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1. This narrative continues the serles of crticlal
reports dealing with the operations of the First Canadlpn
Army 1n North-West Europe. It describes the last phase of
the campaign from 2 Apr 45, at which time General HoD.G.
Crerar1s Headquarters assumed control of Canadian operations
east of the Rhine, to the signing of the instrument of
surrender by plenipotentiaries of the German Bl~h Command
at Field.Marshal Montgomery's T~ctical Headquarters on 4 May,
resulting in the cease fire order which became eirective at
0800 hours on the following day. This report is a direct \
sequel to Report No. 19 and is writton with particular
reference to the operations and activities of the divisions
under Lt-3en G.G. Simonds' command. Thera is no break in
chronology. The maps (G.S.G.S. Sheets) which especially
apply to the various parts of the narrative are noted with
the section headings throughout the report. Appendices "K"
to "G" are att_ched to this Report and cover the. operations
described.

THE SITUATION OF FIRST CDII IJlMY, 2 APR 45

2. On the morning of 2 Apr 45, the Army Commander
addressed a group of War Correspondents at his Headquarters
and summed up for them the story of the attachment of 2 Cdn
Corps to Second hrmy and its subsequ€nt return to his own
command.

Last night th6 2 Cdn Corp~ which up to that time
had formed pdrt of Second hrmy, returned to my
command. The ressor. .1 or t hi s detachmt1lnt of 2 Cdn
Corps for the Rhine crossing was the same basically
as put meny British formations under my command in
"Veri table" &nd at the. outset of that operation put
2 and 3 Cdn Inf Divs under command of 30 Brit Corps,
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1.0., the influonce of terrain or topography and
that of uvuilabl1i ty of cOlUlnunicnttons on the
grouping of forces. Until 2 Cdn Corps could clear
Emmerich, having worked downstroam from Roes, and
until Canadian Army could then bridge and establish
its own tr~ns-Rhlne cOrrL~nlc~tlons ~t Emmerich, I
could not effectivoly maintain or command 2 Cdn Corps.
Tho brid80 and its approaches wero completed at
2100 bra Yr0stord~y cv~nlngJ thirty-two hours after
the word I go II was g1 vcn to th(; cbi ef en61nccr J a
highly creditable job of work. Another bridge should
be completed by tomorrow.

(".D., G.O.C.-in-C., First Cdn
army, April 1945: Appx "A",
Romarks to ~arcosJ 2 hpr 45)

3. Of the tasks which lay ah0ad General Crerar
explained that his main a~d most Immcdlnte responsibility
was to SGcure the lino Almelo - Devonter. Thereafter ho
must force the Ijsscl river from the cast and cloar as far
west as tho 11ne u.peldoorn - Ottcrloo - Rcnkum so that tho
very important road and railway co~~unications of Nijmegen,
hrnhem, Zutphen, find Hengclo might be developed and used.
kS tho G.O.C.-in-C. pointed out, tt_ls opera-non, away from
Berlin inste~d of towards it, might soem a strange one, but
upon its success would depend the Army Group's future progress
into Germany proper, for the communi cot ion and maintenance
possibilities that th6se centr~s ufforded were essential to
Fi~ld Marshal Montgomery's intentions. (Ibid). '\hile Lt-Gcn
Simonds' 2 Cdn Corps attacked wostwfirds ucross the Ijssel
along the Devcnter - Zutphen front; 1 Cdn Corps w~s to undertake
an assault crossing of the lower Rhine ne&r hrnhem, capture
that pluce and securo a bridgehead ~bout it. Generel Crerar
also explained thct if this operction weB successfUl it would
speed up the start of the rail und road bridges at Arnhem and
he concluded " ... for th~t very reason it 1s ~lso important
to the hrmy Group LlS a. whole lf

• (Ibid, p(..ro. 11)

4. Besides the Ijss~l crossing, 2 Cdn Corps would
have another onerous tusk; th&t of developing un armoured
thrust into north-eust Hollund to cl~&r the enemy from that
area in preparation for the udvancc of the ~rmy into northern
Germany. To accomplish all this would require e 1ur3e force
and 80 the rlrmy Co~~under assigned to 2 Cdn Corps 1, 2 and 3
Cdn Inf Dl vs, 4 Cdn i~rmd D1 v, 2 Cdn J..rC'ld Bdo, a nd by way of
extra fest moving fire power, the two Canedian armoured car
regiments (1 Cdn Armd C. Rcgt (R.C.D.) and 18 -Cdo J.rllld C.­
RC3t~. This formidable mass constituted, in GcnLral Crerar's
own words, lib, very strong corpslt. (Ibid, para 12). With most
of ths available Canadien fighting for~ations opcrat~ng under
Lt-Gen Simonds l com~und the grc~tcr part of the other Canadian
Corps would, for the tim... being, be composed of Bri tish troops.
Lt-Gcn C. FOulkes now hOod 5 Cdn Armd Div and 49 (W.R.) Inf Div,
and in another few days 5 Brit In! Div was to be placed at his
disposal." (Ibid).

~ hctually 5 Brit Inr Div never ccme under co~~nnd 1 Cdn
Corps uS previously planned (Gcn rcll Crcr&r's Despatch,
27 May 45, £E cit).
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5. In his dir~ctlv~ to Gcn~rcls FOulkes and
Simonds on 2 ~pr, Gcncr~l Crerar reiterated his plena for the
two corps which he hed sct out 1n his previous directives
on 10 Mar and 24 M~r 45. (Sec Report No. 186, paras 182,
183). He olso added th~t Lt-Gen Si~onds would hove prior
calIon the resources which could b~ m~dc cval1~bl~ by First
Cdn .,..r:ny and 84 Group R.n..F. With those immense resources
behind him Lt-1cn Simonds' Int~ntion for 2 npr was to send 4
Cdn Armd Div to the north-cast to the arca of Borne and nolden,
which he had taken over from 30 Corps, to relieve cloments of
43 (W.) Div thero. His two infantry dlvlsi~ns wcro to continue
northward, 2 Cdn lnf Div lIpositionir1311 a brlgadG group about
DoctlnchEm, then one furth~r north abuut Hen~01o and Varden
and flnelly level wlth Zutphen and to the east, (about hlmen ­
Veldwljk - ~arken). 3 Cdn Inr Div was intended to keep up u
parallel progress on the left flank of the corps. It was to
held the area from Beck to Elton with one brigade, and try to
push out toward Zevenaar. The second orlgade would be
centred around Wehl; the third brigade was to get to the
area immediately south of Zutphcn, including Baak, Toldijk
and Stccnderon. ( ...D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, April 1945:
Appx 5, Intentions, 2 hpr 45)

6. Early on 2 kpr these plans began to take
shape, and as 2 Cdn Corps excrt~d pressure to the north
Lt-Gcn Foulkes' troops als~ swung into action to clear the
"island ll

, between Nijmogen £.nd 1'l.rnhcffi, thus ensuring tho
security of Lt-Gcn Simonds I left flenk.Jf. h.t this time the
dispositions of 2 Cdn Corps were as follows. On the extreme
left 9 Cdn Inf Bde togcth~r with clcmtnts of 7 Cdn Reece
Regt and 18 Cdn hrmd C. Rc~t wor0 holding a lin~ from tho
Village of Elten north-eastwards to the area of Lverbeek. 7
Odn Ini Bde w~s holdln6 Kildcr and prossing cl~se on ~ehl

with Regina R1f, while 8 Odn Inf Bde had its battalions in
rear of 9 Cdn Inr Ede's positi~ns with R. de Chaud moving up
to pass through ~chl with tho object of forcing th~ Oude Ijssel
ncar Leeg - Keppel. Between 7 Cdn Inf Bdc and the Oude Ijssel
the divisional recunnaissancc regiments were in full control
with 7 and 8 Cdn Recce Robts in contact south of ,ajnbergen.
In the centre the forward troops of 2 Cdn Inf Div (R.H.C. and
R. de Mais of 5 Cdn In! Bdo) were strongly established north
of Doetinchem, which h~d b~6n taken by Calg Highrs with the
assistance of 8 Cdn Reece Re~t. 6 Odn Inf Bda wes at this
time some 6000 - 7000 yds to thv rear, with S. Sask R. in
Terborg, Camcrons of C. near Etten bnd Fus M.R. around
Veldhunten and Ulft. South-west of Ulit, but re~dy to move
up, wes 4 Cdn Inf Bda with orders to advance on the axis
Terborg - Zelhem - He~lo - V0rden and secure a bridgebe~d

over the Twente Canul. (~-i.Ds., H.Q. 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 Cdn
lnf Sdes a.nd Units, 1-2 hpr 45; i.EF: 45/2 Cdn lnf Div/C/H,

~ This operation, known as lIDestroyer" called for a two
phase attack, the first by 49 (v.R.) Inf Div OL the ri6ht
commencing at 0600 hra 2 Apr; th€ sscond by 11 Cdn Int
Bda on the left and tlm~d to start at 1730 hrs or later.
(~EF: 45/1 Cdn Corps/C/F, Docket l, folio 1: Summa.ry of
Ops 1 Cdn carls, 1-14 ;'pr 45; slso "EF: 45/First Cdn ,;rmy/C/H,
Docket V: Apr 1 1945: Li~lson Officers Reports, 01200 h).
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Docket I: Ops Log, hpril 1945, Serial 2619; also see map
" h" attached to this report, "Situation of' 2 Cdn Corps and
Flanks" at 0200 h,:lUrs, 2 Apr 45). The present task of 2 Cdo
hrmd Bda wcs to provide immod1ate support for the advance
northward. To this end 10 Cdn nrmd Re3t was supporting
2 Cdn Int 1)1v, 27 Cdn Hrlud Re~t Wf,i.S supporting 3 Cdn Int Dl v,
cnd 6 Cdn hrmd Regt was still west )f the Rhine but under
orders to cross the river shvrtly. C·i.Ds., 6, 10, snd 27
Cdn nrmd ReBts, 1-2 ~pr 45)

7. On the right betwe~n D(..~tlnchem end Ruurlo
lIn" Sqn 18 Cdo ':J'md C. Regt had bc .... n roc.min,;'; freely for the
past twelve hours and, together with th6 Royals ~f 8 Brit
Armd Bda, h~d secured most of th~ vital points as f~r as
the outskirts of Lochorn, which troops of 30 Brit Corps
(129 Bde of 43 ("ii.) Inf Div) were investing. (Ii.D., 18 edn
hrmd e. Regt, 1-2 Apr ~5). The remainder of 43 (~.) Inf
Div was occupied in s~eeping 6astwards along the south bank
of the Twente Canal past Dicpenh~im. On the extreme right
Gds rmd Div were fighting in Oldenzaal and east of Enschede.
Behind the Guards, in the area of Groenlo, 3 Brit lnr Div was
concentrated and ready to follow up th6 ar~ourcd advance.
(AEF: 45/Second Army/e/D, Docket I). The intention of 30
Brit Corps was t~ c~ntinue its thrust t~ the n0rtheast using
Ods Armd Div, with 3 Brit lnf D~v in close attendance while
the ~essex Divisi0n would, on rulief by 4 Cdn hrmd Div, advance
to seize Hengelo and safoguurd Lt-Gen Horrocks loft flank.
(Ibid).
----:.

