousands of additional mines , until 
they wer e routed by the onrushing British and Co.nadian 
troops. (51 Mtn Corps , ~) 
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towards Panacione in the morning continued their 
advance in a southeasterly direction ant are tlireat.ep.ing 
the r ear of our forces . &• The newly ·formed Battle 
Group Schulz encountered strong enemy forces and is 
tu.king up positions on the road from Varlese to 
Cassino; owing to the enemy superiority in armour arid 
artillery they are suffering heavy casualties • • • The 
situation requires the wi thdrawal of 44 ±nt Div to 
the general line~ C. Silvestri - a . Lena - West Of 
Me..ssa Ventecohi . 

W. D. 14 Pz Corps: 
The enemy advanced in an easterly direction and 
occupied Monte Mo.ic . To pr event the encirclement 
of the batt alions of 194 o.nd 191 Inf Regts - and 
in view of the fact that the available forces of 
the Di vision are insufficient to close the ga~/ at 
Monte Maio - the Corps Commander orders withdrawal 
to the following line by 14 ~Iny : 

Monte Civita (S . of Spigno - Colle Correzini -
Coreno - Vallemaio - Colle Oervarone . Junction 
with 51 Mtn Corps at Scafa del Comnune • 

• • • General Raapkc foresees the necessity of withdrc.wing 
71 Inf Div to the Dora position on 14 Me.y . This would 
lead to the uncovering of the right flank of 44 Inf Div. 
The Corps Commander therefore orders the improvisation · . 
of an intermediate position from S.Giorgio to the South • 

•• • In the afternoon Marshal Kesselring confers with 
Generals Rs rtmann and Wentzell at the Tacticnl H ead­
quart ers Qf 14 Pz Corps . Marshal Kesselring states . 
that the enemy must not reach the Dora line without 
suffering severe 19sses in the attempt . He orders 
the alerting of 525 G.H. ~. Anti - Tk Bn , tB. 8 cm anti-tk 
guns , sel f propelled , called "HornetsnJ ·o.nd of 90 Pz 
Gren Div . 90 Pz Gren Div 'to take over the sector between 
Liri and the Vic. Cnsilina . It can n.ot be decided for 
the moment whether 90 Pz Gren Div will be employed 
for defence or f or attack . The Regimental Headquarters 
and two batt~lions of 200 (mech) Gren Regt have been 
placed at the disposal of 71 Inf Div • 

••• The advance of enemy armour a long ·the Vin Casilina 
makes it necessary to commit all anti- tank weapons of 
51· ·Mtn Corps ond all available engineer unit.s for 
the mining of the pl a in of the Via Casilina. K 

••• Late in the aft ernoon the Field Marshal proceeded 
to the Tactical Headquarters of 1 Para Div to disc~ss 
the commitment of 90 Pz Gren Div • . 

w.D. 14 ' Army 
••• In view of the developments in the situation, 
a major enemy surprise attack from the beachhead in 
conjuncti.on with new l anding operations must be 
expected at any moment . 

Du.ring the day the engineer and anti- tank units of 114 Jg 
Div and 5 Mtn Div r eceived orders to proceed to the 
north~rn Liri sector. 

(G.M~D. S . - 55779/1 , 51 Mtn Corps , Vtf . D. 2, 13 May) 
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• •• Owing t o the breakthrcug.h of enemy c.rr:our s outh 
of Cassino , t he L:rmy Grou~ Commo.nd er orders the 
accelcr~t ed dis patch of 525 G.H. Q. Anti-~k Bn 
(Hornets) to Tenth Army. 

4 • . 1600 hrs: P..rmy Group no" transmits the alert for 
90 Pz Gren Div . 1830 hrs : Army Group non gives 
direct orders for the i mmediate departure of 90 Pz 
Gren Di v to 14 Pz Corps 

( G.M, D. S. .. 5 3271/1, Tenth Arrey , Vt .• D, 6, 13 May 44 
55779/1, 51 Mtn Corps , ·11.n. 2 , 13 May 44 
58199/1, 14 Pz Corps , w. n. 6, 13 May 44 
59091/1, Fourte~nth Armyl w.n. 3, ·13 May ·44) 

14 May 

103 . In the southern part of the northern Liri sector , 
Battle Group Bode was being forced back towards Pignataro by 
the Indian and Canadian units: 

W. D. 51 !~n Corps 1 Bn 576 Gren Regt has fought its 
way back to the area 6441 
(Pignataro). 

During the day the Command er of 44 Inf Div realized that the 
Gustav line was lost, and he t urned his thoughts to the defenc e 
of the Senger Riegel . He diapatohed an appreciation of the 
situation to Gener al Feurstein , who in turn signified concurrence 
by affixing his signature and then forwarded the document to 
Tenth Army (981Al0.( D75)) . The main points were: 

a) 576 Gren Regt (Battle Group Bode) has fought ex­
ceeding~ well but has suffered severe casualties 
and is no longer able to maintai n an unbroken 
line of defenc e . 

b) Enemy attacks are teing supported by strong groups 
of tanks {18 - 25 tanks per gr oup) . Against these 
the remeining isol at ed anti- tank nests are pO\'/er­
less . 

c) Reinforcements new moving into th~ line may bolster 
the front, but t hey \1ill not suffice to form Egld 
hold a new f r ont ahead of t he Senger position. 

d) The enemy will real i ze t hat he i s deei.ling with 
scatter ed elements and ¥Till t herefore become l ess 
hesitant and methodica l . 

e) The situation r equires either the commitment of 
strong r eserves in close formation , or the with­
drawal t o the Senger Riegel during the night 
15/16 May at the l etest . 

{G.M.D.S . - 55779/1, 51 Mtn Corps , 7i . D. 2 , 14 May 44 ; 53271/8, 
Tenth Army , W. D. 6 , vol 5 of Ap;rx, Appx 723, 15 May 44) 

104. In the s ector of 71 Inf Div 'funte Calvo hnd 
been t c..ken in the me:J.ntime by the C. E. F., and the Divis i on 
was felling back : 



- 58 .. 

W. D. f'en.th .. ~ 
••• 71 Inf withdrew on the right wing to the Dora 
l ine ; on the left wing t o an intermediate line 
S.Giorgio - Colle Castellruio - Ausonin. The backbone 
of this position w~s to be 200 (mech) Gren Regt~ 
now under comm.end of 71 Inf Div• 

(G. M,D. S. - 53271/1, Tenth Army, y,r , D. 6, lft .Mo.y 44) 

105. During the day the Army Conmiander cal l ed at the 
Headquarters of 51 Mtn Corps ond General ·Feurstein stated 
that the Cassino Messif could not be held indefinitely. He 
also complained about the failure of the Anti-Aircraft fu-tillery 
units to par ticipate in the ground operations, and he pointed 
out that the Corps reserve now consisted of a mere five 
companies (two companies of 2 Bn 741 Jg Regt and three engineer 
companies); all at Roccasecca . General v.VietingAOff so.id 
that 200 (mech) Gren Regt •was indeed moving to the area of 
71 Inf Div, but that 90 Pz Gren Div (less 200 {moch) Gren Regt) 
was now under command of 51 Mtn Corps , and on its way to the 
sector with: 

361 (mech) Gren Regt 
190 Anti- tk Bn 
190 :A. A. Bn 
190 Pz Bn (with 30 assault guns) 
190 Engr Bn 
1 Bn 190 Arty Regt 

The situation trace of Tenth Army for 14 May (para 94 above) 
shows elements of 361 (mech) Gren Regt (90 Pz Gren Div) 
in the area of Pignataro; on the situation traces of 51 Mtn 
Corps however, the regiment appears for the first time on 
15 Me:y (para 94 above}. 

(G.M.D.S. - 53271/8, Tenth Army , w. n. 6, vol 5 of Appx , Appx 719, 
14 May 44) 

106, In the afternoon of 14 May , 51 Mtn Corps began 
to i ssue orders for the occupation of the Senger p9sitions 
in the northern Liri sector. 305 Div Fus Bn was directed 
to move to the area , and to occupy positions near Aquino; a 
special security garrison was designated us "Blocking Group 
Strafner" and ordered to occupy t he Senger position from the 
Liri to the Via Casilina . This force was to consist of : 

One Battalion Headquarters (to be supplied by 5 Mtn 
Div) 
Panther Turret Company of 15 Pz Gren Div 
790 Fd Fort Constr Bn 
three companies of Mountain Jaegers from 5 Mtn Div 

Later in the day it was deemed necessary to che.nge the arrnng~­
ment and to earmark the Battalion Headquarters and the three 
Jaeger companies for commitment ut Pignataro . 

(G.M.D.s. - 55779/1, 51 Mtn Corps , w.D. 2, 14 Mny 44) 

107. With regard to information a.bout i~lied formations 
the Germans made little progress . Some Indians who had be~n 
captured on 1 .3 May had made the statement that there were 
800 tanks in as sembly position behind the Gari, bu~ the Germans 
a.pparontly fai l ed to realize tho significance of · these remarks. 
Marshal Kesselr ing however was growing more and mor e dissatis-
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fied with t he meagre bits of information from the front lines ; 
in a message t o Tenth ~'.rmy he said : 

14 May I must demand of the divisions that they obtain 
a clear picture of their own situation and of that 
of the enemy. It is an i ntoler cble condition when 
a division remains in the dQrk for l i days about the 
events in i t s own sector . It is equally intoler~ble 
for a divis ion to be in fighting contact with the 
enemy f or two days without knowing whom they ar e 
fighting . I demand a clear picture by 1200 hrs ,., 

In the Liri sector a great many mess.ages between units of 
13 (Brit) Cor ps had been i ntercepted by the Short Range 11?ireless 
Interception Platoon '~furie " , tut all important wor ds were i n 
code , and the Ger .m:ms v1ere be.ff l ed by the nel?les that v1er e so 
well known to the Co.n ~dians in t ho s ector . 

(G. M. D. S . - 53271/8 , Tenth A.:rmy , w. D. 6, vol 5 Of Appx , Appx 715 t 
14 Muy 44 ; lli,g_ Lppx 725; 58200/6, 14 Pz Corps , Int Reps , May 44 J 

15 May 

108. By the evening of 15 May the Ger mcns had been 
driven off the l at eral r oad from Pignat aro t o the r ai lroad 
south of Cassino , end the brid£eh0ad of 13 Corps across the 
Gari was now fully consoli dated . In the Gero6.D. \'Tar Diaries 
the events of the day were described in the follov1ing terms : 

w.D. Tenth Army: 

North of the Liri e.nd north of ?ign~taro t ee enemy, 
supported by str ong armoured fv~ces , broke t hr ough 
our lines in sev eral places . IAJ.ri n3 the after noon 
it was possible to seal off the penetrations in 
bitter fighting and with the assistance of el ements 
of 361 (raech } Gren Regt that had just arrived at 
the f r ont . 

W. D. 51 Mtn Corps: 
The f ocal point of the att~cks was aga in i n the 
sect or of 44 Inf Div between Pignataro and Colle 
Varlese . In the morning the enemy l aunched the 
expected large- scale attack. He was su)ported by 
heaviest artillery !'ire and mas s ed tanks . i .. t 
Pignatar o alone ho hc.d advanced on our positions YJi th 
45 tanks ; south of Colle d ' !J..essandro with another 
45 t anks , and south of Colle de Monaco in t he c.rea 
of Battle Grou p Schulz with 54 tenks . il.. tote..l of 
250 - 300 tanks was observed along the whole of 
t he front . 

The enemy succeeded in breaking thr ough our lines 
in front of and about 1 km northwest of Pignataro , 
and in dr iving one wedge into the locality of 
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Pignataro nnd as far as 1. 5 k:ms northwest thereof ~ 
o.nd a second wedge ns f ar as Massa Giagr ande . 
Some tanks even managed to advance as far as 
Colle di Gior gi o . 

With the support of our own heavy artillery 
and mortar fire , the enemy penetr ations were 
sealed off i n bitterest f ighting , (in the area 
Massa Felci by committing elements of 361 (mech) 
Gren Regt) . 

(G. M. n. s . - 53271/1, Tenth .:.rmyt ~·1 . n. 6 , 15 May 44; 55779/1, 
51 Mtn Corps , "'.' . D. 2 , 15 Mey 44 J 

109. The German artill ery units engaged in the 
fighting at Pignataro wer e named in a report of the iu-tillery 
Commander of 51 Mt n Corps : 

15 May In the area of Pignat aro the enemy was attacked 
with gunfire from: 

71 Proj Regt 
2 Bn 96 1\rt y Regt 
2 Bn 305 Arty Regt and 

neighbours 

71 Pr o j Regt fired on the enemy who was attacking 
2. 5 kms west of Pignatar o ; the Regiment delivered 
fire against both a rmour ed attacks in the 
Pignatoro sector. 

The measur es that had been taken by 51 Mtn Corps between the 
12th and 15th May in order to strengthen the sector were 
summarized in a special Appendix to the War Diary (Photostat 
and t r ansl ation; 981Al0. (D76 )) . 

(G.M.D. s . - ·5.5779/9 , 51 Mtn Cor ps , w. n. 2 , Appx C386 and 0397 
{photostat) , 15 May 44) 

110. At 1500 hrs of the s ame day , Tenth Army issued 
".Ar my Order No. 9" (Photostat !llld translation ; 981Al0. (D77)) 
Two s i gnificant passages of the text wer e : 

••• whillst assuring the continued defence of the 
coastal front and the southern wing of the ~, 

the threatened bree.kth.-ou,3h on both s ides of 
the Liri will be prev en t ed b~ all a vail eble 
means ••• 

•• • Close collaboration of the artillery commander s 
of both Corps is of dec i sive importance for the 
pr evention of enemy brec..kthroughs on both sides of 
the Liri . On the whol e t he artil lery concentreti ons 
will be dir ected by the Senior 1.rtill er y Co.mnander 
of the krny . He will also ensure the clos est co­
oper ation with the anti - aircraft batteries that have 
been directed to participat e ip the gr ound fighting • . • 

(G. M. n. s . - 53271/8, Tenth t.rmy , w. n. 6 , vol 5 of J .. pµ , .t"ppx 
738 , 15 May 44) 



• 

- 61 -

111 . iJ..S Tenth Army had no Army Reser ve , .General 
v . Viotinghoff was unable to influence the course of events and 
had to appeal to Marshal Kesselring for further assistance . 
At 1800 hrs the following ~elephone conver sation took pl ace: 

v .Vietinghoff: We are short bf anti- tank weapons . 

Kesselring : 

Heidr ich needs tanks . Can 26 Pz 
Regt (26 Pz Div) be made available? 

No; I cannot help you. .Onl y 
passive defence is possible . 

The conver sation however was·-not· fruit l ess; it is quite pr obable · 
that it helped the Marshal to make up his mind r egarding 
the commitment of 26 Pz Div with Tenth Army. ·At 1 900 hr s 
he called back and stated: 

"I can give you one Panther company and one 
COr.lpany Of 15 Pz Bn (15 Pz Gr eri Div)" . 

The War Diary of Fourteenth Army shows that l ater in the even­
ing the or der was received to move one company of 26 Pz Regt 
to Tenth A:rmy during the night, and that 29 Pz Gr en Div was 
instructed as foll ows: 

15 May 2300 hrs Fourteenth !1Xrny informs 29 Pz Gren Div 
of the ".Army Group Order" to move the 
Division to the present position of 
26 Pz Div if that division moves to 
Tenth Army . Suitable pr eparations will 
be made . 

(G. M. D.S. - 53271/8 , Tenth Arm1' , w.n. 6 , ·vol 5 of A:ppx, tel cons 
15 May; 59091/1, Fourteenth Army , ~ir . D. · 3, 15 May 44) 

112. It was evidently during the last hour s of the day 
that the Mar shal felt the necessity of making prepar ations for 
the t r ansfer of 26 Pz Div to Tenth Army; a battle dir ective which 
he had sent to the two .Armies somewhat ear lier in the evening , 
had r ead: · 

(2010 hrs) Fourteenth .:..rmy will make preparations for 
the speedy co11Illitment of 26 Pz Div in the 
event of an enemy landing in the area Gaeta -
Ter racina . 
(Photostat and translation ; 981AlO.( D78)) 

This document r eveals the views and intentions of the Mar shal at 
that moment. The events of the next day were to show that the ful l 
measure of the impetus and momentum of the JU.lied offensive was not 
being realized and that Kesselring at the moment seemed t o hope 
that the Allied advance might be stopped at the Dora l ine . The 
directive contained the statement: 

Every man must realize that with artival in the Dor a 
position, withdr~nal hRs come to an end , and that the 
position will be held to the last men . 

With regard to the situation in the Liri valley he said: 

•• • From the area of Esperia (Dora position) and past 
Pignataro in the direction of Cassino , a new main l ine 
of defence will be created in a manner permitt i ng the 
continued defence of the Cassino massi f . On both sides 
of the Lir i the · position will be strengt hen ed by all 
available menns •• • 
• • • The transfer of 305 Inf Div to the southern part of 
the front wil l be accelerated in ever y possible way. 

(G.M.D. S. - 53271/8 , Tenth Army, w..n. 6 , vol 5 of Appx , Appx 
734, 15 May 44) 
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THE ADVANCE 'ID IBE HITLER LINE 

(16 - 19 May ) 

113 . Continued Allied pressure now quickly dispol lod 
unjustified optimism in high places, and tho measures that had 
boon advocated.by General Fourstoin on 14 May could no l onger 
be delayed ~ By nightfall on 16 May , orders had boon issued to 
abandon Cassino and to withdraw gradually to the Songer position. 
The day had startod shortly after midnight with an armoured 
penetration betwoon Messa Felci an:l Massa Pantanalongo; as the 
day went on , furthe r penetrations could not be pr evented . I n 
the meantime, 14 Pz Corps and Headquarters 90 fz Gron Div was 
in commo.nd of tho area between Battle Group Schulz and 1 tho Liri. 
At noon the Corps Commander recognized tho critical situation 
of Baadets forces o.nd intervened in person. By 1500 hrs , 3 Bn 
361 (meoh) Gren Regt was outflanke d, and tanks had broken 
through the lines at Massa Falci; at tho same time tho presence 
of abc:u t 100 tanks was being reported from tho area of Battle 
Group Schulz. Withdrawa l to tho Senger lino was now imparati. vc . 
At 1725 hrs Marshal Kesselring and tho Army Commander discussed 
the situation on tho t olcphono : 

Kossolring: ••• I consider withdrawal to tho Sanger 
position as noco~s~ry. 

v . V: Thon it will bo ne cessary to begin tho with­
drawal north of the Liri; tanks havo broken 
thro ugh thor e o 

K : How far? 

v . W: To 39 (Piumarola) 

K: And how is the s jtuation further north? 

v .v: There were about 100 tanks in Schulz ' s aroa. 

K: Then wo have to give up Cassino . 

v .V: Yes . 

Loss than one hour later , dirccti vos far o. goner al vii. thdrawal 
to tho Saneor position appeared in ,.... '7iotinghoff' s ".Army Ordor 
No . 1 0 11 • (Photostat and transl.at.ion : 7~1AlO~(D79)) 

(G. M. n . s . - 5.5779/1, 51 Mtn Corp R, VT .. D. 2 , 16 May 44j .53271/8 , 
Tonth A:rmy, W. D. 6, vol .5 of Appx, Appx 746 & 759, lb May 44} 

114. In tho oarly hours of tho evening, 9 Pz Gron Rogt 
( 26 Pz Div) had rocoiv od orders t o proparo far a move to Itri 
as A:rmy Group Rl3serve.., Realizing tt.::i. t the va.luable division 
was going to be diverted to Tenth A:rmy , c. of s. Fourteenth Army 
voiced his misgivings in a tel ephone call to .Army Group , and 
warno d a.go.ins t tho piocmoo o.l corami tmon t and destruct ion of its 
units . 

(G . M.D.S . - .59091/1 , Fourteenth 1..rm;,~ , W. D. 3, 16 May 44) 

• 11.5 . According to tho War Diary of 51 Mtn Corps tho 
movemont of o.mr:ru.nition supplies to tho front wns being harassed 
by continuous a ir attacks on traffic o.rtorio s . c. of s . Tenth 
Army stated on th c t olophono th~ t t he Army wa.s now expending a 
dai ly total of 700 t.o ns of 0DD1uni tion ond 300 cubic nctres of 
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fuol ; that Ji:rny depot s wor o oopty , end that tho troops bnd t o 
r oly on tho arrival of transports froo the roar areas . Tho 
nur:bor of tanks , assault guns o.nd hco.vy anti-tonk guns with tho 
di visions and assault gun brigade s of tho Arey on that day was 
shown in a t abula.tion prepared by tho Senior Arooured Offi c er 
of Tent h Army. (Photostat end translation; 9811\.10 ~ (D80 ) ) 

(G. M.D. s . - 55??9/lj 51 Mtn Corps j w.n. 2, 16 May 44 J 53271/ 8, 
Tenth Arny, W. D. 6, vo l 5 of Appx; .i1.ppx 746 and ?61 (Photostat) ; 
16 Ma y 44 ) 

116 . I n tho daily intelligence reports o f O ~ B . SW n.o 
r e f er ences to Conadians had boon nedc since 4 May. On 15 MD.i' 
tho fo l lowing was roportod : 

Fron Counter Intelligence t During the first hal f 
of May , numorou s Con a.diun troops and vehio lo s wor o 
seen a.t Salerno . 

In tho evening of 16 Ma y , a t tho very tine when formti ons of 
1 Cdn Cor ps wore moving to too front on tho loft wing o f tho 
13th Cor ps , c. of s. Tenth l'.Ir:J.Y oxprossod uneasiness regarding 
the who r oabout s of 1 Cdn Corps : · 

1700 hrs 

Boolitz : Aro a ll All:i.cd forrntions conoitted? 

Wontzoll : l Cdn Corps is not yet in the business . 
And we do not know whether .5 Cdn Jund 
Div is in tho business . ~oaning : 
coIJD.i t tad sooowhorc a l ong tho f r ontJ 

Beolitz : Yos , unfortunately there ar e so r.i.any 
quo sti ens wl th out o..n answer . 

Arny Group h a d b een infor md by Tent·h Ju:ey of tho continuou s 
arrival of reinf orcenmts in tho aron between Cassino and tho 
Liri ; but thoro wer e no indications that any GeroEm headquarters 
know of or def initoly suspoctod the prosonco of 1 Cdn Cor ps in 
this sector. 

(G.M.n. s . - 75138/29 , o.a.sw, I nt r eps , 15 May 44; 57271/8 , 
Tenth itrny , W. D. 6, vol 5 of App~ , Appx ?42 & 746 , 16 May 44 

1? Mny 

11? . Tho First Cano.dian Inf cJltry Division had n ow 
rolioved tho Eighth Indian Division , and 3 nnd 1 Cdn Inf Bdos 
wore driving tho oncey t owards t t.:.o .:ongr;1· l i ne . Tho presence 
of 1 Cdn Corps was r evealed t o t he Goroans by fr . .J:l.: .r-s thn t had 
boen t aken fron tho body of n doud soldier of Hast 8.Irl P .E .R . 
1 km southwest of Pignataro, as well as by tho f a ct tba. t 1 Para 
Div had captured seven oon fron 3 Cd.n Inf Bdo noar Piunarola. 
In tho evening tho subje ct was discussed on tho t ol ophono : 
17 May 192.5 hrs . Wentzel l - Beolitz : 

B: Tho presence of Canc.dio.ns has boon confirne d by a 
dea.d soldier? 

W: Yes . 

B: I t is only 0110 division. 
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W: I do not think tm t they ho.vo spii t up the 
Canadian Corps ; I beliovo that 1 Cdn Inf' Div md 
5 Cdn Ju"nd Div arc thoro . 

B: 5 Cdn /U'I:Ji Div ha s not been identified . Maybe 
there is only one brigade. 5 Odn l~ Div has 
nevor boon thought to bo there . 

W: Tonks wore tho~o f or certain . t do not think that 
they will split up tho Corps, nttch less tho 
Division, 

( G •M•D~S' - 53271/8 , Tenth J~ny J W.D . 6, vol 5 of Appx' Appx 175 
& 777; 17 May 44) 

118 • The vigorous advance of tho Canadian brigades 
caused o. precarious situation for tho Gemo.n units in tho sector. 
Battle Group Strafner and 190 Pz Reece Bn on the front of l Cdn 
Inf Bdo wore nearly cut off end barely nanagcd t o oxtric at e thon­
sel ves during the night 17/18 Mey; further north tho forces of 
361 (nech) Gren Rogt were badly rnuled by 3 Cdn Inf Bde . The 
nami ng report of 51 Mtn Corps on 18 May containod. tbo f ollowing 
renarks : 

• •• Contrary to all oxpoctc ti. ons the cneny advanced 
during the night in tho e.r0a of Bat tle Group Fabian 
3 Bn 361 (noch) Gren Regt and engaeed ' the unit 1n a 
sorios of bitter fights • 

• • • It had not been possible f or 190 Pz Reece Bn ond 
t~ Mountain J~ogcrs (Group strafnor) t o disongago thon­
solvos by tho evening, but the y sucoeodod in extricat­
ing thonsolvos during tho night . Tho fighting str~th 
of 190 Pz RoccG Bn is n ow npproxinatoly 60-?0 non • 

••• The withdrawal of 90 Pz Gren Div (576 Gren Rogt ) 
in the eentre procooded accor ding to plan; but north 
of it 361 (noch ) Gron Roet was attacked towards the 
evening on a. wide front . I t was en vo loped fro o bo th 
sidos by superior cnony forces with t anks ; overtaken 
and finally encircled . After critical hours thoso 
oleoents succcodod in freeing thenselves froo tho grip 
of tho onor:JY , and in withdrawing with thoir weapons 
to the positions previously order ed. Fighting strength : 
2 Bn 361 (mech ) Gron Rogt abai t 120 oon ; 3 Bn 361 (occh ) 
Gron Regt about 60 oen. 

During 17 May, 305 and 334 Engr Bns hD.d roached tho area of tho 
Forne d t Aquino , but on t re whole tho pressure of the Canadi ans 
and the dangerous advance of elononts of C.E.F . across the Liri 
towards Pontecorvo showed plainly thnt a speedy withdrawal to 
the Songer line was the only pos sibl o course of action . In viow 
of tho worsening situation , 9 Pz Gron Reet (26 Pz Div ) bnd 
received or dGrs to pro coed to Pico in soa.ll gro ups, and 26 Pz 
Reece Bn r eceived orders to nove to Fondi. As was t o be expect­
ed , c. of s. Fourteenth /"J.T'f:.J.Y telephoned Arr:iy Group, and pointed 
to the serious wonkening of tho 0ustorn wing of Fourt eenth Arny 

The dota.ilod steter:onts and the situation nap of 51 Mtn 
Corps c.ro being givon orodonco in this caso in pref orenc e 
to tlie differing positions shown (probably dw t o tho l ack 
of detailed infornc.tion) on tho sitwtion n~s of Tenth 
J~ey . 

'· 
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which would r esult fron the r cnoval of 26 Pz Rocco Bn, but 
Gonoro.l Westphal sta t ed flatly the. t the situation l oft hin no 
othe r choice . - On the sone d o.y Gonornl v • Songer had r oturnod 
fron leave end rosuned coanand of 14 Pz Corps; his substitute 
had boen Gonoro.l of Artillery Wo.lter Hortnann (para 69 abova ). 

(G.M.D.s. - 55779/9 , ;1 Mtn corps ; w.D. 2T Appx C431A norning 
report 18 May; 53271/1; Tenth ArrJY W.D. bt 17 May; '9091;1.­
Fourteonth !...my, W. D. 3• 17 May; 5~199/1 , 14 Pz Oorps, WeD ~ 6, 
17 May 44 ) 

18 and 19 May 

119. The War Diary of Tenth l'J:f!J.Y nent i ons tho with­
dr awal fron Mon t o Cassino during the night 1? /i8 May ond tho 
l oss of Esporio. on 18 May by 9 Pz Gren Regt (26 Pz Div) . The 
Canadia n sector was referred t o a s follows : 

North of the Liri tho enemy harassed our withdrawal 
with very heavy artillery fire . I n tho afternoon 
en0ny t anks and infantry a.dvanc ed towards Aquino . 
Revival of tb.0 heo.vy artillery fire in the evening; 
and intercepted wir eless I:Essagea point t o further 
strong t ank attacks in the Cassino plain•§ 

The o.reo. over which the various Gernan battle groups in tho 
· Canadian sec tor were oper ating can bo seen on tho situation 

traces of 51 Mtn Corps (para 94 abovo ) . The exact conposition 
of these groups on 18 May wa s set f orth by the Corps in a 
docunont which is being r et a ined in phot ostatic forn ( 981AlO. 
(D81) • The forces north of the Liri under connand of 90 Pz Gren 
Div were listed a s f ollows : 

18 May 90 Pz Gren Div 

Right: Group Bode 

1 end 2 Bns 576 Gren Regt 
334 Engr Bn (less o ne conpany) 
elenent s 44 Fd Renl Bn 
one conpany 190 Engr Bn 
one conpany 190 1:.Ilti- tk Bn 

Group Strnfner 

thr ee companies 5 Mtn Div 
907 1).sl t Gun Bde 
elenont s 80 Engr Bn 
half corapony 3 High Mtn Jg Bn 

A n0ssage i ntercepted by Short Renge Wireless I ntercepti on 
Platoon ''Marie " at 200.5 hrs indicated that tho Allied 
artillery fron then on was t o fir e on the "Hitler Lino" 
ond that Allied units :oust not advance to positions closer 
than 1000 yds fron tho. t line • 1~ f ootnot e t o the report of 
t he interception pl at oon states that on tha t day it was 
possible t o decode the nap r ef or oncos o f Eiehth ArrJY with ­
out d slay due to inf arna. ti on from ce.ptur od do cunent s . It 
is inte r esting to soo , however, that on 18 and 19 May tho 
int orocrp tion plat oon sti 11 soeood to beliove that tho 
nl) ssagos fro n tra PiBUo.taro end tho Pontecorvo sector 
wore being origina t ed by 8 Ind Di v . 

(G.M.n.s . - 58200/6 , 14 Pz Cor ps , Int r eps , 18 May 44 ) 
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s 
Left : Grcup Fnbian 

troops : 2 ond 3 Bns 361 (noch) Gr en Regt 
30.5 Engr Bn 
elencnt s 44 Fd Repl Bn 
one tank oo npany 26 Pz Div 
Anti - tk Coy 114 J g Div 
Anti - tk Coy 5 Mtn Div 
one o:>npony 190 Engr Bn 

The May repor t of the Senior Engineer Ofti. cer .51 Mtn Corps 
showed the distribution of tho engi neer units on 19 May: 

114 J g Div: 

5 Mtn Div: 

1 Po.ra Div : 

90 Pz Gron Div: 

114 Engr Bn (H. Q,., l and 3 Coys ) 

95 Mtn EnBr Bn (3 Coy) 
80 Eng:"' Bn ( 2 Coy) 
8 Rock- drilling Coy 

1 Pnrn Engr Bn (H. Q,., 1 and 2 Coys ; 
(3 Coy wiped out) 

9.5 Mtn Engr Bn ( 1 and 2 Coys ) 
114 Ent;r Bn ( ; Coy) 
33 Engr Bn ( l Coy) 

?90 Fd Fort Constr Bn (; Coy) 
80 Engr Bn (1 Coy) 

305 Engr Bn (H. Q,. , 1 3Ild 2 Coys) 
334 Engr Bn (H . Q,., 2 o.nd 3 Coys) 
190 Engr Bn (H. Q,., l , 2 end 3 Coys ) 
80 Engr Bn (3 Coy J 
?90 Fd Fort Const r Bn (H. Q,., 1 end 2 

Coys ) ' 
?91 Fd Fort Constr Bn ( 2 Coy ) 
Bo Engr Bn .(H. Q. d: Mine- l aying Pl) 

A photostatic copy ot a nap showing the disp ositions of the 
engi neer units of 51 Mtn Cor ps on 18 Mey is being r e tained ' 
{981AlO . (D82)). It has boon sh own i n par a ·118 that 30.5 mid 
334 Engr Bns ho.d r eached t he For no d t l.1.quino area on 1? May . 
Of their subsequent a ctivities tho Senior Enginoo r Officer 
r eported : 

305 and 334 Engr Bns which wor e connitted between -
Aquino and Pontecorvo succeeded during the nights 
18/19 end 19/20 May in plnntine 3000 ndditiono.l 
"T " and wooden ?:lines, until they the ns olves booanB 
enbroilod i n tho fi(jlting and wore cooo.ittod i n the 
r ole of inf an. try , t o fi ght t anks . 

