whoen all holl scemed to break loosce Our tps
were met with everything the Jerry had, Our
tks rectaliated, the Crocodiles swept the areca
with flame and the mortars and arty blanketed
the approach of the town, The rugged riflcmen
overran the Hun with cvery step and shortly
aftor the first assault almost 200 PWs were
ours, The tks and Crocodiles were halted by an
enoypous anti=tk ditch which surrounded the
citye Procious minutes were lost awalting a
bulldozer to fill in the ditch but the tps
dashed on, Finally the first buildings were
reached and the tough half of the battle was
won, Fresh and eager B and D Coys now entered
the fray. Once agailn the tks and flame-throwers
were at their side, Opposition was still met
and obstacles werc many but all this was ovore
come in a very fow hours,

(W.D., R, ng Rifo, 10
J’{pr 45).

125, By 1730 hours R, Wpg Rif were lining the
rallway south of the station and had well over 200
prisoners, Learning from patrols that tho path ahead was
clecar, Brigadior Gibson ordered his men to push on into the
main part of the town, (W.Ds,, H.Qes 7 Cdn Inf Bde and units,
10 Apr 453 3 Cdn Inf Div, Spcecial Roport No. 26 as above).
At midnight 10/11 Apr the greater part of Deventer was

ours, One item of the account however was still outstande
ing « tho cement works on the river at the south-western
corner of the town - and, to get at 1t, it was necessary

to cross the circular sluice into which the two main

canals flowed on route t° the Ijescl, This crossing was
carried out at Snippeling against light swall=arus.firo by
"C" Coy QeOelie of C., betwean 0001 hours and 0115 hours,

1l Apr was safely across, Elements of Regina Rif then
passed through at 0300 hours to capture the cement works,

By first light on 11 Apr Deventer was completely under the
control of 7 Cdn Inf Bde, (Ibid, also W,Ds., HeQs 7 Cdn Inf
Bde and units, Q.04R. of C., 10-11 Apr 45), Since noon 9 Apr
over 500 prisoners had fallen into Canadian hands in Deventer
alone, It became evident, after the flamethrowers went into
action, that the majority of the German garrison had had
enough, 8ome, however, attempted to escape westwards by
boats, but to no.avail, for 1 Cdn Inf Div'!s artillery, which
being in the area, , was at Maj~Gen Keeflert's disposal, put
several discouraging concentrations down on to the escape
route, thus devaluating greatly that means to exit from the
battle. (W.D., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 10 Apr 45).

126, The task of thoroughly securing the town
was now developed with the able assistance of a well
organized Dutch Resistance group. This work continued
throughout the morning as patrols scoured the entire

brigade area, R. Wpg Rif and 1 C, Scot R. were ordered

to patrol northwards astride the railway., Reglna R1f, who
had captured six 88=mm guns during their clearing operations,
covered the southern portion of the town and contacted 7 Cdn
Recce Regt, which was working from the south out of Epse (9404),



Needless to say the people of Deventer were overcome

with joy at their relief from the Nazi grasp, (W.D., H.Q,

7 Cdn Inf Bde, 11 Apr 45) But ovents elsewhere had taken

too important a turn towards final victory to allow all the
soldiers to spend much time among the pcople they had
liberated. Headquarters 3 Cdn Inf Div ordered Brigadier
Gibson to turn the town over to Q.0.R. of C, and to concentrate
to the north-west for a short roest, re-equipment and more
fighting. By last light 11 Apr the three rifle roegimonts
woere in thoir now areas, R. Wpg Rif at Vriecswljk (9411l) an
estate on the west side of the main road leading north from
Schalkhaar, Regina Rif were on the other side of the road
about 1500 yards to the east, and 1 C, Scot Re was astride the
road botween thom but slightly further north. Qe.04R. of Ce
was left to reap the victor's reward in Devonter. (WeDs., H.Q.
7 Cdn Inf and units, also Q.0.R. of C., 11 Apr 45),

7 Cdn Inf Bd~ was thus able to get its much needed rest, its
bivouac area having becn well combed by the roaming wvehicles
of "C" Sgn of the Reconnalssance Regiment, who by the evening
of 11 Apr were well ahcad to the north and on the left flank
(3 Can Inf Div Spocial Report, op cit, No. 21),

OPERATIONS OF 8 CDN INF BDE, 7-11 APR 45%

127, Left with the task of reducing Zutphen

8 Cdn Inf Bde had set about the job with considerable
enthusiasm and with good result, The assault on the

Cfortress started at 1300 hours 7 Apres On the right N. Shore

R, crossed the moat (between the Berkel stream and the

railway) at a point about 250 yards south-east of the _
railroad track, At 1530 hours, after making good progress,

ona company was roported consolidating south-cast of the tpaek
and ncar the pond (9495) which extends north from the Berkel
into the main part of Zutphen, From here a platoon was pushed
across the railway line towards the area of the gas works, but
to no advantage, for the enemy's lncreasingly heavy fire

drove 1t back. On the southern flank R. de Chaud experienced
similar difficulties in getting forward in a sector which,

as the map of Zu“phon will show, restricted manocuvre consider=
ably, The closc fight for frecedom of action went on 211l through °
the last helf o” the day and even by 2200 hours very little
galn had beon made, By this time the enemy had scemingly
mustered his defensive resources. Not only was his machine=
gun fire very deadly, his artillery fire and mortar fire from
the west bank of the Ijssel was alsc heavy., It was cvident
that bofore N, Shore R. could break out of the narrow corridor
(947955) formed by the pond and the railway track (and presently
held by "C" Company) some effort would have to be made west

of the track in order that "AW and "B" Coys could work out
towards the main river, (W,D., N, Shore R., 7 Apr 453 3 Cdn
Inf Div Ops Log, 7 Apr 45, Serials 4L, 52, 79)e

= Roference maps: as for para 116, Also Appx "E"
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128, A similar situation prevailed with R. de
Chaud, whose troops were committed to a stronuous programme

of house-clearing betweon tho pond and the Berkel Stream, The
only exits southwards from this arca lay over the small

bridge (952952) west of the water tower (953951), but

this was well covered by tho encmy. In order to pry

loose this opposition R. de Chaud sent "C" Coy through

N. Shore R's lines with the objcect of patrolling down the

west side of the pond (9495). (Ibid). North Shore R,
oventually succceded in gotting somc of its Wasps and "A" Coy
across the railway track, and by midnight 7/8 Apr the company
was firm west of the rallway linc,. (Ibid: Serials 79 and 80),
Meanwhile "C" Coy R. de Chaud was probing southward from the
North Shore's positions at the other ond of the pond (Ibid:)

129, During the night R, de Chaud's patrol
penetrated into the main section of the town meoeting

no opposition and Lt-Cocl G,0. Tascherecau quickly seized

the opportunity to exploit by ordering his remaining
companies forward., The process of senrching the lower

half of the town went on well into the next morning but

by 1100 hours R, de Chaud was in full controcl as far wost

as the Ijssel River and as for south as the "Y" shaped
(9494) canal joining the river and the tramway. (Ibid:

8 Apr 45, Serials 3, 10, 13, 22, 25, 34, 36)« N. Shore

R, also succeeded in its task, Its operations for the

day begnn at first 1light with "A" and "C" Coys leading,
supported by Crocodiles and some tanks of 27 Cdn Armd Regt,
All went well, the companies being leap~frogged through each
other until (at about 1300 hours) the northern part of
Zutphen was declared clear of cnomy., Patrols which were
dispatched north towards the Twonte Canal met no resistance,
(Ibid: serials 96, 102, 107; W.,D., N, Shorec R., 8 Apr 45),
Having completed its job, 8 Cdn Inf Bde was now given the
rosponsibility of holding the area of Zutphen, along the line
of the Ijssel river as far south as 1 Cdn Armd C, Regt's
holdings, (First Cdn Army Liaison Officcrs roports, cit,
081330B), On tho following day, howover, R, de Chaud was
withdrawn from Zutphen and placed in reserve at Warnsveld,
leaving N. Shore R, in sole possession of thc ancient town.
(W.D., Rs dc Chaud, 9 Amx 45)

THE HIGHLAND BRIGADE TURNS NORTH, 7-10 APR 45%

130, Having contributed greatly to the success
of our arms at Zutphen by compressing the south-eastern
defences for s everal days, 9 Cdn Inf Bde was given new

orders on J7 Apr, H.L.I. of C. and Nth N.S. Highrs

werc to be withdrawn from their present positions., The

North Novas moved away first at 1600 hours to a concentration
area in the woods (9699-9799) beyond tac railway east of

— - —

] Refercnce maps: G.S.G.S. 4083 Holland, 1:50,000
Shcets 33 - Zutphen, 27 - Hattem.
G.S.G.S. 4414 Eastern Holland,
1:25,000 Sheets 3803 = Zutphen,
3703 - Bathmen, Also Appx "®"



Huize do Voorst (9796)s Later in the day, after thelr
reliof by "C" Coy C.H. of 0, (MG), HeLeI. of C. followed,
accompanied by onc squadron from 27 Cdn Armd Regt. SiDe
& Ge Highrs alone remasined on the outskirts of Zutphen,
where they continued to harass and box in the southorn
approaches by another scries of advances which carried
thom up tc the tremway running south on the left and
past the moated cstate (953942) into the south-eastorn
tip of the town on the right (W.D., H(Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde,

7 Apr 45), The brigade held these positions until mid-
day 8 Apr, At that time Nth N.S. H,ghrs and H.L.I. of C,
resumed their journey north to a forward assembly arca
around Dorterhook, from which Brigadier Rockingham
intended to_cross the Schipbcck canal south of Bathmen.
S«D. & G, Highrs jeincd the brigade there after handing
over thelr responsibilitics to elements cf Q.0.R. of C,
(‘?.D-, H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bd.e and mits, 8 ﬁpl’ 45).

