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Artillery of both' these divis.ions was under strength. The 
enemy's tactics are also worthy of mention. His custom 
was to fight a stiff · delaying action on e·ach river line 
until our forces stopped to regroup, when he ·would b~eak 
.~ontaot and withdraw to the next de f endable line and await 
our attaok, During the early evening of l Dec, 356 Inf Div, 
which had been resisting fiercely throughout the last week 
of Nove~er, onoe more adopted these tactics and disenga~ed 
on the front . taken over that day by 1 Inf Div . ("CHUCKLE 
Introduction, ' pp 9 - 10; C.I ~ G . S . Summary Italy, 30 Nov 44; 
W.D,, G.S ., H. Q. l Cdn Corps, Novemb er 1944 : Appx 37, Int 
Summary No. 165, 29 Nov 44) 

1 CDN INF DIV (3 CDN INF BDE) ADVANCE TO THE LAMONE, 
2 - 5 DEC 44 

62. ht the Teatro Dante in Riccione , on 25 .Nov, 
Brigadier Smith, the acting G . O . C~ 1 Cdn Inf Div, held a 
oonferenoe of the officers of h i s divisional staff and of 
brigade groups down to and including company and squadron 1 
commanders and discussed his plan for the forthcoming · 
operations , The divisional plan called for the oper ation 
to be oar1•ied out in four phase s. (See Map l). In Phase l, 
3 Cdn Inf Bde would launch an a t tack designed to capture 
Russi and force a bridgehead over the . Lamone River. The 
start line for this phase of the operations would be flex-
ible and would depend on the line r eache d by 10 Ind Div in 
its current operation west of the Montone River . On the P 
successful completion of the 3 Cdn Inf Bde task< 2 Cdn Inf 
Bde would advance to capture Bagnaoavallo (3938) and 
establish a bridgehead over the Senio River . The third 
phase , assigned t o 1 Cdn Inf Bde , called for the capture 
of Cotignola (3634) and Lugo (3338) and exploitation to the 
line of the Santerno River . In the final stage 3 Cdn Inf 
Bde would r e- enter the battle, capture Massa Lornbarda (2742) 
and push north-west to Medicina (1245) . Each stage of the 
attack would be supportad by the divisiona l artillery and 
1 Cdn A.G.R.a . ilir support would i nclude rocket-firing 
Thunderbolts, new to 1 Cdn Inf Div . Enemy reaction to the ~ tll;; 
attack was expected to f ollow the pa ttern previously set , 
i. e . , a small b&ttle at a river line , a period of no 
contact, another bump at the next river line and so on . It 
was expected that he would continue thes e tactics until he 
reaohed the salt pan lying between Ar genta and Bologna, wh~n · 

he would probably r egroup and str engthen his position. On 
the conduct of the battle Brigadier Smith stressed the 
following pointsi 

There must be an alternative plan for every 
action of every unit and sub -unit. 

Get patrols .up to the next river obstacle 
innnediatel y after a bridgehea d has been formed . 

Do not worry ab out flanks. We can and must 
forget flanks right down to company and 
battalion level. 

Avoid house fighting. Bring fir e down before 
we reach them. 

((H. S . 224Cl . 016(D5) : Historical Officer's 
Notes on G.O, C's Confer enc e (Brigadier Smith ' s) 
25 Nov 44) 
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53 . On 28 Nov 3 Cdn Inf' Bde moved north from the 
· r est area near Riccione t o a concentration area be tween the 
Montone and the Ronc o north of Forli. At this time the 
b r igade group consisted , in addition to its three infantry, 
battali ons, of two batt eries f r om 1 A. Tk Regt R. C. h.. , 11 0 1 

Coy Sa sk L. I . (M. G. ), 3 Heavy Mor t ar Bty Sask L.I., 4 Fd Coy 
R. C. E., 9 Lt Fd Amb R. C. A. M. C., and 11 C11 Sqn , 12th Ba ttalion 
Royal Tank Regiment, now equipped with a numb er of 
"Crocodiles 11 (Churchill t a nks equipped wi th flame throwing 
attachments) . On tho following day Brigade Headquarters 
r ece ive d wor d t ha t R. O. D. would b e pla ced under command to 
provide flank protection on tho l eft. ii.a ye t ther e wero no 
bridges over the Montone in t his s ec tor except for a Class 2 
pontoon bridge and two suspension foo t bridge s . 

This meant that a ll traffic into th~ bridgehead 
had t o go SOUTH through FORLI and then up the 
WEST side of the MONTONE wh~re the one available 
r oad wa s narrow and r apidly bec oming broken up 
with the volume of traffic us ing it and the bad 
weather conditions . Owing t o the shallowness of 
the br idgehead , the ar ea was als o very cr owded 
with t r oops , vehicles , tanks and guns , All 
transport was r oad bound duo not only t o the muddy 
condition of the fi elds, but a lso t o the f act that 
the ma j ority of the entrances t o farmyards acr oss 
the deep ditches which line d either side of the 
r oad had been destroyed by the enemy . These 
physical factors wer e t o r ender mor e difficult the 
t a sk of passing the brigade through the India ns. 

((H,S . )234Cl . 013(Dl0): 3 Cdn Inf Bde 
Ope r a tions in Ital y , 2 Dec 44 t o 6. Jan 45, 
Part I) 

On 30 Nov while 10 Ind Div made a fina l effort t o s ecure 
the bridging site a t Oa sa Be ttini, a short distance upstream 
at 427277 the engineers c ommanced the construction of a 
Class 40 Bailey-1£ . To allow t ime for the compl eti on of these 
tasks , the movo of 3 Cdn Inf Bde over tho Montone , origina l:cy 
planne d for the n i ght 29/30 Nov was n ow set ba ck to the 
morning of 1 Dec . (Ibid ; er at ions of Bri tish Indian and 
Dominion Forces : . SeotI'On C, 5 Corps Oper ati ons : Appx 
41) 

54 . At 2130 hours on the 30th, the Brigade 
Commander , Brigadi &r J . P. E. Bar natch&z, called an "o" Gr oup 
at bis headquarters and gave out bis pl ans f or the t ake
over . At daylight the infantry wou.ld cross the river on the 
foot - bridge while the essential transport movetl b~ound 
via Forli. It wa s anticipated tha t the Bai l ey bridge a t 
427277 would b e comple t ed by 0800 hour s , a t which time the 
r emaining tra nspor t woul d cros s the Montone . The Brigade 
Group wa s t o b e enla r ged still f urth er by R. C. D. c oming 
under c ommand f or l ef t flank pro t ection , and a Br i tish unit, 
K. D.G., comi ng in on the righ t . In addition it had now been 

K Presumab l y the bridge r eferrod t o i n the Three Brigade 
r eport a s a Class 30 Bailey a t 425274 . The s ame s ource 
gives the time of c ompla tion of the bridge as 1000 hours 
1 Dec . 
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decided t o launch the ini tia l 5 Cdn Armd Div a tta ck fr om 
the Montone bridgehead , and f or t his purpose P. L. D. G. had 
been placed t emporarily undor connnand 3 Cdn Inf Bde . The 
Princes s Louise would b e the l ast uni t t o move into the 
bridgehead and would take up a position b e tween West N. S,R. 
and the river. K. D. G., a lthough under c onnnan d 3 Cdn Inf 
Bde , would n ot pass into the bridgehead as that part of the 
10 Ind Div s ector which they wer e t o t ake ov er l ay east of 
the Montone . The 10 Ind Div supporting a rmour and anti-tank 
guns woul d r emain in pos ition unt il our t anks and anti- tank 
guns wer e able t o cros s t h e Bail ey bridge . During t he day 
{30 Nov) the I ndian Divisi on had pushed forwa r d , and by the 
time th• 11 0 11 Group was ca lled had r eached Ca sa Be ttini. 
(Oper3tions of 3 Cdn Inf Bdo .Q.Q. cit; W. D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf 
Bde , 30 Nov 44 ; W.D., 4 P. L. D.G. , 29 Nov 44 ) 

55. At first l igh t on 1 Dec, th~ ba t tal ions 
c onnnenood t o move forwa r d t o the Monton e . By 1000 hours the 
bridge ove r the rive r was r eady and traffic a t once be gan 
to pass over it . With one exception the change- over 
proceeded smoothly a nd a t 1600 h ours Brigadi er Ber nitchez 
t ook over c ommand of the s ector fr om 10 Ind Inf Bde • West 
N. S. R., h owever, d i d not c ompl e t e its r e l i of of t he Indi ans 
until early evening b ecaus e of enemy counter-a tta cks during 
the day aga inst the l a tter . The l a st unit t o cross the 
river, 4 P.L.D. G., was in position by 1730 h ours , Thus on 
the e ve of the a ttack the uni ts comprising 3 Cdn Inf Bde 
wer e p ositi oned a s f ollows : on thd right K. D. G. in widely 
sca tte r ed troop positions (4 63292- 445285) fa ced up t o the 
eas t bank of th~ Montona b e tween the l eft-fl anking positions 
of Westmr R. in the a r ea s outh of Molinaocio and the P.L . D. G. 
a ssemb l y a r ea across the river near Ca s a Be ttini ; in f r ont 
of P.L . D. G. the two forwa r d c ompanies of West N.S. R. l ay 
r espectively 700 yar ds n orth and 1000 yar ds nor th-west of 
Ca s a Bettini (434296 and 426293) ; about 1000 yards t o the 
south- wost of the l att er unit just for ward of the Scol o via 
Cupa fr om 420288 t o 415285 was R . 22e R.; R. C. D. was cov er 
ing the l eft flank with t wo squadr ons about 1100 yards 
north of I~lb ere to on the Russi r oad and a third t o the west 
of Al b er o t o near the Scol o vi a Cupa . Carlt & Yor k R. 
r emained i n r es e rve eas t of the Montone . (Oper a tions of 
3 Cdn Inf Bde ; W. D., H. Q. 3 Cdn I nf Bde , l Dec 44 ; W.D . , 
G. S ., H. Q. 1 C1n Inf Div ; fi . D. , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 1 Dec 44 ; 
W. D., G. S ., H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, De cember 1944 : Appx 72 1 
Sitrep 020145 ) 

56. With t he compl etion of t he r e l ief of 1 0 Ind 
Inf Bde on 1 Dec by 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 1 Cdn Corps assumed 
command of the whol e r ight f l ank of Eight h Army from 
exclusive Albe r e t o to tho coast . hS l aid down in a 1 Cdn 
Corps mes s age on 30 Nov1ilfthe b oundar y b a tween 5 Corps and 

~ From right t o l eft 1st Ki ng ' s Dragoon Guards r e li eved 2nd 
Battalion 10th Gurkha Rif l es , the West Nova Sco tia Regiment 
the 4th Battalion (Duke of Connau gh ts Own) 10 th Baluoh 
Regiment, The Royal 22c Regiment the 1st Ba tta l ion Durham 
Light Infantry an d the 1st Ar moured Car Regiment (the Royal 
Canadi a n Dragoons) tho 1st Ba ttalion 2nd Punjab Regi ment. 

Ja( The exact b oundary wa s as f ollows: a ll inclusive 5 Corps 
586169 , 542183, 485210 , 471213, 456220 , 444220 , 422245 , 
440275, 420285 , 405295 , 377312 , 356325, 335338, 330349, 
317357 , 305355, 265378, 



- -

- 30 -

1 Cdn Corps r an from the Montone a few hundred yards s outh 
of Casa Bettin i in a west-north- west direo t i on and over the 
Lamone River 500 yards downstream from Le Tombe (3829) . 
Forward of the Lamone it ran north- west crossing the Canale 
Naviglio about 300 yards north of Granarol o (3532) and on 
to reach the Senio River nearly 3000 yards above Cotignol a 
(3634) (W. D., G. S . , H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps , November 1944 i Appx 
62, 1 Cdn Corps G. o. 218) , At 0145 hours 2 Dec , H. Q. l Cdn 
Corps signalled H.Q. Ei ghth Army the following as the Corps 
in ten ti ons : 

5 Cdn llrmd Div , 12 Cdn Inf' Bde , are attacking t o 
cut Highway 16 area 4942 ••• 1 Cdn Inf Div , 3 Cdn 
Inf Bde will capture Russ i and s ec ur e cross ings 
over River Lamone ••• H hour both divisions 020900 
hours , •• Partisans - 3 ambush partie s will operate · 
east and north eas t of Ravenna . 

