
- 117 -

kno cked out und o. prisoner b ng of 13 offic ers and 1219 ORs , ii 
But sti 11 tho eneny , a ided by tho nrr turo of the t orrmn , ho.d 
r ota.inod the initiative , o.n<l on gr ound :, f his own choo sing , 
the high !lnd con :.n.nding dykes of th e 8cnio River, awa ited 
tho noxt b Qttlo .~ But bofor o t his occurred, however , nuch 
rcnainod to b0 done on both flanks of tho C0rps . Bo+.woon 
1 Cdn Inf Div and 5 Corps tho cnony wo.s sti 11 up t o t ho 
Naviglio and t o the north he still controllcd tho ::l.ren oou th 
of th e Vc.lli di Coni..-ia cchio .. (W.D . = G.S. , H . Q, . 1 Cdn Corps , 
Dcconber 1944 : ,: .. ,px 96 , 1 Cdn Corps Int Sunna ry No . 1 88 ) 

OHRISTM~"J3 RELIEFS - 1 CDN INF DIV, 22- 2.5 DEC 44 

2.58 . Duri ng tho ten do.y peri od botwcen 22 De c am 
tho end of the ye cx a. series o f r oliofs gn v8 all units of 1 
Cdn Inf Div n short poriod of r ost and an opportunity to 
sha.r.:: the ChristLlll. s r a tions out of r c..ng(_, of the onony a rti 1-
l ory o.nd the noise of b o.ttl c . While those reliefs wero in 
progress units on thG loft flunk of tho Division continued to 
pr oss fo r ward a.gn.inst heavy oncny op)osi ti on on thu Cotignolo. 
front . Conbinod pressure on the scliont b~twocn 1 Cdn Inf 
Div o.nd .5 Corps succoodod in forcing tho onony fron tho 
Lar:.10110 but ho continued to hold , first :it the Vecchio uni , 
lator , on tho Naviglio in thB a.rca. of the inter- corps bound­
ary:. It was not until th e fir st wook in J .:m unry thc.. t the 
onony defences in this l atter a.rca. were broken , o.nd units of 
both Corps roach e d the Senio . (SUOJ.Jnry of Ops , by Div Hist 
Offr , 22 - 31 Doc 44 ; W. D., G.S., H. Q, . 1 Cdn Inf Div , 22 De c 
44) 

259 . On 22 Doc, H. Q, . 1 Odn Inf Div wa s confrontod 
with tho double t o.sk Of arranging re liuf for its tir od units 
and of carrying .. m , c:.. t the sane ti no , t ho o porn.ti ons to 
cleer the encr.iy f r on its left flanko rlliilo tho cmplico.ted 
schedule of reliefs was b eing V\Orkod out 1 Odn Inf Bde wa s 
ordered to patrol vi gor ously to dot err.lino th0 oneny v s 
F . D.L•s . and the engineers t o oo nplot0 tbc r cnovo.l of Dinos 
and oyen up rout a s for arnour and other support arns . 
(W. D., G. S ., H . ~. 1 Cdn Inf Div, 22 Doc L'r4; W. D., H.<i . 1 Cdn 
Inf Bde , 22 Doc 44) . Both R.C . R. and Hast & P . E . R. reported 
tho oncmy on their front still hol ding tho nonr bank of the 
S.:mio (W. D., R. C. R., 22 Doc 44 ; '.l .D ., Ho.st & P . :::: . R., 22 boc 
44 ). On tho l eft flank , wncro our F .D. L's followed roughly 
the line of tho Vi a Madrara bvtwoon tho No.viglio and tho 
La.mane , 48 Highrs and R.C .D. wcro also in conta ct with tho 

li Prisoners t aken s i nc e t ho beginning or the campaign on 30 Nov 
t ot all ed 14 officers vnd 1653 Other Ranks , and of t hat total 
1 of fi cer and 434 Other Ranks w0r o t ukon pr ior t o D0oonbor 
11th . (W .D., G. S. i H.Q, .• 1 C (~n Corps , Dooombor 1944, J .. ppx 42: 
I nt SUl'.!JID.ar y No . l?b ) 

Ja£ Tho oncrncus f l ood b~nk i s 35 f oot high, 150 f oot trom 
bnnk top t o bnn k t op . Ri iror a C.irty, nudC.y str can. 
Ono lo~go is 10 y~rds wicu, than tho banks slopo 
str ni ght down to r ivoro 

titaly - Topogr aphical Not es , P• 31) 
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enemy. On the right flank of the Division, where Sear ortb 
of C. was holding the line of the Senio fr om 1 Cd.n Inf Bde 
right flank n orth t o the 5 Arr1C: Div b oundar\Y, ther e was little 
ao ti vi ty on 22 Dec . With the ex :.eption of a few pockets on 
the near side of the river , the bulk of the enemy was lick­
ing its wounds behind the high r iver dykes. Pa trols went 
out during t he day , and minor clashes occurred between them 
and is ol ated enemy elements on the near side of the river . 
No attempt was made , however, t o climb t he dykes or recon­
noitre the river area. (V!.D. , Seaforth of a., 22 De c 44; 
W. D., 48 Highrs , 22 Dec 44) . Nearl y three miles t o the 
south , e l ements of 5 Corps meeting with only li ght opposition, 
reached Pie ve di Cesato (3729) during the day. Throughout 
the day our artillery and e. il·or aft engaged numerous targe ts 
west of the Senio . (W.D . , G. S. , R. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , December 
1944 : Ap~x 95 , Ops Summary No. 60 ; W. D. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 
22 Deo 44J(See Map 6) 

260 , During the njght 22 123 Dec active patrolling 
on the Seaforth front c onfi rmed t hat the enemy still held 
firm positions on the near side or the Senio in the area of 
S. Poli to (360401) (W. D., Seafor t "" of c., 23 Dec 44) . On 
the left flank of the division 1 Cdn Int' Bde put in a 
"Crocodile" attack on a group of: houses near the Senio about 
one mile north of Cotignola. This attack , carried out by an 
R. C. R. platoon and one flameth::'ovmr from "C" Sqn 12 R. T. R., 
was the first crocodil e attack in Italy. 

At about midnight the crooodile moved f orward, 
picked up the i nfantry ~latoon on the way and 
proceeded into the l itt l e village . The effect 
was stupendous; t he midnight sky was l it up f or 
miles ar ound and the houses blazed furiously . 

( (H . S. )234Cl . 013(D22) : Ac coun t of Operations 
29 Nov 44 t o 11 Jan 45 by 12 R. T. R. ) 

The infantry platoon, no doub t a bit wary, was slow in 
following up the atta ck , and the enemy (if there were any)K 
escaped across th e river. Lea7ing b ehind a standing patr ol, 
the r emainder of the pl a t oon wl ~c'=-2w from the area. then 
under heavy mortar fire f ro:n t~e enemy s ide of the r iver . 
(W. D. , R. C.R . , 22 Dec 44) 

261. During th e morn ing of 23 Dec R. C. D. attempted 
to es t ablish contact with 9 R.F .Kii of 56 Inf Div, which was 
then at the inter-corps b o-:.mdR~y on the Lamone opposite 
Le Tombe , but was stopped just s outh of the Rus s i - Granarolo 
railway bridge by str ong machi ne gun fi r e . (W . D. , H. Q. 1 
Cdn Inf Bde, 23 Dec 44; 1 Cdn Armd C, Regt, 23 Dec 44) . At 
this time t he patter n of enemy opposi tion encountered by 

K No bodies , referred to as "R oa~ ts 11 , were found in the 
burnt out area . Possibly the arty fire , prior t o the 
attack drove the enemy off befcre the flame thrower 
r eached the houses . (W.D. , H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde,Decent>Er 1944: 
1~ppx 11A 11

, Ops Summary, 23 Dec 44) 

Kil ~9th Battalion Royal Fusiliers I City of London Regiment ) 
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R.Q . D. and by patrols from 48 Highrs indicated the presence 
of a new "Switch Line" a shor t di s tance forward of the 1 Cdn 
Inf Bde F . D.Ls . (W . D., 48 Bighrs , 23 Dec 44) . West of the 
Naviglio in the course of the same day Hast & P. E.R. succeeded 
in extending 1 ts left flank southward t o the line of the Via 
Mad.rara . (W. D., Bast & P.E.R . , 23 Dec 44) 

262. Meanwhile , at Divisional Headquarters, a 
l engthy pr ogramme of reliefs , scheduled to take place during 
the Christmas season, had been drawn up (W. D., H. Q. l Cdn 
Inf Bde , 23 Dec 44 ). The first step towards carrying out 
this progr amme t ook place during the morning of 23 Dec when 
3 Cdn Inf Bde withdrew into r eserve. Brigade Headquarters 
was established i n a h ouse on the outskirts of Godo but 1 due 
to the shortage of suitable acconunodation1 its three battalions 
wer e scatter ed over an area extending as much as four miles t o 
the north and N . ,!!; . The weather was clear and cold and an 
occasional snow flurry gave a Chrlstmas atmospher e t o the new 
surroundi ngs. To the survivors of the 11 0rtona Crossr oads and 
Casa Ber ardi 11 battle this Christmas seas on pr esented a s trik­
ing contrast to th~t of t he previ ous year when, after hurriedly 
consuming their festive fare in the battle area , they had 
gone for ward t o c omplete the b l oody Ortona j ob . Here, a year 
later, away fr om the noise of ba ttle, the whole brigade enter ed 
into the Christmas festivitie s with the feeling tha t it would 
be their l ast away fr om home , and ev~rything possible was 
done to make it a happy one . In this area the tired infantry 
were able t o find shelter and share t he fire of the Italian 
villagers (R . 22e R. was billeted i n Piangipane , Carlt & Yor k 
R. at Santerno and West N. S. R. at S. Michel e) , while 
Christmas mail and parcels brought news and bits of Christmas 
cheer from l oved ones thousands of miles away . Cocktail 
parties in the officers ' messes started the f estivities on 
Christmas Eve , fol lowed by midnight Mass for the R. C. per son­
nel . Early morning services for the Protestants on Christmas 
Day followed by a turkey dinner for all and a c.w.A.C. oon­
cer~ party in the evening completed the festive rotmd . No 
doubt the Italian 11 Vino 11 helped to cheer many of the "old 
timers 11 , and ace mm t ed in part for the f r3quency of such 
r emar ks as "my bes t Chris t;ias in f ive years " r eported by 
the diarist of Carlt & York R~ (W . D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde , 
23- 25 Dec 44 ; W. D. , R. 22e R., 23- 25 Dea; W. D., West N. S.R., 
23- 25 Dec 44 ; W. D., Carl t & York R., 23- 25 Dec 44) 

263 . But the troops of 3 Cdn Inf Bde wer e n ot the 
only ones t o enjoy a happy Cbrle ·l;m$lS ~ For; by careful manip­
ulati on of the remaining unit~ in 1 Cd.n Inf Div, Gener a l 
Fos ter was able to bring t hre e other b~tt~lions out of the 
line f or the holiday s eason . R. C. D. was reor~anized as two 
f oroes of two squadrons each , known as VICTOR FORCE and 
SUGAR FORCE, and ordPr ed to take over the 2 Cdn In!' Bde 
s eotor . Eaoh force had the equiva l ent of o~e i nfan try 
c ompany, formed f r om personnel of 2 L.A. A. Regt, under c om­
mand, while Regi mental Headquarte~s R. C. D. had one squadron 
of 12 R . T~R. and one coy Sask L. I , avail£ble 1n support . 
R. C. D. took over the .front during the night 23/24 Dec with 

· "Sugar For ce" on the r ight and "Victor Force " on the l eft . 
(W. D., 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt , 23 Dec 44) . P. P. C. L. I . and L. 
Edmn R. then passed into r eserve , and Seaforth of c. shifted 
left and r elieved R. C. R. and Hast & P. E. R. of l Cdn Inf Bde . 
One c ompany of R.C. R. r emained in the line on the extr eme 
l eft flank of the Divis i on, whore it had taken over fr om 
R. C. D. Thus b y ,24 Dec the 1 Cdn Inf Di v had regr ouped so 
as t o l eave a mini mum of troops i n the F . D~ Ls . (W .D., K. Q. 

