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1. 'l'hia report replaoes m.etor1cal Ott1oer 
c.M.,H.Q.. R•port No. 124. Like the earlier report it 4sal• 
with the prinoipal moans by whioh personnel ot th• Ouadian 
~ overseas obtain d pe11.odm ot home eer.1o• ta, or laa11e 
to Canada" The Report 1s· d1T14ed into tive seotiona aa 
tollowa: 

(a) Oompassionate R tum and LeaT• to o·anada 

( b) Pr190ner ot w~ Esoort De aohllente 

( o) Return ot Iut;ruotora to CanadG. 

( 4) Rotation Duty mld Leave to Canad 

( ) Total Person.uol returned to Cene.da 

A.Part from a few minor deletions and add1t1one~ otione (a), 
(b), and ( c) have b~•• inoludecl & originally dratted tor 
Report No. 124. The balanoe ot the report cl scribes polloy 
ohangoa wh1oh ooourred subs quent to the oomplet on ot the 
c~M.H.Q. report and further tatietioal data. · 

COMPASSIONA'f'E RETURN Am> LEAVE TO CANADA 

2. '!'he problem of oom.pusioaate loaYo to Oanada 
tor tami.l.y or btu.dneee reasons Gl'OSet within tow months of 
the rrival ot the Canadian troope oTwseas. A• early 
15 Feb 40. 1~3-Gea (1 ter Lt--Gen) B.D G., Creru, Selllor 
Otrioer, c .. M.Jl. Q. ~ took th• matter up th H.Q. l C4n Di•. 
Ho pointed out that eral ou@s b.a4 already co e ~o b.1• 
attention and exprssaecl the v ew the.t the !WJ!lber ot the•• 
oa11ee wu bound to incroas s the time ot msparation troa 
hom9 life grew longere Be suggest04 th reto:r6' that at•pe 
should be taken to lq down ra dGtinite polio,y with regard. 
to the return ot 1ndividuala to Canada on ooinpaasionate 
grounds, pointing out that it w easential that 8D1' polioT 

opted should consider both the quostione ot temporar7 
leave for a maximum ot four month•o u4 permanent return ~o 
Can da for dispos&l ot the peraonnel. oonoerned (C oM .. B.Q~ 
tile l9/0ompa.11siona·te/l: Ge Cre:rar to H"Q.. l C4D. Div, 15 
Feb 40) o In. tho ease ot otfioers an4 Warrant Ot:tioers, 
Olaes 1, General Cr.re telt; 'th t oompus1onate lea•• might 
be granted at the indivirlue.lts xpens.. Shoul.4 the ground.a 
on wll1oh the lea•• migh be grantet warrant permanent •tq 
in o ad , consi4eration wouJ.4 then be giyen to th question 
of a retund for transportationo The zaetl.l1'!l to Canada in ths 
ouo ot otheJr nm.ks (and 1p<Doial oae•a of ottioer1) voul.4 b 
at Govemm.ent exP•nse. In every iutanoe th sol41or woul4 
be struck oft strength the Canadian u., OYeraeaa (1b14)~ 
Thi policy was approved bf H.Qo 1 0411 Div (1b14 AoA; 6 
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Q.M.G., ~o s.o., C.MoH.Q.~ l Mar 40), and was submitted tio 
Ottawa on ; Mal' 40 (ibid: s.o., C.M.H.q. to Seorotar7a 
Department or Nationir"lTet nee). . 

3. A oar•tul ezQID1n.ation ot th• pertiD.ent A.H.Q.. 
and o.M.H.Q,. tiles d1d not reveal Whether th• polioy outlln•4 
above was ofi'ioial.11'. au.thoriz d by D .N .D. NoTerth•l••• 1 ti 
wouJ.4 app.r that all oas s ot oom,passionate leave wh1oh 
ocourced dlU"iD.g 1940 and earl.J' 1941 were goTcm&Cl by the 
principles suggested by General Orear. 

4. In September 1941, however, the prevailing 
pollo;y was reviewed at o .M.H. Q,.. The question ot eompaas1on
ate lee.Te was then under disouaeion. at O.ttawa where it was 
propos9d to issue a routine order on this matter applying 
to the troops 1n Canada. Thia order, O.A.R.o. 114..5, wae 
publish.eel on 24 oot 41. It laid down th t 41aohargee would 
only be oonsidere4 in oases where extreme hardah1p would be 
oaused to the soldier oonoerned by his retention in the &r'JD7o 
In this oonneotion 1t must be aaoertained that the oiroum
stanoe11 had ohe.nge4 aiD.00 enlistment, aad th t suoh ohang• 
oould not have been foreseen t the time ot enllstmeat 3 1t 
the discharge was ~equezt 4 on t1Dano1al groanda, it would b• 
neoea13ary to demonstrate tha~ the soldier had made ner7 
effort to alleT1ate the oond1tion. The apJ>l1cation must ooa ... 
taia all available information md must be Noommended b7 thG 
Oftioer commanding ot the unit, an4 the Geners.l or Distriot 
Ottioer Commanding oonoernGd. 

,5. Subsequently-, a similar order u p bllsh 4 
overseaso This as overaeas R.O. 1156, 24 Oot 41, publishe4 
un.der the heading "Return and L0 :ve to Canad on Oompus1on
ate G:roundsl'i. 

6. Tb.is order set forth the o nd11'1011.e under· which 
applioations tor oompassion to return or leave to Oena4a 
\VOu.ld be oons1dere4. It etatod that leave would be grant.a. 
"onl1 1n very- exoeptional case 8 an not ordinarily at pubUo 
expe:naeo ·Any QPplioat1on would r quirS:tbe reoommen4at1on 
Of I 

( fA ) . 0 .c 0 unit 

(b) In the case of l,UUt wider Corps: the 
Divisional ·Commander and H.Q,. corps o 

(o) In the oas of' un1ta under c.B.tJ.: the 
OommantJ.er Canadian Bease Units. 

(ti) In the case of units under Cua411m !orest~J' 
c~rpa; the command r, c.F.c. · 

Detai .. s would then be set to Ottawa, and D.N .D. would be re~• 
queet~d to oarr7 out an 1nveet1gation with a view to aub
stenti.ating thGl taots as outlined by th• e.ppl1ou.te 

7 o . · ftis prooedure wu followed throughout 1'4211 
It appears, however, to have oaueed eome d1ssatiafao$1on 
owing to the time talc<m t~ c:omplote each oe.se. On ;o oot 42• . 
the D.-Ao 4 Q,.M.G., :rirat Cdn Army, wrote to c.M.H.Q. ... poillting 
out tl.\at it took tro?ll two tc thr e months to'!: a deoisioa 1iO 
be reaohed by D.B.D. as to whether o1roWll8tanoea wari:'anted 
return (ibid: 30 Oct 42) •. In November 1942 1n response to 
numerous reii'iiD.ders regarding delays ia inTes~1ga.tions~ D.H.Do 
pointed out tha Tuious 41tt1ou.lt1es in the wa7 ot obta1zaiDg 
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neooseey information, but stated that a apecial . •••tioa ha.4 
been. established to deal with these oaa a in the htue 
(ibid: Tel A.G. 1076t DEP'ENSOR to CAHMILI'l'RY, 1, ov 42). -
80 A report prepared at c.M.H.Q. 1a reaponae to a 
request reoe1"Ye4 trom N.D.H.Q. 1a April 194' indioa'ecl that 
the situation then was th t. ot 647 applioat1one reoei ,,.4 4ur-
1ng the period l oot 42 to 14 A:J>r 4', ~;8 had beea rGt•ir.cl 
to N.D.H.Q.. 1 aad 112 of those had been uthoriaed. tor :r••urn 
t;o Oana4a (1bidi Tel A.G. ;152, DEFmfSOR to CANILtLITRY, 11 
A.Pr 4'; Tel Xo "l.2;7, CANMILIT.RY to DXFENSOR, i; A:'/)r 4}) • 

94 ftth a view to ep @ding up that rojeotlon or 
approval. o:t applioatiou B.Q. Jrirat Cb. Amr oa 12 MQ' 4J 
euggeate4 that in future a;pplioe.t1one be torwarded bt the 
unit oonoerned d1rect to· Cdn Seo Q"H.Q.. 2 EollGI to1~ trene
miss1on to c.M.H.Q. (ib1di G.o.o.-1a-c.~ F1r@t.04Jl AZ'mJ' to 
s.o., a .M.H.Q,.) o ThiS'Pi\posal was oonourra4 in by c !4H.Q., 
end overseas R.O. JS2S was publi h•4 oa 10 la 4}" Thie 
order provided that appllo tiona tor compassionate ro\urn aD4 
leave to Canada tor all uni ts · i: command Fir t au Azm'I 
would be submitted d1r«»ot to cu S•o G .H.Q.. 2 Ech, tor traatJ-a 
mission to O.M.H.Q,. In th oaae of Wlita under oommauO. 
c .M.B.Q.I} 1 applloat:lon1l uld bs aent · dir ot c .u.B.Q.. 'l'his 
applied u the oue ot all g1meital ott1 er up to tho rank 
ot m.a3or ( m::oluding how•Ter jore holdiag appoin ae.n ts ot 
2 1/o ot units} and oth r r31.\k • Th• application of all 
o\hGr otficere of field formations snd units ~lOuld require 
th<t rsoommend tions ot th formatioa o mman4w :lmm.ed1atol.y 
conoerned, who would refer ppropri o casea to . r 
authority. Su.oh applloations •10uld b forwarded th:rough 
normal ·ohannele (Overseas R.O. '525, 10 Sua 4}). 

lOo The oommitment o'l a la.rg0 part ot the Cmnadian 
ArmY ovei-seas to opem.tions in the Medi terru an the&tre 
aooentuated tlle problem ·ot oomp asionate leav111,,, Many ot 
these troops 1 partioule.rly 1D 1 CclD. Div, bad hat! long s r'fioe 
overaeas 11 ana. the loDg sep~ t1o:n trom their .t&Il!1U wa• 
1noreasingl1 oooupying th ir tt nt1oa.. Thia tter was the 
subje t of cable on 26 A.Pr 4 :tmm 1 ... t-Gen E .L.M. Burn•, 
G.O c. l Cdn Corpe, to th Ohi•t ot Statt. c.M.H.Q,., Lt-Gen 
K. Stliart. General BunuJ obs rv that the subjeot ot leaTe 
to Oe.-..,.ala a.a aowoi mor0 than over betoreit iA the m1 de of 
the troops n the Italian th Btre. ManJ ot these mm h 4 
been way trc their homos 01· over four yea.r111 and tb.• geeral 
feeling among them wu th t<m t th 1r marriage uld 

A r eport subm1tte4 to A.D.A.Gs(B)~ C.M.B.~. on 26 Aug 4; 
yields the tollo~ intar tion tor the period l Aug 42 
to }l Ju 4': 

we haYe handled oo passionate rGturn oases to the 
number of. 899. · 
ot theee lJ.; hair been · t baok to GD.e.4& under 
R.O. l525. 
Ia pproximately 10 per o ent ot the oas s handle14 
the O .. c. unit has boa 1ntorme4 ot th na turG oi~ tho 
inveetigation in Oaca4a and adY1se4 to include 'ih11 
hdividuals in P oO e V~ . eoorts. The r maincler ha11• 

be · rejected or a.r0 still under in't' t•t1on. 

(C.M.H.Q. tile 4S/T.r111s/,/2: A.A.G. (Pers) to 
A.D.A.G.(B), C.M.H.~ •• 26 Aug 4')~ 
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staud the strain of suoh Cl. prolonged separation.. FUrth.r 
discontent ~a eaused by the general b@liet that a retul"I& 
or leavs to oanada on oom;pase1onata grounds was nearly 
impossible to obta:l.D.o Although this beliet we.a inoorrcot, 
the following taota le!lt oolour to it: 

Figures from 2 Eob. as at 22 AJrr:~ Total e.ppli
oat1ons to date 169.. lfeT1 eases reosived during 
preceding W$ek 2;0 Number of appl1oat1onm 
approve,d du.ring the week 'o Average time requir@tl 
to cu.unpl-ste inves.itigatior. su weeks. 

(19/Conwasaionate/l/2: Tel A.CoAe 2649, ADNAP 
(from OANDEX) to CANMILITRY, 26 A.Pr 44) 

:From. tb.eae tigw:·ee it would appear that a baoklog ns buildingi 
u.p whioh woul.d n ver be cleared and would simply g@1; worse 
as time went ono General Bums reoommen4ed that "fr eh 
assuranoG" should be gtvn. all reka "that evmry effort will 
be made to deal promptly and generously w1tb. future appli~ 
oations", th~t "every effort be made to shorten th8 period , 
between aubmission ot applioatio:t:ie and. approval or rojection • 
and that "speoial consideration be f;iTen to those -who haVGJ 
aaen long aervio a overseaai" o (Ibid) 

........ tal'I .. 

llo C .. M .. H.Q, .. took up the matta with DoN.Do 1 
reioommeo.ding tba:t A.A.Io applications be gi'ftm. priority ana 
that every possible ~ttort be made to oomplet0 1nvest1gatione 
in the 8.horteat poaai'bl~ tim~ (!~~t Tel Ao297;re CAUMILITRY 
to DEFENSOR ~ ; May 44.) 11 

129 A :~rther oe.blo in May to General Stue.rt trom 
General Burns gave tb.fil tollowlng additional intocmation on 
the situation: 

2 Eohel1>n data here 1n41o~t~a applleatione boing 
:reoeived at rate ot '10 per month.. Bas©d on total. 
strengt4 Ob foreeils here th:ta works out to oxt.~ 
a.pplloe:tion per thous&Wl men per month.;i If ti ve 
percent ot applioations tl'e?@ approTcd il&oh month 
this would memi routing of forty Cdna emoh mon tb. 
to UK o~ Oa.nadao Am informu4 that no 4ittioulty 
would a::ciso 111 obtaining sw:taoe passags tor tb.1£1 
or a grsat~u:- numberc. 
Numl>~r of h@&dquarters throv.gh which e&oh appl1-
oat1oa goe~ tends to slow up completion ot 1nvost1-
gat1on o R commend etroE?.gl.r th.at 2 Eohelon hEil"e 
be allotnd to oable du·eet to DEFENSORct 

(1b14t T@l A.C.A. 2808, .AJJNAP (trom 
Oanai:x) to C.ANMILI'rRY~ ll May 44) • 

13 o Th/3 points brought up by those oomnunicatio:nt1 
were investigated by c.M.H.Q. 0 pcu-tio~'llar attmition being. 
p~d to the lapse of timeo It wa~ $Stimated that: 

(a) By airmail using tha. channel, Unit - 2 Eoh ..,,. 
C.M.H.Q. • N.DoH~Q., th~ time tit.ken W&S 71 
daysQ 

(b ) B;r cable using the sam9 ohan.nel of oommuni.,. 
ca1;ion$ the time taken ~as 42 days. 