(G.M.D. S.- 532?1/ l , Tenth Ai:ny , W.D. 6 , 18 May; 55??9/9 , 51 Mtn 
Cor ps , W.D. 2, Appx 0442 , 18 May; 55?79/11 , 51 Mtn Corps , W. D. 
2, Engr r eps May - June 44) 

120. .on t he saro day (18 May~the- t actical headquarters 
of Tonth iUT:ly was noved t o Altopiano , 26 Pz Div and 102? Pz 
Gron Rogt woro placed under connand of 14 Pz Corps by O.B. SW a t ______________ _._,. .,., ... . -

Captai n Fnbim~ wo.s O. . C. 2 Bn 361 (ncch) Gron Regt ( 90 
Pz Gron Div 

E£ Altepiano i s s i t uatod 800 yds southo~st of tho road fron 
Sub i aco t o Guarcino on the r aod fron Vallcpictro to Pis lio . 
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1810 hrs; 334 Inf Div r eceiv ed orders to hasten t o tho r ight wing 
of Tenth h:roy; 278 Inf Div {then with Arncogruppe v . Zmigen )a 
r ece ived or ders t o nove fron tho Ri 11ini - Ravenna area t o tho 
l oft wi ng of Tonth Arny; and 90 Pz Gron Div wa s plac ed under 
coDIJand of 14 Pz Corps us o f 0800 hrs 19 Mo.y. This latter 
o.rr angenen t wo.s .!:'.a.de for the purposo of ensuring unified ooooam 
for tho def enc e of Pont oc orvo ; the orders which were g iven by 
tho Arny ond tho Corps in this roGurd uro being r e tained in 
photostatic forn ( 9811..l.O . (D84) ) . !!A 

(G•M. D. s . - .532?1/8, Tent h J·i.ray, W. D. 6, vol 5 of Appx, Appx 
807, 18 May ; 55?79/9 t 51 Mtn Cor ps , W•D• 2 , Appx C440, 18 May) 

121. On 19 May it b eco.ne o.ppcrcnt that it would not 
be possibl e t o koop tho Gerrnns noving nm to drive· then fron 
the Scnccr :pos itions without o. previo us halt an:l a full • sca lo 
assault . The density of Gornan uni ts be tweon Piodinonte and 
Pont ocorvo had. boon creatly increased by tho arrival of t he 
forces withdrawing fron Cassi no , end furthcrnor e , according 
t o the report of t he builder of tho l ino (Rothe , The Senger 
Ri ogol, 2.E.cit , para 24 abov e ), this particular secto r had been 
prepared witli""excepti onal care f or tho expe cted tank att a cks . 
Tho boundary line between 1 Para Div and 90 Pz Gren Div (tho 
latter f or t ha t single day undor corn::and cf 14 Pz Corps ) was 
l oss tho.n 2 k:cs north of Pont ocorvo. The detai l ed conposition 
and t ho aroa.s o f the four najor battl e groups between tho Liri 
and Piodi nont o , a s well as tho now boundary line , wore shown 
on tho unusua l l y well proparod situation trace o f .51 Mtn Cor ps 
f or 19 May (para 94 a.bovo ) . Tho Picd iraonto soc t or was now 
being held by Battle Group Schulz ; tho Aquino s ector by Gr oup 
Hoilmnnn (Col onel Ludwig Hcilno.nn 1 Cndr 3 Pnra Roet) ; the 
soctor just nor t h of Pontocorvo by Group Fab i an, and tho 
i nz;iodi a. t e ar ea of Pontecorvo by Group Bode with Group St r a.fner 
under cor:u:iand . 

122 . 
a. f airly good 
Liri s ector . 
tho fo l l owins 

By this tine Gormn I ntelligence had obtained 
picture of tho opposi ng forces in the northern 
The dai l y int cl lieonco r eports of o . B. SW carr i ed 
i tems : 

18 May ••• In tho Cassino pl o.in the boundar y between 
13' Brit Corps !lnd 1 Cdn Cor ps is presuned to 
be about 1.3 kns nor th of Pigna taro. 1 Cdn 
Xrny Tk Bde i s pr obably conni ttcd with 1 Cdn 
Corps . 

19 May ••• 1 Cdn Corps prosuna.bly between Pontocorvo 
und Aquino ; 13 Brit Corps between Aquino and 
Pi edinont e 8 

Prisonor of war ir..fer .mtion : 

1 Cdn I nf Div conuit tod wit h all three 
bri gudos and with 2 .5 Bri t I~oy Tk Bdo l!..Dd 1 
Bn Royal Dragoons (Armd Reece Bn) attaclEd. 

Ji.rnoegruppo v . Zangen was r onnrDd Arncoa.bteilune v . zcneen 
on 19 May 44 (D.H . s . 981 i~Z (D39 )) 

(G .M.D. S. - 6L1r839/8 , ii.rneeer v.,z., W. D. 3,. Misc reps , 19 
May 44) 

Jn£ For views and acti ons of Hi t l er c.ni t ho A.rIJed Forces 
Operations staff a t the t i ne see .l',ppx 11ll." t o this r eport , 
pp 2- 4 
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5 Cdn Armd Div so.id to consist of one tank brigade 
and two mechanized infantry brigades (one of these 
the 11th) and one adcii ti.ona l tank brigade under 
command . (One infantry brigade (probably the 11th) 
said to be committed north of Cassino .) 

Information from intercepted message: 

British and Canadian forces in the Aquino area. 
(Probably olomonts of 6 Brit Armd Div and 5 Cdn 
Armd Div ) :ii 

(G.M. D. s . - 75138/29 , o . B. sw. Int rops 18~ 19 Mo.y 44 ) 

THE DAYS BEFORE THE ASSAULT 

(20 - 22 May} 

20 May 

123. The most important developman t of tho day occurred 
on tm front of 14 Pz Corps whore Gaeta was abo..rrloned il.Ild tho 
German troops were dislodgoA from Fondi . A breakthrough from 
Fondi to Terracina wo.s now a distinct possibility) but each Army 
clained lack of forces am wanted the other ono to deal with tho 
problem. Tho situation was further uggr o.vo.tod by tho f act tb=it 
in the oarly hours of tho e vening 2.5 Allied landing cro..ft ho.d 
been observed noar Circoo~ end an additiona l 19 {'wi th escor ts ) 
near Anzio , with tho result that General Ma ckonscn was now again 
acutely approhensi vo of an Allied landing. In tho evening of 
19 May , one reinforced brigade group of 29 Pz Gron Div had boon 
alerted for spoody transfer to tho loft wing of Fourteenth 1 ... rmy , 
but tho Anny considered this mo o.sure as insufficient , und on 20 
May c . of s . Fourteenth Army telophonod Army Group o.t regular 
intervals for permission to commit tm whole division. Finol. ly, 
a.t 1810 hrs General Mackens on conv orsod with Marsh,:-..l Kossolring 
and made tho representations which later in tho evening woro 
followed by Kossolringt s reluctant decision to releaso tho 
bal ance of tho Division. 'rhis t elephone conversation was r o­
floctod in tho War Dia ry of Fourteenth J,:rmy by tro following 
entry: 

1810 hrs Genor ~ 1 Mackonsen - Marshal Kesselring 

Commondor Fourtoonth Army draws attention to 
the situntion on tho left wing of the Army 
and points to the f o llowing possible onomy 
courses of action : 

a ) Atta.ck from tho beachhead in north­
easterly directi on . 

b } Landing between Circeo end tho boachhead . 

c) Lon.ding north of tho beachhead. 

d) Brouk- through from Fondi to Terra cina . 

------------------ ·-- - ---------
li .1Ul references to Canadian .forJIE.tions in the Intelligence 

Summary of Ten th Anny for Mny 44 have boon extr act ed ond 
arc being rct~incd in tra.n.slatod form (98lf.10 . (D85)) 
(G.M.D.S . - 53271/19, Tenth flI'l!J.Y , Int Summary May 44 ) 
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Tho Jirmy Colillnl:!.ndor urgontly roquosts per­
mission t o anploy 29 Pz Gren Divj as other­
wise it will not be possible to prevent an 
enemy broclcthro~ha 

The Fie ld Mo.rsha l declines t o accede tor the 
moment in viow of t ho fact that the ~econ­
naissenco r eports from Sardinin and Corsica 
ho.ve not yet been r eceived . But 71 (me ch). 
Gren Regt is to be despatched immediately. 

The J .. rmy Comnander again points out that , 
unless deispatched this evening , 29 Pz Gren. 
Div will arrive too late t o close the gap. 

The Marshal reserves decision pending the 
receipt of the r econnaissance reports from 
Sardinia and Corsica • 

. At 200.5 hrs fJ.TIJ.y Group cons anted to the r e l ease of 29 Pz Gren 
Div , but at the sane t ime informed Fourteenth Jcr:my that it was 
now respons ible for t he area nor thwest of Fondi , and that the 
inter- Anny -boundary · bad been moved t o the line Sperlonga .. 
Fondi - Castro del Volsci - 2 kn northeast Ceccano - 4 lan 
north east Supino . When General Mackens en renonstrated against 
this widening of his front , Marshal Kesselring said : 

22}0 hrs In view of the changed situa tion of Tenth 
Army , tm widening of the Fourteenth J,;rmy 
sector is ne cessary. 

At 2240 hrs the result of the dayt s tug- of- war f or 29 Pz Gren 
Div was formalized by Kesselring in a Battle Directive to the 
Ji.rmies and to Armeeabteilung v . Zangen:· 

i Advance of th,e .American forces via Fondi to the 
beachhead i s i.mminEn t . 

ii Fourteenth /..rmy will prevent an enemy breakthrough 
on ooth sid es of the previous boundary between 
the two Armies . Fourteenth Ji.rmy assunes res­
ponsibility for the defence of the mountain massif 
north of Terracina. The order to prevent a land­
ing in the a r oe Terracina - Circeo remains un­
aff ect ed and in full fo rce . In order to enable 
the i\rmy t o carry out its t ask , 29 Pz Gren Div is 
bei ng placed at the disposal of Fourteenth Anny ••• 

The full t ext of the or der is being retained in photostatic form 
( 98l.Al.O . (D86)) 

(G.M,D. s . - 59091/1, Fourteenth J,.rmyJ w.D. ) , 20 May 44; ;3271/2, 
Tenth P.:rmy, Chefsachen (Top Secret Docs) , 20 May 44 ) 

124. In the area of .51 Mtn Corps the day was r el atively 
qui et . Att acks on Piedi monte were at first repulsed an:l then 
followed by t b9 partial loss of the locality. South of t he Corps 
boundary the impetuous advanc e of the French f orces had led to 
the capture of the Monte Leucio ; a Fren ch force was approaching 
Pontecorvo fro m the s out h , md 90 Pz Gren Div was threatened with 
enve lopmen t from tl:B right , By I!lidnight t be Division was again 
under t he comna.nd of ;1 Mtn Corps (para 126 below). Artillery 
strength in the sector was being bolstered by the transfer of 
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the headquarters of 5 Proj Bde and 56 Proj Rar,t from Fourteenth 
to Tenth Army: 

20 May Headquarters 5 Proj Bde · with 56 and 71 Proj 
Reets will be corn:ri tt ed as a conpact for · 
nation in the area between the Via Casilina 
and the Liri. This will be done in such a 
nanner that the brigade will be able to inter ­
vene in tre fighting on the right wing of .51 
Mtn Corps run as far as possible also on the 
left flank of 26 Pz Div • 

• • • 907 Aslt Gun Bde will proceed ~o the 
area of Fourteen th /.J:my for reorganization.•. 
( 98111.10 . (D87) ) 

German artillery positions for 20 and 27 May appeared on situat:b : 
naps in the files of the Senior Artillery Cotlt'lander . In the 
absence of D.IlY artillery situation maps for 23 May , photostatic 
copies of the following are being retained: 

Tenth Army, Schematic order of battle of artillery 
fornations on 20 May 44 (981AlO. (D88}} 

14 Pz Corps , Artillery positions on 20 May 44 (0600 hrs) 
( 98U.lO. (D89) 

51 Mtn Cor~s , Ju-ti llery positions on 20 May 44 (obOO 
hrs) (981AlO. {D90)) . 

51 Mtn Corps, sit map , 20 May 44 (981AlO. (D91)) 

.51 Mtn Corps , Artillery s i t map , 20 May 44 (981AlO . (D92) 

The picture of German artillery in the sector was rounded out 
on 21 May , when 22 Flak Bde submitted a situation map showing 
a I!laSsive concentration of anti-aircraft artillery behind the 
Melfa river in the triangle Ceprano - s. Giovanni - Roccasecca . 
(981AlO. (D93)) 

(G.M. D. S. -- 51 Mtn Corps , W.D. 2, 20 May 44; 53271/8 , Tenth 
lirmy , u.n. 6, vol 5 of Appx , Appx 863, 20 May 44; .53271/l .5a 
Files of Sen i'J:ty Cmdr, 20 May 44; 55779/4, 51 Mtn Corps, W.D. 
2, vel II of i~ppx 11B11 , 20 May 44; 53271/9 , Tenth Army, w.n. 6, 
vol 6 of Appx . Appx 900, 21 May 44 ) 

21 May 

125 . At that time , whenever Kesselring and v . Vieting-
hoff discussed the crisis on the right wing, they seemed t o find 
some sort of reassurance in mutual expressi ons of confidence in 
the strens th of the positions north of the Liri : "the defence 
works were excellent ; effective concentrations of artillery and 
anti - aircraft artillery, under the direct command of the Army ' s 
Senior Artillery Commander , were ready for action in the area of 
San Giovanni Incarico and on both sides of the Mel fa; the two 
divisional commanders were in a class by themselves" . But there 
were no substantial reserves and the storm was about to br eak. 
Danger sifglals were plentiful, on 21 May gr eat n:a.sses of Allied 
armour had been seen along the Casilina; a French att empt to 
break through to San Giovanni Incarico had barely been averted; 
the Canadians were noving closer to the main line , and were 
shelling Pontecorvo and testing the front by raids in force . 
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I n the War Diary of 51 Mtn Corps the situation was summed up as 
follows: 

On the right wing of the Corps the very large conw 
centrations ; the obser ved r econnaissance activi t y 
of enemy staffS j and the exceptionally active air 
reconnaissance which continued during t he eveningj 
al l point to a large- scal e att ack f or 22 May6 AS 
countermeasures for the i mpendi ng battle one mus t 
consider: the arrival of 1 Coy 114 Engr Bn and of 
1 (Pan tber) Ooy 4 Pz Regt in the area of 90 Pz Gr en· 
ni v , and the arrival of .56 Pro j Regt on the right · 
wing of the Corps . Further masures are under way.• 

(G .M. D. s . - 53271/9 , Taith 1.:n;iy , \I .Di 6• vol 6 of Appx , 21 May 
44; 55779/1, 51 Jltn Corps , W. D. 2, 21 May 44 ) 

126 . 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

( d) 

(e) 

(f) 

Other developments of the day in the sector were : 

90 Pz Gren Div r everted under command .51 Mtn Cor p a at mid­
nieht 20/21 May . 

Headquarters 44 Inf Div received order s to withdr aw from 
the area of 14 Pz Co rps , and to resume com::iand of their 132 
and 134 Gren Regts in the Belnonte area by 1200 hrs 22 May. 

3 Bn 721 Jg Reet (114 Je Div ) was placed ·under connnand of 
90 Pz Gren Div am sent to the Liri flank of the Division 
as a reserve i n the rear of Pont ecorvo • 

. 
51 Mtn Corps received word that 200 (mech ) Gren Regt was 
being assembled a t Ceprano for return t o 90 Pz Gren Div.** 
At tl:ie saIOO tine the remaining element s of 15 Pz Gr en Div 
were to be withdrawn from the front and sent to Tenth 
Army, whi ch was organizine the Divisi on int o an operational 
.tirmy Reserve in the Pofi area . 

51 Mt n Corps reported that t he situation forbade the with­
drawal of 907 Aslt Gun Bde {see para 124) and urgently asked 
for ad di ti on a l guns . 

90 Pz Gren Div reported that the heavy artillery barr age on 
the min line of defence had interdic t ed any movement during 
the whole moming. Signal oommunications were disr upted and 
the troops were showing battle fatieue , especially 44 Fd 
Repl Bn and elements of .576 Gren Regt . 

4 Pz Rest was a G.H. Q.. fonnation with Four t eent h Army until 
pulled out and sent to Tenth .brmy on 19 May . One (Panther) 
conpany novPd to l Para Div and from there to 90 Pz Gr en 
Div on 20 May , v1hile· the .aass was asseni> led near Ceprano and 
conmit ted to assist 26 Pz Div in the vain hope of · stet:lllling 
the tide in the sector sou th of the Liri. {G.M. D. s . -
.53271/8, Tenth Ax~, w.D. 6, vol 6 ot Appx, Appx 86li 20 
May 44; 58199/1, 14 Pz Corps W.D. 6, 21 May 44; .5909 /9 , 
Fourteent h Army, W.D. 3, 19 and 20 May; 55779/1, 51 Mtn 
Corps , W. D. 2, 21 May 44 ) 

1i!i On the sit maps of 51 Mt n Corps , 200 {mech } Gren Regt was 
sliown for the first time on 2.5 May; i t had been t aken f r om 
Ceprano to the new l ine behind the Melfa and indeed was the 
Division' s sole el emen t of any substance (300 men ). (para 
141 below ) 
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(g) Artillery Connander .51 Mtn Corps (Arko 4.51) reported: 

Prior to his attacks the e nem.Y incre~ses his artillery 
fire to a sus'hained barrage ; on tbe occa sion of one 
attenpted attack on Pontecorvo (19 May) his firewas 
estinated at 20;000 rounds within two hours, whereas 
the tote:l daily mean e'.X:penditUre of all our divisions 
is 27,000 roUn.ds. 

(G,M~o,s~ - 55779/1, 51 Mtn Corps , W.D. 2, 21 May 44) 

22 May 

127. The fighting in the Pontecorvo sector on 22 May 
was inconclusive and the War Diary of Tenth Army r ecorded that 
all attacks had been stemned . But the valour of the Canadians 
in that sector was no doubt reflected in the fact that f or the 
second time within four days Battle Group Bode was hi@lly commend­
ed and naned by the A:r.ny Coru;01anc'i.or for oi tation in the daily 
communique of the High Command . Group Bode and Group Fabian, 
then f i ghting t he Canadians between Aquino and Pontecorvo, had 
already been colilillended and named for citation on 19 May. The 
records of the telephone conversations show clearly that this was 
not merely a gesture of farewe ll to doomed men and an i mplied 
censure of the disappointing perfonnance of 26 Pz Div, but that 
it was based on genuine admiration fo r the troop~ concerned: 

Kesselrine: Above all I ask you to convey my 
full appreciation to the troops of 
Baade and Hei drich. 

2220 hrs v. Vi etinghoff: There was not muc h acti on today on 
Heidrichts front, but Baade fought 
brilliantly .ii 

Kesselring: Yes, in their case one could cry 
with admiration ; in the case of the 
others from r aee . 

A few minutes earlier Wentzell had said tn Westphal: 

2210 hrs • ... The Army has been somewhat dis­
appointed by the perfonn.ance of 26 
Pz Div. 

•r• 1 B 67 Pz Gren Rest has exploded 
again ; H. Q. 9 Pz Gren Reg~ reports 
that they are encircled at the Monte 
Leucio . 

·• •• Never was a formation committed 
under such favourabl e circumstances 
and wi th so many guns , tanks and 
proje ctor s • 

{G•M.D. S. - 532?lf l 1 Tenth Army, W.D. 6, 22 May 44; 53271/9, 
Tenth Army, W.D . 6, vol 6 of Appx, Appx 913, 22 May 44) 

* On 26 May 90 Pz Gren Div was sing led out for commendation 
by t he following ren:ark in the War Diary of Tenth Army: 

During the defensive battles of the l ast f ew days 
at the focal point of the large-scale enemy att acks, 
90 Pz Gren Div and attached fornations have again 
proven and distinguished themselves by bravery. 

(G.M.D. s . - 53271/1 1 Ten t h Aro.y, W.D. 6, 26 May 44) 
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1 8\. During tm whole I talian campaign Allied m.stery 
o the air had been a thorn in the f 1.esh of Tenth Army; on 22 
M the eff ects of air attacks were felt oor e keenly than ever 
b cause they did not merely har ass t he supply services , but intel'­
f r ed with the movements of troops urgently needed on another 
p t of the :front• Accordine; to the t elephone conversati qns , the 
attacks in the Col armel e - Avezzano area wer e particularly up­
setting to the Germans : 

W. D. Tenth Army , 
22 May 

Today again, Tenth Army was affected 
by tho memyt s control of the a ir• 
Due to his aer ial attacks it has now 
become i mpossible t o arrange a time 
table for the transfer of forcations 
from the right wing t o the l eft . 

( G.M.n . s . - .53271/1 , Ten th Army , w . n . 6, 22 May 44) 

129 . As far as the over - all situation was concerned , 
Marshal Kesselrine now thouej:lt that be had done all that was 
possible. He had bo l stered Tenth .Axmy over tre protests of the 
il?lD.ina:itly threatened Fourteonth /JXmy ; he had given his l a st 
irmediate reserve to Fourteenth iu-ey ; and if things went badly 
he might ca ll on the Hermann Goering Pe.nzer Division, then a 
High Command Reserve i n the Ligurian sector of Armeeabt eilung v~ 
Zansen.~ But s oon it was to become apparent that Ten t h Army had 
received t oo little too late; that Four teent h Army had l os t too 
much ~oo soon , and that the Hor.I:Jatm Goering Panzer Division would 
not be able t o save the situation. 

THROUGH THE IITTLER LINE 

(23 May ) 

130. The general situation, as the Germans saw it in 
tne evening of 23 May, was descri bed i n the War Diary of Tenth 
Arny: 

The day is a critical one . Far- reaching decisions 
will have to be made . Cormand has been r ender ed 
exceedingly difficult by the i nterruption of nearly 
all t elephone lines during the night and in the 
norning .- Eye witnesses have reported the descent of 
parachutists at Ferrentino and Frosinone. No positive 
i nformation cone amine; their whereabouts has been 
received . Systetiatic destruction of the supply 
rrutes by fie}lt er bombers during the night and by 
hu~e bonber fon:iations during the day are paral ysing 
our troop movement• end supply routes . Word has bee n 
received f r om Fourteenth flXmy that the enemy has 

ii In the-meantime the German Hie;h Connnand had decided to 
s end 16 s .s . Pz Gr en Div and 16 s ,s. Pz Gren Trs Regt 
to the area La Spezia - Pisa , For details see photo­
stat and transl ati-on (98l:AlO. (D94) ),( G.M.D. s . - .53271/9, 
Tenth Arny, 1N. D. 6, vol 6 of Appx, Appx 882, 21 May 44) 
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begun his advance to the Northeast fron the beachhead 
and has obtained cons id crab le ini tia.l success , which -
if continued - t:lB.Y endanger our own right wing.• For 
this reason o . B. SW has placed 94 Inf Div under Four­
teent h Array as of 1600 hrs. and the o ld.i°undary be­
tween the two Ar.mies i s in force again . On our own 
front the enemy, far superior in numbe~s and Illtlteriel, 
continues to hurl himse l f agai ns t our l ine's' The 
stronB- POint of Lenol a has been lost . I n the area 
south of the Liri the ener::iy wins M. Chiavino , Colle 
Cocco and M. Castello , His oain goal s eems t o be a 
breakthroueh to Pastena and San Giovanni; this has 
been prevented by co.I:ID.ittinp, the last reserves , North 
of Pontecorvo the enemy obtains a r ather deep pene­
tration . Based on the situation as a whole , a fieht ­
ing withdrawal to the 110 11 position is under considerat­
ion. 

(G.M. D. s . - 5~271/l, Tenth Army , W.D. 6 , 23 May 44 ) 

131. The developnents in the Aquino - Pontecorvo sect or 
were recorded in some detai 1 in the Har Diary of .51 Mtn Corps . 

Tho day was narked by continued and nest violent 
tank at tacks in the area of 90 Pz Gren Div ••• After 
an artillery barraee that lasted for several hours 
the enemy has been attacking since 0600 hrs on a 
wide front at c. Cappaccione - Caap Vincenzo -
zamarelli end southwest of Aquino . At the s8Ll3 
time a strone tank attack fron the Southwest is in 
proeress ar,a inst Pontecorvo . The enemy has nade 
several penetrat ions . After hard and fluctuating 
fi e,htine; , durine; mich not only our own troops but 
also those of the enemy suffered severe casualties , 
it proved inpossible to prevent enemy advan ces t o 
tbe area of the cemetery north of Pontecorvo and 
at Massa , Amati :as well as on .both sides of ·Ppnte 
Ree;no . To protect its right flank 1 Para Di v 
occupied defensive positions at Ponte Resno~ •• 

At 2000 hrs Kesselring called v . Vietinehoff on the 
telephone and af t er a few perfunctory r enarks made the 
fo l lowi. ng s tatenent : 

For your inf' ormat ion I wish to say that contrary 
to all expectations thinss do not look eood on 
Mackensen t s ~ront . Keep this to yourself . 

(G.M. n. s . - 53271/9, Tenth Army , W.D. 6, vo l 6 of Appx, Appx 
948 , 23 May 44) 

lili The name of a forlilB.tion did not a lways evoke a true menta1 
picture of its strength; at that noma::i. t for instance 94 Int 
Div had a total of 200 nen . At 1600 hrs 23 May this reanant 
was placed under the comnand of 29 Pz Gren Div. 

(G.M.n . s . - 59091/ l Fourteent h Ju:my, W.D. 3, 23 May 44 ; 
53271/9 , Tenth Army , W. D. 6, vol 6 of Appx Appx 953 , 23 May 44 

Ei* The battalion of 1 Para Div which was destroyed whi l e bl ock­
ine; 2 Cdn Inf Ede south of Aquino was no t furthe r identified 
in the records of 51 Mtn Corps , nor was the identity mentioned 
of the two conpanios of Montain Jaef:,ers that had been rushed 
in fr om 5 Mtn Div durine the night 22/23 May . (They were 
eithe r fron 85 or 100 Mtn JB Re5t or a composite f or ce from 
both . ) 
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Due to the enornyts deep penetrat i on on tho l eft 
winB of 90 Pz Gr en Div , v.hero the troops in the sect or , 
already badl y weakened by 14 hours of arti liety fire , 
and the troops sent in to rectify the si t uati on {one 
battalion l Para Div ond two conpanies 5 Mtn Div) 
were wiped out , the Cor ps is in a position that is 
agf9:'avated by the lack of dir ectives from the Army , 
despi t e the repeated and ureent requests for instruct­
i ons by the c, of Se The threatening oonpl ete broak­
throue;h of the ener;:iy is bei ne; prevented by the decision 
of the Corps ~ on its o~n initiative - to abandon 
Pont ecorvo and to withdraw to the line San Giovanni on 
the Liri - Ponte Regno .M 

The l ack of directives fron Tenth Ju:oy was strone;ly enphasized 
in the War Diary of 51 Mtn Corps . h glance at the situation 
map of Tenth Arny fo r 23 May shows plainly that the Pontecorvo 
salient was doomed (981AlO. (D95)) . General Feurstein knew very 
well that his ri e}l t battalions wer e bei ng slaue;ht er ed in a battl e 
that could not r estore t he situation ; ther e were however sever al 
factors that rray explain the silenc e of Tenth Army. Marsha l 
Kesselring was absorbed at the tactical Headquarters of 14 Pz 
Cor ps in the t ask of oopine; with the dangerous .Am3rican break­
out fr om the beachhead . General v . Vietinghoff was in a some­
what enbarr ass::l. ng position, as only the previous day he had 
spoken to Kesselring of too good figh t which was being put up in 
the northern Liri sec tor, and Kesselri ne in the o.ean tine had sent 
a message ot collt:lendation t o the t r oops, and had pa ssed on the 
infol'tlation to the .hiehest l evels , with the result that Feur­
stein t s i::e n were bei ng praised i n tho coanunique of the High 
Com:.:tan.d a t the very nooen t in which they were being beaten by the 
Canadians • 

(G. M.D. s . :_ 53271/14 , Tenth Array, w.n. 6, vol 11 of Appx, sit 
map s 21 - 31 May 44; 55779/1 , 51 Mtn corps , w.D. 2, 23 May 44 ) 

132. The f ai lure of Tenth Arr:iy to nake prov i sional 
arraneements for a withdrawal was also reflected in the f ollow­
ing entries: 

In the nolll.ing o. of s. telephoned Colonel Berlin, and 
urgently repeated his four day old plea for directives 
for a possible withdr awal ; he stated that ot herwiSe an 
or derly withdrawal mieht becone impossible . The Cor ps 
despatched an offic er as special courier to Tenth A:rmy 
with tentative plans for such a withdr awal. 

1450 hrs . OFFICIAL NOTE OF FACT : O. of s . 51 Mtn 
Corps telephones Col onel Berlin , G. s . c ., Ops Offr 
Tenth Army , ond agai n urgently r equests directives 
f or a withdrawal, so that the Corps could make pre­
parations that would prevent the l oss of arms and 
equipment . • •• 

x San Giovanni on the Liri is situated on the l eft bllllk of 
t he Liri about four kilometr es west-northwest of Ponte­
corvo ; it mus t not be confused with the lareer locality of 
San Giovanni Incarico about ten kilometr es above Pontecorvo 
on the rieht bank of the Liri . Ponte Reeno is situated 
about three kilometres from Pontecorvo on the road from 
Pont ecorvo to Castr ocielo . Both localities may be found 
on the mast er nap of t he Liri sector , 1: 25 , 000 , introdoo ed 
in para 94 . 
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2330 hrs . OFFICIAL NOTE OF FACT: Ce of S~ reports 
to Maj-Gen Wentzell , c . of s . Tenth Army) that accord­
ing to reports received from the comnander of 90 Pz 
Gren Div• due t~ enemy artillery fire lasting for 14 
hours~ 1 Bn 576 Gren Re~t , 2 Bn 361 (mech ) Regt run 
Battle Group Strafner must be considered as destroyed . 
The two companies of 5 Mtn Div oame under artillery 
fire just before going into action and suffered heavy 
casual ties . For this reason it is impossible to 
rectify the situation •••• Corps Command therefore 
ordets the withdrawal from Pontecorvo and occupation 
of a defence line from San Giovanni on the Liri - Ponte 
Ref,no . Contact with 1 Para Div at Ponte Regno .* 

(G. M.n . s . - 55779/1, 51 Mtn Corps , W. D. 2 , 23 May 44) 

133. According to the Intelligence Summary of Tenth 
Army a counter- attack on the Canadians who had broken through 
the Senger line 1 km west - northwest of Pontecorvo failed on 
account of the "phosphorus fire" of the enemy. All references 
to Canadian formations in that summary ( 17 - 31 May) have been 
extracted and are being retained in translated form. (Para 
122f above) 

(G.M. n . s . - 53271/19 , Tenth Army, Intelligence Sunmary , May 44 ) 

134. It was only on the rarest occasions that eye-
witness accounts of events found their way into the records of 
German fonnations above divisional l evel. This oocurr~d however 
in the c ase of a report on the fighting for Pontecorvo . The 
town was defended by 334 Ensr Bn, and the Corps Eneineer Officer 
preserved the report of the unit, probably in vi ew of the fac t 
that the Corps Commander had expressed his approval of the r eport 
in a nargi.nal note. Althoue,h not devoid of self-praise and bom­
bast , the document supp l ies some infonnation not to be found in 
other sources . The writer apparently witnessed the breaching of 
the Hitler line by 3 can Int Bde . (981Al O.(Dl02)) The subs~anoe 
of this report is being presented here in the farm of a series 
of abbreviated excerpts: 

ii . In .connection. wi.th .tho .event s .. . of 23 . May 4.~_L photostatic copies 
of the following documents are being retainea . 

