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187. On 13 Dec Ir R. C .', strengthened by a company 
of C. B. Highrs , made a fresh effort t o secure the area for ­
ward of the Vecchio between Lan & Ren Scot R. and the 1 Cdn 
Inf Div bridgehead. During the morning the Irish seized 
Generale (415407 ) , a group of buildings l ying midway be tween 
the Vecchio and Naviglio and about l ,500 yards north of the 
1 Cdn Inf Div crossing. T~ese they hel d despite repeated 
enemy attempts to drive them out . On the right C. B. Highrs 
in the faoe of stiff opposi ti on r eached Casa Salvadori 
(417416) , a building on the Navi glio about 1000 yards s outh 
of Lan & Ren Soot R. There, under constant pressure , they 
r emained until last l ight , when they wi ljhdr ew l eaving b ehind 
a standing patrol . Although subsequently surrounded by the 
enemy thjs patrol held out until its reli ef 24 hours l ater 
by its own unit . (W. D., Ir R. C. , 13 Dec 44 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log, 13 Dec 44 ) 

188. By midnight on 13 Dec the l Cdn Inf Div bridge-
head over the Naviglio , af t er facing near extinction dur ing 
the hard fightin g of that day, was firmly establ ished (para 
161) . Use was now t o be made of this break in the enemy 's 
Naviglio defences t o weaken the grip of his f orces still 
holding the line of the canal opposi t e Lan & Ren Sc ot R. 
The pl an was f or Westmr R. to advance north through 1 Cdn 
Inf Div and r oll back the enemy righ t flank . When this 
advance near ed Lan & Ren Scot R. the l a tter unit would at­
tack over the canal, and linking up with Westmr R. form a 
firm bridgehead. On the same day, 14 Dec , 11 Cdn Inf Bde , 
using Ir R. C. and C. B. Highrs for t he purpose , woul d mop- up 
the enemy r emaining eas t of the Naviglio on the l eft flank 
of 12 Cdn Inf Bde (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; W. D., Lan & Ren 
Soot R., 14 Dec 44; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 14 De c 
44) 

189 . During the morning of 14 Dec Westmr R. moved 
south into the 1 Cdn Inf Div bridgehead . By 1245 hours the 
12 Cdn Inf Bde uni t, advancing north a1.ong the r oad which 
foll ows the west bank of the canal to Route 16 , was nearl y 
1000 yards beyond the bridge . For a time they were without 
their supporting armour, Ld S . H. being s till east of the 
canal, held up by one of its tanks , which, knocked out by a 
direct hi t with a heavy calibre shell, was blocking the r oad . 
Once this obstac l e was cleared , however , the tanks quickly 
j oined the infantry , and the c ombined f or ce c ontinued the 
advance clear ing the enemy fr om houses along the axial r oad 
and taking a number of prisoners in the pr ocess . At 1430 
hours l ight e l ements heading the coltunn ha l ted under fire 
fr om enemy h olding the junction of the Via Pozzarda and the 
Na viglio road (413413 ). Pre ceded by a medium artiller y con­
centration Westminsters attacked and cleared this junction 
by 1700 hours . By 2130 h ours Westmr R. sub-tmita had secured 
the junction of the Via Chiara and Navi glio r oad , and were 
nearing the Via Chiara bridge over the Muni o. In addi tion 
they bad established a covoring position on the Via Pozzar da 
about 400 yards west of the canal . /.lread:') sufficient 
pr ogr es s had been made to p~rmi t 12 Cdn Inf Bde t o l aunch 
its attack , and within a short time Lan & Ren Scot R. began 
crossing the Naviglio . Casualti es suffer ed by Westmr R. in 
t hi s ac tion were ligb ~ while the enemy , apar t ~rom his 
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killed and wounded , lost 106 as prisoners of war . * (W . D., 
Westmr R. , 14 Dec 44; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 14 Da~ 
44) . This was a most successful operation and the unit was 
highly c ommended by both i ts Brigade and Divisional Com­
manders : 

Br ig J . S . H. Lind phoned t o oonnnend the Westminst~~s 
f or the good j ob done on the previous day . Th~ 

advance had relieved the pressure on the L & Rs 
who were on the east bank of the NAVIGLIO. Maj­
Gen B. M. Hoffmeister told the CO that the whole 
army plan had been aided by this success . 

(W . D. , aestmr R. , 15 Dec 44) 

190 . Meanwhile Ir h . C. and C. B. Highrs had finally 
secured the eas t bank of the Naviglio on 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
fr ont . Be tween 1335 h ours and 1640 hours (14 Dec) Ir R. C. 
driv i ng north between the Vecchi o and the Naviglio had 
cleared the sector as far as Casa Liver ani (414411) a h ouse 
on the canal 2000 yards downstream fr om t he 1 Cdn Inf Div 
bridge . Once the Irish had consolidated at Casa Liverani , 
C. B. Hi ghrs , a cc ompanied by tanks , passed through them and 
oontinued the advance . At 1900 hours the Highlanders r eac11Pd 
Casa Salvadori wher e i n one of the houses they discovered a 
corpor a l and nine men of the unit Yrno , a lthough surr ounded 
by the enemy and under heavy fire , had held the place sine~ 
the pr evi ous night (see para 187) . This brought t o an end 
the enemy r esis tance east of the Naviglio in this sector . 
In the course of the day ' s oper ations the 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
units killed a number of the enemy and t ook 35 prisoner s . 
On the f ol l owing day both battalions came out of the line 
f or a f ew days r es t, Ir R. C, going t o Mezzano , Q. B. Highrs 
j oining Perth R. in the Ber go di Vill anova a r ea . (W . D., 
C. B. Highrs , 14-15 Dec 44 ; W. D. Ir R. C. , 14- 15 De c 44; 11 
Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 14 Dec 44 ) 

191. During the morning and early afternoon the 
D. A. F . heavily bombed and strafed enemy positions a l on g 
both banks of the Navigl i o on 5 Cdn Armd Div front . This n ~ 
doub t par tially a cc ounted for the lightness of the opp0s:: _~u 

encounter ad by Westmr R. and the 11 Cdn Inf Bde units . Ir 
R. C. expressed their appreciation of the air support in the 
followin g message to Headquarters 11 Odn Inf Bde : 

Air attack quite successful and very he l pful . Next 
time will be mor e than glad t o pl ay . 

(11 Cdn Inf Bde Oper ati ons Log, 14 Dec l!"' 

K Taken from war diary of Westmr R. The 5 Odn Armd Div 
Intell igence Summaries show that between 1900 hours 13 
Dec and 1800 hours 15 Dec 133 enemy passed through the 
divisiona l PW cage ((H . S . ) 249C5 . (D49 ) : 5 Cdn Armd Div 
Int Summaries Nos . 86-7, 15-16 Dec 44) . Since the 
divis i onal figure included those t aken by C. B. Highrs 
and Ir R.C. on the 14th and a t l eas t some of those 
captured on the 15th, the Wes tmr R. figure is pr obably 
too high . 
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192 . J ... s a result of , these operations the situation 
of Lan & Ren Scot R., after an uncomfortable night (13/14 Dec) 
spent wi thin grenade - throwi ng distance of enemy troops dug 
in on the reverse slope of the canal bank , eased somewhat 
during the followir.g day . Harassing fire from the tanks , a 
considerable artiller y programme , combined with the extensive 
a ir eff or t , greatl y restr icted the activity of the enemy i n 
this sec tor . In addition he had now to look ~ \o the south­
west where tpe operations of Westmr R. were gradually un­
cover ing his right flank . The Lanarks took advantage of 
tne1r i mproved position to replenish their supplies , and tha t 
night received a number of reinforcements which brought the 
depl eted companies n earer to full strength. At 2000 h ours 
the Wes t minsters rea ched t he Navigl io end of the Via Chi a r a , 
and a t 2005 hours Headquar t ers 12 Cdn Inf Bde sent out a 
war ning or der to Lan & Ren Scot R. The curr ent plan cal lgd 
for the batt a l ion to cros s th e Navi glio at Osteria and es tab­
lish e b r i dgehead extending forward to the di tch lyi ng mi d­
way bet ween that place and the Fosso Munio . Following this 
P.L.D. G. would pass thr ough them, and expl oit for ward to 
and, if pos s i b l e , cross the Munio . On the heel s of t he 
Lanar ks a s saul ~ the Divisional Engineers woul d move up and 
commence the construction of a crossing ove r the cana l at 
Oster ia . To a ssure the early presence of a r mour in t he 
br idgehead , an additional squadron of Ld S . H. moved into 
har bour i n rear of the Westminsters shortl y after l ast light 
(14 Dao ) , (W , Ds . , H, Q. R. C. E. 5 Cdn Armd Div , Lan & Ren Scot 
R,, 2 Cdn ~rmd Regt (Ld S. H. ) , P. L. D. G. , 14 Doc 44; 12 Cdn 
Inf Bde Operations Log, 14 Dec 44) 

193 . At 2145 hours on 14 De c Lan & Ren Scot R. began 
its fina l a s sault on the Naviglio line . Within t en min ut es 
of the s tar t of the attack the left forward company reached 
t he lateral road on the far side of the canal . In the c entr e, 
and on the right, -the attacking troops, meeting with stiffer 
r esistance did not reach the opposi te bank until 2220 hour s . 
At this time t he battalion was holding a shallow lodgment 
500 yards in widt~ centred on Osteri~ and extending only 
s lightly for ward of the l ateral road . To thicken up the 
bridgehead , battalion headquarters , at 0245 hours , ordered 
the r eser ve company to move over the canal . Al l the whi l e 
the S .P's ., machine guns and mortars of the enemy pounded 
the Lanar k positions . To the north and north- east , small 
pa rti es of t he enemy r emained i n close contact until shor tly 
before f irst l ight , and in the early hours of the mor ning 
enemy troops attempted to infi ltrate into the oentre of the 
bridgehead but withdrew after an exchange of fire . By 0830 
hours Lanarks had extended their br idgehead to the line of 
the ditch and consolidated . At 1000 hours a Ld S . H. squad­
r on, after a successful dash up the Naviglio f rom Wes tmr R. 
a r ea , linked up with the 12 Cdn Inf Bde unit . In the course 
of this drive the armoured troops flushed several enemy 
posts , ki llin g a n umb er of Germans manning them, and taking 
13 pr isoner s . Shortly after, the Engineers , who ha d been 
unab l e to operate during most of the night due to enemy 
small a r ms and mortar fire ., compl e t ed an assaul t crossing 
over the Navigl io at Osteria . By this time th e second phas e 
of the operation , the expl oitation of the bridgehead by 
PAL.D . G~ t o the line of the Fosso Mun1o had commenced , 
(W.D., Lan & Ren Scot R., 14 ~15 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Oper­
ati ons Log, 14- 15 Dec 44; (H. S. ) 244C5 , 013 (D4) : 2 Cdn Ar md 
Regt (Ld S. H. ) Account of Operat i ons , 27 Nov 44 - 16 Jan 45) 
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194 . By 0930 hours P. L. D. G. had crossed the 
Naviglio and was advancing through Lan & Ren Scot R. towards 
its object i ves on the Munio . Although enemy fire coming 
'fr om east of the 'Qridgehead r estricted movement on the right 
flank for a time , the battalion reached the ditch on 'the 
perimeter of the bridgehead shortly after 1000 hours . 
Within the next 30 minutes l eading el emen ts on the right 
r eached the near bank of the river. On the l eft, however, 
the P. L. D.G. company had gone t o ground under heavy enamy 
fire when 100 yards from its final ob jec tive . Not until 1445 
h ours did the situation improve sufficiently for this company 
to resume its a dvana.e . By 1520 hours , however , ·p. L. D. G. had 
a firm grip on the east bank of the Munio fr om exoluaive the 
Via Chiara bridge to opposite the southern end of Via San 
Antonio ( 415426 to 41 9435 ) . The unit then had two companies 
f orward and t wo in reserve t o the r i€}1.t and l eft rear . On 
the left the battalion was in contact with the Wes tminsters . 
(12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; W. D., P. L. D. G. , 15 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde Operations Lqg , 15 Dec 44) 

195 , Although the Westmi ns t er s rea ched the Muni o 
bri dge at fir s t light that morning (15 Dec} due t o smal l 
arms fi r e of the enemy on the opposite bank they were unable 
to directly observe the bridge , which l ay bel ow the l evel of 
the river bank. As a r esul t it was not until 1320 hours 
that they wer e able to confirm its destr uction . During the 
day the Westmr R. c ompany on the Via Pozzarda continued to 
pr obe slowly forward and by last l ight was in the vicinity 
of a road and track junction (406414) nearl y 1000 yar ds f r om 
the Naviglio , Earlier in the day , Headquarters 12 Cdn Inf' 
Bde r eceived a r eport from intelligence sources stating that 
the enemy was withdrawing from the Munio and thnt the fields 
be t ween that river and the Seni o were full of r e trea ting 
Germans . At the time General Hoffmeister was visi ting 
Brigadier Lind ' s Headquarters and h e at once or der ed a pur­
suit force , c onsisting of Ld S. H. and two companies of Per th 
R. moun ted on carr iers , to be formed . The continued determ­
ined resistance of the enemy on the Munio line, however. soon 
revealed this report to be without f oundation and the force 
aooordingl y s t ood down . (12 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log , 15 
Deo 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; 2 Cdn Armd Regt Account .Q.E 
ill) 
196 . During the morning (15 Dec) Maj- Gen Hoffme i ster 
order ed G. G. H. G. to push north from asteria a l ong the 
Naviglio t o its junction with the Fosso Muni o. Shortly after 
midday the Horse Guard~ af t er an uneventful move from eas t 
of the Navi g l io. passed through t he bridgehead: 