(W . D. , G. S ., H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps , December 19441 
hp px 136, G. O. 233) 

The boundary b e tween 1 Cdn Inf Div and 5 Cdn hrmd Div f or 
the first phase of the Cor ps attack followed the line of the 
Scolo Via Cupa (421291) a s far as a point (461336) due south 
of Godo, then swung northwards, passing 1200 yards west of 
Godo (431377) , t o the Lamone River opposite Traversa r a (4237). 
In or der t o facilitate movement i nto the bridgehead the 
Corps boundary was moved t emporari ly appr oxim~tely 2 , 000 
yards to the south-wes t t o include within the Canadi an 
sector t he bridge at 427277. (Ibid : Appx 3 , 1 Cdn Corps 
G. O. 234 ) - -

57. h t 2130 h ours Br i gadi er BernatoQez hel d his 
Orders Group, and final de tai ls f or the initial a ttack wer e 
prepared . H Hour was s e t f or 0900 hours , 2 Dec . On 3 Odn 
Inf Bde front Vlest N.S. R. a nd R. 22e R. wer e or der ed t o 

'advance nor th t o the Lamone and establish a bridgehead over 
t hat river. West N. S . R. would advance t o its ~irs t obje ct
ive the Scol o v i a Cupa (4331 ) whar e it r an due s outh of 
Russi. Fr om this position the batt alion woul d by- pass Russi 
(on the battalion l eft) , cross the r a i l way and capture the 
crossroads on the Via d i Pjangipane 600 ya rds farther north 
~t 448353 ). R. 22e R. was or der ed t o advance paralle l t o 
West N,S ,R., by- pa ss Rus s i t o the west, se cure the line of 
the r ailway (arda 4234 ) nnd advance we s t fr om ther e t o the 
Lalilone (area 4235 ) . It wa s hoped tha t the "Van Doos 11 on 
r eaching the river, might ca pture the railway bridge 
(416352) i ntact by ge tting i n beh ind the enemy , Carlt & 
York R. in r eservo , would be pr epar ed f or the Lamone River 
a ssaul t and was put on one h our ' s not i ce t o move . ~ t H Hour 
4 P.L. D. G. and K. D. G. wer e t o r evert t o command 5 Cdn Armd 
Div• Th,c f or mer unit was t o t ake par t in the armoured 
divisi on~s att ack on the right flank , (Oper ations of 3 Odn 
Inf Bde ; W. D., R. 22e R., De cember 1944 : Appx 73, Ba ttle 
Report on Oper ati ons fr om 31 Nov 44 t o 10 Jan 45) · 

58. Artillery s upport was t o c onsist of a s eri es 
of concenna tions on tho 1.mmedi a t e fr ont with l ater targets 
on call, A number of specified a i r t a rge ts wer e on oall 
fr om 0900 hours t o b e engaged by f ighter b omber a ircraft 
already circling the targe t ar ea , Additiona l a ircraft wer e 
to engage in b ombing .and strafing the 1mmedia t e r ea r of the 
enemy lines f or half an hour sts r ting at H Hour . One t r oop 
of the North Irish Hors e woul d support each batt ali on in the 

• ,.,A 

.----,,_ - - - ·- --- ·=- -
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initial phase and 11 0 11 S~n 12 R. T. R. would be ava ilable in 
reserve. Flame throwing ' c r ocodiles 11 from the last- named 
s quadron were on call, and each battalion was allotted anti
t ank support. (Oper a tions of 3 Cdn Inf Bde) 

59 . Both Canadian divisions went into the a ttaok 
a t 0900 hours 2 Dec . They me t little opposi tion a t the 
start, for, in coni'ormity wi th his method of defens ive 
fighting , the enemy bad r etired during the pr evious n ight 
to a position along the Scolo via Cupa . R. 22e R. wa s 
astride this canal a t the b eginning of the a ttack but s oon 
encountered opposition a long the ne t work of roads and ir
rigation tr enches on the ir f r ont . On t he r ight West N. S . R. 
got two pl a toons a cross the Scolo in the area of a blown 
bridge (432310) a t 1345 h ours , but be caus e of a threatening 
enemy counter attack had to a ssume the def ens ive for sever a l 
h ours , At 1745 h ours, however , this unit launched a two
company a ttack f rom its small bridgehead but moa ting with 
ver y heavy opposi tion withdrew in a short time t o the near 
bank of the canal . As night f e l l R. 22e R. t o the west wer e 
als o he ld up on the s ame gener al line , in spi t e of r epeated 
company a tta cks . Thus , a t tho end of the first days f i ght
ing the brigade had advanced less than 2 , 000 yards . 
( Ibid; W. D., R. 22e R. , 2 Dec 44 ; W.D. , West N. S . R. , 2 Dec 
44/ 

50. The Br igade Commander order ed both battalions 
to cont inue to pr e ss forwar d during the night . Shortly 
a fter 2100 h ours infor mati on wa s r eceived f r om Divisional 
Intelligence tha t the enemy on the l eft flank wer e pr eparing 
to withdra w to the Lamone . Just befor e mi dnight , opposition 
on that f l ank did slacken and both ba ttali ons pr epa r ed for a 
r apid advanc e during the r ema ining hours of darkne ss . Mean
while on the l eft R. C. D. had moved strong pa trols for ward to 
cover t he l eft flank of R. 22e R. (W . D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 
2 De c 44 ; W. D. , R. C. D. , 2 Dec 44 ) 

61. By midnight R. 22e R. advancing aga in and 
with two companies l eading , by- pass e d the enemy ' s str ongl y 
pr epared positions . By dayl ight one company bad r eache d 
t he line of t he r a ilway north of Russi (4333) whe r e it 
waited for the r dma inder of t he batt ali on t o move up . The 
infiltration of the for ward compania s during the n ight made 
it possibl e for the r ear companies and Carl t & York R. 
following up t o ca pture a number of prisoners aft er daylight , 
During the r emainder of the morning R. 22e R. firmed up 
the ir positions just short of the r a ilway l ine in pr epar a tion 
for a fina l advanc e to the Lamone . Meanwhile West N.ti.R. 
made anot he r two- com~any attack acr os s the Scolo via Cupa 
at 0215 hours (3 Dec ) . This time the Nova Sc otia ns me t 
littl e opposition and by dayl ight wer e on the outskirts of 
Russi and had t aken the hamle t of Pezzolo . At 0700 hours 
one company advanc ed to Russi a nd f ound it fr ee of the 
enemy. Immed i a t e l y n orth of the t own, h owever, the bat
tali on wa s again held up by sniper and heavy mortar fir e 
a l ong the line of the r a ilway . (Oper a tions of 3 Cdn Inf 
Bde ; W.D., R. 22e R., 3 De c 44 ; W. D., West N. S. R., 3 Dec 44 ) 

62 . Ea r ly on the morning of 3 De c Br igadi e r 
Smith visited Brigadier Ber na. tche z's Headqua rters and con
gratulated him on the a chievements of his Brigade during 
the night . Bot h Commander s now hoped f or a r a p.id advance 
to the Iamone and t he establishmen t of a bridgehead on the 
other side . R. 22e R. wa s or dered t o move for waf d and s e ize 
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the railway bridge and the r oad bridge (427365) a mile 
farther north . The battalion was urged to make ever y effort 
t o capture these bridges intact and if poss i bl e to cross 
the river . Carlt & York R. would then pass through R, 22e R, 
and establish a firm bridgehead acr oss the Lamone . By this 
time 12 R. T. R. had r elieved N. I . H. ,and Carlt & York R. was 
i n position close behind R. 22e R •. Wes t N. S . R. was or dered 
to continue its advance and cut the railway north of Russi 
in order t o secure the r ight flank of the brigade . (Ibid) 

63 . The advance to the Lamone , however , was not 
to be an easy one . By 1000 hours it was ob vious that t he 
enemy intended to hold the line of the railway on both 
battalion fr onts , West N. S.R. was again halted north of 
Russi while the R. 22e R. company, which had r eached the 
r ailway during the night, was driven from its positions by 
heavy enemy f ire . Brigade Headquarters now made arrange
ments for a fr esh attack by the two battalions c oor di nated 
wi t h an arti llery fire plan t o take place early in the 
after noon . R. 22e R, were t o se cure the fork in the r a il
way then swing left to the river between the two lines . On 
the r ight West N. S.R. would r enew its eff orts t o ge t f orward 
north of Russi whi l e , in the r ear, Carlt & York R, would 
have two companie s standing by in r eadiness to pass through 
and exploi t s uccess . (W,D,, H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Ede , 3 De c 44 ; 
W, D,, R. 22e R., 3 Dec 44) 

64 . At 1400 h ours R. 22~ R. began its att ack and 
quickly crossed the railway at 424341 . The leading company 
then turned l eft t owards the r iver in the triangl e for med 
by the r ailway, but soon mot stiff opposi ti on and by the 
t i me i t r eached the c entre of the triangl e the enemy wGr e 
attacki ng from all sides , Two companias , one on each flank, 
advanced to r elieve the pressure on the forward company but 
without suocass. However, wi th the a id of artiller y and 
mortar fir e the batt alion held its positions . On the right, 
West N. S. R, again was Wlable to get forward . The enemy 
were f i ghti n g hard t o deny the Br igade the nppr onches of the 
Lamone , (W . D., R, 22e R., 3 Dec 44 ; W. D., West N, S . R, , 
3 Dec 44) 

65 . With his brigade sta l emated s ever a l hundred 
yards fr om the river , Brigadier Berna t chez decided t o us e 
Car lt & York R. to c omple t~ the attack to the river l ine ; 
f or i n th e meanti me on 5 Cdn Arma Div front 12 Inf Ede had 
r eached and cut the r a ilway eas t of Godo and were still 
advancing, With the enemy withdrawing on this flank ~ 
br igade night a ttack was s e t for 2130 hours . Carlt & York 
R. was or dered to advance through R. 22e R. and clear the 
river f r om the r ailway n orth t o t he r oad bridge (·127365) . 
West N. S . R. on the right flank was or dered t o attack again 
across the r ailway and se cure the ar ea fl anki ng Car lt & Yor k 
R ~ advance . This night a ttack was t o be supported by artil
l ery conc en trati ons laid down on the ob jectives prior to 
H Hour . On the br i gade left R. C. D. Vias or der ed to patrol 
f orward as f ar as possible and to hold any ground it c ould 
acquire . (W. D. , H;Q. 3 Cdn Inf Ede , 3 Dec 44) 

66 , By the t i me the a tta ck started the whol e 
battle ar ea was c overed with dens e f og, but enemy oppositi on 
had lessened and the two ba ttalions got off t o a good start. 
Both Carlt & York R. and Wes t N;S .R; prodded their way for 
ward overcoming scatter ed r esistanc e and capturing several 
pri s oners . On the right West N.SeR. companies quickly 



- 33 -

ranched thei r objectives and consolidutad their positions . 
At daylight Carlt & York R. with its right f l ank now 
pr otected continued to ba ttle forward , coming under in
cr easingly heavy onemy fire ·t s it app r.:rnched the r i vor . 
Now however enemy posts e"'st of the river wore few in 
number , tho main opposition coraing from his positions on 
the filr b onk . Shortly after dvybr eak lending elcoents of 
the br igade r Goched both the r ailway and rood bridge s but 
found them demolished , with enemy M.Gs . on the far bank 
cover ing tha appro , ches . During the remainder of the mor n
i ng Cnr lt & York R. continued cle~ring tho o r ca between the 
two bridges and ot the s cmo time ende~voured to press 
northwar ds tJWt~rds the inter-di visi ::>nc 1 boundory (see para 
56) . (W . D., West N. S . R . , 3 and 4 Doc <rt.r ; W. D., Corlt &. 
York R. , 3 end~ DQc 4~ ) 

THE Rl!;pULSE OF 1 CDN INF BDE .tt T T...1~ L,.',MONE , 5 DEC 44 

67 . On the morning of 4 Dec the G. O.C, 1 Cdn 
I nf Div orderod 1 Cdn I nf Bdc to ntt~ck through the 3 Cdn 
Inf nde positions end estnblish n bridg~ncnd across the 
Lamone . Br igadier J . n . Calder , E. D., had ~lrendy r ecGived 
advice of the possibility of this operntion and hod pluced 
his units on short notice to movG . The Brignde nt this time 
wos concentr~ ted just west of the Montone in the vicinity 
of Casa Bettini . At 0900 hours Hast & P.E.R. and R. C. R. 
were moved forward to positions behind 3 Cdn Inf Bde while 
pl ans fo r the ottnck we r e being prepared . The Divisional 
Co!ll:ilander, anxious to gst a foothold across the Lrurione , 
or dered tha assault to begin at 1250 hours clong the river 
line between the rona bridge and the rcilwuy bridg0 31. . East 
& P .E. R. war e or dor od t o make the initial attack , and the 
r emaining bottalions of the brig~de wer e moved for ward i n 
or der to exp l oit success . bn ortiller y progrnmme was pr e
pur od to cover the crossing, ~nd a Ti~thy Tc r get arranged 
to cover the c rss through which the ~dvanco b$yond the 
r iver woul d be made . Carlt & York R. would assist the 
cross ing with supporting fire on the flanks . ((H. S.) 
23401 . 0l3(Dl0) : 1 Cdn Inf Bde Report on Oper ations , December 
1 944 ) 

-----·-----·-· ----------------------------
I took sever~l photos of the Lomone at the r a ilway 
bridge (417353) •.• The r nilw:y trovols on a high 
embenkment- l eval with the dyke tops and 20 feet 
nbovG level of surrounding country. This g ives 
commanding view of river . The rive r flood banks 
n r e the highest yot encJuntered {going north- wust ). 
25 foot dykes on land side , 40 foot on river side 
- some cones at river l ovGl - but m~stly grcssy 
b~nks . Footpath ~nd bicycle trnck on top of dykes . 
From the dyke t ops BQgn~ ccvallo is visible bc twoon 
the trees . Fields still small , with 12 inch thick 
poplars supporting th3 vines in the bridg;hecd. 

