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and C.R . E . of 1 Cdn Inf Di v j oi ntly laid 60wn the r equirements : 

( a ) I n conj unction with th~ 3rtiller 7 , t o f orm 
a smok~ b~x aroun~ the ;re~are3 br1Jf6heads 
until the ussaultinu tr~o~s wer e f irm on the 
gr ound . 

(b ) To prvt~ct tri~~in > oper~t ions anJ subsequent 
traf fic ov~r th~ orid&e f r om obs erved enemy f ire 
after tha fir e - p l an outlined in " a " had s t opped . 

(e.EF : 45/First Cdn nrmy/RCA/C/F, 
Docket I I I , Vol l , Report on 
SmJke Screens Carried out by 
Fi rst Cdn Army, 15 Jul 45 ) 

For 2 Cdn Cor ps t his was the first time that e.rtill c ry and 
generetor smoke had been useJ tvcether t o f or m the on e screen , 
and only ver y clos e co-opercti ~n be tween the two branches* 
coul d make u success of i t . The nec essary close liai s on was 
achieved by having a cremical warfare officer at heaJquarters 
R. C.A. (Ibid) 

A.t""lM ... URED .-.ND .aRTILLIBY SUPPvRT 

191 . The fire - p l an jevise1 by C. R . .n . 1 Cdn Inf Div , 
in consult etion with the cvmmanders of 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes , 
pr ovided f or a series 0 f concentra ti ons . Thes e were to be 
fi r ed a t known def6nce pJsit ions whose l ocati .:>ns bad oeen 
aste.L•lishej fr~ n £H .. rial phot:}.:.r a_t.,hs ;)r by our Intellit;ence . 
The artillery ' s sh jre in the smoke screen was t o besin a t 
H - 30, and a t H - 10 a b.a.il of high explosive was t.:i start 
falling 0n the far side ~r tbe riv~r . ht H - hour this was to 
be r eplaced by concentrati0ns firej vn tbe en emy positions f'urther 
b ack . The ~uns of 1 Cdn Inf Di v haJ been p l aced in support o f 
7 Cdn Inf B1e on 7 npr and at that time the detachments had 
their firs t experi ence 0f bui l 1ine gun pi ts instead of di gging 
the~, f or in th~ sod1en soil of this part of Holland any hole 
s oon fill Gj with watdr . (hEF: ~5/1 CJn Inf D~v/C/F , D~cket 
III : .folio 8 : 1 Cdn I nf Div , ""peration 11 Ci~"' NSH"'T" . -.1utline 
~ccount of Suf)p"'rt1n.2 :..r ms and Servtces , p . 1) . Air suppor t 
was provi jed y 11Cab Rank" fi e. hter b.:>nbers , on call . '1.rmed 
r econnaissance was pr ov1J ed to make l ife miscraol e fe r Ger man 
r oad traffic , and t o ensure tha t adequ a t e inrormat i on came 
back. The r e wus also an a erial count br bat t ery pro~ramm~ by 
med i um bombb r s . They would enhaee known enemy batteries from 
H- hour onwards . H nour wes s ~t ~t 1630 hours 11 a pr 45 . 
{Ibid , Docket III : f ol1v I , hrPX I , 1 Cjn I nf Div , Jp Or der 
No:-!, vp 11 CA.N't~vNSovT0 ) 

1 CDN I NF DIV M(. VES UP T- ::..L.:,T THE ENEMY, 3- 10 hPR 45li 

192 . vn 3 anJ 4 hp r 1 Cdn Inf Div h~d moved fr om its 
conc en t ration area outs ida Bruss els t.c the Reichswald , where it 

