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There the Westminstors concluded the day'!s action. (W.D.,, Westmr
Re 30 Apr 45)

709, Early morning of 1 May found "C" Coy C.B, Highrs
moving slowly in the cold and wets It cleared area (452276? and
went on to its final objoctive (455278). Being firmly establishe-
ed by 0109 hours, the company had baken 50 prisonerss '(.W.D.,

C.B. Highrs, 1 May 45). As this cction completed Phase II of the
attack on Delfzijl, Lt-Col Sommervillc ordered the beginning of
Phase III, "D" Coy sct out accordingly, picking up flame-throwers
as it went through "A" Coy, The ¥Wasps had to be left behind in
"Ch" Coy aree w8 the track alons the top of the dyke was impassable
to vehicles, After procieding about 200 yards, the company meb
encmy resistence in tho form of mortaring, shelling, and small
arms fire from the viecinity of Delfzijl harbour. %Ibid) Artillery
fire was called dwn, thus cncbling "D" Coy to get on and eventually
reach a point about 100 yards from its objeuctive. Onco again
encny resistance flared up, and in the ensuing fire fight the

Cape Bretons began to run short of awmunition, %C" Coy was instr-
ucted to organizo a pnrty to tnke some to "D" Coy, but this failed
to get through and D" Coy's poglition rapidly became worsc, The
C.0., then dceidel that the beost way Go assist was to procced with
Phase IV, and so outflank tho ecnemy position, Consequently, "B"
Coy wes ordered forwnrd to secize the railway station in Delfzijl
(463271)s Meenwkilc, "C" Coy had rcported enemy small arms and
morter fire wmirz from (452274). Since this position was on

the provosed route of M"B"™ Coy the inrormation was passed to it
with orders to clcar up the opposition beforc advancing beyond
this point, "D" Coy's situation detoriorated still further,.

Once again more ammunition was requested and a second party was
ordered forward, In the meantimc "3" Coy's attack, supported by
a troop of 8 N.B.,d, tanks and liberal use of smoke, got underway.
Some troubLle was sxporiencod as it was now daylight. One ftank

was knocked out by mmti-tonk fire, but those remaining were able
to destroy one of tac guns. By 0720 hours "B" Coy were on its
objective, clearing it up agzinst somc opposition. The smoke now
permitted a platoon from “C" Cuy to rcach "DY Coy with ammunition
and its situation was rostored. (Ibié, 11 Cdn Inf Bde, Ops Log,
op cit, serial 27, 1 Mny 45; 11 Can Irf Bde Report on Ops, op cit)e
"B® Coy Perth R. was sont to take up o firm base position in
Uitwierde (4327) in order~ %o rcloase "A"™ Coy C.B. Highrs for
fuﬁther moves, (11 Can Inf Bde Ops Log, op cit, serial 26, 1 May
45

7104 The finael stage of C.B,., Iighrs attack on Dolfigjl
was rapidly concluded and saw the wholesale surrender of the
German garrison, At 0950 hours "B" Coy set out on the tanks and
by goi flat out rcached its objective, the Railway Station
(46327??. As soon as bthe tanks entcered town, white flags appeared
and all organized resistance ceascd. (11 Cdn Inf Bde Ops lLog,
ég-gi&, scerial 27, 1 May 45). "B" Coy's Commander advised Lt-Col
ommerville that tho preosence of an additional company in Delfzijl
would likely securc thce complete surrcender of the garrison,
(W.D., C.B. Highrs, 1 May 45). Accordingly, the latter ordered
"A" Coy to pass through "B" Coy and bogin the mopping up. Ib
reached the town by 1120 hours and pushed forward to the canal,
shortly afterwards gotting onc platoon over into the southern
part of town. ©Some slight resistanco was mect, but by early after-
noon enemy action had cocased, Ag svon as "B" Coy enbored tle
station the pressurc on "D" Coy had been reolicved, and the latter
moved forward to take the gun arca in Delfzijl harbour (463271).
It reported enecmy troops attempting an cvacuation by sea in small
boats and artillery firc was brought down on them, sinking some,
The Scout Pl was sent to Bicsum (4427) and reported it clear.
(W.D., C.B. Highrs, 1 May 45). By 1600 hours the company positions
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were reported as follows: A" Coy (458270), "B" (457270), "C"
(455278) and "D" Coy, (46327%)e. This concluded C.B. Highrs
fighting in the Second World War, as certain routine patrols,
taking place at a later date, produced no enemy reaction, (Ibid,
1 May 45; 1l Cdn Inf Bde Ops ILog, op cilb, serial 45, 1 May 4%)

711, During 1 May 13.C.D, carried out various tasks which
included supporting fire for C.B, Highrs?! attack on Delfzijl and
some local patrolling. *C" Sqn carried out the firs tasks, en-
gaging targets at a factory (442263}, railway embankment (454269)
and Delfzijl (456267), A4t 1230 hours "A" Sgn was ordered to chec
the road and railway from Appingedan to Delfzijl. A patrol went
out and revorted back nt 1530 hwurs with the information that
there were two dcmolitions and somc mines, A second patrol from
"A" Sqn proceeded to a Tactory ub (423256), finding it clear

and on to houses (433252), whore somc opposition was met. IE
then returned with 24 priscncrs, suffcring two wounded, Further
parties went out botwoecn 1700 houwre ond 1545 hours, checked build-
ings in the Appingedam orcea, and roturncd with a few more prison=-
ers and captured cnemy smoll arms,., A group composed of dismounte
ed personnel from "A" Sgn and o troop of tanks from WA"™ Sgn
supplied a covering ferce for sappers construeting a bridge at
(452259)s Shelling had been scverc nntil 1200 hours, but tapered
off ond was only occasional throughout the night. (W.,D., 9 Cdn
Armd Regt, 1 May 45)

112. In Ir R.C,; sector nothing of importancc occurred
on 1 May. Thc battalicn remaincd with its forward c ompanies in
Hoveskes (4824) awaniting the schedul.d attack on Weiwerd (4724),
which was plannud for 0001 hours on 2 Maye. Shelling continued
throughout thc day nnd "G" Coy suffurcd o fow casualties. (W.D.,
Ir R.Cey 1 Moy 45)

713, Westmr R, (Mot) concludcd its last action of the
war on the 1 May, with no fighting, Scvere shelling from both
light and heavy calibre guns from the area of the Reider Spit
continued until 0300 hours, when 211 guns became silent, A
Russian ex-prisoncr who mnde his woy from the German gun posit-
ions stated thnt the guns were to bo destroyed and the positions
evecuated during darkn.ess, This wos oroved to be true when =
patrol from "C" Coy found tho placc deserted at 1300 hours, Thus
ended the war far the Westminsters. Thoy had taken over 700
prisoners and much cnomy cquipment for the total cost of four
killed and 15 woundod. (W.D., Westmr R., (Mot) 30 Apr 45)

i After the repcrtced surrcnder of the Commander of
the Delfzijl nren to Ir R.C., C.B, Highrs wore ordered to clear
the arca between the Damstor river and the Eoms canal as far as
the north - south road from (430245) to (433254). AS German
communications wore known to bo very poor it was enticipated that
certain cnomy positicns would not hove hward of thoir commendort's
surrcnder, Therefore "C" Coy, thoe clearing group, was given

Wasp Tlemo-throwers and tanks as sapsort. Although, it was found
impossiblc to get the vehicles over the canal, this procaution
proved to bc unneeccssary, for no opposition was met., The company
returned at 1355 hours, having coubrotod IT R.C. and B.C.D.
(WoDn, Ir thcg 2 D‘Bly 1'}"‘15)

g B.CuD. carricd out further patrolling on 2 Moy
without encountering any cncmy react on, The C.B.H., Wore contacte
od during the aftornoon and thy regimont!s active operations
onded, . (W.D., 9 Cdn irmd Rogt, 2 uny 45)
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116, Ir R.C.'s attack for tho 2 M2y 45 was planned as
follows, M“A" Coy was tc pags through "C" Coy to take the west
holf of Weiward (4724), then "C" Coy would follow on and take

tho cast halfy after this was comploted, "D® Coy would move up
along the dyke from Oterdum (5024) nnd toko Farmsum (4625); “B"
Coy was to be in resveve, L6 0001 hours the adv:iice starteds

it Coy moved quickly behind an cotillory barrage ond entered the
town at 0045 hours, trkinrg tho ercmy by surprise, Before the
Goermans could recover they had mede their way through and seized
the bridges on tho west intaect. “C" Coy followed as planned,

and the two companies prcceedcd tu clenr the town. Opposition
was fairly stiff, but by 0300 hours the job was finished and many
prisoners had surrundoreds "D¥ Coy, mennwhils, had been advanc-
ing elong the dyke, but was held up by w minefield north of
Heveskes losing four killed., The Commending Officer therefore
altered his plan and comnittod his reserve through Weiwerd direct-
ed on Farmsum, At 0500 hours "B" Coy struck through "AY Coy,
supported by tanks, . firc fight ensued, and at first it looked
as if the enemy intended to continue resistance, /A sudden collapse
put an end to these intentions cné tho German commander asked for
surronder torms, The Ir R.C, diarist wrote:

at 0640 hrs thc Goman camanier sent en 0fficer to

"B" Coy HQs under a flag of truce with a request for
torms of surrcnder, Hec was told the only terms were
unconditional surrender of the whole German Garrison
in thc arca. Hc agroed and at 0700 hrs the COMINDING
OFFICER LT. COL. L.H.C. P.YNE rcceived the surronder of
the CERMIN C/RRISON from tho GERM/IN COMMU.NDER., COL,
W.LTERS at GERLMN HE.DQU/RTERS, F/RMSUM (MR. 4&3257
Shect 2607 1/25,000),

The enemy prisoner count amounted to 1,386, and o good deal of
ocneny equipment of nll inds was Lakon, The attack cost the

Irish fivo killoéd nand 16 wounded, indic-ting its determination and
skill, The Soccond World War wns now over for the Ir R.C. (W.D.,
Ir R.C., 2 Way 1945) |

117« The Gornan surrcnder in Delfzijl marked the end of
fighting for 5 CGdn /irnd Dive, The poriod 0700 hours 2 May to the
end of the war, was spent in regrouping and uneventful guard
duties along the northern coast of Holland, It will be seen from
the foresmoing account thet the batitle fur Delfzijl was really a
brigade operation, with assistance and general direction fron
?ivisigg?l Headquarters, (5 Cdn Arna Div Ops Iog, op cit, 2 May -
May i e

*®
OPERATIONS OF 1 CDN CORPS 19-27 APR 45

718, Meanwhile the operations by 1 Cdn Corps in Western
Hollend had been concluded in dramatic style,

While the successful thrust of 5 Cdn Armd Div had
prgctically destroyed the cnemy forces BAST of the
Grebbe line thore was still considerable territory to
be "walked over" before it would be safe to prepare
an agsault on the socond line of def, Moreover the

