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620. ~le relative inactivity of Brigadier Allard's
other units can well bo understood if the situation is viewed
from a divisional level. Fus M.n;el action at MUndorloh (4194)
was merely an exploitation of tho left pivot on which 4 Brigade
was swinging to tho north-west. The t nsk of the rsnaindor of the
Brigade was to hold and attenpt to shako loose the opposition by
continuous patrolling. This progr~ane was carried out quite
successfully and by tho End of the day tho Gernans facing
Cancrons of C. and S. Sask R. hnd bocome keenly nware of the threat
of being out-flanked froI:! tho north-east first by, :the, FUA MiR.; ll:Rl in
a widor sonse by 4 Cdn Inf Bda. (W .Ds., S. Leak R., l,)a.rlOrons of
C., 29 Apr 45)

621. 4 Cdn Inf Bde's attack was narked by total suocess
despite tl~ Dost deplorable woathor, ,mioh especially hampered
the movement of the tanks. Shortly after first light n.H.L.I.
which had carlier been pinched out of the front line, took over
R. Regt C's. positions around Kirchkimmen. This left the Royals
free to assemble in the area presently occupied by Essex Scot on
the left and it was from here that Lt-Col Lendrum launched his
attack to tho north-west. (W.Ds., H.C),. 4 Cdn Inf Bde and units,
28, 29 Apr 45). Tho hoavy rain and nuddy roads did not encourage
the "going ll , but R. Regt C. made good progress against very light
resistance and by 1030 hours reported that it was in full posses­
sion of tho four farms" north of Hasterort (4496). (W.O., H.Q•
4 Cdn Inf Bde, 29 Apr 45; also 2 Cdn In! Div Ops Log, 2£ oit,
29 Apr 45, sarials 5831,5834, 5844) ---

622. As soon as R. Regt C. was rim, Essex Scot ro-
coived the signal to advance. Lt-Col Pangean's conpanios noved
through tho Hoynls and, having rcnchad the oDin highway on a
front of two cOrIpunies, passod on to consolidate on tho northern
side without trouble. At this point the brigadier, realizing
that he Dust Itgrab off ll as nuch of tho main axis D,S possible in
order to allow for the repair and clearance of tho road, ordered
n.H.L.I. to thrust on betweon tho two forward units. (Ibi1:
seriels 5809, 5862, 5869, 5875; also W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn rnr-Bde,
n.H.L.I., 29 Apr 45). Having an easy tine, the Hamilton Battalion
travolled straight up the highway and established a strong posi­
tion astride the axis ceatrod on tho crossroads (420030) 2000
yards wast of Dreokort (4499). (Ibid). This did not nean, how­
ever, that the rond itself was cOLpletely clear. Thore were nany
largo craters and foIled treos along the way and the enany had
left an unusnally large nunber of buried bombs and mnes to delay
the Canadian's advance. (Ibid)

623. On the right flank opposition was equally light
against Brigadier !~gill's battalions. or these'n.H.C. had
swung north in the Darning to c ross the railway between Rude
(4802) and Delnenhors<. The only interference oane from a 20-BC
gun around which a platoon of Germans were dug in, but this
resistance did not last long against the intense fire of 10 Cdn
Arnd Regt's Shormans. By 160.5 hours the Black Watch was strongly
entrenched on oither side of tho railway south of Hude, and at
that tine R. de Mais went through to attack the town itself
(4802). The eneny was totally unable to stand up to the withering
fire directed at hin by n. do Mais. Within three hours Lt-Gol
r,alonde reported that Rudo Was c lear end that his patrols were

" Fuchsberg (4397)
Hurrelhauson (t~97)

Krahenhoop (4398)
Schoolabor (443981)
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out in strength. (W.Ds., H.Cl • .5 Cdn In! Bde, R.H.C., R. de MIlis,
29 Apr ~.5; also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log; ££ cit, 29 Apr 4.5, serials
.5933, .593.5, .594.5). l'uring ell this tim, Calg Highrs had renained
in their positions north of Hohenboken (.5199) but had allowed a
portion of 8 Cdn Receo Hegt to plOSS on to tho north-west and
follow the right side of tho railway. In this area, however, tho
eneny had cratered his roads well. Although 00"" ne~sure of
protection was afforde~ to tho Dlaek Watch and to R. de 111is for
their attack on Hude, progress was nlowod up by the aany obstruc­
tions. (Ib111, serials .5888, .589.5, .5929, .5942).-
624. Maj-Gen ,ntthews imnediate probleu was to get his
brigades in proper line-up for tho assault against Oldenburg.
For the past twenty-four hours 6 Cdn Inf Bdo had hold the pivot
position whilo the other two fvr~ations swung in frOD the east.
Tho actual novcnont for position ~ns not yet complotod, and thus
on tho ovening of 29 JDT tho arGors issued to those brigadiors
iopliod. a continuation ."'If the plan until such a tine as the
General Officar Co~ding felt that his line was sufficiently
securo to COI'J.r:lenoe What was to be 2 Cdn Inf Div t e final a ttack of
the European war. In the centre 4 Cdn In! Bdo was instructed to
claar tho woods (3900-3999) astrido the highway sooo 3000 yards
ahead of the area occupi~d by a.R.L.I. and also to aasuna respon­
sibility for the Munderloh sector. On the right .5 Cdn In! Ede
was first to sweep through the forost wost of Rude than cOrnDence
a second sweep northwards towards the Weser River. Brigadier
Allar" Vias given tho task of clonrin that part of Staats Forest
Oldonburg Which lies north-wast of Sandhatten, Wlilo on the far
left flank 3 Cdn L.~.~. Uegt advancod in concert with 6 Bde to
saize the road junction (3194) wast or Astrup (3194) and the faros
at Hoven (3393). (Ibid, serial .59.53)

625. - Tho operations continued accordingly throughout
30 .pr •. On 6 Ode's front Fus M.n. handed over the village of
Mundcrloh to 8 Cdn Reece Regt and then went back to forn up with­
in tho porineter held by Cnncrons of C. north of Kirchhatten.
From horo the advllIlce wes c c.rricd north-wcstwc.rds without oppos­
ition. By night-fall Lt-Gol Doxtrazc hud occupied all the road
and rail crossings (349.5) cast of Streak (339.5) and also held a
dominating position ovorlooking the open ground to tho cast.
(W.D., H.C),. 6 Cdn Inf Ddo, Fus M.R., 30 Apr '•.5; ·also 2 Cdn Inf
Div Ops Log, Q£ cit, 30 Apr 45, serials .5989, 6000). MeanWhile,
S. Bask R. anaCQnorons of C. had ('.lso inprov<:ld their holdings.
S. Sask R. ~vod uorth from Sandhatten through the haavily-ninod
and woodod lend to fill in tm gap betVlaon Fus M.R. and the river
to the west. (W.D., S. Bask R., 30 Apr 4.5). On tho other flank
Canerons of Q. went straight up the brigade's axis from Kirah­
hatten. By maintaininG a fairly heavy curtain or artillery and
mortar fira along the opon eestern flank, the highlanders were
able to make good proGress and overrun sevoral small groups of
Germans, who, though sonewhat reluctant, had boen left to oover
the obstacles. (IV.D., CD.!J1erons of C., 30 Apr 4.5). By the end
of the day the Cenerons woro consolidated firmly astride the ~in

road Kirchhatten - Oldenburg with one company at the crossroads
(389958). The other three coopanies were situated further north
a~d to the left, tying in to complete tho brigade's front line
with Fus !.l.R.- (Ibid, also 2 Cdn In! Div Ops Log, ££ cit, 301;pr
4.5, aerials 601.5, 6019, 6097) ---

626. The best results or the day were achieved by
Drigadier Caboldu' s battalions. Their advance was made over
soggy ground, around countless demolitions and craters and through
a raze of mines Which, like the obstacles, soemod to increase as
the Canadians appro::\Ched Oldenburg. Fortunately the eneny was not
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present in any strongth, for the state of the ground considera.bly
h!llllperod tho movemont of most of tho Cenadian tEJka and crocodiles.
Only R.H.L.I. were pormittod to retnin a few to.nks of 10 Cdn lIrI:!d
Regt on the harder surfo.ce of the mnin axis. (W.Ds., H.Q.. 4 Cdn
Inf Bde and units. 30 Apr 1>5). i.fter a Dorning of patrolling to
dotermine tho bost routes westwards, all these units movod off;
R.H.L.I. in the centro. R. Regt C. on the left following the
line Fucheberg (4397) - Tiefegrund (4197) - Sandtange (3898).
while Essex Scot cane over tho western slopos of the Lintel
foature (4300-4400) frow tho area of Dreekort (4399) and Heiligen
(4499). Behind the forward elenents of each fighting company
the sappers toiled unceasingly to repair and maintain the roads
so that tho supporting arns and adninistrative sections of each
unit might follow up to &0 their share in the work at hand.
(Ibid. also W.Ds •• 2 Cdn Fd Coy R.C.E •• 29-30 Apr 45, 11 Cdn Fd
Coy n.C.E., 29-30 Apr 45)

627. The oncey was observed on several occesions behind
his various rand blocks and cra.tors, but whenevor tho slightest
sign of resistance ~ppoared oach battalion oonnandor brOUght his
mortars and artillery into play with such good effect that no
direct assault was over necessary, On the ri~t Essex Soot
having rec.ched the road leading north from the main 'axis to the
r~ilway line at Wusting (4102). swunG towards that place With
two companies, while the others kopt to their course westwards
and ~eeping parallel to R.H.L.I.) began to cross the Hennels­
berger I~or (3701-3801). Simultaneously. as tho R.H.L.I. slowly
approached the inport~nt road centre (3601) (about 6500 yards
south-eust of Oldenburg). n. Regt C'

l
having. already cut the

road Oldenburg - Kirchhatten (376983 at 0. point about 2200
yards fran 6 Cdn In! Dde's northern outposts, wus now turning
north to join hands wi th its sister battalion. (W .Ds., H.\!. 4
Odn Inf- Bde. ?O hpr 45; also serials 6011. 6025, 6039, 60?0.
6095. 6100, 6101)

628. MeanWhile the operations by 5 Bde to seouro the
right flank had gone on f.espite the appalling ground conditions.
R. de Mais conpleted clo:ll"ing its area (l.t lIlIde, then SEnt a
company group on to the north-west to capture Pfnhlhausen (4603)
while patrols swept wost along the railway line to insure the
position. With the fall of Pfahlhausen Lt-Col Lalonde organized
u battalion stronghold bo.sed on Pfnhlhausen and the road leading
south to the proninent feature in tho angle of the rc.ilwny.
This was to provide a protective left screen for Calg Highrs
later as well as the start line for 8 Cdn Uecee Regt.s patrols
to tho open flank. In due course 8 Cen Reece Regt fanned out
south-westwards to cont~ct 4 Cdn Il~ Bda and to secure u further
length of the railway leading to OldenburG. (Ibid. serials 5985.
5986, 5988. 5999. 6003, 6027. 6041, 6064; also W.OS •• H.~. 5 Cdn
Inf Bde and R. de Mais, 30 !~r 45)- -
629. Calg Highrs and n.H.C. began their own extensive
swoeps to the north and north-e~st at about the s~e tine. One
company of the Black Watch struck out on a long patrol fron the
railway south-east of Hude and followed Calg Highrs. It was
Lt-Col Thonpson's intontion to check the parallel roads on his
irnediate froIt froD his present baso, while the northern task
force went about its own wort. The opere-tion progressed without
interforenco. "Bn Coy fi.H.C. tailod Calg Highrs as far as the
village of Neunuhlen (488054). then turned east in the direction
of Hekelornoor (5004). Here the troops ostablished standing
patrols mile bridGes and routes' over tho canal to tID north
Were checked. This work was conploted by lato afternoon, whore­
uuon Itn ll Coy, wet und bodraeelod after its long journey over the
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water-soaked land, returned to sottle within the reginental base
on the southern edgos of Rude. (W.D., R.H.C., 30 Apr 45; also
2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, ~ cit, 30 ~pr 45, serials 5986, 6070)

630. Calg Hiehrs wero the only unit to neet any sort,
of opDosition. Tho highlandors having passed through R. do Ma1S
at Rude wont directly north, following the railway and leap-frog­
ging strong patrols of platoon and cOlJllany strength one through
tho other.

At 0900 hrs, "011 Coy hoadod for their objectivo somo
3000 yds nhead but wore halted to protoct sappers
called up to fill cr~ters and reQOVO road bloeks ~ll

along the axis. Indeed, during tho wholo dny, heavy
explosions indic~tod that the onany was donying us the
use of all roads in tho aren; and since tm ooggy
fields ariss-crossod with a Dultitudo of ditches, mude
oroBs-oountry vohs nOVCDonts iopossiblo. It soon bo­
oane apparent t.tEt tho advance was to bo slow with
little closo 'support fron thc tanks.

(W.D., CalS Highrs, 30 ~pr 45)

By 1100 hours, howover, "Otl Coy, ussisted by concentrations of
artillery and norter firo, was consoliaating at Ochholt (478053).
During the early afternoon, tho rcnaining c0I:1Pe.nies Dovud up with
sooe Shemans of 10 Cdn ,~d neBt to occupy the crossroads (4806)
east of Nouenkoop (4706-4806), the road fork at Nounuhlen (4905),
and tho Bround between theso two pl~ces. At theso points the
infnntry cans undur long-r~~go son11 arns and ~ortar fire, but
did not suffor any c~sualtics. (Ibid, nlso 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops
Log, ~ £i!, 30 Apr 45, serials 5~ 5990, 6023, 6032, 6064)

631. Thus, as the last day of 1.pr ended, Imj -Gen
Matthews was able to survoy tho sceno with consiGorablo satis­
faction. On tho far left tho prodding attacks by 29 Cdn f~Bd
Rccco Rogt up tho road to Wardonburg had enabled 3 Cdn L.A.~.
Regt to inprovo its O\m positions west of ths Hunte River. (Ibid
serials 6022, 6031, 6105). On tho i=odiate left 6 Bde was rrrn'
in the area of Sandkrug (3595) and ready to thrust northward.
I~ the oontre 4 Dde hold a thre2toning position astride the main
d1visional axis, while on too right IlrigaC'J.er Mogillls battalions
were Soon to be so strongly ploced at Rude tho t they too WOuld
well able to eonverBe on Oldenburr>directly from the east The
imuedio.te object, howover, was to regain firo contact anc. 'ru:tintaln
it while the routes to tho forward arens were beine repaired
This need govcrnod the intention issued to tho brigadc at 2li5
hours 30 Apr, which re~d as follows:

4 Cdn Inf Dde USing oroo woods 3900 3999 as firn baso
to open axis nnd reGain firo contact wi th 8nsoy. .5 Cdn
Inf Dde foro firo base e~oa RUDE to oontinue sweep
IDRTH to R WESEIl and R HUNTE. 6 Cdn lor Bde forn Urn
boso area SAlIDKRUG to exploit towards OLDENlJURG and
regain firn contact. 8 Cdn Recce ReBt (14CH) with onc
sqn to top out to R \~SER renainder in Div ros. 3 Cdn
LNt Rogt to continue ndv NORTH.

