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(d ) Innnediate l y be f or e the att ack , G ( Int) ga ve a 
l engthy sitr ep which enabled the Par tis an 
l ea der t o act en connaissance de cause . 

Whilst talking to a par t y of Bri t i sh Memb er s of Parl iament in 
Januar y 1945 , a senior Canadi an officer is r eported to have 
p,a id thi s tribute t o the wor k of t he partisan f or ce s i n Ita l y , 
'Without t he i r effor ts , big and sma l l , our task of defeatin g 
the enemy i n Ita l y a nd lib er a t ing t he country woul d have be en 
doub*y diificult and t hree t i mes as costly i n men and ma t er -
i a l s • (Allied Str a t egy : .Appx 11 G11 - 2 , p . 92 ) . 

ACTIVITIES OF 5 CDN ARMD BDE ON THE 
RI GHT FIJ,.NK , 6 - 10 DEC 44 

ll9 . 5 Cdn lu-md Bde - apart from 9 Cdn Armd Re g t 
(B. C. D. ) which was under c ommand 12 Cdn Inf Bde - had share d 
in the initia l stage s of the Decembe r offensive in an artil­
l e r y r ol e only . The or igi na l Corps pl a n had cal l ed f or the 
armoured brigade t o t ak e over and hol d the s ector a l ong t he 
Iamone River nor t h of Route 16 , while Porterfor ce shifted 
l eft and r elieved 5 Cdn Ar md Div on the same r i ver s outh of 
the ma.in highway .~ Now, h owever, 5 Cdn ilrmd Div int ended to 
force t he crossing of t he Lamone in the area of Vill an ova 
us ing 1 1 Cdn Inf Bde f or t h e purpose wh i l e 5 Cdn Armd Bde 
wi th Por t er f oroe under command would take over the who l e of 
the r igh t f l ank f r om inclus ive Mezzano t o Porto Corsini . 
(See Map 7 }. 

120 . On 6 Dec Ld S . H. moved for war d t o the Mezzano 
area and by nightfa ll had c ompl e t ed without incident the 
changeover with Ir R. C. At l ast li ght the Stra t hcona 1s had 
one squa dr on in that pa r t of Mezzano lyi n g eas t of t he Le.mone , 
with anot he r covering the l a t er a l road south of Route 16 a s fa r 
as t he village of l e Anm:tonite (4742) and a third a t t ho sugar 
fac t or y (4843 ) s outh- eas t of Mezzano facing north t owar ds t he 
r i ver. During the same day G. G.H. G. came undar c ormnand 5 Cdn 
hr md Bde and t ook up positions on Rout e 16 near Oster ia . 
(W. D. , H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 6 De c 44 ) 

121. h. t an Orders Group hel d on 7 Dec 1 Briga di er 
I . H. Cumb erland , D.S . o. , E . D., infor med his uni t connnanders 
of his i n t en t i ons . These wer e , fir s t , t o c l ear out a ny en emy 
r emaining s outh or eas t of the Lamone River , s ec ondl y t o cut 
the l a t er a l r oad r unning east fr om San Alber t o a l on g t he 
north b ank of the Cana l e d i Bonifica t o the saa . 2 Cdn Armd 
Regt (Ld 3 . H. ) would clos e up t o the Lamone Ri ver and provide 
right flank pr ot ec t i on f or 11 Ccln Inf Bde . In t he cen t r e 3 
Cdn kr md Reece Regt (G. G. H. G. ) with 5 Cdn Assault Tp C. A. O. 
was t o move up t o the l ater a l r oad on the north side of the 
Cana l e di Bonifioa and c onsol idate fa c i ng l eft . At t he same 
t i me Porterforce was t o advance t o the same r oad and f a ce up 
t o t he ri~ht . (W. D. , H. Q. 5 Cdn Ar md Bde , 6- 7 Dec 44 ; (H. 8 . ) 
244C5 . 0l 3(D4 ) : 5 Cdn i Lrmd Bde Account of Ops fr om 30 Nov t o 
14 Jan 45 ) 

x See outl i ne of Cor ps pl an i n 12 Cdn Inf Bde Report on 
Oper ations 1 Dec t o 6 Dec 44 ((H . S . ) 244C5 . 013 (D4 ) and 
en try in W . D., H. Q. 5 Cdn 1~rmd Bde , 6 Dec 44 ) 
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122 . On the same day bo t h Ld S . H. and G.G. H. G. 
patrolled active ly on the ir r espective fr onts . Patrols from 
the latter unit moved a l ong the tramway and crossed the oanal 
Fossa Carlina . Ther e endmy machi ne gun fire fr om the railway 
bridge over the Lamon~ sweeping aor oss t he £lat open colmtry , 
prevented any further movement in that directi on. Far ther 
east on the Fossa Carlin~ at the Strada Antica del Bosco 
crossin& G. G. H, G. patrols con tacted a P.P.A. post and l earned 
that the l a tter had suffered casualties in a ttempting t o 
reach the Lamone in that sector . Patr ol s fr om the Lor d 
Strathcona 1s cover ed the 4 , 000 yar.d stre tch of the Lamone 
be tween Route 16 and the poin t where the river b ends t o the 
eas t and r eported it clear of t he enemy. ~s Ld S . H. was now 
r espons ible f or some 7 1 000 yards of river front , the Command­
ing Officer appeal od to Brigadier Cumberland f or assistance 
and r ec eived under command tb.llt aft ernoon (7 Dec) 2721 Sqn 
R. A. F . Regt . The l a tter unit was a t onc e assigned t o the 
sector fr om the r iver bend eas t t o the r a ilway cross i ng 
(5146) • . (W . D., H, Q. 5 Cdn ll.r md Bde , 7 Dec 44 ; (H . S.) 244C5 e 
013(D4) : 2 Cdn ~rmd Regt (Ld S . H. ) J.ocount of Operations 
27 Nov 44 - 16 Jan 45 ; W. D., 3 Cdn Ar md Reece Regt (G. G. H. G. ) , 
7 Dec 44) 

123 . In the course of the next t hree days al l units 
strengthened their F , D. Ls . snd patrolled widely a cross the 
f r ont. On the right e P.P.A. patrol, a l on g the r oad l eading 
north from Ravenna t owards Mandri ol o , worked t o within a 
1, 000 yar ds of the Canal e di Bonif ioa . 

Her e they were shelled by an SP and enc ounter ed a 
group of some thir ty mixed Ger mans and Fascis ts. 
On sighting POPSKI 'S men some of the enemy put 
thei r hands up and wer e b eckoned in by POPSKI 18 
pa trol . They (the enemy wi th t he upl ift ed hands) 
immedia t ely threw themselves on the ground an d the 
r emainder of t he Ger mans opened fir a . h brief 
exchange of small ar ms en s ued, then bot h pa trol s 
withdr ew. 

(W. D. , H. Q. 5 Cdn Ar md Dde , 8 Dec 44) 

On the same day , 8 Dec , 27 L. es t abl ished an advanced ~oat 
on this r oad n ear the canal Il Fossa t one (588480 ) (ibid ) . 

124 . Late on 7 Dec tho Commanding Officer of G. G. H. G., 
Lt- Col A. K. J or don , E. D, , decided t o devel op the Strada 
Antioa del Bosco as his f orwar d axis and the foll owing day 
established a troop position on this r oad at the Fos sa 
Carlina . Throughout 8 Dec G. G.H. G. worked f everish1y 11£ting 
mines and filling in oraters in pr eparation for an advanc e 
a long t he Strada kntiaa . During th~ night h owever a j oint 
G. G.H. G. /R . C. E. patrol disc over ed that., alt hough t he Fossa 
Carlina and another small wa t er obstacl e t o the north of it 
could easily b e fixed f or the passage of t anks , unfor tunately 
the ground in the vicinity of the Lemone was fl ooded on b oth 
sides of the Strada Antioa and the last 100 yar ds of the 
r oad itself was washed out . Acc or dingly the pl an t o push 
the r egi ment's ar mour over the Lamon e via this r out e wa s 
abandoned . On the l eft by l as t l ight on 8 De c Ld S. H. was in 
compl ete control of the eas t bank of the Lamone a s far n orth 
as the bend in the river wher e 2721 Sqn was n ow established 
ar ound Le Torri (4946) . In t his sector the t a sk wa s now 
simply t o h ol d and ha rass the enemy on the f ar bank with fire . 
((H .S . ) 244C4 . 013 (D4) : Oper ati onal Histor y of Governor 
Gener al' s Horse Guards f or December 1944 a nd January 1945 ; 
W, D,, H. Q. 5Cd.n1~rmd Bde , 8 Dec 44) 
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125. Shortly after midday on 9 Dec enemy infantry 
attaoked the 27 L. post , established the previous day, on 
the Mandriole r oad near Il Fossa t one . Using the woods lying 
to the north and -east of the position, the enemy succeeded in 
nearly surrounding the buildings oocupi ed b y the Lancers . 
Eventually elemonts of P. P.h . be came involved in the figh t 
and a request f or a ss i stance was s ent t o G. G. H. G. The l att er 
i mmediate ly s ent off a troop of tanks and an R.k . P. Stuart. 

Lieut Murphy was despatched pos t haste from C 
Squadr on , travelling down the Highway to t he 
later a l r oad north of Ravenna , wher e he swung 
east t o the 27th Lanc er s r oa d . He arrived a t 
the b e l oa guer ed position , which was then sur­
r ounded , at 1515 h ours , and a t point blank r ange 
demol ished a n enemy h ous e , which wa s occupi ed b y 
thirty Ger man infantr y , While the tanks wer e 
firing , the Lancers withdrew. Cpl Hoy , in his 
~ .A . P . Stewart , moved up and evacuated the 
oasual t i es / under intense mach ine gun fir e and 
without any assis t ance , as the Lancer s had l eft 
the position. Lieut Murphy continued t o fire 
until they wer e fi r m a mile and a ha l f t o the 
south, He then r e tired t o th eir .new pos ition and 
r ema i ned for the night . 

(G. G. H. G. Histor y , Chapter VIII) 

In this aotion Porterforce suffered six casualties , amon g 
wh om was Maj Popski (see f ootnot e par a 30) , the enemy an 
estimated 25 . (W. D., H. Q. 5 Can Armd Bde , 9 Dec 44) 

126 . On 9 Doc Bulow1s partisans , as previous l y 
mentioned (para ll.6), be gan t o concentra t e in Ravenna. 
Although they wer e now under comm.and of Brigadi e r I . H. 
Cumberland , due t o th~ r efit and r est ~rogramme arranged for 
them~ they would not b e ava ilable f or us e i n operations for 
s ever a l days , To ensur e good liaison Bul ow moved t o Brigade 
Headquarters fr om wher e he dir ected the operations of his 
for ce . Apar t f r om the Ravanna group some 125 partisans from 
the Mezzano district wer e n ow working with Ld S. H. Due to a 
cer tain r el uctance on the par~ of the ma j or ity of the s e l a t... 
t er to patrol into ene my t erritory, the 8trathc onas were 
employing them mainly a s fati gues , kitchen duti es , l oca l 
s entries, e t a , About 20 volunteer ed for patr ol duty, of 
whom a f ew who went out on patrol , pr oved t o b e "pr e tty stout 
fellows" in the opini on of the unit officer concer ned . (W.D., 
H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 9 Dec 44 ; MChVity , Lt-Col J , M. , ~.s. o., 

O. B. E. , Lord Strathcona 1s Horse (Royal Canadians) A Record of 
Achievement, p .168) 

127.. At 1840 hours on 10 De c Sta ff Duti es 1 Cdn 
Corps issued the fol l owing message : 

PORTER FORCE is di sbanded effective immedi a t ely UnitB 
under c onunand excl 168 London Inf Bda Sig Se c and 
two s ecs 53 Mob BU pass under comd 5 Cdn llr md Div ••• 
Various att Offrs and ORs and tpt on loan wil l be 
r eturned to pa r ent units . Ord Stores will be r e ­
turned t o 1 Cdn HQ Corps Tps Ord , All DUCKS held 
will be r e tained by 5 Cdn ~rmd Div . 

(( H. S . ) 224Cl . 015 {D2) : l Cdn Corps Ops Log, 
10 De c 44) 

1 



,· 

.. 60 -

L. t the time of disba ndment Porterforce was hold ing, on the 
rif!P.t , Porto Corsini an~ on the lef~ the line of the Scola 
via Gerba t o inclusive the Mnndriole r oad . In over six 
weoks of operation s it had advanced fr om the Ronco t o Porto 
Corsini, a d istance a cr oss country of ab out 13 miles , During 
this perioJ Lt.-Col Horsbrugh- Porter ' s men ha~ talron 220 of 
the enemy prison~r anc killed or wounded at leas t that many 
more . Their own casualties wor e consider ab ly l ess - a s 
not ed earlier i n t his r epor t (para 37) for the period up to 
25 Nov they numbered 56 British and 30 Canadi ans . 

128 . Ther e WAS l ittle activity apart fr om r outine 
patrols . in 5 Cdn Armd Bde s ector during dayl ight on 10 Dec . 
In the afternoon the f.i r Force bombdd and strafed Mezzano . 
(W. D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Ar md Bda , 10 Dec 44 ; 1 Cdn Corps Ops Sum-
mary No . 48 , 10 De c 44 ) . Maj - Gen Hoffme i ster , who personally 
witnessed this a ttack , s ent off the following message of 
appr eciati on : 

From G. S . O. l, 5 C1n Ar md Div . GOC wishes t o convey 
his thanks to the hir Force f or the bumbing and 
s t raff ing of Mezzano . It was mos t satisfactory. 
Forward troops are var y enthusiastic . 

(1 Cdn Cor ps Oper ations Log , 10 Dec 44 ) 

129 . That night (10 Dec) 1 Cdn Corps attacked 
across the Lamone River on a two- divisional front . To div­
ert a~tention from the 5 Cdn .b.r·md Div assaul t , made in sil­
ence by 11 Cdn Inf Bde , the two flanking brigades of tha t 
division s t aged fi r e demonstr ations . At Mezzano , 5 Cdn 
Armd Bde , using a variety of weapons put on an e l aborate 
show . 

Lord Strathoona ' s r eceived orders to cr ea t e a 
di vers ion, with as much firing as possible , 
espec ially of small arms , wi th a view t o cr eating 
the impr es sion that the ma in attack was to be at 
Mezzano . Accor dingly, for one hour commencing 
at 11H11 plus 45 11 , a lmost ever y weapon in the 
Regiment was firing : L.M. G' s , dismount ed Browning 
M. G' s and rifles cra cked off s imultanoous ly all 
along the river dyke , whil e 9 troops of Sharmans , 
only a f ew hundr ed yards from the river, fired on 
fixed lines on the roads l eading away from the 
r iver on the enemy s i do , a t suspected enemy H. Q•s, 
mortar and gun positions - firing both 75 nun and 
. 30- inch Brownings . The 105mm . ba ttery fir ed 
"H.F . 11 at rapid r ate on Hi e-}:lway 16 b oyond Mezzano . 
One troop of 40 mm . Bofor s was attached t o the 
Regiment for the night and they f i r ed two streams 
of brilliant tra cer - about 500 yar ds apart , par a l ­
l e l to the highway a.t Mezzano . 