%# Refercnce naps: G.S.C.S. 2541, Holland 1:100,000 Sheet 2 -
Utreeht: aleo Lppx WIn,
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higher cond had decided that 5 Cdn /[rmé Div should be
withdrawn fromn under cord 1 Cdn Corps and used by 2
Cdn Corps., It was thereforc docided not to assault
the GREBBE LINE immcdietely. 49 (WR) Inf Div exol

49 Recce were o eLean up the NORTH bk of the NEDER
RIJN for a limited distancc,

(Outline of Ops 1 ¢cdn Corps
in clearing Western Holland,
Lpr 1945, op cit)

49 (W.R.) Inf Div had already occupiocd Ede, Bennekom (5880) and
Wageningen (5776) with 147 and 56 Ini Bdes and by 21 Apr hed
strong company positions bascd 211 alorg the line Barneveld -
Lunteren - Ede - Wageningen, Patrols were pushed out to the
water dofenccs of the Grebbe linc without any substantial contact
and, beyond occasionnl clashed with German patrols, no further
activity occured in this scetor. (Ibid)

7194 However, there still remcined a large area bounded
by the Ijssel River, the Ijsselneer, and the line Deventer -
Harderwijk, where the Allies had not penetrated, Therefore, on
the morning of 19 Apr, 49 (Brit) Recce Regt was positioned to

the north of iLpeldoorn togotihcr withh tanks of 11 Cdn Armd Regt,

a company of 1/4 K.0.Y.L.I., and sone sclf-propelled artillery,
with orders to clear up any enery Tound north of Apeldoorn, (LEF:
1 Cdn Corps/C/H Docket I: 1 Cdn Corps Ops Log 18 Apr 45, serial
26)e At the sanc tire 1 Cdn Inf Bde, supported by the light
tanks of 12 Cdn «armd Regt wase dirccted to sweep the wooded areas
(5809) to its front. While thesc actions progressed the troops
of 2 CdnLelsdAeRegt who haod boeon holding the right flank enlisted
the aid of soue two hundred Dutch Nationals and cleared the

donsly wooded land north-west of Arahen, successfully reaching
Epe (8118), Nunspecoct (672L) wxd Hardorwijk. (Ibid, also W.Dse
H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde, 11 and 12 Odn Li1d Regts, 2 Odn L.hed. Reg%,
19=21 Lpr 45)

7204 By this time the 49 Rocce Regt Group had swopt on
between the woods and the Ijssel 2ivoer to clear Kampen (7742) at
the mouth of the river and then swinr south to occupy the villages
of Elburg, Nunspeot (6721) ¢nd Hiecrdcn (5919)

Amazingly little opposn remained and the civs confirmed
the report of the sca ovacuction of the elts who had
retircd fron APEIDOORN. The GERMANS who were encount-
cred offeorod little resistanco and over 1,000 PW were
acquired during the daye J Cdn Inf Bde aiso carried
out thoir part of the prograrme and retired intoc div
res,

(Outline of Operations, 1 Cdn
Corpe in the clearing of West-
crn Holland, «#pril 1945,

op eit).

¢ 721, Meanwhilc on the left Maj-Gen H,W. Fosterts
brigades completcd the relicf of 5 Cdn «rmd Div and faced west,
with 3 Cdn Inf Bde on the right and 2 ¢dn Inf Bde on the left,
The West Novas who took over at Putten ¢ ontinued to press on down
the nain coastal road with flanking clenents along the shores of
the Ijssclnecr, (Ibid)

By the morning of the 21st thoy were firmly o8t in the
wooded arca in squarc 4706 on the Eastern edge of the
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flooded secction and were ssnding out patrols of cars-
riers and inf to cirele the inundations and gpproach
thce outer defs of the GREBPE LINE. On their left CARLT
& YORK R occupicé NIJKLURY. while R 22e R had fwd coys in
DRIEDORP 74804, Both tie latter units nainteined vig-
orous petrols fwd and contiactoed eneny outposts just in
front of the water barrier Z.ST of AMERSFOORT E3897.

2 Cdn Inf Bde had L, EDMY R RIGHT and PPCLI LEFT with
SELFORTH of C in res, L EDMN wereo astride the nain
highway azouné rd jet E509929%4, thce PPCLI were conc
around the VIEST of BiRNEVLID.

(Ibid)

Both battalions naintaincd aggrossive patrols to dominate the
open zround betweon their forward arcas ond the Grebbe Linos (Ibid;
2lso WSD'E“ H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, L. Edun Rey P.PeC.L.T., 20-21

Apr 45

=
THE LAST ADVINCE TC THE GHREBBE LINE, 21-27 APR 45

7224 Throughout this last weck of operations, Lt-Gen
. - Foulkes! nen kept on pushing patrols further forward towards the
Grebbe line,

WEST NSR scent a patrol around the Southern edges of the
flooded area which extended zbout 2,000 yds from the
ZUIDER ZBE between Eastings 40 =nd 43, The patrol
reachod SP.KENBURG 23909 during the night 21 fpr. A
Coy posn wag e¢s8t therc next day but this was finally
turned over to Duteh Resishtance units while the rest of
the bn romained cone azouant WULLENHOVEN Z4705 till
they adv to ralieve the C.RLT & YORK R on 26 .pr,

(Outliince operations of 1 Cdn
Corpe in the clocaring of
Wostorn Holland, fpril 1945,
op ¢it)

. - The latter unit mmde g scrics of spoctacular patrols in carriers
to sweep over the ground botween “he inundations and Jmersfoprt, The
battalion followed up these pnatrols nnd by the norning of 25 i4pr
had three of its forward cormprnici on the 38 easting fron north-
ing 04 to northing 01, cccupying ilar (3800) with the fourth
conpany. (Ibid; also W.D., Carlt ond Y.R., 23-25 Apr 45)

123« Re 226 R, nade a parnllel advance on the left and
finally established compenics between Han (3800) and the railway
junction (403%996) to the south, .. for Brigesdier M.P., Bogertt!s
fornation: '

2 Cdn Inf Bdeo adv fron their conc area around Barneveld
with L EDIMN R RIGHT, PPCLI CENTRE, SELFORTH of C LEFT.
Their fwd posne werc as feilows: L EDMN I from HOEVE-
I/KEN E 4399 to tho woods in square 4397, PPCLI HQ in
ACHTTRVELD B4695 and £wd coys astride the highway at

® Referencc naps as for para 727; also Lppx “JIW,
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Bastings 455, SEAFORTH of C astride the 46 Easting fron
Northings 94 to the div bdy.

(Outline operations of 1 Cdn
Corpg in clearing of Western
Liolland, April 1945, op cit)

T84, 49 (W.R.) Inf Div alsc nade linited advances,
particularly on its right, wherc the battalions of 147 Inf Bde
had edged forward to within two miles of the line Scherpenzeocl
(4589) =~ Llemswoude (4988) = Dc Klomp (5285)

On the IEFT 1/4 KOYLI roclicved S.W.B. during the night
23/24 Apr and adv to posus aboub 1,000 yds short of
GELDZRSCH VEENEWD/JLL E5083, The remainder of 56 Inf
Bde roencined in BENNEKOM and WAGENINGEN .

(Ibid)

Lt-Gen Foulkes front had thus been brought up to a line fron
Spakenburg on the Ijssclrieer to Wageningen on the Neder = Rijn,
These positions remained the same during the process of negotiat-
ions which resulted in the feeding of the Dutch and the final
surrender of the Gernans in 25 Lrny Group. (Ibid)

=
THE MAAS LIVER LINE, 22 -Apr - 4 MAY 45

7254 Much further te the west along the soggy dykes
lining tE% Maas River towards the sea, Hsadquarters Netherlands
District™ (under Goneral Crerar?s corrand) kept constant watch
for the Army Cormander had roccived poursistent reports that the
eneryy was vacating the Bormelecrwaard, the Land van Altena, and
the Biesbosch, Patrols which crcssced the river during the night
22/23% Apr had confirncd this., (First Cdn Arny Liaison Officers
Reports op cit, fpril 1945, dabed 2314445B)s In comnenting on
this developnont General Qrerar stated:

I consider it to ve desircbhble, therefore, that our
forces should patrol agpressively up to the line of the
Waal, mndé in order thet this should be done as part of

a co-ordinatoed plan of operations against the eneny
north of that river, Headquarters Nethorlands District,
carie under niy cormand ot nidnight on 23 fipre The encuy!':
ability to establisgh hinself tomporarily on the Grebbe
linc, howcver, encouragcd hin to retain his hold on the
Bormelorwaard and the linc of the Maas, and the position:
cstablished by the Roycl Netherlands Brigade at Hedel

® Roferenco naps: G.5.G.S5. 2541, Holland, 1:100,000 Sheet 5--=
telcrtogonbosch, Shout 4-— Robberdam,

¥% The story of the activitics of H.Q. Netherlands Distriet and
of the nany units which cane under its command mey be found
in the following docunentbs:
(a) First cdn Arny Ops Log, op ¢it April - May 1945,

(b) First Cdn srny Liaison Officers Reports, op cit, April -
May 1945,

These ectivitics worc confined mnoinly to patrolling and
observation,
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were attacked by elemcnts of the 36lst Infantry Div-
ision, The eneny was rcpulsed, but as it was not nmy
intention to become involved with only linmited res=-
ourcses in the unfavourablec teorrain betwcen the rivers,
the Notherlnands troops, and those of the 116th Royal
Marine Brigade which had tnaken possession of Alen
Islond, were withdrawn,

(General Crerar's Despateh,
op ¢it, para 37)

Many troops other than these of 116 Ind Bde, R.M., and Royal
Netherlands Bde, spent long hourc in woatehing over this flank;
these included rmen of 4 Cdo Bde, 3% .[rnd Bde Gp, 1 H.C.le, 1 Belg
Fus Bn,, 1/3 Dutch Lt Ini' Bn, sovoral Dutch Independent Infantry

. companies, and 62 A. Tk Regt R.C.4i. Support was provided by
elenents of 90 Fd Regt (S5.P.), 7 ied kegb, 112 H.i.L. Regb (all
of the Royal irtillery) and & Duteh 25-pounder battery, (First
Cdn jirny Lisison officers report, %thit, Ge. Ops H.Q. Netherlands
District, April 1945, dated 0614308, nlso Trace "P" attached,
situation Trece ns of 45, also rcoort doted 081200B)

=
TRUCE IN THE WESTEIN NITHERLANDS, 28 Apr 45

7264 Actually, fron 27 fpr on, veyond the activity of patrols
no further offensive action was tiken agoinst the enemy in the
western Netherlands, Everywhere else the Gernan nilitary position
was collapsing and the will of the garrison of "Fortress Holland"®
to hold out in so isolated ahd hepeless a situation depended
only on the precarioug existence of Lho cantral authority of the
Reichs That the locel commoné was willing to accept thoe in-
evitable when the time came, meamviiilo preserving a posture of
defence, was made known to Llliocd Intelligence through the agency
of the Dutch Foreces of the Interiore. i ropresentative of the
Dutch Commender, infiltrated into cnony territory, had succesded
in entering into conferonec with Hitloert's representative, the
Reichskonissar, Dr Seyzs-Enquart, with the object of finding
gsone basis of agroanent betwecin tn: “oman forces auu the Allies,
. (W.Dses, Chief of Staff ané G.Plans, H.}, First cdn .rmy, May 1945:
4Lppx 5, scrial 1, SPO/46, 16 Lpr 45, llerorandun on Negotiations
between Dutch Forces of the Intericr and Scyss<Inguart in imsterdam!