I 
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2 ~dn Inf Bd 23 D - e , ec 44; W. D., H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 23 Dec 
44) 

264 . During the nigh t 2Z/24 Dec L . Edmn R. moved by 
T. C.V's all the way t o the sea- s ide t own of Cervia where they 
remained until 26 Dec when they i~::U:-ned t o the line and 
relieved the Seafor ths . P~P . c: L . I . moved back a much shorter 
distance t o Borg di S~ecch (4137 ) on the morning o~ 24 Deo 
where they were soon r elative-J c omfort abl y situated . Al­
though Bagnacavailc was out of b ounds t o a ll troops , and the 
a r ea provided no loca l pl aces of am~sement.s 1 the battalion 
organized its Christmas on a grand scale . A conducted theatre 
party visited BagnacavaJlo on Christmas night, and the "Sally 
Ann 11 organized a sing- Dong in i..ho ba tt':.~ i on area . Like L . 
Edmn R. , Hast & P .:!: . R. spen t t:1e1 .... Ch:•istmas well c·it of the 
battle area in Ca~tolica rmer e ~tcy enjoyed the more varied 
recreational fac i li t i es of t :ie .11d,..la t ic coastal towns-. 
{W . D. , L. EdnmR . , 23-25 Dec 4.1 ; '.Y . Da . P.? . C. L. I. , 23- 25 Dec 
44; W. D., Hast & P . E~R ., 23- 25 Dec 44) 

265 . On 24 and 25 Dec ther e was little activity on 
1 Cdn Inf Div f r ont . The enemy made no effort to disturb 
our positions, and our forces i n view of their r educed 
numbers made little effort to prc1oke h im. During the night 
23/24 Dec an R. C.R . patrol co~~acted 9 R,F. (at 378315) 
between the Vecchio and the Lamo!"e ae on~ a mile south of the 
ra ilwal but s aw n o sign of the en)my.n (':".D., R. C. R., 
December 1944 : Appx 17, BattJe 11 .irr ative 11D11 Company) . At 
this time 48 Highrs, like R. C. R.: had only one company in 
the line with t he r Jmaining cc~pciies in t he r ear (but within 
the Bde area) where they were able to get a good night's 
sleep and have their Christmas dinner with some de cree of 
comfort. In the case of 48 Hi~hrs , the for ward company ' s 
dinner was carried in to them bef or e daybr eak in hay-boxes. 
(W. D., R. C. R., 24-25 Dec 44 ; Y; . Do , 48 Highrs , 24- 25 Dec 44) . 
Seaforth of c. and R. C. D., howr..ver, vfaose companies were 
widnly extended and in close conr~ct with the enemy, made 
arrangements to have their Cb.l'i ~~ ~s dinner at a l ater date . 
R. C. D. reported on Chris tcras D~y a ccm~l ~a lack of shell 
and mortar fire, as if a planr.ld h•t:ce had been e rrangedo 
(W. D., l Cdn Armd c~ Regt (R . C.D ) , 24-25 Dec 4~; W>D., 
Seaforth of a., 24M~5 Dec 44) 

266 . On c.:irj <; tJ1qo Day pc~ ... c-<>l J!ICS:Jages from both 
the Army Co!IJJT!~nder and "Lae Cc..1-_:hHter .t t..J11 Cor ps were dis ­
tributed to a J_ l ra~3 . Gen f'c~ i: ·as , in his m~q!S '\ge , c on­
gratu1P.ted his men for their r.ar ·~~ in bringin g oertBin 
victory within s ight: and reviewed their accomplishments 
during the recent campaign . Rj.s ~:iessage in part follows : 

A year agor the end of the war with Germany 
seemed re~ote. Today , the fight has been carried 
into Germany itself, and we can feel rea s onably 
certain that on Chris tm'\s Day 1945 the war with 
Germany will be overo You who have b een fighting 
for a year and a ha~f in It~ly may think that your 
par t in bringing a oer• l in vj ctory wi thin sight 
has been overshadowed hy more spec t ecular fighting 
on the Wes t er n fron t.. I can assure you tha t your 
comrades in Belgium and Holland realize how much 

---------
il See Map 6 
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you have contributed to the defeat of the Hun. 
The Fift h and Eighth Armias are containing more 
than twenty- five German divisions , divisions wh ich 
Hi tler desperately needs t o defend Germany itsel f . 
Since the bitter Chr istmas Day at Ortona , you have 
smashed through two strong pr epared German defenc e 
lines, the Hitler a nd the Gothic Lines , and have 
carried the fighting onto the plains of Lombardy , 
making it possibl e f or a llied a ircraft to bomb 
Germany fr om Italian bases . 

You have now completed your part in the first 
phase of the pr esent operation, under adver se 
weather conditions and over water-logged terrain . 
Since 1 Dec you have cleared the enemy from more 
than 145 square mil es of Italian t erritory - suf­
fici ent for a two and one - half acr e allotment for 
each Canadian soldier in Italy. You have forced 
the enemy from three strong natural def ence l ines , 
liberated a city, Ravenna , four towns ~ thirty 
villages and nearly one thousand smalier inhabitated 
pl aces , and you have materially assisted 5 Cor ps 
in the capture of Faenza . You have forced the 
enemy commander to withdraw a division from 
another part of the front in order t o r einforce 
this sec tor and you havo now sever el y maul ed this 
new divisi on . 

You have taken more than 1, 600 prisoners and 
have killed or wounded probably twice that number 
of enemy.. All arms and services have done their 
part in this task . The gunners have smashed the 
enemy 1 s defences with over 1200 3- ton l orry- l oads 
of shells -- 184 , 000 r ounds -- and on more than one 
occasion have broken u p enemy counter - attacks. In 
addition to opening mor e than 200 miles of r oad, 
the sapper s have er ected more than a half a mile 
of bridging . Many of the twent y- nine br idges were 
completed under hostile mortar and artiller y fir e . 
The Signals have l aid down some 2600 miles of 
field cable , providing communications without 
which control of the battles would have been impos ­
sible . Despatch riders have deliver ed since l Dea 
no l ess than 28, 000 packe t s . 

(W . D. , 9 Cdn Armd Regt , December 1 944 : Appx 14) 

5 CDN ARMD DIV ON THE SENIO, 21-31 DEC 44 

26? . The closing days of the ol d year saw 5 Cdn 
Armd Div engaged in a number of small-sca le operations 
des igned t o clean- up its front a l ong the Seoio , and at the 
same time extend its r ight flank north- eas t between the 
Sen!o and the Naviglio towards Route 16 and Alfonsine~ At 
this time considerable gaps existed in the line while the 
enemy still dominated the approaches t o the east dyke, and 
in addition controlled the whole of the area on the right 
flank, north-east of Ir R. C. and Lan & Ren Scot R. F . D. L 1s 
a l ong the Via San Antonio .arid G. G. H. G. advanced troop on 
the Navigl io (see para 196) . Steps to roll back the enemy 
on the flank were taken that morning when two squadrons of 
G. G. H. G. moved into position on the Via San Antonio , one at 
the junction with the Vi a ·Rossetta, the other at that with 
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the Via Grattacoppa, and commenoed to probe forward towards 
the next road, the Via Bellaris . In the afternoon, as 12 
Cdn Inf Bde withdrew into reserve, Headquarters 5 Cdn !rmd 
Div plaoed two companies of Lan & Ren Scot R. temporarily 
under command 11 Cdn Inf Bde a s additi onal flank protection . 
By 1805 h ours the Lanark sub- units had taken position· near 
the south- eastern end of the Via San Antonio (413437 -
419433) . (11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log , 21 Dec 44; (H. S . ) 
24405 . 016(05): 5 Cdn Armd Div Intention, 21 Dec 44) 

268 . The only activity worthy of note during the 
afternoon of 21 Dec took place on the right flank, where 
G. G. H. G. ma.de some progress , There , the right ( 11 B11 ) Squadron 
of the armoured r egiment pushed forward to the vicinity of 
the Via Bellaria , where they occupied a number of buildings, 
Casa Bastogi (418446) and Casa Baldi-Randi (417448) . At both 
these places the enemy was 1n evidence but withdrew without 
a fight as the tanks approached . A similar thrust by ''A" 
Squadron t o the eas t along the Via Rossetta , however , drew a 
spirited r esponse from the enemy , There,he was not only dug 
in along the dykes on both sides of the r iver , but was 
aotuall y oooupying hous es along the road itself . From all 
of thes e poured forth a heavy volume of small a rms, mortar , 
and bazooka fire as the G. G. H. G. tanks moved up the r oad . 
Despite a close engagemen t of the enemy post~ the tanks were 
unable to silenoe them, so, after advancing severa l hundred 
yards, they withdrew late 1n the afternoon into their original 
positions. (11 Cdn Inf' Bde Oparations Log, 21 - 22 Dec 44; 
G. G.H . G. History Chapter VIII)(See Map 3) 

269. On the foll owing day, 22 Dec, 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
effected certain changes in unit dispositions along its frait . 
On the left. between Fusignano and the inter - divisional 
boundary, C. B. Highrs advanced its F . D.L ' s slightly (to the 
l ine 381 431- 377425- 373420) . In the centre , Perth R. reli eved 
Ir R.c. of responsibility for the sector between the Via 
Chiara and Fusignano . The latter unit took over the right 
f l ank of t he brigade along Via San Antonio, and at 1615 hours 
r elieved Lan & Ren Scot R. near the Fosso Munio . The Ianarks 
then . ceased to be under command 11 Cdn Inf Bde and moved back 
to Ravenna . By the night 22/23 Dec the enemy had apparentl y 
oonsiderably strengthened his posts on the east bank of the 
Senio. For , along the whole front , the patrols ran into 
heavy M. M. G. and mor tar fire and suffered a number of casu-
a l ties , Despite this C. B. Highrs established an advanced 
post on the fl oodbank in the area of its l eft sub - unit . In 
this sector alone the enemy had 12 M, G. posts on the near 
bank of the river . (11 Cdn Inf Bde Opera tions Log, 22-23 Deo 
44 ; W,D,, C. B. Higbrs, 22 Dec 44; 1N.D . , Lan & Ren Scot R. , 
22 Dec 44) 

270 . In the meantime , on the morning of 22, Deo, 
Headquarters 5 Cdn Armd DLv had assigned t o G. G. H. G. the task 
of clearing the east bank of the 8enio from the right flank 
of 11 Cdn Inf Bde up to the line of the railway . To assist 
the armour ed unit in driving the enemy f r om the bui lt- up 
ar eas along the Via Rossetta, 11 B11 Coy Ir R.c . was placed 
under its command . This combined inf an try-tank for ce was 
known , from the name of its commander, Lt- Col A. K. Jordan, 
E. D., commanding officer of G. G. H. G. , as "Jordan Force ". 
The ground over which "Jordan Force" was to oper ate during 
the several days of its existence is described in the fol l ow­
i n g passage from the G. G. H. G. history: 
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••• bounded by the Senio on the north and the 
Naviglio on the south , forming a quadrilater al 
running four miles to the north- east , and narrow­
ing from a width of two miles along the Via Chiara , 
to l ess than a mile a t Highway 16. At each end 
ot the Via"Chiara , a main lateral road ran out to 
Highway 16. The Via Neviglio, along the bottom, 
ran north of the Canal which bore the same name 
and closely followed its course, but the Via 
Rossetta follaned the Senio for only a third of the 
way , when it swung off at a shn.rper angle , reeching 
Highway 16 one hundred yards north of the Via · 
Navigl i o . A minor track continued below the bank . 
These two :main l e.terals were j oinod and the area 
criss-crossed by a variety of trucks and footpnths, 
but the Fosso Munio , whioh ran parallel and nort11 
of the Via Naviglio was a c ompl et e tank obstacle . 
On the t op right hand corner, the town 6f Alfonsine 
sprawl ed across both sides of the Senio , west of 
Highway 16. The whole a r ea was fl nt , but tho trees 
and hedgerows provided some cover and the ground 
was su:ffi6iently firm t o allow crass country 
manoeune. The weather was dry throughout most· of 
the period , so we were seldom conf'inod to r oads . 

(G.G. H. G. Rogimontal History Chapter VIII) 

271. During the s rune morning ( 22 Deo ) , one troop or 
"A" Squadron ma.de a cross country runt o the Via Bellaria ·and 
north along this r oad to the vicinity of the Via Rossetta 
where they engaged in a fire fight with tho enemy. When they 
had exhausted their s uppl y ar ammunition , the ·tanks withdrew 
south along the Via Bellari a to Casa Bustogi. In view of the 
spirited r eacti on of the enemy, Lt-Ool Jordan deci ded to put 
in an infantry assault along the .Via Rossetta t hat night 
under cover of darkness . As yet, however , the enemy opposite 
"B" Squaciron , had shown l i ttle inclinat i on to hol d h!s gr ound. 
There G.G . H. G. advanced east from the Vin Bellaria nnd seized c. 
Fus ohini ( 42144 3) , a house on the right 400 yards f' rom the 
Munio 1 and Casa ·Granar oli (422447), a building 400 yards east 
ot Casa Bastogi . In the af'ternoon the D.A.F. took advantage 
of a slight improvement i n flying conditions to put in "PIG"Jl 
attacks along the Via Rossetta and Vie Naviglio east of the 
forwa rd troop positions: 

• 

These were not the succulent , little animals , l ooted 
from the Itie farmyards, but e new 'form or tactical 
air support , which invo 1 vod a l ow l e val strafi ng 

This type of attack was improvised during the l ast 
period of ops end is best describod as a "bad weather 
TIMOTHY". When lCY.v cloud me.de bombing impossible , 
necessity once more becano tho Dother of invention, 
and attempts were 'n;ade to carry out strafing attacks 
at under 1,000 f't . These attempts proved so successf'ul 
that this method of att aok b~cwm gener a lly adopted. 

( (H .S. )24905 . (Dl5): Report on All 
Operations in Support of l Cdn Oorps, 
2 Dec 44 - 5 Jan 45) 
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expedition on enemy targets , in extremely close 
proximity to the line of our forward troops. The 
first Pig strafed the dyke along the Via Rossetta 
with its cannon and machine guns, A Squadron having 
laid down red smoke •. • to guide the planes in, and 
mark our forward positions . The second Pig was sub­
ject t o much less prepara tion and oame in very sud­
denly on the house along the Nav:1.glio a mile north 
east of C Squadron . The fo~ward troops were nicked 
by the beginning of the fira, and for a terrified 
moment , we thought the aircraft was going to attack 
our own troops. Fortunately no damage was done and 
the Pig got the enemy position. 