(Mckvity , QE. cit, p . 169) 

Thu enemy responded vigorously to thQ Ld S . H. fir e - one 
squadron oommand~r r eporting tha t in one short s ession some 
200 enemy mortar bombs l anded in his squadron ar oa ( i b i d ; 
W. D., H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bdo , 10 Dec 44 ; 1 Cdn Cor ps Ops Summar y 
No . 48, 10 De c 44) 
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THE GENERAL SITUATION - EIGHTH ARMY, 2 - 10 DEC 44 

130 . Acros s the whole of tha Eighth Army front, 
the winter offensive had made good progress during the first 
week of December . In three days 1 Cdn Cor ps ha d thrown the 
enemy back to tho Lamone on a front of threo mil es and 
s ecured Ravenna , one of the main objoctives of the offensive . 
This was a promis ing start but, due to tho costly se tback 
suffer ed by 1 Cdn Inf Div on the 5th and the advent of bad 
weather, t he timo gained b y these initia l successes was l argezy­
lost . During tho same period both tho centra l 5 Corps and 
the left- flanking Polish Corps had a ch i eved limited successe s . 
~fter a short postponement the offonsive opened on tha t part 
of the front on the night 3/4 Dec • .K North. of Route 9 , 56 Inf 
Div made f e ints whioh drew the enemy ' s a ttention away from 
the ma in thrusts whi ch went in on the higher ground to t he 
s outh of the main axis . Ther e 46 Inr Div, with its objactive 
the Pideura ridge (Z321), crossed the Lamone River at 
Quartol o (2520) . Initia lly the 5 Corps a ttack deve loped 
without much interfer ence, but es t he a ttack r eached the high 
ground on which the main defences of the Gorman 305 Division 
l ay, it met with increasing r es istanc e . Moreover the broken 
nature of the ground made 1 t d ifficult t o manoeuvre and t o 
deploy sufficient forces t o disl odge tho enemy, while th0 
l ack of suitable roads impeded thti supporting tanks . By the 
7th, however, the 46th Divi sion had t aken Pideura village 
although the enemy r e t a ined his grip on a ridge to the nor th 
of it. Meanwhile a Polish division which bad crossed a t 
San Ruffillo a mile upstr eam from Quar t ol o had made somewhat 
better progress , On the 4 th t ho Pol es had se ized Montecchi o 
(2219) and on the foll owing day Mont e San Rina l do {2019) and 
the high ground to the south, thus securing the le~t flank 
of 5 Corps . (Eighth i1rmy etc, pp 87- 8) 

131. Probably beca us e he appr eciated tha t a full-
scale offens ive by b oth Allied ar mi es was i mminent , the enemy 
showed a certain r e l uctance t o conn.ni t his r eserves aga inst 
Eighth Ar my . By the 8th, however, h e had decided that his 
Adriatio front s t ood 1n ur gen t need of r e inforcements and 
brought in 90 Pz Gren Div f r om r eserve t o a i d the ha r d­
pressed 305 Inf Div . On the following day the panzer gren­
adiers b e gan a s er1ds of a tta cks a ll a long the l ine of the 
bridgehead , making a particularly vi ol ent and r e ckless thrust 
south of Ce lle (2725) against a r ecen t ext ension of the 46 
Inf Div bridgehead . Fighting with grea t skill and de t er min­
a tion the 46th Division not only hel d the enemy a ttacks but 
by t he end of the day (9 De c) had s o s ever e l y damaged t ha 
90th and 305th German Divisions that ne ither wa s capable of 
fur t her oper a tions f or the time be ing. But the victor was in 
no position t o t ake adva ntage of his opponent ' s d iscomfiture . 
Clearly it wa s out of the quos tion for 4 6 Inf Div t o continua 
the attack una i d ed .AJ( 5 Corps had , the r ef ore, t o halt the 

A The British His t or ical Secti on , Centr al Medi t erranean, was 
unable t o d iscov er the r eas ons for thi s pos tponement . 
(Eighth hrmy , etc p . 88) 

El Besides Eighth J\rmy had now to r e l ease this division for 
ser vice in Greece . One of its brigade s has moved t o t ha t 
thea tre in November and the division had fought its 
December actions with one brigade of 56 Inf Div under com­
mand . (Eighth Army e tc p . 86; 1~111 ed Strategy, pp 16 an d 
23) 
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offens ive a nd r e group . South of Rou t e 9 , the Br i tish Cor ps 
depended f or communication chief l y on a singl e rout e seven 
miles in l en gth fr om the point whe r e it l eft t he hi ghway 
unt il it r eached Quartol o on tho Lemone , i n pl a ces littl e 
mor e t han a t r ack and r equiring 12 hour s da i l y f or ma i n t en­
ance . Bare l y suffic i en t bef or e , it wa s u t t e r l y i nadequa t e 
t o bea r t he increas ed we i ght of t r a ffic i mposed b y t h e 
r e liefs . Not until 1 4 Dec c i d 5 Cor ps compl e t e i ts r e group­
ing . By tha t da t e 10 Ind Di v had t aken over t he l eft of the 
bridgehead while 2 N.Z. Div hel d the r ight and the near ba n.le 
of t he La.mono eas t of Faenz a . 56 Inf Div r emained in the 
qui e t s ector north of Rout o 9 . (~, PP • 88- 9) 

PREPJ~RATIONS FOR 1 CDN CORPS ASSh.ULT ACROSS 
THE U MONE 

132 . With the Br itish and Pol es b ot h acros s the 
Lamone and heavily engaged by th& enemy, i t was now mor e 
neoe s sar y than eve r for the Canadian Cor ps t o push f or war d 
with de t e r mina tion its a tta ck . Th0 f a i l ure of 1 Cdn Inf 
Bde t o establish a f oo t h ol d across the Lamone on 5 De c di d 
not a lte r t he intention of the Corps Commander t o ge t f or­
war d as quickly as pos sibl e . During the a fternoon of t he 
5 t h , Genera l Foulkes , in discussion with his divis i onal 
commander~ l a i d pl ans f or a f r esh a ssa ult on the river line . 
The oper ation was fir s t p l anned f or t ho ni gQ. t 6/ 7 Dec and 
wa s t o be a c oor d ina t ed a tta ck by 11 Cdn Inf Bde and 3 Cdn 
Inf Bde on their r especti ve divisiona l f r onts . Both di vi s ic:ns 
compl e t ed pl ans f or the a s saul t dur i n g 6 De c but, <lU9 t o t he 
state of the wea t her, nei ther a t t a ck t ook p l a ce. (W . D., o.s ., 
H. Q. 5 Cdn Ar md Di v , 5 Dec 44 ; W. D. , G. S ,, H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf 
Div, 5 Dec 44 ; W. D. , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 6 Dec 44 ; W, D., 
H. Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde , 6 Dec 44 ) 

133 . On t he even i n g of 6 De c me t eor ol ogi ca l r eports 
ind icated such bad wea t her in the. mounta ins t ha t t he r i vers 
mi gh t bec ome impassab l e . No t onl y was th er e t he dange r of 
a ris e on the Lamone Ri ver whi ch might ca us e grea t di~fioulty 

i n the a ttack, but t her e was a Jangar of r oads and bridges 
ove r the Montone be ing washed out. Beyond t he Lamone t he 
wa t er obs t a c l es a t hwart tho line of advance wer e mor e t hickly 
c oncen t r a t ed t han any ot her s prev ious l y enc ounter ed , The 
s trongl y dyked canal Navigl io (which linked Faenza with the 
sea ), flanked on either side by small drainage ca n a l s - the 
Fos s o Ve cch i o and the Fosso Muni o - and f urthe r t o t h o north­
wes t the f ormidab l e a r eas of the f l ood- ba nked Senio , a ll 
par a lle l ed one anothe r wi.t hin a 11 -:>nu of three or f our mi l es . 
The Army Commander , r eal i z i n g these difficulti e s , de cided t o 
del ay t he a t t a ck until such time us the oper a t i on c oul d b e 
ens ured of r eas onable suocoss . 11 The Ar my Commander had n o 
int ention of asking us t o fight bot h wea the r e nd ene my". 
(W. D., H. Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde , De cember 1944 : Appx 6 , Message 
Cornd 11 Cdn Inf Bde ) . On 7 De c Gener a l McCre er y vis ited 
Gen er a l Foulkes a t H, Q. l Ctln Corp~ ana s confer en c e, i ncl ud ­
i n g the d ivis i ona l commander~ took pl a ce l a t er in the day 
a t l Cdn Inf Div H. Q. It was ~ecided tha t be ca use t he r ain , 
particularly in t h e moun t ain s , was causing t~e rivers t o 
ris e , thus i ncreasing the di f f i culties of br idgi ng, t he ope r ­
ati on woul d have t o be postpon ed until the wa t e r l eve l i n 
t h e river s had dropped . (W . D,, G. S ., H. Q. l Cdn Corps , 6- 7 
Dec 44) 
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134 . During this poriod of wni ting both di visions 
confined their effor ts to activr. pe trolling and r econnaissanco 
al ong the river end sm~ll acti Jns cg~inst the few enooy 
pockets still rern~ining to tho oust of it . On 6 Dec dis ­
oou.nted R. C. D. elements supported by t ~nks of 12 R. T.R. at­
tacked an eneoy pocket of inf~ntry which w~s still ho l di ng 
out so11th of the river in the ei rea of the Russi - Grcnar ,:ilo 
r ail way . After the suppor ting ~rmour bntter ed the house s in 
which the enemy w~s p>sitioned a squn.dr ::> n :lf the R. C. D. 
occupi ed thi s l nst eneoy- he ld positi,:in cost of the Lrunone . 
On both sides the mortnrs and guns wor e intermittent l y a ct ive . 
(W .D., 1 Cdn ~irmd C. Regt , 6 Dec ~4 ; OEe!c.ti~§_~f Brit ish~ 

~!ill!~~-~~inion_!'.Q£~~-in1!~~1I~-~gr!_IfIL_Sec"E"~ 
!_vdn_v~rE§_~~rg~iogh p . ?41 

LAMONE AND tL>VIGLIO .nSS . .11ULTS - 1 CDN I NF DI V , 
10 - 16 DEC 44 

135 , Foll,:iwing the r epulse ,:if 1 Cdn Inf Bde nt the 
Lamone on 5 Dec sever e l changes or coom.end took pla ce in 
l Cdn I nf Div . Mnj - Gen H.W. FostGr , who officially succeeded 
Mnj - Gen C. Vokes , C.B.E. , D.s .o. , when the l ntter l eft this 
for mation (par e 14 ) c r rived ut Divisiona l He3dqullrters on 
6 De c . Gener a l Foster was n,:i stranger tJ 1 Cdn Inf Div having 
hel d the appointment of G. s . o . ~ . n Englc nd in 1942 . He later 
commanded ? Cdn Inf Bde in Englund nnd 13 Cdn I nf Bda Gp on 
its expedi tion to Kiska in the .. 11eutians in 1943 . He r etur ned 
to Engl and and led ? Gdn Inf Bde into N~rmo.ndy on D Day und 
ass Wlled CO.IIl!land of 4 Cdn ~rmd Div tw~ months lflte r . Br igadie r 
Smith , A/G.o . c., handed over command of 1 Cdn Inf Div to 
Gener al Foster on the 9th and on the s nme dcy took command of 1 
Can Inf Bde f r om Br igadier Calder . Lt- Col J .W. Ritchie also 
gave up command of R. C.R. on the s nci.:3 dny to Lt- Col W.W. Re i d , 
D. s .o.i E . D .~ (W. D. , G.S. , H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div , 6- 9 Dec 44 ; 
W.D. , tt . C. R., 9 Dec 44) 

136 . The period of W'li ting which begon wi th the 
pos tponement of the Lamone assault ' n 6 Dec (pa r a 133 ) came 
to an end on the lOth . 11t an "O" Group called at Div H.~., 
at 1100 hour s on l~ Dec , a divisioncl plan was presented , 
which called for on assault crossing of the Lamone with 
Bagnacavol lo (3838) as the chief objective (see Map 2 ) . The 
attack was to begin ~ t 2130 hours with the ass~ult crossing 
assigned to 3 Cdn Inf Bde and having a s a n objective a 
bridgehead about 2i miles wide o.nd l~ mi les in depth i . e . 
f r om Tr ave r sara to a point a bout 900 yards south of the Russi­
Bagnacavallo r oilwuy crossing and in depth to include the 
bridg~ over the Foss~ Vecchio . ~~ After completion of this 
phas e , 1 Cdn Inf Baa would pass through 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 

~ Enemy pr opaganda ba sed on these changes in comm.and may be 
found in W.D., Ir R. C., Dece:nb~r 1944 : bppx 14 . 

~* ThG s ecuring of n bridgehead c cross the 
R LA.MONE b6tween ~2 93?3 c~d 410345 extending 
to road a nd cana l crossing 4053?5 by 3 Cdn I nf 
Bde Gp . 

(1 Cdn Inf Div Operation Or der No . 1 , 
10 Dec 44 ) 
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cross the Fosso Ve cchio and advance north t o gs.in a lodgment 
over Canale Naviglio b alow Bagnacevallo. In the third and 
fina l phase 2 Cdn Inf Bde would cross the Lamone and advance 
t o the Senio on the le~t f l ank of the Division. The timing of 
the second and third phases would of course depend on the 
measure of succoss a chie ved in the preceding phases . (W. D., 
G. S., H. Q. l Cdn Ini' Div, December 1944 : hppx 20 , 1 Cdn Inf 
Div Op Order No . 1 , 10 De c 44 ) 

137 . ht the conference huld at H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div 
at 1100 hours on 10 Dec , f ina l arr angemen t s for artillery, 
armour , anti - tank, engineers, M. M. G. and mortar support wer e 
compl e t ed . The over-all Cor,Ps plan was the same as previous l y 
arranged for the night of 6/7 Dec and ca lled for a simultaneous 
assault by b oth 1 Cdn I nf Div and 5 Cdn hrmd Di v ; that of 5 
Cdn Armd Div t o go in the a rea of Villanova . A f e int a ttaak 
by 43 Ind Lor Inf Bde on the r ight of 5 Corps i n area of the 
inter- corps b oundary was to begin at 1900 hours and continue 
until 2100 hours . brtillery suppor t for 1 Cdn Inf Div included 
the Divisiona l hrtiller y p l us one or two medium r egiments . In 
additi on 12 R.T . R. would position tanks on the r a ilway and 
engage targets west of grid line 40 during the first hours of 
the attack . The a ir pl an included Timo thy t arge ts and the 
usual air support weather permitting . (Ibid) 

138. hlthough the 3 Cdn Inf Bde assault would be 
made in the same area in which 1 Cdn Inf Bde bad b een r outed 
on 5 Dec pos t ponement of the operation to the night of the 
10th gave the former time for a mor e ca r eful r econnaissance 
of the a r ea than the l att er had been able t o carry out , Apart 
from this 3 Cdn Inf Bde i ntended t o cross the river on a 
three battalion front , holding a fourth battalion in readiness 
t o go in and deepen the bridgehead . For that purpose 48 
High.rs was p l a ced under Brigadier Berna tchez ' connnand on 6 Dao. 
(W. D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bae, 6 Dec 44 ) . In the first phase of 
the brigade a ttack , Carlt & York R. , on the right , would gain 
a lodgment 1,000 yar ds a cross centring on the Via Albergoni 
crossroads with, as a further i mmediate objective , a hous e on 
that r oad about 500 yards fr om t he river; in the centre , Wes t 
N. S. R. would s ecuro the vicinity of the l ater a l r oad, be tween 
Carlt & York R . and the r ai lway bridge , t o a dep th of about 
700 yards; 48 High.rs, on the l eft , woul d seize the r a ilway 
bridge and objectives a t the 90° b end in the river, 1 , 000 
yards t o the s outh, and on the r oad parall eling the r a ilway , 
s ome 800 yards fr om the river . K Upon the compl e tion of the 
first pha s e , R. 22e R. would pass through , in the centr e , to 
expand the bridgehead ba tween the Via Albe r goni and the r ail­
way as far as the south- eastern edge of the s e ttlement of Borg 
di' Stecch (4137 ) . At the sPme time , Carlt & York R. would 
take action t o widen and deepen its holdings on the flanks . 
In the final phase , Wes t N. S . R. would come up on the right of 
R. 22e R. and , ac ting in concer t, the two ba ttalions would 
s e cure the near bank of the Ve cchi o in the a r ea of the Via 
hlbergoni bridge . Assault boa t s and Olafson bridges were 
all ott ed to each battalion and sufficient Mae Wests t o pr ot ect 

x A de tailed list of the obje c t ives f or a l l three phases of 
the Br igade oper ati on is contained in 3 Cdn Inf Bde Oper­
ation Order No.l, 9 De c 44 , a copy of which is appended to 
the War Diary of 48 High.rs f or December 1944 . 
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the in.fantry during the cr ossing. Searchlights wer e t o be 
used ha lf light from 1830 hours until 2400 h ours, full light 
f r om 0500 h ours until first light, 12 R. T. R. would position 
on e tank on r a ilway at first light t o engage t argets ·by 
observation . {W . D. , 48 Righrs, December 1944 : Appx 8 , 3 Cdn 
Inf Bde Op Order No.l , 9 Dec 44 ) 

