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620, The relative inactivity of Brigadier Allard!s

other units can well be understood if the situation is viewed
from a divisional level., Fus M.R.81 action at Munderloh (4194)
was merely an exploitation of thc left pivot on which 4 Brigade
was swinging to the north-west, Thc task of the remainder of the
Brigade was to hold and atterpt to shake loose the opposition by
continuous patrolling. This prograrme was carried out quite
successfully and by the end of the day the Germans facing

Camerons of C., and S. Sask Re had bocome keenly aware of the threat
of being out-flanked fron the north-ecast first by :the. Fus, MiR.,then in
a wider sonse by 4 Cdn Inf Bde. (W.DS., S. ~ask R., Camerons of
Cey 29 Apr 45)

621, 4 Cdn Inf Bde's attack was marked by total success
despite the most deplorable weather, which especially hampered
the movement of the tanks., Shortly after first light R.H.L.I.
which had earlier been pinched out of the front line, took over
Re Regt C's. positions around Kirchkimmen, This left the Royals
free to assemblc in the arca presently occupied by Essex Scot on
the left and it was from here that Lt-Col Lendrum launched his
attack to the north-wests (W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde and units,
28, 29 Apr 45), The hoavy rain and nuddy roads did not encourage
the "going", but R. Regt C. made good progress against wery light
resistance and by 1030_hours reported that it was in full posses=-
sion of the four farms® north of Hesterort (4496). (W.D., H.Q.

4 Cdn Inf Bde, 29 Apr 45; also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, op cit,

29 Apr 45, serials 5831, 5834, 5844)

622, As soon as R. Regt Cs was firm, Essex Scot re=-
ceived the signal to advance, Lt-Col Pangnan'!s companies moved
through the Royals and, having ronched the nain highway on a
front of two companies, passcd on to consolidate on the northern
side without trouble, At this point the brigadier, realizing
that he nust "grab off" as ruch of the main axis gs possible in
order to allow for the repair and clearance of the road, ordered
R.H.L.I, to thrust on betwecn thc two farward units., (Ibid:
serials 5809, 5862, 5869, 5875; also W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cin Inf Bde,
RH.L.I,y 29 Apr 45)e Having an easy tine, the Hamilton Battalion
travelled straight up the highway and cstablished a strong posi-
tion astride the axis centred on thc crossroads (42003%0) 2000
yards west of Dreckort (4499). (Ibid). This did not mean, how=-
over, that the road itself was corplotely clear., There were nany
large craters and felled trees along the way and the eneny had
left an unusually large number of buried bombs and mines to delay
the Canadian's advance. (Ibid)

623, On the right flank opposition was equally light
against Brigadier Megill's battalions. O0f these R.H.C., had

swung north in the norning to cross the railway between Hude
(4802) and Delmenhorst. e only interference came from a 20-mn
gun around which a platoon of Germans were dug in, but this
resistance did not last lo against the intense fire of 10 Cdn
Arnd Regt's Shermans. By 1605 hours the Black Watch was strongly
entrenched on cither side of the railway south of Hude, and at
that time R. de Meis went through to attack the town itself
(4802)s The enemy was totally uneble to stend up to the withering
fire directed at hin by R. de Mais, Within three hours Lt-Col
TI.alonde reported that Hude was clear end that his patrols were

# Fuchsberg (4397)
Hurrelhausen (4497)
Krahenhoop (4398
Schoolaber (443%981)
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out in strength, (W.Ds., H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf Bde, R«H.C., Re do Mais,
29 Apr 45; also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log; op eit, 29 Apr 45, serials
5933, 5935, 5945)s During 21l this tire, Calg Highrs had remained
in their positions nor th of Hohenboken (5199) but had allowed a
portion of 8 Cdn Recce Kegt to pass on to the north-west and
follow the right side of the railway. In this area, however, the
eneny had cratered his roads well, Although some neasure of
protection was afforded to thc Black Watch and to R« de Mais for
thelr attack on Hude, progrcss was slowcd up by the many obstruc-
tions, (ID14, scrials 58%8, 5895, 5929, 5942)

624, Maj-Gen llatthews immediate problen was to get his
brigades in proper line-up for the assault against Oldenburg,

For the past twenty-four hours 6 Cdn Inf Bde had held the pivot
position while the other two fornations swung in from the east,
The actual movenent for position was not yet completed, and thus
on the ovening of 29 Apr the arders issucd to thesc brigadiers
inplied a continuation nf the plan until such a tine as the
General Officer Comanding felt that his line was sufficiently
secure to commence what was tc be 2 Cdn Inf Div'!s final attack of
the European wer, In the centre 4 Cdn Inf Bde was instructed to
clear the woods (3900-3999) astride the highway some 3000 yards
ahead of the area occupicd by R.H.L.I. and also to assume respon-
sibility for the Munderloh sector. On the right 5 Cdn Inf 3de
was first to sweep through the forest west of Hude then commence
a second sweep northwards towards the Weser River. Brigadier
Allard was given the task of clearing that part of Staats Forest
Oldéenburg which lies north-west of Sandhatten, while on the far
left flank 3 Cdn L.Ai.L. Rogt advanced in concert with 6 Bde to
seize the road junction (3194) west of Astrup (3194) and the farms
at Hoven (3%3%93). (Ibid, serial 5953)

6254 - The operations continucd accordingly throughout

320 Apr.. On 6 Bde's front Fus M.R. handed over the village of
Munderloh to 8 Cdn Recce Regt and then went back to form up with-
in the perimeter held by Camcrons of C, north of Kirchhatten,
Fron hore the advance was carried north-westwards without oppos-
ition, By night-fall Lt-Col Dextrazec had occupied all the road
and rail crossings (3495) ecast of Strock (3395) and also held a
dominating positicn overlooking the open ground to the cast,
(W.Dsy HsQo 6 Cdn Inf Bde, Fus M.R., 30 Apr 45; also 2 Cdn Inf
Div Ops Log, op cit, 30 Apr 45, sorials 5989, 6000), Meanwhilo,
Se Sask R, and Canerons of C. hed also improvasd their holdings,
S« Sask R. moved north from Sandhatton through the heavily-mined
and wooded lend to fill in the gap between Fus M,R. and the river
to the west, (W.D., S. Bask R., 30 Apr 45). On the other flank
Camerons of C. went straight up the brigade's axis from Kirch-
hatten, By maintaining a fairly heavy curtain or ertillery and
mortar firc along the open castern flank, the highlanders were
able to make good progress and overrun several small groups of
Germans, who, though somewhat reluctent, had boen left to cover
thc ObSte.Glﬁso (WIDU’ Cﬂ.‘-’ﬁerons Of c.’ 30 J:LPI‘ 4‘5). By thlﬁ end
of the day thec Camcrons wero consolidated firmly astride the main
road Kirchhatten - Oldenburg with one company at the crossroads
(389958)es The other three companies were situated further north
an%hto the 1eftz tying in to complete the brigade's front line

with Fus M.,Rs (Ibid, also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Lo op cit r
45, serials 6015, 6019, 6097) pe log, op SENA0

6264 The best results of the day were achieved by
Brigadier Cabeldu's battalions, Their advance was made over

soggy ground, around countless demolitions and craters and through
a raze of mines which, like the obstacles, seemed to increase es
the Canadians approached Oldenburg, Fortunately the enemy was not
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present in any strength, for the state of ths ground considerably
hampered the movement of most of the Canadian tarksand crocodiles.
Only R.H.L.I. were permitted to retain a few tanks of 10 Cdn Arnmd
Regt on the harder surface of the main exie. (W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn
Inf Bde and units, 30 Apr 45)s Aftor a morning of patrolling to
determino the best routes westwards, all these units moved off;
R.H.L.I. in the centrc, R. Regt Cea on the left following the

lino Fuchsberg (4397) - Tiefegrund (4197) - Sandtange (3898),
while Essex Scot came over the western slopes of the Lintel
foature (4300-4400) from the area of Drcckort (4399) and Heiligen
(4499)s Behind the forward elcments of ocach fighting corpany

thc sappers toiled unccasingly to ropair and maintain the roads
8o that the supporting arms and 2dninistrative sections of cach
unit might follow up to do their share in the work at hand,.
(Ibid, also W.DS., 2 Cdn Fd Coy R.C.E., 29-30 Apr 45, 11 Cdn Fd
GOY ﬁlccE-’ 29"'30 fkpr 4‘5)

627, The enerny was observed on several occasions behind
his warious road blocks and craters, but whencver the slightest
sign of recsistance appecared each battalion cormander brought his
mortars and artillery into play with such good effect that no
direct assault was ever necessary, On the right Essex Scot
having reached the road lecading north from the main axis to the
railway line at Wusting (4L02), swung towards that place with
two companies, while the others kept to their course westwards
and keeping parallel to RK.H.L.I.) began to cross the Hennels-
berger Moor (3701-3801), Simultaneously, as the R,H.L.I. slowly
approached thc inmportant road centre (3601) (about 6500 yards
south~east of Oldenburg), R« Regt C., having, already cut the
road Oldenburg - Kirchhatten (376983’ at a point about 2200
yards fron 6 Cdn Inf Bde's northern outposts, was now turning
north to join hands with its sister battalion, (W.Ds., H.%. 4
0dn Inf Bcc, -30 ipr 45; also serials 6011, 6025, 6039, 6078,
6095, 6100, 6101)

628. Mcanwhile the coperations by 5 Bde to seoure the
right flank had gone on &espite the appalling ground conditions,
Re de Maeis conmpleted clearing its area at jjude, then sent a
corpany group on to the north-west to capture Pfahlhausen (4603)
while patrols swept west along the railway line to insure the
position, With the fall of Pfahlhausen Lt-Col Lalonde organized
a battalion stronghold based on Pfahlhausen and the road leading
south t the proninent feature in the angle of the railwaye.

This was to provide a protective left screon for Calg Highrs
later as well as the start line for 8 Cdn Recce Regt's patrols
to the open flank, In due course 8 Cdn Recce Regt fanned out
south-westwards to contact 4 Cdn Inf Bde and to secure a further
longth of the railway leading to Oldenburg. (Ibid, serials 5985,
5986, 5988, 5999, 6003, 6027, 6041, 6064; also W:DB., H.Q. 5 Cdn
Inf Bde and R. do Mais, 30 ipr 45)

629, Calg Highrs and R.H.,C. began their own extensive
sweeps to the north and north-east at about the same tine, One
company of the Black Watch struck out on a long patrol fron the
railway south-east of Hude and followed Calg Highrs, It was
Lt=-Col Thompson's intention to check the parallel roads on his
irmediate from from his present base, while the northern task
force went about its own Work The operation progressed without
interforence, "B" Coy R.H.C. tailcd Calg Highrs as far as the
village of Neunuhlen (488054), then turned east in the direction
of Hokelormoor (5004), Here the troops cstablished standing
patrols while bridges and routes over the canal to the north
were checked, This work was comploted by late afternoon, where-
upon "B" Coy, wet and bedraggled after its long journey over the
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water-soaked land, returned to settle within the regimental base
on the southern edges of Hude. (W.D., R.H.C.{ 30 Apr 45; also
2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, op cit, 30 apr 45, serials 5986, 6070)

6304 Calg Highrs were the only unit to meet any sort

of opposition, The highlanders having passed through R. do Mais
at Hude went directly north, following the railway and leap-frog-
ging strong patrols of platoon and company strength one through
the other,

At 0900 hrs, "C" Coy headecd for their objective some
3000 yds ohcad but were halted to protect sappers
called up to £ill crcaters and remove road blocks all
along tho axis, Indeed, during the whole day, hoavy
oxplosions indicated that thc eneny was denying us the
use of all roads in the area; and since the soggy
fields oriss-crossed with a nultitude of ditches, made
oross-country vehs nmovenionts impossible., It soon be=
cane apparent that the advance was to be slow with
little closec Bupport fron the tanks.

(W.D., Calg Highrs, 30 ipr 45)

By 1100 hours, however, "C" Coy, assisted by concentrations of
artillery and nortar fire, was consolidating at Ochholt (478053).
During the early afternoon, thc renaining companies moved up with
sone Shermans of 10 Cdn irnd Regt to occupy the crossrcads (4806)
cast of Noucnkoop (4706-4806), the road fork at Neunmuhlen (4905),
and the ground between these two places, At these points the
infantry came under long-range spall arms and mortar fire, but
did not suffer any casualtics, (Ibid, also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops
Log, op cit, 30 Apr 45, serials 5986, 5990, 6023, 6032, 6064)

631, Thus, as the last day of Lpr ended, Maj-Gen
Matthows was able to survey the scene with considersble satis-
faction, On the far left the prodding attacks by 29 Cdn Armd
Roece Regt up the road to Wardenburg had enabled 3 Cdn LelAeAs
Regt to improve its own positions west of the Hunte River, (Ibid,
serials 6022, 6031, 6105). On the imediate loft 6 Bde was firn
in the area of Sandkrug (3595) ana rcady to thrust northward,

In the ocentre 4 Bde held 2 threatening position astride the main
divisional axis, whilc on the right Brigadier Megill's battalions
wore soon to be so strongly placed at Hude that they too would
well able to converge on Oldenbure,directly from the east, The
imnediate object, however, was to regain firm contact and naintain
it while the routcs to the forward areas were being repaired

This need governed the intention issued to the brigade at 21i5
hours 30 Apr, which read as follows:

4 Cdn Inf Bde using arca woods 3900 3999 as firn base
to opon axis and rogain firm contact with enemy, 5 Cdn
Inf Dde form firm basc areca HUDE to continue sweep
NORTH to R WESER and R HUNTE., 6 Cdn Inf Bde fornm firnm
base area SANDKRUG to exploit towards OILDENBURG and
regain firn contacts 8 Cdn Recce Regt (14CH) with one
sqn to tap out to R WESER remainder in Div res, 3 Cdn
LAA Regt to continue adv NORTH,.