(G. G.H. G. Regimental History) 

That night the Ir R. C. company near the Munio advanced and 
took up new positions between Casa Fuschini and the crossing 
of the Via Bellaria over the Fosso Munio (423439). Thus, as 
"B" Coy Ir R. C. prepared to l aunch its attack, the only reme.~n­
ing enemy positions west of the Via Bellaria were those fac ­
ing i t astride the Via Rossetta. (11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations 
Log , 22 Deo; W. D. , G.G. H. G. , 22 Dec 44; W. D., H, Q. 5 Cdn 
Armd Bde, 22 Dec 44) 

272 . . At 2220 hours (22 Dec) Ir R. C. supported by 
"Wa sp" flamethr owers opened 1 ts attack along the Via Rossetta . 
As they advanced eastwards the Irish encountered increasingly 
heavy opposition and eventually they called the "Wasps" for ­
ward to clear the way . "The horr i fied screams of the Germans 
bore l oud and eloquent witness to the effeotiveness of the 
f lamethrowers'' (G. G. H. G. History)., In the faoe of this attaok, 
the enemy had n o alternative but to fall back, and by 0300 
hours the Irish had reached the Juno ti on of the Via Bellaria 
and the Via Rossetta and es tablished a firm positi on . Un­
fortmiately as the flamethrowers had by this time exhausted 
thei~ supply of fuel, the enemy were able to reestablish them­
selves on the dyke . Tanks of G. G.H. G. on the Via Bellaria 
attempted to give fire support, b~t so close was the figh \ ing 
in the darkness that they were able to render only limi \ ed 
aasistanoe , During the night, however, a G. G. H.G . squadron 
moved into fir e positions on the Via Bellaria and the two 
tracks lying r espectivel y 400 and 700 yards east of it, and 
after first light kept the eneoy o~ the dyke under heavy fi r e , 
The latter replied with bazooka and mortar fire, and succeeded 
in knocking out one Stuart belonging ~o the left- hand troop , 
In spite of a s teadily increasing fall of snow which gradually 
reduced the r ange ' of vision until it was almost zer o , the 
tanks continued to fir e until just before last light . At 
that time, a l though the Irish 11 B11 Company h..,ld the road 
junction, the enemy bad regained cont~cl of the Via Rossetta 
between the Via Bellaria and thP · ~a San Antonio . (11 Cdn 
Inf Bde Operations Log, 29 ... ~" Dec 44 ; W. D. , G. G. H.G. , ·23 
Deo 44; W. ~. , Ir R.O . , 33 Dec 44) 

273 . On the following mornin~ (23 Dec) Lt- Col Jordan 
rec eived a second Ir R.C . company ("C ) under connnand , and 
made plans t o r esume the attack that night . This time Lt- Col 
Jordan intended to by-pass the strong enemy positions along 
the Senio by an advance across country to the Via Utili, 700 
yards to the east of the Via Bell aria , then north along it t o 
the Via Rossetta, and along the l a st- named road to its 
junction a mile farther to the east with the Via Bastogi . 

I• 

I 
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This attack, which began at midnight,made good pr ogress until 
0215 hours when three of the tanks struck mines. The force 
was at that time within a few hundred yards of the Via Utili -
Via Rossetta junction, and Lt- Col Jordan ordered them to con-

. solidate for the night while the Irish pioneers found a way 
through the minefield . (11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 23- 24 
Dec 44; .G. G. H. G. Regimental History, Chapter VIII; W.D . , 
G. G.H.G. , 23- 24 Dec 44). On the following morning; 24 Dec a 
second squadron of G. G. H. G. left its harbour area on the Via 
Bellaria and struck off across country towards the Via 
Bastogi. By 1000 hours it was on this r oad and moving south 
towards the Fosso Munio , In the vicinity of the Munio the 
squadron was for a time under a rtillery fire, and the assault 
troop accompanying it encountered anti-personnel mines which 
caused some casual ti es . During the af tet'noon Jordan Force 
took up firm positions covering the line of the Via Bastogi 
b etween the Via Rossetta and the Canale Naviglio. That night 
the Engineer s , after constructing a ba rrel culvert ·over the 
Munio and sweeping for mines , op~ned the Naviglio - Bastogi 
route for traffic. (11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 24 Dec 44 ; 
H. Q,, R. C,E. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 24 Dec 44; G.G . H. G. Regimental 
History Chapter VIII) . During the day Ir R.C., using "Wasps" 
and with a troop of tanks in support,attacked east a long the 
Via Rossetta , and shortly after l ast light linked up with its 
company a t the Via Bellaria junction . (11 Cdn Inf Bde Oper­
ations Log, 24 Dec 44) 

274 . During the intervenlng period Per th R. and 
C. B. Highrs continued to mo~ ·up enemy positions along the east 
bank on their r espective fronts. During 23 Dec,c.B. Highrs , 
supported by the tanks of Ld S.H., cleared the enemy from 
east of the Senio between the Fus l gnano bridge and the 
boundar y with 1 Cdn Inf Div. In Perth R. sector, however, 
the enemy proved somewhat har der to budge . By 1950 hours, 
23 Dec, the Perths had secured th e river line between the 
Via San Antonio and the Via Chiar a , and ton the following day, 
moved against the enGmy positions on the ir l eft . At 0555 
hours on 24 Dec one platoon rea ched Casa Tesselli (391441) , 
wher e it encountered heavy machine gun an1 mortar fire. 
Bringi ng down mortar fire on the buildings , the Perth platoon, 
supported by a troop of t anks , put in an attack, and by 1350 
hours had occupied the place and rea ched the dyke behind it, 
But an enemy post in another hous ~ (338439) on the Via 
Rossetta several hundred yards west of' Casa Teselli barr ed 
further pr ogress that night o n Christmas Day , in the after­
noon, the Perths seized this l~ttPr p:ace , and that night 
faced up to the Senio near the Fus ignano bridge , Be tween 
them the three units of 11 Cdn Inf Bde now controlled nearly 
6,000 yards of the east bank of the Senio, from the inter­
divisional boundary to opposite t ~e Via Rosse tta - Via 
Bell aria junction . In these posi t ions until their relief 
by units of 12 Cdn Inf Bde on 27 ~ec , they occupied a hold­
ing role only, patrols, sniping d1iels and interchanges of 
morter and artillery fir e being t he chief activities . (11 
Odn Inf Bde Operations Log, 23-24 De c 44; W.D ,, C. B. Highrs, 
23-27 D&c 44; W.D,, Ir R. C., 23-27 De c 44) 

275 , At Headquarters, 5 Cdn Armd Div,and in the unit 
lines of 12 0dn Inf Bde , the divisional artjllery and most 
of the armoured units, Christmas Day 1944 , the sixth of the 
war , was celebrated in the usual fashion . Typical of the 
unit dinners was that of Lan & Ren Soot R., at which , accord­
ing to the unit diarist: 
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Each man received 2 bottles of beer , chocolate 
and punch as he came through the meal line . The 
meal consisted of turkey and o ther f owl, the usual 
vegetables with plum pudding and sauce f or dessert. 
At the tables ther e were or anges , nuts, fruit cake 
and mince pie for everyone . 'I'hough it was crowded 
th& first Christmas party of the Lanark and 
Renfrews was a success . The plentiful supply of 
beer and punch made the situati on ver y fluid . 

The C. B. Highrs pipe band was pressed into service 
for the men's dinner and later appeared at the 
Sergean t' s and Offic er ' s dinners . 

(W.D . , Lan & Ren Scot R. , 25 Dec 44) 

The Headquarters and battalions of 11 Cdn Inf Bde, however, 
spent the day in the line. There , although the men enjoyed 
the traditional Christmas fare, the surroundings were not so 
pleasant . At H. Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde , in fact, officers were 
war ned "to wear their flannel long underwear in case suf­
ficient heat is not obtained in the Mess by dinner time". 
(11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 24 Dec 44) , The food came 
forward in the ration trucks, and was c onsumed mainly in 
company lines . This was 11 Cdn Inf Bde 1s first Christmas so 
spent and, f or this r eas on, was accepted as their due - the 
unit diarist of C.B. Highrs r ec or ds : 

This, our second Christmas in a theatre of opera­
tions and our first in the line , will certainly be 
the least celebrated we've had yet , but it is 
h oped it will pass without much enemy activity, and 
n o doubt it will . However, we have to take our 
turn at these things and all ranks are taking it in 
good part . 

(W:D . , C. B. Highrs, 25 Dec 44) 

Certainly C.B. High.rs had no inten tion of disturbing the 
peace on the 25th, and th eir connnanding officer gave orders 
that the artillery and mortars in that sector would not fire 
except in r e t a liation (ibid). In the event , excep t on the 
Perth R. fr ont, all unit areas r emained quiet during the day, 
as both sides made the most of this, at beat, cheerless 
Christmas . 

276 . On the evening of 27 Dec , at 2200 hours, 12 
Cdn Inf Bde relieved 11 Cdn Inf Bde of all its commitments 
along the east bank of the Senio between the botmdary with 1 
Cdn Inr Div and the line of the Via Bastogi . At the same 
time Ld S.H. and 82 A. Tk Bty R. C. A. (plus one 17 pr tp) 
passed from under command the latter t o under command the 
former bri gade . Unit takeovers • Lan & Ren Soot R., 4 
P. L. D. G. 1 and Westmr R. r eliev.ing C. B. Highrs, Perth R. and 
Ir R. O. r espectivel y• were in a11 cases c ompleted without 
inciden t by 2300 h ours . At this time all three battalions 
of 12 Cdn Inf Bde were organized on a three company basis, 
for P. L. D. G. and Lan & Ren Soot R. had not as ye t received 
sufficient replacemen ts t o make up for their l osses in the 
December fighting - Westmr R. of c ourse was n ormally s o 
or ganized. Thus, while 11 Cdn Inf Bde had had 12 rifle 
companies with which t o hold the line and form unit r eserves, 
12 Cdn Inf Bde had only nine vii th which t o carry out the 
same tasks . Accordingly certain changes had t o be made in 
unit sector s , On the l eft, Lan & Ren Sco t R. , by f orming a 
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reserve from their support company , were able to take over , 
company for company , from C. B. Highrs . In addition, they 
ext ended to the right to occupy the former Perth pos t near 
the Fusignano br idge .* P. L. D. G. also shifted right t o i n ­
clude 1 , 000 yards of the Senio bank to the north- east of the 
Via San Antonio within its sector . On the right flank Westmr 
R. moved into the positions previously occupied by the three 
Irish comnanies at the Via Rossetta - Via Bellaria road 
junction ~nd at the opposite ends of the Via Bastogi . Upon 
completion of the relief, the Hoadquarters and units of 11 
Cdn Inf Bde moved back to Ravenna into the former bi l lets cf 
12 Cdn Inf Bde for a well - deserved but , in. the event , sh or t 
period of r est . ( (B . S . )244C5 . 013(D4) ; Report on Oper ati on s 
12 Cdn Inf Bde peri od 27 Dec 44 to 8 Jan 45 ; 12 Cdn Inf Bde 
Oper at i ons Log, 27- 28 Dec 44 ; W. D. , H.Q. 12 Cdn Inf Bde , 27 
Dec 44 ; {H. S . ) 244C5 . 013(D4) : Lan & Ren Scot R., Report on 
Operati ons , 27 Dec 44 to 8 Jan 45) 

277 . During its first two days in the line , 12 Cdn 
Inf Bde made a special effort to obt~in fresh identifications 
of the enemy troops in this sector . For German activity on 
the night 26/27 Dec had led to the belief that be was car ry­
i ng out r eliefs . Intelligence 1 Cdn Corps felt that : 

Something odd is going on in our Norther n sector . 
This evening at 1900 hours heavy vehicle movement 
including tracks was heard .• • on the later a l roads 
N of the SENIO. At 2000 Lours heavy mortar f ire , 
MG and arty fire , opened up NE of Fusignano . The 
general impression was that this was a well tied in 
fire plan designed to hide vehicle movement . Last 
night , similar tactics were used on a smaller scal e . 

I t may be that a r elief i~ going in 114 Jaeger 
Div ' s sector , but the only very s k impy c l ue , apart 
f r om the v0ry heavy traffiG reported both by day 
and night , was the emp]O'S'lJlAnt of phosphorous 
projectiles fired at 4145 . This may be significant , 
as phosphorous had not be~~ usod on our front until 
now. 

(W. D., G.S . Branch, H.Q, 1 Cdn Corps , Dec ember 
1944 : Appx 114 , 1 Cdn Corps Intelligence Summar y 
No . 191 , 26 Dec 44) 

Further support was lent to this belief on 27 Dec by a 
civilian report received by 11 A11 Squadron G. G. H. G. that S . S. 
troops had moved into La Mar~harita (439463), a house on the 
Via Rossetta 700 yards to the no. t~0~c t of them. In an 
attempt to conCirm this report , a Wes tmr R. company , sup­
ported by the guns of "A" Sqnndron , put in an o. ttack on this 
place on the foll o:;.in~ d .. J (28 Dec} . This attack , in which 
the Westminsters suffered eight c-qqualtteq , proved unsuccess ­
f ul , due t o the minefields and the sv_ong o~p osition en­
countered . That n ight , although all units patrolled extens ­
i vely i n an effort to obtain pris oners, they failed to make 
contact . Finally on the night 29/30 Dec a n enterprising 
Lan & Ren Scot R. patrol killed t wo enemy in a slit trench 
and brought back their uniform and documents . From these a 
battalion of 16 S .S . Pz Gr Div Rcichs fuhre r was identified 
i n the sector opposite the briga de ~ dft flank . Although 
this indicated tha t t h a new divis ion had relieved 98 Inf ( 

K Upon the completi on of the relie fs the three battalions ~f . 
12 Cdn Inf Bde were located a s follows : P. L. D. G. at 396435 , 
395439 and 402445 ; Lan & Ren Scot R. 371421 , 384423 and 
384428 ; Westmr R. 434459 , 438452 and 414452 . (5 Cdn Armd Div 
Operat i ons Log , 27 Dec 44) 
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Div , it did not entirely discount the earlier civilian 
report of S . S. troops on the brigade right f lank, and it 
remained possible that the S. S. division had also replaced 
114 Jaeger Div south of Alfonsine . If this was so, the 
Jaeger Division , with a shorter line , woul d be in a position 
either to thicken up its more vulnerable areas or provide an 
immediate reserve . (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report , £E. cit; 1 Cd.n 
Corps Intel l1genoe Summary No . 195 , 30 Dec 44 ; 5 Cdn Armd Div 
Intelligence Summary No . 100 , 31 Dec 44 ; W. D., Westmr R. , 
28 Dec 44) 