••• and advanced along the r oad , shooting up enemy 
houses until the advance was halted , t wo miles 
n orth east of the bridgehead , by an 88 S . P., which 
was fir ing from north of the Munio and knocked out 
the Sherman commanded by Cpl Chalmer s . The S . P. 
was engaged and destroyed by the artillery and the 
advance was r esumed along the narrowing pocke t . 
The canal junction was reached with grea t speed, 
but the bridge was blown and further progress was 
therefor e impossible . The whole oper ation was 
very successful , having caught the enemy by sur­
prise , and as our t anks advanced 1 with the ir guns 
blazing, they could observe the ~ermans taking t o 
their heels in all dir ecti ons . They r ounded up 
el even pri soners and killed at l eas t thirty , 

{G. G. H. G. History, Chapter VIII ) 
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Since the squadron was n ow some distance from its base , with 
no room to manoeuvre, the conunanding officer of G. G. H. G., at 
1530 hours, order ed it to withdraw to the junction of the 
Naviglio road and the Viazza Nuova (4344) . Ther e, by last 
light the squadron , supported by a compan y of Lan & Ren Soot 
R. , established a firm defensive pos ition covering the 
divisional right flank against possible enemy counter­
attacks from the north-ea st . The only activi ty on the brig­
ade front during the evening , apa rt f rom sporadic artillery 
and mortar fir e , and occasiona l exchanges of small a rms 
fire, was opposite P. L. D. G. Ther e an a ttempted enemy cowiter­
attack over the Muni o was quickly broken up by defensive 
artiller y and 3 11 mortar fir e . (W. D., 3 Cdn Armd Reoo e Re gt 
(G. G.H . G. ), 15 Dec 44; W. D., P. L. D. G., 15 Dec 44; 12 Cdn Inf 
Bde Oper ations Log , 15 De c 44; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Report) 

197. Meanwhile 5 Cdn Armd Bde continued to hold the 
extensive but fortunately qui ot sector b e tween the Viazza 
Nuova and the coast . On the 15th, 9 Brit Armd Bde took over 
that portion of t he brigade front lying oast of Route 16. At 
the same time three units ceas ed to be undur command 5 Cdn 
Armd Bde, 2721 Sqn R. A.F . Regt and 27 L. going to 9 Brit 
Armd Bd~ and G. G. H. G. , l ess one squadron , to Headquarter s 
5 Cdn Armd Div . On the Lamone (4846) , north of Me zzano a 
unit of 9 Br it Armd Bde r elieved one s qua dron of 8 N. B. H., 
while the squadron of G. G. H. G. still under 5 Cdn ... rmd Bde 
command took over the Hussars positions on Route 16, and the 
latter unit then withdrew to Mezsano . On t he following day 
the G. G.H. G. squadron r everted to under comn1and its par ent 
headquarters, and H. Q. 5 Cdn krmd Bde thereupon passed into 
reserve . (W.D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Ar md Bde , 1 5 - 16 Dec 44) 

THE SWITCH LINE, 12- 18 DEC 44 

198 . Although north of Bagnacavall o the enemy more 
or l ess voluntarily withdrew to the line of the Naviglio,no 
such withdrawal developed t o the s outh of that town. 
Instead he established a switch line extending from the 
eastern suburbs of Bagnacavallo south to the inter - corps 
boundary on the Lam one . During the s ame period 98 Inf Div 
came in to r eplace the weak ened 356 Inf Div from inclusive 
Bagnaoavallo t o the Lamone . Thus a lthough 5 Cdn nrmd Div, 
and the right wing of 1 Cdn Inf Di v, succ essfully e stablished 
bridgeheads over the Canal e Na viglio, the efforts of 3 Cdn 
Inf BdE4 and later 1 Cdn Inf Bde, during tho same period to 
break through the e n emy d o f enc os s outh o~ Bagna cava llo me t 
with little success. ((H . S . )23401.013(D5) : Summar y of Ops 
by Div Hist Offr , 1-15 Dec 44 ; W.D. , G. S . Branch , H. Q. 1 Cdn 
Corps, December 1944 : Appx 63, Intelligence Summary No . 180) 

199. Whil e 1 Cdn Inf Bde carried the mnin a ttack 
over the Naviglio, 3 Cdn Inf Bdo maint ained steady pr essur e 
on the enemy still east of the cana l in front of Bagnacava l lo 
and along the "Swi tch Line " b e tween that town and the Lamone . 
By the morning of the 12th the brigade was di sposed with 
R. 22e R. along the Vecchio f rom t he Via Al ber goni to the 
r oad bridge 300 yar ds south- west of the r ailway, West N.S.R . 
from l e ft of R. 22e R. to road junction on Via Bonoellino 
1200 yards south- west of t he r a ilway; 48 Highrs a long the 
s ome r oad be tween West N. S . R. and the Lamone River . Enemy 
mortar and shell fi r e wa s heavy throughout the day , partio ­
ularly in R, 22e R. s ector, wher e he wa s directing his fi r a 
f r om the tower s of Bagnaca va llo . (W. D., R. C. D. , December 
1944 : Appx Map Sb , W. D., H, Q, 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 12 Dec 44 ; 
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(H. S . ) 234CL013(Dl0 ): 3 Cdn Inf Bde cper ations in Italy, 
2 Dec 44 t o 6 Jan 45 , Part II; West N. S.R . Report on 
Operations in Italy 1944- 1945, Part II) 

200 . During the aft e rnoon of 12 Deo R. 22e R. 
elements effected a crossing of the Vecchio and advanced 
about halfway t owards the next unit ob j ac ti ve , a brickworks 
(399378) on the Via a lbergoni about 800 yards west of the 
stream. There the advance was ha lted for the nigh~ for the 
brickworks was found t o be strongly h eld by the enemy. i .. t 
2300 hours a s econd R. 22e R. c ompany crossed the Vecchio , 
and mee ting with onl y light resistance , reached a position 
at a track junction (402381) 400 yards north of the brick­
works three hours l ater . (W . D. , R. 22e R., 12- 13 Dec 44) 

201 . Meanwhile ~est N. S.R . ha d made an unsuccessful 
attempt t o es tablish itself west of the Vecchio in its area . 
During the night (12/13 Dec) the unit r elieved the left f l ank 
company of R. 22e R. at Casa Peli (398368) opposi t e the 
demolished r oad bridge on the l eft of the r ailway. Only 
l ight opposition, mainly S.A. fir e fr om the far bank, op­
posed them in this positi on . At midnight "West Novas" pre­
pared t o cr oss the Vecchi o but f ound the csnal 20 ft wide 
and too deep t o ford . * J.s they had no bridging material on 
hand wi th which to br idge the gap the West N. S. R. company 
withdrew and moved t o the right to explore the possibil ity 
of crossing near the railway bridge (399370) . Ther e one 
platoon managed to cross on the r ubble of the bridge . De• 
spite heavy enemy fire it pushed south a long the far bank 
towards the enemy- he ld houses opposite Casa Pe l i . k s the 
"West Novas" neared the houses , however , they came under 
fi r e f r om enemy tanks concealed in the area, and only by 
swi mming the oanal wer e they able t o effect their escape . 
(W. D. West N. S. R. , 12 - 13 Dec 44 ; Radda l £2 cit , pp 255- 6; 
(H . S . ~ 234Cl . Ol3(Dl0) : '.iiest N. S.R. Report on Operations in 
Italy, 194~-1945 ) 

202 . l~lthough it continued t o maintain pressure on 
the enemy south- east of Bagnaoavall~ 3 Cdn Inf Bde made no 
furthe r gains until late on 14 Dec . During the night 13/14 
Dec R. 22e R. attempted to captur e the brickworks on the Via 
tlbergonl but met with no success. About t he same time West 
N. S . R. at.tacked, for a second time, the enemy positions on the 
west bank of the Ve cchio opposite Casa Peli . Again , however , 
the pr esence of enemy armour in the a r ea proved de cisive, and 
the Nova Scotians wer e driven back ov er the Veoohio . 
Although by 14 Dec the situation in the Naviglio b ridgehead 
had greatly impr oved, it continued t o be most important for 
3 Cdn Inf Bde t o close up as near as possible t o the cana l on 
the 2 Cdn Inf Bde l eft flank . I~coordingly, during the day , 
3 Cdn Inf Bde l aid plans f or an att ack b~ R. 22e R. t.o a apture 
the br ickworks and exploit t o the oanal . Tanks from 12 
R. T. R. would now be ava ilable to support R. 22e R., for , dur­
ing the pr evious night the engineer s had constructed a 90 ft 
n.s . Bailey over the Vecchio at the Via Alber goni crossing, 
The artillery programme called f or t he medium artiller y to 

M West N. S . R. diarist states : 

This oame as somewhat of a surpris e as n o bridging 
arrangemen t s had b een made due t o the fact that in­
forma tion r ec eived s t ated that i t would not pr ove a 
aerious obstacle . 

(W. D. , Wes t N. S . R., 13 Dec 44 ) 
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block the r oads leading t o the brickworks, while the field 
artillery brought heavy concent r ations down on the objective . 
One hour before the attack the armour crossed t he Vecchio 
under cover of a smoke s creen laid by the artillery and the 
noise of l ow- flying aircraft strafing t he town approaches. 
Just before 11 H11 hour the t anks saturated the objectives with 
Besa and 95 mm fire, and at 1530 h ours the attack went in . 
By 1700 hours R. 22e R. had clea red the brickworks, captured 
30 prisoners and a quantity of arms and equipment, and ex­
ploited s ou th-wes t about halfway to the bend in the r a ilway. 
At the s ame time an R. 22e R. sub - unit a t a track junction to 
the north of the brickworks moved several hundred yards for ­
ward along the track t owards the Navigli o , capturing several 
mor e prisoner s . (W. D. , R. 22e R. , 13-15 Dec 44; W. D. , West 
N.S . R. , 13- 14 Dec 44; 12 R. T. R. l.ocount .££cit; (H eS,) 
234Cl , 013(DlO)i Royal 22e Regiment Report on Operations, 31 
Nov 44 - 10 Jan 45) 

203 . The enemy quickly reacted to the R. 22e R. 
attack, and early in the even~ng began moving t anks and S,P. 
guns down the r oad fr om Bagnacavallo , At 2100 hours, while 
his armour contained R. 22e R. elements t o the south of · the 
brickwor ks with fir e, his infantry ~ade a strong but un­
successful attempt t o drive in the battalion right flanki ng 
company. An h our later the enemy infantry came in a second 
t i me on this sub~unit but again f ailed to dislodge it . For 
sever al hours longer, h owever, ther e was fighting in this 
area, and a company of West N.S . R. was put in r eadiness t o 
move f orward in the event of a br eakthrough , But from mid­
n ight onwards the situation of R. 22e R. improved steadily . 
The Pioneer platoon mined the junction on Via Albergoni west 
of the brickworks, while the tanks moved into position f or 
more effective support of the inf antry . Anti- tank guns and 
M. M. G~a . were a ls o brought forward and by daylight the bat" 
talion was in a position to repulse any further counter­
attacks . that might devel op . (Ibid) 

204 . On 14 Dec General Foster issued orders designed 
to. br ing l Cdn Inf Bde into the line to the south of 
Bagnaoaval lo . 1 Cdn Inf Bde was to take over t he centre and 
left battalion sectors of 3 Cdn Inf Bde but the latter forma­
tion would retain control of the area east of ·Bagnacavallo 
between t he railway and the Naviglio b r idgehead , R. C. R. was 
to relieve West N. S.R . upon which the last-named unit would 
take up new positions in the area, previously held by R.C . R.J 
on the right of R. 22e R. 48 Highrs was to r evert to under 
command its parent brigade but oontinue in its present 
positions. Carlt & York R,, then resting a t Traversara (4338 ), 
would return to under command 3 Cdn Inf Bde , Thus disposed 
the division would be in a position should the opportunity 
occur to exploit ei ther right or left of Bagnacavallo. Re­
grouping took pl a ce that night (14/15 Dec). At 1200 hours 
the following day R.C.D. came under command 1 Cdn Inf Bde, and 
on the 16th handed over one of its two r emaining squadror­
sectors on the eas t bank of the Lamone to a squadron of 145 
Regt R. A.C. (W.D. , 1 Cdn Armd c. Regt , 15 Dec 44 ; Summa ry of 
Ops by l Cdn Inf Div His t Offr, 1 to 15 Dec 44 1 P• 4 ; (H , S . ) 
234Cl , 013(Dl0); 1 Cdn Inf Bde Report on Ops; 3 Cdn Inf Bde 
Report Part III) 

205 . There was little activity on either R. 22e R. 
or West N.S . R. front on 15 Dec. Proof of this is provided 
by an incident which occurr ed in the R. 22e R. area around 

·midday, when one of the uni t l orries drove through the F . D. Ls. 
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on the Via Al ber goni and into the enemy ' s l ines, whe re the 
driver was at once taken prisoner . Fortunatel y the vehicle 
was destroyed by our anti - tank guns before the enemy had 
time to seize it . Both battalions patrol led forward dur ing 
the day and found the enemy alert and hol ding their posi t ions 
i n strengt h . (W . D. , B. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 15 Dec 44 ; W. D., 
R. 22e R. , 15 Dec 44 ; W. D. , West N. S. R., 15 Dec 44) 

206. The intentions of 3 Cdn Inf Bde for the night 
15/16 Deo were for R. 22e R. to establish a platoon pos t 
near t he bend in the r ailway (which was the i nter- bde bound­
ar y be tween 1 and 3 Bdes) and send a standing pa trol t o the 
r oad juncti on (395380) wes t of the br i ckwor ks . x At the same 
time West N. S . R. Ylas to place a p l atoon (at 394385) on the 
Navi glio opposite P. P. C.L.I., and sand i ts l ef t f l anking 
company a s f ar for war d a s possible . In the event , however, 
the str en gt h of the enemy on its front prevent ed Wes t N. S . R. 
fr om making any gains at al~ whil e the effor t s of R. 22e R. 
came t o a simi l a r bu t mor e costly end . For the enemy allowed 
R. 22e R. pla toon to r each its objective on the r ailway and 
then opened on it with s.1i . and S , P. fir e at close r ange .from 
the embankment , Sever e oasualties were infli o ted on the 
pla t oon whi ch was f orced t o r etir e . Dayl ight , t her efor e , 
foWld the pos iti ons of bot h battalions unohanged. (Ibid) 

207 . Meanwhil e l Cdn Inf Bde , whi ch had t aken over 
the "Switch Line" f r om the railway to the Lamone , continued 
to probe the enemy positions in preparation for a pr oposed 
advance t o the Naviglio on that flank of the Division . Should 
1 Cdn Inf' Bde s ucceed in r eaching the N~viglio , the Divi si on­
al Commander , in addition to the advanta ge of being clos er t o 
the Senio , woul d a ls o have the choice of at t a cki n g s imultan­
eously on b oth f l anks or of making a single thrust on either 
flank. Moreover an advance by 1 Cdn In1' Bde t o the Navigl io 
might .for ce the enemy to evacuate Bagnacava l lo, wher e the 
b uildings woul d provide obser vation posts for our artiller y, 
jus t a s t hey were at pr esent providing those facili t i es for 
the en emy . 