· ~( rl . ~ .) 903 . 0J3L D~) : Italy -
Topogruphical Notes by Lt- Col 
G. \J . L . Nicholson , Se~tember -
November , 1948 , p . 30 J 
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68 , At 1300 hours Hast & P. E . R. began moving 
forward fr om their start line , a ditch 150 ya rds east of 
the river, but when they wer e within a f ew yards of the 
Lamone they suddenly came under intense mortar and machine 
gun fir e . The dyked river wall in this area was appr ox
i ma t e l y 45 feat high and with the enemy apparently con
trolli n g this obstacle it s eemed impossible for the b a t 
talion to a dvance further. However, with the support of 
our artiller y one company a ttempt ed t o climb the dyke , 
but was again held up by heavy fire . After this second 
att empt the c.o. of the tattalion decid3d that it would 
b e impossible without greater support to make the river 
crossing and accordingly orderod his men t o withdraw. 
(Ib id; W. D. , Has t & P. E . R., 4 Dec 44) 

69. Following the f a ilure of the Hast & P. E.R. ' .s 
a ttack the Brigade Connnander immedia tely called an 11 0 11 

Group and l aid p l ans f or a fresh assa ult in the s ame area , 
Be now intended t o make a two-battalion attack , using Has t 
& P,E.R. on the r ight and R. C. R. on the l eft , during the 
h ours of darkne ss . Behind the assault waves , the suppor t ing 
engineer s would be held in r eadiness t o construct rafts and 
t empor ary brid~es . H Hour was se t f or 0100 h ours 5 Dec . 
Following the 011 Group both batt alions began ma.king the ir 
individual pl ans for the a ttack . Rec onnaissanc e patr ols 
went forward and with grea t diffioulty climbed the dyke t o 
ga in informati on about the depth and width of the river . 
The R. C. R. patrol Commander was drowned in the i cy water , 
when he a ttemp t ed t o swim the river, but his patrol got back 
with the informati on that the water was icy oold and running 
fast , with a depth of five f ee t and a wi dth of 35 , Mean
while an artille r y plan had b een compl e t ed which included 
the fire support o~ four medium r egiments in addition t o 
tha t of the divisiona l field r egimon t s . This plan ca lled 
for a s eries of med ium concentrations a l ong the r oad on the 
far side of tho river from H- 10 until H Bour , with divisional 
fiel d r egiments on the same t argets H- 2 until H plus 10 . At 
H plus 10 the divisional artiller y would lift and until H 
plus 40 engage other pr e- a r r anged t arge ts , followe d by 
targe t s on call . (Ibid; W, D. , R. C. R. , 4 Dec 44 ; ( (H , S . ) 
234Cl . Ol3(Dl0): Has~P.E. R . Report on Op er ations, December 
1944) 

70 . The R. C. R. plan ca llvd f or an attacK across 
the river jus t north of the r ailway bridge . Because of the 
depth of t he r iver assaul t boats wer e t o b o use d for the 
initial c r ossing. 11 D11 Coy was t o bo in charge of t he b oa ts 
and to be r esponsible f or passing the other thro e companies 
of the battal ion over the rivor . 11A11 Coy on the battalion 
right was t o cross and securo the r oad and track junction 
on the l ater al r oad ( 417357) just north of the r a ilway bridge 
whil"El at the same time on 1 ts l eft 11 B11 Coy would move over 
and take up a position jus t f orward of tho l a ter a l r oad near 
the r ailway embankment (415356) . 11 C11 Coy would then pass 
through t o t ake an.ob Jective on the track about 500 yards 
f or war d of "A" Coy . 1 D11 Coy af t er their f errying duti es 
wer e comple ted would cross a nd reinforce the br idgehead . At 
H Hour b oth "A" and 11 8 11 Coys were f erried acr oss by 11 D11 Coy 
under cover of the barr age . On r oaching the other side they 
moved f or ward without oppos ition and r eachod their objeot-
1 ves . One platoon of "B" Coy, howevar, which tried to cros s 
on the partially demolished r ailway bridge , came under u 
t err if ic mortar concentration and was pr act ically wiped out. 
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"C" Coy then crossed without incident but, becoming confused 
i n the darkness , took up a position some dis t anoa beyond its 
t r ue ob j eo ti ve , By fir st l ight 11 D" Coy had passed f our an ti
t ank guns and a j eep across on a Class II r aft and was pre
par ing to move into the bridgehead , (v'/ , D. , R. C. R., 4- 5 Dec 
44 ; Jppx 17, Ba ttle Narr ative Royal Canadian Regimen t) 

71. Up t o this point the R. C. R. operation seemed 
to b e developing into a marked success . Daybreak , however , 
b r ought a heavy fog and indi cations of impending disaster. 
For, i n the course of the night , the enemy had withdrawn 
from the line of the r iver and had t aken up a position a l ong 
the r ail way omban.kmdnt on the l eft flank of R.C . R, Suppor t ed 
by s elf-prope lled guns fir ing through breaches in the dmbank
ment and by machine gwis l in ing the t op , the enemy countor -
a ttacked 11B 11 Coy and soon overran the company headquarter s, 
t aki ng tho Company Commander and other per sonnel prisoner and 
dispersing the platoons , Leaderles s and r educed t o l ess than 
30 men , tha survivor s , many of them wounded , withdrew t o the 
dyke . In the meantime 11 C11 Coy 500 yards b eyond was r e oe iving 
worse trea t ment . Compl e t e l y domina t ed by me.chi ne guns on 
the r a i lwa y embankment and not yet dug in, the compa ny pr e
pared t o make a stand in a l arge stone house . But S . P. gun
f ire brought the hous e down on the def onders' heads and dis 
persed thos e of the c ompany who had not f a llen to the enemy 
machine gun bulle ts, Close b ehind the S . P. gunfire infantry 
deb ouched fr om a b l ow i n the embankmant a nd overran the 
r emainder of t he company . Only same 12 men of " C" Coy 
managed t o extrica t C:1 themselves and f all back t owar ds ""-" 
OoYr . By 1000 hours ther e wer e only t he r educed numbers of 
11 .A 1 Coy r emaining i n the bridgehead . 11 0 11 Coy in the mean
time a ttemp t ed t o move f orward in support but was unable t o 
do s o a s the enemy had anticipated this move and brought 
heavy f ire t o bear a l ong the t op of the dyke . Shortly after
wards "A" Coy effected a withdr awal to the near side of the 
river, abandoning the anti-tank guns which had b een f erried 
across during the n ight • (Ibid ; Galloway , Ma j or Strome , 
E. D. , "55 Axis 11 Wi t h the Royal Ca nadian Regiment 1939- 1945, 
pp 176-79 ) 

72. Meanwhile on thb right flank of the brigade , 
wher e the cr oss ing was pl anned to t ake pl a ce j us t south of 
t ho r oad bridgei, Hast & P. E . R. met an early r evers e whioh 
de layed the ir attack three hours . The two assaulting 
companies f orming up under the near dyke came under our own 
medi\.Dl'l c oncentration and due t o the r esult ant casualties 
and dis or ganization wer e for t he time unable t o pr oceed . 
Battali on Headquarters a t onc e or der ed a fr esh company f or
ward and s e t back H Hour until 0400 hours. Using a n 
Olafson bridge.JI this company ( 11 0 11 Coy ) r eached the far side 
of the river by 0500 h ours, closel y followed b y 11 ~ 11 and ''B" 
Coys . The three companies then moved off t o the right 
t oward their ob j ective a l ong the Via llber goni. They wer e 
s oon he l d up by the en emy , however , who b egan firing from 

K For a bri ef de scription of 11 0Ll\FSON" bridge s ee par a 23. 
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the houses a l ong the r iver r oa d . Then f ollowed the counter
att a ck a ga inst R. C. R. on their l eft and with wir el es s .com
muni cati on cu t off due t o heavy i nterfer enc e the c ompanies 
halted . At this t ime t he ba t tal i on had no anti- tank guns 
across t he r iver t o meet t he thr eat of enemy se l f - pr opel led 
guns and t ank att a ck . Confl i c ting i nformation passed fr om 
company t o c ompany but f i na l l y at 1100 hours all three 
withdrew t o t he east s ide of the river . ( W. D., Has t & P. E. R., 
5 Dec 44 ) 

73 . By midday b ot h R. C. R. and Has t & P. E. R. were 
oonsolida ted on the east bank of the Lamone . Both ba t 
tal ions had l ost h eavily , having s uffer ed over 150 casualties 

J( 
be t ween them i n the short en gagemen t. I t wa s a s er i ous 
se tba ck t o the l Cdn Inf Di v pl ans . (W. D. , H. Q. l Cdn Inf 
Bde , 5 De c 44 ) . Of t he f actors contributing t o t he fail ure 
of the venture the r epor t of R. C. R. s ays : 

The fa ct tha t the enemy had s uper i or ity in 
number s in i nf antr y , wa s suppor t ed by ar mour 
in his att a ck, had a cover ed appr oa ch t o wi thi n 
a f e w hundr ed ya rds of our LEFT pos i tion b y 
means of the r ailway embankmen t , enabl e d him 
t o smash the br idgehead c ompl e t el y . On the 
ot her hand our i nfantry had ver y l ittl e support 
of any kind, a l s o , due t o t he f og could not 
empl oy their PIAT 1s t o th~ bes t a dva nta ge . 

( (H . S . )234Cl . 013 (Dl0) : R. C. R. Report on 
Oper ations , Decemb er 1944 ) 

5 CDN ARMD DTV ADVANCE TO THE IJ~MONE, 2- 5 DEC 44 

74 . While the uni t s of 1 Cdn Inf Di v wer e carry-
i ng ou t t heir f our- day oper a tion (2- 5 Dec) between the 
Montone a nd the Lamone , 5 Cdn /~rmd Di v, a ssisted by the 
Partisans and with Por terfur ce under c ommand, had a ocomplisl'Bd. 
a mor e s pect a cula r oper a t i on on the right f l ank of 1 Cdn 
Cor ps . By nightfa l l on 5 Dao they ho.d c l ear ed the Lamone 
f r om the righ t b oundar y of 1 Cdn Inf Di v a s f ar north a s 
Mezzano on Rout e 16 , out of f and occ upi e d Ravenna and pus hed 
the r etrea t i ng enemy ba ck t owards the wa ter - s oaked fr i nge 
of the Valli di Comma cchio. 

75 , In the l Cdn Cor ps pla n (s ee par a 41) , 5 
Cdn Ar md Div wa s given the t a sk of cutting Route 16 n or th
wes t of Ravenna a nd capturing th~ city. The oper a t i on was 
t o be car r i ed out i n f i ve phases : 

Phase I 

. 

Securing a br i dgehead over the 
MONTONE R i n the ar ea S . PANCRAZIO -
MOLINACCIO 4731 . 

x R. C. R. ca s ua l ties on 5 Dec numb er ed 29 k i lled or d i ed of 
wounds , 16 wounde d and 31 pri s oners of war while Hast & 
P. E. R.1s wer e 15 killed or di e d of wounds , 36 wounded and 
seven prisoner s of war . In a dd i t i on the l a tter uni t had 
one killed and six wounded on 4 Dea . ((H . S . ) l33 . 065(D345) s 
War Re cor ds (D . V. A. ) Casualty Sta t i s t i cs f or t he Campai gn 
i n Ital y , 3 Sep 43 t u 8 May 45) 



Phas e II 

Phas e III 

Phase IV 

Phas e V 
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Capture of GODO (4635) . 

Capture of PI1'iNGIP.ilNE ( 4?38) 

Curring of Highway 16 and s ecuring 
of tho bridge over the Curunl e 
GORETTI (4942) and the bridgo over 
the R. Ll\MONE ( 4744 ) . 

Cnpt11re and cle aring of Ravanna 

(( H. S . } 244C5 . 013(D~ ) : His tory of Ops 
5 Cdn i1 r md Div - CEtp ture of Rave nna ) 

12 Cdn Inf Bde , with "C" Sqn of 9 Cdn hr fild Regt (B . C. D.), 
two companies of Ir R. C. end 16 A. Tk Bty R. C • .1.·l · under com
mand, was g iven the task of c nrrying out Phases 1 - 4 . If 
thi s was accomplished without heavy fi ghting the Brigade 
would a lso clear RQvenna , otherwise 11 Cdn Inf Bde would 
undertake PhEts e V. 12 Ede ' s p l an was co-ordina t 8d with 
tha t of 1 Cdn Inf Div (see par a 54 ) . Sigultaneously with 
3 Inf Bde , 12 Inf Bde was to atta ck fron the bridgehead 
along the nor th bank of the Montone toward S, Pancr a zio . * 
The Br iga de start line wa s situa t ed i n the l a Miseri a ar ea , 
with H Hour set a t 0900 hours on 2 Dec 44 . (W. D., G. S., 
H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div , 1 Dec 44 ) 

76 , The original p l a n for the fi rst phase of this 
opera tion was to l a unch a night assault crossing on a two
bnttalion front opposi te S. Pancrazio with tha t town as 
fi r st objective and Godo as the second . Late r the plan was 
changed and it 'W8S decided to secur e the bridgehead east of 
S . Poncra zio a t Molinaccio by an advanc ~ fron the 10 Ind 
Div bridgehend t o the south to be c o- ordimted with the 3 
Cdn Inf Bde a ttuck . This fl anking drive a l ong the we st bank 
of the Montone would dis~ense with the need for an assa ult 
crossing of the river . l( H.S.) 244C5 . 013(D4 ) : Report on 
Opera tions of 12 Cdn Inf Bde , 1- 6 Dec 44 ) 

? 7. On 1 Dec 12 Cdn Inf Bde r e ceived from 
Porterforce , Westmr R. and G. G. H. G. (W.D. , H. Q, . 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde , De cember 1944 : A?PX 3 , 12 Cdn Inf Bde Oper a tions Log , 
1 Dec 44 ) , This r esulted in the Brigade ' s tnki ng over the 
sector of the front be tween the Ronco c t Longann and the 
Montone i mmediately west of 8 . Pancrazio . On this s ame 
date 4 P . L. D. G. was pl Rced temporar i ly under c ommand 3 Cdn 
Inf Bde for t he pur pose of co- ordi nnting its move into the 
assembly ar ea in the Montone bridgahe ad . (W.D. , G. S . , H. ~. 
5 Cdn ~rmd Div , De cember 1944 : .. ·)PI)X ~9 , 5 Cdn .Armd Div 
Operations Log , 1 De c 44 ) . Prior to the a tta ck Lon & Ren 
Scot R. and "C" Sqn B. C. D. moved into concentrat ion a r eas 
near t he Montone about 2 miles south of Ca.s c Bettini. 
Pla ced in direct support of 12 Cdn Inf Bde wer e 11 Fd Regt 

Country north towar ds S . Pancrazio ( seen from 432f85 ) 
smnll fi elds of gr ain divided by well treod vines , 
e l ms and poplars 20 ft ~pnrt in r ows . From the road 
on top of the west dyke one looks a cross the se fields 
to t he sc a ttered house s of La Misari u . The dyke tops 
ar e t he only points of vantage in this otherwise 
f ea ture less t e rrair- . 

