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Operations of 1 Cdn Corps , 28 Oct 44 to 27 Feb 45: 
The Capture of Ravenna, the Advance to the Senio 
and the Winter Line 

1 . This report deals with the activities of 1 
Cdn Corps following its withdrawal into reserve at the con­
clusion of Operation 11 0LIVE 11

, i.e ., the period in r eserve 
and the operations of Porterforce; then in December the 
winter offensive, when 1 Cdn Corps in nearl y a month of 
hard fighting advanced from the 5 Corps' Montone bridge­
head over numerous water barriers to the Senio; and finally 
the two months of static warfare on the winter line that 
preceded the withdrawal of the Canadians and their depart ­
ure for Nor th- V'fes t Europe. Non- Canadian troops under com­
mand 1 Cdn Corps during this period included 21 (Brit) Tk 
Bde , 2 (Brit) Armd Bde , 9 (Brit} Armd Bde, British compon­
ents of Porterforce , and the Cr~~ona Combat Group (Italian) 
(see Appendices 11 A 11 - l and 11 A 11 - 2) . 

2 . As in the earJier reports on the Canadian 
operations in It9.ly the basic sc·1rces have been war diaries 
of the units and formations concerned . Of equal importance , 
when available , have been the in :nedia te reports on oper­
ations and the reports prepared by the divisional historical 
officers based on interviews with commanding officers and 
other participants . Once again the larger picture has been 
obtained from the volumes prepared by the British Historical 
Section, Central Mediterranean, - Operations of British , 
Indian and Dominion Forces in Italy , 3 September 1943 to 
2 May 1945 , Part III , The CamPal~ in the Northern Apen­
nines , 10 August 1944 to 1 April 1945, Sections A to I . 

EIGHTH ARMY PLANS FOR A WINTER OFFENSIVE 

3 . The approach of winter brought to the Allied 
Armies in Italy no protracte~ respite from offensive oper­
ations . The Supreme Allied COltlDl~nder in the West , General 
Eisenhowe!· , had decided that 1 t \7ould be necessary to .fight 
a winter campaign on that fro~t in order to bring about 
directly a Germ~n oollaps0 or to ensure tha t r esult in the 
spring. (see E .senhower , Dwight D. "Crusade in Europe", 
pp 321- 3) . To attain the full effect of this strategy it 
was necessary that the rlrmies in It~ly make a similar effort 
during the winter months . Field l ~arshal Alexander con­
sidered four possible courses : 

.•. to transfer troops f rom Italy to the West , 
to employ trcops from Italy in Jugoslavia , to 
continue the offensive on the Itali an front at 
full stretch to the limits set by exhaustion 
and material shortage or to halt the offensive 
now and build up for a renewal in greater 
strength at some later date . All these courses 
were judged solely by the criterion of which 
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would have the greater effeot on operati ons in the 
west . The fi7st was r e jected because there was , 
on the current programme , no need for extra t r oops 
in France and none from I taly could be accepted as 
yet; to transfer troops to Jugoslavia would have 
no effect on the Western front and would only b egin 
to have one on the Eastern front next spring . Of 
the two course s which invol ved continuing the fi ght 
in Ita l y with undiminished resources the one whi ch 
Ge neral Eisenhower considered most advantageous was 
!'or t he continuance of the of'fensi ve . 

(Oper ations of B~itish! I ndian and 
Dominion Forces , ~ c t, Section A, 
Al l i ed Str ategy, p . nf) 

For this reason , despite all the difficulti es of cl imate and 
terr ain, of deficient manpower and material, the offensive 
continued to be pressed forward in Italy. 

4. By the end of October , as we know, the enemy 
had succeeded in bringing to a ruilt the Fift h Army' s advance 
toward Bologna , a l though he wa s still withdr awing under 
pr essure on the Eighth Army front . By that time the w6tght 
of the Allied offensive was practically spent and i t was 
necessary to call a halt in order to r est , reorganize and 
train our greatly depleted forces . As the momentum of our 
October offensive decreased, it became apparent that the 
enemy would endeavour to stabilize his front on a line c over­
ing Bol ogna and Ravenna or, under pr essure , he might fall back 
on his left flank to a shorter line running f r om h is pos itions 
south of Bologna a l ong one of the many river lines to the Valli 
di Cornacchio .* Any further withdrawa l was not expected , unle s s 
under pressure of anothe r powerful Allied offensive , as the 
Fuehrer ' s policy in Italy had been to hold ever y inch of the 
Peninsula as long as it was tenable . 'Iba Allied comna.nders, 
however, considered that once Bologna fell the enel!Y woul~ 
withdraw to a l ine based on tne River s Po and Ticino abandon­
ing North- West I taly, a nd it was likel y that he would not 
l ong del ay on that extended line but under pres sure would · 
again withdraw to the Adige and the Alps . I n this area be ­
tween the Alps and the Adriatic work was going ahead on t he 
enemy ' s so- called "Venetian Line . " Once back on this l ine, 
because of the reduced frontage , he would be able to spar e 
several divisions from I taly for his other f r onts . (Ibid( 
Appx "D"-6 ~ Future Plans; Appx 11D11- 8 : Future Opera tl o~s J 