x R. C. A. and chemical warr'ar e • 

.JO{ Reference maps : ns fvr par a 186 . 
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came un....1er c::>rrunand :1 f 2 Cdn Corps . The men of the division 
wer e onc e more allowed t 0 put up t he ir r ed patches and units 
flashes , which h ad b Len r emovej fr om their battledress a s a 
security measure dur1n ; their j ourn ey f r om Italy . vn 7 
hpr the aivis 1~n moveJ ncross the Rhine , and on 9 Apr Ma j-Gen 
R>stG:r , who now com.11an_.o 1 the ;'.:.i vi s i on , brou c;bt his !Ilen i nto 
a concen tation ar e:.. n .... rth- east of Zut phen . _:-,n the a f ternoon 
o f the 10 Apr, when 7 Cj n Inf Bde t ook Deventur , the stage was 
s ~t f or l Cdn Inf Div t~ ~ak~ its ~ebut in North- west Europe . 
(AEF: 45/l Cdn Inf Div/CfF, Lvcket III , f olio I , vpera tion 
" Ciu'ilh .. 1'SH1....T" 0 12 cit ) . ~l thout;ti thf:. Gorman troops now facinb 
east from acr oss the I jssel were a very mixej lot , ther e was 
no reason t o l ook f orwar j t o the cominb battl e with t oo much 
complacancy : 

J.~lthough the t erms 11 hodgd- podge", "odds a nd sods ", 
rrscrapinz", e tc . , are acceptej epithets f or su ch an 
or der of battle as he now jiscloses on our f r ont the 
skill and fi~htin~ spirit of indivi jual units has 
oft en be~n u p t_ the standard o f el1t ~ tr~~ps . Even 
th0u~h tbt s vldiers are ~ ften youths f r om tho training 
centre s , t hey are fanatica l an i br ave . ~fficer instruct ­
ors !'r J2 trainin5 units have pr~vijcd the hithest 
standar d o f leadershi p . 

(!~EF : 4.5/2 Cdn Cor ps/L/F, 
Do cke t I : 2 Cdn Corps Int 
Summ"'•ry No . 153, 6 h.pr 45 ) 

193 . \iben the di vision :.noved into the area from 
wbi ch it wos t o assault , 7 Cdn Reece Re3t of 3 Cdn Inf Div 
was placed under cofill'aand t o watch th~ river line fro~ Zutpben 
to Deventer . dt this time , the d ivision ' s own reconnaissance 
regiment, 4 P . L .D. G. was in pr ocess of bein~ reconverted from 
infantry t o r econnaissance . {Ib i d ) . Men of 1 Cdn Inf Di v 
had already been acr~ss the river ; as early a s the evening 
of 8 kpr ~ sma ll r econnaissanc e U'OUp from L. Ednm R., con­
s isting of the s cout officer , two scouts an1 two Dutch 
civilians , had been a cr~ ss and determined that the enemy 
he l d many we ll- dug- i n positions a l on£ the western dyke . 
(AEF: 45/1 can Inf Div/C/F, Docket III, 2 can Inf Bde , Report 
on Ops 11 Apr 45 - 23 hpr 45 : The Loya l Edmonton Regiment , 
Report of Ops , 7 Apr 45 - 23 hpr 45) 

194 . At the same time as 1 Cdn Inf Div was pr eparirl8 
t o cross t he Ijssel, ur.der General Simonds ' direction , l Cdn 
Corps was itself p lanning the assault on Arnhem . The original 
propos al for the cap t u r e of ~nhem involved an attack from the 
s outh- west acr0ss tne Ncder Rijn . This plan had to b6 r evised , 
mainly bccnus& it was a~preci~tc. that the ro~ds across the 
"island" be tween th~ rivers t~ thv north of Nijmegen were only 
likely t o bear the weight of h&avy t raffic at the cost of 
intensive effort on the part of tho s appers. It was de cided , 
therefor e , t o attach across the upper Ijssel from the south­
east , whe r e the appr0~ches wer e more fav0ur a ·le . hCCordingly , 
unde r cover of a smoke screen , 49 (W.R.) Inf Div was r e li eved 
on the "island '' by Wcstmr R. (Mot ) with some Bel gi an troops 
under command, and shifted t o the eas t of the Pannerdensch 
Canal with or ders t o cross the River on 12 Apr . ¥. (h.EF: 45/1 
Cdn Corps/C/F : Draft ~utline of vps of 1 Cdn Corps in Cleari~ 
of :-;est ern Ho lland , ..1.pril 1945 ) 

x This operati on , wnic1 was carri c~ out unje r l Cdn Corps , 
is described in a su~sequent r eport . 
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TRE SITUn.TI .N vF S_C .. NiJ BRIT uRMY, 10- 11 hPR 45K 