131, Once in thes new arca Nth N.S, Highrs
were given the orders for the croasinﬁ of the Schipbeek
Canal, The plan was tc assault with "C" Coy on the

loft of the main road and "D" Coy on the right, "D"

Coy was to seize the small wood five hundred yeards east
of the demolished bridge, cross thc obstacle and firm uwp
on the high ground just beyond the canal linec. "C" Coy
would cross at the bridge-site and togother with "D"
advance to capturce Bathmen, (Ibid)e The attack on the
right went in at 1445 hours, but the difficulties mcunted
with each passing minute, "D" Coy being completely pinned
down, Lt-Col D,¥, Forbes thon launched his left hand
effort, assisted by artillery, direct tank-fire support
and smoke laid across the front north of the canal by

the battalions mortars, "A"™ Coy was thon sent after

"C" Coy along the same axis, but with instructions to
swing east and clear out the cnomy holding up "D" Coy's
advance, At tho same time "B" Coy was ordered to follow
"Cc" and patrol the right flank, (Ibid). A stiff
struggle for mastery of the bridgehead followed, but

by 2300 hours Nth N,S. Highrs were consolidating their
objectives arcund Bathmeh and waiting for H.L.I. of C.

to come forward to sccure the brigade's left flank. (Ibid)

132, By midnight 8/9 Apr H.L.I. of C, had begun
to eross the canal and within threce hours the entire

unit was over, Further strength to the effort was scon
to be added, for at 0400 hours the engincors commenced
bridging operations which resulted in the structure

being completed by 0815 hours. (Ibid) The advance
continued throughout the morning against light resistance
and at 1550 hours S.D. & G, H ghrs followcd brigade
headquarters ascross tho bridgé, S.Ds & Ge. H,ghrs wore
not kept idle long: the "Glengorrians" were pushed
through H.L,I. of C, and by 1630 hour: held a circular
position astride the main rcad from Lettele (0009) in

the north to the high knoll (002092) 900 yards south of
the village. Extensive patrolling was carricd out but
1ittle sign of the enemy could be found. (Ibid)

During the night S.D. & G, H ghrs shifted its linc of
advance north-westwards and daylight on 10 Apr found the



regiment strung out procaricusly from Lettel to the region
of Daggenvoorde (9811). Mecanwhile H,L.I. of C, rcdisposed
its companies along the main road directly north of Bethwmen,
(WeDep, HeLoI. of Cs, 9 Apr 45)e The brigade's operaticns
were assisted further by "C" San 7 Cdn Recce Regt, whose
armoured car patrols provided a running stream of highly
valuable information from the flanks and from far ahead,
(WeDs, 7 Cdn Recce Regb, 8=10 Apr 45),

133, Events took a bright and unexpected turn
during the noxt twelve hours, when S.D, & G, H ghrs forced
their way across the Zijkanal, This enabled Nth

N.S, H ghrs to move westwards over the brige across the
Zijkanal at s point 2700 yards west of Lettele and

thence proceed ncrth to contact the Glengarrians,

This contact was made shortly after 1430 hours 10 Apr,
and Nth N,S. Highrs continued on up the west side of the
Z1 jkanal with .he object of taking the village of Wezepeo
(9615), Opposition was very moderate all thc way; the
companies were leap~frogged one through the cther, and by
last 1light the N,rth Nevas wore within 2500 yards of
their objective with elements of 7 Cdn Reccec Regt well
out to the front and flanks, Progress in the darkness
was extremely slocw but by 0500 hours 11 Apr the battaliocn
was prepering to take over Wezepe, (WeDs., H,Qe 9 Cdn
Inf Bde and units, 10-1l1l Apr 45; alsc 3 Cdn Inf Div Ops
Log 10 Apr 45, serials 55, 57, 643 11 Apr 45, serlals

4, 13, 18), Tho absence cf resistance to our advance in
this sector indiceoted that the enemy's line wos crumbling
fast, If this was the casc, then speed in following up
was vital, In their position west of the Zijkanal, all
three of Brigadicr Rockingham!s battalions waited for
fresh instructions which, as wc shall sce, would scnd

the brigade rolling cn, far past Zwolle and Meppel, to
Leeuwarden, (3 Cdn Inf Div Special Report - 9p cit,

Noe 32, Operation "PLUNDER" by 9 Cdn Inf Bde)e

# Note The operaticns of 3 Cdn Inf Div as described in paras
116 - 135 have also been checked with the following First Cdn
Army Sitreps and Ops Suumaries as contained in ALEPF: 45/First
Cdn Army/C/H, Docket III: March a2nd April 1945, Sitreps
and Ops Summaries,

Folio 70 Sitrep No. 516 072400B - 081200B
o e6g " 517 081200B - 082400B
NPT . T " 518 082400B - 091200B
e EY " 519 091200B - 092400B
L " 520 092400B - 101200B
S - . " 521 1012008 - 102400B
- oy " 522 102400B - 111200B



OPERATIONS OF 2 CDN INF DIV, 7-10 a4PR 45™

1354. Meanwhile the instructions 1ssued on 6 Apr

by Maj-Gen Matthews for the enlarzcement of the bridgehead

over the Schipbeck Canal had been acted upon with all pcssible
speed. At 0325 hours 7 Lpr the first company of S. Sask R,
crossed the Canal on the right of Camerons of C; the other
sub-units followed and at 0730 hours both battalions were
linked in contact. An hour later the engineers began bridging
the canal at the Cameront!s bridge-site north-east of the village
of Zuidloo (0304), and rafting cper:tions were started at
Wippert (0705) behind S. Sask R. (¥.Ds., H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde
~and unlts, 7 aApr 45; 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 7 Apr 45, serlals
2418, 2420, 2422, 2426, 2428). During the morning Fus M.R.
were ferried over the canal with orders to expand eastwards,
but progress was slow due to mines and well directed small ams
fire. By 1930 hours however the Prench-Cansdians held a firm
line slightly forwaerd and to the right of S. Sask R. from a
point on the rosd 800 yards szbove Vrljbroeken (0806) eastwards
to FPort Jan (090065) thence t¢ the canal north of Bloemendsal
(092059). (2 CAn Inf Div Ops Log, 7 4pr 45, serials 2442,
2446, 2457, 2516). Having completed 1ts allotted task 6 Cdn
Inf Bde now held 1ts ground pending the capture of Holten
(1010) by 5 Cdn Inf Bde. (Ibid)

1358, Brigadler Megill's task was to capture Holten
and his plan called for a threc phasse attack. FPirst Calg
Highrs were to move across the bridge in S. Sask R's area as
"soon as it was completed, to teke up postions astride the main
road to Holten some 2000 yards ahsed of 6 Cdn Inf Bde's forward
positions. Once the Cal:aries were firm on their objsctive,

R. de Mals and R.H.C. were tc move thrcough. R. de Mals'! task
was to settle astride the road and railway lesding east from
the town while R.H.C. took the outskirts of the bullt-up portion
of Holten. In the second phase Calg Highrs was to go across
the railroad and into the small woods north of Bekken (0910),
lsaving R. de Mals to swing east tc the meln rail and roed
Junction. Aafter clearing the woods Celg Highrs would cover
enother 1000 yards to the high ground between the two roads
leading north from Holten. On the third and last phase R.H.C.
would pass tc the west of R. de Mais while that battalion
turned south to mop up the town and cccupy the scuth and
south-~eastern approuaches to it (Ibid: serial 2456)

136, The bridge at Wippert (0706) on the Schipbeek
Canal was ready for use at 0600 hours 8 Apr and the fighting
columns of 5 Cdn Inf Bde rolled over it into battle. On the
way acrcss Calg Highrs (having picked up its "B" Coy which
had been employed on 6 Cdn Inf Bde's left flank for the

past day) led off the attack with "C" and "D" Coys forward.
By 0900 hours Calg Highrs had the first cbjective and the
other twc battalicns passcd through to the line of the
rallroad and the western ocutskirts of the town without

% Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4414, Zastern Holland, 1:25,000,
Sheets 3704 - Holten, 3604 - Nijverdal, 3605 =- ﬁlmelo,
3504 - Lemelerveld, 3404 - Ommen.

G.S5.G.S. 40835, Hulland, 1:50,000, Sheet 28 =~ i4lmelo, 22 -
Coevorden, alsc Appx "E".



interference. Calg Highrs then passed un and sent "4"

and "B" Coys on to the high ground, which the artillery =nd
the heavy mcrtars of Tor ScotR{M.G.) had been pounding.
Behind the westerners, the third phase began without much
trouble, and by 2000 hours house clearing operations in
Hclten were under wa¥e (W.D., H.Qes 5 Cdn Inf Bde and units,

8 Apr 45; 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 8 apr 45, serials 2563,
2578, 2624, 2632, 2664, 2666, 2669). 1t ncw remailned for 4
Cdn Inf Bde t> pass through with the Reconnasilssance Regiment,
in preparation for which task, Brigadicr Csbeldu had his form-
ation concentrated halfway between the bridge in S. Sask

R's area and Laren. (Ibid: 2623, alsoc W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn

Inf Bie and units, 8 Apr 45) -

137. Desplte the fact tnat the main battle was
well ehead, 6 Cdn Inf Bde had nct remained totally idle.
During the past day Fus M.R. had patrolled eestwards tc find
Markelo (1404) clesr, S. Sask R. had swung to the ncrth-west
flanking 5 Cdn Inf Bde to counsolidate the high ground north
of Pleriksmars (0509), while Camerons of C. cleared the woods

bordering the Oude Schipbeek stream to their front and patrclled

westwards to contact 9 Cdn Inf Bde in the region of Bathmen.
(W.Ds., H.y. 6 Cdn Inf Bde and units, & Apr 45; 2 Cdn Inf Div
Ops Log, 8 Apr 45, serials 2637, 2643, 2644, 2653, 2654, 2663,
2879, 2889). The intention for 9 Apr was to push 8 Cdn Recce
Rezt out elong twc axes shead of two moblle cclumns of 4 Cdn
Inf Bde with the object of cutting the road Raalte (0022) -
Nijverdal (1319). Brigadier Allard's battaelions would regroup
anl be prepared to clear the wooded areas north of Holten. &
Cin Inf Bde was to remain bechind to sweep slong the axis
Holten = Markelo and to contact 1 Pul Armd Div, which had

just made 1ts appeerance on the battlefield. In adiltion to
these plans 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt (less the two squadrons
presently employed by 2 Cdn Corps and 3 Cdn Inf Div along the
Ijssel river further toc the scuth-west was to commence 1ts
long range patrol programme along the axls Raalte = Zwclle.
(Ibid: serial 2870)

138. The bright sunny morning of 9 Apr saw 4 Cdn
Inf Bde's battle groups crocss the Schipbeek Canal and pass
intc concentration. They <4id not have long to wait. A4t

0800 hours G.0.C. 2 Cdn Inf Div .ave the "go aheed" signal to
Brigadier Cabeldu and half an hour later, as word camc from

8 Cdn Recce Regt that it had "bumped" the enemy some two miles
ahead near Nleuwhsten (0514), both columns crossed the start-
line - Essex Scot - . going throuih S. Sask R. and R.H.L.I.
through 5 C3n Inf Bde north of Holten. (#.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn
Inf Bde and units, 9 Apr 45). Progress varied, slower cn the
left than the right, but resistance was not heavy. By midday
R.E.L.I., after spending some time clearing the woods south-
gast of Niesuwheten (0514), had begun to break away, and the
brigade commander ordered Lt-Col arrel to drive on as fast

as possible, by-passing &ll opposition. R.H.L.I, pressed onj;
R. Regt C. was brought forward to curl up around Nileuwheten
in order to provide a pivotin; base for the brigade. To

the west Essex Scot . was then :;iven orders to disengage

and swing east to fcllow R.H.L.I. (Ibid). The advance continued

egeinst scattered resistance, many prisuners were collected
and shortly after dark R.H.L.I. was consolidated north-east



of Haarle (0718). Essex Scut :. had travelled fast to cut
the road Raalte - Nijverlal and the rallway, and R. Regt

C. had also swerved eastwards to firm up on the south-western
side of the wooded helipghts of Haarler Berg (0917 - 0918).
(Ibid)

1359, In the meantime & and 6 Cdn Inf Bdes had been
equally busy. Early that day Brigadier Megill had put hils
three battalicns to work; R.H.C., pushed ovut to the scuth of
Holten to sweep the wosds borderin: the road Holten - Murkelo,
3imultanecusly Calz Highrs drove north t> clear the cover
north of Holten, while R. Jde M=zls supported by "4" Sgn 10