208 , Activi t y on 1 Cdn Inf Bde f ron t on 15 Dea wa s 
limited t o pa trol s and artillery fir e on enemy pos i t i ons . 
Bot h R. C. R. and 48 Highr s wer e ordered to begin vigor ous 
patrolling during the night 15/16 Dec and to take advant age 
of any weakness in the enemy defences by moving forwar d where 
possible . Ver y limited gains were made , however, a s the 
enemy appar en t l y wer e determined to hol d the so call ed 
11Swi toh Line " . On the 1 6th 1 Cdn Inf Div main ef fort shif ted 
t o l Cdn Inf Bde f r on t , as that Brigade opened a full scal e 
"nibbling" a ttack with t he ob jec t of adva ncing t oward the 
Ve oohio as ca r ef ull y as possible so as not to al ar m the 
enemy who had n ot as ye t destroyed the Vecchio br idges (a t 
386358 and 383347) to the west of Via Boncellino . (W. D. , 
H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 15 , 16 Dec 44 ; 1 Cdn Inf Div Report on 
Operations 28 Nov 44 to 6 Jan 45 , p . 5)(See Map 3) 

-
M During the same night (15/16 Dec) H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde 

passed t wo partisans thr ough the enemy l ines t o gather 
inf orma t i on . They re t urned through 1 Cdn Inf Bde the 
f ollowing night and repor t ed that (a) ther e wer e 300 enemy 
troops i n Bagnacavallo (b) these had li t tle or no trans ­
por t (c) al l road junctions were mined (d) a number of 
l i ght guns wer e continuall y moving near the t own ( e) t he 
bulk of the enemy ar tillery bad already wi t hdrawn behi nd 
the R. Seni o. (W.D. , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 16- 17 Dec 44 ) 
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209 . The 1 Cdn Inf Bde obje-0tive was the line of 
the Naviglio south of Bagnacavallo, and Brigadier Smith at 
this time had a s trong forc e with which t o begin the attack. 
J. lthough R. C. R. and Has t & P . E . R. had suffer ed heavy l osses 
in the fighting at the Lamone and Navigl io, the l atter regi­
ment had r eceived a goodl y ntnnber of r einforcements while 
at its r est area in Traversara~ (W. D., Hast & P. E. R., 15-
16 Dec 44 ) . The third unit of ' ·he brigade , 48 Righrs , al­
though 1t had been in close contact with the enemy from 
the night of the 10 th on, had had little hard fighting. 
Wi th a substantial number of tank~ , 12 R. T. R. (less one 
squadron with 3 Cdn Inf Bde) and two squadrons of R.C. D., 
to support his attaok 1 Brigadier Smith had good reason to 
be hopeful of success . As part of a Corps plan, the 
Divisional Commander intended, if the 1 Cdn Inf Bde attack 
was successful, t o pass 2 Cdn Inf Bde through the former 
brigade and push on t owardc the Senio, linking up with 5 Cdn 
hrmd Div west of Bagnacavallo . In pr eparation f or this 
eventuality , he ordered 3 Cdn Inr Bde t o take over the 
bridgehead north of Bagnacavall o on the night 16-17 Dec . 
(W. D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde ( 15, 16 Dec 44 ; W. D., 1 Cdn Armd 
c. Re gt (R . C . D ), 15 Deo 44) . J .. t this time the attack by 
5 (Bri t ) Corps on the Faenza front was threa tening the Senio 
cr ossing on Route 9 , 43 Indian Lorried Infantry Brigade 
had oleared Faenza and, south of Rout e 9 , both 10 Ind Div 
and 2 N,Z. Div were up to the Senio. From the outskirts of 
Faenza north t o the inter - corps boundar y the enemy still 
held the line of the Lamone . British and Canadian pressure 
on both flanks of the enemy salient would , it was hoped , 
bring about its abandonment . (Eighth Army , e tc . pp 91-2). 

210 . On the morning of 16 Dec R. C. R. and 48 Highrs 
commenced their attacks . J~lthough R. C. R. at this time had 
its right f orward c oy just short of the Ve cchio at Casa Peli , 
where it had reli eved West N. S. R. , the Bde F . D. L's fr om this 
point extended s outh at an increasing angle with this water 
obstacle to where they reached the Lamone in 48 Highrs 
sector at Bonoellino . Ther efore , as a preliminary , the 
greater part of the brigade fr ont would have to advance 
appr oximately 1500 yards t o r each the Vecchio. (W.D. , 
R.C. R., 14- 16 Deo 44 ; W. D. , 48 Hi ghrs , 12- 16 Dee 44) . No 
set piece attack for either battali on was arranged . They 
were or dered t o a dvance toward the Vecchi o bridges fr om 
which positions , if they wer e s ucoessfull.. a full s,eale 
assault would be made t o the Naviglio. uuring the day the 
artill ery kept both bridges under bombardment in the hope of 
preventing their destru~ ti on by the enemy . Prepara tions 
were made by R. C. E . , however, to bridge the Vecchio if it 
should prove necessary. As the aotion progr essed , the 
determined stand of the enemy pr oved how groundless were 
the hopes en t ertained of encountering only lightly- bald 
defenc es or of inducing the Ger mans to withdraw. For the 
latter, as the ;)a trols had indicated , h e ld stron g positions 
covering the vital points all across the front . Moreover 
they were well supported by tanks and S. P. guns , as well 
as by accurate artillery and moitar fir e . Added to this 
the enemy had blown tank traps on both the r oads l eading 
forward to the bridges , (W. D. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 16 Dee 
4~ ; 1 Canadian Infantry Brigade Reports on Ops December 
1944 : pp 15 and 16) 



- 96 -

211. At first light on 16 Dec R. C. R. opened i ts 
attack with an assault aup~orted by an S . P. gun against an 
enemy position {at 395362 ), on a track leading t o the 
Vecchi o ab out •100 yards south of Casa Peli , which it cleared, 
taking eight prisoners. There the battali on was within 200 
yar ds of the Vecchio at a poin t 1000 yar ds downstr eam f .r om 
the nearer of the two bridges . This marked the limit of 
R. C. R. advance f or the day , however , all further attempts to 
get f orward proving fruitless . On R. C. R. lef~ 48 Hi ghrs 
launched its attack on a two- company front with one company 
on each of the two r oads l eading directly t o the Ve cchio 
brid ges , fr om the junction on Via Bonc ellin~ and from near 
the hamle t of Boncellino r espectively . On these r out e s a 
surprise advance might well have pl a ced the bridges in the 
hands of t he Canadians b efor e the German had an opportunity 
t o effect their des truction . The l atter r eacted ver y 
quickly , however , and counter - a tta cked the ri ght-hand company 
{at 397357) with infantr y s upported by two t anks only a f ew 
hundred yards from its star ting pla co . Fortuna t el y for the 
Highlander s a Churchill arr i ved and kept the onemy armour a t 
a distance , l ater putting one out of action . Enemy S . P's 
a lso appeared in the area , and batt er ed the house occupied 
by the Canadian Company Commande~ while heavy ar tillery and 
mortar fire prevented our infantry fr om c ontinuing the ad­
vanc e . Meanwhile the l eft sub- unit, a fte r grea t difficulty 
in getting its supporting a r mour a r ound a era t er in the r oad, 
had suffered a like r epulse shortly after it connnenc ed ad­
vancing on the southern unit axis , and as a result had with­
drawn s lightly t o r eor ganize . At 1600 h ours this company 
aga in moved f orward supported by two tanks against s tiff 
r es istance . At 1800 h ours the t anks , acc ompanied b y onl y six 
infantrymen , rea ched s ome buildin~ ab ou t 800 yards from 
Boncellino (at 394345 ) . This concluded the day ' s acti on, of 
which the chief gain was 42 enemy captured , incl uding three 
officers. (W . D. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 16 Dec 44 ; W.D . , R. C. R., 
16 Dec 44 ; W. D. , 48 Highrs , 16 Dec 44 ) 

212 . That ni ght (16/ 17 Dec) 48 Highrs , preceded by 
patr ols to fe el out the enemy, resumed its advance . Both the 
l eading c ompanies made substantial gains befor e contacting 
the enemy; the r ight movin g t o within 400 yards, and the 
l eft t o wi t hin 1000 yards , of the Vecchio . On the righ t, by 
fir st light, the Highlanders were with in a few hundred yards 
of the Vecchi o , and the Br igade Commander or der ed them t o 
make a strong a ttemp t t o cross and form a bridgehead . 
Strengthened by the Scouts and Sniper s platoon , and with two 
tanks and two S.P• s in support , the right- hand Company a t­
tacked a t 1600 hours . But in half an hour , durin~ which time 
1 t r eached the Vecchio and attempted t o pass the Scouts" 
over , it had given up the att emp t . The whol e company ar ea 
was under almost continuous shell and mortar fire , and the 
road l eading t o the canal so heavily mined that i t was 
impossib l e f or the t anks and S . P• s to ge t f or war d , On sev­
er a l occasions during the afternoon and early evening the 
enemy counter - attacked on 48 Highrs left flank, but the l at­
t er supported b y fir e fr om the supporting artillery and 
M.M. Gls h el d its ground , Meanwhile Hast & P.E . R. had moved 
into position in r ear of 48 Highr~ right flank in r eadine ss 
t o launch a n att ack through the l a tter unit should it suc­
ceed in crossing the Ve cchio . (W , D., 48 Highrs , 16- 17 Dec 
44 { W,D., R. C. R., 16- 17 Dec 44 ; W.D . , Hast & P. E. R., 17 Dec 
44) 
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213 . Meanwhile, on the night 16/17 Dec. 2 Cdn Inf Bde 
and 3 Cdn Inf Bde had exchanged sectors . Since fi ve of the 
s i x ba tta lions concerned were in c l ose contact wi th the 
enemy, great care bad t o be taken so as not to revea l tha t 
the division was regrouping. The reliefs commenced at 1900 
hour~ when Carlt & York R. moved into the P. P. C. L. I . posi ­
tions . The latter battalion then r elieved R. 22e R., which i n 
turn rel ieved L. Edmn R. , the latter moving into r eserve 
(area 4338) . At the same time West N. S . R. and Seaforth of c. 
exchanged areas, and shor t l y af t er midnight the two b r igades 
a s s umed command of t heir n ew sec tor s . Ther e was no change , 
however , i n th~ di s positions of the suppor t weapons . The 
move was designed to make 2 Cdn Inf Bde , which would n ow 
ha ve one bat t a l ion in r est and two less active l y engaged , 
avail abl e to pass through 1 Cdn Inf Bda, i f expedi en~ or to 
t ake par t in any fresh thrust on the right f'lank 01' the 
Division . (3 Canadian Infantry Brigada Operations in Ital y , 
2 Deo 44 - 6 Jan 45 , Part II~ pp 5 and 6 ; W. D., H. Q. 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde , LG and 17 Dec 44) 

214. La te in the af ternoon of the 17th, when it wa s 
r eal i zed tha t 48 Ri ghr s could n ot; establish its bridgeh ead 
unas s isted, the G. o . c ., 1 Cdn Inf Di v ordered 1 Cdn Inf Bde 
to pr epa r e a set piece a ttack, using R, C. R. and Has t & P. E. R. 
A heavy arti l ler y plan was prepared , and 11 H11 hour se t for 
0400 hours 18 Dec . On the right,R . C. R. was to as~ault over 
the Vecchio on its front , and conti nue , if the ini t i a l at­
tack me t with success , to the llaviglio . Hast & P. E . R . was 
t o pass t hrough 48 Highr s right for ward sub- unit , cr os s the 
Vecchio , secure the crossroads (~84359) 200 yar ds beyond the 
bridge , and, using its t wo r eserve c ompanies , exploi t to the 
Navi glio . Tank s uppor t . for the att ack was t o be provided b y 
12 R. T. R. R. C. D. would con t inue t o oper ate i n a ~ overing 

r ol e on the brigade left flank . During the nigh t 17/ 1 8 De c 
t he enemy was very active b oth in the area of the br idge 
oppos ite 48 High.rs and a l ong R . C . ~ . front . Later in the 
n i ght R. C. R. patrols to the V~cchio located a knoe deep 
f ording pl ac e . (1 Cdn Inf Bde Report on Operations ; W. D., 
H, Q, l Cdn Inf Bde , 17 Dec 44) 

215 . The attack went in as planned at 0400 h ours 1 8 
Dec and for a . time appear ed t o be succeedin g we l l ri particu l ­
arl y in the R. C. R. area , The r i ght assaul t coy ( 1.A. 11 ) of 
R. C. R. crossed on the r ubbl e of the bridge oppos i te Casa 
Peli and quickl y r ounded up over 30 prisoners incl uding part 
of a ba ttalion headquartersx (l Bn 289 GR ) . On the left, 
however , R. C. R. ran into enemy D. F . at i t s cr ossing p oin t 
a nd became disorganized , Al though the unit succeeded in 
pass ing a second company i nto i ts br idgehea d at Casa Peli 
durin g the night 1i t was tmable to get anti - t ank guns f or ward 
to them. At daybreak t he enemy counter-att acked with t anks , 
and by 0900 hours a l l R. C. R. companies wer e back in the ir 
or igina l positi ons eas t of the Vec chio with only th eir 
pris oners and a s c or e of one enemy t r acked vehic l e destroyed 
t o show a s gain . ( J,D., R. C.R., 18 Dec 44 ; W, D. , G, S., H. Q, 
1 Cdn Cor ps , December 1 944 : Appx 8a t 1 Cdn Corps Int Summary 
No . 184) 