195 . The possibiliti es 0£ pr0~ress in this part of 
the Netncr l ands, b~wovcr , wGre li~itcj by tee extent and 
r equirements of th~ gr eat advnnces beinJ maje els ewher e 
along the front of 21 ~rmy Gr0u p . Second Brit Ar my had 
cons iderably expanjej the wings of its thrust between the Ems 
and ~eser Rivers . Jn the left , flankin_ toe Canadians , Lt­
Gen Horrock •s 30 Brit Cor I- s , whose ..:;b j ective was thei city 
of Br emen , had :na.:rn slow .1;-r:.1:. r ess . By 9 npr GGs Armd Div 
and 43 (W. ) Inf Div had after some s ever e fi s hting r eached 
t he areas of Furstbnau (9635 ) anl Haselunno (8353) resp~ctively, 
but a 0 ainst well orcaniz~j c~positi0n , craters , an~ r oad 
b l ocks. Behind them 51 (H . ) Div h~d the task of hol ding 
the area of Lingen , which had been handed ov~r t o them by 3 
Brit Inf Div ~n i ts t ransfer t~ Lt - Gen Ritcni e 's 12 Cor ps 
~n 8 hpr . The ~rmoured an~ infantry a:vanc~ went on thr~ughout 
10 npr , and on the follovdn ~ day 51 (H.) Div was br ~u5ht f or ­
war :l with or ders to cap ture Qua.kenbr•ck·. ( 1542 ), while 43 
(W. ) Inf Div t o.:>k Cl oppenbur t... . (.h.EF : 45/ Se cond Brit .tlr my/C/D, 
Docket I; also Firs t Cdn I.rmy Li aison ..., fficer e Reports, 
111620A) 

196 . In the c en tre 0 f 12 Brit Corps ' s ector much 
great er progr ess bad been maj~ , mos tly by 7 ~md Div with 
under command 155 Inf Bde (52 (L . ) Div ), 9 I nf Bde (3 Brit 
Inf Div), and 160 I nf' Bde of 53 ( .• • ) Inf Di v)) . The town 
of H.:>y a on the west bank of '!veser wus captureid by 22 hrmd 
Bde on 8 Apr, whil e t o tho n~rth-west more of the arm~ur 
advancin; up from Diepholz secur&d BessUJll . Fur to the r ear, 
on the l eft fl e.nk of 12 Cor~s , 52 (L . ) Div (less 155 Inf Bde ) 
was still having trou0l e on the axis Bramsche (1624) -
Diepholz (4346 ) , north- west of th G Dumm.er Zee , while 3 Brit 
Inf Div l ook ed aft e r tbE:! bes e of the flank far the r back, 
thus fr eeing 53 { ~ .) Div tv f~llo~ u~ thv ~rmour now driving 
on with thb ob j ect of seizin~ Dclmenhcrst (6095) . Pr~eres s 

north- west of the road Bremen - D1 ephJ lz was slow however , and 
on 10 hpr 131 Inf Bde toJk ov~r the at tack from 22 Armd Bde . 
Meanwhil e 160 Inf Bde slid ovE:r tne 'ffesa r a t Hoya and f irmed 
up a bridseheed from which 53 (~ .) Inf Div was or der ed t o 
expand eastwards fi rst , t owards Reth~m , then up betwe~n the 
~ivers Aller and Weser t o Verden (0 182 ) , then south to 
Nicnburg (0050) . For tbi s oper ation 4 Brit ~rmd Bde , whi ch 
had been operat1n; with 52 (L . ) Div , co.me f orward t~ assis t 
53 ("IL) I nf Div . (h.EF: 45/Second hrmy/C/D , Docket I) 