Cdn Armd Regt thrust ecst towards Rijssen (1713). (W.Ds., H.Q.
5 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 10 Cdn armd Rect, 9 Apr 45). The
capture of Rijssen proved no prcblem; R. de Mals sailed intc
the town and were firm there by 1600 hours. Lt-Ccl J. Blbssu
was then instructed to take his unit cn to the smell industrial
town of Nijverdal. After an uneventful journey the town

was entered without interferenc: and the PFrench-Canadien infantry-
men consollidated. By that time R.H.C., having ccmpleted 1ts
allotted task in the wocds, had moved up to settle in Rijsasen.
Cal: H1 _hrs remained at Holten. (%.D., HeQ. S5 Cdn Inf Div

and unlts, 9 ipr 45)

140, Part of the 6 Cdn Inf Bde's criginel intention
had been to f-ollow up 4 Bde and clear the msny small pockets
of enemy it hud by-passed; pending 2 sultable time tc do this,
Brigadier Allard's battalions were ordered tov pruceed to a
forward concentration area, mopping up en route. Thus to Rus
M.R. fell the task of clearinz the forest lands of the Holter
Berg (0914). Lt-Col J.a. Dextraze disptached his carrier
platoon to do thls and mounted his rifle companies on T.C.Vs.
to follow up. The tbjective, centring on the spot-heignt
((10111637) (75.3 metres)) at the northern end cf the
helghts, was occupied by last light with the capture of
twenty-four prisoners. (W.D., Fus d.R., 9 Apr 45)., Nelther
of the other units in 6 Bde had much tv do. During the early
evening of 9 Apr Cameruns of C. moved to concentrate north

of Nieuwheten before relieving Essex Scot +. of 4 Bde, while
S. Sask K. alsc ccncentrated in the wo:ods between Holten and
Nieuwheten to await developments. (W.Ds., S. Sask R.,
Camerons of C., 9 Apr 45)

141, In the early hours of 10 apr,® Cesmercns of C.
to k over the Essex Scot pcsitions west of Nijverdal; this
allowed Lt-Col Pangman's men to explelt further north, and by
0600 hours the Essex were firm on the Hellendoornsche feature
(1024 - 1025) south-west of Hellendoorn (1222). A4t the same
time R. Rezt C. moved up t2 the northernmost part of the
feature, which on vccupzation was discovered to be cone of the
largest "V" weapon launching sites ever seen. The third unit,
R.H.L.I., remained near Haarlec (0718) and patrollcd northward

® See ALppx "F".
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beyond the road Rsalte - Nijverdal. (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf
Bde and units; 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 10 Apr 45, serials 3102,
3108, 3109, 3116, 3149). Meanwhile on the right 5 Cdn Inf
Bde had carried out s most successful advance. In qulck crder
R.H.C. passed through R. de Mals at 0700 hours, entered
Hellendoorn, and reached the Overijsselsch Canal west of
Hankate (1227). Here the Black Watch did not waste time;
Lt-Col S.W. Thompson, D.8.0., M.C., passed threec rifle companies
over the rubble of the demolished bridge and wan t on to take
the village of Lemele (1029). Behind R.H.C., while Dutch
civilians were crganized to operate a light ferry service

for the battalion's heavier weapons and the englneers
prepared to erect a class 40 bridgse over the canal, Calg
Highrs advanced to conéentrate south of the obstacle and west
of the main road to Hankate (1227) (W.Ds., H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf
Bde and units, 10 Apr 45).

142. Assisted by members of the Dutch underground,
the engineers began work on the bridse at Hankate (1227),
guaranteeing to have the supporting tanks of 10 Cdn Armd
Regt over within a few hours. Whlle this work progressed,
the Black Viatch pressed on to the next barrier, the Regze
River, a tributary of the Vecht, "B" Coy led the way up the
main road but on arrival at the river found the bridge
(1033) in the usual state of demolition. While the carrier
platocn probed the wooded areas of achterveld (0735 - 0835)
on the left, "B" Coy scrambled across thne river at the
bridge-site, and was soon jolned by the cther sub-units which
crossed by a footbridie situated east of the road and
carelessly overlooked by the German demclition parties. 1In
addltion, ancther undamaged bridie was found south-east of
Archem (1131), makinz it possible for the battalion's vehicles
and the forward elements of 8 Cdn Recce Regt to move up.
Brizadier Megill then ordered R. de Mals to get on from
Nijverdal, and directed Calg Hizhrs tc follow the route used
by the Black Watch's vehlicles. By 1840 hours Calg Highrs
were consolidating in the village of Bestmen (1134) and R.
de Mais to_k over the task of securin: the right flank,
establishing itself about Eerde (1233). (W.Ds., H.Q. b Cdn
Inf Bde and units, 10 Apr 45; 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 10 Apr
45, serials 3223, 3251, 3279, 3286, 3294). The remarkable
progress made by 5 Cdn Inf Bde was brought to a halt as the
day ended however, for the enemy decided to defend Ommen
(1036), at least for a time. "C" Coy R.H.C. was heavily
engaged by small arms fire on the spprcach to the reilway
line south of Ommen, and the brigade commander, fully
eppreciating the defensive value of the ground shead, the
danger of extended lines of communication, and the bridging
difficultlies as well as the fact that the objective shead
of him called for a set-plece attack halted for the night.
?iiig?ree battalions therefore held their ground and patrolled.
2%

143. While & Cdn Inf Bde had been carrying out its
spectacular advance towards Ommen, 4 Bde had sent R.H.L.I. and
Essex Scot forward at 1400 hours with the object of seizing
the high ground north of the Overijsselsch Canal and left of
the main road Lemele - Ommen. This advance was quite unevent-
ful. By 1900 hours both R.H.L.I. and Essex Scot were firm

in thelr allottcd areas and R. Regt C. had come up to settle
west of (end around) Lemele astride 5 Cdn Inf Bde's line of
communications which was alsc the main divisional axis,



(W.D.y, HeQ. 4 Cdn Inf Bde and units, 10 Apr 453 2 Cdn Inf
Div Ops Log, 10 Apr 45, serlals 3228, 3231, 3238, 3239, 3242,
3247). 6 Cdn Inf Bde, hevinz completed the clearing of its
areas, had stcod by all day awalting fresh instructions.
(WeDe, E«Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 10 Apr 45).

144, h¢ 2100 hours 10 Apr Maj-Gen Matthews issued
his plans for the next day's work. 2 Cdn Inf Div was to
continue the pressure on Ommen with 5 and 4 Cdn Inf Bdes.,

6 Bde weas tc form 1tself into a battle group and start off on
a long journey around the richt flank through the arca
through which 1 Pel armd Div was advancing to the north. The
brigade concentration was toc be made at Gramsvergen (2846),
whence a thrust was to be launched westwards by Camerons of
C. led by a squadron of 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt (R.C.D.) to
establish a firm base at Balkbrug (0946), the object being

to cut off the enemy facing 4 ani & Cdn Inf Bdes. S. Sesk R,
was to follow up and position itsel® south of Balkbrug with
the task of dealing with Ommen from the rear. FRus M.R. were
to setile on the firm base prepared to support either S.

Sask R. or drive norti to Groningen. (2 Cdn Inf Div Ops

Log, 10 aApr 45, serial 3299). Just before midnight 10/11
Apr, Brigadlier allard's brigade group sterted to roll and,
whatever course events might take, 6 Cdn Inf Bde's part
appeared sureof having significant consequence. (W.D.,

H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 10 Apr 45)

145, To the men of the reconnalssance and armoured
car reglments the pa:zt few days had been days of fulfilment.
A8 the enemny lcosened up shesd of our infantry, so the
opportunity had arisen to ply their trade "according to the
book™., This was speciclly the case with Canada's senicr cavalry
regiment, The Koyal Canadian Dragoons (1 Cdn armd C. Regt),
which had long been bursting with eagerness to do a real
"armoured car job". In Italy this regiment had fought in
many stranze roles, a necessary yet bltter experience for men
who had been trained for the classic cavalry task - the mad
dash into the enemy's territory to nelghten the confusion

of the break-thraugh. f the prospects which arcse when the
unit went under Lt-Gen Simond's commend, the regimental
historian wrote with great enthusiasm:

It was felt that now cr never The Royal Canadian
Dragoons would establisn thelr reputation as the
truly great Regiment they kmew themselves to be

and tc a man the Regiment hoped and prayed that

here at last after the bitter memories of the Liri,
Gothic Line, Marrechia, Savic and all the other
rivers and canals where they had fought and crossed,
the golden opportunity of a proper armoured car role
would present itself. Subsequent events proved

that such indeed was tc be the case...

(The Royal Canadlan Dragoons,
1939-45, p. 156)

146, For the Dragoons therefore 9 apr was an

historic day. OUn thut day, the regiment went into its first
real action in north-west Europe. Leaving "A" Sgn in a

holding role east of Doesburg, "C" and "D" Sgns flung themselves



into the fifty-mile squere which had been a paratrocp training
ground of the German Air Forceé. Here lurked many remnants

of the once proud parachute formstions, and during the first
day the Dragoons made their presence felt. By nightfall
Okenbroek )0312) had been passed, the villa_.e of Heten (0116)
was within small srms ranie and 91 prisoners had been taken.
These prisnners came from an uss rtuent of ra;ldily deteriorating
parachute, enzineer, flak and training units at present

under command of 88 Corps: ¢n the following day exploltation
commenced along the route Raalts - Zwolle, with "B" and "C"
Sgn up. Raalte was tapped and contained from the east and

by midnight 10/11 Apr the armoured cars were maintalning

a flank screen to ths south-west of 2 Cdn Inf Div from

the railway north of Haarle (0718) past Luttenberg (0623)

to Lemelerveld (0428). (#.De, 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt, 9 - 10

Apr 45; First Cdn Army Int Summsries Nos 2837, 9 Apr 453

284, 10 Apr 45)

147. 8 Cdn Recce Regt, commanded by Lt-Col B.M. Alway,
had likewlse been operd ing widely dispersed and well to the
fore, yet always’ very closely co-ordinated with the movements
of the mailn thrust. O0Onc¢ squadron worked the left flank in
contact with 1 Cdn Armd C. Re: t, while a second squadron,
besldes spcarheading the advancing infantry, covered the

right flank, where contact was later established with 1 Pol
Armd Div. By the evening of 10 Apr the "reccemen" were
roaming freely, and it appeared that a complete collapse of
the enemy's line was imminent. As 1f to encourage this belief,
the squadrons were issued with fresh maps that night. The
sequence of the maps alone was enough to convey a thrilling
message, for they covered many miles to the north, straight
through to the sea. (W.D., 8 Cdn Recce Rogt, 9-10 ipr 45;

2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 9 Apr 45, serials 2909, 2916, 2929,
2983, 3015, 3027, 2040, 3086; 10 Apr 45, serlals 35131, 3143,
3171, 3183, 3219, 3221, 3222, 3225, 5263, 3264)%

148, However, with the attacking forces situated

as they were at this time, i1t provided an item of speculation
as to who might reach the coast first, for by this time 4 Cdn
arm@ Div had crossed the Ems River at Meppen and was now

some sixty miles to the north-east. (WW.D., G.S., H.Qs, 4 Cdn
Armd Div, 10-11 Apr 45)

~ THE CRUSSING OF THE EMS RIVER 5Y 4 CoN aiill oIV,
7-1C APR 40

149, The crossing of a water obstacle is never the
choicest of operstions. Even under favourable conditiocns of