K The r eason for a bn HQ remaining in such an exposed 
position is revealed by a Regimental Order "Di e For The 
F~her 11 dated 14 D..ic 44 (Vc . D. , G. S . , H. Q, 1 Cdn Corps , 
Decemb er 1944 : Appx 82 , 1 Cdn Corps Int Summary No . 184 ) . 
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216. Meanwhile on the left flank of the Bde , Hast 
& P. E. R. and 48 Highrs had met with a like repulse . Here 
again intense enemy D. F . on the forming up place disorganized 
one company of Hast & P. E. H., and it reached its crossing 
place with only 18 men , The remaining assault company also 
got into difficulties (the Coy Comd described it as low . 
moral e) , and failed to get forward . In the intervening 
period e l ements of 48 High.rs reached the north bridge and a t 
0715 hours reported it in their hands and intact . Brigade 
Headquarters a t once ordered Hast & P. E. R. and the tanks to 
go to the assistance of tbe Highlanders with all possible 
speed . Unfortunately the two leading tanks got into dif­
ficulti es on the narrow rain•soaked road and compl etel y 
blocked the way forward . Elements of both infantry units 
succeeded in crossing the bridge bu~in the face of a strong 
enemy infantry and tank counter - attack , withdrew shortly to 
the ne~r side of the stream, There , as the enemy tanks made 
no attempt to cross the bridge in pursui t , they v.ere able to 
consolidate . By 0900 hours the situation was stabilized with 
both sides Jontinuing the fight from opposite sides of the 
canal . Shortly af t er the enemy demolished the bridge and no 
further at t empt was made to continue the advance . (W . D,, 
Hast & P. E . R. , 19 Dec 44; W. D. , 48 Highrs , 18 Dec 44) 

21? . Thus early on the 18th the ful l scale attack by 
1 Cdn Inf Bde had come to an end with the Vecchio and 
Naviglio still firmly held by the enemy. In less than six 
hours the latter had demonstrated in a convincing manne r his 
determination to hold on this flank . That morning General 
Foulkes in conference with his divisional connnanders laid 
plans for a co- ordinated thrust by 1 Cdn Inf Div and 5 Cdn 
~rmd Div at the junction of the inter- divisional boundary . 
There on the 19th both divisions applied their weigh t in a 
hard hitt ing attack which eventually carried them through the 
stubbornly- held enemy defences to the Senio. (W . D., G.s., 
H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div , 19 Dec 44; W-D., H. Q, 2 Cdn Inf Bde , 18 
Ds c 44) 

OPERATIONS OF 5 CORPS , 14 - 17 DEC 44 

218 . As the advance of the Canadian Corps came t o a 
haJ t on the general line of the Canale Naviglio , the British 
5 Corps and Polish 2 Corps connnenced a fresh attack south of 
Route 9.. On 5 Corps front the main task, assigned to 2 N. Z. 
Div and 10 Ind Div , was to cl-3ar tho Pergola - Pideura ridge 
and the s l opes between that ridge and Route 9 . Although 
Faenza was expected to fall easily once the chief objectives 
were gained , a special task force was formed out of 43 In~ 
Lorried Inf Bdd to clear the town . As final objectives 5 
Corps intended to gain bridgeheads over the Senio . On the 
British Corps ' l eft flank the Poles were to cross the River 
Sintria and c l ose up to the Senio. Supported by the fire of 
more than 400 guns , the New Zealanders and Indians launched 
their attack on the night 14/15 Dec . In the early stages 
of the advance , 10 In~ Div , on the left flank , encounter ed 
minefiel ds covering Pergola and daylight on 15 Dec found 
it pinned to the ground by heavy defensive fire . The New 
Zealand di vis ion was then in the area of Celle (2724) where 
for some time it was involved in bitter close- quarters 
fighting . All the while the enemy heavily and repeatedly 
counter- attacked the flanks of the advanc e , The struggl e 
went on throughout the day, and by the end of it the 90 Pz 
Gr Div , now alone since the withdrawal of 305 Div following 
the disastr ous affair of 9 Dec , had lost 200 killed and 300 
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pris oners t o the New Zea l ander s . On t he enemy ri ght 715 
Di vision had suffe r ed s i mila rly heavy l osses in opposing 
the Polish Cor ps . ~ t thi s point 2 N. Z. Di v was in f i r m 
posses sion of Celle and t he surrounding a r ea, while 10 Ind 
Di~ although i t had f a iled t o captur e Pergol a, ha d pushed 
forwar d, on the l eft, north- wes t of Pideura and s e ized the 
n ext ridge beyond . Thus the en emy , b y- pas sed and s eriously 
weakened by his l os ses, could no l onger hope to def end his 
position and a cc ordingl y withdr ew tha t night (15/16 De c) . 
(Eighth Army e tc , pp 91-2 ) 

219 . On t he foll owing day, 16 Dec, the Indian 
Division s ecured Per gol a, and t he New Zea l ander s clos ed up to 
the line of the Seni o . Thr oughout t he day t he Poles on the 
l eft continued to experienc e ha r d fi ghting wes t of the Sin­
tri~ as they drew l eve l wi t h 5 Cor ps . North of Route 9 , 
t he enemy still r ema ined firm on the Lemone , with a switch­
line running pas t the north-easte r n outski rts of Faenza 
a l ong the Scol o Cerch i a cana l and thence a long the Rimi ni­
Bologna r a i lway "t o t he point wher e it crosses the Seni o . 43 
Ind Lorri Gd Inf Bde had enter ed and clea r ed Faenza on 16 Dec , 
but when on the 17th it a ttemp ted t o s e ize a cross i n g over 
the Scolo Cerchia i t me t with a s tron g enemy counte r -atta ck 
t ha t t hrew it ba ck t o the s outh bank . To the s outh on th e 
17th 10 Ind Div managed t o es t ablish two small bridgeh ea ds 
over the Senio on e ithe r side of Teb nn o (2324 ) . No attemp t 
wa s made to exploit thes e , h owever , for 5 Corps was ob l i ged , 
for administra tive r eas ons , to ha lt its off ens ive a t this 
point . (Ibid , p . 92) 

AR MY GROUP AND iirtMY I NTENTIONS 

220 , Onc e aga in , Eighth Army was t empora rily ha lted 
befor e an ot her of t he n umer ous wa t er obs t acl es of the 
Romagna .. Although 13 Cor ps on th e r ight flank of Fi f t h 11.rmy, 
whos e oper ati on s wer e intended t o fac ilitate the cross i n g of 
this obsta cle , the Seni o , was s t alema t ed i n fr ont of the Vena 
del Gess o fea ture , the pr ospects of l a unch i ng a s ucces sful 
combined drive b y bo t h a r mi es s eemed promi s ing .* For fina l­
ly the long continued pr es s ur e on the enemy ' s Adr ia tic flank 
wa s b eginni n g t o show r esults . As pr eviously not ed (pa r a 
131) on the 9th h e brought 90 Pz Gr Di v fr om r eserve and 
thr ew it into the ba ttl e agains t 5 Corps with grea t ha ste . 
Aga in , shortly aft er the s ucc e s sful Canadi an a t t a ck over the 
Lamone , the enemy had had t o t ak e 98 Inf Div fr om the Fifth 
Ar my fr ont, and rush i t a cros s t o bol s t er the crumblin g 356 
Inf Di v . By t he 1 9 th 29 Pz Gr Di v had a rrived on tho Ei ghth 

11 While 5 Cor p s was advancing t owar ds the Senio / 13 Cor ps had 
under t aken a l imited oper~ti on a s tride t he Santerno 
directed t owar d Rout e 9 a t Imol a . Ini tia lly the Gor ps had 
s ome succes s , but by 15 De c had come t o a halt after a t -

.. ·t acks on the vi llage of Tos signano (0823 ) and against ?i'Tonte 
Maggi or e (0525 ) had f ail ed . ·Eas t of Toss i gnan o the Cor ps 
was up a ga ins t t he Vena de l Gesso , a l a r ge and stee p 
e sca rpment . This position the Cor ps Commander f elt could 
on l y b e overc ome b y t ho Pol ish Cor ps a tta cking on h is 
r i ght, and turning the enemy def enc es . This suggestion 
was n ot a ccep t able t o Ei ghth ii.r my , h owever , a s it r equired 
t he Polish a tta ck to precede t hat of 13 Cor ps wher eas t he 
~rmy p l an ca lled f or simultaneous att a cks by the two cor ps . 
In the event these oper ations di d n ot t ake p l ace until the 
fol l owing spring. (Eigh th Ar my e tc, P • 92 ) . (See Map 
Florenc e - Rimini - Bologna Sector ) 



- 100 -

Ar my front where it replaced 26 Pz Div on Route 9 . Thus the 
battl es of the first 18 days of December had compe l l ed the 
enemy t o rel i eve two of the divisions opposing Eighth hrmy 
and bring in one additional di vision all at the expense of 
the f ront south of Bologna . (.!2J..£., pp 92- 3) -

221 . In the meantime an important change had oc-
curr ed at Headquarters 15 hrmy Group . On 12 Dec Fie l d 
Marsh~l Alexander repl a ced Field Marshal Sir Henr y Ma i t l and 
Wi l son as Supreme l llied Commander , Cen t r al Mediter ranean. 
Lt- Gen Mar k Clark, formerly commanding Fifth Army , r eplaced 
Fie l d Marshal hlexander as Commander h llied ilr mies in Ital y . 

Headquarters J ... llied J.rmies i n Italy , now became a 
strictly operational headquarters once more, t he 
British administrative staff which had joined hrmy 
Group Headquarters earl y in 1944 shortly after its 
move t o Caserta being r emoved to rejoin &llied 
Force Headquarters at Caserta . Beyond t his change , 
Rn alteration in the designation of the Headquar t ­
ers to "Headquarters 15 Army Group" , and the fact 
that the Army Group staff was now reorganized on 
t he hmerican model with a Br i t ish element .•• the 
change in command involved no fundamenta l change 
either in the organization of the Army Group as a 
whole or in strategy. 

( Ib id , p • 93 ) 

222 . During a confer ence with h i s l~rmy Cormnander s 
on 19 Dec, General Cla rk made plain his intenti on to proceed 
on the general lines of the existing pl an : 

The time is rapidly approaching when I shal l give 
the signal for a c ornbined all - out attack of Fif th 
and Eighth Armies . Tha primary mission of the a t ­
tack is to bring to battle and destroy German 
forces in Ita ly and thereby prevent the withdra wa l 
of ma j or enemy. el ements t o other thea t res·. I t i s 
evident that the mission can be ac complished only 
by an all- out offens i ve by b o th armies . The 
specific military obj ~cti ve of our coming battl e is 
the city of Bologna . 

The factors which f~x the date on which my decision 
to launch the attack is made are three : f a vourabl e 
weather , the disposition of the enemy forces , and 
the locati on of the main f orces of Eighth krmy . 
Eigh·i:;h i1rmy •. • has drawn to it from the Fifth I~rmy 
f r ont and from r eserve positions in the Bologna 
area sufficient enemy f orces to permit Fifth ~rmy 
reas onab l e chances of success in its attack . 

It is my desire that Eighth hrmy clear up the area 
between the Lamone river and Senio river and be 
prepared to l a unch its attack across the Seni o 
rive r at the time Fifth 1.rmy launches its attack . 

(Ibid : Appx 11 1 11 - 2 ) 

Accor dingl y the Army Group Commander directed General 
McCr ear y to : 
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proceed with current oper a ti ons with the object of 
l aunching an a ttack t o force a crossing of the 
Senio river in c onjunction with Fifth Army ' s at­
tack. 