197 . The Lowland Division , aft er much hur d fi 3hting 
final ~y br oke up the enemy be f ore t hem and captured Ankum 
(0938) and Bers enbruck (1440) . They went on the next day t o 
secure the e.r€a of Damme (3136 - Hol dorf (2643 ) - Neuenkirchen 
(2235), t his latter advanc e bein E ~a~e possib l e by the 
si tuetion l oosening up on 30 Brit Corps front . The resistanc e 
against 0ur troops hed stiffen~d so much, however , t hat it wa s 
clear tha t Bremen could not be t&ken from the s outh wi thout a 
ma j or at tack . The vr ders that the Corps now pr epared t o f ollow 
theref0re , ca lled f or u str0n& effort to the east , while the 
cont ainin0 of th & s outhern appr0aches tu the city was turned 
over t o 3 Brit Inf Div . Maj - Gen ;;rustler wus instructed to 

x Ref er enc e maps : G. S . G.S . 4414 , Central Europe , 1:100 , 000 , 
Sheets M3 - Br emen, 1~ - vsnabr uck , N4 -
Hanover , N3 - Minden , M4 - Soltan, also 
it.pyx " G11

• 
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maintain offensive petr0111ng in tha di r ection of Delmenh.:rs t . 
7 ~rmd Div "as t 0 make use of tne 53 (W. ) Inf Div ' s brideehead 
and deb.)uch t o th ... north- east t ... wards S.>ltau &.n d Luneburg . (12!£) 

198 . Meanwhile 8 Brit Cur ps , with its r 13ht f l ank 
restin~ alon6 the El bo-~es er Cana l , had struck out fr om its 
~eser River p0sitions between Petersc~cen (8420 ) and 
Minded (8010) . 6 ..... irb.:>rne !:iv t1caded f or the Leine River 
on the ri ~ht , circ lin ; ~o th6 south of the Steindbujer Meer 
(0630 ) , Ei.Ild r eached the r 1v6r at B0r1cnau (1831) s~uth of 
Neustadt (1736) . Tc th~ north .)f the Steinhuder Meer 11 Brit 
krmd Liv maintained a ve; ry st r :mg thr u s t thr .)u~h Rehburg 
( 0232 ) , ha~ing pr e vi ou s l y de tachet.1 part of its f or ce t o deal 
with Stol zenau (9136 ) frcm th6 s~uth- east . Maj - Gen Rober ts ' 
troops brid~ed the Leine Kiver at Neustadt and drove all 
out along t he main r oad north t o Esse l . While these oper a tions 
pr.)ceeded , 15 (S . ) Inf Div was being concentrated preparator y 
t o the breakJut t owar d s the El ~e River . By 11 hpr , 8 Brit 
Cor ps t her efore was c orrectly pJs1 t i Jnsd t J r esume i ts advance 
t o t be r i ve r El be with full speed , wi t h 15 (S . ) I ni Di v on 
t he ri _5ht d ire cted on Ue lzen ( 9089 ) , and on the l eft 11 Armd 
Div d irec t ed on Eustor f (7995 ) . (Ibi d ) 

199 . The ma.in theme of pr~s ent speculat i on was how 
l on g the enemy would c.:m tinue t o r e sist . Ralf o f Germany was 
n ow in nlli ed hands . S0uth of Field Marshal Montgomery ' s 
sector , p Qwerful ..;merican armcured co l umns haJ run wild . Ni nth 
u .. s . J...rmy had taken Hanov er and was threa teni ng Br unwi ck , 
Fir s t U. S . hrmy was closing en the main route from Br un swick 
t o Nur nbur g, besi des besi eging the Ruhr Pocke t , n ow far behind 
the fr0nt . The other U. S . Armi es &nd the .French Army wer e 
making equally ~o~~ pro~ress . Tnird U. S . h!'my under Gener a l 
Patton was a t tte ;at e s of ::rfurt, Se venth U. S . R.rmy commanded 
by Gen~ral Paten was within 30 mi l e s of Nurnburg , while the 
French troops unjer Genera l de Lattr e de Tassigny, having 
cr ossed the Rhine near KarlsruhE.i , wer·e poised r ea.dy to strike 
at St ut t gart . ( 4/Surmn CIGS/2/6 , St4mmary No . 3 10 and Map " B", 
attached} 

