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ARMY GROUP "C"

LPPENDIX "D"

to H.S, Report No, 24

G.H.,Q., FORMATIONS UNDER COMM/AND

Ref: para 22

21 Jun 44

(Translation)

981410, (D160)
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APPENDIX "E" .
to H.S. Report No, 24

GERMAN HIGH COMMAND

ORDER FOR ACCELERATED DEVELOPMENT

OF THE GOTHIC LINE

2 Jun 44

(Photostat and Translation)

981410, (D161)

Ref: para 27
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0.B.SW 2 Jun 44 1415 hrs

Coples to: O.E.SW

General of Engineers &
Fortifications

Chief of G.E.Q. Armament &
Recruitment

0.T. Central at G.H.Q.

General Plenipotentiary of the
GCerman Armed Forces in Italy

G.H.Q./Q.M.C.

Ref: Additional Fortress-like Construction in the Defence
Position.

1l.) The Fuehrer has ordered that work on fortress-like
construction in the Apennine position be accelerated,
and that, in order to achieve this end, the manpower
and materiel committed be augmented. The following
points are important:

a) Anti-tank security in those sectors threatened by
tanks, with particular attention to those openings
still necessary for traffic.

b) Acceleration of fortress-like construction, where
possible rock-tunnelling, along the main lines
of attack, with special provision of loopholes
and other protection azainst btomb attack for
numerous artillery emplacements and anti-aircraft
guns. Based on experience in the Senger Riegel,
an elaborate system of positions 1is called for,
even on those mountain fronts which are considered
almost inaccessible.

¢) Extensive mining operations in adequate depth
(even thouzh in the simplest form) in front of the
entire position, involvins evacuation of the
civilian population in the outpost area and the
main battle area.

d) Preparations for creation of an obstacle zone
atout 10 km in depth in front of the main line of
resistance, by lasting demolition of all traffic
routes, installations and shelters; these opersa-
tions to be carried out at once if possible.

2.) The Commander of Army Abteilung v. Zangen remains
responsitle under 0.R.SW for the execution of all
the construction work, and for the fulfilment of the
Fuehrer's demands. In order that he may have a
framework to btuild on as regards perscnnel and
materiel, for immediate acceleration of the con-
struction work, the Fuehrer has ordered:

a) That the General of Engineers and Fortifications
strengthen the fortress engineer organization
of the Apennine position in such a way as to
ensure the requisite efficient organization. A
specially capable Fortress Engineer Commander,
experienced in this type of construction, to be
entrusted with the technical side of the entire




b)

c)

d)

fortress engineer work. A fortress engineer
staff from the Southeastern zone will be placed
at his disposal for carrying out the additional
construction. Yet another staff is to be brought
from the Eastern zone.

For strengthening the rock-drilling forces, a
company will be brought from the zone of the
C.-in-C. Norway. A proposal is to be submitted
immediately regarding the recruitment of more
rock-drilling and construction troops.

The necessary construction equipment - particularly
rock-drilling equipment, air compressors, etc -

is to be obtained in as larze a quantity as
possible and immediately routed to the forces al-
ready working in the position. As regards steel
foundations etc, to begin with, 100 0.T, steel
foundations (60 are already on the way to Italy,

40 were intended for the Pyrenees) and 26 0.T.
steel foundations with panzer turrets are to be
brought, with an additional four on completion

(by 1 Jul). The General of Engineers and Fortifi-
cations will examine and report on further possible
assignments (exclusive of the 40 which are in
readiness for the East).

The Commander of G.H.Q. Armaments and Fortifica-
tions will form as many construction battalions
as possible, as a cadre for the supervision of
Italian labour forces, and will report as soon as
possible on the number, organization and degree
of readiness for transport. It is enouzh that
they be armed with side-arms and they may be
drawn from the older age-groups.

O.B.SW will withdraw to the Apennine position

those Italian construction forces in the C-Position
which as a result of enemy action are no longer

fit for commitment. There they will be assembled,
and a Cerman cadre provided, in accordance with Z2b.
0.B.SW will provide the Organization Todt with the
vehicles required for the construction work.

In collaboration with the competent authorities,
and while proceeding with previous plans, the
General Plenipotentiary of the German Armed Forces
in Italy will form civilian labour battalions in
the Apennine position zone, particularly from the
male population which is to be evacuated, or
which 1s domiciled there. It is intended that
they be incorporated in the construction battalions,
in accordance with 2b; that they occupy separate
bEillets; and that they be allotted German rations.
The General Plenipotentiary of the German Armed
Forces in Italy will report on the probable

number in all, eand on the date on which they are
expected to be ready.