Lt- Gen Lucian K. Truscott Jr., now c ommanding Fifth brmy, 
would b e prepared to launch his att ack on 48 h ours n otice 
after 22 Dec but immediately , using 13 Corps , would make 
subs idiary thrusts down the Santerno and Sil~aro valleys, 
that is on e ithe r side of the Vena del Gesso , t o assis t the 
progress of Eighth hr my . An all- important factor in the 
selection of the date f or the c ombined offensive would be a 
r easonable like l ihood of good f l ying weather . (Ibid , p . 92) 

223. These or ders involved n o change of pl an for 
Eighth Army since Gene r a l McCreery had a lready c ompl e t ed his 
preparations t o clos e up to the Senio . The Canadian Corps 
was to extend its Navigli o bridgehead t o the Senio by a t wo 
division attack , and clear the ground on e ither flank sub­
sequently. This wa s a stra ightforward problem, and rather 
l e ss c omplicated than that c onfron ting 5 Corps . For the 
enemy switch-line n orth of Route 9 was fairly extensive and 
divided into two distinct sectors by the Canale Naviglio and 
would r equire two divisi ons t o clear it , Before b oth these 
f ormations could be deployed , however, it would be necessary 
to clear the outskirts of Faenza . The 5 Corps pl an , there­
f or e , was for the 2 N. Z , Div with 43 Ind Lor Inf Bde t o carry 
out this first task, and then work n orth to the west of the 
Navi glio as f as t as its limited resources would pe rmit, for 
this division a lready had r espons ibility for a l ong fr ont 
which included a portion of the Senio south of Faenza. Once 
the New Zealanders had made r oom for its deployment, 56 Inf 
Div would c ome in and clear the en emy f r om eeet of the canal. 
These operations opened on both Corps fr onts on the night 
19/20 Dec. (Ibid , pp 93- 4) 

OPERATIONS OF 5 CORPS NORTH OF FAENZA, 
1 9 - 31 DEC 44 

224 . At the b eginning the 5 Corps attack met with 
onl y scattered opposition for the enemy had apparently 
decided t o give gr ound . An area extending two miles nor·th 
of Faenza was quickly cleared and room provided for 56 Inf 
Div to deploy. On the second day that Division, which had 
crossed the Lamone east of Faenza , commenced its drive to 
the north- east . At that stage , however , the enemy began to 
contest bitterly each s t ep of t he advance , figh ting for 
every ditch and house . In addition the weather de teriorated, 
and on 23 Dec snow f ell in the pl ains . By the end of the 
month the division had clear ed al l the ground be t ween the 
Naviglio and the Lamon e south of the inter- corps boundary 
at Granarolo , except at Granarolo itself , and advanc ed its 
l eft wi ng across the Naviglio to relieve 2 N. Z . Div of par t 
of its increasing frontage along the Senio . The northward 
advance of the l a tter formati on had stopped just short of a 
stron~ enemy positi on covering the r oad bridge at Fel isio 
(3031)~ Meanwhile on the l ef t flank of 5 Corps , 2 Pol Corps 
had c ompl e t ed mopping- up to the Senio and on 22 Dec had 

--·-------------·----·---------·-----------------------------
~ See Map Flor ence - Rimini - Bo logna Sector 

. 
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extended its left b oundary westwards t o reduce the commit­
ments of the tired and weak 13 Corps* . (Ibid, pp 93- 4) 

THE ADV NCE OF 1 CDN INF DJV TO THE SENIO RIVER, 
1 9 t o 21 Dec 44 

225 . The p l an for t he Canadian Cor ps attack was 
presented and orders issued at a Cor ps Commander's Orders 
Group held at H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div on the morning of 18 Dec . 
It call ed f or a two brigade a ttaok by 2 Cdn Inf Bde and 11 
Cdn Inf Bde on the night 1 9/20 Dec . 11 Cdn Inf Bde was 
ordered t o attack acr oss the Fosso Mun io just north of the 
Via Chiara bridge, wher e Westmr R. was holding a small bridge­
head . 2 Cdn Inf' Bde at the same time would launch an attack 
through Westmr R. pos iti on~ between the b end in the Munio 
and the right f lank of 3 Cdn Inf Bde . When b ot h brigades 
had achieved an 9dvance of several bUDdred yards, 2 Cdn Inf 
Bde would t urn south across 3 Cdn Inf Bde ' s front and en­
deavour t o cut off Bagna cavall~ while 11 Cdn Inf Bde would 
c on tinue west to the Senio . This new plan , now that l Cdn 
Inf' Bde had fa i l ed to ge t f or ward on the l eft f l ank , was 
well received , and Brigadier Bogert and his battalion com­
mander s wer e confident of i ts succ ess . (W . D., H. Q. 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde , 18 Dec 44) . For the purpose of the oper ati on the 
Fosso Muni o fr om just east of the Via Chiara to the Via 
Casalino (410424 - 388145) , and the line of tha t r oad between 
the Munio and the Senio would constitu t e the inter - divisional 
b oundary. {W. D. , G. S . , H,Q, 1 Cdn Corps , December 1944 : 
Appx 79 , Message G. O. 79) ( dee Map 3} 

226 . Bri gadi er Bogert i ntended t o carry out his a d-
va~ce t o the Senio in three stages . In Phase I, L. Edmn R., 
right, and P. P. C. L. I.1 l eft , woul d seize the crossings over the 
Fosso Muni o on Via Casalino (at 388415) a nd Via Bigar an o (at 
387408) . Then would follow Phase II , when Seaf orth of c. 
would push through P. P. C. L. I ., and secure t he crossr oads on 
Via Bi garano (380410) ab out 700 yards west of tho Muni o. In 
the final phase Seaforth of C. and P. P. C.L. I . would move 
south from their respective positions to cut the road (a t 
375393 and 382391) l eading west from Bagnacavall o to the 
bridge over the Senio at S , Polito (3540) . The artill ery 
plan was for a seri es of concentrati ons on cRll , with the 
initial a tta ck going in silence . Armoured support was to be 
suppl ied by two squadrons of B. C. D. To detract the enemy ' s 
attention from the main fr ont, both 3 Cdn Inf Bde and l Cdn 
Inf Bde would stage fire demons tra tions , while in the l a tter 
brigade ' s sector dur ing the first stages of the a ttack a 
psychological warfare de t achment would broadcast battle 
noises of tanks e tc to simul ate an impending assault. 11 H11 

Hour was set for 2000 hours , 19 Doc . (W . D., H. Q. 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde , 18~ 19 De c 44) . During the night 18/1 9 Dec two 
squadrons ot R. C. D, came forward and rolievad Seaforth of C. 
and P. P. C. L. I . in their positions in front of Bagnacavallo . 
Both infantry battal ions then moved to the rea r f or a brief 
r est in preparation for the coming attack. ( Ibid) 

x 13 Corps l ost 8 Ind Div t o under oper a tional cont r ol 92 
u.s. Inf Div when the German threat in the Serchio Vall ey 
began to develop (Fifth Ar my Bis t ory, Part VIII : Annex 
No. 1-C) . 
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227 . The 19th was a quiet day across the 1 Cdn Inf 
Div front al though very cl ose contact was maintained with the 
enemy particularly in the ri~t sector . At 2000 hours 3 Cdn 
Inf Bde Commander called an 0 11 Group and issued preliminary 
orders for the capture of Bagnacavallo b y Carlt & York R. 
This attack would commence when 2 Cdn Inf Bde r eached its 
final objective . R. 22e R., which would be by- passed by 
P. P. C. L.I . ir the initial stage of the 2 Bde attack , would 
be availaols to assist if required . (W. D. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf 
Bde , 19 Dec 44; W. D., 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt (R . C. D. ) , 19 Deo 44; 
W, D., H. --. . 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 19 Dec 44) 

228 . kt nightfall L. Edmn R. and P. P. C. L. I , moved 
forward to their F . U. Ps . in r ear of Westmr R., and at 2000 
hours went into the attack. Almost at once they ran up 
against well placed enemy defences , and began a battle which 
lasted a l l that night and the next day . On their right the 
initial assault of 11 Cdn Inf Bde was repulsed and the at­
tacking t roops thrown back to the Munio . It was apparent 
that the enemy had woven a stout defence across the whole 
front of th3 Corps atta ck , and that until this system was 
penetrated or destroyed piecemeal there was little likelihood 
that he would r etir e behind the Senio . 

229. On the brigade right L. Edmn R. , a dvancing on a 
two company front , encounter ed their first opposition from 
two enemy-held houses , c. Tassell! (408420) right and C. 
Ar gelli (40?417) left , lying on the lateral tra ck b e tween the 
Via Chi ar a and the Via Pozzarda . An ar t illery concen t r ation 
on C, Tassell! , followed by an infantry assault, quick l y 
b r ought about its capture and that of several prisoners . C. 
Argelli , however, proved to b e more stoutly defended wit h 
four M. M. Gs . in position around it . hS the Edmontons moved 
in on thG l atter place across the open fields they came under 
heavy mortar and artillery def ensive fir e including S . P. 
gunfire f r om the vicinity of c. Peli (400417) , a group of 
buildings a t a crossroads 600 yards due west of C. h.rgelli . 
The sub- unit concerned continued, neverthe l ess , to press its 
attack until 0330 hours (20 Dec) when, with its eff ective 
strength down to 25 men , it withdrew slightly and consolidated. 
In the meantime a t 0100 hours Lt-Col J . R. Stena , the Command­
ing Officer L. Edmn R. , dir ec t ed a fr esh company to by- pass 
C, krgelli on the right, and clear the crossroads at c. Peli . 
Again, however , b ecause of the weight of the enemy fir e , the 
Edmontons fail,ed to make h eadway . In the interim an enemy 
counter - attack on C, Tassell! was driven off with the aid of 
the artillery and s ever a l mor e pr isoners t aken . By 0300 hours 
Lt - Col Stone had decided t o make a fre sh at t empt to seize the 
C, Peli crossroads, this time with hea vy artillery support , 
At 0600 hours a fter hard fighting the Edmontons company 
reached the cros s roads , By 0700 hours it had secured the C. 
Peli area, while a s econd sub- unit had taken up a firm 
position (404419) a few hundred yards to its right r ear on 
the track l eading back to c. Tasselli . The enemy , however , 
was still in close contac t across ti1e batt alion front with 
his tanks and S . P. guns controlling both the for ward and 
lateral roads. (W,D. , L. Edmn R, , 1 9- 20 Doo 44) 

230 , Meanwhile P. P . C.L. I . wa s meeting with the same 
stubborn r esistance on the l eft , As they approached their 
first objective , the road junction (402412) at the western 
end of the Via Pozzarda about 200 yar ds from R. 22e R, right 
flank , the Patricia s came under int~nse machine gun fire -
from the direction of C, Argelli . Nevertheless the company 
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continued to advance and, after overcoming several enemy 
machine gun posts barring the way for ward, reached 1 t s objec t ­
i ve . While it was in the process of consol idating an enemy 
S. P. gun fired eight rounds through the house occupied by 
Company Headquarters wounding the o. c. and destroying the 
wir eless se t . Heavy mortar fir e on the area killed one 
platoon c omd , then two counter- attacks devel oped one after 
the other, but the Pa tricias held their ground, and eventual1y 
drove t he enemy off , killing anC1 wounding . many of them. 
Several prisoners were a l so taken . The position was finally 
secured at 0430 hours on the 20th when a sec ond sub- unit 
moved up in support . At 0500 hours a P. P. C. L. I . sub - unit 
pushed wes t from the Via Pozzarda junction t owards the 
crossroads on Lo Stradello (397412) 600 yar ds distant . For 
a time the company proceeded without opposition , When it 
was l ass than 100 yards from its objective , however, the 
enemy suddenly opened fir& with ma chine guns and an S , P, 
Pinned t o the ground by t his fire , the Pa tric ias had no 
alter native but t o call for ar tiller y cover under which they 
wi thdrew t o the Via ·Pozzarda junc t i on . (W. D. , P. P. C. L. I . , 
19- 20 Dec 44 ) 

231 . During the morning both battalions he l d firm 
under heavy fir e while the sappers worked f everishl y t o cl ear 
the mine fields . ht 1100 hours an enemy tank and S. P. gun 
began sys t ematically shooting up the houses occupied by 
L. Edmn R. at c. Pel i . As a r esul t L. Edmn R. withdrew 
slightl y while the a rtiller y and mortars laid a defensive 
scr een of fire acr oss its .front. Shortly aft er midday the 
enemy eased his fire , and the batt alion , under c over of an 
a r t i ller y concentration , r eoccupied the C, Peli positions . 
For s evera l hours after this , how ever , fighting conti nued i n 
this area . (W . D., L. Edmn R., 20 De c 44) . Al though during 
this time P. P. C. L. I . suffered no cotmter attacks , the 
int ens ity of the enemy machine gun and S . P, fire indicated 
the continuing presence of s trong enemy forces across its 
l ine of advance . (~ . D . , P. P. C. L. I . , 20 Dec 44) 

232 . At 1430 h ours , t o relieve the pressure on hi s 
l eading c ompany, the Commanding Officer of P. P, C. L. I, des­
patched a company supported by a troop of B. C. D, t hrough 
R. 22e R, under a smoke screen cover t o seize the Lo 
Stradello - Via Bigarano crossr oads (394407) . But the enemy 
surpr ised the leading pl atoon and f orced it t o r e tire suf ­
fer ing s evar al casualties . Never the l ess , the company man­
aged to consolida t e a position only a f ew hundr ed yards 
short of its objective . At 2100 ho\.trs the Patrioias with 
str ong artillery suppor t again a ttacked the Lo Stradel l o 
crossroads , and this time after a brief fight clear ed the 
position, capturing an undamaged S . P. gun in the pr ocess . 
Two tanks wer e then brought forward and the obj ec ti ve 
s ecured , (W. D., P. P. C. L. I . , 20 Dec 44) , Meanwhile L. Edmn 
R. had a l so i mproved its posi ti on . In mid- af t ern oon Lt - Col 
Stone went t o Brigade Hea dquarters and there made arrange ~ 

men ts t o put in a flanking a ttack through P. P. C. L. I . against 
the enemy still hol ding out along the l ater a l r oad be tween 
the two battalions , This attack commenced a t 1600 hours, 
when one platoon of L, Ed.nm R. and a t r oop of B, C. D. pa ss ed 
t hr ough the Pa tricias and under cover of a smoke screen 
moved a l ong the r oad , the tanks fi r ing as they advanced 
whil e behind them the infantry clear ed the h ous es . Fifty 
minut es l ater they r eached C. Peli wi th a beg of 25 prison­
er s , Others of the enemy, att empting to escape , came under 
mor tar and ar tiller y fir e called down fr om the cronaroads . 

~ -
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(W.D., t. Edmn R., 20 Dec 44 ). By nightfall, considerable 
progresa bad been made wi th the mine lifting, and the tanks 
and aupport weapons were moved forward . The day had aeen 
hard fighting on both divisiona l f r onts , and as a result the 
enemy had lost a number of important strong points and had 
suffered numerous casual t ies. The events or the coming 
night were to show that he had now had enough, 

233. During the night 20/ 21 Dec both L. Ediml R. and 
P,P,C.L.I. made steady progress, By m1dn1t;bt it was apparent 
t~a ~ the enemy, ttas withdrawing on both 2 Gdn I n1 Bd~ &lld ~l 

-·~.- - · Cdn Inf Bde fronta. Oont a ot was l ost bet'ore midnight and not 
regained Wltil 0300 hours. No determined opposition develop­
ed, however, and both 1 Cdn Inf Di v units continued t o push 
forward. At daylight they reached the objectives laid down 
for Phase I or the Bde attack, which l ay along the upper 
limits of the Foss o Munio, L. Edmn R. consolida t in g . a t Pt~ . 