(c) By oable direot trcm 2 Eoh to NoDoHoQo~ the 
t1rae taken was ;9 days<> 



Invest1gat1ona ta Canada took '' days oJ: this timo (!E!!: 
Me.mo by A.G.7a~ c.u.B.Q., 17 ·May 44)o From this it ~pea.red 
that the m.aJor put of the doJ.a,y as caused by ~h time 
ta.km to 001uplete invastig4tiona in Canada (!!?1,!: Dti.nuto by 
A.D.A .. G. (B) 11 C.M.H.,Q,., no diatlll)o 

.14. Stops were take.a to eliminatE> as te.r u 
possible the complaints outllri.ed by General Burnso Ccla Seo 1 

G.B.~. 2 Eoh, A.A.I., as instructed to torwar4 ll mppl1~ 
cations for oompaos:lonate leavo and COJDiPa sionate rotor&, by 
oable to c.M.H.Q. (45/Tra:n.s/;/2: Tel A.;972, c.M.H4Q• to 1 
Odn Corps:> 11 Jun 44) 11 At th awne time, it as rooommen4e4 
that ooJQPass1on.at0 oases cm.d marri ed. personnel• who had beea 
mre. than t:ou Tael'O •'l&S tron th@i.r te.milios, would have 
priority tor P.o ... w. eeoorta$ ThiFJ ruling applied more 
particula.rl1 to A.A.I" (For :further information on thia 
point see p ra }l)(ibid)o -
i;., '.ale position hat not, howeTer, greatly im-= 
proved by Jen.uary 194;., Yfr1ting to tho Direotorat of 
Personnel C eM.H.Q.. on th9 12th, Col M.So Dllml, 0 .I.Co Odn 
Seo G.H.Q. 2 Ech 3 A.A.I., · state~ that as ot that data ~09 
applioa:tions Wti'o et'~ll ouiiste.n&n.g~ i 7; or ll!.\ioh had batJ'A 
submitted p1•ior to l Nov 44 o Ool Dunn co:ns14erocl that fltb.1a 
situation is decidedly unsatistaoto~y and this backlog hl!SI 
i•esulted in a great deal of d1asat1staction and tonds to a 
lowering of more.le i.u t1eld uo.itsft o (0 .. M.H.Q,. file 19/Com-
paesionate/l/2 Cdn Seo 2 Ech A.A.I. to D. Pers C.M..H.Q., 
i,; 1an 45) ~ In North-We t Europ 2 similar situation 
e:istsd, and 01.l} Feb BrigacliE-~ J.P.A. Lint~, D.A. d!: Qc-fi.G. 
First Odn JU~ requested C.M.RaQ. to xamine OYerseae R.o. 
;52' "to s~~ whether some eJU8!ldment to th0 eomewhat rigid 
oondit1one :1.m not possible at thls tillW~ (ibid:. DoA. & Q..M.~ 
First Ob. A:r:m1' to M.G.A.' c.M.H.Q,. ~ ~ l.?$b zyr: 
lbo At this tlm.0 the Adjvtant-Gener&l, ~faj-G 
A.E. Waltor , was visiting th London Hoadquarterei &D.d th$ 
M.G.A!f Maj-Gen E.G. Weeks, too the opportunity to raiso 
with m.m the whole question of leave and returno As a 
result, on 9 J! b, th A.G. oablsd. D.N.Do from t.ondon as.!rJ.ng 
tor oommen:to on a plan to speed up the granting of oom
passionate x·etun or leav0 by makin.s tho c .. of s., M.G.P1.. 
:m.d/or O .. I .. c .. a.I\Y 04n Seo l Ech th0 autb.ori~ng author.itie@ .. 
Thia would involve wa.tv1ng ot i.'1.Vestigations in Canada aud 
might perm.it tmju.stit1able return in som© oases, but tb.13 
possibility the Ac.G. telt mu£rt h s !'.ooept ed j,n tho in tore ts 
ot f'acilitating the de'1!>atch cf de tin . ..,,ing personnel. Diz= 
cipl3.nary ctio eould be taken Viher a ooldi er had obt1;,inod 
return through cul.pable misrapr seutation of tha tact 
(ib1d: Tel WAL 11 OANMILITRY to DEFl!WSOR, 9 Feb 4.5) o A de
oiiIOn on this po:i.x1t was not taken.A ho ~el', until after the 
return ot the A~G .. to Ottawa" On. o Mar with the reoeipt ot 
a cable tro£>1 th AoG. delegatin~ aut.bo:r.lty "to c .. ot So, 
.. ,... ~]~ .... """ •• ~..... ....~ Nli~P rGt ••wa -·· ' ?Cl8 ... ~-- • 

:a The ea.ma letter oont&ins th~ following etat1mt1crs for the 
period l ~ MU" 44 ""' 'l Deo 44: 

J\Pplioatione submitted to c.M,H.Q,. by 2nd Eoh - i; 2 
Total gr nt~d - 588 
Total not gre;nted· - 41'7 
Total still under inT etigation - 5;7 

Tho figure of ;sa granted inoluded '65 returned as P.o.w. 
Esoort, fol"" medical reasons 1 uncler Tri-wound Schem.$ eto .. , 
priol" to tinal.ize:t1on ot thGi11" Com.passionat• Lee.1' AppJ.ioa.,,, 
t1ou~ 
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M.G.A. Cenmilitry and/or o.I.c. CclJl Seo l Eoh to e.pprotr• 
retUl'ii w1 thout reter.ral to Detensor in exoeptional ou s 
when delq ••• ould 0nta1l serious har4ship to 1nd1rt4ual", 
the new prooeduro oam into ott ot at o~MoB.Qo (1b14 0 T•l 
ADGEN 29 I D§'ENSOR "TO OJNMILI'l'RY. 8 er ~;). AJ.r - . 
compassionate oaaes not talllng Within this oategcr 7 would 
oontinue to be referred to D.N.D. tor investigation. In this 
oonneotion the "',...G. noted that en 1mpro-vo4 1n"fTe&t 1gat1on 
prooedure had out time in halt within 'the la1t tn weeks aD4 
that turther improvements were cpeoted as tho aysta devel
oped. 

17. But the inoreased power ot C.M.H.Q. under 
telog('am ADG'Im 29 brought onl1 a slight improveun.~ iD the · 
situation and the time tAoto.r in handling oompu•ionate oaa•• 
oont11,iued to be a matter ot oonoarn to the "A" start at 
LOndon. and at the t1el4 headquarters. Even in tho• oasoe of 
suf:f'1131ent urgenoy to 3ust1tr athorintion bf c .iI.H .. Q. th• 
soldi 131' ha4 to oarry out a time-consuming oorreaponde:no • w1 th 
interGst d persons or relatives 1D. Canada in order to an
sembla the neoessar~ evidenoe on whioh to bas hill applloatiou 
On 23 J'1l c.M.H.Q.. proposed that these matters OO\.'ild b 
handled muoh more speedily it the f aota on whiob. ppl1oat1ona 
were now baaed were represented direct to n.N.D. in the t1rat 
instanoe by the interested persons in Oanadao D .K .Do ooul.4 
then verity the taots, oabl a brief ar;1mmary to C.M.H.Q.. aad.0 
\"lher.e appropriate, authorize returD.. (Ibid, M.G.A. to 
Seoretary D.N.D., 2; Jul 4!> and MemoranTum A.A.G. (Pera) to 
AoDcA G.(B), 'l Jul 45). The A.G. Branch at Otte a did not. 
howeV•31", consider it advisable to pu.t such a poUoy into 
etfeo·t , s1noe the w14 spread publioit1 whioh ould bo 
neoea1:ietr1' would probabl.7 result in s. t'lood ot unjustitie4 
applioat1ons from depend nts in Canada. It was ae:reed~ how
ever, to give oaretul and aympathet1o .@ons14eration to Qll 
repreaentations received at D,N.D. from dependents reoi41ng 
in Canada ea4 suggested: 

That your HQ, take more advantage ot . the e~uthor-
1 ty granted by the usat ot ADG~m 29. 

Tb.at a soldier need poesoss l~sa eYidenc~ r.
ga:rding his home oiroumstanoe than the present 
ORO demandso 

(~,A.G. to C.M.H.Q.,; Aug 45) 

18. Up to this point oo.mpassioaat• retUJ'n or ie ~· 
oould be authorized only in oases " ho,":'o extremo hardsbip 
would be caused to the individual oonc,3rnecl o er bis depc .... 
dents by his retG1D.tion overseas" aDd. oo:mmanding oft1oera wore 
1.netruct 4 to satisfy thom.selv s nthat WldU• hard ·hip is in-

olved; that the ret·~rn ot th 1nd1v14t1al is the c·nly mean• 
of alleviating it; that the oii-cumstanoos havo ohe.ugod &inoe 
mlisianent, and that suoh ohangQ) . could not llave b@en toreaoen 
at th•J time cf enlistment" (Overseas R .. O o ;;2!)) o With tb.o 
oessai;ion ot hostilities~ howevea•, it beoam• possible to 
inetitute a more lenient policy and to widen the grounds tor 
application. On 19 lUl1 D.N.D. authori~~ed CoM.H.Qo to o.pproTe 
return ot personnel under ADGmf 29 in case ot serious or 
tatal illnese of parent or immediate rolat1 v · 

(a) Whf.tl"e erldeno showa th t 1Dituaticn would be 
benet1 tccl b7 11oldi ers re urn. 



(b) 

~ 1 -

In all other oases where aoldi•r ·hd be•A 
overseas mo:r:-e ~han 18 :mntha. 

(c.M.H.~. file 19/CompassloRat•/l/2; 
Tel AG 737 ~ DEFE.NSOR to C.ANMILITRY' 
19 JW1 4.5). 

I on )0 Aug the groun.ds tor compassionate retllrll wer• turtha 
broadened whm o.u.H.Q.., 1n i-eply to a request t'roa H.Q.. J 
0411 Int D1T Q.A.O.F., advised the various field headquarters 
that 1 t as aow prepared to oons14er applloat1oaa baaed on 
deterioration ot domestio relations it 

(a) APPlicant appears sinoere 1n hie dea1re tor 
i'eoonc1llation. 

(b) There appear• to be a reasonable ohanoe to 
effeot reconv1liat1on. 

and 

(o) (1) A.pplio&nt has been overseas 18 months 
or J1AOre 

or 

(11) 'l'her 1• least one ehild of the 
marr1ag , 

or alternatiTely it 

(a) The wite is seriously n gleoting her oh114 or 
ohildr• 

or 

(b ). The moral atJilOsphere surrounding the obild or 
children ia objeot1onable and l1keJ.7 to be im
proved b7 th~ pres&noe o~ th hua e.n.4. 

(Ib1~, A.A.G.(Pero) C,M.B,Q. to H.~. 'OiD. 
Iiil'ir~v C.AqO.F., ~o Aug 45) 

The :1.ntormt1on however. a.a for the ga14auoe ot the 
vmoue headquarters oonoern@d. iu. det<~ng whethw u. 
applloat1on should be :rorl11arde4 and vaa not to bo g1 ven aQT 
publi.oit1. 

190 Ia a oomimm1oa.tion O't ;1 Aug. D.N.D. 1Aor•ue4 
the authority ot C.M.H.Q,. as 4et1n94 in ADGliJa 2,o Th• . 
latter Headquarters was now enable4 to deal with all oaaea ot 
obvious merit and to delegate its authority to suoh a4m1n1•
t:rat:t.Tft oftieers as it m:lgb.t o e t4> Qpoint tor the purpo•eo 
(Ib14, Tel AG 9040 DEFENSOR to C.ANW:IJ:'l'RY, ;;1 ~..ug 45)" Th•n. om•p D .N.D. advised that 1n view ot tho ooasa,1on ot 
hostiUties, it was oozis14ere4 that oompasatonato grounb 
show.d be extended to oo'fer all oaa•• ot eerioua illn••• ot 
imm.ediato relatives regar4leas ot length ot servio• o•oraea• 
(c.M .. H.Q. tile l~/Oor.q>aasionat. /l/''!J, !el.AG 639,, D~SOR to 
CANl\[t:LI'l'RY. ' Sep 4;) • By 11 s p the. power ot •PPrOTal had 
bee delegated. to CoM.H.Q,. without ezeep ion and paesecl bJ' 
them 1n ~u.m to H•adquarte:rs C .F .N. and J CU Int Di T C J..O .l!' c 
1or the guidance of theee laitor headquarters o.M.HaQ.• laid 
down th.a' ntor all tut'1l9e purpose• a lower standard of 
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-..p:oort1Dg ·~ "'14enoe 1». oo.mpds1on•te reiim-n/leave oaa•• "111 
be allowed.If. ·1t -.. now oons14ered '11at aD.J' sol41.r 1lb.o 11\lb• 
m1tte4 a applioation oa grounds appearing to 4eaerv• ooll- . · 
a14erat1on Jl1Ght now be 4 ••pa tolled on the authol:'l 'T ot aa 
appropriately 4elegatod otfS.Cer aotwithetanA'ng a pauoit7 ot 
e"fidenoe.. Oas• in h1ch ta•ourablte deo1•1on 111gllt b• 
give wer · 

(a) A serious problem eziated t holll &J&d th• 
soldierts retum or lea e wo\\14 all~'fiate tll• 

. problaa or h1a td.lar19 to retua or l•aT• 
would be lik•l.7 to oau•• subst nt1al hU4-
·sh1p to the applioent or his 4epen4•n'•· 

(b) Serious or eoted tat illness as au~hor-
ized b1 D.N D. oa 6 Sep 

(o) 

(4) 

Deteri ration t omest:l.o l\ll t1ons ae out-
lined in p ra abov•. ~ 

Desir tor childr • suoh pplioati R might 
be approv it (i) 'il mt w a nearing t,be 
as mo childbeari11-g v10uld b · <11ttioult or 
impossible or (11) the wit• s i imminent 
d.nger ot vin to 06 rgo op at1en whi oh 
would preolud pngn&nOl'• 

Ia the oase ot deservin pplioant l whio • e'rid•DO• was 
insutt1oient thay would be infiltru.oted to obtain tro tri ml• 
or n1lat1vee tho e.ppropri te cloouaent o rathe than take th• 
mnoh slower course of' asldng D.N.D. to 1D.veet1gat • (11>14, 
A.A.CJ..(Perl) LettC'1 ll ep 45) • . At tll.1 tl..tM Ottawa 
reoomman.4ed that requasta tor 1avee•1 ation b~ · London be 
limit~ d to those 1D wbioh thsre va.s gogd reru1on to doubt the 
vali".1 ty ot . the tao ts pr en ted • · ( Ib ~ d : A.G. Bran h• D .B .D. 
to C.Mll.Q., 12 Sep 45) 

20. Sta ist:l.cal a a with r•18peo o p r.omi•l 
retur to Canada on oomp saio te gt"OUD4s 111 not rea411¥ 
available aput t:rom that ob aiu d ~ the srr'ator trom. 
A.G. (sta,s) e .u.11.q,. n July 1944 an ucluO.e4 1n .App: '°B" 
to th1 s report o 

PRISONJ!B. 0 WAR ESCORT DETACHMENTS 

21. An opportunity am\ . en back to Canada on 
lea-ro. o oth r thu. purol; oomp/d oaa e grounds, w a opened 
to C .. M.H.Q.. in Ootobor 1 41. t that ti• a prOJOaal was 
reoe,.ve4 trom tb• British ntho-r1 ties to uploy- Oona41a:a. 
Pel'llODDel as P.w. eaoorts, . aad request as ma4• tor a 
tir~•; eaoorto (O ,M.B.Q,, l• 45/Trans/; a MGIJO tro.m. · 
Dir•~ orate of P,w., Waz Ott1oe, to s#o., C.M.B.Q., 20 Oot 
4l)o · · · . -