200 . From the east , t he Russian rirmi es had swarmed 
f orward , and wer e n ow ouildin; up their f orces on the ~der 
River sast o f Bsrlin, Br eslau had l ong been take n , the eas t 
p11rt v f Cze cnoslovaki a bad t een entered , and Vienna was bei ng 
stormed . The Russi a n fr ont lin~ r an well i nto Austr ia south 
of its capita l , t h en on further s~uth int o Cro~tia , wher e a 
junc t ur e had been effecteJ with Marshal Ti t o ' s partisans , who 
had been p i nning down cc untl ess numbers of the en emy ' s troops . 
(SHhEF Neekly I ntellibence Summary as abova , No . 56 , Map 
attached , Dispositions of the Divis i ons of the G6r men .army 
as at 14 &pr 45 ) 

NEVJ DECI SI -.1NS BY THE SUPREME CviVIMn.NDER , l"PRI L 1945 

201 . The r esult of the current operations had been 
envisaged earlier by }cn e r al Eisenhower a s a cleaver t o cut 
Germa ny in two . As he ex plained in his offici al r eport to the 
Combined Chiefs of Staff , 
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vncc the pr0ccss ~f eliminatin0 tbe enemy forc es in 
the nu Lr haG r ~ached ~ stage when they pr esented no 
pJtenti a l tnrcat to our s ecurity , three main avenues 
by whicD we coula thrust 6etper into Germany lay be ­
f or e us . 

(Re port oy the Supreme Commander 
t o tnc Combined Chiefs of Staff 
on tbe ~perati on s in Eur ope of 
the kllie~ Expeditionar~ Force , 
6 Jun 1944 t o 8 May 194 , p . l 05 ) 

There was th~ northern r~ut e acr~ ss th~ north Ger man plai n 
t o the Baltic and B~rlin , the lat ~er beinb , as the Supr eme 
Commander addec : 

•• • the symbol of vic t ory befvre tbe eyes of every 
Alli~d s ol dier from the day we sot f ovt in Normandy ; 
but other gains w~ulc s 9ring from an advance t o the 
northern sec t or, ~ains wnich were at least as 
impvrtan t as thos e t ,) 1.Je derived from car, turc of the 
Ger man capital . By a thrust t v tn~ Balt ic, we should 
cut orf from the main armies those elements which were 
l ocated in D£nm~k , N~rway, n vrth- west Germany , and 
Holland , at once u~privinE tn~m or suppli~s and 
pr evonting their c0rninQ t o the assistance of the 
f orces in the centre of Garma ny . Furthe r more , we 
should J a i n the n0rtb German ports and thus deny 
the enemy us e of hi s naval bas es and ship- building 
yar us , brln£inb t o an ~nd t he activiti es of the sub ­
marin€s and oth~r craft whi ch had f or s o l ons preyed 
up~n our su ppl y r~utes . F1nelly , we should link h1nds 
with tb~ nussian f urces sweeping across Pomerania to 
the n0rth ~f Berlin . 

202. The ~ap in th e enomy ' s line l eft by the now 
tra._:,pt.d Army Grou p ' B" l a.id open the central r oute t o us : 

bn eas y advance was thus offered from Kassel , throu gh 
Erf'urt and Leipzig , t o Dr esden . This w~uld again 
bring our forces to an i ~portant industria l area , 
the richest still left t o the Germans aft er their 
l oss of the Ru hr end Silesia . Ther e also we shoul d 
be ablEi t o meet the ad vanci ng Red urmy, and in so 
doing we should cut in hal f wh_t r emained of Hitler ' s 
Reich . 