Caaalino,and P.P.C.L.I. a t the Via Bigarano crossing, 
Everywhere much evidence of a hasty enemy withdrawal was 
found. (W.D,, L. Edmn R,, 20-21 Dec 44 ; W.D,, P.P.C.L.I., 
20-21 Dec 44) 

234. At daybreak Seaforth of c. with "A" Sqn B.C.D. 
passed through P.P.C.L.I. towards the cr oss-roads on th~ 
next lateral road to the west (380410). Little r esistance 
waa antieipated t or the enemy Wli ~s were r eported by des ert­
ers t o have commenced withdrawing wes twards at 0100 hours. 
Our tanks encountered difficulty with mines but the infantry 
pressed onwards without hindrance, and a t 1030 hours occupied 
the battalioq objeotive a s well a·s the crossroads to the 
right of it (382416) at the inter-divisional boWldary. At 
this latter plaoe the battalion was only slightly more than 
1000 yards from the Senio, and a recoe patrol was sent for­
ward t o the river , (W,D,, Seafor th of C,, 21 Dec 44), 
P.P.C.L.I. meanwhile had moved south a long tb,e .Munic, and 
taken up a position at the orosar oads (382391) . in the hamlet 
of Pieve near the north-west edge of Bagnacavallo. (W.D,, 
P, P,C.L.I., 21 Deo 44). With all its objectives practieally 
oooupiad, and the enemy appar entl y safe fran further pursuit 
behind the high dykes of the Seni o, H, Q, 2 Cdn Inf Bde 
order ed L. Edmn R. to r emain i n i t s present area f or the 
bal ance or the day , (W,D., L. Edmn R,, 21 Dec 44). · The 
patrol sent forward by the "Seaforths" confirmed the enemy 
withdraws~ and immediatel y General Fos t er order ed that bat­
t alion forward to the Senio. By 2200 hours 21 Dec Seaforth 
of c. was holding positions covering the line of the Senio 
from the 5 Cdn Ar md Div boundary nouth t o the f ormer bridge 
at Pte della Chiusa (360385 ).n (W.D,, Seaforth of c., 21 
Deo 44) 

235. At last, after ten days of very heavy and stub-
born fighting, the enemy had given way and during 'the night 
20/2l De'o between the 35 and 45 Northing had fallen baok on 

·· his prepared defences along the Seni o, On l Cdn Inf Di• 
front, and particularly i n the area north of Bagnaoavallo, 
where he was not proteoted by any natural water barrier~ h~s 

• Seaforth of c. oompanies were a t 364413, 36340'7, ~6!400 
and ~68385. 
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resista nc e was spectacular. Tho onomy formation , 98 Inf 
Div,~ which was brought i n to thv lino from th€ Fifth Army 
soctor cm 13 Dec to st cr.1 the tide of tho Canadia n advance on 
the Bngnacavallo front , lived up to its Crimean tradition of 
fighting to the l as t rno.n , and r oc,a inod for itself somf.I of tho 
presti ge lost during t he Rimini battle. Infc,rmation r ec e ived 
from many of the 140 prisoners tak0n durin£ the 24 hours 
battle indica t ed that tho 0rder to withdraw c ame as a welcome 
surprise t 0 thu fClrward troop s , wh0 thc~ucht they would have to 
fight to thG death or surrender . (W. D., G. S. , H. Q., 1 Cdn 
C0rps , Doc 44: Appx 93 , 1 Cdn Cnrps Int Summary 187) . All 
throe r egim0nts wore c0mmi tt od a cross the; fr ont oppos itc 1 
Cdn Inf Div with 289 G. R. alonG tho "Switch Line " , 290 G. R. 
in Ba cnacavallo and north 0f thy city, and 117 G.R. north C'f 
tho latter c 0vbring the r emain i nn 1 Cdn Inf Div a r Ga and 
C'vorlap ping into 5 Odn Armd Div sector . (Ibid: Appx 63 , 67 
74 , 77 and 82 , 1 Cdn Corps Int Summarie s) 

236 . In the activities proc edi ne the advance to the 
Senio , 2 Cdn Inf Bde had played an important part . Since 
their entry int o the na rrow bridfuhea d so t enac i ously held by 
Carlt & York R. on 13 Dec , a ll three batta lions of the 
brigade had foueht stubbornly abainst an equally determined 
foe (excepting only the brief interlude in front of 
Baenacava llo) , and it wes fittine tha t thoy should have the 
cre dit 0f brcakine th& enemy position, and l eadine the 1 Cdn 
Inf Div advance tn tho Senio . The Brisade Commande r in re­
viewing the a ction gives credit to the inva luabl e ass istanc e 
provided by B.c . D. and all supportinc arms , and particul arly 
to tho artillery for their timely assistanco in breaking up 
the many counter attacks . Casualties t0 the enomy in both 
phases of thG battle were 11 (a ) prisoners four off.rs~ 314 ORs ; 
(b) confirme d killed a nd wounded 330 (c) e quipment seven tanks 
or S. P . Guns K. O' d and six dama ge d. 11 During the period 13- 21 
Dec 2 Cdn Inf Pde suffered 289 ca sualties of all types , of whom 
60 were killed, 215 wounded and four taken prisoner . 
((H. S. )234Cl . 013(Dl0) : 2 Cdn Inf Bde Report on Operations , 
l Dec 44 - 8 J an 45 ; Ca sualties - Ita lian Campaien .2E cit) 

The original Div was m0r o or l oss destroyed on the 
Russian front . The remnants were 0vacuated from the 
CRIMEl-i t o CONSTt.J~ ZA i n May 1944 and arrived in ZAGREB 
in Jun . During J un and Jul tho Div was r ef0rme d in 
CROATIA . At the beginning 0f AuB it move d down to the 
CESENA area and 0n 29 Aug the first units wer e commit ­
t ed in the Gothic Lino . Aft e r a disastrous fc,rtnight 
in which the Div l ost 2 , 050 prisonars it wa s with­
drawn and r e f0rm0d a e;aln , m0st of the rfts b e ing drawn 
fr om the B Regt nf t htJ draft div SELESIA. The Div 
was commit ted anew in tht. M Bt.TTAGLIA sec t0r on about 
1 Oct and it has sinc G f0ught on Fifth Ar my front 
t enaciously and well . 

\ 

(W. D. , G. S . , H. Q. 1 Cdn C0rps , 
Decenmcr 1944: ~ppx 63 , 1 Cdn 
Corps Int Summary 180) 
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237 . As 2 Cdn Inf' Bde neared the Senio west of 
Bagnacavallo , the enemy evacuated the town , although he con ­
tinued to maiptain a firm hold on his salient to the south 
of it between the Canadians and 5 Cor ps . His anxiety to 
retain ground in front of Cotignola probably arose from a 
fear of a Canadian drive across the Senio in that sector 
aimed at outflanking Lugo . (i1 . D. , G. S . , H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 
December 1944 : kppx 93 and 961 1 Cdn Corps Int Sunnnaries 
Nos 187 , 188 ) 

238 . During the initia l stages of the 2 Cdn Inf Bde 
advance , both 1 Cdn Inf Bde and 3 Cdn Inf Bde remained in 
their holding and defensive rol~ but on the morning of the 
2ls t , when word of the enemy withdrawal r eached them , both 
brigades joined the advanc e . (W . D. , G. S. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf 
Div , 20 Dec 44) . The rapid departure of the enemy on the 3 
Cdn Inf Bde front e liminated the ne cess ity of a formal at­
tack by that brigade on Bagnacavallo, and spoiled any chance 
of cutting off and des troying its garrison . kt 0115 hours 
on the 21st bran- gun fire from the Carlt & York R, forwar d 
coy on the northern outskirts of the town drew enemy fire, 
but similar activity a t 0745 hours brought n o response . 
Sounds of heavy demol itions heard from the enemy rear a l so 
poi nted towar ds an evacuation . During the morning element s 
of Carlt & York R. went forward and found the town fre e of 
t he enemy . Shor t ly after midday the whole battal ion moved 
forward and took up position t o the west of the town (3838) . 
In t he l ate afternoon,( 21 Dec),as 2 Cdn Inf Bde took over the 
Seni o f r ont from the rai l way north t o the 5 Cdn Armd Div 
boundary, divisional headquarters placed 3 Cdn Inf Bde i n 
tac t ical reserve . All three units were ordered t o secure 
b illets i n their present area and to bring for ward their "F" 
Eche l on . Hot meals and othe r luxuries of which thi s br igade 
had been deprived during their three weeks period i n the l ine 
now became available . (W .D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde, 21 Dec 44 ; 
W, D,, R. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 21 Dec 44; W. D., Carlt & Yor k R., 
21 Dec 44) 

239- On 1 Cd.n Inf Bde fr ont the main enemy body 
(289 G. R. ) withdrew during t he night 20/21 Dec l eaving behind 
small r ear guards and en gineer parties t o destroy the many 
bridges over the Ve cchio and Ndviglio . On the brigade right , 
R. C. R. began moving f orward a t daybreak, when patrols across 
the Vecchio on its front , c onfir med that the enemy had with­
drawn . The battalion advanced s t eadi ly throughout the day, 
crossing the Navigli o about one mil e south of Bagnacavall o 
and cons olidating befor e midnight 500 yards east of the Senio . 
There it found the enemy occupying dug in posi tions on both 
sides of the rLver . Has t & P. E.R . likewise moved forward, and 
by midnight had crossed the Naviglio and consolidated near 
the Senio about a mile t o the north of Cotignol a . The only 
r esistance enc ounter ed b y 1 Cdn Inf Bde during the day was in 
48 Highrs s e c t or . The re an enemy r earguard holding the 
Vecchio bridge on the r oad running eas t from Boncellino kept 
the Highlanders eas t of the Vecchio until late afternoon. 
When it halted f or the night 48 High.rs was still nearl y 1000 
yards fr om the Naviglio . (W. D. , E . Q., 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 21 Dec 
44; W, D,, R. C.R. , 21 Dec 44 ; W. D. , Hast & P. E . R-, 21 Dec 44; 
W, D., 48 Highrs , 21 Dec 44) 

240 . Throughout t his period 1 Cdn Inf Bde seemed 
fated t o participate chiefly in costl y and unrewarding 
actions , In particular Hast & P.E. R. had had quite a bad 
time of 1t1 f or it failed twice a t t he Lemon e (4 and 5 Dec ) , 
l ost heavily again in the Naviglio bridgehead on 13 Dec , and 

' 
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t ook part in the abortive "Switch Line 11 attack on 18 Dec . 
On at leas t two of these occas ions Hast & P. E. R. had R.C.R . 
for a companion in misfortune , In these actions , these two 
units alone l ost six officers and 116 other ranks as 
prisoners .* (W. D. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 21 Dec 44; C. M. H. Q. 
Rocords Office Casualty Card Index, Hast & P.E. R. and R.C.R . 
(now in possession of Historical Section, A. H. Q, )) 

THE FOSSO MUNIO FIGHTING kND THE PURSUIT TO THE SENIO, 
5 CDN hRMD DIV, 16 - 21 DEC 44 

241 . Before considerin~ the operations of 5 Cdn 
Armd Div during the three days · 19- 21 Deo,. it is necessary 
t o go back to the morning of 15 Dec , when £t- Gen c. Foulkes , 
conma.nding 1 Cdn Corps , and Maj - Gen B. M. Hoffme ister , 
commanding 5 Cdn /~md Div, vi sited Headquar t ers 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde to discuss with Brigadier I . S . Johnston a plan t o launch 
a new attack using his brigade , with the object , firstly of 
driving the enemy back to the Senio in the area nor th of 
Fusignano, and secondly of linking up with the troops of 1 
Cdn Inf Div west of Bagnacavallo and cutting off its gar­
r ison. The second sta ge of the operation was t o be depend­
ent on the success of the attacks about t o be launched by 
1 Cdn Inf Bde against the enemy "Switch Line " south of 
Bagnacavallo (see para 209) . 

242 . At a conference of his unit commanders held in 
the early morning of 18 Dec, Brigadier Johnston issued a 
detailed plan for the forthcoming attack . kt 2000 hours that 
nigh t 11 Cdn il1f Bde would cross the Fosso Munio on a two 
battalion front and advance along the Via Chiara and the 
Via S . J~ntonio to objectives on the lateral road lying east 
of the $enio . In the next stage , timed to commence earl y in 
the morning of 19 Dec, one battalion would move s outh and 
clear the lateral road as far as the road junction (3843) 
opposite Fusignano. Finally, in coordination with the 
progress of 1 Cdn Inf Div, the reserve battalion would swing 
left along the west bank of the Fosso Munio and link up west 
of Bagnacavallo with the troops of l Ctln Inf Div . The plan 
included an artillery fir e programme and armoured support , 
whii e the engineers were to construct crossings over the 
Munio, and sweep the main axis of advanc e. (W . D., H. Q. 11 Cdn 
Inf Bde , 15 Dec 44 and bppx 7, 11 Cdn Inf Bde o.o. No . 11, 
18 De c 44) 

K A rather high proportion of the casualties suffered by 
1 Cdn Corps during this period of operations were "Miss­
ing", that i s 22 officers and 420 other r anks out of a 
total of 2000 ca~ualties (this was the picture as known 
a t Corps Headquarters on 31 Dec 44) . In an address given 
to the officers of the Corps of the rank of Lt- Col and 
above at Ravenna on 31 Dec , the Corps Commander l aid the 
blame for t his condition to f aulty junior leadership 
and/or poor morale . General Foulke s stated that it was 
imperative that steps be taken during the coming weeks to 
improve morale and l eadership . He suggested that if 
casualty figures were analysed , par ticularly the "Missing" 
and 11Exha us ti on 11 ca te gor 1 es and o ompared with battle 
achievements , it woul d b e found tha t the units a chieving 
the most have the fewer casualties . 