22~ !he Bl'1t1&h pro osal 1n 4 taTourablJ" by 
C.M.H.Q,. Brigatier B mt, D.A,G. ; · wr te "W• might take a4-
vaa' ge ot tb otter to g1 e, what 1S0ul be 1». taot, leaT• 
in Otmada to personnel had been in ~1• oouatr7 tor 
long period, I mgg••' 18 D)J&ths aoai;iD.uoue ••nio• OTcaeu 
ae a minimm• (ibi4th D.A.G. to A.A.G. (-Per ) , 28 Oot 41). 
He went on to &&.7 a' altbougb. a Umite4 a might b3 
to1111d tJ:Om. personnel returning to Cema4a permarum1;ly, tb,e 
majority would ba Ye· to be tro personnel -WO would be rt1-
tur.n to the 'Ollte4 ~ag4cm on the ooaclu•ioD. ot 4UtJ' am 
leav0 Ci 1 ) o ft• attar as referred to the Oorp• Conmiander - . 
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Lt-0.~ A.G .L. UONatagb.'°D (ibid I JO oot 40) • . and Oil 
receiving h18 oonourrenoei io D.N.D. <fJr= .,._1 A.1,95, 
CANMILI~Y 'o DF.FFEOR, ; Oot 4l)o . 0 olal. approTal WU 
reoeived tm.11 Ottaa Oil ' BOT 4J, (1b14; '!el A.G. 2'4, 
DID'l!NSOR to CANMtLl'lRY, ' BOT 41) • 

2}. ~e War .Ottioe eatimte4 that a guar4 ot •ix 
oftioer8 e.n4 UO ot.her ranks. who wou.ld be •rained 1a their 
4ut1es at a ·apeo1a1 Br1t1ah ·oetabl18hll•t 1 would be reQ.u1red. ' 
Their servioee would be needed tor three month•• TarJ'iDg, ot 
oourae1 1a acoordance witb. 'he npply ot ah1pp1ng at both 
the UD.3.te4 Eingdom. and Cane.cla entla. All expenses, apart froa 
pa7 and allowanoea whioh woulcl oontill.ue to be a Cana41aa 
res))ons1b1l1 ty were to be borne bJ' tho Bii ti ah GoVernmeut. 
It" a agreed that upon th• oonolusion ot their duties 1D 
canacla, peraonnsl would be releas.d tor return to 'h• trll1t.O. 
Xingclom (ib14: Mermo D.A .. G., c.M.B.Q. to A.A.G. (Pe?'a), 
c .M.H.Q,., 28 Oot 4.J.). The eaoort 4etao:tment waa to aon.a1at 
ot a headquart.-a atatt and a guard moae •Wiiber • all raaka. 
woUld approximate ten per oea~ ot the prisoners esoorte4 
(~: C.M.B.Q. A4m O. Boo ·208, l}. DGO 41). . 

241r Steps were now taken at c .M.B. Q,. 'o determi11• 
a suitable seleotioJL procedure. Three guiding pr1ao1pl•• 
were agreed upon. 'fho 1ndiv14uala ohos•a were to be men whO· 

. had completed 18 months• a rvio• 1n the C.A.s.F. • w1~ a 
reoord ot good conduct tllroughOut, and whose 'bearing was euoh 
that it would. retleot credit upon the Osna41en AZIAY• Tho•• 
selectecl vould be eent for training in Bx-1t1ah P.w. oampe. 
Upon the oonolusion ot thou training, the7 would b.• e1~•r 
returned to their own units or detailed tor d.uty in a P .. w. 
esoort detaobment • '!'he tour ot duty w s to eouat asainst a 
privilege leave in the United Kingdom, w1 th tree transpo~t
a~ion warrants tor their cana<U.an lea.Te (45/Trau/'i Tel 
A.199.S CANMILI'l.1RY to DEFENSOR, 31 ·oot 41; Tel A.G. 2'4 
DEF~'OOR to C.ANMILITRY 1 ; NOY 41) • _ 

2.S.. The grfmting ot privilege leave in Oana4a 
having been c.M.H.Q•e primary objeot 1D agreeing to the 
provision ot this personnel, it was agr•ecl the.t 1 cu DiY, 
aa the &81l1or tom.ation overseas, should ha e ti.r11t oJ,alm 
in the allocation of nWd> era. The proportion finally asr•et 
upon was ;o per oent trom l Cdn Div and 25 per oet; eaoh 
trom Corps Troops and Canadian Base t1n1 ta. Provi 81on wu 
mllde tor . the inolusion ot a small number of compassionate . 
leave oases 1rrespeot1ve of lmigth ot service or the fora- · 
ation to which they belonged. (ibid: D.A. & Q..M.G. • C4n Corp• 
to units under commaud, ; NOT l!').' 'l'b1s was, howner, eub
sequentlY altered. · such oompaasionato oaae ere onl.1' to 
be eligible on the strength ot their ·mutary reoor4 u.4 · 
length of service (1b1ds T l A. i;9, CAN?IILITRY to DEFENSOR, 
20 Jau 42)o 

26. The first P.W. Gsoort was composed ot six 
offioers, one warrant ottioer, 2~ s/sgts 8IJd Sgt&~ and 17~ 
ran.It and tileo This represented an 1.norease O'fer· th• or1g1Dal 
estimate; in addition three Britieh oftioera ill the ro-le of 
inter_pretera were· supplied by the War Office ( c .M.B.Q. tll• 
6/l POW Esoort/l: Tel A.2}79. CANMILITRY to DEFmSOR, 2, D•o 
41). Major A.H. Norrington, Baatings and Prine• Edwar4 
Regimlnt, was appointed to oomman4 the 4 etaobment o A medical 
staff ot one offioer ad five other ranks were to ••n• the 
esoor·t and 4ratt (45/rrans/;: Memo ot A.G.2, c.M.B.Q,, l' 
Deo 41 ). ArrangUl8l>.~e were •d• tor 1000 P.w., all otha 
raliks, to 0mbark on 19 Deo 41 (1b14s Tel 2404, MASSEY to 
EXT~.AL, 16 Deo 41). 'l'he d•taobment sa1le4 trom Liverpo·ol 
1n H.M,T. "Moreton ·Baya _on 2) Dao 41, arriving at Halitu: 
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on l lan 42 (ibid: Personal report ot th voyage by Maj A.Bo 
Norrington, l'"'1an 42) o 

27 o Th Toronto Globe an4 flail ot ' Jan 42 report d 
the arrival at "an Eaeterncana41e l?Orf" ot' aon thous .n4 
Germen prieonars ••• under th• Gyes ot Jubilant 0&ne.41aa 
soldier headed ffJI: a te weeks precious loave atter eight •n 
months in England"o The officers in oharge ot the mY u:nt 
wel'e reportoo to ha'fe hid that the "experiment ot ha'\'ing 
troops headed tor leave gu..ard the prisoners was a oomplet~ 
suooeas on thizi its :tirat try ou·tn. All ranks wars reported 
as being very excited at the proapiaot ot seeing their homes 
again. 

28. The escort returned to the Uni t 'ed Kingdom on 
board H.M.T. ttQrionn. Ot the original group cnl,- three 
officers and. i;o other ranks returned. Thro& ott1eers ~.nd 61 
oth r ranks ere retained in Canada (reasons unspeoitied) 
(45/Trans/;: Tel A.848, CANMIU:TRY to DEFE.l'iSOR, 28 Mar 42; 
Tel A.G. 949' DEFENSOR to C.ANMILITRY ll 2~ APr 42) CJ Of the 
remaining e ght, one was granted aa.ditional leave by th 
fml.barkation authoriti s in Halifax, sev n. re absent u1thout 
lea e (ibid1 Report of Capt T.Me Powers, A/O.C. l Cdn P.O.Wa 
Esoort tr.r"to A.A.G. (Org), C.M.H.Q,.' 17 Mar 2). The 
Detachment disembark~d at Glasgo on 9 Mar 42 and prooesd 4 
trom there to Bordon. Atter a short period, allowed tor 
dooumentation, th01 were returned to thoir respeoti Te Rein-
toroemen t Units (1bi4). · -- . 
290 During th period November and Doc0mber 174-, 
while arrangcmien ts for the fir st P. we Gsoort wero b e!ng made, 
no 4efin1tG oommitm.ente ware made by the War Ofti 00 a to 
their future neiad:1 in this reepeot~ N0verthel0sa oonsidsr
ation was given by c.M.H.Q. to th0 possibility ot Ganad1.o. 
troops being used in tui"ther P. w. convoys. Prcvimion "'e" 
made for Po W. Deta~'unaut s to be · et up wrrom tim@ to tim.'3 afl 
requested by the Waz Offioe and approved by this Headquar
ters" (4;/T~ana/3: C.M.H.Q. Oiroular Letter No~ 285, i; D c 
41) Q T'".o.ey 'mlre not @nt1rely Wlp .. ·epared., ther@tore 0 Tihen ill 
N!aroh 1942 th0 Wew Office e.sk<.Qd tor 0®ad1an pe?"aon4lel to 
form a seco d and third P. VJ. guard.. 'J?hex: · ha e be0n many 
later requea·tso By November 194-4- a total ot 22 Canadian 
P.W., Escort Dataob.menta had been :f'ormed and despatched. 

;o. Selection pol1oy during this period, D oemb~ 
1941 to July 1944~ passed through t?w e phas s. Tb.0 or1gj..aal 
intsntion was het personnel ahould be sol~irt~d entirely on 
tho baeis of military rsoord and length of s rv1c0• oll.ly u 
very exceptional oases ~~uld leav0 on compasaionat~ groU11d0 
be accepted as a valid reason tor inolusion in tha P.w. 
escorts (4;/Tran.m/;: Tel A.l.:>9, CA~OOLITRY to DEFEMSOR~ 20 
Jan 42}o At the roqueat ot C.MeH.Q9 J.iats ot perso:anllll who 
met those requirQments had been aompiled by the unit eon
oerne4, end from thef!e liat.s the ~sco.rts were uhosan°' Gan
erally spea!d..u.g, th1o policy viaa adh€>red tc th:roughout 1?42" 
A detailed b~e~k-down of peraonnel oompr1sing th Geoortm 
for this per-~od is not readill'' aYe.ilab o, but trom ~ exam.in .... 
&tion of' the figure at hand (ti 9 Appx n A") it would appear · 
that, although personnel ~elected came Within th cond1tionw 
la14 down, ag and medical category were used as a 3eoonclary 
basis ot aeleotiono 

}l. In January 194~ there u a change in policy., 
The original requirements remained in :f'orcfJ, but prortaion 



... 11 -

waa mad• : for th• 1D.olus1on of a small · n~er of oompasaioa
ate oaaea. 'I'h• peroentage ot compaasionate oue• Wbioh 
might b• inolucled wu not th n 11114., tirm. Thi• o'bang• wu 
the outcome of an 1n•oat1ge.tion into a particular oue, Wh•r• . 
an applioation for oom.pasaionate leave ha4 come to tb.• 
attention. ot General MONaughton (19 /Com.paasionate/l i Ma3-G•n. 
Turner, ·n.A. a: Q,.M.G. First 04n ~. to f4a3-Gu. la)n1fague, 1 
Jau. 4; 1 • on the grounds ot ~ot oon.tormtng td. th e~st1ng 
selection policy the appUo :t1on he.4 been 1i11me4 ·40 , ba~ 
the toll.Owing reoommadationa wer ma4e by the A1:m7 Command.er. 

In this as well as iD. all others ot a s1milu 
nature, it some m.1.litUJ" duty oalls for the 
return ot certain ottioero, am\ the ottioera 
for whom oompass1onate leaYe hae been requeat
e4 are suitable ia all reepeots, eYcry coa
sideration should be given to deta.11111.g thea 
tor such duty. H (the U1DT Comman4w ) re- . 
qui~sts, theretora., that do case ot this nature 
be overlooked when we are sending personnel 
either officers 01" other · ranks, baok to cana4a 
on dut7. · 

(Ib1c1) -
32. Early 1n May 174~ th was a tu.rther cbang• 
1n polioy. '11ho War Ott1ee had requested the loan ot approx
imately 1400 all ranks Of the Oauadiu A~ tor new esoort 
4uty. While willing to m t this request, C.14.H.Q. telt. that 
1 ~ wea ob'riousl.T undesirable to uso young, tit sol.41 re tor 
this purpos , an th retort> deoid•d that °"' r ege $114 oato
gory personnel mtis't be obtained. These men ul.4 be r t~•4 
in Canada and ~uld "l>e replaced. by yoW'lgt ti' re1nforoemmtd' 
Who oould be utiUze4 in the Canadian .ArmY ovorse a (O.M.lt~Q,o 
tile 6/POVI Eeoort/l: Gen Montague to B .. Q,. First C4n U1JJ7, l' 
Mq 4;5) GeJJar l MoNaughton concurred in thi.• propoeal . 
generally, but reoomman $d that a maximum ot 200 rmould oou 
from tit personnel requiring temporary r tum on oompaeaioa
ate grouncls (1b14s Tel A.:;u Fir t can A:nl1 to c .M.H.Q,., 14 
May 4 3) • on ~ •· th proportion ot OOJIWaaa1on.at• oaa s · 
to . be inoluded 1n th P.w. Dfitaobmen~a, u laid down. by the 
AnST Oomman4er. The ooJQPo81t1on was to be as follon1 one
seventh ware to be eate~or7 "A" personn 1, while th• re.main-: 
ing au-sevenths we.re to be OTer&ge en4 lov o tsgory ( 19 /Con
paesionate/l: Memo trom A.G.'lb, c.M.H.Q., to A.A.G. (P•n), 
28 Mlf 4,). . 

'~· An examination of the t1gures available (see 
APIXX "A") rneals that, during th• period ending 3 Feb 43 a 
large peroentage of the peraonnel 1n P .w. eaoorts wore bein.g 
retaiued in Canada as over age or under e tegol"J'o From thia, 
it might b ooaolu4ed that suah persoanel were ••leotGd 'With 
the point in view that they would not be raturnecl to th• 
United Kingdom on the oompletion ot their esoort duties. 
Other person.ne1 1noluded were those returned as inztruotors, 
oandidatea f'or o. c. T .u., and various Wt.Olassitied dut1 ~•. A 
small number are listed a ret\ll'D.ed :for aom,passionate 
reasons (see tootuote para 1) 

34. · on ' MU' 44 the Pow. evaoo.at1on progrcurm• for 
Op r t1on "OVERLORD" wu plaoed b•tcre C.Pl.B.Q. by th• 
Dir otor ot P.W. at the war Ottioe. It W&.8 ·estinmted tha' 
during the three mon.tha following the operation approxilllately 
40,00D prisoners ot war would be ••nt to Cana4a. ancl the u .s .A. 
eaoh montho The War Ott1oe shtU"• ot th esoort require4 
would amount to about 1;00 - 2000 mm per month. o.M.H.Q.. 
waa asked ·to consider .the poas1b111ty of providing all or a 
portion ot this number (45/Trane/;/2.t Memo Direotor P.o.w~ 

. ·. 
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wu ott1oe _to s.o., o.M.B.Q,., ) Mar 44). Ia nplJ'1 General 
mntague .etate4 that 400 C&m.41an per80nne1 P•~ mon11l eoul.4 
.be prov1de4 tor P .w. eaoorte ( 1b14 i General Non.tague to '1L• 
Under seoretar1 ot state,. wu ~c•, ? uar 44). Di• t1su• 
wu based 011 a oons1deraQ.on. ot tigur-e• regarliDg pereoaul 
returned. to Canada during the e1z moaths pre't'1011• <••• AJpx 
"B") 0 

3S. Thia proposal .proT14ed .a opportwaity to clear 
up th s1 tuat1011 as regards oompaulona t.e an4 ••m1-ooa.pu•1~~ 
ate oa8ea UJ.Or&g troops 1: the Italian th ea$re. A oablegraa 
was aooordingly despatched on 11 lUll 44 bf General r.t»ntagu• . 
to General . Burns, asldM him to 4espatah trom -Italy, oa each 
ot two drafts, up to )80 ther ranks, and a ll.m1te4 aumber of 
ott1cers to the United KiDgdom for thia 4uty. Pr1oritt •• 
to be giva to married men with wi-Yss 1:a Cam.4a1 eo had been 
&Will' trol!l bome tor over tour 1-.rs·, and to persollilel SC> ha4 
been wounded two or .mo:re times. Authorized oor.apus1out; 
oasea must be sent; other oompaesionate oaacH• h re the 
e•idoooe available wae sat1staotor7 might also bo sent (~: 
Tel A.,,72. C.AIUAILl'rRY t.o 1 0411 Corps. ll Jun 44). Thi• ... 
turther extended on 22 Aug 44 by the illolusioa ot oom;puaion-. 
a.te :t.eave and oompaes; .. ona.t• r•tun. oases whose appl1oat1ou 
had been submitted. (1bi4 i !el A,,914, OANMILITRY to A.A.I. · 
tor CANDEX~ 22 AUS 44,-:--on 2.., Aug 44, Ceaclian troops ua4er 
21 ~ Group were requeated to sele~t personnel tor 1n
oluaion 1n P.w. eaoorts, the polioy ot eeleotion being t.h• 
smae as tha' laicl down tor l C4n corps (~! General Wnt
ague to C4n S•o, G.B.Q,.' 2 Ee1h, 21 AJ:11JT <rrOlip, 2, Aug 44). 