(~, serial 6088)

632. It is plain to sao at this point that ouch of
Maj-Gen Matthew"' plan depended upon the work of the engineers.
It was strictly a question of tine - how much could the "oppers
do and how long would they take to do it. Cortainly the past
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week might be correctly t€.rmad a sapper's nightmare, and all three
field companies of the division were almost exhausted from the
oontinoU8 labour. Never before had the engineers and infantry
worked so intimately for such a long period. (W.Ds •• H.Q. C.R.E.,
2 Cdn Inf Div; 2 Cdn Fd Coy R.C.E., 7 Cdn Fd Coy R.C.E., 11 Cdn
Fd Coy R.C.E., 27-29 Apr 45)

633. Showing considerable cleverness the enemy had
challenged Canadian engineers with all sorts of diabolical
contraptions~ aerial mines wired to bridges, aerial torpedoes
buried under the roadbeds, and many othor forms or practical hato.
All these had been mot and mastered without serious injury. Fut
the novelty of the enemy's equipment s passed quickly into the
montel file of oach sapper, for thoro was little time to sparo for
study of thom. Thoro wore orators to be filled, gaps to be
bridged, mines to be lifted, snd buildings to be "deloused" of
any of a thousand and one booby traps. The bulldozors orews did
not spare themselves in their offort. Theso monster machines
workod from dawn till far into the nif"ll t without pauso. Tho
engineers knew too well that thc infantry noedcd close support,
and only by filling-in the successive orators or by creating a
diversion for them could the tlll1ks be kept moving forward. The
night 30 April May waS no exception. On esoh route one could
hear tho roar of tho Diasels, tho clank of shovels and picks,
and tho sure-toned voices of those directing th~ work. There
wera roads to be made so thst the division could attack. (W.DS.,
2 Cdn Fd Coy R.C.E., 7 Cdn Fd Coy R.C.E., 11 Cdn Fd Coy R.C.E.,
29-30 Apr 45)

TIlE FALL ·OF OLDENBURG ..
Operations 2 Cdn Inf Div, 1-4 May 45

634. Opposition to the advanco of 2 Cdn Inf Div, though
somowhat lighter, continuod on 1 May. On the main route leading
north-eastwards to Oldenburg Brigadier Cabeldu's battalions kept
up the pressure, moving forward whenover opportunity prosented
itself. Rapid movement was out of the question since both tho
main road and it s imnJ:ldintc flanks requirod much work by the
divisional ongineers, who laboured long after dark under the glare
of searchlights brought forward to illuminate the aroa. (2 Cdn
Inf Div, Weokly SUlDlIlllry of Ops £lIld Activitios, op cit, 29 Apr -
5 May 45; also W.Ds., H.~. 4 Cdn Inf Bdo and unl"Os;lMay 1945).
On the right 5 Cdn Inf Bde was kept bUSy clearing tho region about
about Hude (4802), Which was soarred by mine craters and littered
with road blocks. Working northwards along the Hudo (4802) ­
Berne (4910) railway, Calg Highrs encountorcd a group or onemy
and heaVily engaged them with modium gun fire; neither R.H.C. or
R. de MUis roported any worth-while contnct with the enomy during
thoir clearing and patrolling activities. (W.Ds., H.~. 5 Cdn Inf
Ede and units, 1 May 45)

635. The busiest by far of Ma.j-Gon Matthows' brigades
was Brigadier Allard's, which had the task of bringing up tho
loft flank bctweon the Hunte River cast of Wardenburg (3096) and
the left of 4 Cdn Inf Bde. It was no oasy job. for tho ground
was densoly wooded and thoro were but fow roads. Nevertholess,
both Fus M.R. and Camerons of C. pressed forward with great
detormination. By last light Fus M.R. had uxpandod their positions

li Reforence maps as for para 604; also Appx "F"
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some 2500 yards north of Streek (3396) to reach the edges of the
forest and thus dominato the southern ~pproaches to Bummerstode
(3199), while on the right Camerons of C., having swept northwards
between the railway and tho road Kirchhatton - Oldenburg, now
held a strong position in full contact with 4 Cdn Inf Bde, south­
west of the main road fork (3601) above Tweelbake (3699 - 3799 ­
3899). s. Sask R. restod in roserve throughout the day. (W.DS.,
H.~. 6 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 1 May 45)

636. So ended anether day of the chase. with the enemy
still hastily withdrawing behind his screen of craters and blown
bridges and the Canadian troops working feverishly to brush aside
these ebstacles in ardor to closo wi th him. Up to this ti me thoro
had been a possibl11t, that the enemy's wholo schemo of demoli.
tions and retirement would eventually load to his orgdnized
defence of Oldonburg and a last stand basad on this ancient city.
This theory must now be dispOllod,,/or not only was Oldenburg
being outflanked by 4 Cdn Armd Div from tho west but tho only
troops doemed capable of such 0. defence wore t hose of 8 Para Div,
and thoso nocording to II prisonor, had boen pulled back much
further to tho north several duys before. (\'I.D., a.s" H.".,
2 Cdn Inf Div, MlJ.y 1945, Appx 3, 2 Cdn Inf Div Int SUJ!IIllary NO.
83, 1 May 45). The daily intelligonco summary states:

It is now el ear th", t tho ei vilian 01 omont in OUlEN!lURG
is unWilling that thu town should bo dofundod. Sovoral
PW and linccrossors havo reported thct tho Burgomaster
has attempted to havo tho plaee deelared an open eity
as it contains at least a do zen medieal installations
and many woundod incl sorno Alliod personnel. It is
not believed that tho military commander will bo in­
fluenced by civilian pressure but thoro are soao indic­
ations that the dofence will be half-hearted, ~nd two
offr PW have stated that the town will not be held.

(Ibid)

637. However, in order to persuade tho ilmabitants of
Oldenburg as to the folly of further resistance, llaj-Gen Matthews
ordered his st~1f to prepare somo propaganda leaflets. Those
were printed at De1I!lenhorst during tho evening of 1 May and at
0900 hours on the following morning a shower of propaganda filled
shells was loosed onto tho eity of Oldenburg. (W,D., G.S., H.~.,

2 Cdn In! Div, ~ May 45; also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log 2£ eit, 2
May 45, serial 6870) ---

638. Moanwhile tho movemont towards the ei ty wont on
without intorruption othor than holts eallod to allow tho sappers
to oloflI" the obstruction on the various routes. Tho rain node
the going difficult and roads within tho divisional sector soon
began to detoriorato. Yet, dospito all this, 2 Cdn Inf Div pUSh­
ed on. On the left 6 Cdn Inf Bde advaneod shortly after 1100
hours. S. Sask R. passod through Oamarona of 0., being preceded
by flails thrashing at the roud bed to detonate the mines. There
was only the slightost rosistance, ~nd in a mnttor of hours S.
Sask R. hnd roached the seuthern outskirts of Oldenburg. At this
point SOIlO brisk house to house fj g,hting took place bu1h tho main
portion of the eity was in sight and Lt-Col V. stotts' nen pushed
on towards the river. Tho conpanics doployed along the wator

K 4 Cdn Arnd Div were out of contact with 7 Pure Div.
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barrier and coverod the denolished bridge site. (VI.Ds, J H.C.
6 Cdn Inf Bdo and S. jask R., 2 May 45; also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops
Log, ££ oit, 2 May, serial 6977)

639. As the S. Sask R. prossed on tho the north.
Cnnerons of C. swung west fran their positions tcwards the rail­
way, "All and "BII Cays rO:lched the trf'.cks without trouble and it
appeared for a tine that Lt-Col Ruthorford's nen would soon be
settling along the river on tho loft of S. SOsk R. Brigadier
Allard changed his plan, howovor, and ordered Caoerons of C.to
disengage and concentrato at Bunnerstode (3299) north of Fus M.R.81
present positions. Caoerons of C. entered B~erstede (3299)
and wero consolidatod by 2000 hours. (IV.Ds •• H.". 6 Cdn Inf Bde
and Call1erons of C., 2 !.lay 45). Over on tho oxtrene le ft both
3 Cdn L.A.A. Regt and 29 Cdn Arnd Rogt (of 4 Cdn Arnd Div) also
Dade good progress. In conjuncti on with Lt-Col Wotherspoon 1 s
tanks

l
3 Cdn L.L.A. Rogt occupiod Tungeln (3099), ZWischonlotho

(2999 , ani Wardenburg, thus soouri"<l tho left of 6 Bde and free­
ing Fus M.R. for ot>her mploYLlont. (2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log. "J.l cit.
2 May 45, serials 6881, 6894; olso IV.D., 3 Cdn L.A.A. Rogt, ~--­
May 45)

640. East of tho nain road (Kirohhatten - Oldenburg) 4
Cdn Inf Bde had also odged forward to on tor Oldenburg. Tho ad-­
vanoe began at about Did-norning. R.H.L.I. and Essex Scot both
nade good gains, for opposition W~B alnost non-existont. R.H.L.I.
followed the south side of the rc.ilroad (Ooldenburg - Hude) and
made for the railway bridge (3305). ht tho sane tine Essex Soot
followed the road north of the tracks to reaoh the bridges (3405 ­
3504) over tho Neuer Canal (3503). The Soottish overran the area
of Nouonwege (3604) and exploitod northwards with strong patrols
to sweep tho Blankonburger Holz woods and to search out tho
Kloster Blankonburg estoto (3606), Which housed a. largo hospital.
(W.DS., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bdo and R.H.L.I. and Essex Scot, 2 May 451

641. By late aftornoon tho two forward battalions were
firnly holding the south-eaatern exits fran the city and pouring
great volunes of harassing firo on the -eastern exits north of the
Hunte River. But further operations could not be developed owing
to tho state of the roads along Which the advance had been oarried.
There was much VDrk for the enginoers as the War Diary of 4 Cdn
Inf Bde relates.

The principle concern at the moncnt is engr resouroes.
Thore is still oonsiderablo vork to be done on the
nain highway to oake it a good two way axis. Maj
Nolson, OC 2 Cdn Fd Coy RCE roported his non would be
working all night (again) to complete work. Reooes at
all br sites wero going on and rooco boats and bridging
naterial wf'.s being rushed fwd so the. t br ops co uld
begin as soon as practicable.

(N.D •• H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde.
2 May 45)

Sinoe nothing more could be accomplished far the time beins,
Brigadier Cabeldu order0d R. Regt C. into a concentration area in
rear of R.H.L,I., (Ibid) and whilo the remainder of 4 brigade
rirmod.up, tho divisional artillery moved in .bounds to new pos- '.
it10na in proparation.for the attaok on Oldonburg.proper. (Ibid)

6~.2. Now that the major part of 2 Cdn Inf Div had
turned in towards the city, the part played by 5 Cdn Inf Bde
about Hude and by 3 Brit Inf Divan Maj-Gen Matthews' right flank
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should be noted. :t'rom the firm base at Rude, Voh1ch was in turn
protected on the left by R. de Mals' positions at Pfahlhausen
(4603) and on the high ground imnediately north-west of Hude,
Brigadier Megill's" other battalions probed to the north and
north-east. Calg Highrs went straight up the railway for about
3000 yards, then turned westwards past Neuenkoop (4706 - 4806)
to explore the country around Koterende (4607). In this area
the enemy was contacted and heavily engaged by artillery. At
the same time other patrols moved to the right of the railroad
traoks towards Hiddigwarden (5105), oalling down gunfire freely
whenever any suspicious movement was observed. As it was tiring
work the Commanding Officor spellod off his companios in rotation
and allowod oach n poriod for rest and refitting. (W.D. Calg
Highrs, 2 May 45)

643. Tho Black Watch operated in a similar manner.
Early on 2 May "A" Coy was moved out to Hekelermoor (5103) with
instructions to estnblish u base thoro nnd patrol through tho
vill~ges of Hiddigwardon (5107), Hekeln (5207), and Harmenhausen
(5306 - 5406). The company reachod Hekelormoor (5103) vdthout
incident, but hod considerable trouble in finding a way across
the oanals tQ the north-oast. Finally, after wide-spread searoh,
a footbridgo was loc~tod and the patrols sot out. Harmenhausen
(5107) end Hekelnj(5207) were found clear of enemy but when the
Canadians approached Hiddigwarden they were heqvily fired upon
and wero forced to disengage. A withdrawal wes then ordered and
a smoke screen laid down to cover the troops as they crossed the
open fields back to ItA" COY's firm base. The enemy's r~act1on

was not taken lightly .3Ild, in order to en sure the safety of the
foremost position, neil COy was dispatched to Hokolermoo:E to r~.in­

forus the holding of thct plo.ce until the following day. (W.D.,
R.H.C., 2 May 45). It was now dGoided to attack Hiddigwarden, and
tho brigade commandor asking for Waasels to transport his assault
force across the soggy fields. (Ibid)

644. 185 Bde of 3 Brit Inf Div, still based along the
railway to the north of Stenum (5598), wus equally active with
its patrols. Its actions c?~ ~~st bu d¥scribcd by the paragraph
oontained in report produced by Genoral Crerar's 1180100n officor
at headquarters of 2 Cdn Corps.

2. 3 Brit In! Div: 8 Brit In! Bde. Now cleared
as far WEST as 6004. 185 Brit In! Bde have
to rd DEICHSHAUSEN 5806 - BUTZHAUSEN 5406.
adv 1s possible until the highground around
has been cloarod.

ri vor bank
cleared up
NO further
VEGESACK

(First Cdn Army: Liaison Offrs
Reports, ~ cit, May 1945,
dated 021TooBj

A glance at the map of the area of Vegesack (5809) will indicate
tho importance of uho high feature. This does not meun, however,
that the British were stalemated. Obsorvation posts already set
up by 185 Bda proved most useful, and whenever movement WE!.S seon
it was quickly attended to by the guns at tho Rr'tish brigade'.
dicposal. Tho POB~tionB of this brigado remo.inod uni:llanged un­
til the cease fire on 5 May. (Scarfe, Assault Division, ~ cit,
P. 268) --

" Brigadier Megill, D.S.O., went on course to U.K. on 1 May and
his place was taken by It-Col S.VI. Thompson, D.S.a., M.C.
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TIlE CROSSING OF THE KUSTEN CANAL AND

"HUNTE RIVER BY 2 CDN INF DIV, 3 MAY 45.

645. Ilaj-Gen Matthews I main task now was to get into
Oldenburg, clear the oity and push through to the north. Plans
for this operation were drawn up before dusk on 2 May. Thero
were actually alternative plans, ene to be carried out it Olden­
burg was not defended while the other would be put into effect
if any sign of resistance to the river crossings arose.