8. 4 Cdn hrmd Div was by this time divided into
two str~ng battlo groups. Lion group (Brigadier J.C. Jefferson,
D.S.O.), consisted vf H.Q. 10 edn Inf 8de, 29 edn Armd Reece
Regt, 21 edn Armd Rs~t, Alq R., A. & S.H. of C., 10 edn Indep
M.G. Goy, 9 edn }~ Sqn R.C.~., 15 edn Fd Amb and 14 edn A. Tk
Bty. The tesk of this group was first to establish itself in
the Ruurlc - Lochem area, relieving whatever units of 43 (n.)
Int Div remained ther~, and then soize crossing places over
the Twente Canal to the ecst and w~st of Lvchem. Tiger group
comprising H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde (Brigadi£r R.w. Mvnccl, D.S.C.,
O.B.E.,), 22 and 28 edn I.rmd Re~ts, Lske Sup R. (Mot), Line
and aalld R., os well ~s 23 edn Ftl Regt (S.F.), 96 edn A.Tk
Bty nnd 12 Cdn Lt Fti amb, weB to pass through Lion Group and
odvence eastwards against Dolden. ( ..EF: 45/4 edn Arm Div/e/F,
Docket I: FOlio 13, liThe Final Punch", Ops and hctivities of'
~ edn I.rmd Div, 30 Mar - 5 May 45). <rum thair first concentra­
tion area east or tho Rhine at Speldrop anG Bl~nen tne battle
groups were allotted another more advanced concentration area
about ~estendvrp (0975), end early on the mornin~ of 2 Apr
Lion Group began its move ncrthwardj meanwhl1e Tiger Group
stayed back some dlstanc~ waiting for jevelopments ahead.
(Ibid, and ~.Ds., G.S., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Div and Sd~s, 1-2
Apr 45).

9. Thus the advance of 2 Cdn Corps against the Twenty-
.fifth Gelman Army was to be made in echelon form lticn, wi th
Second British hrmy ~n its rl,ht plungin6 deep into the Reich
e.lon~ the c..xis Hengelo - Nordh~rn - Lin3en. On tht; eastt:lrn
flank of 2 Cdn Cwrps would bu 4 Cdn firmd Div dircct~d on
objectives many -miles ahead. In the centre 2 Cdn Inr Div's

~ 4/Summ: e.I.G.S./2/6, C.I.G.S. ~ar Cffice Summary No. 302,
0715 hours 3 Apr 45, Map "h" attached.
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m~dest aim W35 to cross the Twente Canal, while to the west
and working up alonE, the Ijssel River the 1I'later Rats" of :3
Cdn Int Div WJuld be diroctej on Zutph~n. The advance of
the armour would be, it w&s estimated, 48 hJurs ahead of
2 Cdn In! Div and 72 h;,mrs ahead of the "Water Rats". This
difference 1n time w~uld kc~p the three formations 1n their
relative pcslticns 1n the Bohslon. ('.V.D., G.S., H.Q. 4 Cdn
Armd Div, April 1945; Appx 8, notes on forthcoming Ops, :3
.';pr 45, see also Hlst Sec Report No. 19, Operation "Plunder"
145-148 inclusive for anomy picture, 1 Apr 45)

7 GDN INF BDE'S ;'T'ri.GK ON "EHL J.ND
THE EXPLOITATION WEST"nHD, 2-3 APR 45*

10. Meanwhl16 on 3 Cdn Inf DivIs front the
operation to seize ~ehl had begun. ht 0400 hours Regina
Rif sent two companies forward, e~ch with a section of
~usps under cO~Jand. The plan of attack was based on the
infcrmation gain~d by thE: battalion1s patrols durin£ the
past few hours. The attack went in arter a heavy artillery
and !J1ortc.r concentration, "Btl Coy on the right of the main
road into the t::>vffi, "",," Coy on the left. The objective of
these twv sub-units was the southern portion or th~ villa8e.
Once it was 1n our hands tho remaining companies would take
on the northern half. On account or the darkness it was not
deemed advisable to use armour for the initial phase.
Opposition to the advance wes fairly stiff, but by 0600 hours
"11." and "B" Cays were cons.::olidatlng and the second phase went
1n supp..)rted by tLnks l'r.Jm 27 Cdn J.l.rmd Rogts. lIe" and liD"
Ccys met determined resistance but, by 0930 hours, had gained
their objectives. ;~n official account of thE: attack states:

The methods of th~ enemy in this particular rearguard
were effective. A few average troops with stern
N.C.a. leadership, well supported by S.P. guns and
mortars meant a serious delay and caused at least
one brigade to deploy and one bn to attack.

(nEF: 45/3 Gdn In1' D1 v/C/p,
Docket V: F0110 V, Op "PLUNDER"
(Capture 01' ~ehl) prepared by
He61na R11', 31 May 45 and Report
No. 26: Op "PLUNDER" by 7 Cdn In1'
Mc)

The succoss of Regina Ri! at ~dhl was m..)st commendable, since
in about five h~urs fi3hting th~ Reglnas had trounced a force
of over 200 enemy and taken over 70 prisoners. (Ibid, also
~.D8., H.~. 7 Gdn In1' Bde and Regina R11', 2 ;'pr 4~

K Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4083, Holland, 1:50,000, Sheet
40 - Ji.rnhcm.
G.S.G.S. 4414, Eastern Holland, 1:25,000,
Sheets 4002 - Zcvenanr and 4003 - Doetlnchom.
A.lso ppx !tB".
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11. By this timo 1 C. Scot R. had been ordered
forwurd with Instructl~ns t~ dispatch e company battle group
(with tanks, carriErs dud mortars) to capture the bridge
across the Oude Ijssel at Laae Keppel (967B). These orders
however w~re svon chanced and the entire br13ade was switched
westwards 1n the dlr€ctl~n of Zevenaar and Didam. The thrust
northwards now became tne responsibility of 8 Cdn Int Bde.
(~EF: 45/3 Cdn Inr Div/C/F, Docket V, Report No. 26, as above).
The first un! t to move west t·r-.lm ,Ish! was R•.~IP8 Rif led by
lie" Coy and supportti.) by tanks and some self-propelled 17 pr
guns, but the enemy weB apparently not in any way awed by the
sight of this w~ column. The advancing trcops were met with
a hail of fir6 RS svon as they left the Village, and d6ployment
became necessary. The battalion Co~,ender, Lt-C~l L.R. FUlton,
D.S.C., now ordered IIC" Coy to hold its ~ound, ":~" Coy to clear
the wo~ds to the left of the main axis, I Ell Coy to continue
along the r.:le.d, and lin" Coy t.) swine cut to trie right to secure
the right flank. F~r the next few hours small arms fire hindered
progress but by m1dni~ht "n ll and Rail Coys had cleared their
allotted arens end "C Coy had recched thE. crossroads 1,000
yards eest or Lon (9074). Casu~l.ties so rar had been light
and prisoners few. rtt about 0100 hours 3 Apr, "Il ll Coy pushed
on through t::J occupy Loil follOWed by lin" Coy. The occupation
here was of short duration for at 0400 hours orders were
received to move on to lcvenaar. Th€ R. upg Rif pushed off at
0530 hours, passed through Didam which ~~s now hold by 1 C.
Scot R., and by 0800 hours Wbre 1n the town. The remainder
~f the day passed wlthout incident except for routine patrols,
one of which, by lin" Coy, travellod a-,out 1200 yards up the
north-west road from Zevenaar but found no sign of the enemy.
Meanwhile nAil Sqn 7 Cdn Recco Rest, which had for the past
twelve hours been working along the flank ~ehl - Luil, worked
boldly to the north snd by the morning ~f 3 npr was tapping
the southern approaches to D~esburg. (w.ns.~ R. ~pg Rif, 7
Cdn Recce Re;t, 2-3 kpr 45; also Op lIpLUNDER I: 7 Cdn Inf Bde
Report No. 26 as above).

12. 1 C. Scot Rls. advance on nid~m was carried
out in the bGst traditions of the military text books.
HaVing gathered forty prisoner:!£ in the original task from which
they were recalled earlier on 2 rtpr, the Scottish had set out
for Didam at about 1800 hours and had advanced cross-country
between the Winnipegs l ~xis and the railroad to the south.
The first sign of opposition in tne w,Jods b:,:;rdarin..;; the rail­
way line was quickly jenl t wi th by "C lI Coy, which w~s leading,
and aftQr a sh~rt fierce fi 6ht the infantry gatherLd anoth~r

twenty prison~rs f~r thG loss of four men. Th~ move continued
but after a While "C II Coy was again fired upon. This time tbe
flam~-thrv~~rs were whipped into play and the 6nemy crumbl~d.

No longer hamp~red, the bsttal~on consolidat&d ne~r Holthuizen
(9173) ~d patroll~d to contact, ba&~lng a rurth~r thlrteen
d&mJralized enemy soldiers. Tho next step westwards was Dida~

and itA" and lin" Coys were instructed to press on by way of LviI
to the north, while the other tw~ co~panies to,Jk the shortQst
direct route fram Holthuizen. Shortly after midnight Lt-Col
L.S. Henderson set out to L.lllow uB Il and "C" Cays and by 0500
hours 3 hpr 1 C. Scot R. were solidly settlGd in Dida~ having
collected yet another twenty-five prisoners en route. (W.Ds.,
H.Q. 7 Cdn Inr Ede, 1 C. Scot R., 2-3 hpr 45).

.. 858 Grenadier Regt, 346 Inr Liv, ..EF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Di v/L/F,
Locket I: 3 Can Inf Div lnt Summary No. 93, 2 Apr 45.
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13. Reginn Rtf hnd, so fnr, n~t moved from ~chl,

but early on 3 J:..pr Lt-Cul b..S. Grebory was asked to clear
the woods south-west of the village and along the roads
leading to the north-west, this being but a part of the
brigadier's plan to ensure that the complete eres between
the river Ijssel cn the n0rth and west, the River Oude
Ijasel on the east, anu the Pnnnerdensche Kenaal and the
Rhine on the SJuth was free of the enomy_ ~ b~~d portion
of this ground was already kn~wn to be clear, but the balance
was sub-dlvljed so tnat each battali0n anc the supporting
squadron of the Rec0nnalssance Regiment had deflnlts zones
of respcnslbl1ity. This task was co~pleted on the ~orDln6

of 4 A.pr. Pi .D., Regina Rif, 3 hpr 45 j also? Cdn In! M.e,
CE "PLUNDER", Report No. 26 J as above).