5. The Allied Comrna.ndor-in- Chief , therefore , 
looking ahead to such a future possibility considered t he 
advisabil ity of finding other employment f or the forces which 
would be released on our side as a r esult of the enemy ' s 
occupation of a shorter line in Italy. General Alexander' s 
objective ever since the fall of ~ome had been t o force an 
en try into Austria . With his greatly r educed armies , the 
result of the invasion of Southern France , i t seemed l ikel y 
tha t this object could not now be achieved by the des truct i on 
of the Ger man Army in Northern Ita ly. With this in mind he 
had consider ed ma.king a two- handed attack up the two opposite 
coasts of the Adriatic . This would. undoubtedly tie down more 
German f orce s than a f r ontal attack i n the north of Ital y and 
give more scope for general ship and a greater chance for a 
decisive success . Had his armies met with success in t he 
~~~--~~~--~-~-~--~~-~-----~------~~~~-~-
tl See Map "Florence - Rimini - Bologna Sector" 



- 3 -

Apennines in October oper a tions over the Adria tic would have 
b een pla nned for early in 1945 . Fifth Army would have con­
t ained the enemy in Nor t hern I taly while Eighth Army would 
have undertaken t he Ba lka n operati on. A grea t deal of detailed 
planning wa s car r i ed out for thi s propos ed oper a tion in 
Yugoslavia {which was given t he code name of "GELIGNITE"), but 
1t wa s neve r car~ied out . The main· r eas on was the failure to 
ca pture Bol ogna , which meant that we continued t o keep the 
enemy in Italy stretched to t he maximum extent. A further 
r eas on wa s t he wit hdr awa l in early 1945 of the whole of the 
Canadian Corps and its di version t o the c ommand of Supreme 
Headquarters Al l i ed Expeditiona ry Force . {Allied StratesY, 
pp. 16-18) 

6. During November, Headquarters Allied Armies in 
Italy began plans f or t he r esumption of a full-sca le offensive 
for the capture of Bol ogna . In a n appreciati on made by Lt-Gen 
Harding, Chief of the Gener a l Staff, as a basis f or a con­
ference of Army Commanders to be held on 26 Nov, t entative 
plans for a winter campaign wer e put f orward. As previously 
stated, 1ts object would b e t o give the great est possible 
support t o the Allied winter offensive s on the western and 
eastern fronts. An a dvanc e t o Ravenna and Bol ogna would 
deprive the enemy of winte r quarters and a t the same time would 
provide a base f or Allie d operati ons in 1945. In this 
appr eciation it was suggested t hat Eighth Army prepare for a 
full-scale attack with the object Of driving the enemy over 
the Montone and La.mone rivers in one continuous operation. 
If this offensive was successful it would force the enemy out 
of Ravenna . Continuing the at tack , Ei ghth Army would advance 
t o the Sante rno, a t'ter which a c ombined offensive by both 

. armies woul d be l aunche d, with t he main effort of Fifth Army 
directed on Bol ogna . (Ibid , p. 22, a nd Appx-"9"-9• CGS , 
Appre9iat ion• 19 Nov 44~ 

~. Following the Army Commanders' conferenoew 
held at Flor ence on 26 Nov, H. Q. A. A.I. i s sued the operation 
order l aunching the winter campaign. Eighth Army wag ordered 
t o (a) c ontinue its present operations t o drive the enemy 
we s t of the Santerno and secure bridgeheads over the river, 
(b) devel op its main t hrust on the general axis I.mola - Budrio, 
with a subsidiar~ t hrust on F~rrara by wa y of Argenta, 1~ the 
condition of the ground on t hat a xis wer e f ound to be favour­
able . Fifth Army would {a ) devel op operations on their right 
flank t o assist Eighth Army 's advance t o the Santerno, (b) 
plan a nd prepa r e their ma. in thrust on Bologna by the axis of 
Route 65 . This latter oper a tion was to be r eady t o be 
l aunched on the order of the C.-i n- C., A.A.I., at three 
days • notice from 7 Dec. There were two limiting factors 
however to t he oper a tion - a s hortage of artillery 

The authors of Aliied Stratesz sta t e t hat the 
Minutes of this confer ence were not obtainable . 
( P•. 23) 
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JI ammumd.tion and t he uncerta i n t y of t he wea ther a t this time 
of the year. (Ibid p. 22 and A:fpx "C"-3 : ~ .h .I. 

O~erhtion Order No. ' 4 , · 28 Nov 44 ) 

8 . The Eighth Ar my Operation Ins truc tion passed 
t o 1 Cdn Corps on 29 Nov aga i:i s t r essed t he i mpor tance of 
the campa ign: 

The pr imary task of the Allied Ar mies in Italy 
i s to ensure that t ha enemy is aff or ded no 
opportuni ty t o wi thdrc.w di vi s i ons fr om Italy to 
r einforce his armie s on either t he Wes t ern or 
East ern fr onts . 

This object cannot be achi eved by a purely 
def ensi ve att itude . In consequence i t has been 
decided that t ha All::t. d il r m:l.es are t o mount a 
ma j or offens ive or: a wi jo f1·-ont i n early De cember. 
The innnediate ob ject of ~he operati on is the 
capture of BOLOGNA and t he f ormation of a junction 
between Eighth Army and Fifth Ar my ••• A sub­
sidi a r y ob ject of the oper a t ion is t he capture 
of RAVENNA . 

The success of t he f or t 11c oming oper a tions is 
l ar gely dependent on f ine weather s o t hat t he 
Alli e s can use their s upar i ority i n t he a i r and 
in ar mour with the maxi r:-i un effect . 

Fif th Ar my will be r ea dy t o l aunch an attack fr om 
7 December onwar ds . The a ctua l da t e of the a tta ck 
by Fifth Army will b e determi ned by weat her 

--------- - - ---- - - · ------------
To a f or ce r el ying so nn·.~h on a r t iller y s uperi o?'i t y , 
the onl y e ffective supe' •iO!"it -y t he Allies pos sessed 
f or a campaign in an It~lian ~inter , this factor wa s 
of t he very grea t e st im?ort~nco . It was not merely 
an isol a t ed pheno!l'lenon, bu·., a wor l d- wi de shQrt age 
both on the Br i tish and en ~he United St a t e s side . 
'Ihe sit uation in I tal y h~d , however , been made mor e 
serious by heavy expendi ture i n the Got hic Line ba ttl es . 
The r e sul t was not only th.Et curr ent oper ati ons would 
be sever el y l i mited bm:; ~h.?..t tho:ro was e ven a dange r 
of insuffici ent s to~k~ be ~rq en hand for the spring 
offensive . The conclus i1ns ar e dr a wn by Gener a l 
Al exander ••• '1As f a r as I c1 abl e t o f or e cas t I have 
jus t enough Brit i sh amnnui t .1. on f or the curr ent 
oper a t ions of Ei gh t h Ar-r:-r-r and f or an a ll- out offensi ve 
in December l a s ting ab ot:l• 1 i ft een da ys . American 
annnunition is , howeve r , cn: y sufficient for ab out t e n 
days i ntens ive fighting bet.10en nov1 and the end of the 
year. Deliverie s in t h? fi~s t quart er of 1945 i n t he 
ca se of both British anc An:~rican type s are so limited 
t hat it will be neces sary t ~ exer ci se the s trictest 
e con omy f or se ver al mont bs t o build up l arge enouF 
stocks t o sustain a ful l - s ca l e offensive i n 1945. 

(Allied Str a t egz, par a 50 ) 
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conditions and t he progr ess made by Eighth Army 
during the operations now in pr ogress . The ma in 
effort by Fifth Army is t o be made in a Northerly 
dir ection as t r ide Rout e 65 with the object of 
capt uring BOLcx:tNA . 

((H. S.)214B8 . 0l6 (D2): Ei ghth 
Ar my Operat i on I nstructi on No. 
1 443 , 29 Nov 44 ) 

9 . Pr evi ous to the Army Commander•' conference 
Ei ght h Ar my began plans for the coming wint er offens i ve . On 
18 Nov H. Q. Eighth Army i ssued an operati on i ns tructi on 
pr ovi ding for the r egrouping of the ~rmy a t t he end of the 
month. I t wa s decided that the December offensive should be 
on a b r oad f r ont of t hree corps wit h the Canadian Cor ps 
r e t ur ni ng t o t he l ine again after being in r eserve all the 
month of November. The Ar rrry pl an f or e cas t tha t 1 Cdn Cor ps 
would t ake over the right flank of the army from Porter force , 
while 5 Cor ps would r emain a l ong the axi s of Rout e 9 and 2 
Pol Corps on t he a r my l eft f l ank . ( 0 erat i ons of British, 
Indian and Dominion Forces .2E cit Sect on B Ei h r 
The Gothic Line and Romagna Balles , PP• 8 -

10. At thi s stage (18 Nov) Ei ghth Army fr ont had 
moved forwar d t o a p osit i on wher e the two i mportant cities, 
Faenza and Ravenna , wer e a l most within i ts gr asp. Ra ve nna 
had n ot fa l len beca use t he forces needed to undertake 
oper ati ons against it could not be spar ed . Por terforce , 
however, was nearing the Fi umi Uniti di r ectly south of the 
ci ty, but the enemy had s trengt hened his position a nd the 
l ine i n this area rema ined s t atic during the remainder of 
the month. South- west of Ravenna this line fol l owed the 
Ronco f or a short di s t ance and then hinged back t owar d the 
Montone near s . Pancrazio. From this point 5 Cor ps hel d the 
east bank of the Montone s outh- west t o Route 9 . Forli had 
b een captur ed on 9 Nov a nd el ements of the Cor ps wer e a cross 
the Mont one south of the town . 5 Corps thus held the vital 
sect or al ong Route 9 west of the Montone between Forli a nd 
Faenza . On the army l eft flank the Pol ish Cor ps hel d the 
line a l ong t he foot hi l ls of t he Apennines bet ween the Montone 
and t he La.mone river s (Ibid, pp . 72- 4 ) -
11. I t was now appar ent t o the Ei ght h Ar my Commander 
that a n attack by three cor ps on a broo.d fr ont would have t he 
advantage of a third nat ura l axis of advance . Following t he 
ca pture of Rimini two highways , 9 and 16 , l ed to the north­
west. The operations tha t t ook place during November br ought 
Eighth Ar my to within s triking distance of Russi (4333 ), 
through which a third r out e r a n t o the nort h- wes t t o Bagna-
ca vallo, Lugo , Massa Lombar da , and Budri o, the latter pl a ce 
being only a few miles north- east of Bol ogna . This new r oute 
would present f ew of the tactical and engineering di f f i cult1e s 
likel y to be encounter ed on Rout e 16. The going on e i t her 
s ide of t h i s third axi s was difficult , be ing typical of the 
centra l belt of the Romagna where t he ma j or r iver s ar e 
canalized be t ween ver y high fl ood banks connected by a l a rge 
number of cana l s , making i t easy f or the enemy to f l ood t he 
int ervening c ountry if he chose . Against these disadvantages 
coul d be set the fac t s t hat the enemy was weak in thi s se otor 
and that t he lea ves wer e now off the vines which had so 
greatl y impeded our tanks in the early autumn; mor eover a 
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thrust a t thi s point would bring about t he r api d fall of 
Ra venna (Eighth Ar my e tc op .£1! p . 80 ). 

12. During the l ast f ortnight of NoYember, whil e 
plans wer e be ing c omple t ed f or t he s t art of the Allied 
winter offens ive , Ei ghth Army emba rked on a two- cor ps attack 
designed t o s e cur e Faenza and t he h i gh gr ound t o the south­
wes t of the t own a s a starting point f or the coming oper ati ons. 
5 Corps al ong Route 9 and 2 Pol Corps on the a rmy l eft flank 
wer e order ed t o s e cure t hese objectives . Thi s two-corps 
a ttack was timed t o begin on 20 Nov and t o be c omple ted by 
the end of the mont h in time f or r egr ouping f or the winter 
offensive . Preceded by a heavy aeria l bombar dment the attack 
began on t he 20th and f or some time b oth corps made c ons ider­
able progress . On the extreme r ight of 5 Corps , 10 Ind Div 
f or ced the enemy back t o t he west bank of the Montone but 
c ould find no weak point in t he defences of the river north 
of the main axis . But the Indi ans wer e not halted l ong; one 
brigade crosse d t he Montone b y a f l anking a tta ck fr om Rout e 
9 , and made progre ss in its advance be tween this river and 
the Lamone . In the vicinity of Alber e t o (4028) , however, 
they were held up by fierce enemy r es istance . Meanwhile, 
west of Rou t e 9 , b oth the Pol es a nd 5 Cor ps r eached the east 
bank of the Lamone on a br oad front e xtending as far north 
as Scal dino (3626), but heavy r ain, which bega n on 26 Nov , 
put a stop t o further opera ti ons . With the time of the 
winter offensive drawing nea r it be came cl ea r that no further 
advance c ould be made a nd t hat t he main oper a ti on would have 
t o be l a unched fr om this pos ition and not fr om the more 
a dvantageous positi on to the west t hat had been planned 
(Ibid, pp. 75-7). -
13. The limited success of Ei ghth Army in t he ten 
days • fighting be tween 20 Nov and t he en d of t he month did 
n ot change the original plan f or the De cember offe nsive . 
The Eighth Army Operation Ins t ruction issued on 29 Nov 
deta ile d the plan as set out in t he A. A. I . Operat i on Order 
of 28 Nov ( see pe.r a 7). Ei ghth Army was or der ed t o attack 
with three corps, right 1 Cdn Corps , centre 5 Corps , left 
2 Pol Cor ps . l Cdn Corps wa s or der ed (i) t o capture Russi; 
(ii) cut Rou t e 16 in the a r ea of Os t eria (4942) in order to 
cut off and capture Ra venna , ( i11) establish a bridgehead 
over the ~i ver Santerno in t he gene ra l a r ea of Ma s sa 
Lombar da ( 2742), with a vi ew t o a further advance to the 
north and west . To carry out thi s oper a ti on t he cor ps would 
be r equired t o cross the Le.mone , Senio a nd Sant erno Rivers . 
5 Corps was or der ed t o advance on the gener a l a xis of Route 
9 with a view t o seizing bridgeheads ove r the same three 
river ba rriers. 2 Pol Corps , on the l eft, wa s ordered t o 
advance with the object of prot ecting the left flank of 
Eighth Army . Weather c onditions per mi tting the operation 
would commence on t he night 1/2 De c . Maximum a ir support 
fr om all ava ilabl e r esource s would assist Eighth Army 
{Eighth Army . Op er a ti on Ins truction No. 1443 , 29 Nov 44 ). 

1 CDN CORPS IN PESERVE, 28 OCT - 25 NOV 44 

14. When 1 Cdn Corps passed into Eighth Army Reserve 
a t the end of Oct ober t her e was a general f eeling that it 
might be withdr awn f r om t he Medi terranean t hea t r e to j oin 
First Cdn Army in North West Europe , a nd the a ppointment a s 
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.Mini s t er of Na t i ona.l Defence of General McNaughton (who had 
always strongl y favour ed unification of Canadian for ces over­
seas ) strengthened this opini on . Other rumours however wer e 
rife, a nd one went the r ounds that 1 Cdn Corps was on t he 
move t o Burma . (w.n., 1 Cdn Fd Hist Sec, October 1944: APPX 
2 : Pers onal Di ar y Capt R. T. Currel ly , 28 Oct 44) . On 5 Nov 
Lt-Gen BurnsK relinquished command of the Cor ps and r e turned 
t o England. Maj - Gen C. Vokes , C. B. E. , D. s . o., G. O. C. 1 Cdn 
Inf Div acted as t empor ar y c ommander until 16 Nov , when 
Lt - Gen C. Foulkes , C. B., C. B. E., D. S . O. , former l y G. O. C. 2 
Cdn Inf Div, a rrived as the new Corps Commander. Ma j - Gen 
Vokes went t o take over 4 Cdn Armd Div in North West Eur ope, 
l eaving Brigadier J . D. B. Smith, c . B. E., D. S . O., B. G. S . 1 Cdn 
Cor ps , tempor arily c ommanding 1 Cdn Inf Div, in an acting 
capacity. Early in December , Maj- Gen H. W. Foster, C. B. E., 
o . s . o., formerl y G. o. c. 4 Cdn Armd Div in France, arrived 
to assume command . Bri gadier G. Kitching , D. s . o., r epla ced 
Brigadier Smi th at Cor ps as B.G.s . Br igadier E. C. Plow, 
D. s .o., C. C. R. A., went to Firs t Cdn Ar my as B. P. A., and was 
r epl aced by Brigadier H.A . Sparling, D. s . o. , fr om C. F. A. 5 
Cdn Armd Div . 

15. Since 25 Aug 1 Cdn Corps had been continuously 
employed i n oper ations . During this period they had advanced 
from the Metauro River to the Ronc o River , breaking through 
the Gothic Line and reaching the l ong sought , ti' somewhat 
disappointing, Romagna pl a ins . Throughout thi s advance the 
weather and the terra in had proved the most serious obstacles. 
Torrentia l rains had made most of the operati ons practically 
amphib i ous along a front that was a succession of rivers 
draining down from the Apennine Mountains into the Adriatic 
Sea . Hard fi ghti ng had greatl y reduced the number of buildings 
capabl e of keeping out the r ain and now that the Corps wa s 
slated for r eserve the finding of a ccommodati on f it for t he 
battl e- wea ry t r oops presented serious difficulties. Practi­
cally e very building of any size, if standing at a ll, was r oof­
l ess and windowl ess , and this appl ied not to any one particular 
t own or village but t o the whol e r ear a rea through which the 
battles had been f ought. In or der t o get any sembl ance of 
concentration f or divisional f or mati ons and units it was 
necessary t o reshuffle G. H. Q. and L. of c. units t o make 
r oom for the t r oops coming into r eserve for r est, l eaves a nd 
tra ining . While this r edi str ibution was taking pl ace most 
for mati ons had to remain in their forwar d positi ons f or 
several days awai ti ng wor d of their new l ocations . (W. D., 
A. & Q., H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 25- 31 Dec 44 ) 

16. Main Headquarters 1 Cdn Corps moved f r om 
Cesenatico and into its new l ocation at Ricc i one on 6 Nov, 
Rear Headquarters r emaining at Rimini (W. D., G. S., H. ~. l 
Cdn Corps , 6 Nov 44 ). l Cdn Inf Div moved its Headquart ers 
fr 9m Cesena on 30 Oc~ and concentrated in Riccione in the 
same buildings, it had occupied thr ee weeks previously (W. D._ 
G. s . , H. Q. l Cd.n Inf Div, 30 Oct 44 ). The Di vision was 
fortunate i n h!lving 1 and 2 Cdn Inf Bdes l ocated in the 
~iccione ar ea and 3 Cdn Inf Bde in Cattol ica , only a f ew 