% War Diary sources are not adequate. It 1s necessary to
follow this Operations Log to .et the full pilcture of
Reconnalssance Operations.

xx Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4416, Central Eurcpe, 1:100,000,
Sheets L1 - Emden, L2 - Wilhelmshaven,
Ml - Groningen, M2 - Oldenburg, N1 - Almelo,
N2 - Osnabruck.
GeS.GeS. 4414, Western Germany, Shests 3309
Meppen, 3209 - Haren, 3210 - K1, Berssen,
5109 - Lathen, 3110 - Tahn, 3111 - Sogsl,
3112 - Werlte, also Appx "D".



ground, weather, and amcunt of resistance, the task involves
careful preparation to mest the cocuntless difficulties

which invarliably arise¢. The attack by 4 Cdn Armd Bde across
the Ems River proved to be no exception, On the morning of
7 Apr Brigadier Moncel set about the clsarance of the western
half of Meppen with A. & S.H. of C. in order to secure the
left bank of the River. Opposition at first was not hesavy,
but as the Argyles closed up tc the river the enemy on the
east bank became very actlve and engazcd our trocps with
20-mm gun fire. During the afterncun, however, the Germans
recclved some extremely hezavy punishment as thirty-two
Typhoons asppeared (at 1430 hours) and, although the aircraft
ran into a pood deal of light antl-alrcruft fire, each dived
repeatedly to rocket and strafe th. offending pcsiticns.
(:ﬁoDS-’ H-Qo 4 Cdn Armd Bde, he & S.H. of C-, 7 Apr 45)

150. Whille these activitlies progressed an even
rougher treatment of the enemy was being planned a2t divisicnal
headquarters. There Brigadier Moncel recelved from Maj-Gen
Vokes the orders for the brigade to assasult across the Ems

at Meppen, and then breask out and advance along a new centre
line Meppen - So.el (8571) - PFriescythe (0692) - Oldenburg.
(ieDe, HeQs 4 Cin Armd Bdey 7 Apr 45). The ar;yles were tc
secure the bridgehead. The battaelion plen was tc attack c¢n

a front cf two companles, supgcrted by the fire of srtillery
and tanks. (W.D., Ao & S.H. Oof C., 7 Apr 45). ihen the
bridgenead hud been established, Lzke Sup R. (Mot) would

lead the brizade throurh, followed by the Linc & Welld R.
embussed, then Brigade neadquarters (protected by a squadron
of armoured cars), 12 Cdn Lt B amb, 22 and 21 Cdn 4rmd Regts,
and 23 Cdn R Regt (S.P.). (%.De, H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde, 8

Apr 45). The decisicn to advance to the east instead of to
the north made a cumplete regrouping necessery. The full welght
of the Canadian armour was to be flung acrcss the Ems into the
North German plain., The Ccevorden sector was to change hands
and become another firm base for the advance of 1 Pcl Armd
Div. The Poles were at the timc councentratin: further to the
south-west near Goor. (Ibid).

151. The forthcoming attack was obviously gcing

tu demand spsedy exscutlon in the initlal stage and heavy
support in its exploitaticn. It therefore became most
inperative that all available forces be marshsalled clese

at hand t° reinforce the first siins of success. To facllitate
the re-rouping, a Belgian S..a.S. Regiment had been placed

under Maj-Gen Vokes' command, He now used 1t, supported by a
battery of & Cdn i4.Tk Regt, tc take over the armoured brigade's
positions at C._evorden, thus freeing those elements of 4. &
S.H. of C. and Lake Sup R. (Mot) which had been hulding that
area. There were many staff and technical problems to be
settled before the plan of Cperations eould be put into effect, and
the units had to be ccocneentrated and made ready for battle,

The movement along the centre line which passed thr.ugh the
hamlets of Neuenhaus (4733) - Esche (4738) Gr.” Ringe (4544) -
Twist (5449) - Ruhle (6752) - to hastily seleccted concentration
arees, without the advantage of previous reconnaissance, was
made more difficult by the state of the roads. The brigade's

% Gr. (Gross or Grosse) i.e., Great.



armoured column (in order 21, 22, 28 Cdn armd Regts) began

to> move up at 1500 hours and the srmour rolled slowly north-
ward without mishap until carly evening, but by that time the
weipht of traffic (represented by 21 Cdn Armd Rejt leading the
column and the Bngineer and Service Corps lorries full of
bridging egquipment) had severely dama.ed the rcads. This was
unfortunate, especially for Lake Sup R. (Mot) which, having
been previously sluated to traill the column int> Meppen, was
suddenly crdered tu leave its area at Emlichheim (4046)

and mcve east to relieve A. & S.H. of C. (presently suppcrted
by "a" Sqn 28 Cdn Armd Regt). The argyles were to be pulled
back to prepare fur the attack acruss the river. (W.Ds., H.Q.
4 Cdn Inf Bde and units and 4. & S.H. cf C., 7 apr 45)

152, The C.0., Lake Sup R. (Mot), Lt=-Col R.i. Keene,
led his men about half way to Meppen, where the battal.on was
forced tc stop. The brigade diarist explained the situation
in these words:

++« The ccbble stone rd which suffcered heavily
from the passage of the first armd regt and the

hy bridging lcrries finelly at about 2000 hrs gave
up the ghost completely and the cobble stones
disappeared into the peat bsg and in places the rd
ceased to exist. Mov came to a cumplete halt and
sur position was not enviable.

The Lake Sup R (Mot) were required uriently in the
area MEPPEN end i1t was of importance that they
should et thr-ough. Finally e diversion previously
used by the 4. & S.H. ¢f C. and one coy of the Lake
Sup R. (Mot) was cleared .f some suspected bazcoka
oppusition and in complete darkness cver sandy trails
and a class nine br thc Lake Sup R, (Mot) finally
worked themselves into the osutskirts of MEPPEN.

(#.D., H.Qe. 4 Cdn Armd Bde.,
7 Apr 45)

Meppen was reached at about 0400 hours 8 Apr; once there "B"
and "C" Coys relieved A. & S.H. of C. while "A" Coy firmed up
at K1. Fullen (6554) with elements of 18 Cdn Armd C., Regt.
(W.D.j} Lake Sup R. (Mot), 7 Apr 45) '

153, By far the most strenucus task of the moment
was that of gettin: the remainin; armour and Linc & Welld R.
forward. As the Brigede diary explains further,

This still left half of the 22 Cdn Armd Regt, all of
the 28 Cdn armd Regt, all of the Linc & Welld R. ard
all of the Echs stranded along the rd which for all

practical purposes had ceased to exist.

(4.De, Ho 3. 4 Cdn 4rmd Bde.,
7 Apr 45)

Under these adverse cunditicns the dispositions of 4 CAn Armd
Bdc at midnicht 7/8 Lpr werc somewhat scattered. However

by 0600 hours 7 Apr the situation showed marked improvement,
although part of the armour was still not in the position
required for the coming attack. Forward in Meppen itself were
"B" and "C" Coys of the motor battaelion supported by "4" Sgn
28 Cdn Armd Re;it. Preparing for the asszult in K1l. Fullen



were A. & S.H. of C. together with "A" Coy Lake Sup R. (Mot)
and elements of 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt. The remainder of the
brizade was more dispersed according to the pecullar conditions
of terraln in that area. 21 Cdn armd Rezt was concentrated

on the north-western outskirts of the woods north of Meppen,
while the Grenadiers were situsted north of Gr. Fullen (6556).
The last three squadrons of 28 Cdn armd Re t were still far
back around the hamlet of Twist where the rozds had become
impassable to the heavy Shermans. FParther back stlll along

the road from Neuenhaus Linc & welld R. (mow under Brigadier
Moncel's command) was also delaycd by the condition of the
route, and 1t was to be some hours before this regiment reached
its concentration area outside Meppen. (%.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd
Bde and units, Linc & Welld R. and A. & S.H. of C., 7-8

Apr 45, ALEF: 45/4 Cdn Armd Div/C/H, Docket I: Ops Log, 7

Apr 45, serials 73, 87; 8 Apr 45, serials 1, 3, 9). In
immediate support of the brigadec was 23 Cdn Fd Rest (S.P.)
which had moved up to the region of Ruhle (6652) where it
deployed its suns and awalted tae time of asssult. (%W.D.,

154. As the tall of the armour extricated itself

from the peat bogs west of Meppen, A. & S.H. of C. had
completed preparations for their assault. The boats were
ready. "C" and "A" Coys were to lead the way across the

river on the left and right respectively; "C" Coy was to secure
the left flank from the river to the railway about Altmepperhof
(9656); "A" Coy was to scize the area of the crossroads
(703558). On the successful completion of this phase, "D"

Coy would pass through "C" on the left to consolidate astride
the road s uth of 4n der Radde (7056), wnile "B" Coy would
swing south from "4A" Coy's holding to the built-up position

of Meppen north of An der Hutte (7055). Thereafter "A" Coy

was to go through "B", cross the footbridge over the Dortmund -
Ems canal just south of its Y-shaped junction (7056) with the
Ems River, and swing in to capture the southern end of the
town, (.UA'..D., he & S.H. of Cl, 7 Apl" 45)

155. Despite some delay caused by one company which
lost 1ts way, the arsyles succeeded in crossing the small

river at 0600 hours 8 Apr. Thersafter the operation progressed
rapidly, strictly accordinz to tne plan, and luckily without
casualties. By 0700 hours the two leading companies were
established on the east side and two hours later the whole
battallon was on the way to its final objectives, all of which
were secured without difficulty or casualties and cleared by
mid-afternoon (Ibid). In the words of the divisional diarist:

Opposition broke quickly and clearing proceeded

with 1ittle difficulty. PW provided the answer

to this aslmost bloodless crossing. NO reputable

unit was avallable to def the town. Two days ago,
Lt-Col Schieber, who comd the recruiting depot

in the dist, was deputized to assemble a force from
such stragglcrs as he could lay hand to. The result,
one weak Bn which compounded some 2 Cm guns of 276
Flak Bn, could NOT be sald to constitute a formidable
force.

(¥.D», G:8., H.7, 4 Can Lrmd Div,
8 Apr 45)



Three 20-mm guns had been knocked out and 47 yrisoners.
captured so far. (W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde and units, and
A. & S,H. of C., 8 Apr 45)., With the consolidation of lieppen
well under way, the engineers of 9 Cdn Fd Sgn with a troop
of 8 Cdn Fd Sqn and 40 odd ploneers worked on the construction
of a bridge. This project commenced at about 1130 hours and
the 215-foot length of Balley pontoon bridge was opened to
traffic shortly after 1930 hours, much earlier than had been
expected. It was now time for the main body of the armoured
brigade to cross the EZms River and break out to the north,
Brigadier Moncel planned to have Luke Sup R. (Mot) lead

off to feel out the route towards Sogel (8571) by following
the road and raillway eastwards. from Meppen to the crossroads
south of ILohe (7857). At that point Lt-Col Keane's men were
to turn north, followed by an armoured column. (Ibid).