(W . D. , G. S . Branch , H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps , Dooember 
1944 : Appx 1 31) 
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243 . To provido 11 Cdn Inf Bao wi th ~ firn ba se f ron 
which to l o.unch its :tt t c. ck, 12 Cdn Inf t°'do took ste ps during 
16 Doc t o clo ar the we st b n.nk of tho Fosso Munio . * .: .. t 1600 
hours two r ifle p l at oons o f Wcst n r R. s upporte d by f our W:.sp 
flam throwors crossed tho stroruJ. i n th G vicinity of the 
dorn.o l i shod road bri dge . Fol lowi ng o. sh0rt e.rti l le ry ba r m go , 
the Wasps , which ho.d nov ud u p to t ho noar b:mk , began t o 
f. l ane t ho .encny positi o_1s on th0 f ::i.r sida·. I nrJ.eclfutely nf t or 
th e flame attack , the inf a.ntr y a ssault went in . Whon thoy 
r eached tho enenyv s positions , t ho \lostl!l.instors fcund the 
occupants : 

••• so surpris0cl by t ho Fl ano - throwors thc.t they 
either throw down tll oir ::.'..!'Ll S and r un ur surr endered 
as prisoners . 

(W. D., \tJoSt I.1.I' R., 16 De c 4L~ ) 

In l it t l e more tha n a qunrt<Jr of an hour , the oonpuny had 
seized its obj ectivo a nn wns di gcine in a round s one houses 
(/ ... 14424 ) a f GW yards b oyond tho rivor b a nk . (This wo.s tho 
first r e ported us e in a c t i on uf' the fl~.no 'throwers by troops 
of 1 Cdn Corps) . Shortly b ofar L.. IJ:i.dnight , the cnony count c:ir ­
attacked t ho tiny bridgch co..d , but tho Vlcstninst c:rs , c a lling 
on t ho a rtille ry and uorta. rs for e.ssis t .·.m c e , dr ov0 uf f t ho 
a s sault ut a. cost to th c.nsolv0s Jf only one kill od an: four 
wounded . (12 Cdn Inf Bd0 Opor ::. tions Log , 16 - 17 Dec 44 ; 
W .D., Wostnr R., 16 Dec 44 ; W . D .•. ., G. D., .H-. Q,·. l Cdn Corps , 
17 and 25 Dec 44; (H, S , )2L~4C5 . 083 (D2 ): H . Q, . 5 Cdn .. .'..rnd Div 
Memo "Us o of Wasp ", 25 Doc 4L;.) 

244. On tho S3I.10 dc.y (16 Dec) e l enonts of P .L.D. G. 
o.lso est ablished a foo t ho l d wost of t ho Munio . Elem nt s of 
one oo n pany r eached thc.:J f a r oo.nk i n tho f ll' st ln ur s o f da rk­
ness , and attempt ed , ·without s uccess , to cont :-ict WGstrar R . 
Shortl y aft er nidnight :J. s econd oonpany fo r ncd up t 0 cross 
tho r i v or but a t on c e cru.:10 und or hoc. vy nortc.r fir e which 
pinned it t o t ho g r ound . 1'i.lth0 ugh P . :U .D. G. oontinuod through­
out th e night it s effor ts t v strongt hGn its holc.1 on th e f ar 
bank , by 07 55 h ours it had only 65 - 70 nm ncross t he stream., 
holding o. n::i.rr .Jw J)Ositi un nbuut 400 yo.rds t o th8 suuth- west 
of tho Via. &. .'.ntonio ( 1-l-l 7432-416t~29 ) . { W ~D . , P . L . D .G. J 
16- 17 Doc 44 ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operat ions Log ;l2 Cdn Inf Bae 
Operations Log , 16-17 Dec 44) 

.: ... cross t ho c anal t o th u north nnd no rth7 wost is a 
wide f'JJJ.t , trcoloss expa.nso of p l owed ~round (and 
i n Italy t hey p l ow doup l y - u. good 18" 110.king a very 
soft so il becl) . ~-~ lin 0 of tree s crosses t he f ron t 
500 yo.r ds t o tho north -wost . Two houses o n right 
of r ond (407 Li3 2) o.nd Jn fur ri ght nt t;.16435 - a l l 
corn...w.nd· t ho open fi(J l d with fir o . Thu tr .':".cks ao.rkBd 
on 1/50 , 000 nap crossing to s . ,,,nt ~mio in squar e · 
41 43 o.re not apperont . Possi b ly p low od up . 

(It aly - TopogrnJ)hic~l No tes , p . 32 ) 
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245 . There was little change in the situati on of 
either Westmr R. or P. L. D. G. during 17 Dec . Both units 
engaged in p9. tr olling and complained of the "murderous 
shelling" . On the night 17/18 Dec a company of Lan & Ren 
Scot R. came under c onnnand of P. L. D. G. and t ook over on the 
right of the tiny bridgehead . On the foll owing morning 
P. L. D. G. patrolled the far bank of the Munio as far as 
Westmr R. area without difficultv . Late on 18 Dec the uni t 
wa s r elieved by Lan & Ren Scot R: , and with the exception of 
one c ompany which remained under Lanark connnand , withdrew 
into r eserve at Villanova . That night the Lanarks increased 
their strength west of the U.W1io , using a foot bridge 
( 417431) over the J .. unio which the engineers hud now erected. 
On the 19t h, on orders from Brigadie r Lind, Lan & Ren Scot R. 
tried without success to pla ce a ~latoon astride the ditch 
running into the Munio (at 419434) from near the end of the 
Via San Antonio . At last light the P. L. D. G. c ompany on the 
near bank drove the enemy from the vicinity of the ditch with 
f l ame and small arms fire . At 1800 hours the German artil­
l ery , possibly in r e t a lia tion , be gan firing , and during the 
next half- hour heavily shelled the whol e area to a depth of 
700- 800 yards . (W. D. , P. L. D. G. , 17- 1 9 Dec 44; W. D. , Lan & 
Ren Scot R, , 18-19 Dec 44 ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operations Log, 
17- 19 Dec 44 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Opera tions Log, 17- 19 Dec 44) 

246 . As will be r emembered, 1 t b ecame apparen t early 
on 18 Dec that 1 Cdn Inf Div wns unlikely t o a chieve a 
br eakthr ough in the s ector south of Bagnaoavallo . At 1000 
hours that morning the Corps Commander h eld a conf er ence of 
his conunander s at Headquarters 5 Cdn Armd Div t o consider a 
new pl an . From this meeting a plan emerged for a c oor dina ted 
two br igade attack along the i n t er - divisional boundary . This 
called for 2 Cdn Inf Bde t o attack between t be bend i n t he 
Muni o and t he r igh t f l ank of 3 Cdn Inf Bde , moving fir s t wes t 
along the Munio , then south across the 3 Cdn Inf Bde f r ont i n 
an endeavour t o cut off Bagnaca vall o . At the same time , as 
in Phase I of its ori gina l pl an , 11 Cdn Inf Bde woul d cross 
the Foss o Muni o on a two batta lion front , and advance west 
to the Senio . As noted earlier (para 225 ) , the boundary 
between the two divisions was now moved north t o roughly 
t he line of the Fosso Muni o. H hour for both brigades was 
set at 2000 h ours 19 Dec . (W. D., G. 3 , , H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 
December 1944 : Appx 79 , Message G. O. 79) 

247 . At 0900 hours, 19 Dec , Brigadier I . S . Johns t on 
held a c oordina t ing confer enoe, a t Headquarters 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde, of his unit connnanders and r epr esen tatives of supporting 
ar ms . The new plan called f or an advance on a two battalion 
front followed by an expansion southward between that r iver 
and the Fosso Munio to the line of the inter- divisional 
boundary . The c. pera ti on was to be carried out in three 
stages . In Phase I t he brigade woul d att ack, w1 th Ir R. C. 
right and Per th R. l eft , from the line of the Fosso Muoi o 
a l ong the twin axes Via S . Antonio and Via Chi ara . Final 
objectives for both battalions l ay at the junctions of t heir 
r espective advance r oads wit h the Via Rossetta , the l a t er a l 
r oad running a l ong the near bank of the Senio River . Inter­
mediate ob j ectives, were i n the case of Perth R, , the road 
juncti on , 1000 yards from the start line , of Via Chiara and 
the first l a t er a l r oad rtmning south over the Munio , and 
second the junction of Via Chiara and the transaxia l Vi a 
Grattacoppa , Ir R. c. would secure the junction a t the op­
posite end of the latter road , C. B. Highrs would follow 
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Per th R. as far as the first r oad junction then swing l eft 
to the Munio and along the lo Stradello which here runs west 
t owards the Senio . During Phase II the brigade would extend 
its Senio front south , Perth R, covering the near appr oach 
t o the former Fusignano bridge while C . B. Highrs came up on 
their left t o the junction of l o ~tradello and the lateral 
Via Masiera . Then in the final stage elements of Per th R. 
and G. G. H. G. would r elieve Ir R. C. and the latter unit would 
then move south to the inter- divisional boundary and seize 
the crossroads on Via Casalino 600 yards east of the Senio . 
Should the situation be such that Ir R. C. was unab l e t o dis­
engage then C. B. Highrs would carry out Phase III . At the 
conclusion of the first phase , a sq uadr on of G. G. H. G. would 
t ake over from Ir R. C. on the Via Rossetta and with infantry 
fr om Perth R. provide right f lank protaction . The attack 
woul d commence in si l ence , and there would be no artillery 
fire until surprise was l ost . Upon r eceipt of the l oss of 
surprise codeword, Headquarters R. C.A. 5 Cdn Armd Div would 
order a pre- arranged 30 minute c ount or battery programme t o 
begin , and make the divis i onal ar tillery ava ilab l e to engage 
t ar gets on call . Ld S . H. would provide a r moured support for 
all three. phases of the operation . The engineers would c on-
s true t a crossing over t he Mtmio for the tanks near the Via 
Chiara as well as foot bridges fvr the infantry. (W . D. , H. Q. 
11 Cdn Inf Bdo , 19 Dec 44; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operations Log , l~ 

Deo ; W. D., H. Q. R. C. A. 5 Cdn Armd Div, Dacember 1944 : Appx 10, 
Fire Plan "Turkey", 19 Dec 44 ; W. D., .H. Q. R. C. E. 5 Cdn Armd 
Div, 19-20 Dec 44) 

248 . By 1900 hours , 1 9 Dec , b oth attacking ba ttalions 
had moved into their forming- up places in rear of the Fosso 
Muni o , and a t 2000 hours , as pl anned , the l eading companies 
began crossing the start l ine . During the first half h our 
because of the surprise gained by the silent attack all went 
well, but then both uni t s ran into heavy machine gun fire and 
intense mortar and shell fire . Between the Munio and the 
Senio the enemy had set up a system of mutually supporting 
"nests of r esis t ance", organized in depth t o pr event a quick 
break t hrough . I n an operation order issued on 18 Dec , Lt-Gen 
Re i nhardt , the commander 98 Inf Div , had l aid down the method 
of defence t o be f ollowed i 

Def in our present posn means NOT holding to the 
l ast man in one Main LINE of resistance , but the 
pr evention of a breakthrough through a deep Main 
SECTOR of r esistance . Ther efore ever y man must not 
be r ammed into the for emost posns , rather mus t 
defence in the greatest possibl e depth be organized 
through t he conversion of a ll hy weapon posns , BQs , 
etc . , into n asts of resistance . 

Counter Attack Reserves nre to be held close to the 
FDLs, in or der t o expl oit soones t the enemy 's weak­
es t moment i . ~ . on canal and river crossings , and 
during the early stages of a breakthrough into the 
MLR . 

In gen , no c ounter attacks must be made by bns in 
closed coy- fmns , with enemy air superiority such 
att a cks cost too much blood . Sever al simultaneous 
att acks on fighting patr ol lines are much mor e 
certain of success . 

({H. S . )244C5 . 023(Dl): 5 Cdn Armd Div Int elligence 
Summary No . 93 , 22 Dea 44 : Appx A, 98 Inf Div 
Order for Coming Ops as transl a t ed by Int elligence 
St aff H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div) 
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For 24 hours the enemy pinned 11 Cdn Inf Bde, apart f r om one 
company o~ Perth R. which managed to s eize and r e t ain a 
position 1000 yards forward of the r iver, to the line of the 
Munio. Then our efforts began to tell , the enemy ' s fire 
diminished and our line moved rapidly up to the Senio . 

249 . On the right Ir R. C., using the foo tbridge 
mentioned earlier in thi s report (para 245), made an unevent­
ful crossing of the Munio at 11 H11 hour , and immediately pushed 
off towards its initial objective . This was a small group of 
buildings (416435) situated near the lower end of the Via s . 
Antonio and about 500 yards north of the foot bridge . 
Initially the Irish made good progress , t hen when the forward 
platoon was almost on the objec tive , the enemy opened up 

•.• with many M. G1s firing from well dug in 
positions cutting off the l eading pl atoon on the 
objective and covering the open spaces with with­
ering fire from enfiladod M. G1s inflicting some 
casualties and stopping the company a t M. R. 418433 
89 III NW . A guide from the l eading pl atoon 
r e turned and 11 D11 Company att emp t ed to send a 
second pla toon onto the objective onl y to b e s top­
ped by the heavy fire . Heavy enemy mortaring 
blasted the area and Captain CHARETTE withdrew his 
company , r egrouped and tried to assault from the 
r ight. The company was again stopped by heavy fire 
and after t aki ng some casualties it became obvious 
that the position was strongl y held . 