Plan (a) if OLDENIlURG abandoned. 4 Cdn In! Bdo to
CTOSS KUSTEN canal and swoep to NE of inter bdo bdy.
6 Cdn Inf Bde to cross KUSTEN canal and sweep to NW of
inter bde bdy. 8 Cdn Reece Regt (14CB) be propared to
pass throught OLDENBURG directod 0 n axis OLDENBURG ­
MEERKIRCHEN 3819. Plan (b) if crossings opposod. 4
and 6 Cdn Inf Bdos to tako up posns along canal to
rooco and propare for crossings. .5 Cdn Int' 000 to
continue swoop NORTIl to R WESER ani R. HUNTF.. 3 Cdn
LIlJ\.Regt to continue adv NORTIl to OLDENBURG.

(2 Cdn In! Div Ops LOg\ ~ cit,
2 May 45, serial 6965

646. During the night 2/3 ~y each of forward battalions
laeed the nortliern bc.nk of the ri ver wi th small arms, tank and
artillery fira, At tho same timu th~ southern bank was carefully
swept over by patrols, who gathered in many prisoners as well as
a considernble number of slave Inbourors, some of whom wore
immodintely put to work improving the Canadian axes. (Ibid,
serials 6993, 7003, 7005, 7008; nlso W.Ds., Fur M.R., R.H.L.I.,
Essex Scot, Camerons of C., S. Sask R., 2 May 45). Meanwhile,
Brigadier Allard had orderod Fus M.R. to move up to the rivor
line on thc loft of S. Sask R. Accordingly, Lt-Gol J.A. Doxtraze
had his first company at tho river bunk by 0400 hours 3 V~y and,
using whatever assault bents the engineers could provide, soon
established the full company on the north bank. There had beon
no opposition. (W.D., H.~. 6 Cdn In! Bde, 3 May "5; also W.D.,
H.~. 6 Cdn Inf Bdo, May 1945, ,ppx 4, Ops Log, 3 May 45, serials
7, 8, 10). (Ibid, sorial 9)

. -
647. Shortly after Fus M.R. reported their suecoss, a
furthor massago from Lt-Col Destraze indicatod that the anemy was
undor orders to leave tho town. His massage read:

Infm from eiva and PW. Enemy just received ordors to
get out of town. Would sugg~st harassing fire on rd
centres going out of town, also nir OP to bo in acti on
Approx str of enemy 800.

(Ibid, sorial 16)

A sustained firo of every sort was soon raining down" on the noted
avenues of oseapo. (2 Cdn In! Div Ops Log, ~ cit, 2/3 May 45,
serial 7028)

648. Meanwhilo tho build-up by Fus !.I.R. went on with-
out interruption. ~ssault boats ferried most of the troops
across, although othGrs crossed tho water barrior over a bridge
which had beon first loc~tod by cir observation planas. Origin­
ally this structure (320037), which lies directly south of

x Reference maps as for pare. 604; elso Appx t1F".
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Oldonburg, vms found to bo ready i'or' d.emolj.tion,· but. the. over~uiok
enginoers 80en remedied this and put tho bridgo in \nrking order.
(Ibid~ serial 7027, 7030). By 0930 hours Fus M.R. were all across
tile 0 etacle and working deeper into the city towards tho inter­
brigade boundary as indicatod by tho lino of tho railroad.
(Ibid, serial 7031)
~

649. Once the French-Canadi~ns hau expandod thoir
lodgment, Brigacier Allard moved his t~ctical headquarters across
the canal and set about errenging for the advanco of his other
battalions. Camarons of C. had long sinco boeD warned to move up
into tlle arec. occupied by S. Sask R., c.Dd during tho morning
final details were discussed for oxploit~tion. Ccmerons of C.
crossed into tho m:tin portion of Oldenburg at 1415 hours, and
first swung westwards to e line of outposts on the left flank of
Fua M.R. (who were by this time cle~ring tho business section of
the city), then furthor west towords Bloherfeld (2705). Later
in ti10 day S. Sask R., accompaniod by its a.rmouroc. support froL1
10 Cdn Armd Regt, also crossed tho canal and moved swiftly
through to t~e up a position just e~st of Ofen (2808). Similarly.
Fus ll.R. also shifted to tho north-oastern outskirts of the city
to occupy the area south of the ~irfiold (2908, 2909). The move­
ment of 6 Cdn Int Bde was mainly made far security purposes to
ensure tm. t nono of tho enomy could I'o-enter the ci ty. While the
infaatry battalions edjusted themselves, a troop of "I." Sqn 8 Cdn
Rocce Regt vontur~d further north to regain contC!.ct. (Ibid,
serial 7097: also W.Ds., H.~. 6 Cdn Inf Bde ead units, 3 May 45;
8 Cdn ReCce Regt, 3 May 45). hll in all it had boen a day of
r13nl achievouent. ThE) westem portion of Oldenburg "'laS cloar, 4
Cdn Arnd Div had boen com~c.ctad, c:.nd the troops had not suffored
in i;ho venture. (rl.D., H.~. 6 Cdn Inf Bde and S. Sask R., 3 May
45; also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log ~ cit, 3 May 45, ssrial 7104)

"? CDN INF BDE MJVES IN'ID 0 IJlENBURG, 3 MAY 45

650. Over on the ri ght in 4 Cdn Inf Bde's sector, our
troops enjoyed sindleI' success. Jliter ~ night of exchanging
volleys of soall ar DS fire wi th n fow c.iehnrds of the eneayt 5
rc.nrguard, tho cOIJDD..Ilding officor of R .H.L.I. got in touch wi. th
the mayor of the c1 ty, who 'Volunteered to guide the Canadians
across the rivor to take over tho city. hctually this niegu1ded
civilian could do little olse since 6 Bde alroady had sone of its
troops inside the citadel. Nevertheless, Lt-col H.C. I~rell
decided to act quickly and ordered all his conpanios to crnss the
obstacle at once in the assault boats which had recently arrived.

Theso wore manned most enthusipstica~yhl Polish ..
and Ruas1tm e;x-PW wllc soon had ail R..H.L::r. iifle
Coys ll.orose .and lOOving ,ijirough the town.: ' .. _ ...

(W.D., H.~. 4 Cdn Inf Bde,
3 llc.y 45)

6,51. At this stage Brigadier Cabeldu called an "0rders
Group" to outline his plan for the occupation of the eastern and
northern sections of the city and for the pursuit. Sinoe the ~nemy,

in true will-o-the-wisp fashion, had vanished froD tbe sceno .
R. Regt C. was to cross irlCediately followed by Esse~ Sc~t.

(Ibid)

. .
Ii: Referonce caps as for para 604; also ~ppx "F".
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During the Darning there were fantastic scones in tho
city - one or two Cdn offrs armed only with pistols
marching back with 50 or 60 enemy tps aroed to tho
tooth. l~st of thG citizens kept in doors greatly
assisting tho checking. Tho Burgomastor provod very
helpful particularly in organizing tho local polico to
holp in the patrolliug. In a very short tine all houses
had boen checkod and the citizens had posted up thoir
lists of household personnel.

(Ibid)

1~c Royals and Essex Scot crossings oncountLrou no difficulty.
(Ibid)

652. Vfuile tho inf~ntry units soarehed out tho houses
and patrolled the city streets, intonsivQ reconnaisswlcO of the
canal and rivor banks were oarried out to locato a good bridgo­
site so that tho supporting vohicles night follow up. ht first
the situation nppe~rod discouraging but as tho brigade'S diary
states -

Fortunately, shortly after noon the cngrs in blowing
away p:lrt of danngoCi br on the nain entrance in 6 Bdo
S Sask R area blew the br flooring right into posn.
It was one chance in a uillion for Within half an hour
thoro was a solid 01 40 br capablo of two way tfc with
excellent highway approachos on both sidos-----------­
---~t onco Div gave ~lis bdo vchs priority of passage
and even before tm other bra wore conplctcd. DUll vehs
wero streODing across to follow up thv rifle coys on
foot.

(Ibid)

653. By Did aftornoon 4 Cun In! Bdo was firnly consol­
idated on tile northern outskirts of Oldonburg. Huving oo!:lPlcted
a swoep throught tho cit~R.H.L.I. wore sottlod in tho an 10
formed by the railway and the road bounded by tho villngos of
Hohoheide (3308) - Gr. Bornhorst (3508) in the region of Ohnstedo
(3408 - 3505). This position represontou the right flank of 4
Cdn Int Bele. In the cc:mtre Essex Scot held strong conpll.ny areas
astride the road Haseln (3309) - Nadorst (3308), while on the
left R. Rogt C. fac~north along tho roau south of Beio Weissen
MOor (3109 - 3209). Na~e of these units oncuunterod any opposi­
tion on the objectives which they now occupied. In these aroas
the threo fighting reginents were to pa8s a quiet night. (W.DS.,
H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 3 ~ay 45; also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops
Log ~ cit. 3 Hay 45)

654. Thero wa~ little chango for the rost of the div-
ision. 5 Cdn Inf Bde on the f~r right flank put in another day
of patrolling towards tho Weser rivor. 3 cun L.~.~. Rcgt, now
pinchod out of tho battle by the converging advancos of 6 Cm, In!
Bde and 29 Cdn l~~d Reece aegt, was ordered to stnnd down but to
be prepared to move on short notico, while Maj-Gon vokes' armoured
reconnaissnnce unit, hcving completed its long somi-circular
journey from its oriBin~l base ct Garrcl (1984), was now given a
priority of pas~ago over tile bridges south of Oluenburg so that
it could rejoin its parent fornation wast of the city. (W.Ds.,
H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf Bdo and units, 3 Cdn L.~.~. Regt, 29 Cdn lJllid Reece
Regt, 3 uny 45; also 2 Cdn In! Div Ops Log ~ cit, 3 May +5,
serials 7074, 7095, 7107, 7125. 7128). But~O-One group or tired
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troops who most deserved a rest was not allowed any such luxury ­
these wore the engineers, vboso long houra of toil for the past
several days and nights had mainly beon responsible for the suc­
cess achieved so far. Thoro wore still Deny bridges to be built,
ninos to be lifted, and craters to be filled in so tho. t the build­
up for the next advance night be comploted. (W.Ds., 2 Cdn Fd
Coy, R.C.E., 7 Cdn Fd. Coy, R.C.E., 11 Cdn Fd Coy, R.C.E., 3 May
45)

655. l1.part from tho general movGnent forwnrd of supplies
and supporting weapons, there was little other activity in the
night 3/4 May. The intention was for 4 and 6 Inf Bdes to re­
group in their present arcas. .5 Cdn Inf Bda was to continue its
vigil on tha eustern flank. The Corps intention strrtcd nothing
more than that 2 Cdn Int Div would continue its ndve.nce north­
wards in due ti~e. (Ibid, 4 May, serial 7144). The bridging
situation at th~ Donenr-govorned nIl rDvenont and, until the
build-up was conpleted and the B~lS could conc further forward,
tho pursuit had to wait, On tho rlorning of 4· May Mnj-Gen !lfatthews
in his re.narks on the continu~tion of the operction stated that
little was known as to how fur the nain German force had with­
drawn. (2 Cdn Inf Div - Weekly Sunnery of Ops and ~ctivities,

Q£ cit, 28 Apr - 5 May 45, para 5 and 6). 2 Cdn Inf Div at this
~me-was conpletely out of contact. ~le reconnaissance troops
(8 Cdn Reece Regt) were out all across tho front, but so far,
oven they had little to report apart fran the usual road blocks,
craters, lunes, anQ felled trees, Lator in the day, when it ap­
peared th~t tbe advance towards the North Sea would be resuned,
a change in dispositions was ordered, 3 Cdn L.h.~. Regt was
instructed to take over fro~ 5 Cdn Inf lide so that the latter
for1!mtion nig.ht be free to Llove all up the NordenhaLl t1thunb"
north of Oldenburg. Muj-Gen Matthews' object, as announced on
th0 afternoon of I~ May, wes to

to got ustride the rond and rc~lway runnine south-west
across the "thUIJb" fron BIlIJCE (s,<uare 4296). 8 Cdn
Recce Regt wns required to rocco across the entire
front of 2 Cd~ Inf Div.

(Ibid)

The plan called far a thrust on u front of one brigade led by 5
Can Inf Bde, with " Cdn Inf Bde clearing the flanks and 6 brigade
in roserve. (W.D., H.Q.. 5 Cdn Inf Bde, 4 ~Ie,y 45)

657. The order group held at head,<uarters 5 Cdn Inf
Bde left no doubt ~s to the Canadian's intentions for tho norrow
if1Urther aggressive nction was necessary. (Ibid~ But, as was
the case in other sections, runour of the cneny's capitulation
was also circulQting nnong Maj-Gen Matthews' men. (Ibid)

658. By midday of 4 May 45 the situation all aoroee
Lt-Gen Sinonds' front was cooplotely favourablo. Oldenburg had
fallen to 2 Cdn Inf Div; 4 Cdn fJod Div and 1 Pol Arnd Div, with
inproved roads behind thon and fair going pronised to the north,
were girding thooselvQs for the final dash to the coast; whilo 3
Cdn Inf Div was acoepting the surrender of large nwobers of the
eneny on the road to Enden, at the sane tine closing in steadily
on that port. The story of each of these advances has already
boon told, but in order to cor.lpleto tho picture of 2 Cdn Corps
Operations it is essential to note tho part played by 5 Cdn Arua
Div while und-er Lt-(i€ln Sinonds t oomtland. (See Paras 319, 357,
370, 375, 376 to this report with rcgnrd to tho rcli~f of 3
Cdn Inf Div by 5 Cdn l~L~ Div)
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"OPERl,TIONS OF 5 CDN t~MD DIV

The MJve From ~iestern Holland to the Groningen !lIon

20 Apr 45

659. 5 Odn Armd DivIs operations during this period
may be conveniently divided into two phases. Phass I bogan on
20 hpr 45 and lasted until 26 Apr 45. This included the move up
from Western Holland to tho Croningen (2215) area, ths relief of
3 Cdn Inf Div, and the regrouping prior to the fully-developed
attack designed to eliminate the Delfzijl (4526) pocket. AS
these moves were of a non-tactical nature and involved occupying
areas which had been previously cleare~ it is considered that n
more coherent story would rosult if they were described before
Phase II, which involved the actual assault on the pooket begin­
ing on 24 ~pr 45. This plan will be followed in the narrative
below.