139. The enemy units mnnning the def enc es a l ong the 
Lemone in the area of the i mpending 3 Cdn Inf Bde attack came 
mainl y f r om 356 Inf Div . An intelligence r eport issued l ate 
on 9 De c pl aced the dividing l~ne be tween this division and 
the neighb ouring f or mati on on its left , 114 Jaeger Division , 
as the Via Albergoni fr om the Lemone t o Bagnacavallo. This 
would mean tha t the left- flank mlits of 356 Div would b ear 
the br unt of tho 1 Cdn Inf Div assault. The Carlt & York R. 
attack would ac t ually go in along ·:;b e Ger man divisional 
b oundary . (W . D. , G. (Ops ) H~Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div , December 1944 : 
Appx 18 , 1 Odn Inf Div Int Summary No. 104 , 9 Dec 44 ) 

140 . An unus1lB.l f EJu ture of the ar tillery pl an for 
this a ttack was that tho preliminary f ire support was 
divided into two parts separated by a quie t period . As a 
result of the initial series of concentrati ons the enemy, in 
anticipation of an attabk , would , i t was hoped , commence 
moving f orward his l ocal reserves ~ If this occurred these 
would , on the res umpti on of the firing, be caught in the open 
and destroyed or disorganized . (W,D. , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 
10 Dec 44) . A comment on this novel artillery plan i s gi ven 
in the acc o'lmt of these operations by 12 R. T. R. : 

The fire plan f or this operation was s omewhat of a 
novelty . Ver y heavy concentrations were br ought 
down about one hour before the assault t ook place 
f or a peri od of 30 minutes; a gap of 20 minutes 1. 

then elapsed and the attack went in with s imilar 
concentra tions. The~e can be no doubt t hat the 
Ger mans suffer ed ver y heavy casual ti e& '!hey had 
expected the first barr age t o accompany the assault 
and were oaught in tl1 e open by the s ec ond aeri es of 
conoen tra ti ons . 

((R. S . ) 234Cl . 013{D22) : Acc ount of 
Operations 29 Nov 44 t o 11 Jan 45) 

141 . At 2025 hours on t he 10th the artiller y barrage 
b egan and within the hour t~e assaul t on the enemy's Lamone 
def ences was underwaj . It would appear tha t the enemy had 
expected the attack i n the are~ between t he demolished r ail­
way bridge and the r oad-bridge as heavy enemy M. G. and mortar 
fir e met the advancing companies of the West N. S . R. in this 
ar ea . The right and l eft flankB roceived l ess attention, 
however, and the att acks of b oth 48 Highrs and Carlt & York 
R. met with success . (W .D., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 10 Dec 44) 

142. 48 Highrs had pr epar ed a plan of assault on 6 
Dec and· had s el ected two crosf:ing points the first about 200 
yar ds above the railway bridge (415352) a nd the s econd op­
posite the ir l eft objective at the river b end (411347) . 
During the waiting period 6- 10 Dec r econnaissance patr ols 
had visited these pr oposed sites and on t he 10th plans wer e 
comple t ed for "A" Coy t o cros s l e.f t i n the b oa ts and "B" Coy 
right on an Olafs on bridge o At H Hour 48 Highrs began cross ­
ing the river. They me t with little oppositi on and in l ess 
than an hour had two c ompanies compl ete on the far bank , 

l 

! 
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Since the Olafson bridge was fomid to be too short to span 
the gap b oth companies were ferried across in the assault 
b oats . The speed of the attack combined with the arti l lery 
deception had apparently demoralized the enemy defenders of 
the dyke and within a short time boats returning for our own 
troops were br inging back prisoners . Shortly after midnight 
11 A. 11 , "B", and "C" Coys were across and controlling the road 
junction south of the railwayo (W.D. , 48 Highrs , 6- 10 Dea 
44; (H . S. ) 145 . 2H3013(Dl) : 48 Highr s, Extracts from "Report 
on Ops 29 Nov - 27 Dec prepared by Lt- Col D. A. MacKenzie") 

143 . On the right flank of the Brigade, Carlt & Yor k 
R. wers equally successful . Careful and detailed plans were 
rewar ded by the battalion achieving a quick and decis i ve 
assault crossing, 11B11 and 11 D11 Com~anies were ordere d to 
cr oss at points (424363 and 422361) 400 and 700 yards respect;.. 
ively s outh o~ the road bridge. Both were t o use assault 
boa ts while the pi one er pln to on was ordered to erect an 
Olafson f oot bridge as soon as po~sible . The artillery 
barrage, which was so eff ective ln the 48 Hi ghr s are~ was 
equally successful on the Carlt & York R. front . At H Hour 
the companies began dragging the six boats allotted to each 
up the steep 30 f oot dykes . Th~ Support Company provided an 
officer, who acted as beachmastor f or each assault company, 
and two paddlers f or each boat~ Ropes were us ed to pull the 
boats back t o the near side of the river as soon as their 
occupants had disdmbarked . The r i ver was only 30 f ee t wide 
but the current was very swift . Within 18 minutes of the 
beginning of the a ssaul t 11D11 Coy and its H. Q,, incl uding an 
a r tillery F . o . o., wer e established on the enemy side and 18 
prisoner s were r ounded up. Although under mor tar and S. P. 
fir e 11 B11 Coy on the l eft was only a few minutes behind "D1' 

Coy . Again difficulties had baen encounter ed in the er ection 
of the Olafs on bridge , Seven of the pioneers had b een 
wounded as they carried it over t he dyke , and l a t er when it 
was put down one end sank , and i t was not until the n ext 
morning that it was finally positioned, By 0215 hours the 
whole battalion had crossed the river and c ons olidated in 
the area of the crossroads ~ The battalion attack ha d n ot 
been unoppos ed bu t t he swiftness of the assault qui ckl y over~ 
came the r esistance . 11 D11 Coy Commander r emarked later " I 
have never seen so many v1ounded> !na i med and dead Germans 1n 
another a r ea of similar sizo . Mos t of these casualti es were 
caused by our S. A. fire and grenades 11 • In the battalion 
br idgehead a t otal of 84 prisoner s were taken during the 
night at a o ost of only 12 casual t i es . (W . D., Carlt & Yor k 
R. 10 Dec 44 ; (H.S . )145 . 2C6011 (Dl) : Acc ount by Lt" Col J,A. Ens or , D. S . o. (i o.c. Carlt & York R., 10/11 Dec 44 < and 
Acc ount by O. C. 11 D 1 Coy, Carlt & York R., 10/11 Dec 44J 

144 . The ~est N.S.R . as s a ult in the centre of the 
Br igade did not have the initial spectacular success of the 
two flanking battalions . There appears t o be two r~asons at 
least accounting f or their ill-luck. First it would seem 
the t this sector was mor e closely :11a tched by the enemy as the 
unit experienced ver y heavy D. F . fire on its asSlembly a r ea . 
Another appar en t r eason was th~ de cision of We s t N. S. R. t o 
depend wholly on the Olafson bridge for the as saul t crossing 
whereas 48 Highrs and Carlt & York R. had carri ed with them 
into the assault both bridge mRteria l and a ssault b oats . As 
in the oa s e of the flank battalions West N. S . R. had r ec on­
noitered the river and l oca t ed the crossing sites pri or to 
the attack. The sites finally selected lay a f ew hundred 
yar ds bel ow the railway at 419354 and 419355 . When the 
s e cond barrage b egan at 2100 hour s the two assaulting compan­
ies began moving up a cc ompanied b y the Pi oneer Pla t oon carry~ 
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ing the Olafson bridge materials . On the right "C" Coy at 
once came under enemy D,F ., sustained consider abl e casualties 
and became t emporarily disorganized . 11 A11 Coy, on the left, 
had be tter luck and r eache d the river, but the swiftness of 
the current demolished their b~id ge before it was completed, 
and the oompany wa~ pulled back t o await the arrival of 
assault boats which wer e imnediately sent f or , At this time , 
due t o faulty c ommunication as well as the initial failure 
of the two assaulting c ompanies, confusion reigned at bat~ 
talion headquarters. A patrol fr om 11 D11 Coy attempted t o 
cross the river near the site of the demoliah~d r a ilway 
bridge but was unsuccessf ul. Mea~while , becaus e of th~ im­
mediate sucoess of both 48 High~ s and Carlt & York R., the 
West N. S . R. plan was changed , and "D" doy was Order ed to 
cross left in the 48 Highrs ar el:l and 11 B" Coy right through 
Carlt & York Ro These two wou.ld then advance t oward one 
another a l ong the far bank and strike the enemy on his 
flanks . At 0130 hours the companies began moving again . 
11 D1' Coy made slow pr ogress be ing held up by mines a t the 
r ailway crossing as they pushed north throuff 48 Highrs t o­
ward their ob.1 ec tiveo In the meantime , 111.1 Coy f ollowed 
close behind 'B 11 .Coy through tha Carlt & York R. bridgehead, 
and together they began ole~ring the dyke and l a tera l r oad 
t o r oad junction 41835? • This task they completed in 
short order taking 18 prisonars , k illing a number of the 
enemy, and knocking out two of hl" S . P. guns . 11 B11 Coy held 
up at the r oad junction, while "I~" Coy pushed on and oontaoted 
"D" Coy at 0440 hours , The first phase of the brigade a s­
sault was now c omplete , (~ . D ., H~Q . 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 10 Deo 
44; W. D. , West N, S .R . , 10 Dec d4 ; (H . S . ) 145 . 2W20ll(Dl): 
Ji.coount by O, C. "A" Coy West NoS. R, ction in Establishing 
a Bridgehead across River Lamone , 10/11 Dec 44) 

145 . To fully exploit the success of the initial 
assault it was ess ~ntial that the br idging of the river f or 
the passage of anti - tank g11Ils, a r mour , and e ssential unit 
transpor t, go f orward wi 'th a s lit ltle delay as possible • 
Divisional Engineer s had arr anged f or the building of three 
Class 2 cross ings , one in eactl battalion assault a r ea , and 
f or the early r epl a cement of at l east one of the se by a 
Class 9 F.B . E.* ((H.S.) 224Cl . 3013(D2) : History of Roya l 
Canadian Engineer s , 1 Cdn Corpe, 1 Oc t 44 - 15 Jan 45 : Pt III, 
p . 3) . Moreover, the y were pr epa-rad to l a.unch a"Brown Bridge" 
(see par a 23) near the demolishe1 r oad bridge (ibid, P• 6) . 
48 Hi ghrs repor t ed the Class 2 raf t o ompl~ted in its ar ea at 
0350 hours and c~ rlt & York R. ~heir crossing a t 0430 hours. 
(W . D. , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , December 1944: Appx 4 , Int Log, 
11 Dao 44) . 'Ibe "Brown Bridge 11 , :iowever , oould not be used 
as the gap at t he r oad bridge was f ound t o b e 160 feet . 
(History of Royal Canadian Engine , rs .QE cit, Part III, p . 6) , 
Meanwhile, in preparation f or the second phase of the oper­
ation, Brigadier Ber natchez orderod R. 22e R, t o cross the 
river and pass through Carlt & Yor~ R. By 0430 hours (11 Deo) 
this move was completed , and H Hour for Phase II set f or 
0630 hours . (VJ .D. , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 11 Deo 44) . At the 

Ji In actual fact the engineers pu'., in Class 2 rafts in 48 
Hi ghrs and West N. S . R. s ec t ors and a Glass li bridge in 
Oar lt & York R. (W, D., H. Qo R.C . E. 5 Cdn Armd Div{ 
Decemb er 1944 : Appx 4 , Engineers Sitrep, 11 Dao 44J 
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same t ime anti - tank 2- prs and 6- prs wer e reaching the bridge­
head on the Class 2 rafts . Thts last was a labor i ous t ask, 
for eaoh gun had to be l ower ed down and pulled up the steep 
dykes . In addition t he ri~er are~ was r eceiving c onsiderab l e 
attention from enemy mortars and artil lery, With the coming 
of dayligh~ the hostile fi r e so i ncreased that it held up the 
construction of the Class 9 bridge all day. However , a third 
Class 2 crossing was comple t ed in ~es t N.S . R. area by 0600 
hours , and all three batt aljons W3r e by then completing the 
move of t heir anti- tank guns into th e bridgehead.* (11 .D., 
1 Cdn Fd Coy R.C . E. , 11 Dec 44 ) . Everything was now r eady 
for the advance t o t he Vecchio. 

146 . At 0630 h ours . 11 D3c , R. 22e R. began moving 
forward on a two comp!illy fr ont s upporten by M. M. G. , mortar , 
and ar tillery fir er on pr a-errang&d t argets . In spite of 
determined enemy oppo~i bi on the ba ·~tali on made pr ogress t ak• 
in~ a numb er of prisoner s each ·i;imo the enemy yiel ded ground . 
"B Coy , on the right , at 1013 hours had passed through Bor g 
d i ' Steach and were thus only 1000 yards short of the 
brigade ' s final ob j aotive on the Foss o Vecchio . On the l eft, 
however, enemy r esistance had =~1ffened and , despite assist­
ance fr om the artiller y in kno0l:ln'?; out M, G. posts and an ti­
tank guns , the pace of tt ~dvano e ha d s l owod. At 1440 h ours 
Brigadi er Ber nctchez issued ins ;ructions f or the final phase 
of the brigade opera tion . R. 220 Ro r.ould c ontinua on its 
present axis and seoure the area of the Via Alber goni bridge 
over the Vecchio. West N. S.R. in the cen t re would move over 
the railway and push on in a s outc - westerly direction towards 
the Vecohio . At the same time 48 Highrs woul d extend south 
fr om the line of the railway be twe en West N. S. R. and the 
Lamons . (3 Cdn Inf Bde Int Log~ !l Deo 44 ; W.D . , West N. S . R. , 
11 Deo 44) . Supporte d by artille~y fir e R. 22e R. resumed 
its advance at 1600 hours . Al tho·,1gb. it innnedia tely came 
under heavy enemy artillery and sma~l ar ms fire it pressed on. 
By 1920 h ours the battalio~ wa s wi thin 500 yards of the 
Veochio with one c ompany on tho Via Alb er goni and another 500 
yards to the l eft a l ong a· t r a ck l ea ding f orward to the stream. 
Ther e , in the f'ace of very hea vy f ire :':- om the banks of the 
Veoohi~ R . 22e R~ was forc ~d t o halt l ts advance. Artillery 
D. F . tasks were t hen arranged agains t possible counter at­
t acks and the batta lion or der eu t o dig in f or the night . 
(W.D., R. 22e R., 11 De c 44 ) 

