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Thero tho Westminstors concluded tho dny's action. (W.D., Westmr
R. 30 Apr 45)

709. Early morning of I Iilay found "C" Coy C.B. Hil):hrs
moving slowly in thv cold and Not. It cloared area (452276) and
went on to its final objoctivo (455278). Boing firmly establish­
ed by 0109 hours, the company h"d ta:con 50 prisoners. ·(.W.D.,
C.B. Highrs, I May 45). As th~" ~ction complotcd Phaso II of the
attack on'Dolfzijl, Lt-Col Somcervilio ordered th~ beginning of
Phase III. IlD" Coy Sut out nccordiuE;ly, picking up flame-throwers
as it went through lIA" Coy. Tho .in.sps had to bu loft behind in
lie" Coy area t-IS the trac}: alenr; the :'op of tho dyke was impassable
to vohiclcD. After pro(' cdint' !1.bout 200 yards, the company mot
enomy resistencc in t~0 form o~ mortaring, shDllin6, and small
arms fire from tho viei ity of Delfzijl harbour. (Ibid). Artillorl
fir0 was called dJWD, thus ono.bliIlG ''nil Coy to got on <llld eventuallj
roach a point about 100 yards from its Obj0Ctivo. Onco again
onCl!1Y rosistculcC flared Hp, and in the onsuing fire fight the
Cape Bretollz bogc.n to rWl short of f\.1munition. ItC" Coy wan instr­
ucted to orgnnizQ ('. p--.rty -1;0 t::-:.ko $01.10 to "0 11 Coy, but this failed
to got through ani "DII Coy' 3 p05i tion rapidly bocano worse. The
C.O. then decidei tt..n.t the bost w~.y ';0 .::wsist was to procoed with
Phase IV, and so outfl~.nk tho orr,' posil;ion. Consequently, "BII
Coy w~s ordered ~orwnrd to s~izo the r~ilway station in Dalfzijl
(46.?27l). Mca...Tl\'ltilo, "en Coy had rc;>ortod anemy SIllllll erms and
mortnx fire OJnir.g fran (4.52274). Since this position was on
the proposed route of "B" Co~r the ini'orI:"'.!l.tion was passcd to it
with orders to c::'oc.r u'P tho op~)osi.1iion beforo advancing beyond
this point. IID" COY's situatiJn dctariorc.tod still further.,
Once aeain more anmunition was raquestbd and a second party was
ordered forward. In the moan timo 1"8 II COj--' S attack, supported by
a troop of 8 N.B.]. tank:J und liberal use of smoke, got underway.
Some trov1le was exporiencod ns it was now daylight. Ono tank
wa.s knockud out by ::m ti-tmlk tiro, b'lt thOSE) rem.o.ining were able
to desl;roy one of t.a0 r,unu. By 0720 hours "B" Coy wero on its
Objective, cloari:1g it up n.g!".i~lst 130I!""'; opposition. Tho smoke nOW
permitted II platoon from lie" Cu~r tu r::o.ch "1''' Coy 'with mmnunition
and its situatior. waz r stored. (Ibic, 11 Cdn Inf Bdc, Ops Log,
op cit, serial 2', I l:".j' 45; II Cdn--rr'J: Bdo Report on Ops, ~ cit).
liB" Coy Perth R. WaS f:h..lr~t :'u t:'lk. up Co. firm base position in
Uitwierde (4327) in or<.:.o· GO 1',)1.nso IlA" Coy C.B. Righrs 1'or
further moves. (ll Cdn inf Bdo Ops Log, on cit, serial 26, 1 May
~) =--

?l0. The final st~"l of C.H. r;ighrs c.ttaek on Dolfizjl
was rapidly concluded anu ~nw the whol~salo surrender of the
Germlln gc.rrison. At 0950 hours liB" Coy sot out on tho tnnks and
by goill8 flat out rvachod ito obj~ctivc, tho Railway Station
(463271). As soon us the tilllks entered to,vn, 'mite fla s appeared
and all organized rosistunco coasud. {ll Cdn Inf Bdo Ops Log,
(;p .cit, serial 27, 1 ~~:r 45). "B" COY's Commonder advised Lt-Col
SOnmerville that tho prt;sc:ilCv of an additional comp:::my in Delfzijl
would likely secure tbu cornplltc SUl'rvnuer uf th~ Garrison.
(W .D., C.B. Highrs, I I ·~5). .,eeor.lingly, the la tter ordered
"A" Coy to pc-ss through IIBlI Coy an.c. bvgin tho mopping up. It
reached the to\',n by 1120 hours and push~d forwurd to tho cc.nn.1,
shortly Qfte~/nrds getting ono platean over into tho southern
part of town. Somo slifJlt l'OfJist~nco vms mot, but by early after­
noon enemy action hnd coased. As snon as "B" Coy ontorud tte
st~.tion the pressure OU liD" Coy had been rolic..vod, LJld the latter
moved forward to taku tho gun aroa ;.n Ddfzijl harbour (463271).
It reportod anomy troops o.ttc~ptil~ a~ evacuation by son in small
boats and artillerj· fir,,) was brOUght dO\'m on thom, sinking SOI11e.
Tho scout PI was sent to Biosurn (4~27) and reported it elear.
(W.D., C.B. Highrs, 1 ~y 45). By 1600 hours tho oompany positions
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were renorted as follows: "A" Ooy (458270), "B" (457270), "0"
(455278) and "D" 00Y', (46)27 j) • Thi S oonoluded O.B. Highrs
fighti ng in the Second WorJ.d Vial', aE certain routine ~atrols, .
taking place at a lu1jor date, produced no enemy reactlon. (Ibld,
1 MaY' 45; 11 Odn Inf Bda Ops Log, £E oit, serial 45, 1 May 4~

711. During 1 May J.O.D. carried out various tasks which
included supportiug firo lor C.B. Hi~)rrst attack on Delfzijl and
some local patrolling. "Gil Sqn carri~d out the fire tasks, en­
gaging targeto at a faotory (4~2263~, railway embankment (454269),
and Delfzijl (456267). t 1230 hours "A" Sqn '''1e ordored to cheCK
the road and railway from ppi. r,edm to lJulfzijl. A patrol went
Qut and reported b:lck "'It 1~30 :10' S 'lith the 1nf'ormation that
there were t\'JO domoli tions and OOJl'1u .linos. A second patrol from
"A" Sqn proceeded to u ,'",otory l.t 1423256), finding it olear,
and on to houses (433252), whJru EO~ opposition w~s met. It
then returned wi th 24 prim n ...rs I cU!'loring two woundod. Further
partios went out biJtwolJn J.700 hours end Itl45 hours, chucked build­
ings in tho Appingodnm :'.r'-'~l .nd l'otlU'ncd with 0. few more prison­
ers and ccrpturcd enomy sm~ll arms. l;. group composed of dismount­
ed personnel from "A" Sqn nnd 'l troop of l.,anks from itA" Sqn
supplied a covcriI¥! for co for oapocr:i co nstructing a bridge at
(432259). Shelline h·.d boun sovore nnt"l 1200 hours, but tapered
off end was only oeop-sjon",l throughol,t tho night. (W.D., 9 Odn
Armd Regt, 1 L~y 45)

712. In Ir R.C. sector nothing of import~nco occurred
on 1 May. The battnlic'n rcm..... i.llu d \/ =- th it s forward c ompanios in
Hovoskos (4824) o\luiticG tho Johedul.d ~tt",ek on Weiword (472~),

which vms plnnnvd for 0001 hourc on 2 ~,~.y. Shelling co ntinued
throughout thv dny r.nd nell Coy sufi\.. rod :'. fow ca.sualties. (W.D. t

Ir R.O., 1 Lk~y -.5)

713. Westmr R. (I50t) oonollldod its l2.st cction of the
war on the 1 Ua.y, wi th no fi f h. tiI1i.... 8~vcre d1 oIling from both
light and heavy co.libru '::uns frolL the.. ::.roc. of tho RoidC3r Spit
continued until 0300 hOllrs, vihl;.:n .:.,11 gW1S booame silent. A
Russian ox-prison..::r wh0 .'1ndo ni:J w~ . from the GCrLlan gun posi t­
ions stnted th~t th~ m'ns TIvru to uv destroyed and the positions
OVc.cuc.ti..'d dur'ing d:lrkn,.fs. 'rhis VI::',,> )!'ov,Jd to be true whon a
patrol from "Gil Coy fOtU;d :thCl 1Jlaco dLserted at 1300 hours. Thus
ended thu VJl\.r for the V/cstminatOI'fJ, Thvy hnd ta.ken oval' 700
prisoners (I.nd much l,,;nomy .,;qnipmcnt fo!" tho total cost of four
killed and 15 woundud. (W,D., Wustnu' n., (Mot) jO Apr 45)

714. j~ter tho r~DLrtcd su~rvndor of tho Commander of
tho Dolfzijl cr~~ to Ir R.e:, G.B. Highrs wore ordered to cloar
tho eroa botwocn th0 Dnmntor riv~r 'nd the Earns c~nal as far as
tho north - oouth rond frum (~30245) to (433254). hS Gorman
conmunicl'.tions Vlore kno\,m tv t.. very "Door it was anticipatod toot
certain enomy positiona would ':lot h -"0 h:...3.I'd of the i1' cOIDJncndcrt s
surrenG.or. Therefuro "0 II O':Jy, thu (:lu!!.rin group, was givon
Wc.sp flcJno-throvlC.;rs f'.r..t: t .ill S 'ltl au": art. Llthough, it wes l'ound
impossible to ~ot tho:. vchic ].CD over th ... cc-nnl, this prl,,;co.ution
proved to be unnocer;s::l.ry, ~c..r no op I osition vms m.J t. 11£l0 oompany
rcturnod c..t 13.55 houro, l.... vif{:' cVIJt'.ctc..d II' R.C. and B.G.D.
(W.D., Ir R.O., 2 f!"Y' 1945)

715. B.O.D. ounioc1 uut fu .. thcr putrolling on 2 May
Without cncoun·cor:i..J1G "'.ny cnc~' ro:\ct,·cJll. 'rho C.B.H. wore contact­
ed during the :o.fturnoon '~nd tlJ, l'..;.ciJl1l;nt' s aoti ve 0 perntions
ondud. (W.D., 9 Cdn •.rlll(l R~.~;t, 2 .:"'1y l ..5)
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716. Ir R.C.'" attuck for <Jc.c 2 I.l~y 45 was pllllUlCd as
follows. "All Coy was tc pnDS th1':.mgh "Gil Coy to take tho west
ho.lf of Woiward ('~?24) J thun 110" Coy Wuuld follow on and take
tho cc-at h:tlf; aft.r thic '''.S CuTlD1,,;tod, I'D" Coy would movo up
along the dykc fr0n Okr_. ('02 f.) crul t:lko Fur!JlSum (4625); "B"
Coy was to be in r ,;s,~rv·... ..t 0001 tlliurS the a<1v 'co stnrted.
111. 11 Coy moved quickly bohinu 'ill [. -tillery bnrrngu ~nd entered the
town at OO~·..5 hours, t;.l~j.1"'.g th0 Oloray by surprise. Boforo tho
Gormc.ns could rucovor ill..~1 h:lll l'il''''C t~lOir w......y through a.nd seized
the bridges on thv w.... s't int::tCt. "e" coy follo\'lod as planned,
and the two compc.nL.,s jJrccucHL,d tv <;)_,.:r"~' the town. Opposition
was fairly stiff J but b~r O~00 hours th~ job was finished and many
prisoners hac! surrulldorc'l. IIDI' Coy J mcr.nVvhiIe, h:ld been advanc­
ing along tho dyku, but was h.Jld np b,}' u l.ainefiold north of
Heveskos losing four 1dIled. Tho Co~~dil~ Officer thereforo
altered his plan nnd camni tted his rl,.;sorvo through \'leiweI'd direct­
ed on Fa.rJ"lSW1. f"t 0500 hours liB" Coy struck through IIA lI Coy,
supported by tcnks. A firo 1l~ht onsued, cn~ at first it looked
as if the enemy intended to continuo rasistnnc o. A sudden collapsE
put Ull end to th0se intentiono r~'1('~ thv Gvl'J!laI1 cor.lI!landcr asked for
surrender terms. Thu II' R.C. dia.rist wroto:

at 0640 hI'S tho GeID.E'.:l c CI'lI:l:u:& or sent an Officer to
"B" Coy HQs undor a fing of truce with 0. request for
tarms of surrendor. He was told. tho only terms wero
WlOOllGitionnl ~rr0ncl...:,r of the.; whole Gormo.n Garrison
in the aroa. Ho a(lreed nne. ,t 0700 hrs the COI.fI~'.ND:iNG

OFFICER L~. COL. L.H.C. P~YNE recoived the surrondor of
tho GE!tl!lJ'1 C•.RRISOlf from ttv GERM:.N CO ll!ilIDER. COL.
W;.r.TERS at GERl"".N HE;Jl:jUI.RiSRS, Fi.RllSUlI (l1R. 413257
Sheot 2607 1/25,000).

The enemy prisonor count c.:lOuntud to 1,386, .....nd r. good donI of
onany equipnollt of ~l d.nc.s w~s .<; lk..m. The c.tt:-.ck cost tho
Irish fivo kil10~ ~~d 16 wulli~dod, indic~ting its deternin~tion and
skill. The Socond. \farld Wn.:.r: V'::'.S now ovor for thu II' R. C. (W.D. ,
Ir R.C., 2 May 1945)

717. The GorUf\n. currelldu~ ~n Delfzijl markad the end of
fighting for 5 Cdn i~nt Div. Th~ vo~iod 0700 hours 2 May to tho
end of tho war, W1.S Gpcnt in rog 'ony':"ng end unevontful guard
dutios along thlJ northorn CO:l.st ;,)1' Holl'J.nd. It will be soon fro!!!
the for0f~oing account thrt the ba";tlu f~ Dolfzijl was really a
brigade operntion, with nssistr'.llCC n.nd g0ncrnl direction frou
Division~l Headquarters. (5 Cd~ Arn, Div Ops Log, ££ eit, 2 May -
5 May 45) ---

"OPERI.TIONS OF 1 CDN COHPS 19-27 \PH 45

in Western718.
Holland

Meanwhile the operntions by I Cdn Corps
had been concluuod in dr~~tic style.