;6. During tho period trail Deoember 1941, ma the 
fire~ eaoort sailed trom g}ie Un1t-4 Kiag4om, until November 
l944i. a total ot 41;8 all ranka had been. r~tumd to Canada. 
undel~ this soheme see APPX "Aa tor turther detaile)o 

RE'l'ORN OF INSTRUCTORS 'l'O CAN.ADA 

~7. . ~e prov1s10J'A of iastruotors tor the . tr&JAing 
. oeat~es _ill Cana4a was a further method by mtWln ot wh1oh 
personnel ot the Canadisn Army Ov••eas obtained period• ot 
home sorv1oe. The first request trom Canada tor euoh 
pere<>nnel was received at c.M.R.Q.. on. j Oct 40. General 
Crerer 0 Oh1et o:r the General. ste.tt, N .. D.B.Q. 0 ill a eable ot 
that date to General MoNaughton, e'Gated that it he.ii beea aa
tio!pat.a. that returnei battle caeualti s 1J0uld be use4 tor 
this purpose, but that owing to the olle.Dge4 strategical 
situ11t1on, it woul.4 be neooseuy tor the Can.atia unite 1D. th• 
unitod K1ng4om to pro"f14e tutruotor• tio strengthen the atatt 
ot the oanea.1an '!'raining centre (C .m .. a.Q,. file l/In.atruotore/ 
11 'rel G.s. 220,, DEFENSOR to C.ANMIL:.~Y) • . It was 4••1r.4 
that thue 1netruotoi>s be sent from tiaa to time until 
rettu-ned casualties were available (ib14). Geural MOlfaughtian 
apprcwed the proposal. and an~emeits we:aii rorwal'Cl tort tb.• 
eelect1on ot suitable porsouel U.b1di Tel G.s. 21~9. 
O.ANMJ:LITRY to DEFJlBSOR, 10 Oot 40r;-

38. · During 1940 and 1941· the Oana41an Ar'lq o wer•M• 
auppl.ied trom time to time, u request•cl, .instructors; tor the 
'fraining o·ent;:res in Cana4a. on 2' Feb 42 an usendnuJA t was · 
ma4e to the selection poUoy. ID a lott•r of that; de.1-e, to 
the formations and units under h1.a command; Lt...aeA er :ru-. 
the G.o.c. l Odn Corps, eDnoun.oed that where posa1bla, 1n
st:ruatora would be emplo,ye4 in their home 41striota (i.b14: --
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24 !'eb 42). Thia meant that, uthough seleot1ona would ooa
tinue to be baaed on instruotional ability, u. ettol't woul.4 
be m4e to oh?oae mtD trom the pro'f'iDoes or military 41et:r1ot• 
U which the traiJUng caa.tre requiring ~netruciora ••r• 
looatdl 1a oth• words oons14eratioa waa to be g1Ta to the 
&10laier s territorial attilia,1ou (1~14: Tel G.s. 2223, 
C.AmaLITRY to DEFENSOR, 24 Oot 40) • 

)9. This pol1oT, wbloh otteret retw:'Ding ~atruotora 
way opportunity for home leave, was, however, n.laa9que'\il7 
abc4one4. '!'he pa:ramuat nee4 waa for inatructore ot th• 
highest oallb:r• to trein reoruJ.ts 1u. Canada. Thus, wi~ th1• 
in new, Lt-Gen it. Stuart, Chief ot Staff, o.M.H.Q.., in a 
letter to the s,or•tal"1', Department :>t National Detao•0 oa 6 
Jun 440 wrote that noom.passionate grounds and territorial 
questions will not be oonsi4 ered :1n the seleo1d.an al retunlng 
personnel• ( 1/IDS tmotors/l/.5). · 

40. No endenoe has b oe.u. found to 1n41oate tha' the 
granting ot leave to Canada tor d•••ning . pereonnel was ever, 
during the perJ.od Ootober 1'40 to llm• 1,.4. a real taotor . 
in the seleotion ot lnetruotors tar Canada. HowaTer, between 
Jauua:rr 1942 aD4 August 19441 ;87 ottioera and 2~12 othe 
ranka (see APP% "B" J d1d obtain a period ot home senio un4e 
this scheme, and a large numb•J:' ot th• wen un.4oubtedly men 
with loqg ••rvio e O'V'eroeas. ..A.n4 the1 taot ot returaing to 
Canad& Aid g1Te hem opportunities ot vis1t1ns ~heir fa.111es. 

ROTATION DUTY AND LEAVE TO CANADA 

41. Barly 1a 1944 the queation ot ~ polioy- tor ho• 
leave to Canada oame up for c.U.sou.as1oa · both 1a Canada an4 
overs~as. At Ottawa on 17 Peb 44 the D.G.M.So~ Maj-Gea G.B. 
Chisholm. in a memorandwa. prepeu-«l tor the Adjutant-General• 
noted that the Consultant Nwrop1yohiatri•t th Yi.siting 
Canada on a liatsioa trip t~m Engld4 hacl euggestc that 
certain personnel owrsee.s were sutt6rlrag trom long oont111ue4 . 
separ tion from Caada and their f'amili m 8Dd that it naigllt : 
be e4v1sabl• to allow leave to Canada :tor men wlu> have eom
pletsl possibly tour and a halt years ot overaeaa aenioeo · 
(H.Q.. 54-27-55-ll (Vol 1) 2 Memorandum D .. G.M.s. to A.G., 17 
l'eb 4-4- ) o on. 21 :reb • th A.G. submit tea the memorandua of Ule 
D.G.u.s. tor oonsideration by the M1lltar7 Members of 'th• UflT 
oouno.11 who deo1c184 that 

In Yid ot the ma.n,y adm1D1st:rat1v~ a.~t1oult1ee 
involved, iD.cluding the q,uest:Loa ot provieion o~ 
rei:n:toroemet nplaoe tea• ofSUOb: a ocb.cme 11&'11 
impracticable an4 BllOulci be det11rred until eo.oh 
time as there is a more 4et1.nite 1D.d~tcat1on of 
th• future trend ot operations now oontempla't&do 

(Ibid,.,. Extr · ot trom Recorcl of Dieousa1on• 
of Mrutar;y Membera he14 Monday 21 Jeb 44) 

420 In the metwUma o .M.H.Qa wu exa.mtntng the 
impli<lation ot a WaJ' Ottice ooh.fl'Jle, tha. under oona14eraUoa, 
1iO giTe home leave to oftioers eat other ranks ot the Intia 
A:nAY. ad ·colonial toroesi the auall:tvin~ neriod f'or. . mum 
leaTe to b three 1ears tor Indians and t'tl~l ;reat-s for East 
and West Afrioans. Ths war Ottioe were not proposing to gtvo 
lea~ to the Br tish ArJny, but these under ~'!. eohem~ mown ·aa 
"Python" were already eligible tor repatriation after five 
1ears service oversea.Bo 
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(O~U.H.Q,. tUe 111)/Gea/2: . D,S.D• War Otf1.c• to Staff Du'1•a 
0 .?a{.~oQ.., 14 l•b 44). Th• •1 "1a1'1,on in tho cu• ot 'h• no 
Bister DOmin1ons ot south .Atrioa &4 New zealan4 wae ••• 
.more taTOUrablf to tho eold.ier • . 'l'h• souta>. At~1o•• h&4 bMa 
oomplotel.y exohange4, attar two par• Hrr1o e abroad. la 
the .~, t~e was brougb.t abOut i-1 th• nee4 to ret1' at'• 
Tobruk, •h•• oasualt1ea ha4 been Ter7 heavy. Th• Bew 
Zealand plan wae that all troopa would b • eligible tor return 
atter three teare ••rvio e abroa4o. 1Jn4 r this eoheme i\ ... 
eRimtecl that all liGlf Ztd.an4 ·pe.raonn•l would have beea re
patr,.ated 1D. three months time (ibicJ.1 Men:oraudum ot A.D.A.O. 
(B), c.u.B.Q.. 1 22 lPeb 44). The u.S. Arm:r also ha4 a pol107 
of rotation or personnel between home and overeeas ata,1oaa, 
eligi.bilit:r for which wee accorting to periods ot sernoe 
laid down bJ theatre oommmdera. A8 yet 1111oh perJ.ode ha4 
been presoribed tor the Borth Atrioan and Alaall::a tQ•atr•• 
ow and W.re 18 m.on,hs and two ;rears reapeot1 v:if. o 
LimltiD.g taotore in all ouea were, ot oouree1 .. - ppilagii 
repl.ao~nts and Jlilltuy :1geno1es. (H.Q,o '4-27-.5,_ 
(Vol 1): w.D. Bureau ot Publ1o R•la.tio a Releue, l'I Feb 
44). The predominant faotor in i!ltJ:'Oduoing these lea.Tee wa 
the deaire to a.To14 the lowering ot ettioiao7 an4 na: ale 
which it ha4 beeu observed. :rosul'&iecl from long penoela away 
from home. 

4;. on 21 Feb the repe.tr1at1on ot British troop• 
with lODg servioe el>roa4 was th eubjoot of a atatemn.t by 
Mr. Churchill 1D. the House ot Commons. Replying to quatiou, 
the British Pr1rao Mi.nistar stated that "suab. shipping aa oan 
be m .d& available. ,is being ua 0. to bring back to the home 
establishlnEC t men who h ve b sen O'ferseas tor many yea.re•; 
further that "me who have been a.broa.4 for oTer ti'fe 19ara 
are being brought home o Be m4e it olear that '1.lo intention 
wae to shorten the t em. of' s srvio · ; " e ar hoping to llhorton 
this as shipping permits and as the war progreaa&• bu• I 
cannot do uy- more than I have saicl up to thti preaent• (19/ 
Gen/f. a !Y•ing Stan4ar4 0 L011W>n0 22 Feb 44). 

440 No p:ro-Yision & b ~ made tcr the return of 
Canatlien personnel to Oanada atter a period ot ovcseaa 
serv3.oe& nor hd therGt b en any large so exohange ot 
personnel exoept those returned to ·Canada tor mecll.oal rea80ne,, 
duty, liaie1on, P~Wo ~nscorte and eompassionate lea•• 1Ulder 
the Ciroumstanoes outlined previoU.$11 in tbis raport. Dle 
deterring faotore w re the lack of eib.ipping an4 the 1.ll&llpower 
situ~tion in Oam.4a (Memorandum ot A~D.A.G.(B) 2J!. o1~). 
Ne"fertheless th absence ot suoh prov!sion 11 in no of the 
publi.o u.nounoement ot Bl'it18h pol107 and the oppo:rtuni t1•• 
attord d to other Domin.1on troops and the Amerloaus, uoit•d 
oonsiderabl• dissat1sfaot1o among Canadian p rsonnel, 
especialll" t~ose serving in ltaly. This was partioularJ..y 
t:rue ot thoae who hacl been oye.raeao siu.oe 19)9. The toUow
ing extrao1i from a sol.ti rte letter quote<l in the ceasorahip 
R port f.roJll l6m~l t!ar was tyPioal ot many! 

I am sure at home there are plenty ot alfl•
bo41e4 ·men to tsk our plaoee some who "f.uuld 

Th U .s. plan waa not applicable to troops in u .It. or 
Hawaii dUe· to the bett living conditions and th• laoe 
ot battle atra1n (B.Q. J4-27-55-ll (Vol l)i f.!emorand1111 
ot Maj-a.ea R.F.G. Letson. Adjutant-General) 
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take ovc tor awhile .mile we met our loTe4 oau 
( 2 C4D 1'4 Ad> ) . 

"(o.u:.H.Q.. t11• 17/Canata/21 Bxtraota troa . 
A,ppreoiation and C-:ieorship RflPOrt HO. 41• 
Per1o4 16-'l Mar 44. Por tunher eztrao,11,eto. 1 
aee APPX "O") 

In Maroh. aa a result ot an artiole in the "Eighth umy •ew•• 
1>7 the ohaplaln ot L. Bdma R., the eubJeo't oam• tro the tore 
in nc-'W&papers in. Canada. The Arrq Oounoil meeting at o'tawa 
on 16 Mar 4eo14e4 tbat .D.P.R. should make a oaut1ou publlo 
release while the A4Jutaut-Generel would splore th• ma't• 

further and obtain the views ot tb.e Chief ot Staff at o.m.H.Q.. 
H.Q. 54-27·5.5-ll (Vol 1): Exwaot from MS.nutea of Meeting 

ot Ar11fY counoil, 16 Mu 44). The ~bllc R•la~ions Releue, 
which •nt out the seme day• stated that 

••• the matter has b ea understudied tor aome timeo 
Operational requiremm.ts ••• mab it im;posaible that 
suoh leave be gre.nte4 at tho preeet time, 'but t.b.• 
pol107 for the future 1e the sul>jeot ot oontinuiq 
1nYest1ga.t1on. 

(Ib:t.4t Publio Relations (Al'»lf), 16 Mu 44) 

45. Ia Msroh 1944 Lt-Col G .. s. Curne, Deputy ld.a
ieter ot National Det"moe (J\l'JD.7) 'fiat t~4 the UD1te4 King4oa 
llher~ he 41ecuase4 the queation ot leaYe to Canada w1 th 
Gaaeral ll>D.tague. It was agr•cl however, that a.otbing 
oould be dona tor .the present owing to th faot· that aot1•• 
operations on the oont1n.ent of Europe wore then. pad.in.go 
In acld1t1on there WQ the queation ot 8hipp1ng to b • oon• 
s14ere4 (19/0ana4a/2: M.G.A. to D.A.G., O.M.B.Q., 14 Apr 44). 
On 1;. J.pr, tollo'4ng. the 'Yisit of the Deputy Minister, 
General Montague diJ:Goted the D.A.G., C.M.H.Q,. 1 Brigadier 
c .. s. Booth, to have th matter ot ;Leave to Canada oona14•ncl 
trom &Tey angle ao that the idea• ot the Commandei- OTer•ea.11 
"are or,ystalllze4. and we can make 4et1nite reoommend.ation• 
to the Go.,enment n (!l!!!) • Ria own quiolc appr eoia.t1on 

• o .waa that we ould be glad to ha e a eyst• . 
tor leave to Canada ••tabliehed, but that it 
would be ent1r ly dependent on NoD.H.Q.. pro
duoing the ehipping. I tb1Dk the Deputy Min
ister appreo1ates th.ta. 