203 . The s outhern rout~ , which ran through Nurnburg 
and Regensburg , throuz,h tho Danube Valley into HUstria also )lad 
possibilities and Gene r a l Eisenhower had po1nt bd out that : 

A thrust on this axis would a lso enatle us t o iso l a t e , 
and toen penetrate , tne ~edJubt in western hUstria into 
wt.ich we now knew t he en e;ny in tendej eventually t o 
wit hdr aw as many ~f his forces as FOSsibl~ . The 
prevention of such a withdrawal was a maj or ob jective 
in any operati ons which we mi ght ex ecute in the 
south . 

(Ib i d , p . 106) 
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FTorn thi s calculation the decision had erner 6 ed : 

'tleighing the r e l a ti ve $dvantages which would a ccrue 
fro:J1 an advance in str t:n_~ tn 1n ei t n.. r north , centre , 
or s outh , I decided t hdt &n orf ens ive first i n the 
centr e would prove the most eiff ective . With Germany 
on ce cut in two , tc.e ene.ny r emainine in each por tion 
cou l d then more econo:nically be elimina~ej . Such a 
central thrust , m~reovor , w~uld aff~rt us t he maxi mum 
degr ee of fl exibility f or future operati~ns , as we 
coul d subsequently switch f orces r api dly t o tria nor t h 
or t o th~ s cuth as the situation should indi cate . 

(Ibi d ) 

General Br ad l ey hud accordin~ly b~en ordered t~ put his 
centra l tSr oui:i of Armi es on tho of.f ensi Vo . ( I b i d) 

205 . The Supr eme Commander , e.nxi ~us t o cc - ordinate 
his p l ans wi th .Jur Rus sian hlli es , ex p l ain s the liaisc·n i n 
the foll~win~ words : 

I the r efor e informed Marshal St alin of my Gener a l 
p l an t o s trike first in th~ centre and subsequent l y 
t o effect a link- up with his f orces in the Regensburg­
Linz areu vn.th a vi•·w to neutralizing the Redoubt . 
Marshal Stalin r eplied that this scheme coinci ded 
entirely with tho Russian p l ans in r espec t t o bJth 
t he central and southGrn sectors . 

The decisi~n tv c0ncentrat e first upor. a maj or 
thrust in th6 c entre nev~rth~less gave r i s e t ) s~me 

mis givings . The desira~ility of bringing the U- boa t 
wc..r t o an end , of opening u p sup1 .• ly lines throu ugh the 
north G~rman _po r ts , of acquirin-:; the us e of Swcdl sh 
shi~ping , of r~lievine tne Dutch, anj of ~ccupying 
Denmark an~ Norway , and tre poli t ice.l e.nd psych..,l :>3i ca l 
e f fects of' an early entr r i nt.:> Berlin w~re all advanced 
as r easons i n favour ~f e~rly :>per ~tl)ns in the 21 
Army Gr oup sect~r . 

~ur r~ply ~~inte5 out that we had n~t for~otten 
the 1m~ortant &dV!mtages to be £&ined by the conques t 
o f north Ger many . It was mer e ly ~ questi on of t iming 
tha t was at issue . vUT ~l&n f~r an advanc e in the 
centre was itself i n tended t 0 facili tat ~ such a 
conquest which , I w~s convinced , coul d more easi ly 
be achieveJ one~ Germany was cut in two . It was vi tal 
that we sboulrl concentratti f or each eff ~rt in turn 
r a ther than a l low ~ur ~ower t~ be dis~ersed by 
attempting t J undertake t~o many pr o j a cts a t once . 

By 11 Apr the valu& c f' Generel Eisenhower's appr eciati on and 
the justificati on ~ r his deci sion were evi dent t~ all. 
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PA_"RT II 

The Operations of Firs t 
c dn A:£mY, ~2'- ~r_.~pr 4 c;: 

GEl\TERAL CRERAR' S TAS::C , 11 AIB L~5 

206 . The task now nssigned t o First Cdn Army may be 
described i n Field Marsh a l I1 Iontgomery ' s own wor ds . 