While th0 successful thrust ut' .5 Cun .Arm Di v had
prqctianlly dcstroyod th: oneuy forces Ei"ST of thl3
Grabbe lino thero was stil_ consid~rablc territory to
be IIwnlicad over t1 bLoforoJ it would b 0 safe to propare
an o.asuult on t:1l;,. Doc,-'nd lino uf def. Moroovor the

" Referoneo nnpe: G.S.Cc.S. 25·n, Holland 1:100,000 Sheot 2 _
UtrlJcht: 'lieo ;~P'Px IlJu.
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higher eOild ha 1 c,vcided that 5 Cdn ;.I'md Di v should be
withdrawn fran UllQ. 01' co Jd 1 Cdn Corp S Elnd us ad by 2
Cdn Corps. It was therefore docided not to assault
the GREBBE LINE i~vdi~tcly. 49 (WR) Inf Div exel
49 Reece woro to "_can up the NORTH bk of the NEDER
RIJN for n linitol di~tancc.

(Outline of Ops 1 Cdn Corps
in clearing Western Holland,
··F 19·.5, £l.'. cit)

49 (VI.R.) Inf Div had nlrcad.v oc,upiud Ede, BcnnekoJ:l (5880) and
Wageningcn (5776) -.,ith 1'~7 ::Ule. 56 lui 3d"s and by 21 Apr had
strong conpo.ny positions bas...:n "_'.11 11101'.(1' the line Barnoveld ­
Luntoron - EdD - Vagonin on. Pntrol~ ~Qre pushed out to tho
water dofoncos of t~ GrGbbc line without any substantial contcct
and, beyond occasion;:,! c Inshl,..d wi th GerunD. patrols, no furthor
activity occured in this soctor. (Ibid)

719. However, thcru still rcncincd a large area bounded
by tho Ij sel River, tho Ijs3clnuvr, und the line Devouter ­
Hardorwijk, whoro thG Alli68 hud not penotrated, Thorofore, on
the morning of 19 Apr, 49 (Brit) Rocee Regt was positioned to
the north of 11.pold00rn togot.lcr wi th tnnks of 11 Odn f..rnd Rogt,
a oompany of l/~ K.O.Y.L.I., and sono solf-propelled artillery,
with orders to 0100.1' up :lny 0llony fOlmd north of Apeldoorn. L~:

1 Cdn borps/c/H Dockot I: 1 Cdn Corps Ops Log 18 Apr 45. serial
26). l.t tho sano tin: 1 Ccln Inf Bc.o, supportod by tlJe light
tanks of 12 Cdll Jill.:.d Rcgt was dir,Jctcd to swoep th\:.. \'Iooded aroas
(5809) to its front. Inlilo theso actions progressed the troops
of 2 CdnL.J''';Rogt who h"a b (Jen hulding the right flank enlisted
tho aid 01' SOllO two hun :rcd uteh U'1tionals and cloared tho
donsly wooded l~.nd nor:;h-west of fJ'lhcn, sueces fully reaching
Epo (8118), Hunspeot (672-.) ,:d 1I·.r(vrwijk. (Ibid, also W.DB.-,
H.Q.. 1 Cdn Inf Bdo, 11 ml<' 1;. Cdll •..J.1 d Rogts, 21Jirn L.J.. J.. Rogt,
19-21 f,pr '.5)

720. By this tine th0 >9 Ruceo Rogt Group had swopt on
between the v/oads nne. till I~sGol ?ivor to cleor Kar.lJ.,len (7742) at
tho rtouth of th<.. riv ..... l' ..... ne. l.ht,;fi S 'tn.,. south to occupy tho villages
of Elburg, Nunspeet (6721) cnl HJ.or-wn (5919)

llLlO.zinr;ly little appann ro:!:ninud and th e eivs conf'il'oed
tho roport of tho ~L;n vv~·wu... tion of tho clts who had
retired f 1'0...1 H ..eELD'JOillS. ~!h.,j GERMf.NS who were encount­
ered offcru~ littlv rosist'1nco and over 1,000 PW woro
acquirod during th~ Qny, J Cdn In! Bde also ccrried
out their part of tto probrm~~ ond retired into div
res.

(Outline of Oper~tions, 1 C<ln
Corps in tho clearing of Woat­
(;rn Holland, ~"pril 194.5,
()p cit).

721. Meanwhil0 on the left Uaj-Gen H.W. Fostor!s
brigades conpletcu the roli~f of .5 Cdn ~~Dd Div and faced wost,
with 3 Cdn Int Bdo on tllO right GllO. 2 Cdn In!' Bdo en the 1uft.
Tho Hest Novas Who took over nt Pntton c vntinucu to press on down
tho nnin coastal roati wi th f lmki J.g olcrlvnts along the shores a:=:­
tho IjsselneGr. (~)

By the wrning of the 21st thoy "ero f1rruy est in the
woo~ed aron in squ~ u 4N 06 on the 3astern edge of the
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floodCQ section ~nL worv sanding out ,atrols of car~­

riers ~nd inf to circ10 tto inund~tions anu approach
th .... outer def's ,n' t!.~ G!1.:J3PE. LIIE. On their left CJ'aRLT
& YORK R occupie,," IIIJlc..:lU: V/hilD R 220 R had fV/d coys in
DRIEDOIlP Z,.804. Doth t, ,,, lattor units llo.intc.ined vig­
orous pe-trois fwd "'.llc. (lunt,~ct(;U enony outposts just in
front of tl'~ w~tcr b-,rr-.or :::,...3T of :.HERSFOORT E,897.
2 Cdn Inf B'lo h~d L. DDll:l H RIGH~' and PPCLI LEFT wi th
SEl.FORTH uf C in l'(,:f:. .L J.;;DMN "r/Oro llstridc the nuin
hi~lwny arounG rd jet E50979 / , th~ PreLl were cono
around tho \SST ... f b..'.Rl13v....LD.

(Ibid)

Both bc.ttnlions ll?intc.i!lou. ='-Cgr.:;ssi VI", patrols to doninato tho
opon ~ound bctwc(;!l thoir forw.::.rd areas c.nd tlk:. Grebbe Lino. (Ibidj
c.lso W.D'!> , H.Q,. 2 Cdn Inf Bdo, L. Edlln R., P.P.C.L.I., 20-21­
Apr ~.5)

THE IJ..sT I.DV.. JlCE TO = GREBBE LINE, 21-27 I.PH 45

WEST NSR sont n p~trol around the oouthern edges of tho
floodod crc~ which ox~en~cC ~bout 2,000 yds fron th
ZUIDEU ZBE bot~~oa Eas~ings 40 ~nd 43. The patrol
reo.ehod SP.J(ENBURG Z,909 during lila night 21 l.pr. A
Coy posn w~s cst thor0 text any but this was finally
turned over tv Dutch Rot .o.s";:::..nco units \\hilo the rest of
tho bn rcur.incd C0nc n'" In(, WULLENHOVEN Z-r705 till
they o.dv to rJliove th') C.JtLT &; YORK R on 26 i.pr.

(O'ltlinu operations of 1 Cdn
CoJrps in tho clo:::.ri.ng of
Wo 3tcrn Holl~d, ..l·~pri 1 1945,
~ ci...!)

722.
. Foulkes' Ilen

Grebbe line.

Throughout this lest we~k of operations, Lt~en

kept on pushing po.trols further forViard towards tho

The latter unit rnt.o e. :3~ri ... s of' sp,;,cto.0ulc.r p:!.trols in cnrriers
to swoop over th0 gI'OlUl( bvtwcon -';):l€> inunJ.r.n;ioIls , d l.merstoort. 1he
battnlion followed up tbvsO :)f~tr·v~.:3 '... nd by tho Iloming of 25 i~pr

had three of its forwarl':. co,_lpmi.l,i 011 thu 38 ec.sting froD north­
ing 04 te northiIXI 01, uccupyint; ·leI (800) vii th too fourth
conpo.ny. (Ibidj ..lso VI.D., C-,rlt ~nd Y.:'-, 2,-25 :.pr 45)

72,. R. 220 n. unde 0. !l,vo.llol Ctdvnnco on tho left und
finc.lly estc.blishod cOllpc.nios betwoen H= "800) and thc ruilwo.y
junction (40,996) to thv suuth. ..5 fJr' Brigadier /.I.P. Bogertfs
forill'. ti on:

2 Cdn Inf £<'10 ndv fro:l tllL.'\.r cone nr0U around. B':!.rncveld
with L EDlnl R i1IGaT, PFCLI CENTRE, SE/.FOR~i of C LEFT.
Theil' fwd p0sns \'H..r;.; as fellows: L 3D~m n froD HOEVE­
Li.KEN E 4,99 to tho woods In square 4,97, PFCLI HQ, in
,CHTInVELD E/.695 "nC. twd cuy.s astride the highwa.y at

* rtef€:lrenco napa as fur para 727; nloo l~ppx IlJlI.
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Eastings 455, SEi~OR~i of C astride the 46 Easting frOll
Northings 94 to the cU. v bdy.

(Outlino oporations of 1 Cdn
Corps in cloaring of Western
Holland, l1pril 1945, 2.P.!?1:!)

724. 49 (W.i{.) Inf Div ,"Isa nade linited advances,
pnrticulo.rly on its right, where the. bcttto..lions of lLq Int Bdo
had edged forward to wi thin two Hila::; of tho line Scherponzocl
(4589) - Ronswoude (4988) - De Klolll' (5285)

On tho lEFT l/'~ !\OYLI rolieved S. W. B. during the night
23/2t. ;,pr "nG ,,(\v to ponns about 1,000 yds short of
GELDEHSCH VEENI:~m;".;..L E5083. Tho rerloindcr of 56 In!
Bdo r0l1mn0d in BENl'lEKOH and \iilGENINGEN.

(Ibid)

Lt-Gcn Foulkes front had thus bucn brought up to e line fron
Spakonburg on the Ijssolnoor to Wagcningen on tho Nodor - Rijn.
These posi tiona rcnninod tho SOL10 during the process of negotiat­
ions which resulted in thu foodine of th~ Dutch and tho finel
surrender of the Geru~s in 25 l~ny Group. (Ibid)

l'i
THE MAAB 1,IVl'.Ja LIlli, 22 ·Apr - 4 MAY 45

725. Much further te tho wost along tho soggy dykos
lining t~ V!O.us niver towards tho S0'J., HclClc1quarters Netherlands
District ~ (under General Crerar's co ru:.:tnd) kept cons taut watch
for the Arny Con'1:lndor hGU r ccoi vod. pursistont reports tll6,t the
cneDy was vacating the BOLQelerwa~rd, tho Land van Altona, and
tho Biesbosch. Patrols which Cl"LGscd tho river during the night
22/23 Apr ha<l confirllcd this. (Firn'" Cdn t,]:uy Liaisun Officers
Reports QP_ cit, April 1945, d'lt-Uti 2314445B). In COr.:lIJ.l1nting on
thi s dcvOIopnont Gor:.crul crcr'tr fltQ tvQ:

I consider it to oc desir:blo, therefore, that OU!'

for cos shoulc1 patrul agl~rLssivoly up to tho 1 ine of tho
Waul, 'lIl c.. in ordor L1/.: t thin should be dOD e as part of
a co-orclinC'.tl)('~ pl'ln 01' oporG.tions against t.lJ.e eneny
north of that river, Hoadquarters Nethorlands District,
con...:: undor oy co ...·uJ.n.nd. I-..t ~idnil:-;ht on 23 Apr. The enaI:lY'~

ability to osto.bli:::h hiu801f tunporarily on tho Grabbo
lino, however, ancoura.:;ou hit! to retnin his hold on tho
Bornolerwnnrd :":ond tho linu 01' the Macs, and the position:
established by th(; noy:...1 N(;therlo.nds Brigade at Hedel

:n: neforenco na.ps: G.3.G.5. 2.5l~1, Holland, 1:100,000 Sheet .5--­
fsHcrtogonbosch, Shotlt 4~·- Rotterdram..

** The story of thQ activitius of H.~. Netherlands District and
of tho nnny units which cane under its cODlw.nd 11C.y be found
in the following docU!J.unts:

(a) First Cdn 1I:rrTy Ops Log, ~ cit l,pril - 15ny 1945.

(b) :I!'irst Cdn .I~rDY Liaison Ofi'ieors noportlJ, £E. cit, b.pril -
Hay 1945. -

These c.ctivitio:J wore cunf'ine:L. L.:.l:tly to pc.trolJine nnn.
observation.
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were attacked by ol~nonts of tho 361st Infantry Div­
ision. The onony was rcpulsc.d, but as it vms not ny
intention to beool.'lv involvod with only linited res­
ources in tht. unf",vour:lblc torrc.in bctvlOen the rivers,
the l{othorll"'.llds troops J o.nd thOSG of ~h.; 116th Royal
Marine Brif":ldc v41io11 h::/l. t".kcn posscssL:m of ..J.on
IsIClld, WOrE;; -,Ii "hrlr:..\\n..