(Ibid, scrial 6088)

632, It is plain to see at this point that much of
Maj-Goen Matthews! plan depended upon the work of the enginsers.,
It was strictly a qucstion of tine - how much could the sappers
do and how long would they takc to do it, Cortainly the past
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week might be correctly termed a sapper's nightmare, and all three
field companies of the division were almost exhausted from the
continous labour. Never before had the engineers and infantry
worked so intimately for such a long period. (W.DsS., HeQ. C.R.E.,
2 Cdn Inf Div; 2 Cdn Fd Coy R.C.E., 7 Cdn Fd Coy R.C.E., 11 Cdn
Fd Coy R.C.E., 27-29 Avr 45)

633. Showing considerable cleverness the enemy had
challenged Canadian engineers with all sorts of diabolical
contraptionsy aerial mines wired to bridges, aerial torpedoes
buried under the roadbeds, and many other forms of practical hate.
All these had been met and mastered without serious injury. Fut
the novelty of the encmy's cquipments passed quickly into the
mental file of each sapper, for therc was little timec to sparc for
study of them, Therc werc oraters to be filled, gaps to be
bridged, mines to be lifted, and buildings to be "deloused" of
any of a thousand and one booby traps. ¢ bulldozers crews did
not spare themselves in their c¢ffort., Thesc monster machines
worked from dawn till far into the night without pause, Tho
engineers knew too well that the infantry nceded close support,
and only by filling-in the successive craters or by croating a
diversion for them could the tanks be kept moving forward, The
night 30 Apr/l Moy was no cxception. On each route one could
hear the roar of the Diesels, the clank of shovels and picks,

and the sure-toned voices of those directing the work, There
wers roads to be mede so that the division could attack. (W.Ds.,
2 cdn Fd Coy R.C.E., 7 Cdn Fd Coy R.C.E., 1l Cdn Fd Coy R.C.E.,
29=30 Apr 45)

THE FALL OF OLDENBURG
®
Operations 2 Cdn Inf Div, 1l-4 Mey 45

634, Opposition to the advancc of 2 Cdn Inf Div, though
somewhat lighter , continucd on 1 May. On the main route leading
north-eastwards to Oldenburg Brigadier Cabeldu's battalions kept
up the pressure, moving forward whenever opportunity prescnted
itself, Rapid movement was out of the question sincc both the
main road and its immediatec flanks rcquircd much work by the
divisional engineers, who labourecd long after dark under the glare
of searchlights brought forward to illuminate the arca. (2 Cdn
Inf Div, Weekly Summary of Ops and Activities, op cit, 29 Apr -

5 May 45; also W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bdo and units, May 1945),

On the right 5 Cdn Inf Bde was kept busy clearing tho region aboub
about Hude (4802), which was scarred by mine craters and littered
with road blocks, Working northwards along the Hudo (4802) -
Berne (4910) railway, Calg Highrs encountecred a group of enemy

and heavily engaged them with medium gun fire; neither R,H.C. oT
R. de Mais reported any worth-while contact with the enomy during
their clearing end patrolling activities. (W.Ds., H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf
Bde and units, 1 May 45)

6354 The busiest by far of Maj-Gen Matthews! brigades

was Brigadier Allard's, which had the task of bringing up the

left flank between the Huntec River cast of Wardenburg (3096) and
the left of 4 Cdn Inf Bde. It was no ecasy job, for the ground

was densely wooded and there werc but fow roads. Nevertheless,
both Fus M,R. and Camerons of C. pressed forward with great
determination, By last light Fus M,R, had c¢xpanded their positions

% Reference maps as for para 604 also Appx "F"
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some 2500 yards north of Streek (3396) to reach the edges of the
forest and thus dominate the southern approaches to Bummerstode
(3199), while on the right Camerons of C., having swept northwards
between the railway and the road Kirchhatten - Oldenburg, now
held a strong position in full contact with 4 Cdn Inf Bde, south-
west of the main road fork (3601) sbove Tweelbake (3699 - 3799 -
3899)% S. Sask R. rested in reserve throughout the day. (W.Ds.,
H.)e. 6 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 1 May 45)

6364 So ended another day of the chase, with the enomy
still hastily withdrawing behind his scroen of craters and blown
bridges and the Canadian troops working foverishly to brush aside
these obstacles in order to closec with hime. Up to this time thore
had beon a possibility that the enemy'!s wholo scheme of demolie
tions and retirement would eventually lead to his organized
defence of Oldonburg and a last stand basod on this ancient city.
This theory must now be dispelled,xfor not only was 0ldenburg
being outflanked by 4 Cdn Armd Div- from the west but the only
troops deemed capable of such a dofence were those of 8 Para Div,
and these according to a prisoner, had been pulled back much
further to the north several days boefore. (W.D., GeBas, HeQe,

2 Cdn Inf Div, May 1945, Appx 3, 2 Cdn Inf Div Int Summary No,
83, 1 May 45). Thc deily intolligeoncc summary states:

It is now clear that the civilian elcment in OLDENBURG
is unwilling that the town should be defendod, Several
PW and linccrossers have reportcd that the Burgomaster
has attempted to have the place dcelared an opcn city
as it contains at lecast a dozon medical installations
and many wounded inel some Allied personnel, It is

not belicved that the military commander will be in-
fluenced by civilian pressure but there are some indic-
ations that the dofence will be half-hcarted, end two
offr PW have stated that the town will not be held.

(Ibid)

637, However, in order to persuade the inhabitants of
Oldenburg as to the folly of further resistance, Maj-Gen Matthows
ordered his staff to preparc some propaganda leaflets, These
were printed at Delmenhorst during the evening of 1 May and at
0900 hours on the following morning a shower of propaganda filled
shells was loosed ontc thec city of Oldenburgs (W.D., G.S., HeQe,
2 Cdn Inf Div, 2 May 45; also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log op cit, 2
Moy 45, serial 6870) gt =

6384 Moenwhilc theo movcment towards the eity went on
without interruption other than halts called to allow the sappers
to clear the obstruction on the various routes. The rain nade
the going difficult and roads within tho divisional sector soon
began to dotorioratec, Yet, dospite 2ll this, 2 Cdn Inf Div push-
ed one On the left 6 Cdn Inf Bde advanced shortly after 1100
hourse, ©S. Sask Re passed through Camerons of C., being preceded
by flails thrashing at the road bed to detonate ﬁhc mines, Thoro
was only the slightest rcsistance, and in a matter of hours S.
Sask Re had reached the southern outskirts of Oldenburg, At this
point some brisk house to house fighting took place bub-.tho main
portion of the city was in sight and Lt-Col V. Stotts! nen pushed
on towerds the river., The companics deployed along the water

¥ 4 Cdn Arnd Div were out of contact with 7 Pare Div,
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barrier and covered the derolished bridge site. (W.Ds., H.Q.
6 Cdn Inf Bde and S, 3ask Re, 2 May 45; also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops
Log, op cit, 2 May, scrial 6977)

639. As the S. Sask R, pressed on the the north, -
Camerons of C, swung west fror their positions tcwards the rail-
woye M"AM and "B" Coys reached the trrcks without trouble and it
appearcd for a time that Lt-Col Ruthorford'!s men would soon be
settling along the river on the left of S. Sask R Brigadier
Allasrd changed his plan, however, and ordered Camerons of C, to
disengage and concentratc at Burmerstede (3299) north of Fus M.R.8!
present positions, Camerons of C. entered Bummerstede (3299)

and were consolidated by 2000 hours. (W.Ds., H,Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde

and Camerons of C., 2 May 45). Over on the cxtreme lsft both

3 Cdn L.A.A. Regt and 29 Cdn Arnd Reogt (of 4 Cdn Armd Div) also
nade good progress. In conjunction with Lt-Col Wotherspoon?!s

tanks, 3 Cdn L./.f. Regt occupied Tungeln (3099), Zwischenlethe
(29995, and Wardenburg, thus socuring the left of 6 Bde and free-
ing Fus M,R. for otvher aployuocnt, n%z Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 22.213,
2 Mai 1)15, serials 6881, 6894; also W.D., 3 Cdn L..i.A. Regt,

May 45

640, - East of the main road (Kirchhatten - Oldenburg) 4
Cdn Inf Bdo had also edged forwaerd to onter Oldenburg, The ade-
vance began at about mid-morning. R.H.L.I. and Essex Scot both
nade gocd gains, for opposition was alnost non-existent, R.H.L.I.
followed the south side of the roilroad (Oddenburg - Hude) and
made for the railway bridge (3305). it thc sane tine Essex Scot
followed the road north of the bracks to reach the bridges (3405 -
3504) over tho Neuer Canel (3503). The Scottish overran the areca
of Neuenwege (3604) and exploited northwards with strong patrols
to sweep the Blankeonburger Holz woods and to search out the
Kloster Blankenburg estate (3606), which housed a large hospital,
(W.Ds., H.Qe 4 Cdn Inf Bde and R.H.L.I, and Bssex Scot, 2 May 45)

641, By late afternoon the two forward battalions were
firmly holding the south-eastern exits fron the city and pouring
great volumes of harassing fire on the ®astern exits north of the
Hunte River, But further operations could not be developed owing
to the state of the roads along which the advance had been carried,
There was much work for the cngincers as the War Diary of 4 Cdn
Inf Bde relates,

The principle concern at the monent is engr resouroes,
There is still considerable work to be done on the

nain highway to noke it a good two way axis., Maj
Nelson, OC 2 Cdn Fd Coy RCE reported his men would be
working all night (again) to complete work. Recces at
all br sites were going on and recce boats and bridging
naterial was being rushed fwd so that br ops could
begin as scon as practicable,

(?J.Dl, HDQ,. 4 Cdn Inf Bde’
2 May 45)

Since nothing more could be accomplished for the time being,
Brigadier Cabeldu ordercd R. Regt C, into a concentration area in
rear of R.H,L.I., (Xbid) and while the remainder of 4 brigade
firmed.up, tha divisional artillery moved in bounds t0 new pos- -
itions in proparation for the attack on Oldenburg proper, Ibid)

’

642, Now that the major part of 2 Cdn Inf Div had
turned in towards the city, the part played by 5 Cdn Inf Bde
about Hude and by 3 Brit Inf Div on Maj-Gen Matthews! right flank
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should be noted, Yrom the firm base at Hude, which was in turn
protected on the left by R. de Mais'! positions at Pfahlhausen
(4603%) and on the high ground immediately north-west of Hude,
Brigadier Megill's*® other battalions probed to the north gnd
north~east, Calg Highrs went straight up the railway for about
3000 yards, then turned westwards past Neuenkoop (4706 - 4806)
to explore the country around Koterende (4607). In this area
the enemy was contacted and heavily engaged by artillery. At
the same time other patrols moved to the right of the railroad
tracks towards Hiddigwarden (5105), calling down gunfire freely
whenever any suspicious movament was observed., As it was tiring
work the Commanding Officer spellecd off his companies in rotation
and allowed cach a period for rest and refitting., (W.D. Calg
Highrs, 2 May 45)

643, The Black Wateh operated in a similar maenner,
Early on 2 May "A" Coy was moved out to Hekelermoor (5103) with
instructions to establish a base thore and patrol through the
villages of Hiddigwardon (5107), Hekeln (5207), and Harmenhausen
(5306 = 5406), The company reached Hekelermoor (5103) without
incident, but had considerable troublc in finding a way across
the canals to the north-east., Finally, after wide-spread search,
a Tootbridge was located and the patrols set out. Harmenhausen
(5107) and Hekeln:(5207) were found clear of onemy but when the
Canadians approached Hiddigwarden Shey were hegvily fired upon
and were forced to disengage., A withdrawal was then ordered and
a smoke gcreen laid down to cover the troops as they crossed the
open fields back to "A" Coyts firm base, The encmy's rsaction
wes not taken lightly and, in order to ensure the safety of the
foremost position, "C" Coy was dispatched to Hekclermooxr to rein-
force the holding of thet place until the following day. (W.D.,
R.H.Ce, 2 May 45)¢ It was now dcoided to attack Hiddigwarden, and
the brigade commandcr asking for Weasels to transport his assault
force across the soggy fields, (Ibid)

644, 185 Bdec of 3 Brit Inf Div, still based along the
railway to the north of Stenum (5598), was equally active with
its patrols, Its actions can bust be deseribed by the paragraph
contained in report produced by General Crerar'!s liaison officor
at headquarters of 2 Cdn Corps.

2, 3 Brit Inf Div: 8 Brit Inf Bde, Now cleared river bank
as far WBST as 6004, 185 Brit Inf Bde have cleared up
to rd DEICHSHAUSEN 5806 - BUTZHAUSEN 5406. NO further
adv is possible until the highground around VEGESACK
has been clearcd,

(First Cdn Army: Lizaison Offrs
Reports, op cit, May 1945,
dated 021700B)

A glance at the map of the area of Vegesack (5809) will indicate
the importance of the high feature., This does not mean, however,
that the British were stalemated., Obscrvation posts already set
up by 185 Bde proved most useful, and whenever movement was seen
it was quickly attended to by tho guns at the British brigade's
disposel, The positions of this brigade remgined unéhanged un-
tilazg? cease fire on 5 May. (Scarfe, Assault Division, op cit,
Pe

% Brigadier Megill, D.S.0., went on course to U.K, on 1 May and
his place was taken by It-Col S.W. Thompson, D.S.0., M.C,
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THE CROSSING OF THE KUSTEN CANAL AND
F

HUNTE RIVER BY 2 CDN INF DIV, 3 MAY 45.