156, Since early that morning Lake Sup R. (Mot) had
been busy. At 0700 hours "A" Coy had journeyed nortn to

Haren (6666), where another demolished bridge littered the
river banks, and here a short skirmishn which resulted in two
casualties took place. Shortly after noon however this company
was brought back to Meppen, where orders were given for the
continuation of the advance. The motor battalion was to follow
the road Lohe (7857) - Kl. Berssen (8163) - Sogel (8571) with
"B" Coy leading. By this time an energetic platoon of the
Superiors had ferried itself across the river and was already
probing the eastern exits from Meppen. (Ibid). West of the
river, the brigade column had formed up and was walting for the
signal to cross and begin its advance. The order of march
called for Linc & Welld R. (embussed) to follow Lake Sup R.
(Mot), followed in turn by Brigade Headquarters (and the

units shown in para 150). 28 Cdn Armd Regt was to remain in
Meppen to go eventually under command 10 Cdn Inf Bde, when

that formation should reach the east bank of the Ems Rilver.
(WeDss, He3. 4 Cdn Armd Bde and units; and Linc & Welld R.,

8 Apr 45)

157. At 2030 hours the main body of Lake Sup R. (Mot)
crossed the river and started out towards Kl. Berssen. It

met resistance on the route, whereupon the 0fficer Commanding
asked permission to switch the weight of hls attack along
another more northerly route through Lathen (7174) and Tinnen
(7267). (W.D., H.2. 4 Cdn Armd Bde and Lake Sup R. (Mot), 8
and 9 Apr 45). The brigade commander quickly consented to this
change in plan, for he had been instructed to break out with
all possible speed. Thls declsion was well justified. A
break-through was effected and the motor battalion made
excellent progress, At 0315 hours 9 Apr Linc & Welld Regt
crossed the bridge in the weke of the Lake Superiors. The
brigade war diary describes the events which followed thusi=

At first 1t the tall of the Linc & Welld Regt was

just clearing the obstacle and Bde H.Q. was to follow.
The Coy of Lake Sup R. (Mot) working along the old

CL hed been withdrawn and it was decided to push B
Sgn of 18 Cdn Armd Car Regt out along that axils

and inf sp was arranged for them through the A &

S H of C.



From 2 staff standpoint there then followed one of

the most satlisfactory operations imaginable. Comns
were excellent. An adequate supply of LOs was
availlable end 1t was relatlively easy to effect changes
in the course of the battle and to exercise control.
By 0645 hrs lcading clements of the Leke Sup R.

(Mot) were clearing the town of Lathen and immediately
on the completion of thils they had orders to push
NORTH towards the KUSTEN KANAAL and east towards
SOGEL.

(W.D., H.Qs 4 Cdn Armd Bde,
9 4pr 45).

To Lt-Col Keane's "B" and "C" Coys, Lathen yilelded sbout

1C0 - prisoners, all very surprised at the sudded appesarance
of our troops. A further short, sharp attack on the reilway
station on the north side of the town by "4" Coy resulted

in the capture of -89 more prisoners. (W.D., Lcke Sup
R. (Mot), 9 Apr 45)

158. North of the Lathen station the enemy engeged
our troops heavily and no further advance was possiblée in that
direction, but to the east the Superiors carried everything
before them. Sogel was cleared by "C" Coy, which pushed on to
Werpeloh (8475) then to the edge of Borger (8679), where

again the enemy reacted with considersble violence and forced
the Canadlian infantry to withdraw slightly. By this time Linc
& Welld R. had taken over temporary duty in Lathen and the
rest of Lt-Col Keane's battalion was firmed up around Sogel
with elements of 22 Cdn Armd Regt. "B" Sgn 18 Cdn .rmd C.
Regt, which had remeined on the origlnsl centre line (see

para 156) to tap the opposition, had also found the going
anything but easy, and it too was forced to explore other
side-routes in order to get ahezd. Ably assisted by a small
force of 4. & S.H. of C., the sarmoured cars managed to gzain
ground slowly and at 1300 hours had contacted the 30 Brit
Corps! left flank formation (43 (W.) Inf Div) south of Lohe.
At this stage, however, the infanfry returned to Meppen,
leaving the armoured cars to continue alone. (W.Ds., HeQ. 4
Cdn armd Bde & units; 4. & S.H. of C., Linc & Welld R., 18

Cdn Armd Regt, 9 Apr 45)

159, The momentum of the advance was kept up, and by
evening 4 Cdn Armd Bde nad taken places twenty-five miles away
from the starting point which it had left eizhteen hours before.
(W.D., HeQ. 4 Cdn Armd Bde, 9 apr 45). As the leading troops
made ground, Brigadier Moncel had brought forward more of

his men and by last light held a strong fortress-like position
covering the Ems bridgehead. Sogel was held by 21 Cdn Armd
Regt, together with the Linc & Welld Regt and a company of the
motor battalion. Another motor company held Werpeloh, to which
they had retired after being driven back from Borger (two miles
to the north) by bazooka and small-arms fire. Far on the left
"A" Coy had resumed its advance north along the railway through
Beckusen (7382). Lathen on the Ems was garrisoned by the re-
mainder of 22 Cdn Armd Rezt, and the Argyles were still
concentrating at Meppen. (4LEF: 45/First Cdn army/C/H, Docket
l: Ops Log, 9 4pr 45, and W.D., G.S., 2 Cdn Coys, h4pril 1945,
Appx 3, Ops Log, 10 ipr 45, serial 7). In addition, the
armoured car squadron which had been approachinz Sogel from



the south, had, in spite of road blocks, mines and craters,
reached Sogel to report the existence of a good class 40
bridge south of the town. (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn asrmd Bde, 9 Apr
43)

160, Inspired by the rapid progress of the first

few hours, Brigadler Moncel contemplated pressini on to Werlte
(9672), Lorup (9380) and Breddenvurg (9184), but it was
apparent that his trocps were much too tired; orders were
therefore given to halt the advance and dig in while artillery
harassing fire tasks were laid on to soften up the enemy's
positions ahezd. (Ibid). After a gulet night, at 0600 hours
10 apr Linc & #Aelld R. commenced the move towards Vierlte against
moderate opposition and by 0945 hours Lt-Col .. Coleman had
his men (less the company gerrisoning Sogel) deployed outside
the village ready to assault. "B" Coy led the way but was

soon pinned down and "." Coy was committed to carry out a right
hook. Opposition was still neavy, but by 1335 hours the three
companies of Linc & Welld R. had cleared the southern half of
the village. Fresh instructions were then received to the
effect that Linc & Welld R. was not to go beyond Werlte,

for at this particular stage neither of the routes from Sogel

to .erlte nor from Sogel to lierpeloh (8475) wae secure. (Ibid).

161. Evidence of the enemy's determination was
plentiful; already that morning Sogel had been counter-attacked
by memb rs of 31 Para Bn who fell upon the garrison (comprising
elements of Linc & Welld R., Leke Sup R. (Mot), 8 Cdn Fd Sqn
and 12 Cdn Fd amb), causing numerous casualties. It was only
after en all out effort by these units that the place was
clear. (W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn armd Bde & units, 12 Cdn Fd
ambulence, 8 Cdn Fd Sqn, 10 4pr 45). To the medical men, espec=-
ially, it was by far the most exciting event in thelr unit's
history, as thelr diary shows

They |the enemf] pressed an attack of approx 30 men

right down the street on which we were situated.

Our men hed to teke up arms. Some of the enemy

were killed within 10 yds of the ADS entrance.

Naturally a great deal of excitement ensued.  After

about one hour a troop of tanks arrived who blasted

houses from which enemy were snipinz. W.en the

attackers were finally wiped out we realized that we

hed been holding a smell portion of the front. If

we had not taken up arms we would have been shot

up end the enemy would have galned access to the

main street of the town. We had 5 of our personnel

wounded, one seriously. Personnel of an Engineer

and an RCaSC unit who had peen over-run in the early

dawn werc killed or wounded. &ll ranks of the unit

did wvery well. 4iDS personnel continued working

even with small crms fire coming through the windows,

S.Bs. were working under direct fire. Twc were

wounded.

(W.D., 12 Cdn Fd Amb,
11 Apr 45)



162, In order to prevent any further local
interference with our plans, it was decilded to firm up A
along the two axes, Sogel - Tierlte and Sogel - lierpeloh.

To assist in this task, two companies of 4. & S.H. of C.
besan the journey eastwards from Meppen in Kangaroos. At

the same tine 22 Cdn ~rmd Regt occupied Oostenwalde (8971),
where the tanks awalted preparatory to the continuation of
the advance on Lorup (9381). The brigade's position was
strengthened further by the arrivel of "A" Coy Lake Sup R.
(Mot), which had been operaeting far on the left flank

(area Lathen - Beckusen). During the afternoon "B" Sgn

of the armoured car Regiment probed the open right flank

and at 1700 hours an argyle company reported to each of 21
and 22 Cdn irmd Regts. (w.Ds., H.3. 4 Cdn Lrmd Bde and
units, A. & S.H. of C., 10 4pr 45). Ahead of 4 Cdn Armd

Bde and all across the present front 84 Gp R.A.F. took full
advantage of the good weather, With 72 fighter bombers aided
by another ten in a tactical reconnaissance role, the group
blasted away freely at every sign of enemy movement in the
peth of the advance. (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde, 10 Apr 45)

136, During the night 10/11 Apr the two armoured
ragiments used their guns to great effect on the woods in

the triangle Sogel - lierlte - Lorup and on the villsges

and farms nearby, and when dawn came the brigade was ready

to resume its advance on Borger. Other immediate tasks were
the clearance of the woods within the triangle by Lake Sup

R. (Mot) and the mopping up of VWerlte by Linc & Welld R.

By 0830 hours all three operations were under way, the capture
af Borger being allotted to 21 Cdn armd Regt. (Ibid)

164. While the armoured brigade was scoring conspicuous
success in its dash to the north-east, 10 Cdn Inf Bde head

carried o its private war with the stubborn garrison of

Wierden., Supported by the guns of 15 Cdn Fd Regt, Alq R. head
fought a series of engagements with the stubborn defenders

from 5 Apr on, without teking the place. This sore of enemy
resistance was a constant menace to the main rcute north over

the Twente Canal west of Delden, and many vehicles were shot

up and their drivers killed or wounded when they were meny miles
behind the "front":

Because of infiltration east of the subsidliary canal
and the enemy fire directed at the arec west of
Delden, the main supply route which crossed the
Twente Canal just west of this town was actually

in the front line. L. of C. trefiic which poured
over the bridge throughout the night was frequently
sniped at and occasionally mortared or shelled.

The down ruute through Delden was not well marked
end from time to time vehiclss instead of turning
west along the Goor road until stopped by fire at
the subsidiary cansl. Short of this canal was a
graveyard of vehicles which had been shot up by the
enemy from the west bank.

(R.4A. Spencer, History of the
Canadian Field Regiment, p. 243)

®x Reference mep: G.S.G.S. 4083, Holland, 1:50,000, Sheect
28 - Almelo., also Appx "D".



165. This unhappy situation along our lines of
communication only ended when Alq R. patrols worked their
way into the village on 9 apr, to find 1t empty. Thils easy
entry, however, was no zgauge of what had gone before.

