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nrny which had boon oonspiciously doniod battle oxperionco was to 
bo conspiciously choSon to load tho attack (Pross Ind.GX No. 62, 
3 Jun 43, i ton 8261). In its rival newspap er Elnore Philpott 
wrote: 

Tho reasons for koopinc tho Cono.dia.ns whore thoy 
still aro woro souncl. Dut th at would not lone 
hol d GOOd f o r th ~ future. 

If for any r e ason tho Soc und Front is not to bo 
opened this year in n c) rth-wostorn Europe tho 
Canadians should b o al lowu d t o do their stuff 
sonewhore else. 

(O.P .I. 63, Vancouver~' 29 May 43) 

In the Mari tines several newspapers doploroc.1 this 11barrackinc" of 
the Minister, and across the country rJany lo ading dailies soun 
oxpressed thensolvos as tired of continual wranglin~ over Diepyo*. 
Publication at this tine of Mr. H.A. St. G. Saunders( report 
11Conbine d Operations", however, ko:;i t Diop j)O very nucb. to the fore • 

1,54. An.alyzint; the arG"UDents fron reports of the Ottawa 
debate which reached hin in Encland, Shapiro drew uttuntion to 
Col Ralstonts statonent that "General McNaughton had na.de it clear 
to the War Office in Dritain th a t if it wns at any tine advan
tacoous to supply individual for rin tions to separate theatres of ;:war 
he was prepared to recoonend it 11 • On this Shapiro cor10.ented: 

Dut a distinction nust be drawn between negative 
and. positive dir action of tho Carrndion arnyt s 
ac ti vi ty. For Gen McNauch t on, to be 'prep ar0 d to 
reconrEnd t a succostion fron tho War Office on 
the activity of tho Canadi e.n J-;xny is a very 
differon t thi. n g fron nakinc n s tron G recorn:1ooc1ation 
to the War Office that tho Ce.nadio.n J-;xny should bo 
used on this or that s pecific 1'ront in :>rclor to 
gain battle exporitJnc o. 

(O .:r. I. G3, Ga zette, 10 J'Un 43) 

1.5.5. In Juno 1943 tho Cana/l ion :t.Jr oss dofini tuly roflo cted 
the onthusiasn for invasion shown iH th o Unitod Kinc;don, althous h 
with dininishinc inter est towa.rd thu rliddl o of tho n unth. Great 
pro!Jinence to Allied air assaults in tho }.iuditorranoan CtjntrastoG. 
with sp8 culntion regardinc the lull in tho bonllin(.; of Gorno.ny. 
ThE:J Winnipe g Free Press, Journal M d the Glob u and Ma'il all sounc.1.od 
notes of caution with roGarG to optinistic invasion pros~ucts. 
The pross wore thrown soncwhat off balaYJ. c o when Macl.a.Llo Chiun,:; Kai
shok stated to the conbined Houses of Pc.rlianont "Lilw that of 
China, the contribution which Ca.n.c.d.a haG :: ~H il o to our cor:.JDon causu 
has not been of tho specto.cular"; tho Gn.zc tto, however, torL..10d it 
a graceful conplinent, On the evo of tn 0 Canadian ent:ry int0 
action in the Med.i terrnnoan, edit ori als v. onorally seon ed tv roli 0h 
the war of nerves being waged ace.inst t h o .:.mony. ( (II.S.) C .M.H.Q,. 
filo 4/Pross/26: M:inin Preoo Nos 23-27 G JUn - 3 JUl 43). 

~ · Pross Index No. 6-3, 4 Jun 43, iton 0.5.51, The Halifax Chronicle. 
Soe also O .P .I. 63, The Mone ton Transcript, The 'l'oiegre.ph'
Journal (st. John), WinnipoG Froo Pross, Vancouver Sun, Globe 
and Mail, Windsor ~' Tho Lethbridc~ o Horald. -
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C!..Ni..DI;iNS IN SICILY 

1.56. Prine Minister KinG• .s Doninion Day address-·to ~ the 

Cobr.lons was interpreted gonorally a$ nn attonpt to prepare the 
public for big events involvinc action and porhaps severe casuo.1-
tios tor Canadian forces (Pross Index No. 91, 0 J'Ul 43, i ten '.!.86? 
Flaherty in tho Windsor Star). In discussing forthcor.U!lf; bpor
a.tions; the Ottawa Ci tizqn stated "it is oviden tly anticipb. ted 
that Co.naC..ats 18.nd rarcoS will be in tho next J .. llied Offensive" . 
and "It is reasonable to ussune thc.t there will b o landing op~r"'." 

ations across tho Modi torranoo.n" ( (H.s.) c.M.H.Q,. filo 4/Press/26: 
J\.ti..nin Prooo No. 20, 10 Jul 43 ). In G;Oneral, however, alnost . 
con:i.) loto silence so ons to have r oit;ned until on 9 Jul Mr. Kirig 
intinatcd that aerial and ·connando ~ ssaults on Italy and Sicily, 
Sardinia end Crete wero "parts of a s inglo strategy which the 
i nnodiate futur o may be expected ra:p icl.ly to unfold" (Debat.os, 
191t3, vol V, p , 4.557_), 

157. Tho fir st connunique fron iuGiers eJlnouncing tho 
Sicilian invasion used only the tern 11L.lliod for cos" 1 but a 
supplonentary cor.munique fron Washing ton also dated 10 Jul 43 
spoke of "Lnglo-Ar:wrican-Canadian arned forcos 11 • Mr. King in a 
broadcast that norninc rnde it quite clear that Conadian soldi ors 
were included, and on 12 Jul he told tho House that Canad a would 
be justifiably proucl of the fact that 11units of the Canadian arny 
wore at tho spoar-hoad of the attack" (~, p . 4618). 

1.58 • Such :pri a_ e was· em thusiastically pr o clained in 
the press across Canada, The L.llied offensive eclipsed all otheT 
nows and Canadian participation was universally welconed . There 
was general praise for the superb planninc of the operation, 
which all corrospondonts assunod would be successful . Lo.eking 
definite infornation, several papers specula ted at first on tho 
stroncth of tho Cana di an forces and t ho sug gestion was nade that 
General McNnucht on :o.ic h t bo in comand . Consi der able irrit a tion 
was er}ressed at tho secrecy surroundiIJG tho Canad ian farces, 
particula rly until the no.no of their con:o.andor was revealed, but 
there was c oneral satisfaction that thosr wore servinc; under 
Genera.l Mt:7n t go1:iery end with tho Eichth Arny. · ( C. M.H.Q. file 
4/Pross/26: 1ti.nin Pr eoo No. 29, 1 6 JUl 4-3). 

1.59. Much discussion centr ed about tho future of tho 
bnlanc o of tho Canadian J ... rny . In En c;l a.nd thoro was a feeling 
that Canad ian divisions nicht bo used to suppl ement task forces 
as the Austra lians and New Zeal anders had done in Africa (Press 
Index No. 96, 14 Jul 43 , iten 2229, Globe and Mail ). Col Ralston 
assured Pa rlianont on 13 Jul, however", th a t the Mediterranean · 
operations di c1- not norui that t he Cana diem a r ny had been broken 
u p (Debates, 1943 Vol v, pp 4680- 89 ), The Toronto Star stressed 
tha t tfie use of Canadians in Sicily finally disposed o:r-o?t
repeat ed runours that CannQa would consent only t o the use of her 
~rr1y ns a self-contained unit (Pross Index No . 99, 17 Jul 43, 
J. ten 2460). One poli ticnl ob server r:iainte.i ned t hat Canadians 
wer? quit e c ont ent with the arrangen ent whereby a l arge pa rt of 
their arny had boen s epo.rated fron th e par en t body and banded 
~ith.tho Dritish . (Ibid 1 No . 102, 21 Jul 43 , iten 2703

1 
Harrison 

in Windsor Stnr). N"unerous papers spoke of the opportuniti es t o 
be g a ined under a baptisn of fir e . The Princ e Alb ert Dailtr 
He::a.ld, for exar:ip l o, r enarkod that if th e' Connd ian arny ha had t r 
wait 'f'or the march on Derlin th e :privi l ege of l e nding it muld 
havo g one t o other troops experi enced in b c..ttle (Ibid No , 110 
30 Jul 43 , iten 3298 ). Col Rals ton's tri p to Eng!iii1ci' nn0. the' 
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visit of Generals MoNauGhton and Stuart t o the Me diterran~an wore 
seen ns indications of l nr cor activities f or CanOO.ians (Pross 
Indices Nos 110 and 122, 30 Jul and 13 J~uc 4.3, i tons 3320 and 
4139, Journal and Sa slco.t oon Star-Phoonix). 

1 60. Pross opinion was dividod , but in general supported 
tho action of tho Prine Minister in insistinG upon equal re·cog-
ni tion beinc; c;iven to tho fact that Canadians wore in action, al
thouc)l there were so r.1.e conplaints a t unduo publicity before 
fichting ability had bo on proven. Other protests devel oped after 
the r e lative size of tho force been.no ap31aront. 

1 61, The f a ct t ha t Q.uob oc wa s ohos.en for the conference 
of the Allied leaders in Au; us t ·pr ovid ed full scope for suppo
si tions that Canac.ians would henceforth play a najor yart in 
Illannod offensives. Sinultanoous withdrawal of the 1st Canadian 
Division fron th o front lino le nt s t ronGth to conj e ctures that 
undo1• tho now stratoc;y Ccnad i nn troops ni \;ht be cnp l oyod as an 
arny, A Can adian Pres s d. os p at cll s ti u.t ed it was bolievod in London 
that such action h ad b oen doo to 0. snc;romcn t b otwoon tho Cariadio.n 
Governnent an d the Wnr Office over onployn ont of the arny as an 
entirety or in part~ tho abrupt return hono of Col RalS'ton boinc 
linked to the story. Tho Windsor Star contended it was incon-
cei vablo that tho withdrawal hacl be en tho result of bickering 
but rena.rkcd that if an arn y had t o b o brok en up tho Canadians 
would find it hard to unc"'.. orstc.nd why it should be theirs - r o.thor 
than th-e arnies of tho Uni tod States or Dri tain. {Pross Ind ox 
No~ 126, 18 Aue 43, itens ii407, 4410; o.nd. 4411, Toronto Star, 
Tel eeTan; ffil.d Windsor Star), On roturninc fron Sicily, IiOWO'v or, 
Genera.rMcNaughton eaid:'"'q'Ui to dcfinit oly that his troops wero 
ronc1y for use "in whole or in part" as tho High CooJ.1:'1nd desired, 
Nowspapers of bo th politica l f ni ths acc optod this as scotchinG 
t h o r WJ.ours conp l e t olye> (Pr es s Index No• 13!3, l Sep 43, it<:Jns 
5326 en d 5320, Gazette on d Windsor Star ), · 

...........-.:~ ·--
1 G2s Tonse oxcitono nt in the news paper world about the \ 
qu 0bec Conf er on co sub sided s orewha ti whon official roticonc o loft 
p n.;;iers with t oo nuch spa.co to i'ille Most f orcc a. st0rs b olioved 
o.t the b eeinninc tha.t the confer ence woulcl p le.n now l ancU ns s in 
Europe, but tho Gazette printed an ~.rtic .lo by a l oo.c:i.nc Now York 
co:i:-r os pond m t succosbine th a t i t wo ul c1 b e cone ornod pr-lnarily with 
Pacific stratog;y ., W'hon ·the neo ·cincs en ded without any r e al in
f orno. tion b einc divulc;oc.l other t h an the a.1Jpointnont 01' Lord. Mount
ba'.ttcn, t he Ga.ze tt e r oi toratod this theno. ( C .M,H,Q,. fil e 4/Press/ 
26: Minin Proco N'os ~r" , 35 and 36, 19 an c1 2.5 J~uc and 3 Sep 43). 
Dur i nc tho conf orenco, nor e ov or, the conquest of Sicily h a d been 
conp l etod . ond public a~tont ion :Ln Co.rrnd e. h a d b oon f 0cussoa upon 
the Pe.cific t hrouc h t ho l cmdi nc s of 1.5 AUG on ·Kiska, which clinaxod 
c:~ L;r owi n G'. a.citation fbr action in that roc;ion. 