(Ita ly - TopogrBphicnl Notes , .QJl ci1, p . 29 ) 
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R. C. A., 1 Med Re gt R. C. A. and 10 Fd Sqn R.C . E. During the 
night 1/2 Dec G. G. H. G. extended its fronta&e to the left 
when it r elieved 11 8 11 Coy Wes tmr R. ( 12 Cdn Inf Bde Report 
.QI?. cit) 

78. 12 Cdn Inf Bde attack towards San Pancrazio 
and Godo was t o start ( 2 Dec) one hour after 3 Cdn Inf Bde 
opened its offensive t owar ds Rus s i . At H Hour G. G.H. G. 
would revert t o connnand H. Q. 5 Cdn hrmd Di v and 4 P.L. D.G. 
to oonnnand 12 Cdn Inf Bde . bs originally planned the 5 Cdn 
Ar md Div attack was to have been launohed from the line of 
the road running south- ea st from Pe zzolo to the Montone , 
about 3000 yards beyond Casa Be ttini , on a 1000 yard front . 
Due to the failure of the Indian Di vis ion to ga in all its 
objectives , however , the di vis iona l pla n had to be altered 

::e=~~~t ~ggot~=r~!t~~~t~~~!~~t~~Ka :~ha::~~~~e~l;~o~!~ 
for P. L. D. G. to commence the attack a t 0900 hours on a one 
company front a nd as they progressed , and the 5 Cdn Armd Div 
ar ea west of the Montona widened , to broaden out on a two
company front until they r eached the a r ea of the original 
start line , kt this point Lan & Ren Scot R. wa s t o come in 
on the r ight of 4 P. L. D. G. a nd s e cure S . Pancrazio while 
P.L. D. G. headed north- east f or Godo . As soon as the west 
bank of the Montone in the Molinaocio area was cleared by 
Lan & Ren Soot R., bridging oper a tions were to star t there 
and Westmr R. (Mot) was t o cross in assault boats and push 
across country with a ll pos s ible speed towards Piangi pane 
(4738) , Finally the two companicls of Ir R. C. under command 
were t o cross the Montone and f orm a firm base around S . 
Panorazio , As soon as a Class 9 bridge just south of 
Molinaccio (at 471308) was comple ted , supporting arms would 
be moved up to j oin the atta cking battali ons . (12 Cdn Inf 
Bde Report; 5 Cdn Armd Div Oper ati ons Log 2 Deo 44) 

79 . At 0215 hours 2 Dec , 12 Cdn Inf Bde r eceived 
5 Cdn Armd Div G. O. No. 9 which r ead a s follows : 

Intentions , Cut Highway 16 ar ea 4942 . 12 Cdn 
Inf Bde t o a ttack . Centre line S. Pancraz i o 
467320, Godo 4635 , X- r oads 49742 2 . l'.l>jectives 
(1) 3 . PhNCRAZIO 467320 (2 ) Ar ea r oad junction 
477325 - GODO - PIANGI PLNE 4738 - Highway 1 6. 
i nc l usive bridges 499421 and 475441. H Hour 
020900A . 

(12 Cdn Inf Bde Oper ati ons Log ~ cit , 
2 Dec 44 ) 

80 . On 2 Dec the enemy had f our ba ttalions of an 
average s t r engt h of 250 each fac i n g 12 Cdn Inf Bde . The 
western enemy battalion be l onged t o 356 Inf Div and held the 
Montone as far east a s the Pezz ol o r oad which was the approx
imate boundary be tween 356 Inf Div a nd 114 Jae ger Div.K~ The 
remaining three ba t t alions b el onged t o 114 Jae ger Div , which, 
with seven battalions , was r e sponsible for the whol e front 
from that r oad t o the s ea - a distanc e of about 12 mile s . 

K The final start line l ay on a tra ck running from 433294 
t o R. Montone a t 435290, a fr ont of about 600 yards . 

JUlThe road origina lly intended f or the divisional start 
line (see para 78) . 
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As supporting arms the enemy bad an estimated 24 field guns 
of 10 . 5- cm or 15- cm calibre plus five Italian self
propelled assault guns , s ix self- propelled 8 . 8- cm anti - tank 
guns , and several Panther tanks . Already the enemy had 
taken preparatory steps in anticipation of a possible fo r oe·d 
withdrawal from the Ravenna area , Demolitions had been pre 
pared and he had evacuated certain of his base installations . 
But in spite of this and the fact that his right flank was 
already insecure due to our advances beyond the Montone 
farther south, h e made it abundantly clear that he would not 
give up Ravenna without a fight . He continued to maintain 
outposts and to patrol aggressively south of the Montone 
against G. G. H. G. and Westminsters , while his artillery and 
mor t ars, directed from good observation posts b ehind his for
ward def enc es on the nor th bank of the Mon tone, greatly 
r estricted Canadian movement south of the river in this area , 
(12 Cdn Inf Bde Report) 

81 . Like 1 Cdn Inf Div 1s a r ea , the ground over 
which 12 Cdn Inf Bde operated between 1 - 6 Dec was botmded 
t o the south- east and n orth-west by two main waterways , th e 
Montone and La.mane . Here the rivers average 30 feet in 
width and are bor der ed by embankments 25 feet high . Between, 
and r unning paral lel to them ar~ several smaller canals and 
drainage ditches of which the Sool o Via Cupa was the l argest . 
These are narrow and shall ow without embankments and did not 
form serious obstacles . The many second class roads cross 
numer ous water courses which afforded the enemy opportunitie s 
for demol itions . The ground is flat and soft , with few ~ 

trees , Cover , ther efore , existed onl y in buil dings , drain-
age ditches and embankments . (Ibid) 

82 . The night 1/2 Dec found 4 P.L.D. G. disposed 
in 3 Cdn Inf Bde a rea with two companies f orVlard between 
Casa Be ttini and the start line and the remainder of the 
battalion about 1000 yards farther upstream. * ( Ibid ; 5 
Cdn Armd Div Operations Log, 1 Dec 44) . At 0900 hours the 
l eading P. L. D. G. company moved into action , inmediatel y 
coming under heavy machine gun fire , as did a second company 
which commenced edging f or ward shortl1 after the attack 
started . (W. D., 4 P. L. D. G., 2 Dec 44) , By 1030 hours 
advanced element s r eached the Pezzol o road where they 
enc ounter ed some enemy opposition . (12 Cdn In!' Bde Oper
a tions Log, 2 Deo 44) . Shortly after as the fr ont broaden eri' 
out , P.L. D. G. began to advance with two c ompanies up . As t he 
af t ernoon wor e on, despite persistent enemy machine gun fir e , 
they gradually str engthened their positions astride the 
Pezz ol o road. During this time no assistance was forth
c oming fr om the tonks, which were hold up compl e t e l y by 
mines and orator s in tho r oad . Enemy r es istance increased , 
especially on the right f l ank where be made a str ong eff ort 
to maintain his hold on the river and by 1715 h ours the lnlit 
had made n o further go.ins . In the eigh t hours s ince the 
connnencement of the att a ck P. L. D. G. had· advanced about 2500 
yards . (Ibid; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operati ons Log, 2 Dao 44 ; 
W. D., 4 P ,L.D. G., 2 Dec 44) . 

83 . Meanwhile at 1200 hours Lan & Ren Scot R. 
crossed the Montone over 1 Cdn Inf D1v 1s bridge and by 1620 
hours was concentra ted in rear of P. L. D. G. (5 Cdn Armd Div 
Operations Log, 2 Dec 44) . In tha afternoon the Brigade 

x Comp~nies at 433288 , 428286 , 433273 and 422270 . 
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Commander , Brigadier J . S.H. Lind, D. S . O. , visited the for
ward area t o gain a first hand impression of the situati on 
and befor e l eaving made plans f or an attack t o start at 
1800 h ours . Lan & Ren Scot R. wer e now moved up on the 
P. L.D. G. right flank a nd the two battalions were put ·in 
readiness f or a push f orward - P. L. D. G. north to Godo and 
Lan & Ren Sc ot R. n orth-east to S. Pancrazio . (12 Cdn 
Inf Bde Report ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Opera t i ons Log, 2 Dec 44 ) 

84. In the meantimo a subsidiar y attack mountetl 
by Westmr R. aga inst the German left f l ank on the Montone 
had a chieved a fair measure of success . Early in the 
morning H. Q. 12 Cdn Inf Bde , with ihe intention of diver t
ing some of the ene my strength from the area of the main 
attack , order ed Westmr R. to cross the Montone opposite 
S , Pancrazio . At 1 000 h ours , unde r cover of a heavy f og 
which htmg over the river f l ats throughout the morning, 
el ements of one company c ommenced t o inf±l\ r ate to the 
opposi t a bank .K Initially the passage of the river was 
made in assault boats manned by drivers and batmen. la ter , 
however , a numb er or these b oa ts were fastened t oge ther 
to f or m a bridge . As recorded in the f ollowing passage 
from their War Diary the Westmins t ers encountered c ompar 
atively light opposition. 

Enemy sniper s were active during the early stages 
of the cross ing and mortaring c ontinued a ll day. 
Some casualties wer e inflicted on 11C11 and 11 A11 Coys , 
chiefly by mortar and shell fir e , A number of 
enemy were kill ed and 21 prisoner s tak en . The 
N.c.o. who was r esponsibl e for the defenc e of the 
s ec tor said that our attack had b een quite un
expec t ed a~d befor e they coul d muster their defence 
they wer e b ea t en . 

(W . D. , Wes tznr R. , 2 Dec 44) 

Stiffer opposi ti on deve l oped in the vicinity of S . Panorazio, 
but des pi ta this the .. les tmins ters made good progr ess and by 
1855 hours had one company in the buil tj--up ~rea at the 
wes ter n end of the village with a secon<l closing in farther 
to the right . During the night (2/3 Dec) the engineer s 
er ected a Cl ass 9 F . B. E. (at 471308 ) about 600 yards above 
the r oad at Molinaccio , This was r eady f or use at 0930 hours 
3 Dec and the tmit transport and ba ttalion headquar t er s were 
moved across the river . Ir R. C. took over the a r eas s outh 
of the Monton e vacated by Wes tmr R, (Mot) . (Ibid , 3 Dec 44 ; 
12 Cdn Inf Bde Report : 1 2 Cdn Inf' Bde Operations Log 3 Dec 
44 ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operations Log, 3 Dec 44) . 

