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H.Q. 51 Mtn Corps
Intellicence 854/44 Secret

Appx 4 to 3724/44 ecret

7 Au 44

Aopreciation of ~nemy Situation
in the Adriatic Sector

Refs: UEmemy Situation" dated 22 Jul.
Chart showin Enemy Forces in the
Adriatic 'Sector, dated 28 Jul 44

A. ormations Committed in the ?ront Line

10 Ind Div: ni~ht boundary of 25 Ede in area 18$/40
(pri oner's statement of 29 Jul); adjoining,
12 Lancers as far as 162/36 - 28 - 20 (captured
documents of 2 Aug); on 6 ue 27 Lancers
identified at Caffirenze throuc,h captured
documents, oossibly replacements for components
of 20 ~de 10 Ind Div, which were rec ntly
transferred to the '·,est from th area •• :s. Citta
di Castello. Subordination not known; either
10 Ind Div or 10 Corps.

Adjolnin~ on the East: Composed Eousehold
Re~t lliousehold Cavalr~ .eciment (prisoners'
statements of 24 Jul), ri<;ht boundary presumatly
". 186/50, 194/44, d rectly under command of
the Corps. In the area occupied by 12 Royal
Lancers and Composed lousehold, Italian
volunteer formations are also committed (ar.ent's
statement). I he formations have mainly
security and reconnaissance tasks. In the rear
areas there may be components of 6 Ind Inf iv
as a tactical reserve.

Italian
Liberation
Ccrps: Adjoinin." on tl east up to S. ,. Castellone,

. embo ~ivisio~ (prisoners' statements of
2 AuC); Castellone to Corrinaldo, 1st Ra­
~ruppamento with components of the Le nano
ivision (68 .e ,t, prisoners' statements of

2 ,u,;, and San I.arco Re .. t, captured documents
of 6 Au~) and prisoner's statement of 6 Aug}.
In rear areas, 03 fn cersaglieri and 3 Alpini
:ie ,t.

rcter of battle of the Italian formations not
yet clear, as the divisions are still ob­
viously in process of formation, and individual
battalions whose equ pment is complete are
90mmitted for short periods at the front and
then a~ain withdrawn.



- 2 -

~he mixed Fritish Polish 209th Division
reported by prisoners on 28 Jul appears open
to question. The Canadian formation (by
reliable source reported to be at the front)
has hitherto not been confirmed by prisoners
and a.-:;ents.

2 Pol Corps: (see attached chart)

Adjoininr, Italian Liberation Corps on the Fast,
5 Pol Inf Div (confirmed on 26 Jul by a
POlish deserter); on the coast 3 Pol Div
(confirmed by prisoners on 6 AUB)'

In the zone of the Polish Corps, 7 Hussars and
8 'rank Regt (components of 8 l:.rit Army Tk Ede)
are committed with 5 Pol Div; 2 Pol Armd cde
with 3 Pol Di v .

E. ~ n e m y Act i v i tie s

In the sector of 12 ~oyal Lancers and Composed Household (sic),
in eneral only enemy reconnaissance activity with re­
connaissance thrusts in up to company strenGth. In the zone
of Italian Liberation Corps reconnaissance thrusts in up
to battalion ·stren;:;th. In the zone of 2 Pol Corps, the
enemy has recently made several attempts to follow up our
withdrawal movements with armoured elements.

Lively en~my reconnaissance activity.

~nemy artillery operations in the Adriatic zone are centred
in the sector of 2 Pol Corps, where there is artillery of
heavy, in isolated instances, of heaviest calibre. vurin G
the past two weeks enemy artillery fire has decreased in
intens i ty, and a transfer of th II centre of (~ravi tyll
within the Corps' to the coast in the sector of ;) Div has
become apparen t.

ur troops report lively enemy motor vehicle traffic
opposite the entire sector, 'ith the greatest activity in the
zone of 2 Pol Corps. Traffic to and from the front, and
in an easterly and a westerly dir~ction ar on the whole
a'Lout equal.