660. On 20 ~pr 45 5 Cdn iJwd Div was operating in
Western Holland under 1 Cdn Corps. Divisional headquarters was
located at Barnevelde (5295), 5 Cdn iJmd Bde at Putten (5408)
and 11 Cdn Inf Bde at Veldwijk (5413). (WaDS., C.s., H.Q..5.CdnJuml
Div, 5 Cdn Armd.Bde,.. "!1d 1l.Cdn tnf "$dh 2._.APr.451. In the minning
Maj-Gen B.M. Hoffmeister, C.B.E., D.S.O., E.D., went to H.Q..
First Cdn l~my for a conference with the G.O.C.-in-C. at Which
the passing of his division to 2 Cdn Corps and its futuro move­
ments were outlined. (W.D., 5 Cdn i,rmd Div ~ cit, 20 A~ 45;
lIEF 45/1 Cdn Army/C /H L:rmy Ops Log, ser ial 69, '2,Ji,pr 45).
Later in the day Lt-Gen Simonds held an orders group at his head­
quarters and gave the details of his plan for tho employment of
5 Cdn f~md Div. ~s a result, 5 Cdn JJmd Div was to take over
from} Cdn Inf Div in the provinces of Friesland, Croningen and
Drente, in order to allcm th':'.t division to move further right
and conti nue operations e aat of the Ems ri ver. The urea assigned
to 5 Cdn Armd Div was bounded by the coast of Holland from zwolle
(8936) to the line of the Croningen (2215) - Delfizjl (4626)
oanal, inclusive, representinG a distance of sarno one hundred and
fifty-three miles. 5 Cdn :~md Divfs functions in the new area
wore to be jane, the guarding of tho coast of Holland against
any attempted Cermen landing from the sti ll-occupied Frisian
Islands, end two, to prevent any enemy escaping from th~ pockot
of western Holland via the Ijsselmecr through Friesland, (,{.D.,
5 Cdn Armd Div, 9..1' cit., 20 t,pr 45; loEF: 45/5 Cdn ••rmd Div/C/F,
Docket II: Folio-r,-;lCdn i~'md Div riistory of Ops, 31 Murch to
5 May 45, Part III; W.D., H.Q. 5 Cdn IJmd Bde, 20 ~pr 45; loEF:
45/11 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D Report on Ops 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 20 ~pril -
2 May 45)

~ Reference maps: C.S.C.S. 4083 Netherlands 1:50,000 Sheet 7 ­
Croaingen, C.S.C.S. 4416 Central Europe
1:100,000 Sheets Ll - Emden, Ml - Croningen
West, l~ - Leeuwarden, 2~ - Denhelder, C.S.C.S.
4414 Eastern Holland 1:25,000 Sheets 2607 ­
Delfzijl, 2507 -,Vierhuizen j 2707 - Siddeburen,
2506 - Uithuizermeeden, 260b - Westeremden, .
2706 - Woltersum, 2608 - Loquard, 2705 ­
woldendorp, 2605 - Vlarfum, 2705 - Croningen;
also l..ppx "G II
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661. For this tusk 5 Cdn ,~md Div was org~izod into
two brigade groups, called originally Cumberland Force and
Johnston Force after the names of tho respective commanders of
5 Cdn :..rmd Bde and 11 Cdn Int Bde. i1. divisional reseryc was
also formed. This designation was of very short duratl.on, for
an order issued by Divisional H.Q. in tho evening of 20 ~pr gave
instructions th:lt the Commanders' names would not be used and
that the brigade groups would be known by their rospective
numbers. (W.D., 5 Cdn Armd Div 2l'. cit, .ppx 36, Message 20 Apr
45). The oomposition of the brigade groups were as follows:

5 Cdn Armd Bde Group

H.Q. 5 Cdn Iu-1Ild We
2 Cdn Arm Regt (Ld S.Il:.
9 Cdn Armd Regt (B.C.D.)
Westmr R. (Mot)
Perth R.
8 Cdn Fd Regt
88 Bty 5 Cdn L.~.A. Regt
1 Cdn Fd Sqn

11 Cdn Inf Bde Group

(R.C.) )

H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde
C.B. Highrs
Ir R.C.
3 Cdn i..-1Ild Reoce Regt (G.G.H.G.)
4 Cdn A Tk Regt
17 Cdn Fd Regt
41 Bty 5 Cdn L.A.~. Regt
10 Cdn Fd Sqn

Divisional Reserve

5 Cdn f..-md Regt (8 N.B.H.)
5 Cdn L.A.h. Regt less two batteries

(Ibid: appx 34, Op Instr
No.1, 19 hpr 45)

662. 5 Division's move north began on 21 Apr, with
headquarters and 11 Cdn Inf Bde Group leading. Divisional head­
quarters staged ovarnight in Heerenveen (7886) and reached
Groningen (2215) on 22 l~r 45. The infantry brigade had all but
one unit in the new location b7 2359 hours on 21 Apr. Brigade
headquarters set up at Heerenveon. C.B. Highrs were ccntrec on
Dokkum (3427) and -occupied the ground enolosed by Holwerd (7732),
Rieuwe Biltdijk (6125), and Engwierum (9326), in a ooast defence
role. Ir R.C. made their hsadquarters at Joure (6987) with
oompanies at Sneek (6059), Makkum (4398), Lemmer (6374), and
Stavoren (9326). 4 Cdn A. Tk Regt, with under oommand 11 Cdn
Indep M.G. Coy (The Princess Louise Fusiliers l J WetS orgCJlized
into two battle groups and situat0d at Franoker (5312) and Har­
lingen (4411) 10 It was e;iven the t ask of sccuring the eastern end
of the Causeway (421026) running aoross the Ijssemoer. 41 Cdn
L.AIOLIO Bt'y was responsible 1br clearing stragglers from tho
Zwolle area and maintaining contcct with 1 Cdn Inf Div across the
Ijssel river. 17 Cdn Fd Regt was deployed in support, its bot.
tery areas being near Harlingen (~411) and op)osite tho island
of 1uneland (68~1). 3 Cdn IJmd Reoeo Regt (G.G.H.G.) did not
travel wi th the brigade convoy but moved indepondently in two
groups, wheoled first and traokod sooond. The "'heoled party
arrived in the brigade seotor on 22 ~pr and concentratod at
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Oudesohoot (808,). A further ohango on tho s~o dote was tho
oooupation of IjsselEuiden (784,) by 4 Cdo ~. Tk Rogt. Tho see­
ond portion of G.G.H. G., oOlilploting its 0'" a on 2, 1,pr, wont
into poal tion wi. th Regim0ntc.l H6adq.uo.rters a.nd "1~lt Sqn at
Oudcschoot, tlBu Sqn at .J..kkcrwoude (8223), and "ell Sqn at Jouro
(6987). Later in the day "c" Sqn moved to Sneek (6059), Sinoe
, Cdn Inf Div had started leaving tho area before 5 Cdn IJlild Div
arrived there was no formal hand-ovar. Tho change was comploted
without'inoident. (!~F: 45/5 Cdn ;~od Div/C/H Ops Log, serial
210, 21-22 ~pr 45; 1~ 45/5 Cdn ;~nd Div/RCA/C/F, Folio 1,
Rep,'rts on Ops, 20 1.pr to 2 lilly 45, 17 Cdo Fd Rcgt, 4 Cdo A. Tk
Re~t end 5 Cdo L.~.h. Regt; WJl. 2 Cdn l~nd Reeee Rogt 22-2, Apr
45 )

66,. The main body of 5 Cdn i.rlild Bde Group left the
Putten (5408) area at 1700 hours 21 ~pr 45. l~tor the stort a
change of route to a more diroct ono cc.used rolla confusion, and
the uni ts did not arriva in c. body. The diari at of tho arnoured
brigc.de wrote:

Units kept coning in all ni@Ot, sooe of the .\rty gotting
into the old route and not arriving until the norning
of 22 1.pr -.5.

(\i.D., H.Q. 5 Cdo l.rod Bde,
21 1.pr 45)

On the night of 21 Apr end ~rning of 22 Apr loeations of the
brigade group were; Brigade headquarters, 2 Odn ..rm.d Regt and 9
Cdo Armd Regt in the vioinity of Vries (2298); 5 Cdo ;.rlild Regt
at :.ssen (2190)' Westlilr R. (Mot) at Tolbert (0709); Porth R. at
Zuidlaren (2900\; 88 Cdn L.A.h. Bty in area (2697); and 8 Cdn Fd
Regt (S.P.), wheeled oonvoy only, at Eeldc (2105). (W.D., H.Q.
5 Cdn i~ Bdo, 22-Apr 45; !~: 5 Cdn :~nd Div/RCA, ~ oit, 8
Cdn Fd Regt (S.P.)). The above noves brought the bulk or-5 Cdn
IJrnd Bda group into north-eastern Holland ready to carry out its
part of the divisional relief of , Cdo Inf Div.

664. Later on 22 ~pr 5 Cdn ~rmd Bde bogan its toke
over. Brigade headquarters \/OS este.blished at Bedum (N2,) along

wl.th battalion headquarters ot I/estlilr R. (Ir.>tl' vbioh plaood
co~ponies at Warffum (21,,), Uithuizen (29,5 , WinsUlil (1827),
and Onderden~UJ:l (2,27). The Westninisters thus took up position
on the left flank of the brigade. Perth R. relieved the Regina
Rif, setting up headquarters at (,87,,7) and oonp~nies at Losdrop
(,9,1), (402,4,), Bierun (41,2), and Godlinze (,8,1). All the
above '<as comj>leted by 2,00 hours 22 1,pr 45. (VI.Ds., H.Q. 5 Cdn
l.rmd Bde, Westmr R. and Perth R., 22 Apr 45)

665. In the afternoon of 2, ~r a oonforence botween
the G.O.C. 5 Cdn hrmd Div and, Cdo Inf Div was held. Plans were
mude for too further relief of Moj/Gon Keefler's formation. Tho
JUnnour€d Division ~as to take over as far as practicable toward
the Dutch-German border. (V/.D., H.". 5 Cdn ••rOO Div 2, 1.pr; 5
Cdn Armd Div Ops Log ~ cit, serial 245, 2, Apr 45). 8 Cdn Fd
Regt (S.P.) deployed rn support of 5 Cdn i~nd Bdo in the area of
WirdUlil (,625) (5 Cdo l~md Div RC~, report on Ops, ~ oit, 8 Cdn
Fd Regt (S.F.). 2 Cdo i~d Re~t proceeded to the Nestor R. (Mot)
area to be ready to take over froLl the Dotor battalion. (lt/.D.,
2 Cdo :~md Regt 2, ~pr 45). By 2,,0 hours, 9 Cdo i~nd Regt,
wi.. th "1." and "B II Sqns dismounted as infantry, relieved the R. Wpg
Rif in ~ppingedam (4125). The relief was oompleted satisfaotorily
although movement was hampered by heavy shelling from the GerlilSn
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coast batteries around Dolfzijl and MarsUQ (4227). (W.D., 9 Cdn
t.rm Regt 23 I.pr 45). Meenwhile Ir R.C. had cow under COIJl1nJ1d
Qf 5 Cda I.rDd Bde and were situated around Siddoburon (4217).
l'hey were to t<lke over fron 1 C. Scot R. as soon as the Scottish
had captured \Iagenborgen (t,517). W.Ds., Ho". 5 Cda "rOO Bde and
Ir R.C. 23 Apr 45)

666. Further chenges took place on 24 Apr. On this
date a final settlenent of the boundary was nade botwoen 5 Cdn
l.rnd Div and 3 Cdn Inf Div. The Dutch - GerDan border, inclusivo
to 5 Cdn ••rOO Div, frOD Goevorden (5853) to the Dellart (2060)
waB defined as the dividing line between the two divisions, (5
Cdn Iornd Div Ops Log £l2. oit, serial 296, 24'I.pr t,5). H.o., 11 adn
Inf Bde Vlent to Ten Boer,,020), h endi ng ovor connand of its seo­
tor to G,GoE.G. The Horse Guards oocupied Leeuwarden {69141 c ~
wi tb R.H.". and "I." Sqn. (VI.D., H Cda In! Bde, Ioppx 7, Ops Log,
serial 7, 24 Apr 45, WoD. 3 Cda brDd Recco Re~y 24 Apr 45).
2 Cdn hrol. Regt took over froD Westnr R. (Mot), which tben moved
to positions on the .11vision's right flank, 1JIJ iOh had booa open
up to ttlis time. By 1600 hours it was situated in tho area of
oostwolde (5312). Meanwhile Ir RoC. bad couploted in the early
morning a sucoessful relief of 1 C. Scot R., locatin~ headquarters
at Siddeburen (4217), "I." & "B" Coys in Wagenborgen (464184 and.
459175), "c" Coy in Nieuwolda (t,8l7), and Support Coy at (414176).
Two troops of tanks from 5 Cda l.rnd Regt were placed in support
of the Ir R.C. stood by at battalion headquarters awaiting the
infantryadvence. 17 Cda Fd,Rego, less one battery, deployed in
rear of tba Irish in its usual supporting role. (W.Ds., H.o.. 5
Cdn l.rmd Bde, 2 Cdn l.rmd Regt, Wostr~ R. (Mot), Ir R.C., 24 Apr
45 )

667. At 0900 nours oa 25 Apr 11 Cdn Inf Bde waS given
command of 5 Odn l.rnd Brigade's sector, and tho inter-brigado
boundary was set as follows: (all inclusive or exolusive to 11
Cda In! Bde) a line from, exolusive Noordorhoogebrug (22l7l' to
exolusive zuidwolde (2319), to inclusive Westereoden (3128 , to
Kolbol (3634) and (420380). (W.D. H.". 5 Cda l.rnd Bde, page 16
and Appx 9, serial 1273, 25 Apr 45). More regrouping in the div­
ision saw tho C.B. Highrs ooncentrated at Lopporsun (3226) in the
role of 11 Cda In! BO.o reserve. (W.D., CoB. Highrs, 25 Apr 45)

668. On 26 Apr 31 Brit A.A. Bde, with under conmnnd 98
Cda I.. Tk Bty and in support 342 Brit H.I.. I .. Regt, took ovor the
left seotor of 5 Cdn l.rmd Div area fron G.G,HoG; The boundary
between the Anti-f~rcraft Brigade and 5 Cdn I.rod BO.o was; all
inclusive to 5 Cdn f.rod Ede, fren (949259), along the road to
Kollum (9421), to the road junction (954195), to Buitenpost
(9a8) and the line of the road south-east to the road junction
(962135). (5 Cdn f,rmd Div Ops Log, ~ cit, serial 1294, 26 Apr
45) • .After the relief G.GoHoG. LlOvc;,[-into 5 Cdn I.rod Bde area,
and looated R.HoQ. at Kollun (9421), "I." Sqn at Kollumerpump
(9724), liB" Sqn at Dokkum {B427}, and !te" Sqn at Grijpskerk
(0419) • (VI.D., 2 Cda !.rnd Recoe Regt, 26 f.pr 45J. I, couposite
group formed of dismounted gunner s frOD 16 Bty and solf-propellod
guns frOD 82 Bty 4 Cda A. Tk Regt wes given a right-flank protec­
tion task. It took Uo position between Finsterwolde (37l1) and
the canal on the Dutoh-Gemen border J where it rec.ained until the
end of operations; Apart from picking up a few stragglers, there
was no activity on this part of the Divisional front. (5 Cdn i~OO

Div RCA, report on Ops, ~ cit, t, Cdn I,. Tk Regt, 20 Apr to 2 May
45). Froo this date to tae end of hostilities, 5 Cdn J~od Bde
end 31 Brit A.A. Ede carried out a passive coest-watching function,
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1<
with nothing of inportonce to report. (5 Cdn •.rod Div Ops Log
~ cit, 26 ;.pr to 3 May 45)

TIlE DELFZIJL POCKET: 'roPOGR.'J'HY

669. Before gping on to an account of tho fighting in­
volved in the clearing of the Delfzijl pocket, it is proposed to
give first a brief description of the ground over \'hich 5 Cdn
Armd Div had to advance and secondly an estimate of the German
forces involved. \fuen taken over by the Armoured Division, the
Delfzijl pocket could be said to be contained by the Ems estuary
and a line running from Hoog-Watum (433335) on the coast through
Bierum (4132), Krewerd (4029), Appingedam (4125), Wagenborgen
(4618), and Oostwolde (5312) to the Dollart at (582172). This
represented a perimeter of approximately 19 miles in 1 ength. On
the 24 Apr units of 5 Cdn Armd Div held this perimeter, having
taken over from 3 Cdn Inf Div. Any subsequent advances resulted
in enemy reaction; therefore this area has been selectod as the
extent of the l!>elfzijl Pocket ll when tho assault began.