(Gunor~l Crerar's De3p~tch,

"p oit, para 37)-0- _._

ManJ' troops othc":.' th~ t:J.USO of Il( 1:-..1' cae, R. M., alld Royal
Netherlands Bac, sp,:;nt ].on[; 1l0UrL .1 ;J~·tching over this flo..nk;
these includ<1d !'lon of .:'I,. Cdo Bdo, ,;, .I.:LT!l. Bdu Gop, 1 H.C':~'J 1 Belg
Fus Bn., 1i3 Dutch Lt 1111' Bn, ~vvvrn.l Dutch In openuent Infantry
conpanies, .and 62 lu Tl-:: r..O[~t 1;.C.:.. 8upport was provided by
o1enents of 90 Fd Ilegt (S.P.), 7 i.:ad Rc~t. 112 H.".;.• ilegt (all
of the Hoy:::.l ~·:.J:'tillory) nnd n Dutch 2.5-p01lUGOr batterjr. (First
Cdn A.rny Liaison officers rbport, ~ cit, G. Ops H.Q.. Netherlands
District, pril 19~~.5) a.-tE:d 061(~30~ ~o Tr::lCo lIpll att!lchad,
situation Tre.eo "s of 1.5, ulno rc.~ort d:.lted 081200B)

"TIlUCE IN TIlE 1.'EST"~ial IC=RL:.NDS. 28 l,pr 45

726. Actually, frOil 27 l_pr 011, !Joyand thv qctivity of patrols
no further off(;;nsivL: action vms t,oc.;n osninst the cnc::lY in tho
western Nothcrl!l..!.lQo. Evcryw~u:ru olDo tho Gerrnn :c:ilitary position
v/Us collapsing end til£: will ofthv garrison of lI~'ortress Holland"
to hold out in so isolnted ahO. hepoloG:J n 81 tuution uepended
only on the preco.riou~ existence of' t:1O central authority of tho
i1Edch. rl'hat the loctl CO:il.\ ....J1G W",3 willinc; to c.ccopt the in-
evi t::l.ble when the tiLD COI:.l.O, !1t..l0.ll\I~liJ.u pr6Gorving [t posturo uf
dofencc, was nade blown to ~llioQ IntelliGence through th~ agency
of tho Dutch Forces of tho I:.ltcrior. i~ ri,)prl,;sent~tiv.;) of t:1I;~

Dutch Cotmlc..nder, infiltr~tod into 0nc..~r tt,;rritory, hJ.d succoodod
in entering into conl'~r~nco with Hitlorle rJprcscnt~tivu, tho
Reiohskonissur, Dr Seyos-Inquart, With the ohjeot of finding
SuLlC brtsis of ["-d:rocrlC:nt betwQv:.l. tn.. ',JCID'll1 forces E:.U'..I. the 1..11ios.
(YI.Ds., Chief of stuff unc G.FJ.:'.llo, 3.:',. First Cdn "my, May 1945:
l..ppx 5, serial 1, SFo/;.j.6, 16 ~'..pr tr 5, ~:e~..:.or·:mdu:J. on Negotiations
bet~leC!l. Dutch b'orces of ..:.he Into!"il,.:r ....nd Scyss-Inquart in ll.E1sterde.I:l:

727. The Dutch Govcrnnont h.:I.d long beon Dost anxiously
concerned about the fr:.to of thJ inh;:bit:_llts Ol~ the western
prOVinces. Thero two-fifths 01 C popul~tio!l of over 9,000,000,
lClrgely conccntr~tcd in t!: ... gro~t cities f.."f .nst\)rden, rtottcrdc.m,
end Tho Hague, still l-:y undor Gorl... :,n do:::lina.tion. These people
were norn::llly supplioG. wi th foot .l.ron til.... surpluses of the 0CSt­
er!l p~ts of tho country froi. "J111c 1. tl~ey were noy; cut of. The
goneral strike on the Dutch r,.il\'I:'.ys bvginning in Septll:.1ber 1944,
the rcsult ....nt refusa.l by the Gern'"Jl8 to 1.10Ve 3uppli.:.s thensclvQs)
the subsoquent flooding of sou~ 500)000 to 800,000 acr~s of ~r~blo
land, together wi th the ~'lohrf'..:~chtI sown inroc.ds upon existing
resources had produced a :-;i€u-::.tio.. .:. of :'.cuto shortage. JiS early
as the. begi!lning of oct ,.,~ nit '''1a6 0vider,t to SH.·~ th3.t thu food
relief proble in 'rllJ~;tcrn liol1.'-.nd wvull1 00 the raost critiCf\l one
yot faced in North-Westorn Eurupe". (Ibid)

?i :leforollee I::IapS c.s for p::trc. 727.
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728. In these l~apny circumstances, politioal, mil-
itary and humane considerations were all involved. The urgency
of rescue or sustenance, objects lJf continuous effort on the part
of the Dutch oabinet and t he Queen, lEd been drawn to tho per­
sonal attention of the headS of the governments of.' Great Britain
and the United states and reforr...:d also to the SuprE-;me ·CoI:D:i1ander.
(p.EF: 45/SHAEF/0/F Doek"t II, (Iliot Sec File 205s1-043(1))
(Relief for tho Netherlands - " UonoGraph prepared by H1S; Sec.
G-5 Division, sliPJ&: 60 Histories, 1~nographs and Sketches,
SHAEF/G-5/INFO/4800, Jun 45, .1ag8 1 at passim). Before the ond
of October 1944 General EJ.senl101;'Jer, non till groWlds of humanityll,
had alroady acceptvd prcpasals to &~D.llt safe-conduct for throo
neutral vessels boarin~ :3Upplles to wntur Dutch watvrs, a plan
in which the Gorm~s concu1Tud. Tho arrival of the ships was
delayed, the rolicf inud..:.:quato, and by tho end of March 194.5
conditions in tnc heavily-populntGd ureaS north of tht.'t ri vel'S had
still further dotarioratod •

•••Adults had roc~ived no milk since January; children
under thrue tlnd nursing illotht,;~s no more than thrc,e­
quarters of a litre per weck. No fats, no sugar, no
vegatables wore to bo had. Complete lack of conl had
almost entiruly stopped th~ production of gus,
electricity and stoam. \iithout gas, no cooking or heat
wus possible. Without eloctricity, tho sewago system
had brokon down and so..nicu.ry conditions wore criticnl.
Deaths from tuberculosis, dtpthoria, di~rrhoou and
enteritis had triplud.

(Ibid, p. 39)

729. As hc.s buon sc....:n, it ind not proved possible to
attompt to reliovo the Dutch of tueir privations by further
offensive operntions. .:~ cab10 s~;nt :..'rom SHAEF on 27 Mar to the
CO!!lbined Chiefs of Staff infonn0d them th~t "S0 long as the enemy
continues cohesive resiat.:.nco iil 1,{0s+;ern Holland it is militarily
inadvisable to wn ert:lkc op,.;ra.tions ,lust of utrcJcht II (ibid).
The fact VlQS uuphasized tlwt :;ucll :111 ,)p~ ....~::ltion ','/Quld nO£"""On1y
interfere with th~ r~jor ::llilud vtfort ngninDt the enemy in
Germany, but "lould in itoclt cnuao gr.j:~t sufferi:lg to th... civil
popula.tion (ibid). Tho Dutch COVOTIlLIG!lt wa.s thus ~'orc€ld to turn
to the nltern.:ltivQ of sondinL ill sup1)lies, if n...cos3ary by drop­
ping t.hem from. the nil', \"Jhilc th onc.my sti 11 rom<::.ined in occupa..
tion. It vms to thi3 ond. :th:: t tile Reichskomiss::.r wns npproi:.ched
through the (l.gency of tr.t: l!'oroua of t'10 Intorior.

730. Buforo t ..lC convorsi:'.tions b vga.n, tho Dutch emissary
mnde it cIonI' that they would not in cny way prejudico tho prin­
ciple of unconditional surrender. Soyss-Inquart replicd with
ccndol~. Ho s~id that ho und been ordered to hold out under all
circumstances, and, if necossary, to ca.use such d0molitions and
inund:ltions as would bring uttt.-r di::mstcr to the western provinces
and p:,obe.bly rendor -r;hcw for y(;OXS uninhabitable. He suggestod
that if the Allies wort.: to brillb ~cir o.dvo.ncc to a stop short of
tho Grebbe Line, it would be wmocess~ry for him. to lmvc such
harsh recourse, whilo at tho same tilIk3 he would save fc.co with
Berlin. He intimctcd further his wil~ingness to relax tho stern
mOQ.Stcres hitherto onforced ng~nst thu civilain popUlation, and
to render filly £lssist.:onco ~l..:..cdod for opening tho port of Rottcrde.m.
in oruel' to afford entry to bC\rgcfl bringing in supplies of food
and coal. It was ndmittud th~t th0 food available in thu occupiod
territory could barely L.!.ct th:ccv wo, kS. uln tht:: oyos of tho
GermC'Jl Government, howovur, t.hi3 v.Quld not btl an excuso to surren­
der or to wi thd:raw tilL,: order 1·01' til;..; demolitions erti inundations



- 286 -

as laid dO\'ffi by this government lt • Nevertheless, both parties to
these negotiations felt that SO a~raomcnt COUld, ~~d indoed
must, be reached in order to avoid widosproad starvation and
disc-aso. (W.Ds., Chief of Staff Elnd "Gil Plnns, H.Q.. First Cdn
Army, May 1945; as above).

731. Being apprisod of 30 sz-Inquartfs recaption of
those propose-Is, th", Dutch Prim...:. HinL::tor, Dr. Gcrbra.ndy, then
on the Continc;nt, rotu n .....d t'J 3n~1::tnd to confer +ilith his c"\binot,
c.nd thcro:-.ftor tho :. t Gc..:r IlmlC hJ...<on up :It th \.. high0St gov.:lrn­
mental lovcls in San Frf'...l.lci:;co ll , a~t1lough it VJ'1S recognized
th'1t the im!ncdi.,tc G.ccision 1:.y wi th SHllEF. Hore a/pin hWllillli t­
urian considc.rntiono pr",:vQ.:Llod, . tC: on 23 Apr GCllc..ro.l Eisenhower
cabled tho ~ollowing mvsc:.go to ~!C Combined Chiefs of St~ff end
the BritIsh Chiefs of Sk.ff:

••• Tho si tuC\tion i:J so t ':'..~ th". t some. thing mus t b () done
to arrange for th~ intr0duction of food into Hollmld
by fr~~ dropping r.n~ by 0very other possible mC~~5

even though the b,,:;st we c:-n do may boa 5l":l~11 contrib­
ution in comparison wi th t:l"';' widcspr0"1.d ostitution
which now Qxists.

(Relief for the Nethorlands,
sH1,E~' loeograph, ~ "it, p. 4C

Tho Supremo Commandor proposod to s .... nd n "vary strongly 'Worded
messago" to Col-Gcnora.l Blnskcwi vZ orduring him, undor thr"';'1.t of
troC'.ting him C'.I1e. .:..3,ch !'cspOlwiblL; illC,;mb .... r of ...de comm.:lnd nS viola­
tors of tho laws of wnr, to CG S0 opening the dykes ~n~ to be
re'_~dy to assist in dist-ributing the food to tht< sturving people
for whose Vlclfc.re he wna holt!. to bu ml:J\'/crable. (Ibid)

732. In order to inplolOcnt tho plan to G.rop food from
tho air, SHAEF roquestJu Bombc~ Uo~.lln nnd tho £i hth U.S. Air
Force to have 200 nircrr.ft ru~uy. On th... arono day (23 .~pr)

Briga.uior c.c. I!~, Gonaral Crer~rts Ohiof of Staff, cUllferred
with tho Doputy Dir~ctor uf llllit~ry Government end senior stuff
officers to determine tlh..: ap r ...::im:".te t..:>nnngJ..; which the First
Cdn Army coul<.~ begin tu mo 0 ~t , hm't notico by ror:d ant~ rail into
occupicll territory. 'l1hu C"':.i..lndi'\:l0 W ~r.., also cc.lluu upon to mnke
arr.:tngOlJlOnts fur a coni' .... rvnco tv bo :l.... lt \'/i th tl:h.. onGmy l.n 28 Apr.
On that cay ~ truc~ cama into ....ff ....ct, Lt-Gcn Foulkosf tro0ps be­
ing ordoreu not to fir!..: on tIl.:. o~10.::1Y unloss the y worv nttacl~l,)u.