11he aim of 21 Ar my Gr o1.1p remained to r each the line 
of the Elbe in our sec tor , and to reduce the ports 
of Bremen a nd n:amburg . Now that the Allies would 
not be so relatively strong in the northern sector, 
it was t o be antlc ipa t ed t hat these tas ks would 
take longer tha n I had pr evious l y hoped , and Second 
Army would require to wa tch for the security of its 
s outhern flank . I decided to establish an inter­
mediate phas e in our advance to the Elbe on the line 
of t he Weser , Aller a nd I.eine rivers. While Second · 
Army advanc ed to this l ine , Canadian Army was to 
clear north- ea s t Holland and the Emden-Wi l he l m.shaven 
peninsula. 

(Mont gomery: Normandy to the 
B~ltic a s above , p. 210-211) 

As has already been seen , the interme diate phas e by Second 
Army had been comple ted . (S ee paras 195 -198 to Part I of this 
repor~) General Crerar ' s par t , however , t hough well advanced, 
was to r equir e another thr ee weeks of full-hearted effort, 
and some of it ws s to include some v ery bloody fight ing indeed. 

207. The morning of 11 Apr found the staf f at 
Canad ian Army Headq11arters busie r than usual , for on this day 
t he first off ensive into the west er n Ne t herland s wa s to be 
l aunched as a pr e lude to t he fu.11 scale employment of Lt-G en 
Foulkes ' 1 Cdn. Cor ·os . It was al so to be a significant day 
for Lt - Gen Si monds: whose 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Div's wer e advancing 
towards the North Sea between the I j ss e l a nd Ems Rivers. For 
the armour , the day was not able too, but in an adv erse way; 
both Maj-Gen J'.:aczek and Ma j-Gen Voke s (the l att er espscially) 
wer e finding thems e l v es in countr_y which off ered little in the 
choic e of t actica l routes . (AEF: 45/2 Cdn Corps /C/F; Docket 
I: 2 Cdn Corps Summary of Ops & Activities 8-14 Apr 45 , paras 
3, 4) 

THE ASSAULT ACROSS TH~ IJSSEL RI VER BY 1 CDN INF DIV, 
11 APR 45x 

208 . Exac t l y at 1630 hour s 11 Apr the first Buffaloes 
slithe red down into t he waters of t he Ijssel carry ing the 

* Refer enc e .maps: G . S . G .S~ 4083, Holland 1:50,00 ~ Sheet 33 -
zutphen , Sheet hO - Arnhem: G. "D .G.S. 4416, 
Central Europe 1:100 , 000 Sheet Pl - Bocholt, 
also Appx nnn . 
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seaforths and the P.P.C.L.I. on the left and right respectively.* 
The enemy artillery react ed immediate ly, shelling Gorssel (9501) 
and the nearby loading areas, but it appeared that until the 
actual moment of the attack the enomy had suspected nothing, 
perhaps being l 6d a stray by the simulated attacks staged by 3 
Cdn Inf Div north of Devent er and south of z utphen. After short 
engagements with the enemy thr ee out of the four assaulting 
companies wer e on their objectives very quickly. The right 
company of P . P. C.L .. I. had some difficulty but overcame it, 
capturing some prisoners and one German tank. By 1800 hours the 
initial stage of the operation was completed, and both battalions 
wer e beginning to exploit for ward from t he bridgehead. (W,D., 
H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde and Qnits , 11 Apr 45) 

Shelling during t h is per iod wa s not as heavy as that 
experi enc ed in previous battles in Italy, but the 
bridge site had b8en accurate ly r egistered and the left 
Buffalo f erry s ervic e was under obs erved fire. 
(AEF: 45/1 Cdn Inf Div/C/F Docket III: Op ncJ..NNONSHOT 91