278. Late on 28 Dec a squadron of Ld S . H. repl aced 
the G. G.H. G. sub - units with Westmr R. , and the Horse Guards 
then withdrew into reserve and rest at Piangipane . Then on 
the following day at 2200 hours Westmr R. moved out, handing 
over its positions to 1st Battalion Weloh Regiment of 9 (Brit) 
Armd Bde . Westmr R. then concentrated near Villanova , where 
they were on short notice to go forward, in the even t of an 
enemy attack , and establish a firm base on the Fosso Munio . 
Connnand of the sector lying north- east of the Via San Antonio 
now passed to 9 Armd Bde , l eaving 12 Cdn Inf Bde a greatly 
reduced front. Still, however, the Canadian brigade remained 
ver y thin on the ground in the for ward sec tor . Through the 
consequent gaps between unit and sub- unit areas , the enemy 
i nfiltrated to r eestabl ish weapon posts on the east dyke , and 
har ass the scatter ed Canadian positions . During the ~fter" 
noon of 30 Dec, P. L. D. G., using portable flamethrowers (Life­
buoys) and with tank support, knocked out four such M. G. 
posts on the east bank near Casa Tesselli . That night enemy 
fighting patrols crossed to the east bank in two places and 
attacked platoon P.ositions of Lan & Ren Scot R. Both these 
attacks , wh ioh came in on the b r igade left f l ank between the 
Lanarks and R. C. D., wer e beaten o~f with loss to the enemy. 
On the next night (31 Dec) the Germans struck at the left 
forward company of P. L. D.G. This attack was preceded by a 
20 minute ar tillery concentration on the company area and 
caused battalion headquarters , in anticipation of a stronger 
enemy effor t than proved to be the cas e , to order all compan­
ies to s tand-to . Then at 2200 hours , just as the att ack came 
in , an enemy demoliti on party blew down one wall of the 
company headquarters burying t he line set and wireless set 
and cutting all communicati ons . The situetion became quite 
obscure , and Brigade Headquarters a l erted Westmr R. pl acing 
them on immediate notice t o move forward . Actually the 
P. L. D. G. sub- unit concerned had r estored the situation by 
2240 hours , and dri ven the enemy , es timated to be about 28 
in number , back across the river . (W. D. , G. G.H . G. , 28 Dec ; 
(H .S. ) 274B9: 008(Dl)J W. D., H.Q. 9 Armd Bde Gp , 29 Dec 44 ; 
12 Ca.n Inf Bde Report; W. D. , P.L. D.G., 30- 31 Dec 44; W. D., 
Lan & Ren Scot R. , 30- 31 Dec 44 ; W. D. , Westmr R. , 31 Dec 44) 

279 . As the old year came t o a c l ose both sides put 
on an artillery display; the enemy firing anti - aircraft 
t r acer s and f l ares into the air, the Canadians artill ery 
shel ls i nto the German positions . On 30 Dec Army Group Head­
quar ters decided to call off the offensive, and ordered 
Eighth Army t o halt on the li.ne of the Senio for the winter 
months . On the same da~ Headquarters 12 Cdn Inf Bde ordered 
its units to construct a defensive l ay-out by sandbagging, 
wir ing, and l ayi ng minefields. (W. D. , Lan & Ren Scot R., 31 Dec 
44 ; W. D., P. L. D. G. , 31 Dec 44 ; 5 Cdn Armd Div Operations Log, 
1 Jan 45) 
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MINOR OPERATIONS AGAINST THE ENEMY SALIENT ON THE LEFT FLANK 
1 CDN INF DIV, 26 - 31 D~o ..;..i 

280. Although the enemy withdrew on 21 Dec in the 
central sector of the front, he retained two important 
salients on either flank of 1 Cdn Corps. That in the 1 Cdn 
Inf Div sector ran from just north of Cotignol~ where the 
Navigl1o runs only 800 yards from the Senio,along the canal 
to the Via Madrara bridge then east to the Fosso Vecchio and 
south to the inter-corps boundary. (See Map 6) . The enemy 
forces holding this salient were believed to be from 278 and 
356 lnfantry Divisions. ht Christmas the possibility of a 
Canadian attack across the Senio ~till existed and a safe 
l eft flank was thus of vital importance to 1 Cdn Inf Div.* 
Accordingly Headquarters 1 Cdn Inf Div order ed l Cdn Inf Bde 
to take innnediate steps to clear the salient. (W.D., G.S. 
Branch, H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps, Dec ember 1944: Appx 123, Intelligence 
Summary No. 193; W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde , 25 Dec 44) 

281. On Boxing DaJ) 1 Cdn Inf Bde, using R. C. R. sup­
ported by a troop of tanks.thrust south between the Vecchio 
and the Naviglio in an attempt to turn the enemy's Veoohio 
defences from the rear. At first light,R.C.R. attacked and, 
at 0800 hours,reaahed the track 500 yards south of the Via 
Madrara. There, after a stiff fire fight in which both sides 
suffered casualties, Lt-Col Reid's men cleared a number of 
enemy-held houses (at 368341) lying about 200 yards from the 
Naviglio. ht 0930 hours the enemy, preceded by artillery and 
mor·tar fir e , counter-attacked and retook the position. R.C.R. 
then withdrew to the Via Madrara. (W. D., R.C.R ., 26 Dec 44). 
During the same .morning 48 Highrs moved into position south 
of the railway and due east of Granarolo . In the afternoon 
the Highlanders probed forward t owards the crossing of the 
Naviglio and VecohiolUl but came under heavy small arms fire 
and , after two attempts to continue had failed , withdrew. 
It was apparent that the enemy was determined to hold all 
along the 1 Cdn Inf Bde front, and that; if he was to be 
driven back, a more powerful attack would be necessary, At 
once Brigade Headquarters made plans for the two battalions, 
supported by tanks and flamethrowers and artillery and mortar 
fire, to put in a strong attack that night~ (W,D. { H.Q" 1 
Cdn Inf Bde, 26 Dec 44; W, D., 48 Highrs, 26 Dec 44J. R~C.R. 
was to open the attaok with one sub ~unit aobompanied by tanks 
directed against the houses at the scene of the morning 1 s 
action. Following this a second company using flamethrowers 
would move up the west bank of the Vecchio and strike the 
enemy there on the flank. Once R.C . R. was underway 48 ~ighrs 
would advance t o the Vecchio on its front. (W, D. , H•Q• 1 Cdn 
Inf Bde, December 1944: Appx "A 11 , 1 Cdn Inf Bde Operations 
Log, 26 Dec 44) 

~ The plan of an intended attack across the Senio in the 
Cotignola area is given in the War Diary of 48 Highrs 
(W.D., 48 Highrs, 25 Dec 44). 

RB The upper reaches of the Fosso Vecchio lie west of the 
Canale Naviglio but a few hundred yards north of 
Granarolo it passes under the latter canal and thereafter 
follows a course to the east of it. 
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282 . The attack began at 2300 hours and met with 
misfortune frcm the beginning. The tan.ks moving up on the 
Via Madrara had difficulty in getting across an ARK (378341) 
spanning the Vecchio . While the R.C . R. company was awaiting 
the arrival of the armour in its F. U. P., it came under enemy 
D.F. , became disorganized, and suffered considerable casual~ 
ties . Enemy s.P. guns , apparently moved into the area prior 
to the attack , controlled the woods , and the tanks and flame­
throwers were able t o give very little support . although 
R. C.R. endeavoured t o get forward without support; the op­
pos ition proved so str ong that it made no headway. ·0n the 
l eft, 48 Highrs again encountered stiff resistance at the 
Vecchio , and sustained 15 casua l ties . By daybreak b oth 
battalions were back in their former positions . Apart from 
more clearly defining the enemy F . D. Ls ., the attack had 
achieved nothing. (W . Ds . , H. Q. l Cdn Inf Bde, R.C ,R. , 48 
Highrs , 27 Dec 44) 

283 . ht Divisional Headquarters, several plans for 
continuing the advance across the Senio were being disoussed 
but.. due to the uncertainty at krmy level (see para 3~), no 
single plan was firm. (W . D. , G. S ., H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, 27 
Dec 44) , Oo 26 Dec , L. Edmn R. relieved Seaforth of c. , the 
latter regiment going into r eserve in the town of Russ i for 
its "Christmas" r est . On the 27th, after the failure of 1 Cdn 
Inf Bde attacks, H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf' Bde was ordered to prepare 
a full scale attack in this sector, but no definite date was 
set for its beginning. Regrouping in preparation for the 
int ended attack began almost irmnediatel y . That night , 27/28 
Dec, 3 Cdn Inf Bde commenced the relief of 1 Cdn Inf Bde -
fr om right to left Carlt & York R. and West N. S . R. r eli eving 
R. C. R. and 48 Highrs - and, a t midday on the 28tl:'.lf assumed 
command of the sector from the Russi - Lugo r ailway crossing 
over the Senio, where R. 22e R. took over from L. Edmn R. of 
2 Cdn Inf Bde , to the inter-corps boundary on the Le.mone . On 
the completion of the reli ef, 1 Cdn Inf Bde moved into reserve 
with its headquarters at Godo . The divisional intention was 
that in its new sector 3 Cdn Inf Bde would operate in a hol d­
i ng rol e only, while preparations were made for 2 Cdn Inf Bde 
to attack through i t against the enemy salient . The latter 
formation was now r esting, with its headquarters at Bagnao­
avallo , the Seaforth of c. and L, Edmn R. in the Russi area , 
and P .• P. C. L. I . at Borg di Stecoh .• The last two units, 

· however , were kept at one hour ' s r eadine s s to move for war d 
in the even t of an enemy attack. For the divisional front 
was still thinly held, espec i ally on the right where R, C,D. 
con tinued to hold an oxt ensive sector. Fortunately activity 
in that ar ea was con£ined to patrol clashes and artiller y 
exchanges . (W. D. , H, Q. 1 Cdn Inf Ede, 27- 28 Dec 44; W. D. , 
H. Q. 2 Odn Inf Bde, 26- 28 Dec 44 ; W. D., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde, 
27 - 28 Dec 44; W.D., 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt (~ . C . D . ) , 26- 27 Deo 44) 

284 . Immediately on taking over the left divisional 
sec tor ,Brigadier Ber natchez ordered active pa troll ing on all 
battalion fronts. On the lef~ dur ing the night 27/28 Dec , 
West N. s . R. contacted the Royal Fusiliers . Enemy vehicle 
movement on 3 Cdn Inf Bde front during the day indicated the 
possibility of an enemy counter attack, and caused 1 Cdn Inf 
Div to take steps to meet any such eventuality . For purposes 
of defence, the divisiona l front was now organized in two 
sectors, right R.C . D. and R. 22e R, , and left Carlt & York R. 
and West N. S . R., while, as n oted above , two units of 2 Cdn 
Inf Bde were available on short notice to aot in a-c otm ter 
attack role . In addition the bridges over the Vecchio and 
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Lamone were prepared for demolition . For at this time the 
Ger man offensive in Northwest Europe was in full swing, 
while on Fifth Ar my front the enemy had penetrated the 
American defences to a depth of several miles. (W.D., H. Q. 
3 Cdn Inf Bde, 27- 30 Dec 44) . The forward units made careful 
preparations to fight a defensive battle ; from battalion 
headquarters R. 2Pe R. the following message went out to all 
companies : 

There has been a considerable amoun t of enemy 
vehicle movement on our front today and it is 
believed the enemy may put in a counter attack 
a t any time . In the past few days 5th Army 
troops have fallen back a distance of n ine kilo­
meters in the face of strong German counter­
attacks; so a counter attack on our front is also 
very probab l e . All companies will be on the aler t 
at all time s . Fire plans for 2 11 mortaM and LMGs 
will be l aid down and platoon defences organized. 
Bach company will keep one platoon in reserve to 
be used as a counter attack reserve . An additional 
2,000 rds SA Ammunition, 1 box 36 grenades , flares 
illuminating and 50 HE 2 11 mortar bombs will be 
sent t o each company. The Anti-tank pl a toon is 
now being used as an infantry company . If at any 
time t he enemy starts a heavy bombardment on our 
front, every one will take up positions in s l it 
trenches , •• Breakfast will be served at first 
l ight only. Arty, 4 , 2 11 Mortars 3" Mortars and 
MMG DF tasks have all b een laid down . Under no 
circumstances will there be any retr eat . 'l'he 
P. P. C. L.I. is now formed up as counter atta ck 
reserve . 

(W.D. , R 22e R., 28 Dec 44) 

285 , During the l ast three days of the old year , 
although 3 Cdn Inf Bde carried out no full scale attacks on 
its front, all three battalions kept up pressure on the 
enemy by organized coy attacks and figh t ing patrols , On 29 
Dec , Carlt & York R, extended i ts battalion front to the 
right, and r el ieved the left coy of R, 22e R, Brigade Head­
quarters then or der ed the latter battalion t o take up 
positi ons on the east dyke of the Senio, and dominate the 
river in its area . Using flame throwers R. 22e R. dr ove the 
enemy fr om a numb er of his weapon pits a l ong the dyke , but, 
due t o the aggressive nature of the enemy def ence, found the 
captured positions almost untenable . By using under-water 
foot-bridges the German continued to have access to the east 
dyke, and clashes b etween patrol s and defended pos t s , i n 
which both sides suf'fered prisoner l osses , were compar ativel y 
fr equent. Meanwhile Carlt & York R., despite attacks at 
company strength on the 29th and 30t~ had failed to dislodge 
the enemy on their front. West N.S. R. activity was l imited 
entirely t o active patroll ing during this period, Cont act 
with 5 Corps was maintained, and tanks in the brigade sector 
made dail y shoots on ensmy positions in Granarol o . (W , Ds ., 
H. Q, 3 Cdn Inf Bde , R. 22e R,, Carlt & York R. , Wes t N. S. R., 
28-31 Dec 44 ) 

286. In the right divisional sector R. C. D. made no 
effort to occupy the Senio dykes , but its fighting patr ols 
clashed with the enemy daily on the narrow "No-Man's Land" 
along the approaches to the east dyke of the river , The odd 
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prisoner was acquired during day and night forays into the 
enemy outposts , and i nterrogation of these confirmed the 
presence of units of 16 S . S . P.G. Div Reichsfuhrer (see also 
para 277) . By continuing to use R. C.D. and 2 L.A .A. Regt in 
an infantry role with r esponsibility for nearly half the 
divisional front, l Cdn Inf Div was ab l e t o give its tired 
infantry component a much grea ter opportunity to rest . R. C.D. 
was by this t ime quite accustomed to operating a s infantry, 
for it had had considerable exper ience of dismounted action 
since the beginning of the month . * 2 L.A.A . Regt., on the 
other hand,had b een drafted i n to an infantry r ole as recentl y 
a s 24 Dec . An excerpt f r om the unit war diar y indicated, 
however, that the unit r eacted favourably t o the new assign­
ment : 

Major C 8 MacKay is called to 91v Arty and comes 
back with the news that we are going i n t o the line 
t omorrow as infantry to relieve our 1 Div Infantry 
who deserve a rest mor e than we do . 