Tho moeting, h(;lu in tho school ~lOUSO at l ..chturvvld, n village
just wi thin tho Ca.ll:"'.J.i::m lint..;n nne. '1bou t 1"i VC i:dlt;s from. f.lJcrs­
foart, was attcn":od on buhnlf of the f~lliv'n by r;J-prol:hmtativos
from Sffi\EF, the Ncthvrlands ~uth0ritiuG (Princo Bernhard nn~ his
Chief of StUff), 21~. Group, First cen ~r~YJ Nuthorlnnds Dis­
trict, and the U.S.S.R. (v/~tclrine the intor"'::E.its of tho Soviut
G<>vorIll:mnt). Prolioinc.ry talks \'lith c..olc '1.tcs of thIJ RlJichs­
konissc.r wero conclu,loc:! satisf~ctol·ily 'Uld it W:'.S arrongutl fOl' 0.
further c..iscussion tu t('J{u pl....cc t\iO l!.:lyS 1." tcr. (U....morc.n<1:lI:!. of
Negotiatlons With Gt;rr.lIlll i..uthoriticLi in 1iQstern Bollana op cit,
W.Ds., C.S., H.Q. 1 Cdn corps rn~ H.Q. 1 CQn In! Div, 28 Apr 45)

733. Tho delivery uf S11i)!'lics by air was to havo taken
pluco for th....: fir st tiLO Oll 28 :,:pr, but 'Jwing to baJ woather had
to bo postponod until tllJ f(;llowill; Jay. On thnt occasion, 239
aircraft took part a.nc1 .510 1 ,n.~ tvns, cunprising 5.50,000 rations,
wore cropp~d into tho western provin~~s. Thcrwnft~r, th~ upera­
tion W['.5 to c0nti nue VlJry Q1'fuctively" until tll u Gemnns cnpi tula ted.
(Relicf for the Nethcrla It":.S, SffiL..£ l.~unugraph, ~ ci t, p. 41)
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7,4. The second conforonce mot in .~htcrveld on 30 ~prf

the Allied dolog~tion boinr, lod by Lt-Go W. Bedoll-8nith, Ohicf
of Staff to Gencr~l Eisunhowor. Dr. Scyss-Inquart brought a
group of exports col~osod of hich-r~nkinG officers of the ttu·co
services :".nd the Dutch Diroct~l' GUl1;Jr";l of Food. In a state of
high cxcitonont f tho viII gel" G~thvr:;(l in the str()ot to \vn.tch
portentous co~ings end go:" s ~ cO".vin,;",J that they hold n pramss
of 1'01130.50 froLl ~ang01', !:.Ull~(;l' anu 0PPI'...iosion. (Fir03t Cdn J':rro.y
Int011igonco SwntlC'.ry r)p oit, No. 308, .t..pr/x liD II: Food for th 0

Dutch, 4 !lay 45; also 'li'Sl'Scc fEo 22901 (12) Op "Faust" The
Feoding of tIlu Dutch)

735. Whon l'.;3I' )0L.101~t h~L b00U r...Jc'ch...:d. on tIlu gonernl
urr~ngoLlOnts for ttJ<i:.l~ the l'I)OC.. in, th\:; uuaf<JI'oncG diviG.cd into
sub-co!1mi tteos which dj.cpvrs0: to t:lt.; classrooDs to consider
the details. It foll to tho lut of Lt-Gon Foulkos to discuss
Vii th Lt-Gen Plocher, cOi1:!.:!.ntlcr 0f 6 P ....l':!. Div, too oonc.iti ons
undur which tho convoyn anrryinG 100L night pass freely through
the lines. Their canv.....rs:l.tion 11~.'.U no progress, how over , siLco
Plocher's cormond covoruC. only a nc.rt 0f tho front, nor hc.d. he
been onpoworoG. to ontcr intu p.ny ugr<JonlJnt on beh'.1f of Col~t)n

B1a.skowi tz, the i'J:ny CO!:L:c.nuer. Ultj l;.:"'.t 0 1y, t!.r.other .i. "eeting \olEl.S

arrongec. for tho next day, on tl"' UI.... orBtnndillg th",t -::ol-Gen
B1asY.:ewitz would. either be present hiu;;0lf or \'AJuld c ...ad en
officer with full e.uthority to nct 0!l his behalf. In the r:.oo.n­
tina, the truce ·"e.s to co ,1ti~~ue. Th,~ lTo..val and Airforco deluge.toB
vdth Seyss-Inquart wore f0rtUll~t~1 1 are ~cfinito in nogeti~tion,

~:~l(: in full conforc..l1cc tho. Vlork tlf the sub-coIJ.l'uttees was co­
ordinated without furth"r diffic'llty. (Ibid)

736. It was .:\~:r(';od to open th....: rO('.d frl)I'l Hngoningen to
a du..":lp behind tho 0110!.ly t C lin...s l".t :~r1C!1Cn on thu Nedor Rijn frO!i
0700 hours on 2 May•..t tlL\t ti'> rr.:l. 1 Cdn Corps woulJ:l bccouo
ros:ponsiblo for sunCing i.n 1)000 ton" of food n dey fron nil
adva.nced stvo!c pil... {'.lrL·~G.y set u; ~ Luc. The \·lor:~ L~ Cistrib­
ution was to bu tm~ort~kon by th~ Duten civil authorities, when,
tho 1..11ios were to provide vd. th 200 lorries Cilld the necessary
petrol for tho purposo of cnsurinl"" 0:::. .. rapid:'. disp3ranl 0.8

possible tt..roughout too cOlUltry. (W.Ds., C. of S. and nGu Plans,
Q£ cit, ~ay 1945: ~ppx 5, serial 8, Netes t~on by Chief of Staff,
F1r~Cdn ~.;rI!JY, at the Second rfo<.:;tinC of ~ ..1liL:d Rvprescr..tutivos
wi th Gern:m Re'presoli.t ..~tivcs in R....e ..rr' tc til", Feeding of the Dutch
in Western HollanJ., .~onde.j" 30 ...pr 45) pQXas 2.5-28; VI.D., S. & Jr.
Branch) ROllr H.:. 1 Cun Corpo, 1-2 ~.:r~y 45)

737. Jet tho subsoquent nuotinc; on 1 May Lt-Gcn Foulkos
and Lt~on Reichelt, Chivf of Stuff to Col-Gcn B1uskowitz, ~greod

upon a corrider to be ost:\b lishaJ botwcun the opposing forces
fran the r~ilwny linu thr~U~l ~rnhon "JO Utrecht south to tho
WQ~l at Ochtcn. Pending a furtucr cu~unicetion fron tho GOr~n

C.-in-C., Lt-Gcn Foulkes unuurt0Qk to c, ry out no offensive
operrrtions along th0 who1~ of thv front betwoon tho IjssclDo0r end
Wo.lchoron. (\l.Ds., C. of S. ~li1d. IICr" Plans, £J2. cit, May 1945:
~ppx 5) serial 9, Moct1P~~ between Lt-r~onorcl C. M'oulkos, Cond
1 C~n Corps, and Lt unorQl Reichelt, Chief of Staff to Col-Gen­
oral Blaskowitz, 1 !loy .+5)
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OPERJ.'noNS OF SECOND BRITISH i.RLlY, 20 f.PR - 4 W.Y 45

738. While Canadian operations leading to the truce in
western Holland and resultin( in such vaut suocosses west of the
VieBer River had been in pro~:rI;)S;;3, Lt··.r,.'.ll DomlJSoyls second British
Army had f'lung the enumy out of anu pmdtion after another with
amazing rapidity and littl. 1080 to itself. On 19 Apr Second
Brit Army had 8 Corps on tho _'j ..ht. In this sector 11 Arl.'ld Div
was fast a?'.JroficL,ing tho.: Ell;u ?i \'01' froI!1. the north-west of
Uolzon (W90B9), While to t"e ncr~h-u:.wt 6 Airborn" Div fu1fillod
its task of flank Pl'Or...:..ction ....lm l'l:"m· cO!ltact ulont:; th~ Army
group b oundcry. In addi tion, l~t-Gon ::larkor (conunandilltl 8 Corps)
had 5 Brit In1' Div 2nd 15 (S.) LJJ- Div !·uo.dy to close up to tho
Elba RiVOl' botvlCon Bl.Jckc.dc and I'a.rcl1~u 'lna. to fill the gap
botvlOon 11 Armd end 6 .'lirborn ..... Divs. (Soe r;loxn 327 to this report
and notes on tht.: opcr:.tionn of 21 AJ.:my Group, ~ cit, para 204)

739. In the centro 12 n-'i t Corps (co.l!1Jllalluod by Lt-G0n
N. Ritchie) had Gdn 'md Div in V.ssolhovedc, in trosteut, :lna
ClOBiDG on zovon (0323); 53 (w.) nt J1, having tcl'un Verden w~s
about to pause (to alloVi 52 (L.) Inf D_v to PCS\! through towurds
Achim und then onto Bromen l'roB 't111.,. ,3, uth-dC.st·~) beforo going
on itsolf in thQ wake of ;!uj-G0l1 ~(l('.j.r's Guardsmun. 7 Armd Div,
on tho corps I l'ifl'ht 1'1c.nk J "Was n i ,;,;'10 cnd nourin Vii~lsell but was
in f1nnk contact vJi.th ll.l.rmd Div (so uara 331 to this report,
alr:;o notes on Opora.tions 21 ilJ:my '}l.Gllf, £E. oi t, also ;8]': 45/800-
ond 131'it LJ:my/c /D Docket I) -

740. J.J.Ollg the Cnnadiud3' I.; .starn boundary was 30 Brit
Jorps (under Lt-Gcn .IOl'ru,,~,s), with /3 C,.) lni' Div, 3 Brit Inf
Div and 51 (H.) Div appro:.i.chi!1[; Br...e",.a from tho;; south and ncuth­
west. (Soe pam 335 of thio report). clinee the evening of 20
!\pI'. 51 (H.) Div had it" fo rwo.rd ol( lEcnts ostablished due \Yest of
fie1Jncnhorst. On 21 jl.pr furthvr di.l"...:otil,)llS were issued as fo11oVlS:

52 (L) Divisioa
Con tinuu opor·.... tiv.•c to\'J:ll'ds BREAEN.

3 British Divioioh
Hund OV0r L:::FT s ct":-'l" to .')1 (R) Division (\'lOst
of ro"d !E.CK'"~IST2::l>1' 6589 - IlUC1ITING 6696) awl
prepa.re to ,.. scnult BR:::t3N \'icst of thl.# 3 WESER.

51 (H) Divisien
Rc-organisu cnd huh.. prcsont front ill contect
wi th 3 Briti sh '1!ld ·'3 Diva

" Rcferonce maps: G.S.G.S. 4.346 G,rmnny 1:250,000 Shoots L)3
H=novor, L54 - H urg, ~~3 - V~dcbur J

M54 - Schwerin;
0.100 Lppx lIJ".

"" 52 (L.) Inf Div waG to paGe tu Lt-Gen Horrocks cc=nd on
19/20 Apr_for tho ass~ult on Bru~on.
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43 Division
To bo prepar~d to lit 0 from 22 Apr to concentrate
South of ,~CiiIE.

(,.EF:·'5/Second Brit d:my/C/D
Doc'':ut I, ~ oi t, p. ,382)

741. Dospitu l:;'I!!.ito~ adV:..Lll':OS ell 21 ~'_pr, tl....... mal!l Corps
offort, which was to be f.lE'.do un thO' -i '"llt by .52 (L.) In1' Div,
did not dave lop until oc.rly on 22 p '. By first lir;ht thE: heavy'
night bombing c.ttack e>n ;..chiJ.. d,,;'::E U to hav~ hc.~ tn..... dosirvd
effect, anll by 0900 I ,.uro ~lOJllelOts W 52 (L.) Irrt: Div, ho.villg
cnpturod a:id clor'.roc1 ..\.Chin, were pus' ing on to Upha:"son ;~ome

throe niles bo~roncl. Th~ n.tt~cJc cont muxl on 23 ..·.pr when 43 (W.)
Div dCV0J.Opod n. thrust tu cut th.:l fl:l ;ob~ north-e J.st of .. -ehim
b..:;.forc turning tcvKl.rds BrL.-L1011.

UPH..USEU wr..s r ~port0d 0101.:"'- of oncI;.;,j'- ooon c.1"ter r,ri.dtlay
on 23 .:.pr, vb ilc on the RI"rl'J:l 1.57 Brie;:-.tlu h'ld ruc..chvd
the ~utoba.l:!: ~t OYT~ 8696. Dlrr l!lg "-'hI.; u.ftarnovn
reconnaissance olcnvnts 01 f'.rod two villagos rGspcctivcl.1
two '"'.n,c. four Lulos uest of OYTEN. 1.5.5 B~'igc.do c0ntinuod
tho nclve.nee thrvughout thi.; ..i(-,ht 23/24 R·~pr e.r~d haLl.
SCCUl'O''::'' ~::: mOOR}?, tiluir ~b ct..:..Vi.. i'or til... niE.d1 t, by
first light. Op.,Jositicll,.S fcirly Ii ht, with the
oxce~tion of artillu:-'Y fi', v. 4'; Divisiull hod mc~-

vtnilo cr:0tm'u1. 1:.. .BE":tlu·J:i ~: 93, OIl tbJ ri,:ht flc.::l1c,
ngm.nst l-OdU!' ...ltO 0l'Puoj t~ ."1.I'1il pushed on to JJL~USEN.

By the; 0vonj Ilf" it l:::.u r .....0 lod BELIM:.GE 0098. 129
Briga.~10 IlOV ... C. ovor to l'oJJ _11 43 Divisiun la.tv on 24
npr. '~3 Di'i1ion r .;lil'vv' .t>2 (L) Division in the
OYTEN u,L'L:J:'. L prop~...~·.t' (,] l' ('.11 :::. t ~ack North-West on
25 :.pr.

(Ibid)

142. Folloning another "r.;F;.vy bombin attac~<,.52 (L.)
Inf Div secured t.it.; \)\l1.1t-up area In ~h'~ southern edges of
Bremen by 25 Apr.

Medium b01'lbj I' of BH~'l'T continuod on 2.5 Apr for five
hours at 30 tn.' nute.. in l'V"l.l,S. Tho attack through tho
huavily bui.lt, up al'ua ':01 G~ lU d well, with rubble and
domolishvti b'lj,ldings t!1l,; :dn dj.fficultics. By 1600
hI'S 1.56 ll.L'ig<.. 0 hud pcmotI·~tt:d some t ....:o miles along
thl. main railway line, v; toll 153 Brig6.de atill close
behind. Th, .loading hat,~;f)lioL of this brigado passod
through at 19jO hI'S. In, dlvisinn i s intentions f~

that nig..."-lt aHd 26 Apr wa:; GO cOfJ·plGt.e th0 cl.oo.rann(J of
BR:::J.iEN botween th.,,; railviay am.. tIl;.:: 1.'1 "y<.JJ.'.

(Ibid)

3 Brit :::nf Div had by thl.) tim:; r n.chud that part of BrcmoJu south
of tho Wocer, whih.l 43 (\i.) Inf Div) working along tho northorn
sector of tho cit~7, h[~d similarly fOl~CCd. the opposition to loosen
up and vnw nm'} mt.ki!lg l·~'.ir pro?'vl"l,s. (Ibid, 9. 383)

743. Progress by 0.11 tiw threli inf'cn try fa nno.ti ons
continued so.tisf:o.ctcrily throughout 26 una 27 Apr until th~ city
vms clear. Thun c ...rta.in rCD.dju3tHcr_~3 took place • .51 (II.) Div,
Which hnd been opor·,t:L:.~ nxound D-;ll.. .:mhorst, wns !lOW on tho or.at
bank 01' the WesDr, ....nd i'd th Llr.) (\i.) .~:...: Div (vmich in its turn
~ns freed of its rccponsibilitios in B~omon by .52 (La) Div) was
given n new task. At tho; G'1'_,_ ti:;:-...; .) llrit Div ....xt-.;nu.,.d its
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(Ibid, p. 383)

43 Divis~"n axiJ of ~dv:"" was IEEE 7601 - 'lRUPER:DOR
8008 - TA?'5:r.~I,'"' 891].

the
:I..mm ndcl' cf Second British
.. rCJ.;r plUl for tho advance to

In the mccllltim" , ;h(.
occupied in fol-Lg"li.ng tho

745.
fumy) '''Jus
B:-.ltic.