1 47 . In l ees tha:i 24 hou:·s 3 Cdn Inf Bde had a chieved 
a lmost oomplete s uccess e From hi s str ong defens ive positions 
along the La.man e t he enemy had been driven back to a muoh 
l ess secure line along t he lo~ ~y ng dykes of the Fosso 
Veochio. JLli For this s uoc a<:Js some cr~di t wa s due to the Air 
Force which throughout the day ha J clonoly sufported the 
a ttacking ground f or oe , Meanwhil e t he 5 Cd..~ rmd Div attack 
had also met with suc0ess , and 11 Cdn Inf Bde had r eached 
the Veoohio . Duri ng t he afte~noon 1 Cdn Inf Bde moved for­
ward in the area between the two Br igades . With his right 
thus pr otected Brigadier Bernatchez now placed the wei ght of 

~ At daylight on the 12th the engineers had two Cl ass 9 
bridges operating in the brtdg~head one at 415351 and the 
other a t 425363 {Histor y of Royal Canadian Engineer s , 
Pt. III, P• 6) 

lUl The Foss o Vecchio has slighc dykes - 4 fnot - a l t h ough the 
ditch itself is 30 f oo t deep and 50 foo t wide at the top 
of bankse (Ita l y Topogr aphical Not es, P• 30) 
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his Br igade on his l eft flunk nnd , during the night 11/12 Dec , 
dir ected West N. S. R. south t0 secur e the r ood junction on the 
Via Boncellino (398355 ) , midwcy bet\'Teen the r e ilwey and the 
Lamone River . Encounte ring only ligh~ oppositi on West N. S.R. 
re~ched its objective at 0355 hours, on the way tcking s everal 
pr isoners . During the s une period 48 Righrs advanced west 
al ong the r ive r r oe d tow~rds the hanlet of Boncel l ino which it 
s e cured by 0700 hours ngain aee ting with litt l e r esista nce . 
These night oper~ tions of 3 Cdn Inf Bd~ conformed with General 
Foster' s or der nt 2055 hours on 11 De c , which assigned to 3 
Cdn Inf Ede the t a sk of protecting the left f l ank of 1 Cdn 
Inf Bde whil e the l atter pr epar ed to cnrry the divisional 
a t tack across thG Nnviglio . (W ,D. , H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 11 
De c 44 and 3 Cdn Inf __ Jde Int Log , 11- 12 Doc ~ \ W .D. , West 
N. S .R. , 12 Dec 44 ; ,1 . D . , 48 Highrs, 12 Dac 1=:4 J 

1~8 . By nidday on 11 Dec plens wor e being m~de at 
H . ~ . l Can Inf Div for Phas e II of the divisional atta ck . 
Br i gadi er Smith conferred with Gene r a l Foster during the 
morning and 1 Cdn I nf Ede bognn ~ t ~ncs t~ prepare for its 
a tta ck on the right of 3 Cdn I nf Bae . For this p urpos e 
Cnrlt & York R. pnssed t~ COr.llland 1 Cdn Inf Bde ~t 1200 hours . 
Br i gadi er Saith intended to f ace up ~o the Vccchio on a two 
ba ttalion front , Hast & P . E. R. right and R. C. R. left, between 
the Via di Travarsara and the Vin ~lbergoni, then , using 
R. C. R., establish a bridgehead in th e ar ea o idway between the 
two r oads . (( H.S. ) 234Cl . 013(DlO) : The Royal Canadi an 
Re giment Repor t on Oper 3 tions , D3cember 1944 and The Hastings 
and Pr ince Edwar d Regi ment Report on Ops r nti ons , December 
1944 ) . While 1 Cdn Inf Bdo wes a ssembling f or this advance , 
both 3 Cdn Inf Bde nnd 11 Cdn Inf Bae were nenring the 
Vecchio , and Partisans ha d r eporte d Traversora (4237 ) cle ar 
of enemy ( iQ.i~) . By mid - afternoon both R.C. R. and Hast & 
P .E, R. wor e moving forward . hS the f or mer near ed the Vecchio 
the~_ encountered enemy fi r e and held up to await tho ar rival 
of their anti - t ank guns . Hast & P . E.R. nlso mot with little 
opposition until they re~ched the Vecchio . Ther e they came 
under M.G. fire e nd suffer ed sever 8l casual ties . Pa trols to 
the Vecchio f r oo both battalions afte r dark r eported 15- 30 
foot dykes wi th depth of wnt e r three feet . Hast & P . E. R. 
a lso made c~ntact with I r R. C. on its right . (Ibid; R. C. R. 
Report , Qll £~; Hust & P . E. R. Repor t, ~Q £it ; W.D. , Hast & 
P . E. R. , 11 De c 44 ) 

149 . During the night 11/12 De c 1 Cdn Inf Bde 
cr ossed the Vecchio on both b~ttalion fronts . bpparcntly the 
enemy had a lready withdrawn in this sector, f~r a lthough 
both units c run.e undor henvy m~rtcr a nd s hell fir e they ex­
per i enced lit t l e c l ose contact with the enemy. Shortly ofter 
it c rossed the Vecchio H~st ~ P . E. R. contacted Ir R. C. of 11 
Cdn Inf Bae on th6 right . .,.;t 0830 h :Jllrs l eodlng el ements of 
both these units r eachod the ne~r bank of tho Ccncl a Naviglio 
(at 408399 ) about 2 1 200 ynr ds nor th Jf B~gnoc ~vnllo . ;~nti ­

t nnk guns were brought up , and the b o l~nc s of Hast & P . E. R. 
took up o defensiva positiJn b:;hind the leading co!:lpnny. 
R. C. R. dug in on its l oft fl~nk 500 :nrds shor t Jf the c ona l , 
and due east of the town (a t 4083~2 ) hnvinG mndc no cont~c t 
with the enemy . (W. D. , &st & P . 3 . R . , lG Dec « ; Vl. D. , 
R. C. R. , 12 Dec 44 ; 1 Cdn Inf' Bde Operat~ons Log , l Z Dec 44 ; 
R. C. R. Report ; Hast & P.E .R. Report) 
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150 . By midday on 12 Dec it was apparent that the 
enemy had withdrawn his main foroes tQ the line of the Canale 
Navigl io along that part of the Corps front extending from 
Bagnacav~llo north to Route 16 (W. D. , G.S . , H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps 
December 1944 : Appx 50 , Ops Sunnnary No . 50) . On the 12th a 
new enemy unit, Field Marshal Kesselring 1 s Machine Gun Bat­
talion , made its appearance opposite 1 Cdn Corps . This 
battalion, believed to be heavily equipped with automatic 
weapons , consisted of four companies . Of thes~ three , each 
vii th an es t i ma t9'd strength of 100-110 men , were on the 
Navigli o in the area of the impending Canadian attacks . 
((H . S . )244C5 . 023 {Dl) : 5 Cdn brmd Div Intelligence Stnmnary 
No . 84 , 13 Dec 44) . Originally organized in the North of 
Italy as a bodyguard for the Field Marshal it was instead 
sent to the 1 Cdn Corps front with the order "Hold to the 
l ast man and last round 11 (W . D., G. S . , H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps, 
December 1944 : Appx 51 , Int Sunnnary No . 178) . In additi on , 
as a result of the counter- attack against 5 Cdn Armd Div on 
11 Dea (see para 17?), it was known that 190 Reece Bn of 
90 Pz Gr Div, equipped with Tiger tanks , was on the Corps 
f ront (W. D., G.S ., H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, December 1944 : Appx 
27, Int Summary No . 105) . 

151 . Al though its two f' or11ard uni ts wer e in position 
by daybreak and Carlt & York fi . had moved up behind them by 
midday , 1 Cdn Inf D!v ' s assault across the Naviglio did not 
t ake pl a ce during the daylight hours of 12 Doc . (W . D., Carlt 
& Yor k R., 12 Deo 44) . The lack of suppor ting armour on l 
Cdn Inf Div front coupled wi th the known pr esence of enemy 
ar mour was an important factor in causing this del ay . 
Although 5 Cdn l rmd Div had tanks in its bridgehead early 1n 
the morning of the 12th, the engineer s did not oomplete a 
heavy bridge in 1 Cdn Inf Div sector until midnight 13/14 Dec . 
(Histor y of Royal Canadian Eng~nea~s , Par t III , p . 6) . 51 
Bty l st A. Tk Regt , however, had their guns up with t he 1 Cdn 
Inf Bde units and were available to support the assault . 
{W. D., 1 A. Tk Regt R.C , !. ., 12 Dec 44) 

152 . The task of making the ini tial attack over the 
Naviglio was assigned to Carlt & York R. which was order ed to 
cross the canal through Hast & P. E. R. on the night of 12 D~o /l 
As the enemy wer e dug in on boGh sides of th~ dyke , a clos e 
r econnaissance was impossible but according to civilian 
r eports the canal was dry , the enemy having stopped the water 
to provide a better water obstacle at Faen7a . X11 (1 Cdn Inf 
Bde Oper ations Log , 12 Dec) . /is a precautionary measure , 
however, a supply of Olafson bridging material was made avail­
able . b l imited .bridgehead was t o be es tablished by Carlt & 
York R. after which Hast & P. E. R. would cross and expand the 
right f l ank while the former would ex t end to t he l ef t , ~rtil­

l er y support would include a t en minute medi um and f i e l d gun 

A The cross i ng site was near a demoli~hed bridge at 408398 . 

JUC The Naviglio has ceased to be a canal . From Bagnaoavnllo 
north it is now a weed- filled ditch - and bridges have 
been replaced by fills . Locals say t here has been n o 
water in the canal since the Ge~mnns dammed it below 
Faenza. (Ita l y- Topographical Notes, p . 30) 
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concentration on b oth sides of th r Canal ha nk , a fter which 
the mediums would lift and the fi~ld guns would provide a 
creeping barrage for the infantry. One squa dron of 5 Cdn 
J ... rmd Di v t anks would b e a vailable to l Cdn I1 f' Bde a t day­
light 13 Dec ( ibid). With prepe r .t:'...or s c ompl e t e Carlt & 
Yor k R. moved up behind Has t & P . ~. R . and a t 2200 hours went 
into the atta ck . (l.l.D. , Hast & P~E . H . , 1 2 De~ 44; \V . D. , 
Carl t & Yor k R ., 12 De c 44 ; 1.~~ount by Lt-f'o l J • . ',. Ensor, 
D. S • 0 . , 0 , C • Car 1 t &: Yor :<: ~ .. , ~2- . 3 Dec 44 ; W. D. , H. Q . R . C • h . 
l Cdn Inf Div , 12 De c 44 ) 

153 . kr~ill ary a gain ·~r ~d a 76ry important part 
in es tab l ishing t he bridgebP.a ~ ov Jr the :rav~glio . The canal, 
as previously reported , ·.1!:s <h·:v a:'!d provad a nessligibl e 
obstacle to the advanc e .. Ce.rl t & York R. 1s two ::_eading 
companies crossing close b ehir.d t he b a rrage , and ag~ins t 

what the battalion ' s C. O. call9d light oppos ition, soon over ­
came the enemy def ences . Frcni ';he dykes and nea rby houses 
the batta l ion took 45 pris o:::ier· ., ~ By midnigbt with two 
c ompanies across the cana l in c ..., ...... .... ,.,_ of ~he Nest bank for 
several hundred yards on ei t h · ~ 1 de of t he c=ossiLg s ite, 
Lt- Col J . ..... . Ensor , D. S . O. , •• B . g . , c ommanJ i ng Cerlt & York 
R •• was ready t o sta rt e~tP~~ lng h i s fla nk o: t~e bridgehead 
south t owards BagnPc ...... •llo . In succe'isi0n he n o·1 passe d his 
third and fourth companie s acrosc tile Na,15 izl.i o . The for mer 
r eached the sec ondary r oad runnir g f'r ot"l the dy1ce 700 yards 
south of the bridging site where +h ey .1ar e cut off by same 
enemy who oame i n be tween them ancl ·ch e cana l. J\ l though 
shortly after the fourth sub-unt~ C'Utle forwa rd to this r oad 
neither c ompany wa.s ab l e t o make any furth er headway and 
both b egan to dig ino Between 0300 h cu.c s and fi rst light 
sounds of enemy troop an1 veh1 cle moveme. t.s \"/S J."O heard on 
a ll s ides of the bridgehead.. U~c c ovn~ by ~ ~-rr "1 Jo.tt.• Ensor; 
\V . D. , Carlt & Yorl: R:1 , J2 - 1:: De.; 4L : ( _: .S ~) ~ . : :! 013 (Dl0 ): 
The Carl t & Yor k R. J~ccount of ~ _a ti on:; i n I i;s. J.y, 1 De c -
23 Dec 44) 

154 . Meanwhi l e s hor> t lv ti t e r mid?li bht Hast & P. E.R . 
foll owed Carl t & Yorl: Re i r t o i •,e b i; · r1 Q;el:: "' 9.c': ., ~::,e t!!lg only 
light opposition the~ made ga..:. ·,s of s J" ~ral h,,.,..~~~d yerds 
on the r ight f l ank, By 0 4} 5 l " 'Jr"3 '..-h , Br -i ':".) d .J hold ~ bridge­
head some 1100 y:l r ds in \Yi d th <•1d i n C:.3pth e j• condint; to the 
l ateral road 700 ynrds we st o ".' thu cans. 1-1"'€. ':'l.k whe:-e He.st & 
P. E .R. was then engaged in a J i ru :Lie,1.1t wit!1 .:H;ver a l M. G., 
posts .* (W . Do, ~ast & P.E~R . , 12 Dec 44). Behind Hast & 
P. E . R. four anti- tan.tc guns of 5 1. Dty 1 L .. . TJ< Ro e t f! .c.1~ . were 
moved over the canal (W,D. , 1 - ~ Tk Rt>gt :1 . c . ;, . : J.3 Dec 44) . 
At 0300 h ours divisi onal Inte1 11 ~~~ c e warnc~ P ,Q. 1 Cdn Inf 
Bde of a "Possible c ounJ.,;er att'l c!.f b y 1 90 Re cco !{i.)gt may b .3 · 
with Tks fr om n orth 11 

( 1 Cdn Ir f , le ~ 0r a t i oris L~g s 13 Dao ) • 

155 . Pre vious t o t h e re- 1 i~t er th1~ ac~icJ , 

Brigadier Smith had t ak an s t eps t..> t· r>"l~ ·-:teil :i. ~ bridgehead 
and a t midnight had orderod t wo: .:.~p .. •·1 i 0 !l ol' R. C. R. t o mov\3 
f orwa r d t o the Canal opposite ;.:_-i0 :!.of ).:; ilen}: o: Ce.r·lt & 
York R. Now he asked Di vi si on:1l Haa dqll:lr .. ;el''S t o a r r ange for 
an a r med r ec onna :.sssnc o (a i r) to 1.Jpera. t e from f5!'st light 

* Hast & P. E.R. l ocati ons as ~ep ~r ted to Brigade Head­
quarters at that time wer e ··H.1.40 83 92 - Coys at 407405 , 
408400 , 410403 , o ~her sub - r ·-li t eng '.. gl3d in 81. fight wit!.'.l 
s e ver al M. G. oosts a t 403{ 14 1 

~1 Gdr. Inf' B1..ld Cpe r ations 
Log, 13 Ddc ) -
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I 

over the area between the Senio and the Naviglio and north­
east of the Bagnacavallo - Lugo r ailway . (1 Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log , 13 Dec). At the same time he instructed Hast 
& P. E. R. and Carlt & Yor k R. to remain within limits of their 
bridgehead (ibid); - no doubt t o await the arri\·al of 9 Cdn 
Armd Regt tanks . Meanwhile the divisional plan was changed . 
2 Cdn Inf Bde , instead of attacking on the left flank of t he 
division where enemy resistance had increased , was instructed 
to pr epare to pass through 1 Cdn In1' Bde 1s bridgehead . (W.D., 
H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde , 12 Dec 44 ) 