7274 The Dutch Governnent had long been most anxiously
concerned about the fate of thoe inhobitants of the western
provinces, Therc two-fifths of a population of over 9,000,000,
largely concentrated in tho groat cities ¢f Amsterdam, Rotterdanm,
and Thc Hague, still lay under Germin domination, Those people
were nornally suppliod with food Trorn the surpluses of the cast-
ern parts of the country froii which they were now cut of, The
general strike on the Dutch railways boginning in September 1944,
tiie resultant refusal by the Germons to nove supplics thenselves,
the subsequent flooding of some 500,000 tc 800,000 acres of crcble
land, together with the Wehrriicht's own inroads upon existing
resources had prcduced a situniion of acubte shortage, 4As early
as the beginning of Oct 44 "it wns cvident to SHiLEF that the food
relief problem in Western Holland would be the most eritieal one
yet faced in North-Western Burcpe", (Ibid)

# Rgference maps as for para 727.



728, In these uvnhappy circumstances, political, mil-
itary and humane congiderations were all involved. The urgency
of rescue or sustenance, objects of continuous effort on the part
of the Dutch casbinet and the Queen, bhad been drawn t0 the per-
sonal attention of the heads of the governments of Great Britain
and the United States and referrcd also to the Supreme Cormmander.
ARF: A5/SHAEF/0/F Docket II, (Hict Sec File 205s1-043(1))

Relief for the Netherlands - a llonograph prepared by Hish Sec,
G=5 Division, OHARN: b0 Histories, lionographs and Sketches,

SHAEF /G-5/INFO /4800, Jun 45, page 1 et passim). Before the end
of Octobsr 1944 Genoral Risenliower, "on the grounds of humanity"®,
had already accepted preposals to zrant safe-conduct for thrcee
neutral vessocls bearing suppliss to cnter Dutch waters, a plan
in which the Geormens concurred. The arrival of thc ships was
delayed, the rclief inadoguabe, and by the end of March 1945
conditions in the heavily-vopulated orcas north of the rivers had
8till further deteriocrated.

eeshAdults had reccived no milk since January; children
under three snd nursing mothers no more than throe-
quarters of a litre per weck, No fats, no sugar, no
vegatables were to be had. Complete lack of coal had
almost entirely stopped thc production of gas,
electricity and steam, Without gas, no cooking or heat

. was possible, Without e¢lectricity, the sewage system
had brokcn down and sanitary conditions were critical.
Deaths from tubecrculosis, diptheria, diarrhoea and
enteritis had triplcd,

(Ibid, pe. 39)

129, As has been secn, it mmd not proved possible to
attempt to relievc the Dutch of thecir privations by further
offensive operations, A4 ccble sent “rom SHAEF on 27 Mar to the
Combined Chicfs of Staff infomod them that "so long as the enemy
continues cohesive resistance in Weshern Holland it is militerily
inadvisable to undertake operations West of Utrecht® (ibid),

The fact wes cmphasized tnat sueh an operation would not only
interfere with the major allicd e¢ffort ngainst the enemy in
Germany, but would in itself cause great suffering to the civil
population (ibid). The Dutch government was thus forced to turn
to the alternative of sonding in supnlies, if nocessary by drop-
ping them from the air, whilc tho encomy still remoined in occupaw
tion, It was to this end thot the Reichskomissar was approcched
through the agency of the Lorces of the Interior.

7504 Before tie conversotions began, the Dutch emissary
made it clear that they would not in cny way projudice the prin-
ciple of unconditional surrcndcr., Scyss-Inquart replied with
candour, He said that he had been ordered to hold out under ell
circumstances, and, if nccessary, to cause such demolitions and
inundations as would bring utter disaster to the western provinces
and probebly render thow for ycars uninhabitable. He suggested
that if the Allics wore to bring their advance to a stop short of
thc Grebbe Line, it would be unnccessary for him to hove such
harsh recourse, whilo at tho same time he would save face with
Berlin, He intimated further his willingness to relax the stern
measures hitherto enforced agoinst the civilain population, and
to render any assistance nceded for opening the port of Roﬁtcrd&m
in order to afford entry to borges bringing in supplics of food
and coales It was admitted that tho food available in the occupicd
toerritory could barely last thrco weeks, "In the eyes of the
Germon Government, howover, this would not be an excuse to surren-
der or to withdraw the order 1or the demolitions anmd inundations
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as laid down by this government", Nevertheless, both parties to
these negotiations felt that some agrecment could, and indeed
must, be reached in order to aveid widesprcad starvation and
discase, (W.Ds., Chief of Staff and "G" Plans, H.Q. First Cdn
Army, Mey 1945; as above),

731 Being appriged of Scyss-Inguart'!s rcception of
theso proposals, thc Dutch Prime Minister, Dr, Gerbrandy, thoen
on the Contincnt, returncd to England to confer with his cabinet,
and theroafter the notiter "was takon up at the highest govern-
mental lovels in San Froncisco", although it was rccognizod

that the immcdiztc doecision loy with SHAEF. Here again humanit-
arian considcrations provailed, ~ac on 25 Apr Gonoral Eiscnhower
cabled tho Tollowing message to thc Combincd Chiefs of Staff and
tho British Chicfs of Staff:

eseThe situation is so b2ad that somothing must bo done
to arrange for the introduction of food into Holland
by frec dropping and by cvery other possible mecans
even though the bost we can deo may be a small contrib-
ution in comparison with thc widespread destitution
which now cxists.

(Relicf for the Nethorlends,
SHAEF Monograph, Op cit, Pe 4C

The Supremc Commander proposcd to scnd a "very strongly worded
messago" to Col-Gencral Blaskcowitz ordering him, under threat of
treating him ané cach responsible membor of liis command as viola-
tors of the laws of war, to cc sc opening the dykes and to be
re2dy to assist in distributing the food to the starving people
for whose weclfare he was hold to be answorable, (Ibid)

1324 In order to imploment tho plan to drop food from
the air, SHAEF rcquostod Bombor Commend and the Bighth U.S. Air
Force to have 200 airereft ready. On the same day (23 Apr)
Brigadier C.C. Mann, Gonoral Crerar'!s Chief of Staff, ceconferred
with the Doputy Dircetor of Military Government and senior staff
officers to detorminc the aphroeximate tonnage which the First
Cdn Army could begin to move at shart notico by road and rail into
occupied territoryes The Canadians worc alsc ealled upon to make
arrangoments for a confercnce to be hoeld with the cnemy cn: 28 Apr.
On that day a truce came into coffcet, Lt-Gen Foulkes! troops be-
ing ordered not to fire on thc oncmy unlcss they wore attacked,
The meeting, held in tho school houso at Achturveld, a village
just within thce Canadian lincs and about five miles from [nmers-
foort, was attended on behalf of the Allics by representativoes
from SHAEF, the Netherlands authoritics (Prince Bernharé ané his
Chief of S%aff), 21 Arny Group, First Cdn Army, Nothorlands Dis-
trict, and thc U.S.S.R. (watching thc intorcsts of the Sovict
Govornmont), Preliminary talks with dclegatces of the Roichs~
komissar werce concludad satisfactorily and it was arranged for a
further discussion tc take plnce two days later. (Memorandum of
Negotiations with Gernan futhoritics in Western Holland op eit,
W.DSey G.S., H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps and H.Qe. 1 Cin Inf Div, 28 ﬁbr 45)

133, The delivery of supnlics by air was to have taken
place for the first timo on 28 Apr, but owing tou bad weathor had

to be postponed until tho followinz day. On that occasion, 239
aireraft tock part and 510 lung tons, conprising 550,000 rations,
were dropped intec the western provinces, Thercafter, the upcera-
tion was to continuc very effoctively until the Gemans capitulated,
(Relief for thc Notherlands, SHALF Munograph, op ¢it, De 41)
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T34 The second conference met in achterveld on 30 Apr,
the Allicd delegation being led by Lt-Goen W, Bedell-Smith, Chief
of Staff to Generzl Eiscnhower. Dr. Seyss-Ingquart brought a
group of cxports composed of high-ronking officers of ths thkree
services ond the Dutch Director Genoral of Foed, In a statc of
high execitement, the villugors gathorod in the stroet to wateh
portentous comings and goings, convinced that they held a promise
of release fron Ganger, hunger and opprussicn. (First Cdn /jrny
Intolligonce Summery op eit, No, 308, Lppx "D¥: Food for tho
Dutch, 4 May 45; also Hist Scc file 229C1 (12) Op "Faust" The
Focding of the Dutch)

1354 When ezroement had becn rcachod on the general
arrengencnts ror taking the food in, the conforence divided into
sub=cormittecs which disperscd to the classrooms to consider

the details. It foll toc the lot of Lt-Gen Foulkos to discuss
with Lt-Gen Plocher, cormandcr of 6 Parz Div, the conditions ¢
under which the convoys earrying iood night pass freely through
the lines, Their conversation medo no progress, however, since
Plocherts cormmand covered only a pert of the front, nor had he
been empowered to enter into any agreenent on behalf of Col-Gen
Blaskowitz, the Army Cormander, Ultinately, another meeting was
arrangcd for the next day, on the understanding that Sol-Gen
Blaskowitz would either be present himsolf or would scad an
officor with full subthority tec act on his behalf, In the moan-
time, the truce was to continuc, The Haval and idrforce delogetes
with Seyss-Inquart werc fortunatcly nore definite in negotiation,
and in full conforcnce the work of the gub-conmittees was co=
ordinated without further difficulty. (Ibid)

7364 It wes agreed bto oven the roed fron Wageningen to
a dump behind 'the oncniy's linus ab Rhenen on ths Nedor Rijn fron
0700 hours on 2 May. =t that tirns H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps would becone
rosponsible for scnding in 1,000 tons of food a dey from an
advanced stook pile already set ur at Hde, The work of distrib-
ution was to be undertaken by the Duteh civil authoritios, whon,
the Lllies were to provide with 200 lorries and the necessary
petrol for the purpose of ensuring =& ropid a dispersal as
possible throughout the country., (W.Ds., C. of S, and “G" Plans,
ggkoit, May 1945: Lppx 5, serial 8, Nctes token by Chief of Staff,