Several well supported attempts had been made by the
Algonquins, some with serious loss. Only the day before

a strong infantry patrol nad penetrated as far as the church
in Wierden but had been driven back by heavy small arms and
20-mm fire. The first cue for a general loosening up of
resistance on this lengthy flank came late on 8 apr, when

29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt entered Goor at the base of the flank
west of Delden. Here clvlilians reported a hasty exodus by
the enemy towards the ncrth. The enemy had evidently only
held Wierden as long as 1t acted as a covering position for
his withdrawal; when the strong point had served its purpose,
the Germans litersally vanished, and quick contact was made
with 2 Cdn Inf Div at Rijssen (1713), thus solidifying the
front. (WcDS., Hu:},o 10 Cdn Inf Bde & nlq Ro, 29 Cdn Armd
Recce Regt, 8-9 Apr 45; %.D., G.S., H.Q., 4 Cdn Armd Div,
April 1945, Appx 8l: Ops Log serial 43; 2 Cdn Corps Ops Log,
9 Apr 45, serisls 25 and 36). 10 Cdn Inf Bde, though at
present consisting only of the Algonquins and 29 Cdn Armd -
Recce Regt, was now available to move to the north-east to
Meppen with the rest of the division. (Ibid)

166. With the end of the German resistance at
Wierden, the Shermans of 28 Cdn armd Recce Regt, the guns of
15 Cdn R4 Regt, and the T.C.Vs. carrying the Algonquins rolled
away to the north-east. The new role of the brigade necessitated
soms regrouping. 4. & S.H. of C. rcturned once mors under
commend, and edditional armour was zdded by placing 28 Cdn
Armd Regt under command of the infantry brigade. WeDs, G.8,.,
H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Div, entry 9 and 10 April 1945, and Appx 26
and 27). The task set for 10 Cdn Inf Bde was to relieve the
squadron of 22 Cdn Armd Regt and the motor company in Lathen,
"then proceed on and capture in succession, Papenburg and
Leer", The armoured reconnaissance unit and 4. & S.H. of C.
were to remain at Meppen pending developments. (W.Ds., 10 Cdn
Inf Bde and units, 9 Apr 45, W.D., G.S., H.Qs 4 Cdn armd Div,
April 1945, Appx 81l: Ops Loz, 9 Apr 45, serilal 80)

167, A8 has been noted, "i" Coy Lake Sup R. (Mot)
had first felt its way north from Lathen along the a2xis of the
road and railway against fair cpposition. This had decreased,
and when Alq R. and elements of 28 Cdn Armd Regt (under Lt-Col
R.A. Bradburn) tock over the responsibility on the left flank,
it was with the intention of croussing the Kusten Canal ir that
area., But when the troops reached the obstacle, the bridges were
found to be demolished and well covered by small arms fire
from the north bank. Reconnzissance of the pcssible crossing
sites continued until shortly after noon, when Maj-Gen Vokes
ordered Brigadier Jefferson to turn over his present positions
to 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt and to reconoltre in force to the east
towards Neuborger (8184), Borgerwald (8586) and Breddenburg,
By 1800 hours the Algonquins' vanguard company, supported by
tanks of 28 Cdn armd Rest, reported the community of Neuborger
clear. (W.Ds., H.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde, alq R., 28 Cdn Armd Regt,
10 4pr 45). There follow.d the dispatch of a second company-
squadron group to Borgerwald which was also found unoccupled
at 0400 hours 1l Apr. From Borgerwald patrols were to be sent
south to Borger i1tself, where it was hoped that 10 Cdn Inf Bde



and Brigadier Moncel'!s formation would make contact. (W.Ds.,
H.Q. 10 Cin Inf Bde and units, 10-11 ipr 45). Maj-Gen Vokes!
intention was to> press his asdvance on t- the new main ocbjective,
Oldenburg, alon; the axis PFriesoythe - Bad Zwischenahn, by
capturing Lindern (0373), Vrees (0377) and Lorup as quickly

as possible. (First Cdn Army Liaison Offrs Reports op cit,
101600). The tasks of capturin: Leer and Papenbur; had been
passed to 1 Pol Armc Div, (Ibid)

1 POL ~RMD DIV ENTERS THE BATTLE, 8-1l1 APR 45®

168. By the morning of 11 Apr the situation on the
extended flank of 4 Cdn Armd Div had undergone a considerable
chenze, for 1 Pol Armd Div had been fully committed on 10 Apr,
with orders to advance north on the axls Coevorden - Emmen =
Nieuwe Schasns (6409). The Poles were tc bulld a class 40
bridge at Haren (6666) (north of Meppen) and drive all out

for Leer (8118) and Papenburg (7798), the origzinal objectives
of 4 Cdn Armd Div. (Ibid, Maj-Gen .iaczek's famous filghters
hed first appeared on the scene on 8 4ipr, when the division
bezan 1ts concentration in 2 Cdn Corps' area, taking over fthe
line of the Twente Canal opposite Goor (2104) from a detachment
of 6 Cdn Armd Regt. On 9 Apr the Poles, then fully concentrated
around the region of Goor - Borculo (1691), sent their motor
battalion to Coevorden, where the S.i..S. Regiment holdins that
area came under commaeni, The task allotted to the division at
that time was for 1 Pol Inf Bn Gp to advance north from the
Twente and contact 2 Cdn Inf Div at Rijssen, while 8 Pol Inf
Bn Gp moved up on the left tc contact 4 Cdn Armd Div's 10

Cdn Inf Bde at «#lerden, the capture and security of both these
places being in hi:h priority if still held by the enemy.

9 Pol Inf Bn was %o re.aln in Goor and the Polish Armour was
to concentrate near Karkelo. as we have already noted, the
capture of trnese places by the Polish troops proved to be
unnecessary, (see paras 137 - 138 to this report) and the
division pressed on to the ncrth. (Pirst Cdn Army Ops Log,

9 Apr 45, serials 90, 91, 106, 108)

169. wnile the main body of the division moved up,
the Polish motor battalion (with the S.4i.3.) maintained contact
north of Coevorden and carried out & rapld dash to the north-
west which resulted in the bridge over the small canal south
of Oosterhesselen (3162) being seized intact. Throughout

the early morning of 10 Apr the Polish armour and infantry
crept steadily forwerd and by midiay, as 8 Pol Inf Bn headed
north to cccupy Hardenberg, 9 Pol Inf Bn took over left flank
protection from "D" Sqn 18 Cdn armd C. Rezt toc hold the line
Den Ham (1530) - Daarle (1827) - Hooge-Hexel (2023) - Het Loo
(2119). At the same time 10 Pol nrad Recce Regt wes advancing
north-west asiride the road Coeverden - Dalen (3356) - Wezup
(3168) - Westerbork (2473), while the motor battalion pushed
north-east to capture another gocd bridse at Holsloot (3759).
(Ibids 10 4Lipr, serials 21, 31, 44, 53)

170. During the afterncon of 10 Apr the pace of the
operation increased and by nizhtfall the Pol Armd Recce Regt
had swept forward to the area of Westervork with strong

% Reference maps: G.3.G.S. 4416, Central Europe, 1:100,000,
Sheets N1 - ilmelo, M1l - Groningen, M2 -
Oldenburg, alsc appx "D",



reconnaissance forces on cither side of the main axis. On

the eastern flank, the motor battalion had reached the Oranje
Caral west of Emmen (4466). But more significent than the
ground gained was the fact that contact was made with the hard
pressed men of the S.A.3. who had been harassing the enemy's
rear areas for the last twe days. (Ibid: serials 100, 103, 132,
133, 160; =z1s: 2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 10 apr 45, serials 28, 34,
50, €1). Progress continued durin; the night 10/11 Apr;

cn the rizht Emmen was entered ani work commenced on reinforeing
the bridges -ver the Oranje Canal so that Maj-Gen Maczek's main
effort to the north-east might be launched. (Ibids: 11 Apr 45,
serial 11)

18 CDN ARMD C. REGT OPERATIONS, 7-11 aPR 45%

171. Mention :iias already besn made 2f the rellef of
some of the S.A.S. trocps by the Poles, but they were not

the only cnes whc contected the red-bereted skymen. Originally
the task of 18 Cdn urmd C. Rest had been to provide left-flank
cover for Maj-Gen Vokes' push towards Leer, but, with the change
of axis for the armoured division, the prospective arrival of
the Poles and the dropping of S.a.S. troops in the north, the
plan for the armcured cars was drastically zltered. By 11

Apr only "B" 3qn remained with 4 Cdn iZrmd Div, the remainder

of the unit having reverted to under command 2 Cdn Corps. Up
to 6 Apr these three squadrons had been employed alcng the

then extendea left flank of Maj-Gen Vokes' formation, but on
that day "a" Sgn was directed toc work towards Meppel out of
Coevorden while "C" and "D" Sgns watched the western apprcaches
tC the Overijsselsch Canal, the east to west grid line 28
being set as tne dividing line of responsibility. These
operations of "C" and np i Sqns continuzd with good result
until 9/10 iLpr, when the Polisn infantry t..k over and Lt=Cocl
P.C.R. Black's entire effort was snifted tc the north, where
"A" Sgn had been roaming far end wide from Lutten (2146) past
Balkbrug (0845) towards Meppel (995€). 4t that time "D" Sgn
took up its position at De iljk (0154), with the task of cutting
the main roads lesading north-east from Meppel, and "C" Sgn
applied 1tself to the job of watching the approcaches to the
south along the Belkbrug (0845) - @ramsbergen (2647) road. It
was during its operatiuns along the road Meppel-assen (2189)
that "D" San contacted a sroup of S.u..3. troops, who needless
to say were deli_hted to be among friends again. Meanwhile "A"
Sgn had turned scuth-west to feel out tne routes from Mepsel
to Zwolle. The number of priscners taken during these far
flung excursions was large, over 370 had fallen into cur hands.
(WeDe, 18 Cdn Armd C. Rezt, 6-10 4Apr 45; also AEP: 45/2 Cdn
Corps/C/D, Docket II: Report cn Ops of 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt,
5-11 Apr 45)

172. The threat to nis most recent line of resistance
by 2 Cdn Inf Div's azttack on Ommen was to prove its worth, for
throughout 10 Apr the enemy, beset by Maj-Gen Matthews' men from

the south, by the rovin: armd cars in his midst and the S.4.S5. axmoured

at his back, gave ground readily. But alas, the novel joy

of working within a good network of firm roads and of encountering

® Reference maps: 4s for para 168, also Appx "D".



disorganized groups cof German troops whe jave in quickly,
was not to last much lconger for 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt.
Operations to the north-east were developing fast and the
armoured divisicn badly necied extra help to cover the
flanks of its sdvance to 0Oldenburg. Late in the afternoon
¢f 11 Apr, 18 Cdn armd C. Regt was relieved by the Royal
Canadian Dragsoons and moved eastward to protect the left
of 4 Cdn armd Div and maintaln contzct with the Polss.
(Ibid: also W.D., 18 Cdn Armd C. Re t, 10-11 Apr 45)

173. Ls & craftsman tzkes prilde in his own particular
trade, sc the men of the armcured cer resiment were fully
appreciative of the recent achlevemsnts which had called for
the employment of their unit in the actual task for which 1t
haed been trained. The regimental history makes special note

of the opereations in this way.

+ss Patrols of the regiment were engazed in mobile
recce of an grea more than twenty-five miles in
width. Obviously it was impcssible to cover all the
roads in such an area, The only c.urse was to run
patrols from town toc town and bridze to bridge. The
sltuation became somewhat confused at this point.
Trocp leaders would cgll up on the wireless and report
contacting the enemy and either disposing of him or
looping around the flanks. Roads that were free of
the enemy when troops went cne way on theam would

be covered by thé enemy when the return journey was
attempted. The enemy in his fruntic efforts to find
out what was going on would wander hither and yon.
This the armoured car patrols were doing too but
with a difference. Thsy knew what they were doing,
ani had & fleld day killinz or capturing the enemy.
It 1s impossible to capture in words the spirit:

of the chase that prevailed.