645, Maj-Gen Matthews'! main task now was to get into
Oldenburg, clear the city and push through to the north. Plans
for this operation were drawn up before dusk on 2 May. There
were actually alternative plans, cne to be carried out if Olden-
burg was not defended while the other would be put into effect
if eny sign of resistance to the river crossings arose,

Plan (a) if OLDENBURG abandoned, 4 Cdn Inf Bde to
cross KUSTEN canal and swoep to NE of inter bde bdy.

6 Cdn InT Bde to cross KUSTEN canal and sweep to NW of
inter bde bdy. 8 Cdn Recce Regt (14CH) be prepared to
pass throught OLDENBURG directed on axis OLDENBURG =
MEERKIRCHEN 3819, Plan (b) if crossings opposcd, 4
and 6 Cdn Inf Bdes to take up posns along canal to
recce and prepare for crossings. 5 Cdn Inf Bdo to
continue sweep NORTH to R WESER and R. HUNTE. 3 Cdn
LAA.Regt to continue adv NORTH to OLDENBURG.

(2 cdn Inf Div Ops Log, op cit
2 My 45, Hemlal EaBs]

646, During the night 2/3 May each of forward battalions
laced the northern benk of the river with small arms, tank and
artillery fire, At the same time the southern bank was carefully
swept over by patrols, who gathered in many prisoners as well as
a considerable number of slave labourers, some of whom were
immediately put to work improving the Canadian axes. (Ibid, .
serials 6993, 7003, 7005, 70083 also W.DS., Fur M.R., R.H.L.I.,
BEssex Scot, Camerons of C., S. Sask R., 2 May 45), Meanwhile,
Brigadier Allard had ordered Fus M,R, to move up to the river
line on the left of S. Sask R, Accordingly, Lt=Col J.A., Dextraze
had his first company at thc river bank by 0400 hours 3 Vay and,
using whatever assault boats the engineers could provide, 8occn
established the full company on the north bank, Thore had becn
H.Q, 6 Cdn Inf Bdc, May 1945, Appx 4, Ops Iog, 3 May 45, serials
7, 8, 10). (Ibid, sorial 9)

6474 Shoertly after Fus M,R. repcrted their success, a
further message from Lt-Col Destraze indicated that the onemy was
under orders to leave thc town, His mossage read:

Infm from civs and PW. Encmy just received orders to
got out of town, Would suggest harassing fire on rd
centres going out of town, also air OP to be in action
Approx str of enemy 800,

(Ibid, serial 16)

A sustained firc of every sort was soon raining down on the noted
avenues of oscapes (2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, op cit, 2/3 May 45,
serial 7028)

6484 Meanwhile the build-up by Fus M,R. went on with-
out interruption, Assault boats ferried most of the troops
across, although others crossed the water barrier over a bridge
which had been first located by oir observation planes, Origin-
ally this structure (320037), which lics directly south of

% Reforence maps as for para 604; also Appx "FM,
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Oldenburg, was found to be ready Tfor demoljition, but. the- sverequick
engineers socn remedied this and put the bridge in working order,
(Ivid, serial 7027, 7030). By 0950 hours Fus M.R., werc all across
the obetacle and working decper into the city towards tho inter-
brigade boundary as indicated by The linc of the railroad,

(Ibid, serial 7031)

649, Once the French-Canadions had expanded their
lodgment, Brigadier Allard moved his tactical headquarters across
the canal and set about arranging for the advance of his other
battalions, Camerons of C. had long since been warned to move up
into thes area occupied by S, Sask R., and during the morning

. final details were discussed for exploitotion, Cemerons of C,
crossed into the main portion of Oldecnburg at 1415 hours, and
first swung westwards to a line of outposts on the left flank of
Fus M.R. (who were by this time clearing the business seotion of
the city), then further west towards Bloherfeld (2705). Later
in the dey S. Sask R., accompanicd by its armourcc support from
10 Cdn Armd Regt, 2lso crossed the canal and moved swiftly
through to take up a position just enst of Ofen (2808). Similarly,
Fus M.R, also shifted to the north-castern outskirts of thc city
to occupy the area south of the Airfield (2908, 2909)e The move-
ment of 6 Cdn Inf Bde was mainly made fTar sccurity purposes to
ensurc that none of the enemy could re-enter the city. While the
infantry battalions adjusted thcmseclves, a troop of "A" Sqn 8 Cdn
Recce Reght ventured further north to regain contact, (Ibid
serial 7097; also W.DS., H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde and units, ¥ May 45;
8 cdn Rocce Rogt, 3 May 45). 411 in all it hnd been a day of
real achiecvencnt, The westem portion of Oldenburg was clear, 4
Cdn /frmd Div had been conuvacted, ond the troops had not suffered
in the venture, (W.D., H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde and S. Sask R., 3 May
45; also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log op cit, 3 May 45, serial 7104)

£
4 CDN INF BDE MOVES INTO OLDENBURG, 3 MAY 45

650, Over on the right in 4 Cdn Inf Bde's sector, our
troops enjoyed sinilar success, After = night of exchanging
volleys of small arme fire with a few diechards of the encmy!s
rearguard, the commanding officer of R.H.L.I. got in touch with
the mayor of the city, who Voluntecrcd to guide the Canadians
across the river to take over tho city. Jsctually this nisguided
civilian could do little else since 6 Bde already had some of its
troops inside the citadel. Nevertheless, Lt-Col H.C, Arrell
decided to act quickly and ordered all his companies to cross the
obstacle at once in the assault boats which had recently arrived,

Theso woxre manned most enthusiastically by Polish . .
and Russian ex-PW who soon had all R.H.L.I. rifle .
Coys agrose end moving.through the town.

(W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde,
3 May 45)

651. At this stage Brigadier Cabeldu called an "Orders
Group" to outline his plan for the occupation of the eastern and
northern sections of the city and for the pursuit, Since the enemy,
in true will-o-the-wisp fashion, had vanished from the scene,
fib'gi Regt C, was to cross immediately followed by EsseX Scot,

i

® Referencc naps as for pufa 6043 also AppX “FW,
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During the morning there were fantastic scenes in the
city - one or two Cdn offrs armed only with pistols
marching back with 50 or 60 enemy tps armed to the
toeth, Most of the citizens kept in doors groatly
assisting the checking. The Burgomester proved very
helpful particularly in organizing thc local police to
help in thc patrolling., In a very short time all houses
had been checked and the citizens had posted up their
lists of houschold pcrsonncl,

(Tbiad)

The Royals and Essex Scot crossings encountercd no difficulty.
(Ibid)

652, While the infantry units eearched out the houses
and patrolled the city streets, intensive reconnaissance of the
canal and river banks were ocarried out to locate a good bridge-
gite so that the supporting vehicles might follow up. At Tirst
the situation appeared discouraging but as the brigade's diary
gstates =

Fortunately, shortly after noon the engrs in blowing
away part of damaged br on the main entrance in 6 Bde
S Sask R area blew the br flooring right into posn.

It was one chance in a milliion for within half an hour
thore was a s0lid el 40 br capable of two way tfce with
excellcent highway cpproaches on both sidoS-==me——eeea=
--=At once Div gave this bdc vehs priority of passage
and esven before the othor brs were completcd ouw vehs
werc streaming ncross to follow up the rifle coys on
foot.

(Ibid)

653 By nid afternoon 4 Cdn Inf Bdc was firmly consol-
idated on the northern outskirts of Oldenburg. Having complcted
a sweep throught the city, R.E.L.I. were scttled in the angle
formed by the reilway and the road bounded by the villagos of
Hoheheide (3308) - Gr, Bornhorst (3508) in the region of Ohmstedec
(3408 - 3505)., This position representoed the right flank of 4
Cdn Inf Bde., In the ocontre Essex Scot held strong conpany areas
astride the road Haseln (3309) - Nadorst (3308), whilec on the
left R. Regt C. facal north along the road south of Beim Weissen
Moor (3109 - 3209). Noue of these units enccuntered any opposi-
tion on the objectives which they now occupied, In these areas
the three fighting regiments were to pass a quiet night., (W.Ds.,
H.Qe. 4 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 3 May 45; also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops
Log op ¢it, 3 lay 45)

6544 There wad little change for the rest of the div-
isione 5 Cdn Inf Bde on the far right flank put in another day

of patrolling towards the Weser river. 3 Cdn L.A... Regt, now
pinched out of the battlec by the converging advances of 6 Cdn Inf
Bde and 29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt, was ordercd to stand down but to
be preparcd to move on short notice, whilc Maj-Gen Vokes! armoured
reconnaissance unit, having completed its long semi-circular
Journey from its original basec ot Garrcl (1984), was now given a
priority of passage over the bridges south of Oldenburg so that

it could rejoin its parent fornation west of the city. (W.Ds.,
H.Q. 5 Cin Inf Bde and units, 3 Cdn L..L..L. Regb, 29 Cdn irmd Recce
Reglt, 3 May 45; also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log o cit, 3 May 45,
serials 7074, 7095, 7107, 7125, 7128), But the one group of tired
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troops who most deserved a rest was not allowed any such luxury =
these were the engineccrs, whosc long hours of toll for the past
several days and nights had mainly been responsible for the suc=
cess achieved so far., There werc still many bridges to be built,
nines to be lifted, and crators to be filled in so that the build=-
up for the next advanco night be completod. (W.Ds., 2 Cdn Fd

CO{, R.C.EB., 7 Cdn Fd. Coy, R.C.E., 11 Cdn Fd Coy, R.C.E., 3 May
45

6554 Apart from the general novement forward of supplics
and supporting weapons, there was littlec other activity in tho
night 3/4 May. Thec intontion was for 4 and 6 Inf Bdes to re-
group in their present arcas. 5 Cdn Inf Bde was to continue its
vigil on the eastern flank, The Corps intention stated nothing
more than that 2 Cdn Inf Div Would continue its advance north-
wards in due tine, (Ibid, 4 May, serial 7144), The bridging
situation at the noment governed all rovenent and, until the
build-up was completed and the guns could come further forward,
the pursuit had to wait, On the morning of 4 May Maj-Gen Matthows
in his remarks on the continuction of the operation stated that
little was known as to how far the nain German force had with-
drawn. (2 Cdn Inf Div - Weekly Surmary of Ops and Activities,
%R cit, 28 Apr - 5 May 45, para 5 and 6)s 2 Cdn Inf Div at this
ime was conpletely out of contacts The reconnaissance troops
(8 cdn Recce Regt) were out all across the front, but so far,
even they had little to report apart fron the usual road blocks,
craters, mines, and fclled trees, Later in the day, when it ap=
peared thet the advance towards the North Sea would be resuned,
a change in dispositions was ordered., 3 Cdn L,A.Le Regt was
instructed to take over from 5 Cdn Inf Bde so that the latter
formation night be free to move on up the Nordenham "thumb®
north of Oldenburg. Mej-Gen Matthews? object, as announced on
the afternoon of 4 May, was to

to get astride the road and reailway running south-west
across the "thumb® fron BRLKE (square 4296). 8 Cdn
Recce Regt was roquircd to recce across the entire
front of 2 Cdn Inf Div.