(Ib14) 

4611 During the same period C.M.H.Q,. took a abort 
step 'owards meeting the pr0blem ot llOme lea.Ye. on 27 ~ 
General Montague, in. a letter to _Lt-Gen H.D.G. Orerar, 
G.o.c.-1n...o., First Cdn AXm:(, proposed the adoption b7 the 
Oauadian Army Qf' the reoent~y appro'fed War Ottio• Tn-wowi4 
soheme. "As you know", he WC'Ot e, "then 1s a conei4 er&bl• 
demand for ganeral leaTe ~ Cena4a tor thoae soldier• wbo 
have been awe:t fr0m home tor a matter of :our year• or nore, 
Sld the adoption ot th• tri-wound soheme would 1n a mnall 
measure help to meet this demand" (o.r&.H.Q. tile 8/Tr1-Woun4/ 
l: MoG.A. to G.O.C.•in-C. 11rst Odn Army, 27 A.pr 44) • Thia 
scheme, as proposed b7 the War ottioe, pl'Onde4 tor the 
return to the trn1te4 Kingdom ot personnel who ha~. ·been . 

. 110unde4, other than tr1 Tally, tbree times sinoe J '3_., .• 
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Qu&litying wounds. wer• those which ha n oesa1ta.t84 remo1·al to 
Gmwral Hosp:ltale, Casualty Clearing Stations, or J'1ol4 
Dr ssing Sta·tions. Personnel would be returned to th• Uni tod 
Kingdom and retained there for at least three moath&o Ir 
applying such a soh~me to th Canadian f'orooa it would b · 
necessary to oons14er the return of personnel to both th 
United KingdJlm and Oenadao Although General Crerar telt that 
th sohame '9)uld be unlikely to af'teot, at least tor somG> con
eid rable time, any great number ot Canadians he thought "it 
might assist in · meeting the demand tor leave to ca.nao.a by 
dealing with some of. those oases in Wllich the gre test hard
ship and anxiety had. been suttered by the families at homeco 
(Ibid: Arl!fl' Command r •~ M.G.A. • 30 A:Pr 44)o He felt that it 
neoaasary in determining qualitications to eliminate trivial 
wunds, selt-intlioted wounds or aooidrmts dtNt to impropor 
oonduotio Following approval by the ~commander the pro
posal was submitt;ed to D.N.D. tar th 1r oon0Ul'rano0. Ott;awa 
approved the plan on l Jun but requested tha~ it "be extended. 
to include tllose twios wound&d who ha11e had more than tour 
years away from Canada" · (ibid: Tel A.G. 4729, DEFENSOR to 
CANI'.ULI'I'RY 0 l d\m 44) • As only a amall numb er ot persomiel 
wer0 involved in any eyent, tha pxoposed change was oonourred 
in and steps taken to put ~he aoh m$ into efteot. B toru 
this could be done however. a fresh proposal was reoe1-..ed 
from Ottawa sugges,ing that th qualitioation "tl'lioe woundcil 
and tour years' overseas" servic be ohangecl t~ nwioe 
wounded and three yearst aervic n (ibid: Tel AoG. 4821, 
DE'Fl"~SOR to C.ANUl:LITRY }O Jun 4.4)"' AOoording to a survoy
made by OVQrseas Reoords Oftioe p rsonnel with two woundn 
and tour years overseas' s0rv1oe numbt0re4 171 and those with 
two wounds and three but less tl:i.Gn :four yearaC overseas aer
v1oe 23 (ibid t A.D .A.G. (A) to D .AoG. C. M.H.Q. 0 l.S Jul 44) o 

It would therefore ma.ks little dittereno trom the poin' of 
vie ot shipping or replacements whether a three or tour 
you qualifying period was adopt~d. 'l'b.e D .. N.D. am.endm.en1; Wd 
inoluded th~refore and the Tri-Wound Sohem instituted early 
in August l'" by the publloation ot a Routin Orel r (Ovar
se& R~O. 4902 1 9 Aug 44)o 

41 A Mean bile both in 081Aacla and O'Yeraoas work oon .... 
ti.nu. cl on the evolving of a pol 01 tor !l?me leaT • 011 2 Ma:! 
44 a letter, as roe ived at Cc. M.H.Q,. trom Brigadier E.G. 
weeks, 0.1.c. 1 Cdn sec G~li~QCI l Eoh A.A.I., outlining th~ 
vie ot the G.o.c. l can Corps on b.e subjeoto In hie eubco 
mission Brig 41er Weeks ret'ex-re<l to the faot, al.re 41' not.a. 
tha other Empire farces and th An\erioaus. had a pollo:r 
governing return home on lea e ( e APpx "D" ) , an.4 thv.t f'hc 
absence of e. 1> SJdlar policy f'or Canadians ha4 reaulted i:?A 
dissatistao ion on th part o Cana41a troope in the MBd-
i torran ean theatr~. For this ree.SOll, it was requested. th t · 
'iihs granting ot leave or abse oo to Canada. should be gl •vtn 
immediate oonsi4erat1o:n and a polioy aunouno&d., Brigad.~tar 
Week:& put :torward on behalf' ot thG comm.ender l C4n Cor1uu 
several proposals towards the tormlllating ot a polioyi 

(a) No servio o lea e to be grl!\llt betore lS s'.~P 44 

(b) The length of servio o counted as qual1t,:U-J .ror 
suoh lea'fe to be tour 79ars' unbrok · n a rnc11l 
outsicle Oanada. or Which period six mnthe a :tat 
havqJ been s rv d in A~A .. I., 

. .t"' 
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Olll.7 ' per o81lt ot unit at~th to proo•e& a 
eerno e leaTe 1D. an.,. one moath. 

. . 
I or tJlOse eligible UD4er (b) pret•reno• to be 

giTeA toi 

(il In.diY14uals 111.th lOJlse•t aenlo•c 
· (11 Marn 94 perflODJl•l • 

(111 lD41:r14u.ls with •atiataotory 
ooDduot •. · 

LeaY• of sbaenee, beaecl on eerv1o •• to be 
separate trom. oompuaionate leave. 

(19/0aa4a/2: Brigadier Weeks to Ob.iet ot statt, 
O.M.H.Q. 0 2 May 44) · . 

A JJ¥>nth later1.;on 2 :un, Maj-Gu. U>ntagv.e requasted Brigadier 
Booth to expecu.te the prepua~ion ot a pol107 atPPreoiaUon 
with a Yiew to hoing a syet• ot leave in toroe posa1bl7 .. 
earl¥ as August. (Ibid I M.G.A. to D.A.G., O.M.B.Q, •• 2 Inn 
44) : 

48. In aooordemoe with tbis ustNo,1on a •tat.mat 
was p:reparet eowr1ng the situation an4 setting forth a ~o
posecl policy. The ohiet ob•tacle was the non-ava11abil1~1' ot 
shippillg. 'l'bis quenioJl had been dieousaed. with the Wa 
ottiofJ, whiol:l, although •111Pathetio, would make no 4efiD1 te 
commitment aa t.o What &Jhipp1Dg spao ooulcl be placed at the 
41spof3al of th• Cua41an author.lti•s. Thia~ the Wu Oftloe 
pointl)Cl out, was clependa.t upon ope,:-ational requirement• • It 
was1 llowner1 eUggeste4 that prob~l1 2000 men pear su.th 
cou.1.d be llanCllel. W1~ regQri. to the numbers inTOl'Y•4, a 
rough &un•1" ha4 bNa made at OYGl'seas B•oor4s ott1o• Whioh · 
indioated that thue were 451000 personnel aen1ng oT•raea~1 
who had arr1ve4 . ia th• UD.iteo. .King4oa 'Prior to ·Beoem.ber 19w, 
and L\0,000 who arrived prior to Deo•ber 1941. These 
tigu.ras, owing to the oontj4ant1al nature of the iaquiry • wen 
not oons1dere4 statistioal.11 aoourate but suttio1entl1 llO 
to oonsi4etr the qw.ation on a broad basis. (Jbi4r A.D.A.Go 
(B) to D.A.G •• C.M.B.Q. J 10 Aug 44). Thu• a eoh8J'D.8 baae4 OD 
the oond1 t1 one oft 

( ) no more than ; per oent o~ wait strength ~o 
prooe94 on le :ve during any one montht 

(b) the qualifying eerv» e to be tour 19arat 
unbroken eerv1.c • out aide Cana4a3 · 

would mean that, baaed .on. the 4; 11000 estimate, 2200 woul.4 
prooe@d Oil l&aT• each month~ Apart trom tho•• oon41t1ou 1 t; 
was p1•oposed that preterenoe be gi'Vtm to those peraonnel 

(1) with tho longest reoord of serviOo; 

(11) in .a 'heat.re ot operations with tih• lonse•i 
senioe ou tei4e the tJ .x. J 

(111) Who are marr1e4 an4 1hose wiTea are res141ng 
in oanattaa 

• IOcoriiiii to a aurve1 con4uo'Si4 ·arottawa im.°l!iiih 1944,, 
thcire we: .. -e at that time 17 11 000, men. who had beam. oyer•eu 
fo11 mre than tour years and 281000 who had been over•ea• 
tor more thu thi-•• years. InoJ.uAed in these tiguna wre 
2000 missing and PW . personnel and ;oo u.K. enllstmtnta. 
Tllfl same survey al&io re"t'ealed ~hat •1.nc e the· beg1ml11.lg ef 
thCi war 26~60~ .Hr~el ha411tura~ trom oyeraeu • . 
(B~Q. 54-21•5:5-ll 'VO~ 1)1 D.A.G.(D) io A.G. 1 b & 14 Mar 
~, . . . 
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' 
C1T) wboa• oOD4uot hu b eoa aat1etaetarv. 

Duration ot the hOae l•av• wu to 'be 'o 4.,. p1iaa t;raT.U'lag 
t1Jle, . (llt14) e Atta Ohan.sins the four JWat qu•J lf t1Dg . 

. -P~riCPd tir'TOe ant OD• halt years '1l• 11.G.A. cm. lJ Aug ... . 
· mi't•d $he proposal to the ~ Comaa4er tor ht• oonour•o• 
.fi'4a:A.).u.~~A., c.u.H .. Q. to G.o.c.-u-c., lirai Ccla AnfT. J.' 
49. . . At 'hi• tlm o .u.B.Q. ha4 to had .a propoaal o:u 
the sae Sllb.jeot but on more general 11nee troa D.1'.D. Tlle 
bas10 14 .. wu ror a penod ot noae leaT• ba.s84 on. length or 
aervio• o'fereeaa. the Jllhimwa qualit)'ing _peziod to be thl'M 
rears. D.N.D. poia,ec'l out. howe'fer, tha' th• 8ho::rter _qualitr 
1ag _pe:d.od wo1114 aean that a larger aWlber ot pereonn•l 
woul.4 be eligible u4 1D.orease the 41ttioult1Ge ot prov141D.g 
ebipp1Jlg u.4 replaoementa. AJa.ODg 'lih• points raise& 1n the 
D.B.D. lett•r w•re (1) Whetho:r the plan should ct•d OQly to 
th•airee ot operation or to all pe:naanel oYers•UJ (11) th• 
met.bed ot selection. from amoag tllOae eligible J· (111) trade• 
pa,y and 1ihe polieJ" in regard to rake ot iaezisonnel rettan.e41 · 
aa..ad.ng Taoanoiea in th• ove.neu. oetabliahmeat were tilled.' 
and '(1Y} the reta1J1on of eertaia oatsgor1ee ot personnel irt 
Cane.4a. D B.D. esiiimated that t.he ttotal period ot a.beeu.OG. ot 
an 1a41Y14ual trom the time ot departure from hie ult mt.til 
his retura overaee.s would be about three aon.the. Thu th• 
DWll>er ot overeeu personnel available tor 4u'y would be . 
cleoreased by thl-ee times the 1111nt.H1r ot personnel returning to 
Oanada ill a a:mth and to ottset this would roquiro -that a 
oorresponding numb• of l.""Oplaoemsnta 11• aent t:rom Oaad&~ In 
taot, repl.aoeuenta would continuously be required thJ'Ou.gb.out 
the operation. ot any such scheme, due to the awnber ot 
peraoanel returning for leav· , who 'l(Ould ·be permanently re. · 
tamed in caada · tac reasoas au oh ae age aid oatcgory. The 
replacement problem would bs further oomplioate4 b1 the 
necessity ot providing apeoially quali:ti e4 personnel, par
tioularl;r t:radesmen. (Ibidi D.B.D. to C.M.Ho'loo 4 Aug 44)a 

500 · . · On 14 Sep o .M.B.Q. final.11 reoeive4 a rfl)lY 
from Bee.dquarters J'irst can ~to their eubm.1sa1on ot !; 
.AUg (see para 48). Since the proposal waas tirast ma4• 1'he 
s1 tuation wl th~ the Army as ieG!4a oasualt1e11 an4 reiDforo .. 
mente had eo g:t~tl7 imt>rove4 t tho Army oom.au4•r telt 
it w be teasi'ble to put a scheme in operation in nttloieat 
time tor th• first ctratt to reach home by Ohrinmu. (Ibi4r 
H.Q.,; Firat C4D. Al'm7 to o. .B.Q. •• 14 Sep 44) 0 About thi• 
time tho Mini.ate ot Na1i1onal J>etao•0 Col ;r .L. Raletoa~ 

· visited Ital.J' aad on his ntm:11, as .a result of CJ.UG&tioas 
put; to him while there• J'Gqueste4 o .M,H.Q,. to proV14e h1a 
with essential 4etails on "leave to Oensla :f'ol' troops With 
O'fer tour · yeast oYerseas serTioe, six month.a ot whioh •i•t 
in a theatre of operations~ (Ibi4t D.A.G. to A.D.A.O.(BJ, 
C.M.H.Q. • 6 Oct 44). BJ' 14 Oot s 4eta11e4 etu47 of tihe 
subject had been mad.ea; o~M.H.Q,. whioh showed that p•raonael 
of the Cana4ian . A;n.y 0T4t:taeas with noi less thu tour yea.rat 
sel"V1oe overseas numb.rod 2066 ott1oers and 28 006 oth.,;r 
ranks ot 11b.1oh 619 ottioers sad 120 778 other ranks were la 

a ti~er1 ·a 21 Sep, !lie tr."'A'. I 4~1.6. 1; t!ist"'Cli .Ar91. 1

dii! ' 
T.i~e4 o .M.B.Q. that n ••• tho im.pro'fea. atrength po811i1.on. of 
int bns ••• unforiunatel7 hat not ·been born.ct out b1 aotual 
re~eipt of bodies"• Be aake4• howeveri that the stuclJr 1Dt . 
th problem of home leave oontinue. ( '/0&1JA4&/2t · 
Walford to O.M.H.Q.., 21 B•P 44) 



A.A.I~ ot the latter gro~p , 58; officer and llp24; other 
ra.ult.s had ha4 six months service in th Meditenanean 
theatre. In a4d1tion a oaretul n&m1nat1on of the re1ntoro•
mnt situation had resulted in th 'fin that t that time 
leav to Canada oould only b permitts4 on a tok•n bas1e ot 
SOO per month tor both theatres and the U .K. Allowing tor 
travelling tw and 30 dayst lea'fe in Canada personnel 
would be away for three months. This woul.cl mean that pro-
1'iaic•n would have to be made or i;oo r•paoementa b•tore 
lee.To personnel would start to return oversee.a. (Ibid: 
A.D.A.Go(B) to D.A.G., 14 Oct 44) 

;1. At Ottawa o 29 Oet the Adjutant...Q.eural out
lin~ before meeting ot th& 1iJ!mY Oounoil in. th . ottioe ot 
the c.G.s., plan tor the iJlstitution ot a system ot lea\'e 
to Otmada which had been amv 4 at atter consideration of a 
number ot alternat1 Te sohemee put f'orward by the atatts con
cerned at hou and overa11ae.. The basio pr-lno1pl ot the 
scheme was that leave would be granted f'irst to tb.e in-
41 vidual who oombin.ed longest senioe OTe.l"aeaa with longest 
service in a theatre of opera.t1ons, and provided that: 

(a) All personnel with not lesra than tiv ~arlD 
sat1Btaotory oontinuoue aervioe overseas shall 
be eligibl # and that priority ot 4espatoh 
will be determined in individual oas s by th 
months of' s nice in the theatre of operation.a, 
nioh will add d to the total number ot 

months of continuous s rri.oa ovar e e., Per 
instanoe, a man wJ.th tour and one halt 1ear 
overse s, six monthm of m ch 1111. 1D the tr'9 
ot operations, would b~ oonsidered a having 
total ot fi va y era t servie • 

(b) Personnel should have thirty · leer days at 
hoine. 