KI SKA 

lG? ~ BGf ore Sicily doninntod public attention t o tho 
oxclusion of pr ac'Cically e verything els e, thoro was a cr owin , ~ 

· unount of spe culation in North Anerica about th c pos si bi li ty c f. 
dri vine; tho Japanese out of the Alou ti ans. Doclarinc tlrn.t Ki s ka 
h acl.. ti0d do wn nany Camdinn and A.Doriean troops and aoroplunos i n 
a conparatively qui.ell battle-zone, the Globe and Mail oarly in 
May 1943 cal led ·ror an anphibious force to d.islodGe the Jnp a::-~ o z o 
(Pross Index No, 35, 3 May 43, 'itea 5267). Thnt r.ionth it was 
thought in Washington,. although with out official confirm tion, 



- .52 ... 

thut the Canadians were likely t o join in an assault on Kiska 
(Ibid, No • .53, 24 May 43, iten 7476, Go.zotte). After tho 
J..neric ans landed on A.ttu on 11 May capita! corr espondents freely 
speculated on runours that Oanadians would join then there, the 
norale of Pacific Co.onand units risinc noticeably as a result. 
Harrison clainod that nany of those had a gr eater noralo problem · 
than units overseas but narchint; orders f or the 1.1.leutians would 
chang6 all that (Ibid , No • .5.5, 26 May 43, iten 7681, Windsor 
Star). On tho other hand, nany Canadian newspapers published 
a-r.ii'sleading dispatch to the effect that Canada ha~ a large force 
"pinned down" in Alaska with the inplication that it could now 
be released. Denial of this was given wide publicity by the 
Washincton corres~ondont Chester Dl oon, who urged tha t Canada 
put her troops into action with u.s. forces when they cane to 
attack Kisko., as he felt that J.1.ttu had been a "go lden op:;_:iortuni ty 
lost to got battle training , and to earn esteen, publicity and 
political advantage in the United States." (Pross Indices Nos 
57 and 61, 28 May and 2 Jun 43, itens 7821, 7024, end 8185, 
Toronto Telegram and Winnipeg Froo Press). He argued that if 
Canada diu not take part in tho hleutio'.n canpai gn she could have 
little to say when tho war onded ·and international air routes cane 
under discussion (Press Index No. 69 , 11 Jun 43, ite~ 8881, 
Ednonton Journal), 

164. A veritab l e storn arose, howover, when in t he 
House of Comons on 24 May L!-3 , Mr. W.R . MacDonal d (Brantford 
City) said tho following : 

•••I sucr,ost to tho Minister that drafteos who 
will not volunteer to sorve abroad should be 
sent in ever-increasing nunbors to Alaska to 
defond Canada fron that corner of tho country ••• 
If Canada sont her draftees thoro, th~ United ' 
States soldiers could be r elieved t o fiGht in 
other ~arts of the world, and we would be co
oporn ting with then in tho best int erests of 
the cause for which wo fiBht. 

(Debat'?.,s , 1943 , vol IIIt P• 2942) 

Mr. L .• R . J .. danson (York Wost ) vigor ously protested that "if that 
·suggestion should. be adopted there would be nore Cane..dian 
casualties in tho bar r oans of tho WJrld. than we ever suf fered 
in war ••• To sugcost tha t wo allow sonebody else , another nation, 
t o do our fi [Shtinc; for u s ie t he nost fantastic thing over to 
have beon said in this houso " (Ibic.1, p 5 2961 ). The following 
day ttr. MacDonald defended his r eno.rks by ox:plaininG tha t there 
were decisive bnttles being f ouGht in Alo.ska at that vory no.lilent 
and Canadians should be in tho thick of tho operati ons , relieving 
the JJ::J.ericans if t hey wished or fi ghting side by side with thon 
(Ibid, p. 2907). Tho press, noo.nwhile , treat ed his original 
prol)osal with scorn, Harrison r:mint o.ining thnt to send "our 
coddled Zonbies" to 1 .. l aska would. not o nhano o Canada ' s relations 
with hor J ... lli.e-s (? r ess Indices Nos 58 end 62 , 29 May and 3 Jun 
4~, iteras 7926, 7927 and 8259 , St. Cnthcrines Standard ond 
Wi~dsor Stcu:,). In unswor t o further questions Tron :Mr. Adanson, 
Col Rclfl t on stated in tho House thci. t the Governor-in-council had 
tho authority to send dr aftees to ~ttu and Kiska but that only 
e.. general order dealing with Llnska had been passed (Debates , 
1..2.:!l.t p . 3021 ) • 

165 . Ji.none newspapers carryinG editorials advocating 
Canadian troops joining the l.1.nericans in tho Aleutian carii:;;m.ic;n 
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were The Calgary Herald, London Free ?ress and st. · c nthorines 
St~ndard (Pross Index No. 63 , 4 Jun 43 , ibon G,55) . Tho Nelson 
Nows notod a risinr:: c1 onand t h11t Co.no.dn p ropar o to_ tnke tho 
offonsi ve fron her Pncif ic bases and ob sorvod that "the d erm.nd 
is tinoly and its ag t:ressive p ublic ex pression will be just as 
necessary to stinula te Ottawa t o action as it was to brin~ about 
t he strenc theninc of our Coast defenc e s" (IE.!Q., No . 75, l o Jun 
43 , iten 9420). 

166 . DurinG July very litt le Liention was nctde of the 
sub ject, a lthouc;h sone attention wa s given to t he ·visit of tho 
Per nanent J oint Doard on Defence t o J .. laska nnd the Aleutians 
(Press Indice s Nos 89 and 100 , 6 and 19 Jul 43, iten s 1669 and 
2534 , Gazette). Tho Winniper, Tribuno f ollowed this up b y 
praising tho narnony wroue;htoy the Doar cl a s wi tnossed b y Can
adians and hnericans standinr, side by siGe on guard defending 
J..lnska and Newfoundland (Ib i d , No . 118, 9 I..UG !~3 , iten 3797). 
Encourac;ing Canadians to s how a wntchful int ere st in the Aleutians• 
the Stratford Deacon-Herald of 26 Jul spoke of tho grin task of 
naval nnd air nrns · there without n enti onini:; a .JOSsibl e r ole for 
the Ji:rny (Ibid. , No. 124, 16 J .. uc 43, it en 4226} • 

. -
167 • Meanwhile there had boon growing con;plaints ag ainst 
the policy of keepinc; large nunbem of troops idle in Canada , 
particularly after Mr. Bracken charged in n Toronto address on 2 
Jul that ne..intaininc, the "draftee hono dof onc e a rny11 wa s a "hoax'! 
an-d a waste -of nan-power (Pr ess Index No. 89 , 6 Jul 43 , i t ens 
1664 and 1665, Journal 11Ild Gazotte). Tho Winnipoc Free Press folt 
thnt it would have been nucn nore' to tho point to criticize tho 
keepinc of n ec.rly 200,000 active service troops a t hone (Pre ss 
IndicEBNos 90 and 92, 7 o.nd 9 Jul 43, ito~s 1748 and 1921). Evon 
aft er the landinc s in Sicily pressure continued in Po.rlianem t for 
the grantinc of oxtenc1 cd l oav o t o aid the shortage of non- power 
in industry o.nd acricultur o . Col Rals t on net this by stating on 
21 Jul tha t thoro wns n o such thing o.s a Hone Defonce J..rn y, all 
troops incluc~inc; thoso known n s h ooe defenc e pers onnel wore part 
of the Active J..rny o.nd wore essontio.l to units which had to be 
kept ready to Boot ovontualiti os (Deb ates± 1943 , vol IV, p . 5161). 
The J o urna.l cornont ed that t hos o i")orsonno nirJl't bo in the Active 
l..rny but wore definitely not of it bocauso t hey would no t fight 
nor could t hey be m. de t o f i c;ht wher e the fi ch ting wa s b e inc done 
(Pross Index No . 100, 28 Jul ti3, it en 320.5 ). Tho Le ader-Post 
(R egina} on t ho othor hnnd n~intninod t hat it would n ot be wise 
t o heed the gr eat politi co.l ou tcry in Ontario acainst nnintaininc; 
a considerab l e body of a r nod troops in Co.nnda, all of then 
J,?o tenti a l roinforccnents f or overseas (I b i d , No . 113, 3 Aug 43 , .. 
i ten 3506). It i s inte rostinc; t o no t o "£ii8l' the Prince :~lbert 
Herald conceded it micht be possi b l e to relax defences on tho 
lliantic but asserted it was still t oo early t o do so on the 
Pa?i~ic (Ibid, No. 121, 12 hUG 43 , iten 402~ ). Speaking for 
Dr1t1sh C9 lur1b i a , the Vancouver Sun soonod qui to satisfied that 
danger t o the Vfost Coast had pa.sscd ancl that tho l and f orces 
for d.ofonsi vo p urposes there could. be reduced considerab ly (Pr oss 
Index No . 119, 10 ~UG 43, iton 30 74). Tho Gazette on 7 hUb put the 
question directly 111 .. ro the z onb ios goint; t o Kiska?", and sai d 
with irony, "Tho boys who wouldn't v oluntoor t o chase Italians 
beside tho bnlny Meditorrunoo.n would find thonselvos fightinc a 
stubborn, entrenched Jepiniho chilly J:..rotic" (Ib i d , No. 121 1 12 Aug 
43 , iten 4025). ----

;t.68 . \'\1hon Prine Minister King e.nnouncod in a br oadcas t 
of 21 Aue that Canadians had j o ined with Anoric ans in seizing 
Kiskr.'1 on 15 J .. ug , tho Gqzotto i nnedi o.toly wrote that the last 