ST Cdn /rmy, at the Second Moeting of Lllicd Representatives
with Germ=n Representatives in Rogard toc the Feeding of the Dutch
in Western Holland, ifonday 30 Apr 45, paras 25-28; W.D., S. & T.
Branch, Roar H.,). 1 Cdn Corps, l-2 May 45)

15« Lt the subsequont noceting on 1 May Lt-Gen Foulkes
and Lt-Gen Reichelt, Chief cf Staff to Col-Gen Blaskowitz, agreed
upon a corridcr to be establisheld botween the opposing Toroces
fron the railway line through jrnhon anl Utrecht south to the
Woal at Ochten, Pending a furtihcr communication from the Gorman
Ce=in=Ce, Lt-Gon Foulkos undurtook to carry out no offensive
operations along the wholc of the front between the Ijsselmcer and
Walcheren, (W.Ds., C, cf S, 2nd "G" Plans, op cit, May 1945:
Appx 5, serial 9, Mocting between Lt-Genorel C. Foulkes, Comd

1 Cén Corps, and Lt-Gencral Reichelt, Chief of Staff to Col-Gen-
oral Blaskowitz, 1 May 45)
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: =
OPERATIONS OF SECOND BRITISH /RMY, 20 APR =~ 4 MAY 45

7384 While Canadian operations leading to the truce in
Western Holland and resulting in such vast successes west of the
Weser River had been in progress, Lb-Gon Dempsey's Second British
Army had flung the enemy oub of one position after another with
amazing rapidity and littlc loss to itself, On 19 Apr Sccond
Brit Army had 8 Corps on the »ighte, In this sector 11 Armd Div
was fast approaching the Elbe River Trom the north-west of
Uelzen (W9089), whilc to the nerth-cast 6 Airborne Div fulfilled
its task of flank protection aml flank contact along the Army
group boundary, In addition, Lt-Gen Barker (commanding € Corps)
had 5 Brit Inf Div and 15 (S.) Iuf Div roady to close up to the
Elbe Rivor between Bleckcde and Darchau and to £ill the gap
between 11 Armd end 6 Airborne Divs, (See para 327 to this report
and notcs on the operations of 21 Army Group, op cit, para 204?

739 In the contre 12 Brit Corps (commanded by Lt=Gen

Ne. Ritchie) had Gds Armd Div in Vigsclhovede, in Tostedt, and
closing on Zoven (0323); 53 (W.) ‘n® Jiv having takcen Verden was
about to pausc (bo allow 52 (L.) Inf Div to pasg through towards
Achim and then onto Bremen from the south-cast™ ) before going

on itself in the wake of Maj-Gen .deirts guardsmen, 7 Armd Div,
on the corpst! right flenk, was af YWellc and noaring Winssn butwas
in flank contact with 11 .rmd Div (sc. para 331 to this report,
also notes on Operations 21 jvmy (roup, op cit, also ARF: 45/Sec-
ond Brit Army/C/D Dockes I

T404 Llong the Canadians' eastorn boundary was 30 Brit
jJorps (under Lt-Gen Horrocks), with 43 (¥W.) Inf Div, 3 Brit Inf
Div and 51 (H.) Div approaching Bremon from the south and scuth-
west., (Sce para 335 of this report). Since the evening of 20
Jor, 51 (H,) Div had its forward elcments established duc west of
Belmecnhorst, On 21 Apr further dircetions were issued as followss

52 (L) Division
Continue ovnorations towards BREMEN,

3 British Division
Hand over LEFT scctor to 51 (H) Division (Wost
of road MACKENSTEDYT 6589 - HUCIHTING 6696) and
prepare tc nssault BREMEN West of the X WESER.

51 (H) Diviegion
Re-organisc and hold present fronbt in contect
with 3 British and 43 Divs

% Reforonce maps: G.S.G.5. 4346 Germany 1:250,000 Sheets L33 -
Hanover, L54 - Hamburg, M53 - Megdcburg,
M54 - Schwerinj
also Appx Wv,

#% 52 (L.) Inf Div was % pass to Lt-Gon Horrocks commnd on
19/20 Apr.for thc assault on Bromen,
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4% Division
To be preparcd to me-e from 22 Apr to concentrate
South of ACHTM.

(LEF:45/Second Brit nrmg/G/D
Docicet I, op ¢it, p. 382)

741, Despite limited advances on 21 Lpr, the main Corps
effort, which was tc be maede on the vight by 52 (L.) Inf Div,

did no% develop until cerly on 22 .ip°. By first light the heavy
night bombing cttack on fLchim scemed to have had the desired
offect, and by 0900 rours cloments of 52 (L.) Inf Div, haviag
captured and clcared «chim, werc pushing on to Uphuisen some
threo miles beyond, The atbtack cont nued on 23 Lpr when 43 (W,)
Div developed a thrust to cut the aasobahn north-east of ichim
before turning towards Bremen,

UPH.USEN was rcportocd clear of onemy soon after midday
on 23 ipr, while on the RICGHT 157 Brigado had reached
the autobahn at OYTEN 8696, During the afternoon
rceconnaissance clements el.ared two villages rospectivelg
twe ond four miles cast of OYTEN. 155 Brigede continued
the advenco throughout the night 23/24 Lpr end had
sccurcd MAHNDORF, their pgbjcetive for the night, by
first light, Oppoesiticn was fairly light, with the
excoeption of ertilleory firo. 43 Division had mean-
while ceptured HiBERILH 9993, on tho right flank,
against modorate opposition nnl pushed on to AHAUSEN.

By the ovening it hod roers :od HELIWEGE 0098, 129
Brigado moved ovor to rejo.n 43 Division late on 24

ipr. 43 Division rolicved 52 (L) Division ia the

OYTEN arca ir proparation “or cn cttack North-West on

25 .";PI‘.
(Ibid)
A2 Following another heavy bombing attack, 52 (L.)

Inf Div secured the built-up area on She southern cdges of
Bremen by 25 Apr. [ '

Medium bombing of BRELEN continued on 25 Apr for five
hours at 3C minute int avals, The attack through the
heavily built up area sortimcd well, with rubble and
domolished bnildings the w2in diffioculties, By 1600
hrs 156 Brigede had ponctrated gome two miles along
the main railway line, witih 155 Brigsde still close
behind. The leading batiialion of this brigade passed
through at 19%0 hrs, Tht divisiont'g intentions fTar
that night and 26 Apr was Lo complete the elearanae of
BREMEN betwecn the railway ano the river.

(Ibid)

3 Brit Inf Div had by this timc roachied that part of Bremen south
of the Wescr, whilc 43 (W.) Inf Div, working along the northern
sector of thec city, had similarly forcecd the opposition to loosen
up and was now meking faoir progress, (Ibid, p. 383)

743, Progress by all the thres infentry formations
continued satisfactorily throughout 26 and 27 Apr until the city
was clear. Then cortain readjustments took placc. 51 (H.) Div,
which had been operating around Deluonhorst, was now on the east
bank of the Weser, cnd with 43 (W.) Taf Div (vwnich in its turn
was freed of its recponsibilities in Bromen by 52 (L.) Diw) was
given a new task, At the same time % Brit Div cxtcndcd its
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holdi?gs westwerds to pass under She comrexd of First Cdn Armyv.
(Ibid

30 Corps operations were now directed towards clear=
ing the CUXHAVEN perinsula, striking North with 51 (H)
and 4% Divisions, 51 (i) Division was to advance on

the axis OTTERSBURC 9407 -~ VWENTEL 9420 and make contact
with Guards Armoured Division, then opsrating North from
the Zeven arca towerds BEEMERVORDE, Guards Armoured
Division passed to command 30 Corps early on 29 Apr,

43 Division axis of ndvannc was LEHE 7601 = TRUPERMOOR
8008 - TaRMSTWDT 8915.

(Tbid, pe 383)

Tédeo On 29 Apr Gds Armd Div, moving on Bremervordc,
stopped short of tho towr end swung 2way to the ecast to isolate
Stade, On the same day, 51 (H.) Div, having previously rolievod
the Guards on the high ground wes® ¢f Zoven, followed ip and took
over the task of cepturing Bromurverie., Further tc the west

43 (W.) Div took Tarmstedt, then seb about relieving the Gde Armd
Div wost of Zcven. From here laj-Gon G.Jl. Thomas was to secure
crossings ovor thc Hoamme - Oste Canal. Thus Li=Gon Horrocls!
formation was left to clear the Cuxhiven veninsula, (Ibid)

7454 In the moantimo, the romainder of Second British
Army, was ocecupicd in following the 2rny plan for the advance to the
Baltic,

(a) 8 Corps (11 Armd Div, 6 Guards .rmd Bde, 1 Cdo Bde,
5 and 15 Inf Divs, and 6 Airborne Div car-
marked for XVIII US Corps later), To
agteblish bricgechead over R Elbo noar
LUNENBURG and advance NORTH to capturoc
I'PECK and clcar SCHLESWIG -~ HOLSTEIN.

(b) XVIII US (7 US irmd Div, B US Inf Div, 82 US Air-
_ T8 torne Div and lator 6 Brit Airdorne Div),
(From 12 To coross the BIBL cbout 8 miles EBAST of 8
US Army Corps, advencge NE and protect RIGHT flank
Group) Second Army.

(¢) 12 Corps To cross EL3E in 8 Corps bridgechoad,
swing N4, protect LEFT flank of 8 Corps by
megking HAMBURG ~nd loter to capture
HIAMBURG.

(§ves on the operations of
45, op olt, p. 53)

At that time Lt-Gen Dempsay was foceingz the eloments of q.'t_;ogt
15 German divisione besidés n varied collection of units musterednom
local depots and from the German fare.s3 occoupying Dennark. (Ibid)

7464 8 gorps was Lined up S0 the west bank of the Elbe
River by 25 ipr; two cdays later 12 Corps hed also reached the
river and was invcsting Harburg, the lerge town to tho south of
Hamburg.

The advence to the river hed been extremely rapid and

tho cormmnications of the corps were now strung oub
over a great distance Trom the roadheads and Aumps.e
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The river itself was = wide obstacle which could not
be tackled by means of a hasty scramble landing,.

(LEP: 45/Second British Army/
C/D Docket I, op cit, Pe 393)

i period of several days was necessary, thcrofore, to allow for
the regrouping of formutions aad Tor the moving up of stores and
oquipment, (Ibid)e. .5 will be approciated:

The crossing of the R ELBE wes a major river crossing
and althovgh a stags of the war had been reached in
which extreme riske could be willingly undertaken, an
operation of this kind could not be carriecd out with-
out a limited amount of planniag.