((H. S . )244C5 . 013(D4): Report on Operations, t he 
Irish Regiment of Canada , period 29 Nov 44 to 
27 Dec 44 ) · 

Under cover of an ar tillery concentra tion , a second Irish 
sub- unit made a final a ttempt to ge t forward a t 0515 hours 
(20 Dec) . It a l so fai l ed to make any headway, and by 0730 
hours both companies wer e digging in on the star t line 
(416428 - 418433 ) . Under heavy mor t ar fire and constant 
sni ping they hung onto these positions during the r emaining 
hours of daylight . In ract i t would appear that they had 
no alternative but to stay whor e they wer o . For at 101 9 
hours when Bri gadi er Johnston ordered them to canc el previous 
instructions and prepare to come into r e serve , Ir R. C. replied 
that they wer e "unabl e to pull back into r eserve till dark 
due to flat country and pr esent situation" (ll Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log , 20 Dec 44) . Finally, as darkness f ell , the 
companies effected their withdrawal, and by 1945 hours the 
unit had arrived in an assembly area behind the Naviglio 
(4241) . Ther e it was on one hour ' s notice to move forward 
over the more successful Perth R. crossing.. According to 
the unit r eport on the operations , this was the first time 
in 12 months of fiFting that Ir . R. C. "had f ailed t o ge t 
onto its objective (Ir R. C. Repor t 21?. cit) .({W. D., H •. Q . · 
R •. C. A. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 20 Dec 44 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde Opera t ions 
Log,. 19- 20 Dec 44; W. D. , Ir R . C., 19- 20 Dae 44 )) 

250 . Meanwhile , Perth R., after an initia l se tba ck , 
had gained a pr ecari ous f ooting in the midst of the enemy 
def enoes . Crossing the Fosso Munio e. t 2000 hours , t he l ead­
ing company of Perths i nnnedi a t el y moved off al ong the Via 
Chi ar a t owards its first objective . When wi t hin aboot 200yards 
of tho junction it came under a deadl y nail of firo from 
machine guns positioned to its front and on both flanks. 
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Lacking cover of any sort - the enemy automatics were even 
firing down the ditches on either side 0£ the r oad - the 
company suffered he avy casualties and shortly after midnight 
returned t o the area of the start line . To prepare the way 
f or a fresh attempt the fire of two regiments of artiller1. , 
the M. M. G' s of the support company, and the battalion ' s 3 1 

mortars , was then directed on the enemy positions . At 0050 
hours a second c ompany o~ Perth R. t ook up the attack , this 
time moving across country several hundred yards to the r i ght 
of , and parallel to , the Via Chiara . By 0215 hours i t was a t 
Casa Rasponi (413428 ), a building about 400 yards north of the 
Via Chiara bridge, whi ch it occupied without opposition. From 
there the Perths pushed on towa rds the Casa della Congrega­
tione (407431) , a group of buildings l ying 200 yards to the 
r ight of the original objective . During this stage of t he 
advance they overran sever a l enemy pos ts , taking two prisoners 
and int'licting an estima t ed 30 casualties on 98 Fus Bn .K By 
0325 hours they had cleared Casa dell a Congregatione and ~ on­
solidated . ((B .S . ) 145. 2Pl0ll(D2) : Report on Operations of 
the Per th R. for per i od 2 Dec to 27 Dec 44 ; W. D., Per th R., 
19- 20 Dec 44 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log , 19- 20 Dec 44) . 

251 . By this time the enemy had concentrated the 
main weigh t of his fi r e power on the bridging site - one 
obser ver gave the rate of fall as 150 shells a minute . At 
0140 hours Per th R. sent off a company t o dispose of one 
particularly troubl esome gun, an S . P. fir ing f r om Casa Taroni 
(405425) , a f a rmhouse ·near the north bank of the Muoio about 
700 yards distant . Although l eading e l ements r aached the 
farmhouse , the reaction of the enemy was so strong that the 
company withdrew without accomplishing its task . All the 
whil e the engin eers o on tinued operati ons , and by 0600 hours 
they had pl aced an Ark bridge in position near the Via 
Chiar a . Daylight, however, r evea l ed it t o b e askew and un­
suited for the passage of vehicles . At once , R. C. E. c om­
menced wor k on a sec ond crossing near the first , and this , 
a bull dozed fill , they had ready for use by 0945 hours (20 
Dec) . In spite of a continuous smoke screen maintained over 
the crossing site by the artillery and·armour , the intensity 
of the enemy fire continued to make all a ctivity hazardous 
and difficult; in the forenoon a Sherman and two M. lOs . 
attempting t o move up t o the Muni o were knocked out by 
dir ect hits , For this reason it was not until severa l hours 
after the c ompletion of the cr oss ing by the engin eers the. t 
the first armour moved over the Muoio , (W , D. , B. Q. R. O. E. 
5 Odn Armd Div , 20 Dec 44; W. D. , Perth R. , 20 Dec 44 ; 2 Gdn 
Armd Regt Acc ount .QI?. cit) 

252 . Although the enemy thus held the main forces 
of 5 Cdn Armd Div in check on the Munio , his strenuous efforts 
to smash the stoutly resisting Perths at Casa del la 
Congregatione proved not so successful . For by 0827 hours 
(20 Dec) the latter had driven back two counter attacks and 
i ncreased their prisoner total to 20 . Nevertheless to the 
anxi ous observer s on the Munio the eventual overwhelming of 
the position seemed certain: 

x The reconna issance battalion of 98 Inf Div . 



114 

Armed with nothing more powerful than Brens and 
PIATS , and greatly reduoed in numbers after their 
heroic advance through the plague of machine gun 
l ead during the night, the Perth company at 
"MEASURE" was surrounded by infantry and tanks . 
Their plight seemed hopeless. From his little 
Auster plane , a flying O.P. at one time reported 
five enemy tanks on our side of the Senio in this 
sector; two of them were in positions on the 
straight road that was our Centre Line and these 
fired continuously into the bridge site; an S. P. 
gun was firing f:-om a farm near the bridge known 
as "PETROL"; machine guns dug in all over the open 
field, some of them nearer than the 11 los t " company, 
raked the dyke with streams of whining bul le ts. It 
seemed as though the enemy was intent , for the 
moment, on pr even ting re inf orcemen ts f rom coming 
forward. It seemed certain that , before long, they 
would set about the obviously simple task of over­
running that company . 

(McAvity, Lt- Col J.M. , D.s . o. , Lord 
Strathcona 's Horse (Royal Canadians) 
pp 174- 5) 

Shortly after midda~ 25-30 men of 98 Fus Bn, led by their 
battalion cornmande~made their last desperate effort to 
drive the Canadians out . But the Perth commander was ready 
fer them. As the Germans closed in , he gave a signal that 
br ought down a prearranged 11box barrage" around them cutting 
off their avenue of retreat . In the killing ground so formed, 
small arms fire of the Perths cut the enemy force to pieces . 
Seven of the Germans survived the action, as prisoners, the 
rest including the c ommanding officer were slain . The tide 
of the battle was now turning, for the armour had finally 
broken through the curtain of fire along the Munio . (Perth 
R. Report .QP_ cit; W. D., Perth R. , 20 Dec 44; 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log;-20 Dec 44) 

253 . At 1400 hours two tanks of a troop of the 
Str athcona 1s successfully crossed the Munio via the bull­
dozed fill - a third tank bogged down and blocked the passage , 
Some 15 minutes later both tanks nheeled into the farmyard at 
Casa de l la Congregatione . At the same time close-support 
aircraft began strafing enemy transport and guns up to the 
Senio. Just before last light, in spite of continuing enemy 
fire , the engineers completed their third assault crossing, 
an Ark bridge , over which a second troop of Ld S . H. at once 
began to move forward . By 1800 hours the situation had 
eased considerably, and at 2000 hours a second company of 
Perth R. reached the Casa della Congregations . (W . D., H. Q. 
R.C.E . 5 Cdn Armd Div, 20 Dec 44; W.D . , Perth R., 20 Dec 44 ; 
11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 20 Dec 44; Perth R. Report; 
2 Cdn Armd Regt Account) 

254 . Sometime during the night 20/21 Dec Head-
quarters 98 Inf Div ordered the units still opposing the 
advance of the Canadian divisions to fall back to the l ine of 
the Senio . Although this order , according to prisoner 
reports, came as a surprise , the enemy units wasted no time 
in carrying it out. Consequently, in contrast to the virtual 
stalemate of the previous day and night, the pace of the 
advance greatl y quickened , and by early morning (21 Dec) the 
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Canadians were closing in on the Senio from n orth of 
Fus1gnano to south of Bagnacavall0 . By midnight 11 Cdn Int' 
Bde was moving forward on a tv10-ba ttalion front . On the left, 
by 2300 hours, C. B. Highrs was mo':ing south from Via Chiara 
towards the fi.rs t bridge ("..\ . .';~ ·.:5) over the Munio west of the 
brigade crossing-place. By 0515 hours they had secured this 
and the next bridge (399426) t o the west intact, and gathered 
up a number of stray enemy personnel as prisoners . With the 
capture of the second bridg~ the supporting tanks from Ld 
S.H. , hitherto held up by the lack of a suitable forward 
route, were able by a detour into 1 Cdn Inf Div territory to 
rejoin the infantry . Shortly after 0600 hours the High­
landers reached the road junction (396427) on lo Stradello 
at the b end in the Muni~ which they cleareq after a brief 
action, taking several more pri soners . Through thi s point 
C.B. Highrs now pushed three companie~ in quick suocessioru 
towards its final objectives on the lateral Via Masiera . By 
midday the battalion was firmly es tablished along the latter 
road be tween the lo Stradello (384431) and the Via Casalino. 
On the l eft, one sub-unit continued b e¥ond Via Masiera to a 
r oad junction on Via Caaalino (375419) about 500 yards east 
of the Senio. There was some fighting on the unit right 
during the morning when C. B. Highrs elements attempted to 
clear some enemy posts in the built-up area near the Senio 
opposite Fusignano. During this advance C.B . Highrs took 
32 prisoners. (11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 20- 21 Dec 44; 
(H.S.)145 . 2C5013 (Dl): Report on Operations of C. B. Highra 
for period 2 Dec to 27 Dec 44; 2 Cdn Armd Regt Account) 

255 . On the right Perth R. c ommenced moving forward 
on the Via Chiara shortly after C.B . Highrs passed through 
to the left flank. At 0048 hours (21 Dec) the battalion 
reached the junction of the Via Chiara and the Via 
Gr a ttacoppa - a lateral road linking the Via Chiara and the 
Via San Antonio - where it halted its advance and consol­
idated . In mopping up this area Perths captured over 20 
prisoner s and a 28 cm Nebelwerfer battery. Brigade Head­
quarters, meanwhile, had brought Ir R.C . forward, and at 
0225 hours the leading companies of the latter unit began 
to pass through Perth R. Two of the Irish sub-units advanced 
northeastwards along the Via Grattacoppa , and at 0625 hours 
these, after a light brush with a retreating party of enemy, 
r eached the Via S. Antonio. Without pausing they continued 
their movement north a l ong the la~tor road towards the Senio. 
They encountered no opp osition, and at 0705 hours faced up 
to the river at the junction of the Via S . Antonio and the 
Via Rossetta . On the left the other companies of Ir R.C . 
reached the Senio slightly earlier, at 0645 hours, after an 
uneventful advance up Via Chiara. By midday the situation 
was that 11 Cdn Inf Bde had two :.nfan try battalions sup­
ported by a squadron of tanks and anti-tank guns facing up 
to the Senio along a 4000 yard fr·ont . Still, however, the 
enemy from positions on the near bank dominated the ap­
proaches t o the river at a number of places along this front. 
During the following few days the brigade was engaged in 
attempts to clear the east dyke, and to improve its open 
right flank between the Senio and Munio . (11 Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log{ 20- 21 Dec 44; W.D. , Perth R., 20-21 Dec 44; 
Ir R. C. Report;. On 21 Dec 12 Cdn Inf Bde, which had re ­
mained on the Munio as a firm base for the 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
operations, withdrew into res erve at Ravenna . (12 Cdn Inf 
Bde Report) 
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256 . Of these operations between 10 and 21 Dec , the 
Report compiled by Headquarters 5 Cdn Armd Div has the 
following t o say: 

The whole of the action from the LAMONE to the 
Sl!NIO had been characterized by particularly 
heavy mortar and shel l firs . The country was 
very open, little cover · other than canals and 
ditches being available. This made accurate 
fire on t he part of the enamy oomparatively 
simple . Enemy MGs enfiladed the ditches and 
other cover was accurately r egistered by his 
mortars and artillery . There were very few 
r outes for\Vard and o.11 of those with their 
defiles were well known to the e.iJ.any who kept 
constant harr assing fire on them. Thr oughout 
most of the time he had good observation of the 
area, in many localiti es movement by day being 
almost impossible . Coupled to this was the 
f act thc.t the forward troops had to r em9.in in 
slit trenches in ground thet would ha ve been 
wet even without the r ni.iJ. that accompanied us 
through out the oper et ion ., 

The enemy had intended hol 1ing this particular 
piece of ground at all costs . Thi s has been 
proved by enemy order s captured. He yi elded 
only aft er having boen thor oughly defeat ed by 
t r oops who fought for many days und er ever y 
disadvant age of ground and weather against an 
enemy whose supporting woapons provid ed him 
with an · amount of supporting fir e n:Lmost equal 
to ours. Ground nnd woath0r oombinod to r oduoe 
tho eff ectiveness of our supericrity in armour 
and a ir to a snnll port ion of its ~onnol effect . 

( 5 Cdn P..rmd Div llir tory Of Operations) 

During this 11 day period th e division had adve.no ed slightly 
more t han four miles , cros s ed f ivo soplirate water courses 
and taken 514 prisoners. ( (H~ S . )21,.4C5 . 02J( Dl) : 5 Odn Armd 
Div . Int elligenc e Summaries Nos 83 , 12 Dec 44 and 93 , 22 Deo 
44). 

Thero was , by this timo , one accepted oharaoter istio 
ot these Dec ember battl es - the y always had a definite 
b eginning a nd a de:t'inito elld j they b egan a.t one 
wat er obstacle and ended on the near bank of the 
next . Never was a f resh brigade committ ed simpl y 
t o exploit between r ivers . 

(McAvity , p~ cit , pp 176- 7} 

257. Thus by midni ght 21 Dec , the s ituation on l 
Cdn Corps front had consid ere."Oly chnnged s ince the start of 
t he main oper ations on 10 Dec . Bagnacava l l o had been oc- · 
cupied and the enemy sever el y handled i n the 10 days figit­
ing from the Lrunone to the Senio. As a r esult of the efforts 
of both its divisions , l Cdn Corp s could claim a scor e or · 
three Tiger s , nine Penthe rs, and seven enemy assault guns , 

J 