85 . The 4 P. L. D. G. and Lan & Ren Sc ot R. a ttack 
s t a r t ed at 1800 hours and by midnight the two uni t s were 
about 2000 yards south- west of San Pancraz i o . At this t ime 
Westmr R, was clos ing in on that vill age fr om t wo sides ~ At 
0525 hours Lan & Ren Sc ot R. contac t ed the l eft flank of 
Westmr R, (12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 2- 3 Dec 44 ) , On 
the br igade l eft , at this time , P. L. D. G. wa.s within 500 
yards of t he Russi - San Pancra zio r oad . At 0800 h ours 
el emen t s of both Lan & Ren Scot R. and Westmr R. were in San 

K The crossing Vias made a t 470308 (5 Cdn Armd Div 
Opera t i ons Log, 2 Doc 44 ) . 
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Pancrazio , the first-named unit continuing t hrough the 
village north t owards Godo . Oppositi on during the mor ning 
pr oved light and shortly af t er midday l eading el ement s of 
the Scottish Regiment r eached tha l ine of tho Scol o via 
Cupa , which was found t o be a small drainage canal with 
dykes onl y five f ee t high . ( 5 Cdn J,.rmd Div Operati ons Log, 
3 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf' Bde Report) 

86 ~ During the earl y afternoon Br igadier Lind 
visited all units in the brigade and issued orders for the 
next stago of the att ack . Lan & Ren Sco t R. was to advance 
along the axis of the San Pancrazio - Godo road with Godo 
as i ts objective . 4 P. L. D. G. was to move acr ~ss country 
around the right f l ank of the Lanarks and cut the Ravenna -
Godo r oad about 1000 ynrds east of Godo . For the t ime being 
Westmr R. would b e in r e serve , but the tmit would eventually 
pass through 4 P . L. D. G. t o capture Piangipane . (12 Cdn Inf 
Bde Report) 

87 . P. L. D.G. had its two forward companies at the 
Sool o via Cupa a f ew hundred yards wes t of t he Godo r oad by 
1445 hours . 'Shortly after these passed over t he canal and 
turned east to cross the smaller Scolo Pisinello just above 
its confluence with the via Cupa . By 1545 hours P. L. D. G. 
was 1000 yards beyond the l ine of the Pisinell o . Under only 
light mortar and machine gun fire the l ea ding company now 
made a rapid oross - oountry march and by 1605 hours had cut 
the main road to Ravenna j ust east of Godo (5 Cdn Armd Div 
Operations Log , 3 Dec 44). By 1730 hours all four squadrons 
wer e across this road and astride the railway where thay 
consol idated awaiting further order s , .Meanwhile Lan & Ren 
Soot R. had not made quite as rapid progr es s as its sister 
unit and , at 1545 h ours , was s till south of the Scolo via 
Cupa held up by mortar and machine gun fir e . By 1730 hours, 
however , all companies of the La.narks had finally crossed 
the canal while the l ead sub- units were about 1200 yards 
south of Godo . During the following two hours the Lanarks 
brought t he r emainder of the battalion forward to the 
vicinity of Godo and firmed up with two companies in the 
eastern built-up sector and two just south of the railway. 
(Ibid ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 3 Dec 44) . It had 
b een a mos t successful aft ernoon for 12 Odn Inf Bde • 

•• • for the speed and suddenness of our advance had 
carried it through the enemy's de l aying line EAST 
of R. LAMONE {which was in fact the line of the 
r ailway running through GODO) . RAVENNA itself 
b ecame badly outflanked and the enemy manning the 
R, MONTONE EAST of SAN PANCRAZIO and SOUTH of the 
GCDO - RAVENNA railway line was faced with the 
choice of a ver y hasty and disorganized withdrawal, 
or the near certainty of b eing compl e t ol y cut off . 
Is.tor events proved tha t he chose the for mer course. 

(12 Cdn Inf Bde Repor t) 

88. With a view t o increasing the threa t to enemy 
t r oops in the Ravenna area and of faci litating t he drive 
n orth of Westmr R. to Piangipane , Brigadier Lind a t 1830 
hours or dered P. L. D. G. to seize a posi tion as trid~ the 
Pia ngipane - Russi r oad north of Godo and be prepared to 
exploit t o fiangipane . Unfortunate ly P. L.D.Ge . wero unabl e 
t o complete this task that night (3/4 Dec) , most of which 
tbey spent in company with Lan & Ren Scot R. in moppi ng up 
Godo and cons olidating the brigade hol dings north and east 
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of this town , in the cours e of th is activity having several 
light skirmishes with the enemy~ (Ibid) 

89. During the aft ernoon the Westminsters re-
mained i n the s . Pancrazio a r ea , and ax 1600 hours moved off 
directly across country towards Piangipane . Tliey wer e 
heavily loaded , for they facod a seven- mile move total ly on 
foot with l ittle prospec t of transport being able to follow 
i mmediatel y . In spite of a thick f og and the absence of 
landmarks they made good progress , and by 1930 hours had 
crossed the Scolo via Cupa and r eached a point only a few 
yards shor t of the road vie. de l Godo. There they hal ted 
long enough t o check their position and r eport it to 
Brigade Headquarters . Due to difficulties with t he wirel ess 
this pr oved to b e their last c ontact with br i gade until 
0600 h ours the next morning (4 Dec) . Another 3000-yar d 
mar ch over the flat , muddy ground brought them at 2330 hours 
to the Ravenna - Godo r oad , a mile eas t of Godo . From ther e 
two companies continue d forward along the s econdary road 
l oading north t o Piangipane . Battalion Tactica l Hea dquarters 
and the bal ance of the tmit r emained b ehind in a house near 
the r oad jl.mction . Ther e shortly before midnight a sentr y 
r eported vehic l es coming down the main road from the dir-
e o tion of Ravenna . 

All l ights wer e extinguished and ever yone looked 
" t o his arms 11 • Major F. Shawcros s was at the 
window counting them and r eported 15 vehicl es of 
all types aoc ompanied by infantry on foot . The 
colunm passod b y but some movement near the door 
dre~ the attent ion of three offic ers who wer e 
br inging up the r ear e One of thes e came toward 
the hous e calling in German . The c.o. who was in 
the door way to meot him, eased the bolt of his . 30 
carbine f orward and pul led the trigger , but the 
weapon f ail ed t o fi r e . The offic er grappled with 
the c. o. , but s ever a l shots from other weapons 
quickly stopped him and he fell dead onto the f l oor. 
Whon this firing broke out the column of vehicles 
mado off down the r oad towards GODO . The house 
was evacuated b y TAC HQ who t ook up a position in 
the CANALETT/~ DEL GODO which r an n orth and south 
i.mmedia tel y behind the house . It wa s now about 
2400 hours . i. t about 0010 the vehicles came back 
in our direction stopped a short di stance down the 
r oad and sho t the area up with 7 . 5 om guns and 
M. Gs , , ca us i ng S P.Vbl~l c~sualties . When they 
started to c ome past thq h ouse the fir st, a half• 
track got by , but the folll"\wing five were all 
knocked out . Two of the vehioles (SEMOVENTE 7 . 5 
cm Assault Guns • • • ) continued to fire their 
machine guns , but no further casual t i es were caused. 
Ot herwis e the vehicles had been very effectively 
knocked out b y the PIAT men of " B" and Sp Coys •• • 
then c onnnenced "mopping up " oper ations , the final 
score be i ng 10 killed , four wounded and 23 
pris oner s ••• Two tanks wer e knocked out ~nd thr ee 
hal f - t r acked r ecce vehicles wer e taken . Three of 
our men wer e killed and f our woundad . 

(W .D. , Westmr R. (Mot ) , 3 Dec 44) 

Meanwhile the two lead ing c ompanies , on hearing th~ sound 
of figh ting b ehi nd them, had halted und taken up a fi r m 
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position in some houses about a half-mile to the north . On 
contacting Battal ion Headquarters they received orders to 
r emain where they were until morning when they were to 
resume the advanc·e to Piangipane . ( Ibid : 5 Cdn Armd Div 
Opera tions Log , 3- 4 Dec 44; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 
3- 4 Deo 44 ) . 

90 . During the day Ir R. C. , given the task of 
guarding the r ight flank and picqueting the area between 
S , Pancrazio and Godo to intercept enemy troops attempting 
to escape to the west from the pos i tions south o~ Ravenna, 
moved over the Montone into the area vacated by the West
m.insters . Early on 4 Dec the Enginears opaned the San 
Pancrazio - Godo road and much urgently r equired unit trans
port, two squadrons of t anks, and a battery of anti-tank guns , 
pr oceeded to Godo . (12 Can Inf Bde Report) 

91. The morning of 4 Dec found Lan & Ren Scot R. 
in full control of Godo and the northern and western ap
proaohes to it. Just east of the town 4 P. L. D. G. was still 
in posi ti on astride the r oad connecting Godo and Ravenna , 
while t o the North- east Westmr R. was advancing towards 
Piangipane . The whole of 9 Cdn Armd Regt (B. C. D. ) was now 
under connnan d of the brigade, with two squadrons in Godo and 
another i n support of Westmr R. Brigade now ordered P.L.D . G. 
to move east a long the road to Rav~nna , consolidate in and 
around s . Michel e (4936 ) , and patrol towar ds Ravenna . 
After meeting some enemy r esistance the battalion consol
idated at s . Michele . At this pl a ce the unit received 
information from partisan sources that t he enemy had cleared 
out of Ra venna during the night 3/4 Dec and that 27 L. were 
advanoing from the south into that city against little op
positi on . 4 P. L. D. G. therefore sent two of its squadr ons end 
a squadron of B.C . D. t anks to enter Ravenna from the north
west and link up with 27 L. P. L.D. Gs . advanc ed rapidl y along 
the r oad meeting with no opposition until they wer e within a 
f ew hundred yards of the r ail way crossing on Route 16 when 
they encount ered a Panther tank . This was quickl y dealt with 
by the guns of the B. C. D. squadron and the advanc e continued . 
Shortly after the infantry and thei r suppor t ing armour 
parted company when a b l own bridge over the Scol o via Cupa 
barr ed the way for ward t o the latter . P. L. D. G. continued 
into Ravenna on fo ot and at 1700 hours linked up with 27 L. 
in Garibaldi Squar e , The senior squadron connnander 4 
P.L. D. G. , Maj D. J . Burke , was appointed Garrison Commandant , 
and the t wo squadr ons of this tmit , after securing the tovm , 
moved into its outer edges in order to avoid needl~ss 
casualties fr om the many mines and b ooby traps the enemy had 
left in his withdrawa l . Earl ier that afternoon the West
minsters supported by tanks of B. C. D. enter ed and cleared 
Piangi pane . The e nemy ensconced in houses a l ong the approa oh 
r oad and ba cke d by mortar and S . P ~ f ire had put up a stirf 
fight . In the fighting, one enemy S . P. was destroyed and 
another captured whil e one tank belonging to B. C. D. was 
knocked out . (Ibid ; W. D., Westmr R. (Mot ), 4 Dec 44 ; 5 Cdn 
Armd Div Operations Log , 4 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations 
Log 4 Dec 44) 

92 . With the fa l l of Ravenna and wi th the right 
f l ank of 12 ·Cdn Inf Bde clear , apar t f r om small enemy 
pockets and groups of stragglers , 5 Cdn Armd Div was able t o 
concentrate its attention on the Lamone between Route 16 and 
1 Cdn Inf Div boundary( particularly on the bridge over this 
river a t Mezzano (4743) . By 1600 h ours 4 Dao , 12 Cdn Inf Bde 
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had consolidated on a triangle formed by Godo , Piangipane 
and S . Michele : Lan & Ren Seo~ R. ware in the Godo area, Westmr 
R. at Piangipane with advanced e l ements a t Bor go Fusara , a 
hamle t a mile t o the north of Pi angipan e , where they were in 
c ont act with the enemy while 4 P. L. D. G. wa s at s . Michele 
with two sub- uni t s in Ra venna . A s quadr on of B. C. D. wa s with 
each of the ba tta l ions i n t heir r e s pec tive areas . At this 
stage 11 Cdn Inf Bde passed thr ough Westmr R. with Perth R. 
on the right boaded t owards Osteria (4942 ) on Rout e 16 and 
Ir R. C. on the l eft directed on Mezzano , The inter - briga de 
boundary between 11 and 12 Cdn Inf Bdes r an from just north 
of Piangipane a l on g t ho Via Macca l one t o the cross r oads at 
474398 thence a l ong the Vi a della Cana l a t o opposi t a Bergo 
Villanova (443406 ) on the Lamono River . (12 Cdn Inf Bde 
Report) 

93 . This l eft 12 Cdn Inf Bde wi th a f r ont of over 
3000 yards facing the Lamone be tween 11 Cdn Inf Bde on the 
right and 1 Cdn Inf Div on the l e ft . The brigade task n ow 
was to mop up this area t o the wos t b ank of the river , 
Li t t l e difficulty ~as experienced in this final stage of the 
operations which was carried ou t by We stmr R. on the right 
and Lan & Ren Scot R. on t he l oft . In the r ear of the 
brigade s ector 4 P. L. D. G. and 3 Cdn Armd Re ece Regt assisted 
by groups of l oca l partisans clear ed ou t en emy r emnants wh ich 
had b een by- passed in t he a dvanc e . By 6 Dec Brigadier Lind 
had one company of Wes tmr R., right, a nd two of Lan & Ren 
Scot R., l eft, a l on g the l a t er a l r oad east of the Lamone in 
the sector opp osite Borgo di Villanova and Traversara . The 
remaining elements of thes e units and P. L. D. G. were still in 
the Piangipane - Godo - San Michel e area . Thus disposed the 
brigade was able t o r est one unit and portions of two ot bersK 
(Ibid) 

94 . On 5 and 6 Dec 12 Cdn Inf Bde ha d a quie t 
time , with only light s helling and mortari ng. Th.ar e we r e no 
mor e enemy troops east of the Lemone in itB ar ea and n ormal 
patrol activity a l on g the near bank was all that wa s ne•e~ 
sary. In f our days {2 - 5 Dec) t he brigade had f ought its 
way fr om the Montone t o the Le.mon o over ground tha t was 
difficult and in weather t ha t wa s f or the most part very 
inclement . The Brigade Re port shows 1 60 pris oners and a 
large amount of 0nemy equi~ent cap tured aga ins t own casual-
ties of slightly over 100 . (Ibid ) 

K Brigade Headquarter s was at 469357; 4 P. L. D. G. Headquarters 
493365 and compani es a t 476358, 517382 , 4 95368; Westmr R, 
(Mot) Headquarter s 4?43?8 and companies a t 449394 , 481387; 
Lan & Ren So ot R. Headquarter s 478363 and companies at 
435382 1 448387 , 446377, 454365 . (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report) 

Kil. The f ollowing figures r eveal an inter esting similarity 
between the casualtie s suffered b y the infantry units of 
12 Cdn Inf Bde and those of 3 Cdn Inf Bde during the three 
days 2- 4 De c. 