miles t o the south; on the ot her hand 5 Cdn Armd Div, a~er 

finally es t abl ishdng its headquarters in San Giovanni on 4 
Nov, f ound its brigades widel y scatter ed . (w.n., G. s., H.~. 
5 Cdn Ar md Div , 4 Nov 44 ). 5 Cdn Armd Bde r emained in Cervia 

~ Overseas R. O. 53l O, 8 Dec 44 • 
• 
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nearly 30 mil e s north up the Adr i a ti c Coas t; 12 Cdn Int' Bde 
was in and around San Gi ova nni and Morci ano; and 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde settl ed in Urbino , wher e they were furthe r isolat ed by 
the Ar my policy of c l os ing sec ondary r oad s by the r emoval 
of Bailey bri dging nntoria l f or us e further f or war d . Civilia n 
r epair of t he gaps thus cre~ ted pr oceeded ve r y sl owly~ a nd 
traffic f r om Riccione t o Urbino had t o be r out ed via Pano 
and Fossombr one - a 60- mile detour. (Summar ies b y Historica l 
Officers , 1 - 15 N~v 4~ ) 

17. Wi t h units a nd f ormati ons s e ttled in t heir new 
l ocations there was time fo~ relaxsti~n and r ecrea t i on. 
Ricc i one - where the bulk of Cor ps t r oops and 1 Cdn Inf Div 
wer e c oncentrated - pr oved a n idea l r est ar ea wi t h two 
c i nemas, a t heat r e , a seni or ~nd juni or officer s ' club a nd 
t wo lar ge r e cr eati on centres f 0r other r a nks . (W. D., G.s •• 
H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 6 Nov 44 }. Nor m:tlly its situation on t he 
s ea front would have been an asset , but November in t his 
climat e is not a month f or sun or sea bathi ng. Units wer e 
a lso warned t hat duri ng the l as t l ow moon period the enemy 
had ca rried out minor r a i ds by soa on instal lations in re~r 
a r eas . Swi mming sabot eur s bad been identi fied in t he Ra venna 
a r ea ann it was mor e than possibl e that t hes e oper at i ons mi ght 
be r epea t ed wi th pipe lines , vehicl e s Or inst allati ons near 
the sh ore as ob je ctives . (See para 31). To guar d agains t 
s uch eventualities , units and fornati ons l ocat ed near the 
s ea wer e or der ed t o pay par t i cular attention t o "coast watch­
ing" in t heir a r eas . (W . D., G. s ., H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, 
November 1 944 , Appx 54 Sabotage , 8 Nov 44 ). Ot her r e creat i on­
a l fac i l i ti es were soon made a vail ab l e in R1ccione b y t he 
Auxilia r y Services , who opened two picture shows for 1 Inf 
Bde and another one f or 2 Ini' Bde ; needl ess t o say t hey di d 
not l ack a t t c·naance . The Ca n 'ldian Ar my Shows a l so made the 
r ounds of the r e s er ve ar eas and wer e well r eceive d at each 
per f or mance . 1 Cdn I nf Bee opened a Shoppi ng Centr e in 
~iccione f or its t r oops which included a phot o studio, 
t a ilor shop a nd s ouvenir shop . Cant eens di d a t hr iving. 
trad~. Showor s we r e a va ilabl e in the t own f or a ll r anks 
ever y day • . 
18. In Ur b i no , 11 Cdn I nt' Bde or gan i zed a nd published 
a brigado newspaper , ''The Coria.no Cour ier" t he f irst edition 
a ppearing 18 Nov , on a s hee t about 14 by 18 printed on b oth 
si de s . It had a qua.int appea rance as the I tal ian a l phab e t 
di d not i nclude the l et ters "w" or "y", a nd "v11 and 111" wer e 
~ubstituted f or them. It was a newsy , well edi t ed little 
sheet wh i ch a t tained a good circulation i n a short time . 
(W. D., H. Q. 11 Cd.n Inf Bde, November 1944, Appx 9 : Copy 
"Cor iano Courier " ). Urbi no had a n opera house and two 
theatres, which were used for ~rmy shows and movies f or t he 
enterta i nment of a ll r anks • a nd an offi cers ' c l ub, "The 
Coriano", a s we ll a s a t r ansit hotel whi ch was opened by 11 
Cdn Inf Bde . (W. D., B.Q. 11 Cdn In!' Bde , 5 Nov 44 ). The 
town s tadi um in UJ"bino , us ed f or car r ying out the br igade ' s 
sports pr ogrammes , was r enamed 11 J ohns t on ' s Fie l d" after the 
Brigade Commander (~, 7, Nov 44). 

19. In Cervia 5 Cdn Armd Bde had the s e r vi ce s of 
the ~ . c . E . Band, which played at s e ver a l c oncerts, and f r ee 
picture shows , a number of which we~e put on for c ivilians 
a s a ki ndl y gesture ; a cl ub was opened f or othe r r anks. In· 
each brigade sports were f ull y organized, i ncluding softba ll. 
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soccer, volleyball , horseshoes and tabloid spor ts with t he 
Auxiliary Ser vices suppl ying equipment. Educational l ec tures 
on rehabilita t i on were given to all ranks. An Art Exhibition 
was opened in Pimini 'on 9 Nov, sponsored by 1 Cdn Corps and 
86 Sub Ar ea , with 159 items displayed . These incl uded not 
only contributions from the officia l British and Canadian 
war artis ts, but from artists in the Br itish, Canad i an and 
American services a s well . (w. D., 1 Cdn Fd His t Sec, 9 Nov 
44) . 3 ,649 all ranks visited the Exhibition in the nine days 
it was open a t Rimini . (Ibid , 21 Nov 44) . On 22 Nov the 
Exhibit was shown in Morciano and well a ttended . (Ibid , 22 
Nov 44) . Regimental officers ' messes were soon in operation, 
the first opportunity for such luxury that some of the regi­
ments had had for several months , and mess dinners , dances 
and r ecr eation were thoroughly en j oyed . Although the dancing 
partners sel dom spoke the same l anguage , this would a ppear 
t o have been no obstacl e to the enjoyment of t he dance . The 
West N.9 . R. diarist r ecords : 

2030 hrs : The dance a t the Officers' Mess wa s 
well under way at this time . The special gues ts 
wer e 15 Polish Nursing Sisters . Conversation 
was somewhat r estricted due t o the l anguage 
difficulties , but with the use of wor ds of various 
l anguage s and the gestur e s of international 
r ecognition intercommunication was carried on. 
In a ll i t was a most successful party and the 
end of the e vening found Canadian-Polish r elations 
consider ably strengthened . 

{W.D., Wes t N. S. R. , 11 Nov 44 ) 

No eff ort was spared to give the troops a ll the r e creation 
and amusement possible during the r es t period a nd t he 
Auxiliary Services render ed their usual exce llent s ervice 
by supplying necessar y equipment and canteen facilities. 

20. As soon as the units were settled l eaves were 
granted of seven days t o Rome or Florence, with an allotment 
of 190 r eser vations each to 1 Cdn Inf Di v and 5 Cdn Armd 
Div. (w.n •• A· & Q., H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 1 Nov 44 ). Commanders 
of units a nd for mations were war ned that their persona1 
l eave s should be c ompl eted by 25 Nov. (W. D. , G.s. , H. Q. 
1 Cdn Inf Div, November 1944 , Appx 1 4 : H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div 
O. 51 }. Second Echelon was r eques ted t o r educ e its leave 
quotas for two weeks during the reserve period to allow the 
maximum accommodation to be made available in l eave centres 
for the Corps t r oops . Probabl y the most welcome n ews of 
the whole Italia n campaign was received on 1 2 Nov when it 
was announced that Canada l eaves were to be instituted. 
Qualifying condition was five year s ' continuous overseas 
service; time spent in a theatre of operations t o count 
double. Vacancies for 200 a ll ranks wer e allotted t o l Cdn 
Corps. The l eave period was 30 days in Canada free of 
travelling time . This matter was given priority attention 
and a conference was held on 20 Nov to settle a l l details. 
(w. D. , A. & Q., H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 20 Nov 44) . Nomi nal r o11s 
of personnel proceeding on the first quota were soon made 
up, and the f ortunate departed by road fr om Ricci one t o 
Avellino on 27 Nov, sailing from Naples on 30 Nov. It was 
expected that they would be home fQr Christmas . (Ibid , 
30 Nov 44 ). ----
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21. Extensive tra ining was carried on during the 
rest peri od a nd several new types of equipment were intro­
duced. The Crocodile flame- throwing t ank arrived , and 12 
R.T.R. visited each r egiment in 5 Cdn Ar md Bde t o put on 
demons tra ti ons . (W. D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 13 Nov 44 ). 
Another flame-thrower t o arrive was the carrier - mounted 
Wasp, and tra ining course s wer e i mmediat e l y established t o 
familiarize crews in its handling . (W. D., H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf 
Bde , 28 Nov 44). Four Wasps were i ssued per infa ntry 
ba ttali on {w.o., A. & Q., H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 22 Nov 44 ). 
The Lifebuoy flame- thrower, a smaller man-handl ed t ype , was 
issued on the basis of t wo per unit . The se nl so r equired 
well-tra ined personnel t o be handled efficiently. (W. D., 
H. Q. 5 Cdn ~rmd Bde , 14 Nov 44 ) . Another new delivery wes 
the Weasel, a tracked amphibious carrier with good per­
f ormance in mud, orig i nal ly des i gned f or use in Russia. 
The Transport Officer of 3 Cdn Inf Bde , however, s oon f ound 
that the Wease l had its limitati ons . 

The TO, Ca pt A. B. Edgar, ha s already l ost f aith 
in the amphibi ous Br en car r i ers which he pro­
cured this mor ning. On cross ing the CONCA river , 
he f ound the traction wa s not sufficient t o over­
come the current a nd he was drifti ng rapidly to­
war d JUGOSLAVIA when his "inf ernal machine" 
f ortuna t ely gr ounded on a sand- ba r, 100 yards at 
sea . 

{W. D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 12 Nov 44) 

22 . Tr a ining films were shown through out the CC!'ps, 
while Engineers gave courses in mines and b ooby traps, r oad 
car e and maintenance and bridgi ng demonstrati ons . Brigades 
r a n the ir N. c . o. s chools, and i nfantry r egiments paid particular 
a ttention t o river cross i ng and assault b oat tra ining, with 
anti-tank platoons taking courses in r afting guns across 
rivers . Gas equipment a nd tra ining was not overlooked. 
Fiel d firing and mort a r r a nges wer e a lloca t ed t o brigades 
and put t o good use . The a r moured r egiments of 5 Cdn Armd 
Bde carri ed out a n indirect fir e progr amme durin$ the period 
10 - 25 N'ov with a threef ol d object in view: (a) t o practice 
the armoured r egiments i n indirect fi r e ; {b) t o s o:ften up 
the enemy defences south of Ravenna a l ong the Fiumi Uniti; 
( c) t o f or m part of the de ception plan for Exercise "CHUCKLE'' 
(w.n., G. S., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div, November 1944 : Appx 5, 
Armd Regts' Indirect Fire , 9 Nov 44 ) . The f ollovd. ng is an 
a ccount of one such shoot carried out by B. C. D. in c onjunction 
with an a ir· attack : 

"A 11 Sqn 9 Cdn Armd Regt • • • went t o fire posns a t 
546264 and put on a ver y success f'u.l. shoot f or the 
Westmr Regt (M) . One rpm was fir ed throughout 
the night and two rpgpm f or t en mins at 0920 hrs and 
again a t 1025 hrs . The t en min periods were for the 
purpose of silencing enemy AA guns while our pla ne s 
went in t o bomb t he l~st br over the F . MONTONE. 
Range s wer e 4400 t o 8800 yds . Air OP stated that 
the s hoot was very accurate . 

(W. D., H.~. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 12 Nov 44 ) 

23 . Engineer t r aining during the month placed 
particular emphasis on bridging and r afting , including the 
us e of F.B.E. r afts a nd bridging , close s upport r a fts and 

- -=--
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JC 
Class 40 Bailey Pontoon rafts . One important engin eer 
development of the period was the 11 BPOWN BPIDGE", which 
was produced under the direction of Capt B. s . Brown, of 
4 Fd Coy R. C. E. 

Briefl y , this bridge is carried on two tanks 
and is capable of doing an 80 ft gap Class 40 
on a n assault basis , or the del iver y to bank­
seat rol lers of 140 ft DS bridge complete with 
l aunching nose . This bridge differs in many 
ways from the PLYMOUTH bridge , the mos t import ant 
being that no tank is l ost as is the case with 
the l atter bridge . ;c!{ 

((H. S. ) 224Cl . 3013 (D2 ) : Histor y Boyal 
Canadian Engineers 1 Cdn Corps cover­
ing operations in Italy 1 Oct - 15 Jan 
45, Part II, p . 3) 

A new development was the 11 0LAFSON11 bridge. Acting on a 
suggestion made by the Comma nder 3 Cdn Inf Bde ,~KK Ca pt 
E .A. Ol afson, R. C. E . M. E. , Officer Commandi.ng 3 L. A. De, a fter 
several trial s succeeded in producing a light portable in­
f antry footbridge . The bridge was constructed by wel ding 
toge ther l engths of half- inch pipe into sections 15- ft long 
and 18- inches wide . Each section weighed 200-lbs and was 
capable of being linked to other identical s ections to form 
a 45- ft span. On 22 Nov the Cor ps Commander attended a 
demonstration of the Ol afson bridge held by Headquarters 
3 Cdn Inf Bde . On this occasion infantr ymen and a jeep 
crossed on a 60-ft span pl aced over the Vent ena River at 
a place where the water was 6- f t deep . Fol lowing this 
demonstration Genera l Foulkes ordered the constr ucti on of 
sections of this bridgi ng for each battalion of l Cdn Inf 
Div. (Ibid; W. D. , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 22 Nov 44 ) -
24 , On 4 Nov Eighth Army Headquarters issued 
instructions that since jeeps , jeep trailers and 15- cwt 
vehicles would like ly be in short suppl y , wastage in these 
vehicles mus t be reduced to a minimum in order to conser ve 
them for l ater operations (W. D. , A. & Q. , B. Q. l Cdn Corps, 
November 1 944 : Appx 3 , Eighth Army Vehicles - .Ca. re and 
Maintenance). As a r esult of this or der , Jeep platoons 
wer e formed from the r esources of each division to operate 

For a short note on military bridging see Appx "C" 
to Histo~ical Section (A . H. Q. ) Report No. 25 . 

3{K The 11 PLYMOUTH11 was used in the cross i ng of the Gari 
River in May 1944 (see The Tiger Trium1hs, H. M. 
Stationery Office , London, 1946 , p , 74 

K~W A l etter dated 29 Oct 44 , written by Brigadier 
Bernatchez, to H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Di v called f or the 
c onstruction of such a bridge to aid the infantry 
in assault crossings (W. D. , H. Q. F . C.E., l Cdn 
Inf Div, December 1944 : Appx 5, Crossing of 
Obstacles) . 
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with brigades . In 5 Cdn Armd Bde this llllit consisted of 20 
jeeps, nine t r a ilers a nd 26 driver s (W ,D., H. ~ . 5 Cdn Ar md 
Bde , 28 Nov 44) . On 19 Nov H . ~ . 1 Cdn Inf Div instructed 
each of its in~nntry ba tta lions to form anti - tank compani es , 
using for the pu~pose personnel , weapons a nd vehicles from 
t heir support compani es , The object of this compuny wa s out­
lined a s follows: 

In operations in which this division will t nke 
par t in the nea r futur e , the type of ground which 
will bo encountered is such that the a rriva l of 
heavy equipment to support the infantr y is likely 
to be ~ compara tively slow procedure . I nfantry 
must be able to hold ground gained against enemy 
collllter-a tta cks qntil the hecvier A. Tk weapons can 
be br ought forwar d , In this countrK it is the 
enemy ' s custom to use his t anks in 'Penny-Packets", 
ther efore some mobile fo r m of A. Tk defence must 
be made availa bl e to f orward companies . 

(W. D., H. ~ . 2 Cdn Inf Bdo , November 
1944 : Appx 22, Inf Bn A. Tk Coy) 

The str ength of the company as suggested by 1 Div was 62 all 
r anks under a company he adqua rters or genized with two (tank 
hunting) pla toons a r med with th~ P , I . i~ . T ., each consisting of 
platoon headquar ters and two sections , and one (2- pr ) anti ­
tank platoon, a lso consisting of a headquar ters and two 
sections, each equipped with a 2- pr gun .~ At this timG, 
a l so , divisiona l head quarte rs instructed r egiments to turn 
in t o Ordnance their pr esent holdings of 6- pr equipment , 
which in future would be supplied t o brigndes us r equir ed by 
the divisiona l anti- t onk regimen t .*~ In t he same directive 
it was stated that the division held two Little johns ~~~ _______________ . ___ , ______________ _ 
~ This establishment was only suggested by Divisional 

Hea dquarters and briga des were told t o dr aw up and· put 
into effect thei r ;;wn establ ishments . Only two of the 
infantry ba tta lions (Sea f orth of C, and Carlt & York R.) 
of 1 Cdn Inf ond 5 Odn iirmd Di visions make mention in 
their War Dia r ies of the forma tion of a nti-tank companies 
and neither of t hese give any deta ils of organi zation. 
Most o f the infantry units appear to have set up single 
tank hunting pla t oons formed from personnel dr awn from 
their A. Tk and/or carrie r platoons . There is little 
detail to be found i n the diaries of the strength or 
equipment of these platoons , but the November 1944 War 
Diary of P . P . C.L. I . , however , conta ins an organization 
t ab l <:? for a " Tonk- busting Platoon" fo r med in that unit . 
This give s the strength of the pla toon os 1 offr (Lieut ) 
and 27 OR, and the main weapons as 9 PIATs plus 17 
T.M. Cs. (W. D. , Seaforth of C.~ 21, 23 Nov 44 ; W.D., 
Carlt & York R., 21 Nov 44 ; v~ . D ., P . P . C. L,I., November 
1944 ; Appx 26 , Organiza tion of Tonk- busting platoon; 
in addition the di aries of the two division He~d­
quarters , the infantry brigades a nd infantry battalions 
of 1 and 5 Divisions were examinod ). 

~~ This or der was changed the following day and Brigades were 
instructed to gr ease 6- pr equi_{>ment and store them in "X" 
a r ea ( a stat ic "B" Eche lon). (W.D., H . ~ . 2 Cdn Inf Bde , 
November 1944 : Appx 1 , 2 Cdn Inf Bde Ope r a tions Log , 
20 Nov 44 ) 