(Ibid; pe 393)

747, In accordance with thc Supreme Commanderts instruc-
tions, XVIII U.S. Airborne Corps left 12 U.S. Army Group t join
Lt-Gen Dompsey's army, The main assault was to be carried out
by 8 Corps, and thc object as laid down by the /rmy Commander

was to cap%ure a bridgchend ovor the Rivor Elbe to allow 12 Corps
and XVITII U.S. Corps to pass through., The target date was sot at
1 May 45 and cos H hour approachod 12 =nd 30 Corps continucd to
keep the enemy on Lt-Gen Dompsey's left occupied. (Ibid, pe 393)

748, The fighting up the Rivcr Elbe had shown only too
clearly that the eneomy was uncble to produce anywherc near a suf-
ficient number of preporly contrallud Tformations to delay tne pro-
gress of Second British irmye. T6 was not anticipated that any
large or even well traincd cnomy Eroups could oppose the crosaing
of the Elbc or halt the fLllisd drive vo the Baltic,

The linc of the R. EIBE on the front of Second jrmy
Bast of HAMBURG was hold lergsly by "ersatz" battalions,
including navel troops, polico battalions end Landes-
schutzen battalions. ”hoac totalled approximately 20
and hnd a combined approximatec strength of 6,000,

In addition, thewre were 100 heavy inti-Aireraft guns,
approximaboly 160 light Auti-iircraft guns and a very
few field picces, There was also the possibility that
somewherc in the aroa lay 245 Divisions No organised
defensive positions had boon propared on the line of the
river or behind it.

(Ibid, p. 393)

749 It 0200 hours 29 ipr, L5 (8,) Inf Div of 8 Corps
begoen its assault acress the River Xibe, Opposition was light
on the right but negligiblo on the left, end by 0630 hours the
two leading brigades werc complete or the cast bank. 48 the
morning passged resistance stiffened, particularly st Lauocnburg

ese Dut by midday this town head been capbtured and a
second brigde selized uver the ELBE-TRAVE Cenal, 44
Brigado held the original blldgchond with 46 Brigade
striking North to Kruzen z2nd 227 Brigade starting to
pass throught the LEFT of the bridgehead towards the
Nerth West. Bridging had startcd at both LAUENBURG
and LRTLENBURG, although the construction of the class
40 bridgc et the latusr site was slightly delayed by
enemy artillery fire

(Ibi_d’ DPs 395)
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750. The highlight of the aay, however, was the shoi”
though spectacular display of initiative by the seemingly dyins
Luftwarfe which, to guote an official account,

using groups of about twelve aircraft, 1rade a series
of tombing attacks on the bridging sites,

(Ivid P. 395)
Ground opposition remained light however, and

by midnight the three brigades of 15 (S,) Division had
expanded the bridgehead to the line BASEDOW - JULIUS-
BURG - GUILZOW - GRUNHOF, Combined patrols of 15
Reconnaissauce Reglment and Spceial Air Service troop
had contirmed that LATAU was still occupied by the
cnemy and appeared to be held more strongly than the
other villages in thc sector. This village was accord-
ingly attacked by 46 Brigades ami cleared on the morn-
ing of %0 Apr.:

(Ivid)

751, By the rorning of 30 Apr the enemy's air attacis:
had decreased, mainly because of the counter air effort put up
by 83 Gp R.A.F. Thus, under these imprcved conditions, both t*
class 9 bridge at Lauonburg and the class 40 structure at
Artlenburg werc complcted. 6 Airborne Div had by this time
began to cross the obstacle and hy the close of 30 Apr =-

was apprrozehing its objective on the ELBE~TRAVE Canal.
while 3 Paracchute Brigade had moved rapidly East to
rooch BOIZENSURG.

(£bid)

152, The breck from the brligchead began at first
light 1 May., 1L Armd Div pacscd torough the Scottish formation.
At the same time 6 Airbornc Div and 1 Cdo Bde came under command
XVIITI U.S. Airbornc Corps. During 1 May ard throughtout the
following day 11 Armd Div made good progress, being delayed
only be the deteriorated state aof the rosds, 5 Brit Inf Div
which joined 11 Armd in the journey porthward, met with equal
success, By midnighi 2/3 May Mnj-%su Roberts! armour had clear-
ed the city of Lubcck anlé reached the Bzltic beyond, while on
his right 5 Inf Div wos north of the Ratzeburger See, having
captured Molln on routc, On 3 May 5 Div relieved 11 srmd Div in
the}%g?eck sector and tho armour swost north unopposed, (Ibid,
Da :

753 Mcanwhilc 15 (S,) Div had turncd left from the

bridgohead to sccure Geostnacht®™ (754).), passing the Tirst bric

of 53 (W.) Inf Div (158 Inf Bée) through townrds Hamburg. A

second brigade (71 Inf Bdc) crosscd the BElbe on 2 May. 15 (S.)

Inf Div reported incrediblc scenes in the wake of the twe dive

%g%on§ ?hich hed gons on to Lubcck and beyond (L1 Armd aad 5
Div

# This town, around which tho enemy had soveral large dumps of
Gas-filled projeetilus, surrcndered without trouble. (Ibid,

De 396).
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Tens of thousands of Germen broops, their numbers
swollen by those floeing from the Russians, were
surrcnderirg. Long columns of enemy transport and
horsc-drawr wvehicles wore passing South down the
Lines of Communication with no other intention than
that of erossing the R, ELBE to what seemcd safety.

(Ibid, pe 396)

754, Despitc the faet that some of the troops (158
and 71 Inf Bdes of 53 (W.) Div) were already on the way towards
Hemburg from the cast, 12 Brit Corps was not yet ready to start
its attack against this large fort. It was just as well since
negotiations for the surronder of Hamburg were already afoot,
Those wore stopped temprarily o allow the start of
discussions for the surrendor of tho entire Germen
Army Group, but the locel coconditions Tor the secupa-~
tion of HAMBURG were complcted during the morning of
3 My and thc ¢ity was enteored, withouwt incident, by
7 lfxrmoured Division.

(Tbid)

7 irmd Div crossed the glbe over bridses north of Harburg for
the specific purpose of cccupying Hamburg, (First Cdn Lrmy Op
Log, 3 Moy 45, serial 113)

155 The right flank attock across the Elbe by XVIIL
U.S, firborne Corps had similerly achicved good results, From
0100 hours 30 fpr, thu time at which the first jmerican troops
orossed the Elbe at Bleckedo, ovorything went according tec plar,
and by the evening of 1 May contact with 8 Brit Corps had been
established east of Boizenburg, On the following day Hagenow
and Wittenburg fell,

From now on thore wes no hindrance to the forward move
ment of the corps othor than the vast numbers of enomy
pouring dow: roads in disorganised retreat from both
the front of Sccond Lrmy and from the East. IUDWIGSIUSA
and SCHWERIN were occupied by 82 Airborne Division and
8 Division, WISMAR was cepturegd and the BALTIC coast
reached by 3 Parachute Brigade,

(Ibid, pe 397)
7564 Thc confusion of the eneny was by now supreme:

A8 a yardstick 1o measure the disintegration of the
Gorman Armics caught betwecen the Russians and Second
Lroy, it wos estimated that approximately 100,000
piisoners wers Gakon during 2 May on this corps frons:
alone,

(Ibid, pe 397)

The end was very noar, At 1605 hours on 2 May our tactiecal

roconneissance planes or this front reported that Russian tanks
werc in Goldberg. At 2100 hours of this memoreble day element -
of 6 Brit Airborne Div met the Russian forces at Wismar, Then,

¥ This formation, which included .l .Cdn Para Bn,.was part of
6 Brit lfdirborne Div,
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at 1032 hours on the following day, further contacts with our
Bastern Allies werc cstablished at Grabeow, south-oast of Lud-

wigglust, (Ibid)

757« On 3 May tho .amy Commander, being aware that
high lovel talks of peace werc in progress, issucd tho follow-
ing dircetive to his corps.

"1, 8 Corps mmd 12 Corps will not advance boyond
SEGEBERG -~ H/IBURG without orders from ne.

2. XVIII Corps is established on the line DOMITZ -
LUDWIGSIUST - SCHWERIN - WISMAR, Thero will be no
further advance in en Basterly direction firon
this line, GContact has already been made atb
WISIMLR and GRABOW with the Russian Lrny.

3. . delegation from jdmiral DCENITZ and Field
Marshel KEITEL passed through my headgquarters
this morning; they arc now at Tactical Headquart-
ers 21 Army Groupe. Ropresentatives of the Sup-
reme Cormander will ncet them tomorrow morning.
The delegation appears to have full authority uc
negotiate surrendor.

4, The Cormander of tho HAMBURG Garrison surrende. -
HAMBURG this morning, end 12 Corps is occupying
it today.

5. Tho main problen Cacing us at the noment is the
orgenization and fceding of the vast number of
prisoncrs, dsplaced ncrsons and German rafugoos
within the crca NEUSTUDT -~ WISMIR - DOMITZ =
HAMBURG.

6. 411l Gorman prisoncrs of war will be placed in
areas selectcd by you and kopt there for the tine
being, Officers should romain with their nen,

No further ovocuation of prisoners of war will
tako plece for thc priosontb.

7« Displacod Persons and Gernan civilians should, so
far as possible, be mde to stand-fast in the areas
in which they already arce In any event they
rmust not be allowed tv crcss the EIBE - TRAVE
Canal fromn Bast to West nor the R ELBE from North
to South, .

8 British and /morican ex-prisoners of war should
be evacuated to Luncburg at once",

(Ibid, p. 398)

758 Stalff officers at Lt=Gen Denpsey'!s headquarters
¢stimated tho number of prisoncrs taken in the last four days
at 580,000, with a further 40,000 cneny considered killed,
wounded or missing. In comparison the British losses since
April were given ag 679 officers and 8371 other ranks, (Ibid).
But, when losses are nentioncd, contributions nade by the alir
force towards ultinatec succoss must bo counted,

From 30 Apr to 3 May 83 Group had teken tromendous tnil
of enonmy novenent flceing West in front of the Russian
advance. Ineny alrceraft of all types werc shot down
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without difficulty and in great numbers., Clainms, on
the ground and in the air, were difficult to assess,
but the Tollowing figurcs ure approxinate:-

Destroyed Damaged
Mechanicel Transport 1,500 2,750
Eneny aircraft 150 80

(IEEQ: ps 396)
It is also of interest to note that on 3 kay

tho nain zir effort was switched to attacking the
oxodus of oraft, rainly fron the KIEL area, which tried
to make their way North across the BALTIC. Sone 60
ships of all types, including subnarines were danaged
or destroyed

*x
(Ibid, p. 396)
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. ¥ Paras 747 - 767 have been written nainly according to tho
account of Socond Brit Arnmy's opcrations as containcd in AEF:
45/Second Brit Arey/C/D, Docket I, but all statements have
been choeckod with the following rof crences,

1. AEF: 45/Sccond Brit jrmy/C/H, Docket IIT Sccond Army
gitrep for April and May 1945 as received at Headquart-
ers First Cdn Arnmy.