8 eDN INF BDE REACHES THE OUDE IJSSEL, 2-3 J,.PR 45"

14. ,",hile Brigadier T.G. Giosoo's formation had
boen employed west of flahl, 8 Cdn Inf Bdc had struck out
for Laag Keppel and the bridging sites across the Oude Ijssel.
T~is advance began at 1300 hours on 2 Apr with Q.O.R. of e.
leading the way. "C II Coy on the It;lft did not have much trvuble
in coverin3 the first thJusand yards of the main r~~d but the
supporting tanks had a few tense mom~nts in disposing of an
enemy solf-propelled gun which tJok our troops on as they
crossed the start line. By 1400 hours both "C", and "31t Coy
which was operating an the ri~ht, had galned sufficient ground
to allow the other sub-units to pass throughj "h." Coy t.:l:>k
up the attack left of the road and "D II Coy went past liB" Coy
on the right. The enemy here did not seem to be tCJ well
organizedj certainly he showed no stomach for close quarter
fighting; he would snipe until the Canadians closed in, then
surrender (W.Ds., N. Shore R., ~.O.R. cf C., 2-3 ~pr 45;
also AEF: 45/3 edn Inf Div/e/F, Docket V, Special Report No.
30: Op "PLUNDER", Q.O.R. of C., Phase 2).

15. The next few hours saw ":..11 Coy blast its way
beyond Eldrik (9577). The tanks hac pressed on ahead of the
infan try, "brewing" everythinJ; in tneir path and setting a
fast pace for the foot s.JldiE:rs. hO enemy mortar posl tion was
overrun intact and by the cnd of the day seventy-five prisoners
had been taken. N. Shore R. had by this time also moved up
to attack westwards. h.t midnight "i~1I Coy waS firm around the
crossroads at Eldrik (north of Vogelhar s t (9576» wi th "D"
Coy around the farm some 600 yards east of Eldrik. To the
rear "B" and "C" Ceys held the r0ad from Fokkenkamp (9575) to
Kelder (9675). (Ibid). The advance by Q.O.R. of' C. was resumad
at 0130 hours 3 J-..pr whE:n "BII Coy was lcunched through "~11 Coy
to attack the south~rn hal£ of Laag-Keppel (9678). The troops
found the bridge acro~s the river d~nolished but rirmed up near
it until relieved by R. de Chaud, at 0630 hours (Ibid).

16. The venture by N. Shore R. west from Eldrik
was highly successful; by 2359 hours the battnllon was firmly
astride the road about l500 yards west of Eldrik and patrolling

.Ji. RefoE.;renc€ maps: hS foJr para 10. Also Appx IIB".
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west towards Bover~eer (9178) (although this area had been
reported c16ar by 7 Cdn Reeca HsLt) and north tu the Gude
Ijssel. (W.D., N. Shore R., 2-3 l~pr 45). Later, on the
morning of 3 hpr, N. Shore R. swung on to the northern route,
having received orders to concentrate prior to attempting a
crossing of the river. {Ibid, also 3 Cdn Inr Div Ops Log,
3 rlpr 45, Serials 10, 25)~s so~n as Brigadier J.h. Roberts
heard that the bridges on his front were useless, he ordered
R. de Chaud up to relieve Q.O.R. Jf C. whose pa~rols to the
waterway had been driven back. This relief had hardly been
completed however when R. de Ohaud was hastily enbussed and
directed to move back around and through the 2 Cdn Inf Div
positions above Dvdtlnchem with the object of entering the
eastern part of Lang Keppel froi,1 the north. (Op "PLUNDER",
Q.O.R. of C., Specinl Report No. 30, Phnse 2).

THE OUDE IJSSEL IS CROSSED BY 8 CDN INF BDE, 3 bPR 45"

17. hS R. de Chaud set out on its long journey,
N. Shore R. manaoed to 6et a plato~n across the river which
is approximately twenty-five yards wide at a point south-west
of Hoog Keppel (9479). (Map O.S.O.S. 4414, Sheet 3903 ­
Steenderen). This bridgehead was established without undue
trouble and the relnforcmncnt of it began immediately while
enbin6~rs started a bridge. Q.O.R. of e. on the ri3ht also
crossed th~ river unopposed early that afternoon and settled
comfortably in the north-west section of the town. (Ibid:
and h.Ds., Q.O.R. of C., 5 Aprj also 3 edn Inf Div Ops Log,
3 Apr 45, Serials 33, 56). At this point, R. de Chaud made
its appearance north of the Oude Ijssel only to find that
Brigadier W.J. Megill's 5 Cdn Inf Ede had bounded forward
with great dash from its positions nOI',th of Doetlnchem and
were in solid occupation of most of the area previously
allotted to R. de Cheud. (~.D., H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf Sde, 2-3
Apr 45).

18. It may do well at this time to point out that
the exploitation of 5 Cdn Inr Bde was not part of any co­
ordinated eft'ort with Brigadier Robcrt~l troops. It came
about purely from initiative on the part of 5 Odn Inf Bda,
which appreciated the imnedlate needs of the flanking
formation and having carried out its own task succassfully
proceeded to exploit solely t~ assist its nei~hbour. It can
be placed on record 8S a first class example of unstinted
co-operation by troops who ware ~lready weary from several
days fighting but who nevertheless had an ever-open eye
toward the COm..110n object. (i'i.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps,
hpri1 1945, h.ppx 3, Ops Log, 3 hpr, SGrial 13). Both N.
Shore R. and R. de Chaud lost no tim6 in going forwardj by
1900 hours R. do Chaud had reached Drempt (9180) and N. Shore
R. was firmly consolidated on eith~r side of the i1ighwc.y
south of Haag-Keppel. (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 3 hpr 45,
Seriala 80-85)

x Referenco map: G.S.j.S. 4414, 1:25,000, Eastern
Holland, Sheot 3903 - Steenderen.
Also Appx liB".
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19. The security of the linti Hoog-Keppel -
';,jehl - Zevcnaar - DldaCl freed 9 Cdn Inf Bde from further
duty south of the Dude Ijsscl, anj at 1230 hours on 3
apr Br13adler J.M. Rockin:::;hwn's battall:ms, l.:.d by "B" Sqn
7 Cdn Reece Regt and S.D. & G. Hi~hrs, began the trek
which was tv carry them 310n6 tho axis Doetinchcm - Hummelo ­
Told!jk - Baak and on to Zutphcn. Mej-Gen H.H. Ke3fler's
intention WIlS for 9 Cdn Inf Bda to establish a flrf.'l base
north of Bank (9788) preparatory to a set-piece attack on
Zutphen. 8 Cdn Inf Ede _as to hold Laag-Keppel with one
battalion, the hibb ~round north-west of Laag-Keppel with a
secon~, whlle the t_lrd unit to~k on Doesburg. Brigadier
Gibson's formation wns to complete the clearance of it 5 present
area. 7 Cdn Reece RCGt wes tu protect th~ divisicnal flank.
(AEF: 45/First Cdn hrmy/C/H, Docket V, ~pril 1945: Liaison
Officer Rep.rts, 031500).

3 CDN INF DIV nDVANCES TO SEClffiE THE LEF'J' FUd~K:

THE APPROACHES TO ZUTPHEN, 3-4 APR 45K

20. The S.D. & G. Highrs had had no trouble
securing their first obj eetive on 3 Apr - the bridge (9582)
acr~ss the stream n~rth of Hwa~tlo was captured intact without
opposition and by 1650 hours the Glengarrians had consolidated
with their forward troops at Toldijk. Nth N.S. Hi3hrs
then passed through their t1j"u Coy and by f'ollJwlng the highway
north reached the ro~d junction (9687) near Baak. Since
opposition was non-existent, the other three companies
quickly cJvered thE intervening or~und to ccnsulidate to the
right und rear of "A" Coy. (::.Ds., H.i.. 9 Cdn Inf Bda, S.D.
& G. Hi.hrs, Nth N.S. Highrs, 3-4 Apr 45). Patrols Wdre
immediately s~nt out 1n all directions; ene carrier section
cootacted trvops of 2 Cdn Inr Div 00 the ri&ht flank, another
journeyed westwards to Bronkhorst, ~nlch was found clear
of enemy, and liD" Coy movej through that village to guard the
river crossin;s boyon:i 1 t. J.t this point a short, sharp action
occurred when liD" Coy, in c.:.Jnjunction with the carriers,
cleared the dykes. ~vhil!;i liD" Coy was thus employed, "B n Coy
exploited to the north-west of Baak. (Ibid).

21. By midnight t~c brigade was geLerally
firm~d up except for "D" Coy of Nth N. S. Hlghrs, which had
and uncomfortable time under he&vy shellfire on the left
and suffered several casualties. (Ibid). H.L.I. of C.
having pass~d throug~ the North Novas-earlier got as far
as De El ter (9691), a tiny bamlet on the eas t bank of
the Ijssel river, but here the onemy was oncountered in
greater stren6th and the leading e16ments of H.L.I. of C.
dug in on the 11ne Which ran roughly from De Elter eastwards
to a pOlnt some 800 yards notth of De Zwaan (9791). Patrols
were laid on for the nlgPt and the battalion probed the
enemy's line. (;,.Ds., H.L.r. of C., 27 Cdn hrmd Regt, 3
hpr 4 5). The many lone stI'etches of open 6round which the
infantry themselves could not explore were well ta~6n care of
by "C" Sqn 7 Cdn Rocce Rf.l£,t, whose small sc:)ut cars roamed
far and wide on elt~er side of th~ advancing foot soldiers.
(IV.D., 7 Cun Reece Robt, 3 ,.pr 45; also 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log,
as above, 3 Apr, Serials 59, 63, 4 hpr; Serials 8, 9, 10, 13).

K Refer6nce map: G.S.G.S. 4414, 1:25,000i Eastern H~lland,
Sheet 3803 - l..utphen. A so App,X "B •
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22. On the foll~wlnE day, Brlcadler Rvckln5ham's
men went forward again. As H.L.I. of C. made slow but
steajy prohress on tee left, S.U. & G. Hi~trs were swung
around them to thE; rl-.:ht, their objective being tho area
of Leesten (9793). ·,;-lth "a" and "e" Cays leading, the tro::lps
slugged their W&y torward all day, meeting fanatlcel resistalce
from young Germans, whJ, accvrdin~ tJ =0& prisoner, had only
recently arrived from central Gernany. By 1700 hours,
howevor, "ell Coy was across the rOc;.d north-east of' Leesten,
wi th II B" Coy at 0verke..t;;p (9793) tv the west. Opposl t1...n
was cxtrerr.ely touED and croc~dlle8 were requested 1n order
t.:> inJuce the enEi:1.Y to give Er.;un. In jue time llJ~" :lIld liD"
Coys supp,;orteJ by cr:-;c::>dl1cs J wore cOr.tr.~lt ted, wi th the
result that by 2135 h~urs, th~ battalion was wbll settled
on the stretch of r:>ad above Lcesten. (..i.D., S.D. & G.
Highrs, 4 Apr 45). Meanwhile th~ Nth N.S. Hi&hrs nad Jona
into acti~n ~n the ri~ht of the Glengarrians, and were on the
way t~wards "arnsv.~ld (9694). After a short delay due to the
absence of amour, "h" and "B" Coys commenced their advance
810n6 the w~st side of the Vorden - Zutphen railway. (Ibid).