The population in the construction zone (altogether
about 20 km in depth), and in the areas immediately
to be affected by the extensive mining operations
and the intended barriers and demolitions, is to

be evacuated. _



e —

3.)

e)

f)

Preparations are to be initiated immediately, and
intended action reported.

The Commander of G.H.Q. Armament and Recruitment
will immediately route 2,000 German soldiers to

the General Plenipotentiary in Italy (the order

has already been issued) for evacuation measures and
recruitment of the male labour forces.

0.T. Central is requested to strengthen the German
0.T. cadre in the Apennine position, to an extent
in keeping with the increased labour commitment,
and without weakenins the coastal flanks on the
Ligurian Sea, and on the Adriatic north of the
Apennine position, and to take all other measures
necessary to attain the required construction
performance.

G.S. Army/Q.M.G. will see to it that 0.B.SW be
gilven an increased allotment of mines for the
extensive mining operations. The fact that this
will mean a shortage in the Southeast and in the
North must be accepted. Possibilities of in-
creased production of emergency mines in Italy
are to be examined.

On the tenth of each month (beginning 10 Jul) the
General of Engineers and Fortifications will submit a
report on the construction situation and a construc-
tion progress report (to include mining operations)
to OKW/Armed Forces Operations Staff.

(sizned) Keitel OKW/WFSt/Op. (H)

No. 005612/44 Top Secret
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(War Diary 51

Mtn Corps. 17 - 19 Jul 44)

17 Jul 44
[Corps H.QJ :
Permanent

quarters
Pennabilli

After hours of artillery preparation, as ex-
pected, the enemy attacked Mte Cetrone on both
sides of the Tiver on a wide front with a \
stron;3 spearhead. After severe fighting, the
enemy succeeded in capturing the heisht. A
further assault on Hill 611 led to a penetra-
tion 3 km southwest of 92/32. 1In the remainder
of the Corps zone, the night passed without
serious f1i:;hting.

ouriny the morning, our counter-attacks
succeeded in sealing off and reducing the pene-
tration area north of Mte Cetrone. East of

the Titer, the heavy defensive action continued
throughout the morning. Intense artillery

fire on our positions and artillery firing
positions.

In the sector of 278 Inf Div, after the most
intense artillery and mortar fire, and with
extremely heavy commitment of fizhter-bombers
and bombers over the main battle area and over
the supply routes between 42/49 and north of
42/65, with the point of main effort at Case
Nuove and alon; the hizhway 42/65 and 10/37,
the enemy advanced to the attack with strong
forces, including about 120 tanks.

After successful defensive action against the
first waves of the attack, the enemy succeeded,
after smashin; our forces, in pushing in our
front at Case Nuove and Point 360 4 km north-
west of 42/65. Fi:htins: in the sector of

2783 Inf Div assumed more and more the character
of a major attack. With the scanty reserves
released from the adjoinin; sector, it was
possitle by evenling to form an emergency
sealin:-off front on the general line 42/18 -

2 km south of 10/37 - 10/383 - 3 km west of
10/44 - 2 km south of 10/44. The bitter
fightinj; continued. Ceven enemy tanks were
destroyed. In the sector of 44 Inf Div, in

the area 2 km northwest of Mte Santa Marisa,

an enemy assembly position (three battalions)
was smashed by concentrated fire. Sustalned
heavy enemy artlllery fire in the left divisional
sector.

Un the risht win; of 114 Jz Div & counter-attack
resulted in a further narrowins; down of the
enemy's penetration area.

Last of the Tiber, the enemy was able to extend
his penetration area from Hill 611 agalnst

1l Fn 721 J3 Regt, which was much exhausted by
fi:htinz, and after movin: up new forces supported
by intense artillery fire, he was able to

push our troops back still further; and these
withdrwy, still fi:;hting, behind the stream

sector 2 km southeast of 92/32. The enemy
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suffered heavy casualties from concentrated
artillery fire, with one tank destroyed. Our
own losses were considerable.

In the sector of 5 Mtn Div, continuous enemy
movements, with one armoured scout car des-
troyed by artillery.

71 Inf Div successfully supported the defensive
action of 278 Inf Div by attacking the enemy
tanks and assembly positions in the area south
of 42/49.

2 kn 3 Brandenbur; Regt arrived, and placed
under cormand of 44 Inf Div. 733 Lt Arty En
placed under command of 44 Inf Div.

Intention: To hold the present line. The left
sector of 114 Jx Div taken over by 5 Mtn Div.