670. A 31ance at the map will show that the area waS
divided into two sectors, one in the ~rth and the other in the
South. They were separated by a floodod region roughly wodge­
shaped with its apex reaching the town of Delfzijl and its sides
bounded on tho left by the Damster ri vor and on the right by the
Afwatering canal. H:ilitary oporations in the floodod region
were so difficult that a frontal advance on Delfzijl was not con­
sidered feasiblo. Generally, thoro was v~ry littlo cover in the
area, the ground baing flat and woods non-existnnt. Vehicle
traffic, tracked or otherwise, was restricted solely to ~uads.

Although the fields (polders) were too soft to bear the weight
of any transport, they could be crossed by infentry on foot. The
effect of artillery fire on troops in the open wns considerably
lessened because the shells tended to penetrate into the ground
before exploding, thus redueing the number mld range of lethal
fragments. 1'\110 railway lines ran into Delfzijl from Lopporsum
(3426) and Slochteren (3713). Their embankments provided a mea­
sure of cover in that they wero about four feet above the rest of
the ground. Delfzijl itself was the only feirly large built-up
area, being about 1200 yards in length and 300 yards in width.
It was well isolated from the right sector by a river and two
CQnals converging to the south-w~st of the town, which cut it
off from the land to the west. ~mnll villngc8 were scattered
throughout the Whole area, but tho houses, unlike those in Italy,
provided very poor protection. Due to the flatness of the tor­
rain visibility was very good thus meking movement in daylight
extremely hazardous. (loops: Eastern Holland 1:25,000, Sheets
2606, 2607, 2608, 2706, 2707, 2708).

TIlE DELFZIJL POCKET: ENEMY STRENGTH

671. The backbone of the enemy's defensive strength in
the pocket was built around three Nnvnl 70rtress Battalions, Nos.
359, 360 and 368. As their title implies, these battalions wero
trained for defence of fortifications and had little or no exper­
ience in oondueting operations :incpenweIf'lW. (AiF:4?!LOln:.tm1/IP Int
Summary No 300, para 3). The exact number of enemy troops oppos­
ing 5 Cdn Armd Div is rather herd to estimate because no count of
their dead is given. However, 3821 prisoners of war wero to.ken by

~ No further mention will be made of thoso formations during the
story of the battle to follow.
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11 Cdn Inf Bde Group end 39 by 5 Cdn Armd Bdo. (W.D., 11 Cdn
Inf Bdo., 3 May 45 and \/. D., 5 Cdn Al'md Bde Appx 9, Ops Log sar­
ial 1175 24 Apr 45). A prisoner captured by the Wostmr R. (MOt)
stated that a force of approximately 300 wero manning the guns
on Reider spit. This figure cannot bo checked as all Germans
were evacuated before these g~~s wero overrun. (W.D., Westmr R.
30 Apr 45). Nevertheless, it is sefo to say that the total onemy
strength was woll over 4,000. As in all pockets of this naturo,
it was filled Vlith remnants of fiold formations togethor with ull
sorts of base and linas of oonmunicntion troops. They were
organized into SDlall bottle groups, which proved to be comparat­
ively ineff~ctive due to the inexperience of many of the men 1n
infan try fi!'J1 ting. (AEF: 45/5 Cdn J.rmd Div/L/F Int Summary No
131, Part 1, 25 Apr 45)

672. Field works and digging were on an extensive scale.
A continuous trench system, bounding the landward side of the
pocket, was constructed aaro or loss pera.lled to the coast and
about 2000 yards inland. It was roughly 20,000 yards in length,
beginning at (439306) and ending in the area of the Reider Spit
(5624). (Map: Eastern Holland, Delfzijl 1:25,000, Def overprint
20 Apr 45; W.D. 9 Cdn Armd Regt, Air Photos, dated 19 Apr 45).
It was, of course, imvossible to occupy those trenches in their
entirety; therefore the defensive system was a series of prepared
localities based on the various built-up areus. These were centred
on Nansum (4329), Holwierde (4229), Biesum (4327) Uitwierde
(4427), Delfzijl (4526), Farmsum (4625), Weiwerd 14724), Wolden­
dorp (5320) and the Reider Spit (5623). lunes were eneountered
in some numbers, mainly in the Nunsuo-Holwierde aroa, north of
Appingedam, and across the neck of Reider Spit. (W.D. Perth Regt,
B.C.D., & Westmr R., ~pril 1945). This was tho general picture
of enemy strength, dispositions, and prepared defences. (W.Ds.,
Perth R., ~ Cdn i~md Regt, In R.C., Westmr R., C.B. Highrs, 23
i,pr to 3 May 45)

673. The weapous available to the Germans were a varied
lot. The artillery in the pocket was not numerous only 18 guns
of 75-mm or over being captured. (:.EF: 11 Cdn Inf Bdo/C/D Docket
I, Report on Ops 20 Apr - 3 May -.5, Appx "A"l. This comparatively
amall number of guns at first made it difficult to reconcile the
many reports of severe shelling sent in by all units. However,
this was clarified some'lj1hat when it was realized thn t 28-cm
Batteries on Borkum fired ten to fifteen rounds per gun daily
into the Delfizjl area, and heavy coast guns in Emden were also
active. (AEF: 45/1 Cdn icrmy/L.F. 1 Cdn i~my Int Summary No 300
and NO 305). The main enomy batteries wi thin the pocket Vlore
located around the Nansum (5426) area cnd the Reider Spit. The
fermer were 105 V11limetre and the lAtter l2.8-cm flak guns used
in a ground role. Both were in concrete omplaconents Rnd very
difficult to neutralize. In fact, none of these guns were knocked
out by counter-battery fire throughout the operQtion. (AEF: 45/5
Cdn icrmd Div/RCA Folio I, 8 Cdn Fd Regt (S.P.) Report on Ops 20
Apr - 2 May 45). Two self-propelled guns were captured but thore
is no evidence of any tanks. 20-mm Fl~k guns were plentiful, and
there were sufficient light machine guns to equip tho rifle com­
panies of about eight bat~alions. 8l-DQ ~ortfirs were surprisingly
few, only six. being found. The rost of the weapons includod the
normal inf~ntry types such as rifles, gronades, rocket launchors,
and light mortars. It would seem that the Gcrre.nn.s never carried
pistOlS, or at any rete their presence nevor seened to bo report­
ed. This operation was no exception in that rospect. (11 Cdn In!
Bde Report on Ops ppx "A" !<E. cit)
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TIlE CLE/alNG OF THE DELFZl.T," POCKET: PIli.sE I, 23 /.PH 45

6g. To te~l the story of tho actual clearing of the
Do~:£'zijl pocket it is necessary jO eo back to 23 i~pr 45. On
thaG dutoe the I'e.sr~I}.ldI.g of tho nssaulting units had boen com­
pleted and tho "ekcl; began. f.Hhough the end of Gem".n resist­
anco vIas expecteQ in the nC:ll' fu);u':Ou, it wa.s docided to start
the attack a-:; onou for th3 following reasons: ono, the longth of
ohe perimeter ment t.mt throe of tbe four battalions available
\Ionid hnve to be kept deployed at 0.:'1 times in order to raainta.in
the necessary pressure or theme~y forces; two, tho wenthor was
miserable; and three, the Gerr.mm shelling was accurate and was
t~king a steady toll of Canadian troops. The plan adopted was
divided into two phas0~; Phase I called for a reduction of tho
porimeter and Phase II a diroct assault on Dolfzijl. To carry
out the details of Phase I. Porth R. was to seize an~ consolidate
the line of Holwierde (4229) - Nansum (4329). B.C.D. were to
face up to the enemy' east of ~ppin~ecan (4125), but not to get
involved in a fo~al attack. Ir R.C. was to investigate tho
flooded area south of hppineodarn: push forward to the coast in
the vicinity of Ot9~iun (5024) - TerBunterzijl (5323) and, as
soon as relieved by Wostmr R. (Mot) in this area, swing loft and
o.ttack towards Fll'LlSWll (4625). Vlost,,,r R. (M:>t) was to nove to
?ormunterzijl (5323) and then turn right to clear the Reider Spit.
finally, C.B. Highrs vlere to rennin in reserve wi th tar::ks to be
allotted later. (,lliF: 45/11 CQ~ lnf Bde, Report on Ops 20 April -
2 May 45). Tank support waS sup~Jied by 5 Cdn /~nd Regt (8 N.B.H.).
One squadron was at;tc.ched to per~'~l R. anq two troops to each
of Ir R.C. and Fee'nr R. (It>t;. (,.;.D., H.I.<. 5 Cdn Armd Bde, . '.
Jo_ppx 9 Ops Log, :oe::-ial 1190, datoi 2'. /.pr 45). No details were
'~iven originally regardi~ the details of Phase II. (11 Cdn lnf
Lde Report on Ops, ~~ cit)

~
075. Phase I of the operations to clear the Delfzijl
pocket began on 23 ~pr with Perth R. advancing to the attack on
Holwierde (4229). From the account to follow, it will be seen
that this erec produced the most severo fighting, because any
edvances here ~ore directly affected the defences of Delfzijl
than elsewhere. At 1600 hour. 23 Apr Lt-Col M.W. Imdrew held an
Orders Group and outlined the plan for his battalion; This called
for a sinultaneous occupation of Groote Nes (424315) and Kleine
!;es (->20312) b~- "c" Coy and Krewerd (4029) by Sp Cry, to begin
after last light. On the successful conpletion of thoso naves,
elements of "f." Coy were to take KatIOis (420300) and Olde
Kl.oos~er (4113304), and "B" Coy, r.inforced by a platoon fron
"D;I Cgy, were to seize Holwierde. The action began well.
Lre-;:erd was occupied wi thout opposi t'i. on at OOI~5 hours and "C II

CJy was on its objectives by 0200 hOlrs. The eneny bt...gan to
rJact '~ith acct:rate shelling. Th; effectiveness of his firo my
L e judged when it i p realized that ha had @.Ins on the CO:lst at
(439302) and therefo e was able to reach the whole of tho Perth's
aroa at a range of only about 30eO yards. one platoon of "B"
Co, reached (42G302) by 0505 hour., followed by a sub-unit of
nAil Coy on Kat..miD bj~ 0525 hours~ HB" Coy roported opposition
o.~d called for artillery support, whi.ch ViaS promptly given.
E:uJf:ly guns cont~nued to give troub ...e, but by 1015 hours "B" Coy
was firm on tho north edge of Holwierdo. Tho nain rcsistonco
came from artilleTy fire, and the day's fighting resulted in tho
per~h's haVing one officer and seven other ranks killed, ono
offlcer rule twenty-throe othor ranks wounded end ono other rank
missing. They took 22 prisoners. (VI.D., pe~th R. 23-24 /,pril
1945; W.D., 5 Cdn ;~md Bd. ~ppx 8, Ops Log serials 1151, 1159,
l160, l2l7, 1310, 1810, 1925,1231, 24 Apr ~5)

joE Lteferoncc maps as for para 659j also i~ppx ''H''.
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676. Mo anwhi1o , "1.. 11 c..nd 1'.8" Sqns, B.C.D., disnountcd,
with two troops of t£l.!1ks froll lien Sqn in support, had relieved
R. Wpg Rit in f.ppingodau by 2310 hours 23 i,pr and had occupiod
Dositions already doscrib0d. Two bridges in tho iDl:lediato area
woro choclcod, fI.nd u troop of tanks sent froe "C" Sqn to Jukword
(4027) on picket duty to prevont any eneny froQ infiltrating
between B.C .D. and Perth R. A patrol ,of three Reeon- "
naissance tanj,s wc.s sont to Hookthuizen (41,~78) to clearoout any
Gemans who Iilight bo thoro, but no contact VIas nnco. ....ccuruto
an<". heavy onony sholling ccntinuod throughout the day. (VI.D.,
9 Cdn ;~~ Rogt, 23-2~ ;~r ~5)

677. hS describod beforo, I~ R.C. had relieved 1 C.
Scot R. in area Wngonborgon on 2~ ~pr •. Light shelling, tho gath­
ering up of a fow cnany atraeclars fron 368 Fortress Battalion,
and tho arrival of two troops of tanl::s frOD 8 N.B.H. J concluded
the activities of tho Irish on tho.t date. (W.D., Ir R.C., 23-
24 f~r 45; 5 Cdn ;~nd Bdo Ops Log, ££ cit, serials 1152, 1169,
1217, 1620, 19~5, 24 ~pr 45)

678. \1est= R. (Mot) begun roving in the norning of
24 Apr to take over the right flank of the pocket. ;,s related
before, they proeeedod to aree Oostwold$ (5212) with intentions
of pushing on to the north on tho s~c date. The Battalion plan,
as outlined by Lt-Col G.C. Corbould, D.S.O., was to push two
conpanics forward "G" Goy right am 111.. 11 Goy loft. Tho axis was
to follow the road running north throueh Oostwolderpoldor fran
(542130) to (543150), thence along tho dyke to a point one nilo
south of V/oldend:'-Dp. "0" Coy was to follow 1I~'.. " Coy to tho bridge
north of Oostwolderpolder at (543150), turn east o.nd uo.ko its
wa.y over tho dJTkes to the sea, nne. thon swing north-cast. liB II

Coy was ordered to reliovo IICn Coy of Ir R.C. at Nieuw,elde
(4917) after dark. (\'I.D., Westnr R. (I,lOt) , 24 f.pr 45). Two
troops of tanks and six 105-rnn ShorLuns fron 8 N.B.H. were allot­
ted in support. ~~a 105's were under control of 17 Cdn Fd Regt
und fired by then as <:.rtillery on call. (J1i;]1: 45/5 Cdn ..rnc Div/
RCf., ()ll eit, 17 Cdn Fd Regt). .~t 1800 hours "I," Coy crossed the
start-rine and nade its way to (543150), with no con.~ct and only
occasional rounds of sholl firo falling in thy Vicinity. IIClI
Coy then pushed on cnd joinod it at the sane loc.:'_tion. "1.. 11 Coy
called for fire on sane suspected cnony positions; this was
supplied by tho 105 nillinetra tanks. No cQsualties wore suffered
and nothing nore was reportod on 2.\ ;.pr. (W.D., Vlostnr (Mot)
24 Apr 45; 5 Cdn I~n<". ode Ops LoG ~ cit, serial 1235, 24 Apr 45)