(a)51 Mtn Corps , Morning , Intermediate and Final Tactical 
Reports for 23 May 44 (981Al0(D96)) 

(b} 51 Mtn Corps , "Official Notes of Fact" , 2} May 44 
( 98lAlO. (D97)) 

(c) O. B. SW to 51 Mtn Corps , Message of Commendation , 
22 May 44 ( 981Alo. (D98)) 

(d) 90 Pz Gren Div to 51 Mtn Corps , Commendation of 
71 Proj Ref,t , 23 May 44 (981Al0.(D99)) 

(e) Armed Forces Hieh Command , Communique' for 23 May 44 
( 981Al0. (DlOO)) 

(f) 51 Mtn Corps, Order for 90 Pz Gren Div to withdr aw 
to specified line , and to take the artillery behind 
the Melfa , 23 May 44 (2400 hrs) . (981AlO.(Dl01)) 

(G . M. n . s . - 55779/9 , .51 Mtn corps , W.D. 2, vol 2 of Ap:px "C") 
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••• on orders from Tentn Army, two companies of 
334 Ene.;r Bn wer e despat ched to 90 Pz Gren Div on 
1.5 May •• • 

· ••• On orders from 90 Pz Gren Div, this f orce was 
placed Under the tactic al conmand ot 190 Engr Bn 
(90 Pz Gren Div) . This was also done in the case 
of the two oompanies of 305 Engr Bn ••• 

• • • Owing to enemy pressure it had been necessary 
to withdraw the main line of r esistance to the southern 
f ringe o f Pontecorvo . In Ponteoorvo 334 Engr Bn was 
installed as defenc e garria:>n. The second and third 
companies of the battali on were in Pontecorvo . From 
the effectives of these two companies a reserve 
company was formed . 

••• Later 3 Coy a l one occupied the ruins of Pontecorvo, 
while 2 Coy was i n position north of the town with 
elements of a tank company • 

.• • • In consequence of the southward ext ension of the 
sector of l Para Div 1 in the evening of 20 May 
Battalion Head quarters were moved to a small de ­
pression northwest of Pontecorvo in the vicinity of 
the t actical headquar ters of Battle Group Bode • 

• • • Traffi c on the road from Aquino to Pontecorvo 
had become near i y impossible owing to the enemy 
artillery fire . The t own of Pontecorvo was under 
heavy fire from arti llery and ·.-vaves of fighter bombers • 

••• At the headquarters of 3 Coy in Pontecorvo t here 
was also an advanced observation post of 71 Proj Reg t . 
During the big a t tacks of 21 and 22 May this regiment 
dispersed the enemy and forced him to veer off ~ 

• •. During the night 21/22 May our reserve company 
was r elieved by a Jaeeer company~ In vie w of the 
expected att ack for 22 May our reserve company was 
now placed on the northern fringe o f Pontecorvo as 
a reserve • 

• • • In the morning o f 22 May 2 Coy was in positions 
east of Pont ecor vo be tween the town and the Fie ld 
Repla.cenant Battalion.* 

•• ; In the moming of 22 May l arge en.any tank and 
inf an try formations were seen south of Pontecorvo. 
Arrangements for continued cooperation were made with 
Colone l Bode; with Capt ain Luley , who was in comnnnd . , 

Ji According to the situation map s o f Ten th Army f or 22 and 23 
May , the battalion in qµestion was 96 Fd Repl Bn (44 Inf Div). 
On the situation map s of 51 Mtn Corps , 44 Fd Repl Bn is shown. 
96 and 44 Fd Repl Bns were one and the same unit; in the first 
case the battalion numb er was being used ; in tbe second case 
tre numb er of the division. At tha t time mny units consisted 
of mere handfuls of men; unless mat erial from lower levela 
beco.IWs availab l e it may not be possible t o establish an 
absolutely accurate pie ture wi thoo. t overstepping the limitat­
ions i oposed .by the l aw of diminishing r eturns . 
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of a parachute battalion , and with the commander of 
a he avy tank company. The forces of 190 Enc:r Bn on 
our right were very weak; the Fi eld Repl acemen t 
Battalion on the l eft of 2 Coy was even weaker . The 
projectors of 71 Pro j Reet had finished rane ing. At 
1630 hrs the enemy attack began wi. th a violent 
artillery bombardment. One h::>ur later our comm.anding 
officer was killed . The enemy was stopped and pushed 
back. The nieht was quiet . 

••• The all- out attack on Pontecorvo began on 23 May. 
It was a tremendous bombardlwnt such as we did not 
experience even during our baptism of fire at Ortona· • 

• • • Fina lly, at 0900 hrs the artillery preparation 
came to an end and deathly silence reigned for a few 
momen ts . Und er cover· of tanks the enemy infantry 
approached Pontecorvo and the battl e was on. The 
enemy, who thought we had been buried long ago in 
the ruins of Pontecorvo was ereeted by murderous fire • 

••• In the area of our l eft neighbour - at the cemetery 
north of Pontecorvo - the ooemy had achieved a pene;.. 
tration. Reconnaissance patro l s which were despatched 
immediate l y returned wi th the firs t prisoner s - Tommi es 
and Canadians . The penetration was wider and deeper 
than expected . The thin screen of the Field Replace­
ment Battalion and the infantry forces in the switch 
position behind the c emetery bad been unable to cope 
with th e enemy. From an observation post on a house 
on the east ern outskirts of Pontecorvo it could be 
plainly seen how the enemy passed through the gap in 
compan y strength; bypassed Pontecorvo , and was followed 
by another force of two platoons and sever al tanks·. 
Our r eserve company was now committed there , aid the 
attack was supported by fire from the heavy machine 
guns and mortars o f our other two companies . Our wel l 
directed fire blocked the progress of additional enemy 
forces at the cemetery. Despite the heavy casualti es 
inflicted on the enemy it was imposs ible to close the 
breach • 

•• • Describing a wide arc behind Pontecorvo the 
Tommies had r eached the ri var Liri and the Engineer 
Battle Group was t herefore encircled • 

• • • At 2100 hrs we sent our l a st message to Battle 
Group Bode : "We a r e encircled by strong enemy infantry 
and armour ed f orces and are getting set for a ll-around 
def enoe . 11 

The report concluded with a description of t he escape from en­
circlement of the remnants of the unit . 

(G. M. n . s . - 55779/ll, 51 Mtn Corps , Repor ts of Corps Engr Offr ) 

~--------------------~----------------------------------------
* One e more tho Parachute battalion remained uniden ti tied i n 

German documents . Captain Walter Luley was the Brigade 
Adjutant of 4 Para Reet; this might indic~te that the unit 
was a battalion from that regiment. Heidrich was conducting 
a 11war o f his own 11 and was hardly ever heard from unless he 
was offering advic e to his superiors ; in view of his high 
party affiliations , his strong personality , and excellent 
performance , nobody cared to t ackle him. 
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13.5. The tactical considerations which led to the con­
strue tion of the Senger line have been cited in para 24 from the 
nanuscript of Maj -Gen Rothe (Rothe , The Senger Rie5el, 2R. cit , 
para 24 above ). The s anB manuscript a l so provides sone i.n.Tc:irm t ­
ion reBarding the kind and nuni:> er of installations in the Seneer 
position : 

Provision was I:E.de for a combination of two types of 
construction~ firstly that with armour and concrete 
protection (so- called "permanent installati. ons"), and 
secondly, that of ordinary fi e ld installations. ~n 

the Pontecorvo - Piedimonte sector , by f ar the 'mosy 
important sector , the installations wer e all of the 
11P erman en t" type • · 

The fortifications conprised: 

(a ) 11Peroanent" type : (fortress-like) 
1) For anti-tank defence: Ei~hteen 7.5 cm 

anti - tank euns in revolvine tank turrets 
( the GerLlB.n "Tie; er 11 or "Panther 11 turretsl 
mounted on armolll'ed pedestals specially 
constructed for the pl.ll"pose , and having a 
casing of strone reinforced concrete , one 
metre thie,k . . 

2) From 30 - 40 shell proof shelt ers of s t eel 
construction with a casing of r einforced 
concrete two netres thick (so- called ·~ .T. 

(OrGanizction Todt] shelters n), each to 
nous e a section. 

(b ) Field Installations: 

1 ) SO-called 11Tobruk 11 n :ichine gun positions , 
vli th circular mountines for the machine guns. 

2) Arnoured machine gun nests (for one machine 
eun with a crew of two ) 

3 ) Shelters (proof aeainst sinele 15 cn hits ) 

4) Dueouts (proof a~ainst medium size nortars) 

5 ) Unprotected machine eµn and rifle positions. 

6 ) Unprotected observation posts for heavy in­
fantry weapons and artillery. 

7) Communication and approach t r enches. 

Figures given from menory for the installations mentioned 
under (b ) can no lone;er approach accuracy. Accord.ins to 
my recollection however their number was sufficient for 
the purposes of from four to five divisions in the front 
lines. For four divisions that would nean (exc lusive 
of the anti-tenk euns oentioned above) approximatel y : 

408 
2786 

2786 

shelters (shell- proof) 
firine positions and observation posts for 

all weapons 
dugouts 
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A permanent record of the German defence installa.tions in the 
northern Liri sector is available in the form of the maps referrec 
to in para 101. An exe.oination of the map showing the German 
positions in the sector of 90 Pz Gren Div indicates that six of 
the grand total of eietiteen Panther turrets , and 21 of the approx­
imately 40 shellproot O~T. shelters , were situated in that sector . 
Their ereatest density was just s outh of Aquino and south of 
Pontecorvo t<JNards the Liri . It is apparent th.at the breakthroust 
was successful in tho least well fortifieQ. section of tm Ponte­
oorvo - Aquino sectora Althoueh the demol itons and pr eparations 
carried out in the sector of 51 Mtn Corps were roundly criticized 
by the Army Connander on 22 May, the main cause of disappointment 
to ~e . Geman Hip,h Com.and at the time of the breakthrough was 
the s:call r esistance value of the southern portion of the posit­
i on.•0 

(G&M•D•S• "" 55?79/9 , 51 Mtn Corps • w,D, 2, vol 2 of Appx . "C'•, 
Appx C 488 , 22 May 44 ) 

EXPLOITATION 'ro 'IHE MELFA 

(24 May) 

136 . The War Diary of Tenth Army far this day does not 
provide . infornation that is not supplied in e,reater detail by 
othor sources . The A:rmy was beaten, 9.Ild for good r easons the 
par,es of the War Diary were filled with sad com.ients and pervaded 
by pessimisn. The oore objectively foraul ated ''Final Estimate 
of the Day" described the situation in the folloWi.ng terms : 

Due to the deep armoured break- throughs in the 
direction of Falvaterra , San Giovanni and Roccasecca 
by the enemy, who is superior in numbers and materiel, 
as well as to the developments a t the beachhead, the 
present positions have become untenable . The for­
ward movenent s of r eserves and aornmiti on have been 
harassed by the denolition of roads and bridees, or 
n:ade compl etely i mpossible. In view of these facts , 
Army Order No. 11, directins a withdr awal to the 
Melfa, issued today.~ 10£ (981AlO .(Dl03)) 

(G.M.D. s . - .53271/l, Tenth Army , w.D. 6 1 24 May 44; .53271/9 , 
Tenth A:rmy , W.D. 61 vol 6 of Appx, Appx 1003 , 24 May 44) 

A:mly Order No . 11 was received a t Headquarters 51 Mtn 
Corps at 2150 hrs , and so nere ly countenanced a situation 
that had existed de faoto since early afternoon. Verbal 
orders for the i mmediate withdrawal of l Para Div to 
the Melfa had been given by c. of s . 51 Mtn Corps at 1600 
hrs . (For map code see f ootnot e below ) 

1£1' On 25 May the 5th edition of the map of Italy 1:100 ,000 
(with new nu.nbers for squares and reference points) was 
taken into use . Map r efer ences in Ar'!:ly Order No . 11 
were based on this map . (981Al0.(Dl04)) (G.M.D.s . -
55779/1, 51 Mtn Corps , W. D. 2, 24 May; 55779/4, 51 Mtn 
Corps, W .D. 2, vol 2 of Appx "B" 1 Appx 19) 

ii& "The sudden breakthrough in the Senger position came as 
a surprise to the Fuehrer. In this connection he expressed 
anew his displeasure over the trifling achi evements of the 
troops with regard to construction v.ork on the positions 
••• " (Appx "A" to this report , page 4 , bottom) 
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137, The circumstances surroundine the withdrawal to 
the Melfa were set forth in the War Diary of .51 Mtn Corps i 

24 May The day was marke.d by a tank battle, and by our 
withdrawal on the southern wing as a result of the 
very great enemy press.ire during the night and dur­
ing the day. 

The unprecedented artillery bombardment of the pre­
vious day; the ceaseless ai r attacks ; the blinding 
of our battle stations with phosphorus and the attacks 
by armour and infantry occurring immediately there~ 
after , have depleted the fornations and exhausted the 
troops , who have been fighting for eleven days with­
out any air w.pport . 

During the night 23/24 May 90 Pz Gren Div had b een 
taken back to the l ine San Giovanni (on the Liril - · 
Ponte Reeno, in order to establish an emergency ine 
of defence. But already at 1000 hrs the enemy attack- · 
ed with 100 tanks , supported by artil lery and air­
craft , on the ooundary between 1 Para Div and 90 Pz 
Gren Div. After breaking through at Ponte Ree;no and 
overooming the remaining eleDEnts of 361 (mech) Gren 
Regt to the West thereof , he succeeded in advancing 
to the Melf a a..rxi to Stazione Roccasecca. In embittered 
battles in the sector of 90 Pz Gr en Div; 18 enemy 
tanks were destroyed while we lost four. 

Enemy forces advancing from the area of San Giovanni 
(on the Liri) and Pte Cupo encircled 190 Pz Reece Bn. 
An attack towards the North a1ong both sides ot the 
r oad Pontecorvo - Aquino was tn progr ess sinoe 1720 
hrs. but ,has .been .stopped. · 

In accordance with Army Order No . 111 the Corps in­
tends to occupy a new line of defence on the north­
western bank of the riv er Melfa - southern fringe or 
Rocoasecca - Castrocielo - Mte . de Campanell a -
Belmonte . The Corps has no reserves which mip,ht be 
used to improve a situa tion which the enemy- has tailed 
to exp l oit to the fullest possible extent , in that he 
did not push on to the Via Casilina through our very 
thin lines . Fighting streDt.~ th of the ba ttalions is 
now about 30 men each~ 1 Bn 100 Mtn Jg Regt has been 
released for return to the Cor ps , but it must first 
be moved up .ii · 

138 . The tactical reports of .51 Mtn Corps for 24 May 
are beine r etained in photosta tic ft>rm ( 98lA10 . (Dl0.5) ) • In the 
absence of sourc~ material from lower l eve l:3 they are useful 

On 23 May , at the height of the fighting in the northern 
Liri sector , Tenth A:rmy had ordered the Cor ps to withdraw 
t his battalion from the front of 5 Mtn Div and to rush 1 t 
to 14 Pz Corps . .51 Mtn Corps obje cted strongly , but the 
order was enforced . When the pitiful r emnants of 90 Pz 
Gren Div reached the Melfa , they were of' course unable to 
offer any serious r esistance , and 1 Bn 100 Mtn Jg Regt was 
moved back to 51 Mtn Cor~ s . On the sit trace for 25 May 
(para 94 above) the unit was shown on the left wine of 200 
(mech} Gren Regt. (G. M. D. S . - 55779/9 , 51 Mtn Corps , W. D. 2, 
vol 2 of Appx 11C 11 , Misc Appx, 24 May 44 ) 
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merely for t he establishment bf a eeneral picture of events ; their 
lack of detail however precludes the reconstruction of individua l 
engagements . At 1330 hrs Corps r eported to Army that at 1130 hrs 
an armoured break- t hrouBh had occurred at Ponte Regno . At 1S40 
hrs Corps reported that at 1400 hr s Enemy tanks had brqken through 
south of Stazione Roccasecca and were movine towards tm Melfa: 
"No more reserves; ur gently r equest 1 Bn 100 Mtn Jg Regt" • And 
at 1600 hrs (for 1530 hrs ): 1'Enen.y tanks at the Melfa southwest 
of Stazione Roccasecca" . li At 1600 hrs Ops Offr 1 Para Div end c. 
of s . 51 Mtn Corp·s were in telephonic con:nnunication . Hearing at 
the armoured break- throueh at stazione Roccasecca, Klinkowstroem 
gave orders far the i mnediat e withdrawal of l Para Div to the far 
bank of the Mel f a . · 

(G.M.D. s. - 55779/9, 51 Mtn Corpst W8D . 2, Appx 0503, 24 May 44; 
55779/1, 51 Mtn Corps , W.D. 2 , 24 -~ar 44) . 

139. On 24 May 51 Mtn Corps prepared a list of the in-
fant ry anl armoured elements that had been moved from inactive 
sector s to the focal points of the bat~le from 11 - 24 May 44 
( 981AlO. (Dl07)) . According to this do cum nt 90 Pz Gren Div had 
been rei~ar cod by the following elements : 

From 44 I nf Div : 

From 5 Mtn Div: 

From 114 Jg Div: 

From other formations : 

44 Fd Repl Bn 

three companies of Mountain Jaegers 
haJ_f company 3 High Mtn J e Bn 
one batta lion headquar ters and two 

com.posit e Jaeger oo mpan i e s 
Anti- tk Coy 5 Mtn Div 

one company 114 Engr Bn 
Anti - tk Coy 114 Je Div ( tractor~ 

drawn) 
3 Bn 7 41 Jg Ree:tlili 

305 ~r Bn (less one compc.ny) 
334 Ene:r Bn (less one oompany) 
one t eo. k compan y of 26 Pz Div 
one Panther company of 4 Pz Regt 

A photostatie- copy of this sienal is b eing r etained 
(981.Al 0. (Dl06)). (G.M. n . s . - 53271/9 , Tenth Army, W.D. 6 , 
vol 6 of Appx, Appx 984, 24 May 44 ) 

u This was the only Germa n do cume~t t o J:10ntion the transfer 
to 90 Pz Gren Div of 3 Bn 741 Je Rep.t . All other documents 
mentioned only 3 Bn 721 J1:, Ret:.to I t is quite pr obable, 
however that some el ements of 3 3n 741 J g Regt reached the 
fiB}ltine zone , as elements of this Reeiment were listed i n 
a Canadian report r ep,arding t~e enemy in the Hit l er line 
(Lt-Gen E.L. M. Burns; the 0 set- pi.ece 11 attack - lssrons from 
the break- through of the Hit le r line, 6 Jul 44, 
249C5.2(Dll) . It is int er estine to note that interrogati ons 
enabled the Canadians to protuce at that time an essentially 
correct list of the enemy units encountered . 
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Over and above 361 (mech) Gren Regt and 576 Gren Regt , these then 
were the German units that were destroyed by 1 Cdn Corps between 
17 and 24 May 44. 115 Pz Gren Regt was virtually destroyed before 
the intervention of the Canadian Corps. ****~***** 
( <l.M&D. s. 4' 55'1?9/9, .51 Mtn C.o.rp..s., W .• D • . .2., .Appx C.51.5, 24 May 44} 
i[ Inforniati on regarding the loss of guns by t 'he artillery apoears 

in para 141 below. 
I~ Nothing more was heard from 15 Panther Turret Coy (15 Pz Gren 

Div) and 790 Fd Fort Constr Bn, which had been rushed to the 
Senge~ line on 15 May . In the absence of any definite evidence 1 

the telephone conversations of the period permit the doncluaion 
that many crews of the armoured turrets perished in the Senger 
line, and that the remnants of the construction battalion wer e 
withdrawn behind the Melfa where they prepared some makeshift 
positions. 

K~M 1 Bn 361 (mech) Gren Regt had been with Battte Group Heilmann 
since 19 May and most likely operated alongside 2 Bn 361 (mech) 
Gren Regt on the boundary with 90 Pz Gren Div (Sit trace 51 Mtn 
Corps, 19 May 44, para 94 above) . The remnants of 1 Bn 115 Pz 
Gren Regt were also with Battle Group Heilmann. 

***~The question has been raised (C , M. H . ~ . Report No . 179, para 
199) whether or not during thG night 23/24 May the forces of 
90 Pz Gren Div had boen strengthened by the arrival of an 
organized containing force , possibly composed of the following 
units: 

2 Bn 4 Para Regt (from Aquino) 
334 Engr Bn (from the Adriatic) 
305 Engr Bn (from the Adriatic) 
Witz.mann Battle Group ( composite force of elements 

85 and 100 Mtn J&. Rogts) 
3 Bn 721 Jg Regt (newly arrived) 

In the light of German records the situation must be explained 
in a slightly different way . The morning report of 51 Mtn 
Corps merely stated that an omergenoy front had been establish­
ed in the new line from San Giovanni on the Liri to Ponte Regno 
From the available documents it can be gathered with certainty 
that no foitces from outside t he divisional area reached the 
front forward of t he Melfa line on 24 May . The la.st reinforce­
ments to arrive bad been a batta lion headquarters and two 
companies from 5 Mtn Div iL the morning of 23 May . (It is 
very probable but not conclusively verifiable that this was 2 Bn 
85 Mtn Jg Regt) . This force was indeed intended for commit~ent 
as an operational r eserve for shoring up the front of 90 Pz · 
Gren Div on 24 May ; but accordi ng to th~ t actical reports of 
the Corps it had been necessary to commit the group on 23 May , 
due to the "severe losses" experienced by 361 (mech) Gren Regt; 
this was a very bland way of showing that·the group had been 
nearly destroyed in its assembly positions on 23 May by a hail 
of artillery fire . The two engineer battalions had been in the 
line for a week and were only shadows of their fOrffier selves ; 
3 Bn 721 Jg Regt ha.d been holding the "buckdoor" of Pontecorvo 
for several days and was evidontly moved in as n stop- ga.p . 
In the tactical report of 90 Pz Gr~n Div for 24 Muy the 
situation wa s described as follows : 

At 1000 hrs the enemy broke through with about 100 tanks 
in the area of 1 Para Div (our l eft ne i ghbour); then with 
part of the tanks veer ed off into our own divisional area 
and rolled up th~ fr ont from behind. 2 Bn 85 Mtn Jg Regt 
was shattered . A tank ba ttle followed •• • 

(Photostatic copies of tactical reports for 23 and 24 May, 
and text of preceding paras) 
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140. Aft er the coLmunication difficulties on 23 May, 
the t e l ephone conversations of 24 May were .lene tby and interest­
ine . It is not possible to record here the I?nny details reveal ed 
in 25 pages of r ecorded oonvetaations; the document is bei ns 
reta ined however in photostatic form (981AlO.(b l 08 )), In vie w 
of the sr.ave deterioration of the situs. tion on the f r ont of 14 
Pz Corps , Wentzell called Westphal at 1420 hrs ahd asked for 
permission to withdraw farther than aer eed . Kesselring was 
absen t and West phal had t o r efuse ' Shortl y afterwa rds West phal 
called v a Vietingh.off and expl a i ned his position : 

• • • I had to refuse; only a short while aeo .Jodl ra.ng 
up; 11 the Fuehrer absolutely den:ands that any with­
drawal be carried out step by step and with the con­
sent of A:rmy Group" . If at a ll possible, no wi. th­
drawal to be oade without the personal conourrence 
of the Fuehrer . 

At 19.50 hr s Wentzell r eported events in the Melfa sector: 

Wentzel l: 

Westphal : 

I hav e been in communication with 
Klini<owstroem; he tells me that the 
emmy ha s attacked with over 100 
t anks and has passed the Melfa. 
Several battalions have b een destroy­
ed •• • • All our Anti- tank Artille ry 
is ther e l 

Well, all I want is that you should 
defend yourself in that s ecto r . 

(G. M. n . s . - 53271/9 , Tenth Army, w.n. 6, vol 6 of Appx, Appx 
996 , te l cons 24 May 44 ) 

141 . Later i n the eveni ns the Operation Offic ers ot 
Tenth Army and Army Group 'C ' discus sed the situation a t 
l ength . On this occasion a e..ood deal of infor mation r egarding 
events and conditions durine the retreat to tl:w3 Melfa were 
supplied by the Operations Off icer of .51 Mtn Corps, Major 
Burchardt, G.S . C: 

223.5 hrs. Berlin - Bee litz 

Berlin : ••• 26 Pz Re ece Bn has now a str ength ot one 
officer and 15 mm. Maybe some strag.~·1ers 

wil l turn up . Unfortunately that i s the way 
it l ooks . Major Burohardt is hare a t t he 
moment , and I will let him tel l you in person 
how things a r e at the front . 

Burchal'dt : The fie):lting in Baade ' s secto r today was so 
hard that his battal ions have virtually cea sed 
to exist . One battalion of 361 (mech) Gren 
Rost was t otally B.ostroyed; the o ther one · 
~·me ov·,,rrun in tol ::i.y f o tank e.ttaok tll\4 wcu1 
prao ti~ally destroyed . 516 Gren Rer.t l!N&t 
o.lso bo cons idered as destroyed. J ie.hting 
str oncth is us follows : 200 (uaoh) Oren Ros• 
ha~ ~00 non• . that ·is f i ne , but of the Wholo 
36lst · (ucch ~ Greno.dior Rocinent only one 
hundred mon a.re left . I have those t i eure• 
f r O!l Oster who was ther e . On the Melf~a· 1n 
B~ado t s sector we have now co.ly 

• 
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200 (mech ) Gren Reet a nd the r etl.nants of 361 (mech ) 
Gren Ree;t . Then there is 1 Bn 100 Mtn Je Reet 
which has reverted to the Corps • And according to 
the experiences of the last few da.Y"S , it cannot be 
expected tba t the new positions will have been pre ­
pared to any great extent . Durine the last four 
days a pitifully small cons truction battal ion hae 
prepared a few fax- ho le s in the nor t horn and 
southern sectors . But no positions have b een dug 
for the guns and pro jectors , and the artillery 
fire of the enemy is so intense that all guns 
left in the open are beinB destroyed within a very 
short tirae . 56 Pro j Rert lost ten 1.5 cm and four 
21 cm euns because the regiment was committed so 
suddai l y tha. t th.ere was no time to prepar e 
positions . To send in heavy weapons in such a 
manner i s not very useful as they wi l l be destroy­
ed by the artillery and fie-hter- bombers . The 
tank attacks of t he enemy are beins carried ou t 
by bell- shaped for~tions of 20 - 30 tanks vmicn 
advance to our position and direc t such a con­
centration of fire on it that our guns a r e des­
troye d before they have fired from five t o ten 
r ounds . Baade lost ten assault guns . In thi s 
Melfa plain the positions my be held for a f ew 
days at the coat of very heavy casualties , tu t i n 
the end everythine; will be done fo r (kaputt ) ••. 

Beel itz : Was the penetration across the Me lfa a deep one? 

BurobalK!t: Accordine to my latest information he has reached 
the Melfa and crossed it at some points . Baade 
was in the southern sector with 200 (mech ) Gren 
Reet and in the northern secto r With miscellaneous 
retmants . He was in contact with the equally small 
forces of Heidrich. 

Beelitz : Where~ 

Burchardt : Baade t s riBh t flank is northwest of 576,. 
(approx 2 km southwest of Stazione Roccasecca ) 

••• 

Burchardt : The situation is the r esult of the sustained 
artillery botJ.bardment preceding the advanc e ot 
massed tanks , which are fo l lowed by the infantr y . 
However brave the tro0ps may be , they are power­
less agains t tanks . I n the Seneer posit ion the 
enemy first blinded and then destr oyed the Panther 
turrets . 

Berlin : The situation is precarious indeed. 

(Ibid) -
An evaluation of the troops who drove the Germans from the Liri 
Valley is contained in an '"Experience Repor t " prepared by Capt 
Di etrich v . Menges , Corps Intellieence Officer 51 Mtn Cor ps . A 
translation of the document appears as Appendix "G" to this 
report ( 981Alo. (Dl'2)) . The author mentions the thick growth ot 
the Lir i plain , wi th its rows of he de;es and trees , and oontinues : 
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Here the Indian and Canadian troops sho.Yed then­
selves particularly adept. On the whole they were 
definitely superior in fif"htine value to tm British 
troops of 4 and ?8 Divs. 

• • • 
(G . M. D. S . - 55780/4, 51 Mtn Corps , I nt Rep May ~ JUn 44) 

THE ADV .ANGE TO FROSINONE 

( 2.5 - 31 May ) 

142. Once again the Arr:Jy cornmnler was torn by oppos-
ing forces , Discipline demanded that he pay hee d to the 
Fuehrer' s order t:>r fanatica l resistance ; professional insight 
ur eed him w accede t o the deri.ands fr om lower l e vels for epeedy 
retr eat as the only means of salvation . The di l emma was solved 
f or all concerned by the energet i c a ction of 5 Cdn Armi Di v 

· which establishe d firm bridp,eheads aero ss the Me lfa during the 
day. At 0400 hrs the fo llowine or der had been received from 
Kesselring: 

25 Mey 0228 hr s To t he Co.cmian d er o :f Ten th .A:m.y 
To the Co.CllJand er o f Fourteenth Ju:cy 

For i.rnclediate attention : 

With the beeinninB of tlle enemy attack from the 
beachhead the current battle has ent er ed i ts 
decisive phase , The main eoal must be to para­
l yse the offensiv e spirit of the enemy by the 
infliction of very heavy ca sualties . This can only 
be done by f anatica l defence of t he desie;nated 
main deteme lines. I therefore forbid the with ­
drawal of any divi sion and the giving up of any 
strong- point without my pri or explici t consent • 
The line s which will be held by Fourteenth and 
Tenth Armies have been verbally indicated by 
myself during the past day . The poi nt of juncture 
between t he two Armies is now a t 41/68 (between 
Monte Calvo and Monte Calvilli ; old code ). 
Tenth Arey will hold the bridBehead oou th o! 
San Giovanni as l ong as possible . Kesselring , O, B, SW 
( 981Al0 • (Dl09)) 

At midday v . Vietinehoff telephoned Feurstein: 

I v.ould like to emphasize onc e more that accord­
ing to the Fuehrer ' s or ders the Melt'a line must 
be he ld for s everal d ays . An early wi. thdrawal 
is out of the question , Enemy elements that 
have crossed the river must be thrown back •• • 

In the r ecords of 51 Mtn Corps t his conversation was preserved 
in the form of an "Official Note o f Fact" : { 981Alo . (DllO)) 

1230 hrs 

The Col one l GEil eral gt.ves tl'le order to hold the 
Melf a line for several days . 
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General Feurstein renl i e s that ho will issue the 
or der but do es not bel ieve th.at it can be carried 
out with the troops on hand . 

The Colone l Gener a l eJ. ves the order that in this 
case e lements froia Heidrichts left wine; wi l l have 
to be made available~ Heidrich wi 11 have to take 
over a larger sector . 

Fcurstein : I r eport as a mat ter of duty that we 
Will not bri Iie back mny iaen if We. have to hold 
at a ll costs . 

Col-Gen : We nus t accept that risk; Army Group 
has e iven explicit or ders to hold t he l ine for 
s everal days . * 

Feurstein: I r aport t o the Col - Gen that the 
enemy has alr eady crossed the Melfa in two 
places and that no f orces are available to 
rectify the situation. 