- 54 -

vestigo of tho throat to Canada had been ronovod and ask~d 
"What now - do wo still need a Barris on of Go, 000?" (~, 
No. 131, 24 Aug 43, itens 4688-92 inclusive). Thero was genoral 
deliE2ht that no Japanes e had beon found thoro, althout;h sono 
rena~ks wore passed about Canadians a~ain boins robbed of an 
opportunity t o distincuish thoDselves,~ The :use of N.R.M.J. .• 
troops sone 2500 !Jiles fron Canudats coast at once suggested to 
nany papers that conscription 'V'K) Uld or could b e wi dened to 
European fields*K• While tho Monoton Transcritlt intio.atEJd that 
Canc.dinn uni ts would likely f orn pe..rt of the I outian Defence 
sys ten, the Ottawa Citizen outspokenly contended that there was 
no fu r ther need to naintain Co.nudian divisions whore they \\Ore 
never likely to encounter the onoDy and advocated their active 
enploynont with Anoricans, Australin.ns nnd Now Zealanders in the 
?ncific (Ibi d, Nos 135 and 137, 28 and 31 AUG 43, itena 5097 
and 5212), The Journal very pointedly nsked Vv'.hethor the Canadian 
call-up troops would nove on with tho lu:i.erica.ns when they left 
Kiska (Press Index No. 140, 3 Sep 43, iton 5445). Vancouver paper~ 
were satisfied that Dritish Colunbints f ears of attack fron the 
Aleutians had been ronoved (Ib i d , Noe 147, 11 Sep 43, item 5964, 
Vancouver Sun and Nows-Horalcrr.--
169. ReturninG fron a visit t o the ?acific, Downan of 
tho C .D .c. stated t hat General Mac1\.rthur haL1 told hin he looked 
forward to the day when Canadian soldiers would join hin in 
the South Pacific and that General Bl arJey hoped there would be 
joint Canndian-AustraliOJl action with the u.s. forces (?ress 
Index No. 143, 7 Sep 43 , iten 5655, Vnncouver Province). As 
Canada entered her fifth year of war, Flaherty saw prospects for 
action by the Canadian l\.rny in bo th the Pacific theatre and 
Europe , sug3estins that the next step night be Japanese territory 
(Ibid, iten 5715, Globe and Mail). The Winnipeg Freo Pross, how
ever; s aid every oye in Canada. was fixed upon Italy (where oper
ation 11Daytown 11 had b aen l aunched the 'W3ek before) (Ibid. , 15 Sop 
43 , iten 6149 ). Tho Montreal Standard at this tine :rGP'Orted a 
crowing f eolinG that Canadia.11s woulCl. b'o sent from the Italian 
theatre vi a tho Medi t erranean t o t he Asiatic theatre for 
possi ble enp l oynont under Lord Louis Mountbatten , and expr essed 
the opinion that t ho Australi ans would like such a novu (Ibi d , 
No. 156, 22 Sop 43 , iton 6646). -----

170. Ejection of tho Jo.pa.nose fro n tho Aleutians, 
Allied succossos in Europa , and a l essoning of the submarino 
Bonaco woro tho throe reasons civon by Col nalston for a najor 
reduction in tho strengt h of tho m-ny in Canada , an ac tion which 
the Gn.zotto i ru:1odiatoly pr aised a s a stop towar ds a r ealistic 
nilitary policy (Ibi d , No. 150, 15 Sop 43, itons 6147 and 6148 ). 
Tho Ministorts an!iOUiiconont said tho ?th nnd 0th nnd par t of tho 
6th Divisions woro to bo disbanded , t hoir p l ace t o bo taken by 
three brigade groups , and that a "substantial" number of non would 
bo discharged a.nd. returned t o civilian lif o. The Globe and Mai l 
saw this at once as a tacit adnission of ovorexpansi on nnd wrote 
tha t tho grandios El pl an of puttine; a Canadian orny in the field 
had 8 oen abandoned (Ibid , No . 151, 16 Sep 43 , iten 6222). The 
Journal s aid that th0"""8'Xcuso it could not be done so long as tho 
Japanese hold the J:..loutians was nonsense (Ibi d , iten 6223). 

The Windsor Star noted tha t Genoral Pearkes had sent out both 
this expeditro:n-and the one t o Spitsbergen and in neither case 
had a mot been fired (lli2,, No. 133 , 26 Aug 43 , i ten 4892 ) • 

Press Indices 132 133, 134, 135 and 137, 25-28 and 31 Aug 
43 , itens 4863, 4B97, 5008 , 5010, 5094 nnd 5213, Ottawa Citizen, 
Windsor ~' Toronto Tologr n.n, Halifax Chronicle, Ottawa·~ - · 
Journn.l. · 
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171- Tho announcement caused a terrific outburst in 
the United States, whore isolationists and opponents of 
Roosevelt such as John O'Donnell writing in t he New York Dail~ 
News and the Washinr;ton Tinos-Horald no.do it apIJoar that Cana a 
W'a.S""sendinc hor non hono fron tho Piiny (Ibid, i ten 6224, Ottawa 
Ci tizon). Tho tining .. wo.s nos t unfortunate, a.s nows of: tho sot

·b~ck at Salerno had just arrived ~nd ConGross was debating t he 
bill t o draft fathers. Mos t Canadian ?npors , however, l aid .the 
bl anc for the furore upon t he wordinc of the announcenent and 
f or days t heir c ri ticc::.J. oJ.i torials enpl oyod such phrases as 
"King Governnont GX?orts trou1.J lo", 11a b lundering announcenent", 
11statomont fron o·bto.wa on d isbanding divisions .hisleo.ds oven 
Roosovolttt, "W.I.l.: e failod t o j_)r evont this blnck eye for Canada ", 
"use of tdisbruic1 t was unfortunate 11 •1 

11 tdynanitet for Wa.shington". 
(Pross Indices 152-163 in~lusivo , 17 Sop - 2 Oct 43, itons 6301, 
6304, 6533, 6624 m1d 7096, Gazette, Ottawa JOUl"'!l.al, Telegran, 
Toronto Sta.r, Ednonton Journo.1 ). Tho Winnipeg Free Fross 
tornod ir"Tiaddl od Ene lisli" but doclnr ec1 that tho reason for 
confusion lay beyond tho clunsy wording - nanoly, tho delay 
in offoctint; changes in tho hone def on co e stablishnen ~s in 
ksepinG with the needs of tho tino (Press Indices Nos 155 and 
15G, 21 and 24 Sop 43, itous 6527 and 6794). Tho Ed.Donton Dulletir 
folt thnt thore nicht still be nuisance raids on Canadian coastnr 
connuni ties by carrier-bo..socl pl anes ~.mt that neither Gernany 
nor Japan had ships for an invasion arny (Press Index No. 165, 2 
Oct 43 iton 7232). In ceneral, .however, Canadian newspapers 
evaluated tho r o~sons for tho chanGod policy in accordance with 
their stand regarding conscription for service overseas . 

CANiJ)I ANS IN ITJILY - THE DIVIDED iJlM'l 

172. Meanwhile the public ro:no.inod very nuch in the 
dark regarding tho pr obable us e of tho two cor~s of tho Canadian 
Ji;rny still in England . General ~ .. 1cNaur;hton' s visit t o Sicily in 
Au5-ust had stimulated hopes, however, tha t tho next assignnent 
would involve noro than a single division and its ancillaries, 
his nane again being nentionod as possib le coIJ:Dander of the 
Allied invasion forces (Press Incicos Nos . 136 and 138, 30 Aug 
and i ·sep 43, itons 5100 and 5330~ Windsor Star and Montreal 
Star). There was a s ense of ro li of when th~ttlo for Sicily 
ended with f owor casualties than expoctod , and there was a 
foolinc of pri de thnt tho Canadians had acquitted thenselves well 
in their first sustaineC acti on . Lu Prosse (Montreal ) assorted 
that the Canadi ans were now roudy 1or ~igger operations, while 
Tho Telep,rath-Journal (St,,John).hintod at the pr estige which 
woUld rosUl fron an nrny in action (Pr oss Index No. 144 , 8 Sep 
43, i tons 5749 end 57t~8 ). On the West Coast Philpott wrote 
that Canadi o..ns hoped t heir arny would fiGht "as a single toun, 
not sparo parts". (Ibi c1 , iton 5747 , Vancouver Sun) 

, - -
173. After wavorine for sono tine tho press assunod 
that tho Italian Govornnont had finally decided not to surrender 
inrlediatoly. Its abru~t c api tulation wa s therefore not alto
Gether expe cted, althouch tho ll.lliod l andinGs in Italy on 3 Sep 
occasioneQ no surprise. Considerab le pror.tlnonce was ·c iven t o the 
part playod by -Oano.dians in tho so l o.nc"':. i nc; operations. (C . M.H.Q. 
file 4/Pross/26: Vfinin Pr eco No. 37, 10 Sep 43). Flaherty re
narked that in two nonths Canadian troops had thrice invaded 
eneny territory. l'.J.thou@l Washington s pe culated that failure 
to nontion Anerican troops in t he reports nennt they \\Bro poisod 
for another l nnding in Italy, it appears t o have been taken for 
grantod that Canadians would continue to fi ght al ongside the 
Dritish. (Press Index No. 141, 4 Sop 43, itens 5501, 5504 and 
5505, Journal). 
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174. Lntor that autunn there wore vague runours that 
cano.dians night po.rticipo.to in a blow o.i121ocl at tho nalknns. The 
Toronto TeloGrnn re :portod. that Cannd.ion synpathy with Greece gave 
prospect of co-operation in oponinG up this new front.(ibid, No. 
182, 23 Oct L1r3, iten 0246 ). When it becane known that "IDC'"con
ad.ians were on the Adriatic, the Ednonton Journal on 11 Dec wrote 
"It is just possible, of course , t hat tho Whole arny n ny be 
c.sserab l od and O:i_Jorato a.s n unit in Italy or tho Dalkans" ( C. M.H .Q. 
file 4/?ross/27/2: O.P.I. 195). 

175. As tho Italian canpa i Gn developed, the fortunes 
of tho Cnnadian units involved were followed stop by step with , 
creat interest. Thero was no narkod tendency to repeat tho 
oriticisn nade elsowhoro of t he slowness of the advance in Octobur 
ruic1 Novenb or, o.l th ouc h a.urine o.j;):;::io.r on t lulls pr ess coment s fell 
off noticeably (C.M.H.Q. file 4/ Pr ess/26: Minin Preco Nos" 4 2 
and 45, 15 Oct and 4Nov 43). Tho [;Onoral opinion was that slow 
~roc;ress in Italy prosa5ed JJ.liod ~re-occupation with the opening 
of a Second. Front elsewhere (ibi cl : M:i.nin ? r eco Noe 47, 19 Nov 43) o 

Tho Winnipec; Froo 1?ross of 2f-sGP intorpretod the inclusion of 
Lord Doavorbrook in Kil.'. Churchill's Cab inet o.s an indic ation that 
tho no.in assault fro n tho West wa.s about to be l o.unch ed , but to 
this paper it no loncor no.ttored. whothor or not the Canadian M-r:w 
fornod tho solo spoarhoad. In an earlier editorial of 31 Aue 
this sane Libornl orcan had. writtGn: 

It no.y be hopod that to tho oxporienco now won by 
tho 1st Co.na.di an Division will be add.ad battle ex
porionco by other fornati ons . W'nothor those fi Ght 
siGo by sido or not is, rel ativ ely spoakinc , unin
~ortant now. nut their sopo.rato entry into thoatros 
of war d.oos not wholly olininnto an ultino.to hope 
tho.t b oforo t ho war is over , thoy will bo broucht 
toGother , just as tho ol d Co.nadian Corps was united 
in the last war. Dut whothor thoy ar o or not, tho 
na tion will rins to tho talc of t heir nchiovononts 
and their cnllantry o.nd onc o noro tho Canadi an Arny 
will pl ay its groo.t unifyinro r o le as a point around. 
which our national pride can cather frosh stren gth 
and honour. No ono can oxaDeer at e t he f eeling of 
r 0liof that this cours o is to be followed . Nobody 
denands unnocossnry bl ood.shod f or the sako of pros
ti co e.t hono or ab r oad. . nut it is o.. f act that the 
l onG inaction of the Cano.di an Ji:rny was the caus e of 
criticisn and dissension a t hone . Its Gradual go i nc 
into action now under conditi ons adnirab ly adapt ed 
t o nini~zo losses is sone thinG which far outweighs 
t ho po ssi blo advant o.c e t o tho nation of any i nsi "' ·tence 
that our arny should be used a ltocother or not at all -

(Press Indox ,unn.unberod and undat ed but 
pr esunab ly 1 Oc t 43, itens 7157 and. 
7161, Free Press ) ... 