( c) Leave ould be granted only to personnel 
esirous o:r r etuming to Oa.ns.4a. 

(d) The per:l.oi of e0rvioe in. a theatre of opex• .. 
tions \\?Oul.d be computed trom. th~ date ot ·de
parture from th l:lnited KingdOa. 

(e) IA :ve uld be equally available to single aa4 
married ms., d should b in addition to 
existing a.rrangem.ents 1n respeot to •t:ri-vound" 
leaTe, Ps.o~w. escorts md return on eompus
ionate leav • 

(f) Allocations to th atres ot op rations antl the 
tJnited Kingdom uld be made by c.M.B.Q. 1n 
proportion to the number who quality in eaoh 
area. 

(g) An initial quota ot 2SG per month be authorized 
immedi tely. 

(h) Bastd on monthly quota of 2;0 en4 in th 
light ot expel"l nee in dealing with persouei 
~eturn.ed to Canad on oompamsionate leave, etoo 1 
it is estiat d that approximat ly ll25 re
plaoement would be required betor any peraomtl 
returned to their units. 



•• cr\on• 
-- :(\.\fat::> . 

c2re 0.1.3 \. ~o\J 
\J~a'j ~. of t'C\.e neO. on 

'l!he Milit ,..- 2 n \'b 2 nc'C\. o. resig w e1ne1r 
apt>.,..... 'f w~t~ tt8.~a "B\on \\2 µ .... ..-4 that it shou14 

no.;o. t1 ~ . to tne er. RS,lJ.sllfbhtO , . ...s ·P~:.::-:!r::1~. 
Nl\e eec'C\. t'C\.at era\ \J~ .oa. by him 'atai ...... ~-..PM~D--

~' :ring, a ~e not~ "t>'j 0:en • 4-27 ... ;; .. 11 (Vol 1): Adjutaat ... 
. o.u m).g,'0.t e\)\ace "' 1 Nov 44) · . 

1t ~as r . . 
anO. 'l'o ensure 'that the :tir•t quota reaohe4 home by 

n stmu, ·D.N.D. had uranee4 with tf .s Ju Depa.rt.at , 
thrOusl'l the Britiah Army S~df Wash:\agton tor 200 permonn.:L · ! 
to all.11 di.root trom :ttal.J' to Ouada na tr .s. poJrte (H.Q.. 54°" 
27•5!i•ll (Vol lh D.Q.11.G. (D), '1 Nov 44 and M1lat,Zf 
Waa!U.ngton to Q..M.G., 7 •ov 44). To provide a more equitabl 
reprGHntation by theatr&e, General m>ntasur1, after ooneul
taticn with the A:rN Cowwsndel', advised Ot~awa 'hat 1 t wam 
oons!4ore4 desirable the:~ the · tirat cillOta be> illoi-easel to 
450 a4Justmentaf to be me.de on su.bsequet quotas; tho 
div!m.on to b11 200 from Itai,, 200 froa Ne:rth ... west Europ u.4 
;o ti-om the United Kingdom. D.lf.])e ha.I 4osor1bed. as . · 
•ligi.ble those with "••"satiataotory .... servieono "Sati•tae~ .... 
ory11

41 General M>ntague noted,, would be lstine4 as all &erv..\oe 
exoept time spmt in detention and aflditionally would exolucle 
from the scheme tbOse with ba servi.oe during the pa.at JG·u. 
He urged that any publioi ty given to the moheme em.pbasiz• 
tha~ the leave was a pr1v.Llego, not a rigJ.l.t an.cl tlOuld bo at 
all times subjoot to tbct •xigenoies ot th senice. (l'/ 
Oanade/2' ~el A 9128 /j OAWMitITRY to DEFE NSOR' ll Nov 44 J 

;,. Th• bas1o principle of soleot~on was aa la14 
doa in the original dirGotive tl'Om. D.BoD.,, i.e. each ooa
pletud mont;h of sernoe out ide the Wutern BemispheJta but 
not ,,n a theatre ot operation.II to oouat one monthg eaoh 00111.
pletod montb. ot s•rvio e in a them.tr ot opere:lio:ruu 
(Med:l:terranean Ana a Nortll.-Wea Europe) to oouat tor two 
mon'bha. V~ou.e m.etbods ww m4opted by tormationa and urdt• 
to determine prioriticuJ of individua.le $qually quali:f1fl4 . 
unde:' the broader syet em. 'lo gi vo an sxamp 6) 6J !n th Royal 
Oanatl.1an Regiment, Whe:.ce thci allo•ment :f'or the first quota 
was t;bree and the number eligible 41 11 the matter was 4e15er
.mine6. by a draw (W .D. ~ R o .R .• , 16 Nov 44) o In aoa odes · 
sele<•t19n we.a tin.a.ll.y baosd on a close ecru.tar ot :ln4i.v14ual 
case histories and the most de ening ohOf'mo - The tinel 
4eoi aion in oont.entious cases rest· ea. with a.n otticer tliO 
grad.flit above the soldierts ium0tiate commanding of:t1••r, 1.eo 
the Brigaie Oommande:r in the O$Se ot a inttmt1·y soldi•r .. · 
(19 Oana4a/21 Tel A.Q. 16 H.Q. JU' at Och\ A;&"mY to o .M.H,.Qol·· 
10 NtlV 44 and f•l Ao9l29 OoM.H.Q,. ito_H.Q. FiJrfit Otbl Artq0 l 
Nov 44). I~ was also agreed that leave quotas mould oorrea
pond bf rank in beth thttati-ss in proportion to tb.e numbers 
on strength ot ottioc-s warrant ottioer , n.on-oomm111eion•cl 
offio ere and privatem ( . bid) • -
S4. . M was to be cpeote4 ti number ot a.axid.Jd.atra-
t1ve 4irt1oultiea BJ'Ose soon after tho inauguratio~ ot 
Rota1;io.n Leave. These reul.ted oh1etlf t:rom the pol.:!01 of · 
retaJ.ning leave personnel on the strength of the A;r'l!J1 over
seas pe.rtl1 in order that they: Jligb.t not lose their rehab• 
1litation re<li.ts an.4 partly becaue1& it wes inttm4e4 taiat 
tb..ey return overseas on coJQletion ot leave. ·As a result, 
ddowuentation and '»SJ' proo eclures en oompl1oa~e4 awl 4•1.,.. 
were oause4. In order that personnel .oul4 not au.tte• an,. 
loss ot seniority or pay~ D.N.D. had la14 down that l•aTII 
·pereoanol . would :retain acting ranks and lance appointment• ~ 

Unfox·tunat.iy at C .M"H.Q.. am B.Q.. Ji.rat Ob , . .ArmS' th1s · h'\lio.g 
waa taken to @PlY to officers drawing speoial rates ot '9&7, 



""21 ~ 

1.••c. comand and gra4e4 pay,, After aumeroue cables ha4 
paseod bo'iween LodOll and Ottawa on th1a matter of apo-al 
rates, thd subject would appe~ to have been oloee4 wit.'1 a . 
oo~oation trom th~ A.G. to the tteot that 

.,.agreement td.th ••• propoaal Uld nso.aaitat• 
ubmisston to Pr1"1 oou il 1n turn aeoaasitatlag 

estimate of cost am. th1s co».s14ere4 impo.082.bl• 
to 'oom»ut th reby making poaaibili$T ot ta,,..UJ1-
~l reaction uy Privy Ooimoil remote. 

(~S1/Canada/2: Tel AG i;11tl DEFENSOR to CAR .. 
,.atl:TRY it 2~ lan 4 S) . 

5Jo , 'lhe first per&onnel desp~tched under th• 
Rotation Leave ~ohemG .,,,· 200 tro11 A.A.I. i 2;0 ~oa H w .E.. enl 
'O' .It. - sailed. f';aom. U .. x. an4 Italien ports at the end. of 
Nev~ ero Subsequat drafts deperted for C&nada. at roUghlf 
montb.lf iatavals in thGS mon.the followine to d\uld 194.5. 
Hogoi;iations between Ottawa an.4 tb.e Ov•reoas author1titu1 lei 
to a gradual inoreaee in . t 4) aise ot umtte mad ia •he ti.'t•t · 
tour mo11th11 ot operation l!Omta 41o84 all r~ ~i-e re~d. 
to Cnna4a (B .. Q. 54-21-;;-11 (VoJ. 2) Adjutsnt-0.neral to 

e Deputy Minister Arm:!) s 9 Apr 45). · (For f.'\U'ther 
etc.t5.atio&l 4ata ee A.'PPX "E" to tbia Report) o 

56. Although the origiae.l intGn~on was that 
p rscinnel grante4 Rotation Ullave o Canada would return ovor• 
seas on the ooJQPleti.011 ot muo l.0ave:t> in practi .e only 
a vm.•y small numb ar returned The chief' ree.soua tor :r•t•-
tion ot these personnel in Oe.nada were m141ool &Ad o•..,. 
passionate. A SurTe:r conducted in Cee.da amoag 192 Otha"" 
ranks from the first two ~uotaa revealed. that 95i wen 
reluotut to return overaeas on oonwletion of loavca by 2' 
:an EIO~ of pereonne otb~isc available for retu.rn ha4 ••
mitto4 applications tor stension at l.Gav or retention b· 
Oauac1a on oospassionat grounds, . Addi tional.lf Medical 
Officers examining the person.uel SU.l'"' fed ee ime.ted that ' 
401, 1IO'tll4 be ase1gned PUIBEMS gradings beilo th IJ tal\d&rilD 
tor their form r overseas ·uties., (Ibi ; Memorandum R • . i l . 
seot3.on n.m.D. ~o J ') on 17 D o t!aj-Gen Wal.tort aA
viseCl. c.i.t.H.Q.. that 

-

view hel4 h o shared by ?vtlnis er th t as m&'0.1 as 
possible of personnel deepatohed on Rotation Leave 
bet retaine h 1'$ tor period of •ix moDths or longer 
and Posted. to H.W.Ee. to rGleasa G.s. and N.R.MoA. 
personnel into reiatoroement stream • . Will al.so 
h6 d•sira~l• offoot of pcnrtiauy · staffing A:rm'Jf iD 
Cemada with Overseu personn.0 and be G ult1mats 
aid in demobilization. 

(19/0anada/lt 'l l A.G. 88'1, DEFmJSOR to 
CA?DaLITRYf. 17 Dec 44) 

. ovoraeas It cords Office in a mQmGra».dnm to AoC. (State) 
O .. M.B.Q. 01\ .S N '' gives the n.umba ot personn•l re.: 
tljir.ue4 as 49 oftieere and 44- other ranks (A.G. state 
Wcirld.ng Filos in poesesaio:n HoBq4) 
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Fit personnel desiring to retum overe-.s ancl key personnel. 
desired bl' Overseas authorities vrould not be rota1ne4.:. 'l'Jle 
gover.uing :taotor would b• the current reintoroement situe.
tiono C.,M.H.Q,. replied that this ·propoeal was not aoceptabl.e 
until reinforcements sohe4ul.ed tor January and February were 
in the U .K. ancl available tor posting to th• Rorth-W st 
Europe theatre (ib14: Tel CciO.S. 85i CANMILlTRY to DEE'lltSORa 
20 D•o 44} Q By 29 bee polloy waa that normally personnel 
deapatohed to Cana4a on Rot tion Leave 'llOuld return Overseas 
on its oomplet1on but that personnel. whoee PULBEW gr&d1ng 
was lower than that required tor the tY'Pt' of employment hold 
at the time the leave wae lP'anted would be autoaatica~r 
retained (ibidl '?el A.11154, CANMILITRY to DEFENSO.Rt ~ ])GO 
44). The ~er again arose in th0 toll.owing month Whc 
o .M.ll.Q,. oonourred in a suggestion trom D.B .D. that the l&tteJ 
deoide on applioatioma from Rotation Leave personnel tor ro
tention 1n Canada on oom.passionatc grounds w.l.thout ret•r•noe 
to the Overseas authorities~ (Ib14 t Ta.l A.G. 4557, DEFllfSOR 
to CANM!LITRY:r 16 Jan 4.5) -

5'1. On 27 Feb an annoUlloement bf the Ministor re-
vealed that ot the tirst three quotas, comprising 1992 ell 
ranks, all except s; were b e1Dg retained in Cauada tor use in 
the home establishment. At ths sems time, D.N.D. intarme4 
c.M.H.<i. that 

In future personnel despatch~ on Rotation quot 
which will be set trom time to time b7 D6f'enaor 
will normall.S' be r tained in Canada for b ene1'1 t 
of Arrq here. 

(19/0u.ada/2/2: Tel A .. G. 540, DWEl'lSOR to 
CANMILITRY, 2'1 Feb 4.5) 

Individuals whose serrioes wero required b1 tho oversoas Arrq 
wouJ.4 in the future be oonsid«rf!d separatel;r :from the Rota
tion sohem(j. (Ibid) The new plan v.ras to doal th all 
personnel returiiiiii to Canad under four heade: 

First. Rotational Duty- sll ot whom will remain 1n 
Canada for at least six mo».ths duty following 4111-
embarkation lea.ve etc>o Second. Long Service Le&VeJ 
all phy's1cally fit of whom will return · overseas 
unless individuals after arrival in Canada apply to 
remain and you oonour. Third. Com:pasa1onate Le vs 
under present conditions including delegation ot . 
power ot deo1a1on v1de m}! Adgen 29 todays ds.teo 
Fourth~ Un1'1ts tmder pr sent regulation main en
deavour eb.ould be to build Rotational Duty group to 
lti.ghest possibl tigur wh .oh will obviously include 
some unfits who qualify long service formula. 