744·. On 29 f-p'-' Gda .l~rni:. Di' , novi!1g on Bremorvordc,
st,)ppod short of t:lU 'to'l!' C-:'lU 3w11rg ~'.w'J.Y tv the c!),st to isol::ltc
Dtado. On the SUl'J.O da:', 51 (H.) Div, havlng pruviouGly rolicvod
tho Guards on thu high .... r }'mj wust of Z.evcu, followcJ. ,tp uno. took
ovor the task of cc.pturin£ Brcnu:::vcrJ.u. Furt lor to tho W0St
43 (w.) Div took T3rffistcdt, then sct ~bout relieving tho Gda f~md
Div wost of Zeven. From here liu ..i-G.:n G.J.. Thor:\B.s was to Sucuro
crossings over the Hnm:no - Oste Clnu L 'rhus Lt-C'...on HUJ'rocl:st
formati0n was loft to c1.o:J.r tho Cux..~ .von H ninE-ula. (Ibill.)

holdings westwards to _Ja.{lS under '::;hL 'Jomncm of First Cdn Army.
(Ibid)

30 Corps oper-c.ticns W..Jl~C nevI directed towards cleox-
ing the CUXfl.'.VEI peri lC'lla, striking North with 51 (H)
and 43 Dinisi)p.s. ;'1 {.td Division 'Was to adVll.I1C0 on
the axis OTTE-aEBURC ~lAO: - \'.'EI:T'rEL 9420 and make: conta.ct
wi th GU:lri~s Ai'ffiOurr:d Di' . &J.01 , then operating :North from
tho ZOVO::::l J.rcu to··''I't'rC'.s hI E~"Ell\\)RJ)E. G11ards .Armoured
Division nasBed to CUl:ullUIld 3"\ C.Jrps carlyon 29 Apr.

•
8 Co:-- s (11 l.r';:·ld Div) 6 Gnurds J..rmd Bdo, 1 Cdo Bde)

5 ~l..rl.d --5 Il.l1' ;)i vs, ond 6 .dr":>or1.c Di v c..e.r­
mn ·ked f' y':vTII US CorllS ll\tcr). To
aaccblioh rri gonead ovor R Elbu noar
L.::dNENBlffiG Ul" :"~,{lvancc NORTH to c::lpturo
D '}'ECl( D.llJ. 0 h ~r SGHIESVIIG - HO L'3T:':II-T •

(b) XVIII US (7 US J.rmd D;'v, 8 US Inf Div, 82 US •.ir-
Corns tor:no il':"v ,\nJ. lo.tOl· 6 Brit ~ ..iroo!'T1u DiY).

("Fro--l~ To c1'oo ~ thu ·~LBL r.bout 8 m:: les Ei.B'l' of 8
US llXIllj" Co!'ps, ':clv' .nc ... NE ,.nd lJ otoct RIGHT flmk
Group) Scc\)nU ;.xray.

( "-)

(0) 12 COFPs To oruOJ 2L3~ in 8 Corps bridgohood,
swinG U I, pro Go>Jct LEFT flr..ll1.k of 8 Corps by
I.:l!:.sking :L'..~UV.JRfJ '~nd lc.tor to c:J.1;lturo
li.:~ \1Blmr...

L'i' 'GoOF on thu opL;ratiun~ of
2.. ::rry Group, 6 Ju:J 4A· - 5May
,I;" '-'J? .?it, 9. 53)

Lt the t time Lt-Glm :Jcrapsey ''-WiS ~'rei Y( th .. c1emontD of about
15 Gorman divinionf:: be idon '1 vn.ritld collection of urii ts -li,:ustcrc:dftom
local depots nnd from the Gvrm{l'l I'ca:c ~ci o0cuoyir..g DOn:.ll.lrk. (Ibid)

746. 8 C01"PS Vl.~S lin,;(1 'l~' 'jQ tn<J Viost bank or tho Elbe
Rivor by 25 ,;..pr; t"y,) Cays 1:... to..: 12 G,:Jrps hc.d ['~so rCf:.cht...-Q the .
river a.n,d WilS illvcQ(.ing Ra1'btu"g, tl_l: l[,.1'e(, tDvm to th·.; Douth of
HOI,burg.

Tho UUVc.IlCC: to thl. rivJr kG. boon oxtrumo1jr rapid :lUll
the co~~nicati~nn ~f t"~ corps wcr~ now strung out
over :l p,rcat c.ist['JlcO fl->on tho) roadbonds and dumps.



-291:-

(Ibid, p. 393)

(Ibi,!, r. 393)

of 8 Corps
wus light
hours tho

1.S the
Lnu"nburg

••• but by midday this tOVin had boen cc:oturoJd and 0.
second brigdo no1zcd vver tl'c ELBE-TRLvE C:mnl. 44
Brigadc huld th\.. originnl bl'iugchond, with 46 Briga.de
striking North to Kruzon ~nd 227 Brig~de starting to
po.". throught the L~FT of tltv briJgohead tOV/::trcls the
North West. B:riugiug hnc. stf,rtud at both L1' O'>NBURG
WId 1J1TLENB11RG, rtltho'lgh the constructi on of tho class
40 b~idgu L'.t thu latvur site was slightly delayed by
enemy artillery fir~.

(;.1:1': It 5/second British 1.rmy/
O/D Docket I, ££ cit, p. 393)

'11ho line of t cR. ELBE on ";110 front of Socond lXmy
East of H:•.MBURG wc..s hold lcrgol,y hy "orsatz" battalions)
including ll'1v£'.1 troops, polico b:\tteliolls end Landcs­
schutzou battalions. ThC'3C totc..llou :lpproxim.::tely 20
and lr.d n combiuod UpUl'OXi.Jlh.•tu strongth of 6,000.

The river :i.. tself "las e wlde obstacle which could not
be tackled by LBOllS of' G. husty scramble landing.

In addition, th0:.....0 wc-ro 100 ho~vy l.nti- .ircraft guns,
npproxiJ1l~~tuly 160 lL:ht Anti-_'drcrai't guns nnd a very
few fiol.c. pieces. 1£110:'0 W',9 :i.lso the ponsibility tlw,t
somewhere in tho aroo. Iny 24.5 Division. No orgQJliseu
dofonsiva positions baQ ~oon pr,parod on the line of tho
rivor or boninG it.

L period of several d:l.ys vms necosdfr"'y, therefore, to allow for
the regrouping of for.n.:..:.tj ans and fm.' rhe ..iloving up of stores and
equipment. (Ibid). h~ wil] bo 0.11" ,Jl}iutcd:

Tho craGsing at' cho H. ELBB '\1&8 :l major river crossing
und althcugh ~ st~~o of tho wnJ hud b0en re~ched in
which oxtr~mo r::'sks eou:d bE. willingly undert.c.kon, an
oper;.tio!1 of this Idnd cou:.c. not be carriud out with­
out n limited fllrount of plumi.lg.

747. In accordance with th\: SuprBmc Comm:mder' 5 instruc-
tions, XVIII U.S. Airborno Corps lufl 12 U.S. Army Group to join
Lt-Gcn Dempsey's :ll'my. Tho ma:Lll Q.ss(~L..lt was to be carriod out
by 8 Corps, nnd tho object us :Laid dcw:l by the 1.rmy Commnnder
wns to cc.pture n bridgohce.d Dvor tho P.iv1r Elba to allow 12 Corps
end XVIII U.S. Corps to pas:"! throUJ~ll. The target de.to \","'s Sut at
1 May 45 and ~s H hou~ approach0d 12 ~nd 30 Corps continued to
koep tho cnomy on Lt-Gcn Dompsey's left occupiod. (Ibid, p. 393)

748. 'i'h€l fighting up tad R;.~Tt.r Elbo had shown only too
clearly thc.t too CUChY w~s un~ ble to o.cuduc€l anywhero ncar a suf­
ficient number of propol:'ly cont!'.:>ll,-,~ l'cl'IIlJ.tious to delay tno prQ­
gress of Second Britj.Hh ..·~rm.Y. It V'<"-'.~ Hot anticipated thnt any
large or even wo.;ll tr~ir:. Jd on~l.ny grt hjJG could oppose tho crossing
of the Elbe or halt tho ,[....llio\l irivo "ii(, thcl Baltic.

749. 1.t 0200 hOt'.r" 29 ,.ur, .L5 (S.) In1' Div
bog£!ll its assault ':lcross tho Rive:..' "';:Ll')i). Opposition
on tho ri ht but nlJgligi"o 10 on tno lo:L"t, e..nu by 0630
two leadinG brigados wore complete 0 r th3 oust bank.
morning passod rosist3ncc stiffonad t p3Xticulllrly ct

(Ibid, p. 395)
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750. The hie;hlight of the OtlY, however, was the ShOl'·
thou spectacula~ display of initiative by t e seemingly dyin l

Luftwaffe which, to -luo te an official account,

using groups of about twelve aircraft, J:'ade a series
of to robing attacks on the bridging si tes.

(Ibid P. 395,

Ground opposition remained light how8ver, and

by midnight the three b"igades of 15 (S.) Division h<.cl
expanded the bri,dgohead to the line BASEDOIV - JVLIUS·
BURG - GlE'ZJ!W - GRUliB:OF. COlLtinod patrols of 15
Rf.;connal:ss':\Joe RG lim nOG ;,.mo. Brociel Air Service troop
had oontirI'lud that LltTAU was still occupied by tho
enomy and uppuarcd to be n~ld mora strongly than thG
other villag(;s ':'n tb,G soctor. This village was accord­
ingly attuc~cd by 46 Bri~a~es ~nd cleared on the morn­
ing of 30 Apr.·

(Ibid)

751. By tho foming of 30 Apr tho enemy's air attnc:':'
had decreased, ~ainly bcccuse of tho counter nil' effort put up
by 83 Gp R.A.F. Thus, undor theso 1mprcved conditions, both t~

class 9 bridge at Lauonburg and tho cless 40 structure at
Artlvnburg wore completod. 6 Airto rne Div had by this time
bogan to cross tho ob8t!lclc and hy tie close of ,0 Apr -

wus npp~occh~ng its objoctive on tho ELBE-rRAVE Canal:
while 3 P'3.rQ.C~luto Briga.de 11::.1. moved rapidlY East to
r"v.ch BOIZl:llB'<J::{G.

(.l.'bid)

752. The hre",k lrc,m tho brligeho"d bogan (It first
light 1 IDy. 11 Armd Div pncsod tarough tho Scottish formation,
At tho SOJ!Le time 6 l..:i rbo:rnc D1v (\'1d 1 Cdo Bde Ct.mo under command
XVIII U.S. Airborne Corps. Durin~ 1 M~y ~d throughtout th~
followine day 11 llIlJ.d Di7 I!l'.do boad f'rogrus.3, being delayed
only be tho detcrior~t~C stnGo of the ronds. , Brit Int Div
which joined 11 brffiD in tho journoy uorthw~rd, mot with equal
succoss. By midnigh-::' 2/3 !'1y ~m,i--T-3-:-~ 30berts t amour had clueT­
ed too city of Lubec\( ~.n~. rc'\ched th... Bo.ltic beyond, While on
his right , Int Di., 1;/ '.s north (If tbo RCltZGburgor See, having
captured MolIn en route. On 3 }~,""'Ir .5 Div rolieved 11 ..-..rmd Div i.n
the Lubeck soc tor end th0 a~mour mJu~t n)~th unopposed. (Ibid,
p. 396) -

753. Meanwhilo J.5 (s.~ Di.v had turned left from the
bridgehead to seoura (;.eostnnch-r. ~ (7 54~_), passing the fi1: st bri:':
of 53 (W.) Inf Di v (158 I:J.f TIde) tJlraugh towords Hamburg. A
seaond brig" a (71 Inf Bdo) e:ooasvd the Elbo on 2 May. 15 (8.;
Inf Div roportud incraniblo sCvnes iu tho wnko of thu t~0 div­
isio:J.s Which had gpno on to Lubeck anu beyond (11 IJmd and 5
Inf Dov)

--------_._--- --------,
Ji This town, around \'4.li\}h th(. enemy l).ud several lar G dumps of

Gas-filloc. projoctil<,;s; Sltr:':~ndcroti wi thout trouble. (Ibid,
P. 396).
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Tens of thcus~nds of Ge~ne.n troops, their numbers
swolle~ by thosu floeing from tho Russians, wore
surrondoriLg.. ;"ong coJ.umns of enemy transport end
horsc-druVff vch~cl~s were passing South down tho
Lines of Co:nmunicc.tj.on wi tr no other intention than
thnt of CTtlSs:"ng the R. ELBE to what seemed so.fctyc

(Ibid, p. 396)

754. Desnit, th" fo.ct t:tat some of tho troops (158
and 71 In! Bdos of- 53 (VI.) Div) \'lure> nlro"dy on tho way towards
Hamburg from the cazt J 12 Brit Co:ps was ~ot yet roady to start
its a.ttack a.gninst th:e lnrgc fort. It was just e.s wall since
negotiations for tho 13urrondor of 1!~bure VlOro alrea.dy nfoot.

(Ibid)

* Phis formation, Vlb.ich inoludod.1 ·Cdn Para Bn,.was part of
6 Brit l~rborne Div.