Sltrep Nos. 541 - 542 fov perlod 200001B - 210001B
543 - 544 210001B - 220001B

" " 545 o 546 W n 220001B - 23%0001B

" " HA7 - 548 w " 230001B - 240001B

" " 549 - K50 M “ 240001B - 250001B

" " 55] - 552 " 250001B - 260001B

" W AN w554 W " 2600018 - 270001B
. . " 555 - 556 " 270001B - 280001B
" " 557 - 558 m " 280001B - 290001B

i " 559 - 560 " 290001B - 300001B

" m 561 - 562 w " 00001B - 010001B

" " 563 - 564 " 010001B - 020001B

" n 565 . 566 m " 0200018 - 0300018

" " 567 - 568 " 030001B - 040001B

2. AETF: 45/First Odn irny/C/H; Docket IV and V, April
and May 1945, F*rs* Cdn irmy Liaison officers reports
from G Ops, Second Brit Army dated

April 1935 datod 2105008

2214008
" " " 2514008
" " " 281430B (Paras 4 - 9 incl)
n " " 5017008

May 1945 dated 0110008
" " " (313008
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159« Even these momentuous events were not, however,

by any means the nost important of the tines, Everywhere the
eneny?s once proud forccs were involved in spectacular collapse,
Hitler had been repcrted as decad on 1 Moy, on 2 May the Russian
ring ebout Berlin closed in and, after a bloddy battle, the
capital fell, On the same day the Georman arny Group "g! surrend-
cred to Field-Mershal iLlexander in Italy. Elsewhere French and
Ilmerican «rmies had all beon reporting endless succoss for the
past ten days. General de Lattre dc Tassigny's First French
Arny had long since swung cast from Stuttgart tco skirt the north-
orn edge of the Black Forest and seal the Swiss Border from Lake
Constance to Basle. Lt-=Con Patchfs Scventh U.S. Army had turned
south fron Nurnburg to seize, first Ulm and JAugsbuwrg, then Munich,
Salzburg and Hitlcrts famcus retreat at Berchtesgaden, before
naking a final thrust towards the Brenner Pass. (Report by the
Supreme Cormander: op cit, pe 108 -~ 109, 115; also SHAEF Weekly
Intelligeonce Surmearics, g& cit, No. 303 dated 29 Apr 45, 304
dated 30 4pr 45, 306 dated 2 May 45 and 307 dated 3 May 45)

760, The gains made by the far-flung spearheads of
Lt-Gen Patton's yifhird U.S.) Army had in turn exceeded all ex=
pectation, -

the thrust of the Third Army down the Danube Valley
began on 22 April and made mpid progress against a
tottering enemy. Although the defenders held out at
Regensburg until 26 Apr, XX Corps established bridge-
heads across the Dunube cast and west of the city on
the 25th, and then advanced southeast down the right
bank while XII Corps did likewise north of the river,
By 2 May, the north bank had been cleared of the onemy
as far as Passau, amd the 1llth Armoured Division shotb
ahead to roceive the surrcnder of Ling on 5 May. With
this lengthening of the XII Corps line, the Third Army
took ¢ ommand of V Corps, from the First Army, for
operations into Czechoslovakia on its northern flank,
By an attack castwards across the frontier, Pilsen was
capbured on 6 May.

(Report by the Supreme
Commander, op cit, p. 115)

761 On tho left of Lt-Gon Patton's fast-moving columns,
First U.S. Army had particularly distinguished itself by being
first to contact the Russian forces et Torgau along the upper
reached of thec Elbe river. There Lt-Gon Hodges had consolidated
to cut Germany in two. Thereafter Lt-Gen Simpsonts Ninth U.S.
Army soon set about severing the northern portion of the Reich
?yﬁtgﬁusting through Brunswick to roach the Blbe at Magdeburg.

Ibi

762, The last two days (3 and 4 Moy) saw the linking
up of several armies as the enomy pockcets either surrendered or
were annihilated, First French Army and Lt-Gen Patch's Seventh
Army met up in the I1ll and Kloster Valleys of south-western
Austria, while at ebout the samc time other troops of Lt=Cen
Pateh's Amy entered thc Brenner pass and pressed through to
contact forces of the Allied Armics in Italy., Further contacts
botwoen Third U.S, Amy and thc Russians along the borders of
Czcohoslovakia was repcrted hourly, (Ibid, also SHAEF, Weekly
Intelligence Summary No. 59, op cit)
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763 These operations were carried out in full co=-ord-
ination with the Russians approaching from the east,

The American troops advenced to the line Budejovice =
Pilsen - EKarlsbad, but weres there halted while the

Red Army cleared the east and west banks of the Moldau
River and occupied Prague. South of Czechoslovakia,
the agreed provisional line of junction ran down the
Budejovice - Linz railroad and thence along the valley
of the Enns, where contact was effected in due course.

(Report by the Supreme
Commender, op c¢it, pe 115)

RUSSIAN OPERATIONS ON THE EASTERN FRONT, l-4 MAY 45

164, While operations on the western front were being
concluded against the dwindling enemy pockets, the Russian armies
had been striking staggering blows at German Army Group Vistula
as it fell rocling back through Northern Germany.

Shifting the bulk of its cfforts to Western POMERANIA
and Northern BRANDENBURG, thc Rod Army drove a hundred
miles to the WEST and by 4 May, troops of Marshal
ROKOSSOFSKY's Second White Russian Front and Marshal
ZHUKOV's First White Russian Front had closed up to
the positions held by the Wostern Allies, contact be-
ing made roughly along thce line WISMAR - GRABOW =~
ILENZEN - WITTENBERGE. Scveral pockcts, notably atb
SWINEMUENDE, were crcated by these rapid advances hut
most of thom, including the above, had beecn clcaned up

by 5 May.
(SHAEF Weckly Intelligenoc.
Summery, op cit, Part I,
| para 3)
7654 Berlin had fallen, In strect fighting that was

as bitter as any ever, thc ruincd capital, dofended step by

step from its outcr suburbs to the very core of the city, fell
on 2 Maye. 135,000 prisoners werc takon that day - but the man
who was responsible was not includced among them, Hitler was dead.

The day on which the Red Army flag was raised above
BERLIN also marked the end for the largo enemy force
surrounded Southeast of the city; between 24 April and
2 May over 120,000 Germans wecrc capturcd there and
half that number killed.

(Ibid)
7664 West of Berlin, Brandcnburg also fell and

Russian forcecs drove on cgainst the pocketed remnants
of the German Ninth and Twelfth Armies, their backs

to the EIBE and their flenks little more than 40 miles
apart, By the end of the wock the pocket hed practio-
ally vanished, much of it disappearing over the EIBE
aillarge numbers of Germans turned thomselves in to the
A. ios. '

(Ibid)
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GERMANY'S POSITION WITH REG/RD TO SEL AND ATR POWER, 4 MAY 45

767 In the following words General Eiscnhower has sum-
med the enemy'!s air and sea picturc as it existed at this timo,

Of enemy offensive activity in the air there was no
sign, As tho area left to the Germans dccreased, the
congestion of planes on the remaining airfields grew
worse, and the number of alrcraft destroyed on the
ground mounted in proportion, The demoralization of

the German Lir Torce personnel was too far developed
for any suicidcl offort to be made with the jet air-
craft squadrons loft in Austria and Czechoslovekia,

and by the beginning of May practically the only flights
undertaken were for thc purpose of desertion,

(Report by the Supreme
Commander, op cit, p. 116)

768 « 0f the German Navy, the Supreme Commaender says:

The ond of the German Navy was cven more unspectacular,
Having put to sea only on rare occasions throughout
the war, then invariably to beo hounded to their des-
. truction or driven crippled back to their bases whore
Allied air forces repeatedly undid any repair work -
attempted, the heavy units lay helpless in the northern
ports as thesc foll into the hands of the advancing
armies, Only three of the larger ships were in any-
thing approaching o condition for effective action
when the last naval bases surrendecred, The coastal
craft had ceased to operate during April, and it was
left to the submarine forces - the only truly sucess-
ful noval wezpon of which the enemy hnd enjoyed the use
--to caryy on the fight to the end.

(Ibid, pe 116 = 117)

7694 By comparison in these concluding stages of the
war, Genercl Eiscnhower goos on to state that

.’ the allied air forces continued to afford the invaluable
support which hnd been such a vital factor in insuring
our successes throughout the entire campaign, As the
Eastern and Western Fronts closed together, however,
the opportunities for employment of the strategic
bomber forces grew morc and more limited, former strat-
egic targets having now become tactical ones, The
chief occupation of Bomber Commond and the Eighth Adr
Force by the beginning of May conseguently consisted of
flying food suppliocs to thc Dutch civilian population
and of ovacuating casualties and liberated Allied
prisoners.

(Ibid, p. 116)

7704 The work of the Tactical Air Forces in close
support of the Allied Armios was practicularly worthy of the
highest praise for their operations wore restricted

by the danger of hitting advanced Russian clements and
the large bodics of prisonors who, having broken loose
from their camps, werc stroaming wostward along the
roads., The last major offonsive by the tactical planes
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was in the south, where attacks were concentrated
ohoad of the Third Lrmy down the Danube Valley, des=-
troying the onemy's romaining dumps of fuel and other
supplies in that area, and cutting the foew communica-
tions still available for their destribution,

(Ibid)
THE SURRENDER IN THE SOUTH, 2 - 5 MAY 45

771, By the beginning of May 1945 tho majority of the
principal objectives of the 4llics had beon reached, The war in
Burope was virtually at an ond, and, to quotc the Supreme Commend-
er:

Nowhere on the Continent was theore still in existence a
Germen amy capablc of continuing to fight,

To the east, the armics under my command were joining
hands with their Russian Lllies from the Baltic to the
41ps. To the south, they had linked with their com-
races in Italy, wheroc already the enemy had made formal
surrender. Of the Nazi "fortresses", the national
Redoubt had been penetrated while its intended garrison
lay dispersed and brcoken outside its wells; Norway was
isolated and doomed; Dunkirk, the Brittany ports, and
the Channel Islands were hclpless;

(Ivid, pe 117)

772 Now the German forces in Holland =nd Denmark were
on the verge of capitulating., Thc Germany which sought to dom-
inate the world and plungc humanity back intc the dark ages was
crushed and the tine had arrived for it to acknowledge defecat,
The first attempt (in March 1945) to make a separate peace with
the West had failed, A scecond attcmpt by Hinmler later was
similarly ignored, However, on the Italian front there were men
who realized all too well the futility of continuing the fight,
Theo capitulation of the Germon srmies in Italy was quickly follow-
ed by further nass surrenders of thc German forces facing south
in the Alpine section, thus put tho German First end Nineteenth
Lirmics out of the war., (Ibid, p. 118)