(XITI Manitoba Dragoons,
Regimental History of the
18th Canadian araocured Car
Regiment, p. 75)

174. The whole hectic period from 6 to 11 Apr, when
the regiment, in the words of its own history, was "out on a
1imb", is described:

They had been a most interesting few days - the sort
of thing one dreams about but which one never dares

to hope will be. It 1s a difficult story to get in
one's mind even when onsg knows what went on. If one
can visualize four divisions moving zgenerally north
with the one furthest to the cast well ahead of the
others, and then take the exposed flank of that div-
ision as a base for the operations of an armoured car
Reglment, one has a fair picture of the situation.
With the whole emphasis of the advance to the north
and to the east the regiment was called upon to work
in a westerly direction in an effort to expedite the
link-up cf these divisions. This had been done

and the patrols had an slmost free hand in fanning out
to the west, south-west, and north-west. To say these
patrols had run amuck or run wild wculd not be far
from the truth, for with enough roads to operate on
and only scatterel remnsmbs of a disorganized and
retreating enemy to bar the way and to assist in
meking the days excitinzg the time had passed.



++ shundreds of the enemy had been captured:
there is n> need to worry asbout hcw many had been
killed.

(Ibids p. 79)

THE S.4.S. DROP, OPERATION ".MHERST", 7-11 LPR 45%

175. It must be remembered, however, that much
of the confusion from which the armoured cars benefited,
was in fact directly caused by the daring S.4.8. operation
which had taken place several days before. Accordingly, in
order to get the full picture of the enemy's reaction to
this airborne attack, it is necessary to trace the operation
from 1ts beginning on the night 7/8 4Apr. 4t that time
47 aircraft left England to drop troops, equipment containers,
and detonating simulators on 1@ specially picked dropping
zones in northern Holland.®® Dus to bad weath.r conditions
the "jeep drop" had tc be cancelled. Instead, these vehicles
were driven cverland into the area of operations on 8 Apr.
Of the 47 alrcraft, 46 .ct their loaas off over the appointed
areas, one other plane dld not take off and postponed 1its drop
until the following night. In all, that first night, 690 men
came down to earth and organized themselves to cover six
definite areas. The first grcup, dropped in the rezion of
Meppel (9556), Hoogeveen (1559) and Ommen (1036) were, as
already related, quickly joined by the Canadians and Poles,
The second group, under Lt-Col Bollardiere, operated around
Beilen (1874) and Spier (1470), ambushing the enemy and
senerally creating havoe. 4 third group under Maj P. Samson
dropped near Wiesterbork (2473), attacked the police headquarters
and accocunted for a German general among those killed.
Westerbork, however, had to be given up when the enemy brought
in reinforcements from iassen. Nevertheless the parachutists
did capture and hold several geod bridges of which the Poles
later made excellent use. (Report by Brigadier J.M. Calvert
D.S.0., Comd S.4.S. Troops - May 1945; Operation "amherst",
%2 cit; (Op AMHERST) 3, H.3s, No. 38 Group R.h.F. - Report on
ps aMHERST end KEYSTONE, 7 Jul 45, op cit)

176, Another party had fair success in the areas of
Gieten (3490), Borger (3681) - Assen (2189) and Rolde (2688).
Ambushing was the order of the day, and with the help of the
Dutch Resistance the enemy was beset from all sides, and
roads and bridges were "demined" and guarded until the Canadian
Army reached them days later. On the other two zones, around
assen and Groningen, and sround Smilde (1080) and appelsga
(0785), the S.s.S. had a much stickier time, cone party of our
men beinz betrayed by a Dutch farmer. 3till the parachute
troops malrtained the offensive and caused tremendous damage.
Regarding the eneany's losses Brigadler Calvert wrote later:

® Reference maps: G.S.G.S. 4416, Central Ekurope, 1:100,000,
Sheets M1l - Gronzinien, N1 - Almelo.
GeSeGeSe 4083, Hellund, 1:50,000, Sheet
17 - Beilen, also 4ppx "D".

®x Some of trese DZ had tc be chan ed at the last minute as
First Cdn Army had already overrun several of those originally
selected,



It is difficult for the Bns to assess the materlal
dam=3c they did, but the followins figures glve some
idea und are probably a.out midway setween the most
optimistic and the most pessimistic claims. 1In

the dark it 1s impossible toc_assess for certaln what
damage has been done. 2 RCP® claim the following
enemy lossesi-

Killed 177

wounded 70
Priscner of War 85
Motor transport destroyed 13

. ” captured 1
Railway cut 3 places.

3 RCP® claim the followin: eneuy lossesi-

Corfirmed killed 92
Killed or wounded, but not confirmed 150
Prisoners 102
Material destroyed or captured 15 vehicles.

(Ibid, para 13, p. 10)

177. In his report on the operations Brigadier
Calvert describcd the dama e inflicted on the enemy's
communic=tions.

The actual destructior of vehicles and men was a

mezans to an end, the main end being to cause the
maxizum ccnfusion amcn st the enemy. A number

of bridges were prevented from being blown and

others were blown prematurely before the enemy

could retire over them. e cannot for certain

claim the success of preventing the destruction

of STEENWIJK airfield although, indircctly, this

might have been achieved. The roads MEPPEL - »3SEN,
BEILEN - ASSEN, ASSEN - GIETEN, ZUIDLAREN - GIETEN
were practically forbidden tc all night convoys

from 8 Apr onwards. The enemy was pinned down

and glven no chance elther tc form a line of resistance
in the good defensive country alonz the canal, in which
positions had alrecady been dug and wilred, nor was

he able to retire in comfort. Thus like a net the
Prench entanzled the encmy for the thrust by 3

Canadien Div, which tc k it in a very short time to

the North Seca.

(Ibid)

Contrary to previous reckonins approximately fifty percent

of the peratroops were not cverrun by Flrst Cdn Army within

72 hours; yet thosc¢ men did not conslder themselves as utterly
lost. The calibre of the average S.A.S. trooper 1s high and,
even without the prospect of immediaste relief, he did not seck
a place of hiding unless he was wounded. On the contrary as

® Régiment Chasseurs Paraschutistes.



events proved, each man went on about the business of raising
the resistance, killin: or capturin: Germans galore and thus
glving heart to the sorely pressed Dutch people in his
immediste area. (Ibid)

178. ngainst these galns, the losses must invarlably
be measured: 29 men were killed, 45 wounded and 17 unaccounted
for when the whole 8.4.8. force was eventually overrun by

the Canadians and Poles, some elght days after the initial drop.
Most of the wounded were lucklly cvacuctec safely with the

aid of the armoured jeeps of 1 Belg S.a.S. Regt, which on arrival
in Genersl Crerar's scctor was rcuted tc Coevorden to operate
out of that place, first under command of 4 Cdn Armd Div and
later under Maj-Gen Maczek. (Ibid: Report on Op "AMHERST" by
2 and 3 RCP in N.E. Holland). among the polnts of interesst
which arose from the Joperations, three stocd out. First there
wes the employment of Typhoon sircraft 1n a novel supply
dropping role. Secondly there was the successful use of the
"Gea fix" a radar navigational aid system. The third point

of note was the communicatien injoyed by the troops in enemy
held arcas, among themselves and direct with S.4a.S« H.Q« in
England. This was accomplished by the use of Jedburgh sets.
The ground troops were continually in contact through their
own pack sets and a firm liaison was maintained with the
Beliian S...S8. Regt at the Coevorden base as well as with the
Canadian armoured cars in the arca. (Ibid: p. 5)

THE SITUATION OF 2 CDN CORPS, 0800 HOURS, 11 APR 45%

179. On the morning of 11 Apr Lt-Gen Simonds' front
line ran in straight solid fashicon from the northern outskirts
of Deventer north-east across the Regge River and on past
Coevorden to Emmen. This western part of the front was
representsd on the left by & Cdn Inf Div alcng the Ijssel
River; in the centre by 2 Cdn Inf Div about to crcss the

Vecht River, ard on the right but west of the Ems River by the
Pol Armd Div operating out of Cocevorden. Tc the north-east
across the Ems River and flankling tne allied drive intc Germany
was 4 Cdn armd Div, before which the enemy was giving up ground
rapidly. 5ut it was really on the sastern si:e of the Ems
River that the state of the enecy (between cur forces and the
old town of Groningen) presented the pessibilisty of a quick
dash to the North Sea coast. Lt-Gen 3imonds!' intention, as
issued late on 10 Apr to his divisional commander, called

- for qulick expansion towards the see and towards the coasteal
objective tc the north-east. From left to right the orders
were

(a) 3 Cdn Inf Div to go for iiezepe (with 9 Cdn Inf
Bde leading)

(b) 2 Cdn Inf Div to open up the route Ommen-Hoogeveen-
Bellen (6 Cdn Inf Bde was already on its way to
assist by hocking in behind Ommen from the east)

% Reference maps: G.S.G.5. 4416, Central Burope, 1:100,000,
Sheets N1 - almelo, M1 - Groninzen, M2 -
Oldenburg.



(c) Pol arad Div tu establish = firing base
about Weerdingermond so thet it mizht first
move on fieede and scecondly tle up its right
flank with 4 Cdn Armd Div at Haren and Dorpen.

(First Cdn army Ops Log, op cit,
11 4ipr 45, serizl 3)

4 Cdn Armd Div was to press its effort towards Oldenburg.
(Ibid)

180. It was here on the ri:ht that the army
Com.ander's chief concern lay, for elthough the enemy was
belng forced back, he was, tu qucte,

see falling back on Friescythe and the line of the
Kuster canal, beyond which, on the left, the defen-
sible low=lying ground of the Sater, Ober Ledinger
and Rheider lands exterded towards Lesr and the

mouth of the Ems. In this marshy and confined reglon,
offering only limited accessibility alon: inadequate
roads coff which the deployment cf fizhting vehicles
and artillery was difficult, if not imposible the 2nd
Parachute Corps was preparcd t. cover the East
Frisian naval bases slong the lines of the canal and
the approaches acruss the Vehne-Moor offered similar
disadvantages for an assault northward across the
Kusten canal...

(General Crerar's Despatch,
op cit, para 29)

181. hpart from the disadvantazes of terrain with
which his armoured thrust to the north-east had to contend,
the Commander of 2 Cdn Corps had anocther worry; one which,

in this lend of canals, mizht wcll prove critical. It was

the shortage cf Balley and Pontoon bridging equipment. This
had result.d from the number of canals, rivers and cther anti-
tank obstacles which our troops had becn commltted to cross

in pursuit of the current operations. at this time Brigadier
N.E. Rodger C.B.E., the Chief of Staff of 2 Cdn Corps, noted
the urgency, as an entry in his perscnal war diary showss

Shortage of Balley and Penteoon bridging becoming

a critical factor in ops though up to now CEs of

2 Cdn Corps and First Army have menaged to meet all
demands by fariously lifting brs on other than main
routes behind Divs and by agile manipulation of the
slender rescurces of bridging and tpt.