(handsiened ) Count Klinkowstroem 

(G . M.D . s . - 53271/9, Tenth krny, W. D. 6, vol 6 of Appx , Appx 
1035, and 1032 , 25 May 44 ; 55779/ 9, 51 Mtn Corps, w.n. 2, 
/1.ppx C521 , 25 May 44 ) 

143. The War Di ary of . 51 Mtn Corps menti oned various 
crossines of the Melfa and continued: 

Durine the afternoon the enemy increased the 
d epth of his penetrations over a wide fron t 
a.nd the coruplete collapse of t he sector could 
only be prevented by the decision of the Corps 
to withdraw. 

Accordine to the tactic al reports f or the day, the Canadians 
cro ssine; the Melfa river near its confluenc e with the Liri 
wer e opposed by 1 .Bn 100 Mtn Je Ree t. At 2350 h r s 51 Mtn Corps 
i ssued a "Corps Order" for tbe next phase of the r etreat in the 
direction of the Caesar :Line (981AlO. (Dlll) ) . 90 Pz Gren Div 
and 56 Proj- Regt wer e placed under comnand of 14 Pz Corps as of 
1600 hrs 26 May. · 

(G. M.D.S . - 55779/11 .51 Mtn Corps , W. D. 2 , 25 May 44 ; .55779/9, 
51 Mtn Cor ps, W.D. ~ . Appx C530, 25 May 44 ) 

11 In a prolo~ ed and painful conversation on the next day 
v. Vietin.ghoff and Kessel rine wrestled .with tae PNlll• 
of r econciline rea lit y with Hitle r' s orders . The Marshal 
said: "It is the Fuehrert s explicit order and a lso ny 
belief that we must bleed the meny to exhaus ti on by 
hard fie}l.tine • ••• You h ave al ways been optimistic; why 
has your att itude changed? '' v . Vi etinehoff knew very 
well who · was being bled to exhaustion · but kept his t an.per 
throup,hout the complicated discussion. {G.M.n.s. 53271/9 , 
Ten th A:rmy, w.n. 6, vol 6 of Appx , Appx 1061, 26 May 44 ) 
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144 . The effectiveness of the Canad ian artillery duri ng 
these days was i ndirectly demonstrated by an angry SiBJlal to both 
Corps. Only a f ew days ear lier Maj-Gen Baade had nothing but· 
praise f or the German artillery in his sector, but now he con­
demned the artillery units which apparently had ceased their 
counter-battery work and were anxious to make for sa:ter ground 
with their r emainine euns: 

25 May 1715 hrs. To : 51 Mtn Corps and 14 Pz Corps 

The enan.y arti llery is no t being opposed and 
feels ~ore and more free to pl ace its f.U!lS 
in the open fields and to now down our infantry. 
In . this way a third el anm t has been added to · 
the unhind ered destruction of our infantry by 
British planes and .massed t anks . Due to this 
condition the followine units have been com­
pl~tely destroyed in the heavy fif~ting of the 
last few days : 

44 Fd Repl Bn 
2 Bn 85 Mtn Jg Regt 
}05 Ensr Bn . 
2 Bn 361 (mech) Gren Reet 
2 Bn ;76 Gren Regt 
1 Bn 200 {mech ) Gr en Regt 
Hieh Mtn Je Bn strafner 

Baade 
Cmdr 90 Pz Gren Div ii 

( 981A10. (Dll2}) 

(G. M.n.s. - 55779/9, 51 Mtn corps, w.n. 2, Appx C525, 25 May 44) 

26 and 27 May 

145. On 26 May 1 Cdn Co.I]?S continued its advance along 
the axis Ceprano - Pofi - Frosinone. Battered 90 Pz Gren Div 
was now in the orbit of 13 Bri t Corps, and 11 Odn Inf Bde, movine 
tow8:I"dS Ceprano, was resisted by elements of 26 Pz Div. The 
situation maps of 14 Pz Corps and of Tenth Army for 26 and 21 
May show 26 Pz Bn (with 150 men} end 1 Bn 1027 Pz Gren Rest then 
under com:nand of 26 Pz Div) in the area of Ceprano. (Situation 
traces of 14 Pz Corps from 23. May - 6 Jun 44 are bei ns retained 
in photostatic form ) (981AlO.(Dll4) ) . South of Ceprano on 26 
May, and at Ceprano on 27 Mny, were a l so the two infant ry reei­
ments of the Division: 9 Pz Gren Reet (with 60 men ) and 67 Pz 
Gren Reet (with 100 men ). The t actical report of the Division 
for this day read : 

Durine the day enemy pr es sure increased scu th of 
San Gianvanni as wel l as eas t of Ceprano. After 
midday there was sustained and heavy harassing 
fire on the whole sector; the b3aviest fire was 

I A trace of all German artillery positions on the southern 
wine of Tenth Army at 1200 hrs 25 May is being retained 
in photostatic form (981AlO.(Dll3)). (G.M.D.s . - 53271/10, 
Tenth .Army, w.D. 6, vol 7 of Appx , Appx 1128, 27 May 44} 
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l a id on Stazione Ceprano• At 1~00 hrs an enemy . 
attack on Cep!'ano was repulsed and two enemy tanks 
were destroyed , The Division expeots an attack 
on Ceprano for tonif')lt ' At 1730 hrs Ten th Array 
or dered withdrawal to a hew l ine from Oeccano to 
2 m s southwest of Straneolaealli; this order had 
been passed on to the divisiopS ahd the movenent 
had beeun vti.en a counter-order arrived at 1915 
hrs . I n view of the present oo ndi ti on of signal 
ooLlI:lunications it is probable th at r eoccupation 
of the abandoned positions cannot be carried out 
before they have been occupied by the eneJll1• 

(G.M.D.s . - 53271/1, Ten th Army , w.D. 6, 26 May; 58199/32, 
14 Pz Corps ,- sit na~s 4 Mar - }O Jun 44 ; 58199/14 , 14 Pz Corps, 
tao.repa; 2b Ka7- ~1 

146. During the day the Connand er of Tenth AJ.ny r ealiz-
ed t hat a break- thro ~h fron Artena to Valnontone was a distinct 
possibility . Visualizing a situa ti on wha.-e the entrance to the 
Sora valley would be blocked , and the Via Casilina cut oft, the 
whole southern wing of Tenth Arny and soiile elements of Fourteenth 
P.xny wou ld then be forced t o r etreat t o the Caesar line over the 
r oad from Frosinone t o Subiaco wi if s one forces usi ng the second­
ary road via Fiuegi to Genazzano. A difficult traffic problem 
was bound to arise in the three oile stretch north ot Alatri 
where only one road existed; a r apid advance of Ei ~.hth Arr.ly 
would l ead to the encircleoent of 14 Pz Corps . It was not 
illoeical for too Army Como.ender now to aiggest a f urther quick 
withdrawal while a t the same tine off ering substanti a l assist­
ance fo r the coming battle at Valmontone.Evidently believine 
that Hermann Goerine Panzer Division would s~ooeed in stabil­
izine the s ituation at Valmontone , Kesselring refused per ­
mission and ordered Tenth Arny to hold its positi1•ns for that 
day and the next one. However stubborn in defence himself, 
and mindful of the f ate of 29 Pz Gren Div a t Priverno an d 
Roccasecca di Volsci , Marshal Kesselrine was not at the time the 
master of his ship, and· indeed was under severe pressure from 
Hitler• s Headquarters .liil The awkward situati on was tellinely 
r ef l ected in the telephone conversations : 

1825 hrs Wentzell - Beelitz 

W: • .-. Vie hav e t o '"et ou t of here as fast as 
possible or we will l os e the whole Fourteenth 
Panzer Corps. 

B: Everything is being upset; Butlar ••• (the 
recorder at this point dared not make a verbatim 
report and ne r ely ent ered : ••• words indicatine 
that the Armed Forces Hil!h Command was the source 
of all the trouble . -

- Photostatic copies of a nap and a trace showine the course 
of the Caesar line fro n Valnont one to M. Velino are being 
reta ined {981AlO.{Dll.5)). {see also para s 43 and 44 above) 
{G.M.D.S . - 58199/23, 14 Pz Cor ps, W.D. 6, vol 6 ot Appxl 
1.5 May 44 i 53271/14, Tent h .Arr:J.y , vol 11 of Appx, Appx 10 4b , 
24 May 44 J 

u For details reeardine or ders from hi sJie-s t quarters see 
Appendix "A" t o this r eport, pae e s .5, 6 and ? • 
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1915 hrs Wentzell - v . Altenstadt (C. of s . 14 Pz Corps) 

German synopsis: 

A catastrophe . Orders f r om the hit#lest authority; 
the proposal s of the Corps are out of the question 
••• The refusal of the Armed Forces Hi fl'_,b. ColllI!land 
can only be based on ienorance of the situation ••• 
the disaster will bee;in tomoITow. 

2~10 hrs Wentzell - Klinkowstroem 

Tenth Army 11as had a run-in with the Field 
Marshal and the Hi@'l Command ••• 

Durine; the nie:ht Marshal Kesselring laid down the law to his 
Arny Comraanders: 

27 May 0200 hrs . Very Ure;ent. Subnit I mmediate l y . 

l. The Fuehrer has ordered that the Caesar positi on 
be defer:d ed at all oos ts . The object of our pre­
sent fie~ting must not however be to reach the . 
Caesar line soon; rather, whilst stubbornly hold-
1ne the sectors desipp.ated from time to time , t o 
inflict such heavy casualties on the enemy that 
his fie,hti ne; potentia l will be broken even before 
the Caesar l ine is reached. 

2. Durine the last few days the "centre of gr av ity" 
of the fiftltine has been transf err ed to the right 
wing of the Army Group . As soon as possibl e 

. therefore , Fourteenth Amy must r eceive sufficient 
re inf or cenen ts to enable it to throw back the 
eneny , who has penetrated as far as the VELLETRI -
VALMON'IDNE area; AI.SO THEREBY ke api ng the supply 
routes of Ten th .A:roy open. I n order to obtain 
these reinforcements , the inner wines of Four­
teenth and Tenth Armies w.1.11 be e radually with­
drawn to lines ordered from time t o time by O.B.sw. 
In accordance with the directive of 24 May (wire­
less messae e O.B.SW Ops No. 5581 Secret), with­
drawal from these designated lines rna.y only take 
place at my express order . Furthermore for Four­
t eenth Army it is important , in addition to 
strenf,thening the l and fron t, that mobile reser ves 
be created as quickly as possible on both sides of 
the Tiber , as the possibi lity of a landine; in this 
sector will continue to exist . 

Kesselring 
O.B.SW (A.l;my Group C) 
Ops No . 5673/44 Secret 

A photostati~ copy of this docuoent is beine retained . 
( 981AlO. (Dll6)) 

(G.M.D.E. - 53271/1, Tenth Amy , W.D. 6, 26 May 44 ; 53271/9, 
Tenth lu'ny, w.n. 6, vol 6 of Appx , Appx 1061, 26 May 44; 59091/3, 
Fourteenth Army , W.D. 3, Appx for May 44, Appx 466a, 27 May 44) 
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14? . The doninant note of 27 May was the effect of 
Allied air attacks on roads and cor:o:::iunications . The War Diary of 
Tenth A:rmy stated : 

Tho withdrawal proc oods according to plan. Serious 
difficulti es are being experienced as a result ot 
the systeaa.tic destruction of a ll supply r outes and 
traffic centres by continuous heavy bonbingt and 
the disruption of traffic by ceaseless fight er ­
bot1.ber attc.cks . Durine tho lo.st f ow nights serious 
traffic blocks occurred in tho nountains whore 
there arc virtwlly no al tornativ e r out es ar detours , 
and where tho iIJI:10dio.to repair of destroyed ·roads 
is most difficult . Due to tlD air attacks the 
Italian workers engo.pod in this task have fled to 
the noun tains . 

In the evening tho Operations Section of Arny Headquarters noved 
to Palonbara . 

(G. M.D.s. - 5327lfl , Tenth I'i:roy , w. D. 6, 27 May 44 ; 53271/10 , 
Tonth Ar'IJY , w. n . 6, vol 7 of Appx, Appx 1025 , 27 May 44 ) 

148 . The capture of Coprano by 11 Cdn rnf Bdo was not 
unopposed. - In accordnnc e with the revised orders of the pre­
vious day 26 Pz Div offered consid or ablo resistance and fell back 
only in the evening when counterattacks proved fruitless. The 
tactical report of the Divisi on f or 27 May r oads in par t as 
follows: 

During the whole day hoc..vy ar tillery fir e on tbe whole 
divisional front . An eneny advance with two conponies 
and six tnnks at about 1 kn southeast 6241 (due east 
of Coprano on the road fron Isolettn to Acre ) was 
halted by our artillery fire shortly befar e 1000 hrs. 
At 1100 hrs tm ene ny launched an attack fron tm 
Northeast · with strong f orce s and a few tanks on the 
sites whore the bridges ha.d been denolism d on the 
e'.lstern outskirts of Ccprano . It was possible to 
keep the onor.iy down by artillcr y fire unti l at noon 
his infantry broke into Ccprano . After renewed heavy 
fire on our o.rti llery and infant r y positions the 
enetJ.y attacked fron 6241 (above ) i n the diroction of 
Ceprano and succeeded in breaking into our min 
defence lino wost of Coprano wi. th two inf an.try batt al­
iens . Reports regarding the outcone of a counter­
attack with tanks at 1600 hrs have not yet been 

. d i( .reco1 ve • • •• 

An oneny attcnpt t;o nove tanks a cross tho Liri south 
of 6241 (above) was dofoQted by our artille ry; encny 
brideine cquipnont was dostroyod . Nunerous tanks in 
asseI:lbly positions on tho cast bank of the Liri in­
dicate that nf tor dark and when the brideos o..ro ready 
the eneny will cross tho riv er with tho int ention of 
carrying out an arnourod breakthrough along the Via 
Casilina on 28 May . • •• 

5 SiBOal 26 Pz Div t o 14 Pz Corps, 2000 hrs 27 May: Attenpt 
t o eliminate enet:l.Y ponotrutions south and cast of 6241 has 
apparently foiled . The Division loaves r eareuards and with­
draws at 2130 hrs (ibid) . -
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The Division withdraws t o 6222 - 622? (Cassata della 
Mola - Colle Castaenn ) . 

(G.M.D. s . - .58199/14, 14 Pz Corps , w. D. 6, tao r eps, vol l) , · 
27 May 44 ) 

149 . By 0900 brs 28 May, 26 Pz Div was ensconced in the 
new positions and the Via Casilina was free for the expected 
o.dvance of Allied am.our . But nothing happened , and the Gem.an 
officers,who had so insistently domndod pernission to withdraw , 
covered their consid orablo enbarrassnent by various references 
to the efficacy Of Gernan nine fields: 

1815 hrs v . Altenstadt - v . Viotinghoff 

Ad vane e tanks of the Moroccan Division made 
their appearance at Ceccano , but in tre centre 
the eneny did not show up . They have trenendous 
difficulties with our ninefields . 

Due to bridging trouble at the Liri tho Ger~.an s bad a breathing­
spell of one day ; it was f ortunate per haps that Tenth Army was 
bent on retreat and devoid of ar~illcry r econno.issanco pl anes 
which .rn.isht have called for fire concentrations on the bridge­
head. 

(G . M. D. s . - 58199/14 , 14 Pz Corps , w.D . 6, tnc r eps, vol 13, 
28 May 44 ; .53271/10, Tenth Arny , W. D. 6, vol 7 of Appx, Appx 
11.5.5 , 28 May 44) 

1.50. With t he advanco of the Eieht h Army apparently 
slowing down, thus facilitating a reasonably orderly retreat 
for Tenth Army; and with Fol.ll'teenth Army reporting a temporary 
stabilization of the front , Marshal Kesselring now felt ttrat 
he had done wel l to sit tight when others began to waver , and 
the tel ephone conversations of the day proceeded on a note of 
unwonted amiability . His views on the existing situati on and 
his will to resist to the last were r eflected in a directive 
to Fourteenth Army late in tm evening: 

28 May 44 
2000 hr s 

1) The enemy has ooncentratod all avai lable forces 
on his left wing , in so doing denuding the re­
mainder of his front to a very great extent . 
I n addition , the r e serves which we had previously 
asswmd to be in the rear areas of tho Italian 
theatre, ar e already connnittod here almost 
exclusively . 

2) In any case the task of o . B. SW is to continue the 
defence of Central Italy, and with it the oity 
of Rome . 

3) The right wing of Fol.ll' teent h Army prevents a 
breaktbroueh in the C- position, and , by con­
centrating all availabl e forces in the Val montone 
area, where the enemy has pushed forward , throws 
him back towards the South. Constructi on of the 
Campaena switch position is to proceed with all 
available me ans , drawing freely on the population 
of Rome for this purpose . 
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4} By strong concentration of forces on its right 
wing, Tenth .A:rmy prevents an enemy breakthrough 
by way of the Sacco valley in the direction of 
Rome . In addition, to reinforce the right wing 
of the .A:rmy1 44 Reichsgren Div ' H.u.D.' is to be 
quickly r elievod from its previous commitment and 
committed west of the Liri . 

After obtaining previous approval in each case 
from O . B. SW , the Army withdraws - offering bitter 
resistance - over the defence lines designated at 
the O. B. SW conference on 27 May (S.F.S. O.B.SW 
Ops No . 228/44 , Top Secret , 25 May 44) to the new 
defence line 1 km N 69/11 (NE Monte Nero) (junction 
with Fourteenth Army here) - 6928 (near Gavignano) -
6955 (near Aragni) - 2427 (Ferent ino) - 2349 
(Onporilli ) - 6370 (north of San Francesca) - 6312 
(Liri river above Ponte Macciocca) - 5316 (San Donato 
Val di Camino) - 7742 (Villetta Barrea); then merging 
into the Gustav position. This main line of resis t­
ance (III) must be defended decisively for some time 
yet . 

Thus it is the task of the operational s·taff to 
eneure that time is galned for adequate reconnais­
sance of the new line ot resistance , and for the 
planned construction of a strong anti- tank defence 
in the sector Gavignano - Anagni (a special order 
is being issued for bringing up anti - tank weapons .) 

Furthermore , the pivoting back across the inter­
mediate lines of the left wing of 51 Mtn Corps is 
to take place only under enemy pressure • 

On arrival at the line III , cores of defence must 
be formed at the entranc es to the valley, especially 
against tanks . 

A.o.K. 10 directs in detail how connection should 
be made between the lines I , II and III and the 
Gustav position. 

.{ 981Al0. {Dll 7) ) 

Kesselring 
O,B. SW (H.~. Army ~roup '0') 

(G.M. D. s . - 59091/3, Fourteenth Army, W. D. 3, Appx for May 44 , 
Appx 4?3a, 28 May 44) 

151. With reference to the fighting on 29 May, Tenth 
Army's War Diary stated: 

our-·present method of leaving rearguards in contact 
with the enemy whilst the mass of the infantry destroys 
all roads and then withdraws to new positions , reduces 
our own casualties and causes those of the enemy to be 
palpably higher . With this in mind, .AJ:my Order No. 13 
was issued today ••• The order demands stubborn resist­
ance , to gain time for work on the '0' position , .Any 
withdrawal must have the previous concurrence of the 
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Army Commander. The order lay s down the next line s 
of resistance . (981AlO.(Dll8 ) ) 

(G. M. D. s . - .53271/ 1 , Tenth ArrJ.y, w. D. 6, 29 May 44 ; ;3271/ 10 , 
Tenth Army , w.n. 6, vol 7 o f Appx, Appx 1216 and 1217 , 29 May 44) 

1.52 . During t oo day Canadian f ore cs udvanc ed from 
Ceprano , and 1 though del ayed by blown bridges , r:lines and artillery 
fire , during the night 29/30 May re!'.chod a gene r a l area within five 
miles of Frosinone . The evenins r eport of 26 Pz Div dwelt mainly 
on the damage done t o the Canadians . /.. li eutenant of 26 Pz Regt 
was sa id to have d estr oyed one Churchill ond four Sherm.an tanks ; 
l ate in the afternoon artil lery firo was said t o h~ve r e sulted in 
the destruction of an additional seven tanks i n the vicinity of 
Pofi (981Al0. (Dll9) ). 11.ccor ding t o tho Intelligence SW!lt!lary of 
14 Pz Corps : ".5 Cdn Arnd Div suf1'arcd grievous losses in I:lSil Slld 
materiel in the assembling, depl oynent and subsequent attack w1 th­
out gaining any successes " . Sinco the Canadian arnoured brigade grot 
succeeded in traversing a consider ab l e stretch of difficult 
country under constant harassing fir e , this ous t have been meant 
in tlle sense that there were not m ny casualties on the German 
s ide. 

(G. M. D.S . - .58199/14, 14 Pz Corps , W.D . 6 , tac r eps , 29 May 44; 
.58200/1, 14 Pz Corps, W. D. 61 Int reps , 29 May 44 ) 

1.53 . During the days of the heavy fighting , German 
for m tions had evident! y r epor t ad changes in the pattern of 
Allied· tactics, ard on 29 May Marsh9.l Kessolrins sw::u:iarized 
recent battle experience in a ~ssage t o Tenth Army : 

29 May (1 ) Not only the French, but also the British and 
Americans have abandoned their cathodical fishting 
methods . Recently, they have beon pron.pt in exploit­
ing ,penetrations and breakthroughs (of their armoured 
f ormations in particular) , and have tried to tur n 
them into strateBic br eakthrough s . By quick l y bring­
ing up infantry behind the tank for r.nti ons i n carts , 
as do the Russians, the t errain won was so stronely 
occupied that subsequent counteratta cks by the local 
reserves did not suf fic o t o rotnke the ground l os t . 
For this reason penetrat i ons nus t bo cleaned up by 
immediate counterattack. Any delay endangers the 
success of the counternoasures . 

( 2) Formation of sharply defined "centres of gr avity" 
wa s asain apparent in the comaitoent of all arms , 
expecially of the artillery , but also of the tank 
fornations , which were coonitted i n strength of up t o 
400 t anks in close :fo rr:n t i on• 

(3} Especia lly. r er:arkable is the great degree of 
mobility across count ry pos sassed by tlle French 
{Mor occan ) troops , \'tlo quic~ly cross even terrain 
which has been pronounced inpassable , taking with them 
tl:eir heavy weapons , gener ally l oaded on oules ; and 
always try to envelop our positions - sooetioes by­
passing them in a wide arc - and f orce then from the 
rear . 

( 4) Sections of terrain wh i ch ho.ve becone swanpy and 
inunda ted through flooding , ond which were considered 
i mpassable , have boon crossod surpr isingl y quickly by 
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the oneny with amphibious vehicles (amphibious lorries , 
and, accord.ins t o unconfirme d reports, amphibious 
tanks) . Therefore such soc ti ons ot teIT ain raus t be 
euarded too , a t least with small forces . 

Anonsst other measuros , Dining of the r earward fringes 
of individual swampy areas appears suitable . 

(5) Coo::iitnent of the en3my Air Force has been 
stepped up still further , to a point not previously 
experienced . In this field too , there has been the 
IJ.ost distinct formation of "cen tres of gr avity". 

Aft or achieving a penetration in tho main battl e area, 
the enony tries, by uninterrupted fighter operations 
ag.ainst the supply rout es by day and by night , even 
against single vehicles, t o prevent the bringing up 
of reserves and supplies . Sections of road on which 
no dispersal is possible , such as passos, bridges 
and other defiles, ar e special t ar get s (for example, 
against one im.por tan t bridge 100 separate attacks 
were nade within 24 hours). This caused del ays of 
as Duch as froIJ. two t o three days in bringing for­
ward r eserves and in regrouping . By reason of such 
overwhelming commitment of a ircraft, time schedules 
were inpossibl e . Thus necessary count ermeasures 
were often not put into effect at the right noment. 
o . B.SW intends t o put the following countermeasures 
into effect : 

A) Appointmen t of traffic control offi cers with an 
adequate f orce of military polic e . 

B) Accurate determinati on of the r oads vhich may be 
used by mechanized , and those which my be used 
by horse- drawn vehicles; and th ose restricted 
to one- way traffic . 

C) Holding in r eadiness of construe ti on f orces at 
defiles , for speedy restor ~tion of denolitions , 
C:l!ld for the quick removal of destroyed ootor 
vehicles , 

. 
D) Formtion of light flak forces . As the light flak 

uni t ·s available are not sufficient t o afford com­
plete pro t ec ti on , it is pr oposed to cor.lIIlit then as 
roving units. 

O. B.SW 

( 981Al0 . (Dl20) ) 
(H . ~. Army Group tC T) 

(G.M.n.s. - 53271/10, Tenth Army, w.n. 6, vol 7 of Appx, Appx 
1259, 30 May 44) 

154. On 30 May 78 Brit Div advanced north of the Via 
Casilina and reached Ripi. To the left, forward of the Canadians , 
the c .E.F. was advancing from the Ceccano area towards Supino. 
Moving t owards Frosinone between these two forces were the lead­
ing elements of 1 Cdn Corps . They were met wi.th some considerable 
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r esistance from 26 Pz Div .~ Especially 2 Cdn Armd Bde north of 
Arnara was harassed by fire from German tanks and anti-tank guns . 
During the day 26 Pz Div reported to Corps that a group of German 
tan.ks was carrying out a counter-attack at Colle Micatelli. In 
tho tactical report of Corps to Army the events were described 
as follows : 

The main attack of the enemy was directed against 26 
Pz Div. From early morning strong armoured forces 
were pushing from Arnara towards the Nort:ti. In see­
saw fighting they wore a t first delayed in tho forc­
field; but by constantly bringing up reserves they 
managed to advance to the main line of resistance . 
Here the advance was stopped by artillery fire and 
counterattacks by tank reserves of 26 Pz Div and the 
Corps. Continuation of these massed attacks on 31 
May must be expected . 

The fighting between Filippo {south of Torrice on the Via Casilina 
and Colle Micatelli was a lso mentioned in the dayt s telephone con­
versations : 

30 May 1835 hrs . Wentze112£! Kesselring 

W: •• , ·At the moment there is pretty hard fighting 
in the area 6212 - 6213 {Filippo - Colle Micatelli) 

K: Rearguards? 

W: No, they aro ma.in forces. 

K: I approve of t.his . 

W: Yes , they have all the Hornets and tanks there , 
as he is att ack ing with armoured forces. But 
there is no hope that we can give him a knock 
t hero . 

K: I should have liked that very much. 

On the next day Ke sselring asked : Who attacked at 6212 - 6213? 

Wentzell : It was 5 Cdn Armd Div • • • 

2350 hrs . v. Altenstadt - Wentzell 

v. Altcnstadt : The affair at 6212 has been 
stopped ; our tanks fought well 
but also suffered some losses. 

{G.M.D.S• - 58199/14, 14 Pz Corps , W. D. 6, tac reps vol 31, 13 
May 44; 53271/lp, Tenth Army, W. D. 6, vol 7 of Appx , Appx 1238, 
30 May 44 ) 

According to tho sit map of 14 Pz Corps for 30 May (para 145 
above ) the infant ry forces opposing the Canadi an advance to 
Frosinone were a conglomeration {of the remnants ) of the two 
Pz Gren Regts of 26 Pz Div, l Bn 104 Pz Gren Regt (15 Pz Gren 
Div) , 334 Div Fus· Bn (334 Inf Div) and 2 Bn 578 Inf Regt 
(305 Inf Div ) 

*1i During the closing days of the battle for Rome v. Vieting­
hoff and Westphal were i l l from overmrk. (Appendix "A" to 
this report , page 11, bottom) 
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155 . In the evening of 30 May , 14 Pz Corps estimated 
the situation in the sense that the O.E. F. would make an attempt 
to encircle the Corps from the South by advancing along its deep 
right flank; th ore was no doubt that pressure on Frosinone woul d 
increase . Ton th J...rmyt s order for withdrawal was issued a t 1945 
hrs~ (981AlO.(Dl21)) . 14 Pz Corps then ordered withdrawal durLng 
the night to the following line : M. Ermo (point of contac t with 
76 Pz Corps) - Morrolo - Air Field Frosinone - Castel Massimo -
s . li.llgelo in Villa - M. S. Lib erata - castelliri. Reconnaissance 
to be made of new defence lines to the rear . 

(G.M. o . s . - 58200/1, 14 Pz Corps , W.D. 6, vol Int r eps , 30 May 
44; 53271/lOA Tenth 1-..rmy, w.D. 6. vol 7 Of Appx , Appx 12}7, 
30 May 44 ; 50199/l , 14 Pz Corps , W. D. 6, 31 May 44) 

156 . On the norning of 31 May • no n Coy ot L. Ed.Jim R. 
~ntered Frosinone , and its advanc e elanents had a sharp encounter 
with enemy rear s oo.rds . (O.M.H. Q, , Report _No. 1'19, para .23l.). JU4g1Jl 
from C~nadian reports the enemy op )osition nBY not have been 
quite as s trong as the German records woul d seem to indicate: 

W.D. Tenth Army: 

W.D. 14 Pz Corps : 

At about 1000 hrs the enemy penetrated 
Frosinone from the Northeast , and after 
hard street-fi~ting 'f orced 1 Bn 134 
Gren Rect to withdraw to tbe Northwest. 

In the area of 26 Pz Div the enetly 
pene trated Frosinone frotl the North ­
east . I n violent str ee t-fie;iting the 
rearguard battalion committed there 
(1 Bn 134 Gren ReGt) offered enbittered 
resistance , and on r eceiving orders to 
do so , evacuated the town at 1130 hrs 
and 'fought its way back to the defence 
line west of Frosinone . 

(G.M.D.s . - 53271/1, Tenth ll.rny , W. D. 6 , 31 M.ay 44 ; ~8199/1 , 14 
Pz Corps . W.D . 6, }l May 44 ) 

1~7. Many pertµien t GerJ:la.Il r ecords refer to the gr ave 
apprehension thet existed of an irlr:!ediate arnoured advance froo 
Frosinone to Fer entino , ' and at 1935 l::u's General v. Senger, in­
dicating ur!:oncy by his own sign.a ture in place of the customary 
sie;naturo of the c . of. s., sent the f ollowing signal to Tenth 
:s.rcy : 

Situation inperatively demands immediate di spatch of 
considerab l e tank and anti - tank formations for def ence 
agains t imoi nm t attack by re ssed tanks between Morolo 
and Fez:entino . Our forces nUill9ri cally insufficient . 
1~ssed> ly position 6956 (on Vis. Casilina , south o f 
lUlagni) v . Seneer 
{ 98l.AlO . ( 0122) ) 

Gcr.rnn fears wore based on the known preaence of 5 Cdn Arnd Div , 
and the nature of the country beyond Frosinone , which seened to 

Durine tho day Kesselring had to ld Went zel l on the telephone 
that the situation on the l eft wing of Fourt eenth Army 
was beginning to deteriorate again . (G.M. n . s . - 53271/10, 
Tenth Arey, w.n. 6, vol 7 of Appx, Appx 1238 , 30 May 44 ) 



• 

- 98 -

invite the advance of armoured forces , In the event however , 
the o.dvance was carried out by a combination of infantry and 
ar moured for ces . 