176. Gen er a l satisf action grootod the am1ounconE:mt 
towards t ho en d of Novor:ibor 1943 that a l ar ge body of Cana dian 
roinforcanonts, including arnourod units, had lo.nd.ed in Italy 
o.nd would b o no r g od with fornations already fi ghting there to 
f orn a. Cma.di an Corps ':lldo r a Canadian cor.10and.er. Al though in
fornation was scanty, it was at once inter p reted to nean that 
thoro had urri vo d anothor Canadian division, probab ly arnoured 
thus r educ~ns tho nunbor l oft in EnGl and t o such proportions tha t 
the nocossi ty 'ibr on o.rny headquarters car;io into question*, 

~ Pross Indices Nos 209 and 211, 24 and 26 Nov 43, itens 31,5~~ 
3161; 3338 o..nd 3341, Gazette , Toronto Tol e~ran and Montreal 
Stur , -
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The Windsor star cor.mentocl the.t "Droans of an arny in the field 
were evanesc~and inpractical in the first place - now ~ave 
cone down to reo.lities" {Pross Index No. 212, 27 Nov 43, iten 
3404). NUDerous odi tors assertecl thnt the rumouncoment definitely 
no..rked the fino.l abo.ndonnon-b of tho ::1lnn to maintain a full arrJ.y 
establishnent overseas*. 

177. Tho quostion of onploynont of' tho ronainodor of 
the forcos -at once cane to the fore. 

Now wo aro to havo in action a corps of two 
divisions; in t ho l ast war we had four ••• No 
doub t t he other thre e divisions will b e used 
elsewhere when the riGht tine cones, and will 
equa lly distincuish then s olves. Dut what of 
our arny headquarters? 'Who.t of our lines of 
cor..10.unicati on and base troops? ••• scores of 
officers have boon pronoted to high rank to 
fill places in tho arny or 6anization. What of 
then? JJ:e they to cool their huols in Ens land 
for tho balcmc o of the vmr, frustrated and 
disn;ii)ointod? · 

{Ibid, WinnipeG Free Press, 30 
Nov 43 ) 

Sayinc that the Canadian· Governnent would now have to decide 
whothor th0 naintonanco of an o.rny staff was goinG to be 
nocessury, o.. pr airie newsDaper hinted that Dritish units night 
be c rouped under Cruw.dian connand (Ibid; Saskatoon S.tar-Phoonix, 
24 Nov 43). J .. French-lnno;uaco dailv on tho contrn.ry wrote that tt} 
c ~nadiens, on ceneral, ~r6fereront voir combattrd l our troupes 

on un corps d t arnee distinct que fondues dans dos uni~e s anc 
lai ses 11 (Ibid : Le Droi t, 23 Nov 11. 3) • -
178. Runours of tho r etirenont of Gonoral McNaut;h ton 
began at once {Press Indox No. 210, 25 Nov 43 , iten 3260, 
Gazette). Ono correspondent said it soonod nunlikely the arny 
ovorsoas would oper at 0 as u conpl 0t e unit for sane tine , if 
over" (Ibid, No. 212, 27 Nov 43, iten 7406 , Marshall in the 
Windsor-star). Tho Toronto Star f elt tha t the necessity for an 
arny connnnu er had boon rodu'CO"d";" if not elininated, and it was 
probable no new ar IJY chief woul be naned (Ibi d , iten 3407). 
According to the Vancouver Province, a roporr-"Was already 
circulating in Pacific Cormand that the arny overseas would be 
roorcanized {Ibid , iten 3408 , Ottawa Citizen). Ross Nbnro ~as 
s·till of the O:P'iilion that the Canadi an J~rny was not gains to con
fine itself to one field and he predicted. "it nay make oven 
greater cor.'.lfilitnents in a second-front canpaiQl in ' Western Europe 
t han in the Mediterranean theatre" (Ibid, No. 211, 26 Nov 43, 
iten 3343 , Montreal ~). ~ 

1?9. Wh en t ho announcenont of General McNauf;}:l tonts 
retirenent was mo.de on 26 Dec , it was officially di sclosed for 
t ho first tino tha t General Crora.r was in coITJ.and of the 
CanQdian Corps in the Mediterranean { C .M.H.~ , file 4/Press/27/2: 
O.P.I. 196 , Citizen, 27 Doc 43 ), The WinnipoG Free Press had 
assunod this a.ppo1ntr1ent in an .editorial of 30 Nov, apparently 
based upon a report· by Munro printed by tho sOLJ.e paper on 24 
Nov {~: Froo Pross, 30 Nov 43). The Ottawa Citizen promptly 

ii C.M.H.QI. ··file ..t/Pross"/27/2: · O.P .I. 193, The Moncton bai!y 
Times , 26 Nov, The Standard (Montreal), 27 Nov, a nd The 
rnlardian ot' t h P. r!i1 l f' 10.h !=i 'r'l nt.t.o+:rmm 1 T'l o,... 11"A · \ 
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hinted t hat ho night r eturn to England to t ako over tho post of 
lU:ny Cor.J.Dandor (Press Index No. 237, 2G Doc 43, iton 473G). Dack 
in Ottawa, Col RGlston without spocifyin£ nanes pr edicted that a 
p0r nanont successor to Gonor al McNaughton would bo a:;?pointed and 
ho told n owspnpernon that tho fact t hat one cor i)s was in Italy was 
no roason f or tho Cnnncli an J.:rmy not ope rating as such (C. M.H.Q. 
file 4/ Pr e s s /27/2: O. P.I. 204 , Citi zen, 27 Dec 43). Tho MinisterY s 
announcenont t hat it would function as an nr ny under Gene r al 
Eis enhower strenc thencC. the belief that a nUD.ber of Dri ti sh 
divisions would be a dded , civinc it a cor~osite charact er f or the 
Europe an inva sion. Cubl os fron London su Q3est ed t hat without then 
t he Cn.nndian fJIJ.Y coul ci. scarc ely function a s an arny .... it r equire d 
either a. con:;_) l ot o Dritish corps or a conposite Canadian-Dri tish 
cor ps t o Opera.t o with t ho ot her Canadian cor ps a s a proper arny 
fornation. It was also f or ecast tha t Gener al Montgomery's !J:rn:y 
Group Vl.Duld include one Dritish J.:rny and the Canadi an Ju:ny. 
(Ibi d : G~zo tto , 29 Dec 43). --
180. Tho nost bitter condennation of past policies was 
contained in a Globe and Mail editorial on ti tlod "The Dattle f or 
t he Stripes". Thi s oontondOd that "tho .Defense Minister, aided 
and· abetted b y the per n anent force", had set out to create an 
all-Canadian lJ:D.Y of eight divisions plus at l east two arny tank 
briGades and necessary ancillaries. It a r gued that the plan had 
failed because Canada could not provide the r einforcencnts t o 
nnintain it in action, nnd tho d i spatch of t ho di vi s i on to Sicily 
was d escribed as "tho b r eaking poi nt for t he s tubbor n insistonce 
of a Cano.dian arn y, self-suffici en t and sover e i gn"• FindinG 
further proof in c1isbandnont of the 11opor ationu1. 11 divisions in 
Cano.do., t ho oditori nl askod : 

What does it nattor whore and with whon the se cond 
cor ps fi ghts so l one as it f i t;h t s well, with t he 
s ane skill and t enaci ty t he f ir s t cor ps h as di s 
played in Ita l y? Wha t can i t adu t o t he pr estige 
thoy aro winning f or Conruia t o h ave a c onposi t e 
/J.lied f orce go i nt o bat t l e unde r the title of the 
First Canadi an ~rny? Gener al McNau€;11. t onts r es i gna
tion and t ho r cor gruli zation it ent ails givo t he 
op~ortunity t o break wi th t ho pas t a.nd clear away 
t he debris . · 

(C. M.H.Q. 4/ Pr ess/27/2: O.P.I. 
201, Glob e and Mail, 28 De c 43) 

C OI'.ll~ontinc on t he rei nfor cGnent s sont t o Italy and t he s evere 
casualti es suffer ed t horo , a politically independent New 
Dr unswick paper said : 

Probably t he Canadians will b o c ontinued i n servic e 
i n Italy and per haps t he units now in Engl and nay 
j oi n t hen t here ••• It i s possib l e t ha t t hey Day b o 
dr awn out of I t aly and becono ~art of t he spear head 
dir ected a gainst tho Nazi fortificati ons i n wes t er n 
Europe . 

(C. M.H .~ . f ile 4/ ? r e ss/27/3: 
O. P .I. 221, St. John Tel egr aph
J ournal, 29 Dec 43 ) 

The i~ea of t he corps in I t al y r oturninc t o fill the 3ap in t he 
C ano.~ian i"iXrJ.y, howev EJr, wns treat ed very lightly by Manitoba• s 
len~ing paper, wi:ich r one..rked i n pe.renthosi s t hat i t was "an 
unlikely pr oc eedinc uncler pr esent c i rcuns t anc es" {Ibi d : Winnipe i:; 
Free Pr es s , 29 Do c 43 ). --- j 
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PiJtT V: PUDLIC 1..TTITUDE TOWPJIDS 
HEUNION OF THE Cl.Nl~DIJlN Jilll.VIY 

181. The rotirenont of Gener al McNauchton created at tl" .. 
beGinninc of 1944 the utoost confusion in public opinion r ecard
inr; the future of Cunada ts nilitary forces overseas. There had 
boon no newspaper calls for his disoissal and nost editors who 
prais ed tho inportant services ho had r ondorod wore far frora 
con ton t t o accept tho officinl ex:;_Jl onation of ill-health. In 
c;enoral it was seen to be connoctod with th e collap se of the 
oric;innl lJ l an f or a se:!_)arat e Canadian 1 .. r ny ancl t here was a c roat 
donl of outspoken corrr1ent on stories of disaereenent with General 
Montconery on that point (C . Nr.H . Q, . file 4/Press/26 : Minim Pre co 
No. 4 3, G J an 44 ). Obvi ously, t he Opposition was goinG to press 
t he Governnont for f urthe r infor mation . Meanwhile the country 
had no cloar idoa of t ho part its J..;rny w~s intended to play in 
the forthcominG a ssault upon Europe . It soenod ironic that at 
tho vory tine when tho JJ.lies woro announcinc. t he ir invasion 
chiefs tho Canadian J.rey lost its f ounder and wa.s pl aced undar 
a ton~orury coonnndor who ndnittodly would not bo its l oader in 
battle. Undorlyinc; such queries a s who would ovontually conmnd, 
what would bo tho sizo and conpositi on of his forcos, whon and 
whore would they bo used , was tho bnsic question whether they 
would operate in tho invasion us a distinct CanJdi an a roy. 