(Ibid)

The plan called far a thrust on a Ifront of one brigade led by 5
Cdn Inf Bde, with 4 Cdn Inf Bde clearing the flanks and 6 brigade
in reserves (W.D., H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf Bde, 4 May 45)

657 The order group held at headquarters 5 Cdn Inf
Bde left no doubt as to the Canadiants intentions for the rorrow
if further aggressive action was necessary, (Ibid)l But, as was
the case in other sections, rumour of the eneny's capitulation
was also circulating among Maj-Gen Matthews! men, (Ibid)

6584 By midday of 4 May 45 the situation all aoross
Lt-Gen Sinonds' front was completely favourable, Oldenburg had
fallen to 2 Cdn Inf Div; 4 Cdn Armd Div and 1 Pol Armd Div, with
improved roads behind then and fair going pronised to the north,
were girding themselves for the final dash to the coast; while 3
Cdn Inf Div was accepting the surrender of large numbers of the
enenyy on the road to Emden, at the sane tine closing in steadily
on that port. The story of each of these advances has already
becen told, but in order to complete the picture of 2 Cdn Corps
Operations it is esseontial to notec the part played by 5 Cdn Arnd
Div while under Lt-4en Sinonds! cormand, (See Paras 319, 357,
370, 375, 376 to this report with rcgard to the relief of 3

Cdn Inf Div by 5 Cdn Armd Div)
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*
OPERATIONS OF 5 CDN /ARMD DIV

The Move From Western Holland to the Groningen fArea

20 Apr 45

659 5 Cdn Armd Div's operations during this period
may be conveniently divided into two phases. Phase I began on
20 Lpr 45 end lasted until 26 Apr 45. This included the move up
from Western Holland to the Groningen (2215) area, the relief of
3 Cdn Inf Div, and the regrouping prior to the fully-developed
attack designed to eliminate the Delfzijl (4526) pocket, As
these moves were of a non-tactical nature and involved occupying
areas which had been previously cleared, it is considered that a
more coherent story would result if they were described before
Phase II, which involved the actual assault on the Pocket begin-
ing on 24 ipr 45, This plan will be followed in the narrative
below,

6604 On 20 Apr 45 5 Cdn /rmd Div was operating in
Western Holland under 1 Cdn Corps. Divisional headquarters was
located at Barnevelde (5295), 5 0dn .irmd Bde at Putten (5408)
and 11 Cdn Inf Bde at Vemwi& (gﬁw}g. (WeDSsy GeSe, HeQe 5:CAn Armd
Div, 5 Cdn Armd Bde, _and 1l .Cdn Inf BdQ, 29@1-45}, In the moming
M&.']—Gen B.M, HOffmeiSter, G-B.Ec’ DoS.Oa’ E.D.’ went to H.Q,o
First Cdn Lrmy for a conference with the G,0.C,-in-C, at which
the passing of his division to 2 Cdn Corps and its future move-
ments were outlined. (W.D., 5 Cdn Lrmd Div op cit, 20 Apr 45;
AEF 45/1 ¢dn Army/C/H Lrmy Ops Log, serial GFF'EUfAPr 45)
Later in the day Lt-Gen Simonds held an orders group at his head-
quarters and gave the details of his plan for the employment of
5 Cdn Armd Div, .4s a result, 5 Cdn .rmd Div was to take over
from 3 Cdn Inf Div in the provinces of Friesland, Groningen and
Drente, in order to allow thot division to move further right
and continue operations east of the Ems river, The area assigned
to 5 Cdn Armd Div was bounded by the coast of Holland from Zwolle
(8936) to the line of the Groningen (2215) = Delfizjl (4626)
canal, inclusive, representing a disvance of some one hundred and
fifty-three miles, 5 Cdn .rmd Div's functions in the new area
were to be; one, the guarding of the coast of Holland ageinst
any attempted German landing from the still-occupied Frisian
Islands, and two, to prevent any enemy escaping from theé pocket
of Western Holland via the Ijsselmeer through Friecsland, (W.D.,
5 Cdn Armd Div, op cit, 20 Lpr 45; .AEF: 45/5 Cdn Lrmd DIV/C/F,
Docket II: Folio I, b Cdn Jrmd Div History of Ops, 31 March to
5 May 45, Part ITT; W.D., H.Q. 5 Cdn irmd Bde, 20 Lpr 45; EF:
;«5@1 g:;r)l Inf Bde/C/D Report on Ops 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 20 ipril -

y

® Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4083 Netherlands 1:50,000 Sheet 7 -
Groningen, G.S.G.S. 4416 Central Europe
1:100,000 Sheets L1 - Emden, ML - Groningen
West, 1li = Leeuwarden, 2/, = Denhelder, G.S.G.S.
4414 Eastern Holland 1:25,000 Sheets 2607 =
Delfzijl, 2507 =,Vierhuizen, 2707 - Siddeburen,
2506 - Uithuizermeeden, 2606 - Westeremden, '
2706 - Woltersum, 2608 - Logquard, 2705 -
Woldendorp, 2605 - Warfum, 2705 - Groningen;
also Lppx "GH
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661, For this task 5 Cdn ..rmd Div was organized into
two brigade groups, called originally Cumberland Force and
Johnston Force after the names of the respective commanders of

5 Cdn ,irmd Bde and 11 Cdn Inf Bde, . divisional reservec was
also formed, This designation was of very short duration, for
an order issued by Divisional H,Q. in the evening of 20 Lpr gave
instructions tho-t the Commanders! names would not be used and
that the brigade groups would be known by their rospective
numbers, (W.D., 5 Cdn Armd Div op cit, Lippx 36, Message 20 Apr
45). The composition of the brigade groups wero as follows:

5 0dn Armd Bde Group

H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde
2 cdn Arrmd Regt (Ld S.H. (R.C.))
9 Cdn Armd Regt (B.C.D.)
Westmr R. (Mot)
Perth R.
8 cdn Fd Regt
88 BtY 5 Cdn Leliehia Rﬁgt
1l Cdn Fd San

1l Cdn Inf Bde Group

H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde
C.B. Highrs
Ir R.C.
3 Cdn Lrmd Recce Regt (G.G,H.G.)
4 Cdn A Tk Regt
17 Cdn Fd Regt
41 Bty 5 Cdn L..A.A. Regh
10 Cdn Fd Sqn

Divisional Reserve

5 Cdn Armd Regt (8 N.B.H.)
5 Cdn L.i.... Regt less two batteries

(Ibid: appx 34, Op Instr
No. 1, 19 ipr 45

662, 5 Division's move north began on 21 ipr, with
headquarters and 11 Cdn Inf Bde Group leading. Divisional head-
quarters staged overnight in Heerenveen (783%) and reached
Groningen (2215) on 22 lpr 45. The infantry brigade had all but
one unit in the new location by 2359 hours on 21 ipr, Brigade
headquarters set up at Hesrenveen., C.B, Highrs were centrec on
Dokkum (3427) and occupied the ground enclosed by Holwerd (7732),
Nieuwe Biltdijk (6125), and Engwierum (9326), in a coast defence
role. Ir R.C. made their headquarters at Joure (6987) with
companies at Sneek (6059), Makkum (4398), Lemmer (6374), and
Stavoren (9326), 4 Cdn A. Tk Regt, with under commend 11 Cdn
Indep M,G, Coy (The Princess Louise Fusiliers), was orgenized
into two battle groups and situated at Francker (5312) and Har-
lingen (441l). It wes given the t ask of securing thc eastern end
of the Causeway (421026) running across the Ijsselmcer, 4l Cdn
L./efie Bby weas responsible for clearing stragglers from the
Zwolle area and maintaining contact with 1 Cdn Inf Div across the
Ijssel river, 17 Cdn Fd Regt was deployed in support, its bate
tery areas being near Harlingen (4411) and oporosite tho island
of imeland (6841). 3 Cdn ,irmd Recce Regt (G.G.H.C.,) did not
travel with the brigade convoy but moved indcpendently in two
groups, wheecled first and tracked sccond. The whecled party
arrived in the brigade sector on 22 .jpr and concentrated at
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Oudeschoot (8083%). 4 further change on thc samc date was the
occupation of Ijsselmuiden (7843) by 4 Cdn L. Tk Rogt. The scow-
ond portion of G.G.H.G., completing its nove on 23 Lpr, went

into position with Regimcntel Headguarters and "." Sgn at
OQudeschoot, "B" Sqn at .kkerwoude ?8223), and "C" Sqn at Joure
(6987). Later in the day "C" Sgn moved to Sneek (6059)s Since

% Cdn Inf Div had started leaving the area before 5 Cdn /,rmd Div
arrived, there was no formeal hand-over. The change was completed
without inecident. (LEF: 45/5 Cdn ,rmd Div/C/H Ops Log, serial
210, 21-22 ipr 45; [EF: 45/5 Cdn .irmd Div/RC.L/C/F, Folio 1,
Reports on Ops, 20 Apr to 2 May 45, 17 Cdn Fd Regb, 4 Cdn 4. Tk
Regt end 5 Cdn L...Lh. Reght; WL, 2 Cdn Arnd Recce Reght 22-23 ipr

45

663 The main body of 5 Cdn irmd Bde Group left the
Putten (5408) area at 1700 hours 21 .pr 45, .Aftor the stoert a
change of route to a more direct one caused sone confusion, and
the units did not arrive in = body., The diari 8t of the armoured
brigade wrote:

Units kept coming in all night, sone of the .Arty getting
into the old route and not arriying until the morning
of 22 Lpr 4D5.

(W.Dse, HiQ. 5 Cdn Lrmd Bde,
21 Lpr 45)

On the night of 21 ./pr and orning of 22 .Apr locations of the
brigade group were; Brigade headquarters, 2 Cdn .rmd Regt and 9
Cdn Armd Regt in the vieinity of Vries (2298); 5 Cdn .rmd Regt
at issen (2190); Westmr R. (Mot) at Tolbert (0709); Perth R. at
Zuidlaren (2900’; 88 Cdn L.L..L. Bty in area (2697); and 8 Cdn Fd
Regt (S.P.), wheeled convoy only, at Eelde (2105). (W.D., H.Q.
5 Cdn irmd Bde, 22 ipr 45; LEF: 5 Cdn .irmd Div/RCi, op cit, 8
Cdn Fd Regt (S.P.)). The above noves brought the bulk of 5 Cdn
4Armd Bde group into north-wastern Hollanéd rcady to carry out its
part of the divisional relief of 3 Cdn Inf Div.

664, Later on 22 Lpr 5 Cdn «~rmd Bde began its take
over. Brigade headquarters wes ostoblished at Bedum (2423) along
vwith battalion hecadquarters of Vestmr R. (MPt), which placed
companies at Warffum (2133), Uithuizen (2935), Winsum (1827)

and Onderdendam (2327). The Westninisters thus took up posi%ion
on the left flank of the brigade, Perth R, relieved the Regina
Rif, setting up headquarters at (387337) and conganios at Losdrop
(3931), (402343), Bisrum (4132), and Godlinze (3831). A4ill the
above was completed by 2300 hours 22 Lpr 42, (W.DsS., HsQ. 5 Cdn
Lrmd Bde, Westnr R. and Perth R., 22 Lipr 45)

6654 In the afternoon of 2% Lpr a conference between
the G.0.Ce 5 Cdn Armd Div and 3 Cdn Inf Div was held, Plans were
made for the further relief of M=j/Gen Keefler'!s farmation, The
irmoured Division wes to take over as far as practicable toward
the Dutch-German border. (WeD., H.Q. 5 Cdn «rnmd Div 23 Apr; 5
Cdn Lrmd Div Ops Log fg cit, serial 245, 23 Lpr 45). Cdn Fd
Regt (S,P.) deployed In support of 5 Cdn /rmd Bde in the area of
Wirdum (3625) (5 Cdn irmd Div RC., report on Ops, op cit, 8 Cdn
Fd Regt (S.P.)e 2 Cdn ;irmd Regt proceeded to the WEBEEE'R. (Mot)
area to be ready to take over from the motor battalion, (W.D.,

2 Cdn Armd Regt 23 Apr 45), By 2330 hours, 9 Cdn irnd Regt,

with "." and "B" Sgns dismounted as infantry, relieved the R, Wpg
Rif in .ppingedam (4125), The relief was completed satisfactorily
although movement was hampered by heavy shelling from the German
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coast batteries around Delfzijl and Marsum (4227). (W.D., 9 Cdn
irmd Regt 23 4pr 45). Meanwhile Ir R.C, had corc under cormand
£ 5 0dn .,rmd Bde and were situated around Siddeburen (4217) .
8‘hesy' were to take over fron 1 C, Scot R. 2s soon as the Scottish
had captured Wagenborgen (4517). W.Ds., H.Q. 5 Cdn «rnd Bde and
Ir R.C. 23 Lipr 45)

666, Further changes took place on 24 4ipr. On this
date a final settlement of the boundary was nade between 5 Cdn
irnd Div and 3 Cdn Inf Div. The Dutch - Gernan border, inclusive
to 5 Cdn «rmd Div, from Coevorden (5853) to the Dollart (20602
was defined as the dividing line between the two divisions, 5
Cdn Armd Div Ops Log op eit, serial 296, 24 /Apr 45). H.Q, 11 Cdn
Inf Bde went to Ten Boer (3020), handing over cormand of its sec-
tor to &.G.H.G. The Horse Guards ocoupied Leeuwarden (6914) - '
with R,H.Q., and "." Sgqn., (W.D., 1L Cdn Inf Bde, Lppx 7, Ops Log,
serial 7, 24 ipr 45, W.D. 3 Cdn Arnd Reccc Retly 24 Apr 45),

2 cdn Arrd Regt took over fron Westmr Re (Mot), which then moved
to positions on the 3ivisions right flenk, wlioh had been open

up to this time. By 1600 hours it was situated in the arca of
ocstwolde (5312), Meanwhile Ir R.C, had completed in the early
morning a successful relief of 1 C, Scot R,, 1ocatin% headquarters
at Siddeburen (4217), "." & "B" Coys in Wagenborgen (464184 and .
459175), “C" Coy in Nieuwolda (4817), and Support Coy at (414176).
Two troops of tanks from 5 Cdn Jrmnd Regt werc placed in support
of the Ir R.C. stood by at battalion headquarters awaiting the
infantry advance, 17 Cdn Fd,Regi, less one battery, deployed in
rear of the Irish in its usual supporting role. (W.DS., H.Q. 5
Gd? irmd Bde, 2 Cdn Armd Regt, Westmr R. (Mot), Ir R.C., 24 ipr
45

667, At 0900 hours on 25 Apr 1l Cdn Inf Bde was given
command of 5 Odn /irmd Brigade's sector, and the inter-brigade
boundary was set as follows; (all inclusive or exolusive to 11
Cdn Inf Bde) a line from, exclusive Noorderhoogebrug {2213;, to
exclusive Zuidwolde (2319), to inclusive Westeremden (3128), to
Kolhol (3634) and (420%80). (W.D., H.Q. 5 Cdn Lrmd Bde, page 16
and Appx 9, serial 1273, 25 Apr 45). More regrouping in the div-
ision saw the C.B. Highrs concentrated at Loppersum (3226) in the
role of 11 Cdn Inf Bde reserve, (W.D,, C.B. Highrs, 25 Apr 45)