Since occupation by th enemy, much shippinJ activity in
the harbour o~ Ancona, includin~ vessels of some size.
Accor in, to the reports of line--crossers, t· is is mostly
due to r-arbour repairs, clearance of de ris and the un­
loadin; of ~ateriel. In consequence of stron' fi~hter

aircraft defence, inspectio of the harbour by air re­
connaissance no lonJer possible; our mn marine operation
with Italian personnel, with the o'Lject of sabota~e and
reconnaissance did not meet with success, as the vessels
struck mines.

{lthou~h it has recently Leen possible to ottain continuous
information from the enemy rear areas behind t.e entire
sector fro prisoners, line-crossers and a}ents, up to the
resent time the movin~ up of additional forces behind

.2 Pol Corps and on tl"e rirht win~; 0:' Italian Lite ra tion
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Corps, which was forecast in the enemy appreciation of
22 Jul on the tasis of information in our hands at that
time, has not been confirmed, f. ,ents &.nd line-crossers
report various stran~e tadses in these areas, but in
"eneral no oreat concentrations. And on the coastal road
from Pescara to Civitanova a line-crosser otserved ut
little traffic on 17 Jul.

h decrease in the number of Polish radio networks a out
ten days a~o, from which it ~as concluded that relief
operations were under way in the zone of th Polisr- Corps,
was followed durin~ the last fe days ty a recrudescence
of radio traffic to normal proportions.

The possibilities for infiltration of a3ents into the
Adriatic zone have improved considerably durin; the past
month. Durin~ July six of our auents returned from the
area near the front line with for the most part new in­
formation. .p to now it has proved good practice to ·ive
the acents a very limited assiJnment, as rerards ranBe
and time. ?our more agents are still out in the Adriatic
area. At leasi some of them ca~ be counted on to return.

C. Ene m y A P pre cia t ion

'ajor attacks are not at pr'sent expected in the zone of
12 ~oyal Lancers, Co~posed Househo11 and the Italian Corps.
The enemy will limit his activities to r€connaissa~ce

thrust s of up to ba ttali on s t ren; th, to assaul t detachment
operat ions reconnoi tred and ,~uided b civilians wi t ihe
object of eliminatin; our stron~-points, an to infiltra­
tion Lehind our lines. In the' zone o~ 2 Pol Corps, Corps
H.~. considers an attack Dossitle at any time ~ itt. t e
forces a t present on hand (t·o Polish divis ions an about
two armoured bri~ades). Siens pointin; to a directly im­
minen t a i tack with new .llied forma t ions ha v not so far
appeared. qather tLere exists the impression that the
eneli,y concentration v'hich showed s1-;n of' e ,innin; i:1 the
Adriatic coastal zone on 22 Jul has made 1 ttle oro~res

in th mebntime. ~v n 'ith tit most effie ently ca~oufla~ed

preoarations for moveneni into assemlly posit on, a;ents,
line-crossers and prisoners, ho have rec ntly een arr vin,.
continuo sly from this area, ould rav~ otserve~ i. dications
of some so'rt. 'Iht; ~ur:erous nev, devices whic . have '..>een seen,
mostl on individual velicl 5, atove all in thE rear areas
of the Italian Corps zene, may - c partly at trH lt ed tot e
fact that thE adversary has lliechanized th newl' formed
Italian formations witl 1 ritish vehicles lelon in." to the
most div rse units, and ha a si~ned to t~em ritish
supply services.

Corp 1: •• consider it possitle that the ene,y, i!. his
rear areas, is still busied ~ t! road re.airs an con­
centration or materiel, and tt.a· he has meanwhile assemble
th troops whicn ar to take pari in 6. majo1' attack f rtl er
to the rear, where they will te better conceale from our
reconnaissance, and that he will onl~ move trem u. to the
fron tat t , las t mon ent . '. i th rer;ard t (' .n m'- pI' para ions
for landin- in tt.~ Adriat c sector, no new infor~at on
has come in recently.

~: Or e1' of attle of tr. Polish Cor a d iJ V s.ons
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