THE SURRENDER IN THE NORTH, 2 - 5 MAY 45

173 Rumor of cepitulation in northern Burope also
reached the fAllies in mid-/pril 1945.

Field Marshal Busch, commanding the Hamburg area, was
stated to be anti~Nazl end willing to surrender, but
unable to do so until the Western Allies reached the
Baltic and cut him off from the possibility of the
arrival of die-hard SS formations from central Germany,
General Lindemann, the commander in Denmark, was also
understood to be regdy to yield at the same time as
Busch, and on %0 /Aipr an emissary appeared in Stockholm
to confirm this. It wes urged that the British Army
should moke all spced to reach the Baltic before the
Russians did so, for the Gemans would under no circum-
stances surrender to the Red Lrmy,

(Ibid p, 118)
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7174 The capture of Lubeck by Sccond Brit Army on 3
May severcd Deénmark and North-West Germany from the remainder of
the Reich, ALt that time, as Genocral Eisenhcwer states:

esosmore important figures came within our reach, AsS
the Red [irmy had drawn nearer to the Western Allies,
.Admiral Doenitz, upon whom the mantle of the Fukrer

hsd now fallen, had instructed his ammies which had

been facing 9ast to turn about and surrendexr to the

Anglo=-imerican forces,

(Tbid, pe 118 - 119)

T754 Now, with hundreds of thousands of his country-men
in full flight before the advencing Russians, Admiral Friedeburg,
newly appointed head of the Germen Navy, (because of idmiral
Doenitz!s doubtful promotion to the tottering post of Fuhrer),
approached the Western Allies through the headquerters of 21
Army Group.

They asked to be allowed to surrender the Third Panzer,
Twelfth, and Twenty-first Armies, which had been fight-
ing the Russians, and to be permitted to pass refugees
throught the Allied lines into Schleswig - Holstein,
Their sole desirc was to avoid the necessity of surrend-
ering to thc Russians. Field Marshal Montgomery, how-
ever refused to discuss capitulation with them on these
terms, though he informed them that individual soldiers
who gave themselves up would be treated as prisoners of
war,

(Ibid, pe 119)

faced with another rebuff, the Goerman recpresentatives sent back
%0 Field Marshal Kicectel, their chief, for further instructions,
Ibid)

7764 The next day Admiral Friedcburg made an important
announcement:

eeene had reccived permission from his superiors to

nake unconditional surrender of all German armed forces,
land, sea, and air, in the north-west Germany (includ-
ing the Frisian Islands, Heligoland, and all other
islands), Holland, Schleswig-Holstein, and Denmark,

(1bid)

According to instructions issued by the Supreme Cormander, the
capitu%ation in these arcas were to be regarded as a tactical
matter® and as such must be dealt with by Field Marshal Montgom-
erye. It was arranged, however, that a Russian representative
should be present to accept the submission on behalf of the Soviet

Union, (Ibid; also Montgomery, Normendy to the Baltic, ps 220)

¥ This was actually but one flank of the 4llied effort, the
surrender of which merely meant the neutralization of one
portion of the Buropean battlefield,
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CE/SE FIRE FOR THE C.NADIANS, 4 M.Y 45

117 With mass surrcnders taking place in every part of
the front, it camec as no surprisc when at 1255 hours on 4 May
Gonoral Crcrar received A message by telephone from the Chief of
the Staff, 21 Army Group, informing him of the negotiations then
being conducted botween ﬁield Marshal Montgomeory and the repres-
entative of Grand fdmiral Docnitz concerning the unconditional
surrender of the renaining Cernan forces in North-West Europe
(WeDey G.0.C.-in-C,, First Cén Lirmy 4 May). In the light of this
development, the C.-in-C, agreed with General Crerar on the advis-
ability of not pressing the demands for the delivery of Jever to
the Poles and Aurich to 3 Cdn Inf Div, and Lt-Gen Simonds was
therefore direccted to withold direct assault against these towns
(ibid; General Crerar's Despatch, para 44).

7784 Later that evening General Crerar was informed
that the B,B.C. had just broadcast a special announcement,

issued by Supreme Allied Headquartors, that the end had come,
(WeDey G40.C.-in-C,, First Cdn Army, 4 May). A few minutes later
official word to this effect was communicated by e message from
21 Army Groupe.

All offensive ops will ccase from receipt this signal,
Orders will be given to all tps to cease fire 0800 hrs
tomorrow Saturday 5 May. TFull terms of local German
surrcnder arranged today for 21 Army Gp front, Zmphasize
these provisions apply solely to 21 Armmy Gp fronts and
are for the momont oxcl of Dunkirk...

(W.D., G.S. Ops, H.Q. First
Cén Army, May 1945: Appx 12)

779 This was followed by a second message containing
a digest of the instrument of surrender signed by the Ce=in-C,
and German representatives.

The German Comd agrees to the surrender of all German
armed forces in Holland, in N.W, Germany incl the
Frisian Islands and Heliogoland end all other islands,
in Schleswig-Holstein, o-nd in Denmerk to the C=-in-C 21
Army Gpe. These forces to lay down their arms and to
surrender unconditionally.

All hostilitics on land, on sea or in the air by German
forces in the above arces to cease nt 0800 hrs E.B.S.T.
Saturday 5 May 1945.

The German Comd to carry out at once and without argu-
ment or comment all furbther arders that will be issued
by the Allied Powers on any subject,

Disobedience of orders or failure to comply with them
will be regarded as a hreoach of these surrender terms
and will be dealt with by the Allied Powers in accord-—
ance with the accepted laws and usages of war,

This instrument of surrender is independent of, without
prejudice to and will be superseded by, any general in-
strument of surrender imposed by or on behalf of the
Allied Powers and applicable to Germany and the German
armed forces as a WhoOl€...

(Ibid, Message GO 4124,
Trom 21 Army Group)
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7804 General Crerar at once communicated these facts
to the formations under his ocommand, isguing-the:-following
message to be read to all ranks,

From 8icily to the River SENIO, from the beaches of
DIEPPE to those of Normandy, and thence through North-
ern France, Belgium, Holland and Northwest Germany, the
Canadians and their Allied comrades in this Army have
carried out their responsibilities in the high trad-
itions which they inherited., The official order that
the offensive operations of all troops of First Cdn
Army will cease forthwith and that all fire will cease
from 0800 hours tomorrow, Saturday, 5 May, has been
issued, Crushing and complete victory over the German
enemy has been secured, In rejoicing at this supreme
accomplishment, we shall rcomember the friends who have
paid the full price for the belief they also held that
no sacrifice in the interests of the principles for
which we fought could be too great.

(WcD., G‘|0.c."'in"‘00’ FiI’Bt
Gdl)l Army, May 1945: Appx
npn

781, On 5 May Brigadier J.A, Roberts, Commanding 8 Cdn
Inf Bde, met the German commander of the WILHELMSHAVEN - EMDEN
area, General der Infg:trie Straube (formerly commanding 86 Corps)
and escorted him to Bad Zwischenahn, where Lt-Gen Simonds was to
accept his surrender (W.D., H.3. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, 5 May)e The
newly formed Armee Abteilupz Straube had assumed command of the
sector between tThe Weser an e , including the Frisian Is-
lands, about 2 May. Such was the enemy's disorganization that
the precise order of battle was unknown even to the German staff,
(WeDey GoSegHeQe, 2 Cdn Corps, May 1945: Appx 3, 2 Cdn Corps Int
Bulletin No, 2, 11 May). A diarist gives the following account
of the meeting:

eeoWith 2ll divisional comds and Brigadiers of Corps
HQ present, the Corps comd dealt with Gen STRAUBE by
Tirst reading the terms of the surrender to 21 Army Gp
and then going through in detail the orders which Gen
STRAUBE wes to carry out in tho area opposite 2 Cdn
COrpSess

At the conclusion of the mceting a champagne toast was
drunk by the allied officers present.,

(WDey G.Sy, HeQe 2 Cdn
Corps, 5 May)

782, The orders given to General Straube (as issued by
H.Qe First Cdn Army) required him to ensure that no unauthorized
movement of his troops took place and to submit a detailed order
of battle of his command. All enemy personnel were to be dis-
armed and all war materisl dumped and guarded, The German Com=
mander was, moreover, to be responsible for the maintenance of
his own troops. (AEF: 45/1 Cdn Corps/C/F: Brief Historical
Outliﬁe"?f the Occupation of North-West Holland by 1 Cdn Corps,
Appx "A

783, A like ceremony was enacted in 1 Cdn Corps!

sector at Wageningen, where on the same day Lt~Gen Foulkes accept-
ed from Col-Gen Blaskowitz the surrender of the German forces in
the Western Netherlanis. (W.D., G.S., H.Q., 1 Cdn Corps, May 1945;
Appx 43, 1 Cdn Corps Post Mortem No., 5)
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784, Following the locesl surrenders to Lt-Gen Simonds
and Lt-Gen Foulkes, onn% May Gencral Crerar sent a directive to
Col-Gen Blaskowitz concerning the surrender of all his existing
command and defining his responsibilities and chain of command.
This reads in part:

l. By virtue of the powers vested in me, I authorize Lt-
Gen Charles Foulkes, General Officer Commanding 1
Canadian Corps, to accept your surrender and signature
on behalf of your present command, Your area of res-
ponsibility extends to the NETHERLANDS and that part of
GERMANY lying WEST of the River WESER, including the
FRISI/N Islands as far EAST as inclusive ALTE MELUM
and WANGEROOGE, and NORTH of the general 1lin€.ee
DELMENHORST -~ CLOPPENBURG ~ NORDHORN = LINGEN.es

2, The General O0fficer Commanding 2 Cernadian Corps has
already accepted the surrender of all the German
Forces within that portion of GERMiANY lying within your
area of responsibility as defined in paragraph 1 above,

(?J-Da’ G.Oac--in-GO’ First
Cdn Army, May 1945: Appx "E")

This directive was given to Col-(ten Blaskowitz on thc same day at
a meeting held by Lt-Gen Foulkes (W.Ds., Chief of Staff and "G"
Plans, op cit, end G.S., H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps, 6 May)

; ®
THE SITULTION OF FIRST CDN ARMY AT 0800 HOURS 5 MAY 45

785 For the Canadians in Burope the war was over,

Most of General Crerar's troops had been in action until the last
moment, An example of this ray be tazken from the operations of

4 Cdn Armd Div, on whose front thc Canadian Grenadier Guards

(22 Cdn Armd Regt) had been fighting their way forward through-
out 4 May., The Grenadiers proudly record this in words that any
other regiment might have echoed -~ "the end came when we were

out in front pushing on", (W.D., 22 Cdn Armd Regt, 4-5 Moy 45)