Vithdrawal of left Corps sector to the general
line 42/48 - south of 10/37 - south of 10/39 -

71 Inf Div takes over the right battalion
sector of 273 Inf Div.

The followin: battalions are reported as ex-
hausted by fiihting: 1/721, 1/992, 11/992,
1/994, II/994 and I1/993.

Very lively activity by enemy ground attack
aircraft and tombers.

Out: Report to Tenth Army on gun assignment
for 44 Inf Div.

In: Report from 278 Inf Dlv: From 0615 hrs
thie most intense artillery fire, filghter-
Lomber and bomber commitment with the point of
main effort in the Case Nuove and Hill 360
areas.

Qut: order to 278 Inf Div: After the release
of Lt-Cmdr Xlusemann by the Division, the name
of the new combat commander [for fncond] 1s

to be sutmitted.

Out: Order to 114 Jz and 5 Ntn Divs for with-
drawal to the new line. Foundary lines.

lemo: Televohone conversations between C.-in-C.
Tentnh Army and Ceneral Commandin; 273 Inf Dlv.
Rather serious penetration. Necessity for
withdrawin: win; to "Hildejard" line south of
kncona recognized vy Commander-in-Chief. but
Ancone must definitely be held.

Out: Order to 71 and 278 Inf uUlvs for with-
drawal to new line, and holding the height
northwest,of Candia d! Ancona. .



1916 hrs

2000 hrs

18 Jul 44

Permanent
quarters
Pennabilli

Cut: Order to 71 Inf Div: 3 En (Russian)
578 Regt 305 Inf Div to be moved up for corn-
mitment in construction work in Green Line.

In: Order by Tenth Army for further maintenance
or reorzanization of divisional Lattle schools.
Staffed by plcked instructors.

In: Request from 2 tn 3 Erandenturs Regt for
recosnition of & day of suerrilla warfare on
4 Jun on lMte Fello at Luco ne'lkarsi (ILritish
paratroops).

In: The Chief of the General Staff Tenth Army
asserts that the General Staff work is not
accurete. There are discrepancies in the
strength returns.

In the sector of 278 Inf Div, the heavy attacks
continued throuchout the night. The enemy
followed up steadily with fresh armoured forces
and captured Polverigi. Nte Fogo, which had
temporarily teen lost, was recovered in a
counter-attack. Ofagna was held to the last.
Continuins his thrust in the direction of
Chiaravalle, the enemy pushed throuth to
Aguzlianc, where flzhting is still in pro:ress.
/it approximately 2200 nrs the withdrawel move-
ments tesan as ordered. Combat outposts and
coverin: parties still in contact with the
enemy on the entire front. The enemy suffered
severe and bloody losses. Our own casualties
were considerable. '

71 Inf Div has taken over the rijht sector of
273 Inf Uiv. After dark, in the right Coros
sector, the enemy attacked on & wide front
from lite Cetrone to Hill 375, 2 km southwest of
92/32. Isolated penetrations were quickly
cleaned uop by local counter-attacks, and the
attack was brou:ht to a halt for the most part
by midnight.

“rom 0420 hrs enemy artillery fire increased
in intensity in the right divisional sector.
irtillery from 71 Inf oiv is still firing in
support of its neishtcur's motor vehicle
traific, and shelling enemy concentrations 1in
the area south of 42/49. Since 0600 hrs the
combat outposts of the Division 4 km southwest
of 42/47 have teen attacked, and shelled by
artillery. COur own reconnalssance brousht in
a captured Italian.

In the sector of 278 Inf Div, after movinj; up
new tanks (about 200 tanks in all were counted),
the enemy was able to push forward from 10/57
to the North and Northeast. According to tre
latest report from the Divislon, thne enemy

i{s advancin: with tanks and Infantry from
Castel d'Imilic towards the North and from




10/57 towards the Northeast in the direction
of Torrette a liare, with the spearhead in the
Tasso 11 Taglio region. According to the
report of a liaison officer, the enemy tank
spearhead is said to have reached the localities
Camerata, Picena, Crancetta and Castelferretti.
The "V.ildflecken" battalion, which was moved

up in lorries, has teen thrown forward to

Hill 274, 3 km northeast of 10/37 to take over.

Qur withdrawal rovements, handicapped by
stron; enemy alrcraft commitment, are under
way. rormation of an emergency sealling-off
front on the line 10/33 - 10/36 by 278 Fd
Repl tn. The transfer of two battaliocons from
the rizht sector of 71 Inf Div 1s ih pro;ress.
It 1s not yet known whether our forces in the
area soutn of 10/41 will te atle to fisht
their way throu;h. The movin; up of the
"W.1ldflecken" bsttalion was hindered by gun-
fire and mine-layin; carried out by sabotage
troops landed in the Fano erea. When the
operation was finished the enemy re-embarked.