(AEF: 45/2 Cdn Corps/K/F,
Docket II: Wer Diary Notes

by Brigadier N.E. Rodger, C. of
S. 2 Cdn Corps, 11 i4pr 45)

A4S things turned cut the so-called "agile menipulations" by
the Cbdef Engincers concerned met all requirements.



THE ENEMY, 7-11 a4PR 45

182, The shortage of warlike stores and equipment

was not, however, confined to Jur 6wn needs. The enemy also
was having a bad time in this respect. Comment on the current
German supply problem was made in the SHAEF Weekly Intelligence
Sumzary for 1 Apr:

In the present rapidly changing situation EaST of
the RHINE and with sllied forces penetrsating deep
intoc GERMANY, apparently restricted only by their
own supply problems, and with increasinsly large
numbers of prisoners falling 1lntc cur hands,
evidence of equlpment shorta es anl the poverty of
the once well-to-do supply branchcs of the Wehrmacht
dally becomes more apparent.

The results of the ensmy petrol shortage were
seen in the speed with which allicd break-throuzhs
WEST of the RHINE were explocited and in the numbser
of prisoners and amount of equipment taken in the
process, 1n the reports of ebandoned ani enemy-
destroyed artillery and AFVs, and in the almost
total inability of the German command to resroup its
forces with sufficlent speed in the face of a fast
movin:; situation.

(Hist Sec File 205 S 1.023
(D3) SH4LEF Weekly Intelligence
Summery, No. 54)

Moreover the record "low" in fuel prcduction snd the increased
demands upon alter-ate means of transportation, which,
incidental y, the Allied air effort was rapidly cenalizing

hed forced the enemy to a pesition which only a tremendously
high state of transport efficiency could save from utter
cheos. (Ibigd)

183. A3 it was, transport losses were making supply
cf ammnition extremely difiicult, and a captured document
showed that even as carly a3 21 Jan 45 the Gsrmans had felt
the pinch acutely:

ammunition supglies for 105-mm and 150 howltzers

are rapidly decreasing; for heavy infantry weapons
still sufficient on hand. 120-mm mortar ammunition
presents a severe bottle neck. 75-mm anti-tank
ammuniticn 1s criticzl. For Nebelwerfers there willl
be no further supplies for the time being...

There will be no further supplies of mines of
all types for some time to come. It will be necessary
to improvise mines. Stocks of explosives as used by
Army engineers are entirely insufficient. Only
comuercial dynamite is cn hand.

(Ibid)

s poor state of affairs indeed for an army that hed once boasted
a meodel system of provision for its troops.



184. On the Canadian army's front the daily intake
of priscn.rs and the multltude of units identified were in
themselves conclusive cvidence ¢f the difficulties the enemy
was havin;. The sltuation was thus stated by 2 Cdn Corps
Intelli . ence Summary for 10 apr:

It would nct serve any useful purpose either to
erumerate the staggerin: multitude of units
lientified durin; -ur advances in the past forty-
elght hours or ts discuss their precise place in
the enenmy's complex order of battl.. Teday's bag
of prisoners has been exceptionally large, its
diversity bewlldering. The final count should
exceed fifteen hundred while the completed 1list of
1dentificd units will run toc several pages.
Yesterday's take of between three and four hundred,
although less impressive, was egually diverse.

(215C€1.98 (D376) Int Summaries
2 Cdn Corps/Vol 8: No. 156
10 4pr 45)

as for the tro.ps ooposing the Canadiens, it was pretty clear
that thelr main o_-ponent, 6 Pare Div, had withdrawn west to the
line of the Ijssel River, wherc it was now belng reorzsnized
with units which hai no previous conncction with it, such as

31 Para Regt, 3 S.S. Police Regt, Battle Fuchs, 30 M.G.

Bn and a widle variety of tralning elements, elther infantry,
ongineer or signals. Our troops had met all of these between
the Ijssel and Ommen. East from the latter place to the Ems
River the order of battle was not completely known, although

at Meppen prisoners had appeared from a Battle Group Schneeber,
which our Intelligence Staff presumed to be controlled by 7
Pare Div, last lccated about Lingen cpposing 43 (W.) Inf Div

of 30 Brit Corps. (2 Cdn Corps Intellizence Summsries, Nos 154
155, dated 8-10 apr 45)

185, But what of the enemy's intentions? The
stubborn 6 Para Div had begun to give way in the centre, and
the bresking of contsct before the armoured thrust to the

east implied that the enemy on that flank, (63 Para Re:t of
21 Para Div, identified near Borger) was seeking new positiouns
on which to put up an organized fi _ht. In the western flank,
his intention to stend on the Ijssel River was, as the First
Cdn Army Intelligence Summary for 9 Apr put 1it,

«..the only clear one. He may possibly defend
GRONINGEFN with the troops already in NORTH EA4AST
HOLLAND., The most valuable targets are EMDEN and
VILHELNMSHAFEN because the ihllied advance on BREMEN
is cutting off the forces in NORTH WEST GERKMaNY from
operating further WEST.

(First Cdn 4rmy Intelligence
Summaries, Nos 283 & 284, 9-10
Apr 45)

The coastal forces alone were certainly not large enough to
hold any long line or cover more than a few vital points, but
if some concentraticn of them could be achieved and they ovuld
be supplied from coastal depots, thnen Genersal Crerar'd¥ troops
might well be forced into anotrer sct-piece battle. (Ibid)



LT-GEN SI¥uND'S TaSK IN GESTERN HOLL&ND, 10-11 4PR 45™

186. Meanwhile, as the battle for North-east Holland
had been taking shape, the e€limination of the enemy's forces
alonz the east bank of the Ijssel River up to Deventer had
prepared the way fur 2 Cdn Corps %o undertake the preliminary
asseult in the battle for the western Netherlands. (See

para 187). iith Deventer cleared by & Cdn Inf Div, the last
obstacle had been removeldl which miht delay the launching

of the first attack mounted by 1 Cdn Inf Div in the North-
western European theatre, the assault across the River Ijssel.
The river presents a formidable water bDarrier and for some
time 21 army Group hed thought enou:ih of the problem to
prepare a study of an assault crossing from east to west.

The planning staff had deciied that the best crossing sites
were astrlde Zutphen, for in that area there was no high
ground on the enemy's sile close enough to the river tc glve
him gool observation. It was alsc the logical site for a
bridze to take advantage of the main road. (AEPF: 45/PFirst

Cdn army/B/I, Cocket II: The Assault Crossing of the River
Ijssel from East to West, 26 Mar 40)

187. The River Ijssel 1s, in fact, one of the mouths
of the Rhine aend flows north into the Ijsselmeer,a non-tidal
inland sea. 83nce it flows torough falrly flat land, the
pace cof 41%s current is cnly twoc to three knots but {ts width

is 350 feet. Under normal conditions the banks rise about 6

to 10 feet above the water, which is from 10 to 12 feet deep.
But even in summer the Ijssel is prone to floodini. The best
crossinzgs were therefore thought to be those astride Zutphen,
where a bridge wouli be needed in any event to take advantage
of the good main road. But as early as 26 Mar when the study
was mede, 1t had been foreseen that Zutphnen "may be a tough nut
ts crack", a view justified later by the trousle 3 Cdn Inf Div
had in routing the parachutists cut of the place. 0Un theé other
hand,

Assault crossing sites in the Zutphen area are
better than furthor scuth and the golng 1s likely
to be better than elsewhere. Enemy observation
of the crossinis in the Zutphen-area is not so
eesy as further s.uth, ani, by securing Zutphen
early, time will oce saved in the construction of
the maln bridgses in the town.

(AEF: 45/First Cdn Army/B/I,
Docket II: The Asssult Crossin
of the River 1]ssel from East Eo
West, 26 Mar 49)

188, The Chief Engineer, First Cdn Army, Brigadler
G. Wielsh, hsd slso made a study of the crossing, particularly
withh reference to the possibility of using that o0ld Canadian
favourite, thc¢ Buffalo or L.V.T. It was determined that
L.V.Ts. could enter the water at most places in the area
between Zutphen and Deventer, but that in most places they
would have to unload thelr infantry passengers at the river's
eige as they would be unaole to climb the far bank themselves,

% Reference maps: G.S.3.S. 4083, Holland, 1:50,000, Shects
39 - Rhenen, 40 - arnhem, 33 - Zutphen,



Accompanying sappers would, it was thought, be able to make
exits within about one hour of landing. (W.D., G.S. Ops,
H.Q. Pirst Cdn iLrmy, April 1945, asppx 122). These exits
would be needed vy the L.V.Ts., which would ferry the anti-
tank guns and other supporting weaporns acrcss, for these
thinzs were toc heavy to be unlocaued on the river bank.
Because of the long rouzh carry necessary to get boats

to the water, Brigadier Walsh recummenlield the use cf assault
boats rather than the more capaclious but unwiecldy storm boats.
(Ibid). The plan finally evolved by the C.R.E. 1 Cdn Inf
DIv (Lt-Col E.H. Webb) was as follows:

The C.R.E's plan for the crossing was based on the
construction cf a class 9 FBE bridge, and two P!A!

type class 40 BPB rafts. The staff of Brigedier

Black, C.E. 2 Cidn Corps, under whose command we

came for the cperticn afforded us invaluasble assistance
in the procurement c¢f stcres. A platoon and a half
eachh of FBE and Bailey Bridges, plus all the
paraphernalia pertaining to an operation, such as

ours was to be, were obtained without difficulty.

(AEF: 45/1 Cdn Inf Div/C/F,
Docket III: Cutline acconnts
of Supportin; Arms and Services)

MAJ-GEN H.k. FUSTEL'S PLAN TO CRUSS THE IJSSEL™®

189, On 10 i4pr the Divisions operation order was
issued, glvinz as the intention that 1 Cdn Inf Div would
establish a brid_ehead in the great bend of the Ijssel scuth

of Deventer, and then advance and capture Apeldoorn. 2 Cdn

Inf Bde was to carry out the assault crossing and establish

the bridgehead. A4 great smoke screen, created both by artillery
and moblle gencrators, was an essential part of the assault

plan especially to cover the briising and rafting operations.

6 Cdn Armd Re.,t was the asrmcoured unit detalled to support the
operation. Une squadron under command 2 Cdn Inf Bde, with the
rest of the rcgiment under 1 Cdn Inf Bde, was the initial
allotment. The Shermans would be ferried across as soon &as

the two class 40 rafts were completed. The assaulting troops
were to be ferried in L.V.Ts mennsd by 4 R.T.R. of 79 Armd

Div, a versatisle formation and old friends of 2 Cdn Corps since
D-Day but new to the men from Italy. L. Edmn Regt called

them "Buffalo Hercders". (axF: 45/1 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket

III: 1 Cdn Inf Div Ups urder No. 1, Cp "CANNUNSHUT"). Artillery
resources in addition to the divisional artillery, consisted

of 7 Cdn Med Rest, 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt, two British hsavy
batteries equipped with 7.2s, and a British Mcdium Regt. In
addition, there was 3% Bty of 6 Cdn a.Tk Regt and a troops of
search lights. (Ibid)

THE IJSSEL SMJKE SCREEN

190. It was considered necessary that the river-bend
near Gorssel, where the crossing was being made, should be
screened as much as possible from enemy observation. The C.R.A.

% Reference maps: A4is for para 186.