A and B Coys are formed up on parade and inspec ted 
by Major C S Ms.cKay and it was a very impressive 

.parade t o s ee . All the boys wi t h their rifles and 
tommy gl.n'ls, web eqpt and steel helmets l ooking as 
tough as old infantrymen and still wearing a smil e, 
determined t o hold the l ine against anything the 
Germans can put up . 

(W.D., 2 Cdn L. A. A. Regt, December 1944: 
Appx 6 , 54 Lt A. A. Bt y , 23- 24 Dec 44} 

287 . As the year 1944 came to a c lose it became 
known that the original 1 Cdn Corps pl an to cross the 
Santerno and capture Ma ssa Lombarda and Medicina had been 
cancelled . H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div on 30 Dec r ecords t hat "The 
very near p lan calls for this fmn to close up t o the Sen1o 
and consolidate ther e for the winter" . This was no doubt 
welcome news to the division that had fought from Ortona 
through three strongly defended lines {Gustav- Bitl er-Go thic ) 
almos t t o the valley of the Po . At this t ime, however, it was 
not foreseen that the Lamone as saul t was to be the l ast 
importa.nt opera ti on in I t a ly, and t ha t their next campaign 
woul d be with their fel low Canadians in Nor t hwest Europe . 
The final en try in th e Divisional War Diary of Deoember 
sounds a not e of confidence , and gives a picture of the 
de termination and spirit of Canada 's ve ter an Division : 

So ends 1944, the fif t h year of the war and as the 
clock s trikes twelve , proud of its achievements 1 
Cdn Inf Div fac es 1945 wibh h ope and confidence . 

(W. D. , G. S. , H. Q. l Cdn Inf Div , 31 Dec 44) 

288 . Lookin g forward to the campaigns of 1945, Gen 
Foul kes called toge ther at Ravenna on 31 Dec a ll officers of 
the Corps down to, and includin g , unit commander s . In a 
prepared address he pointed out very f r ankl y some of t he 
mistakes made b y officers under his command during the past 

x For de t a ils on R. C. D. dismounted organization see Report 
on R. C. D. Dismounted Ops , 30 Nov 44 - 7 Jan 45 appended 
to W. D. , 1 Cdn Armd c. Regt , Janua~y 1 945 . 
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month . He first referred to the fac ~ that the Corps had 
susta ined over 2 , 000 casualties in a little over three weeks 
of fighting(! and that 22 officers and 420 O. Rs . K of that 
total were 'missing" . This he pointed out was out of all 
proportion , and concluded that there must be something wrong 
with leadership. This part of Genera l Foulkes ' remarks "hit 
home 11 to 1 Cdn Inf Div (R . C. R. and Has t & P. E. R., both having 
sus tained severe losses on 5 Dec) . The following extract from 
a condensation of the Corps Commander ' s address is of i nter est : 

Forcing a river crossint necessitates having a 
carefully teed up plan . Every detail should be 
teed up ... Our assaults go well , but get support-
ing weapons across fast . Part of every Camd ' s 
pl an should be to get A. Tk guns across river 
within two hrs of crossing ••. A. Tk mines should be 
carried to posn in front of F . D.L 1s •.. Coy comds must 
ensure that tps when wel l started on objective , 
do not :come back'. Mako s ure that sp arms are 
with them and tps available to back thom up and 
Canadian troops will not come back. 

(W . D. , G. S . Branch, H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 
December 1944: App~ 131 , Corps Cam.d ' s 
Addross at Ravenna , 31 Dec 44) 

THE CLEARING OF THE RIGHT FLANK UP TO THE FIUME RENO -
5 CDN ARMD DIV, 2 - 6 JAN 45 

289 . On 28 Dec Lt- Gen Foulkes received advice from 
Headquarters Eighth Army of thd posi·1:-1on0ment of the Fifth 
Army offensive - abandoned altoge ther a fow days later (see 
para 325 ) - and the consequent s et ting-back of the date for 
a fresh offensive by Eighth Army . for the present 1 Cdn 
Corps was to concentrate on the e lirrination of the German 
salients on its right and left flanks . There , at the close 
of the December offensive , the enomy remained east of the 
Seni o in t wo places; one to the north of Ravenna, where the 
line r an from Porto Corsini , on the coast , across the marshes 
to cross the LamoTLa south of Conveni.ello (4846) , thence to 
the Senio west of Alfonsine (4547) , making uso of the several 
water obstacles south of the latter town; the other forward 
of the Senio between Cotignola and Granarolo and resting 
on the Canale Naviglio . Of first importance to Eighth 
Army should it r esume the offensive, or , as subsequently 
proved to b e the case, estahlish a wi nter defence line 
was the clearing of the first of th~so two areas . For 

x Statistics provided by War Servic 3 Records D. V.A. in July 
1949 give the casualties suffered by the Canadian Compon­
ent k . ~ . I . during the per iod 1- 21 Dec 44 as 32 officers 
and 516 other r anks killed or died of wounds , 108 of­
ficers and 1713 other r anks wounded and 13 officers and 
199 other ranks prisoners of war , a total of 2 , 581 all 
r anks . Casual ties of 1 Cdn Armd Bde , included in these 
figures , for the same period wer e 25 other r anks wounded. 
(Casua lties - Italian Campaign) 

I 

' 
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the enemy sector north of Ravenna, although garrisoned only 
by the weak 114 Jaeger Division , covered the southern shore 
of the Valli di Cornacchio, and afforded him a pot ent ial 
base from which to l aunch an attempt to recapture Ravenna ; 
the bulge i n the line on the Corps l ef t was smaller and less 
useful t o the enemy as a base for a counter- offensive or a 
spoiling attack. (See Map Fl or ence - Rimini - Bologna 
Sector) . (W . D. , G. S . Br anch, R. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 28 Dec 44; 
pp 95- 96) 

290 . The lie of the ground on the right f lank 
favoured an attack l aunched in a north- easterl y direc tion 
against the German switch line south of Conventell o be tween 
the Lamone River and the Fosso Vecchio . Onl y one water 
obstacle , the Canale di Bonifi ca , l ay l ater al to an advance 
in thi s direction . Whereas the alternative route north from 
Ravenna passed through semi-Jnundated country,criss- crossed 
by numer ous cana l s and ditches. On the other hand an oper­
ation mounted be t ween the Lamone and the Vecchio woul d face 
the risk of an enemy counter- attack from the Alfonsine area 
against its l eft f l ank and r ear . The r isk was accep t ed , 
however, and an attack l aunched along this axis by 5 Cdn 
Armd Div on 2 Jan 45 . (!!21£) 

291 . In preparation for the coming operati on 5 Cdn 
Armd Div carried out consider ab l e r egrouping during the l as t 
week of December . As mentioned earlier in this report 
(para 276) on 27 Dec 12 Cdn Inf Bde r elieved 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 
and the l atter formation then withdrew into r eserve at 
Ravenna . In the course of th~ following two days 9 Armd Bde , 
which, since 15 Doc , had held under Corps command the quiet 
sector b etween the railway and the coast, extended west of 
the Via Reale , and took over the larger part of the division­
al front. The first of these r eliefs took pl ace on 28 Dec 
when l K.R . R. C . x r epl aced 5 Cdn Armd Assl t Tp and sub- uni ts 
of 8 N. B. H. eas t of the Fosso Vetro between Route 16 and the 
Viazza Nuova . On the succeeding day 1 Welch relieved Westmr 
R., and the inter-brigade boundary shifted west to the line of 
the Via San Antonio . At 0600 hours , 30 Dec, 9 Armd Bde came 
under command 5 Cd.n Armd Div , and the l atter formation then 
assumed responsibility f or the whole of the Corps frait from 
the boundary with 1 Cdn Inf Div to the Adria tic . Thus the 
end of the year found 5 Cd.n Armd Div deployed as fol l ows : 
on the l eft 12 Cdn Inf Bde with two squadrons of Ld S. H. in 
support, held the line of the Senio, with two of its batta­
lions forward , and one in r eserve behind the Munio ; 9 Armd 
Bde held the r emainder of the divisional front from the Via 
San Antonio t o Porto Cor sini; in rear, preparing for the 
coming attack were Headquar t ers 11 Cdn Inf Bde and its thr ee 
i nfantry units at Ravenna , and Headquarters 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 
B. C.D., 8 N. B. R., and the r emainder of Ld S . R., in the 
vicinity of Mezzano ; in divisional r eserve at Pian gipane was 
G.G.H.G. ( (H. S. )274B9. 008(Dl ) : War Diary 9 (Brit) Armd Bde , 
2 9-30 Dec 44 ; W . D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 28 Dec 44; W. D., 3 
Cd.n Ar md Reece Regt (G. G. H. G. ) , 28- 29 Dec 44) 

292 . In the early afternoon of 27 Dec, .Ma j-Gen 
Hoffmeister visited Headquar t ers 5 Cdn Armd Bde wher e he 
conferred with Brigadier Cumberl and on operations to clear 
the r ight flank , At this meeting Br igadier Cumberland 
l earned : 

~ 1st Battalion King ' s Royal Rifle Corps . 

, 
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that the task of advancing NORTH from ME'lZANO 
to LAKE COMACCHIO and Sb.N ALBERTO had been 
given to the brigade. For the oper ation the 
CBH will come under command and it is expected that 
the job will be done by 5 Cdn Armd Bde (8 NBH) 
and CBH. 

(W.D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde , 27 Dec 44) 

By 29 Dec, however, possibl y because of the changed situa tion 
resulting fran the postponement of Fifth Army offensive, div­
isional headquarters had changed the pl an . The r evised plan 
called far a two- phase attack using t wo brigade headquarter• 
and mor e than doubl e the original str ength of a rmour and 
infantry. In Phase I, 11 Cdn Inf Bde would capt ure 
Conventel l o, and break the enemy switch l ine between the 
Le.mane and the Ve tro . Phas e II , in which 5 Cdn ~rmd Bde 
would pass thr ough the infantr y brigade and compl e t e the task , 
would fol low immediate l y . The divisional objec t, to clear the 
enemy from east of the Fosso Vetro and south of the Fiume 
Reno, would r emain the same.(see Wap 5 ). (Ibid, 29 Dec 44; 
5 Cdn Armd Div History Part III) ~ 

293. From information r eceived up to midnight 1 Jan 
45 the intelligence starf at Headquar ters 5 Cdn Armd Div was 
able to confirm that the enemy forces in the Conventello area 
consisted of III Bn 721 Jaeger Regiment . In so rar as could 
be determined, this ba t tali on, with an approxima t e strength 
of 250 men , was disposed with two companies manning a line of 
resistance running al ong the tracks between the Via a l 
Oonventello (at 475469) and the bend in the Lamone (4846), and 
from there covering the north bank of this river as far as 
the demol ished bridge (497467) about ?00 yards farther east. 
A third company of III Bn , positioned in Conventello, provided 
an immediate reser ve . On the ri@lt of III Bn, in position 
behind the Ve tro south and eas t of hlfonsine , was II Bn of 
721 Regt . I Bn held the r est or the divisional frait t o the 
c oas t at Porto Cors ini . kn identification made by l Welch 
on the same day (1 Jan 45) confir med an earlier r eport 
(para 27?) that a unit of 16 s .s . P, G. Div had r el ieved 741 
Jaeger Regimen t in t he s ector south of ~lfonslile . Although 
the new position of 741 Regt was not defini t el y known , 
r eports fr om civilian sources indicated that it might now b e 
in divisional r eserve somewhere b etween Convent ello and the 
Fiume Reno , It was consider ed that the mor a l e of 114 Jaeger 
Division should be high, due partly to the long quie t period 
they had experienced on this part of the front, and partly 
to the r ecent enemy successes on other f r onts, ((R.S.) 
249C5,(D49): 5 Cdn Armd Div Intelligence Sunnnary No , 101, 
2 Jan 45; W. D., H. Q. 5 Cdn krmd Bde , December 1944 : Appx 6, 
5 Cdn Armd Bde O. O. No . 5 , l Jan 45; W. D. , H. Q. 11 Cdn Inr 
Bde , December 1944: hppx 91 11 Cdn Inf' Bde o.o. No , 12, 31 
De c 44 ) 

294. Working in clos e con junction with each other 
and with 9 hrmd Bde , 11 Cdn Inf Bde and 5 Cdn hrmd Bde 
compl eted their plans of attack , and, on 31 Dec 44 and l Jan 
45 respectivel y issued t heir or der s . The 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
plan call ed for ' an a ttaok 11 on a 2 bn f r ont and will be 
NOISY" (~). During the night 1/2 Jan 45 the assaul ting 
b&tt a lions of 11 Cdn Inf Bde wer e to assemble in the area 
(464461 - 486462 ) between Rout e 16 and the Lamone River 
about a mil e to the north of Mezzano . Then, in the early 
hours of the morning, the brigade, with Ir R. C. on the right 