182. Indicative of tho cr owinc confusion in public 
thouGht about t hose issuos , one Conservative papor in coom.ontinr 
on the a~~ointnont of Lt-Gon Sinoncs to cori1and a Canadi an corps 
wrote: 

If, o.s so ens pr oba.b l e , ono Canadian Corps is to 
operat e in Italy and the other in the western 
off ensive, it rny bo thnt no pernnnont successor 
t o General McNnuc;hton will b e nanoc1. There is 
litt l e need for an o.rny corm.und er if tho aroy 
doos not fic:ht ns such . 

(C. M.H. ,:./, . filo 4/ Pross/2?/3: 
O.P .I. 238, Victori a Coloni s t, 
2 Fob 44 ) 

One Ottawa. nows~n:;;rnr i n a skinc why t he arny had b oen cli vidod 
even went so f e..r ns to assuno tha t t hr ee Cruia.d ian di visions 
had boon sent t o Ita ly (ibi c : O.P .I • . 23,, Citizen, February 1944i 

. -
183 . Many of t hos o n isunct0rst andinc;s wer e clarified by 
Col Ral s t on when ho ~ave ~nrlianont on 11 Fob a very det ailed 
explan o.tion of t ho aroy orcani zntion over seas . He did not say 
whether or not tlw Ce.no.c:i ans in Italy ni ch t be brought back as 
f or nations t o rejoin those l oft in Enc l and , but ho :oade it quite 
clear that t hero was no i ntenti on of cli sbandinc the arn y head 
quarters there . ( Debates ~ 1944 , vol I , pp 411-416). Later, when 
ll'tr. T .c. Dou13l as (Weyburn twic o nskod hin why tho on tire 
Ca.no.dinn Aroy had not boon s ont to Italy, Col Ra lston stated that. 
such a stoJ? would not have b oen pos s i b le un de r oxistinc concli ti on~ 

rulG A.Cain defonded the policy of battle innocula tion by doGr GGS 
(ib~d , pp .514 , 516- 519 ). 

184. hS a r e sult of those ninisterinl statenents, press 
exci t onent over Goncrel McNnuchton rs retirenent to sone ext ent 
subsi c1ecl (C.M.H.Q, . file 4/ Press/26 : Nti.nim Preco No • .51.5, 17 Fob 
44 ). The Vancouver Sun , for exanple , wrote that Col Ralston had 
disposed of "the hysto rical cry of certain Canadi ro.1 newspapers n 
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that the Canadian ar1~ wo.s n ot an a rcy a t a ll but a 11:myth1
,
1

, as t r .' 
Ottawa Journnl put it- . Cab linc fron London on 16 Fob , howovor, 
Shapiro attributod G.Jnoral McNauchtonts illness dir e ctly to 
chagrin a nd di s appointnont over tho break-up of the J.~DY. HG sm•1 
the win tor of 1942-,t3 o.s tho crisis in tho General's p l e.ns when 
thG Governnont at hono wo.s boinc procded about its military polir 
at Hone Kon e and Dieppe aru'.t ~bout t ho absence of Canadian form
ations in J .. frica. Doscrib in:~; how Ottawa pr essed to send troops 
to tho Mediterranean until eventua lly a c orps wa s built up ther e, 
Shapiro wroto: 

In Enc~land Gen McNnuchtonts f anous clacsg er has 
boc one nor o of a handlo than a b lado .,. 

No spearhead woulC. be t hese Canadian troops. 
The c onoral's b r avo words of 194 1 wor e a 
hollow l auc h in 1944 . 

(Ibid : O .P~I. 229~ Gazette, 17 Feb 4~· -
13,5. Finally , on 20 Mar 44 , Col Ralston announced in 
the Comons the o.l.):;?Ointnent of Lt-Gen Cr er a r t o command the Fir st 
Canadian f.:rny (Debat es , 1 94Lr1 vol II, P • 1 625). The pr e ss Gave 
instant a11:;?roval in nunor o us r eviews of his career. Sayinf,; that :P 
renov od 11tho political a.ynru:rl to lurkinc ben eath the rec ent retir e-, 
nent", Shapiro wrote fr on London t hat tho fate of the Canadian 
1.:rm:y or c anization had hunc; in the bal ance while his ability a s -a 
corps connander was boinc t est Gd by Dritish superiors in Italye 

I 

An adverse r eport would probably havo neant 
dissolution of tho Canadian J.:rny and r e 
orc Qniza tion of tho Doninion ts second- front 
troops under Dritish Arny c oI'.lIIl.o.nd . Such an 
eventu a lity c oninc in tho wake of General 
McNuuc hton•G retirement and coincidental with 
the e l ovati on to c;onoral rank of threo Dritish
born Canadiruis - Sinonds, Foulkes and Kitchinc -
nicht hav o caused a first-class political 
exp l osion in Cannde.. . 

Early this nonth a f avour nb lo r eport wa s r e ceived 
on Gen Cr orar ' s capc.ci ty ,., s a fio l d com nder. 
o ttnwa t s di l enna was resolved and dire ction of 
the Canadi an J .. rny was est ab lished a t l as t on a 
permanent basi s . 

( C. M. H. •1, . file 4-/Pr ess /27 / 6: 
O. I.) . I. 2.52, Gazette , 21 Mar 
LJ.4 ) 

106 . Ln editorial in tho Gazotto of 21 Mar said that 
t ho · only unc ertain factor renaininc was just what troops would 
f orn ~he other .corps necessary for hin t o tako a two-Corps 
Canadian Arny into a ction. 1 .. 1 t e rna.ti vos wore oi th or to b rinc 
back t he 1st Canadian Cor~s or add a corps of Dritish or United 
Nations troops . Fron repeat ed statonents by Col Ralston that the 
CE.l.Ilc'ldian divis i ons would be used. when and. where they we r e nos t 
needed, the odi torial concluded t hat the Allied Hi c h Comc.nd wou~r 
prob ab ly decide upon tho disposition of the 1st Canadian Corps . 

ii C. M.H. Q. fi l e 4/Press/ 27/6 : O,P . I . 272, Vancouver Sun, 18 
Fob 44. Further oxan, l es a r e found in c . M.H.Q. fil8'4/Pross/ 
27/3 : o . P . I . 2}3~ r:i;:ie ~ender-Post (Ro8ina ), 14 F Gb and o.P.I . 
214 , Gazette, 16 .Hoo 44 . See a l so C. M.H. Q, . file 4/Pr e ss/27/4 : 
O. P . I , 249, Citizen , Vancouver Province and Toronto Tolegran, 
all of 17 F eb' "44. ' 
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/.n Ontario paper acr oed but added the cor.EJ.ent that no iI::ir.lodia t o 
decision was expected. (Ibid: o.P.I. 255, Gazette, 21 Mar , ann 
The Pot orborouc;h Exo.ninor~ Hc~r 44). Toronto f s norning po.per , 
on tho other hruld, concontro.t od upon tho second alternative. 

Ex1) l r.no.tory cormonts on tho ch~mi:-; os nako tho 
confortinc assuranc e that the policy of koopinG 
tho C c..n:~c inn ovorsous arny in a socr oGatod con
part nont ha.s lJoon finally a1J and.onod . J .. pparen tly 
in t ho aJ?~Jro Rchint:: o:i_:ier ations Lt-Gon Crorar will 
co:onand. un arny whi ch i n addition t o t ho throe 
Canndian divisions of our 2nd Corp s will contain 
at l oust two Dritish divisions. 

(Ibi d : Globe and Mail, · 22 Mar 44) -
187. As D Day drew near it boc c..no obvi ous that the 
1st Corps wo.s not t;oinc; to r eturn t o Ebc;l and t o take part in the 
assault. Dy May r eports of runours nr1onc the tro ops in Italy 
sur~ostod that sono niGht ~o t o southern France nnd sone to 
Durna, but one of the nost conuon was t hat a division nit;llt bo 
sent to ·1 .. ustralia (Press Clip~) inc No. 9690 , The Sudbury Star, 3 
Moy 44). To one of his invasi on units in Drit ain General Cr or ar 
sugGostod that 11i t would bo ha:p:;? i or" if o.11 Co.nadi an troops wer e 
tocether insteo.d of b einc 11sprend about ci. bi t 11 ; but , he a ddod, 
nit would be very unhappy indood if by any insi stenc o t hat wo 
fiBht only t ocether the wo.r ended without nn op:portunity on our 
port of contributin(; i n a.n i n:porto.nt c1oc;r eo t o tho nilitary 
vie toryn (ibi d : No. 2606 , Toronto Stc.r, 18 M:..y 44) . - -
108·. When the no.in nssnult upon Europe finally took 
:;_) l ace the exact extent to which Cc.nadio.n forces were involved 
was not disclosed f or sono tine , but there was unconce aled pridn 
tho.t the y forned part of the spearhead . It was all-inpo rtf.l.Ilt 
that t heyw oro b ei nc used whor e nost eff ective, and t o the 
Gc.zotte of 8 JUn it seonod of snnll account whether Cana.dian 
s'oidiors Wero fi ch t inc as an arr:w , as · a cor ps, or a s separate 
divisions. (Pross Clippinc No . 3671 ). Novortheloss , t here was 
universal acclai B when early in AuGust it b ecano known that t he 
First Canadian J..:rny under General Cror ar had taken up un 
operational role in Fro.nee. At t ho sar.10 tine , several pap ors 
pointed out t hat althouch corma.nded by a Canadian and with a 
Canadian ·hoadquartors it c ould by no noans b u consi dorod all
Canadian. Tho Go.zotto of 9 J-..uc ca lled it "a new conposite arny" 
and observed that only two Canadi an divisions v.B r e known to bo 
in France (Press Clippinc; No . 5692 ). Shapiro and Munro both 
stressed in t heir di spatches that Dritish units wore included, 
causinc, t ho Ottawa J ournal of 10 Au r, t o venture t o sucgest that 
there woro not noro CGn~dian troops there than Gen eral Currie 
had in the First World War (ibid, No. 57 63). Do t ailinc the 
probabl e conposition of t he arrij, the Ednonton J ournal of t hat 
same date hi nted t hat Dritish divisions had already f ouc,ht in 
the 1st Canadi an Corps in Italy and concluded that "once all g aj r 
battle oxporicnco ••• no Dritish oor p s or division could e ver recI 
service in ti."!o Fir-st Canadi c.n f...:r r:J.y-" (ibid, No, 6057) • In an 
odi t ori ul dc.ted 16 11..u:; , t he Toronto TOIOGran coflpl ained that t he 
pattern of official inforr::a tion seonod i ntended t o nacnify t ho 
character of Canadian participati on b y inprossinG the fact that 
t here was a Canadi an J,;rmy in t ho f i elQ and t o show r eluctanc e to 
admit that British mid Polish troops were part of it (ibi d ). 
When it later l earned that troops of t he Netherlands aiiU1'3elguim 
hnd o.l so been pl ac ed under corm'.:'ncl , this s ane Conservative or r,an 
wrote with sarcnsn: 
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1rhe Dutch, Dolc i a.ns, Polos o.n cl Dritish will 
doubtless pr ovide t heir own r einforcenents. 
If our ovvn r oinfor c onont s f nll down perhaps 
s one French, Anori c an or Dro.zilian uni ts can 
bo added t o nako up t ho stron c th. 

(Pross Clipp inG No. 6146, 
Tolec r an, 21 Au 44) 

Thero soGns to have boon no pross aGitation to b rine about re
union of the lst Co.nadian Cor p s with tho 2nd, however, and t here 
is little newspaper evidence t o sueGos t tha t the public showed 
very nuch a ctive inte r est . 