In the remaining Corps sector the morning
passed quietly. 3 En (Russian) 578 Regt

71 Inf Div has teen dispatched to the area
ordered. No further reports from 278 Inf Div
had come in by 2100 hrs. A liaison officer
has been dispatched to the Livisien. In the
sector of 114 Jg oiv, at atout 1600 hrs, the
enemy attacked in company strength from lonte
Cedrone in a northwesterly direction. At the
same time, enemy acssault detachments and
companies, pushin; forvard from Fill 566, were
thirowvn tack with blecody losses. Reinforce-
ments oktserved in the NMonte Cedrone sector
were effectively shelled by our artillery.

In the sector of 5 Ktn Div an enemy armoured
scout car was destroyed 4 km scuthwest of
57/33. An attack by approximately two com-
panies on the left sector of 71 Inf Div was
repelled by our artillery.

Intentions: To withdraw the left Corps sector
to the renersl line: 42/11 - 42/28 - 10/31 -
10/36.

To relieve the two right battalions of 71

Inf Div, and move them into the sector of

278 Inf Div, leavin; small coverinz parties

in the former sector. To move one company
from 5 Mtn Div into the sector of 278 Inf Div.

To dispatch an armoured scout platoon from
44 Inf Div to guard the coastal highways.

To hold the present line in the remaining
Corps sector.

Lively enemy aerisl reconnaissance and ground
attack aircraft activity.




1127 hrs

1254 hrs

1652 hrs

1715 hrs

1800 hrs
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1903 hrs

1915 hrs

i 2400 hrs

Out: Order to 71 Inf Div and 273 Inf Dlv:

The enemy has broken through the sealing-off
front in the sector of 273 Inf Div. Lty early
on 19 Jul the Corps withdraws, while holding
the position on the left wing of 5 itn Div.

Te form a coverin; force behind the new sector
of 278 Inf Div, II/211 and I/194 are to bLe
relieved by 71 Inf Div and moved up to 278

Inf Div. To release these, 71 Inf Div is

dlspatchin; tattelions II/191 and II/194 from
the Creen Line.

Lut: oOrder to 278 Inf Div: Durin;; the night
13719 Jul the followin; are moved up from
Corps Witthoeft: 914 Aslt Gun Ede, 525 G.H.Q.
Antl-tk En, one 17 cm bsttery from 557 C.H.Q.
Arty En. The kricade will be committed only
as a whole. Lmployment of the Irigsade for
anti-tank defence is forbidden.

Out: Report to Tenth Army. Request for arms

Tor battalions II/191 and II/194 from 71
Inf uiV.

liemo: Telephone conversation between C.-in- C.
Tenth Army and General Cormanding:

The situation does not look good. Ceneral
Hoppe hopes to te able to withdraw the greater
part of the troops from the area threatened
with encirclement, and tec commit them in the
new positions. The Commander-in-Chief
promises to send stron; forces. The Ceneral
Commandin; requests that he be given a free
hend in good time, as thinss may soon come

to a head on the other wing too.

Memo: ‘el con: Corps Ops COfficer, liajor
Eurchardt, ¢.S.C., to Ups Officer, Tenth
Army, Lolonel Eerlin, G.S.C.:

The Corps reguests permission to withdraw to
the line 92/14 - 92/29 in the event of a
major attack on the riht wing.

In: C.-in- C. Tenth Army exopresses his
Tecosnition to 44 Inf Div and 114 Jr Div.

Cut: Order te 5 ktn uiv and 278 Inf Diwv:

"5 ktn _iv to move up a stron; company with

improvized mechanization to the sector of
278 Inf Liv durin; the night 18/19 Jul.

MNemo: Tel con: iaj-Cen Wentzell and iajor
Furchardt, G.Z.C.:

In case of coverwhelming enemy attacks, the

Corps has permission to form up in tre rear
areas.

Gut: 44 Inf Uiv dispatches armoured scout
platoon te 278 Inf Div durings the night
1¢/20 Jul, to guard the coastal highways
azainst enemy commandos.
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19 Jul 44 The followin; report received from 27# Inf Div:
After. a successful treakthroush with strong
Permanent tank forces at aAjuzliano, on 13 Jul & new
gquarters tank battle developed In the area Camerata -
Pennabilli Picena - Castel d'imilio - Paternc 41 Ancona.

Thoush the troops were already much exhausted
by fi;htin;, 1t was possible to form a defence
front towards the Zouth and Southeast on the
;eneral line Grancetta - Passo 11 Taglio, and
so to make possitle a withdrawal of the

foreces scuth of Ancona. It is owln: to tie
stubtorn stand of the troops holdin. this

line that the mass of the troops south of
Ancona were able te withdraw to the Esino
sector.