668, Oon 26 Apr 31 Brit A..L. Bde, with under cormand 98
Cdn As Tk Bty and in support 342 Brit H.....A. Regt, took over the
left sector of 5 Cdn Armd Div area frou G.GsH:Gs The boundary
between the Anti-/ircraft Brigade and 5 Cdn Armd Bde wasj all
inclusive to 5 Cdn Armé Bde, fron (949259), along the road to
Kollum (9421), to the road junction (954195), to Buitenpost
59218) and the line of the road south-sast to the road junction
962135)e (5 Cdn Airmd Div Ops Log, %E cit, serial 1294, 26 Apr
45), After the relief G.G.H.G. movcl into 5 Cdn /irmd Bde area,
and loecated R.H.Q. at Kollum (9421), "." Sgn at Kollumerpump
59724 y "B" Sgn at Dokkum (8427), and "C" Sqn at Grijpskerk
0419)es (W.D., 2 Cdn Armd Recce Regt, 26 ipr 45). 4 composite
group formed of dismounted gunners from 16 Bty and self-propelled
guns from 82 Bty 4 Cdn A. Tk Regt was given a right-flank protec-
tion task, It took up position between Finsterwolde (3711) and
the canal on the Duteh-Germen border, where it remained until the
end of operations, Apart from picking up a few stragglers, there
was no activity on this part of the Divisional front, (5 Cdn 4Arnd
Div RCi, report on Ops, op cit, 4 Cdn i, Tk Regt, 20 Apr to 2 May
45)s TFron this date to The ena of hostilities, 5 Cdn Arnd Bde
and 31 Brit A.A, Bde carried out a passive coast-watching function,
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with nothing of importance to report, (5 Cdn «rnd Div Ops Log
op cit, 26 jipr to 3 May 45)

THE DELFZIJL POCKET: ‘{OPOGR.PHY

669, Before going on to an account of the fighting in-
volved in the clearing of the Delfzijl pocket, it is proposed to
give first a brief description of the ground over which 5 Cdn
Armd Div had to advance and secondly an estimate of the German
forces involved., When taken over by the Armoured Division, the
Delfzijl pocket could be said to be contained by the Ems estuary
and a line running from Hoog-Watum (433%3%%5) on the coast through
Bierum (4132), Krewerd (4029), Appingedam (4125), Wagenborgen
(4618), and Oostwolde (5312) to the Dollart at (582172). This
represented a perimeter of approximately 19 miles in length, On
the 24 Apr units of 5 Cdn Armd Div held this perimeter, having
taken over from 3 Cdn Inf Div. Any subsequent advances resulted
in enemy reaction; therefore this area has been selected as the
extent of the™elfzijl Pockei" when the assault began.

6704 A zlance at the map will show that the area was
divided into two sectors, one in the Borth and the other in the
South, They were separated by a flooded region roughly wedge=-
shaped with its apex reaching the town of Delfzijl and its sides
bounded on the left by the Damster river and on the right by the
Afwatering canal, lMilitary operations in the flooded region
were so difficult that a frontal advance on Delfzijl was not con-
sidered feasible, Generally, therc was very little cover in the
area, the ground being flat and woods non-existant, Vehicle
traffic, tracked or otherwise, was restricted solely to guads,
Although the fislds (polders) were too soft to bear the weight

of any transport, they could be crossed by infantry on foot, The
effect of artillery fire on troops in the open was considerably
lessened because the shells tended to penetrate into the ground
before exploding, thus reducihg the number and range of lethal
fregments, Two railway lines ran into Delfzijl from Loppersum
(3426) and Slochteren (3713). Their cmbankments provided a mea-
sure of cover in that they were about four feet above the rest of
the ground., Delfzijl itself was the only fairly large built-up
area, being about 1200 yards in length and 300 yards in width,

It was well isolated from the right sector by a river and two
canals converging to the south-west of the town, which cut it

off from the land to the west, ©mall villages were scattered
throughout the whole area, but the houses, unlike those in Italy,
provided very poor protection. Due to the flatness of the ter-
rain visibility was very good thus meking movement in daylight
extremely hazerdous, (Maps: Bastern Holland 1:25,000, Sheets
2606, 2607, 2608, 2706, 2707, 2708).

THE DELFZIJL POCKET: ENEMY STRENGTH

671e The backbone of the enemy's defensive strength in
the pocket was built around three Naval Portress Battalions, Nos.
359, 360 and 368, As their title implies, these battalions were
trained for defence of fortifications and hed little or no exper-
ience in conducting operations in genwearfae, (AEF: 45/l 0dn Amy/I/fF Int
Summary No 300, para 5). The exact number of enemy troops oppos-
ing 5 Cdn Armd Div is rather herd to e stimate because no count of
their dead is given, However, 3821 prisoners of war werc taken by

¥ No further mention will be made of these formations during the
story of the battle to follow,
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11 Gdn Inf Bde Group and 3% by 5 Cdn Armd Bde. (W.D., 1l Cdn

Inf Bde,, 3 Moy 45 and W.D., 5 Cdn Armd Bde AppX 9, Ops Log ser-
ial 1175, 24 Apr 45). A prisoner capbured by the Wostmr R. (Mot)
stated that a force of approximately 300 were manning the guns

on Reider spit, This figure cannot be checked as all Germans
were evacuated before these guns were overrun. (W.D., Westmr R.
30 Apr 45). Nevertheless, it is safe to say that the total enemy
strength was well over 4,000, As in zll pockets of this nature,
it was filled with remnants of field formations together with all
sorts of base and linss of communication troops. They were
organized into small battle groups, which proved to be comparat-
ively ineffective due to the inexperience of many of the men in
infentry fighting., (AEF: 45/5 Cdn Armd Div/L/F Int Summary No
131, Part 1, 25 Apr 45)

6724 Field works and digging were on an extensive scale.,
A continuous trench system, bounding the lendward side of the
pocket, was constructed more or less paralled to the coast and
about 2000 yards inlend. It was roughly 20,000 yards in length,
beginning at (439306) and ending in the area of the Reider Spit
(5%24). (Mep: Bastern Holland, Delfzijl 1:25,000, Def overprint
20 Apr 45; W.D, 9 Cdn Armd Regt, Air Photos, dated 19 Apr 45),.

It was, of course, impossible to occupy those trenches in their
entirety; therefore the defensive system was a series of prepared
localities based on the various built-up areas, These were centred
on Nansum (4329), Holwierde (4229), Biesum (4327), Uitwierde
(4427), Delfzijl (4526), Fermsum (4625), Weiwerd 14724), Wolden-
dorp (5320) and the Reider Spit (5623). Mines were cncountered
in some numbers, mainly in the Nansum-Holwierde area, north of
Appingedam, and across the neck of Reider Spit. (W.D. Perth Regt,
B.C.Dsy, & Westmr R., April 1945), This was the general picture

of enemy strength, dispositions, and prepared defences, (W.Ds.,
Perth R., 9 Cdn 4irmd Regt, IV R.C., Westmr R., C.B. Highrs, 23
4pr to 3 May 45)

673, The weapons available to the Germans were a varied
lot. The artillery in the pocket was not numerous only 18 guns
of 75-mm or over being captured., (.EF: 11 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D Docket
I, Report on Ops 20 Apr - 3 May 45, Appx "A"). This comparatively
small number of guns at first made it difficult to reconcile the
many reports of severe shelling sent in by all units, However,
this was clerified somewhat when it was realized that 28-cm
Batteries on Borkum fired ten to fifteen rounds per gun daily

into the Delfizjl area, and heavy coast guns in Emden were also
actives, (AEF: 45/1 Cdn irmy/L.F, 1 Cdn /[rmy Int Summary No 300
and No 305), The main enemy batteries within the pocket were
located around the Nansum (5426) area and the Reider Spit. The
former were 105 Millimetre and the latter 12.8-cm flak guns used
in a ground role, Both were in concrete emplacements and very
difficult to neutralize, In fact, none of these guns were knocked
out by counter-battery fire throughout the operation., (AEF: 45/5
Cdn Armd Div/RCA Folio I, 8 Cdn Fd Regt (S.P.) Report on Ops 20
Apr = 2 May 45). Two self-propellsd guns were captured but there
is no evidence of any tanks, 20-mm Flzk guns were plentiful, and
there were sufficient light machine guns to equip the rifle com-
panices of about eight battalions, 8l-mm mortars were surprigingly
few, only six. being found, The rest of the weapons included the
normal infantry types such as rifles, grenades, rocket launchers,
and light mortars. It would seem that the Germans never carried
pistols, or at eny rate their presence never seemed to be report-
eds This operation was no exception in that respect. (11 Cdn Inf
Bde Report on Ops Appx "A" op cit)
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THE CLEARING OF THE DELFZIJ I, POCKET: PHASE I, 23 LPR 45

674, To tell the story of the actual clearing of the
Delfzijl pocket it is necessary S0 go back to 23 ipr 45, On

that date the rezrovping of the assaulting units had been com=-
pleted and the altoclk began. Although the end of Germen resist-
ance was expected in the near futuvru, it was decided to start

the attack ab oncu for the following reasons: one, the length of
the perimeter mocant that three of the four battalions available
would have to be kept deployed at all times in order to maintain
the necessary vressure or the mmemy forces; two, the weather was
miserable; and three, the German shelling was accurate and was
taking a steady toll of Canadian trcops, The plan adopted was
divided into two phases; Phase I called for a reduction of the
perimeter and Phase II a direct assault on Delfzijl, To carry

out the details of Phase I, Perth R, was to seize and consolidate
the line of Holwierde (4229) - Nansum (4329), B.C.D. were to

fece up to the enemy east of ippingedam (4125), but not to get
involved in a formal attack, Ir R.C. was to investigate the
flooded area south of Appingedam. push forward to ths coast in

the viecinity of Oterdunm (5024) - Termunterzijl (5323) and, as

soon as relieved by Westmr R. (Mot) in this area, swing loft and
attack towards Farmsum (4625), Woestmr R. (Mot) was to move to
Termunterzijl (53%23) and then turn right to clear the Reider Spit.
Finally, C.B, Ilighrs were to remain in reserve with tagks to be
allotted later., (AEF: 45/1) Udn Inf Bde, Report on Ops 20 April -
2 May 45), Tank suppori was suprnlied by 5 Cdn Armd Regt (8 NeB.H.).
One squadron was acbached to Perial R. and two troops to each

of Ir R.C. and Wes'mr Rs (Mot}, (W.Dsp, HeQ. 5 Cdn Armd Bde, = _,
#ppx 9 Ops Log, serial 1190, dated 24 Lpr 45). No details were
civen originally regarding the details of Phase II. (11 Cdn Inf
Lde Report on Ops, op cit)

0754 Phese I of the operations to clear the Delfzijl
pocket began on 23 .jpr with Perth R, advancing to the attack on
Holwierde (4229). TFrom the account to follow, it will be seen
that this area produced the most severe fighting, because any
cdvances here nore directly affected thce defences of Delfzijl
than elsewhere, At 1600 hours 23 Apr Lt-Col M.W. Andrew held an
Orders Group and outlined the plan for his battalion, This called
for a sinmulteneous occupation of Groote Nes (424315) and Kleine
Nes (420312) by %C" Coy and Krewerd (4029) by Sp Ory, to begin
after last light, On the successful completion of these noves,
elements of "." Coy were to teke Katmis (420300) and Olde
Kloosver (4113304), and "B"™ Coy, reinforced by a platoon fron
"D¥ Coy, were to seize Holwierde, The action began well,
Yrewerd was occupied without opposition at 0045 hours and "G
(oy was on its objectives by 0200 hours, The eneny began to
roact with accurate shelling, Th: effectiveness of his fire may
te judged when it is realized that he had guns on the coast at
(439302) and therefors was able to reach the whole of the Perth!s
area at a range of only about 30C0 yards. One platoon of "BM
Coy reached (42C302) by 0505 hours, followed by a sub=unit of
"A" Coy on Katmis by 0525 hours., WB" Coy roported opposition
and called for artillery support, which was promptly given,
Eneny guns continued to give trouble, but by 1015 hours "B" Coy
was firm on the north edge of Holwierde, The main resistance
came from artillery fire, and the dey's fighting resulted in the
Perth's having one officer and seven other ranks killed, one
officer anc twenty-threc other ranks wounded, and one other rank
missing., They took 22 prisoners, (W.,D., Perth Re. 23-24 April
19455 W.Dsy 5 Cdn Armd Bde Appx 8, Ops Log serials I15L, X159
1160, 1217, 1310, 1810, 1925,1231, 24 Apr 45)

# Reference maps as for para 659; also /,ppx "H",



- 267 =

6764 Meanwhile, "." and "B" Sgns, B.C.D., dismounted,
with two troops of tanis from "C" Sqn in support, had recliocved
R. Wpg Rif in fLppingedan by 2310 hours 23 Lpr and had gccupiod
positions alrcady desoribed., Two bridges in the irmediate arca
weore checked, and a troop of tanks sent from "C" Sqn to Jukwerd
(4027) on picket duty to prevent any encny from infiltrating
boetween BoGoDo and Perth Re. A Datl‘Ol .Of three Recon- - . -
naissance tanks wes scnt to Hoekthuizen (415278) to clearvout any
Germans who might bc therc, but no contact was nafe. .ccurate
and heavy cneny shelling continued throughout the day. (¥W.D.,
9 Cdn .rnd Regt, 23-24 .pr 45)

677« Ls deserived beforc, I+ R.C. had rolicved 1 C.
Scot R, in arca Wagcnborgen on 24 .pr.. Light shelling, tho gath-
ering up of a fow eneny 8tragglers fron 368 Fortress Battalion,
and the arrival of two troops of tanks fron 8 N.B.H., concluded
the activities of the Irish on that date. (W.Ds, I R.,C., 23=