, --
679. During 25 Apr Perth R. did not make o.ny further
advances. J,.". few prisoners of war VlOre picked up by ''Ell Coy in
Holwierde (t.229). On "c" Coy reportin!> that they were being
shelled accurately by four self-propelle" guns. 8 Cdn Fd Regt
replied. ~t 0900 hours 11 Cdn Inf Bde took over command of the
sector from 5 Cdn I~md Bde ani directed the remainder of tho op­
orations from Ten Boer (3020). fJ1 attack by fighter-bonbers on
the enemy guns along the dyke at (439302) was planned for 1420
hours. i~e artillery was to fire smoke shells as DF.rkers, but
the aircraft arrived early and bombed without target indicntion,
therefore causing very little damago. L large Gorm~n patrol near
the southe~outskirtsof Holwierde ~t ( 423296) and suspected
positions at Uiteinde (428312) and ('\30312) were eng"ged by art­
illery and mortars. At 2330 hours an enemy patrol was driven off
by liB" C'oy Perth R. leaving seven dc~d. (lV.D., Perth R •• 25 f,pr
45)

680. B.C.D. weN egain SUbjected to hoevy sholling in
their holding positions. Continuous line patrols wore necessary
to keep communications open. As tho enemy were systemntically
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knocking down the houses '~Iith accurate, heavy-calibre fire, Lt­
Col H. Angle, D.S.Co) ordered the evacuation of civilians from
Appingedam. This was carried out. During the afternoon a patrol
of reconnaissance tanks went out and contacted Perth R. at
Krewerd (4029). (W.D., 9 Cdn Arm~ Regt, 25 Apr 45)

681. Patrolling occ~piod the attention of the Irish
Regiment during the nicnt 24-25 pr~ One patrol made contact on
the Weer Dijk at (478175), ~~d another ret~rned witho~t seeing
any enemy. "GII Coy was relieved by the Westminsters, and moved
aro~nd to some b~ildinp;s on the Wold Weg at (406199). "B" Coy
passed through "A" Coy sri dug in at 5chaapbulten (4621) without
incident. lIDlI Coy reached a point 500 yards north of Wildehof
(444204), unmolestod by tho onemy. Tho day's activities were
concluded by a reconnaissance patrol to Tjuchem (428208), whioh
found the aroa flooded and th~ bridge over the Afwaterings
canaldestroyod. (W.D., :'"rR.C., 25 Apr 45)

682. ilestmr R. (/.lOt) continued their advance during the
early morning of 25 Apr. By first light, "AII Coy reached the
junction of tho Polderwog and the Lipskorweg at (544151) and "c"
Coy the jQ~ction of the Lipskorweg and the Nieuwe Dijk at
(561156). Progress was slow duo to the lack of oover and a vory
brilliant moon. "B" Goy completed the relief of "Gli Coy of tho
Irish and took up position in Nieuwolda (4917), with a platoon
puBhed forward to a group of buildi~s 400 yards south of Kopaf
at (480180). At 1130 hours further pro{;reps was made and "A"
and "G II Gays wero established 200 yaxds south of the junction of
Nieuwo Dijk and DWars Weg at (545172) by 1300 hours. Tactioal
B.H.~. moved to Munnikeveen (548161) in the early afternoon, and
almost inuuodiataly draw enemy sholl fire, as did "C" Ooy H.Q..
No casualti0s vIera suffored.. Movemont ..../as r estrictod during day­
light and nothing furthor occurred during 25 Apr. (iI.D., Westmr
R., 25 Apr; W.D., H.~. 11 Cdo Inf Bdo Appx 7, Ops Log, serial 1,
25 Apr 45)

683. Perth R was relatively inactive on 26 Apr. The
delay "las caused by crutering in tho roads, espeoially at
(399313) on tho Godlinzo - Holwierde road, vhich prevented tho
supporting 8 N.B.H. tanks from getting forward.. Plans were made
to clear the line of tho dyke from Hoogwatum (433335) to (435324)
and from thero to tho road at Uiteinde (428312). The operation
was t a take placo in tvlO phasos. In Phase I, "D" Coy with one
troop of tanks from 8 N.B.H. w!:s to clear as far as Hoogwatum
Whilo a pl:ltoon fro", "c" Coy out the dyke at (435324). On the
successful oompletion of this action, Phase II was to see the
advance of "DII Coy, through He 1I Goy's Platoon t to secur e the
road at Uiteindo. (W.D., Perth R., 26 Apr 45). 8 Cdn Fd Regt
Vlrl.S to provido, on c .... ll, ooncontrc.tions on 0.11 known enemy posi­
tions. 109 Brit H.A.A. Regt, which h~d just come under oommand
5 Cdn Armd Div, was to engago the guns in the Nansum (4329) aroa
from 2200 hours to 0200 hours. (11 Cdo Inf Bde Ops Log, ~ cit,
sorial 62, 26 Apr 45). Poor visibility ca~sed the oancolIrng of
n bombing attack on tha coastal ~uns north of Delfzijl. Shelling
continuod throughout thu day over most of thG Perth sector,
r,:,sulting in ono ..i<:illed a.nd seven v.ounded. O·'.D. Porth R" 26
Apr 45)

684. Tbroughout 26 Apr B.C.D. o~rried on in their hold-
ing rolo. They continued n plan of rotating the dismounted
personnel they h='.d on the ground in Appinged2.ID. ::md reported heavy
shelling ovor their wholo area. This sholling from lnrge oelibro
guns from Borkwn or Emden WOoS very 01'fecti vs.in flattening houses
oomplotoly. (H.D. 9 Cdn Armd Rogt, 26 .:·.pr 45). To assist II Cdn
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Inf bde in its bnttle for DOlfziJl additional artillory support
arrived. This consist.;,,:d of six (105-mm) t1.Ilks from G.G.H.G.,
which deployod in 8 Cdn Fd Rogt1s ~ron and went under its oommand.
It wns intended to usc those guns, with hollow charge shells,
against the ~nomy ooncreto emplaooments. In nddition, other
(75 millimetre) tanks, also from G.G.H.G., conccntrc.t..:.d ncar
Groningen to nwait orders to move up elso for employment as art­
illory. The roa~ining battory of 17 Cdo Fd Rogt arrivod in tho
regilOOntal oro~ and wont into action. (11 Cdn Inf Bdo Ops Log,
~ cit, serials 25, 29 and 68)

685. Patrolling occupied tho attention of Ir R.O.
during tho early morning of 26 Apr. Contact was made on the
Slochteren - Dolfzijl railway at (478226), ond Moodhuizon (4421)
was found to be olear. Later in the morning Lt-Ool L.H.O. Payne
held an orders group in which ho dotailod tho plans for the day's
fighting. All companies except IIBU Coy were to advance. At
1400 hours "c" Sqn, 8 N.B.H. joined tho Irish, and half on hour
later "A" Coy moved off. In spite of opposition und heavy shell­
ing, it reached its objoctivo, ZOmerdijk (487200), by 1630 hours.
"0U Coy followed "A" Coy, and while passing through came WKler
fire and suffered CllSulllties, but gointdits new position, build­
ings on the Neiuwo Kloosterlaan, 1500 yards north of Zomerdijk
at (485215), by 1800 hours. "D" Coy then started out and,
although running into considerable opposition, was firm in its
allotted area, the;. reiblO,y crossing over tho Wester Wag c.t
(470221), by 2300 hours. Shelling continuod throughout the
battalion locality, but, tho situ~tion being in hand tho companios
were dug in securely by midnight. (II.D., Ir R.C., 26 Apr 45)

686. While continuing across tho open fields towards the
sea, IICIl Coy Westm.r R. (Mot) becamo involvod with a strong German
patrol 500 yards north-west of tho intersection of the DWQrG Weg
and Hoofd Weg at (549179) in the early hours of 26 Apr, and a
short fight ensued. Tho enemy \'1115 driven off in disorder, leav­
ing four prisoners bohind. A reconnaissance :pLtro~, or~od by
brigade, mode their way to Scheovoklap (488178) to invcstigato a
crossing ut this point. They roturncd with tho report that it
was strongly held and that th0 site wee not suitQblo for bridging.
At a morning conference at brigade heo.dqunrters, permission W£l.S

grunted to withdraw "B" Ooy from Niouwolde (4917) as the projected
Irish advance VJQuld ta.ke them .:leross this COY's front. The
Brigadier's plan diructed that Lt-Ool Oorbould get two sub-units
North of Woldendorp (5220) us soon us possiblo. During the after­
noon IIC" Coy then pressing on tow:>.rds the sen, W!lS shelled nnd
suffered some casualties in aroa (5518). Tho comm~nding officor
then made his plan c.s folloYis. "All Coy vms to move into Woldondorp
from the south, lIe ll Ooy was to come back from the exposed right
flank Clnd follow I1A II Coy, cnd finnlly IIEII Coy was to get around
Woldondorp from the north-west ot<d so outflank it. Support was
to be supplied by 17 Cdn Fd Regt and a troop of 8 N.B.H. The
attqok got Wldor way during tho e.f't .....rnoon, and IlA" Coy occupied
positions on th~ Oostwolde - lmldendorp rood 300 yards north-west
of the Middendijk at (534186), waiting there until joinod by "0"
Coy at 2300 hours. The day ended with heavy firing from tho 12.8
centimetre flak guns on tho Reidor Spit (5623), but casualtios
remained suprisingly light. (W.D., Wostmr R. (Mot), 261.pr 45;
11 Odn Inf Bde Ops Log ~ cit, sorial 25, 26 Apr 45J

687. At 0035 hours 27 Apr Perth R. began to carry out
the plan as outlined (para 675). liD" Ooy reached its objective
on tho dyke at (433334) at 0220 hours. Forty minutes lutor the
platoon from "0" Coy dug itself in firmly at (434320) and was
supportod by one anti-tank bun and a Wasp flamo throwor, thus
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successfully completing Phnso I of the oporation. Phaso· II was
got und.er wa.y irnmadiately, IlDH coy pc-ssing through the itCH Coy
platoon towards its obj-ective. At around 0515 hours th G enomy
became more active. From then on smnll arJ!lS firo gI'ew more
intense. 8 N.B.H. tanks were ce.llod on for support; with their
help Perth R. renched Uiteinde by 0618 hours. Rosisto~co in the
c.ron. did not ceas€:, one tonk being knocked out. '1'he company
comma.nder asked for more nrmour, and c:"'1.11od down artillery fire
on a self-propellod gun llort.!l onst of ND.l1Sum nt (439297). The
enemy continued to react vary stronf).Y nn<l between 0900 hours
and 1000 hours 71 prisoners were taken by ou~ troops. 8 N.B.H.
tanks in the aroc. of Ui tcilK1e nne::. betweon Kloinu Nos und Bierum
(417316) were suojoct(:G to llo!'.v. sholl fire. lfhis fir:e was kept
up and one tonk v~ :'.8 cventu:llly d0stroyoc~. 11"'110 tank cODJ.liI.\nder
stD..ted th~,t he miGht ho.va to withc11":'W to S,1.ve his vuhiclos, which
were very exposed. IIDIl Coy agL'.in called artillery firu on some
50 Germuns seen forming up around tho dyke north-cnst of Nnnsum
at (440301), but it failed to disperse them. At 1145 hours Lt­
Col ~ndrew called an or~ors group to formul~te anothor plan as
Phase II wus now couploto. Enemy shelline continued thu rest of
the day and wes particularly heavy in IIDII Coy arca, whore the
l~tillery Observation post was set on firo. (w.n. Porth Rogt,
27 Apr 45i 11 Cdn Inf BQO Ops Log ~ cit, SOrials 2, 11, 18, 22,
27 f.pr '~51

688. Moc.nwhile, Brigac.ier J'ohllson lmd outlinod further
tasks for Perth R. The regiment was instructed to seizo the
line Holwierde (4229) - Nnnsum (/>329) in order to propare the
way for the direct assuult on Delfzijl. C.B. Highrs were inform­
ed th~t thoy would bo given the lattvr tnsk. This represonted
Phaso II of the Brigade Plan (soe para 674). C.B. Hi~hrs were
told to be ready to pass throueh thu Perth R. B.B soon as tho
Nansum - Holwierde lino fell. (IbiQ, serial 19, 27 hpr 45)

689. In the early morning of the 27 1.pr a patrol from
the Reece Tp and "c" Sqn, B.C.D. prooeeded to (416282) on foot.
It ~oported enemy movement around the tile works at (417282) and
8 Cdn Fd Regt was oalled on for fire, which wes put down at 0345
hours. Shelling in Appinecdan continued sp~smodicnllyduring the
aay. A patrol to Marswu (4227) was ordered, and at 2130 hours
it set out. Without enemy interforence it reuched Q position close
to the village where it was able to observe end hac.r LlOVU'IlCnt.
The serenity of the nieht WQS rudely disturbod by tho sudden
descent of a counter-mortar conc0ntr~tion in tho vicinity of
Marsum. Ignorant of brigade's intention in this lID ttor the pO:l"rol
made a hurried withdrawal in SaLle exasperation. Thero woro,
however, no casualties. EneLW shelling c02sed at oidnight.
(Vi.D., B.C.D., 27 1.pr 45)

690. Ir R.C. was. inuo'oive duri.llg. 27 Apr and made no, further
moves. hll conpcnies were shelled. Lt-Col Payne gave out his
plans for continuing the battalion's ndvunco( Which was to begin
at 0.00 hours 28th. (w.n., Ir R.C. 27 Apr 45J

691. At 0240 hours 27 hpr tho Westninstera onae n~ain·
drove fOl'7Jard to conpleto thair task of seizing Woldondorp (.?~20).
under covor of an artillery progrOLllilc a.nd thtl fi,re from,. a troqp of
8 N.B.H. tanks, 1I1~tl Coy, its scout platoon engnging with rapid
firo, swept across the rem3ining~OO yards of opcn ground in
brilliant fa~hion. So conpletoly did it surprise tho eno~, he
did not realize wh~t was happening, ~n~ beforo he could recover,
I:/.." Coy wc..s firmly est:l.blished in the northern part of tho town
(529203). The score w~s many German dc~d ~nd 30 prisoners ~~ken,
to no casualties for our troops. One company, however, hnd
insufficient numbers tu occupy tho whole of tho town, so the
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Gornnns returned nn~ got bnck into Woldendorp, thus cutting off
111'..11 Coy for SCrlO tinc. Mocnwhilo t liB" Coy had est.:-.blishod i t­
soli c.t (512195) tho juncti on of tho Haem Weg und lfunstarlae.n.
Th..::: CODI:lC.nding Officor thon crc.cred "BII Coy to continue north­
Y/est of t~ to\VIl ::-.nd tlC11 Coy to join Itl.. 1t Coy and assist it in
nopping up. BeCl~use tIle iiestoini~.:tors wore now under fire from.
tho hcavy flak guns on Hoidar bpit at a range of only fron four
to 5000 yards novcncnt by dQyli~ht w~s extreoely hnznrdou6.
Thorefore, nothing furthor ho.p~oned duri. g d~ylight hours. "·,,t
about 20~O hours c.ll cOIJPanies ra·)orted cQunter-attn.cks coLling
in, but only on "i.." Coy did one :.-.ctually develop.. lSter a busy
helf hour, tho nttack was brokon up, u~.1t COllpeny using every
available \10apOn including som cepturod ones. Great assistc.nco
was given by 17 Cdn Fo. Hagt r.nd t11c supporting troop of 8 N.B.H.
(W.D., Westnr H., (Mot) 27 ~pr ~5)