109. Tho cosnopolitan n atur o of tho First Canadian 
JJ:rJ.Y, on the ot her hanc1, roiJeat edly b ec ar:ie the sub j ect of 
connent. When it bocano known th l1.t a Czochoslovn.kian Group anc.:. 
American troops had boon o.ddod , tho Ottawa Citizen wrote of 
"Our Polye;lot J.:rny". noss Munro t er ned it lithe most intornati 0r ~ · 
arny of this war 11 • Shapiro likened it t o the French Forei gn 
Locion and ronarkod that "Canadi an troops ce rtainly do not 
poss e ss a votinc.; IJ.ajori ty in their own ar:rJ.y 11 • (Press Clippinc; 
No. 8026, Citizen , 1 Nov 44 ). Followin5 nany stories and 
cartoons which dubbed t ho First Canadian Arny as 11Crorart s 
International Dricad e", Dof one e Headquart e rs issued on 14 Nov 
a b rief sta t enent on tho disposi ti on of Canadi an forces which 
exp l ained the intecra.tion · of L.llied ar n s (Pross Clipping No, 
0349, Gazette, 15 Nov 44 ). 

190 . Durinc October t ho papers Gavo full attention to 
tho controversy ovor tho char cos l ni d b y Major Connie Snytho 
t ho ~Jrovious .m.on th that Cana di o.n r einf or cononts ·were "creen, i n--· 
experienced -nnd poorly tro..inod 11 (Pross Ind ox No • 463, 22 Sep 
4-L~ , i ton 6367, Journal). Co l Rc..lston t s visit t o tho troops ovA~ 

soa s was lmown to bo conne cted with t h o r e inforc ement question? 
nnd t ho dr nnntic n ews of his r osicnation on l Nov overshadowed· 
all olse . J.r:ionG tho no.ny nrticlos which resulted, one by F . C. 
Mears fron Ottawa contained tho f ollowing paraGI'aph : 

It was credibly re ported that tho pl an contenpla t ed 
by tho Pri ne Minis tor is t o reduce , i n effect , 
Canada's n ilitary participat i on in the decisive 
op erations i n th o Low Countri es and in Ita ly by 
roducinc; t ho size of Canada ' s divisions , pulline 
the non out of the line and Givinc theso hard 
pressed troops a rest . This i s to bo the a lt er
n ative t o 1)rovidinr~ adequate r oinforcer:ients ••• 

(?ross Cli~ping No . 001 6 , , 
Gazett e , 2 Nov 44 ) 

Without vouchin , for t heir accuracy, the Journal on 6 Nov al.so 
11.C.de r e ference to these 11disturb inc t a l es " about fi ghting a 
11 so~ter 11 war - a solution to the r einforcenent prob l en by seein r 
t o it tha t there WJro f ewer non in action t o be r einforced 
( Pr~ss Clipping No , 0123)1 

191 . In s pi te of t hese runours, the possibility of a 
conple te withdrawal of Canadians from I t aly does not appear to 
hav e been c ivon any attention by the press during the winter 
months tha t followed . No on e so ons to h av e advocat ed s uch a 
pr op?sal ove~ in the heat ed debates on reinforcer:ients during the 
s pecial parliar.1ont ary sos sion of Nover.1bor. Assi gned by The 
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Canadian Pross to write a story on what the Canadian troops 
thought o·f renaininG in the Italian t heatre, DouGlas How said 

. tha.t they wore "rosi~ne d to tolorato another winter in Italy" 
{Press Clippine No. u.5.50, Journal, 2 Jan 45). 

192. In 1~,rch tho conpo sition of tho First Canadian 
li:rrry ac ain cano unClor discuss~on when Sir Junos Gri eg ~oclured 
in tho Dri tish Houso of Coru.:1ons that "at tho present tine" two ... 
thirds were Unitou Kincc1on troops () Sir::rultaneously, the Dailt 
Telo0ra~h (Lond on) cla inod thor o should b e a chnnc o of nanoo 
ensure ritish troops their fair sha;ro of publicity (Press 
ClippinG No. L1r22.5, Gazette , 7 M:ar L'r.5). The Toronto Tologra.n of 
7 May at onc e ac;r oea and· ~minted to Mr •.. Kine 's insistence up on / 
the tern "JJic lo-J.JJ.oric an-Canadi nn" with r efer enc e to Sicily 
(ibid, No, 47 29 ). L.l thour;h Def onc e Hondqua rtors issUod a l.50-
w~staterent sayint; t ho First Oone..dian J..roy was neoe.ssa.rily 
flexible, newspapers fdrcit ly oxpr e ssod then s elves on the 
question for the bnlc.nco of tho nonthe Jil;J.ong then one so.id: 

••,it is· tho f ault of those Tin hic;h p lace st who 
dia.···n.ot follow the Cc.nadi an puttorn of the l ast 
war and see to it t hat we ho.d a conpact, distinct
ively Canadian force desii~nod to fit in with 
Canada's ability to su~p ly troops for such a force , 
Not with the Canadians who ar o fi [;b.tinc in Italy 
would we have on tho Western Front sufficient non 
and sufficient reserves and reinforccnents to nain
tain a full-sca l e nrny in t h e fi eld• 

(Pr ·ass C)J.ppihG No. 44.50, Editorial 
Of The Halif~x ~erald revroduood 
b y · the Ottawa di.£izon, 17 Mar 4.5) 

19 3. On 3 fi:p r Ross Munro b oean a dos patch with the 
wor ds "Together once mor e a s an arny" anc, in it -wrote t hat 
111-..11 Canadian infnn try and arn.ourod f ormations again are under 
Gen Cr er arts conr;ia;nc1, a s well as sono Driti13h troops; but \ihe 
l a tter ar e in the ··m.nority1t (Pr oss Clippi:t113 Noe 4007; Gazo;t,t o 1 
LI,. J-..pr 4.5)., This c aused t ho Otte.wa Ci t izon of .5 A';r to a sk for 
i nf or nation a~.)out t h:i 1st Cenadian Di v ision - "until r ec ently 
understood t o be i n ::: t aly" (i;Jid , No . 4034 ). Tha t s ane day in 
Pnrlianont, Mr . J~G• Diofonbakor (Lake Centre ) expressed the 
hope "that in t he n e[lr f uture Carrn.de.. ' s ov erseas f orce s will b o in 
truth o. Co.nadi nn .t.:rr:v , and t hat t ho non cf Canada will b e unit ed 
t ocether in ono corp ::i " ·(Dobat os, 194.2,1 vol I, p • .579). To this 
s pooch the J ournal o: 6 Apr Gavo the caption "Wants Cana dians in 
Eur~pe , It aly Firlit ns 0 ..:10 Forc e " (Pr oss Clippinc; No . 487-0). 

194.. Those r a ther obvious hints f ollowing s o rru.ch 
public concern over th o varied conpo sition of tho Canadian Arny 
suc~ost that,- althou~~ tho qu estion of r eunion h ad received 
practically n o press at tention since oarly in l 944 p there was a 
l a tent desir o t o soo : t a coonpli sh od . Tho popularity of tho 
novonont was anply donons t rat od by nun or ous r eport s and crlitori als 
in vari ous newspapors when tho arri v al of t ho l s t Canadi an Corps 
in Holland Wa;3 fi-no.lly announced on 23 Ji.Pr 4.5 {See Press Clippint;s 
Nos .5286 and _.5?96 , Ottawa Oitizel!.. ru.;d No • .5391, Toronto Te l egram, 
24 Apr 45). With regard to the ti!illng of the rel ease of infor~ 
mation, . one ~beral pa?er renar ked t hat 11It would h ave been 

_ ... / di s turbine t 6 t he Canadi an pu !J lic t o hav o been t ol d tha t it had 
been ·-arranged. t o t ransf er t ho l st Cana di an Corps t o t he West 
front a t t hv t ine when nany peopl e were conc er ned ov er t he report ed 
shortal$e of r ei nforcenents 11 (Pr ess Clippinr, No . .53-7 3 , Citizen, 25 
A:pr 4.5). 
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195. In discussinB the natter during a political 
broadc ast d elievored shortly uftor VE Duy, Maj-Gen Pearkes n ado 
the followinG charge: 

The s tark truth is thus r ev eal ed. t hat t h o vet er ans 
of t ho c anpni c n in Sici ly and. Italy wor e transferred 
to northwe st Europe t o nako up the deficiencies in 
tho truinod nen in t he hone def enc e a.rn y tha t n i ght 
h ave b oon s ent fron CnnClda . 

(Pr e i s Clippinc No. 5357, 
Ga z ott e , 12 May 45) 

Pr onp t d oniul c a.no fron Gono r a l McNnuc.h t on i n his Rac i na speech 
of 15 May (ib i d , No , 5899 , Jo urna l, 16 May 45). Dy tha t tine, 
however, popular inte rest in tho Canadi an f orce s ovorsoas had 
shifted to tho prob lon of 'Jrincing t hen hon e anct propo.rati ons 
f or tho c1ofoat of J apan wor e b oconi ng the doLJ.inant i s sue, 

Pl.RT VI; PUDLIO PRESSURE HEGJiRDING 
THE C..'lNJJH .l'.N J'RN!Y P J~CIFIC FORCE 

196. Long b efore the cap i ·tula tion of Ger many ~here had 
l:Bn period ic c"'.onand s in t ho pr ess and Pnrli anont for nor e a ctive 
participa tion b y Canada in t ho war ac o.ins t J apan .11 Until tho 
Kiska exp edition tho :oai n co nc er n in this respect was def Emco , 
but reorgo.niza tion of t ho 6t h Divis i on t h oroaft or into bric;ado s 
sinilor to 11 t ask f orces" or "conba t t oans" was t aken as o. shift 
t o tho offensive spirit. This wa s t he then e of an a rticle by 
Flaherty unti tlod 11Ca.mdi an ·Troops To.i l or od f or Specific J ob in 
Pacific" (Pr es s ClippinG No . 4562, Van couver Pr ovinc e , 11 Dec 
43). Nor nan MacLood of t ho Dritis h United Pr ess also be gan a 
s erie s of articles on tho i nportant r o l e Canada would pl ay i n 
new of fons ives acai ns t Japan (ibi d , No . 8C o0 , The Hanilton 
Sp octa t or, 25 Oct 43). ~ 

197. Wh en Pnrli0L1on t no t Mr . H.C. Groen on 10 Feb 44 
u r c;ed th e Gov em nent t o send N.n . M. L. . troop s t o f i r)lt 11 ei t hor 
bosi do t ho J,.ustra.linns and Now zoal nndo r s i n the South l:'a cific 
or bosi do Anor ic ans i n t he Cent r o.! Paci f i c " (Debat es , 1944, 
vol I, p. 3.50). Lat er, news that twenty Cano.di an offl.C Elrs h ad 
b oen a tt o.chod t o Enp i ro and United Stnt os forces in the Southwe st 
Pa. cific wns t aken a s a v ory de f i n i t e indi cation t ho.t Canada would 
~lay her pa rt in t ho f innl. defo a t of Japan (Pr oss Clipp i nG No . 
u230, The Capadi un Ob sorvor (Sarni a ), 1 Lpr 44 ). The r o apparently 
was little ncita tion t o d i s c over t ho for n and ext ent of hor in
tondod contribut ion , however , until t ho s e cond. Queb ec Conf ur en co 
in Sept ember 1944 . Charle s Dishop t hen wr ot e fro n Ot tawa, 11I t 
i s t aken f or Gr ant ed horo t ho.t Canadi an pa rticipo.tion in tho 
Japanoso wo.r will be confined , very larGoly to .Air Forc e and · 
Naval unit s , vd.th a n inir.run of J .. r ny units " fPr oss Clippinc; No , 
G84~, Wimii pog Tribune , 14 Sop 44 ). 