The enemy's nlan te cut off the forces at
Ancona with his superior tank strensth did
not succeed. 0 15 batteries, only two or
three, which were committed in close combat
in anti-tank fightins, had te Le blown up.
The mass of the assault guns and anti-tank
guns were abtle to withdravw in time. The
nur.ber of tanks onut out of action has in-
creased toc 16.

On 18 Jul 1900 hrs, 278 Inf Div held the
followin: line: Eei~ht at Maria Nuova - the

hel jhts from lMazzanirucno - lulino d'Agusliano -
the sino sector as far as the mouth of the
river.

un the whole the nisht passed quietly.

After brinjing up additional tanks, the enemy
continued nhis concentrated tank thrusts

durin; the night and the mornin: in the sector
of 278 Inf Div, with the polnt of maln effort
at 10/34. Couth of 10/34 he succeeded in
crossin; the Lsino with about 30 tanks, and
pushin: forward in a westerly direction to
north of the ni;rway 10/31 - 10/34. There

are more tank concentrations of uop to 450 tanks
southeast of 10/34. With further ;roups of from
atout 30 - 40 tanks the enemy nushed forward
as far as the recion 10/36. liere three ar-
moured sccut cars with infantry on board, and
supported ty fire from atcut 30 tanks, suc-
ceeded in crossin; the ford south of 10/3¢,
and reaching the northern tank of tne river.
The fighting, which owin; to lack of the re-
quisite anti-tank weapons, is bitter and
.accompanied Lty heavy losses, still continues.

275 Inf Div withdrew flintin; to the general
line: VYNorth of 10/51 - the eastern border
of Lte Can Vito - the eastern border of lite
Marcisno - 2 km southegst of 10/35.

In the remainin; part of the Corps zone, the
mornin; passed without any serious fi:hting.

An attack in company strensth acainst the left
wing of 71 Inf Div, 2 km southeast of 10/32
was repulsed.




1800 hrs

1901 hrs

2050 hrs

2400 hrs

In the afternoon 278 Inf Div was able to
repel further enemy thrusts on the general
line: 10/31 - & km west of 10/33 - 2 knm
northwest of 10/36. The enemy is still
bringin: forward tanks in the area 10/34 -
10/36 and alon; the coastal highway. Since
Jul, 26 tanks have been .put out of action
by the PDivision.

In the fijhtin; of the last few days the
Division has lost approximately 2000 men.

In the remainin: part of the Corps zone the
day passed quietly.

2 BEn 211 Gren Regt, 1 En 194 Gren Regt and
3 En 85 litn Jz Reat placed under command of
278 Inf Div.

Durin; the mornin; there was lively enemy
aerial activity: durin; the afternoon there
was little, owin; to bad weather.

Femo: Tel con: C.-in- C. Tenth Army and
General Commanding:

278 Inf Div hard hit, and has re-assembled

in coverin; position on the ELsino. New
breakthrough of tank spearhead at Chiaravalle.
Proposal by Ceneral Foppe for a new line.

The main thinz is, that 278 Inf Div should be
able to hold on until reinforcements arrive.
Intention: To commit 1 Para Div as relief.
The situation on the risht gives no anxiety.

Qut: Order to 5 ktn Div, 71 Inf Div and
278 Inf Div: The enemy has captured Chiaravalle
on the left wing of the Corps. 2

In spite of intense tank concentration, he
has not succeeded in breakin; through.

By 20 Jul 0600 nrs, 71 Inf Div, with II/211
azain under command, takes over the right
sector of 278 Inf Div.

Out: Order to 114 Jg Div, 44 Inf Div and

S Ntn Div: On reco; nitioﬂ of a major enemy
attack, the divisiohs are autherized to with-
draw to the seneral line: 92/16 - 92/21 -
north of 92/31 - 92/40 - 92/41 - 92/42.

In.' Lpproval from Tenth Army for withdrawal
of left winz; to a new line of resistance
durin: the nizht 19/20 Jul. '

Out: Crder to all divisions re condition
reports, monthly trainins report and replace—
ment report.