692. Moanwhilo, Brigadier Johnson c~e up to the Wast-
rnnstor ho~dqunrturs to outline tho progress of tho rest of the
Brigade. Casualties had been hea~ cue progress very slow,
especially in t~e Perth area. The Wostminsters were told that it
was iDperative toot they got on to the sea as quickly 0.8 possible,
and try to knock out tho guns on the spit which were now Within
doadly rango. It was also desired to prevent any large-scelo
evacuation from Teruunterzijl (5323), and, by squeezing the pockDt
from the right to take SODO of the pressure off the units working
on the left. Consequontly, nGll Coy bogan its attack on Woldendurp
at 2220 hours. Tho Garnans fOUght wall fron good positions and
at midnight the Wostninst0rs were still fighting t~cir way forward
to try to join "1." Coy. (VI.D., Vlastor Hegt, 27 l.pr 45; 11 Cdn Inf
Bda Ops log, ££ cit, serial 12, 19, 28, 44, 48, 27 Apr 45)

693. In tho early hours of 28 ~pr the perths pushad
out once mor0 into tho wet darkness to cerry out their part of
the complation of Phasa I of the Brigade plan (sea para 685).
COrlpany tasks were us follows; "G" Coy was ordered to take out
the aneny guns north-oast of Nansun at (439299), UD" Coy to dig
in around sono buildings south-oast of Klein Wiorum (436307),
"A" Coy to attack and hold Nansun (4329), while ''B'' Coy maint­
ainad a firn bose in Holwiorde (4229). Sone of the difficulties 01
ensuing oporetions can be~ppreciutod when it is realized that the
threo attacking oonp::mias Vlere now working within 1000 yards of
tho n.orrmn guns on the coust, which Vlere "wll protected by snaIl
erns and strongly enpl::ced in ooncrete. Once sighted by these
guns there would be vory little possibility of taking cover.
"CII Coy stc..rted out, but by 0300 hours lVo.S in trouble as a nine
field had be~n oncounter~d in the area of Gnarbindeweer (432318).
Severnl anti-personnel nines ~xp1odaQ, wounding the company
connander end killing one of ~le platoon cocnanders. ~ patrol
sent forward to try to discover ~ gap returned ~t first light,
unsuccessful. "CI: Coy ~'~as then Q["c.ared to wi thdrew. With the
coning of daylight eneny shellinG beC~le severe, es anticipated,
o.nd severc..l cc.sunlties resulted. un ll Coy bggan its advanoe at
1515 hours to t~ke positions O~Bt and south-east of K1einwierun
at (440310) end (435307), nooting slight opposition at first.
T,'lG conpr-.ny celled. for ['.rtill~rj~ fire end got on. By 1630 hours
opposition h~d stiff~nod anG onemy gun fire bec~e intense. l~t­

illery was asked for a.gain, and wcs given. UDI; Coy was now
approac~ing its objective practically under the nuzzles of tho
enony const battery, but snoka broug~t down by the nortars provid­
od cover. At 1750 hours "D" Coy had ono platoon at (435307),
which took 20 prisoners. More snoke wes called for at 1815 hours
and the finc.l objective (439310) was recched at 1945 hours. I'D'"
Coy now fimed up cnd dug in. (l1.D., Porth H., 28 Apr 45) .
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694. Mannwhile, nCil Coy hnd boen ordarcd to follow "D"
Coy, and now vms instructGd to pnss through end carry out its
originel to.sk. (W.D., Perth R., 28 ,.pr 45). This was not an
ensy ono, bocnuso it weB fOlli1{ very difficult to knock out tho
GoruOll guns. These could b 0 neutrC'.lizod by artillery fire only
as long us the gut's. were actunlly firing. Thus, when the fire
had to lift in order to ello'N the infentry to get on to the
objective, thQlcoulcl rGtulieto. "ea Coy solved this however,
liternlly lllao.ninG anti an artillery cancentr$\tion on the enanv
buttery J thus npPc'lrinc :lllOllGst the euany gunnere boforo they had
tine to uc.ko use of their nuu~rous snnll arose (:~F: 45/5 Cdn
:Jnd Div/RCh Folio I, 8 Cdn Fd Rogt (S.P,).Report on Ops, 20 Apr
- 2 May 45). By 2245 hours "it had overrun thB guns nndo~aken

177 prisoners. '.Phis oporation was carri.cd out with dash and skill,
and a vory sticky position fell vlith conparatively fldw casualties.
1I1~11 Coy, which had concantr:tted in BierLUl (4132), vms ordered to
edvence throuGh "D" Coy end attack Nansun (4329). They were
pt:.Biling on <6 28 I.pr CCIle to e close, (II.D. Perth R., 28 A~r 45)

695. B.C.D. spent 28 :.pr preparing for tJ:1eir attack on
Marsun (4227) which had been ordered et the Brigcdier1s confor­
ence in t he naming. This "Ilo.S to go in as soon as the Pl;;!rths·
had conpleted their opera.tions for the dny. Eilcny oo.elling
eased off souowho.t, cnc.., El.pD.rt froll n routine patrol to Krewerd
(4029), end callinG down ertill.ery fire on targets on their
front, there was nothinc further to report. (W.D., E.C,D., 28
,\pr 45)

696. lJ'ter a dny's inactivity, II' R.C. [loved on a.~o.in
wi th the int anti 0D- of soizing the tow" of 0 terdULl (5024). (11
Cdn Inf Bda Ops Log, ~ ci t, serial 17, 27 I.pr 45). Lt-Col
Payno decidod to fl.dve.nco with two co'.lponies up, IlJi.1t Coy to nove
up along the dyke of tho Tcrnunter Canal, and nCll Coy directed
toward Heveskes (4824). "Gil Coy procoeded according to plnn,
and, in spi to of fleetinG consic1r-rable opposi ti on and h.£. ving to
pass through sone wire, rE.c.ched (488234) J 500 yards fro!.l Heveskes
et first light, taking 23 prisoners. (VI.D., Ir R,C., 28 Apr 45).
"1~1I Coy on the other banc., w:'..s not so successful. Proceeding
along the dyke, botneon 0445 end 0530 hours it became involved
in a. serious ~ll ~ns battle with the Geroans. The conpany
position at this tine wes obscure butW6s reported in a general are
(520220), 500 yerds eouth-west of Wartuuerklap. The ene~y were
occupying positions dug in behind wire obstacles Which had not
shown up on the air photogrttphs. (11 Coo Inf bde Ops Log, ~ cit,
seriels 12 and 18, 28 I,pr 1,5). In faet, the opinion of Ir R. C.­
was toot the GeroQl1s had allOitled ilJ~lI Coy to coma in close, end had
then sprung a prepared tra.p. One platoon escaped the encircle­
!:lent and fOUght its way back to tho original company position,
but it was upperontly unable to give any coherent picture of
what WQS happening. (VI.D., Ir R. C" 28 I,pr 45). By 0800 hours
there began to COLle in roports which indicated that 111..1' Coy hed
run into the nein Ger~an defensive line. It was an£2ged by llortar
and heavy DB.chino gun fire, l1S well as the smaller infan try
weapons, fron the vicinity of tho canci at Wartunerklap (524226).
Eneny light mchina f,ouns wore active on both sides of the canal,
and lIJ~lI Coy coule!. mako no further heac-way. Meanwhile

J
IICII Coy

had firne<l up and reportod c. J..D..r 5 e crater in tho road at
Do Ponperij (487225), on which the pioneer platoon got busy.
":." Coy wes finc.lly loe~t"d :It (522225), 200 yards south-west of
Wnrtermcrklap at noon, but connunic~tionswere unsatisfnctory
due to wireless batteries running down. In the afternoon a pat­
rol with new bl\tterios was sent forvmrd. Due to the henvy machine
gun fire, it could not ~ke contnct, inlic~ting th~t the conpany
wes still surrounded. L feasible route for taru(S aving been
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discovored, 8 N.B.H. prepared to go forward to support "C" Coy.
(11 Cdn Inf Bdo Ops Lof, ££ cit, sorials 24, 41, 63, 70, 28 ~pr
45)

697. .J.·~t tho Brigade lilorniI1f, conference Ir R.C. was
told to eet nssist:'.l.'1.cO to its Ill..n Coy e.nc.. to organize Co reserve.
(Ibid, serial 30). In consequence of these ins tructions Lt-Col
Fayne ordered "1~1I Coy to rennin where it was ant. "BlI Coy to pass
through one go on to Borgswecr (5123), ~~c platoon which had got
back froB "1~1I Coy was to go nlong wi th "BI; Coy and drop off a.t
its own sub-unit on roaching th.",t a.rea.. (Ibid, serial 69).
IIB" Coy got rOQdy to W::'}(13 i tc advance and was to !'JOVE) off son€!­
tine between 2300 hours Rnd rndniGht. However, news of counter­
attacks against "1.. 11 Coy CULle in as the da.y emded, nne. since the
situation was not cleared up tUltil later, it becane necessary for
the Irish to oake a new plan and regroup. (Ibid, serials 83 and
86)

698. In tho early hours of 28 f,pr, the two Vlestnr R.
(!'lJt) cOLlpanies h:ld joined in Woldendorp (5220), "0" reaching
IIi.." at 0600 hours. Together they b eGan the task of clearing the
town. This ~as delayed by a counter-attack, Which was beaten
off with hc~vy casunlti0s to tho enoDy in killed, wounded and
prisoners. 1~e job of clearinG the town went on all nnrning and
Vias not couploto Wltil 1200 hours. (VI.D., Vlcstnr R., (Mot) 27
and 28 Apr 4.5). Onco aGain, the ne firness of tho enarlY guns and
lack of cover postponed J:.lov,:nent unti 1 at.ter b st light. Shelling
was severo in Vloldendorp (5220), uany houses being coupletely
razed. l ..t 211.5 hours liB II Coy left its ole. location and began
the task of outflanking Woldendorp. 'rhe troop of 8 N.B.H. tanks
and tho Wasp flane-throwors acconpunying thd infantry found the
muddy tracks very difficult to nove over. Craters and blows
oaused oonsiderable delay, holdine up the advance until they
ceuld be fillGd or by-passed. 111. 11 Coy had been ordered to s triko
out north of 1'Ioldondorp to take bUildings <lnd the road junction
at (536217). It tried to do tr.is, but every attempt was blocked
by extrenely accurate fira froll tho henvy flak guns on Reidor
spit. Because they were beyond the ranee of 17 Cdn Fd Regtts
2.5-pounders, nothinG nuch could be done to neutralizo then and
tho only guns capable of reaching them wore the six I05-~ tanks
of 8 N.B.H. These weapons were unable to firo rapidly enough to
produce a concentration SUfficiently hcnvy to prevent the Gornan
gunners fron worldnB their pieces. 28 ~pr cane to n close with
"B" Coy plt~bing on slowly, and "Ll! Coy pinn~d down at the North
edge of Weldcndorp. (II.D., Westnr R., 28 Apr -,5; 5 Odn ;.m.d Div/
RC~, Report on Ops. ~ cit, 17 Odn Fe Regt)

"OLEf>RIID THE DELFZIJL POOKET: PHf.BE II, 29 fJ'R 45

699. ~t the mornine COl~erence of 29 Apr 45 the unit repros­
entativ~received froLl Bri[jQdier Johnston orders to begin Pha.se
II of the Delfzijl operations. Perth R. was to continue its job
of consolidating the line fran Holv/iorde to Nansum. C.B. HighI's
were told to stand by, ready to relieva the Perth R. as soon as
the 1a tter ho.d C arJploted its task. \Jhen this relief had b0en
carried out, the Capo Brotons were instructed to launch an attack
to seize Uitwiordo (4427) as a j~ping off place for their assault

* Referenoe II1E!.pS as for para. 659; also l ..ppx "H[I.
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on Delfzijl. This assault was to take place on the night follow­
ing the fall of Uitwierd.e. B.C.D. ".~ere ordered to capture ~1ar8um

in oDder to allow the mppers to conduct bridging operations at
Holwierde. The timing of this attack, like that of C.B.H., was
to denend on the Perthsl seizure of their objectives. ~here waS
no change in plans for Ir R.C. or the \iestmr R. (/lot). The
squadron of 8 N.B.H., now with Perth R. was to continue with
C.B. Hi<Ohrs when 1Oo.ey becan their attack. Finally, G.G.H.~ts
l05-mm tanks were instructed to car~y out neutralizing shoots
against the flak guns on ~eider spit. (11 Cdn Inf Bde Op Log,
~ cit, serial 36, 29 Apr 45)

700. The morning of the 29th davlncd fair and thc Perths
continued on towards NansUlll (4329). t 0145 hourS"A" Coy was
engaged about 800 YCiXds ahead of liD II Coy's positi on, by small
arms fire from north of the town, But reported the t it would
deal with this and get on. During this, the company reached
Bosch (433300) and took 70 prisoners. t this point, however,
ammunition ran low, wheruupon the company commander decided to
hold his present position until stocks could bo replenished.
About 15 minutes after this decision ilad been made tasre dev­
eloped an enemy counter-attack Which, under the circumstances,
COuld have been very serious. In spite of these difficulties,
the company held it s ground by the use of ca?tured enemy weapons
and the help of closo support fire by 8 Cdn Fd Regt (S.P.). At
0145 hours a large number of ~ermans were siGhted on the Nansum ­
Holwierde road and HA" Coy, remaining alert and aggressive,
oalled down artillery fire on th e \Jith f>"Ood r esults. After 0900
hours, IIAII Coy went off the air and its situation became obscure.
In order to maintain oontact, a patrol was sent ~rom 'mil Coy to
find out what 'was happening. p..round midday "CII Coy observed
onemy south of Nansum and al0nb the coast north-east of Uitwierde
and asked for air burst. This VIas brOUght dO\1n effectively. By
1430 hours, a no'W sup ly of ammunition hr...Ci been got forward to
uA" Coy, \'lhich pushed on again. Aidod by artillery fire on
Nansum, it entered tho villa.;:,o agai.nst soma opposition. In the
moantime, !tDll Coy, \11 th tank supgort, began the job of clearing
the area bev.een Nansum and. Holwierde. The day's action came
SWiftly to a close. ''0'' Coy completed its task and by 1700
hours contacted "All Coy in Nansum 'ChCl latter being firm by this
timo. Starting around 2145 hours, C.B. Highrs began thoir relief
of the Perth R. with the two tlCli Cays Qxchanging positions.
Perth R. Withdrew into brigado res~rve, carried out a regrouping,
and ended the day with tht,; companies as followB: "ell Coy at
Bierum, nAil Coy at Losdorp, "DII Coy at Holwierde, and "E" Coy at
Spijk. (W.D., Perth R., 29 Apr 45)