786, Fron other localities along the Cenadian front

came similar stories of heated action right up to the last,

Some units of formations such as 2 Cdn Inf Div, 3 Cdn Inf and

Pol Armd Div could be found in concentration preparing for another
attack, Everyone had hoard rumous of capitulation but no one
allowed even the strongest of these to interferec with the thought
of and preparation for morc offensive action. (W.Ds., G.S.,

H.Qe 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Divs, 2-4 Mny 45)

787« The troops themsclves took the news of victory
calmly, Major G.L. Cassidy, D.S.0., the historien of the

ﬁigonquin Regt, recounts how the message to stand down reached
Il =

By the dim dash~bulb light of the carrier, the words
seemed to dance before one!s syes., Down the road,

the tanks, motors rumbling throatily, were crowded
with men waiting to rids up to a battle that was not to
come off, How appropriate to walk down the colunn in
the gathering darkness and to give, with more neaning
then it ever had before, the "washout" signal, "Climb
down, lads, It's all ovar. All over",

(Cassidy, Warpath, op cit, n328)

# See Appx "KW
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There were no cheers., There was little sign of emotion.. One
could hear the motors of tanks in their laagers and the clink of

shovels as the men dug into the black earth. Fcw words were
spokene

788, The morning of 5 May dawned bright and clear,

Urged by the news of the previous night, most of the Canadians
had taken advantage of the situation to get their first night's
untroubled sleep in months, But when they woke they found that
the victory called for further efforts, and as the morning passed
each divisional headquarters received fresh instructions which

in turn were passed to all units, These directions dealt mainly
with:

(a) Local surrendcr problems,

b) Establishment of cummunications,

;0 Disarmament of cnemy soldiers! personal weapons.

d) Similar disarmament of unit and formations weapons,
such as mortars;

(e¢) the surrender of guns, tanks, and SP equipments;

if the surrendcr of technical stores;

g the movement of enemy troops and their future

administration within a prescribed area,

(2 Cdn Inf Div, Weekly
Summary of Ops and Act-
ivities, op cit, 6 =

12 May 45

789, With the exception of those of 2 Cdn Inf Div the
forward positions across 2 Cdn Corps front had not changed much
during the twenty-four hours prcceding the "cease fire", 4 Cdn
Inf Bde and its battalions moved up to concentrate on the woodod
areas south-east of Rastede., (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bdoc, 4 May
45)y 5 Odn Inf Bde, having handed over to 3 Cdn L.A.A. Rogt,
also moved into unit concentration areas on the northern fringes
of Oldenburg. (W.Ds., R.H.C., Calg Highrs, R. de Mais, 3 Cdn
L.A.A. Regt, 4 May 45; also W.D., H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf Bde May 1945,
Appx 13, Message log, serials 1058, 1059, 1060). 6 Cdn Inf Bde
remained in the western side of the city. (W.D., H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf
Bde and units, 4 and 5 May 45), 8 Cdn Recce Regt, however, was
one Mwnit which was in action to the very last moment., Working
on the road Oldenburg - Meerkirchen (3819), "A" and "O" Sans

mnet stiff opposition =and suffered quitc heavy losses in men and
scout cars., (W.D., 8 Cdn Recce Regt, 4 Mey 45)

790, Neither of the brigedcs of 4 Cdn Armd Div nor 2
Cdn Armd Bde carried out any tactical moves forward after last
light on 4 May. (W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Div, 4 Cdn Armd Bde,

10 Cdn Inf Bde, 2 Cdn Armd Bde, 4 May 45). The Poles, however,
had started to feel their way forward once again, and were in
contact with German infentry and self-propelled guns north and
south-east of Asterderfeld (L3529 - 1429) when news of the "oease-
fire" reached Maj-Gen Mavzek. (ABF: 45/2 Cdn Corps/C/H, Docket
III, May 1945, folio 48, sitrep No. 610 dated 050001B from H.Q.
2 G&n Corps to H.Q. First Cdn Army). Our lines south-east of
Emden ond on the approaches to Aurich remained unchanged, (W.Ds,.,
H.Q. 3 Cén Inf Div; 7, 8, and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes, 4 - 5 May 45)

791, The surrender to Field Marshal Montgomery was
actually but onec in a dramatic succession, On 5 May Nineteenth
German Army, =2nd on the following day thc whole of German
Group "G", ceased resistance to Arny Group. On 7 May the war
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in Burope camec to an end when all Germen land, sea and air forces
were unconditionally surrcndered at Rheims to the Allied Expedit-
ionary Forces and the Soviet High Commend, The instrument was
signed in Berlin shortly after midnight on 8/9 May. (Report by
the Supreme Commander, op ¢it, pe 119 - 120)

CONCLUSION

7924 Revicwing the cempaign as a whole, General Crerar
has given an approximation of the number of eneny prisonerg
capbtured by First Cdn .rmye 35,355 were taken in april 1945 .

Excluding the considercble Gernan forces in the occupied
Netherlands and on the German coastline between the
estuaries of the Ems and Weser, of which nore than
185,000 remcined to be taken under my control as capit-
ulated troops, the number of prisoncrs taken during
this period was over 50,000, The total mugber capturcd
since 23 Jul thus exceeded 190,000, In ten months of
continuous fighting, always on the left and vital flank
of the allied armies and over the most difficult mile
itary country, First Canadian Army had encountered and
defecated no fewer than Tifty-nine divisions of the
German Wehrmacht, These divisions had ranged from the
fanatical S8 and tenacious Paratroopers to the mediocre
"Training® formations and others drawn from the German
navy ocnd air force. But throughout the campaign we had

always been opposed by the best forces available to the
German High Cormand,

(General Crerar's Despatch,
op cit, para 46)

793 The casualties™ suffered by First Canadian Army
from 0600 hours 1 Apr 45 to 0600 hours 6 Mey 45 amounted to 388
officers and 5455 other ranks killed, wounded and missing, Of
these numbers 314 officers, and 4461 other ranks were Canadians,
For the whole of the ocmpaign in North-West Europe from 6 Jun 44
to 5 May 45 (inclusive) our losses totalled 3680 officers and
44,272 other ranks, In comparison, the enemy's casualties
proved to be much greater; besides the vast counts of prisoners,
his dead and long-term wounded ran into nany thousands, (Ibid:
Appx "K" to this Report; also AEF: 45/First Cdn Arny/L/F Docket

V, Eneny Casualties; also Hist Sec file 215C1.98(D301) POW
Evacuation r eports)

7194, In this last phase, the Army'!s operations from the
Rhine to the Weser, the North Sea, =and the Ijsselmeer differed
considerably in their nature from such heavy and deliberate
actions as those which had carried 21 Arny Group's winter offen-
sive through .the Reichswald., Movement was swifter, the end more
clearly in view, General Crerar's formations were more diver-
gently and variously employed, There was width and depth to the
battlefield, the offensive covering distances greater than a
hundred and fifty miles from north to south, and from east to west,

® First Cdn irmy Intelligence Surmary, op cit, No 307 dated
3 Mey 45, Part II, "Eneny Strengthsh e

¥ See Appx "B" to this Report,
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Whereas these forces had proviously been concentrated for the
nain onslaught against the eneny between the rivers south-east
fron Nijnegen on a front scarcely twenty niles across, they were
here spread out over great tracts of territory. Once the crossing
of the Rhine had been effected by Second British Lrny, therc
developed a running fight carried on between lincs and centres

of resistance hurriedly improvised by sneny forces, a large
proportion of whon only the most agile and ingenious staff work
was able to bring and hold togoethers

795 After the Rhine no barrier of any comparable impor«
tance remained to block the march eastwards., The numerous minor
waterways of this part of Burope, such as the Ijssel and the
Kusten canal were anong the more fornidable of obstacles enocount-
ered and they presented tactical hindronces, These were over-
come in due course, but only as the result of the most determined
contest by the Canadians, for the eneny never fell into such a
state of disorganization as to be uncble or unwilling to defend
hinself, On the contrary, the paratroops fought well and bitterly
to the end, That their dofeat had beconie only a natter of tine
was in itself sufficient testinony to the devotion and bravery of
all ranks engaged under General Crerar'!s cormand in those last
angry battles across strean and bog, the outcome of which was to
press the Gernans always closer to the sea. Happily, the
casuclties sustained were proportionally fewer than in other

rnore closely fought phases of tho campaign,

7964 With the arrival of the 1lst Canadian Corps fronm
the Mediterrancan the arny had becomc predominantly Canadian in
corposition, but it still comprised cortain British and Allied
fornations nnd units, Anong these the 49th (West Riding) Dive-
ision had been under cormand for nearly six months, nnd the lst
Polieh irmoured Division fron the early days in Nornandy. This
honourable and valiant association, so easy and natural as between
the nations of the British Cormonwecalth, had thus been proven no
less effective where troops of other nationalities were involved,
That the Lirmy under his corumand nade an international entity wes
a circumstance which General Crerar was apt to remark upon as
having wider significance far the future,

197 Again, the support of the R.A.F.® provided the
ground troops both with continuous and accurate information on
the movement and observable intentions of the enemy, and with a
weapon wnich on many a notable occasion ey wae able tolxing $o bgar
with most satisfying results., The intimate association between
General Crerar's Headquarters and the Headquarters of Air Vioce-
Marshal E.C. Hudleston, C.B., C.B.E., the Air Officer Commanding -

the 84th Tactical Grougf remained-as one of the distinguishing
oharaoteristica of both. \

798, From the calculated risk of 6 Jun 44 to the day of
victory in Burope, the Canadians and their #llies fought for
three hundred and thirty-three days, The Canadian soldier could
now look back upon eleven months of hard fighting, most of it
very bloody. That he had done his share, no man can doubt, and
in due course, the Supreme Commander was to write as follows:

In attempting very briefly to assess the factors under-
lying the Allied success in this campagn, I would stress
the importance of three episodes as being the most
decisive in insuring victory. The first of these was
the battle of the Normandy beaches...The second vital
battle was that of the Falaise pocket...The third

% See Appx "L",
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decisive phase in the campaign consisted of the battles
west of the Rhine during February and March,..

(Report of the Supreme
Commander, op cit,
Pe £21)

799. Canadian soldiers had played a main part in all
three of these episodes. Near the Normandy beaches, around
Falaise, and in the Rhineland, as well as at many points be-
tween these places, the proof of the unflagging effort of
Canada's soldiers towards the complete and final victory will
be found, It is there for all men to see,

800. This report was prepared by Capt P.A. Mayer,
R.C.I.C., who fought as company commander with the Alq R.
throughout the operations described. Capt J.C, Newlands,
P,P.C.L,I., R.C.I.C., also contributed to this work, and was
responsible for producing paras 659 to 717.
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