Out: Order to all divisions for reconnoitring .
an advanced position from 4 - 6 km in front of
the Green Line. In the sector of 114 Jg Div the
position is to be especially developed. It 1is
intended to hold it for some time.
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as Gen.Kdo. rechnet damit, dass der Feind nach Einnahme
von Ancona auf dem Ostfliigel seiner Front eine Bereitstellung
grisseren Stigls durchfilhrt, um mit massierten Kriften, ins-
besondere Pz.-Verbinden, die eigenen Linien zu durchstossen,
und in der oberitalienischen Tiefebene die deutschen in Italien
stehenden Krifte aus der Flanke aufzurollen und von ihren riigk

wartigen Verbindungen abzuschneiden,

Hierfiur sprechen folgende Feindfeststellungen der letzten

‘ l.) Zahlreiche Gefangenenaussagen iiber eine Grossaktion im
‘ Raum Ancona-Rimini, evtl. verbunden mit einer Landung.

| 2.) Aussagen poln. Gefangener, dass sie nach Linnahme von Ancen
1 durch frische brit. Truppen abgelist werden sollen.

\ 5e) V=ilann-Ausasagen, wonach Abzeichen 1. engl.Div., und V.engl.
ﬁ Asi. im Raum Pescara-Termoli und Abzeichen l.kanad.Korps,
canad ,Uive. und l2.sidafrik.viv. im Raum Osimo erkannt

LA\l o
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; 4.) V-liann-Aussagen vom l1l4.7.44 aus Perugia, wonach Krifte der

i 5« Armee von W an die Ostkiiste verlagert und farbige Divi-

| - L - -] o

‘ sionen zugefilhrt werden sollen.

| 5+) Wahrnehmung eines aus der Gefangenschaft zuriickgekehrten

H deutschen Joldaten, der im Bereich der 3. poln. Div. eng-

lischsprechende soldaten mit blauen roteingefassten Basken-
tzen, angeblich keine Pz.-5Soldaten gesehen haben will.
+) SeQu=-Meldung iiber Auftreten engl. und kanad.ietze im Adria-
abschnitt.

(o) Selt langerer Zeit beobachtete Bewegungen mit der Haupt-
richtung est-Ost vor Abschnitt D.Geb.Div. (bestdatigt durch
/ussage einer Frontliuferin aus Fabriano, vom 19.7.44).

8.) Auftreten von zahlreichen Schifiseinheiten bereits am 2.

age nach der Dinnahme im Hafen Ancona. Zuncehmender Schiffs-

verkelhr in den folgenden Tagen.

9.) Yburch V-lann beobachteter Aufmarsch schwerster Artl. im

ipfraum NW Ancona.
Unter der Voraussetzung, dass diec 8. Armee die Flihrung im
. adriatischen [Tustenabschnitt beibehdlt und der Gegner am Prin-

z1p Ger Trennung amerik. und engl. bewaffneter Verbande fest-
hilt, kommen folgende bisher bekannte Verbdnde fiir eine der-
artige Operation in Betracht:

7 e

- _‘y::llv:’.'- N Hv i 8 1 L.L .;L. Lanau .4 i‘\l’o I Je ‘i" “Li'\i -
ellen 4.kanad.’z.Uiv.(?7)

JLiv.und evtl.
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3 VeenifleAeK ot G.und 8, md.DiV-, l. und De l.DiV., 20"“.1
dar l.engl.luftlande-Div., 24.0ayde-Brig., '

® l.8gt.der 23.s,.-Brig., S.mustralliv.(?7,

L2 audafrikd) ive.
In den V-lann-leldungen wird auch vom Heriberschieben
amerik.Verbiinde voa ! gesprochen. y

Um den sufmarsch des Gegners mUglichst frithzeitig su er-
kennen, sind seitens des Gen.idos. folgende Massnahmen getroffen:

1.) 'ie - ivisionen sind Uber Qie vorgenannten Niglichkeiten |
unterrichtet und angewiesen, ¢urch rege Gefechisaufiklirung
zahlreiche Gefangene und Frontliufer einzubringen, die Uber

sémtliche /alumehusungen, die nit den gensnnten Kombinationen
im Zusammenhang stehen kinnen, eingehend zu vernchmen sind.
2.) Lle Gem Cen.7e. taktisch unterstellten /Abwehrorgane, der

rrontaufklirungstyupp 150 und der sdll.Vers.irupp 257 arbeiten
mit schwerpunkt inm ¥istenabschnitt., R-Leute wurden singebamut
ins . :