23. The leading tro:>ps debussed in the small
woods astride the highway naar Bookendaal (0092), then
m0ved forward on foot at 1730 hours, accompanied by some
tanks of 27 Cdn il.rmd Rc...,t. "n." Coy followed the highway,
"all Coy the road to the riGht of it. Of the two routes,
the left-hand one provided the more difficulties, for the
houses along it harbour~d many 8 dGtermined sniper, and
each building had to be carefully approached and cleared.
The resultant delay complicA.ted matters, especially since "Bit
Coy hsd met hardly any rosistance and was well ahead on the
right. The ri5 ht column therefore was ordered to hold until
the left caught up. By 2300 h.;,;urs, "hll Coy was able to report
that its p.:lsitlon was "s lif)ltly south-east of tho hospital"
noar Groot Graflol (9794), and that 18 fanatical young
prisoners had been taken. nt this staee the roar companies
wero )rdered t3 cluse up an~J as soon as they had done so,
the advance was te.ken up aGain. (j'.. D., Nth N.S. Hibhrs,
4 Apr 45). aut, as we shall aeo, thE s6allng off of Zutphen
by way of ~arnsveld was t~ be a lone, tryinG and blo~dy

business. (Ibid) .

8 CDN INF BDE DRIVES NORTH TO:,nRDS ZUTPHEN, 3-4 APR 45"

24. ~hil6 9 Cdn Inf £de covered the southern
routes towards Zutphen 8 Cdn Inf Bde had been extremely
busy. Havln~ reached the northern benk o£ the QUde Ijssel
on 3 pr, all these battalions wGr~ able to enjoy a short
rest. R. dd Chaud was at Drempt (9280) probing the defences
of Doeaburb which lies to the wwstj N. Shore R. was firm
west \)f Ho.;g Keppel and the IIQuc.t..n 1 s uwn ll occupied the wo~ds

K Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4~14, 1:25,000, Eastern Holland,
Sheeta - 3902 - Docsburg, 3803 - Zutphen,
4003 - u~etinBhom, and 3903 - Steendercn.
Also ;"ppx "8 11

•
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between thet plnce and Lo.ag Keppt.,;l to the south-east. Tho
period of respi te hewever was nut to be a 10n£ one; for on
the m... mlng of 4 {,,-pr, N. Shore R. was directed to the north
to relieve Nth N.S. rtlc hrs of 9 Cdn Inf Bde. The New
Brunswick inf... ntrymen moved off elld by 1200 h:)Urs were
occupying a qUlot position (963868) astrid. the highway
h~lf wny betwe_n Baakschemark (9786) and Covik (9486).
From tbis p?sition standinf patr01s of "A" Coy were placed
far to the w(:st near Br::mkhorst end lieu Coy went Borne distance
forward to relieve clements of h.L.!. of C. Here tae N.
Shore R. remained until reliov.; by C.h. of O. (M.G.) on the
next day. (Iii.D., N. Shore R., 4-5 .apr 45).

25. Q.v.R. of C. had also jcurncyed further
~orth. At 1300 hours 4 hpr J the rifle companies sat out,
1I11." to occupy Eekhoorn (9285), "B" to Zwaarte Schaar (9283),
"ell Coy to RodenburG (9284) and "nil along the Hoafkenschestraat
(9383) • 11 AU and "C" Ccys were the only ones to have any tr:u. bIe;
an enemy self-propelled gun ~ngabod the advancing troops
from the other side of the Ij sse 1 river and each sub-uni t suffered
four casualties. The night came and passed without furthEr
incident, apart from a few moments of heavy shelling which
did no da~age. The general inactivity of the past twenty-four
hours was to be &)precietad all the m~re before the cloarance
of the river-bound area aheaj would be complete. (~.D., Q.0.R.
of C., 4 .k.pr 45; also 3 Cdn Inf Div Jps Log, 5 Apr 45; Seriall).
FUrther to the south, west of Drempt, R. de Chaud having patrolled
boldly towards DoosburE, reported the ~ld city stroo~ly held.by
o16",ell1ls of 951 Grenndier Rei't of 361 Inf Div: (Ibid)! also
F~rst Odn Army Intelligence Summary No. 280, 6 &pr 45).

THE INTENTIONS OF 7 CDN HiF BDE, 4 i,PH 45"

26. The tasks which awaited 7 Cdn Inf Bde were
dictated mainly by the funatical resistance from 3 Para Trg
Regt which 9 Cdn Inf B~e was meetin~ on the road to Zutphen.
(kEF: 45/First C~n krffiy/L/F, Docket I: Intelli£ence Summaries;
No. 278 Para 3; 279, Part II, Para 3 (a». In order to relieve
the pressure 1n thbt ar~a, it had b~en ~ecldcd to send Regina
Rif acro~s into 4 Cdn Inf Bde's briJgehead (on the Twente
Canal) and attack westwards, clearinG that area between the
canal and the railway as far as the railroad junction west
of Eefde (9677) end also with the object of seizing the bridge
site east of Eefde. ADother unit (R. np£ Rin was to thrust out
from the present area held by Cnmerons of C. west of Almen,
(0196) and would secure the lin~ cf toe road running north
and south from the bridbe wost of Huize de Voorst (9796).
This road. it was planneJ. w~uld be the start line for a later
assault on Zutphen by 8 Cdn Int Bde. 1 C. Scot R. would be 1n
reserve but prepared to carry ~ut a crossing of th~ Berkel
stream (9895) frem the Nth N.S. Hl~hrs area north-east of
~arnsveld. H Hour for Re61na Rif's attack through 2 Cdn Inf
D1 v wes se t for dawn 5 ;t.pr. (;',.D., H. Q. ? Cdn Inf Bde and units,

-----------
* Reference map: G.S.G.S. 4~l4, 1:25,000, Ea3tern Holland,

Sheot 3803 - Zutphen.
Also Appx "B".
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4 Apr 45). With the new vperatiun at hand, Brigadier Gibson's
bsttaliJns m~ved from their p0s1t10oS between ~ehl and Zevenaar
durlnJ the afternoon of 4 Anr and darkness found them c~ncent­

rate~ south-west of V~rden (0390) preparln£ for the next day1s
battle. (Ibid).

GPER~TIJNS BY 2 CDN INF DIV, 2-4 hPR 45*

27. Probably th~ most spectacular Canadian effort ,
durin; the first few dnys of' April was that at' 2 Cdn Inf Div, &-
which now began a Ions periou of incessant movem~nt along
various and widely separated axes. F'r,)!l1 the very beginning
a hot pace was set by Maj-Gen A.S. Matthews' troops, and as ~
time passed the advance provided a parellal to the celebrat~cl

pursul t throu&h France during the previous year. (rtEF: 4&'/2
Cdn Inr Div/e/F, Docket II, M0nthly and Weekly Summary~ ~ps,

1-2 hpr 45). The c~1umns set out at about 0700 h~urstan1
passed through uootinchem 1';-:0 by ItB" Sqn 8 Cdn Recce Re£,t,
fol10wed by the R. Re;t CiS. battlE Group. Progress was Bood;
only odd batches ~f &ncmy wer~ met and these were quickly by­
passed. Hen£elo~ (0384) was decler~i clear during the morning.
The advance continued up to the bridge s~uth of Verden, but
here there W&3 some delay fer the enemy hau carrleJ out a
successful d.emolition. The "Reece II , h0wever, had found another
mea~s of crossing (0390) t~ the ~ast nnd, as the engineers
began to repair the bridge on the main axis, the infantry
column followed the diversion. (':~.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inr Buo,
3 Apr 45).

28. By noon the 1eajing troops had reeched the
Berkel river (seme 1500 y~rds south of the Twentc Canal)
to find that our armourod curs were guarding the sinJle
usable bridge (0297). ~ver this small structur~ the column
was able to approach tho main canal upposite Harfsen (0199).
FOrtune was n~t on our side however; the bri be over the Twente
Canal, though intact, w~s )bviJusly prepared f~r destruction,
and the enemy on seeing the rcconr.aissance cars boean a fire
fight which was to last for over tw~ hours. LurinD all that
timE he was prevented from blowin~ his churgcs, and it appeared
tha t wi tb relnfc.rcemen ts our tro.:>ps mi~t"... t be, able to safeguard
the crossing place. But this was not to be; as the advance
elements of R. Re, t C. came up to thicken the fire of the
i1Recce", the Germans blew up the bridge Ii terally 1n their
faces. Despite this disappointment, the Commanding Gfficer
of R. Rest C. at onCd ordered extensive patrolling to determine
whether other means of crossing existed. Against stiffening
oppo51tion, R. Reet G. deployed along the Canal bank while

* Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4414, 1:25,000, Eastern Holland,
Sheets 3903 - Steenderen, 380~ - L.:>cnem,
3803 - Zutphen, 3703 - Bathmen, 3704 ­
H~lten. (Also Appx "B").

~ This is a small vll1ab€ SJuth of Twcnte Canal. It 15 not to
b~ confused with the town ~f Hen3elo (360?) near Enschede.
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Brigadier Cabeldu f~rmulatej his plans for the crossing.
(n.D., h.~. 4 Cdn Inf Ede, 3 dpr 45).

?