156 . At daybreak 13 Dec the expected counter attack 
was l aunched by enemy infantry on both f lanks of the bridge­
head . During the last hours of d~rkness the attacking force 
had c l osed i n apparently using tho dykes as cover for their 
advance and no doubt intending to cut of f our infantry which 
had penetrated t o a depth of sever a l hundred yards. The 
for ce of the blow fell on the right flank where the enemy 
a tta cked supported by tanks . Artjllery D. F . was brought 
down which dispersed the ini'antry for a time but did not 
affec t the tan.ks . Within a short time , however, the enemy 
refor med his ranks and connnenced a fresh round of attacks . 
This time he managed to penetr ate between Ras t & P. E. R. and 
Carlt & Yor k R. wher e our arti l l ery was l ess effective . 51 
A. Tk Bt y engaged two t anks and knocked one out, but the 
German infantr y succeeded in surrounding 11 B11 Coy Hast & P. E. R.. 
and , at 091 5 hours , overran it taking most of the company , 
i ncl uding its connnander, pr isoner . After it became apparent 
that 11B11 Coy Hast & P. E. R. was cut off , the commanding of­
ficer of that unit order ed his remaining companies to drop 
back to the r iver l ine under cover of artillery fira and 
smoke . By 1005 hours this batta l i on had vtlthdrawn behind 
the canal dykes . In the meantime, however, Carlt & Yo1·k n 

with ar t illery support had pianaged t o beat off the i ~tack 

wi th heavy l osses t o the enemy o ( 1 Cdn Inf Bde C?e·~'a tions 
Log , 13 Dec; W. D., Carl t & Yor k R : , 13 Dec 44 ; W.D ., Has~ & 
P. E. R., 13 Dec 44 ; Account by Lt-Gol J . A. Ensor} 

157 . There was no\'/ a lull in t he fight"'ns on Carlt 
& Yor k R. f r on t and ammunition was sen t f Ol' WE.n:'d to the 
c ompanies . Shortly after 1000 hoursi however , following a 
heavy enemy barrage ~hree tanks ap9Aared at the north end of 
the secondar y road :.1. '"1' i cl°' 1~-. Cr rlt & Yor k R. left flank 
p,osi tions . These tanks , one of r1hich was a Tiger, engaged 
'A 11 Coy and forced it t o r etire t o the dyke . They then 
t urned on "D" Coy and engaging the hous e occupied by Coy H.Q. 
brought i t down on their heads fo~cing them to evacvate . 
Although now back t o the dykes , CRrlt & York R. with the help 
of heavy a rti l lery D:F . mana ged t o hang on . (W . D. , Carlt & 
Yor k R., 13 Dec 44) . Meanwhil e t he squadron of tanks that 
had been assigned t o assist t~e i nfantry in the bridgehead 
had b een hel d up while the bridge over the Vecchio on the Vin 
di Tr aver ser a was being co~pleted Di ~ficultie s in getting 
t he br idging material foruard a nd shell and mortar ~ire dur­
ing the c onstr uction stage were tl:e ca::"~ of the delay. 
Finally at 1030 hour s , just as Ca ..,..1 t & V o r>l<" R. ','/fl 'l" ti 'v - l L 
forced back to t he Canal, the bridge was c ompl eted , and t?A. 11 

Sqn B. C. D. moved up to the Navigl.io . (W . D. , 1 Cdn Fd Coy 
R. C. E., 13 Dec 44; W. D., 9 Cdn Armd Regt (B . C. D. ) , 13 Dec 44) 

158 . With B. C. D. a rmour still east of the Naviglio , 
however, the situation of Carlt & York R. c ontinued to be 
extremel y precar ious , At 1248 hours 11 D11 Coy r eporttid that 
t he enemy t anks , t wo Panthers and a Tiger , previously ob ­
served a t the north end of t he secondary road \'J.1µ'e now movi ng 

1 



- 73 -

down t owar ds the dYrke . Under the direc tion of Capt . D. E. 
Smith, tti . C., O. C. 10 11 Coy, a 6-pr anti-tank gun, with a mixed 
gun crew of Carl t & York R. and 51 A. Tk Bt~ was t owed by 
a j eep i n to 11 D11 Coy ' s pos i t ion where i t enga ged the l eadi ng 
Panther . As t he gun was b e ing posit ioned enemy inf antry 
moved in a cros s the f i elds t owards t he canal. Whil e the 
compani es a l ong the dykes and the artill er y engaged t he 
advanc ing infan t r y, the anti- tank gun knockod ou t the 
Pan ther . At t ha t moment the f i rst Sherman en t er ed t he 
br i dgehead , and aga in the enemy was dri von off . (Ac count 
by Lt - Col J . A. Ensor , D. s . o . ; W. D. , Carl t & Yor k R. , 13 De c 
44 ; W. D., 1 A. Tk Regt R. C. A., 13 Dec 44) . Shor tly af t er 
Ha s t & P. E. R. wer e a l s o count er att a cked by tanks b ut 
arti llery D. F . prevent ed any further pene tra t ion on t ha t 
f l ank (W. D., Ha s t & P. E. R., 13 Dec 44 ) . 

159. Wi t h the en try of B. C.D. in to th e br i dgehead 
t he s itua tion wa s somewha t r e l i eved but both Car lt & York R. 
and Hast & P. E. R. wer e by this t ime unabl o to mus t er suf­
f ic ient str en gth t o r ega in the l ost ground . During the duy 
th e t wo ba tta l i ons had r epul sed in all 13 counter a tta cks , 
t h e c ombined eff ort of 190 Reece Regt and Kess elring ' s M.G . 
Bn. (W. D., G,S ,, R.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div , December 1 944 : Ap~x 
39, Int Summar y 107 ; W. D., H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 13 Dec 44 }. 
The br unt of the en emy a t t a cks ha d b een aga i ns t t h e l eft 
f l ank wher e his armour had a di r e c t approa ch down t he short 
road to the dyke . Only tho f i erce r osis t nnce put up by Carlt 
& Yor k R. kep t the Germa.n f rom r eaching the cana l for ding 
pl a ce . Later, from the narrow l odgmen t r e t a ined by t he New 
Brunswick unit , 1 Cdn Inf Div l aunched i t s a t t ack to r ega in 
t he origina l br ~dgehead . From the Ar my Commander , Lt- Gen 
R. L. McCr ear y , next day came the f ol lowing congr a t ul a tions 
to both ba t t a l i on c onnna.nders : 

My b est congra t ula tions on the spl endid a chievomen~ 
of your Bn i n capt uring and hol ding a bridgehead 
over the CANALE NAVIGLI O aga inst r ep ea t ed i nfantry 
and t ank cotmter attacks . Gr oa t gal l antry , endur­
ance and de t er mina tion by all r anks won t his 
important suco ess . The f i ercen ess of th o enemy ' s 
r es istanc e cl early shows the impor t ance of this 
gr ound t o t he enemy . Wel l done i ndeed . 

(W. D., Car l t & Yor k R. , Deoembar 1944 : Appx 18 ; 
W.D., Bast & P. E. R., Dec ember 1944 ; Appx 5) 

160. Innnedi ate action was t ak en a t H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf 
Div when word was r eceived tha t 1 Cdn Inf Bde had been f or ced 
ba ck t o t he canal dyke . Gen Fos t er pl aced L. Edmn R. under 
command of 1 Inf Bde at 1100 hour s , and t his ba ttal i on was 
or der ed t o en t er and r egain the or iginal bridgehead . (1 Cdn 
Inr Bde Operations Log, 13 Dec 44 }. Upon the compl e t i on of L. 
Ed.nm R. t ask 2 Cdn Inf Bde woul d then take over f r om 1 Cdn 
Inf Bde and c on t inue the advance (W. D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 
13 Dec 44) . The whol e of B. C. D. woul d b e a vail ab l e in sup­
port . By midday pl ans wer e c omple t ad a t H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde 
for the L. Edmn R. a t t a ck whioh was se t for 1600 hours wi t h 
"C" Sqn B. C. D. in s upport . The enemy was now put ting up 
f i er ce oppos i tion a ll a l ong t ha Canadi an Cor ps f ront . On 
th e right 12 Cdn Inf Bde had been driven ba ok a cr oss t he 
Navigl i o whil e 3 Cdn Inf Bde , in f r on t of Bagnacavallo, had 
i dentified a new f or ma tion , 98 Inf Div , on its fr on t . (W. D. , 
G. S., H. Q. 1 Cdn Cor p s , De cember 1944 : Appx 57, Int Summar y 
179) 
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161 . iith the cid of ortillery, nort~r , and M.M. G. 
fi r s , the Edaontons g:>t away to a g)od st.rt . Sooke wc.s used 
to help conc3:.i l thi; o::>v"Jacnt o f the tonks . \ii thin half an 
h.:>ur the coapeny on the left reached the area of the. junction 
at thu nor th end of the seconder/ r :.>ed (400398 ), but \'.ithout 
cl os o tunk support os B. C.D. ~~s un~ble to get c round the 
Panther knocked out earl ier by Cnrlt & York R. Eventually, 
however , the tonks by- pnssed the .') bst 1cle ;1 nd j oine1 the 
i nfcnt r y at the r oa d junction . On tho right th;; Ednontons 
oat s t iff opposi tion from ~nfantry r. nd nn S . P . gun holdi ng 
soce IDuses on the dyka r oa d 300 yards below the br idging 
site . One of the B. C. D. t~s wc.s mocked out by the b .P . 
glln , but the wes ter n inf':m try .:>utfl anke l the houses .::nd ofter 
o six hour fight drove off the ene~y and secur ; d the 
posi tion . I n tha centr e of tho bridgcbend L. Edc:tn R, ad­
vanced to the l ~ tera l ro ad west of the cnn~l by 1915 ho urs , 
taking 19 prisoner s i n the procoss . By midnight tne original 
bridgehead hod been r egained '1nd consolid .... ted with two 
s quadr ons ( " A" and " C") of B . C. D. in the nrea . The c.o., 
L. EdJ::ln R. , r eported "Support fr::>ri tonlrs , M.M.G. aor tar s and 
a r t i l l er y wr:. s excellent" . ( (H . S. ) 1~5 . 2E20ll(Dl} Consol ida­
t i on of 1 Cdn I nf Bde Bridgehe Ad over t.bo Noviglio Canal by 
Lt- Col J . R. Stone ( W. D. , L . ~dmn R . , 13 Dec 44 ; W.D. , g Cdn 
.1:~rad Regt ( B. C. D. 1 , 13 Dec 4'~) 

182 . At 2100 hours, 13 Dec, L . Edmn R. r eturned t o 
unde r coClllland H.Q. 2 Cdn I nf Ede . Bri gadi er Boger t ha d now 
COmple tad hi s p l a ns to tnke ..>Ver t h e br·i r1£'Ahaad , a nd had 
move d Sei:if orth of C. up t :> t h e N ... ,4 .... 1 j 1 . (W. D., H. Q. 2 Cdn 
I n f Bae , 1 3 De c 44 ) . By minni~·"' tho latter uni t wa s moving 
a cross the cana l thr~rne:,n L . Edmn R. Enemy a r t i l l e ry f ire in 
t he a r ea of the r~~ssing was thG only form of opposition 
enc oun ter ed , and by 0600 hour R on l~ Dec tho tw ::> l eadi ng 
compan i es were in posi ti~n a long the r oud 200 yar ds west of 
the r oud j uncti...>n on tbs l eft fl onk socur~d ~nrlier by L. 
Edmn R. ( sea para above) . The r e they anxiously ~woi ted 
the a r mour which wa s due to join thc.n a.t first light . For 
encay t onks were still in th~ vicinity scout ing thr~ugh the 
vi nes fo r n conven i ent shot . nt naybre~k L. Ed.Llil R. and 
Seaforth .J f c. were h::>ltling SJ. firm bridgche"d , in approx­
imately the s~.mc positions cs those ::>ccup i ed by H·1st &. P . E . R. 
and Ccrlt &. York R. ~ hours boforo . Ttis tiae , however, the 
infontr y h~d tv10 s qu~drons o f tanks as \~ll :ls a nti - t cn.k 
guns with them , a nd in a ddi ti::>n one co11r · . j · jf thd Edn:::>ntons 
\'IDS l ying in r ~sarve ba hind the d ykG . A h.Jt recep~i.Jn would 
now meet c ny oounter at t .: ck the ener: r ai3ht. l aunch . (W .D. , 
Se'lf or th of C. , 14 Dec ?i:: : .nppx .. ~ , Op Report { W. D. , L . Edmn 
R . 14 Dec 44 ; W. D., 9 Cdn l~rmd ?.uet (B . C. D. 1 , l? Dec 44 ; 
W. D. , l A • Tk Re::t R. C • . : • • , l~-1'1 D0c 44 ) 

163 . But the eneoy launched no counter at t a cks 
dur ing the morning , a lth:::>ugh his t~nks c~ntinued to lurk 
about ths br idgehec d . All our cnti- t Jnk r~sources including 
ar mou r, medium a r tillery, and on ti - t ... nk _;uns, 'Ylfjr':? used to 
good effect . One 6- pr of 57 ,~ . 11k Bty scort-Jd c. hit ~n e. 
Tiger but it .a'1de g::>od its esc pe . .1lth0ugh 2 Cdn lnf ode 
made ~o attempts t :::> m::>ve f orviar d d uring the 'J.') rning , ct 1000 
hour s Westnr R . e ccompnnied by one. sq1rdrJn :) f Ld S.H. 
poss d through L. Edmn R. and proceeJed north to cls~r the 
west bank of the cancl on 5 Cdn ~rmd Div front (see p c ra 188} . 
By this time , Carlt & Yor k R. ~.nd f!cst & P .E.R . had be~n . 
withdr awn into r oser va . Generals ~ oulkes e nd Foster visi ted 
Brigadier B:::>g6rt ' s Headquarter s during the morn~ng !l.lld_ 
dis cussed the s i tuati:::>n with him . Following this ~acting the 
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latter made plans to push out his right flank behind Westmr 
R., advance for about 800 yards, send the Seaforths forward 
slightly, and bring P.P . C. L. I . into the bridgehead to expand 
it to the west . Before b e could put his plan into oxeoution , 
however , the enemy made a fresh move . Shortly after midday 
the forward companies of both battalions came under very 
heavy artillery fire , and soon after enemy tanks were heard 
moving in from the n orth . (W . D. , H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde , 14 Dec 
44) 

164 . ~t 1330 hours the enemy launched a strong at-
tack on L. Edmn R. and at the same time commenced to move in 
on the Seaforths from the south . Under a heavy artillery 
concentration covering the whole bridgehead, four enemy tanks 
with strong supporting infantry began moving down on the 
Edmontons right flank in the area of the dyke road . The en­
suing action lasted for two hours but the Edmontons with 
strong support from the mor tars, M. M. Gs ., an~, avdntUB.lly, 
artillery from both divisions , held firm, an~ the enemy 
fina l ly withdrew. It was an expensive sucoe s for L. Edmn R. 
which suffered some 28 casualties, but a ccor ng to pri soners, 
who said their r eserve c ompany in porticul ar was bodly knocked 
about by our artillery D. F. , a n equally costly f ailure for 
the enemy. Mean\'lhile , the Seaforths had driven off similar , 
but l ess determined , attacks . Th~re a singl e Tiger tank sup­
porting the German infantry r oache d within 60 yar ds of a 
Seaforth position . 1~1 though the tanks and anti-tank guns 
wer e unable to get a shot at it , the infsntry got one PIAT 
bomb hit, and a rifl eman shot the tank commander . The tank 
then withdrew. By 1550 hours the enemy seemed to have bed 
enough, and withdrew out of range~ A number of prisoners 
were oaptured a ll b e ing from 98 Inf Div which was now moving 
in on both sides of Bagnacavallo . During the a ttack our air 
for ce gave very c l ose support to both battal ions . (W. D. , L . 
Edmn R. , 14 Dec; W. D., Seaforth of C. , 14 Dec 44 and kppx A, 
Repor t on Ops) 

165 . With the cessation of t he counte r attacks, 
Br igadier Bogert put into motion his pl an to expand the 
bridgehead . At 1630 hours the Patricias moved through th e 
Seaforths and began advancing sout h a l on g the dyke road , a nd 
the next lat~ra l r oad to tho wes t and by 2015 hours wer e 
wi thin 800 yards of Bagnacavallo . ~ By 0230 hours they had 
taken a n enemy post on the latoral r oad 200 yards farther 
south, and on the left cleared an additional several hundred 
yar ds of the west bank . This advance nett ed the Patricias 
the five - man cr ew of a Panthor tank and 11 en emy infantr y as 
pris oner s . (W. D. , G. S. Br a nch, H.Q. 1 Ca.n Corps , December 
1944 : Llppx 138, Midday Sitrep , 15 Dec 44; W. D. , P . P. C. L. I., 
14 and 15 Dec 44) . On the right flank , meanwhi l e , L. Edmn R., 
taking advantage of the gains made by the Westmins ters , con­
siderab l y improved their positions . (W . D. , L. Edmn R. , 15 
De c 44) . At this time' the bridgohead was s everal hundred 
yards in depth and extended from near the outskirts of 
Bagnacava llo north- east f or n '3nrl y two miles . 