12 Gdn Inf Bde 3 Cdn Inf Bde 
Killed or 
Died of Wounds 23 28 
Wounded 83 76 
Prisoner l 
Total 107 104 

(Casualty Sta tis t i cs - I t ali an Campa ign .2E cit) 
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95. Meanwhil e on 3 Dec 11 Cdn Inf Bde had oom-
menoed to move f orward from i t s r eser ve p os i ti on in Cervia . 
The plan was f or 11 Cdn Inf Bde t o c onc entra t e in r ear of 
Westmr R. a nd when that unit had s ecured Piangipane t o 
pass through on a two batta lion front. on the right Perth R., 
directed a l ong t he Via di Pi angipene t o Route 16 , and Ir 
R. C. on the l e ft, headed north t owards the t own of Mez zano 
on the Lemone River . Shortl y after midday on the 4th the 
Brigade Commander , Brigadi er I . S . J ohnston, issued his or ders 
t o his unit c onnnanders and at 1730 hour s his two l eading 
battali ons began t o pass through the Westminsters . On e 
troop of t anks of 9 Cdn Armd Regt (B . C. D. ) wa s pla ced with 
each of the advancing battulions . (W . D. , H. Q. 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde , 4 Dec 44 ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Oporations Log , 4 Deo 44 ) . 
On the Brigade l eft Ir R. C. adv'lnoed a.gains t machine gun 
and mortar fir e a l on g the r out e Via Ma cca l one , Via 
Mantraversa and Via delle .Ammoni t e t o Mezzano . The bridge 
at Villanova (4541) was b l own on their approach as was the 
bridge at Mez zano . By fir st l ight on 5 De c the r egiment was 
firm i n t he ar ee of Mezzano and f acing up t o the Lamone on a 
2 , 000 yard fr ont south of the t own . Meanwhile Perth R. , 
enc ount ering only moderate r es i s t ance a l ong Via di Piang1pane , 
made similarly good progress and at ~]00 h ours , 5 Dec , r eached 
Osteria on Route 16 . At 0500 h ours 5 Doc the unit r eported 
all compani es established in the area of Os teria and the 
r oad back t o Piangipane open t o tra ffic . (5 Cdn Armd Div 
Report , ££cit; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operations Log, 5 Dec 44 ) . 
During the same morning c . B. Highrs advanc ed and t ook up 
positions on the latera l r oad Via Delle hmrnonite be tween Ir 
R. c . and the inte r - brigade b oundary (see para 92) , (W.D. , 
H.Q . 11 Cdn Inf Bde , De cember 1 944 : Appx 8 , Report on Oper
a tions 11 Cdn Inf Bde , 2~27 Dec 44 ; W. D., C. B. Hi ghr s , 5 Deo 
44) . In the s e positi ons 11 Cdn Inf Bde spent the ba l anc e of 
5 and 6 Deo patrolling , i mpr oving its positions and , in s o 
f ar as possible , r e sting in pr eparati on f or the impend ing 
attack over the Lamon e River . 

THE FALL OF ~VENN/,, , 4 DEC 44 

96 . h lthough on 1 De o Ravenna had not ye t been 
cap tured it was being closely threa t en ed . Less than three 
miles t o the s outh, Porterforce was engaged in mopping up 
the l ast enemy r emnants s outh of the Flu.mi Uniti . Be tween 
the Ronco and Montone rivers, s outh- west of t he city, 5 Cdn 
Armd Div was making fina l pr epar ati ons t o l a unch 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde into an a ttack designed t o cut Rou t e No . 16 t o the nor th
west and en t er and clear Ravenna itself. On this da t e 
Porterfor oe , n ow oper ating under direct command of 5 Cdn 
Armd Div , was dispos ed with P. P. A. on the right near the 
coast , 2721 Sqn R. b . F . Regt and 27 L. in the c entre as tride 
Route 16 ab out a mile south of the Fiumi Uni ti, while e l emen ts 
of 27 L. cover ed the near bank of the Ronco River t o the 
l eft boundary . Across the river , near the village of 
Longana ,Al ay the n ow right flanking unit of 12 Cdn Inf Bde , 
G. G. H. G. (W.D . PorterforcG, 29 Nov 44 ; (H . S . ) 22401.013 
(Dl6): 1 Cdn Corps Sitrep , 1 Dec 44 ) (See Mnp ?. ) 

* Three units had passed fr om 1Uldor c ommand Porterforo e that 
mor ning (l Dec ); K. D. G. t o 1 Cdn Inf Div , Westmr R. and 
G. G. H. G. t o 12 Cdn Inf Bde . (W . D. , Porterforoa , 1 De c 44 ; 
(H. S. ) 224Cl . 015 (D2) : 1 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 1 Dec 44 ) 
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97 . Be tween 1 and 3 Dec Porterforo e continued 
to patrol activel y over the mil e or s o of country lying 
between 1 ts for war d pos1 ti ons and the Fiumi Uni ti . During 
the late after noon of 1 De c a squadr on of 27 L. had a sharp 
fire fight with enemy troops in houses (533317) alon~ the 
east ba nk of the Ronco some dis t ance downs tream from Lon gana . 
Subsequently the en emy shelled the Lanc er s and succeeded in 
hitting an armoured car and kil ling the s quadr on l eader . ·In 
addition he shelled and mor tared t he sugar factory through
out the day, On the f ollowing day (2 Dec) a c omb ined 
P.P.A. - partisans patrol t o the mouth of the Fiumi Uni t i 
f lushed an enemy outpost (a t 661344 ) killing two and taking 
12 P.W. The enemy made hi s l as t eff ort in this area on 3 
Deo when his patrols appear ed near the mouth of the Uniti 
and eaa t of the Ronc o near its junction with the Canale del 
Moli no . In b o th oa s es he suffer ed l osses in wounded and 
P. W. (Porterforce , .QI?. cit, 1 t o 3 Dec 44 ) . Ther e was 
11 ttle change in Por t er f orce pos itions during these fi r st 
few dais of the month . (l Cdn Corps Sitreps, 30 Nov - 3 
Dec 44) 

98 . The intenti on of Porterforce f or 4 Dec was 
t o seize t he juncti on of the Uniti and Ronc o, oommenoe an 
envel oping movement wi th P. P. A. fr om the mouth of the 
forme r r iver and at the same time demonstrate in the centr e 
up Rout e No . 16 . That night (3/4 Doc), h owever , pers onnel 
of Porterforoe heard h eavy explosions from the direction of 
Ravenn~ and early in the morning 27 L. r e ceiv ed a repor t 
from partisan s ources that the Ger mans ha d evaoua t ed the 
oity a t 0700 h ours . By 1100 hours Porter f oroe patrol s 
across the Fiumi Uni ti had r eached the Scol o Lama on 
Rout e 67 without sighting the enemy . Shortly after 27 L. 
b e gan crossing the Uniti n ear Rout e 16 in assault b oa ts , 
while other 27 L. e l ements and P. P.A. c oDmlenc ed moving up 
b oth banks of the Uni t i fr om its mouth . Meanwhile the 
patrols had c ontinue d the ir advanc o into Ravenna and at 
1500 h ours a r r ived in Gariba ldi Squar e, wher e they r eceived 
a good welcome fr om the popul a ao . Ther o a t around 1700 
h ours they wer e j oine d b y t he two squadr ons of P. L. D. G., 
whose march t o the city was menti oned earlier (para 91) . 
By this time the main b ody of Porterforce was in the city. 
As a r esul t of the efforts of the partisans af t er the 
German withdrawal , the r e gular f orces f ound tho city quie t 
and orderly. (Porterforc~ , 3 and 4 Doc 44 ; 1 Cdn Corps 
Sitrep , 4 Dec; (H.s . ) 224Cl . 013 (Dl4 ): 1 Cdn Corps Ops 
Stunmary 'No . 42 , 4 Dao 44 ) . On the oth er h a nd the enemy 
l eft Ravenna well mined a nd b ooby- trappe d , r oads b l ocked 
with f elled trees, and in additi on had demolished every 
bridge l eading into the c i ty . 

99. The f a ll of Ra venna , one of the oldest t owns 
1n Italy and t he oapi t a l of Roma gna province , x t o f orces 

K Ravenna was origina lly a l agoon-city and a seapor t , like 
Venice , and is now connected with the sea by a canal six 
mile s l ong. It was enlar ged by Augustus as a harbour f or 
the Adriatic fl ee t , The pr osper i t y of Ra venna b egan in 
402 1 when the Imperia l court , converted t o Christianity, 
t r ansfer red its s eat fr om Milan t o this safer lagoon- city. 
During the stor my t imes of the barbarian migrati ons , under 
Hon or iua ther e wa s great building a c t ivity a t Ravenna, and 
the art of mosa ic dec orati on was zeal ously practis ed , 

(Baedecker' s Italy - f r om th~ hlps t o Na plos, 
pp 137-8) 
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under command 1 Cdn Corps drew considerable attention. 
General H.D.G. Crerar, G. O. C, -in- C. First Cdn Army, sent 
a pers ona l mes sage of . congratulations : 

~ 

Desir e you convey all ranks 1 Cdn Corps the 
inter est, support and congratulations of all 
ranks First Cdn Army on results of 1 Cdn Corps 
r ecent operation s vicinity of Ravenna . Keep 
it up . Driva on and finish him off , 

(W.D., G.S . Br anch , H. Q, 1 Cdn Corps, 
17 Dec 44 ) 

As a provincia l capital, the city was impor t ant politically 
~nd was expected t o pr esent many unusual security prob l ems . 
fI1 view of this a spec i a l security force , known as "Basf orce 11

, 

took over Ravenna from P.L. D.G. and Porterforce earl y on 5 
Da o. Basfor ce consisted of t wo fi eld secur i t y sections » one 
port security section, two fiel d security reserve de t ach
ments, C. L. and P. W. B. r epr esent atives , a guard force of 20 
O.Rs fr om 522 Italian Guard Battal i on , and 90 Car abini eri • 

. In c onnnand was Capt Basil Foreman, G. S.O. 3 I(b), of 1 Cdn 
Corps . (Ibid, 5 Dec 44 and Appx 70, Basforce Security 
Oper ati ons in Ravenna , 16 Deo 44) 

100 . One of the first t asks of Basforce was to 
organize the l oca l partisans to man check points and assist 
in the movement of supplies . Until l ate on 6 Dec, when the 
bridges on Route 16 t o the north and over the Uniti to the 
south wer e compl e t ed , a ll s upplies had to be f erried into 
the city. For this purpose the loca l partisans , a lthough 
"short on discipline and l ong on exer cise of their own 
judgment" provided "willing por t er s f or r ations which had' 
t o be f erried in t o the tune of about t wo tons 11 (Basf oroe 
Operations .Q12. cit). W1th the arrival of the partisan 
l eader, Maj or Bulow, and Major D.M. Hea ly of 1 Cdn Corps on 
6 Dec the disc ipline and usefulnes s of the partisans greatl y 
increas ed . On the f ollowing day Major Bulow addressed a 
parade of all par tisans as a result of which the 11 irregulars 11 

t urned in their a r ms or left them at home ther eaf t er . In 
the meantime Navy r epr esentatives had examined the port 
fac i lities and f ound that the Allied bombing and the German 
demolitions had r endered them practically useless . It was 
n ot until 9 Dec that an A. M. G. Refugee Centre was in oper-
a ti c~ and as a r esul t the Basfor ce Collection Centre , set up 
for the interrogation and sor t ing of per sons stopped a t 
c ontrol points, f ound itself with a l ar ge number of civilian 
refugees on its hands and no feeding facilities. The 
civilians of Ravenna wer e generally friendly and helpful to 
Basforc~ while the earl y arrival of provost personnel 
guarded age.inst l oo ting and misbehaviour by the troops, and 
in the first week onl y one c omplaint was lodged by a civ
ilian. By 10 Deo when Basforce was dissolved about 60 
political prisoner s had been dealt with, ha l f of whom would 
have t o be released for l ack of evidence, (Ibid) 

101. In the days immedia tel y following i ts arrival 
in. Ravenna Porterforc e patrolled widely t o the north an d 
n orth-west. The enemy had destr oyed the bridges over the 
waterways n orth of the city but by 6 Dec a pontoon bridge for 
j eeps was in pl a ce across the multi ple canal system (at 
575420) on the r oad that runs nor· th into the marshlands , 
During 7 Dec P, P. A. pa trols pushed nlong this r oad t o within 
two mil es of the village of Mandriole (5852) on the Canale 
di Bonifica , They f ound that although the enemy had not 
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mined the road he had demol ished t wo of its bridges . The 
last fighting within the city took place on 5 Deo when 
P.L. D. G. and Porterforoe in a joint a ction liquidated an 
enemy foroe in a f ort. {l Cdn Cor ps Operations Log, 5 - 7 
Dec 44 ; 1 Cdn Corps Ops Summary No . 4 3 , 5 Dec 44 ; W. D., 
Porterforoe , 5 - 7 De c 44) 

102 . On 7 De c , the conduct of operations over the 
whol e of the ar ea between Route 1 6 and t he s ea became the 
r esponsibility of H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde and a t 1400 hours 
Porterforce pa ssed to under command tha t Headquarters . On 
the same day Lt- Col Horsbrugh- Porter lost 2721 Sqn R. A.F. 
Regt to under command I/1 .S . H. Although Porterforce now 
consisted of onl y 27 L. and P. P. A., it continued to exist 
as a s eparate force until 10 De c and to play an important 
part i n the pr otection of the extensive and thinl y- held 
right sector of l Cdn Corps . (W , D. Porter force , 7 Dec 44 ; 
W. D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 7 Dec 44 , 5 Cdn Ar md Div Oper
ations Log , 7-8 Dec 44) 