701. B.C.D. in AppinDedam received their usual amount
of shelling during the c'_,,-. At 2015 hours they left their aroa
to take Marsum (4227). For this job they formdd a small battlo
group composed of the reconnaissance troop supported by two
troops of tanks from I:CIl Sqn. After shelling the villa.5e liber­
ally with tank guns, t~ group ~tared Marsum and discovered that
it was already clenr of enemy. As the att~9kers beGan to dig in
about the perimeter, the enemy started to shell them quite heavily,
This continued, and at 2100 hours tho open-topped light tanlw
wore sent back to Oostorwijtwerd (3827) in orde= to preserve them
from possible damage. L:l.ter, disI!lOunted personnel from nAil and
"~" Sqns were sent to 15a.rsum to help the reconnaissano9 troop
flrm up. A troop of tanks from. IICll Sqn proceeded to Holwierde .
and contactod the company of tho Perth R. at 2157 hours, romnin­
ing thoro with tho infantry durin5 the ni@lt to strengthen their
defences. AlthOUgh enemy harassing fire continued until midnight,
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no further action was reportbd for tho day. (W.D., 9 Cdn Armd
Rogt, 29 ADr 45)

702. By midnight on 29 AP~ Ir R.C.'S situation hod
cleared up somowhat. 111.." Coy, after two enemy countor-attacks,
had withdrcwn to its formor aroa at ZOmerdijk (491200). Lt-Col
Payne made 0. new plan, which was as follows: liB" coy wns directed
to take the Wartumerklnp nren (524226) followed by ''D'' Coy,
Which would thon pass through to seize Borgsweer (5122) .~d
(518233), and lIAIl Coy W;).S to take oyor "DII COY's position. (11 J

Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log on cit, sorial 6, 29 Apr 45). By 0700
hours. liB" Coy h!'.d rcc.cIiO'<! (522224) J without cnsualtius ::lnd took
12 prisoners. (W.D. Ir R.C., 29 Apr 45). At 0630 hours the
W.stminsters reportod contact with the Irish nt (524229), and
Boon ~ftor tho Irish st~tcd thnt they wore sending a platoon
forward to (522224). (11 Cdn Inf Bdo Ops Log ££ cit, serials
26, 27, 29 Apr 45). At 1050 hours "D" Coy roportOcra body of
enemy troops about 300 strong moving on tho neiwerd (4724) ­
Hcvoskos (4824) road. The Germans woro engaged by artillery and
machine gun fire With somo results. (Ibid, sorial 46). In tho
early nfternoon civilians reported tha~rdum (5024) had boen
abandoned end that tho garrison had gone to Termunterzijl (5323)
to wait evacuation to Emden (6530). Consequently, fire was
brought down on both of those places and "G" Coy dospatohed a
platoon to investigate Oterdum. (Ibid, serials 52, 53 and 63).
In tho moantimc J ItA" Coy h:-.d movcd""""'Q"lT to relieve I'D" Coy in
accordance With tho. battalion plan as dotailod oarlier in this
paragraph. (Ibid, serial 46). Due to the opposition being less
thun expected~1I Coy va th onc platoon of ''D II Coy under command
W:lS ordered to take Borgsweer (5122). The lost report from the
Irish on 29 ccme in at 2400 hours and stcted that "D" Coy had
bvgun moving at 2230 hours to follow up behind IIBu Coy. (Ibid,
serials 63 and 81). ----

703. Dur~ng tho oarly morning hours of 29 l~pr, flBtl Coy
(Westminsters) kept moving slowly, t:lking 42 prisoners o.nd a
numt.er of enemy weapons ('I.D., Vlcstrnr R. (Mot) 29 Apr 45). By
0100 hours it h:ld reached a point 500 yards south of Botterij
(516205); there a tank, e rlnmo thrower and a earrier bogged
down, causing furt.l:ler dehy. (11 Cdn Inf Edo Ops Log oj> cit,
serial 5, 29 fl,pr 45). "Ie" Coy was still pinned down attliC"
northern edge of Roldondorp (5320), the 105-millinetre tanks
boing unable to neutrclizo tho flak guns on the spit. By 0410
hours "B" <;oy had passed through a v<ira obstaclo at (518213) and
firmed up just south of WartU!Ilcrklap, 'whenco it contacted "B"
Coy of tho Irish at 0630 hours. (Ibid, serials 17 and 26).· The
Commanding Officor mado c new pl~~ entailing a two-company attock
With 111\11 Coy on tho right and IIBu Coy on thu loft. ul.." Coy was
to pass through "B" Coy, swing right to (536218) and on to
Tcrmunten (.5422). "BII Coy, meanwhile, wns to capture Termunter­
zijl (5323), and ·C" Coy was to rom::in firm in Woldondorp and
patrol to the cast as fnr as possiblo. (Ibid, sorial 82; W.D.,
Westrnr R. (MOt) 29 ,~pr 45). By midnight,--.If.lT Coy had passed
through "B" Coy end was well on its way. (11 CdIl Inl' Bde Ops Log,
~ cit, serial 82)

704. During the night of 29 Lpr C.B. Highrs completed
thoir relief of porth R. and preparod to launch thoir attack on
Delfzijl. 111.. 11 Coy was tho first to move and took up position at
(423309) at 0245 hours. Tho day was quiet but tho pioneers were
kept bUSy clearing mines Gnd doing genoral road repair in tho
vicinity of "I." Coy. (VI.D. C.B. Highrs, 29 I,pr 45). By 2300
hours the remainder of th0 battalion came into tho lino. ItCIl
Coy took over at (439302), and "D" Coy at Holwierdo, Whilo "B"
Coy remained in Biorum (4132). (Ibid, :,pr 9, 28 and 29 Apr 45).
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In his plan for tho battalion attack Lt-Col R.B. Somorville ~ad
divided t~e operation into four phases. Phase I was to cons1st
of an advance, with IIA" and uE" Cays up, to seize the dyke ar~a
at (445282) and Uitwierde (4427) rcspeeti~ely. (11 Cdn Ip~.Bue
Report on Ops, ~ cit, Docket III, C.B. H~ghrs; W.D. C.B. H~ghrs,
Appx 9, 30 Apr 45 ):--In Phase II, "c" CO~ :"US to pass through
"All and IIBI! Coys end capture the p,un poslt~ons e.t (455279). When
this WaS oompleted, Phase III was to consist of "Du Coy going
through "c" Coy and taking mora euns at Delfzijl harbour (463270).
In Phase IV, the railw~y station (549270) was to be tcken and the
town mopped up, The st.:l:J:t lino was dotcilcd as the road running
from Holwierde to Nc.nsum in square (4329); H hour was to depend
on tho coepletion of tho Perth's relief. (11 Cdn Inf Bde Report
on Ops, ~ ~)

705. At 0110 hour3 30 Apr thu attack began, "A" ond liB"
Coys passing through ''D'' Coy. "B" Coy reported slight opposition
at 0200,hours shortly aften/erds tcking approxieately 200 pris­
oners. J,.t 0245 hours, it arrived on its objective (445282) with­
Qut much trouble. ltA II Coy h::ld an oqually easy timo; it rcachDd
Uitwierde (4427) at 0300 hours, capturing 40 prisoners on the
way, The total morning count was about 400. The COIDQcnding
Officor thon procoeded With the consoliclation by sending two
guns from the anti-tank platoon to ouch of tho forward companies
and orderine 8 N.B.H. tacks forw~rd. No.3 Tp froe "A" Sqn
arrived at Uitwiorde in tiuo to be of asoistanco to tho infantry.
Tho following excerpt fron an 8 N.B.R. report on operations,
describing 3n eng~ge~cnt involving No.3 TP, serves to illustrate
the strength of thv Gerr:mn positions.

During the firming up a largo pill bex was ongaged by
a 17 pr tank. ThOU&l nany hits were scored by AP the
fir ing continued. !~tor ont;) round of SI..BOT ammunition
was used, the white flag ,U1S shown nnd no further
firing was observed to cor::.e froD the pill bOX, Sub­
sequent oX3I~n~tion showe~ the i~ rounds had penotrated
a distaneo of 511 feut and still had not broken through
the reinforced concreto walls. Tho Si~OT round had
hi t high on tho pill box !:'.nd had cell sod the concreto
to brenk loose Oll too inaido 01' the 7 foot thick walls.

(:~F: 45/5 Cdn hred Bde/C/D, Folio
5, Report on Ops 5 CQn Arnd Regt,
25 pr 45 to 5 May 45)

IlA" nnd liD" Co~'s Vlere ins'\;ruct0cl to p'1trol forward to try to
regain contact. ~10 patrols cane back in at 0600 hours, report­
ing that they had gone sone distance wi thout being able to fincl
any enany. Word was received fr L Brigade headquarters that the
C.B. Righrs were to wait until d~rk beforo beginning the re~in­

ing phasos of the ope:~tivn. During tho Dorning the Pioneer Pl,
supported by tho Cl'.rrlOrS, set out to swoep tho rand to ttB" Coy
but cistook the route and found thcnselves in BiDsun (4427),
being sOQewhut disturbed to discover that it abounded with grey­
clad soldiery. They recovcr~d quickly, however, wld, aftor an
exchange of unploasantnoss, withdrew in triU.I!l.ph with 23 prisonors
for tho loss of one killed ?~d two woundod. Phaso II began at
2200 hours, when "Oil Coy crossed the start lino. It very shortly
ran into a nine fiold and the pioneors got to work icnvdiutvly to
cloar,a path. TI\is w~s a tedious tQsk, und so!w shells began to
fall 1n the aro~. At 2~OO hours contact Was again audc with the
cneny. A quick attack rosultvd in 49 nuru prisoners being addod
to tho. Capo Bretons' bag. ~·~t l1il1nicht 30 Ji.pr "C" Coy was still
~dvanc~ng slowly. (W.D., C.B. Hi~lrs, 30 hpr 45)
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706. On 30 Apr B.C.D. wore ordered to extend right and
left of their present position Qnd to hold the line fron n point
(4252~~), on tho Eonokannnl uouth of Opwiorde, through (423262),
Marsum (4227), to tho road junction (423292), 500 yards south of
Holwierde. Thc~" vlere also instructed to clear the part of
Appingcdan south of th0 Donator 1'i vcr. 1111Q stnrtiIlf! tina for
this taok not being give~it did not tnku plece untl1 31 Apr.
As shelling in l~ppingl)do.D. continued IIB" Sqn' s disnounted troops
were noved to trv to ~void it. ~h~ro w~s nothing else of iapor­
te-nco to report for the d~y. (\I.D •• 9 Cdn arod R0gt, 30 Apr -.5)

707. i~t dmm all 30 l.pr UB" Coy II' R.C. went into
Borgswecr (5123) against r.'O opposition. liD" Coy then pa:::;sed
thrOUgh c.nd occupied Oterc.ul (502.;.) by noon, c.gain findinG that
the onemy had wi thdrc.\Jn. Lt 16,0 hours "01l coy struck out for
Heveskes (4824) and by 1800 hours ostablished itself in the
ville. 0, still without onoDy ro..wtion. rl'hc Gorrons ....Jare rJoving
as quickly as they co uld tow':'.rdc Delfzijl, ~d the pocket was
re.pidly shrinking in :U"..Jf.. 1I1~1I Coy h ......viI\0 been reorb::.nized
joinod IIC" Coy in Havcskl:D (.+824), f'J1G. ·ooth Vlere consolidatod by
last lif,ht. So ended. tho day's o'ctivitieE for tiw Irish. (VI.D.,
II' R.C., 30 Apr /,5)

708. In the oarly hours of 30 :.pr "B" Coy V/estlilinstors set
out into wild rainy c.:rrknoss towa s th~ port of Tornunterzijl
(5,23) ••~ the fields had bocono very narshy, tho going was not
oasy, end in the first light of davm "BII Coy fOWld itself about
1000 yards i'rot1 itu objvctivo. ~. doteruinod dash across the open
ert'l.od with the c enpnny iuickly establishil!.g i taclf in tho town
and sonding pr:.troll3 forwElrd to tn.,; boe.ch. 111,:' Coy had sonewhnt
L1oro troublo, running into a stront; cnurJY position at (536217).
It quickly doa-It Wi tIl this, howover, '1Ild reached Tornunten (5422)
shortly after IIB" Coy h'1C. eot on to it s objectiyo. By 0600 hours
a troop of 8 H.B.H. t'luks 1.0.(:. :'D.CO its way forward to tho londing
troops and tho task of uopping up bc~an. Tcrnunterzijl (5323)
yialdou n l~Gu hc.ul uf \]ncli.Y tr.:;v1);,J 'lID equipDont. It hod boen
sot up as an CJvc.cuatioH point, end Si~ 11 boats had boon gathered
for that purpose. Thero w~s no fiGhting and tho Gero~ns surren­
dered in groups of ,0 ur nora. By nuon the town wus cIanI', as was
also Tur;:,untoll (5·.22). Thu day's bae auountod to ovor 500. Mean­
while, IIC" Coy had st.J.rtcd it:::; p:.:..trolling Elctivity. L carrier
patrol was sent to invustL~c.t0 tb.. Johannes Kerkhoven Poldvr
(5.520) and thon work north ull foot tcwa.rds Reidor spit. Foot
patrols loft Woldendorp at thl.. c.::u ,0 tina to ft;llow !l parallel
axis to the SorlO objoctive. By 1600 hours !tClI Coy hatl uovud up
to aren (555224) ani 'l,rne prepnril.!{; to ~ldvunco agcinst Reidor Spit.
(11 Clli~ Inf Bde Ops Log, op cit, oerial 59, 30 Apr 45). It touk
six prisoners but it soon-oecamo apparent that one company could
not take the spit wmided. From its positions nc" Coy was practic­
ally peerina down thb muzzlen of thu 12.8 centimetre flak guns,
being wltbin 1000 ya.d~ of then. 1~u only approach was narrow,
well wirod, and mined. In th<.. words 01' the \lestminster' s diary:

In these posi ti ann the; troops were loss than 1000 yards
from the GOl~n guns and woro eV0n ablo to watch thd
gunners loadinc Elnd firinG.

(II.D., tlestmr R., 30 Apr 45)

Artillery support was limited tu t 0 six 105-mm tanks and ono
7.2-in howitzer. T~0S0 guns wore insufficient to put dovm enough
nDutralizing firo. In Vil)W of this und tho exposed position now
occupied by "C" Coy, Lt-Col Corbould decided to c:mcel its attack
and vlithdrew it to the linG uf the ca.nal and dyk" in (5521).