K 11A11 Coy rigb..t at 395394 and 11B11 Coy l ei't at 397390 . 
(W. D. , P . P. C. L. I ., 14 Dec 44) 
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166 . Brigadier Bogert now began pl anning for a 
general advance by all three battalions . Enemy activity , 
however , during the daylight hours of 15 Dec was suffic ient 
to delay the plan until late in the after noon . At 0830 h ours 
three enemy t anks were r eported moving j.n on L. Edmn R. A 
heavy stank was laid on the approach area and the att ack 
r epul sed with one Panther d i sabl ed on one of our protective 
mines laid by the pioneers . K The infantry then att a cked the 
disabled tank with PIATs , killed the crew and captured its 
commander . Although the hostile armour continued to lurk 
about on the brigade front during the r est of the day , keep­
ing the units of t he bri~de in a state of tension , there 
were no further attacks . During the morning P. P . C. L. I . 
l os t f our men , and an officer , in a clash b e tween one of 
their patrol s and an enemy post at a road junction north of 
Bagnacavallo . Lata that afternoon Brigadier Bogert or der ed 
a ll three battalions forward to secure a very limited ex­
pansion of the bridgehead . The Seaforths were to make the 
fi r st move f ollowed by L. Edmn R. at 2000 hours and finally 
P. P. C. L.I . befor e doyli ght on 16 Dec . (W. D., H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf 
Bde, 15 Dec 44 ; W.D., L. Ed.mn R. , 15 Dec 44 ; Consolidation of 
1 Cdn Inf Bde Bridgehead .2£ cit ; W. D., P. P. C. L. I ., 15 Dec 44 ; 
W. D., 9 Cdn Armd Regt (B . C. D:}; 15 Dec 44 ; W. D., Seaforth of 
c., 15 Dec 44) 

167. Seaforth of c. ob j ec tives l ay on the l ateral 
r oad , l o Stradell o, at the crossroads (3933~9) a mil e north 
of Bagnacavallo , and at Casa Zaboni (394403 ) a building 500 
yards farther north on the same r oad . At nightfall the t wo 
forwar d Seaforth sub - units made an uneventful advance t o 
these objective~ while t o th0ir r ear the r emaining two 
companies t ook over the positions they had just vaca t ed. ThA 
supporting tanks wer e unable to r each the ri ght for ward 
c .)mpany , but an ti- tank guns wer e , h~wever, b r ought up , and 
mines l aid covering the r oad a ppr oAch to the companyts 
posi t i on . (W.D., Seaforth of c., 15 D~ c 44 . and Appx A, 
Report on Ops) . In between Seaforth of c. and Westmr R. 
l eft flank (see para 195)J L. Edmn R. attempting t o r each 
the r oad junction at 403408 experienced some opposition . 
Finally a company attack inc l uding t anks and with li ght 
artillery and mor t ar support was a rranged . Although its 

K Of the l aying of these min0s , the War Diar y of H. Q. 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde s ta tos : 

nnother outstanding faature of the oper ati on has 
been tho use of British Mk VA Tk mines . This is 
the first time that t he infan try of 2 Cdn Inf Bde 
have l aid the mines during battl e and without s ap­
por hel p . Tho experimon t has been mos t successful . 

{W. D., H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde , 1 7 Dea 44) 

KK The War Di ary of B. C. D. on this date (1 5 Dec 44) makes the 
following compar is on be tween tha German and t he ~llied 
t anks : 

His arm0ur is defi r!l t e l y superior in cr oss - c ountry 
performance and his t anks a r e able to move about 
almost at will where.:~ s ours , a l though greatl y sup­
arior in numb e~s , are very largel y r oad- bound. 

(W . D., 9 Cdn ~rmd Regt (B . C. D. ) , 15 Dec 44 ) 
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supporting tanks were unable to get forward due to a knocked­
out enemy tank obstructing the road , the Edmontons success­
fully rushed the position, capturing several prisoner s . The 
enemy continued to be very active in the vicinity but by 
midnight the tanks and a Wasp flamethrower had joined the 
Edmontons, and the latter had firmly consolidated the area. 
(W . D. , L. Edmn R. , 15 Dec 44; Consolidation of 1 Cdn Inf Bde 
Bridgehead) . The final move in accordance with the Brigade 
Commander ' s plan took place in the earl y hours of the 16th. 
ht 0500 Hours in a short and very successful action P. P. C. L. I. 
seized and occupied a numb er of buil dings (392395) lying 
about 500 yards due south of the cr oss roads on lo Stradello. 
In this attack the Patricias suffered no casualties against 
the enemy's five killed and 23 prisoner s . (W .D. , P.P . C.L. I • . 
16 Dec 44 and /1ppx 44 , History of "J:.. " Company , 15- 16 Dec 44) 

168 . Throughout the 16th the enemy armour was in 
evidence on the perimeter of the bridgehead but was kept at 
a safe distance by the guns of the medium artillery. The 
divisional connnander had now decided to shif t 2 Cdn Inf Bde 
to the quieter sector aast of the town of Bagnacavallo held 
by 3 Cdn Inf Bde , and to bring the latter formation into the 
Naviglio bridgehead in its pl ace . That night between 1800 
hours and 0140 hours the changeover took pl ace . Of the 
period spent in the Naviglio bridgehead, the r eport of 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde states 11 •• • never before has the shelling been heavier 
or his counter attacks stronger" . {( H-.8. ) 2340~, 013 (DlO): 
2 Cdn Inf Bde Repor t on Oper ations , 1 Dea 44 t o 8 Jan 45 ) 

5 CDN ARMD DIV, THE CROSSING OF THE LkMONE, AND 
THE ADVANCE TO THE FOSSO MUNIO, 10 - 15 DEC 44 

169 . It is necessary at this point to turn our 
attention to 5 Cdn Armd Div , and examine the manner in which 
that divi sion pl anned , prepared , and executed , it~ shar e of 
t he Corps offensive over and beyond the Lamone River . ~s 

will be r emember ed the corps pl an was for simultaneous 
a ssaults by both divisions on singl e-brigade fronts . 5 Cdn 
krmd Div intended to cr oss the river in the vic inity of 
Villanova (4541) and exploit in a north- westerly directi on . 
The divisional p l an issued on 6 Dec directed that 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde , with under command B. C. D. and 16 Bty 4 A. Tk Regt 
R. C. 11. , would carry out the operation. In support would be 
10 Fd Sqn R. C. E . , 14 Fd Sqn R. C. E. , Mortar Coy 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde Sp Gp (P . L. Fus) , and the divisional artillery . Timed 
originally to commence at 2030 h ours 6 Dec , the brigade 
assault would take place in silence on a two battalion f r ont , 
c . B. Hi ghrs on the right and Perth R. on the l eft . Crossing 
the river in assault boats the two units would seize a brid~ 
head ext ending, on the right t o the area of Ma oello (460424) , 
on the left t o Borgo di Vill anova (4440), and in depth t o 
the Via Agut a , which l ay parallel to, and 1000 yards beyond, 
the river . In tha s econd phase, according to the divisional 
pl an , 11 Cdn Inf Bde would: 

Phase II - expl oi t towards FUSIGNANO 
3744 via x rd 4341 rd junc 421426 

t owards BAGNACAVaLLO 3838 via rd junc 
440401 - r d junc 412393 

( ( H. 8 . ) 244C5. 015 {D3) : 5 Cdn l\rmd Div 
Operations Log , 6 Dec 44 ) 
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that is along the Via Cocchi towards Fusignano and the Via 
Cogollo towards Bagnacavallo . To di ver t the attention of the 
enemy from the a r ea of the main acti on , two flanking brigades, 
12 Cdn Inf Bde and 5 Cdn Armd Bde , would stage fire demon­
strations at Borghetto d i Tr aversara and Mezzano _r espec tively. 
In addition 5 Cdn .A.rmd Bde woul d relieve Ir R. C. and Perth R., 
and 12 Cdn Inf Bde would place one battalion on one hour's 
notice fr om 0600 hours 7 Dec to come under command 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde . For the river passage each unit would receive 12 as ­
sault boats and one Class 2 r aft . Tha handling of the f ormer 
would be the r esponsibility of the infan try, and of the lat­
t er that of 1 6 Batt ery. 200 yards ups tream from the demol ­
ished bridge a t Villanova , the divisional engineers planned 
to er ect a Class 9 F . B. E., and a Class 40 raft . The estim­
ated time of completion of these was t o be 16 and 24 hours 
r espectivel y af t e r 11 H11 hour. As the initial attack was t o 
be a s ilent one there would be no a r tiller y concentrations 
fired, except for certain harassing tasks a l ong the line of 
the Fosso Vetro . If surpr ise wer e l ost , the c odeword 
"BEDLAM" would be passed , and the artill ery and mortars would 
open up on pre- arr anged t a r gets a l ong the perime ter of the 
proposed bridgehead. In b r igade reserve Ir R. C. and B. C. D. 
would be prepared to pass through e ither P~rth R. or O. B. 
Highrs . ((H.S . ) 244C5. 013(D4) : History of Operations 5 Cdn 
Armd Div, 2 Dec 44 t o 12 Jan 45 , Part II ; W. D., H. Q. 11 Cdn 
Inf Bde , Decemb er 1944 : Appx 5 , 11 Cdn Inf Bde Op Order No . 
10, 6 Dec 44 ) 

170 . Between the Lamone and t he Senio Rivers, t he 
country bas much the same physical characteristics as that 
c over ed previously by 5 Cdn Armd Div in its oper ati ons at 
the beginning of the month (s ee para 81), except that the 
water courses west of the Lamond are dyked and dmbanked and 
woul d be more difficul t t o cross . Within the space of one 
mile four of these , Fosso Vetro, Fosso Vecchio , Canal e 
Navigli o, and the Fosso Munio, r an acr oss the divisional 
front . Due to t he he ight of the embankment s , especially in 
t he c~se of the Canale Naviglio , and the seasonal lack of 
c over , the enemy had a commanding view of the ground on this 
sector . West of the Naviglio cover was more plentiful . 
Although east- west roads t o the Sonio were not pl entiful in 
the 5 Cdn Armd Div zone of oper a tions , lateral communications 
were somewhat better , some four r ou t es running in a n orth­
eas t erly directi on acr oss the f r ont to l ink up with the Via 
Reale (Route 16) . Since th~ enemy would undoub t edly en­
deavour t o demolish the bridges carr ying the forward r outes 
over the severa l water barriers eng inee ring t asks would be 
heavy . ((H.S.) 244C5 .0l~{D4) : Report on Operations 12 Cdn 
Inf Bde , 7 t o 21 Dec 44) 

171 . Intelligence r eports , at this time, named 114 
Jaager Divis i on as the formation oppos ing 5 Cdn Armd Div, 
with 741 Jaeger Regt holding the soc t or from south of Route 
16 t o Borghetto di Traversa ra . Prior to the att ack the 
intelligence staff at Headquarter s 5 Cdn hrmd Div gave the 
f ollowing as the pr obab l e di sposition of this r egiment : 

South of Highway 16 n o furthe r p;-~ have been taken 
and oan onl y assume that 741 has t aken up posns in 
a like manner to its MONTONE dispositions, tha t is 
with III/?41 t o the NORTH then 1/ 741 and II/741 t o 
the SOUTH . However , 11 Bn has suffer ed heavily in 
loss es and could be taken out for r eorganizing and 
reinforcing. I/ 721 which came quickl y over s evera l 
days a go t o stop- gap NE of RUSSI, has not b een 
identi£ied since crossing the r iver and may well ba 
s oon destined aga in to r e j oi n its own r egt. 

1 



- 79 -

Cer tainly i f t he weather r emains bad for a few days 
the German will take full advantage of any quiet 
per iod t o r es huff le his formati ons . 114 Reece is 
believed to be s till the r ight - f l anking bn of the 
Di v . 

(( H. S . ) 244C5 . 023 (Dl): 5 Cdn Armd Di v 
Int ell igence Summar y No . 78 , 7 Dec 44 ) 

The three ba t tal ions of 7~1 Jaeger Regt wer e esti ma t ed t o 
have a t o t a l s trength of be t ween 425 and 475 men. ( Ibid ) 5 
Cdn hrmd Di v In trep No . 27 , 7 Dec 44 ; (H . S . )224Cl . 023(Dll) : 
1 Cdn Cor ps Intelligence Summary No , 173 , 7 Dec 44 ) 

172 . Dur ing t he day , 6 Dec , 5 Cdn hrmd Bde r elieved 
Perth R, and I r R.c. al ong Route 16 be t ween Os t er ia and 
Me zzano . On the left el ements of both Lan & Ren Soot R. a nd 
Westmr R, wer e up t o t he Lamone opposite Bor ghetto di 
Tra ver sa r a . In t he morning Br igadi er I .S . Johns ton , Commander 
11 Ccln Inf Bde , h e l d an or der s gr oup at which he br ief ed his 
unit c ommanders and t he r epr esentatives of the suppor ting 
a r ms . However , l a t e t ha t af t e r noon , as not ed earlier i n this 
r epor t (para 133 ) the oper a ti on wa s postponed ; in the event 
f or s ever a l days . I n the interven ing per iod 5 Cdn Armd Di v 
activity a l ong the r i ver was limi t ed to reconnais sance and 
f i gh t i ng pa trol s . Duri ng t he night 5/6 Dec patrol s or C. B. 
Highrs submi t t ed the f ol lowing r eports on t he Bor go di 
Vil lanova and Villanova si t es r es pectively : 

(1) Re ece patrol 1 offr 2 Ors plus cover i ng par t y 
of 6 t o river at 448408 . Hear d ha lf track 
veh i cles moving in to Bor ge Villanova and a l ong 
r oad on opposi t e bank of river . He i ght of 
river bank 55- 40 ft . Wor k parties hear d a l ong 
river bank . Width of river appr ox 50 ft , depth 
over 6 ft . Curr ent slow dr i ft . Reported as 
i nf' obs t a o l e - .I.. . Tk guns c ould n ot b e man­
handled a cr oss . 

(2) Same composition a s above , t o r i ve r a t 453415 . 
Repor t voices fr om oppos ite bank and mov vic­
i nity demolished bridge . Hei ght of river bank 
20 - 25 f t , width 70 ft . J~ Tk guns canno t be 
manhandl ed acr oss a t this point . 