OPERATIONS OF GOVERNOR GENERli.L ' S HORSE GUARDS, 
1-5 DEC 44 

103 . Meanwhil e on 1 Dec, 3 Cd.n Armd Reece Regt 
(G. G. H. G.), with the task of covering the divis iona l right 
f l ank b etween 12 Cdn Inf Bde and Porterforce , r e l ieved 
Westmr R, in the s ector between Longana on the Ronco and 
Molinaocio on the Montone . As will be remembered (par a 
38) 11 0 11 Sqn G.G. H.G. had hel d thG Longana position atzice 
25 Nov . It now ext ended to the l eft al ong La Canal a as 
f a r as the Via Pugli es e while a t the same time a second 
squadron estab l ished troop positi ons covering the north 
bank of the canal as far as the roa d running south- east 
from MolinRccio . (1 Cdn Corps Opor ations Log, 1 Dec 44 ; 
1 Cdn Corps Sitrep, l Dec 44 ; Regimental Histor y 3 Cdn 
Armd Reece Regt (G . G. H. G. ) , Chapter VIII Wint er Offensive, 
November 26 - December 28 {ms))(Se e Map ?) 

l °'• Be tween 1 and 3 Dec the Horse Guar ds, although 
employed in a dismounted and static rold , maintained close 
contac t with enemy positions immedi a t ely north of them on 
the near bank of the Montono Rivor . During the night 1/2 
Dec enemy guns and mor tars wer e a ctive and on the following 
mor ning he showed signs of activity in the vicinity of an 
advanced G. G. H. G. post l ocated n8ar the Montone about 1,000 
yards east of Molinaccio. Eventually he made two a ttempts 
to knock out this position : 

They were r epuls ed on both occasions, but con
tinued to f ire r i fl e gronaies until engaged 
with a Piat, when they withdrew behind the bank . 
They effected the ir r e treat under the cove r of 
t wo c ows and desp ite t he fact that the troop 
brought all the ir f ire to b ear on this expl oit 
they managed to r each the bank . One of the cows 
was killed , but tmfortunatel y none of the Ger mans . 

M k small irrigation canal which in this area parallels the 
Scolo Lama 100- 200 yards to the nor t h . 



- 49 -

That night enemy patrol s were ver y aggressive and the ir 
l ine-cutting activities c0mpelled G. G.H.G. t o revert t o 
the use of wire l ess . The enemy continued t o hold t o his 
posi t ions south of the Montone until the night 3/4 De c 
when he withdrew across the river b e tween Molinaccio and 
San Marc o (5232) . (Ibid; 5 Cdn Armd Div Report) 

105 . During the night 3/4 De c the Divisional 
Commander ordered G. G. H. G. t o despa tch a mounted squadron 
to sweep the area b ehind the enemy t r oops still hol ding 
the n or th bank of the r iver in the armoured r egiment ' s 
sector , On the foll owin g morning the engineers c ompleted 
a Class 40 fl oating Ba iley bridge near Molinaoci o and 
G. G. H. G. despatched a mounted squadron over the Montone t o 
ca rry out this t ask . 'l'h.e tanks moved through San Panorazio 
and along the r oad t o Godo until they reached the cr oss
r oads south-east of tha t t own when they turned baok t owards 
the Mont on e along the Via del Godo . Enemy demolitions 
br ought the squadron t o a halt, h owever, just north of the 
Scol o via Cupa . Never thel ess a pa trol pr oc eeded fr om ther e 
on f oo t t o San Mar c o wher a it contacted enemy troops 1n 
s ome str ength . (5 Cdn Armd Div Report; G. G. H. G. History 
~cit; W. D., 3 Cdn Ar md Reec e Regt (G, G. H. G. ) , 4 De c 44; 
o Cdn Ar md Div Operations Log , 4 Dec 44) 

106 , It wa s by this time appar ent that these wer e 
the onl y enemy troops still r ema i ning in the G. G. H. G. 
sector , Acc or dingl y, the r egimont , with the exoeption of 
"A" $quadron ,.. pulled out and moved north t o a new position 
i n the v i c i nity of Godo. (5 Cdn Armd Div Oper a tions Log, 
5 Dea 44) . A heavy fo~ had now settled over the l and and 
under cov er of this, " A Sqn made r epea t ed a ttempts t o 
cross the Montone and enter the village of s . Mar co , 

'l'h.ey were abl e t o r each the oppos ite bank 
without particular difficulty, but the 
Ger mans oormnanded the t op of the dyke with 
machine guns and pr evented all eff orts t o 
cli mb it . At 0600 hours , thoy eventually 
managed t o cross , six hundrod yards south
west of the t own , whe eling ar ound t o the 
north, t o cut off the Ger nlB.n r e treat . They 
then pushed s outh and aft er a h ouse t o 
h ous o check, dibc over ed t o their embarrass
ment that the enemy had slipped through 
their band s . We l a t er l earned t hat they 
had fall en easy pr ey t o the P. L.D. Gs . end 
the B. C. D. , two thousand yards t o the north, 
be ing f oity- e ight all ranks , including an 
offic er . 

(G. G.H.G. Histor y) 

On the f ollowing day (6 Dec) the r egiment was pl aced under 
command 5 Cdn Armd Bde. . (W . D. , 3 Cdn Ar md Re ece Regt 
(G. G. H. G. ) , 4 - 6 Dec 44) 

lE S Cdn Armd Div Report states : 11 These Ger man troops wer e 
subsequentl y cap tured by B. C. D. and Perth R, on the 5th 
of Dec in t h e area of Osteri a 4942 and turned out t o be 
from 13 Coy III/741 JR " . 
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OPERATI ONS OF THE PARTISANS NORTH OF RA VENN.A. , 
23 NOV - 9 DEC 44 

107 . h.s previous ly mentioned , on 20 Nov , Major 
Bul ow, leader of the partisans operating between Ravenne and 
the Vall i di Cornacchio , visited Headquar t ers 1 Cdn Corps a t 
Cervia (see para 49) . The purpose of this visit was t o co
ordinate the partisan operations with the main ac tions of t he 
regular forces . kt an evening c onference , the Corps Com
mander informed Major Bul ow of the Corps intentions and in 
return r equested him to harry the enemy and if possib l e for ce 
him t o withdraw t r oops from the Ravenna a r ea . Arr angemen t s 
wer e a lso made f or Capt (A/Ma jor) D. ru . Healy, an Italian
speaking officer of the Corps Intelligence staf~ t o accompany 
the Par t isan l eader on his r e turn . To Maj Healy was as
signed the t ask of gathering milita ry intelligence behind the 
enemy lines and in the capacity of Corps Commander ' s re
pr esentative t o co- or dina t e the partisans ' effort a s cl osely 
as possible with that of the Canadian Corps . ((H . S . )224Cl . 
013(01 8 } : G. S . 0 . 3 (Ops ) 1 Cdn Corps "Chuckle Intr oducti on" ; 
(H . S . ) 224Cl . 013(Dl2) : Repor t on an Attachmant t o t h e 
Partisans of the Province of Ravenna by Maj D. M. Heal y) 

108. On two successive nights the r ow-b oa t , i n 
which Healy and party hoped t o r each the par t isan camp, was 
Ior ced back into Carvia by heavy squalls , but the third 
attempt on 23 Nov was s uccessful . 

Af t e r t oss ing f or s even hours on a lonely saa , t he 
din of battle began t o die away i n the dis t anc e , 
We wer e wel l b ehind the enemy line s and the ca p t ain 
of the cr aft turned in t owards shor e . At 2310 
h ours we sight ed the coast and about ha l f an h our 
l a ter made a successful l anding NORTH of PORTO 
CORSINI , at M. 632491 . Owing t o a mis tmders t anding, 
there wer e no signals ; we waded a shor e wi th 
weapons c ocked , r oady for action . No sooner ha d we 
beached our craft than the shril l cry of a night 
ha wk r ang ou t 200 yds t o our right . One of our 
oarsmen r epl ied and we were soon surrounded by a 
band of armed cut- throats who spirited our ca r go 
away into the night and lif t ed our craf t on to an 
awaiting ox- cart . No word was passed . A f ew 
minutes l a t er , we wer o threading our way through 
the dunes towards the Partisan camp which l ay 1n 
a marsh near by . x A r ear party worked until one 
hour befor e da wn coveri ng the tracks we had l ef t, 
then women and children f r om the ne ighbourhood 
went down a t fi r st ligh t and finished the job . 

My first impressions of the camp were confused. 
We lacked so many es sentia l things that I doub t ed 
whe t her we could be effective as a harryi ng f orce 
unless suppl ies c ould be s ent i n bef or e we wor e 
or der ed i nto action . We had weapons but i ns uf
ficient ammunition and no lubricant ot her t han 
Bril lantine , which prove d unsatisfactory in our 
fir st action . We had n o means of car ing for t h e 
s ick and wounded a nd no means of eva cua ting them. 
The men wer e hal f naked and it looked a s though 
the col d and damp would greatl y r educe our fight i ng 
s treng th unless warm cl ot hing and b l anke t s c oul d be 
pr ovided . (Ib i d) 

~ Pr es umably the Pialassa della Baiena ( 6249 ) 
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After consulting.with Major Bulow, Healy sent off a r equest 
t o 1 Cdn Corps on 25 Nov for the most urgent needs; ammunition 
belts and magazines and 11most important 4 gallons of gun oil 
and cl eaning fluid 11

• Unfortunately there now occurred a 
spell of bad weather and it was suveral days b efore either 
the Navy or the Air Force could deli vor the supplies , Both 
services made r epeatud attempts and in tha end soma of the 
stores arrivod by the sea route and some by air . {Ibid; 
(H . S . ) 22401.013 (Dl2) : Messages l Cdn Corps - Partisans, 
25 Nov 44) 

109 . Soon after his arrival Maj Healy took steps 
to improve the l ocal defences of the partisan ca.mp . As this 
was situated on a small island surrounded by flat marshl and 
it offered good fields of fir e . Should the enemy discover 
the position, however , he would undoubtedly bring down artil
lery or mortar fire upon it . Her ein l ay the greatest danger 
f or the partisan defences would be extremely vulnerab l e to 
this form of attack. 

The day af t er I arrived I asked that orders b e 
given t o dig crawl and slit trenches all over the 
island and that steps be taken t o improve our 
defences . The Partisans muttered darkly about 
"regular s oldi ers nonsense" but complied with the 
r equest . 

(Healy .2E. cit) 

hl though the discipl ine of these people in action was of the 
highest order at all other times it was very poor . In camp 
the hardest rules to enforce were those ooncern1ng b l ackout 
and going down t o tha water ' s edge by day . {Ibid) 

110 . On 24 Nov 1 Cdn Corps informed Heal y of an 
appar ent German withdrawal towards Faenza and behind the 
Lamono River and reques t ed him to watch for a c onf orming 
movement on the Montone and Uni ti . If tho enemy in this 
sector started going back the partisans were to harass his 
columns particularly in the ar ea n orth- west of Ravenna and 
between that city and ?orto Corsini . (See Map 7) . ~t this 
ti.me t hu Ger mans were hol ding the area east and north of 
Ravennu with infantry companies split up i nto small groups , 
The partisan method was t o ambush and des troy these isolated 
el ement3 wherever and whenever possible. One such ambush 
occm-r otl on the night 24/25 Nov when th~ partisans a ttacked 
a Ger man patrol , which operated r ogul arly_ on the r oad 
Ravenna - Porto Corsini - Punta Marina - Ravenna, inflicting 
two fa t!..1.l casual ties . (Mas sagos 1 Cdn Corps - :?artisans , 24 
and 25 Nov 44) 

111 . In order to discover the strength of the 
enemy mobile res erves in the Ravenna area , the partisans 
planned an attack on a German post on the Ravenna - Porto 
Corsllli r oad naar La Fabrica Vecchia (6245) . It was con
sidored that the r eaction of the enemy would b e t o send re
infor pements from Ravenna and elab orate preparations were 
made ~o ambush these as they appr oached Porto Corsini . This 
was tl:e first partisan a ction in which Maj Healy t ook part , 
and he describes it in his r epor t . 

After dinner three compani es , t o tal strength 150 
men , set off for PORTO CORSINI. We wont through 
a maze of cana ls in small boats and finally landed 
at a point where we could hear the Gerlll.9.ns singing 
in their billet some 500 yards away . The Partisans 
cr awl ed forward over a stretch of flat ground to 
within 150 yar ds of the bridge a t 622451 , The 
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first volley cut down the s entrie s a nd our littl~ 
action developed accor ding t o pl an f or a lmos t a 
minute , then three enemy MG•s opene d fir e fr om the 
l eft f l ank . BULOW directed our fir e onto the M.Gs. 
We managed t o silence two of them but the t hird 
continued t o fi r e aporadioally and , a s it were , 
without conviction . Soon it be came appar ent t hat 
we would hsve difficulty inflicting mor e oasu: lties 
because the anemy had got into his prepared pos i~ 
tions. BULOW then gavo the or der t o withdraw. We 
moved ba ck in good or der , under c over of fir e , 
l eaving the ambush party in positi on at 611437 . 
Our only casualty was an officer who had b een shot 
through the shoulder. 