' 
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and Perth R. on the l e ft, would launch its attack . Ini tially 
tho 11 Cdn I nf Bde units w0uld as sault thv III Bn 72l•·Roe t 
switch-line, ment i onod oarlior in this r opor t (para 29}) , 
then , pressing on , seize thes e foll0wing 0bjoctivos : 0n the 
ri gh~ a group of houses lyinc just bcy0nd the Lamone 
AbbandonatoK and i mmediately n 0r th 0f th6 bend in the river , 
and the r oad juncti 0n ab0ut 200 yards s0uth 0 f th~ villa&o 
of Conventello ; on the l eft , a build1n£ on the Via a l 
C0nventello opposite the south- onatorn end of the Fosso 
Basilica , and then firm- up about 1,000 yards west of 
Convontello al0n! a f a rm track 1La11n[ from Casa Stes i ol 
(483478) to the north side of thu Fosso Basilica.~* Under 
command for this operation 11 Odn Inf Bde would have one 
squadron 0f 8 N. B. H. , two trocps of cr.-.c0dilos , and in ad­
di t i on one S. P. troop and one 17 pdr troop of 4 Cdn A. Tk 
Regt. The crocodiles woul d remain o&st of the Lam0n e until 
after H- h0ur, wh~n they w0uld ~0vc up , and go ono troop 
un~er com.~and each 0f th~ l cadine units . Similarly the 
squadron of tanks would not j0in the forward trocps until 
first light . Working C'n a timed procrammc. c0mmcncing at H­
hour, tho divisiona l artillery w0uld brine d0vm c 0nc~ntrations 
on the initial 0bj octives until B plus 10. It would thon 
lift , and engago arranged targ0t s 0n th~ fina l 0bjectivcs 
unt il the infantry were r eady t C' assault thom. Beginning at 
H plus 10 , a 20 m1nut6 count er - mortar and counter- battGry 
programme would b u fired , a·ftor which a ll support 0 f this 
type would b e c-n call . Als <' included in the di visiC'ne l a rtil­
lery progrannne wero , weath~r permittin5, a sm0kc scr een on 
the left flank; har a ssing f irb 0n tho Fosso Vctro bridee s 
north of Convcntello by twc- squadr0ns c-f Ld S . H., being 
empl oyed as artille ry ; full s c&rchlit';ht illuminati0n of tho 
battlo area , and d irecti~nal firo by 5 L. A. L. Rect R. C. b . on 
the flanks of th0 a t tack. 10 Fd Sqn R.C . E . would prepare 
two assault ~j-routes fr 0m Rout e 16, on th0 left th0 Via al 
Conventello t o tho road juncti0n (483474) south of the villa£e , 
and , on tho right , the track a l on[ the w ~st bank of the Lamone 
t o Conventello . On the Senio , 12 Cdn Inf Bde end 1 Cdn Inf Div 
woul d carry out d ivs rsionary disturbances from H plus 30 0n . 
1 K.R. R. C. of 9 Ar md bde wruld s ocur~ the o r oa 0f th6 start 
line durinG tho nicht 1/2 J an 45 . {Ibid; W. D., H. Q, R. C. A., 
5 Cdn hrmd Div, J anua r y 1945 : .hppx r,R. C • .ti . 5 Cdn Armd Div 
Fire Plan, 31 Dec 44 ; W. D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Ede , Doc~mber 

1944 : Appx 6 , 5 Cdn Armd Bde o. o. No . 5 , l J an 45) 

K The former bed of thv Lamono River . (Sec also f cotnot e 
pa ra 295) 

Unit objectives as detailed in ~ho bri r,ade oper a tion 
ordsr wer e as f0llC"ws: 

Initia l Objectives - Right - Gr oup of h0uses 48?467 
Left - gr nups of h~uses 475469 -

4'77469 - 481468 

Final Objectives - Ri6ht - Conventello r0ad junction 
486473 and gr oup of 
buildings 491472 

Left - r oad junction 483474 and 
buildings 481476 - 483478 

{11 Cdn Inf Ede Op Order No . 12 , 31 Dec 44) 
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295 . Immodi ato ly on tho complotion of Phase I by 11 
Cdn Inf Bdo , 5 Cdn Ar md Bd0 would c0t:lt1cnce tho sec ond pha.se 
of the attack. Using the Via Lamono as its axi s , M 9 Cdn Armd 
Ro gt (B , C.D, ), supported by C.B. Highrs , would push through 
Ir R. C. a t Convent ello, and advance a t the bost possi ble t ank 
speed t n secur~ th~ bridg~ (513513) over thG Canale Di 
Bonifica . For their part, C. B. Highrs w0uld have ono company 
m0unted on carriers , and a soc0nd prcpar~d to m0unt the t anks , 
for the dash forwa rd if oppositi0n a l0n5 the centre l i ne 
f a iled to dev~ lop . When this fore~ r~ached the Canale di 
Bcnifica , the infa ntry wculd cross and seize t:. l odgmen t on 
the far sido in tho vicini ty of the bridg~ mcntionvd above . 
At the samo time , 8 N. B. H. would mnv~ up on the l oft and con ­
contrato south of tho canal , ready to pass thr ough tho bri dge ­
head and capturo San Alberto . Loss 0ne company, l eft b ehind 
t o guard the cr0ss in&, C. B. Hi~hrs w0uld follow the l a tt er 
unit into San Alberto and mop- up th~ t cwn. In the final 
stage , 8 N. B. H. would provide lo~ flank prot ccti0n b etween 
t he Bonifica and the Reno , whil0 B. C. D. covor od t he right 
and expl oited t0wards the so~ . In the roar , 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
would cover the r emainder nf the Votr o flank, and clean out 
enemy pockets by- passed by 5 Cdn krmd Edo . In addition to 
C. B. Highrs , 5 Cdn Armd Bdo w0uld ho.vo under command one bat ­
t e ry (l ess nne troop) of 4 A, Tk Rogt R. C. A. This unit 
would m0ve in r oar of 8 N. B. H. wi th the particular task of 
cover i ng th~ Votro crossinfs south of th~ Canale di B0nifica . 
Tho engineers would opon a r<'ut~ ~lrng tho contro line , and 
have assault boats r eady for uso by C. B. HiQu's if necessary. 
From first l i ght on 2 J an 45 close a ir suppor t would be 
availab l e t0 5 Cdn Ar md Bde, and low lcv(.. l a ttacks ( 11PIGS 11 ) 

woul d b o made on t he centre line and on the r nads loading 
west fr om it 0ver the Fosso Votro . Other weapons and equip­
ment , such a s Val untine bridge- l ayi ng t anks and crocodile s , 
would be availabl e if r oquirod . (5 Cdn Armd Bd0 0 . 0 . No . 5) 

296 . During the early hcur s of 2 Jan, Perth R. and 
Ir R. C. compl e t ed , without incident , the move forwa r d into 
the F. U.Ps . At 0500 hours , a s the arti ller y opened fir e on 
the initial object i ves , t ho two units , each with two compani es 
up, crossed the stra t line (487465 - 470467) - this lay 
r oughly 300 to 400 yards s outh ~f the Ger me.n F. D. Ls._ By 
0545 hours Perth R. e l ements had r oached the l ater a l t r a ck 
near its junction with the Vi a a l Ccnventello (476469) , and 
shortly aft e r an Ir R. C. company clear ed the h0us0s (482468) , 
on the t r ack, midway be tween tho Ps rths and tho r iv~r . Both 
units had met with oppos ition, the Irish killing 10 and t aking 
four prisoner s f r om I II/721 Jaceor Rcgt. On tho right near 
tho river , the Irish sub-uni t came undor heevy artiller y fir e 
as it crossed the st~rt line , suffered a number of casualties , 

••• t he Via Savarna (or Via Lamone ) . It follows the 
course of the abend0ned Lemone Canal - the river 
having turned eastward (488467 ) t0 cross tho Lamone 
f l ats . The road - a wide s e cnndar y one - runs 0n top 
of a 20 foot ombankmont ov~rl~oking the first vine­
bound fi elds and - s nuth 0f La Cilla - the br0ad 
t r e el ess fi e l ds cros sing tc Via Eosco . West of the 
road, the ca na l b ed has been planted with popl ar 
rows . They look a bout 15 years old. 

(Ita l y - Topo0r aphica l Notes , p . 34) 
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and became slightly dis organi-z.ad. It quickly reformed, how­
ever, and advanced to the houses at the river ~nd of the 
lateral track. There by 0800 hours after heavy fighting it 
consolidated , In the meantime the second company of Perth. R. 
had encountered stiff resistance , and for a time made little 
headway. At 0835 hours , however, this company, supported by 
a troop of s · N. B. H., achieved success . With the enemy 
defences along the latera l track broken, both battalions 
launched their fol l ow- up companies onto the final objectives . 
(W.D., H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde , January 1945: Appx 12 , 11 Cdn 
Inf Bde Operations Log , 2 Jan 45 ; W. D., Perth R., 2 Jan 45; 
W. D., Ir R. c., 2 Jan 45) 

297 . Supported by 1 tanks of 8 N. B.H., and with 
Tactical Air Force giving close and effective aid , the at­
tackers made good headway. By 1050 hours, Perth R. had 
cleared the junction of the Via a l Conventello near the small 
stream, Fosso Basilica, and captured 11 prisoners . Advancing 
against moderately heavy opposition from the enemy, they 
moved to the north of the Fosso Basilica, where by 1305 hours 
they had seized and occupied Casa Stasiol and the houses to 
the south of it near the Fosso Basilica (481 476 - 483478) . 
In the meantime the Irish, on their right, had cleared the 
Lamone dyke to just north of the bend in the river (4846). 
In addition Ir R.C . now held the l ine of the Via al 
Conventello to the south of the village with leading .elements 
of one company in the village itself. By 1445 hours , after 
a stiff fight in the course of which a Panther tank was 
destroyed by the fire of the artillery and mortars directed 
by the Irish company commander , Ir R. C. had consol ida ted at 
the northern edge of Conventello . This completed Phase I of 
Operation "SYRIA"Ji an eight hour action which had cost 
III/721 Jaeger Regt 73 prisoners plus a not inconsiderabl e 
number of killed and wounded . (11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations 
Log, 2 Jan 45; W.D., Perth R. 2 Jan 45; W. D., Ir R. C., 2 
Jan 45) 

298. From Mezzano, where they had harboured the 
previous night, the lead squadrons of 5 Cdn Armd Bde moved 
into position along the lateral track ln rear of 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde l ate that morning (2 Jan). Shortl y after midday, with 
the success of Phase I assured , 8 N. B.H. on the left and 
B.C.D. on the right commenced the advance . By 1337 hours 
8 N.B.H., following a north-north- west course across country, 
had r eached Casa Stasiol, the most advanced position of 
Perth R. · From there forward the rate of progress was fairly 
slow £or,although the ground was £lat, it was close 

and enemy opposition was being met from both flanks 
as well as from the front . This consisted for the 
most part of S, Ps . and tks firing from behind 
buildings and from the dykes of the Bandonato (sic) 
which commanded our whol e sector from the right . 

((H.S . )244C5 . 0l3(D4): History of Operations 
5 Cdn Armd Regt (8 N.B . H.) from 2 Jan 45 to 
14 Jan 45) 

On the right f l ank B. C. D. encountered a minefiel d south of 
Conventello which they had difficul ty in by- passing, and it 
was 1400 hours before the unit reached the north end of the 
village , By that time 8 N.B . H. had reached a point onl y 300 

A The code name assigned to the 5 Cdn Armd Div operation. 
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yards south of t he Strada Molinazza - a road running f rom 
west of the Fosso Vetro acros s the brigade front to a junc tion 
with the Via Lamone. As they attempted t o cross this road, 
the tanks encountered a ditch a long its near side, which, 
defended a s it was by "numbers of S. Ps . and Pan thers firing 
from the north" (.!£!.£), proved to be an anti-tank obstacle. 
As darkness· approached 8 N. B. H., now two squadrons strong, 
consolidated south of the Strada Molina~za about 400 yards 
eas t of the Fosso Vetro . { (H.S. )244C5 .015 (D6): 5 Cdn Armd 
Div Operations Los, 2 Jan 45 ; (H. S .) 244C5.013(D4): 9 Cdn 
Armd Regt (B.C.D.} Account of Ops , 1- 6 Jan 45) 

299. In the meantime at 1640 'hours , B. C.D. "having 
engaged all houses, bar ns and hays tacks on the way'" (B. C. D. 
Report .Q.12 cit), had a rr ived at the junction of Strada Molinaz za 
and the-Via Lamone . There the unit hal ted i t s advanc e and 
awai t ed the arriva l of C. B. Highrs , now ordered forward by 
Headquarters 5 Cdn Armd Bde. Apart from a few isol a t ed 
machine gtm posts , which had to b e cleared from the houses on 
both sides of the road beyond Conventello , the move north 
of the Highlanders was unevent ful . At 1930 hours the infantry 
unit linked up with B. C.D., and disposed for the night in 
squar e formation with t wo companies eche loned on either side 
of the Abbandonato,400- 600 yards north of the Strada Molinazza. 
Using a crossing over the l atter discovered by the infantry, 
a tz>oop of tanks cnossed and harboured for the night with t.he· 
right forward company. Later that night, to provide addi tion­
al protection for 8 N. B.H., a rifle pl atoon of C. B. Highrs 
took up position with that unit. During the advance so far, 
8 N.B.H. had t aken 29 prisoners and C, B. Highrs 19, while 
B. C.D. claimed two enemy S.Ps . and a Pant her knocked out. 
Casualti es suffered in both equipment and per sonnel by these 
units were a l most negl igib l e . (B.C.D . Report ; 5 Cdn Armd 
Div Operations Log, 2 Jan 45; (H.S . ) 244C5 . 0l 3(D4) : Report 
on Operations of the C. B. Highrs for per i od 2 Jan to 13 Jan 
45) 