(G .M.n.s . - .5?>271/10 , Tent h Arrny1 w.D. 6, vo l '1 of Appx, Appx 
1277 , 31 May 44 ) 

1.58 . The loss of Sor a in the evening of 31 May now 
co!lpelled .51 Mtn Corps to withdraw its le ft wing . The Corps• 
daily r eport for 30 May was an indirect r eply to criti cal remarks 
which Kessel ring had made regarding the recent tactics of i ts 
l eft wing : 

Si nce the dispatch of substantial for ces to t he 
"centre of gravity" in the battles of the Cassino 
sector, there are now only odd battali ons amount­
i ng t o appr oximately one reinforced regi ment 
Vli. thin the frai;iework of each division. '1$oy can no lon~ 
or bo ca.J.lod divisions ••• • Ef fective .L.i.'.r.odiat oly the 
Corps has ordorcd tho i'oll011i nB chmgos of desi gnation : 

44 Inf Div to Sperrgruppe Ortne r 
.5 Mtn Div t o Sperrgruppe Schr ank 

114 Jg Div t o Sperrenippe Ohl sen* 

(G,M.D. s . - 53271/1, Tenth Army, W.D. 6, 31 May 44; .53 271/ 101 
Tenth Ji..rny , W.D. 6, vol 7 of Appx, Appx 1236 , 30 May 44 ) 

DEFEL.T OF 1\RMY GROUP "C." .L\ND FALL OF ROME 

1.59 . In the meantime the relentl ess attacks of Fifth 
Jcrny had resulted in the piercing of the Caesar line on both 
sides of M. ~\rtemisio (northeast of Velletri ) , and the l a st 
German l ine of resistance south of Rome appeared to be doomed . 
In the area adjoi ning the right wing of 14 Pz Corps , 29 Pz Gren 
Div was threatened on the left by the advame of 1 Cdn Cor ps and 
the C.E.F.; on the right by the farces of Fif th Army pressing 
towards Valnontone . The M. Ermo - Carpineto - Montel anio 
sal ient of 29 Pz Gren Div bad become untenable and · the Divi sion 
was gradually withdrawing. Tactically de facto , and by or ders 
of Arny Gr oup at 0001 hrs 1 Jun , the Division becaDe a par t of 
14 Pz Cor ps •. Tho pro:: ressive interdiction of the supply rout es 
and tho l oss of M. Erno now gave s eeningl y just cause for t hough t E 
of further withdrawals , and the Operations Officer of Tent h Army 
proceeded to Kessel~ing t s Headquarters to ob tain approval. 'Thi s 
was refused however , . Tenth Army's situation map fo r 1 Jun pr e - · 
sents a cl ear picture of the German positions f rom the Tyrhennian 
Sea to the area of Castel di Sangro . For the sector of 14 Pz 
Corps the nnp supplies the positions of the individual i nfant ry 
units i n the f ront line , A photostatic copy of the map is bei ng 
retained (981Al O. (Dl 23)) . 

(G. M. D. s . - 53271/1, Tenth 1~~~ , w. D. 6, 31 May 44 ; 55291/141 
Tenth Aroy, w. D. 7, vol ''N" of Appx , sit mps l-10 Jun , 1 Jun 44 ) 

160. On 1 Jun , continued efforts by I I U .s . Cor ps to 
expand i ts gains in the Valmontone salient , and pressure f rom 
the C.E.F., l ed to a further deterioration of the German positi on 
southwest, south and east of Valmontone , Mar sha l Kesselring 
denanded categorically that Valmontone be held on l and 2 Jun . 

-----------------------~·----------------------------------
~ Spcrrgruppe .z.: Blocking Group 
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Fourteenth i\:rey repor tad that 76 Pz Corps was devoid of any tan­
eible reserves, and predicted that the sector would collapse on 
2 j un unless substantial reinforc6I:lents were rushed to the front . 
This was of course inpossible ; t he plight of Four-teenth Army was 
such that a hastily a l erted police battalion from Rooe had to be 
thrown into the breach at Velletri (a battalion that was admit­
tedly unsuitable for the purpose , and in the event indeed r e­
trcntod \Vi th the greatest haste) . It was known tha t the re were 
still two reserve battalions of H.G. Pz Div in the area , but at 
the o.onen t even mili tary police were unable t o l ocate t hese units . 
The daneer of a deep wedge beine driven between 76 Pz Corps and 
14 Pz Corp s wc..s very real ; the loss of Pe.lestrina , which would 
certainly be a consequence of such a development, would add new 
difficulties to the withdrawal of Tenth J'..:I:r:Jy . In order to pro­
tect the right wing of Tenth Army, and to bolster the tottering 
for cos of 7"6 Pz CO!'PS , Kesselrine ond v . Vietingb.off now decided 
to rush cost of the innediately available forces of the A.my to 
a concentration area between Paliano and Serrone . Apart from 
this transfer of the J,.:ray ' s "centre of gravity" 14 Pz Corps 
received orders to withdraw to the line : 7'65 {south of Colle 
di Mondo) - 6956 (Silvestri , south of .Anaeni) - 2345 (about 
hclfway between Trivisliano and Vice nel Lazio) - 6}61 (Fontana 
di Cenpoll) • 

(G.M.D,S. 55291/l, Tenth Army, w.n. 7, 1 Jun 44; 55291/2, Tenth 
ll:rey, W .n. 7, vol "A" of Appx, Appx 20 ; .59091/1, Fourteen th 
A.rmy, w.n. 3, 1 Jun 44) 

161, It does not fall within the scope of th is r epor t ·'° 
d1aouea 1h• consid erat ions Wiioh caused the left wing of Ei ehth 

A.rmy to reduce pressure on 14 Pz Corps to the point where con­
tact was l ost at times with the withdrawing f oe . The fall of 
RoI:le was now a virtual certainty; the next task would l e ad tha 
Eighth Arny further inland , and not nea r er t o the coast. The 
Gernan colll!!l.anders, deeply imbued with the doctrine of encircle­
nen t and a.nnihilation , quickly availed themselves of the 
opportunity to salvage tho remainine equipnant of 14 Pz Corps 
and to shift the Dass ct the troops to the extrene right wing 
of tho Ji,.rny . This was done not only for the adnitt ed purpose 
of cooplyirte with Kesselring' s ardor to hold the Valr:lontone 
secto r at a ll costs , but also with an eye to eetting the force s 
back to the "C" lino . In tac norning of 2 Jun v . Vietinghoff 
stated his views to Kcsselr ine : 

085.5 hrs I should like to cake the urgent request that 
you give no permission to withdraw 14 Pz Corps 
to the "C" position. Otherwise I shall lose 
the c r eater part of tho cquiptEnt. At the 
front, ~or all practical purposes , no further 
danaBe is beine inf'lictod on the enemy. 

Kesselring changed the subject , and for the tine being evaded a 
definite answer . This was the beginning of a series of inter­
oinable t el ephone conversations in which the Marsha l turned and 
twisted , and explored every conceivable possibility of r et arding 
the Allied tide, Throuchout the critical days before the fall 
of Ro::ie he was in 1'requent consultation with too German High 
CoI!lIJand . The sources on band do not reveal whethe r or not he was 
in full agr eenent with the orders received; had he disagreed 
however, it would most likely have been reflected in his con­
versations with the Arny conmanders . 

(G.M.D. S . - 55291/2, Tenth Army , w.n. 7, vol "A" of Appx , Appx 
20 , 2 Jun 44 ) 
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162. In the War Diary of Fourteenth Army the .tJain events 
of tho da~ were r ecorded in the following entries : 

2 Jun Despite bitter r e sistance the enemy succeeded in 
breaking through our now very weak lines of resist­
ance at various points . In the zone of ?6 Pz Corps 
he a:>ntinued his attacks against H.G. Ps DiT 4uring 
the whole day and succeeded during the morning 1n 
breaching the thinly held l ines on both sides of 
Valoon tone . During the course of the at ternoon 
enemy spearheads appeared a l ong the Via Latina 
the Via Casilina and in the direction of Palestrina. 

1455 hrs: Due to the precipitate flight of the 
Police Battalion "Rorae" the eneey was able to ad­
vam e on the left wing of 362 Inf Div and is now 
adva~ing to the Northwest a l ong the Via Latina • 

• • • Ia.ttack on Rocca Prior a by str ong armoured 
farces . The Marshal is sues orders for preparations 
to be nade for the deraolition of the bridge between 
Genzano and Ariccia , and for blocking the r oad to 
Frascati (Via Latina) . 

1630 hrs : On the statenent of the Ac ting Chie f ot 
Staff of Army Group "0 11 that for 3 Jun too the task 
of the krny would be "to prevent a break- through", 
c. of s . Fourteenth Arr:J:J replied that the break­
through had alr eady taken place that day. 

2130 hrs : Coonander Fourteenth Army points out to 
Marsha l Kesselring that no preparations have been 
~ade for a possible evacuation of Rome . The Marshal 
then makes arrangements for a conference to deal 
with this problem •••• The Marshal states tha t 90 
Pz Gren Div has received orders t o attack a t Palestrina. 

(G.M.D.S. - 59091/l, Fourteenth L.rmy , W.D. 3, 2 Jun 44 ) 

163. The repe rcussions on Tenth ArPlY of these events 
in tho zone of the neichbour ing Ju:my were recorded in detail . 
90 Pz Gren Div had orir,inally been ordered to attack at Valoon­
tone , but had arrl.ved t oo late to carry out the order , and was 
now noving on to Palestrina . As soon as Kesselring heard of the 
broakthrough towards Pal estrina he said to Wentzell: "The 
situation is extrenely dangerous". So in the evening Tenth 
Army rocoi ved the order t o withdraw its riGht wing to the general 
line Tivoli - Subiaco . The "Final Estioa. te of the Day" in the 
/IXnyt s War Diary read : 

The simation of the neiellbouring A:rn.y becones ever 
nore precarious . In obvious prosecution of his 
intention to achieve the strategi cal envelopI:Bnt of 
Ttn th 1-u:ny the eneny is pushing his forces ever 
farther to the West . The breaching of the line Rone -
Tivoli is inn.inent . With Tivoli in the hands of the 
eneny , an e.dvanc e to tho Northeast f ron there would 
nean the annihilation of 14 Pz Corps . The .Arny 
therefore nakes the decision to occupy the Tivoli 
sector with a c r oup of its own f orces (15 Pz Gren 
Div und l Para Div) at the cost of weakening tha 
Amyt s front . 

(G .M. D. s . - 55291/l , Tenth Arny , w. D. ?, 2 Jun 44) 
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164 . On ) Jun the forward elenen ts of l Cdn Inf Div 
reached the a r ea south o f Anagni and a patrol advanced a s f a r as 
Colleferro where contact was mde with the C . E .F. On the sane 
day , the 6th South Afric an Armoured Division took over command 
of the s ect.o r fron 1 Cdn Inf Div . On the next day l Cdn Corps 
was wi. thdrawn into t.:rny Reserve . Inforn~tion fron Geman sources 
recarding Canadi an opat'ations , embodied in this report in back­
gr ound naterial of sonewhat wider proportions , comes t.her ef ore 
t o an end and will be resumed in a report dealing with later 
oper ati ons . By the evening of 3 Jun 76 Pz Cor p s ha~ been forced 
ba ck to the r ailroad l ine Rome - Tivoli ; 14 Pz Oorps was retreat­
ing with all spoed ; 51 Mtn Corps had received orders to commence 
the l ong withdrawa l through the mount ains; the main t ask of 
Tenth A:rmy o.t the momen t was the prevention of an Allied advance 
fron the Palonbnra area to the North . On 4 Jun the advance 
f orces of Fifth Army cnter ed Rone . 

165 . How great a part of the German war po tentia l was 
tied up by the Ji.llied operations i.n Italy can not be ascertained 
fron the do cunents on hand . This informa tion , it is b elieved , 
will be forthcoming as a rosult of r esearch projects now being 
co.rried out by Hist Div U . S • .i'J:r:J.y . The total s trength of the 
divisions in Kesselrine' s ool!DB.nd durins May and June 1944 was 
recorded i n eraphic forn on a docunen t vti.ich is bei ng r etaine d 
in photost atic forn (981AlO. (Dl24)) . The following figur es 
were gi von: 

.1.'.:rn.y Group "C 11 

(Less G.H . ~ . poo l for nat ions and supply troops ) 

May 1944 June 1944 

Authorized Strensth 328 , 000 376,000 

Actua l Str eng th 303 , 000 
(22 divs ) 

315, 000 
( 26 divs ) 

Casuo. l ties 38 , 600 22 , 000 
(1-20 Jun ) 

Reinf or core nt s and 
Con vale scent s 13 , 600 40 , 000 

(Estimt ed ) 

(G. M.D. S . - 64832/8 , 1..:roy Group "C II ' W. D. June 1944 , vo 1 of .t\ppx) 

166 . ht the tine of the fall of Ro~e , Tenth Js.ro.y was a 
skel et on fo rce sti ll capable of orBanized oanoeuvre but i n ne ed 
of conpl ote overhaul and rejuvenation . Exact casualty fi gures 
were not availabl e f or sone tine , but a pood picture of tho 
nunerical strength of the fighti ne div isions end their i ndividual 
cooponents appearod in a tabulat i on represontinB the situation 
a s it was on 1 J\ln 44 . (981Al 0 .{Dl2.5) ) 

(G.M.n . s . - .5.5291/2 , Tenth 1'i:rny, w.n . 7, vol "A" of /1,ppx , Appx 
34, 2 Jun 44 ) 

167 . 
Sopte.d:> er t o 
this r epor t . 
avai bb la by 

The Ju:nyts casualty figures for the per i od fron 
t he end of March 44 have been quoted i n para 55 of 
Detai led fieuras for April and May were rade 

the Personnel Section of the l .X'DY a t the end of June . 
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The April total of Casualties was 5 , 353 ; the May mtal 16,885 . 
The grand tot~l fron Septer.:i>er 1943 to the end of May 1944 was 
95,426; of this nunber 11,785 had been killed in acti on , The 
fi p,ures conprise the d.ead , v.oundcd , Dissing and sick, less 
personnel rormining with their units . Photostatic copies ot 
the tabulations are being retained. (981AlO.( Dl26)) Fron 1he 
point of viow of Canadian operations the above figures are ot 
linited interest inasuuch as they fail to include the casualties 
of 90 Pz Gron Div v'lib.ich , at the beginnins of the Allied offensive 
in May , was o. conponent of Fourteenth Arey . The destruction of 
the forces of this particular division has been described in 
detail, how0vor , in earlier paragraphs of this r eport. 

(G.M.n . s . - 53271/18 , Tenth JI.ray, W. D. 6, Special Repor ts , Apr 
& May 44 } 

168 . Tho nu...'"Jber of r e inforcenents reaching Tenth Arny 
in May was neeliei ble . J~ccordine to a staterent subnitt ed by 
the brny to l.:rny Group on 30 May 1 the t otal nw:D er of arrivals 
in May was 5 officers and 1483 O.Rs . (981AlO .(Dl33)) 

(G .M.D. s . - 53271/10 , Tenth /'U!D.y , W.D. 6, vol 7 of Appx , Appx 
1262 , 31 May 44 ) 

169 . .An estioate of the casualties and equipment 
losses of /t:rcy Group "C" during the Allied Offensive in May was 
apparently subni tted to the Geroan Rish CoDI!land by Marshal 
Kes el rine; during the night 28/29 May. One wee k before the 
evacuation of Rone , the losses of the Aray Group wer e estir::lated 
as at l eas t 25 , 000 nen , 2000 L.M.Gs , 500 H. M. Gs , 420 Hy A.tk 
t;:uns , 148 tanks , 29.5 Guns {Appx "A" to this report , page 8). In 
addition the noto r vehicle situation was bad and transport 
capacity was constantly beine; further reduced by air attacks 
and an increasins shortaee of tires and spare part s . The story 
of the subsoquent strengthening and re- equipnent of Kesselring t s 
forces nust be developed as an inte~ral part of the report deal­
ing with the next phase of the Canpaign in I taly. 

170. This r eport bas been pr epared by Capt A. G. 
Ste~er , Historical Section (G . S . ) . 

; I 

1~ . tt , ~,µ,AeA 
'\ -4- {.."'fl.\,· 

C.P . Stacey)Colonel • 
Director, 

Historical Section (G.S.) 
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2 . ) THE ANGLO - AMERICAN OFFENSIVE IN I TALY UP TO 'IHE CAPTURE OF ROME . 

a) The Fighting up to the Breakthrough· in the Senger Posit i on .. 

On 12 May, local enemy attacks d irected against the 
Fourteenth Panzer Corps front on the previ ous day developed 
into a large - scale attack with strong a ir support J the point 
of main effort be i ng at Minturno , Monte Faido and south of Cassir. 
General Alexander issued an order of the day , in which he called 
on his troops to destr oy the German forces in Italy' The enemy 
press spoke of the beginning of a new offens i ve by Fifth and 
Eighth Armi es unde r General Al exander . This offensi ve was 
said t o be part of the combined opera tions pl an , and t o have 
been calcul ated to l ast f or some time . I t was sa i d to have 
a more distant ob j ective than that of the Cassino battles . 

On 13 May the enemy made four penotr.ations . O. B. SW 
left i t to the d i scr etion of the higher c ommanders t o car~y 
out local withdr awal s to previously prepared shorter · lines 
of defence . On thi s day the enemy airforce made l , 300 ope r at l ona 
flights over the forward area , as well as strong attacks on th~ 

central I tal i an r ai lway system, where the secticns Brenner -
Ver ona and Milan - Rimini were cut . At f ir st it appeared as 
thoug}?: the primary objective of the enemy attack were the 
opening of the Liri valley . By the third day of the off ensi ve , 
f i ghting was already going on around the Dor a position, which had 
only been prepared f or tempcrary occupat i on , and which , even 
at this time , was not completely in our possession. While 1 Par a 
Di v was succe ssful i n holding i ts position at Cass ino , on 
15 May, 94 and 71 Inf Divs had to be wi thdravm to the Dor a 
positi on . On 17 May Espiria and Pignatar o wer e lost , as a 
r esult of which O. B. SW appr oved the withdr awal of Fourteenth 
Panzer Corps to a line running from Gaeta - we st of Formi a -
Monte Lepez ze - Senge r positi on as far as Oliva - Pontecorvo -
Piedimonte - the ol d line . This meant that the positi ons at 
Cassino wer e being g iven up , On 18 May town and monastery wer e 
evacuated according to pl an . On 19 May the r ecently arrived 
26 Pz Div ( see below) was i nvolved in heavy fighting on the 
fringes of the town of Pi co , while at Pcntecorvo and Aquino all 
attacks were repell ed . Gae t a was g iven up on May 20 . On tlie 
same day the enemy made a .penetr ation at Fonti , and anothe r on 
the foll owing day we st of ~~is locality i n the Senger position, 
piercing the position between Pico and Pontecorvo , which was stil 
held by 1 Para Div for several days . The Se nger posi tion was 
broken, and the threat of a junction of the attacking e nemy 
spearheads , which were rapidly forging ahead in e nor t h and 
nor thwesterly d i recti on, with t he forces of the Ne ttuno beach­
head could be llainly reco~nized . After s urre ndering our 
contal ning -pos tions aroun the beachhead , only the ' C' position 
rema ined as the last obst acl e before Rome . O. B. SW and Arne d 
For ces Operations Staff considered the 22nd of May a s deci sive 
(sitrep 23 May) . If the enemy a t tack were not halted on this 
day, an effective br eak- through coul d no l onge r be avoided . 

The e nemy' s success was t o be accounted for mainl y by 
h i s superiority in guns , tanks and a ircraft . As opposed t o this , 
the steadfastness of our own troops , "which in scme instances 
amounted to self - immolation" was exempl ary (Major v. Bruuchitsch, 
General Staff Corps . Report on tour of inspecti on, dated 27 May) 
The enemy' s ma in inf'antry strength consisted of th6 French t r oops 
of Fir st French Expeditionary Corps , which c cmpr i sed four 
.formations , three of them Maroccan 11 "These are the only 
t r oops that do not shrink fr om mass hand - to-hand f i ghting in the 
Russian styl e , when ol.ll! own troops had not been compl e tel.y di s -
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persed by enamy a r t l ·l l er y f i re . Fir od by ever y success , they 
carry the·ir comrades along wi th them ; expl oi t e ver y l ocal 
success by prompt pur suit , and freouently help the ir l ess 
successful ne i ghbours by lateral thrusts . Qui ck r ecogni tion 
of a situa tion and its correct e valuati on c onstitute a pr onouncec 
characteristic of ii'rcnch leadership . 11 The superiority of the 
e nemy artillery was especially ncti ceabl e i n that he coul d 
d irect his artillery f i re system~tically fr cm the air , whil e 
our own artillery aircrnf t were wh olly l acki ng . The enemy a ir 
supremacy was dec isive ; our own a ircraft on the othe r hand , 
only made their appear ance over the f r cnt in small numbers , and 
brought no s ort of relief t o the gr ound tr oops . On 20 May, at 
the conference of the Armed Forces Opcr ati cns Staff , the Deputy 
Chi e f of Staff r aised the point of whe ther the code v1ord "Marder" 
(major enemy landing) could not be given out f or t he Luftwaffe, a 
the effects of continu&d successful enemy attacks would be equal 
t hose of a ma j or l~nd ing {sitrop 20 May) . When i t bacame known 
en the following day t hot the Luftwaffe bad been gi ven order s to 
undertake fighter protection and commi tments over the f r cnt in 
the Rome area under special conditions only, General v . Blittl a r 
pointed out that in that case A. O. K. lO ' s operations had no 
sense . The question wos to go bef or e the Chief of the Armed 
Forces Operati ons Staff a t the midday sess i on (si trep 21 May) . 

Even in the initial stages , those of our formations 
(71, 94 , 44 Re i chsgren Divs , 15 Pz Gre n Div) c cmmitted i n the 
main a ttack sector suffered h e gvy l osses . bs early as 22 May, 
71 Inf Div was net only in need of reinfor cements but actuall y 
r equi red complete r eorganization. 94 Inf Div was in simila r 
conditi on . 

b) Review of the Situation and our own Countermeasur es . 

It was immediately cle~r to t he German Supr eme 
Command th~t the attack under wa y against the r i ght wing of 
10 Ger man Army by nine infantry and ~vc armcured f ormati ons as 
well as other unatt.:iched armoured f'ormati c.ns , was an oper~tion 
with a f ar -r eachi ng ob j ective , and that it was the first phase 
of tho planned general offensive of the Allies . FT om the start 
our own countermeasures wer e subject t o a severe hand icap . 
Although a number of the enemy f ormati ons up t o now assumed t o 
be in the r ear ar eas of the s outhern fr ont were identified at 
the fr ont itself , the 'enemy app~ared t o be h ol d ing a further 
number of unattached f ormati ons (e . g . 36 Amer , 1 Cdn Inf, 
6 S . African Ar md Di vs) in the Naple s area re~dy f or operati onal 
commi tment (Communicoti l n fr~m Gen v . B. 15 May; repor t fr om 
O. B. SW 1 6 May) . Wi th th~ se he coul d made an envel oping landing 
at any time . Furthermore , three Fre nch form~ti ons a nd one 
bmericon wer e assumed t c be now in Corsica . The se wer e probably 
the advance troops of the North African r e serve , earmarked for 
a l 9nding in southern Fr ance . It was also c onc eivable that 
th is Corsican 3r oup hod been pr ovided f or a new l a nding on 
O. B. SW t s Tyrrhenian fl 3nk ; even tha t the e nemy, by relinquishing 
his designs on the French Med i terr~nean coast , would commit all 
his f'ree western Mediterranean forces aga inst Italy. This mi ght 
we ll mean that the entire wes t ern inva s i on would not take place , 
and that the Itali3n theatre of war would become the real 
"Sec ond Front" ( si trep 19 M.u.y) . Furthermore , on 15 May the port 
of Bari was crowded wi th an unusual number of vessels , which 
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occasioned a passing concern f or the Adriatic flank too 
(sitrep 16 May) , and the expectation that the enemy would also 
advance from the rettuno bridgehead , The natural consequence 
of these considerations was that those at high command levels 
could only r esolve hesitatingly and step by step to r e l ease 
the major reserves , which were being held ready on the coasts 
and in northern Italy, for the threa tened right wing of Tenth 
Army . The situation was similar to that which was to prevail 
in Normandy a month later . Here too thd possibility of a second 
large - scale landing in the area of A. O. K. 15 curta i led the early 
and concentrated commitment of the available r eserves on the 
Cotentin front . 

Soon however , 1 Cdn Inf Div , 6 $ . Afri can Armd Div, etc 
were identified at the front , and thus the concentration of 
forces in the Naples area was known to have been disper sed 
(sitrep 19 May) . At about the end of May , another fact became 
appar ent , which was decisive for an appreciation of the enemy ' s 
intentions . This was the gradual draining away of the N. African 
r eserve (Communication Gen v . B. 2 Jun) . 

The evants resultlng from this situation belong to 
t he next chapter of this narrative . 

O. B. SW 1 s first countermeasure was to bring up 90 pz Gren Div 
from the mouth of the Tiber . The last elements of this divis ion 
departed early on 14 Apr , and the first regiment to a rrive was 
commi tted against an enemy thrust from Monte Maio in the d irectlo 
of San Giorgio. On 16 May O. B. SW released 26 p z Di v from the 
zone of A. O. K, 14 as a further Army Group r eserve fo r the 
southern front, and in addition , during the next few days the 
following formations and units we r e assigned for duty on this 
front : 

1027 Gren Rogt (mech ) 

8 Gren Regt and the 
Panther Battalion of 3 pz Gren Div 

278 Inf Div (less one r egiment ) (This diviaion 
had been formed in I stria ) 

2 Bn 3 Regt (f,. r.ren Div) 11 Br andanburg" 

Furthermore, 305 and 334 Inf Divs were transferr ed from the 
l &ft wing of Tenth Army, though the optratlons oi' the enemy 
airforce delayed this movement considerably. 

From the very beg inning, the complementary measures 
taken by the Supreme Command affected the other theatres of war 
too . As r eplacement for 278 Inf Div ; which bad been formed in 
Istria , the Alarm Regim&nt (then in Hungary ) of tho Division 
" Brandenburg", as wel l as both tho battalions of this division 
which we r e still committed with Army '1-roup 11 Mitte 11 (Eastern 
Front) , w~re to be mov~d up as approved by the Fuehrer on 16 May • 
(Entry in W. P. St Diary, 16 May) . A communi cation to this eff ect 
was sent to the G<meral Sta.:'f , Army , on 19 May . As replacements 
for these , it was assigned two or tb~ four battalions originally 
intended for the Crimea , but which, in consequence of the 
evacuat ion of the p eninsula , had not been transferred to that 
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theatr e of oper3ticns . On 18 Msy, the Ch i ef of the arme0 Forces 
Opera t i cns St~ff r epcr ted tc the Fuehrer : n the chan;ed e nemy 
situa ticn , which included the possibili ty cf a new l ar ge - scal e 
land ing en the west c oast n orth of RJme , possibly in the 
Litiurian a r ee . The Fuehrer t hereupcn crcereJ the immediate 
transfer of 16 s.s . Pz Gren Div and s. s. Pz Gren Instr Regt 
tL· the northern I tal i an arec. . On 20 M'1y, o . B .. s. and s . s ~ 

Operational H. Q. were inf c..rmed that both f ormatic:ns we r e 
O. I\ .W. reserves . The ir commitment w::\s only approvad in the 
event of on enemy l anding en tho Ligurian coas t . 

From the opening cf the offensiva , the Supreme 
Command had devoted espec ial attention t o the enemy ' s tactics 
in the Nottunc bridgehead . At this stage , the Chief of Stoff 
of the Armd Force s Operot i cns StRff han seon the r eal danger 
f or tbe I tal i an theatr e of war , not in the continued attacks 
against the s outhern fr cnt, but in a m::\j or offensive f r om the 
Net tune bridgehead {entry W . F . St YI . Diary 1 5 May) . The Fuehrer 
agreed entirely with this vi ew of the situation . On the next 
day but ono he commissi oned t he Chief of Staff of the Armed 
Forces Oper aticns Staff t c ascertain yet again whether all 
preparations had been ma<le e n the Ne t;tuno fr ont fer the 
c oncentration of the lcng- range artillery fire on the e nemy 
batteries in the event of a major enemy attack . In the e ve nt 
of such a ma~ cr att qck , tho cnly Army Grcup r eserve woul d have 
bee n Pz Div H . G. 11

, which h -9d been held in northern Italy as 
reserves of the Armed Forcos High Command {O. K.W. ) . After 
20 .May ther efo r e , the Chief of Stsff of the Armed Forces 
Oper at i ons Staff advocated the time l y transfer of this d i visi on 
to O. B. SW in the Rome a r ea , and its replacement by 20 Lw Fd 
Di v fr om Denmark {thi s formati on to be r eplaced by t he so - c2lled 
Norweg i an Panzer Fcrmati cn (Panze r Verband Norwegen) ) . I t 
shoul<'l be moved into the Livorno ar ea , " in ardor t o le ssen the 
imme nse risk of a drastic denudat i on of the Ligur i an coast . 
I assess the l ikelihood of a l endi ng in Denmark far l cwer tha n 
that of a l and ing on tho Ligur i an coast . " Acc or d ingly, after 
tho Fuehrer had approved this r o1i s tributi cn of f orce s on tho 
evening of 22 May (no t e book 23 May) , instructi ons t o this eff ec t 
were sent to 0 . B. SW a t midday on 23 May. 

During the first phase of the I tal i an offensive , 
the Supreme Command took no further hand in the ~ ir~ c t ccnduct 
of oper a tions . It was in agr eement with the conduct cf battle of 
O . B . S~, whose immediate concern it was tc frus trate , by means 
of mobile tactics , the enemy' s intenti ons tc bre~k t hrough on 
the southern fr cnt , with out having tc withdr aw all the majn 
r&sorves needed t o cope withe possible new major l anding . Armed 
Forces Operati cns Staff d ispstched Major v . Br~uchitsch t o I taly 
to ob tain e firsthand impression of the situoticn . He was wi th 
Fourteenth Panzer Corps f r om 19 - 23 Mey, anrl submi t ted a 
report of his t our of inspecti on on 27 May . 

The sudden breakthrcugh i n the Senger positi on came 
as a surprise to the Fuehrer . In this connecti cn he expressed 
a new his d ispl easure over the trifling achievements of the 
troops with r egard t o tbe construction wcrk en the positi cns , and 
ove r the obscure reports on the ccnstructic n situati on {ncte ­
book 20 May) . Thereupon Armed Forces Oper a tions Staff worked 
out 3 new pattern f or these r eports , and require~ O. B. SW t o 
immedi ately submit informati cn by telephone en the construction 
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situation in ' C' pcsition, which was already cl ose tc the fr cnt , 
and which would play a dec isive r ole in the fighti ng south of 
Rome . Informati cn was alS' o demanded on the fl ood ing s i tuation . 

Compl a ints wer e made that nc forces from Organizat i on 
Todt bad been used in the positicn. 

c) The Subsequent Course of the Fighting up to the Capture of Rom 

The enemy penetration v1est of the Liri which marked 
22 May w~s extended en the foll cwing day . After the l oss of 
Pico and Lenol a (24 May) , anct the opening of the Senger position 
north of Pontecorvo , a withdrawal movement wa s appr oved , t he 
scope of which was increased by O. B. SW after an enemy penetraticn 
at s . Giovanni on 25 May hnd already eneangered the Sacco 
sector (sitrep 26 May) . In the o ther sectors , the enemy at 
first f oll owed the withdrawal movement only with he si t a tio n . 

The fighting entered a neVI phase on May 23 , when 
the enemy attacked from the Ne ttuno beachhaad as well . He was 
successful in breaking through on both sides of Cisterna ; on 
May 24 in the earl y morning , he made a f orwnr cl thrust north 
of the village (whose garrison r eceived orders to break out 
on the f ollowing day) as far as the district south of Velletri ; 
then northeast of this village in the c irection of Val montcne . 
3 62 Inf Div and 3 Pz Gren Div fail ed to close the gap during the 
ni ght . The deciding factor in this sector was the pl anned 
counter -attack of Pz Div "H. G. 11 , which was to be moved forward 
during the ni ght of 25/26 May t o the Nemi Lake district , so that 
it might be c ommitted as soon as possible . An att ack on May 26 
was however no l onge r f.eas i bl e . Si mul taneous enemy attacks 
against the right wing of Fourteenth Army (1 Par a Corps) were un­
successful . At the same time a thrust northwest of Terracina in 
the sector of 29 Pz Gren Div thr cugh the Ausoni mountains br ought h 
t he l ong - strived-for .1 unctis>n .with h ! s forces in the Nettuno 
beachhead . On May 25 , in a spec i al brcadcast , the onemy 
wire less anncunced this at the same time as the capture or 
Terracina . 