24 Apr 45; 5 Can /rmd Bde Ops Log, op cit, serials 1152, 1169,
1217, 1620, 1945, 24 Apr 45)

678 Westur R. (Mot) begon moving in the norning of

24 Lpr to take over the right flank of the pocket, ..s related
before, they procecded to aree Oostwolds (5212) with intentions
of pushing on to the north on the sanc date, The Battalion plan,
as outlined by Lt-Col G.C. Corbould, D.S.0,, was to push two
companies forward "C"™ Coy right and ".% Coy lcft, The axis was
to follow the road running north tirough Oostwolderpolder fron
(542130) to (543150), thence along the dykc to a point onc nile
south of Woldendcrp., "C" Coy was to follow ", " Coy to the bridge
north of Oostwolderpolder at (543150), turn east and nako its
way over the dykes to the sea, and thon swing north-east ngy
Coy was ordered to relieve "C" Coy of Ir R.C. at Nieumgl&e
(4917) after dark. (W.D., Westnr R. (Mot), 24 fpr 45). Two
troops of tanks and six 105-rm Shernans fron 8 N.B.H. were allot-
ted in support. The 105's were under control of 17 Cdn Fd Regt
end fired by then as artillery on call, (/EF: 45/5 Cdn .rnd Div/
RCL, op cit, 17 Cdn Fd Regt). 4t 1800 hours Wi" Coy crosscd the
stert line and made its way to (543150), with no conuact and only
occasional rounds of shell fire falling in the vieinity, ™C"

Coy then pushed on and joined it at the sane locction, M.Y" Coy
called for fire on some suspected encny positions; this was
supplied by the 105 nillinetre tanks, No casualties were suffered
oand nothing mors was reported on 24 Lpr., (W.D., Westrr (Mot)

24 Lipr 45; 5 Cdn Armc Bde Ops Iog op cit, serial 1235, 24 Apr 45)

1

679 During 25 Lpr Perth R. did not make any further
advances, [ few prisoners of war were picked up by "B" Coy in
Holwierde (4229). On *#C" Coy reporting that they were being
shelled eccurately by four self-propelled guns, g Cdn Fd Regt
replied, .t 0900 hours 1l Cdn Inf Bde tock over command of the
sector from 5 Cdn Lrmd Bde and directed the remainder of the op-
erations from Ten Boer (3020). /n attack by fighter-bombers on
the enemy guns along the dyke at (459302) was planned for 1420
hours, The artillery was to fire smoke shells as merkers, but
the aircraft arrived early and bombed without target indication,
therefore causing very little damagc. . large German patrol near
the southem outekirts of Holwierde at ( 423296) and suspected
positions at Uiteinde (428312) and (430312) were engagoed by art-
illery and mortars, At 2330 hours an enemy patrol was driven off
zg)uB" Coy Perth R, leaving seven doad, (W.D., Perth R., 25 Lpr

680, : B,C.D. werc cgain subjected to heavy shelling in
their holding positions. Continuous line patrols were necessary
to keep communications open., A4S theo enemy were systematically
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knocking down the houses with accurate, heavy-calibre fire, Lt-
Col H, Angle, D.S.0,, ordered the evacuation of civilians from
Appingedam, This was carried ouv, During the afternoon a patrol
of reconnaissance tanks went out and contacted Perth R. at
Krewerd (4029). (W.D., 9 Cdn Armc Regt, 25 Apr 45)

681, Patrolling occupied the attention of the Irish
Regiment during the night 24-25 Apr. One patrol made contac% on
the Weer Dijk at (478175), and another returned without seeing
any enenmy., "C" Coy was relieved by the Westminsters, and moved
around to some buildings on the Wold Weg at (406199). "B" Coy
passed through "A" Coy ard dug in at Schaapbulten (4621) without
incident. "D" Coy reached a point £00 yards north of Wildehof
(444204), unmolestcd by the enemy. The day's activities were
concluded by a rcconnaissance patrol to Tjuchem (428208), which
found the areca flooded and the bridge over the Afwaterings

canal destroyed. (W.D., ’r R.C., 25 Apr 45)

682, Westmr R. (Mot) continued their advance during the
early morning of 25 Apr., By first light, "A" Coy reached the
junction of the Polderweg and the Lipskerweg at (544151) and ng"
Coy the junction of the Lipskerweg and the Nieuwe Dijk at
(561156)s Progross was slow due to the lack of cover and a very
brilliant moon. "B" Coy completed the relief of "C% Coy of the
Irish and took up position in Nieuwolda (4917), with a platoon
pughed forward to a group of buildings 400 yards south of Kopaf
at (480180). At 1130 hours further progrers was made and WA"

and "C" Coys werc established 200 yards south of the junction of
Nieuwe Di jk and Dwars Weg at (545172) by 1300 hours, Tactical
B.H.Q. moved to Munnikeveen (548161) in the early afternoon, and
almost immediatoly drow enemy shell fire, as did "C" Coy H.Q.

No casualtiocs were suffered, Movement was restricted during day-
light and nothing further occurrecd during 25 Apr. (W.D., Westmr
Re; 25 Apr; W.D., H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde Appx 7, Ops Log, serial 1,
25 Apr 45) ,

683, Perth R was relatively inactive on 26 Apr. The
delay wias caused by cratering in the roads, especially at
(399513) on thc Godlinzo - Holwiorde road, wiich prevented the
supporting 8 N.B.H. tanks from getting forward, Plans were made
to clear the lins of the dyke from Hoogwatum (4333%35) to (435324)
and from therc to the road at Uiteinde (428312), The operation
was t o take place in two phascs, In Phase I, "D" Coy with one
troop of tanks from 8 N.B.H. was to clear as far as Hoogwatum
while a platoon from "C% Coy cut the dyke at (4353%24). On the
successful completion of this ecction, Phase II was to see the
advance of "D% Coy, through “C" Coy's Platoon, to secure the
rond at Uiteinde. = (W.D., Perth R., 26 Apr 45). 8 Cdn Fd Regt
was to provide, on ¢~1ll, concentrations on all known enemy posi-
tions, 109 Brit H.A.A. Regb, which had just come under command
5 Cdn Armd Div, was to engoge the guns in the Nansum (4329) area
from 2200 hours to 0200 hours. (11l Cdn Inf Bde Ops Iog, © cit,
serial 62, 26 Apr 45), Poor visibility caused the cancelling of
a bombing attack on the coastal guns north of Delfzijl, Shelling
continued throughout the day over most of the Perth sector,
iosuﬁg%ng in ono killed and seven wounded. (W.D. Perth R,, 26
pT

684, Throughout 26 Apr B.C.D. carried on in their hold-
ing roles They continued a plan of rotating the dismounted
personncl they had on the ground in ippingedam and reported heavy
shelling over thcir whole area. This shelling from large calibre
guns from Borkum or Emden was very effective.in flattening houses
completely. (W.D. 9 Cdn Armd Regt, 26 .pr 45). To assist 11 Cdn
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Inf bde in its battle for Delfzijl additional artillery support
arrived, This consisted of six %lOB-mm) trnks from G.G.H.G.,
which deployod in 8 Cdn Fd Regt's orca amd went under its command,
It wos intended to use thesc guns, with hollow chargc sholls,
against the enemy concrotec emplacements., In addition, other

(75 millimetre) tenks, also from G.G.H.G., concantratcd near
Groningen to await orders to move up also for employment as art-
illery. The romnining battery of 17 Cdn Fd Regt arrived in the
regimental aren and went into action, (11 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log,
op cit, serials 25, 29 and 68)

685, Patrolling occupicd the attention of Ir R.C.
during the early morning of 26 Apr, Contact was made on the
Slochteren - Delfzijl railway at (478226), ond Mccdhuizen (4421)
was found o be clear, Later in the morning Lt-Col L.,H.C. Payne
held an orders group in which hc detailed the plans for the day's
fighting, All companies except "B" Coy were to advance, Ab

1400 hours "C" Sgn, 8 N.B,H. joined thc Irish, and half an hour
later "A" Coy moved off, In spite of opposition and heavy shell-
ing, it reached its objective, Zomerdijk (487200), by 1630 hours,
"g" Coy followed "AY Coy, and while passing through came under
fire and suffered casualties, but gaindits new position, build-
ings on the Neiuwe Kloosterlaan, 1500 yards north of Zomerdi jk

at (485215), by 1800 hours, "D" Coy then started out and,
although running into considerable opposition, was firm in its
allotted area, the railway crossing over the Wester Weg at
(470221), by 2300 hours. Shelling continucd throughout the
battalion locality, but, the situation being in hand the companies
were dug in securely by midnight, (W.D., Ir R.C., 26 Apr 45

686, While continuing ncross the open ficlds towards the
sea, "C" Coy Westmr R. (Mot) became involved with a strong German
patrol 500 yerds north-west of the intersection of the Dwars Weg
and Hoofd Weg at (549179) in the early hours of 26 Apr, cnd a
short £ight ensued, The enemy was driven off in disorder, leav-
ing four prisoners behind., A reconnaissance peirol,; orderad by
brigade, made their way to Scheoveklap (488175) to investigate a
ocrossing at this point., They returncd with the report that it

was strongly held and that the site was not suitable for bridging,
At a morning conference at brigade headquarters, permission was
gronted to withdraw "B" Coy from Niecuwolde (4917) as the projected
Irish advance would take them across this Coy's front, The
Brigadier's plan directed that Lt-Col Corbould get two sub-units
North of Woldendorp (5220) as soon as possible., During the after-
noon "C" Coy then pressing on towards the sca, was shelled and
suffered some casualties in arca (5518). The commanding officer
then made his plan as follows, "A" Coy was to move into Woldendorp
from the south, "C" Coy was to come back from the exposcd right
flank and follow "A" Coy, and finally “B" Coy was to get around
Woldendorp from the north-west nud so outflank it. Support was

to be supplied by 17 Gdn Pd Regt and a troop of 8 N.B.H, The
attack got under way during the aftornoon, and "A" Coy occupied
positions on the Qostwolde - Woldendorp road 300 yards north-west
of the Middendijk at (534186), waiting there until joined by "C"
Coy at 2300 hours., The day ended with heavy firing from the 12,8
centimetre flak guns on the Reider Spit (5623), but casualties
remained suprisingly light, (W.D., Westmr R. (Mot), 26 4pr 45;

11 Cdn Inf Bde Ops 1.0g op oit, Serial 25, 26 Apr 45)

687 At 0035 hours 27 Apr Perth R. began to carry oub
the plan as outlined (para 675). "D" Coy reached its objective
on the dyke at (433334) at 0220 hours, Forty minutes later the
platoon from "C% Coy dug itself in Tfirmly at (4343%20) and was
supported by one enti-tank gun and a Wasp flame thrower, thus
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successfully completing Phase I of the operatione. Phasc II was
got under way immediately, "D¥ Coy passing through the "C" Coy
vlatoon towards its objective. LAt around 0515 hours the cnemy
became more active., From then on small arms fire grew more
intense., 8 N,.,B.H. tanks were called on for support; with their
help Perth R. reached Uiteinde by 0618 hours. Resistance in the
area did not cease, one tank being knocked out. The company
commander asked for more armour, and callcd down artillery fire
on a self-propeclled gun north cast of Nonsum at (439297). The
enemy continued to react very strongly and between 0900 hours
and 1000 hours 71 prisoners were taken by oup troops. 8 N.B.H.
tanks in the area of Uitcinde and betwoen Kleino Nes and Bierum
(417316) were sudjcebtedé to heeov. sghell firce, This firc was kept
up and one tank w8 ecventually destroycd, Thce tank commander
stated that he might have to withdr-ow to save his vehicles, which
were very exposed, "D" Coy agnin called artillery fire on some
50 Germans secn forming up around the dyke north-cast of Nansum
at (440301), but it failcd to dispersec thoms. At 1145 hours Lt-
Col /ndrew called an orders group to fornulate another plan as
Phase II was now complete. Enemy shelling continued the rest of
the day and was particularly heavy in "D" Coy arca, whore the
Artillery Observation post was set on firc, (W.D. Perth Rogt,
27 Apr 45; 1l Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log op cit, sorials 2, 11, 18, 22,
27 Lpr 455

688, Meanwhile, Brigacdisr Johnson had outlined further
tasks for Perth R. The regiment was instructcd to scize the
linc Holwierde (4229) - Nansum (4329) in order to propare the

way for the direct assault on Delfzijl. C.B. Highrs werc inform-
ed that they would bc given the latter task, This ropresconted
Phase II of the Brigads Plan (soe para 674). C.B. Highrs were
told to be ready to pass through the¢ Perth R. 88 soon as the
Nansum - Holwierde line fell. (Ibid, scrial 19, 27 .ipr 45)

689, In the early morning of the 27 Apr a patrol from
the Recce Tp and "C" Sqn, B.C.D. procecded to (416282) on foot.