29. ht 1700 hours the brlg&do co~~ander out-
lin~d his plan. R. Ra6t C. was t~ ~ak~ the assault at
1830 h~urs and cl~ar as far as thb line of tho railwuy 600
yards to the north of the c&nal. ~h11~ this w~s beins done
the cng1n6~rs would co~cncu brid~l~b cperatlons. R.H.L.I.
was to concentrate as resorve battalion north of V~rden but
was requlroj to provide a company to r~inforce tho main effort
by R. Hegt C. Essex Scot WliS to poal tlon its men south-
west of Almen (0296) S~ as tu counter any threat from Zutphen
where the enemy was bolioved to be 10 consld~rable strength.
The task of t~o roconnaissance squadron was to remain at ~lmen

until after dark, then to act as rl~ht flank pr0tection.
The tanks were to be in direct support of R. Regt C. for the
attack (ibij). Later, as R.B.L.I. end Essex Scot R. vacated
their positions to assist in the expansion of thb brideehead,
the battalions of 6 Cdn Inf Bde would come forwurd to take over
from them. (Ibid; also W.Ds., 6 Cdn Inf Bde snd units, 2-3
apr 45) ----

30. ht 1830 hours, R. Regt C. bs£an crossing the
Twente Canal against moderate 0ppositiun and th& enginoers
started to erect a bridee (0197) (near the one which had
been demolished). By 2300 hours "D lI Coy R.B.L.I. had joined
Lt-C01 R.M. Lendrum's four companies on the north6rn bank
of the obstacle. By this time, howLver the enemy had recovered
his balance somewhat and had beeun to m~rtar and shell the prop­
osed brldgesit€ so heavily that our sappors wore forced to
take Cjver and abandcn their work temporarily. (~.D., .Q.
4 Cdn Inf Ede, 3 Apr 45). ~nile Eri~adi<r F.N. Cabeldu's
infantry was settling its cl~im in the new brid8eh~ad, 6 Cdn
Inf Bda was allotted the task vf tuppin~ the approaches to
Zutphen on the divisional left flank, as well as filling the
great sap in the. llnc of cOtnruunlcatlon lE':lf't by 4 Cdn Inf Bjets
spectacular advance 1urin6 tht pbst morning. S. S~sk R.
arrived first t..: take over fr':>ill Ft.h.L.I. while t!lut unit
prepared for its move into the brij¢ehauoj the change over
beinG complete by 1800 hours. (W.D., S. Sesk R., 2 "pr 45).
Fbllowin~ this Fus M.R. tC0k up poslti~ns just west of ncngelo
while Camerons of C. established themselves around KeienDurg
(0083) further s~uth. (W.Ds., Pus M.R. J Camcrons of C.,
2-3 Apr 45).

31. Durin~ the night 2/3 hpr, R. Regt C. continued
to firm up its gains despito the shelling and the proxi~ty or
the enemy, whD persisted in harass~ng our troops with small
arms fire. By daylight the small bri1gehead was quite secur6,
the shelling had almost ceased anJ the engineers were working
fast to provlje a means by which tho supportin6 weapons might
cross the Twente Canal. h class 40 raft was finished at 1000
hours, whereupon the builders turned their hands to thG erection
of a class 40 bridGe. (2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, ~ cit, 3 Apr,
Serial 2811). 6 Cdn In! Bde had spent the hours cf darkness 1n
patrolling towards the west; in these sorties some prlsJnerSR
fell Int0 our hands and ~avo sufficient information to indicate
that the way to Zutphen was by n~ means ~pen yet (ibid: Serials
2790, 2792, 2795, 2798). ----

K 361 Inf Liv; 1 Pera Trg En. (Flrst Cjn Army Intelligence
Summary No. 277, 3 hpr 45).
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32. The l~~ejlate int~nti~n, hvwever, was to
Get the rest ~f 4 Cjn Inf Bd~ into the bridgehead, and to
brinG 5 Cdn lnf ade up to cvnccntretc near Henhelo (8284),
leavins Bri2adier J.V. Allard's bettalions to c0ntaln
th~ western fl~k until such a timo as :3 Cdn lnr Div
could m,Jve up s"J:ne of its tro0ps into that are5.. (3 Cdn
Inf ~iv up' Log, 3 Apr ~5, Sorinl 16: ~.V., H.Q. 9
Cdn Inf Bje, 2-3 Apr 45). Actually, th~ ~eneral ueley,
th~ubh caused to son€ extent by th~ brld81n£ restrictions,
was als~ Cue tj the fact that neither R.H.L.I. or Essex
Scot c~uld move into she brijLeheaG until fUlly relleved
by 6 can Inf Bda; While the latter fermat Ion would not be
freo for that task until 8 Cdn Inf Bds had advanced sufficiently
to take over tha oporations a&ninst Zutphen. (if.Ds., H.Q.
4 & 9 Cdn Inf Bde., 2-4 hpr 45).

33. By midjny on 3 hpr the enemy had besun to
react a6ainst the R. Re~t C; first with patrols, then at
1400 h0urs with neavy bJmoards over the entire front. This
was followed by several counter-attacks aimed at the ribht
flank of R. Regt C., but these were effectively dispersed
by the supporting artillery with considerable loss to th0
enemy. During the afternoon all the battalion1s "FJ1 echelon
vehicles mana3ed to get over the canal, tvgether with "B"
Sqn 10 Cdn hrm~ Reet and a squadron of 8 Cctn Reece Regt. The
enemy, however, continued to shell the area, concentrating
mainly on the rafting and bridcin; sites; all this caused
a great deal ~f d61&y in gettin~ fresh troops over to the
n~rthern bank of tne canul. At about 2000 hours a company
of R.H.L.I. was ferried over, and for a while it appeared that
at last the operation w,.;uld EO on unhindered; but at 2100
hJurs the German guns were lucky enoueh t~ register on the
rafts. Fire then became so ho~vy and so accurate that it
forced the en;ineers to stop wJrk, thus bringing about another
delay, for the rafts hud to be r~pa1reJ bofore any further
ferrying was possible. (d.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde and units,
3-4 Apr 45)

34. After an effective counter-bombardment by
~ur own artill&ry and the supportini tanks of 10 Cdn Armd
Regt, the dama£ed ferry was refitted, enabling the remaining
.ub-unit. of H.H.L.I. (new relievoj by S. Sa.k H.) to cross
the canal and take up pos1tiJns on the left of R. Regt C.
(W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bda, R.H.L.I., R. ReGt C., 3-4 kpr 45;
also 2 Cdn Inf Liv ups Lo£, 3 Apr 45, serials 2902, 2907, 2917,
2923, 2929, 2941, 2942). In the early h~urs of 4 hpr, Essex
Scot also crossed the water barrier &nj, nlthouFh the troops
were subjected to fairly heavy small arms fire and some shell­
ing, Lt-Col J .E.C. Pangman was able. to report "on objective"
at 1118 hours. (W.D., Essex Scot, 3-4 A.pr 46). Essex
Scot n~w held the most rorward positlon, oentred on Har£aen·
(0199), with R.H.L.l. on the left e.tri~e the railway facing
west and R. Regt C. on th~ right facing east and north-east
from Groot !<sscit (0298) to vU~d Horst (0298). (2 Cdn Inf
Div ups LOb, 3 kpr ~5, serial 2966, 4 4pr, serial 3061)
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35. 4 Cdn Inf Bdo with 19 tonks und one squadron
of 8 Cdn Reece Reet was n~w h~ldin[ a firm bridgehead
coverlns an area over 2000 yarJs lon~ anj 1500 yards deep.
Behind the infantry brigade was a newly built class 40 bride6
qui te capable 0f h.9.Iljling the heavy traffic rapidly accumulatln£
f0r tho proposed "break out" to the north. The priori ty for
crossing the Twento Canal was, first, the balance of 10 Cdn
Armd Reet, and secon~, thG balance of 8 Cdn Recce neBt
precedin£ the infantry of 5 Cdn Inf Bde. In the meantl~e

Brigadier CabelJuls instructions were to patr01 vigorously
to the north and east with the cbj~ct of ascertaining the
enemy's strcn3th and of preventing him from stabilizing his
positions. The brigade commanDer's intention was to use
8 Cdn Reece Reft to seize the bridse sites over the Schipbeek
Canal en the roads from Laron (Bridba 0706) to Holten (1010)
ond L... en (Bridee 1105) to Markelo (1504) so that 5 Cdn Inf
Bde could advance northward to ccpture Laren (0600) and Holton.
ht this same time the possibility of passin~ a brigade over
the canal at Lochem was beinE explored. (F1.rst Cdn Army
Liaison ~fflcers Reports, as above, hpril 1945, ~l300B)

36. By mld1ay, ~ ~pr ~5, tho fi 6hting columns
of 5 Cdn Int Bde were on the ~ov~ tc the wooded concentration
area near Klein Dochteren (0695) about 5000 yarjs north-east
of Vorden (0290). (••D., H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 4
Apr 45). 6 Cdn Inr Bde's activities f~r the past tw~nty-four

hours had been confined to patrols, Ions moves by road and
ahort-term reliefs of other units--not exactly interesting
operations for hardene~ infantry fichter~, but neverthelGss
essential tv the maintenance of continued pressure up forward
and th~ lcn~ vulnerable linos of supply to the rear. ht
approximately 1930 hcurs on 3 Apr, after a day of incessant
patrollin~ to test the approaches to Zutphen (during
which Cameron a of C. seized the town of Steenderen) the
greater part of 6 Cdn Inf Bdo moved north aEain. ·Camarons
of C. established themselves oetweon the Berkel str6a~ and the
Twente Canal some 1500 yards west of rtlmen, PUs M.R. took over
tho. old Essex Soot positloDQ along that part of the
rosd Zutphen - Lochem which extends east from the road
and railway junction (001947) tuwards Het ~erksche (0195).
This position is in the anglo formed by the Berkel stream
anJ the railroad leading south to Vorjcn. S. Sask R. was
not shlftej from their positivns (just north-east of Veldwijk
(0192» as trUe the Vorden-hlmen road. (".j.,., H.Q. 6 Cdn
Inf-Bde and units, 3 hpr 45). The open section uf the flank
east of Alman and between the waters of the nerkel and Twente
Canal was still the responsibility of B Cdn Reoce Regt, which
was in the process of being passed into the bridgehead.
Below ~lmen, in the woods, th~ romainder or 10 Odn Armd Re6t
waited for an opportunity to join in the batL16 ahead.
(U.Ds. J 8 Cdn Reece ROft, 10 Cdn hrmd Regt, 3-4 4pr 45)

37. The latter pert of ~ ~pr saw 5 Cdn Inf ada
begin to pass through Brigadi&r Cnbeldu1s bridGehead. The
leaoing battalion, R. de Mais, crossed the bridge north of
hlmcn late in the afternoon end struck out alono the main

\ axis to Laron, to bo followed by Cale Highrs ond R.H.C.,
~who were closin£ up to cvnc€ntr~te in 4 Cdn Inr Bde's forward

area. (W.D., H.Q. 5 Cdn Inr Bde anu units, 4 l..pr 45).
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Brigadier Megill's intention was to take Laren that night
and then drive on to seize Holten. As soon as Laran fell,
one battalion of 4 Cdn Inf Bde would move east along the
canal to establish a bridgehead so that a alses 40 bridge
might be built north of Lochem. Following this 7 Cdn Int
Bds would cross the canal and push out westwards from 4 Cdn
Inf Bdeta sector. (First Cdo Army Liaison Officers Reports,
."E cit, 041930B; 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Lo_" 4 Apr 45, serials
S05~3061, 3071, 3075, 3085, 3087, 3091)

1 CDN CORPS OPERATIONS TO SECURE THE LEFT FLANK
OPER TION "DESTROYER", 2-4 APR 45"

38. Before continuing the story of the Canadians·
headlong advance further northward into Holland and finally
into Germany itself, it 1s necessary to describe what had
taken place on Lt-Gen Simonds' western flank, where 1 Cdn
Corps had been given the responsibility of clearing the remainder
of the IIIaland" west of Nijrnep.,en. This attack, which involved IJ"II
49 (W.R.) Inf Div with 11 Cdn Inf Bde""".. r,..;. began;:'~'~/2J
early on 2 Apr ..... (W.D., H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Ede, April 1945.",.... ,.••r
Appx 5, Report on operations, 28 Mar - 5 Apr 45) lJ.JJ.II.'t·