Within a few days therefore , o. completely new situati on 
had devel oped on the s uuthern f r ont . As a result of the uni on 
of the enemy attscking force with that of the beachhead , and 
the folding back of the inner wings of 715 and 29 Pz Gren Divs , 
Fourteenth Army and the right wing of Tenth Army were depl oyed 
along a tortuous and undeveloped line , which was unsuited for a 
protracted defence . Furthermore , thr cugh the enemy assault on 
Valmcntone , an acute crisis hed arisen . It w s.s apparent 
that the withdrawal of the entire fr cnt t o the ' C' position would 
soon be necessary. For this reason i t was important that , (as 
Armed Forces Oper ations Staff stressel on 24 May in notes 
prepared for a verbal repcrt) , the ri ght wing positions of 
Fourteenth Army as far as the pivot pcint of Ciste r na should bs 
strongly held, while Tenth Ar my and tho l eft wing of Four t eenth 
Army were withdrawn in a del aying acticn step by step , nurs i ng and 
saving our own troops to the utmost , in such a way as tc gain 
all possible time for the occupation and impr ovement of the ' C' 
position. Armed Forces Operations Staff proposed movinB the 
remnants of 71 and 94 Inf Di vs i nto the 1 C1 position at once a s 
a securi ty garrison, and bringing them up to strength by immediatel~ 
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moving up r epl acements . Furthermore , O. B. SW w0ul d have t o 
br ing ano ther f ormaticn fr cm the suuthcrn fr ont at once , and 
if poss i ble yet ano ther formati on from northern Italy (in this 
connecti on 356 Inf Div in the Genoa a r ea would be c ons i dered 
first of all), into the ' 0' pos i tion . As r epl aceme nts fo r 
356 Inf Di v the following f ormati ons could be moved up : 
16 S.S. Pz Gren Div coul d be committed in the coastal s ec tor ; 
42 Jaeger Div (in process of formati cn and r oor ganizat l c n) fr om 
the area cf O. B.SE ; and 363 Inf' Div fr om Denmar k . The further 
weakeni ng of Denmark could be counte nanced in view of the enemy 
picture in central England and northern Scotl and ; the prospective 
transfer of 6 Pz Div to Borge n , and the formation or a "Crimean 
divi si on" near the Da ni sh bC'r der ·. Final ly it was a l so pr oposed 
that S. S. P~ Gren Instr R·eg t from the ~roa north of Ge noa should 
be transferred to the Livorno area as mobile r eserve . 

At the mi dday di scussion of' the . si tua ti on on· 25 May, th 
Fuehrer agreed with the proposal i n e ssentials . The sector 
north of the Alban Mountains on both s i des of the road t o 
Frosinone was c onsider ed to be the most heavily threatened part 
of the ' C' position ; this sector above nll other s shoul d be 
provided with a strong de f ence f orm3ti on. 356 I nf Div should 
be moved i nto the ' C' position as speedily as poss ibl e and 
r eplaced by 42 Jaeger Div (an or dor t o this eff ec t was i ssued 
to O. B. SE on the f0llowing day, ~fter a preliminary te l ephonic 
warni ng order) . Permanent crmmi tme nt of 16 S . S. Pz Gre n Di v 
in the poastal zone was not however contempl ated ; ( i t was, 
accor di ng to the decis i on made next day after the return of 
the Reichsfuehrer s .s . , t o be quar tered nt the coa st north and 
northwest of Pica until the arrivnl of 42 Jaeger Div) . s. s . Pz 
Gren I~str Regt wa s to be c ommi tted in the Nori ar ea (notebook 
26 MayJ . No dec i s i on had ye t been r oached on the question of 362 
Inf Di v . Furthermore , the Fuehrer i ssued or der s tha t a close watc 
should be kept on ul l r eplacements in personnel and materiel 
reaching O. B. SW (cf Armed Forces Ope.rati ons Staff ' s nctes of 
25 , 26 and 29 May , requiring that n r eport be sent to 0 . B. SW 
c:1 tbe wi tbdrawal of the artillery fr om the coastnl zones which 
had been gi ven up (Terracina , Gaeta , e tc) ) . (The report stated 
that considerable Italian materiel had fallen i nto the hands 
of the enemy) . 

After an order had been issued dur ing the night 
24/25 May on the c onduct of opera tions of the armi es in 
central Italy (O. K.W. /Armed Forces Ops St 771662/44 Top 
Secret ,!!£..! in the war diar i es), on the afternoon of 26 May 
O. B. SW received fur ther instructions in accordance with the 
Fuehrer ' s new dec isi ons . These requ ired that the ' C' position 
be held at all costs . The fighting in the rorefield of this 
position must be so conducted that the enemy attack would be 
pr ogressivel y weake ned by constant losses , and would eventuall y 
coll apse . In the subsequent withdrawal of Tenth Army, the 
northern wing shoul d r e ma i n in the present main defence lino . 
Communicat ions between 1C1 posi t i on and the static por tion 
of the front must foll ow a line running roughly from Tagliacozzo 
along the northern border of the former Fuciner Lake (flooding 
possibilities here were to be examined ) , to Sul mona . The key 
points of the ' C' position defence wer e to lie on the r i ght 
wing and on the main lines of assault at Valmontone , Avezzano 
and the road f r om Sul mona to Aquila . Constr uc ti on work on the 
' C' pos i tion must be pushed forward by the commitment , not only 
of all t he l abour forces al read y on hand , but al so · · 
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of the security gnr r i sons , the able - bod i ed nati ve s living i n the 
ne i ghbourhood , and , i f the opportuni ty a r ose , of Orga nization Todt 
ce s wi t hdr awn fr om othe r sectors wi th all a vailabl e equ ipment . 
Direc tion s f oll owed for moving u9 the r emnants of 71 and 94 Inf 
Di vs , e tc , i n accor dance wi th the dec i s i ons already r e cor ded . 

Whil e ~n the Te nth Army zone the wi thdr a wal movement 
to the new ma in def ence l ine (the Castr o at Vol sci - course of 
the Sacco a s f ar as I s ol e tta - cour se of t h·; Liri as f ar as 
2 km southwe st of Fontana Liri - t h e n eastwar ds north of Sa nt o 
Padre t o the Mulfa sector - the nce t o nel mon te ) we nt forward 
o n the wh ol e accordi!16 t o pl an , though under incr e asing e nemy 
pre ssure , on 26 May t ho s itua tion in t h e Four teenth Army zone 
became c on s i der abl y more acute . The enemy c ontinued his attacks 
t owards t he North fr om the Gi ulianello a r ea ; threw bac k the 
Roc ca Bn of Pz Div "H. G. " c ommitted i n this r eg i on f or aeal i ng­
off oper a t ions , and i n the afternoon stood j ust sou th of 
Valmon tone . Apar t f r om the fact that this pu t him in a positi on 
t o penetr ate the ' C' positi on , there wa s the dange r tha t not 
only the r emaining cor ncr post of Fourteen t h Ar my, but a l so 
the wh ol e r i ght wi ng of Te nth Ar my, would be cut off f r om the 
r oad f ormi ng th e line of r e treat to the Rome ar ea vi a Fr osi n oBe . 
Thi s· was th e orig inal oper a ti onal ob j e ctive , wh i ch was probably 
the r eaeon f or the Nettuno l a nd ing i n J anuary. O. B. SW resol ved 
t o commit al l for ces arri vi n2 at thi s time a nd in thi s l ocul ity, 
instead of using them t o f urther s trong t hen Tenth Ar~y. The s e 
for ce s compri sed 334 Inf Di v , 1 Pr o j e ctor Reg t and 2 F l ak Bn 
of Tenth Ar my, 1 060 Regt , etc . He also wi shed to commit Pz Div 
"H. G. " her e , g iving up 1 ts pr e vi ously pl anned o1'i'ens i ve commi tment 
This met with oppositi on f r om ArCTed Forces Oper a ti ons Staff . As 
i t t urned out after al l , on the e ve ning of 26 May the Di vision 
adva~ced to the assaul t as pl anned , but the a ttack d i d no t 
r each i ts cl i ma x next day. On 2? May h owe ve r , t h e se aling- off 
operati on wa s succe ssful , and on the nex t day, in coope r a ti on with 
29 Pz Gr e n Di v , which a tta cked fr om t h e S outheast, the ar ea of 
enemy penetr ation wa s cons i de rably r educed . At the same time 
the e nemy was exe r ting strong pre ssure on the d i stri c t sou th 
of Ve lletr i , and this our f orce s wer o able t o r e sist . The 
c ondition of stab i liza tion r e?.ched during t he succeeding days 
i n the Valmontono sal i ent wa s of docisivo s i gnif i cance f or the 
pr o3r ess of the f i gh ting , mos t of a l l f or tho withdr awal movema nt 
of Tenth Ar my. An e asi ng of t...lie situa ti on w9s br ought ab out 
by the fact that the enemy, a fter hi s thrust over the Vi a. Casilino 
hod f~i led , shif ted his poi nt of ma in e f fort agsinst A. O. K. 14 
t owar ds the Vlcst (sitre p 29 , 30 Ma y ) . 

The wi thdrawa l move ment of t he r i ght wiflci of Tenth 
Ar my , whose ma i n ta sk wa s considered t o be the pre vention of an 
enemy breakthr ough up t be Sacco vall e y i n the di r oc ti cn of Rome , 
wa s accompl i shed over se ver al line s of de f e nce (I - III) . These 
l ine s h ad been dec i ded on i n n c cnfcr a nce ~f tha c ommander s on 
27 May , and on the f ollowi n:; day O. B. SW communi cated the dec i s i (..;ns 
that had been r eached t o Ar med Forc e s Op0r a t i ons Staff . The 
pr opos ed new main defe nce l i ne , in which a dec isive and pr ol on3ed 
stand was t o be made , r a n east nnd we s t thr ough Ana3ni . To 
s uppor t the right wing , 44 I nf Di v wos speedily r elie ved f r om 
i ts for mer assi 3nmc n t a nd commit t ed west of the Li ri . At the 
sa me time the gr adua l withdrawa l of 51 Mt n Corps was a ppr oved ; 
the intermed i ate l i ne s howe ver were only t o be r elina ui shed 
under e nemy pressure . O~ 27 May the e nemy beg an an ene r ge tic 
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pursui t . On thi s day the cperational centre of ~ravity l a y i n 
the Castro ar ea a t Volsci and a t Copr ano, where the enemy 
commi tted 400 tanks and penetrated the vi l l age . He was stepped 
in the Sacco sector , but this sector was Given up en the f ol l owing 
day. On 28 May the ene:ny shifted h i s point of main effor t to 
the right wi ng of the Army. On the nex t day Ceccano was 
abandoned , and on 31 May Frosinona , the mJ s t important r a il and 
r oad j uncti cn s outh of R· me . At the snme time f i Ghti !16 developed 
in the sector o f 1 Pare Div , where the enemy broke intc the 
withdrawal movement east of Sora . But , l ooke1 at as a whole , 
the gains of this wi thdraw~l , which in c0nsequence cf the enemy 
air supremacy (see below) was me.st costly, were ver y cc-nsiderabl e . 
The troops r etreating thr cugh the Liri a nd Sacco valleys had been 
pro tec t ed fr om bein~ cut off or over taken , and they had punctual ly 
reached the a r ea southeast of Rome , wher e fi 0 hting was bound to 
devel op during the next f ew days . 

On 29 May, the deve l opment of str cng enemy attacks 
a3ainst 65 Inf Div and 3 Pz Gren Div (hore the two Bri tish 
beachhead d ivi s i cns now made their appearance ) , and a success ­
ful pene trati on in the Hermann Goering Pz Div sector of the 
Fourteenth Ar my z one o n 31 May, save rise to a new crisis. If 
the area 'south of Rome and the cit~· i tself were tc be he l d , new 
and v13~r ous measures must be taken t c increase the fighting 
str eng th of the Army Group . 

As a result of the ba ttl o of materiel on the southern 
fr ont , which had already l a sted f or 17 days , the qui te fnvourabl e 
situ~tion which had existed in the Army Gr oup zone on 1 Ma y 
with regard t o personnel and mater i e l had fundame ntall y changed , 
as O. B. SW stated in a c omprehens ive report i ssued during the 
nieht of 28/29 May. The l osses in personnel , the exact figures 
of which were ne t yet sva ilabl e , could be estima ted as at l east 
25 , 000 men ; the hee.vi e st sufferers be in:; naturally the infantry 
and the en~ine ers . As r eg ar d s weap( ns , the l ~ sses might total 
2 , 000 machine GUns , 500 hea vy machine _; uns , 420 heavy 3nti - tank 
guns , 148 t a nks, 295 guns , etc . The motor vehicle situation ws.s 
sai d to have be en e specially strained , as transport capacity 
vTas being continually r educed by a ir a t t2ck , and i n eddition 
maoy still undamabeq motor vehicl e s coul d no l on:;er be used , 
on account of a shortage of t ires nnd spare ports . Some of the 
divisions had app~rently about rea ched the l owest point at which 
r ejuvenation was s til l possible; this appl i ed in parti cul ar to 
94 a nd 715 Inf Di vs . The enemy woul d keep t o his oper ational 
objec tive - the capture of Rome - although he too had suffered 
se ver e losses . An earl y s t r e ngthenlng of the personnel and 
materiel of the Army Group ther e f or 0 nppeared to be essential . 
In view of this , O. B. SW r eqtested the assignment for t he time 
being of fifte en personne l r e pl acement b'.l ttal i ons , which would 
have to be trans f erred during the first week in June ; the 
r epl acement of 94 and 715 Inf Divs by ful l y battleworthy and 
saason~d divisions , ~nd the speedy bringing up of as l a r ge a 
number of tanks , anti - tank guns , e tc . as possibl e . Over 
and above this , he sug; e s ted that the a~signment of f r om two 
to three fresh divisions be considered , a s the need for the se 
would do~b tl ess shortl y bec ome acute . 
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A large psrt of the l osses suffered could be attr i butec 
to the mounting effect of tho enemy air supremacy. Besi de s 
dir ectl y supporting the ground troops , the enemy a irfor ce 
c ontinued i ts raids on the Itnl ian ra i lway system and the Al pi ne 
passes wi thout a break . Thus , oot onJy was the arrival of the 
d i visions on the southern front (such as 356 Inf Div} considerabl ~ 
de l ayed ; but , of the formaticns comin.; from the other theatres or 
war , 42 Jaeger and 20 Lw Fd Ji vs were aga i n held up . By the 
l ast day i n May, threo - quartcrs of 20 Lw Fd Div, and half the 
effective forces of 42 Jaeger Div had arrived ·in northern I taly. 
The lateral movements b~hi nd the southern fr ont too , such a s 
those of 334 Inf Div , were greatly impeded . Night r a i ds on the 
suppl y route s in the f orward areas aggravated the situation still 
more . Vlhon O. B. SW appealed directly t o the Fuehrer , the l at t er 
ordered that ni0ht fi~ht5r aircraft be used t o pr otect road 
traffi c at ni0ht (sitrep 29 May} . Over and above this , as 0 , B. SW 
was infor med on 1 Jun (se e below) , it was dec i ded to transf er 
one nigh t f i ghter group from the Reich , and one n i ght bomber 
~roup f r om the eastern front to Italy. A decided we akeni ng of 
our own a i r f orce , which however did not directly affect the 
situation at thG front , was occasioned by the transfer of the 
torpedo bombers from southern France to Norway, whe re the 
opportuni ties for commi tment were judGed to be more favourabl e 
(sitr ep 31 May) . In April these aircraft had agai n met with 
great success in their attacks on enemy convoys . 

0 . B. SW 1 s other wishes with r et;ard to pe r sonne l and 
mater iel were examined by Armc.d Forces Operations Staff and 
Army Staff j ointly. It appeared , as was made knovm t o O. B. SW 
on 1 Jun, after a tel ephone conversation between the Ch ief of 
Staff of Armed Forces Ops Staff and Army Group Ops Offr , that 
the transfer of further divisions was no t possibl e , as forma ­
t i ons f i t for commitment were not available at tho time in the 
Reich . For the present , assistance from OKW woul d have to consist 
mainly of a copi ous supply of materiel and replacements . Besi des 
this , the prepar9tion of 1 6 S . S . Pz Gren Div and 42 Jaeger Div 
for commitment would be speeded up , so that they coul d l ater 
relieve the exhausted divisions . As r egards the r epl acement 
s i tuation; ten infantry battalions had been earmarked as J une 
repl acements , and this number might b1J increased . Because of 
special assignments , the arms al l owance for May had reached an 
unusual ly high volume , and in Jun0 ccmpl ate e auipment for two 
divisions would be deliver od - and so on in the same stra i n . 
When, on 1 Jun , the situation on tho I tal ian front became s t i l l 
mor e acute , the Supreme Command ro.'lllzed that it was now 
ne cessar y t o take strong , comprehensive measures . At the midda y 
dis cus s i on of the _situation on 2 Jun, the Fuehrer ordered that, 
over and above the planned assignme~ts , the lar;est possible 
number of Tigers and Panthers should bo r ushed to L . B. SW (notebook 
2 Jun) . In consequence , as n first consisnment , 10 Tisers of 
Ti ger Bn 102 , 15 Tigers of Bn 510 and 20 P'.:!nthers were ass i gned 
toO . B. EN'I . During the af t ernoon tJ-10 Fuehrer gave orders that 
Tiger Bn 504 originally intended for the East , should be sent 
to Italy. The battalion, Which comprised 45 tanks , could ar~ive 
in tbe Flor ence area between 8 and 11 Jun . Furthermore , orders 
were given for the transfer of 19 Lw Fd Div fr om Bruges 
(arrival at Bol ogna between 7 and 9 Jun) , and of the thrGe high 
mountain battali ons committed in Lhe Apennines pos i tion (tnese 
being relieved by three high mountain school s ) . I f possible these 
latter units would be r eplaced by one of the Italian divisions 
which wer e being f ormed in Germany ( s i trep 3 Jun) . Finally, 
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the tanks of Pz Bn 508 , which was already engaged on the southerz 
front , were tc be brought up to full strength . ':'he cotmlitment 
of 1 62 (Turc ) Div, which was assigned to O. B. SW on 3 Jun , would 
mean a further , though indirect , incr ease in strength for the 
southern front . First, reor:;anization within the Division was 
to be carried out , in order to bring the proportion of Germans 
to Turcomans in the infantry up to 50 per cent. This decision 
was based on the impre ss i o ns of Major v . Brauchitsch , who had 
inspected the Di vision in connection with h i s visit to 14 Pz 
Corps . In his repoFt of 29 May , he:: h ad proposed that after 
reorganization the Divi s i o n . shoul d bo g i ven nn oppor tun i t y t o 
prove i tself on a quiet sec tor of the front . Only in the event 
of failure should it be disbanded , and the good German divisional 
cadre used as a nucleus for the formati on of an infantry di visior 
on the 1944 pa t tern . ( O . B . S~ had been in f9 vour of leaving the 
Division as it was , and dispensin3 with reorganiza~ion) . Another 
support mnasure f or C . B. SW , likewise ordered on 3 Jun , was the 
incorporati on of the former S . S . Pz Gren Instr Regt (which 
mea nwhile had been de sig nated as a 11 Br ig~de 11 ) in 16 s .s . Pol ice 
Gren Div , which woul d enabl e ~hu Division tc be r e ady for 
c ommitment sooner . The trans~er of 20 Lw Fd Div to the Civita­
vecchia district (~rrival 5 Jun) , inste~d of into 1Jhe Livorno 
area as planned , would mean a furt...~er , thoug1 i ndir ect, 
strengthening of the southern f r ont . 

As once before the S\..(dden brcakthro~h in the Se nge r 
po sition, so now the sudden victory in the " C posit i on brought 
forth new de liberati ons on the construction of the Apennine 
(Gothic) posi t ion, and especially its roadiness f or defence . 
On 27 May, at the su33est:Jon of the Chief of Staff , Arme d 
Forces Opurations Staff , the Fuehrer ea ve orders for an al l - out 
drive for the ncce l erated and for tress - like constructi on of the 
Aponnine position (notebook 28 May) . Ac cor di n3ly, on 1 Jun, 
an order was issued to O . B . SW ; to the General Commanding 
Engineers and Fortificati ons ; to the Chio f of Army Equipment 
and Commander of Replacement Army, utc . Constr1.lction 
of this position was envisa_;ed as a long- term project . The 
Gothic position, which in the middle of the con th had been 
renamed the Green line , "'xisted ot ~i.,..st , except f or isol ated 
s ectors , only on t...l-ie =n3p {cf 18 Ju,,) . Orders were : iven in 
detail ~or security ~easuros 3gsinst ormoured attacks in th~ 

sectors threatened by t3nks ; the speeding up o f the i'ortress - like 
construction work on ~'!Je ma i n) 1_4..,s of attack (blastins of caves 
in r eek , makint; of embrasures , etc) ; extensiv1:1 mining in adequaw 
depth; evac uation of the ci vi li ·n population in the fcrwa rd areas 
and on the main ba ttle - .:;r ound ; ins t"l la ti on of e barra~e <lone abo 
10 km i.n de pth in fr ont of the m9in defence lina ; and within it , 
thorough destruc tion or prep~rat1ons therefor of a ll traffic 
routes , installations , shelters , etc . ~he Gene ral of Engineers 
and Fortifications wa,s i nstructed to strengthen the organize ti on 
of the Fortre ss Engineers (for this a staff fr om the South-
8ost nnd a r ock-drilling company from Norway were to be plooed 
at h i s disposnl) ; the Chiof of Army Equipmont and Commandor of 
Rapl acement Army was as far as possible to form constructlon 
battnlions as a cadr~ for the supervision o f Italian 
civilian l abour forces; O. B. S'll was t o wi thdraw the Italian 
construction forces that, in conseouence of e nemy action, could 
no l ol'l,3ur be used for commitment i!'l the: 'C' position, to the 
Apennine position; the Ge rmnn Gbner~l Pl enipotantiary in Ita ly 
was to form civilian 1'3.bour battalions from t.l-te Ir;a lian male 
pcpul'.l tion which was to bo -:? vqcua ted , or which was se ttled in 
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the district , and so f orth . On 3 Jun , nt the suggest i <n of the 
Chief of Staff of Armed Forces Operations Staff , t h e Fuehrer ga ve 
orders that the Fourth I talian Mountain Divisi on a nd. the three 
high mountain school s be transferred to thi s ~rea ~ But as f ar 
as the Italian formation was concer ned , Gener a l Ott had first 
to be hear d from . This scheme was never pu t intc effec t . In 
t his connection, the i dea was formed of sending the Deputy Chief 
of Staff of Armed Forces Operutions Staff to Italy, t o gain e 
first hand impression of the defence potential of the Apenni ne 
position. The departure of Lt-Gen Warlimont took pl ace on 7 Jun 
after a short delay caused by the invasion, whi ch had meanwhile 
materi al i zed . 

The deta i led cnrryiI16 out of these orders f or str e ngthe 
ing the southern f r ont, has a.lrendy b~en r ecor r1ed in the de script:1 
of the actual opera t i onal developments . Since 30 May, as alread y 
set forth , these had ago.ln taken on the aspect of a crisis in the 
area of A. O. K. 14 . On 31 May , the heavy attacks against 65 gnd 
3 Pz Gren Divs wer e for the most part repell ed . An enemy 
regiment broke thr ough on the right wing of Pz Div "Herman GoerinE 
while further t o the East in the Valmontone salie nt there was no 
serious fightin3 . Ground was l ost in the sector of 29 Pz Gresn 
Div . On the f ollowing day, the enemy succeeded in widening the 
penetrztion area in the sector of "He rman Goering" Div . The 
support measures taken by O. B. SW (the moving up of Air borne 
Asslt Regt 4 P3r9 Div, and of al arm units , etc) , who ccnsidered 
this locality the most severel y threate ned (sitrep 1 Jun) , d i d 
not c ome to fruition . Velletri had t o be evacua t ed , and the 
fr ont in this sector had t o be withdrawn t c southeast of Nemi 
Lake . The sealing- off' of the enemy pe netr ntion a r ea at Valmont ona 
had to be abandoned , and 29 Pz Gren Div withdrew to the north 
bank of the Sacco . From there , the fr ont now fol l owed a fairly 
straight line as far as Sora , which wo s l ost en 2 Jun . On the 
same day, when the enomy attacked again f r om the Val montone 
salient in the Fourteenth ~rmy zone nnc made a deep penetration, 
the front in this sector had to be withdrawn onc e more - this 
time to ~ line f ollowing the s alient fr om Rocca di Papa t o 
Palestrina , form~d with th~ l ast r emaining reserves . 90 Pz Gren 
and 334 Inf Divs were t c be moved up to support them, but i t 
was uncertain whe ther they would arri ~e in time . On 3 Jun an 
enemy push in a northwesterly d irection to Colonna could not 
be stopped , and durin~ tho afternoon enemy tanks pressed forward 
fr cm this area to withln a distance of from 6 to 8 km from 
the eas t e r n and southea stern frinze s of Rome . 

While scarcely a week before it hsd been c onsidered 
poss i bl e that the e nemy attack would be hal tee i n the ' C' positi on 
by ~he end of the mcnth it was alreP.ny ope n to question whether 
the area south of the Tiber ocul r be he ld much l onger . This 
included the city of Rome , the ~r~ster part of which lies south 
of the river (communicati on Gen v . B. 2 Jun) . The support 
measures ordor e d on 2 Jun cculd ~gko effect in a wa ek at earlie st . 
It was obvious t hat the f al l o f the c ity would have a signifi cance 
reaching far beyond the Itolian theatre cf operations , and that 
the enemy would derive full propagand~ value ~rom it . He coul d 
not wish f or a better prelude to the invasion summer which l ay 
ahead . 

The situati on was render ed still more difficult 
by the fact that , precisely during these critical days , gaps 
appeared in the commend . The Chie f of Staff of the Army Group , 
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Maj -Gen Westphal , who at the moment could not be adequately 
replaced, became ill as a result of overwork ; and the Commander 
of Tenth Army, Col - Geo v . Vietinghoff , fell ill too , and became 
unabl e to carry on . Effective 2 J un , Col -f.en v . Mackensen was 
replaced in command of Fourteenth Army by Gen of Pz Troops 
Lemelsen , the former Deputy Commander of Firs t Army. 

The events of 2 Jun had already caused o . B. SW to 
request~mission to evacuate Rome , in the even t of this step 
becomi~ necessary, as the refor min; of a solid front south 
of the iber , more OJ" l e ss as a continuation of a " bridgehead 
Rome 11

, appeared no 1 onger possible . From the beginning , defence 
of the city i tself' had not been contempl ated by the German Commanc 
In an order issued on the afternoon of 3 Jun, 0 . B. SW was 
accordi ngl y directed to continue fi3hting south and southea st of 
the city as long as possible , in order to create suitable 
conditions for the evacuation of the city of Rome and the with­
drawal of Fourteenth Army across the Tibe r . If it were no 
longer possible to make a stand sout!J and s outheast of Rome , 
the west wing of the Army Gr oup was t o be withdrawn to the 
next suitable sector of terrai n , in order to avoid drawing the 
city of Rome into the majn battle - fi e ld , which would be tJ::ie case 
if the Ti ber were used as a supporting line . In the future 
conduct of battle , on which O. B. SVt was t o submit his views as 
soon as possible , it would be important, while at first sporing 
and re sting our own troops in a delaying nc ti cn , to pr ogr e ssi vel y 
undermine the enemy ' s fi ghting power , sacrifi cing as 1 i ttl e 
ground as possible in the proce ss ; then, on a line to be 
decided on by O. B. SW , if possible a continuation of tho centre 
and l eft wing of the 'C' positi on , to again take up a defensive 
positi on. Dur ing the night of 3/4 Jun a suppl ementary order 
was i ssued to the effect tha t r e construction of the front must 
be attempted north of Rome and as far s outh as at all possible , 
and the centre of the Army Group speedily withdrawn to the 
' C' position . In cont radistinction to the course decided on 
for the surrender of Paris (which , if this be came necessary , 
was to be defended to the last and l e ft to the ene my as a field 
of ruins) , f r om the outset the German Command made every effort 
to spare the city as far as possibl e . This asp~ ct is being 
dealt with in a subseque nt chapter of this narrative , entitl ed : 
"T'11e Open City of Rome " . 

On the night of 3/4 Jun the surr ender of Rome began . 
The right wing of Fourteenth Army wus withdrawn t o a line -
behind the Tiber , which followed the course of the old Tiber 
eastwards past Tivoli - Subiaco to the 1 C1 position. O. B. SVI 
stated that the principal task of the Army was the r apid 
withdrawal of its for mations across the Tiber on e ither side of 
Rome, while keeping in close touch with Tenth Army in the area 
northeast of Valmontcne ; and en 3 Jun the situation i n this 
distri ct became stabilized owing to the commitment of 33 4 Inf 
and 90 Pz Gren Di vs (see above ) . On the morning of 4 Jun , 
enemy tanks with infantr y on board penetrated into Rome , 
reach!~ tho centre of the city at about 141 5 hrs . At the 
same ttrie the enemy pushed f orward across the old Tibe r ea et 
of Rome . An assault against his fla nk by 15 Pz Gren Div did 
not develop , owing t o h ostile air ope ra t i ons ( s itrep 4 , 5 Jun) . 
The "battl e for Heme ", which hs d se:emed t o have already begun 
at the end of J a nuary with the l anding at Ne ttuno , and which 
by the succe ssful sealing -off of the beachhead and the resistance 
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at Cassino had been drawn out t o noarly six months , had ended . 

In a broadcast on the e vening of 5 Jun , Roose velt 
ce l ebrated the capture of the first of tho "Ax. i s capi tal s ", 
which event had taken place at ~ time wh~n the Allied t r oops 
stood prepared for a fresh blow in western Europe . The fact 
that the city had been spared w~s not credited t o the German 
Comm~nd , but purely to the skill of tho Allied generals , who , 
he said , did not leave the Germ~ns , c~ncerned with the withdraw3l 
of their armies , time for damoliticns similar to those carried 
out in Naples and other Ital i cn cities . The President warned 
however against overrating the nil i tary significance of Rome ; 
victory was still a long v1c.7 cf£ . On 6 Jun , oft the occas i on 
of the announcement of the invasion , Churchil l made a statement 
on the fall of Rome , which could now, sc he sa i d , be protected 
agr.iust enemy air 9. ttack end the three t of hunger . Before the 
extent and nature of the victory r epresented by the capture of 
the city could be estim~ted , subsequent developments in the 
Italian theatre of operations must be awaited . The British 
Prime Minister emphasized in particul ar the smoo th cooperation 
of the many nations included in tho Allied armies in Italy. 

The conquest cf RoUB signified on important turning 
point in the development of occupied Italy. Kin3 Jictor 
Emanuel c.bdicated , installing his son as Regent , and Badoglio 
resignod on 9 Jun . With the form~ti cn of the Bonomi cabinet 
the experiment of the Italian facti ons in sel f - government began . 
Pormission for this had up to now bean refused by the Anglo ­
Amoricans , hnving been de l uyod until the capture of Rome . 
Recently tho enemy press had ropontodly stressed the achi eveme nts 
of the Badoglio troops fighting cm the Allied s i de . In his 
speech , Roosevelt asked all other nati vns who were aga inst 
"Fasc i sm and Nazii .sm11 t o give Italy a chanc e . Although 
no great military empi re , Italy was ent1 tlad t o cl a i m the place 
of a 1' great mo ther -n~ ti cn 11 on "'CC ount of her over - populn ti on . 
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2 . Pre aration of E.nem Offensive 

The enemy had made especially careful preparations for 
the offensive between the mouth of the Liri and Cassino. 
Captured maps showed that, as a result of air recon­
naissance carried on for weeks previously, the German 
positions includin-; the ~enger position were reproduced 
most accurately on the maps issued to the troops, down 
to each concrete shelter and each wire otstacle. The 
br1n31ng up of the enemy forces was spread over weeks, 
and concealed from us ty continuous smoke screens over 
the entire Cassino basin. The mine clearin~ operations, 
which according to prisoner of war information had been 
begun lon_; before the attack began, v;ere made easier 
ty the fact that the mass of the German minefields lay 
on the enemy's side o~ the Gari, and there~ore could 
not be adequately guerded. The spearheads of t~e attack 
were put across the river at at.out midni~ht on 11 11.ay 
on pneuma~ic rafts, and durin; the ni;ht too were larcely 
concealed from our troops Ly continuous smoke-screens. 
~y this means, the enemy gained the advanta~e of ~avin~ 
a more or less orderly force estatllshed on tht far ba~k 
of the river by the early hours of tht mornin~ . Accord­
in; to prisoner of war information, the first ele~ents 
to cross had not so ::nuch the task of overcom1n; the 
German stron~ po1~ts as of first establishln~ the~selves 
between the German stront; poi!1ts . The overcordn_; of tt,t;; 
German stron"; points was to Le preemine!1tly the task of 
the tanks, whose transport was facilitated by iron 
bridh1n~ equipment, apparently used for the first time 
in Italy, which made it possitle to cross small river 
courses without additional Lrldce trains. 