._- _._--_._-------

(Ibid. p. 39'il

(Ibid, p. 397)

T:m confusion of the er.ony was by now supromo:

1>.3 a. .yarustick to nc usurt.l the i.lisintegrntion of tho
Gor~ JI..xni s cnuzht -Dot\·1I.:~en tho Rassinna and Secona
Lxn.y) it was cstim=ltod th:::t D.pp:-oximatoly 100) 000
prisoners v/ora Gakon during 2 ll'J.y on this corps fron··
alone.

756.

7 ..rmd Div crossed the.: Elba ovor bridges north of Harburg tOI
the sp ceific purpose of occupying HD.I:1burt;. (First Cdll .L>.rmy 0::>
Log, 3 lIay 45, soriel 113)

755. The right flank ettc.ck across tho Elba by xvrI:c
U.3. Airborne Corp~ hud ~iLri.l~rly £l.chiovcd good results. ]'1'00

0100 hours 30 ~pr, thu ti~0 at which the first iJilerican troop8
orossed the Elba '1t Blockade., u verything went accordi ng to pltlr,
and by the ev~ning of 1 fJay ~ont~et vuth 8 Brit Corps hud boon
asteblished east of B~izmlburg. On the follo~ing day Hagenow
and Wittonburg fell.

Fron now on th.J:'El WC.S no h~ndrancc to the forward no,!.:
mont of thu cerpa other thc~ the vast numbors of enomy
pouring r.ow~ rondE. il!. c'tisorg"...'I1isoc". retrea.t from both
thu front 01' S ..monJ !>.rny Lilld. froll tho East. WDWIGSIl.Wrl·
anll SCilllERIJJ wore accupie.:l by 82 l..irborne Division and
8 Division. .ilS·,li.? wus cq,tur~d llIXI the B:.LTIC coast
roached by 3 Puruchuto Brigade.

'Those wore stopped tcmpro.rily to a 110w the s tart of
discussions for thv surrendor of thu entire Gcnnan
i..rmy Group, but the locel o....nclitions for tho ,)ccupa­
ti on of Ht..tm"tJRG \,wrc co:w.plJt(;d .luring the narning of
3 Iny rorl the c;it.y \ICoS clutcrDd, \ri.thout incident, by
7 l~r~urcd Division.

Tho end was very ncar. Lt 1605 hours on 2 May our tacticnl
reconnaissance planas or this !'ront ruJorted that Russian tanL>
wore in Goldberg. J.....t 210C hou=tt of this DOIOOrc.blo day ele:::eut
of 6 Brit Airborno Div met th~ Russia~ forces at Wisnnr. Tho~,

•

•
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at 1032 hours 011 the following day, further contacts with our
Eastern l~llics wora ost1.blishoc1 at Grabow, sQuth-cast of Lud­
wigs1ust. (Ibid)

757. On , !lay thu ,>l'l1lY COlllJ!l£ll1dcr, baing aware that
high lovel tnlks of peace Worc ir~ progross, iusued tho follOw-,
ing dirccti va to his corps.

Ill. 8 Corps '"Uld 12 Corps will not udv{l.!lcO beyond
SEGEBERG - lL'J.IBURG wi thout ordors from LlO.

2. XVIII Carrs is ,,>tabJ.i.shod on tho lino llOMI:TZ ­
UmWIGSLUST - SCH\'iWRIN - WISH:ill. '.Vhcro willlJO nu
further advance in an Easterly direction f:('on
this line" contact. hits already been made at
WIS!~.R and GR1l.BOVI wHh th0 Russian IJ:my.

3. L delegation fron i~(lDiral DFENITZ and Fi old
Uershnl IffilTEL passed through ~y headquarters
this norning; they arc now at Tactical HGadquart·~

ors 21 l..rL1Y Group. R{pr13sente.tivus of the Sup·­
rono COfmundor "will nOut thorn tomorrow morning.
Tho dvlegation appDara to he. va full uuthori ty t, ....
negotiate surrendur •

4a Tho COIJIilomor of' tho H.:JIDURG Garrison surrend..... _ .
Hll.iffiURG this Darning, end 12 Corps is occupying
it today•

.5 a 1'he onin problofl i'nci ng us at tho nenent is tho
orsonization uno. f,J...:ding of tho vast nULlbor of
pr lson(;rs, eli sp.lEtced })crsons .:md Germ.an r,)fugees
wi thin the O.!'OU lfEcrSTi.DT - VlISMI.R - llOMITZ -
Hl .iBURG.

6. 1~11 GorDDn prisono~s (If wcx will be placed in
aroas selected by you and kopt thero for tho tine
beinga Officers should runnin with their nen.
No further ov~euQtion of prisoners of war will
tc.ko placo for the pr JEonta

7 a Displacod Pcrso ns u:::ld 'J-oro.v.n eivilians should, so
for ns 1)lJ5siblo, be rndo to stand-fast in the 81'('I'\S

in which they nlrcaQy .11'0. In any event thoy
nust .'lot bo nllowod t u cress the ELBE - TRJ~VE

Canal fran East to Wc~t nor the R EJBE fran North
to South.

8. British and i~orican ox-prisoners of war should
bo OV:lcuutod to Lunoburg fit oneell.

(Ibid, p. ,98)

758. stnff officers at Lt-Gen Derwsoyfs headquarters
estinnted tho nunbcr of prisoners t~kcn in tho last four days
at 580,000, with n furthGr 40,000 onony considerod t(illed,
wOWlded or nissing. In conpc.rison tho British lassos since
~pri1 woro givon as 679 officors and 8371 other ranks. (Ibid)
But, whcn losses nro D.ontionecl, contributions uade by thoEiTr'
force towc.rcls ultir::tO.te succoss must b 0 counted.

Fran 30 Apr to 3 ~hy 83 Group hud taken trcnendous tn~l
of cnony n'.:'vcnont flooir~.g VIost in front of the Russian
~dvllilce~ ~noD~ Qireraft of all types wero shot duwn
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without difficulty anfi in Great nunbers. Cl~iosJ on
the ground a..'1d in the rir J 'Nerc difficult to assess,
but tho following figures urB npproxiuc.tG:-

It is also of inturcst to note the t all 3 May

"(Ibid, p. 396)

--------_.._---_.- .---------

D:unaged

2,750

80

(Ibid, p, 396)

1,500

150

Destroyed

?1echc.nicc.l 1.'rmlspc'rt

3nooy aircrc.ft

tho unin air effort w~s switchod to attncking tho
oxodus of oraft, nainly f'ron too KIEL urea, which tried
to me.ke their way North across tho BALTIC. Sooo 60
ships of nIl typos, including sub~~rines wvro dunogod
or destroyod

1. i.E>': 45!sGcond Brit i,;rrny!C/H, Docket III Soco::ld l,;rrny
sitrcp fol' lLpril and Jo.1ay 1945 as received at Headquart-
ers First Cdn IJnY.

Sitrcp Nos • 541 - 5..2 for p8riod 20000lB - 21000lB.. .. 543 - 54l~ .. .. 21000lB - 22000lB.. .. 545 - 51,.6 " .. 22000lB - 230001B.. .. 547 - 548 .. .. 23000lB - 24000lB
" " 549 - ~50 " " 24000lB - 25000lB.. " 551 - 552 .. .. 250001B - 26000lB.. " 553 - 554 .. .. 26000lB - 2~OOOlB.. .. 555 -556 .. ..

2~000lB - 2 OOOlB
" " 557 - 558 t, " 2 OOOlB - 29000lB.. " 559 - 560 t: .. 29000lB - 30000L'3.. " 501 - 562 " .. :;OOOOlB - 010001B
" .. 563 - 564 " " 01000lB - 02000lB.. " 565 - 566 " .. 02000lB - 03000lB
" .. .567 - 568 " .. 03000lB - 040001B

* Paras 747 - 767 h:lVC boen writton rEnly according to tho
c.ccount of SoconQ Brit [~nyls operations as contained in 1~:

45!Second Brit ,\r~y!C/D, Docket I, but all statements have
boon chockod with tho following references.

2. ,\EF: t,.5!First Can ;~,~!c/H; Docket IV and V, ~pril
end hby 19/~5) Fir st CdD. Army Liaison officors reports
from G Ops, Second Brit J.r':J..V' dated

April 19 /,5 dated 210600B.. - .. .. 22lo+00D.. " .. 251400B.. .. .. 281430B (Par~s ~ - 9 incl).. .. .. 301700B
May 1945 datod OHODOL!
" .. " b31300B
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759. Evon these monentuous events were not, how0v0r,
by any means tho I'lost iI:.1portnnt of thu tincs. EvorywhEJrc tho
enemyfs onco prou~ forces wore involved in opoctnculur collapse.
Hi tIer hael b con ropor ted as d cad on 1 Mi..\y, on 2 May tho Russian
ring about Borlin closocl in £.nc., nfter u bloddy buttlo, the
cenital fell. On tho sano day tho Gcrnan J"..rny Group lie.'! surrend­
ered to Field-Mnrsh~l ~lexnndcr in Italy. Elsewhero French and
l..I:lerlcD..ll ...1'8108 hUd all boon reportinG endless success for tho
pnst t0U c.ays. Gcncn"::tl de Lattro do Tnssienyt s First French
1'..'rl::J.y had long sineo swung cast froD Stuttgart to okil't tho !lortb­
ern cdge of tho Blacl~ Forrst nnd seal thv Swiss Bordor from Lake
Constanco to Baslc. Lt-Gon Petchts Sevonth U.S. fJny had turned
south fron Nurnburg to seize, first Ulm ~nd Auesbm'g, then Munich,
Salzburg and Hitlerts funcus retront at Borchtesgaden, before
Llaking a final thrust tow:lrds tho Brennor Pass. (Roport by the
Supreme CO~fu~der: ~ cit, p. 108 - 109, 115; also SIll~F Weekly
Intelligence SUr:1I:lC'xJ.-os, QJ?_ cit, No. 303 dated 29 Apr '1-5, 304
dated 30 J~r 45, 306 datca ~y ~5 and 307 datod 3 M~y 45)

760. The gains made by the far-flung spearheads of
Lt-Gen Patton's '·third U.S.) Army had in turn exceeded all ex­
pectation.

the thrust of the Third Army down the Danube Valley
began on 22 April and madempid progress against a
tottering enemy. AlthOUgh the defenders held out at
Regensburg until 26 Apr, XX Corps established bridgo­
hEJads across the Dmlube cast and west of tID ci ty on
tho 25th, and then advanced southeast down the right
bank While XII Corps did likewise north of the river.
By 2 May, the north bank rod b con cleared of the Ollemy
as far a.s Passau, ani the 11th Armourod Division shot
ahead to room ve the surrender of Linz on 5 May. With
thi s lengthening of the XII Corps lino, the Third Army
took command of V Corps, from the First Army, for
oporations into Czechoslovakia on its northern flank.
By an attack eastwards across the frontier, Pilson was
captured OP 6 Mny.

(Report by tho Supreme
Comrnnnder, ~ cit, p. 115)

761. On the loft of Lt-Gen Patton's fast-moving eolumns,
First U.S. Army had particularly dist!.nguishod its&lf by being
first to contact thu Russian forces at Torgeu elong tho upper
reached of the Elba river. There Lt··Gon Hodges had consolidated
to cut Germany in two. Thereafter Lt-Gon Simpson's Ninth U.8.
Army soon set about sevoring the northern portion of the Reich
by thrusting through Brunswick to roach tho Elba at Magdeburg.
(~)

762. Tho last two days (3 and 4 ~~y) saw the linking
up of several arlaies as the enemy pockets eithor surrenderud or
were annihilated. First Fronch Army and Lt-Gon Putch's Seventh
Army met up in the III and Kloster Valleys of south-western
Austria, While at about the se~e tiruo other troops of Lt-Gen
Pnt~hts Army entored tho Bronner pass and pressed through to
conta.ct forces of tho Allied ..:;.rmios in Italy. Further contacts
botween Third U.S. ll.illJ.y and tho Russians oJ.ong the borders of
CzcchoslovRkia was roportod hourly. (Ibid, also SHi~, Weekly
Intelligenee SWMlary No. 59, op cit) ----
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These operations were carried out in full co-ord­
tbu Russians approaching from the east.

•

The American troops advanced to the line Budejovice ­
Pilsen - Karlsbad, but were there halted while the
Red Army cleared the east and west banks of the Moldau
River and occupied Prague. South of Czechoslovakia,
the agreed provisional line of junction ran down the
Budejovice - Linz railroad and thence along the valley
of the Enns, where contact was effeoted in due course.

(Report by the Supreme
Commander, ££ cit, p. 115)

RUSSIAN OPERATIONS ON TIlE EASTERN FRONT, 1-4 MAY 45

764. While operations on the western front were being
concluded against the dWindling enemy pockets, the Russian armies
had been striking staggering blows at Gorman Army Group Vistula
as it fell reeling back through Northern Germany.

Shifting the bulk of its efforts to western POMERANIA
and Northern BRANDENBURG, the Rod Army drove a hundred
miles to the llEST and by 4 !lay, troops of Marshal
ROKOSSOFSKY's Seeond Wh:lte Russian Front and Marshal
ZHUKOV's First Whito Russian Front had closed up to
tho positions hold by the Wostern Allies, contact be­
ing made roughly along the line WISMAR - GRABOW ­
LENZEN - WITTENBERCE. Several peckots, notably at
S\~NDE, wore created by these rapid advances but
most of them, including the abovo, had been cloanod up
by 5 May.

(SHAEF Weekly Intelligenee
Swmnary, .9.E. cit, Part I,
para 3) -

765. Berlin had fallen. In street fighting that was
as bitter as any over, tho ruined capital, defended step by
step from its outer suburbs to the very core of tm city, foil
on 2 May. 135,000 prisoners wore taken that day - but the man
who was responsible was not included nmong them, Hitler was dend.

Tho day on which tho Rod Ao:my flag was raised abovo
BERLIN also marked tIE end for the largo enemy foroe
surrounded Southeast of the city; between 24 April and
2 !Any over 120,000 Germans wore capturod there and
half that number killod.