( 5 Cdn Ar md Div, Oper a t ion s Log , 
6 De o 44 ) 

R. C. E. pa t r ol s t o the Lamone the same n igh t r epor t ed the 
wid th of the river a s 40 - 60 f t , with dyke a ppr oaches 15 
f oo t high f ollowed by a shar p dr op t o t he river bed ( ibid) . 
Patr ol s of Perth R., which unit was now in pos i tion on the 
l eft of C. B. Hi ghrs eas t of t he hamle t of Santerno (4540) , 
made s i milar findi ngs . During the night 9/10 Dec C. B. Hi ghrs 
eva cuated a numb er of ci vilia ns , who had b een l i vi ng i n caves 
a l ong the river bank , t o a safer a r 8a . Ea r l y i n the mornin g 
of 10 Dec the Divisional Commander vis ited Headquarter s 11 
Cdn Inf Bde wher e he had a f inal di scussion with Br igadi er 
I . S . J ohns t on on the oper a ti on which wa s now s e t t o take 
pla ce a t 1930 hours t hat night . (12 Cdn Inf Bde Repor t .Q2. 
cit ; W. D. , H. Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde , 6- 10 Dec 44 , and 1.ppx 10 : 
11 Cdn Inf Bde Oper a t ions Log, 10 Doc) 
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173 . Shor tly before "H" hour on 10 Dec t he guns and 
mortars of 5 Cdn Armd Bde and 12 Cdn Inf Bde b egan hannnering 
the enemy positions on their r espeotive fronts {s ee para 129 
for description of the 5 Cdn rlrmd Bde demonstration) . Mid­
way between the two in the comparatively quiet Villanova 
s ec tor infantr y of C, B. Highrs and Perth R. began moving for­
ward to their r espective crossing plac es . kt the appointed 
time the first boats slipped silently into the water , and the 
oper ation began. hlthough the leading sub - units of both 
battalions compl e t ed the passage of the river without dif­
f iculty , Perth R. r eporting compl e t e surprise , C. B. Highr s 
very quickl y reported that surprise had been lost . At 1952 
hours Headquarters 11 Can Inf Bde r e ceived the s i gnal 
11 BEDLhM 11 f rom t his unit , and , as a r esult , t he full weight of 
the divisiona l ar t illery b egan coming down on the perime t er 
of the br idgehead . Bef ore the enemy in Villan ova had time to 
ge t properly organized , however, C. B. Bighrs were in the 
midst of his defences . By 2140 hours the village and some 43 
prisoners of war were in their hands . During t he next hour 
the Highl ander s pushed through Villanova and along the Via 
Chi esa towards its junction (447423) with the l Atera l Via 
Agut a . '~dvancin g at a steady r a te , clearing small groups of 
the enemy f r om the houses on either side of the road as they 
went , the company made good progr ess , and at 0030 hours 
r eported tha t it W'"'.S on tho ubjvCtiv~. Enorzy S !Ps . ::firing l 
from the Via i.guta wi tb.1rew to the north as C. B. Higbrs 
r eached the r oad . These continued to b e a souree of trouble , 
however, s o the Highl ander s despatched their t ank hunting 
platoon to hold the road junction 500 yards to the north on 
the Via hguta . .kt 0200 hours C. B. Bighrs e l ements on the 
right r eached a point midway between Ma.ce llo and Villanova on 
the road skirting t he was t bank of the Lamone and shor tly 
after the unit ~eported all initial objectives secured . 
During the night Headquarter s 11 Cdn Inr Bde di rected Westmr 
R., now under its command~ to cross the Lamone a t 0600 hours 
and take over the posi tions then occupied by C. B. Highrs . 
By 0900 hour s this r e l ief was complete and t he l a tter unit 
withdrawn for a r es t to Bor go di Villanova . (5 Cdn A.rmd Div 
His tory Par t II; (H, S . ) 145 . 205013(Dl) : Oper ation of C. B. 
Hi gh.rs for per iod 2 Dec to 27 Dec 44 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde Oper­
ations Log, 10-11 Dec ; (ll . S . ) 244C5 , 015(D3) : 5 Cdn Armd Div 
Oper ations Log, 11 Deo ; W. D., Westmr R,, 11 Deo 44) 

174 . J;.s already men tioned , in Per th R. s ector the 
i n i tia l assault a chieved almost complete surprise , By 2035 
hours t h e uni t had one company on the r i ver road (448413) 500 
yards north of the village of Bor go di Villanova , whil e a 
second which had passed through t he village was advancing up 
t he Via Coe chi towards the Via ~.guta cr ossroads . In s uc cess­
ion the r emaining two companies of Perth R. then moved into 
the b r idgehead , the first into Borgo di Villanova to mop up 
enemy parties by- passed in the or iginal assaul t , the s econd 
to push across country to cut the Via r.guta (at 443417) mid­
way b e tween t he Via Cocchi and the Via Chiesa . This l att er 
ob jec tive was reached without serious opposition by 0200 
hour s 11 Dec . On the l ef t the l eading company , in the 
vicinity of some hous es on the Via Coochi (a t 440412) , was 
sti l l 400 yards from the crossroads, and under heavy enemy 
fire from the line of the Via Agut a . The Perths continue d 
t o make pr ogr ess , however, until 0335 hour s when they were 
wi thin 100 yards of t h8 crossroads . There despite several 
attempts to ge t for ward , increasing opposition brought the 
a dvance to a halt. ((H. S . )145 . 2Pl0ll(D2) : Oper a tions of t he 
Perth R. for Per iod 2 Dec to 27 Dec 44 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
Oper ati ons Log , 10-11 Dec ; 5 Cdn /irmd Div Oper ations Log , 
11 Dec} 
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175 . In the meantime Br igadier Johnston had commit-
ted ·his third battalion on the left of the bridgehead . At 
2315 hours he placed Ir R. C. on one hour's notice to move , 
and shor tly after issued final instructions to the Irish 
commander, Lt- Col R. C. Clark . Colonel Clark ' s battalion was 
to cross the Lamone at Bergo di Villanova , and thrust south 
along the r iver road towards its junction with the Via 
Oogollo (440401) then , wi t h the Via Cogollo as the unit axis, 
exploit south- west t owards Bagnacavallo . At t he same t ime 
Perth R., with its r ear and l eft flank c over ed by t he move of 
Ir R. C ~ would make a strong effort t o r each the crossing of 
the Via Coochi over t he Canale Naviglio . Tha I r ish began 
cross ing t he Lemone at 0200 hours, and by 0535 hours its 
l eading sub- units on the r iv0r r oad wer e within 200 yar ds 
of t he Via Cogol lo . Thero was some fighti ng at the r oad 
j unction but by 061 5 hours the Irish had cons ol idated thi s 
objec t ive and t aken nine pr isoner s . Wi t hout pausing the 
battal i on continued its advance moving n ow along the Via 
Cogoll o . By 0805 hours aft0r e sharp action , which cost the 
enemy 10 killed and 20 pris oner s , tho Irish reached and 
captured intact tho Via Cogollo bridge over tho Fosso Vetr o 
(428398) . Shortly af t e r a second sub - unit arr i ved at the 
Ve tro 300 yar ds t o tha north of the m~in axis in time t o 
gain possession of' a second undamaged bridge (427402) . .t'-bout 
this time the enemy put in t wo smell counter a ttacks agains t 
Ir R. C. , ono i n the area of the Fosso Ve tro the other a t the 
norther n end of the Via Cogoll o . Both attacks were repulsed 
and a further ten or isoners taken . ~t 0900 hours the 11 Cdn 
Inf Bde unit c1'ossed the Vetro , and at 1335 hours, under a 
hail of small arms and S. P. gun fi r e , r eached the demolished 
bridge over the Foss o Vecchio . l1t this point Ir R. C. halted 
and consolidated its gains in preparation for a f urther 
advance . Since i t cross ed the Lemone that mornin g the unit 
had advanced s ome 3 1 000 yar ds, in the course of which it had 
done consider abl e r i ghting , taken 50 prisoners , and inflicted 
at l east tha t many ca sual ties on the '3nemy . (W. D. , Ir R. C., 
11 Dec 44; 11 Cdn Inf Bde OpAra ti ons Log , 10- 11 Dec 44; 5 
Cdn Armd Div Oper a tions Log, 11 Dec) 

1?6 . By this time Per th R, had secured the l ast of 
its initia l objectives . During the mornin g an enemy t ank 
and an S . P. kept t he unit under fi r e until they wer e finally 
driven off by a heavy a rtiller y concentrati on . Later tha t 
morning Lt- Col M. W. b.ndrews , connnanding officer Perth R., 
came f or ward and af t e r a rapid appr eciation of the situation 
de c ided to make another at t emp t t o s e ize the crossroads 
using two c ompanies suppor t ed b y artiller y . J1 t 1 200 hours , 
thi s attack supported by mortars and small arms fire went 
i n . By 1425 hours , having met only moderate enemy resis t ­
ance, t he Per ths had consol idated on the objective , and 
taken fi ve of the enemy prisoner . Towar ds evening suppl ies 
came up , and the troops received a hot meal. (W . D., Per t h 
R., 11 Dec 44 ; Oper ations Perth R. , op cit; 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log , 11 Dec) -- ~-

177 . Connnencing that mornin g and continuing into 
the late afternoon th e enemy made a ser ies of strong but 
ineff e cti ve a ttempts t o br eak through Westmr R. and r oll up 
the bridgehead f r om the r ight flank . The f i rst of t hese 
att acks devel oped at 1000 hours when hi s infantry suppor t ed 
b y 1 5- 20 tanks and S . P . guns* came in on the Westminster •a 

~ Accor ding t o intelligence sour ces the enemy unit involved 
was 190 Reece Bn of 90 Pz Gr Div (W . D., G.S ., H. Q. 1 Cdn 
Inf Div , December 1 944 : ilppx 27 , Int Summary No . 105) 
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positi ons from t he directi on of Rou t e 16 down the two lateral 
r oads paralleling the Lamone. Although s upporting aircraft 
early appeared over the fighting zone, due t o the c l oseness 
of the aotio~ t heir activities were restricted t o s trafing 
attacks on the h ostile armour . Lt the cessation of the at­
tacks four enemy tanks remained on the field , victims of the 
Westminster's PIJ..Ts. Befor e the end of the day the enemy 
made two f urther a ttempts t o break thr ough the Canadian def­
ences . At 1500 hours f i a ld and medium artillery fire broke 
up the first of thase b ef or e it could ge t under way. Five 
hours l ater the infantry r epulsed the s e cond , and last, 
attack . Unfortunate ly , i n spite of tha i ntensity of the 
artiller y fi r e dir ected a ga ins t him, the enemy mana ged to 
recover the f our t a nks damaged 1n the first en gagements . 
Several Littl e johns wer e availablo i n the bridgehea d by early 
morning ) and at l east two of thes e wer e with the f or war d 
troops of Westmr R. (W. D., Westmr R. (Mot) , 11 Dec 44 ; 11 
Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log , 11 Dec 44 ; (H . S , ) 244C5 . 023(Dl ) : 
5 Cdn J~rmd Div Int Summary , No . 83 , 12 Dec 44). An ontr y in 
the r egimental h is t ory of 4 A. Tk. Regt, R. C.A., how-
ever , describes these as probably having more effect on the 
moral e than on the tanks of the enemy : 

Daylight found four "Little john" equipments in 
position in the b ridgehead . il.Il enemy c ounter­
att ack directed at the right flank of the bridge ­
head and supported by 11 Tiger" and "Panther" t anks , 
was successfull y r epuls ed, mor e by virtue of the 
pr esence of high velocity weapons i n the a r ea than 
by the effectiveness of the 2 pounders which gun 
was soon to b e abandoned . 

((H . S . )142 . 7A4003(Dl): History of 4 Canadian f.lnti ­
Tan.k Regiment Roya l Cana dian hrtiller y 1940- 1945) 

178 . In accordance with the en gineer plan f or the 
assaul t ove r the Lamone Rive r work began earl y on the night 
10/11 Dec on t he c ons truction of two crossi ngs , 200- 300 yards 
ups tream f r om the demolished br idge at Vill anova . Thes e were 
a Cl ass 9 F . B. E . (at 450415) and a Class 40 Bailey Pontoon 
bridge (at 452415) , Wor k on the Class 9 connnenced a few 
minutes before midnight on 10 Dec, that on the Cl ass 40 about 
0200 hours 11 Dec . Fr om the start hostile fi r e continually 
i nterrup t ed operations . 10 Fd Sqn , constructing t he Cl ass 9 
Br i dge , were unable to bul ldoze on the river dyke until 0400 
hours when they rece ived an armour ed b ulldozer . The exper­
ience of this uni t , as descr i bed in the f ol lowing pa ssage 
from i ts War Diary , was typical of the difficul ti es encount­
er ed by the engineers 1 

Enemy fi r e was spasmodic unt il daylight came when 
t he enemy could then obs ~rve th~ activi ties on t op 
of the dyke and throughout tha untire morning , 
f r equent heavy mdrt:a.ring of the si t e was encounter ed . 
One stonk lasted f or three quarters of an hr . 
il.l though the wor k was hel d up for shor t per iods , 
Lt . Young continually ralli ed bis men back to the 
job and continued wor k . !, t one stage , a sniper 
became qui t e troublesome and was effectively dealt 
wi th by a spr party . By 1400 hours mortar fi r e 
had died off considerably a lthough the area was 
being she lled s pasmod i ca lly but accurately . It was 
only Lt. Young ' s grim de termination that work b e 
completed and his appar ent contempt for danger, 
t ha t he was abl e to hol d his men, who wer e by this 
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time very tired and considerably shaken , on the job . 
In spite of this shelling and occasional UG bursts 
from downstream, the work wa s pr essed on, and fin ­
ally completed at 1845 hours . 

(W. D., 10 Fd 3qn R. C. E. , 11 Dec 44) 

~t 1932 hours the head of a column of wireless vehicles , 
jeeps , and carriers , taking ammunition , rations, and anti­
tank guns , forward, began moving over the Lamone on this 
bridge . Not until 0510 hours 12 Dec , however , when 14 Fd 
Coy R. C. E. compla t ed the Class 40, were tha heavier vehicles 
suoh as the tanks able to make the passage of the river . 
(W. D. , Headquarters R. C. E. , 5 Cdn Arma Di v, De cember 1944; 
Appx 2, Engineer Sitreps 11- 12 Dec 44; 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
Oper ations Log, 11 Dec 44) 

179 . By evening of 11 Doc Headquarters 5 Cdn Armd 
Div was r eady to send 12 Cdn Inf Bdo into the bridgehead. 
Orders were a ccordingly issued for the brigade to take over 
that night the right sector from inclusive the line of the 
Via Chi esa to north- east exclusiv~ Route 16 . Rel ieved of 
responsibility for the open r i ght flank of the bridgehead 
11 Cdn Inf Bde would press forward on the axis of the Via 
Coochi and endeavour to seize crossings over the Canale 
Naviglio at Osteria (4242) . hdditionally, once the engineers 
had completed the Class 40 raft , 5 Cdn 1~rrnd Bde would send 
a s quadron of t anks and two dismounted squadrons of 5 Cdn 
l rmd Regt (8 N. B. H.) to cut the Via Reale north or Mezzano . 
The sq~drons of B. C. D. would be assigned one to each or the 
two infantry brigades of 5 Cdn Armd Div and one to under 
command of· 1 Cdn Inf Div . J.t 1940 hours 12 Cdn Inf Bde 
assumed connnand of its new s ector . f.t that time two of 
Brigadier Johnston 's battalions were already holding positicns 
on the perimeter of the bridgehead; Westmr R. , which now 
r everted to under his command , and P. L .D. G., whi ch had earlier 
r elieved C. B. Highrs in Villanova and the right-flanking 
company of Perth R. on the Via •• guta . By 2020 hours Lan & 
Ren Scot R. had crossed the Lam.one and concen trated in Bor go 
di Villanova , (W ,D., G. S ., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div , 11 Dec 44 ; 
(H.S . )" 244C5 , 016 (Dl): 5 Cdn l~rmd Div Intentions , 11 Dec 44 ; 
W .D,, H, Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 11 Dec 44 ; W .D, , H. Q. 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde , December 1944 ; Lppx 3 1 12 Cdn Inf Bda Operations Log, 
11 Dec 44 ; W. D., Lan & Ren Scot R., 11 Dec 44 ; W, D., 4 
P. L. D. G., 11 Dec 44 ; Report on Oper ations 12 Cdn Inf Bde QE. 
cit) 