39. The front line of 49 (IV.R.)' Inf Div was at
that time being held by 56 Inf Bde, WhOS6 troops covered

_the soggy ground from Aem (7170) on the left to en area
which included Heuvel (7369). 8aal (7568) and the eastern
outskirts of Haalderen (7569) on th~ right. It was from
Haalderen that the initial attack was mnde by 7 D.~.R. of
147 Inf Bde. The British troops went forward at 0400 hours
and made good pr03ress against moderate opposition. By
0900 hours, 7 D.~.R. was established on the secondary roads
and among the orchards west of Oent En Kapel (7965) and an
hour later 11 R.S.F. passed through directed on Flieren
(7867) end the Angeren (7770) - Hulhuizen (7966) road beyond.
Meanwhile 7 D.W.H. patrolled vigorously to the west and south
to occupy the factory (7863) at the bend of the river Waal
(AEFI 45!First Cdn I.rmy/C/H. Docket I, Ops Log, 2 Apr 45.
Serials 10, 23. 32, 49). I.s the advance of 11 R.S.F. swung
north along the road to An~eren, 1 Leicestecs made a double
thrust out from Gent En Kapel at 1300 hours. On the left 1
Lelcesters followed the rO:'.d to Doornenourg (8067) but the.
right hook was more spectacular in that one company loaded into
L.C.A's. at Kommerdijk, (7765) took to the river and attecked
Hulhuizen from the sout~. WhIle the Lelcesters went about
their task of clearing the ares. of Doornenburg, 4 Llncolns,
the leading battalion of 146 Inf Bda, was brou3ht forward

~ Reference maps: O.S.O.S. 4083, 1:50,000, Holland,
Sheets 39 - Rhenen aDd 40 - Arnhem.

JUt See Appx "e n
•
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on the left and at 1600 hours passed throufh 11 R.S.F. to
continue the driva on Angeren. (Ibid: Ser lals 73, 77, 91, 96).
After offerln~ some resistance on the outskirts of the
village, the enemy gave ground and by 2000 hours 4 L1nco105
were past the town and reaching towards 'tZand (7571). An
hour later some of the British troops were around the road
junction north-east of ItZand while others pressed on In the
direction of Huissen (7672). (Ibid: Serials 140, 145)

40. Success on the rl~ht flank now enabled 1/4
K.O.Y.L.l. to take the offensive at 1930 hours. rit that
time the Yorkshiromen moved through 56 In1' Bde I s front 11ne
north of Bemmel (7367) and be6an to advance on 'tZand
from the south. Progress was slow ~owever, and by midnight
the troops were still some distance short of ItZand and out of
contact. While the K.O.Y.L.I. consolidated about th6 roed
junction (7570) west and north of Weertsburg (7569) 4
Lincolns were busy moppini', up in Huissen. (Ibid). Up to this
time the bag of prisoners was not large; only one officer and
103 other ranks ~ad been tak.n~. (Ibid: April, 1945, serials
2, 73). The intention was now to secure the ard~S of Hulss€n,
'tZand and Rijkerswaard (7272) with 146 Inf Bde so that fresh
troops could be pessed through to Elden (7375) and Malburgen
(7575) to the north.iI."· 147 Inf Bde was entrusted with the
task of crossing the Neder Rljn east of Doornenburg at 1000
hours on 3 ~pr with the object of seizing Pannerden (8267)
and linking up with those other elements of the Canadian
Army which were operating west of Eu~erlch. So that juncture
might be facilitated, a squadron of 49 Roece Regt was dispatched
with orders to cross the Rhine via the Emmerich bridees and
to probe westwards from the Canadian pastiana around Elten.
(Ibid: 3 Apr, serial 12).

41. DurinB the morning of 3 hpr, 146 Inf Bde made
good progress. On the right, 4 Llncolns firmed up at Hulssen
and patrolled eastwards to the river while further to the west
1/4 K.O.Y.L.I. cleared 'tZand and resumed the advance unhindered
except by mines and a few road obstacles. At 0730 hours the
"Light: Infantrylf had reachdd the rO::id lendln3 from Huissen
to Elden and were reedy to push on to Malburgen. West of
ttZand, the Hallams, mounted on t-nks, were advancing on
Rijkerswaard, which fell without much trouble before noon.
(1 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 3 Apr 45, sorlals 799, 806). By that
time on the southern flank 1 Lelcesters had forced the river
east of Doornenburg and captured Pant-erden unopposed. (Ibid,
serial 828). It seemed th~t the enemy had vanished, for the
advance was not contested at any point for thE rest of the day.
The Hallams entered E1ren 1n mid-a£ternoon and immediately
extended their holdin3s north and west o£ that place. 1/4
K.O.Y.L.I. got into Ma1burgen and to top off the operation
the Lincolns also crossed tbe eas ter:> :" ~ter barrier at the
ferry site east of Huissen and togethel' with elements of
49 Recc€ Regt took Hoogeind (7873) and Westervoort (7875).
Once that area was clear the Linco1ns withdrew to Huissen,

•• For these operatione 11 R. Tks came under divisional
control from 1 Cdn Corps. (Ibid: 2 Apr, serial 161) .

• 952 Grenadier Regt: 361 Inf Div: (First Cdn Army Intelligence
Summary No. 276, 2 Apr 45.
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leaving the Recce in charge at '.HesterVQort. (Ibid: serials
833, 839, 845, 848)

42. hS nl~htfall drew near, the situation all
across the 49 (~.R.) Inf Div front was most satisfactory.
On the far right 1 L~lcesters of 147 Inr Bde, having
contacted 7 Cdn Racca Regt of 3 Odn Inf Divas well as
their own Reece east of Pannerden between Geltenwaard (8566),
and Kruisdijk (9665), had returned to Doornenburg. 11
R.S,F. remained in 1~ sren flanked by 4 Lincolns in Hulssen.
1/4 K.O.Y.L.I. was firm on the road Huissen - Malburgen
while on the extreme left Hellams wcr6 in full control of the
area Elden - Kronenburg (7274) with strong company
positions facing to the northeast. 56 Inf Bde's positions
had not chenged, although all its units patrolled to contact
forward, especlally along tho left divisional boundary from
kern to the northern exits from Rijkerswaard. The lenethy
open space however was closely watched over by S.W.B. (Ibid)

11 CDN I F BDE' S P"RT IN OPERn~ION "DESTROYER",
2 - 4 kPR 45

,{I• .",A, J~e. ;I)""~M., ,;1_" ~.&
~/~/V.", F • .4, ~IJN.:f.

43. \ Meanwhile on the left flank of 1 Cdn Corps,
11 Cdn Inf Bde,{* under co~~end 49 (~.R.) Inf Dlv sinca 0800
hours 28 Mar 45,Vhad been moving forward. ht about 2130
hours, 2 Apr, Ir R.C. advanced from the area of Zetten (6172),
C.B. Highrs from Homoot (6672) and Perth R. from Snodenhoek
(6971). One Squadron of 3 Cdn hrmd Reece Regt (G.G.H.O.)
supported each of the battalions in tne attack, Which was a
silent one, although 17 Cdn .~ Reet and 1 Cdn M<d Regt were
on call to supply artl11~ry concentrations when required.
The open flank south-west ~f Zetten was under the eye of
elements of 49 Hecce Regt, which had orders to exploit
westwards alo08 the I1ne of the railway, thus preventing
any interference to the effort of Ir R.C. (N.D., G.S. H.Q.
5 Cdn Armd Div, 2 ~pr 45). Simultaneously Ir R.C. launched
"k" Coy to taka the road june tion above Indoornik (6173); C. B.
Highrs sent hC" and "0" Coys northwards astride the Homoetsche
Straet (7272) to secure the junction (736733). Perth R. went
forward using two parallsl axes; ";.." Coy along the Holland€r ­
broeksche Streat ('1373) and "D" Coy along the Groote Molen (7271),
to firm up about one thousand yards up the ro~d. No opposition
was encountered by any of the units; by 2300 hours all these
first objectives had been reached. (.~.D., H.Q. 11 Cdn In!
Ede and units, 2 Apr 45)

x Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4083, 1:50,000, Holland,
Sheets 39 - 'aHcrt~ecnbosch, and 40
Jirnhem.

Jet See Appx II ell.
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44. The advanco was resumed in the darkness.
On the left the Irish led of'!' wi th fle ll and "D11 Cays, the
latter passing through "A" with Randwijk (6075) as the
objective while "C II Coy approached tho village from the
west. It was at this point that the first signs of resistance
appeared; but tho troops were not to be stopped eas11y. With
the aid of an anti-tank gun the position was carried and aiant
prisoners captured. The rlEh t-hand thrust was equally success­
ful and by 1030 hours 3 Apr both compe.nles were on their
objectives in Randwijk havlne suff6red no loss. (N.D., Ir
R.C., 2-3 pr 45). In the centre C.B. Highrs were held up
for a time while a brld se was put across the deep ditch
(7372) (the Eldensche Zeeg) intersecting the Homoetsche
Strant, but at about 2350 hours n way over the obstacle
W8,::l completed by the ene1noers and ub." Coy pushed throu8h
on the left directed on Hoteren (6375). ht the same time
lIell Coy was ordered to r.tQve up along the centre linE: and the
carri~r platvon was then placed in rear at' "An Coy to protect
the left flank. Both sub-units made rapid progress and by
0330 hours 3 hpr the two forward companies were on the selected
objectives, ItB" lining the south bank of the Neder Rijn at
H00geweldc (653752) and "a" in HBteren. The only opposition
came from e smell group of Germans on the outskirts of Heteren
and this was quickly disposed of. (~:v.D., C.B. Highrs, 2-3
Apr 45)

45. The Commanding Officer's next action was to
get his supporting wt..apons up to !fB lI Coy and to close up the
gaps between his rear and foremost troops. All this was
accomplished by 0630 hours by which time a troop of tanks
had positioned itself near to the battalion Command Post to
prOVide close support in any emergency. The first sign of
enemy retaliation appeared at 1100 hours when a section of
Germans came in toward "rill Coy but they were badly shot up
and forced to retire. The rest of the day passed quietly.
(•• D., C.B. Highrs, 2-3 apr q5). on the right Perth R.
pushed forward to take Driel. In the house clearing
opera t ions which f allowod II A" Coy suffcrt;ld some casual ti es but
was able to capture a prisone~who spoke of the havoc which
Our gun fire had wrought amon,; his cumrades. With "0" Coy
firm on the eastern flank by 06:50 hours, ".hI! Coy went about its
task of rooting out the remainine resistance, supported by
the tanks of 3 Cdn hrmd Rocce Regt. (Ibid)