"hleti, Catignane, 'ncona, Jesi;
ihre rbeit hingt jedoch, da ilnmen nur Netzgeriite mitgegeben
wverden konnte; von der iederingangsetzung Ger ven uns oLexr-
stUrten n~/erke ab. Meldungen stehen daher bis jetzt nech
sas. 'ie srbeit dieser Abwehrorgane ist erschwert durch das
“eibe Gurch die militidrische lLage belingte geringe /ngebot
voii Vv-Leuten. ~as Gen.Kuo. hat den bivisionen Mittel zurx
Verflpung gestellt, um im eigenen lereich eine 'rontnahaufl-
kKlirung durch Celegenheite~V-Teute mil begrenztem Ziel durch-
sufithren, hier sind auch bereits brauchbare .rgebnisse er-
ziell worden., (lLrkeunen des /xtl.-Aufmarsches, der ‘bzeichen
des I.kanau, orps, ey l.kanad.Viv. und der 12,.stdafrik.liv.
im Bereich 2‘('600' oi"o)o
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Ver dem Gen,Pdo. zugeteilte Hahaufklirungsazug Helde-Inge
schiebt in den niichsten Tagen in den Haum der 278. J.0.

eluen hahaufklirungstrupp vor, wu eine restlose Erfassung

des fdl.funkverkehrs zu gewilhrleisten. "le ‘rbeit des Kah-
aufklirungsziges ist z.%Zt. erschwert durch die Ausfille voa
hochwertigen l'achpersonal durch Feindelinwirkung, Versetzungen
und “bkommandierungen, Line ZuflUhrung von geeigneten Fach-
persenal ist in Anbetracht des besonlers grossen durch dissen
Irapp zu betreuenden /bschnitt erfoxderlich.

lag Cene (0. weist darsuf hin, dass die durch die vor-
rsenamnten Aufklirungsmittel erzieltean Lygebnisse zur Herstellung
gines zuverlissigen und geitgerechten i'eindbildes der laufenden
berprufung urch Cie Lufteufklirung betlirfen, dlie sich nicht
nar zui Gen unmittelbaren Kistenraum erstrecken darf, da der
Gegner seine Vorbereitungen voravssichtlich zum Teil weitexr land-
einviirts treffen diirfte. lach elner V-lasan-leldung ist fir die
andungsvorbereitungen der liaum von Fabriano-ilacerata bis rorte
‘dvitanova vorgesehen.

lichkeiten einer Lendung in der tiefen linken Flanke
des Yorps im laum Himini-iLage ¢i Corxmacchio werden vom Gen.ldo. ;
. wie folgt beurteilt:

r Gegaeyxy rTte bei den bisher durchgefihrten Landungen |
3 rfahyung 1cht haben, Gass derartige Untemmelmungen bel /
eincm entspreck materiellen ninsatz zwar im allgemeinen

plucken, jedoch mit hohen Verlusten verbunden sind,

- % -
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Lr wird daher versuchen, sein Ziel - Vurchbruch in die lom-
bardiasche Evene - zundchst auf dem Landwege zu erreichen.

28 auriatische Kustenlend mit seinem hiigeligen urd stark
bewachsenen Gelsinde bietet fiir einen an Pz. und Inf. zahlen-
méssig liberlegenen Gegner hierfiir giinstige Veraussetzungen.
Sollte es dem Gegner an einer Stelle trotz mehrmaligem An-
rennen nicht gelingen, den eigenen Widerstand zu brechemn, so
ist mit einer iiberholenden Landung in der linken Flanke
Korps zu rechnen.

o

Verteiler:

rle ) R.OK: 10 l.4usfertigung
v2.) 5.Geb.Div. - SN
vi.) B.Grefi,D.U.u.D.3. =
vid.) T1.1.D. 4, "
S ) Y4 s TR EY % Y
ro.) 218.1.D. 6. "
vTe.) Arko 454 41 Te ®

vO.) Flivo e
v'9.) Zug Heide inge9. @
v10. ) Fr,.Nah-Aufkla-
rungstr. 150 10. =
v11.) Pi-Vers.Tr.
257 15 ”
12.) Entwurf 12. .

Verteilery uberpruft:
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Intelligence No. 137/44 Secret : i
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Ref: Appreciation of the Enemy Situation
in the Adriatic Coastal Sector

To%

Tenth Army

It 1s thought by Corps Headquarters that the enemy, after h
capturing Ancona, is moving into a position of readiness f“’
with strong forces on the eastern wing of his front, with

the object of breaking through our lines with massed torces,
especially tank formations, and rolling up the German k.
forces in Italy from the flank into the plains of Northern
Italy, and so cutting them off from their communications

in the rear areas.

The following information which has recently come to hand
concerning the enemy favours this theory:

1.) DNumerous prisoner of war statements referring to a
major action in the Ancona - Rimini area, possibly
connected with a landing.

2.) CStatements of Polish prisoners to the effect that
after the capture of Ancona they were to be relieved
by fresh Eritish troops.

3.) Statements of agents, whereby badges of 1 Erit Div
and 5 fFrit Corps have been identiflied in the Pescara -
Termoll area, and badges of 1 Cdn Corps, 1 Cdn Div
and 12 S. Afr Div in the Osimo area.