180, During the n igh t 11/12 Dec Ir R. c . crossed the 
Vecchio , and in conjunction with Hast & P. E. R. {s ee para 1~9 ), 

pushed forward t o the Naviglio . In the course of the morning 
and afternoon Lt- Col Clark ' s companies att empt ed without 
success to drive out the enemy still r emaining east of the 
Navigl io north of the line of the Via Cogollo. (W. D. , Ir 
R. C. , 12 Dec 44 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 12 Deo 44) • 
During the night Perth R. r es umed its advance up the Via 
Cocchi, and shortly bef or e daybreak , r eached the Fosso 
Vecchio . Ther e the Perths halted and c onsolidated . For the 
enemy fr om positions on the high dykes of the Na viglio 
commanded the whole a r ea forward of the Vecchio, and it was 
apparent that any further advance during the hours of day-
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light would b e most costly.* (Oporations of Perth R • ..£E cit ; 
W. D., Pe rth R., 11- 12 Doc 44; 11 Cdn Inf Bde Oper a tions Log, 
12 Dec 44) 

181 . In 12 Cdn Inf Bde sector a t f i rst l ight on 12 
Doc Westmr R. commenced clea ring the west bank of the Lamone 
in tho di rection of Mozzano. Shortly a ft er dismount e d e l e ­
ments of Ld S. H. crossed tho river into Mczzano and finding 
no signs of tho onomy turned south a long the river road to 
l ink up with the Wo stminstors . The latter , meanwhile , having 
encounte r ed l ittl e opposit ion had made good progr ess and a t 
1200 hour s conta cted Ld S. H. at the edge of tho bui l t - up area 
of the town. (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Oper­
ations Log, 12 Doc 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bdc Oper at ions Log, 12 Dec 
44) 

182 . While the Westmr R. and Ld S. H. we r e thus 
engaged, 5 Cdn Armd Regt (8 N. B. H. ) and P. L. D. G. had com­
menced op6r ati ons intended to e xtend the right flank of the 
br idgehead to the north and north- east . Early that morning 
8 N.B . H. cr ossed tho Lamone and pass i ng through Villanova 
moved north a l ong tho Via Aguta towa r ds Rout e 16. In the 
l at t er part of the morning the Hussars r oa ched the main high­
way where for a time thoy wore und er heavy a rtillery fir e . 
Patro l s north a long the highway r eported it clear of the 
enemy as far as the Fosso Vet ro . To secure the a r ea 8 N. B. H. 
now established a firm position astride the Via Roa l e a f ew 
hundr ed yards north of tho Via Aguta junction and i n addi tion 
put out a standing patrol near whcr0 Via al Conventello forks 
to tho north- cas t. I n the me antime P , L. D. G., which had com­
mence d to move f orwar d once t he armoured r egiment had passed 
through , had reached tho Fosso Vecchio . The advance of the 
infantry unit took it a l ong thu Viazza Nuova , the roa d run­
ning from tho Vi a Aguta ove r Canal e Navigl io r oughly midway 
b e tween Via Cecch i and Rout e 16 . P.L. D. G. mot wi th n o op­
position , and at midda y a patrol r each ed t ho near bank of tho 
Navigl io· wherc it 0bservod enemy troops digging i n on the 
f a r side . In t he course of tho aft ernoon t he battalion fac ed 
up to the Fosso Vecch io with two c ompanies , one on o ithor 
side of the Viazza Nue va , Thus , l a st light on 12 Dec found 
5 Cdn Armd Div on t h G gene r a l lino of the Fos so Vecchio and 
actively patrolling forward t0 tho Canelo Navi glio a long the 
greater part of tho front wh i ch now 0xtonded from Route 16 a t 
Mezzano to the lin e of tht; Via Cogollo . (12 Cdn Inf Bde 
Report ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operations Log , 12 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde Oper at i ons Log , 12 Dec 44; W. D., P.L. D. G., 12 Dec 44) 

183 . The gener a l plan now was to assault over the 
Canal e Naviglio during t he night 12/13 Doc on a two divisional 
front . On tho ri ght 12 Cdn Inf Bdo wou ld put in two bat ­
talion attac k over t he Naviglio and firm up on the near bank 
of t he Fosso Mun io . At thu same time 1 Cdn Inf Bde would 
cross th~ r iver and soizo a bridg0hoad on t ho far side about 
2000 yards north- cast of Bagna cavallo . I n t elligence r eports 

Botwoe n t h e Ve tro and V0 cc h i o, north of Via Coc chi 
is a ba r e gre.infiold - no vi nes or tr·eos ••• almost a 
half mile squar e . On tho sout h of the road is the 
usua l patt ern of small fi elds . The Vecchi o is 
crossed by a 70 foot Bail~ y bridg0 . Dykes here are 
8 fo ot h i gh. The ditch is 15 foot deep . From its 
banks the much higher banks of the Naviglio arc 
visible across open f i 0lds on both s ides of ~he Via 
Cecchi . 

(Ita l y - TopoGr aphica l No t es , 
P • 31) 
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on 12 Dec i ndio".t 1;;d t h r.t th o cmony r ec ontly had b olster ed 
tho strengt h of 114 J n 0eor Division by tho a dditi on of t ho 
newly fo r nod M. G. Bn Fie l d M~.rsm 1 Kes selring (soc pc. r e. 1 .50) . 

184 . Tho 12 Cd n I nf Bd o pl~ c t.l lGd f er Lan & Ron 
Scot R ., on t he l oft , e.nd P . L .D. G., on th o ri ght , t o c. t tc ck 
over th e i~uvigli u , u.s i nG c.s t h\jir c.xi s of £'.'lv cnc cl thl,; Via 
Co cohi and Vi azza ITuov r-. r ospcc t i vvl y . '·:est of th 1,; ce..no.l 
each b ~ttulion wou l d ost~ bl ish ~ bridb vh und op posite its 
crossing p l a c e , f P.Oi uG up t o t h 0 Fos:o Munio ; nl ong tbo 
brigt do fron t th v distc.nc0 b et ween t hoso t wo w~tor 0b s t1nclos 
v nrioc! fro n 300 y erds .... n tho r i bht t o 700 y:rrds on t h v l oft . 
Once t hey ~d s ocur vd t ile cov(.;r i.1t; p J si t i on , P . L . :;) .G. w::>uld 
turn s::>uth- wost , ~d c .Jnduct 0p1...r-.t i ons w cl c =-.r ,>ut tm 
cnon.y bet ween tti. c t:uni o ~.nd the Na vi glio one.: link up the two 
bridgchonds . Lan & Run Scot R. would s ecure th o nour bc..nk 
of t ho Munio frori (41 811,31 ) r oughly opposi t o Os t eri c. to in ­
clufil v o th e Vir. Ch i o.I'll bridCP ( in2424 ) , !l dis tune .... o f ::.bout 
900 yo.rds . I n supp:irt of th ..... .Jpc. r~.ti un the di vi sion-.1 :...rti 1-
l o ry v.ould. hav~ :. s o:r i e s ,,;f ccnc .... n-cr::.t i ons :.iv:..i lnbl .., to the 
a tt :ick inB uni ts on C .'.!11 .. 3nQ.ncorinG pr ob l 0ns rr: i s e C. by 
such 211 advance pr onisvd t J b ~ .llfficult ~nd t ho C. R. E . 5 
Cdn .;...rnd Di v i nf or n ... d th.:. Di visi on~.l Conr::cnd er t bn t he "wa s 
vary worriGd n.s t a th o S..1C C \3 S S v f t~ll.. opcr :-.ti on duu t o tho 
f n ot thnt tho si to s w1...r o DF ·t; a.sks of J orr:y ". (YI . D., H. q, ., 
R. C.E • .5 Cdn - ~rnd Div , 12 D00 l!-fr ) . Ho st.:lt od , howeve r , that 
he night h a ve t h a f ir st two ob:::t. ~c lvs pfls oo.ble t 0 t o.nks by 
fi r s t light on 13 Dec , if t hare were no d el ays e.nd no s hel l ­
i ng . During t he c vaninG of 12 Dec Lr- n & RE.n Scot R . nov vd 
up fro n '3or co di Villcnov~ , "Ld o. t 211 .5 h our s ix> t h b ~tito.lions 
cro ssed t he s tart l i no on t ho Fosso Vecchio . (Ibid ; w.n., 
H .1,., R. O · --· 5 Oc.l.n .. ..r~ Div , 12 Doc '~4 ; 12 Cdn ~do Report) 

185 . J.\.s t hcro w:-.s on l y on u us :-,bl o crossing ov e r the 
Fos so v~cchio i n t h eir s ector , P . L.D. G. conpani o s e xpe rienced 
a slight dol~y i n pe.ssi .Il6 th e st~rt l ino . Despite tbi. s , t he 
ini ti '1.l at t c.ck :i chi cv ~d sur pri so , end f ar ... tine ~11 v~n t 
we ll . __ t 222.5 hours th6 for\1-:rd sub - unit s roe chud t he Cena. l e 
N'lvigl i o . Duiint:; th o non h our , c. ccorCing t o repor ts r u c ci ved 
at Battalion fioadq1.r~rtc rs P.L.D.G., bo t h conp'IDi o s cro ssod 
t h o Navi gl i o . FrorJ t hon on , hoNov ..... r , th e sittn ti on d ot or ior­
ate d r apidl y . Stro.gclor s , bc:-:.rint:;; a.l o.rIJ.ist r ep ort s o f t ho 
ac t i on , b vgin t o e.r r i vo n.t t hu s t cr t lin o. .:.t 230.5 hours 
one conpany we.a in position on th e f r.r sido of t ho Navig l i o , 
400 y E::. r d s sout h of th. "" ~ itc ..i f th \.,. Vic.. zz !l. Nuev :.. bri d ga , with 
t he second t o tho ri t;h"t of the. bri.G. [}J 0n th.'3 n cr..r b c.nk . The 
l a st- nent i oneC:. co r.ip ::..ny had ...,.1 so crossed t he C'"'.n=.l , but an 
ono oy co unt cr - c.t tc.ck fur c od it t .i wi t hdr o.w l eaving bohi nd...::r-
ono of~ic or end 35 ~on , with whon i t l ost a ll co ntact . Duo 
t o t he l a ck of oov or ~ma. the woic;ht vf t ho cne:ray fi r e , coning 
down a ll over the ar~a , tho b~ttnlion r es0rvo we s un~bl o t o 
n .,,v -=- nor e thun n. f m·; hundrod J:'.r::s ~hu"ld J f th e s t art line . 
Earl y on 13 Doc , ~t 01-~0 ho urs, B:-.t tc: l i on Hec.dque.rt crs order ­
ed a l l conpanios t o wi thdr'"'.'il t ..1 th\.,. stnrt l ine . Th~re by 
0250 hours Ba tto.lion He:!.G.q~.rtcr s hnC: r c f or n ed one co npany 
o.nd por t i ons of t wo ot he rs , but the rcn1indor wert3 s till o ut 
of touch . Of thes e la tt cr ono 1.a r g ..... p :i.rty , consis ti ng Of nn 
of f i cer and 43 uon , t urnod up o.t 065 .5 hour s . i i. oo npo.ny of 
Wostlil..r R . now c m:.io undor co D!Jand P . L .D. G. and t ook up a 
co vering position on t h e ea s t benk of tti.o Fos so Vecchio . 
Shor t l y afte r P .L.D.G. wit hdrew into ~ conccntrution a r ea 
s ou th of t h ci Fo sso Vc t r o ror r l..st UllC. r ofi t t i ng . In this 
a ction , acco r ding to Hoc.dql.U'.rt~ s 12 Cdn Inf Bde , P .L.D. G. 
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suffered 88 casualties of all types , the greater number of 
whom were missing believed prisoners.* ((H. S . )224Cl . 015(D2) 
1 Cdn Corps Operations Log , 13 Dec; 5 Cdn ~rmd Div Oper­
ations Log , 12- 13 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 
12- 13 Dec 44; W.D. , P. L. D. G., 12- 13 Dec 44; 12 Cdn Inf Bde 
Report) 

186 . In the meant~me the left arm of the 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde attack , although failing to reach its final objectives , 
had , at least, achieved partia l success . During the evening 
of 12 Dec Lan & Ren Scot R. moved through Perth R. and at 
2115 hours crossed the start line . Unit dispositions at 
this time were two companies forward , one in immediate rear 
mopping- up and the fourth in reserv~ ahead of , but in the 
vicinity of , the start line . Although enemy troops on the 
Naviglio kept the flat grourd lying between the Vecchio and 
the canal under heavy small arms and mortar fire , the Lanarks 
made good progress and at 2220 hours the leading companies 
reached the near bank of the Naviglio . Tb.ere, however , des ­
pite sever al attempts made during t he hours of darkness to 
gain a footing on the far bank , the advance came t o a halt . 
The situation at 0500 hour s was that the Lanar ks were facing 
the Naviglio on a 700 yard rront (from 422421 to 424427) in 
positions astride the Via Coccbi between the canal and the 
ditch lying 200- 300 yards to the east . Early in the morning 
enemy resis t ance began to take a mor e positive form and at 
0740 hours counter- attacks came i n on the flanks of the 
Le.narks position . In b oth oases the batta l ion threw off its 
at t ackers, a lthough on the right stiff fighting continued for 
the better part of an hour. Although by 1100 hours the 
bridge over the Vetr o was roady for the passage of t anks, 
that over the Vecchio was n ot opened to t r affic until f our hours 
l a t er. From 0500 hours on , however, B. C. D. engaged targets 
in Osteria from fire positions a l ong the Ve tro . By mid­
aftornoon 13 Dec , Lan & Ren Soot R. had had casualties amount­
i ng to 3~ killed and 20 wounded, while the r ema inder, aft er 
nearly 24 hours in an exposed position , wer e suff ering .from 
lack of food and r es t . iO£ Both flanks were still wide open , 
P.L.D . G. having withdrawn behind the Vecchio , while on the 
l eft r enewed att empts of 11 Cdn Inf Bde to clear t he Navigl io 
west bank me t with little success . By l as t light, however , 
the situati on had considerably i mproved . L t that time a trocp 
of Ld s.a., whi ch unit had earlier relieved B. C.D., and jeeps 
carrying f ood , ammunition , and supplies, reached Lan & Ren 
Scot R. Due t o the shortage of personnel the Lanarks n ow 
formed str ong points using the remnants of three c ompanies 
armmd two houses (423426) lying near the cana l bank 150 
yar ds nor th of the Via Cecchi . The reserve company r emai ned 
well back near the Fosso Vecchio on the l eft of the centre 
line . In these positions , apart from shell and mortar fire , 
the unit spent a quiet night . (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; 
(H . S . )244C5. 0l3(D4): The Lanark & Renfrew Scottish Regiment 
Report on Operations 26 Nov 44 - 22 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log, 12- 13 Dec 44 ; 5 Cdn nrmd Div Operations Log, 
13 Dec; W. D., H. Q. R. C.E . 5 Cdn L~rmd Div, 13 Dec 44 ; W. D., 
Lan & Ren S·cot R., 13 Dec 44) 

~ War Ser vice Records (D . V •• ) give the se.m.e total, showing 
21 killed or died of wounds , 21 wounded and 46 prisoner s 
((H . S . )133 . 065 (D345) : Casualties - Italian Campaign) 

:KX Lan & Ren Scot R. casual ties during the three days , 12- 14 
Dec wer e :38 killed and 73 wounded {Casual ties - Italian 
Campaign QB. cit) 