300. For the night 2/3 Jan 45, Headquarters 11 Cdn 
Inf Bde order ed Perth R. to put out protective patrols on 
the left flank, while on the right Ir R.C. was directed to 
work eas t a long the north bank of the Lamone River, and 
secure the gr ound i n the vicinity of the demolished road 
bridge. There also the Irish would contact 7 H.K of 9 Ar md 
Bde coming up from the south, and . establish a protective 
screen behind which the engineers would construct a bridge. 
Since pa trols had reported enemy posts in the vicinity of 
the bridge , the I ri sh Commander decided t o put in a noisy 
attack using one rifle company and a t roop of 8 N. B. H. with 
additional fire suppor t on call from a squadron of B. C.D. 
and the divisional artillery. At 0100 hours . the I rish pushed 
off with the tanks moving along the dyke on their right in 
close support. Meeting only l ight opposition the attack 

· made good headway, and by 0320 hours Ir R. C. had secured the 
immediate vicinity of the crossing. At 0535 hours the 
Canadians con tacted 7 H,, and shortl y after engineer recon­
naissance parties arr ived. By early morning of 4 Jan 45 ,the 
latter had compl eted the construction of a Class 30 Bailey 
a t this place , (11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log , 2- 3 Jan 45; 
W.D,, H. Q. R.C.E . 5 Cdn Ar md Div, 3 Jan 45) 

x 7th Queen' s Own Hussars . 
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301 , At 0500 hours on the morning of 3 Jan, the enemy 
commenced shelling heavily along the Lamone Abbandonato be• 
tween Conventello and the church of S. Maria (498495) to the 
north of C. B. Highrs . This f i re continued until 0630 hours , 
and was followed by a s eriea of counter- attacks l aunched 
against ~.B. Higbrs . From the north- east down the dry river 
bed an enemy force , equipped with faus t patr&nen and with an 
estimated strength of 50 , put in the heaviest of these a t­
tacks against the right forward company . ~e fighting 
continued until 0800 h ours , by which timo C. B. Highrs bad 
beaten off all attacks , and inflicted considerable casualties 
on the enemy. In these actions the C~¥sd1an l vsses in person­
nel were slight, while equipment l os • .,,; included an infantry 
jeep and a B. C. D. t ank , the fir st destroyed , and the second 
put out of action , by faustpatronen fire . (W.D., C. B, Highrs , 
3 Jan 45; Report on Operations of C, B. Higbrs , Q£ cit; 5 
Cdn Armd Div Operations Log, 3 Jan 45) 

302 . But thes e attacks fai led to stop , or even to 
slow appreoiably, the advance of 5 Cdn Armd Bde . For, shortly 
after the fighting ceased1 both armoured units were again on · 
the move towards the Bonifica . On the left during the night, 
8 N.B.H. had discovered a crossing ovo~ the tanks obstaole 
on its front , and by 0830 hours had two troops a cross. Half 
an hour later the l eading squadron was underway . The countey, 
according to the unit r eport on those operations , was 

1f anything, rather worse than before . The fields 
were l ined with rows of low pollarded trees, 
between which the grapevines were supported by 
steel wires stretched about six to nine fe e t above 
the ground . Not onl y was tho visibility extremely 
bad , and limited in many places t o 40 yards between 
rows of trees , but the wires were forever catching 
in the turret flaps and restricting the free 
traversing of the turre ts . 

( Oper a tions 5 Cdn Armd Regt, ~ cit) 

Neverthel ess the tanks continued t o mako steady progress , and 
by 1349 hours had advanced some 2 , 500 yards north of Strada 
Molinazza to the track crossing a t Casa Giozol (494511). On 
the r ight , B. C. D. was now advancing on both sides of the 
Lamone Abbandonato. The right- hand squadron, which bad 
participated 1n the Ir R.c. engagement during the night , 
moved off from ! .ts harbour near the Lamons a t 0800 hours 1 
and at 1005 hours reached the Abbandonato and contacted C. B. 
Highrs . From ther e the squadron £ollowed a cross country 
course, for the r oad on the eas t side of the Abbandonato ran 
a long the top of the dyke in full view of the enemy to the r . 
north and west. On the opposite side of the Abbandqnato the 
sec ond B.C.D. sub - unit was a ls o making progress but agains t 
heavier opposition : 

During the advance t o PIGNATTA,x "C" Squadron 
encountered five sepa rate groups of enemy armour, 
which inc l uded self-pr opelled guns , anti-tank guns 
and tanks ••• 

(w.o., B. C.D. , January 1 945 : Appx A, 
Recommendation for the innnediate award 
of the M,C., 14 J o.n 45 ) 

a A building near the Abbandonato (at 502504) about 1, 500 
yards to the north of the Strada Molinazza junction • 

' . 
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By 1400 hours both s quadrons had reached t heir immedia t e ob­
jective for the day, a line at right angl es to the Abbandon ­
ato rWlning through the road junction (501503) at Pignatta . 
(5 Cdn Armd Di v Operations Log, 3 Jan 45; Oper a tions 5 Cdn 
Armd RegtJ B. C. D. Rep ort) 

303. Early in the after noon , the enemy ar mour on the 
5 Cdn Armd Bde front began t o move n orth t owards the Bonif ioa , 
and the advance quickened in pa oew CA1 the l eft 8 N. B. H. 
decided t o .make a dash f or t he Vi a Lamone bridge over the 
Cana l e di Bon1f1oa by- pass ing any oppos ition which mi·gh t 
r ema in. Shortl y arter 1400 hours the l eading tanks of t his 
\ll'l i t arrived a t the oanalc 

As C Sqn came near t he bridge t hey saw a l a r ge 
number of the enemy on the far bank , some of them 
dug in but ot her s s tanding i n t h e open and cl earl y 
ca ugh t by surpr i s e . C Sqn infl i cted heavy casual ­
ties on them. Whil e the r est of t he s·qn cover ed 
t h e a ppr oach e s and tile far bank f r om t he SOUTH- WEST, ... 
one t p of tks and a sec of Re ~c e Tp looked for al 
suitabl e pl a oe to go t up f r om the l ow ground t o the 

j highway and t o adv t o t he b r idge • When they f oun~ 
a sui t ab l e pl a oe a t p of tka adv f or the br but 
j ust us the fir s t t k was about t o drive on t he br, 
the br ws s blown l eavi ng gaps of 50 and 20 f ee t, 

(W. D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bda , 3 Jan 45 ) 

304. . Upon r e oe i p t of t he news of the des true ti on of 
the br idge, Br igadi er Cumber l and quickl y a l t er ed his p l an , and 
order ed B. C. D. t o start eastwar ds a t onoo , and se ize i n t act 
if pos sible the br i dge carrying the St r ada An t i oa del Bosoo 
over the Bonifica . As the l ow ground to the east wa s no 
1onger passab l e t o tank~ B. C. D. was compelled t o conti nue 
f orward al ong t he Abbandona t o as far as t he r oad junc ti on 
(509509) 400 yar ds south of t hu Bonifi oa , and t her e turn 
a l ong t he r oad running sou th- eas t towards the r ai l way . At 
1615 hours the squadron was a t s ome buil di n gs (517503 ) mid­
wa y b e t ween the Abbandona t o and tho rai l way , Ther e , after 
a short figh t with ~enemy i nfantry in whi ch it t ook 11 
pr i s oner s, B. C. D. hal ted i ts advance . Followin g a confer­
en oe wi t h General Hoffmeister, Briga dier Cumberland dis posed 
h i s c ommand f or the n ight wi t h t wo s quadrons of 8 N . B. H. and 
C, B. Hi ghrs s outh of t he Via Lam~~e br idge; Perth R., now 
under his c ommand , the r e,,,q1.n i ng 8 N. B. H. squadr on , and a 
s quadron of B. C. D., cover ing his left and r ear f r om the ar ea 
of Pi gnatta ; and the ma j n body of B. C. D. along the r oad 
between the Abbandona t o and t he pail way . In addi t ion h e 
or dered C. B. Hi ghrs t o a ttempt t o infiltra t e a orosa the 
Canal e di Bon i fiea duri ng t h e night. (B. C. D. Report; 
Operati ons of 5 Cdn Ar md Reg t ; 5 Cdn Armd Di v Oper ations 
L9g, 3 Jan 45 ; W. D., H. Q. 5 Cdn Ar md Bde , 3 Jan 45) 

305 . Earli er on 3 Jan , t o f ill the gap on t he l ef t 
f l ank whi ch t he i n t ended move nor t h of Perth R. would cr ea te , 
H. Q. 5 Cdn Ar md Div pl a ced Westmr R. under oommand H,Q, 11 
Cdn Inf Bde ,• Westmr R, arrived i n the Br i gade a r ea tha t 

~ At t he same tim~ R. C. R. came under oonnnund 12 Cdn Inf Bde 
t o r epl a ce the Westminster s as brigade res erve a t 
Villano~a (W. D., G.3 ., H. Q. 1 Cdn Inf Di v , January 1945 : 
Appx 75 , l Cdn Inf Di v Oper ati ons Log , 3 Jan 45 ) 
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afternoon and at once relieved Perth R. The positions taken 
over lay about 700- 900 yards back from the Fosso Vetro, and 
extended from the Strada Molinazza to just south of the Fosso 
Basilica . Three companies of 1 K.R.R . C. and elements of 
12 L . ~ held the line of the Via al Conventello between Westmr 
R. and Route 16 . (5 Cdn Armd Div Ops Log, 3 Jan 45; W.D., 
Westmr R., 3 Jan 45; 11 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, 3 Jan 45) 

306. Early in the morning of 4 Jan the enemy finally 
launched his long expected attack against the vulnerable left 
flank of the 5 Cdn Armd Div advance . At about 0430 hours two · 
enemy battalions, preceded by a half- hour artillery con­
centration, moved in on the 11 Cdn Inf Bde and 9 Armd Bde 
F.D.Ls. to the west and north- west of Conventello. Al ong 
most of the front the attackers failed to make headway, but, 
between the flanking companies of Westmr R. and 1 K. R. R.C., 
succeeded in cutting the Via al Conventello, and driving 
through along the track l eading west to within 500 yards of 
the bend in the river. By then, however, the gap had been 
sealed off by the defensive fire of the divisional artill ery , 
and the enemy was prevented from reinforcing his success . 
From the sides of the penetration Westmr R. and 1 K. R. R. C. 
kept up a steady volume of fire, and at 0745 hours a force 
composed of one company of Ir R. C. and a troop of 8 N.B.H . 
commenced to clean up the pocket . By 0900 hours the fighting 
had ceased, and the situation had r eturned to normal . (W.D. , 
H. Q., R.C . A. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 4 Jan 45; W.D. , 9 Armd Bde , 4 Jan 
45; W.D., Westmr R. , 4 Jan 45 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde Operations 
Log, 4 Jan 45) 

307. 1 To carry out this operation, for which he had 
entertained great hopes, the enemy had set up a comparatively 
substantial force consisting of three infantry battalions -
1 Bn 36 S.S . P, G. Regt, 16 S. S. Reece Bn and 26 Reece Bn, 
under the Commanding Officer of 36 S.S . P. G. Regt, Major 
Maier . The first two units named actually t ook part in the 
attack , but the third, which was held in reserve to exploi t 
a breakthrough, was never committed. The weak point in the 
plan, as S. S . officer prisoners admitted , was the difficulty 
of passing forward supporting arms over the multiple oanal 
obstacles east of Alfonsine . This difficulty was greatly 
increased by the D. A.F. , which from 0815 hours onwards con­
tinually bombed and strafed between the Vetro and the Senio. 
In the main, however, it was the skill and steadiness of the 
defending infantry coupled with the devastating defensive 
fire of the artillery that broke the attack . In this action 
some 200 of the enemy were taken pri soner and at least that 
many more killed or wounded . The defence, on the other hand, 
got off with very light los ses; Wes trnr .R . , t o gi ve an example, 
r eported only seven wounded. (W . D. , Westmr R., 4 Jan 45; 
5 Cdn Armd Div Intelligence Summary No . 103 , 4 Jan 45; (H.S . ) 
214B8. 023(Dl8) : Eighth Army Intelligence Summary No . 862) 

308. During the night 3/4 Jan , C, B. Highrs sent 
reconnaissance patrols to the south bank of the Canale di 
Bonifioa on either side of the blown bridge . These r oported 
a bank to bank gap of 80 ft with a water gap of 25 ft and 
some ice. Enemy troops in some strength were hol ding the far 
side . In vi ew of this information which appeared to rule out 
the possibility of a quick crossing of the canal in this area, 
Brigadier Cumberland at 0600 hours ordered B. C.D. to resume 

K 12th Royal Lancers (Prince of' Wal e 1 s). 