46. Driel was consolidated by l~OO hours out the-
Germans seemed reluctant to leave the area. First liD" Coy
was cOu-nter-attacked, then "A". Expressinb their wrath,
the enemy shelled the area heavily and raked our positions with
machine-3un fire from thb opposite bank of the river. The
Perths, however, ware able to reduce the distant opposition
considerably with the aid of their F.O .. J., who established
himself in the tower of the local cnurch and repeatedly called
down heavy concentrations of fire on the offending weapons
across the river. Before the day ended a further adjustment
of positions took place; "C" Coy was brought up to setille in.
the vicinity of Baarskamp (6875) slightly to the rear of
liD" while I1B lI Coy swune to the far right to man the dike north
of Vogelenzang (6976). (IV.1)., Perth R., 2-3 Apr 45). Thus by

.. 361 Inf Div: (Firs t Cdn Army Intelligence Summar y No. 277,
3 Apr 45).
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midnight 3/4 Apr, 11 Cdn Inf Bdc had conpletad its operation
to close up to tho Ned!;;r Rljn. (oi.Da., Perth R., C.B.
Hl[hrs, II' R.C., 4-5 bpI' 45; and AEFI 45/5 Odn Armd Div/olb,
Docket II; foll0 10, haport on Operations 11 Odo Int Bde,
2B Mar - 5 May 45)

4 CDN ARJI!D DIV CROSSES THE 'l'iiill'l'E ChNl.L, 2-4 I.PH 45"

47. ~hl1e the infan;ry divisions had been advancing
Ubsinst solid resistance, 4 Odn n.ralt~ Dly1U! had rolled up to
the Twente Canal. By first 115ht on 2 ~pr, 10 Odn Int Bdels
L10n Group was concentratod 1n and around Ruurlo ~nd 1n due
tlQ6 Brigadier Jeff6rson was Instruct_d to take over Lochem
from 129 Brit Int Bde, which had been clE::ar1n3 the town.
TIhlle waitlnc for the order to move up however, the Brigadier
had dispatched reconnaissance p9trols up to the water obstacle
to determine the state of the brld£8s. Of these patrols,
one reported that the t.wo brldJes across the Berkel stream
and the Twente Cunal above Klein Dochteren (0496) were still
intact. The Bri6adier et once ordered "a force of infantry
and tanks to proceed to them, out again the enemy was too
quick; as the troops arrived at the brid.,es, both were blown
up end rendered useless. (~.D., H.Q. 10 Cdn Inr Bde, 2 Apr
45). By this time the chan5e-over with the British troops in
Lochem was under way and by 1630 hours the Canadians were
Settled in their new locations. A. & S.H. of C. and 29 Cdn
Armd Reece Regt occupied Lochom while Alq R. concentrated
around the water tower (0995) on the hi~h zround to tbe
south, It was estim~ted that about 300 of the enemy wero
in position on the north bank of the canal and urinJ the
late afternoon and avenino, the ar~a was enlivened considerably
by both machine-bun and shell fire from that direction.
(Ibid). The extensive patrol program which was kept up over­
night failed to contact any opposition on either flank and
as the hours pass~d the harassing fire fro~ the north decreased.
Then at middey, 3 Apr, the BrlLadier was told that no bridge­
head would be attempted at Lochemj instead, 4 Cdn hrmd Bde with
Line & Helld R. under command was to cross at Delden (3007)
~ small town about 13 miles north-east of Lochem) that niGht
and Lion Group would be relibv~d by elements of 18 Cdn hrmd C.
Reet in order to allow the infantry brigade to move east to
concen tre. te near Gees teren (1794) behind the ,.rmoured Brigada.
(~, 3 I.pr 45)

~ Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4414, 1:25,000, Eastern Holland,
Sheets 3804 - Lochem, 3g04 - Zelhem.
G.S.G.S. 4083, 1:50,OO~Holland, Sheet
34 - Gronenlo, Sheet 28 - Almelo, Sneet
22 - Coevordt3ll.
G.S.G.S. 4416, Central Europe, 1:100,000,
Shc~t Nl - h1me10, Pl - Bocholt.

!Of: Seo i..ppx "D II
•
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48. The task of 4 Cdn hrmd Dlv 1n the northward
eweap was fourfold. Maj-Gen Vokes' first task was to get
across the Twente Canal. Then he must build up his force
in the re~lon of Borne (3312) and Delden, before carrying
out the second part of the operation - the seizure of Almelo
and the turning of tha whole Delden - Borne - n.lmelo triangle
into a firm base. The third stare would be to push mobile 001­
unms out to Neuenhaus, (4733) and Emlicheim (4045), in the little
corner of Ger~ony which projocts into HollBnd north of Almelo,
and to Coevorden In Holland at the north-western corner of
this projection. The fvurth stale of the operation would
be a two-pronged thrust on two exes; on the rl~ht from
Meppen (7055) to Papenbure (7798) and Leer (8015), and on
the left from Emmen (4363) to Nieuwe Schans (6409). But
the first essential for 4 Cdn Armd Div was a bridgehead over
the Twente Canal. CI.D., G.S., H.:t. 4 Cdn b.rmd Div, April
1945; Appx: Notes on forthcoming Ops, 3 apr 45)

49. ~ith this particular task in mind, Brigadier
Moncel's armour had beon closing up t~ the waterway. The
column passed throuGh Terborg (0570) at 1030 hours, 2 apr,
and shortly after midday, having left Lt-Col R.C. Coleman to
garrison the msrkDt town of Ruurlo with Line & Wel1d R.,
the tank formation was ordered to proceed to Diepenheim
(1801), relieve the troops of 43 (W.) Inf Div wbich were in
the town and then to position itself to dominate the Canal
crossings south 01' Goor (2105). There was little information
to be hgd regarding the enemy. An officer's scout car patrol
which Bri&adier Moncel had sent on aheed the nibht before to
explore the routes and to size up the situation, reported
that the Germans had pulled back across the canal and that
brid~es over the obstacle were demolished. (~.D., H.1. ~ Cdn
Armd Bde, 1-2 npr 45, AEF: 45/ Cdn nrmd DiV/C/F, Docket I,
folio 1, Memvrandum N~. 7: The Final Punch. Operation and
ActiVities, 4 Cdn Armd Ede, 30 Mar - 5 May 45)

50. The journ£y to Diepenheim though unopposed,
was a difficult on6. In the first place nct all tte bridges
on the route were capable of be~rin~ the wei~ht of the mighty
Shermans; secondly the echelons of the British Division
ahead cluttered the ro..ds and liaIson offi.cers had to search
for openinss in the congested traffic t~ get the column
throu~h; and finally our troops had to accept the wrath of
the local British commanders and provost who demanded an explan­
ation of why their centre line was being used. By night-fall
the administrative and movement crises had blown over howev~

and the armoured brigade was in its allotted ar~a around
Diepenhelm, where the tuk~ over from 43 (~.) Inr Div was
effected. (.;'.Ds., H.Q.. 4 Cdn ":"rmd Bde and un! ta, 2 npr 45)

51. nt 2325 hours on the night of 2 hpr, Maj-
Gcn Vokes sent a messaee to Brigadier Moncel, the co~~nder

of 4 Cdn li.rmd Bde, and advised him that 43 ("ii.) Inf Div
(on the right) ... ould endeavour t u clear Delden, Borne and
Hengelo, and the north side of the canal. 4 Cdn ~rmd Bde
would then bridge the waterway, and ~roceed northward. In
the event of the operation by 43 (a.) Inf Div not proceed1ng
qUickly enou~h, Bridadler Moncel would be responsible for
forcing a crossing and establishing his own bridgehead. For
this essentially infantry task, Maj-Gen Vokes would send him
Linc & ~elld R. to make the Qssault. Thirty-six assault
boats would be available for the crossing. (;\.D., G.S., H.Q..
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4 Cctn hrmd Div, April 1945: hPP~ 7, Message, 2 hpr 45,
G.O.C. to Comd H.Q.., 4 Cdn l.r;nd Bde). ProGress by 43
(W.) Inf Div was steady, but so very slow that ~aj-Gen

Vokes decided that the attack should be launched at
1900 hours, r ther than walt for further profress by the
Sri tlsh, or the orie;lnal deadline of 2100 hours. (1ii .D.,
H.Q.. 4 Cdn hrnd Bde, 3 Apr 45)

52. The orik,inal conception of the operation
was a 81n£10 crossinG cn a battalion frontaee, but Brigadier
Moncel decided that it would be worthwhile to attempt
another crossing with a cOQpany of Lake Sup R. (Mot) at the
lock gates a thousand yards west of the main effort which would
take place near the large brldfe south-west of Delden.
(W.D., H.~. 4 Cdnll.rmd Bje and units; and Line &Vielld Ro,
3 Apr 45). At 1900 hours, with the support of' the whole
divisional artillery, bolstered by 19 Cdn Fti Regt (S.P.)
and a medium re[iment, Line & ~elld R. sent twc companies
across the canal; "e ll Coy on tne left, llh" Coy on the right.
V11thln fifty minutes both companies were on their first
objectives on either.- side of the wood b£tw6en the canal
and the railway. Resistance on th~ rlrht was 11;ht, but on
the left "e" Coy was sternly treute as 1 t was consolidating.
Jolt about 2100 hours uD" Coy was passed through "i.. 11 to secure
the line of the railroad. But no sooner had it done so than
the enemy began to retaliato heavily on both flanks. "C"
Coy was counter-attacked from the north, but the enemy was
not able to stand up to the violence of the gunfire which
was callEd down; nAil Coy was also finding it hard to follow
up on the rl~ht. Nevertheless by 0215 hours 4 Apr, the
assaUlting battalion1s positions were firm, and while the
flankin£. sub-uni ts held and ilL" Coy exploi ted beyond the
railway line towards Delden, Lt-Col Coleman co~~tted his
fourth company to assist in th~ exploitation northward and
to ease the pressure on "C" Coy which was still havln,5 trouble.
(,~.D., Line & Welld ,t., 3-4 "pr 45)

53. Meanwhile th~ motor battalion had been
carrying out operations whicn may w611 be placed on record
as classic for this type of unit. HaVing been relieved of
its local responsibility by a battery of 5 Cdn h.Tk Regt,
"A" Coy, Lake Sup H. (Mot) commanded by Maj R.lL. Colquhoun
beean crossing the Twente Canal 500 yar~s west ~f the locks
at approximately 2300 hours, 3 hpr, supported by two medium
machine-gun platuons, the mortar platoon, a section of Wasps
and one squadron of 22 Cdn hrmd Hegt. The assault, which went
with clocklike precision, was heevily supported by our artill~ry.