~~~ A 2~pr gur. ~1th a n a ttachment to incr ease the muzzle VGlocitj 
They made the ir f irst appe nr Ance on th~ Can~dian fro~t at 
the Savio Ri ver in October 1 944 (see H1stor1cal Section 
(A, H. Q,) Report No , 25 , para 145). 
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wi th anot her ten expec t ed shor tly, when the 12 guns would be 
f ormed i n t o a battery of t hree troops each of four guns . 
Thi s 2 - pr bat t ery would for m part of the divisional anti-tank 
r egi ment a s an addi t ional ba t t er y. Contr ol of the 2-pr s 
would be ves t ed i n t h e C. R. A., and t hey would be a llotted to 
brigades l n aooordance wi t h their opera t ional r equir emen ts . 
(Ibid) 

25 . At Riccione on 10 Nov 1 Cdn Corps hel d a study 
period dealing wi th the appl ication of artil lery fire in bat­
t le . On this occasion five playl ets were presented by s taff 
officer s of 1 Cdn Inf Div, 5 Cdn Ar md Div and 1 Cdn A. G.R .A., 
dealing with the fo l lowing : (a) design of fi r e plan; (b) 
mechanic s of drawing up a fir e p l an ; (c) counter-ba t ter y and 
count er- mortar fir e; (d) control of a fire pl an; (e) support 
by F . O. Os. Discussion of probl ems involved brought out no 
changes in pol icy but did s tress the ne cessi t y for an ext remel y 
flexi ble f i r e pl an with concen t rations preferred t o barr ages . 
It was a l so point ed out tha t infantr y c on trol of ar t i ller y 
might be del egated t o company command l evel. (W , D., G, S. , H.Q. 
1 Cdn Corps, 10 Nov 44 ) . 