766. West of Berlin, Brandonburg also foIl and

Russian farces drove on ~gainst the pockoted remnants
of the German N:lnth and Twelfth Armies, their baoks
to the ELBE and thoir flcnks littlo more than 40 miles
apart. By tho end of tho 'Noek the pocket he.d praetio­
ally vanished, much of it disappearing ovor tho ELBE
as large numbars of Germans turned themsolves in to tho
Allios.

(Ibid)
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GERw.NY'S POSITION IiITH REGiJill 'lU SEA AND AIR POWER, 4 MJ,.Y 45

In tho following words Goneral Eisenhower has aum-
enemy's air and sea picturo as it GxistGd at this timo,

Of enemy offensivo activity in the air thoro was no
sign. As tho area left to the Germans decreased, tho
congostion of planas on the remaining airfields grew
worse, nnd tho number of aircreft destroyod on the
ground mounted in proportion. Tho demoralization of
the German lJr Force personnel was too far developed
for any suicid~l effort to be made with the jet air­
crqft squadrons loft in Austria and Czechoslovakia,
and by tho beginning of May pr:J.ctica11y the only flights
undertaken wore for tho purpose of desertion.

(Report by the Supremo
Commander, £ll. oi t, p. 116)

Of the German Navy, the Supremo Commander says:

The end of tho German Navy was even more unspectacular.
Having put to sea only on rere occasions throughout
the war, then invariably to be hounded to their des­
truction or driven crippled back to their bases whore
lulied air forces repeatedly undid c~y repair work
attempted, tho heavy units lay helpless in the northorn
ports as theso fell inte tho hands of tho advlUloing
armies. Only three of the larger ships were in any­
thing approaching!l condition for effectivo action
when the last naval bases surrendored. The coastal
crv~t had coased to operate during April, vnd it was
loft to tho submarino forces - tho only truly sucess­
ful neval wo~pon of which the enemy Q~d enjoyed the use
-- to oarry on tho fight to tho end.

(~, p. 116 - 117)

769. By comparison in these concluding stages of the
war, Gener~l Eisenhower goes on to state that

the allied ai r forces continued to afford the invaluable
support Which h;d been such a vital factor in insuring
our successes thrOUghout the ontire c~paign. As th~

Eastern and Westorn Fronts closed togethor, however,
the opportunities for employment of the stratogic
bomber forcGs grew more and more limited, farmer strat­
egic targets haVing now beoomo taoticalones. The
ohief OCOUp!lt10n of Bomber Comm!lnd und the Eighth lUx
Force by the boginning of May consequently consisted of
flying food supplios to thc Dutch civililUl populetion
and or ovacuating casu~lties and liborated Allied
prisoners.

(~. p. 116)

770.
support of thc
highest praise

The work of the Tactice.l. Ai.r Forces in close
Allied Armios was prncticulurly VIOrthy of tho
for thoir operations wero restricted

by the dlUlger of hitting !ldvlUlcod RussilUl clements Q.Ild
tho large b odioE of prisonors mo, having brokon looso
from thoir camps, wero streaming wostw~~d along the
rands. The le.st unjor offensivo by tho tactical pIanos
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was in the south, whero attacks wero 00 ncentr::tted
ahe!ld of tho Third Army down tho Danubo ";alley, des­
troying the enemy's remaining dwnps of fuel and other
supplios in that area, ond cutting tho fO\v communica­
tions still available for their dostribution.

(Ibid)

THE SURREl'.'DER IN THE roUTH, 2 - 5 w.Y 45

771. By the bcginning of May 1945 the majority of the
principal objectivos of tm J'llics had b oen reached. Tho war in
Europe was virtu::tlly at an and, and, to quote tho Supreme Command­
er:

Nowhere on the Continent was thoro still in oxistence a
German army capablo of continuing to fight.

To the oast, tho nrmi~s undor my comm~Q wore joining
hands with their Russian hllics from thc Baltic to thc
j,lps. To the sou til, thoy had linked with their com­
raaos in Italy, where already the eoany had made forcal
surrender. Of tho Nazi "fortressoslt, the national
Redoubt had been penetrated while its intendod ga.rrison
lay dispersed and brcken outside its walls; Norway was
isolatod and doomed; Dunkirk, the Brittany ports, and
tho Channel Islands wore helpless;

(Ibid, P. 117)

772. Now the Germ~ forces in Holland ~d Donmark wore
on tho verge of capitulating. The Gormany which sought to dom­
inate tho vlOrld and plungo humanity back into tho dark ages was
crushed nnd the tine had arrived for it to acknowledge defeat.
The first attompt (in March 1945) to nnke a soparate peace with
the Wost had failod. A socond attompt by Himmlor lator was
simil~rly ignored. HowGvor, on the Italian front th0rc woro Bon
who roalized all too well the futility of continuing the fight.
Tho capitulation of the Gernan ..rmics in Italy was quickly follow­
ed by furthor nuBS surrondors of the Garman for cos facing south
in tho il..1.pine section, thus put tho Gorman First and Nineteenth
/crnios out of the war. (Ibid, p. 118)

THE SURRElIDER IN THE NORTH, 2 - 5 MAY 45

773. Rumor of capitulation in northern Europe also
reached the l~lies in mid-hpril 1945.

Field Marshal Busch, commanding the Hamburg area, was
ste.ted to be anti-Nazi and valling to surrender, but
unable to do so until the Western j~lies reached the
Baltic und cut him off fron the possibility of the
arrival of di a-hard SS forme-tiona from ct:''ltral Germany.
General Lindemann, the commander in Denmark, was also
understood to bo ready to yield at the same time as
Busch, and on ,0 Apr an emissary appeared in Stockholm
to confirm this. It wes urged that the British fcrIDY
should make all speod to roech tho Baltic bofore the
Russicns did so, for the Germans would under no circum­
stances surrender to the Red i~my.

(Ibid p. 118)
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The capture of Lubeck by Second Brit Army on 3
Denmark und North-West Gcrmcny from tho remainde~ of
l ..t that time, as General EisenhO\'ler states:

•

•••more important figures came within our reach. As
the Red ;~my had drawn ne~rer to the Western Allies,

.Admiral Doenitz, upon vhom the mantIc of the Fuhr~r

h&d now fallen, had instructed his armies which hod
been facing ~cst to turn about and surr~Ar to the
Anglo-kmerican forces,

(~, p. 118 - 119)

775. Now, with hundreds of thousands of his country-men
in full flight before the ndve.rlcing Russians, l..dmiral Friedeburg,
newly appointed hend of the Gerltu:tn Navy, (because of J·..dmiral
Doenitz's doubtful promotion to the tottering post of Fuhrer),
approached the Western lJ.lies through the hendquarters of 21
Army Group. .

They asked to boa 11oVJod to surrender the Third Panzer,
Twelfth, and Twenty-first Armies, Which had been fight­
ing the Russians, and to be permitted to pass refugees
throught the Allied liruos into Schleswig - Holstein •
Their solo desire was to avoid the meGsBity of surrend­
ering to tho Russians. Field Marshal Montgomery, how­
ever rofused to discuss capitulation with thom on those
torms, though he informed them that individual soldiers
who ga.vo themselves up would be treated ns prisoners of
war.

(Ibid, p. 119)

faced with another rebuff, tho Gormen ropresentatives sont back
to Fiold Marshal Kiotol, their chief, for furthor instructions.
(Ibid)

776. The next dny Admiral Friedoburg mado an important
announcoment:

••• he had recoived permission from his superiors to
mako unconditional surrender of all German armed forces,
lend, sea, and air, in the north-west Germany (includ­
ing the Frisie~ Islands, Holigoland, and all other
islands), Holland, Schleswig-Holstein, and Denmark.

(Ibid)

According to instructions issued by the Supreme Commander, the
capitulation in these aroas were to be regarded as a tactical
mattor* and as such must bo dealt with by Field Marshal Mbntgom­
ery, It was arranged, however, thut a Russian representQtive
should be present to accept tho submission on behalf a! the Soviet
Union. (Ibid; also M:.mtgollery, Normandy to the Baltic, p, 220)

~ This was actually but one flnnk of the ililied effort, the
surrender of ~hich merely me~~t tho neutralization of one
portion of the Europoan bnttlofielc.
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CEI.SE FIRE FOR TIE ClJ'ADIJ.NS, 4 M/·,Y 45

--" , . - ....

777. With mass surrondors taking place in every part ot
the front, it cane ns ne surprise when at 1255 hours en 4 May
Goneral Crerar received a mossagc by telephone from tho Chief of
tho Ste~f, 21 !~my Group informing him of tho negotiations thon
being conducted botween Field Marshal tiontgomory and the repres­
ontative of Grc.nd J..dnirn.l Dooni tz concerning the uncondi tional
surrender of tho renaining r.urn~n forces in North-West Europe
(W.D., G.O.C.-in-C., J!irst Cdn I.:r:ny 4 May). In the li~t of this
development, the C. -in-C. agreed wi th General Crerar on the advis­
ability of not pressing tho demands for the delivery of Jever to
the Poles and Aurich to 3 Cdn Inf Div, and Lt-Gen Simonds was
therefore directed to withold direct assault against these towns
(ibid; General crerar's Despatch, para 44).

778. Later that evening General Crerar wes informed
that the B.B.C. had just broudcast a special urmouncement,
issued by Supreme Allied Hea~quartors, that tho end had oome.
(W.D., G.O.C.-in-C., First Cdn !~y, 4 May). A few minutes later
official word to this effect was communicated by a message from
21 f~my Group.

All offensive ops will cease from receipt this signal,
Ordors will be given to all tps to cecse firo 0800 hrs
tomorrow Saturday 5 May. Full torms of local Gorman
surrender arranged today for 21 f.:rmy Gp front. Zmphasize
these provisions apply solely to 21 Army Gp fronts and
are for the moment axcl of Dunkirk •••

(W.D., G.S. Ops, H.Q. First
Cdn !~my, May 1945: Appx 12)

779. This was followed by u seeond message containing
a digest of the instrumont of surrender signed by the C.-in-o.
and German roprcsentctivos.

Tho German Comd agrees to too surrendor of all German
armed forces in Holland, in N.W. Germeny incl the
Frisian Islands and Heliogpl2nd cnd nIl other islands)
in Sohleswig-Holstein, ~nd in Denmark to the C-in-C 21
Army Gp. Theso foroes to lo~ down their arms and to
surrender unconditionally.

All hostilities on land, on soa or in the air by German
forces in the shovo aroas to cease ~t 0800 hrs E.B.S.T.
Saturday 5 l&1y 1945.

The German Comd to carry out at once and without argu­
ment or comment all furf;hor arders that will be issued
by the Alliod Po¥ors on any subject.

Disobedience of orders or failure to comply With them
will be regarded as a broach of these surrender terms
and will be doalt wi th by the Allied Powors in accord­
ance with the accepted laws and usages of war,

This instrument of surrendor is independont of, without
prejudice te and will be superseded by, any general in­
strument of surrender imposed by or on behalf of the
Allied Powers and applicable to Germany and the German
armed forces as a WOolo •• ,

(Ibid, Message GO 412A,
fro m 21 Army Group)
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780. General Crerar at once communicated these facts
to the formations under his oommand, iasu1ng·thp.'following
message to be read to all ranks.

From Sicily to the River SEIITO, from the beaches of
DIEPPE to those of Nonnandy, and thenoe through North­
ern France, Belgium, Holland and Northwest Germany, the
Canadians and their Allied comrades in this Army have
carried out their responsibilities in the high trad­
itions vmich they inherited. The official order that
the offensive operations of all troops of First Cdn
Army will cease forthwith and that all fire will cease
from 0800 hours tomorrow, Saturday, 5 May, has been
issued. Crushing and c0mplete victory over the German
enemy has been secured. In rejoicing at this supreme
accomplishment, we shall remember the friends who have
paid the full price for the beliat they also held that
no sacrifice in the interests of the princirles for
which we fOUght could be too great.

(W.D., G.O.C.-in-C., Firet
Cdn Army, May 1945: Appx

"DH)

781. On 5 May Brigadier J.A. Roberts, Commanding 8 Cdn
Int Bde, met the German commander of the WILHELIo!3HAVEN - EMDEN
area, General der Inf~trie Straube (formerly commanding 86 Corps)
and escorted him to Bad Zwischenahn, where Lt-Gen Simonds was to
accept his surrender (W.D., H.". 8 Cdn Int Bde, 5 May). The
newly formed Armee Abteiluu8 Straube had assumed cOlllllland of the
sector between the Weser an the Ems, inclUding tho Frisian Is­
lands, about 2 May. Such was the enemy's disorganization that
the precise ardor of battle was unknown even to the German staff.
(W'~'I G.S.,H.~., 2 Cdn Corps, May 1945: Appx 3, 2 Cdn Corps Int
Bulletin No.2, il b~). A diarist gives the following account
of the meeting:

•••With all divisional comds and Brigadlers of Corps
HI< present, thc Corps comd doalt \'Ii th Gan STRAUBE by
first reading the terms of the surrender to 21 Army Gp
and then going through in detail the orders whieh Gen
STRAUBE wns to carry out in the area opposite 2 Cdn
Corps •••
At the conclusion of the moeting a Chamr'3.gtl8 toast was
drunk by the allied officers present.