It can be ass~ned from prisoner of war !~formation that, 
despite the smoke screens, thu first waves advancin~ to 
tht:J attack Vlere either completely annihilated on reachin; 
shore by our prompt defenslv~ fire from all weapons, or 
that tr,oy tecaml] lost in the fo~ a!1d were taken prisoner. 
Subsequent waves succeeded however in establlshin; the=­
salves between the German stron; points i~ two places. 
The procedure which was repeatedly used Ly the enemy at 
a later date - that of 1;1vin~ his infantry only sbort 
range objectives - was already apparent here . On reac~­
in~ this objective, the in.'."antry immediately ort;an!.zes 
for defence, first awaitin~ the arrival o~ the tanks. 
The prereq ~1 is i te for this s lo,.,·, !!let hodi cal ene: .. ;y adva!1ct:: 
is tha~ our ow~ movements, especially thE brln~in; up of 
reserves ::..,"J day, ar~ made either 1:npossitle or extra­
ord1!1ar1ly difficult owin; to artillery and air s:;per!.or­
ity. 

3. J.ne lnfantr:: o~~ the divisions committed opposite the 
~orps front showed a jOOd standard of training on the 
whole, and moved skll~ully i~ tho terrain. This skill 
1~ mak1n; ~ood ~s~ or t~e terrain was an especial asset 
to the enemy in the thick ;ro~th of th~ Lirl plain, with 
its rows of bushes and trees; terrain which o~fered 
only a 11m1tel field of fire to our 1!1fantry wea~ons, 
w~ile ~ivln; the ene~y an opportunity to ta~e advanta~e 
of his numerical superiority. Eer';:' the :!'1d1an anJ tt.e 
Canadia.n troops sI.o·;;ed tl'-.e:·.s'="lves part!.c ~larly adept. as 
also o:i tl:c whole, they were defl:1itely s iperior i~ 
fi.;htin; value to tl:e ::r1tish troops o:' 4 a!'1= 78 :.:visions . 
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The sharpshooters and advanced observation 
post~ ensconced on the crest can easily be 
eliminated by the concentrated fire of the 
heavy weapons, as every weapon committed on 
the crest is outlined against tht $ky. 

Employment of direction-findin~ equipment for 
loca~1n~ weapons at night and in fo~ is made 
more difficult, as the battle installations 
of the defender can only be identified just 
before the main line of resistance is reached . 

hrt illery. 

The artillery observers - apart from those in 
the main line of resistance - are cenerally 
located on command1n~ reverse slopes. Thus, 
early el1mlnet1on of the observation posts 
themselves by minor enemy penetrations - as 
is generally the case when the main line of 
resistance is situated on the forward slo?e -
is avoided . The drawback entailed by limited 
oppor:;unlties for observation of the enemy's 
rear areas must be compensated for by advanced 
otservation posts in conjunction with the out­
posts . Efforts must be made to place these 
1n such a way, that even if they are withdrawn 
at one point , observation from the adjoining 
sect0rs into the enemy's rear areas is assured 
in front or that sector which is especially 
threatened . 

C) Anti-tank defence . 

Anti - tank weapons are not quickly recognized, 
and they can direct surprise fire on the tanks 
rolling over the hel~hts . The enemy tank -
still outside the effective zone of its own 
anti - tank guns - cannot silence them, and can 
only seek its tari~t after crossin~ the crest; 
that is , when it ia already within the effectiv 
zone of our own defence . This by far outwet~hs 
the fact that advantage cannot be taken of the 
full range of our defence weapons. If ~he cour 
of the main line of resistance on the reverse 
slope has remained unknown to the enemy, the 
too early elimination of the minefields direct! 
in front of it is avoided, and durin~ a tank 
attack, the enemy r.111 run into U::'lexpected and 
still effective minefields. 

D) As lon~ as our outposts rematn on the crest, 
traffic and communications services can opera.te 
and movements of reserves and supplies can be 
carried on in the rear areas of the reverse 
slope position. 

4. ) In view of the enemy's fi3hting tactics, as set 
forth in pa-ra 1, it may be stated that the reverse slope 
location for the main line of rosistance has proved the 
mos ·t effective . The drawbacks YJhich doubtless e.xist are 
outweighed by far by the advanta;es gained, especially 1f 
strong outposts compensate for lack of viev.· into the 
enemy's territory, and delay his approach. 

After a successful defence against an enemy attack on our 
main line of resistance, every effort must be made to 
retake the outpost positions on the crest by an immediate 
counter-thrust . 

C. -in-C. SW 
. Army Group "C" 
_~- Ops No .. 2945/ 44 Secret 
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AnlE.ge Z\1 A.C.K.10 - Ie/Id Hr. 779/t.4 g.Kdoa• 
3r. Aw:-fe-rt1£.ung. 

.. ~--···. - ---- --- ... 
Stand vom 5.3.1944 

Kortlck 59! 

H.KUat.Artl.Rgt. 927 (o.I.) ++ 
I./ss-Pol.Rgt. 20 
P1.-~u-3tab Lenort 
IandeeaohUtzen-ntl. 746 
Beu-Pi.ntl. 432 (001.,J.u.4.) 
II./3.Rgto Drandenburg 
16./4.Rgt. Brendenbllrg 
Ps.spf:i.h-Zug{1t.)A.A.44(H.u.D.) 

Pi.-Rgt.-Ste.b 604 
S'tellungs-Ilau-Pi. Dtl. 790 
Stellunt;s-llau-?1.Dtl. 791 
Bou-Pi .-'Btl. 4.3C . 
llGu-?1.-Btl. 432(0.Stob,2.u.Y.olo) 
Bau-Pi.-Dtl. 433 
Ge3teinsbobr-T~p . 5 
Geoteinabohr-Kp. 7 
Geeteinabohr-tp. 8 
Stab .Pi.-Btl. 138 
Boobeeb.Fi.Xp. 618 
Bocbeeb.F1.Kp. 819 
DrUcken-Kol. B(mot.) 'i/62 
O•"-Bataillon 339 
O•t-D6taillon 412 
Oet-.Bataillon 555 
Out-Be taillon 356 
Oet-Boto.illon 566 
Oa'-'.BB taillon 616 
Ost-BB te.illon 620 

r.:. ~ 

10 

Hoh.Artl.Kdr. 316. 

Armee-".:.'inhei ten. 

' 

Ausbau-Stab C 
(General Bessel) 

Armee-r:tichrichten-P.gt. 5C8 
::.<'la-Lehr-u.Ausbildu.nge-Kp . 
Fz.-f.er:Jttirer-Lehr-Kp. (i .Neuaufstg.) 
Armee-Gcsochutz-Schu.J.e 

2. /Fe ld-Ers . Btl. 194 
Le.ndesschtitzen-Btl.686(0.1.Zgo) 

Ge3teinabohr-Kp. 
5./Lds.-De.u-Rtl. 
Bau-Btl. (1 t.) 
:Ba\1-Dtl. (1 t.) 

6 
9 

105 
135 

."IV. 
:<IV. 
XIV. 

Lio 
'!J.V. 
XIVo 
LI. 

XIVo 
XIV. 
XIV. + 
XIV. 
XIV. 
XIV. 
XIV. 
LI. 
Lio 
LI • . 

· XIVo 
XIVo 
XIVo 

Verm.-Battro 602 + 
'iiehr-Geolocenstelle 7 

H BE R E S TR U F P EN • 

Artl.P.ctn. Stab z . h.V. 553 
le . llco h .... l t . c~oto) 7 
Eeol1. P. 1;:l i. . (t . 7e•: .) 70 
Be o L • . \ b·.,. ( t. uew o ) 71 
vcr2 t . ~ etterzug 518 
yo - : ·ectrui;.p 518 
? .. •.'\1·tl. t,bt . ~57 ( ~~citK ., , 21cm1!.} 
:.orvcr-Abt • ..,88 ( ,~cm frz .) 
3./$ •• rtloAbt. 764 (17cmK .) 
II./,;rtloRg-t. 51 lle.Fli l(RSO) 
le.t.rtl o;,bt. 602 le.FB (RSO) 
le . ,, r tl .;. bt. 713 le .l'H 
I ./ll .Y.ila t .;,rtl. ~e;t. <.J~7 
H.Fle.k-Artl.Abt • .302(neu) 
~erfer-Rgto 71, II oUo III. 
Stu.Geach. Bri gade 242 
s tu.Gesch.Brigade 907 

?. ~4~HuD) ~> 
• 

XIV. 
LI. 

XIV. 
XIV. 
XIV . 
Y.IVo 
XIV. 
XIV. 
XIV. 
XIV. 
XIV. 
LI. 
LI. ++ 
LI. 

XIV. 
XIV. 
XIV. + 

t :. 

Feetun£s-Rct.stab 924 
verst .Hochceb.Js.~tl. 3 
vers t.Hocl~~b .Jc.Btl. 4(0.1.) 
1./1!ocb...,eb.Jg.Btl. 4 u.Geb.De. ttr. 
Fla-Ba taillon 501 
~ Zo -?-~insatz-Y.p . Eberle 
I./Gren.R£t. 871 (356 .J.D.) 
Gren . P.t;to 992 (356.J.D.) + 
i ZoA .A. 103 ( .Pz.Gren.Div.) 
Eau- Dtlo lit. 101 
3&u-Btl. it. 102 
lbu- Btl. it. 107 
Bau-Utl. it. 1o8 
ilau- IJtlo it. 111 
II./~lov. Peu-Drigade 

-

u. 
XIV. 
XIV. 
Lt. 

'XIV. 
LI .• 

XIV. + 
LI. ++ 

XIV. 
XIV. 
XIV. 
XIV. 
XIV. 
LI. 

nv. 

f 

~ 

Heertebruppen-Reserw-e. 

2 
~ 

0 

90. 

( Auff'rieohung duroh 
XIV.rr.s.Korpa ) • 

+ = nocb nicht eincetroffen. 
++ = tal:tioch nui· bei Y..c.repfhandlunsan 

untl versorgWJBsmtlDis anterJtellt. 
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BafreJ Pi .~HBte .-stab 604 
Stab Pi.-Btl. 1)8 + 
Hochgeb.Pi.Xp. 618 
Hocbgeb.Pi.Xp. 819 
Brllcken-ICol. B(aot.} 2/62 
Stellunp-Bau-Pi .Btl. 790 
Bau-Pi.BU. 433 
Bau-Pi .BU. •32 ( o .• Stab, 2.u.Kol.) 
Geoteinabohr-Xpo 8 
Oa-t-:!&taillon 616 
Oet-'Bataillon 620 

r.:HuD). 
Geb.Jg.Hgt. 85 
Geb.Jg,.Bgt. 100 

Geb.Artl.Rgt. 95 
Aufkl.Abt. 65 
Pz.Jg.Abt. 85 
Geb.P1.Btl. 95 
Geb.nnchr.Abt. 95 

Gren.Hgt. 
Gren.ffst. 
Gren.Hgt. 
Artl.Hst. 
Aufkl.Abt. 
Pz.Js.Abt. 
Pionier-Dtl. 
Nachr.Abto 

Geb.Jg.Fald-Ers.Dtl. 95 Feld~Ere.Dtl. 

H,Tr.; veret.Hoohgeb.Jg,Btl. 3 

Gren.Ret. 191 
Gren.ftst. 194 
Gren.Jq;t. 211 
Artl.Rgt. 171 
Div.FU.o.Dtl.(A.A.) 171 
Pz.Jg.Abt, 171 
Pionier-Btl. 171 
N~chr.Abt. 171 

1)1 
132 
134(HuD) 
96 
44 
46 
80 
64 

96 

Feld-Ero.Btl. 171 
Div.Fils.Btlo(A.Ao) 94(94.) 
Cren.Rct. 274(0.I.)(94.) 
I./Gren.Hgt. 871 (356.) + 

XIV• 
K.Naohrichteo-Abt.60 
Artl.Kdr. 414 

Beob.Abt.(t.bew.) 70 
Beob.Abt.(t.bew.) 71 
verst. r,etter&1.11 518 
vo - MeBtrupp 518 
.c.A·rtl.Abt. 557 (17cmK • . ,21cm!d.) 
3./s.Artl.Abt. T64 (17cmK.) 
Lroreer-Abt. 988 (22cm frz.,) 
Stu.Gesch.Briga4• 242 
s tu.Gesch .• l3rtsa4• 907 
Werfer-Rc;t. 71_1 II.u.III. 
l'la-Bete.illon ,u1 

+ 

Pallach.Js. Rgt. 1 
Pallsch.Jg .Rgt. 3 
PaUzch.Jg .• Ret. 4 
I.a.III .• /Fallscb.Artl.Rgt. 1 
Pallsch.~.G .Btl. 1 
l'allech.Pz .Je.Abt. 1 
1allcch.P1.Btl. 1 
1alls ch .• L.Rachr.Aht. 1 
1./Fallsch.1',la .I: .G .Dtl. 

l.Ilgto.Stub z .b.V. 553 
./Artl .• Rgt. 51 (le.FH) (RSO) 

1-.Artl.Abto 6C2(le.FH)(RSO) 

Sonderatab Gen,Bothe 

II./alov. Beu-'Br1ga4• 
St•llUD8a-18u-P1.Btl. 
1Gesteinabohr-II0 ? 
llau-Ba ta.illon 1 t. 
Bau-Bstaillon 1t.i 
Bcu-Betnillon it, 
Eau-.Bntaillon it. 
Ost-Ea taillon 
Oat-Bo. ta1 llon 

o~ 

791 

101 
102 
107 

.108 
339 
566 

Ps.nze~bt. 115 
Pz.Gren.Rgt. 104 
Pz .• Gren .• Rgt. 129(neu) (I.u.II,be1 

A.O.K:.14) 
1-'rtl .• Rgt. (mot.) 33 
Pz.A.A. 115(1,bei LI.) 
Pz.Jg.Abt. 33 
Pionier-Ptl. (mot.) 33 
r.oohr.Abt.(mot.) 999 
.H.Flnk-Artl .Abt. 115 
Pz.Gren.Feld-Ers!Btl. 33 . 
Pz.A .A, 103 ( J .l'~.Gren.D1v.) (o,2.) 
Gren.Jl8t. 276 (94.) 

Gren. Rgt. .267 
Gren.Rc;to ,274(nur I.)(Rgt.u.III.bci 71.) 
Gren.Hgt. 276(bei 15.) 
hrtl.Rct. 194 
Div .Fils .• Dtl. (A .A.) 94 (bei 71 o) 
Pz.Jg.Abt. 194 
Pionier-Btl. 194 
Hachr.Abt. 194 

Feld-Ers.Btl. 194 
2 ./Pz .A .A. 103 (j . Pz.Gren.Div.) 

+ • noch nicht eingetro:f'fen. 
++ • taktisch nur bei Kamp:fho.ndlungen 

und versorgungemtrBig witer~tellt. 
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H.Tr.; 

~. 
Gren.Reto 754 
Oren.R(;t. 755 
Gren.nt;t. 7~6 

Artl.Rgt. 334 
Div.File.Dtl.(AoA..) 334 
PzoJGoAbto 334 
I•ionier-Dtl. 334 
l?achr .. A bt. 334 

Peld-Ero.Btlo 334 

~tend vom 5.3.1944. 

/~rtloi:dr. 451 
K.r.nchrichtcn-Abt. 451 

Bou-.Pi.Btl. 430 
Geste1nabohr.-;{p. 5 
Ost-Bntaillon 412 
Oat-Dotaillon 555 
Oet-Be.taillon 556 
Be.u-Bata1llon(ito) 111 

GrenoRBto 
Gren.Rt;:to 

Artl.fl6t. 

Pz.Je.1. bt. 

Nuohr.J.bt. 

?eld- Era .'Btl. 
1./1,r..A.Ao 

I./H.Ktiot.Artl.Reto 9...."7 
le.Boob.Abt.(mot.) 7 
H.Plak-Artl.Abt. 302(neu) 
l z.-~insntz-K11 • .Eberle 
Gren.net. 992 (}56.) + 

++ 

577 
578 

305(0.II . ) 

305 

305 

J05(o.1.) 
115(15.Pz . Gren . Div.) 

++ 

Sperrverbnnd Bode. 

Gren.Hgt. 576 

II./Artl.Reto J05 
D1v.Fils.Bt1.(A.A.) 305 

Pionior-Btl. 305 

1./Fcld-Ers.Dtl. 305 

H~Tr.: 1./Eocheeb.Je.Btl.4 u.Geb.Duttr. Festunga- iigta . Stab 924 
le.Artl.Abt. 733(le.FH). 

+ = noch n1cht eintetrof.fen . 
++ c tnkticch nur bei Kanp.fh:-ndlllllEOD 

uwJ ver-.orgun£sI.UbBic unterotoll t. 
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ll11.Kdt.1017(Koriick ) 

H.KUs ten-Art.Rgt. 9~7 (o.I o) 
II./3. R.:;t.Brandenburg 
I./SS.-Pol.Rgt.20 
Pi.-Bau-~tat Lenort 
1./Landeaachiltzen-Btl. 746 
Stab u. 2./13e.u-P1.3tl. 432 

1./La.ndesschUt zea- Dtl. 686 
2. /Feld-Ers . Btl. 194 
Pz.-Zer~t~rer-Lehr-Kp. 

( 1./H.PzoJg . Abt. 590) 

1C 

• 

hrmee-Nachr . RGt. 508 
£la.-Lehr-u .~usb1ltlgs .~omp 
) tabo- Bil d-Abt . A.O.K. 10 • 

H EE g E S'.('RU F . · •. 

H. T. /3 . 
~· t;:.:i.1 VO.!!l !.,. • 1 • 1944 • 

Zoh .Art.Kdr.316 

+ 

~io~ier-Rgt.-Stab 543 
I ~.o .. i dl"-Rgt.-Stab 604 
P:Lonier-Btl. 60 
Be.·1-Fi.-Btl. 430 

L:.0~ {I. Art.-Rgt.-stab ~.b.v ~ 553 
a.Art .Abt. 450 ( s.~ . ~.) 

LilV'I o 
lu'"':XVI . 
L. ':::;:v.r 0 

Teile Verme6~~s-u.Karten-Abt. 
Verat.~etter~llg 518 

573 XIV. 

~~'~.,4./Bau-Pi.Btl. 432 
._,.mu-Pi.-Btl. 433 

1.u.5./L4.-Bau-Btl. 9 
Geatei.D8boh~-Kp. 5 
G9ste1Dabo!a--Kp. 6 
Gesteinsuohr-Kp. 7 
Ge9tei~abohr-~p. 8 

J~IV . 

XIV. 
1TITI. 

XIV. 
XIV • 

LXXVI . 
L."CCVI . 
L.~VI. 

XIV. 
XIV. 

r~7XVI . 

t r. 
~ 
~ 

0

1· 3 
in Zu.tuhrung 

Brigade z.b.V. H.G. 
Panzer-Hgt. B.G. 
Pz.Gren.Rgt. 1 B.G . 
Pz.Gren.Rgt. 2 B.G. 

s.Art •. \bt. 451 ( J .:" . ·1°' 10ct::.: · .) 
a . A1"t •. . 1t. 557 ! ·,'j .... ~., 2 1 clii - . ) 
H. Art.Abt. 733 le.~.E . )( r.~c ) 
a .Art.Abt. 764 17c~~ . )(o . ) . 1 

)./~ . Art.Abt . 754 
I /

'!"1 . , ~ I . -, ~ • r ,.,. 
• ti . a •B vell-.tt.r ·~ · -"'-.°; ·• .J~ i 

\7crfe:---1~t. 5~ ~o .I. ) 
I ./r:erfer-}~·: . ;t=: 
Werf e::-·- '1f;t o 71 
S~esc~U~z-Abt . ~4~ 

le .~e~b .a~t. (not. ) 7 
Be ob . 1:..i t .(t.bew.) 70 
Uor scr - Abt. 98£3 ( .:~.;.1 frz.) 

1 Kor:po ~ruppe 
H A ': C K 

f,: r.6 ~ .,,,, 
I 305 

ARMllR E S E TI VE 

t.G. 
ps.-Ari.-Rst. B.G. 
ps.-l..l. H.G. 

~o .s tab u . I.) ps.-Pi.-Btl. H. G. 
o.II.) ps.-S.Chr.-A.bt. H.G. 

XIV. 
w~~-.rr . 

L·-:-:n. 
XI 7 . 

1·. :~TI. 

i-~n. 

7.I V. 
XIV. 
XIV. 

L::xvt. 
XIV. 
XIV. + 

~ 
94 

vo - ~eetrl.lyp 518 
I./Pz.Gren.h{;t. 115 
Veret.llocbgeb.Jg .Btl.J(o.2.) 
2./noc}l&eb.Jg.Dtl. 3 
Verst.Hochgeb.Ja .otl.4 
H. 2lak.-Art.Abt. 302 (neu) 
Fla.-Bataillon 501 
E.Pz.Jg.Abt. 590 (ohne 1.) 
L8J1eeecbUtzen-Btl. 686 (o.1.) 
Le.ndeeachUtzen-Btl. 746 (o.1.) 
Ost-Bataillon 556 

·/ JY h. 7.., A Z. f' .--i .. -
' 

XIY. 

~:(BuD) t 

llak.-Bgt . H.G. 
I./11.at.-Rgt. 49 

LIXVI. 
XIV. 
XIV. 
nv. 

tr.Gr.Hauck. 
LXXVI. 
L.~. 

nv. 
LXXVI. 

XIV. 
LXIVI. 
LXIVI. 

nv 

.. 

? 
' 15 

+) • Qocb nicht e~trotten. 



' 

\ 

II~ 
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Korpsgruppe 
B A tJ C X 

Gren oRgt. 576 
Gren.Rgt. 577 
Gren.Hgt. 578 
Art.Hgt. 305 
Div.JUa.Btl.(A.A.) 
Pz.Jg.Abt. 305 
Pionier-Btl.305 
1'fachr.Abt. 305 

Peld-Ers.Btl. 305 

305 

Heerestru~pen; 
2./HochE;e .Jg.Btl. 3 

H.Tr. ; 

Gren.Hgt. 267 
Gren.Hgt. 274 
Gren.Hgt. 276 
Art.'ff8t. 194 
Div.FUs .Btl.(A.A.) 94 
Pz.Jg.Abt. 194 
Pionier-Btl.194 
Nachr.Abt. 194 

Stand vom 4.1.1 S44. 

XIV o 
Ko?Tachrichten-Abt. 60 
Ar t.Kdr. 414 

Pion1er-R6t . Sta~ 604 
P1onier-:3tl ~ 60 
1., 3 ., 4 o/2~u-P1 .Etl. 4)2 
Bau-Pi • ~tl • t, 3 3 
Ges teinsbohr- Xp. 7 
Gesttinstohr-~po 8 
Landts3chtitzen-Jtl. 6C~(o.1. ) 
r ia.-te.tai l l on 501 

p 
I 44 (HuD ) 

Gren.Hgt. 
G:ren . Rgt o 
Gren. Rst . 
Art. Re;t o 
Aufkl.Abt. 
Pz.Jg.Abt o 
Pionier-Btl. 
RachroAbt. 

131 
132 

H.u.D. 
96 
44 
46 
80 
64 

I./Pz.Gren.Rgt . 11 5 
Morger-Abt. 988 ( 22 cm frz.) 
s . Art.Abt. 557 ( 17cmX., 21cm11.) 
) ./~ .Art.Abt . 764 ( 17c:mX.) 
~./Werfer-Rgt. 56 
'.ier : er-R{;t. 71 
Stu":"lllgeschiltz-Abt. 24~ 
BeoboAbt . ( t .bew.) 70 
Teile V~rmess~s-u .Karten-Abt. 

Yo - !!eStrupp 518 
. /h' ?.::. -;',. 41 t :z -. ,,. ., 

T 

573 

O ' O 

I 15 

Geb.Ja .Rgt. 85 
Geb .Jg .Rgt. 100 

Panzer-Abt.115(Stu.Gesch.) 
Pz.Gren.Rgt. 104 
Pz.Gren.Rgt. 129 

Geb.Art. Rgt. 95 
Schnelle Abt. 95 

Geb.Pi.Btl . 95 
Geb .Rachr.Abt.95 

Art.Rgt.(mot.) 33 
P~.A.A. 115 
Pz.Jg.Abt. 33 

Peld-Era.Btl. 194(0.2.) Peld-Era . Btl. 96 Geb.Jg.Peld-Era.Btl.95· 

Pionier-Btl.(aot, ) 33 
Nachr.Abt.(mot.) 999 
B.llak.Art.Abt. 315 
Pz.Gren.Peld-Bra.Btl.33. 

Heereatruppen; 
verst.Hoc~~~~.Jg.Btl.)(0.2.) 

+) • noch Dicht einptrotten • 



Gren.Bgt. 754 
Gren.Hgt. 755 j• 2 Btlne. 
Gren.Hgt. 756 
Art.-Rgt. 334 
DiT.PUa.Btl. 334 
Ps.Ja.Abt. 334 
Piollier-Btl. 334 
Baehr.Abt. 334 

Pel4-Rra.Btl. 334 

Beeru-~R!; 
fera't.l!oc ;: g.BU. 4 

K.Racbrichten-Abt. 476 
Art.Kdr. 476 

Piollier-Rgt.Stab 543 
Bau-P1.-Bt1. 430 
1.u.5./Ld.-Bau-Btl . 9 
Geateinabohr-Kp. 5 
Geateinabohr-Kp. 6 

Art.Hgt.Stab ·z.b.V. 553 
a.Art.Abt. 450 l a.F.B.) 
a . Art.Abt. 451 a .P.H., 10~.) 
B.Ar~.Abt . 733 le.?.H. )(RSO) 
a.Art.Abt. 764 17cmK.)(o.J.) 
I./B.Xtiaten-Art.Rgt. 927 
Werfer-Rgt. 56 ( o.I.) 
le.Beob.Abt.(mot.) 7 

l'allach.Jg.Jl&t. 1 

B.~lak • .lrt.Abt. 302 (neu) 
Verat.WetterZU8 518 

in Zutuhrung 

Panzer-Abt. 10J 
Gren.Hgt. aot. 8 
Gren.Ra~·~•ot. 29 

.lrt.Bgt. (mot.) 103 
Ps.A.A o 103 

Pionier-Btl.(aot.) 3 
Baehr.Abt. (aot.) 3 
B.Plak.-Abt. 312 

Panzer-Abt. 190 
Gren.Rgt.!aot.l 200 Gren.list. aot. 361 
e.J.G.Xp. aot. 190 
Ar't. Hgt. aot. 190 
pz·.A • .l. 190 Co.Stab) 
Ps.Ja.Abt. 190 
Pi.BU.(aot.) 190 
llachr.Abt.(aot.) 190 

Stand vom 4.1.1944. 

Pulser-Hgt. 26 (o.I.) 
Ps.Gra.Jlct. 9 
Ps.Gra.Jlct. 67 

P. • .trt.Bgt. 93 
Ps..t.A. 26 

1allech.Jg.Bct. 3 
l'all•ch~Ja.Bgt. 4 
I.u.III./¥ach.Art.Jlct. 1 
l'allach.K.G.Btl. 1 
lallach.Pz.Ja.Abt. 1 
lallech.h.BU. 1 
Fallech.L.Kachr.Abt. 1 
1./Pallach.Pla.K.G.Btl.. 

Ps.Gren.Pe14-Br8.Btl. 190 

Ps.P1oaie~tl. 93 
Ps.•chr ..l bt. 93 
B~Plak.Art.A'bt. 304 
Ps.Pel4-Bn.Btl. 93 

Lande•.chUtzen-Btl.746(0.1.) 

+) • noch Dicbt eingetroffen. 



' 

A.O.K. 10 
Op•/\rg 42/44. seore' 
COPJ ~ 

!iiis 
1111 cam 101' (coma..sut ot UST Rear ~) 

G-.B.Q· Co&nal An7 19&' _, (l•u l Bn) 
2 BA 3 Re&' Pz Crea Di y Br&D4eabar& 
l Ba SS Police Rep 20 
B.Q. coutr bcl" t.eDDn 
l eo, tooal securu1 Ba 7"6 
B .Q. u4 2 eo1 Collnr &acr' Bil 432 

hciu•r a.gs.at&l S\&tt llO 543 
bgbHr 9ea;im11\&l S\att Jlo 60• 
her Ba 60 
bgr Coutr B1l 430 
1, 3 u4 ' Co1• her Coutr Bil 432 
bp' Coutr Bn 03 
l aDd 5 Co1• Looal Coutr !ID 9 
Root·4rlllua eo1 & 
Roct-4rllltac eo1 a 
RIDOk-4r1111DC CoJ 7 
Rook-4rllllll CoJ 8 

76 Corp9 
l• Corp• 
l<l Corpe 
76 Corpe 
l<l Corpe 
14 Corp• 
76 Corp• 
76 Corpe 
76 Corp• 
l• Corp• 
14 Corp9 

76 eog= 

10 A R II T 

l eo, t.ooal seouru1 Bil 686 
2 COJ rd Replao.-llt Bil lM 
Tk Denro,.r Trg eo1 

A%W¥ Sig 1191\ SO& 
A.A.Def Iaatr all4 Trg CoJ' 

B.Q. Pboto tJait A.o.r. 10 

-

(l Co7 G·H·Q• Aati•Tk Iba &90) 

Q.H.Q. ! R O 0 P S 

AnUl•!'Y 1198'•11\al. 8'att tor Speotal 
Dl»lo,..ll, 1'o 15&3 

117 Ar\J' B1l 450 (b.J' tel ban) 
lb' AftJ' Ba 451 (!a.T td .... 10 Oii pg) 
lf1 Ar\J' Iha 557 ( 17 ca cuaa. 11 • mortar•) 
o.&.Q• AnJ' BD 733 (lt td hon) (caterpillar 

Tractor) 
lf1 AnJ Bil 764 (17 Oii _.) {leaa 3 COJ') 

3 CoJ 117 AnJ Bn 96' 
1 Bil G.&.Q. Coa•t&l AnJ 89&' 917 
Projector a.gi 56 ( l••• l Bil) 
l Ba Projenor a.ct G6 
Projector RBS' 71 
Aaal' Ou Ba 142 
Lt O'bMrY Ba '1 (•ch) 
O'b•n Ba '10 (partl7 m'bll•) 
llonar BD 988 (22 oa Pl'elaoh) 

OOFl!e Grog 

RAU OK 

76 Corpe 
76 Corpe 

'' Corpe l• Corp9 

76 Corp8 
76 Corp9 
14 Corpe 
76 Corp• 
76 Corpe 
14 Corpe 
l• Corpa 
14 Corp8 
76 Corp• 
14 Corp• 
14 Corp9 • 

3M Jilt Dl"f l Para D1"f 3 pz Grell D1T 90 P• Grell J>1T 86 h J>1T 300 lilt D1T 
I 
! 
l 

M lilt Dl"f 
(in trauU) 

ARMY RKSBRVI 

nat 1188' a.o. 

• 

speolAl Bllplo,..u B4• a.a. 
Pa a.ct a.G. 