26. An even t of grea t moment f or 1 Cd.n L. A. A. Inf 
Bn (89/109 Inf Bn) occurred in Novemb er whe n the uni t was 
forma l ly n otified of its r edes ignation as the Lanar k and 
Renfr ew Scot tish Re giment (W. D. , Lan & Ren Scot R., 7 Nov 44 ) . 
At a par ade of the r egimen t on 11 Nov the Command i ng Officer, 
A/Lt - Col W. R. Buchanan, officially announced the ne w t i tle . 
In r ecording this event the r egimen t a l War Diary says 

• • • t ha t we wor e now the Lanark and Renfr ew Scotti sh 
Regiment of Canada . He told us t hat we had a 
t r a dition t o l ive up to and knew that we would do i t 
and t ha t we wer e now affil iated wi t h the Bl a ck Wa tch 
and woul d wear their t artan •• • In the eveni ng a t the 
Officers Mess dinner the c.o. gave a short t alk on 
the better known points in the history of the Lanar k 
and Renfrew Scottish and a lso passed on the pr ais e 
of the Corps high offi cia ls per taining t o t he good 
work the 89/109 Infantr y Bn has done i n the pas t • •• 
The toast to the King was drunk a t 1948 hrs ••• 
immediatel y fol l owing the King came the t oas t t o t he 
Lanar k and Renfr ew Sco t tish at 1 950 hrs . The t oast 
was ''Gentl emen I give you t ho Lanark and Renfr ew 
Soottish Regi ment of Canada 11 •• • To the knowl ed ge of 
ever yone c onc erned i t is the firs t time i n Lanar k 
and Renfr ew his t ory tha t a t oas t was drW'lk t o the 
uni t by the Bn in t he f i e ld in an operational thea tre 
of war . 

(Ibid, 11 Nov 44) 

OPERATIONS OF PORTERFORCE, 28 OCT - 30 NOV 44 

27 . On 28 Oc t 12th Royal Lanc er s ( Pr inoe of Wal es•) 
under 5 Corps to ok over t he part of the for mer 1 Cdn Cor ps 
s ector l ying be t ween the Rimin i - Ces ena r ail way and Bagnol o 
(4818 ) , whil e Por t erfor ce , under dir ect command of Ei ghth 
Ar my , a s sumed r esponsibility f or the r emainder of t he f ront 
fr om Bagnol o t o t he c oas t . (Eighth Arm~r. tc . p . 69) . 
Ini tia lly Porterforce consisted. of 27th ne ar s , 3 Cdn hr md 
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Reece Regt (G. G. B. G. ) , 2 Fd Regt R. C. A., 24 Fd Regt (S . P.) 
~ . A. , 5 Med Begt p . C. A., 151 A. Tk Bty R. A. and 1 2 Fd Coy 
R . c . E. ( {H. S . ) 224Cl . 01 3 (D. 12) ; '7 . D., Porter force , 26 Oct 
44). The whol e forc e was commanded by, and named a f t er , 
Lt- Col A. M. Hor sbrugh- Porter , D. s . o., Commanding Officer 
27 L. Al though f or oper a tions Porterforce came under di r ect 
c ommand of Eighth Army , f or purposes of admini s t r a t i on i t 
was under Headquarters 1 Cdn Corps (ibid : Appx 2, Porterforce 
Op Instr No . 1, 28 Oct 44 ) . An operat i on inst ruction i ssued 
by Eighth Ar my on 27 Oct ass i gned to Porterforce the f ol low­
ing t asks: 

(a ) Protect DIGHT f l a nk of 5 Corps 
(b) Capture and occupy RAVENNAH 
(c ) Subsequent t o the occupa tion of RAVENNA , 

push on NORTH and WEST continuing t o open 
up ROUTE 16 . 

{Eighth Ar my · etc: Appx "A"-5, Eighth 
~rmy Oper a t i on Instruc ti~n No. 1439 ) 

From Bagnol o the b oundary between 5 Corps a nd Por terforce 
would be t he l ine of the Biver Ronco , inclusive Por ter force , 
to the r oad j unction 564356 . Enemy f or ces in this s ec t or 
consisted of 114 Jaeger Divi s i on sitting astride Haute 16 
bet ween the c oast a nd the 57 Easting with a rmour ed patrols 
from possibly 26 Pz Di v from there t o the Ponco . {Porte r ­
force Op Ins tr No . 1 . See Map 4 appended t o this report) 

28 . At t h i s time Porter for ce had G. G. H. G. , with 
e lements across the Bevano , r eady t o move north on Route 16 , . 
and 27 L. patrolling be tween them and 12 L., the right­
f l anking unit of 5 Corps . Artiller y suppor t was allotted 
a s f ollows : 24 Fd Regt (S. P. ) P . A. , l e ss one battery, wa s 
in support of 27 L. ; 2 Fd Regt p . c . A. in support of G. G. H. G. 
had one battery in Cervia with the remaining two batteries 
t o move forward and west of the Savio when directed by 
Porter for ce ; 5 Med Regt R. C. A. had one ba ttery supporti ili 
each of G. G. H. G. and 27 L.; 1 51 A· Tk Bty bad one M. 10 

K Of this ass i gnment the nar rative or the British Histor-
ica l Section, Centr a l Mediterranean states : 

Wi th the limited r esourtes at its disposal this for c e 
••• woul d clearly be unable to bring heavy pressure 
to bear on the enemy, nor could it undertake the 
captur e of Rmvenna unai ded . But an advance up Route 
9 would outflank the obstacl es before that important 
town a nd creat e opportunities f or · a drive parallel 
with them to cut in behind it . Accordingly it was 
decided that, once the Banco bad been crossed, 5 
Corps wou ld make a subsidiary drive n orthwar ds be ­
tween the rivers Ronco a nd La.mone, if c ondi t i ons 
at the time permitted . (This is based on a sta t e ­
ment of G. S. O. I (Plans) H. Q. Eight h Army from . 
memory . He said he could not vouch f or i t absolutely.) 
The boundary between 5 Cor ps and Porterf orce was 
a c cordingly fixed as the ~ight boundary of t he 1st 
Canadian Infantr y Division as far as the Ronco, thence 
northwa~ds a l ong that river , and crossing it only 
five miles s outhwes t of Ravenna . 

(Eighth Armz~~ p . 69 ) · 

Mil A three- inch self- propelled gun. 
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troop under each of the two armour ed r egiments and a 17- pr 
troop in r eser ve . The engineers , 12 Fd Coy ~. C .E. , would 
devel op t he "Stuttgart" road (that running north f'rom cross 
r oads 5719) but would keep one section avail abl e for use 
where needed . Casualties woul d be evacuated by 5 Corps if 
British, by 1 Cdn Corps if Ca nadian. ( r .:>id) -
29 . During the afternoon of 29 Oct R. C. D. took over 
the right sector of Porterforce fr ont from G. G. H. G. , upon 
which the latter unit r e verted t o under c ommand Headquarters 
5 Cdn Armd Div. At the time of their r el ief G. G. H. G. had 
reached a point on Pout e 16 ab out 2000 yar ds beyond the 
Bovano River, l eaving F . C. D. about as far again t o travel to 
r each t he crossing of the r oad over the Fosso Gh1a1a (61 0308 ) . 
It was not a cheerful pros pect . 

The enemy had opened the dykes of the Savio River 
and flooded the ar sa s o that the r oad was under 
water in pl a ces and i n others r an like a causeway 
across the drowned c ountryside . Troops and 
vehicles moved on that highway like the t ar gets in 
a penny shooting gallery , a nd the German wasted no 
time in t aking f'ull advantage of this fine oppor­
tunity f or target practice . He was sitting quite 
snug across the Ghia ia river , whose dykes were 
still intact, with this gr eat sheet of wat er in 
.front of him, its surface broken only by the road 
and a f ew houses built up high b es i de it . In its 
worst dreams the Regi ment had ne ve r seen itself 
advancing i n such a position . 

(Landell, Lt- Col K .D.~ D. s . o . , et a l 
The Fo)a l Canadian Dr agoons 19~-~45 , 
p . l 23 

By the end of the month, however, R. c . D. had clear ed the 
enemy from south of the Fosso Ghia ia and established a firm 
position there . Further inland 27 L. were operating under 
slightly better conditions . For there the gr ound al t hough 
muddy , was not f l ooded and a more el aborate network of roads 
existed . By the 31st this unit had occupied San Stefano 
(5526) and San Pietro in Vincoli (5225 ), while its ar moured 
car patr ol s , pushing north fr om the f ormer place and along 
the "Stuttgart" road , were nearing the general line of the 
28 Northing. To the west 27 L. pa trolled towards the Fonc o 
in the vicinity of Bargo Sisa (4822 )~ Coccolia (4924) and 
to the west o~ San Pietro in Vincoli . ( (H. S.) 214B8. 013 
{D. 8 ) : Eighth Army Situation Reports , 29 Oct to 1 Nov 44; 
W. D. 1 Porterforce 29- 31 Oct 44) 

30. On 1 Nov Pop ski ' s p.,...i va te Army ( P. P .A. ) 
I( 

came under command Porterforce and was placed in the c oastal 
area t o the right or R. c.n., with the task of making a cl ose 

. 

R Popski' a Private Army, a band of volunteers never mor e 
than 120 strong, was organized and commanded throughout 
its oparations by Lt- Col Vl adimar Peni akov, D. s. o. , M.c. , 
Belgian born son of a Russian engineer. At the outbreak 
of the war he was running a sugar fa ct ory in Al exandria, 
but his ro r:mnand of Arabic c oupled with his knowl_edge of 

(footnote continued on P• 16) 

. 
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r e c onnaissance of t he wooded a r ea near the sea and of probing 
more deeply in this ar ea . On this same da t e Por t erforce 
r eceived f'ull authority over the Partisans in its s ector a nd 
by 3 Nov had 170 of the l a tter based on Campiano (5625 ) 
operating under its direction. Due t o their thorough knowl edge 
not only of the area but, i n many cases , the act ual l ocation 
of enemy positi ons • t hey ws r u of consider able cssistcnce 
t o the patr ols of H.c.n. a nd 27 L. (W. D., Porte rforce , 3 Nov 
44 ) 

31. Dur ing early November Porterforce \ID.its con-
tinued thair s l ow advance . Small pockets of enemy offer ed 
r e si stanc e . The task of the force was t o c ontinue cl eaning 
these up, and at the same time prevent the Germans fr om in­
filtrating ba ck across the rive r s into the r ear areas . Much­
needed weight was added t o these operat i ons by the attacks 
of t he Desert Air Force and the ~lways-a vailable and a ccura te 
support of the artillery. Behind the adva nce the Engineers 
cleared the r oads of mine s and r epla ced or r epaired demolished 
bridges. On 30 Oct, whi le working on a bridge over t he 
Bevano on Route 16, the Engineer s ma de an unusual capture . 

At 1000 h ours, s ome ~ .Es . • •• captured one of a 
gr oup of four Germans who were swimming down­
stream t owar ds the sea , clad in black rubber 
suits with s pecia l face - pieces . He proved to 
be a member of Abteilurig Gama (Schwitmner), a 
f orce or ganized t o do reconna~ssance of bridges 
and possibl y demolitions in our r ear. 