The most impressive thing about our little action 
was the fir e control which was good , by anyb ody's 
sta ndar ds , I r a ther questi on the advisability of 
having all the offic ers in one group 150 yar ds fr om 
the enemy but in Partisan oper a tions it may b e 
necessary f or the l eaders t o ber further f orwa r d than 
any of the ir men. 

(Healy) 

The only informa tion available, concerning the results of 
attaok, is contained in the following messages : .. 

the 

29 Nov Enemy force ••• estimated 50 rea cted to o\.ll' 
a ttack . We silenced two machine guns and 
in~licted casualties , Details not yet 
available . 

30 Nov Troops still l eavi ng Ravenna . Some went 
north- west some moved t o reinforce Porto 
Corsini aft er partisans a ttack . 

(Messages , l Cdn Corps -
Partisans) 

As to the ambush no mention as to the outcome of this has 
been found. 

112 . Apart from direct a ction aga inst the enemy 
of the type noted above , the partisans pr ovided valuable 
in£orma tion to the r egular forca s on his strength, disposi
t i ons and movements in the r ear a r ea . Of this phase of nis 
activitie s , Healy ha s thie to say : 

No task is mor e trying than that of att empting to 
obtain accurate mill t ary intelligenc e from un
tra ined obs 3r vers. It r equire d the pati enc e of an 
angel, an inexhaustible s upply of cigar e ttes a nd a 
fund of good humour . No matte r how skeptical the 
inte lligence officer is, no matter how car e fUlly h e 
sifts his infor mation before passing it, absurdities 
occa siona lly slip through . 

(Hoal y) 

Ge tting the informa tion through in time wa s a constant pr oblem. 
Since young Ita lians wer e natura lly an object of suspition to 
the vigilant enemy, it was ne c essa r y to make consider abl e us ~ 

of the aged and infirm and tho ver y young a s runners s 
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When one l s obliged t o use the aged a nd 
infirm as runners to deceive the enemy ' s 
vigil ance, it i s diffi cult to pas s certain 
types of information in time for effective 
action t o be t aken. Come wind come wea ther, 
our runners invariab ly got through bringing , 
conceal ed about thei r per s ons, marked maps , 
sketches, drawings a nd r eports . Considerable 
us e wa s made of Partisan obs ervers but the 
r estrictions on civilian movement wer e such 
that they coul d only travel by night in a r eas 
they knew intima t e l y . Tho r esult was that a 
man would go out one n ight, lie up a ll the 
f ollowing do.y in s ome hous e , using every 
f emal e and small boy he c ould find as observ
er s., s ort out his in.f or mati on and then come 
r a cing back t o camp as s oon a s night f ell. 

Thes e missions wer e no t without risk and on s everal oc
ca sions the partisans f ail od t o r e turn . 

113. Typica l of the i nforma tion pas sed on by 
Healy t o Eighth Army and 1 Cdn Corps is tha t c on tained in 
the following message : 

Believe enemy has wi thdrawn most of his f orces 
t o positions west of La.mane River along which 
he is building fi e ld f ortifications . Most of 
his fi el d and medi um artiller y appears t o b e 
sited in the a r da Alf onsine 445480 Fusignano 
3 80440 Bagnaca vallo 390385 . Heavy concentra 
tion of Ack hck area Bastia 310570 San Biagi o 
308578 which i s most vulne r abl e point on his 
line of c ommuni ca tion very heavy traffic by 
night aroa San Biagio, Ba.s tia and thence 
s outh . Enemy l eft flank guar ded by estimated 
one ba tta lion Infantry c ompanies in small 
groups east a nd north of Ravenna . Partisans 
will ha rry a nd destroy isol a t ed e l ements 
wher ever ambush is poss ible . 

(Mes sages , 1 Cdn Corps - Partisans, 
2 4 Nov 44) 

In additi on the y watched f or and r ep orted t a r ge ts of op
portunity f or the a ttenti on of t he artille r y and/ or tho Air 
Force : 

26 Nov Ur gent 40 guns halted a r ea 580390 
Bomb or shell now 

(Ibid , 26 Nov) 

Apparently, G. S . I Eighth Ar my ques tioned the a ccura cy of 
this l a tter message bringing this tart r eply f r om Hea~y : 

My message abundantly clear . Artillery 
c olumn of 40 guns wa s ha lted 580390 moved 
west presumably . Did you engage . Do you 
want opportunity t a r ge ts or not. 

( Ib id , 27 Nov) 

1 
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Eighth Ar my a s sur ed him that they had eng~ged the t ar ge t with 
ertiller y and t~nk fir e on the ofternoon of 26 Nov , goi ng on 
t o s ay that they wer e " always gr ateful opportunity tar ge ts and 
very pleas ed wi th your other informa tion" (ibi~, d~t e -
s tamped 28 Nov 44) . ~ On 2 De c Hec ly' s obser vors brought him 
information of a p~rade of some 300 Gor man t r oops schedul ed 
to take plucs on the squar e i.n front of Ravanna r oilway 
sta tion ut 1000 hours th e following day . At the appoint ed 
hour ell avnilable guns of the Corps ~rti llery engaged this 
most unusual target , with r e sults d~sribed by observer s on 
tho spot a s '' effective and te rrifying" . (Messages 1 Cdn 
Corps - Partisans , 2 - 3 Dec 44 ; (H. S . )224Cl . 023(Dll) : 1 Cdn 
Corps Int Summar y N~ . 169 , 3 De c 44) 

114 . On 2 Dec , in co- ordinati on with the Corps 
attack commencing tha t morning , the Partisans bcgon on al.l
out effort aga inst the enemy ' s lines ~f communica t i ons . For 
the purpose of t his offensive tho par tisan for ces wer e 
divided into two groups of three hundr ed , each with the 
following tasks : 

To occupy S.ttN .ALBERTO and LA GI LL.A 
south pf LAKE CCMACCHIO blow the 
bridge at 512 513 , and then move in 
small groups t~ards ALFONSI NE and 
MEZZANO to ambush the enGmy with
dr awal on Routo 16 . 

This was to be the main effort . To 
occupy or block the enemy in MANDRIOLE 
and PORTO CORSINI then m?Ve s outh to 
ambush the enemy withdr awing between 
the sea and 5541 . 

(.Allied Str ategy: 11ppx ttG" - 4 , 
p . 99 ) Ul 

- ----------- - ----- - - ------- - ----
!I Up to . this point Healy ' s wir eless link was with G. S . I . 

Eighth Army . At this time , however, Eighth Ar my advised 
him tha t a r ea r link wa s be ing esta blished for dir ect 
communica tion with G. s .0 . 2 (Int) , 1 Cdn Corps . 

•* In a subsequent paragraph of th~ r epor t mentioned above 
(.allied Stra t egy : App:x "G"- 4, p . 100 } it speaks of 
" s ome nine hundred irr egulars" , and Heo ly, in his repor t , 
states that on 2 De c " about 900 partisans went into 
acti on". Thus it would appear th~ t thu activities of 
Groups A nnd B although t hey constituted the main part 
did not constitute t he whole of the partisan ac tions 
in this sector . 
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On the first two nights (1/2 and 2/3 Deo) partisan bands 
a ttaoked at a number of pla ces on Route 16 n orth of Mezzano, 
inflicting severa l casualties on the enemy. On 4 Dec two 
t o three hundred of Bulow1s men l aid siege t o the Ger man 
garris on of Porto Corsini. By l ast light they had surrounded 
the port, blocking all a ttempts of the enemy t o escape, 
a l though a few may have effected a withdrawal by sea . By 
the 5th they ha d cleared and occupied tha t part of Porto 
Corsini lying s outh of the canal . (Ibid; Healy) 

115. To the north b etween the Canale di 
Bonifioa and the Valli di Cornacchi o, the partisans went into 
action early on the 5th. At first light they attacked San 
Alberto (5352) a nd by afternoon had overwhelme d the GerD1$n 
garris on and occupied the village . During the same morning 
they attacked and clear ed the villasos of La Casoina (6054), 
La Cilla (5151) and M:lndriol e (5852) , h t Yandriol e nearly 
half of a German f orce of ab out 30 men surrendered without a 
fight, the r est dispersed. Ab out t his time , however, the 
weather de t erior ated a nd the enemy possibly anticipating a 
halt in the Canadian off ensive, l a l.lllched a c ounter"a ttaok on 
Group A. Ia te in the afternoon of 5 Dec an enemy force oon
sis ting of about five self- propelled guns, a few armowred 
oars, and some lorried infantry commenced a drive to the east 
between the Bonifioa and the Valli di Cornacchi o . By the 
following morning the partisans, ar med only with Stens, 
rifles, and a few machine guns , had suffer ed sever e casualties 
and were in a state of some confusion. Neverthel ess Bulow, 
who was pers onally dir ecting the opera~ions in this area , 
succeeded in making an orderly withdra wa l t o the line of the 
Soolo via Cerba . At the same time , t o a void reprisa ls, he 
order ed the evacuation of t he c i vilian popula tion of the 
villa~es n orth of this cana l . (Heal y; Allied Stra tegys 
Appx G"- 4 , p .100) 

116. On the same day , 6 Dec, Maj ors Bul ow and 
Healy went to Ravenna , wher e , on the following day , they 
attended a confer enc e held by the G. S . o. 2 (Int) 1 Cdn Corps , 
As a r esult of this meeti ng ar rangements were made to as
s emble Bulowts men during t he following f ew da ys in Ravona · 
There , under Cor ps or Corps - del ega ted direction, they we e to 
b e clothed, equipped and trained f or pos sible future emp oy
ment in opera tions be tween Ra venna and the Valli di Coma ohio. 
In the War Diary of the G. S. Br anch l Cdn Cor ps the compie tlcm 
of the progrannne of r e- equipment and concentra ti on is n o t ed : 

The l ast group of Ma j BULOW 'a Partisans has 
been issued r:lth new underwear, s ocks apd 
b oots 1n RAVENNA today . The first of thete 
80Q Pa rtisa ns, whose activities SOUTH of the 
VAtLI DI 00MACCHIO grea tly ass1sted • • • 1n •bo 
ca pture of RAVENNA , came through our line& 
early 9 De~. All ha ve now been through ~~e 
mob ile batL at CERVIA a nd have had medical 
and denta l inspections . Each man has b eet1 
issued with a water pr oof cape or a ground 
sheet . Arms have b een turned in for i ssue to 
Partisa ns fur~her NORTH, but ab out fifty 
Partisans ha ve been r e- equipped wit h new 
weapons and ar e fighting with 5 Cdn Ar md lde 
fwd tps. Transpor t a tion is pr ovided so th!f,tt 
Partisans may visi t r e l a t i ves who live within 
30 km of RAVENNA . During their stay in 
RAVENNA , the Par ~is ans have been fed on Army 
r ati ons , which t hey c ook themse lves . The 
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assista nce of FS per sormel wa s r equired the first 
day t o inter pr e t t he oryptio abbrevia t ions on the 
cans . "M & V" f or exampl e . Mus ic with their meals 
has been pr ovided by P. W. B. l oudspeaker van . 

(W.D . , G. S. Br anch , H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 
11 Dec 44 ) 

117 . The most s ucc es sful of t he partisan engagements 
wer e those in whi ch a s udden and viol ent a t ta ck by 40 or 50 
men was f ollowed b y a quick withdrawal . On those occas i ons on 
which they atta cked the enemy in prepar ed pos itions or s ei ze d 
ground and a ttemp t ed t o hol d it , t he ir equipment a nd tra i n ing 
proved t o be inadequa t e . In his r eport Ma j Heal y ~laims these 
achi evements : 

(a ) We pinned down and des troyed part of t he enemy 
garri son in PORTO CORSINI , pr eventing c er t a i n 
final demolitions fr om be ing carried out . 

(b) We destroyed a number of Ger man outpos t s and s o 
harried the enemy tba t he t ook t o the swamps 1.n 
small groups 1.n an att emp t t o escape westwar d . 
These groups we destr oyed wher ever we f ound 
them. 

(c) We domina t ed the ar ea in whi ch we had b een 
or der ed to oper a t e f or a number o~ days and so 
infuria t ed the enemy that he saw f i t t o do us 
t he h onour of a counter- a tta ck wi t h t anks , SP 
equipments, infan try and mortar s at a time when 
he could i ll affor d a ny punit ive expedition . 

(d ) We inf licted the following ca s ualties : 

Killed 
Wounded 
Pri soner s 

be tween 75 and 125 
be tween 30 and 50 
23 

(Owi ng t o th(;l 11hi t and run" na tur e of the 
Par t isan oper ati ons , exact da ta i s never 
avail abl e . Thes e figures ar e cons ervative . ) 

(Heal y) 

118 . One of the difficulties of partisan warfar e wa s 
that or main t a ining pr oper r eserves - "ever ybody wants t o be 
on hand when the fun s t arts and once they have s tar t ed in dead 
earnest they carry on until they drop in their tra cks of 
wear iness and f a tigue" ( i oi d) . Heal y a ttrib uted much of t he 
success of t he partisan operations to the following t hings : 

(a ) Almost a fortnight befor e the a ttack, t he 
Commander made his inten tion per fectly clear 
t o both the Partisan l eader and t o me . 

(b) The Commander expl ained exactly wha t he 
wanted the Par tisans to do . 

(c) The Commander left the Partisan l eader 
entirel y f r ee to wor k out the method of car ry
ing out his i ns tructions . 