4.) Statements of azents from-Perugia dated 14 Jul 44,
according to which troops belonging to the Fifth
Army were to be transferred from the West to the East
coast, and coloured divisions moved up. :

5.) Statement of a captured Cerman soldier who subsequently
escaped, to the effect that he had seen English-
speaking soldiers in the zone of 3 Pol Div wearing blue
berets with red borders, apparently not armoured
troops.

6.) Report from reliable source on the presence of Eritish
and Canadian networks in the Adriatic sector.

7.) Ikovements which have been observed for some time past
forward of 5 Mtn Div, having a main West - East
direction (confirmed on 19 Jul by the statement of a
female line-crosser from Fabriano).
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2.)

3.)
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8.)

In order to identify the enemy's movement
position as early as possitble, Corps H.Q.
following; measures:

of 1 Cdn Corps, 1

.

The appearance of ﬁumerous vessels in the harbour of
Ancona even on the second day after the capture of

the town. Increasing shipping activity during the
succeeding days. _

The moving into position of heaviest artillery in the
battle area N.W. Ancona was observed by an agent.

Assumin; that Eighth Army retains command in the Adriatic
coastal sector, and that the adversary adheres to his
principle of keeoin; the American and the Fritish forces
separate, the followin; identified formations come under
consideration for an operation of this nature:

1 Cdn Corps with 1 Cdn Div., 5 Cdn Armd Div and
possibly elements of 4 Cdn Armd Div (?)

S Brit Corps: 6 and 8 Ind Divs, 1 and 5 Frit Divs,
2 Fde 1 Frit Airborne Div, 24 Cuards FPde,
1 Regt 23 Armd “de, 6 Aus Div (?),
12 S. Afr Div.

In reports from agents there is also
ferrins American formations from the

talk of trans-
Vest.

into assembly
has taken the

The divisions have teen informed of the aforementioned
possibilities, and directed, by means of active

combat reconnaissance to bring in numerous prisoners
and line-crossers, who are to be searchingly cross-
examined on all statements which might have any
bearins on the subject.

The security organizations which are tactically under
the command of Corps H.Q., 150 Front-line Recce Det
and 257 Lngr Experimental Det, are centred in the
coastal sector. We have placed radio operators in
Chieti, Catignano, Ancona and Jesi. But as they could
only be supplied with "network" equipment, their work
depends on the re-startin; of the power plants des-
troyed by us. Up to now no reports have come in

from that scurce. The work of these security organiza-
tions is rendered more difficult by the shortage of
agents, which 1s caused by the military situation.
Corps H.Q. has placed means at the disposal of the
divisions for organizin; a front-line short-range
reconnalssance service in their own zones, using
casual azents and havinz a limited objective. Useful
results have already been achieved by these means.
(Recognition of the artillery concentration, badges
Cdn Div and 12 S. Afr Div, in the
zone of 278 Inf Div)

During the followinz days the Short Range Reconnaissance
(Wireless Interception) Platoon Helde-Inge attached

to Corps H.Q. pushes forward a detachment into the

zone of 278 Inf Div, to ensure complete coverage of
enemy radio traffic. The work of the short-range
wireless interception platoon is rendered more difficult
at present by the loss of valuable technical personnel
throush enemy action, transfer and detachment. 1In
consideration of the particularly large sector for
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which this unit is responsible, additIOnal qualified
personnel is needed.

Corps H.Q. points out that the results achieved by the
aforementioned methods of information-gathering, in order
to produce a reliable and up-to-date enemy picture require
constant checking from the alr, and aerial reconnaissance
should not be confined to the coastal area, as it is
probable that enemy preparations will extend farther inland.
According to the report of an ajent, it is planned to

" make preparations for the landing in the area from Fabriano -

Macerata - Porto Civitanova.

The likelihood of a landing on the deep left flank of the
Corps in the Rimini - Leke of Cormacchio area 1s assessed
by Corps H.Q. as follows:

The enemy should know from experience gained in previous
landings that operations of this nature, though they
generally succeed if materiel is committed in sufficient
quantity, are accompanied by heavy losses.

Hence he will first try to achleve his goal - the break-
through into the Plains of Lombardy - by land. For an
adversary numerically superior in armour and infantry, the
Adriatic coastal area, with its hilly and thickly wooded
terrain, offers favourable conditions for this operation.
If in spite of repeated attempts, the enemy should fail

to break our resistance at any point, a landing behind
the lines on the left flank of the Corps may be expected.

K1l

(Initials of C. of S. 51 Mtn Corps)