(Ib1d: C.M.HoQ,o to H<JQ,• First Odn Al'm.Y 11 9 Mar i;r 
The Rotation Duty oatGgory would inolude all personnel retur.neJ 
tor duty ot tm.1' character rather than long eemc only~ Long 
Service Let Ye, on the ot:ier hand, we.a to be eparingly granted 
sinoe return overseas would b uow the exception not th ruleo 
'.fhis policy was arrived at bf D,NoD. as a matter of "urgmt 
and im,portunt national policy" atteot1ng not only tem111os 1n 
Canada but~"in light ot lat at intorme.tion post hottiliti~e 



,. 

58 During th · ffV n m.o».th p~rior.\ ~ 'O Eov 44- to . 
21 lfU1 45 , 2'9 Officer~ an~ '58J other re.nks w re r$t\U1l d to 
Oana<ta on .Rotabion L®ave and LOng S~i~ce L :v , i ; 'I 
ott1 e 1 . and 6022 oth ~ r on Ro tat· OD l'»lt11 m hg tot 
ot 6R6 otf'1oers 960; ctheir r a.mks (see APPX "E" for a.at l· 
Gd br o of ·th &HJ t o ) • A. thou D .!i .D, arl 1 sued 
a Ront1ne Or4 r (;1;01 G Dec· M) governing th NAting ot 
c mt1on Lea: no equ.iv t ord r ae er issue by c. B@ 

Q,. Initially t~e failure or e ov s~aa au.th rit10s to 
pu.bliob. a governing ord r st@m.met! f.rom th0 f aot h t t e 
vrording ot C .A .• R@O. Sl50 ohange<t the 1 asia q lifio&tiono t<n.• 
Rota1;ion Leav , 1 .. 0 .. , the D.N.D~ or4e.v read that " ll ranltt!l 
haT 1V8 yom.rs. oGOnt UQUS S rv1ae OV ~00 Bo.~" ea4 . at 
"in lJ.e · rming priority in in 'l vidual cases~ s r 19 in 
oper' tional the tr •• - all coun · O.oublon. 'fh ov0rwe 
pr ctioe as ·hat personnel wit:h equi al.et ot fiv 
year t oontinuo s aerv1 o ou be eligibl · ?J t r ~lo 
indi 't'idual with four and one half ye rs of oon t nuo· s se .c 
ov0raeas six months of ~ ioh had bGm i a th atr of ope~ 
ations would count as having tivo TSar>G' eont.:nuo ,s sel'v .... e<il;i 
The feeling at c.M .. H.Q. .. was that no 0hm.ng0 00.oul be mr5411 a 
the oversea.a B3t&te.m ot sel! ction but tilat nt' overs as order 
would b issued un:til tho · l"WaG olar1.i~d b DoN .Do (15>/ 
Canad /2t D.A.G •• C.M.H.Q. to D.A. & Q.M.G~ F1r t dn ~ ~ 
29 J'~ 4.5) e During h! v1eit in ebru Y': tho j it t
General discuased this point . th Army Co~er on 
9 F ib oabl d D N .D. th t he as n eemont ~r.i. th tho GV - rd> 
ee s vlew and that O.A .. R.o. ; 50 should be em. nde to o nf 

1 [if.ii itot'.mon""tei e·™-~ - r..w:rev-a o:r ·.iii e'h·· ·tor 
Ci.A.O.F. in Novemb r 194;~ Elig: 'bility was aaG4 Oll ( ) 
three yea.~s continnou~ eerviee out~ide Western llemtsphers 
(b) 150 points on th~ sam .. baeie aa t• ~ repQ.t i tion 
s1oheme (s · Hist see R port No~ 77, para \6) and (o) oit ... 
isfaotory S0l'Vi e. .A.e in th firl!t oh m p roo 1 w e 
x·etainod on etreng h o.. the ov '£ e~ A..vmy J.t~ h t -
tion that they u.ld e~u~a o-n the e ~1etion of le ~ b t 
ii.gain. A})Ut from a few lt· y persoW'! l . VeJ."Y t VJa rotun• 
©d. (see .9 /Coada/2/2 a~ 2/; to o 'l Jul t?.5 to 2 
4.6. 

The relnant Oana.di6Ul M:my Routine OrdE>rS w ttii .51;0 ~ 
em dme.uts .5211 11 20 Deo 44~ .524 6 an J!.; u4 .;55,, 18 
::pr 4.S; uhioh latter co ered the re ls sell.em a iagree 

to in Marea 194; • In addition uOS. 62 2, 9 :Nov 45it 
62'8, 6 Deo 4) and 64;7, 11 · 6 go-ve1"Jl . d t.11 graa iAg 
of Rotatio LG)ave o m ber of' th O adi .~ 
Oooupation lore • 
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TOTA.t NUMBER OF PEHSOlOO~L RE'fORMED TO C ~ o.D 



Dat e. 
s .o .s" 

c 0 0 s 
2:5 Deo 4 

APPE"iJ:rD. :x 7'AO 

.T Rist Seo A.H.Q';-Report No. 2~ 

STA'fIST.l CAL DA'l'A ...,. Po W. ESCOR'r DETAaHMENTS 

No 
o:t' 

O t~e 

6 

NO ~ l to 21 

No 
ot 

OoRs 
••WWO 

1~' 

l 1 Pera>nn l. returtied to cei.nada. t r <lu.ty 
(6/2 POW Eao 11t/'J.: Tel .. 84·2 CAWMILITRY 
to DEFEllSOR 27 ~ 4 ) " . 

....... - ... ----------·--· -·-· _.,. ______________ 1# 10 ~ &*& .... 

8 Apr 42 '1 16 P rsomua sro OOJllPO of 1 7 ooiro 
4ida.te, hfll b a.no bei· s m.c Os .. retum• 
ng for dut 1n Oanwla.. ~6/'1' POW Eec rt/ 

l Rop l .. ~; ot t e o e by U.tajor R~Eo 

Buok©r 0$0. No. 3 ow Enieo&t Dot~ 16 
/AP'f! 42 n · 

...... _.. __________ ._. • ....., __ _._...._. __ _,.. _______ .......,,, __________ ~,....,wa;z •-·~, .....,... 

2 D o 4 ' 7 

19 Deo 42 7 lOS 

(6/1. PO 1 E oort/J,/2: T© Av; 58 C~ MILI 
0 EFENS R $ ; Dee 42) 0 l m@l3'$> ~o ot 

tllia 'eto.ohm-nt w :CiiJ re. :D.od i- a. de. 
tor r ElOOIM'iJ ot ag. or ee.tcf:Pry ib , ; , 
A. 0 N111 .ll.Q.. 0 s.o .. ~ C .. M .. H,Q.:; 2.:; 
4 ~ 16 Msy tt.;;) • 

1 em> or ot thia a.at ohment eta.in 1 
Oemada for r ea.sons of go or o a\re ory 
( /j PO ~ !EJCO~t/ : A.GG ~ N 1 D • 4Q.~ to 

.O ~ 11 C ~M,H.,Q., ~ ; Mar 43 ~ 16 May 4,) * 

---------------------!·-----'-J"---l --D•---~-1-P-<L._, __ ,,_,_~------------,~--------
1.$ Composed ot 99 o date LOr OCTO~ 

bal.anc r-tu:rn d to duty (6/6 PO r Eaioort 
/lz Noml.netl. Roll of 8/E.UK/'J4, 8 i~eb 1.i3)o _________________ .._..._. __ ._.. _______________________ _.___ _____ ~-·-------

6 

7 210 

5; med> ot thio det ebm.Gnt wera '11 
tained in Cena . for r0 o· s f age o· 
c tegory ( 6/'1 POW Escor~/l t A.Go 01 • 

m.n H.Q. to s.o.~ o.M.H.Q.~ 2 aun 4,)q 

177 mealber of thia etachm.ent e G r -
t ned in Oan 4a tor raaao:o.a of o 
ct gory. ( /8 POW Efl~Ort/ : •s 
E.,D.H.Q.co to SoO. o: Ort .B.Q.4,, 2 ~ g 4;?) 

409 mam.bere. of this deta.o . ont 
tai ed in Canad tor r a.so a o. 

egory (6/ PO E oo t/ . A.G. 
N.D.H.Q. to a.o. C,M.B.Q., 18 ·P 43)o 



,. 
.... 2 .,,. 

Dato No 
S.OoSo ot 

..... o _ _..o"" ..... A-.o_o.f! .... s.._ ... __ o_f_=s....,.r ___ o_.Jt_s_ •• _ ... _, _____ '"'* .c~TI;;A,,..Q .... ~ .... ~ -· -,--=---o; 
10 6 112 (6/!0 POV/ Esoort/l· S/mK/62~ 17 Jun 4;J 

77 mi:> ers ct t.llio detachment er re
ta:Lne in · Can.ad for r so of age or 
oatert0r;r (ibid .. ! A.G. NeD.B.Qo ·. S.Oo 
c.~it~H.Q.; !TOot .;, 2 D Q 4}) 

------...-.---------------------------"·---..---------------------·6·-·----·----· --·--
l. 2 Jul 4; 7 210 ( 6/1.1.. POW 'aco t/l: no · naJ.. Roll of 

8/UXK/63, 22 Ju.n 43)) l.;'1 membex·s of th:i.d 
det.£!.()l\ment were r~Yt ·noel in Oonada a.a in .. 
· lig:Lbl0 fo;r. fur1:1lor duty overs(>as (!bid~ 
A.G. l~ oD 11R11Q.o 'GO s .o. f 0 M I:1..1Q..' 2'1 Oorj 
l3 Nov~ 2 D~o, 7 D c 4}~ 7 Jan~ .2 F b 
44) .. 

--·----·-------------------------------·-·-------WWW----T-1-IE-l•--
12 6 147 ( 6/12 POW Esoort/ • Te . A 2173 CA!if". LI'.5 

to D:ifil!EI~SOR, 6 J"u 43). 123 mcmb ""$ Of 
tn: a t .chm. n'ii vi ;: ~ e· '"ned in o a . 
for ~teaaona o ag o:t: t gory (:bid 1 
A.G·. !i ~ D~B. .. Q, .. ... iiO . s .o II c ~~H. Q, .. t 2.7 0 1 
.3.i: l.5 UO'lf 4;~ ; D c ; ~ ? Deo 4;.;, 7 J n 

). 

------·---------------·-------~--·--,...,...---...~ -----------·---·_,,.,·~------------'----
23 Jul 4} 7 

14 2 109 

Per j~ al ~etw: ed.fo. t llo."n.g reason t 
,aco"''; duty and la ,·e .. ~:.; ge ud o te 
~0.1? ~ 20 ~ ( 6/ } . ·Jw E. cor·u/ : '? l A · 
2 /.) J C.AilTHil:L.tr:R]' to .~E5FENSOR., 2; ( Ul 4;;) 

Pex-s:nnnel l s:,w:J?l~el for follr.>~, .ng 1"e .st?na 
E eo::1; du-Uy., .5; A.Gs. l sposalJ,l ·> 
I a~~:rucrjjCJ¥tOill 3t?·; OOTU, n.; (6/l4 POW 
Esoo::t/ : s o .. ~ c. " .. H.q. t Se :oet ry 

0 rt nt ot N t .on . Def nee~ '1· Sep 4;] _____________________ , ________ _,,.._.,,__, ___________ ~-
l.5 21 Aug 43 21; All ;p.:;rsol1n l retu: . .ned r · o aona ot 

or o ·.... l"Y ( 6/15 _ow Eseort/1: Te 
A.28i5J CANMtLITR!' to DEFlll'JSOR~ 21 ~.ug 6,}) 

----------ea•---··------· a~--------"'t._... ""',,..._ ____ ....,.._-! 
16 3 Feb 44 

~- ......,... ... _ .. _____ .,.._ 

l? lWle 1944 

7 

6 

Personnel :returned to~ t llotT.1.ng :r a one. 
P.o .. w. Eooort duty~ 23: uty, l; c:io .. 

f s :Lon te lo :ve, · , :r. looatio:n, 10} ; 
6/. 6 POW Eaoort/l: 'fel A. 746~ CAN 'l'R 

·'"o D.~ ENSOR, 3 Feb 4 ) a 

P.erso:i:mel 1·e·tur.o.etl for tollowing reasons 
Inst~uotorr.~ lOJ dut. t 9, con'9assionnt 
l :ve, 4 -~ wider· s ·, 7 ~oo.lJ~ocatio 01 ~o 
(6/l-7 POV~ E cort/l: Tol A. 4-1.56? 
0.4.NMILITRY to DFFEi.ifSOJ, .. !> 19 Jan ~'"4).,. 

------------------·----.... ------·-· -·---J,1..-..,.......@ 1$-~-·- Erl• ... ,..., T • 

8 June 1944 1 206 P.er i:>:on l returnod i'or · ollo · ing r a no· 
Insv:-u.ato:r # duty an cou.rces, 89~ POW 
soor d· ~y, S, com a? iona~a le 6· 

me aa:t .. ant\ age, 80' Teall cation: $~; 
( 6/l POW Esoort/l • '!>Gl A 4428' 
C.ANMILITRY to DEFE\lSOR $ 29 J'un 4) 

.._ ____ ,._ __________________________ ...._ ___ 4_W_ww+ _____________ M·-·-···----·-·----·-·-·-----



-. 
Date m> 

SoO SQ ot 
!2 I 9.~.: 0£L_~)f1"rlfl_,.-~,,,,_.._. 

19 102 

20 '1 

Pe· sonnal retu neil .i. ,,r •llcr~u.s -eaoo ·a? 
Inat:;~u. ·t;o:rs and du.t.7 :i f!; oomp.a:l on t 
los.v~ ;; POW OS ()?:' ... d1t<-1'!> 102, (6/19 
POW Escor·'1/l: el A...,;l..i.E,., CA!i JCLITRY to 
DEraliSOR, 2!) Jt~ 4..!~·} 

PeraonnaJ.. retur·ned t<:>'r .t.;>1 JYMl.ng rea or;. .. " 
· POW Eaoo:r.t t\ut11 £M·?>; oo;ay;,a~ei,t,nc't'Ga lea 
:55; ute111tillaneou.s~ ·7 ~ (.6/20 POW ·Ii· o ~t/l. 
Momi; ~l .?.1ll of Sj'Xm~:/J ... :t :; 1NETD) • lJ .... ~J. 
li.lt-) 

.._ ....... ""'..,. ___ , _____ .... __ . ___ ,.._ .. ______ ..,,, ___ .(f~~~,~--

21 419 

(Total to ~.. o 140 }094) 

22 November 19 

Pe-naox.mel ~etu."t."nec fO'l'.' z·ol}c~d !!; l'easons 
FQ 'J eac I"· ,1~ ty t ;i8B; co.m:p~u;i"'io~;.a 

e 0t 19; <Hl~ go~~r" 2 ; ,6/21 ~\r~· E~cor 
/~ : Ta: A~ 61: 9 ) C.AM? .. !.I~;RY ·t DmratiSOR' 
2b AUS 44.) f• 

No br· ra;;;;ao.~ a-v·~il: b1 '- ·:6/2' J?JW ... acc.k'·t, 
l: .. A,G. C.M.,ll~ .,,. '~:'I 0 ~C ~=· C ,.J 11E T,.. 
2,3 lr!O 44) 

___ _, ______ ·---~~ .. ltlb~- ·-1 •&kJlCP~·------'4trl'!IW _,_,,_ 

llOTE: .....__ (a) 

(b) 1 ~e dates ot ~"'c .. s ... o~ D •"'-;i_r.hm.e:\ lin ::Io., 1.l!· - i:: ·l"e · ·~o 
'o0 found in (; /. 6 ?OW ,if.CCOI'-!'/J : ££. :r.1;) o:r B!'.l&:iS.~.~v 7'' 

Eco th~ D .. A (,t ~ C ~ M.H ... i.. ~ .l !E.f:t •. • 41.: ... 