It roported enemy movement around the tile works at (417282) and

8 Ccdn Fd Regt was called on for fire, which wes put down at 0345
hours., Shelling in ippingedan continued spasmodically during the
daye A patrol to Marsum (4227) was ordered, and at 2130 hours

1t set out, Without enemy interforence it reached a position close
to the village where it was able ©o observe ond heer movement,

The serenity of the night was rudely disturbed by the sudden
descent of o counter-mortar concentration in the vicinity of
Marsum., Ignorant of brigade's intention in this matter the pavrol
made a hurried withdrawal in some exasperation, Therc were,
however, no casualties, Eneny shelling ceased at midnight,

(WeDoy BeCueDsy 27 Apr 45)

690, Ir R.C. wes inactive durlng 27 Apr and made no, further
moves. A4ll compenies were shelled, Lt~Col Payne gave out his

plans for continuing the battalion's advancc, which was to begin

at @00 hours 28th, (W.D., IT R.C. 27 Apr 45

691, At 0240 hours 27 ipr thc Westnimsters onse again-
drove forward to complete their task of seizing Woldendorp %5220)
Under cover of an artillery programmc and the fire from a troop of
8 N.B.H., tanks, "A" Coy, its scout platoon engnging with rapid
fire, swept across the remaining 1500 yards of opcn ground in
brilliant fa~hion. So completcly did it surprisc the eneny, he
did not realize what was happening, o~nc before he could recover,
"A" Coy was firmly established in the northern part of thc town
(529203)s The score wos many Geman dead and 30 prisoners taken,
to no casualties for our troops. One company, however, had
insufficient numbors to occupy the whole of the town, so the
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Gernons returned and got back into Woldendorp, thus cutting off
WA" Coy for sorw tine,., Meanwhile, "B" Coy had established it-
sclf ot (512195) the junction of the Heen Weg and Munsterlaan,
The Cormnnding Officor then ordered “BY Coy to continue north-
west of thc town and "C% Coy to join "." Coy and assist it in
nopping upe. Because the iestnini:zters were now under fire fronm
the heavy flak guns on Reider Spit at a range of only fron four
to 5000 yards novenent by daylizht was extremely hazardou8.
Therefore, nothing further happened during daylight hours. at
about 2030 hours all companies reported counter-attacks coming
in, but only on "." Coy did one actually develop.. ALfter a busy
half hour, the attack was broken up, "." Company using every
available weapon including sore capturcd ones., Great assistance
was given by 17 Cdn Fd Regt cnd the supporting troop of 8 N,B.H.
(W.D., Westor R., (Mot) 27 ipr +5)

6924 Mcanwhile, Brigadier Johnson came up to the West-
ninster hendquarters to outline the progress of the rest of the
Brigade, Casualties hod been heavy and progress very slow,
cspecially in thc Perth arca. The Westminsters were told that it
was imperative that thoy get on to the sca as quickly as possible,
and try to knock out the guns on the spit which were now within
doadly range. It was also desired to prevent any large-scale
evacuation from Termunterzijl (5323), and, by squeezing the pocket
from the right to takoc some of the pressure off the units working
on the left, Conscquently, "C" Coy began its cttack on Woldendorp
at 2220 hours, Thc Gernans fought well from good positions and

at midnight the Westninstors were still fighting their way forward
to try to join "AM™ Coy. (W.D., Westmr Regt, 27 iLpr 45; 1l Cdn Inf
Bde Ops log, op cit, serial 12, 19, 28, 44, 48, 27 iApr 45)

6934 In the early hours of 28 ipr the Perths pushed

out once more into the wet darkness to carry out their part of
the completion of Phase I of the Brigade plan (see para 685).
Company tasks were as follows; "C" Coy was ordered to take out

the enemy guns north-cast of Nansum at (459299), "D% Coy to dig
in around sonec buildings south-cast of Klein Wierum (436307)

AN Goy to attack and Lold Nansum (4329), while "B® Coy maint-
ained a firn basc in Holwierde (4229). Some of the difficulties of
ensuing operations can be rapprecinted when it is realized that the
three attacking companies were now working within 1000 yards of
the Gorman guns on tlie coast, which were well protected by small
arns and strongly emplaced in concrete, Once sighted by these
guns there would be very little possibility of taking cover,

"C" Coy started out, but by 0300 hours was in trouble as a mine
field had been cncountersd in the area of Gaarbindeweer (432318),
Several anti-personnel nines explodel, wounding the company
cormander cnd killing one of the platoon commanders. 4 patrol
sent forward to try to discover a gap returned at first light,
unsucccssful, #C% Coy was then ardered to withdraw, With ths
coning of daylight enemy shelling becane severe, as anticipated,
and severzl cosualties resulteds WDM Coy began its advance at
1515 hours to takc positions cast and south-east of Kleinwiorun
at (440310) and (435307), mecting slight opposition at first,.

The company called for artillery fire and got on. By 1630 hours
opposition h~é stiffencd and cnemy gun fire became intense, Lirt-
illery was asked for again, and was given. YD¥ Coy was now
approaching its objective practically under the ruzzles of the
eneny coast battory, but smoke brought down by the mortars provid-
ed cover, At 1750 hours "D% Coy had one platoon at (4353073,
which took 20 prisoners. More smoke was called for at 1815 hours,
and the final objective (4595102 was recched at 1945 hours, "W
Coy now firmed up ond dug in. (W.D., Perth Re., 28 Apr 45)
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694, Mcanwhilc, "C¥# Coy hod been ordered to follow "D"
Coy, and now was instructed to pass through and carry out its
original task, (W.D., Perth R., 28 ipr 45). This was not an
easy onc, because it was fouad very difficult to knock out the
Gernen guns, These could be neutrolized by artillery fire only

as long as the gurs. were actually firing. Thus, when the fire
had to lift in order to allow the infantry to get on to the
objective, thgrcould reotaliate, "C" Coy solved this however,
literally "lcaning on" an artillery concentration on the eneny
battery, thus appearing anongst the eneny gunners before they had
tine to necke use of their nuncrous small arns. (AEF: 45/5 Cdn
irmd Div/RCAL Folio I, 8 cdn Fd Regt (S.P.).Report on Ops, 20 Apr
- 2 May 45)es By 2245 hours it had overrun the guns and .taken

177 prisoncrs, This operation was carried out with dash and skill,
and a vory sticky position fell with conparatively few casualties,
ni" Coy, which had concentrated in Bierun 4132}, was ordered to
advance through "D Coy and attack Nansum (4329)., They were
pusiing on ¢8 28 Lpr cane to a close, (W.D, Perth R., 28 Anr 45)

695, B.C.D. spent 28 /pr preparing for their attack on
Marsun (4227) which had been ordered at the Brigedier's confer-
ence in the :iormming., This wos to go in as soon as the Perths.
had completed their operations for the day, Bacry shelling
eased off sonewhat, and, apart from a routine patrol to Krewerd
(4029), and calling down artillery fire on targets on their
front, there was nothing further to report. (W.D., B.C.D., 28

Apr 45)

696, ifter a day's inactivity, Ir R.C, noved on again
with the intentiop of seizing the town of Oterdum (5024), (11

Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, op cit, serial 17, 27 Lpr 45). Lt=Col

Payne dccided to edvence with two corpanies up, "A" Coy to nove

up along the dyke of the Teriwunter Canal, and "C" Coy directed
toward Heveskes (4824), "C" Coy procceded according to plan,

and, in spite of neeting considerable opposition and having to
pass through sone wire, reached (488234), 500 yards from Heveskes
at first light, taking 23 prisoners, (W.D., I R.C., 28 Lpr 45).
"A" Coy on the other hand, was not so successful. Proceeding
along the dyke, between 0445 and 0530 hours it became involved

in a serious gnall =rns battle with the Gemans. The conmpany
position at this time was obscure but was reported in a gemeral are
(520220), 500 yards south-west of Wartumerklap, The enemy were
occupying positions dug in behind wire obstacles which had not
shown up on the air photograophse (11 Cdn Inf Sde Ops Log, op cit,
serials 12 and 18, 28 ipr 45). In fact, the opinion of Ir R.C.
was that the Germans had allowed “." Coy to come in close, and had
then sprung a prepared trap. One platoon escaped the encircle-
nent and fought its way back to the original company position,

but it was apparently unable to give any coherent picture of

what was happening. (W.D., Ir R.C., 28 Lpr 45). By 0800 hours
there began to come in reports which indicated that "A" Coy had
run into the mein Germen defensive line, It was engaged by mortar
and heavy naechine gun fire, as well as the smaller infantry
weapons, fron the vicinity of the canal at Wartumerklap (524226).
Eneny light mchine guns were active on both sides of the canal,
and "A" Coy could make no further headway, Meenwhile, "C" Coy

had firmed up and reportcd a large crater in the road at

De Pomperij (487225), on which the pioneer platoon got busy.

ni" Coy was finally locnted nt (522225), 200 yards south-west of
Wartermerklap at noon, but cormunications were unsatisfactory

due to wireless batterics running down. In the afternoon a pat-
rol with new batterios was sent forward., Due to the heavy machine
gun fire, it could not nake contnct, inlicating thot the company
was still surrounced. /4 feasible route for tanks -aving been
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discovercd, 8 N.B.H. preparcd to go forward to support "C" Coy.
(11 cdn Inf Bde Ops Lof, op cit, serials 24, 41, 63, 70, 28 ipr
45)

6974 At the Brigade morning conference Ir R,C. was

told to got assistance to its "L Coy and to organize a rCSOrvVo.
(Ibid, serial 30), In consequcnce of these instructions Lt=Col
Paync ordered "," Coy to renain where it was and "B" Coy to pass
through and go on to Borgsweer (5123%), The platoon which had got
back from "," Coy was to go along with "BY Coy and drop off at
its own sub-unit on reaching that area, (Ibid, serial 69).

"B Coy got ready to reke itg advance and was to nove off sone-
tine between 2300 hours and ridnight. However, news of counter-
attacks against "." Coy cane¢ in as the day ended, and since the
situation was not ecleared up until later, it became necessary for
the Irish to nmake a new plan and regroup, (Ibid, serials 83 and

6)

698, In the early hours of 28 Lpr, the two Westmr R,
(Mot) companies had joined in Woldendorp (5220), "C" reaching

wit at 0600 hours, Together they begon the task of clearing the
town, This was delayed by a counter-attack, which was Dbeaten
off with heavy casunltics to the eneny in killed, wounded and
prisoners, The job of clearing the town went on all morning and
was not corplotc until 1200 hours. (W.D., Westir R., (Mot) 27
and 28 Apr 45). Once again, the nearness of the eneny guns and
lack of cover postponed iovaient until after last light, Shelling
was sovere in Woldendorp (5220), nany houses being conpletely
razed, Lt 2115 hours "BY Coy left its old location and begen

the task of outflanking Woldendorp. The troop of 8 N.B.,H. tanks
and the Wasp flame-throwers acconpanying ths infantry found the
nuddy tracks very difficult te rove over. Craters and blows
caused considerable delay, holding up the advance until they
could be filled or by-passed, "." Coy had been ordered to strike
out north of Woldendorp to take buildings @nd the road junction
at (536217). It tried to do this, but every attempt was blocked
by extremely accurate fire from the heavy flak guns on Reider
spit. Because they werc beyond the range of 17 Cdn Fd Regtls
25=-pounders, nothing nuch could be done to neutralize them and
the only guns capable of reaching them were the six 105-rm tanks
of 8 N.B,H, Thesec weapons were unable to fire rapidly enough to
produce a concentration sufficiently heavy to prevent the German
gunners from working their pieces, 28 ipr came to a close with
"B" Coy pushing on slowly, and "," Coy pinned down at the North
edge of Woldendorp. (W.,D., Westmr R., 28 4pr 45; 5 Cdn Armd Div/
RCi4, Report on Ops; op cit, 17 Cdn FC Regt)

®
CLE/RING THE DELFZIJL POCKET: PHLSE II, 29 LPR 45

699, At the moming conference of 29 Apr 45 the unit repres-
entativeSreceived from Brigadier Johnston orders to begin Phase
IT of the Delfzijl operations., Perth R. was to continue its job
of consolidating the line from Holwierde to Nansum, C.B. Highrs
were told to stand by, ready to relieve the Perth R. as soon as
the latter had c ampleted its task., Vhen this relief had been
carried out, thc Capec Bretons were instructed to launch an attack
to seize Uitwiecrce (4427) as a jumping off place for their assault

¥ Reference maps as for para 659; also Lppx “HY,
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on Delfzijl, This assault was to take place on the night follow-
ing the fall of Uitwierde. B.C.D. were ordered to capture Marsum
in opder to allow the mppers to conduct bridging operations at
Holwierde., The timing of this attack, like that of C.B.H. was

to depend on the Perths! seizure of their objectives, There was
no change in plans for Ir R.C. or the Westmr R. (Mot). The
squadron of 8 N.B,H., now with Perth R. was to continue with

C.B. Hishrs when they began their attack., Finally, G.G.H.G's
105-mm tanks were instructed to carry out neutralizing shoots
against the flak guns on xeider spit. (11 Cdn Inf Bde Op Log,
op oit, serial 36, 29 Apr 45)