, 
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its advance towards the Strada Antica del Bosc o bridge . At 
once B. C. D. despatched a squadron a long the road to the south­
east with orders to cross the dyked irrigation canal , 11 
Canalone , and follow the r ailway north to the objective . The 
tanks reached il Canalone without difficulty but,due to the 
failure of two Ark bridge tanks to arrive , were unable to ge t 
across it . Accordingly at 0715 hours Headqu~rters B. C. D. 
ordered a second sub- unit to proceed to the area of the 
bridge via a more direct r oute along the south side of the 
Bonifica . The latter made good progress , and by 0850 hours 
its leading troops were within sight of the bridge , This 
they reported to be still intact but prepared for demolition , 
with enemy defences covering the approaches from the east and 
south out not from the wes t. Although unable to r each the 
bridge because of t he obstacle of il Canalone on their front, 
the tanks engaged its defences in a fire fight , When the fir­
ing had died down somewhat,a dismounted party cross ed il 
Canalone, removed most of the detonators, and cut the wires 
leading from the bridge , Shortly after an engineer party 
arrived to complete the task , and at 1210 hours declared the 
bridge safe for traffic.K By this time two companies or 
Perth R., now \lllder command B. C. D. , were moving forward on 
the tanks of the reserve squadron, while the first squadron 
had commenced t o cross il Canalone via a set of undamaged · 
siuice gates {521497) . By 1400 hours two squadrons of tanks 
and the Perths had reached the Strada Antics crossing. 
Accompanied by a squadron of t anks , a company of Perth R. at 
once moved over the bridge, and at 1500 hours occupied the 
road junction (546509) 400 yllrds to the north, taking ni.ne 
prisoners and two horses in the progress . B.C.D. then c on ­
solidated for the night, with one infantry company and one 
tank squadron north of the Bonifica , and a second company 
and tank squadron on the near side covering the approach es 
from the s outh , (5 Cdn Armd Div Operations Log , 4 Jan 45; 
B.C.D. Report; (H . S . )145 . 2Pl011 (D2): Report on the Operations 
of Perth R. for period 2 Jan t o 13 Jan 45; W, D, , H. Q. 5 Cdn 
Armd Bde, 4 Jan 45; \'~ . D . , 9 Cdn Armd Rep;t (B.C . D. ), 4 Jan 45) 

309 . In the meantime , in the left sector , C. B. Highrs, 
which at 1100 hours had returned to under command 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde, had finally established a crossing over the Bonifica . 
Earlier two deserters had entered the Canadian F. D. Ls . , and 
reported that their comrades on the nor th s ide were in a very 
demoralized condition . On the strength of this information, a 
C. B. Highrs patrol of eight men crossed the Bonifica , and at 

x To secure a bridge intact in the face of the enemy was a 
notable achievement , but this time , according to the 
following extract from an R. C. E, r eport, luck was with 
the Canadians : 

The two of them worked for i t hours and removed 
approximately one ton of explosives . During 
the operation their attention was drawn by an 
infantry officer t o the fact that their every 
ac tion was being watched by a German sol dier 
sitting in a slit trench practically beside the 
bridge . He had appar ently been eeta.iled t o blow 
the bridge but a lucky shot had c u t the main 
l eads fr om his exploder . 

({H. S . )244C5.3013(Dl) : Report on Work Done by 
R. C. E. 5 Cdn Armd Division on Exercise "SYRIA 11 

1 from 020500 to 071800 hrs) 
I 
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midday returned bringing with it 28 prisoners . At 1410 hours, 
Brigadier Johnston ordered the Highlanders to take immediate 
steps t q form a bridgehead. By l ast light, despite strong 
enemy fire in the vicini ty of the demolished bridge, the unit 
had three companies with anti - tank gun support holding a firm 
l odgment astride the Lamone Abbandonato . At that time also a 
squadron of B. C. D., wbich had cr ossed on the Strada Antica 
bridge, linked up with the 11 Cdn Inf Bde unit . Both b ridge­
heads remained on the alert for enemy counter- attacks , but 
the night passed uneventfully . Befor e first light a patrol 
of C.B . Higbrs returned fr om San Alber t o with a r eport that 
the enemy had withdrawn from the town . ((H . S . )145.2C5013(Dl) : 
Report on Operations of C. B. Highrs ; W. D. , C. B. Highrs, 4 Jan 
45; W, D. , 9 Cdn Armd Regt (B. C. D.), 4 Jan 45 ; 11 Cdn Inf Bde 
Operations Log, 4 Jan 45) 

310 . During the f ollowing two days (5 and 6 Jan) , 5 
Cdn Armd Div easily c ompleted the clearing of the enemy troops 
from south of the Reno and east of the Fosso Vecchio . For 
when the Canadians pushed out from their Bonifica bridgeheads, 
in the early morning of 5 Jan , their chief opponent, 741 
Jaeger Regiment,K was already on the move back to the Reno. 
On the left, during t he morning , C. B. Highrs , assisted by a 
squadron of B. C.D., cleareq and occupied San Alberto taking 
40- 50 prisoners and a considerable quantity of equipment . On 
the right the main body of B. C.D. tanks swept east , against 
negligible r esistance, along th e n orth bank of the Bonifica 
as far as the r oad junction ( 605540 ~one and one half miles to 
the east of Mandriole . There at las t light, together with the 
supporting company of Perths , they consolidated for the night. 
Meanwhile the B. C. D. squadron, which had supported C. B. Highrs 
during the morning had r e t urned to unde r its parent head­
quarters, and at 1400 hours headed out of San Alberto across 
country near the south bank of the .B,iume Reno . Meeting with 
n o oppositi on , and coming under only desultory shell- fire, the 
squadron made good progress , and , by 1600 hours, when it 
halted for the night, had advanced about three miles , It 
was then at a track juncti on (579538 ) a few hundred yards 
from the Reno and n orth-nor th-west of Mandriol e . During the 
same afternoon, C. B. Highrs t ook up firm pos 1 tions north of San 
Alberto and west of the Abbandonato between the town and the 
Canale di Bonifica . These positions they retained with minor 
changes until their r elief on 13 Jan . Earlier the divisional 
engineers had c ompleted a Class 40 bridge at the Via Lemone 
crossing over which e l ements of 8 N. B. H. bad then moved in 
support ir the Highlander s . (5 Cdn hrmd Div Operati ons Log , 
5 Jan 45; Operations of C. B. Highrs; B. C. D. Repor t : W. D. , 
H. Q. R. C. E., 5 Cdn Armd Div, January 1945 : Appx 1, Engr 
Sitrepa as at 1800 hrs, 5 Jan) 

K That the enemy intended t o b old the line of the Canale di 
Bonifica is revealed by the presence in the area of elements 
of his latest acquisition t o the Italian theatre . To sup­
port 741 Jaeger Regt he sent tho heavy company of III Bn 7 40 
Grenadier Regiment down the isthmus fr om Comacohio . This 
was one of the two infantry r egiments of 710 Inf Div which, 
acc or ding t o pris oners, arrived in Italy on 15 Dec, after 
a non- stop move from Norway . ( 5 Cdn Arm~ Div Intelligence 
StDlUI18.ry No . 106, 7 Jan 45) 
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311 . During the night (5/6 Jan), a Perth R. patrol 
probed to within 500 yards of the coast without cont acting 
any enemy. Before first light the following morning, Perths 
and B.C.D. moved from their harbour, near the canal, along the 
road leading north to the Reno ferry (614558) . About 600 
yards south of the river , however , the column encountered a 
l arge demolition in the road beyond which the tanks were 
unable to proceed. Continuing the advance alone, the Perths 
reached the river at 1000 hours . There they found a large 
quantity of enemy equipment, including 60 pack horses and 
mul es , but no sign of the enemy. Further evidence of the 
enemy withdrawal was received during the morning, when a Perth 
pa trol r eached Casal Borset t i (6352) on the coastr and found 
it unoccupied. To the south during the same day pa trols of 
12 L. , operating under 5 Cdn Armd Bde command , swept the 
narrow coastal strip from Porto Corsini to within a mil e of 
Casal Borsetti without sighting any enemy , Operation "SYRIA" 
was now fini shed , and at 1400 hours Perth R. and B. C.D. were 
relie~ed in the right sector by 12 L., command then passing 
to 9 Armd Bde. The two Perth R. compaDies t hen r e j oined the ir 
unit on the Abbandonato in the area of Pignatta , while B. C. D. 
moved south of the Bonifioa into reserve . (W. D., B. Q. 5 Cdn 
Armd Bde, 6 Jan 45 ; Per th R. Report .2E. cit; B. C. D. Report; 5 
Od.n Armd Div Operations Log , 6 Jan 45) 

312 . Throughout Operation "SYRIA" full use was made 
by the ground forces of the air suppor t availabl e . On the 
first day 17 6 aircraft supporting t be att ack of 11 Cdn Inf 
Bde, and the fol low- through advance of 5 Cd.n Armd Bde , drop­
ped 76 t ons of H. E . During the succeeding t hree days , in 570 
sorties, they dr opped a further 200 tons of H. E. Despite 
the fact t hat the targets wer e frequentl y very cl ose t o our 
own troops - at times less than 100 yards distant - the l at­
ter suffered no casualties during thesa attacks . ((H.S.) 
244C5. 013 (Dl0 ) : Report on Air Operations for 5 Cdn Ar md Div 
f or period 26 Dec 44 to 11 Jan 45) 

313. The A. O. Ps . proved particul arl y valuable during 
this operation, for the F.o.os . found it difficult to operate, 
due t o the lack of satisfactory O. Ps . , in this flat cl ose 
country; at a Press conference held at Headquarters 5 Cdn 
Ar md Div on 8 Jan , Maj -Gen Hoffmeister paid special tribute 
to the work of the flying O. Ps. , while 8 N. B.H. in their 
report on the operation r ecommended that in the future, 
weather permittin g , an A. O. P . be a l ways in the air on the 
r egimental axis. The Croco4iles fol l owed in the wake of the 
tanks throughout the operati on but wer e never used . The 
report of their parent unit, 12 R.T. R., speaks of the flame­
throwing tanks share in Oper a tion "SYRIA" as an "abortive 
vis 1 t", and complains that among various ot her t asks the 
crocodiles wer e told 11 to b e preJ.>ared to engage a TIGER tank 
and t o thaw the R . Reno" ((H. S . )234Cl . Ol 3(D22) : 12th Bn Royal 
Tank Regiment Account of Operations 29 Nov 44 to 11 Jan 45). 
R. C.E. 5 Cdn Ar md Div, on the other hand , made an impor tant 
and considerable contribution to the operation . In s lightly 
l ess t han six days, the engineers opened 46 miles of r oads , 
er ected six Bailey bridges totalling 450 feet in l ength , 
placed four ferries in operation , filled five craters , and 
built a barrel culvert . bmong other tasks, they located and 
reconnoi tred numerous minefields , in the process l ifting 
nearl y 300 mines of various types, and removed a lmost a ton 
of expl os i ves from the Strada Antica de l Bosco bridge . 
((H.S . )244C5. 0l3(D3): Notes by Hist Offr 1 Cd.n Corps taken 
at a Press Conf held at H. Q. 5 Cdn krmd Div at 1400 hours , 
8 Jan 45 ; Operations of 8 N. B.H.; (H. S . )244CS. 013(D3) s Notes 
on Operation "SYRIA ", 8 Jan 45) 
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314. The enemy ' s determination to smash the Canadian 
thrust cost him heavil y in personnel and equipment . From 
eight enemy battalions, elements of three divisions , commit­
ted against them, 5 Cdn Armd Div and 9 (Brit) Armd Bde took 
over 600 prisoners . Bis l osses in killed and wounded wer e 
equally large ; 310 enemy dead were counted in the area of 
opera tions , In contrast to this, Canadian killed numbered 
only 30 and wounded were 1n proporti on of 1-3 to German 
prisoner s . The considerable quantity of Ger man equipment 
which was destroyed or captured included eight Panther tanks, 
20 anti-tank guns , four self-propel led guns , four infan t r y 
guns and one 88 Imn gtm.. (Notes on Operation "SYRIA"; Notes 
at a Press Confer ence, .QE. cit) 

CLEARING THE GRllNAROLO SALIENT - 1 CDN INF DIV, 3- 5 JAN 45 
' 

315. While s 'Cdn Armd Div was carr ying out its 
successful a dvance t o the Valli di Qomacchio , 1 Cdn Inf Div 
was engaged in e liminating the enemy salient on the Corps left 
flank . (See Map 6). Ther e , on 3 Jan, 2 Cdn Inf Bde launched 
an attack from wi thin the 5 Corps s ector designed to outflank 
the enemy defences along the Navigl io at Granarolo .« As these 
operations wer e part of a general Eighth J..rmy plan to 
straighten its line a l ong its whol e front , 5 Cor ps s ent its 
56 Inf Div forward to the river west of Granarol o in conform­
ity with the Canadian advance. 

316. During the f irst two days or the New Year , 
while pl ans f or the 2 Cdn Inf Bde attack were b eing compl e t ed, 
there was little activity on 1 Cdn Inf Div fr on t . The first 
two days of January wer e clear and cold , and our air force 
kep t up a constant attack on anemy targe ts west of the Senio. 
On 2 Jan , 1 Cdn Inf Div Artillery and Mortars carried out a 
diversionary shoot across the f r ont 1n a id of the 5 Cdn Armd 
Div attack then going in on the right of the Cdn Cor ps . But 
the German fai l ed t o react and the f r ont remained quiet with 
very little retaliatory fire . (W. D. , G. S., H. Q. 1 Cdn Corps , 
January 1945 : hppx 9, Int Summary No . 198; W. D., H. Q. 3 Cdn 
Inf Bde, 1-2 Jan 45) 

317 . Meanwhi le on l Jan Lt- Col Bogert called t o-
gether his unit commanders and r epr esentatives of supporting 
arms and issued his orders for t he 2 Cdn Inf Bde attack, 
which was t o t ake place in three phases as foll ows : 

Phase I - P. P. C. L. I . was t o attack over the Navigl.1.o 
severa l hundred yards southwes t of Granarolo and 
form a br idgb.ead between the canal and the Fosso 
Vecchio . 

I On 4 Jan the followi ng t empor ary t actical boundary between 
5 Corps (56 Inf Div) and 1 Cdn Corps (1 Cdn Inf Div) was 
brought into effect : a ll inclusive 1 Cdn Corps 385288 -
380292 - roa d junction 375301 - line of road to 351315 -
348317 . The new boundary would be r econs idered on the 
conclusion of the curr ent operations . (W . D., G(Ops), 
H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div , January 1945 : hppx 5) . Tb.is boundary 
change placed Granarol o but not the area of the initial 
2 Cdn Inf Bde attack within 1 Cdn Inf Div sector . 