(W. D., 1 Cdn Ar md C. Regt (B.C. D. ), 
30 Oct 44 )) 

Quick work by a pl atoon of 12 Fd Coy R.c. E. on 1 Nov in 
bridging a smal l stream north of San Pietro in Vincoli paid 
dividends, · when a r moured cars of 27 L. pushing over the 
stream "as the l as t bolt was being tightened" surprised and 
wiped out a small enemy post (W.D., 12 Fd Coy R. c . E., l Nov 
44). Enemy mines , liberally sown at key p oints on roads and 
around far myar ds an d building~ were the source of many 
engineer casualties . The f ol lowing extract fr om a f ield 
company ' s wa r diary is i l lustra t ive of the difficulties 

• (footnot e c ontinued fr om p . 15) 

the desert s oon l ed him into the British Army . He formed 
a band 0£ 12 Ar abs and with them worke d a t distances of 
fr om 30 t o 300 miles behind the enemy lines in the desert . 
Asa result of his successes in this ventur e he was or dered 
t o form a l a r ger and mor e el abor a te force . When it was 
suggested tha t this new gr oup should have a name , someone 
j oki ngl y suggested 11 Popski ' s Privat e Army" and the name 
stuck. In Italy Popski, as he was c ommonly known, and 
his ar my continued t o operat e behind the enemy ' s lines, 
har ass i ng him a t ever y opportuni ty, collecting vital in­
f ormati on , and or ganizing the Partisans . They used 
heavi ly a rmed jeeps , appeRring i n the most inaccessibl e 
places until the Germans became f earf'ul of them. In all 
its operations the P. P. A. suffered c ompar atively few 
casualti es. Popski himself lost a hand in the fighting . 
ar ound Ravenna in December 1944. In September 1945 the 
f orce was disbanded. (Hi s t Sec C. M. H, Q. Newspaper Clip­
pi ngs :- London News Chronicle , 9 Oct 46 and the Daily 
Teleg;raph, Oct ober 1946) 
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encountered in this type of work : 

No. 1 Platoon continued clearing mines and did 
good work in close pr oximity to the enemy. Spr . 
Francis •• • became a casualty losing a f oot , 
when he stepped on a schumine • •• Cpl Gold , R. I ., 
the commander of this section carried on the work 
and cleared the remainder of the area with a stag­
hound in support firing over thei r heads at the 
enemy who were reported in houses only one hundred 
yards distant . 

(W.D., 13 F~ Coy R. C. E. , 19 Nov 
44) 

3a. The forward positions of R. C. D. had changed 
but lit tle when the first of the reliefs that brought tha t 
regiment out of the line occurred . On Route 16 the unit 
still controlled the south bank of the Fosso Ghiaia but in­
land l ay some distance south of that stream with posts on 
the l ateral road running from 575286 to 550286 . On 7 Nov 
a company of 1st/4th Battalion The Essex Regiment relieved 
t he R.c.n. squadron on Route l~ and on the 9th uestmr R. 
(Mot) assumed the remaining responsibilities of R.c.D. on 
"Stuttgart" and north of Sen Stefano . Another company of 
1/4 Essex r el ieved the right- hand squadron of 27 L. on 7 
Nov end took up a firm position at 523274 about a mile to 
the south- east of the village of Gambellara (5128 ) . Facing 
west towards the Ronco the remaining s quadrons of 27 L. 
continued to cover the r est of the Porterfor ce front to the 
boundary with 5 Corps . During this period although the en­
emy had withdrawn to the north bank of the Ghiaia in the 
right sector he continued to maintain defended points to 
the south astride the "Stuttgar t i' road and north of San 
Stefano . Fur .t her we.st 27 L . patrols made contact with him 
south of Gambellara and east of the Ronco . (Eighth Army 
Sitreps £E .£.!.!, 2-8 Nov 44 ; W.D. , Porterforce , 1- 9 Nov 44 ; 
w.n. , R. c .n . , 1- 9 Nov 44) 

33. Meanwhile 5 Corps, held up during the first 
week of November by bad weather and a stubbor n en emy , had 
mounted on 7 Nov a two- division attack against the enemy 
switoh- line between the Ronco and the Rabbi south of Forli . 
Although strongly opposed tho 5 Corps a ttack made headway, 
and on the 9t h Forl i fell into their nands . By the 14th the 
Cor ps bad reached the Montone alonu its whole front . But 
the river and the enemy ' s extensive preparations for defence 
provea to be too great an o bstacle for &nyth1ng oxcept 
another full- scal e attack, ana by the 16th the adv~ce had 
come to a compl ete halt . (Eightn Army etc , pp 71-3 ) 

34. These successes by 5 Corps forced the enemy 
to draw back between the Ronco and the Montone tow~ds 
Ravenna. This was accompanied by a similar northward move­
ment of enemy troops to the east of the Ronco . On 10 Nov 
a force known as River Force , consistin~ of one squadr on 
2? L., one company 1/4 Essex , P. P. A. and Partisan elements, 

. 
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was organized to operate under direct oomruand of 
Porterforce Headquarters in the Route 16 sector , now known 
as River Sector . On the 12th a River Force patr ol made 
the first crossing of the Fosso Ghiaia , s urprising an 
enemy patrol on Route 16 and t aking 14 prisoners . Westmr 
R. patrol s reached the Ghiaia during this period and 
engaged in fire fights with a still vigilant enemy. To 
l eft of Westmr R. on the 11th, 1/4 Essex attempted to r each 
the village of Gambellara , but a demolished crossing over 
a small water course south-east of the village cover ed by 
mines and strong enemy fire, brought its advance to a halt . 
On the following day the Essex r esumed their attack and 
this time r eached their objective without difficulty. 
Meanwhil e , a long the Ronco, 27 L. had contacted 12 L. of 
5 Corps at Borgo Sisa (4823). As the 5 Corps unit drove 
northwards the enemy gradually disappeared from the eas t 
side of the river south of Gambellara . On 15 Nov pa trols 
• f 1st Kingls Dragoon Guards, which unit had r epl a ced 27 L. 
in this sector on the 13th, r eached the Ronc o t o the wes t 
of Gambellara without contact . (Ei ghth Army Sitreps , 
10 - 16 Nov 44; W. D. , Porterforco , 10 15 Nov 44; W. D., · 
Westmr R. , 10 - 15 Nov 44). 

35 . On the 14th Westmr R. , whioh had handed over 
1 ts positions on the "Stuttgart" a.xi s t o K. D. G. on the 
previous day, r elieved the Bsaex in and a r ound Gambellara . 
On the same day 2721 Squadron Royal hir Force Regiment t ook 
over f r om the Essex sub- unit with River Force . hS a 
result of the progress of 12 L. to the west Westmr R. was 
now ordered by Porterforce to commence moving forward . 
During the next two days the western unit me.de a ser·ies of 
moves , impeded only by mines and demolitions , and by the 
night of the 16th he l d firm positions cover i ng the road 
from the 11 Y11 junction (519296) south of Ghibull o (5130 ), 
to the " T" junction (547308) south of Molinaccio (5531) . 
In the centre ·of the Porterfor ce front K. D. G., operating 
on Stuttgart, astablished a firm position north of the 
Ghiaia on the 16th . On the same day a patrol of K. D. G • . 
and partisans reached the southern edge of the Ravenna 
aer odrome without sighting the enemy . That night another 
patrol from this same unit pushed north-west to the village 
of Molinaccio . Encountering oppositi on at this place they 
called upon Westmr .R. for assistance . During the fol l owing 
morning (17 Nov) a company of Wostminster s went into 
Molinaccio and b y midday had cleared the area up to the 
Canale del Mol ino . Dur ing this per iod River Force moved 
its £orward posts north of the Ghiaia and its patrols 
struck out frequently and boldly towards the enemy positions 
still r emaining south of the Fiumi Uni ti . On the 14th e 
P. P.A. patrol went out to an enemy post (at 621345), onl y 
1000 yards f r om the Un1ti r e turning with six prisoners . In 
a somewhat more forma l attack on the l 9tly, River Force, 
supported by artillery fire t cleared andi occupied the sugar 
factory near r oute 16 (5933 / taking nine prisoners in the 
process . (Eighth hrmy Si treps , 14 to 18 Nov 44; W.D. 
Porterforce, 14 to 17 Nov 44 ; W. D. , Westmr R. , 14 to 17 
Nov 44 ) . 
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36, On 18 Nov Westmr R. s ent a pa trol of one 
officer and 20 men over the Ronco (area 5129) to f eel out 
the enemy between that river and the Montone. The pa trol 
made ver y good progress for a time but at about 1000 yards 
beyond its crossing- place was halted by strong enemy fi r e . 
After a brief fire fight the Westminsters withdrew a short 
distance and called down artillery fire . Following this 
the patrol moved up to the Scola La.ma cana l where it aga in 
came Under enemy fire and took shelter under the near bank . 
Ther e it was under rifle gr enade and light mortar fire and 
suffer ed casualties . As the enemy was well dug in the 
patr ol' s small a rms and L. M. G. wer e of l ittle val ue while 
t he distance was too great for the accur ate us e of the 36 
grenades . ?Ii th the officer badly wounded , the patrol 
final l y mana ged to evacuate its wounded and fight an 
orderly withdr awal . Once the area was clenr of our troops 
the artillery 11 stonked 11 it with every availab l e gun . At 

• 

a cost of four dead and eight wounded the patrol had ga ined 
important knowledge of the enemy disposit1ons in the area . 
(W. D., Westmr R. (Mot), 18 Nov 44) . 

37. Porter force continued the process of elimina t-
ing the now few and scatter ed enemy posts south of the 
Fiumi Uni ti and by l as t light on the 30th had cl eared 
practically the whole of the s ector. On the 25 th the f orce 
oame under dir ect command of l Cdn Corps , cc:.ntinuing, 
however, tQ o per ate as a single c ~nmand and subsequently 
playing an important part in the capture of Ravenna . Lt-Col 
A. Horsbrugh-Porter, D. S . O. , the Force commander, addres s ed 
the following message to the units tha t had served under 
h i m: 

Now tha t the operations originally assigned to 
the Force bearing my name have nearly concluded, 
I would like to thank most sincerel y the Connnand­
i ng Officers of units whi ch had served wi t h me . 

The ma jority of them ha7e ha d more battle exper­
i ence than mys e lr, many have had staff exper ience 
of which I am l ack ing; ye t I have boen acc orded 
wonder ful support a nd co- oper a tion on all sides. 

I think the operation has been a success . Our 
aim of clearing the Hun from the area bounded 
by R. RONCO and GHIAIA was a chieved, and an 
additional and most difficult, b e l t of country 
between the GHIAIA and UNITI Canal has been 
similarl y deloused . 

The ne t bag ha s been 171 PWs , and probably a 
similar number of cas ualties . OUr own casual ties 
have nmounted to 56 British and 30 Canadian . 

I have been favoured by For tune in the s e l ection 
by 1 Ca na dian Corps -. and 8th Army of the uni t s 
de tailed for the opera tion . 

I think that a ll the "assault" troops who have 
been in this Force will agree with me tha t thei r 
success in inflicting casualties and taking PWs 
has been made possible mainly through the daring 
work of the Sappers , and the unr emitting at­
t ention towards Hotting up the Hun of the R. H. A. , 
the R. C. H.A., the R.A., the R.C .A. and the A, Tk 
gunners with t heir MelOs . 
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In effect, I reckon every single man in this 
Forc e has had a damned good crack at hel ping 
the war effort, and although i t has b een a 
str enuous time for a simple soldier, I have 
had things made easy by your gener ous suppor t . 

(W . D., Westmr R., November 1944 : 
1.ppx 11, Cir cul a r Le tter on 
Operations dated 24 Nov 44) 

38. To per mit 10 Ind Div to c oncentrate on 
securing the ar ea of the bridge at Casa Bettini (4328), 
a necessary prel iminary to the Canadi an offensive (see 
para 44 ), Porterforo e now took over the nor thern part of 
that division ' s sector b e tween the Montone and the Ronco . 
On 25 Nov 27 L. relieved Westmr R. of its c ommitments east 
of the R'iver Ronco . On the following day the Vlestminstars 
moved across the Ronco a nd t ook over a 7000 yards f ront 
extending from near Longana (5231) to the R. Montone , west 
of San Pancrazio (4731 ) at 460304, r Glieving in the process 
2nd Battalion 6th Gurkha Ri fl es and two companies of 2nd 
Battalion 10th Gurkha Rifles . At the same time a squadron 
of G. G. H. G. , now under c ommand of the Wes tminsters , took 
over from a squadron of Skinner's Hors e (lat Duke of York 's 
Own Cava l ry), at Longana. (W . D., Wostmr R., 25-26 Nov 44) . 