Pa An1 a.ct a.o. 
Ps S.ooe Ila ... o. 
h bgz6 Ba a.o. 
Pa Ste Ba a.o. 

l Ba nu s.p •• 
Pa 0rn Ract l a.a. (l• .. 11.Q. 

ud l In) 
Pa Orea a.p 2 B.G. (la•• a Ba) 

Poal\loa a1 ot 4 1all "6 

n.u-..n• ot auw1 ud .. w1na Bil &73 
Bllatoro-4 .. teorologtoal PlatOoa 518 
•al•-nl.Oottr 111uunmat Sec 518 
1 a. Pa Oft• •8' ua 
Rllatoroet Bilb aa Rltl• ID S (leaa 2 Co1} 
2 eo, B1ala lfta 11tl• Ba s 

Rllatoroed lll&b lfta llStl• Ba ' 
o.a.Q. nak '"' Ba • <--> 
Aattalreftft 1>9teaoe la eo1 
G.B.Q. Ant-ft Bil 1590 (l•u 1 eor> 
Looal Seou1'J a. IM (l•u l Cor) 
Looal S.ovitJ Ba '" (la•• l CoJ) 
lanen Ba DH 
Det o.a.Q. .A.1R1-n a. uo 

lt gona 

14 Corpa 
,, Corpe 
14 Corpe 
14 Corpe 
141 Ccrpa 
Corp• Group 

Haut 

'' Corpe 76 Corpe 
1"4 Corpe 
76 Co!"p9 
14 Corp• 

'' 0orp8 
'' Corpe l• Corpe 

!p P1 Orep Ply 



. ' 

G.B.Q.. Troops: 

~ ID.t Di• 

Ona 818' 754 (Two Bu) 
Gna 818' 7DO (Two Bu) 
Ona 818' 7'6 (Two Bu) 
AnJ a.gt 334 
DlT he Bil 334 
Aa'i·Tk Ba 334 
hp' Bil 334 
Sil Bn 334 

o.a.g. TrooR!: 

811Dtoroe4 B18b lfta 
lltl• Bil " 

Corpe Sii Bil ''6 
B.Q. Ai'1 COlld 476 

Ar\111•1'7 RegiMllta.l Matt 

/ 

! ngim er RegiMDtal Statt ~ 
l agr Con.etr B.n 430 tor Special laplo,.ent Ro &53 

ff7 A.rt7 Bil eo (h1 td hon) 

Poet Uon •• ot 4 1an "" 

l and 5 Co7a loesl. Cone'tr Bll 9 
Rook-drilling Co7 5 
Rook-drlll111g Co1 6 

ff7 ArtJ Bn ~l {h7 td !M>w, 10 • pu) 
G.H.Q· Arty B11 733 (1' td bowa) (C.wrplll•r traotor) 
ff1 ArtT Bn 764 (17 ca pu) (le .. ~ Co,) 
1 Bn G.R.Q. Coastal Art1 S.gt 917 

l Para DiT 

Para Regt 1 
Para Regt 3 
Para Regt • 

Projector Blgt 56 (l••• l Ba) 
Lt Obaen Bil '1 (•ch) 
o.a.Q. flu Art7 Bil 302 (nn) 
Retntoroed Meteorological Pl 518 

3 Pa l:aDh ha it) 

Pz Bil 10I 
Gren llcll (•oh) 
Grell ll&t 19 (•ch) 

90 Pz Gna D1 T 

Pz Bn 190 
Gren Regt 200 (•ch) 
Oren Regt 361 (•ch) 

l an4 3 Bu Para ArtJ Regt l Art7 11.-103 (•ch) 
Para JI.a. Bil l Pz Reooe la 103 

BT Int Gull Co7 190 (•ab) 
Art7 Regt 190 (•ab) 

Para Anti•Tk Bn l 
Para bgr Bn l 
Para Sig Bn l 
l Co7 Para Ant iaircratt 

Detenoe 11.0. Bn 

ED81" Ba I (Moh) 
Sig Ba 3~oh) 
a.a.~. "11* Bn 312 

Pz Reece Bn 190 (l••• 8.Q.) 
Anti-Tk Bn 190 (•ab) 
Sig Bn 190 (•ch) 

11 lf PIT 

Pa 1111' la (leu l la) 
PaGNaltC'• .......... ., .... , ... ........... ......... 
Pa ll1B1 ta 
o.a.Q. nu '"' a. 306 

Pz Grell ld Raplaown la 190 Pa N •,iaumrn la ti 

tooal Seovlt1 Bn 746 
(l••• l CoJ) 

o.a.q. Utl·ft 1a HD 
ci..a 1 ao,> 



... 

.. 

G.a.q,. Troops: 

334 Int Di• 

Gren Re&' '154 (Two Baa) 
GND Regt '1&5 (Two Bna) 
Orea Regt 756 (Two Baa) 
ArtJ Regt 334 
Dt., rue BD 334 
Aat1-'l'k BD 334 
BDP' Ba 334 
Stg Ba 334 

14 Rllplsce•nt Bil 334 

o. B .Q,. Troops: 

Rlltntoroecl Higb lltll 
R1tle Bn 4 

1& Pa corp• 

Corpe Sii Bn ''6 
H.Q. Ai-SJ Comd 476 

Position aa of 4 1aa 4" 

Engimer Regmental Staff 543 
!ngr Conatr Bn 430 
l and 5 Cora l ocs1 Constr Bil 9 

Art Ulery RegiMlltal Statt 
tor Special l:aplo,..nt Ro 553 

H1 ArtJ ~1l ~o (h1 fd howa) 

Rock-dr1ll1ng CoJ 5 
Rook-drilliag Co1 6 

l Para Di• 

Pare. bgt 1 
Pare. hgt 3 
Pare. Regt " 
l and 3 Bu Para Arty R9gt 
Para Jl.G. Bil l 
Pare. ADti-Tk Bil l 
Para Bngr Bn l 
Para Sig Bn l 
1 Coy Para Antiaircraft 

Defence M.G. Bn 

Looal SecurU1 Bn '746 
(l••• l Co1) 

H1 ArtJ Bil 451 (hJ fd bon , 10 ca pu) 
G.H.Q· Arty Bn 733 (U fd ho•) (Caterpill•r traotor) 
BJ ArlT Bn '164 (1'1 cia gwaa) (l.eaa 3 CoJ) 
l Bn G.H.Q. Coastal ArtJ Rig\ 91f 
Projector Beg\ 56 (lee• 1 Ba) 
Lt Obaen BD '1 (•ch) 
G.B.Q· Flak Arty Bn 302 (nn) 
Reinforced Meteorological Pl 518 

3 Ps91M DiY 90 Pz Grea D1Y 
hn , ... uT 

Pz Bn 103 Pz Bn 190 
Gren 888' 8 (•ch) Gren Regt 200 (•ch) 

Gren 88&' II (•ch) Gren Regt 361 (•ch) 
BJ Int Gun CoJ 190 (•oh) 

l Arty 88&' 103 (Mch) Arty Regt 190 (•oh) 

Pz Reece Ill 103 Pz Race• BD 190 (l••• B.f:l.) 
Anti-Tk Bn 190 (Moh) 

Engr BD 3 (Mob) Sig Bn 190 (mach) 

Sig Bil 3 (•ob) 
G.H.9,• nit Bn 312 

16 Ps Di• 

Ps RIP 26 (l•u l Ba) 
Ps On• Blp' 
Ps Ona Rip '' 

Pa An1 RIC' P 
Pa IHOe Ba 26 

Ps hp Ba 13 
Pa s11 Bn ta 
O.B.f:l. flat AnJ la ~ 

pz Gren ld ReplaaeMat Ba 190 Ps fcl •piaoemn la ts 

G.B.Q. Aal't•Tt Ba Ito 
(leH l CoJ) 



Anla1• zu A .o .It. 10 - Ia/Id rsr. 2 63/ 44 t> ~·uctt . 
~; Aus.t ertiuUJl8 . 

m.l.Kdt. 1017 (Ioruck). 

H.KUaten-Art.ff6t. 927(0.I.) +++ 
I./SS-Pol.Rgt. 20 
Fi.-Bau-Stab Lenort 
LandeeechUtzen-Btl. 746 
Stab u. 2./Bau-Pi.-Btl. 432 

Pi. -si~b Lane1~l Beoa~l 

ArI..ee-Nechr .Rgt. 508 
Stubs-Bild-Abt . / . • O.K.10 + 
Fla-Lehr-u. Ausbil dgs .Kp. 

10 

Pz . Zeri: tc2'0?r-Lehr .Kp. 
{1./H.Pz.Jg.Abt.590) 

2./Feld-Ers .Btl. 194 
1./L~ndeas cblitzen-Btl. 686 

I~ 
Hoh.Art.Kdr.)16 

Pionier-Rgt.Stab 543 
Pionier-Rgt.Stab 604 
Bau-Pi.-BU. 430 
1., J .,4./Bau-Pi.-Btl. 432 
Bau-Pi.-BU. 433 

LXXVI. 
XIV. 

LXXVI. 

H E E R I S T R U P P E N • 

Dau-Btl ·ii tal • i 105 Bau-Btl. ital. 111 
Bau-Btl. ital. 135 

LAXVI. + 
L.UVI. 
LXXVI. + 

Gren.B&t.(mot.) 8 ( 3.Ps.Gren.D1Y.) XIf. 
Pa.A.A. 103 ( 3.Pa.Oren.DiY.) llf. 
II./;.Bgt.Brandenburg LIXVI. 

5 ./Ld .-Bau-B tl. 9 
Geeteinabohr-Kp. 5 
Gesteinabohr-Kp. 6 
Gesteinabohr-Kp. 7 
Gesteinabohr-Kp. 8 
Hochgeb.-Fi.-Kp. 818 
Ost-Bataillon 412 
Ost-Bataillon 555 
Ost-Bataillon 556 
Oat-Bataillon 616 
Oet-Bataillon 620 

XIV. 
XIV. 

LXXVI. 
LXXVI. 
LllVI. 

XIV. 
XIV. 
XIV. 

L."<XVI. + 
LXXVI. 
LXXVI. 

XIV. 
XIV. 

Art.-Rgt.-Stab z.b.V. 553 
II./Art.Rgt o 3 ( ) .Pz.Gren.Div.} 
I./Pz.Art.Rgt.93(1. 12.,7.Battr.} 

\26 . Pz.Di Vo} 
a.Art.Abt. 557 ( 17cmK.,21cmlt.) 
H.Art.Abt. 733 ( le.P.R.)(RSO} 
I./H.Ktisten-Art.~4t. 927 
i~oreer-Abt. 988 ( 22cm frz.} 
Werfer-Rgt. 71 
Sturmgeschtita-Abt. 242 
le.Beob.Abt .(mot.) 7 
Beob.Abt.(t.bew.) 70 
Beob.Abt.{t.bew.) 71 

LXXVI. 
XIV. 

LXXVI. 
XIV. 

LXXVI. 
LXXVI. +++ 

XIV. 
XIV. 
XIV. 

LXXVI. 
XIVo 
XIV. + 

~:Cuan) 

Verat.Bocbl•b.Jg.Btl. 3 XIf. 
Veret.Hoq1b.Jg.BU. 4 '·~ ~/'· -6 • .t;..; LUYI. 
II.u.III./P•·Rat. B.G.(Ps.D1Y.B.o.) XIY. 
Pz. Elnea u-lp. 1:&1lan4 LXlfI. 
H.Plak.-Art.Abt. 302(Deu) i.un. 
Pla-Ba ta11lon 501 n•. 
J .~.J>a.JcuA~i. 525 -U.-. 
B. a.Jg.A t. 590 ( obne 1.) L'JCIYI. 
LandeaaohUtsen-Btl. 686 (ohne 1.) XIV. 
1./Yel"ll•••Ullis-u.Karten-Abt.(mot.)573 XIV. 
Yerat. t:etterzui 518 LUYI. 
Yo - t:eawpp 510 _ UY. 
A.J .e,, '1 ~/#~·/; ~- ~ ~ 
~ti l'/.l'(. ,Nf( / J. fj ~ ~--) C-r~H 

+) • uoob Jd,clat e111&9'trot:f•. 

++) • z. It• J .h.llaolt.Korpe utera tell t. 



Gra.B&'C• 267 
Gren.B&t• 274 
ora.B~rt. 276 
Art.Bat• 194 
D1T.Plla.Btl.(A.A.) 94 
Pa.Jg.Abt. 194 
Pionier-Btl. 194 
ftachr.Abt. 194 

leld-Ere.Btl.194(0. 2.) 

Heereetnippen; 

Stand TOil 1.2.1944. 

K.Nachl'ichten-Abt.60 
Art.Kdr. 414 

P1onier-Hg1i.~ te.b '604 
1.,-1).,4./Bau-Pi.-Btl. 432 
Bau-P1.-Btl. 433 
Hochgeb.-P1.-Kp. 818 
Gesteinabohr-Kp. 7 
Gesteinsbohr-Kp. 6 
LandeeechUtzen-Btl.686(0.1.) 
Oat-Bataillon 616 
Oat-Bataillon 620 

Gren.Hgt. 191 
Gren.Hgt. 194 •+ 
Gren.Hgt. 211 
Art.Hgt. 171 (II.,III., 11.,1 2 . ++) 
Div.FUe.Btl.(A.A.) 171 ++ 
Pz.Jg.Abt o 171 ++ 
Pionier-Btl. 171 -t+ 
Rachr. Abt. 171 

Peld-Era.Btl. 171 ++ 

II.u.III./Pz ~ttgt. H.U.(Pz.Div.H.G.) 
Pz.A.A. 103 ( ) . Pz.Gren.JJiv.) 
lla-Bataillon 501 
a.Art.Abt. 557 ( 17cmK., 21cmr.t. ) 
t:oreer-Abt. 986 ( 22cm 1'rz. ) 
'.,'errer-Rsto 71 
S'turm-OeeohUtz-Abt. 242 
Beob.-Abt.(t.bew.) 70 
Beob.-Abt.(t.bew.) 71 
J./HwPe1Jg1~~ta 52~ 
1./Vermeaswiga-u.Karten-Abt.(mot.) 573 
v0 - ~eBtrupp 518 

+ 

~:HuD) 
Gren.Hgt. 
Gren.Rgt. 
Gren.Hgt. 
Art.Rst• 
Aufkl.Abt. 
Pz.Jg.Abt. 
Pi oni er-B tl • 
Nacbr.Abt. 

131 
132 

134(H.u.D.) 
96 
44 
46 
80 
64 

Feld-Ere.Dtl. 96 

Geb.Jg.Rct• 85 
Geb.Jg.Rgt. 100 

Geb.Art.Rgt. 9
5
5 

Aufkl.Abt. 8 
Pz.Jg.Abt. 85(ia9melie4e··ne) 
Geb.Pi.Btl. 95 
Geb.Nachr.Abt. 95 

Geb.Jg.Feld-Era.Btl. 95 

veret.Hoc~eb.Jg.Btl. 3 
Gren.Rgt.(aot.) 8 ( 3.Ps.Gren.Div.) 
II./Artl.Bst.(aot.) 3(J.Ps.Gren.Div.) 

t,; 
Panaer-A bt. 190 ++ Panzer-Ab 129 (Stu.Gesch.) 

Gren.Rg••tt.) 15 

PaD .. r-Abt. 115 (uw..Ge•oi.) 
Ps.Gren.Rct• 104 S1ab1I./u.11./ ++) 

Gren.Rgt.lmot.l 200 (II . ++) 
Gren.Ret. mot. 361 
a.J.G.~p. mot. 190 
Art.Rgt. mot. 190 (III. ++ ) 
Pz.A.A. 190 (ohne Stab) 
Pz.Jg.Abt. 190 
P1on1er-Btl.(mot.) 190 
Nachr.Abt. (mot.) 190 

Pz.Gren.Feld-Ers.Btl. 190 ++ 

Gren.R&t• t.) 71(II. ++) 

Art.Hgt• t. ) 29 
pz.A•A• 129 ++ 

F1onier-B 29 
Nachr•Ab'S 29 
H.Plak•Ar 313 ++ 

Pa.Oren.Hgt. 115 nea) 

33( 1./~.11./ ++) 
115 
33 
33 

999 
315 
33 

+) • DOch llicbt ein&•trotta. 

++) • z.zt. I. Fall&cb•Xorpe witerwtellt. 

+++) • 1iak't1.a h oaar 'bei Jtaaptbandlungen 
Wl4 c -a1s waterawllt. 



• 

Sperrverband Bode 
Gren.Rat. 576 

II./ Art.Hgt. 305 
Div.FUe.Btl.(A.A.) 305 

1./Feld-Ere.Btl. 305 

Heereatruppen: 

H. Tr.: 

Stand vom 1.2.1944 
' 

~VI . 
K. nachrichten- Abt . 476 

l i on1 o -H~ t ~ .:i t~ .., 

5uu-Pi.-Btl. 430 
7 ./Ld.-Bau-Dtl. 9 
Gesteinsbohr-Kp. 5 
Gesteinsbohr-Kp. 6 
Oa t-Bc. tail lon 
Ost-Ba taillon 
Ost-Bu taillon 
Tiau- Bntaillon litcl ~ 
Beu-Batai llon ital: 
ilau-Da taillon 1 tel. 

543 

412 + 
555 
556 
105 + 
p1 
135 + 

Gren.Hgt . 754 
Gren .Rat. 755 
Gren. Rg t. 7 5 6 
Art. Rgt. 334 
Div • .D'Ue. Btl - (A . A.) 334 
Pz .Jg.Abt. 334 
P1on1er-Btl. 334 
Nuchr.Abt. 334 

.Fel d-Era .Btl. 334 

verst . Hochgeb . Jg . Btl. 4/ •• L" ? , .. , 

II./J . Rgt . Brandenburg 
I./ H.Ki.ietet - Art. !lgt. 927 
le.Beob .Abt . (mot.) 7 
H.Fl&k.-Art.hbt. 302 (neu) 
B.Pz.Jg.Abt. 590 ( olne 1.) 
2. /Hochgeb .Jg.Btl. 3 
Pz. cinsa tz-Kp. !.iailand 
VersJ •1.:e tterzug 518 
.//~ /1 Ill /l'S-(/S %_fl' · X ",.) 

Gren.R8t• 
• Gren.Hgt. 

Art. Rgt. 

Pz.Jg.Abt. 
Pionier-Btl. 
Nachr.Abt. 

Feld- Ers .Btl. 

577 
578 

305(ohne II.) 

305 
305 
305 

305(ohne 1 • ) 

.... 

Pallsch.Jg.Rgt. 1(Stab u.III./++) 
Pe.lloch.Jg.R£t. 3 
Fellech.J~.P.gt. 4 
1.u.III./Fall~ch.Art.B&t. 1 
P'cllach.U .G .Btl. 1 ++ 
Fallsch.Pz.Jg.Abt. 1 
FnllEah.Fi.Btl. 1 
Fnllsch.L.Nachr.Abt. 1 
1 ./Fc. lle ch .Pla .1~. G .B tl • 

I./Pz.Artl.Rgt 93 (1., 2 .,7tBattr~ Art.Rgt.Sab z.b.V. 553 
(26.Pz.Div.) B.Artl.Abt. 733(le.r.H.)(RSO) 

+) • noch nichi •iDB•troffen. 

++J • z.zt. I.Pallacb.~orpa unteretelli. 

+++) .. takti•oh m&r be1 ICampf'haDdlwapa 
u.nd nreorguqamliiig uarawllt. 



' 
• 

A.o.x. lO 
Opa/trg 363/"' secret 
COPJ 33 

!.£· 
Mil 0094 1017 (Comandant A.rrq Rear Area) 

t}.B.Q• Coaa~l A.rtJ R•gt 927 (leaa l Bil) m 
~ Bil SS Polio• Regt 20 
s.Q. cosaatr tDcr Lenort 
Looal seouritJ Bn 7"6 
B .Q. ud 2 Co1 Cona~r BDgr BD 432 

KncS••r Regtaental Start llo 543 
b&iM•r Regt.-11tal S\att .. 604 
bgtneer Coutr Bn '30 
l, 3 u4 4 CoJ• bar Coutr BD <&32 
gngr eon.tr BD "33 
& eo1 Local seourtt1 Bil 9 
Rook-drilling Co7 5 
Rook-drilling Coy 6 
Root-drilling COJ 7 
Root-dr1ll1DC Co1 8 
Bigb MtD ln&r co1 818 
Eastern Bn "12 
Eaatern Bil 555 
Eastern Bil 556 
laet•rn BA 616 
Eaatern Bn ~20 

'16 Corpe 

334 Int Dh' 305 tilt Di T 

•) not 1•t arrhed 

76 Corp• 
14 Corpa 
76 Corp• 
14 Corps 
14 Corp• 
76 Corp• 
76 Corp• 
76 Corpe 
14 Corp• 
14 Corp• 
14 Corp• 
76 Corp• • 
'76 Corpa 
'76 Corp• 
14 Corp• 
14 Corp• 

l Para DlT 

at pre .. nt under oo-nd ot l Para Corpe 

10 ARMY 

H.Q. Cenenl ot Bn&11111ers Be•••l 
Ar-., Sig Regt 508 

Tk n.etro19r 'rrg Co7 

H.Q. Pboto Ullit A.o.x. 10 • 
(l co1 o.H.Q· ADti-Tt Bu 590) 

2 Co7 P4 Replaoeaent Bn 194 
A·A· Det Iutr an4 Trg CoJ l eo1 t.ocal seour1t1 Bn 686 

Coutr Bn (Ital) 105 
Coutr Bil (Ital) lll 
Coutr Bn (Ital) 135 

o.s.9. T R o o P s 

Artlll•rJ Bilgimntal Start tor s~oial 
-.p10,..n.t Ro 553 

2 Bn A.rtJ Regt 3 (3 h Gren DiT) 
l BD Pa A.rt7 Regt 93 (l, 2 UMl 7 MJ•) 

(26 Ps DiT) 
HT Art7 Bn ~'7 (1'7 oa gun.a, 21 oa mortar•) 
G.B.Q• ArtJ Bn '733 (lt td bolra) 

(Caterpillar Tractor) 
l Bn o.s.Q. Coastal A.rtJ Rect 927 
Mortar Bil 988 (22 oa French) 
Projector Regt '71 
Aal t OWl Bil 242 
Lt ObMn Bn (Moh) ,, 
ObHrt' Bn (panlJ 110b1le) 'PO 
Obaen Bn (partlJ mobile) '11 

'76 Corp• • 
'16 Corpe 
'16 Corpe • 

76 Corpe 

14 Corpe 

76 Corpe 
14 Corp• 
.76 Corpe 

'76 Corpe m 
14 Corp• 
14 Corp• 
14 Corp• 
'76 Corpe 
14 Corpe 
14 Corps • 

K In.t DiT '11 In.t DiY II " ln.t DiY (B and D) 5 lltn DiT 
~ 

a) ... , under 10 A.nlf: 
a) tactically in oaa• ot tlgbting operatioaa 
b) tor eupplJ at all tlm• 

• 

Position as ot l l•b 44 

!mi· 
"Rip.er Artz c~n.cl•r" 316 

Oren Regt (•cb.I 8 (3 Pa Gren DlT) 
Pz Reece Bn 103 (~ Ps Gren Dh) 
2 Bil 3 Reg\ Bru4enbVg 
Reilltoroed High lftn Rine BJl ~ 
Relntoroed ll1gb Mtn Ritl• Bn 4 

(le•• B.Q., 2, ~ and 4 Co7a) 
2 and 3 Bu pz Regt B.G. (Pz DiT B.G.) 
Pz Replao .. nt Co1 llila.n 
G.H.Q. Plak Artr Bil 302 (new) 
A.A.net Bil DOl 
G.s.Q. Alltl-Tk Ill 590 (leas l Co1) 
Local Secur1t1' Bn 696 (le•• l eo,.) 
l eo, SUrw1 aD4 Ila pp lag Bil (•oh) 5'73 
Rellltorced •teorologloal Pl 518 
Muzzle Ve loci t7 Maaaure•n.t Seo 518 
H.Q., 2, Sand 4 CoT• Bigb Mtn 8n 4 
l Co1 Pz Reece ID 11!5 (15 Pz Gren Dh) 

14 Con• 

90 Pa Grell D1T 29 Pa Oren DiT 

, . 

14 Corpe 
14 Corpe 
76 Corp8 
14 Corpe 
'76 Corpe 

14 Corpe 
'76 Corp8 
76 Col'J)a 
14 Corpe 
76 Corpe 
14 Corp8 
14 Corpa 
'76 Corpe 
14 Oorpa 
14 Corpt1 
'76 Corpe 



• 
Poe1Uon •• ot 1 hb "6 

l• h eog: 
Corpe Sig Bil 60 
AnWH'J Comuder "14 

94 Int DiT 

Gren Regt 267 
Gren Regt 274 
Gren Regt 276 
A.rt7 Regt 194 

G.B.Q. Troopa: 

DiT Pua Bn (Reece Bn) 94 
Anti-Tk Bil 194 
Bngr Bn 194 
Sig Bn 194 

Fd Replaoe .. nt Bn 194 (less 2 Co1) 

G.a.q.. Troops: 

:&nclmer Regt.-nta.l start 1lo 604 
1, 3 and 4 eo,. IDgr Coutr Bil "32 
bgr' Coutr Bil ~ 
Higb lltn bcr eo, 818 
Rock-drtllt11g CoJ ' 
Rook-drllll11g eo, 8 
Local Securtt1 Bn 686 (leas l Co7) 
Eastern Bil 616 
&astern Bn 620 

'11 Int Di., a 

Gren Regt l 91 
Gren Regt 194 a 
Gren Regt 211 
A.rt7 Regt 171 (2 and 3 Bna, 

ll and 12 Bt7a D) 
Di• P'Ua Bn (Reece Bn) 171 .. 
Anti-Tk Bn 171 .. 
Xngr Bil 171 D 

Sig Bn 171 
Fd Replaoe•nt Bil 171 D 

90 Pz Gren Di• 29 Pz Gren Di• 

Pz Bn 190 u Pz Bn 129 (A.alt Gull) 
Gren Regt (•ch) 15 

2 aAd 3 Bu h a.ct B.Q. (h DiT B.G.) 
Pa Reooe Bil 103 ( 3 h Grea D1 •) 
A.A.Dat Bil ~l 
~ An1 Bil "' (17 oa pu, 21 oa mortar•) 
llonar Bil 988 (22 oa French) 
Projector a.ct '11 
A.alt OWl Bn 242 
ObMn Bn ( partl7 molatl•) 70 
Obaen Bn (partl7 m>btle) 71 a 
1 Co7 Bun•J and llappldg Bn (•ch) 5'13 
llu&sl• VelooitJ Mea.ure .. nt Seo 518 

44 Int Di• (B. and D.) 5 lltn DlT 

Gren Rest 131 
Gren R9gt 132 
Gren Rest 134 (H and D) 
Art7 Regt 96 
Reece Bil 4-t 
Antl-Tk Bil '6 
1!ngr Bn 80 
Sig Bn 64 

Fd Replao ... nt Bil 96 

H.Q. 2, 3 and 4 Co1a High lltn Rit'le Bn 4 

15 Pz Gren Di T 

Pz Bn 115 (A.alt Gun) 

lltn Rifi• Blst ~ 
lltn Rifi• Regt 100 

lltn ArtJ Regt 95 
Reece Bil ~ 
Anti-Tic Bn ~ 
11t n Bqr Bil 9l5 
lltll Sig Bn 95 

lltn Ritle I'd Replao ... nt BD 95 

Reinforced Hlgb Mtn Ritle Bn 3 
Gren Regt (mech) 8 (3 Pz Gren Di•) 
2 Bn Art1 Regt ( .. ob) 3 

(3 Pz Gren Di•) 

Gren Regt (•ch) 200 (2 Bn D) 
Gren Regt (•cb} 361 Gren Regt (•ch) '11 ( 2 Bn o) 

Pz Gren Regt 104 (B.Q., 1 and 2 Bu a) 
Pz Gren Regt ll5 (new) 

•) not yet arri•ed 

HT Int Gun Co1 (•ch) 190 
Arty Regt (1118cb) 190 (3 Bn a ) 
Pz Reece Bn 190 (less H.Q.) 
A.nti-Tll: Bn 190 
Engr Bn (mecb) 190 
Sig Bn (aecb) 190 

Pz Gren l"d Replacement Bn l 90 u 

n) at present under command or l Para Corps 

IUOl} under 10 >.J:Tq: 
a) tacticali, in case or tigbting operations 
b} for suppl7 at all t11118a 

Art1 Regt (•ch) 29 
Pz Reece Bn 129 .. 

Kngr Bn (•cb) 29 
Sig Bn ( .. cb) 29 
G.B.Q· Flak Arty Bil 313 El 

Arty Regt (•ch) 33 (1 and 2 B11• a) 
Pz Reece Bn 115 (lesa 1 Co1) 
Pz AnU-Tk Bn 33 
Engr Bn ( .. ch) 33 
Sig Bn (•ch) 999 
G. H .Q. na11: Arty Bil 31~ 
Pz Gren Fd Replao ... nt Bn 33 



• 

• 

hc1n.er R9gi.Mlltal matt No 543 
bgr Connr Bn 430 
5 Co7 Local Securit7 Cou\r BD 9 
Rook-drilltac Co7 5 
Roolt-4r1ll1ag Co7 6 
!aatern Bn "12 • 
laatern Bn ~ 
Saetern BA &56 
Coutr 8ll (Ital) 105 • 
Coutr Bn (Ital) ill 
Conatr Bn (Ital) 135 • 

334 Int DiT 
Blookt!I rormtlon "Bode• 

Orea 198' 576 
Oren Reg\ 754 
Gren Reg\ 755 
Gren Reg\ 756 
An7 Rag\ 334 2 Bil ""' Rip ~ 

DlT Pu Bia (Reece BD ) 305 

o.a.g,. Troop: 

Dh Pua Bn (Reco• Bn ) ~ 
Ant1-Tk Bil 334 
lngr Bn 334 
Sig Bn 534 

14 Replao ... nt Bn 33• 

76 ooz:p• 

Re 1ntoroed Blgb Jltn Ritle Bil 4i 
(leaa B.Q., 2, 3 and• COJI) 

-> uder 10 Ara,r: 
•) taotlcallJ in C&M ot tichti.Dc operatiou 
b) tor nppl7 at all ti.ea 

Poaitton •• ot l Feb 44 

2 Bn 3 Regt Brandenburg 
l Bn G.H.Q. Coutal ArtJ' Reg\ 92f ._ 
Lt Obaen Bn (•ch) 'I 
G·H .Q. llat Art7 Bn 302 (MW) 
G.B.Q. A.nt1-Tk BD 590 (lees l Co7) 
2 Coy High lltll Ritle Bil 3 
Pz Replao••llt CoJ' Nilan 
R•1ntoroed lleteorologioal Pl 018 
1 Co1 Pz Reece Bn 115 (15 pz Greza DlY) 

305 In.f DiT 

Gren Regt 577 
Gren Regt 578 

Art7 Rag\ ~ (leN I Ba) 

Anti-'l'k Bil 30S 
Bngr Bil JOG 
Slg Bil 305 

Fd Replao ... nt BD 306 (1••• 1 CoJ) 

l Bn Pz Art7 Reg\ 93 (1, I u4 ' 
Bt7e) (26 Pa DiY) 

1 Paa J>ly 

PUa Bagi l (B.Q. ud 3 Ill a) 
JIU& lagt 3 
Pan last' 
1 ... 3 Bu Pan AnJ Rep 1 
PUa 1.0 ... l -
Pan Aati-Tk Ba 1 
PUa lacl' Iha 1 
Para Sig la 1 
1 Co7 Para A.4. D9t •• G. la 

Al'till•rr 11.S-DUJ. siatt tor 
Spedal -io,..t llo llN 

G.&.Q. AnJ Ba ,. (lt t4 ._, 
(Caterplllel' Tftnol') 