( 0) I:u. th@ OQSO <)f De'.j(l h.m0x:f' D 1tr· ~.'? - 2·. t. ~ ~~~c:..a 
dsi,es s.o .s, e.~o :1~'0 av2:: :t. ·h ~e; at .. :trc~3:o.g qr iii. 'i•hw 
Ol:! .. zt& g::._ n. 

( ) Oa.!'e shou.ld b · oxi~.i. uiaod l.U ·i;.~ f} u .... e ..,::' ·tjh.,,; ~·; P-;U.1'00 
gi -ii. under hmad. g ??Qorr@O :JA~1ion· ; u ·1.t.e iJtaLJ$ o: P..,li\ .. 
Esool't D taoJ.1Jnentm Noa l to 12 \ c. al ui'- .,~ o;: t oeo } 
em· 6) o Tb.ex~ :l · no o:'f'i1Jial '· 1~0~.J i!.o~n-'°' of t:J."': · 
t:l.gur~s givGJU UJ .dex h . J.'ll.9~ngo ~~Jrn~ ~ o:t• Oi'f:i.>O" and V?.loF.:., 
t; t 0 oRS tt, availa.hla e:t ~.~. ,,·~ ~ ; ' ~. 'bh0;1C g1 vmn in 
the final coltum cu"e to oe fOW.\d ~.n trio .'.i.;•aJ~r~~~e~1 eJ 
oit@dC> Th~so f3.gUJ.?('JtJ lrui9.y-(l; 'l>·o 'e#vci~'q, bi) 5....u.<~~Pp,1.e:' o 
end ehoul not b zrsgat' .~t'. e.J3 <'..t>~; t::i\;o c:-:- ~r:b.z1ur.lt5. 0; 
'hhey SGI"1is a"" a g<m.Gra1. gu:lde 01·i:t' 11-



Duty in Canada 
Medl.Oftl. 
6'veragel'Cauegory 
(Incl Reallocation) 

Co11I.Passionate Grounds 
tetiVe ii caniidi 
Instruc'tOrs 

.d .w .s.c. 

APPX "B" 
1'0 Hist Seo A.B. Q,o Reporfi No o 2J 

s STATISTICAL DATA - PERSO:tlNEL RE'l:U'RN"ED '.00 CANADA 
November 19:;9 to July 1944 . 

1940 1941 1942 194; 1 Jan 44-31 Jul 44 
· · · a O!ti;j ur.&..!."'C;> uRti or:rrs ? U.KS orrrs ui:ts or:tra ORS . 

516 I 389 455 281. 332 91 

i 

1i}'1 , ~ I i. .;1_ - .. ·~ .... . -~bl ' ... . 

Note: Th0re Viere no personnel ratu:rudd to Oana.da. dur:ng 19~9-? 

E Tb.es@ figures provi ded by A.G . (Stat) c . M.H Q • 

•• 



• 

tl£ STAT'1ST!CAL DATA .... .ARruVAW ' , U. K 11 

Period 

:; Nov - 31 Dec l9:;~ 681 

l Jan ... }l Dea 1940 280,5 

l J'en - ;1 Dec 194-1 598!5 

l Jan"" ?il Dee 1942 4720 

l J'aI.\ .,,. ;1 Dec 1943 6 40 

l Jan • ;l. Aug 194-4 4369 

TOTAL 

662~1.; 

38'79; 

72662. 

:>66c:S 



• · 

Year Prom Canada. F".eo n Canada To Canada To Canada I 

!ota!'""for- ~uniuTa'?rva-
~e: .• .,i., .... ,,., 

a~e . al l"OZ' 

Year to Yearts Year •o Yeart a 
E.ud End - ~ ......... .ww .• 

---- L$&4$ 

19}9 15,71, 1,5,71; - -
1940 ·4;,60; ;9,,16 i,,ao 1,;eo 
1941 69,.580 128,896 2$64: 4,021 

1942 66,812 195~708 9,060 i;,OSl 

194} 79,190 274,898 ll,}92 241f47; 

1944 62,,36 }?17 ,4:;4,. 2},0'/5 47,.548 
. 

;s; 0 l02Zi l~9~788 'm 1945 (to ;o oct·) 372iS:;6 197,"!>}6 
' .. 

' ,, ., ·-

1688 after l. 1un 

125~265 after l Jun 

The above stai;istios taken from File in pooseaoion of. ~~at:Lou · l 

Defeno Statistics know.a. as "Brigadier•s Bookn (Brig Aie~ J.P.A~ , 

Detalanne~ formerly D.A.G (A)~ A.H~Q.)o 

_, 



• 

Part B .-. ...... 

-or y w•" 
'1'0 Himtt s~,o AoE Qo Repo~~Va:...:.1!:; 

EXTHACTS FROM SOWIERSO LETTE..'iS RELA.T Tn 

TO THE Q,UliB'fIOM OJ!' LEAVE TO CAi.~..DA 

A1>preoiation and censorship R p1)rt No. ll·~ 
For Period 16 }l. Jul 1: .. 

:l:aolusj. a 

4o Home Leav • The increaoing wlum of OOillillali.\.t on the 
question of Jiome ·1eave indicatea how large this prob le 1 ia now lomu<I'.• 
ing ~ the mi31d of i;he troops. ho e v o have serv:"'d "'or nearly 
five y~ e are acutely- oonsoioue of tho taot tlm:t tkl9y arE1 un bla 
to look forward t~o a period ot 103.ve s &. c1u..1. e- rn d rigb.t 4 and ~h 
author· ti es are b 1 t er 'fl' cri io· ee(, for f.ailing to .t1'llto pro ieion in 
hie reapeot The granting of oompasaiona-ue leave ~b1 ~~xcspt1oneJ. 

ci.rcmmstancea, atd the detailing {'J'f: m.' fo.i..· P/tV Eso rt duty, b .. SLV 
eztaJ. t,ended to aggravate the question n 'Gha eyea of the z>em&i!ld :V.-o 

(a) An. otfJ."'t ".i! , o. nw:1·ter of · ao~, leave is one of' .,he 
shocking things acouC mo Cd A:...rainy,. .'l'here is n.o pro"'"ier 11 tor getting 
men home at all, no mat·ter 11.1he.t lengt.b. of ·time ·they hav@ been ove;.:-.... 

as r out o::. Canada,. We are ·t e on.J.y army th t ha.a not a pol i S' 
overing this matter~ We ge~ a few of the more urgent ones home o~ 

the odd P/Vf Escort but it ts a bad ti:Ji g an... I v 18h the.r would d.o 
something about it Of oourae "'he old ory is ie can't e.t'to:rd 11 
manpower and so. bee use th y ion~t~ u e the ptJwe~s I.he.., have~ the 
lads that volunteered get it in tho neok just tha'<i m.uoi. mol"e. 'Uw 
time overseas is getting · oo lo g for a lo of the lr:i.ds. The nuinher 
ot tomes that a.re breuing u1 a:-e t Q d 1.Dl.iJ. many and b.e only aol· ... 
ution of it ia tci get the lads 11om0 that have be n awerr too long. 
There9 s a very strong fesling of re· entmeD.1:. grow ng · n some o·:." th$ 
.men about ·thin ati.4 although :..t l1ae :ti ttJ.e 0tteot on thi.~ operation 
over hare I toel they 'ill b.e.ve Q.Ui te a bit to aay af't'1:r. they ·et 
home~ Ae a matte;ir of ~aot i will probably ba e. good thing It v-ri~l 
make some people wake UP"• 

(b) !::E: P...:2.:0..t.1 "The ft...m tloane ge:; a nt home art r 
eighteen months overseas and th lf l!~.is.b. le.d with ove-;; fou.r yeaJ:' 
ovel'~!e1s have all. been aent back but as usual the Ccw.edian is kep-t· ii" 

(o) A w9o. ~ "I don~t think that I ooul.O. feel r:my 
better, ether thailoei:!lg lone me and tired. o this tn._\ugll Sw?ely' 
they will do something tor us aoc;.n, i they ha entt forgott. "'i'l tha'i; we 
are cvar hei .. eO' l think that we he:va U.one Ol\ Jial"t in this hall t 
a waI' o :6'i ~·e yeax·a 1e. a long t:i.r e off a man li! e ~ 

· (d) An N C110 .. : "I SiSe wh e I m.atta a mis{;.uke~ in. no·G 
getting married bifOFe'Tlett Conrtda a-s ~-11. ioorried m+.:;u. who ha~J'tJ 
been a"Ja~ trom home enywhel"e from three ··ears snd up ar gett:J.ng 1.ne 
privileg·" of escorting prisoners 1 aok to O~cla~ Gu.ssa I ll jusrt 
have to remain until the end" o • 



United 
States 

South 
Africa· 

India 

New Zsaland 
( r..aE P licy; 

R.C .A .. F. 

APP.I "D" 
To Hist Seo A.BoQ.o Report NOo 2.J 

i£ G'UNIM.ARIZED STA'.l'I!,.'f.:E11T OF Ll!!AVE POLICY OF . 
O'l'Hl!:R BRITISH, DOMINION .lWD ALLr.8D FORCES 

LEAVE GRft.NTE-D ....... 

30 days' leave pltts 
travelling time. 

; yrs v unhroken AnD::f Serv1c e 
abroad. 

(a) 6 mos1 serv!oa 
{b} i of l°b ot units aggl"egate 

strength returnad·eaoh 
month on rotational basis 

2 mos in India (a) 2 yrst servio o·verseas 
v.c.os. and I .O.R~. {or ail 
units excepting fr..rekha uni·ts) 
(b) 3 mos in India\ OOs, GOR 
an0. Gu,1."kha NOS ( E) 

28 day-3 annually to all :r.enl.ta 
inot · efinitely arranged to 
N .. z.J ,.. • 
(a) Ratrirn to U .K. 
(b) 8 wket leave in Cda from 

D' • .K. 

(a) not to exceed l5i of uni~ 
a any one time 1b) D1~cretion 
of formation comma.ndero 

WCPrl=-

co ~_gleticn of 2 O!Je- ationel. 
tow:.·a. Ct'>"n'.lpletion o:r. one ope1.'
e.tio11al tour and one non-oper
ational to·cr of 6 IllOS in the 
UK .. 

Ruling date l J an 44. 
Applies to all arms and 
branahes of the servioe 

Psrsonnel are not re
turned to this theatreo 

(e applies ~nly to aircrew 

AU'I:UORITY 

G. R.O. 138/4 . 
do 2.5 Feb M 

2 NZF!ii' o::.:, .. ~ 
10,2 

( b) All op01?'2.tional tour Yariee 
on type ot ~oZ>a.1."t be.L11g u.sed 
but may b a f'rom 6 mos ·to 18 moe a 

E Thet abo .. e in:t"or tio?! is ta.ken !Tom C~M.H.Q;. i'il.o J,,ij/'Jrm.ada/2; i>bppx A0 B:t"igadier flee.ks , Cdn 8ff GoHit '" l Ech1 A.,A.l.11 0 
to Gonorril ii>ntaguet G ~u~.Q. 2 ilLit\Y 440 



' 

Draft 

APPX ll'E" 
1?0 Hist soc A H.Q.. Repoiiel'io , "2J 

~!DVElmlTS OF TROOPS UNDER ROTATION L'EAV'E AND DUTY SCHEMES 

Serial Embarked Date Officers o tb.er Ranks ........... -
ITUS l A .. A;I. 'o Nov 44 3 197 
XUK 1}2.A U.K · 7 Deo 44 2, 221 
XUK l;:? u.x. -'l Dec 44 - l 
XUK 1}6 u.x. 11 Jan 4.5 ... 2 
ITUS 2 A.A.1.. 20 Jan 45 2l }80 
XUK l;,9 t1 .K. 5 Feb 45 2 40; 
XtrK 143 u .. x:. 27 Feb 45 ;6 482 
ITO'S :; A.A.I. 27 Feb 4; 22 44; 
XOK 144 U.K .. 7 Mar 4.5 l -
IWS 4 A.A.I~ 17 Mar 45 ll }S5 
XUK 1480 U .. K. 27 Mar 4.5 """ 9 
ml{ l48D U,K. 27 Mar 45 2; 471 
:A."UK l48B U.K. 29 Mar 45 l ll~ XUK 148 U.K. 'o Mar 4; 48 47 
XUK l ;l U.K. 13 Apr 4.5 2 b 
XUK 153 U.K. 22 Apr 4.5 l -
XUK l5~A U'.K. 15 May 4.5 l -
XUK l!i U K. 14 May 45 <!!¥ 14 
XUK 161 U.,K. 30 May 45 - 2 

1 r I I . ..,. ................ ~.,, 
~~-

. ll!fUllC?QAiZQ.....,... 

Tote.l Rotation Leav and Long Sa~vice 
Lea'f e 2;;9 ;,581 

commencing with th1s draft le~.ve was lmoVwn as Lov.g Service Leaveo . 

-- UCO -

XUK 1.51 
XOK l.5lA 
XUK 153A 
XUK i;; 
XUK 154 
XUK 1,.5 
XUK l.58 
XUK 155.A 
XUK 1!)9 
mK 161 
XUK 162 
1.1JK 164 
xmr 16.5 
XOK 16{, 

-
U111K• 
U.K 
tr.K. 
U.K 
U.K. 
U.K. 
U.K. 
U.K. 
t1 .x. 
U.K9 
U.K. 
U K. 
U.K. 
U K. 

- -

"!17 
l 

20 
?l 

4 -8 
~2 

12.0 
22 
}2 

------------------------__,~•·---·-~MMd1--=-•-t__. _____ ;a-~--u-·---•~--·-----=-•......_--
Tot.al Rotation Duty 6022 

ol 8 """'t ZIM r•t 
I .It~----

Table III - Tot l otation Leave and Duty and Long s vic0 Leave .. 
626 Officers {?J.1ld 960' Other Re.nits 

, . · 11UC s: a 



. ~- I. ' 

.. 2 -

Table IV ·- Rotation Leave and Long Servioe Lea"ife Personne Returned to united Kingdom. · 

Lady Nelson disembarked U.K. 4 uar 4~ ; 01.:frB - ORs. 
AT 194 n n 'Mar 45 1:5 u 27 " AT 199 n " 27 MU 45 l n l n 

Air N n 27 Mar 45 l " ... n 

AT 2-04 " It 22 Apr 4.5 - n j It 

cu 66 If u ·29 Apr 45 23 " - ft 

cu 66 ff " 15 May 4; - iQ '7 u 

AT ~08 ff .It l'l Mat 4!i s " ... n 

ou..u " n l2 ;rue 41 4 11 .... ff 
l! ... *W $ R J12lilill*L•tr .. ....... II' 7 •SAU ·-

Total ;o n ;a ff 

!21_: Statistics taken rrom A.G9 (Stats) c .M.H.Q,. World.ng File i 
tong Sarvlce Leave - Details and Dispositions~ 