(W.D., G.B., H.Q. 2 Cdn
Corps, 5 May)

782. The orders given to General Straube (as issued by
H.I<. First Cdn Army) required him to ensure thnt no unauthorized
movement of his troops took plnce and to submit a det~iled order
of battle of his command. All enemy personnel were to be dis­
armed and all war IIlD.terial dWllped and guarded. The German Com­
monder was, moreover, to bo rosponsiblo for the maintenance of
his own troops. (AEF: 45/1 Cdn Corps/C/F: Brief Historical
Outline of the Occupation of North-Wast Holland by 1 Cdn corps,
Appx lIAIf)

783. A like ceremony was enacted in 1 Cdn Corps'
sector at Wageningen, where on the pame day Lt-Gen Foulkes accept­
ed from Col-Gen Blaskowitz the surrender of the German forces in
the Western Netherlan1s. (W.D., G.S., H.Q., 1 Cdn Corps, May 1945:
Appx 43, 1 Cdn Corps Post h~rtem No.5)
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784. Following the locel surrenders to Lt-Gen Simonds
and Lt...(j.en Foulkes, on 6 May Gem.ral Crorar sent a directivo to
Col-Gen Blaskowitz concerning tho surrender of all his existing
cOIllLland and defining his respons:.bilities and chain of command.
This reads in part:

1. By virtue of the powers vQ3ted in me, I authorize Lt­
Gon Charles Foulkes, General Officer Commanding 1
Canadian Corps, to accept your surrender and signature
on behalf of your present command. Your area at res­
ponsibility extends to the NETHERLANDS and that part of
GERMANY lying VIEST of the River WEBER, includi ng the
FRISIJ,N Islands as far EAST as inclusive ALTE MEWM
and W!~GEROOGE, and NORTH of the general line ••~
·DELMENHORST - CLOPPEr"WRG - NORDHORN - LINGEN •••

2. The General Officor Commanding 2 CP.~adian Corps has
already accepted the surrender of all the German
Forces wi thin that porti on of GERMiJIY lying within your
area of rosponsibility as dofined in paragraph I above.

(W.D., G.O.C.-in-C., First
Cdn l;:ro.y, May 1945: Appx ''E'')

This directive waB given to Col-G~n Blaskowitz on tho same day at
a meeting held by Lt-Gen Foulkes (W .Ds., Chief of Staff and "G"
Plans, 22 cit, and G.S., H.~. I Odn Gorps, 6 May)

"THE SI'lUl.TION OF FmST CDN ARMY leT 0800 HOURS 5 Mb.Y 45

785 For the Canadians in Europe the war was over.
Most of General Crerar's troops had been in action until the last
monent. An eXWilple of this ooy bo ta1cen froD the operations at
4 Cdn Armd Div, on whose front tho Canadian Grenadier Guards
(22 Cdn i~md Regt) had been fighting their way forward through­
out 4 May. The Grenadiers proudly record this in words that any
other regiment might havG echoed - lithe end came when wo were
out in front pushing on". (W.D., 22 Cdn Armd Regt, 4-5 May 45)

786. Fron other localitios along the Canadian front
CaI:1e simlar stories of heatod action right up to the last.
Some units of tbrnations such as 2 Cdn Inf Div, 3 Odn Int and
Pol Ar~d Div could be found in concentration proparing for another
attack. Everyone had heard runo~~ of capitUlation but no one
allowed even the strongest of theso to interfere wi th tho thought
of and preparation for nora offensive action. (W.Ds" G.8.,
H.~. 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Divs, 2-4 May 45)

787. The troops thenselves took the news of victury
calmly. Major G.L. Cassidy, D.S.O., the historian of the
Algonquin Regt, recounts hoW the ~ess~ge to stand down reached
him -

By the dim da.sh-bulb light of tho carrier, the words
seemed to dance before onefs 9yes. Down the road,
the tanks, Dotors runbling throatily, were crowded
With Den Waiting to ride up to a bnttle that was not to
coco off. How appropri:lte to walk down tho colunn in
the gathering darkness and to give, with nore nenning
then it ever had before, the "washout" signal. IIC1imb
down, lads. Itts all O'V3r. Allover".

(Cassidy, Warpath, 22 cit, 1>328)

ii See Appx "Kll
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There were no cheers. There was little sign of emotion•. One
oould hear the motors of tanks in their laagers and the olink of
shovels as the men dug into the black earth. Few words wero
spoken_

788. The merning of 5 May dawned bright and olear.
Urged by the news of the previous night, most of the Canadians
had taken advantage of the situation to get their first night.s
untroubled sleep in months. But when they woke they found that
the victory callod for further efforts, and as the morning passed
each divisional headquarters received fresh instructions which
in turn were passed to all units. These directions doalt mainly
wi th:

(0)

l~l

Local surrend. or probloms.
Establishment of cv.rn.mwlications.
Disarmament of enomy soldiers' personal weapons.
Similar dis~ament of unit nnd formations we~pons,

such ['.8 morta.rsj
the surrender of guns, t~nkst and SP equipmants;
the surrender of technical storesj
the movement of enemy troops and their futuro
ndministrntion wi thin c. prescribed area.

(2 Cdn Inf Div, Weekly
Summary of Ops and Act­
ivities, ~ oit, 6 -
12 May 45)

789. With the exoeption of those of 2 Cdn Inf Div the
forward positions aoross 2 Cdn Corps front had not ohanged muoh
during tho twenty-four hours preceding tho "ceaso fire ll • 4 Cdn
Inf Bde and its battalions moved up to concentrate on tho woodod
areas south-east of Rastode. (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, 4 May
45). 5 Cdn Inf Bde, having handed over to 3 Cdn L.A.A. Regt,
also moved into unit canoontretion arona on the northern fringes
of Oldenburg. (W.Ds., R.H.C., Calg P~ghrs, R. de Mais, 3 Cdn
L.A.A. Regt, 4 May 45; also W.D., H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf Bde May 1945,
Appx 13, Message log, sorials 1058, 1059, 1060). 6 Cdn Inf Bde
remained in the western side of the city. (Vi .D., H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf
Bdo nnd units, 4 ~nd 5 May 45). 8 Cdn Reece Regt, however, was
one unit Whioh was in aotion to the very last momont. Working
on the rand Oldenburg - Meerkirehen (3819), "A" and "c" Sqns
met stiff opposition and wfferod qui to hoavy losses in man and
scout oars. (W.D., 8 Cdn Reooe Regt, 4 May 45)

790. Neither of the brigades of 4 Cdn Armd Div nor 2
Odn Armd Bda carried out any tactical moves forward after last
light on 4 May. (W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Div, 4 Cdn Armd Bde,
10 Cdn Inf Bde, 2 Cdn Armd Bda, 4 May 45). The Poles, however,
had started to feel their way forward onco again, and were in
cont~ct with Gorman infrntry and sclf-~ropollod guns north and
south-oast of Asterderfeld (1329 - 1429) when news of ths "oease­
fire" reaohed Maj-Gen M:lIlzek.. (AEF: 45/2 Cdn Corps/c/H, Docket
III, May 1945, folio 48, sitrep No. 610 dated 05000lB from H.Q.
2 Cdn Carps to H.Q. First Cdn Army). Our lines south-east of
Emdon and on the approaches to Aurioh remained unchanged. (W.Ds.,
H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div; 7, 8, and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes, 4 - 5 May 45)

791. The surrender to Field Marshal Montgomery was
actually but ono in n drnmntic succession. On 5 May Nineteenth
German Army, and on the follOWing day tho whole of German Army
Group "Gil, censed r esist:mco to 6 A:rmy Group. On? May the war
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in Europe eeoc to an end when all German land, sea and air forces
were unconditionally surrendered at Rheins to the Allied Expedit­
ionary Forces and tho Soviet High Comncnd. The instrument was
signed in Berlin shortly after midnight on 8/9 May. (Report by
the Supreme Comnender, 2£ cit, p. 119 - 120)

CONCLUSION

792. Reviewing the campaign as a wholo, General Crerar
has givan an approxi!!l£l.tion of the nunbar of en 8I:1Y prisoneri
captured by First Cdn .~.;5,355 were taken in ,~ril 1945 •

Excluding the considcrcble Gercnn forces in the occupied
Netherlands cnd on the Ger.uan coastline between the
estuaries of the Ems and WeBer, of which Dore than
185,000 remained to be tnken under my control es capit­
ulated troops, tho nunbar of prisoners taken during
this period was over 50,000. The total nu~ber captured
sinco 23 JUl thus exceoded 190,000. In ten months of
continuous fighting, always on the left eed vital flank
of the allied armies and ovor the most difficult mil­
itary country, First Canadi~n Army had encountered und
defeated no fewer than fifty-nine divisions of the
German Wehrmacht. Those divisions had ranged from the
inflation! SS and tenacious Pnrntroo~ to the mDdiocrc
"Training II formations nnd others drawn from the German
navy end air foroe. But throughout the canpaign we had
always been opposed by tho bost forces available to the
Gernan High Connnand.

(General Crerar's Despatch,
2£ cit, para 46)

793. The casualties**suffered by First Canadian Army
from 0600 hours 1 Apr 45 to 0600 hours 6 May 45 amounted to 388
officers and 5455 other renks killed, wounded and Dissing. Of
these numbers 314 officors, anG 4461 other ranks were Canadians.
For the Whole of the oc.opaign in North-West Europe frOD 6 Jun 44
to 5 May 45 (inolusive) our losses totalled 3680 officers and
44, ~'7 2 other ranks. In coraparison, the enomy's casualtios
proved to be much grenter; bosidos tho vost counts of prisoners,
his dead and long-tera wounded ron into nany thousands. (Ibid:
Appx "K" to this Report; elso i.E]': ';5/First Cdn Arr:ty/L/F Dooket
V, Enemy Casualties; ulso Hist Seo file 215Cl.98(D301) POW
Evacuotion reports)

794. In this last phase, the Army's operations froD the
Rhine to the Weeer, the North Soa, and the Ijsse~eer differed
considerably in their nature from such heavy and daliberate
actions as those which had carried 21 Aroy Group's winter offen­
sive through ,the Reichswald. MOvement was SWifter, tho end DOre
clearly in view. General Crerar's formations were Dore diver­
gently und variously employed. There was Width and depth to the
battlefield, the offensive covering distances greater then a
hundred and fifty niles fran north to south, ~~d fron east to west,

~ First Cdn ,trmy Intolligonce Swoncry, 2£ oit, N~ 307 dated
3 May 45. Part II. "Eneuy Strengths"

lOi See l..ppx "BII to this Report.
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Whereas these forces had proviously been concentrated for the
nain onslaught against the eneny between the rivers south-east
fron Nijnegen on a front scarcoly twenty niles across, they were
here spread out over great tracts of territory. Once the crossing
of the Rhine had been affected by Second British hrny, there
developed u running fight carried on botween linos and centres
of resistance hurriedly inprovised by eneDy forces, a large
proportion of v/hon only the nost c.gile and ingenious staff work
was able to bring and hold togother.

795. After the Rhino no barrier of any conpnrable inpor-
tanco renained to block tho caroh oastwards. The numerous minor
waterways of this part of Europe, such as the Ijssel a.nd the
Kusten ennal wero c.nong tho nare foroidable of obstacles 6tl.Oount­
ered and they presented tactical hind rc.nces. These were over­
oome in due course, but only as the result of the nost determined
contest by the Canadians, for tho eneEy never foIl into such a
utate of disorganization cs to be unable or unWilling to defend
hinself. On the contrary, the paratroops fought well and bitterly
to the end. Thct thoir Qofeat had beeone only a natter of tine
was in itself sUfficiont testinony to the devotion and brav~ry of
all r£lIlks engaged under General Crero.r's connanfl in those last
angry battles across streno and bog, the outcone of Which was to
press the Gorcnns always closor to tho soa. Happily, tho
casualties sustained wero proportionally fewer than in other
nore closely fought phases of tho canpaign.

796. With tho arrival of the 1st Canadian Corps fron
the Mediterranean tho Jl..I"f...l,}' h~d becone prcdomnantly Canadian in
couposition, but it still conprised certain British and Allied
fornations r.nd units. 1U10ng these the 49th (West Riding) Div­
ision had been undor cOI:![lnnd for nearly six nonths, nnd the 1st
Polieh i~Doured Division fran the early days in Nornnndy. This
honourablo and vnliant associ~tion, so easy and n~tural as between
the nations of the British Conconwoalth, ~~d thus beon proven no
less effective where troops of other nationalities were involved.
That tho l..:rLJY under his con.;.m.nd oodo an international entity wes
a ciroUDstanco which General Crerar was apt to ronark upon as
having wider signitic~ce far the futuro.

797. Again, the support of the R.A.F.* provided the
ground troops both with continuous and accurate information on
the movement and observable intentions of the enemy, and with a
weapon v/hich on many a notable occasion 1b3yll:lt) able to lnng to b.§er
with most satisfying results. The intimate association between
General Crerar 1 s Headquarters and the Headquarters of Air Vioe­
Marshal E.C. Hudleston, C.B., C.B.E., the Air Officer Commanding
the 84th Tactical Group, remained· as one of the di stinguishing
oharaoteristios of both. .

798. From the caloulated risk of 6 Jun 44 to the day of
victory in Europe, tho Canadians and their *llies fought for
three hundred and thirty-three days. The Canadian soldier could
now look back upon eleven months of hard fight ing, most of it
very bloody. That he had do no his share, no man can doubt, and
in due course, the Supreme Commander was to write as follows:

In attempting very briefly to assess the factors under­
lying the Allied success in this campagn, I would stress
the importance of throo episodes as being the most
decisive in insuring Victory. The first of these was
the battlo of tho Normandy beaches ••• The seeond vital
battle was that of the Fnlaise pocket •.• The third

* See Appx "L".
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decisive phase in the campaign consisted of the battles
west of the Rhine during February and March •.•

(Report of the Supreme
Commander, ~ cit,
p. 121)

799. Canadian soldiers had played a main part in all
three of these episodes. Near the Normandy beaches, around
Falaise, and in the Rhineland, as well as at many points be­
tween these places, the proof of the unflagging effort of
Canada's soldiers towards the complete and final victory will
be found. It 1s there for all men to seo.

800. This report was prepared by Cept P.A. Mayer,
R.C.I.C .• who fought as company commander with the Alq R.
thrOUghout the operations described. Capt J.C. Newlands.
P.p.C.L.r., R.C.I.C., also contributed to this work, and was
responsible for producing paras 659 to 717.

(: t£,/'/},"'-:I-""-'" (q. /- / -
(C.P. StaUey) Colonel

Director
Historical Section