39 . The intention of t~e Westminsters in this 
sector was to press the enomy back t o the Montone and , if 
at all possibl e , secure a cr os ~ in, . On both sides of the 
river, however, the enemy occupied excell ent dug- in 
positions and his strong r eaction on a ll parts of the front 
t o pressure by the Ca nadians r eveal ed that he was determined 
t o ~tand fast. Ab out this time the weather , which bad been 
fairly dry, broke and r a in fell heavily and steadily, 
causing the rivers and canals to ris ~ and overfl ow the1rbanlm. 
To supply forward posts lying nor th of t he Scola Lama canal., 
which ran in an east-west directi on through the Westmr R. 
sec t or, assault boa ts and footbr idges were used . In spite 
of the weather and ground conditi ons , bo th sides continued 
t o patrol a ctively . The l ast day of the month the 
Westminsterg were in action on the near b ank of the Montone , 
eas t of San Pancrazio .K 

••• On 30 Nov 44 , a pla t nnn a tta ck was put in on a 
number of onewJ ...,oc111" ..:oa houses at 483317 . Two 
groups of hous es had been cleared when heavy 
machine gun f ire fr om dug- in enemy pos iti ons on 
the EAST bank of the r ive r· made it impossible to 
go further in daylight . Enemy mortars and SP 
guns she l led the positi ons and infantry c ontin­
ually har assed them with bazookas and small arms 
fire fr om very close r ange until 1400 hours when 
a counter attack was made . This was driven off 
with casual ties . 