The first platoon t~ cross tho obstacl~ lined the dike and
took on the enemy's sniper posts which were providing most
of the opposition; the second and third platoon th~n crossed
and fanned out to the east, their objective being the locks
themselves. The locks were taken aeainst light opposition
anj the first platoo~ OV6r th~ canal was passed throu3h to
contact Line & Y.elld 1\. west of Dclden. This was not possible
however owing to the h&svy small arms fire, and the contact
force return6d to assist in consolidating the approaches to
the locks. ht about the same time engineers set about the
task of' bridEing the waterway behind them. (~.D., Leke Sup rt.
(Mot), 2-3 hpr 45). The brid3e was completed at 0600 hours
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4 Apr, by which time L~ke Sup R. (M~t) haj reconnaissance
elements workln3 their way north, while the re~aln~er of the
battall~n conc~ntrate~ in readiness to exploit frum the
brldgeheac. It will be seen that the captur& and completion
of t.~ls bridgehead hed mJmentvus consequcnc&s. (Ibid;
~.D., 8 Cdn Ftl Sqn, R.C.E., 3 hpr "5) ----

THE .~"MOUiiED Bi,BoDE BrtE,.KS OUT TO niE NORTH, 4 hPR 45"

54. At appr.jxl~aately 0830 hours "Bft Coy Lake
Sup R. (Mot) moved acr~ss the canal and swunS eastwards
towards Delden, which was firmly under control of Line &
Wel~d R. From here the motor company set out In the direction
of h.lmelo. Shortly aftor lie" Coy also moved up, passed th.rou£h
Del en and beaded for Borne anu havlns reacheJ that plnce
wlth~ut trouble (see peru 57) continued its advance. In
quick time Zenc6ren (3114) was entered an1 the company
firmed up and beean patr~llln~ northwards. At about this time
"A" Coy was sent forward alonE the left flank to ocoupy
Bornebroek (2612). The operation wont on apace durinb the
day, the build-up proceeded favourably over the only av&11able
brij6e at the lock-site. At 1300 hours 22 Cjn hrmd Regt
crossed the Canal to sUCJlpoft "J,,11 C::lY Lake Sup R. (Mot) on the
left flank of the operation; an hour and a half later 28
Cdn it.rmd Regt followed the "Grenadiers" and drove on to the
arefl.:,'f Borne to the assistance ;)f "C" Coy. (\"i.Ds., H.Q.
·1,...Ci:1n Armd B-:ie an:1 uni ts, 4 hpr 45). Thereafter the speed
of the advance was so swift that most of the bridges to the

. north were seized intact, tbe Dclden - Borne - Almel0
triansle was qUickly Bwept over, and by niehtfall a GOod
sized force of infantry anl tanks had entered hlmelo which,
with the exception of a few snipers, was reported clear.
(R.h. Spencer, Histvry of the Fifteenth Canadian Field Re~iment,
p. 241)

55. The opportunity for a larte-scale breakout
was at har.d and, in order CO assist th6 crmoured brigade
in consolidatine its base, Maj-Gen Vokes had put A. & S.H.
of C. unier Brigadier MJnce1's co~aand to clear out the
wooded areas boundinE the Schipvaart stream directly north
of Delden. Later 1n the eveninG, 21 Cdn Armd Regt reverted
tc command from Brigadier Jefferson's formation and by 2230
hJurs was crossing the main bridee which the engineers had
built at Delden that afternoon. In addition to the advance
of the main force, great progress was made by "B" Sqn 18
adn krmd C. Regt, which had also be~n placed under command
4 Cdn Armd Bda. Crossing the canal at 1600 hours, the armoured
cars went north-eastwards to the lmelo - Nordhorn:·Canal.,
searching for crussin£s over which the division could pour on
its northward course. FOur miles to the east of hlmelo they
found what they wEnted, (bridge 3318) and guardod it all night
for exploitation in the morning. (W.D., H.Q. ~ Cdn hrood Bde,
4 Apr 45)

~ Reference maps: hS for para 47.
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56. By midni~ht 4/5 I,pr ~ Cdn hrmd Ede was
conveniontly disposed for tho wldespre~d operations about
to follow. Eloments of 22 Cdn ~rmd Rert t~bether with "a"
end "C·t Coys Lak.€ Sup R. (Mot) held Almelo, "A lt Ccy of the
motor battalion, havin~ been transferred from the left flenk,
was now firmly astride the ~aln road on the south-eastern
outskirts of Al~elo supporte by two sauadrons of 28 Cdn Armd
Re;t. h. & S.H. of C. after clearlne the woods north of
Delden was on the way to co~plete the mopping up in hlmelo
while Line & Welld R. had assumed control of the Brl~adels

left flank and was now ensurln~ the s~curlty of the bridj6S
over tho Twente Canal ~galnst interference from the west.
(~.Ds., H.Q. 4 Odn ~rmd Bde and units, h. & S.H. of C.,
Line & ~elld R., 4 Apr 45; also 4 Cdn Armd Bde, Bde Comd
Net Telephono meSS9.,36s, 4 Apr 45, serial 102). The intention
of 4 Cdn Armd Bde for 5 Apr was to thrust light motorized forces
preceded by the armoured cars north to the hamlets of
Neuenhaus and Emllchelm, and on to tha larger town of
Coevorden with a view to building up each place with an armoured
regimental grOup (~.D., O.S., H.1. 4 Cdn Armd Div, ~pril 1945.
Appx 81, A.C.V. 1 LOE, 4 ~pr 45, serial 71). But there was
so~e disappointment ahead for it was soon discovered that
the bridse secured by the armoured cers was not strong enough
to bear the thirty-ton weight of the Shermans. (Ibid, A.C.V.
1 Log, 5 Apr 45, serial 11; ".D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd-aae, 5 Apr 45)

LT-GEN ~EMPSEYIS OPEfiATIONS ON THE RIGHT FU,NK, 2-4 APR 45x

57. The good baing experienced by the Canadians
up to and beyond the Twente Canal was beinE similarly
enjoyed by the British formation on our immediate right
flank and by the Amerlcan Aroies to the south. In Lt-Gen
Dempsey's sector,XX 30 Brit Corps, while handing over the
~round south of the Twente Canal and west of Hengelo to Lt­
Gan Simonds' troops, discovured thet Hen[slo itself was too
strongly held to pbrmit a direct crossing of the Canal into
the town. ThiS being the case, 43 (~.) In! Div launched 130
Inf Bde supported by some tanks of 8 Armd Bde through Enscheda
(recently taken by the Guards Armd ~iv). On the niCht of 2/3
Apr, Maj-Gen G.I. Thomas' infantry then turned left to attack
Hengelo from the north-east and south-east. By early eveningt
after hours of bitter fighting, 7 Hamps and 5 Dorsets were
established in the north end southern parts of the old town
and While these two units mopp~d up the remnants of the
garrison, 4 Dorsets passed on to the north-west to capture
Borne by last li£ht. (~EF: 45/Secona hrmy/C/D, Docket I;
also W.D., H.Q" G.S. First Cdn Army, April 1945, hPPX 13 t
folio 39, Sitrep 040900B; & folio 48, sitrep No. 508)

~ Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4416, Central Europe, 1:100,000,
Sheets PI - Bocholt, P2 - Munster, Nl ­
Almelo, N2 - Osnabruck.

JU{ See hppx "Gn •
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58. In fcllowlng the ~rder to drive vnto tho
Dortmund - Ems Canal, ads Armd L1v hud passed through
01denzael (4413) on the morninE of 2 kpr, brid5ed the
klmelo - Nordhorn Cenal durlnb the afternoon of the same
day and at tacked Nordhcrn (5426) the t ni ,ht with 32 ads
Bde. Occupation of the t0wn went on far into the night
and the Br1sade reached the Vochte Rlv~r which runs through
the north~rn outskirts. The main bridee was, of course,
demolished; but S0me dlstanc0 to the ncrth another structure
was dlscov~red by the guardsmen, who took quick advantage
of it. The Brl£sde then went on to Llngen, (7136) where,
as bEif:>re, thE) main bridge over thE. Ems River was out of
commission. Again the gunrds~en located an ~lternate route
over which it was intended to pass 3 Brit Inr Dlv (which so
far had been followin~ thG armoured divislQn and had been
taking over its newly-won areas). Meanwhile the ri~ht flank
tnrust by Gds &rmd Div, echelQned sli~htly to the rear,
had b~en hav1n~ a hard time. dfter meetin[ fierce oppQsition
all throu£h 2 Apr in Gildeh.us (5710), 5 C4s krmd Bde lunged
on to Bentheim (6011). Bentheim had fur somo time been
the hoca of a Jerman Officers Training Scho~l and naturally
enough the fanatical members of it put up a terrific fight
which stopped the guardsmen "cold", for the tir.1e being at
least. The situation clearly demanded an infantry assault,
and this task was passed on to a brisade ~f 3 Brit Inf ~iv,

(Ibid: Appx 8, folio 116; Appx 13, folio 62, Ops Summary 289A;
a~AEF: 45/Second Army/LIP, u~cket I, 31 Mar - 4 May 45:
Second Army IntelliRenC€ SummarZ, No. 304)

59. As 3 kpr drew to a clese, therefore, operations
had developed in such a way that the front was echeloned on
a General anst-to-WGst line from Osnabruck (2107) to Riesenbeck
(9206) with 8 Brit Corps, Rheine to Gronau (5102) with 12 Brit
Corps, end from Enschede to the Canadian riCht flank with 30
Brl t Corps. On the far ri5ht oppoal tion as 11 whole was loose
and unco-ordinatej, pro5ressively increasinG in quality and
co-ordination towards the- left. In that pert of the front,
the enemy's flghtin~ spirit showed no sign of Eiving way before
cur superior nu~bers and greatly superior equipments, in fact
at most of the vital points resistance was fanatical in the
extreme. (kEF: 45/Second J.rmy/C/u, Docket I)

60. h major task for Lt-Gen ~empsey at this staee
was to occupy some ajdlti~nal udvanced airfields in ~rder

to provide imme~iate cl:se air support anj speedier reconnaiss­
ance, these were especially needed for 8 Corps, Which was
operating far to the cast. These badly needed uirstrips were
mostly in the 12 and 30 Corps areas, but on the enemy1s side
of the fence and denied to our use by the intense ~pp~sition

beino offered to thJse tw~ f~rmations. Thus this situation
would only be rectified when either Lt-Gen HJrrocks or Lt-Gan
Ritchie 0r both, brcke thr,u;h the lef't. (Ibid)

61. ~ith the Americun Armies events wore also
m~ving with dramatic rapidity. By 3 Apr forward elements
of Lt-Gen Simpson's fcrces, drivin 5 hard towards Hanover
and the Elbe, had penetrated to the weser 30uth-east of Minden
(hEP: 45/21 Army Group/e/F, Docket II, Notes on Operati,ns of'
21 Army Group, p. 52). On the sQ.:ne day NInth u.s. nrmy revErt6d