190 . Much spoculution arose from ?resident Roos ev ol tt s 
s t a t o:GDnt a t t ho end of t he conf oronc o t hat Canadi an s would 
fi Gh t alonc~sid o United States troops all the wa y a crn ss the 
Pacif ic. Soon aft orwo.rd s the Canad i an Ri ch Co:rJQ.iss i oner t o 
J.us tra lia (Mr . T .c. Davis ) in wclcorrl. nG the Canadi an Radar De t a cb ·
nent addr essed them as "t he first Cnnad i nn sol d i e rs t o sot foo t 
on J.u s t r alian soil" .. wor d s which sono coon.en t o.t ors inter pr et ed 

.. 

• See paragr aphs 93 , 101, 112, 137, 149 and 163 to 169. 
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as a hint that they were tho vancunrd of a Co.nadinn Pacific fi:,rny. 
Nevertheless, it was conerally abl'eod that no large scale movenent 
of troops t o the Pacifio would truce place until the wa r in Europe 
ended. The Gaze tte on 20 Sep r enarked "When that tine oomes, it 
is b oliovod Canada will put into t ho ?ncific thoatro a corps con
:;;iosea. , perhaps, of two or throo c1-ivi s i ons 11 (Pr oss Clippings Nos. 
7059 and 7060 , Wi ndsor Star end Gazette, 20 Sop 44 }. A mor e 
accurate estinate was nado by Kenneth Cracg , who wrot e on 7 Oct 
t hat arny forc es would approxiI11ate a division with ancillaries, 
tho whole totallinc nbout 30, 000 troops (Press Clippinc No. 7420 1 
Globe and Mail, ? Oct 44). 

199 . Of GTont or interest t ho.n t ho sizo of t ho force was 
t ho nothod of selection. Would N .R . M ..... troops bo sont fron 
Cano.do. or, a s charc;ed by Mr. W.E . Rowe o. t a political aee tinG in 
Toronto, would the wo:r ac;cinst Jupo.n bo wagod "only to tho l ast 
Canadian now fi{jhtinc in tho EuropoGJl war?" (ibi d , No. 729;, .5 
Oct 4L",. ). Fron tho i ndofini to answers t;i von b y""'COI' Ralston to 
such questions by tho troops in Italy durinc; his tour thor o, it 
was assune d that covor nnont policy he.a. not yet boon dEJtorainod, 
but his r enarks on donobilizati on i nplied that N.R.M.h. troops 
would not bo usod (Pross Clippincs Nos . 7277 and 7772, Toronto 
Telogran , 3 and 30 Oct 44 ) • J . A. Huno r o:portod fron Ott awa a 
suggestion that these non could bo used as Canadi an ~roy Of 
occupation troops in Gornnny and J apan , t,hus allowinG overseas 
non to bo denobilized first (ibi c 1 Nos. 7934 Rnd 793.5, Citizen, 
27 and 20 Oct 44 ). 

200, Tho nain dosito of t ho. press at t he·-tine secns t o 
have been to get the Governnont t o nako an announcement r egarding 
tho P.xny, particularly aft or pl ans for tho Navy and JJ.r Force 
wore L1ade known . h survey by tho Canadi nn Institute of Public 
ii.ff airs indi oatod that no strong vi ews wero hold on t ho disposi tio' 
of Canada' s Pacific Forces; ol de r people t onded t o favour co
operation under British corrmnd but percent ages f or t he t ot al 
interviewed were as f ollows : 

With Dritish ••••• ~ •.••• 27i 
With J~eri9ans~ •••••• ,,26i 
Wit h both•••••j••••••••393 
Undecided•••••••••••·•• 03 

(Pr oss Olippinc No. 0262, 
Citizen, 9 Nov 44 ) 

Accordinc t o Pot or Stursb er g of tho C .D. C., b y tho end. of 1944 
troops in Italy wero donnndinc a Governnont s t ateuent as t o 
whether they would bo turµ ed ac ainst Japan boforo bei ng gi von 
a chance t o cot hone · (Pr oss Clip;iinc; No . ?632, Vancouver 
Pr ovince , 23 Doc 44 ). 

201. Tho arrival in Aus tra lia of No . 1 Canadi an Special 
Wireless G~oup , R.C. Sics , br oucht r onowod speculations in 
February 1945 t og ot hor wi·ch hints t hat a Comand.er of Canndat s 
Pacific Force should bo announced . Lt-Gen Sinonds and Maj-Gen 
Keller were nos t froquontly ncnti onod for this post. Dy then 
t he size of t he for co Bonorn.lly was considorod to be two divisions 
(P:css Olippinc No. 3929 , Gazette , 24 Feb 45 }. Once acain the 
main concern of t ho pr ess was t o try t o ob t ain a dofini to state
Bont r egardinc pol icy,, particularly with r ogar d to the con
scription i ssu o. 
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202. When tho Primo Minister fina lly announcE:Jd in tho 
House on 4 J .. pr tr5 the policy Canc.da intende d to follow with 
respect to the Pacific, En; lish l o.ncuaGO pGpers c oner o.lly, with 
the exception of tho Montreo.l Star, oxprossod t ho opinion that 
tho volun tc.ry principl e wo.s unfo.ir o.s it would n oo.n tht'..t nen 
who ho.d fOUGht in Europ e would bo tho ones who would volunteer 
for the Po.cific Wo.r. On tho othe r hc.nd , his speech wo.s wo.rnly 
welconod ·b y tho French•sponkinr; press.* J .. lively scone rcsultod 
in tho Cannons when Mr. H .c. Groen cho.rgod thnt tho Governnent 
was k oopinc silent f or election purposes o.nd Govornnont s ponkors 
ropliod that tho sizo of the forc e could not b o nnnouncod until 
after fino.l consultation with Dritain and the United Stntos 
(Debates, 1945, vol I, pp 615-1?). Tho Ottawa Citizen continued 
to protest aga inst t ho 11hush hush" po licy being pursue~, observinr; 
thnt the editor of the Sydney HerGld contended thnt there was 
a feeling of diso.ppointnent in J .. ustralin over Canada.' s attitude 
to the Pacific wo.rilii (Press ClippinG No . 5348 , Citizen, 24 J'J)r 
45)i Other po.pars contrasted Canada 's indefinite procranne with 
the s erious stops to.ken by tho United Stut e s (ibid, Nelson Nows, 
14 Apr, o.nd o.n editorial of tho C2.l c.ary Herald r epr oduced iU
the Ottawa Ci tizE:Jn of 24 Apr 4.5). 11.fter roferrinc to an article 
by Quentin Reynolc1s which anticipat ed that J.norican troop s would 
bo sent directly fron Europe t o tho Pacific without leave at 
hone, the Cons ervative Journq}_ stressed tho unfortunate reaction 
produced in the United Sta.to~by tho Prine 1unistorts bare state
ment that no Canadiilll would be sent ac ainst J apan unless he so 
oloctod (Press Clipping s Nos. 5415 and 559C, Journal, 26 J .. pr and 
4 Mny 4.5) • 

203. As pence cane t o Europe there wore nnny ronindors 
thnt war f or Cilllada wa s f ar fron beinc at an ond and there was 
obvious inpationco a t the lack of dofini t o infor m ti on a.bout 
plans for aidinc in the def eat of J npnn. Jitter r oforrinc to 
dor.iands tha t those t o s o to tho ?c.cific should bo to.ken fr on non 
who had not been in action, F.C. Moo.rs pointed out that how nany 
and v.ho should c o r est ed with the nilitary l eaders who had yet 
to confer on t he increased sen.lo of operations aco.inst tho 
Ja.p anose (Pross Cli11ping No. '3737, Gazette, 8 May 45). With o.n 
election canpai gn then in progr ess , however, nos t offici a l 
announoonontsworo prec oded and f ollowed by vic or ous politic al 
speeches. 

204 , While repo~t edly call.inc upon tho Gov ernnont to 
na.ke its policy known, Ilf.tr . Dr a ckon o.nnounc od in Ottawa on 16 Ma.y thP·. 
his party stood f or conscr i ption e..c;ainst J apon . Defonce Dopo.rtnont 
sourc es wer e a t onc e report ed t o hnvo sai d that there were in
sufficient trc..inod N . R . M. 1:1 .• .LJ.on i n Con o.da t o neo t t ho nood. (Pross 
Clipping No, 5941, Citizen' l? Mo.y 45). Before tho size of tho 
f orce had officio.lly been-disclosed, Gene r a l McNaughton stated 
at Moosor:rln on 11 May that Cannda~d not intend t o send hueo 
nunbors of nen t o t ho Pacific 11 t o s lue: it out hand-to-hand with 
a foe perhaps bettor fi ttod than wo t o s urvi vo :i,n jun13l o warf are 11 

(Pr oss Clipping No. 5903 , Journal, 16 May 45 ). There was an 
i nnedi at e outburst a t this , part icularly wh en it boc ru::io known 
over the followinc wook- end tha t tho J:rny c onponont would nunbor 
only 30tooo. Speaking a t Indi an Hoad , Mr. Brucken said t hat no 
ono ex-pectod Cannda t o send suppor t be yond 11our just share t o the 

lDi 

C •. M. H. Q,. file 4/ Pr ess/26/ 2 : Mini n Pr oco No. 0.56 13 J .. pr 45 , 
cites Gl obe and Mnil, Gazette, Ottawa Journal, w!nnipeg Free 
Pr~ss, La Pr esso ruid La Patrie (Indepenc1ent) -

Mr. Thono.s Dunbabin, J .. ustro.lio.n press attach~ in Ottawa , a t 
onco wrote · th o editor of the Ottawa. Citizen refutinG this 
nllo5ation . 
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~acific wo.r, but m · ono oxpocts us t o run out on our i:J.lios oi thor" 
(Press ClippinG No. 62.57, Winc1sor $to.r,. 24 May 4.5) • Tho Secretary 
of tho canndinn oorps Associ ation ~rnodintely pr epared an address 
callins upon Canad.a. to "do no l ess" than Drite.in, J .. us~~alio. and 
the Unit ed States "in turninc t he whole we i Qit of their power, 
with avoncinG fury, t owar ds the Po.cific" (Pross -Clipp i rtc No. 
6227, Tor~nto Tol op,r an, 23 May 45). In an editori al entitl ed 
"To Lot Our 1 .. 1!ios Whip Japan", one Ont ario pnper wrote: 

Tho Doninion t ho.t donanded stntus o.s a l e ader 
ononc; tho Tni dd l o-sizod Powers' nt San Francisco 
is t o "'..) o nll but a nor o by-st ander in tho second -
and naybo harder - half of t ho World Wo.r\ 

••• Not only is tho size of Cnnndats contribution 
a cause for shano at hone nnd ancry sco~n across 
thd border, but tho effort is to bo so slow that 
it will be s ever al nont hs bef ore any Canadi ans 
can b o in t ho scro.p . ii..Ild when t his Dor...dnionts 
sol di ers do co acro ss t ho Pacific t hey are des
tined t o bo a sort of bob-tail AD.crican outfit, 
equipped, trained and f ed in u.s. style o.nd 
probably we aring United States unifor ns, 

(Press Clipping No. 6190t Stratford 
Deacon-Heral d , 22 May 4') 

Mr. Maxine Ro.ynond, national loader of tho Dloc Populairo, on 
tho one hand chnr eod that :Mr'. King had engaged Canada to fi ght 
against Japan "to the l ast nan and t o t ho l ast cent" to ser vo 
only the interests of Great Dritain. (Press Clippint; No. 611.5, 
Citizen, 2.5 May 4.5). Mr . M.J, Col dwell, national c.c.F. l eader, 
on tho ot her hand sai d that t he Canadian r ol e had been decided 
by the J..nericans, who r ocar ded t he war with J apan as "their own 
private quarrel" and therefore wanted t he Cano.dians t o fi Ght as 
part of their l'J:IJY r ather than as a. s epar at e f or nation (Press 
Clipping No, 6259, Journal, 2.5 May 45). 