7004 The morning of the 29th dawned fair and the Perths
continued on towards Nansum (4329). At 0145 hours"A"® Coy was
engaged about 800 yards ahead of '"D" Coy's position, by small
arms fire from north of the town, But reported that it would
deal with this and get on., During this, the company reached
Bosch (433300) and took 70 prisoners. At this point, however,
ammunition ran low, whereupon the company commander decided to
hold his present position until stocks could bs replenished.
About 15 minutes after this decision had been made there dev-
eloped an enemy counter-attack which, under the circumstances,
could have been very serious., In spite of these difficulties,
the company held its ground by the use of capjtured enemy weapons
and the help of close support fire by 8 Cdn Fd Regt (S.P.). At
0145 hours a large number of Germans were sighted on the Nansum -
Holwierde road and M"A" Coy, remaining alert and aggressive,
called down artillery fire on them with good results., After 0900
hours, "A" Coy went off the air and its situation became obscure,
In order to maintain contact, a patrol was sent Brom "D" Coy to
find out what was happening. Around midday "C" Coy observed
enemy south of Nansum and along the coast north-eazt of Uitwierde
and asked for air burst. This was brought down effectively. By
1430 hours, a new sup ly of ammunition hcé been got forward to
A" Coy, which pushed on again, Aided by artillery fire on
Nansum, it entered the villaje against some opposition. In the
meantime, "D" Coy, with tank supvort, bezan the job of clearing
the area between Nansum and Holwierde, The day'!s action came
swiftly to a close., "DY Coy completad its task and by 1700
hours contacted "A"™ Coy in Nansum thc latter being firm by this
time, Starting around 2145 hours, C.B. Highrs began their relief
of the Perth R, with the two "C% Coys exchanging positions,

Perth R, withdrew into brigads rescrve, carried out a rsgrouping,
and ended the day with thc companies as follows: "C" Coy at
Bierum, "A"™ Coy at Losdorp, "D" Coy at Holwierde, and "B"™ Coy at
Spijke (W.D., Perth Re., 29 Apr 45)

701, B.C.D. in Appingedam received their usual amount
of shelling during the da~. At 2015 hours they left their area
to take Marsum (4227)., TFor this job they formed a small battle
group composed of the reconnaissance troop supported by two
troops of tanks from ¥#C" Sqn., After shelling the village liber-
ally with tank guns, the group entered Marsum and discovered that
it was already clear of cnemy., AS the abttackers began to dig in
about the perime ter, the enemy started to shell them quite heavily,
This continued, and at 2100 hours the open-topped light tanks

were sent back to Oosterwijtwerd (3827) in order to preserve them
from possible damage, Later, dismounted personnel Tfrom "A" and
"B" Sqns were sent to Marsum to help the reconnaissancs troop
firm ups A troop of tanks from “C" Sgn proceeded to Holwierde
and contacted the company of the Perth R, at 2157 hours, remain-
ing there with the infantry during the night to strengthen their
defences, Although enemy harassing fire continued until midnight,
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no further action was reported for tho day. (W.D., 9 Cdn Armd
Regt, 29 Apr 45)

7024 By midnight on 29 ApY Ir R.C.'s situation had
cleared up somewhat, "A" Coy, after two cnemy counter-attacks,
had withdrawn to its former area at Zomerdijk (491200)s Lt-Col
Payne made a new plan, which was as follows: "B" Coy was directed
to take the Wartumerklap arca (524226) followed by "D" Coy,
which would then pass through to seizc Borgsweer (5122) and
(518233), and "A" Coy was to take over "D" Coy's position, (11 .
Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log op cit, scrial 6, 29 Apr 45). By 0700
hours, "B" Coy hcd rcached (522224), without casualtics and took
12 prisoners. (W.D. Ir R.C., 29 Apr 45). At 0630 hours the
Westminsters reported contact with thce Irish at (524229), and
soon after the Irish stated that they were sending a platoon
forward to (522224). (11 Cdn Inf Bdc Ops Log op cit, serials
26, 27, 29 Apr 45), At 1050 hours "D" Coy roported a body of
enemy troope about 300 strong moving on the Weiwerd (4724) =
Hoveskes (4824) road. The Germans wore engaged by artillery and
machine gun fire with some results. (Ibid, serial 46), In the
early ofternoon civilians reported thatOtordum (5024) had been
abandoned 2nd that thc garrison had gonec to Termunterzijl (5323)
to wait evacuation to Emden (6530). Consequently, fire was
brought down on both of these places and "C" Coy dospatched a
platoon to investigate Oterdum, (Ibid, scrials 52, 53 and 63).
In the meantime, "A"™ Coy had moved oif to relieve "D" Coy in
accordance with the, battalion plan as detailed earlier in this
paragraph, (Ibid, serial 46). Duc to the opposition being less
than expected, "B" Coy with one platoon of "D" Coy under command
was ordered to take Borgsweer (5122)., The last report from the
Irish on 29 came in at 2400 hours and stated that "D" Coy had
begun moving at 2230 hours to follow up bchind "B" Coy. (Ibid,
scrials 63 and 81).

703 During the carly morning hours of 29 Apr, "B" Coy
(Westminsters) kopt moving slowly, taking 42 prisoners and a
number of encmy weapons (W.D., Westmr R. (Mot) 29 Apr 45). By
0100 hours it had roached a point 500 yards south of Botteri]j
(516205); there a tank, a fleme thrower and a carrier bogged
down, causing further delay. (11 Cin Inf Bdc Ops Log %g cit,
serial 5, 29 Apr 45). "A" Coy was still pinned down a% the
northern cdge of Woldendorp (5320), thc 105-millimetre tanks
being unable to necutralize the flak guns on the spit, By 0410
hours "B" Coy had passed through a wirc obstacle at (518213) and
firmed up just south of Wartumocrklap, whencc it contacted ®B"
Coy of the Irish at 0630 hours. (Ibid, serials 17 and 26), - The
Cormanding Officor made a now plan cntailing a two-company attack
with "A" Coy on thec right and "B" Coy on the left, "AM Coy was
to pass through "B" Coy, swing right to (536218) and on to
Termunten (5422). "B" Coy, meanwhilc, was to capture Termunter-
zijl (5323), and *G" Coy was to romeain firm in Woldendorp and
patrol to the cast as far as possible, (Ibid, serial 825 W.D.,
Westmr R. (Mot) 29 .ipr 45). By midnight, WL Coy had passed
through "B" Coy and was well on its way. (11 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log,
op cit, scrial 82)

704, During thc night of 29 Apr C,B. Highrs completed
their relief of Perth R. and preopared to launch their attack on
Delfzijl, "“.i" Coy was the first to move and took up position at
(423309) at 0245 hours, The day was quiet but the pioncers were
kept busy clearing mines and doing general road repeir in the
vicinity of “A" Coy. (W.D. C.B. Highrs, 29 ipr 45). By 2300
hours the remainder of the battalion came into the line, ™CM
Coy took over at (439302), and "D" Coy at Holwierde, whilo "B"
Coy remained in Bierum (4132), (Ibid, Apr 9, 28 and 29 Apr 45).
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In his plan for the battalion attack Lt-Col R.B. Somerville had
divided the operation into four phases., Phase I was to consist
of an advance, with "A" and “B" Coys up, to seize the dyke area
at (445282) and Uitwierde (4427) respectively. (11 cdn Inf Bde
Report on Ops, op ¢it, Docket III, C.B. Highrs; W.D. C.B. Highrs,
Appx 9, 30 Apr 1%). In Phase II, "C" Coy was to pass through

mAtn and "B" Coys and capture the gun positions at (455279)e When
this was completed, Phasc III was tc consist of "D" Coy going
through "C" Coy and taking morc guns 2t Delfzijl harbour (463270).
In Phase IV, the railwey station (549270) was to be taken and the
town mopped up. The start line was dcteiled as the road running
from Holwierdc to Nansum in squarc (4329); H hour was to depend
on the completion of the Perth!s rcliof, (11 Cdn Inf Bdc Report
on Ops, op cit)

7054 At 0110 hours 30 Apr thu attack began, A" and "B
Coys passing through "D" Coy. "B" Coy reported slight opposition
at 0200y hours shortly aftcerwards teking approximately 200 pris-
onerss At 0245 hours, it arrived on its objective (445282) with-
out much trouble, "A"™ Coy had an equally easy time; it rcached
Uitwicrdc (4427) at 0300 hours, capturing 40 prisoners on the
waye. The total morning count was about 400, The Comiending
Officer then procceded with thc consolidation by sending two

guns from the anti-tank platoon to cach of the forward companies
end ordering 8 N.B.H. tanks forwazrd, No, 3 Tp from "A"™ Sgn
arrivod at Uitwierde in tinme to be of assistance to the infantry.
The following excerpt from an 8 N.B.H. report on operations,
describing an engogement involving No. 3 Tp, sorves toc illustrate
the strength of the German positions.

During the firming up a large pill box was engaged by

a 17 pr tank, Though many hits were scored by AP the
firing continued, After one round of SABOT ammunition
wes used, thc white flag was shown and no further
Tiring was observed to come from the pill box, Sub=-
sequent exanination showed the AP rounds had penetrated
a distancc of 5% feet and still had not broken through
the reinforced concrete walls, The S/BOT round had

hit high on the pill box and Lhad caused the conerete

to break loosc on the inslde of the 7 foot thick walls,

(/BF: 45/5 cdn Lrmd Bde/C/D, Folio
5, Report on Ops 5 Cdn Arnd Regt,
25 4Apr 45 to 5 May 45)

A" and "B¥ Coys were instructed to patrol forward to try to
regain contact, Two patrols come back in at 0600 hours, report-
ing that they had gone sone distance without being able to find
any eneny., Word was rcceived froi: Brigade headquarters that the
C.B. Highrs were to wait until dark before beginning the remain-
ing phascs of the operation. During tho morning thc Pioneer P1,
supported by the cerriers, set vut to swoep the road to "B" Coy
but nistook the route and found thenselves in Biesun (4427),
being somewhat disturbed to discover that it abounded with grey-
clad soldiery. They recovercd quickly, however, and, after an
exchange of unploasantness, withdrow in triumph with 23 prisoners
for the loss of one killed and two wounded., Phase II began at
2200 hours, when "C" Coy crosscd the start line, It very shortly
ran into a minc ficld and thc pioneers got to work irmediately to
clear a path, This was a tedious task, and sorne shells began to
fall in the area, At 2300 hours contact was again madc with the
cnenys A quick attack resulted in 49 norc prisoners being added
to the Capc Brotons! bag, At nidnight 30 ipr "C" Coy was still
advencing slowly. (W.D., C.B., Highrs, 30 ipr 45)
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706, On %0 Apr B.C.D. were ordered to cxtend right and
left of their present position and to hold the line from a point
(425244), on the Eonskonaal south of Opwicrde, through (42%262),
Mersum (4227), to the road junction (423292), 500 yards south of
Holwicrde, They were also instructed to clear the part of
Appingedan south of the Damstor river. The starting time for
this tasgk not being given, it did not take plece until 31 Apr.

As shelling in Appingedan continucd "B" Sgnfs disnounted troops
werc noved to try to aveid it, Thore was nothing else of inpor-
tance to report for the day., (W.D., 9 Cdn irmd Regt, 30 Lpr 45)

707« 4t devm on 30 ipr "B" Coy Ir R.C., went into
Borgsweer (5123) against ro opposition, *"D" Coy then passed
through and occupied Oterdwa (5024) by noon, again finding that
the enemy had withdravm. Lt 1630 hours "C" Coy struck out for
Heveskes (4824) and by 1800 hours ostablished itsclf in the
village, still without encny reaction., The Gormans were noving
as quickly as they could towzrds Delfzijl, and the pocket was
rapidly shrinking in arca. "A"™ Coy having been rcorgaonized
joined "C" Coy in Heveskes (4824), smd voth were consolidated by
last licht, So endecd the day's activitios for the Irish, (W.D.,
II' R.C.’ 30 fo)I' “r5)

708, In the early hourg of 30 .pr "B" Coy Westninsters set
out into wild rainy darknoss towards the port of Ternunterzijl
(5323), .As the fields had boconc very nmarshy, the going was not
casy, cnd in the first 1ight of dawn "B" Coy found itself about
1000 yards ifron its objcctive, . deternined dash across the cpen
erded with the corpony juickly cstablishing itself in the town

and scnding patrols forward to the beach, "AY Coy had sonewhat
uore troublec, rumning into a strong cnony position at (536217).

It quickly dcalt with this, howover, and reached Termunten (5422)
shortly after "B" Coy had got on to its objeetive, By 0600 hours
a troop of 8 N.B.H. tanks lad rnde its way forward to the leading
troops and the task of nopping up began, Termunterzijl (5323)
yielded a large haul of enciy troovs and equipmentes It had been
set up as an evacuation point, and srinll boats had been gathered
for that purposc, Thero was no ighting and the Germans surren-
dered in groups of 30 or rwre, By novon the town was clear, as was
also Tornunten (5422), Tho day's bag anounted to over 500, Mean-
while, "C" Coy had started its patrolling esctivity. A carrier
patrol was sent to investigatc the Johannes Kerkhoven Polder
(5520) and then work north ovn foot towards Reider Spit. Foot
patrols left Woldendorp at the same timoc to fcllow a parallel

axis to the same objective. By 1600 hours "C" Coy had moved up

to area (555224) ard was preparing to advance ageinst Reider Spit.
(11 can Inf Bde Ops Log, op c¢it, serial 59, 30 Apr 45). It took
six prisoners but it soon bhecame apparent that one company could
not teke the spit unaided, I'rom its positions "C" Coy was practic-
ally peerine down the muzzles of the 12.8 centimetre flak guns,
being within 1000 yarde of them, 1hc¢ only approach was narrow,
well wirocd, and mined, In the words of the Westminster's diary:

In these positions the troops were less than 1000 yards
from the German guns and werc even able tc watch the
gunners loading and firing. y

(WeDe, Westmr Re, 30 Apr 45)

Artillery support waes limited to the six 105-mm tanks and one
Te2=-in howitzer. These guns weroe insufficient to put down enough
ncutralizing fire., In viow of thig and the exposed position now
occupied by "C" Coy, Lt-Col Corbould decided tu cancel its attack
and withdrew 1t t¢ the linc of the canal and dyke in (5521),