( (B . S. )145;2Wl013 (D . 4) i The Westminster Regiment 
(Mot or) Repor t on Oper ations for Period 7 Nov 44 
t o 30 Nov 44). 

~~~~~~~~~~~,~~~-~~-

II The G.S . o. 3 (Ops) 1 Cdn Cor ps in his notes on "CHUCKLE" 
states that the ob j ect of t his a ttack was to divert 
attention fr vm the operati ons of 10 I nd Div on the same 
day ((H.S . ) 224Cl-013(D.18): . 11 Chuckl e 11 Intr oduction p 7) . 
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In t he early evening the enemy made a f resh attempt to 
re- take the houses but again failed to budge the defenders. 
That night fresh suppl ies of ammunition and r ations were 
s ent forward to the new positi on and it was r einfor ced by · 
an additional p l atoon of infantr y . This was the only 
significant change of position dur i ng the brief period 
(26- 30 Nov ) that Westmr R. hel d this sector under command 
Porterforce . On the fol lowing day , 1 Dec, responsibili ty 
for this part of the Corps front passed from Porter~orce 

to· Headquarters 12 Cdn Inf Bde (see footnotd para 96) . 
(W. D. , Westmr R., 25- 30 Nov 44 ) 

40 . The l ast day of November ~as a l so tho l as t 
day of Canadian participation in the opera tions of Por t ar ­
force . As already noted Canadian armoured and i nfan try 
units taking part in thes e oper ations wer e 3 Cdn Armd Reece 
Regt (G. G. H. G. ), 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt (R. C.D,) and Westmr R. 
(Mot). In add i tion, s everal Canadian artiller y and 
engineer units , apar t from those i ncluded in tho origi nal 
order of battle (see para 27) a lso shared in th u activities 
of the Force . Engineer units inc l udod 12 Fd Coy R. C. E. 
until 7 Nov, and 13 Fd Coy R. C. E. , 17 - 30 Nov . Five 
artillery r egimen ts s erved with Porterfor ce during this 
period ; 5 Med Regt R. C. A. until 11 Nov , when it was r e ­
placed by 2 Med Regt R. C. A.; and in turn 2 Fd Rogt R. C. A. , 
28 Oct - 8 Nov , 3 Fd Regt R. C. A., 8 - 19 Nov , and finally 
1 Fd Regt R. C. H. A., 1 9 - 28 Nov 44. The inc l usion of 
R. C. H.A . in Port erforo e brought about a - unique ov0nt . 

~t 1000 hours we were visited by Lt- Col Bol ton , 
c. o. of 1 R. H. A. who is actjng C. R. &. Porter­
foroe . Ha was ver y p l eased t h:J t for the first 
time i n history 1 R. H. A. and R. C. H. A. are fight­
ing side by sido . Tha ri ght hand gun of the 
Canadian l.rmy is beside th~ r igit hand gun of 
the British Empire (No . l r;ub of Chostnut Troop) . 

(W. D. , 1 Fd rtd~t R. C. H. A. , 20 Nov 44) 

In addition to tho units menti oned abovu , cer t ain R. C. A. M. C., 
R. C. A. S . C. and C. Pro C. el 0m~nts a l so s orvod with Porter­

· force . (W . D. , Porterforc ~ : Jlpp(jndicvs 3- 5 , Op0r a tion 
Instructions Nos 2- 4 ) . Like thu units comprising tho forco , 
the Headquart~rs incl uded b-oth Briti sh !'J.nd Canadian officors : 

~ 

All worked we ll tog~thur in formir g an effic i~nt 
sta£f organizati-on owin~ t o tho f ac t that a ol~ar 

cut division of respons ibility wes a llott0d oach 
of fic er beforehand • • . 

( Ibid , .ppx 1, Staff Commonts as a Result of the 
Ops or Port~rforc a , 26 Oct to 10 D&c 44 ) 

Throughout the period the r e l ati onship and goodwi ll betwoen 
t h e Briti sh and Canadian staff s n.n<l units \"IDS good . 

Co- oper a tion and . cohasion wer u n~vor found wanting; 
ea.ch and every ind ividuul 11 pul l oJ. his wetght" in 
aiding thd FORCE obj~c tiv~ t o be r~achad . 

(IbiJ ) 

... 

J 

. 
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PREPARl .. TIONS OF 1 CDN CORPS FOR THE DECEMBER OFFE1'SIVE 

41. Pl anning for the December offensive began at 
1 Cdn Corps on 18 Nov , two days aft er General Foulkes a s­
sumed oommand of the Corps . In this earl y stage , the oper­
ation was designated Exercise "CHUCKLE"! Because of the 
uncertainty of the success of the two- corps attack along 
Route 9 which was to begin on the 20th of the month (s ee 
para 12~, the exac t position from which the Canadian Cor ps 
would l aunch operations was not known . For this r eason the 
following three altsrnative pl ans were considered : 

PLAN I - hssuming enemy hold line of R. MONTONE 

(a) 1 Cdn Inf Div objectives -

(i) force crossings over R MONTONE t o secure 
RUSSI 4333 and ~ST bank of R. LA.MONE. 

(ii) area BAGNACAVALLO 3838 - COTIGNOLA 3634 -
LUGO 3338. 

(iii) 5 Cdn Armd Div - af t er RUSS I has been 
s ecured will be direc ted NE t o cut 
HIGHWAY 16 NOrtTH of RAVENNA and t o 
clear town if still occupied by enemy. 

PL;.N II - l~ssuming enemy have fallen back to 
R.LAMONE 

{a) l Cdn Inf Div objectives -

(1 ) 

{ii) 

~ 

a rea BAGNLCAVILLO 3838 -
COTIGNO~ 363~ - fUQO 3~38.~ 

MASSA LOMBARDA 2741. 

(b) 5 Cdn Armd Div will be dir ected NE to out 
HIGHWAY 16 , NORTH OF AAVENNA and to olear 
t own if still occu~ied by enemy . 

PLAN III - In the evont of adver se weather 
cond itions and areas of objectives in PLl~NS I 
and II becomi n g f looded , l CDN CORPS will r emain 
in Army r eserve until effort of 5 Corps is s pen t. 
It will then b e passed thr ough on axis of 
HI GHWAY 9. 

(W.D., G. S. H.~ l Cdn Corps , November 1944: 
Appx 47 , Notes on Corps Oomd 's Conferenc e 18 Nov 44) 

: ---------- --
ll The original 11 CHUCKLE 11 was the nrune given to a proposed 

l Odn Corps operation designed to cap ture Ravenna b y the 
a i d of an amphib i ous l andin g north of t h.at city . Thia 
operation was canc elled after the decision of the Com­
mander A.A. I. to co- ordinate an attack by both Fifth and 
Eighth Armies ("CHUCKLE" Introduction .2l?. cit, p . 3) 
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42. It was Plan I that even tually became the 
basis of the Ca.nadian Corps operation. On 21 Nov , when the 
attack of 5 Corps had just begun , General Foulkes outlined 
at a confer ence held at Headquarters 1 Cdn Corps the 
complete operation. This plan was to be flexibl e and 
provided for the r eentr y of 5 Cdn krmd Div to complete the 
operation if 1 Cdn Inr Div became exhausted befor e the 
final objective was reached . The Corps ' fina l objective 
was ext ended to Medicina (1245) several miles to the west 
of Massa Lombarda . ("CHUCKLE" Introduction, p . 4) 

43. ·At 0600 hours 25 Nov 1 Cdn Corps assumed 
command of Porterforce and became responsib l e f or the right 
f l ank of Eighth Army i n the area be tween the Ronco and the 
s ea . On the following day , as previousl y noted (para 38) , 
Porter force took over that par t of 10 Ind Div sector l yi ng 
between the Montone and the Ronco south of Molinaccio thus 
extending the · Corps boundary to the Montone west of th'e 
latter plaoe . acros s the Montone to the south-west 10 Ind 
Div was still engaged in oper ations preparatory to the 
Canadian Gor ps a ttack. (Ibid, p . 7) 

44. 10 Ind Div continued, during the r emainder 
of t he month, its attacks between the Montone and the 
Lamone rivers i n apite of advers e weather. Although 
initially the anemy had given ground in the area immedi a t ely 
north of Route 9 , he clung to the line of the Montone in 
the a r ea of the bridge at Casa Be l; tini and stubbornly held · 
a switch line from this point through Alber e to (3927 } south­
west to a point on the Lamone north of Sca ldino . Since the 
bridge a t Casa Be ttini was at the first good bridging site 
on the Montone north of Route 9 , it .was urgently required 
·for the Canadian offens ive . It was no t until 1 Dec, however, 
after the r a in had ceased, that 10 Ind Div overran the place 
and the Canadian operation was able to begin (Eighth krmy etc~ 
p . 76) (See Map 1 . ) 

45. Meanwhil e , pl ans for the main offensive went 
ahead . Eighth J,.rm.y issued an operation order on 25 Nov 
designed to conceal the concentration of 1 Cdn Corps until 
operations actually b e gan. The f ac t that Canadian troops 
formed part of Porterforce and that this battl e formation 
covered almost the entire forthcoming operational front , was 
expected to make it easier to carry out the deception . In 
the early part of the attack h e might easily b e l ed to 
believe that only additional Canadian troops had been added . 
Such a deception might del ay the enemy ' s call for r e i nforce­
ments on this more or l ess static front and thereby give 
1 Cdn Corps an initia l advantage. ((H .S. ) 214B8 , 016(D2) : 
Eighth Army Oper ation Instr uction No.1442 , 25 Nov 44) 

46. While Eighth ~rmy wished to conceal the 
pr eparations of l Cdn Corps at the beginning, onoe the full 
scale army offensive was l a unched and a moasur e of success 
a obieved the opposite e~fect was desir ed . To this end a 
cover p l a n was designed to l ead the enemy t o r e inforce this 
front . This cover plan, known a s Operat+on "SHELLAC " 

... 
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was part of t he fi . b . I . overall deception pl an des igned to 
inorease the a pparent threat ~o the enemy ' s eastern flank, 
and decreas e that threa t in the Bologna sector . It was 
desi~ned to draw off the enemy is troops barring the Fifth 
krmy s advance to Bologna and aid in the succes sful capture 
of that city . The int ention for Eighth ~rmy was : 

(a ) To increase the apparent strength of Eighth 
t.rmy by discl osing the presence of 10 Corps 
with under command 46 Inf Div, 4 Inf Div and 
9 Armd Bda in a forward concentra tion area 
behind 1 Cdn Corps . 

(b) When it is decided in which dir action 1 Cdn 
Corps is to a t tack from the a r ea of M.kSSA 
LOMBARDA 2742 , to dis clos e that 10 Corps 
will oper ate i n the other direction . 

((H . S . )214B8 . 016(D2 ): Eighth ~rmy Operation 
Instruction No . 1445 , 30 Nov 44) 

This might f orce the enemy to regroup his rea erv~s in order 
to counter a two- pronged advance from Massa Lombarda whil e 
i n fact onl y a singl o attack would devel op . The me thod 
us ed in this deception scheme f ollowed the gener a l pl an of 
previous ones used in Italy pr ior to an all out offensive . 
A limited number of personnel and vehicl es from the maj or 
units of 10 Corps wer e to be empl oyed to denote concentration 
of the whol e Corps . Bogus wirel ess messages were _to be 
passed and concentr ation ar eas marked with sign posts, e tc. 
The Royal Navy and Air Force were to oo- opera t e by simulat­
ing a threa t of an amphibious l ending in the Gul f of 
Venice (ibid ) . 

47 . Confer enc es to co - ordinate the operations of 
l Cdn Inf Div and 5 Cdn L~rmd Div were held a t Headquarters 
l Cdn Corps on 28 and 29 Nov , and fina l arr angements for the 
attack were made . As 10 Inf Div had still not dislodged the 
enemy in the area of Casa Bettini, it was decided to have a 
crossing built a short distance to the south at 427277, 
within the 5 Corps boundary. Al though the exact t ime of 
the r el i ef of the Indian division was still undecided both 
l Cdn Inf Div and 5 Cdn 1~rmd Div wore prepared for the t ake ­
over about 1 Doc . One brigade group of l Cdn Inf Div was to 
move in to the Indian br i dgehead with one batt a l ion of 5 Cdn 
hrmd Div under command . When th e attack commenced the 5 
Cdn rtrmd Div unit would revert to under its own d i visional 
command, and the r emainder of the urmoured division ' s brigade 
woul d move into t he bridgehead on the right of 1 Cdn Inf 
Div . One squadr on of Cr ocodile flamethr owers was to be 
under colll1'11and 1 Cdn Inf Div until the crossing of the 
Lamone , when it was t o pass t o command of 5 Cdn Armd Div . 
To assist the l at t or formation in its oper ati ons , which 
included the capture of Ravenna , Porterforce passed to 
under Gener a l Hoffmeister 1s command at 0600 hours 29 Nov . 
In addi tion to its own artill ery each division was .allotted 
in support one medium r egiment of 1 Cdn A. G. R. A.; the 
remainder of the Corps artillery was to b e controlled by 
t he C. C .R . A. ( "CHUCKLE" Introduction , pp 6-7 ; W .D. , G. S . , 
H.Q. 1 Cdn Cor ps , November 1944 : i.ppx 59 , Notes on ..Corps 
Commander' s Conference , 28 Nov ; Appx 61 , 1 Cdn Corps Oper­
ation Instruction No . 37 , 29 Nov 44 ). 

. 
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48. Air support f or the operati on was t o be on 
as l arge a s cal e as possib l e in view of the fact that 5 
Cor ps and 2 Polc orps wer e to begin op0rati ons at the same 
time . No clos ~ support bombing wa s called for during the 
earl y stage of the oper ation due to the fact tha t the enemy 
had not t o any great ext ent ccnstructed 11 ampl aced 11 position-s 
a l ong his presant front. However , six t ent acles were avail­
able to the Canadian Corps opQra ti on from 29 Nov . "Rover 
Dav1d11 would b u availabl e in th.:> Corps a r ea , wi th R/T links 
to both Divisional and Corps Headquarter s . To ob t ain max­
imum eff ect, 11 Cabrank 11 attacks woul d be r equested for a 
time t o coincide as near as possib l e with that of the ground 
attack . Individual towns woulc not be blitzed unless there 
was pr oof tha t t he enemy was occupying t hem in strength. 
~ list of t a r ge t s including houses and churches (possibl e 
O. PsJ was submi tted to krmy Headquarter s , but only t o be 
bombed if the enemy was known to be a ctually ocoupying them. 
Since it was appr eciatod that the onemy woul d do all his 
moving by night , espec i a lly in the area of Route 16, t he 
Desert Air Force wa s a s ked to ha r a ss these roads from l ast 
until first l ight , b-y flar e dro;:ping, bombing and str afing 
( (H. S.) 224Cl . 096(Dl) : Air Plan for Operation "CHUCKLE", 
28 Nov 44) . 

49 . Destined t o pl ay an important part i n the 
early stages of the coming operations was a group cf some 
900 Italian partisans from Rav~ nna and the a r ea north t o the 
Valli d i Comacchio . TStis f orce VJ" S commanded by a parti s an 
known as 11 Ma.jor Bulow , On 20 No• Bul ow , who had reached 
Army Headquarters by boa t t he night befor e , visi tad Head­
quarters 1 Cdn Corps , where h e ga ve tho G. S . O. II (Int) 
valuable infor rn.e.tion of enemy act~vities in .the Rav enna area . 
He was briefed by the G. O. C. a s t o the Corps' intentions for 
the Dec ember offensive . /, s e res ·.ll t of arrangements made at 
this meeting wireless r epor ts en the movement , strength · and 
activities of the enemy forces in the Ravenna area passed 
f r eely t o Headquarters 1 Cdn Corps , and these wer e of grea t 
assistance in the oper ati ons sl~ s ~quent t o the capture of 
Ravenna ( 11 CHUCKI...;" Intr oduc tio:'l, p . 9 ; W. D., G. S., H. Q, 
1 Cdn Corps , 20 Nov 44) 

H Organiz ed as the 28th Gariba l di Brigade by the Commi ttee 
of Lib e r ation in Ravenna Province and f i rst under the 
command of an Ita lian offic er I.i eut Arrigo Bol drini (nom 
de guerre ~ j or Bulow) . Bulow; s partisans first bege.n 
wor king wi th Eigh~h Army early in Sept ember as the r esult 
of contacting an Italia n Marine Commando de t achment 
l anded behi nd the l ines at t hat time . They collected 
intelligence i n Ravenna. Province which they passed back 
t o Army via an a gent with a wire l e ss s e t l ef t behind for 
that purpose by the ComMando a~tachment . In r e turn ~rmy 
supplied the partisans fil th Rr: :s and suppl ies . (Allied 
Strategy : Appx 11 G11 -4, p . 98) . 
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50 . The ground over which the Canadian Corps 
opera tions were t o be f ought was l ow lying and characterised 
by its flatn~ss and by its i nnumerabl e water courses. 
Between the starting line and the Corps final objective, 
Massa Lombarda, there wer e four main rivers t o be crossed, 
the Montone, Lamone, Senio and Sant erno . Be tween these 
rivers there were numerous s treams and canals which formed 
a network over the whol e a r ea . In centuria s past this l ow 
land had formed a great marsh. When the snow melted on the 
Apennines each spring i mmens e to1·r ents poured down through 
cliffs to the foothills, seokjng the Adriatic . This spate 
spread across the plain en gulfing l ar ge ar eas. As the 
countryside became p opulated it v1as found possible to 
contain thes e s eas onal f l oods by rais ing the river banks 
with r amparts of earth. In the plains the water moved 
sluggishly to the sea t ending to silt rather than t o er ode , 
and thus gradually r ais ed the river beds above the l evel of 
the surrounding l a nd . To c onfi ne the spring freshets the 
banks were built higher and higher until t o-day the line 
of each river is marked by great dykes standing above the 
plain. When the threat t o the Go~hic Line became 1rnm1nent 
the enemy began c ons true ting t hor oughf'ares a l ong thes e 
dyked rivers . In pla ces the fl ood banks were scooped out 
and underground accommodation p~ovided f or the garrisons. 
Tunnels wer e built and r eve ttPd ~~th s t out timbers with 
openings on the sides liko port-hol es in a shi p . From thes e 
portholes protruded the ugly l!l'JZ Zles of the enemy guns . 
The l a zy meanders of the rivers .n:a.de the successive posts 
mutually supporting and allowed t hem to sweep a wide front 
with c onverging and enfilade fire . At the appropriate time 
all main bridges wer e destroyed; the garris ons of the near 
bank crossed on foot-bridge s which when not in use could 
be swung back aga inst the f ar bank . The narrow dyke s 
offered a meagre t ar get f or artillery and bombs , With out 
br idging they were impassab l e for t anks and vehicles, and 
new bridges could only b e buil t on t~e site of the demolished 
structure s since the slopes of the ba nks were too steep for 
tracked or whee l ed vehicles t o S\J:>J.O.oun t without approaching 
r amps. Thus, t o r each thane fl ood banks with mechanized 
arms pres ented a pr oblam of extr er9 dif ficulty; t o storm 
them a grim task i ndeed , In rr·wy ar eas , notably 1n the 
coastal strip, the ground is r :..oc .. ed dur·lng the a utumn and 
early winter months and the mo-ren;~ .::lt of vohicles would be 
confined t o the r oads . Vli th t b9 ·~:rnep t .i on of Routes 9 and 
16 the numerous sec ondar y r oads wer e narrow and water-
l ogged at this time of year . ITb.e ? i ger Triumphs , pp 173-4; 
"OHUCKLE" Introduction , pp 2- 3 } . - -- --

51. Because of the nature of this l ow-lying area 
a nd the strong natur a l defencen t he enemy had only two 
divisions (under LXXVI Pz Cor p1 ) opposing Eighth Army in . 
this sector . From the Adr iatic t o the vicinity of Alber e t o 
(4028) 114 Jaeger Divisi on held t he r i ght or c oastal flank 
and 356 Inf Div the l eft. The di visiona l boundary was 
approximately the 45 Easting jvs t west of S , Pancrazio . 356 
Inf Div which wa s bearing the br unt of 10 Ind Div attacks 
covered the f r ont between the 45 Lasting and Albereto . 
While the troops of the Jaeger Division wer e of poor quality 
and under strength, those of t he 356 Division wer e much 
better and quite up t o strength , 2 9 was shown by the 
l atter's stubborn r esistance b ef ore 10 Ind Divis a tta cks. 
There wer e practica lly no tanks ir:medi ately available , as 
the ma j ority were i n the Faenza a~ea opposing 5 Corps. 