205. It is i npo ssibl e t o f ollow herG t he various 
charees and counter-char ges with r espe ct t o t he C. A.P .F. policy 
which were l evel ed durinc tho el ection canpaign. For exanpl e , 
no.ny oclitors for es aw that e xtra l eave o.nd canpai gn pay would 
b o gran tod to tho volunteers, yet i r:ir1edi a t ely t ho offici al 
o.nnouncononts wer e t10..de t here wer e cries of 11bri bory 11 fron Mr . 
E.E. Perley, Progr ossivo-Consorvat i vo candi dat e opposing General 
McNauchton · (Pr oss Clippi ngs Nos . 5892 and 6082, Journal, 1.5 and 
22 Mily 4.5). Two nonths l a t er , when i t was found necessar y t o 
r educe tho nunber of duyst l eavo in sone cnsos, tho Conservative 
Gazette accused the Dof ence Depo.rt nent of "welshing on full pay
mon~ ol t he bribe tt (Pr oss Clippi ng No . 7375). 

206. Newspaper s which suppor t ed t he Governnent wor e 
fully confident t hat sufficien t volunt eer s woul d be obt ained : 
those in opposition wi th oqunl assurance enphnsi zed t hat t hor e 
wns little enthusi asn while dr aftees renai nod at hone (Pr ess 
Clippines Nos. 6279 an~ 6391, Toront o Star , 25 May, and Cal gary 
Heral d , 23 May 45). Pr es enting a. non-part i san viewi t ho official 
or gan of t ho Canadi an Logion cont ended t hat bot h vo unteer s and 
N.R. M. J .. . non should compo se t ho force , whi ch should bo twice as 
l argo and i n a ction nuch sooner or ol so t ho war ni ght ond bef or e 
Canada could do her part (Pr ess ClippinG No . 6G26 , edi torial fron 
Tho Legi onary r epr oduced by t ho Strat for d Deacon-Her al d , 7 Jun 45}. 
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207. Outstanding among criticisms werG continued 
reforoncos to reports from the Unitod S~atos that Canuduts attitudo 
was being misundorstood . tboto. By tho Conservative pross tho im
pression that Canada was fighting ''a soft wur" was attributed to 
somo extent to tho sizo of tho force, but mainly to insistence upon 
tho volunteer principle (Pross Clipping No. 6664, Globe and Moil, 
9 Jun L1r.5). In officio.lly welcoming Mo.j-Gon B . M. ·Hoffmeister to 
Ottawa. on 14 Juno, however, tho Primo :Mini st or said in off oct that 
Canado. was sending o.11 tho soldiers that tho Unitod Stntos had 
asked for at tho ~uoboc Conforonco (Pr oss Clippirng No. 6744, 
Citizon, 15 Jun 45). Opposition papers o.t once asked why such an 
o.nnounc omon t ho.d boon dolo.yod until a.ft or tho election nnd tho 
number of voluntoors ho.d boon ostim.~tod (Pross Clipping No. 7044, 
oditorihl of tho Toronto Tologr,a.m, reproduced by tho Gazette, 28 
Jun L1r5) ~ It was ovon suggested that perhaps tho "conspicuously 
modorc.to commi tmonts 11 had not boon du.o to insistence by tho Allies 
but "tho result of tho political adroitness with which tho Can
adian dologa.tion mo.naged tho discussion" (Press Clipping No. 7636, 
Gazette, 23 Jul 45). 

208. Criticism of tho policy of tho Government with 
regard to tho Japanese war also expressed itself in protests against 
tho retention of General McNaughton as Minister o.ftor his two 
political dofouts (Pross Olip~ings Nos a 7563 and 7729, Globo and 
Maili 18 end 23 Jul 45). Ho reminod in offic o, novortholoss, 
unbl hostilities had ~ofinitoly coa sod . 

209. Immedia t ely following t ho surrender of Japan thoro 
wo.s much speculation regarding tho fa.to of tho C.A.P.F. and tho 
possibility of Canada sharing in an occupntional role. In an 
editorial entitled "The Wallflower of tho ?ncific 11 , tho Gazotto 
pointed out that Canada's policy there had not b een impressive to 
dnto, tho Hong Kong fore ~ being hor most significant contribution, 
o.nd asked if tho "same stre.t egic silences" wore to continue {Press 
Indox No. 743, 23 Aug 45• itom 8487, Gazottei). Tho Primo Ministe~, 
however, b efore tho end of August stated that the C.A.P.F. would be 
.disbQndod Qnd that no occupation forc e wo.s contemplated, Such pro~ 
nouncemonts offectivoty endo~ ftitthor oond octuro end little dis
cussion of this question foilowed a With public attention fixod 
upon tho r opatriatidri of Hohg Kong prisoners of war, tho tendency 
was to withdr aw all Conadi o.ns from tho Orient r ather than att empt 
to sond troops there for garrison duty. 

.. 
CONCLUSION; PUBLIC OPINION ON THE BALANCE 

OF EFFORT BETINEEN THE TBREE SERVICES 

210. Frequent r ef oronc o h~s boon mado in thiB report to 
stntomonts conc erning tho importanc e of' the Oommonwea.lth Air Train
ing Plan*. Mr. King and members of hi s Cabinet ofton spoke of it 
as a major contribution of Canad~ , an opinion which Mr, Ohurohill 
publicly procla imed whilo in Ottawa~. It would appear tha t wh on
ovor public imp ntionoo with t ho ori ginal st atic rolo of tho oon
o.di nn A:rmy r oached a high pitch 1 a prominent speaker would i s sue 
n r onindor that tho Roya l Cnnudi an Navy and .Air Forco woro actively 
engaged a.nd in particular t hat tho .Air Training Plan was of 
enormous value to tho war effort ~ 

211. It is questionable ; however, how f ar Canadi an public 

* See paragraphs 2.5 , .50, 53, 63 , 74 ;-94 and 129 
** See paragraph 89. 
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opinion was prepar ed to accept this in itsolf as a satisfact~ry 
contribution to victory. Although r ecognizing tho v aluo of intor
sorvice coopera tion and tho vital role of industry in nodern war
fare, tho man on tho street continued to think very largely in 
traditional torms of fi ghting by land forces. Thero wer e some who 
advo cated incroasod naval strength and many who urged an all -out 
air e ffort, but the popular mind still recalled tho ?xpl oits of 
the Canr'..dian Corps in the First World Wo.r e.nd roco gnizod that the 
L.rm:y would ago.in plc..y o. decisive role~ Tho Ott awe. Journal of .3 
J an LlrO, for exrunple , in declaring that the C::.no.dian people wanted 
mc.ny nore troops to follow the 1st Division ovorseo.s, wrote: "They 
r ealize the vital need for air fighters, nnd will provide then, 
but wo think they realize as wall that thore is need for l and 
f ore es, and would like to gi vo their share of then. 11 Sone two 
years lntor, when the Now York Tinos published nn editorial entitled 
"This is an Air War", the Globe o.nd Mail of 10 Feb 42 countered 
that the need for shipping was then nost pressing and wont on to 
so.y: 11Whon, howovor, tho United Nations o.r e able to o.ssw10 tho 
offensive , non, to.nks and guns , no l oss than aircr aft, will bo-
cone tho po.ranount consideration 11 • 

212. Such insistence upon a tri-sorvico war effort, of 
course , neant oxcoodingly henvy denands upon Canada's linitod 
resources of mm power. It was on those grounds, rather than 
with respect to the high financial expenditure involved, that the 
nost bitter political attacks were del ivered . For oxanple , in 
July 1943 the Financial Post alleged that the Canadian air 
ministry had b"EiOil battling with ar n y authorities to go t priority 
to enlist category A nen for aircrew. Mr. Grnydon (than Leader 
of tho Opposition) pronptly asked on 24 Jul for a statonont by 
tho Minister. Although denying that thoro was any battle botweon 
tho tw? Servi~es? Mr. J?ower in his r Qply pevertho}ess nade the 
following adr:ussion w1 th regard to tfie Air Force. 

We nust sto.te frankly that we are seriously 
alarnod a t the l o.ck of rocrui ts coning for
ward in a constant streara suffici ent to mee t 
our current r oquirenents. I n other words , 
a t tho present tine we are ' eating our fatr 
and .. not building up any r e serve strength. 

(Debat es , 1942 , vol v, p . 5.359) 

Referr ing to the article in the Post o.nd to this Ministerial 
statenent, the Conservative Vancouver Pr ovince of 30 Jul asked 
Col Rn.lston (who wo.s then about to visit tho Mediterranean 
theatre ) to n ake c ertain not only that tho Canadian J,;rmy had 
sufficient r einforconen ts but 11 that Canada's war policies will 
enable hor to keep her comr.i.i tmen ts under the Connonweal th Air 
Training plan". The sane article in tho Post was used by tho 
V~nco~vor Sun of 30 Jul to a ttack the Cunsorvativo party for 
charging tEat the Goverrunent had fail ed to enlist enough soldiers 
to LIBintain the Ju:my overseas . Saying that this was tho real 
basis. of the original conscription issue , the Sun declared that 
"On the cont~arr, ~t i s seen now that tho government , undoubt edly 
undo:: conscr1pt1on1st pressure , may have enlisted too nany 
soldiers nnd thus endangered not only industrial production but 
also the vital progress of the J .. ir Training Plo.n 11. 
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213. The far ogoing wi 11 serve to illustrate that 
political leaders had ronstantly to be alert to public opiniori 
regarding the balance of effort betwean tho three Sorvices. 
When a.ttontion turned to J[q) o.n, tho Conndian public quite 
dofini~ely again insisted that tho initial emphasis upon the 
roles · of tho Nav,y and Air Force bo expanded to a tri- service 
basis.~ T'ne part to bo played by tho Arrey was rapidly receiving 
wider emphasis when hostilities abruptly ceased. 

214. It is to tho crodi t of th El people of C<::.ru:'.da 
that, in a lengthy war introducing rmny unforesoon complexities, 
tho ideal of a ba.loncod effort romoi nod uppern:ost. Proud of 
the achievoman ts by which tho NG.VY and Air Force were gaining 
distinction, Ca.nadia.n public opinion was d otormino d to s oo tho 
AJ.'1n.y also play an a.ggrossi ve po.rt .. when opportuni tics for active 
employmE:lnt bocamo a.vai lablo. 

21.5. This report wa.s written by Major R,B, Oglesby. 

ii Seo Part VI of tbis report. 
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