, 

11 Apr-8 May 45, Folio 2 "2 Cdn Inf Bde r eport on 
Ops 19 , para 13) 

By 2100 hours the infantrymen had enl arged the bridgehead** 
but wer e meeting heavy r esistanc e from determined Germans who 
were in no mind to yield the dyke , which runs north parallel 
to the river through the villagas of Wilp (9104) and Hoven 
(9009). The engineers, bother ed cons i der ably by shelling, were 
working furiously at the bridge site. ht 2330 hours they hod 
the bridge open for traffic, and the searchlight troop followed 
by 2 Cdn Inf Bde headquarters wer e the first troops across. 
The first tanks cross ed by cla ss 40 raft at 0300 hours. (Ibid: 
Folio 1, Summary of Oper at i ons from R. Ijss el to R. Ems).~ 
L. Edmn R. join6d the r est of the brigade in the bridgehead at 
midnight ~ 2 Cdn Inf Bdc Report on Ops, o~ cit). 

209, During the night P .P.C.L.I. met considerable 
resistance from infantry support ed by tanks and artillery, 
e specially around Wilp, but this r esistance was beaten down, 
and a t 0530 hours the battalions of 1 Cdn Inf Bde were on the 
way acros s the river. By 0830 hour s the Canadians ha d twenty­
three t anks on the w8st side of the river and s ome of the smoke­
screen v ehicles had also crossed . t 0900 hours the bridgehead 
was consider ed well and truly establ ished and a t 1015 hours 1 
Cdn Inf Bd e start ed thG s econd phase of the a ttack. At this time 
there wer e thirty-fiv e tanks in the bridgehead re ady to help 
the division forward. (1 Cdn Inf Di v, Summary of Ops from R. 
Ij s s e l to R. Ems, op cit, p . 3 ) 

210. The first troops of ·1 Cdn Inf Bde to move forward 
were 48 Highrs, who adva nc ed through P.F.C.L.I., and by noon 
were five kilometr es inland f rom t he original crossing. (ibid). 
R.C.R •. were clos e behind, and Hast and P.E.R. were in reserve 
in the bridgehead. ~-~t this stage , wit h 1 Cdn Inf Bde f anning 
out north and west and 2 Cdn I nf :Sd . .-·triking southwest, it was 
necessary to bring over Carlt & -··ork R. to fill in the gap so 
crea t ed, and to make the bridgeh~ad s ecure . Cross ing the r i ver 

* See Para 190 to Part I of this Report. 

': 
:; 
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at 1400 hours the Carletons were held up until Seaforth of c. 
had used Wasps to clear the wooded estat e s outh of Wilp, Carlt 
& York R. r e lieved Seaforth of C. and P. P.C.L.I's companies in 
the vicinity of Wilp. Heo nwhile , L. Edmn R. had passed through 
P.P.C.L.I. and moved south with tnnk support. By midnight, 1 
Cdn Inf Ede had pushed out to Twolloo (8805) on the Deventer -
Apeldoorn r a ilway, about thres miles vres t of Deventer. This 
was the brigade obj ect i ve for the second phase of the attack. 
(Ibid) 

1 CDN INF DIV PA,SSES FROM LT-GEN SilviONDS ' COMMAND, 
13 LPR 45~ 

211. J,.t 0600 hours on 13 Apr the Division pass ed from 
Lt-Gen Simonds' commend ba ck to 1 Cdn Corps, but it is necessary 
to follow its f ortunes a littlo f urther in order to und erstand 
its task while with 2 Cdn Corps . In the Divisioncl Commander's 
own wo-rds: 

On the night 13/14 Apr n change in plan was necessery. 
The original plen visuc: l i zed 49 (vi/. R. ) Inf Div crossing 
to the west of Ju-nhem, but they cross ed east of the 
city (and caught ths enemy off balanc e thereby). I 
r ec eived orders to link up with 49 (W.R.) Div and to 
open the rood down the west sid6 o·f the river Ij s sel, 
so tha t a bridge could be built f rom zutphen. This 
ndditiona l job was given to 2 Cdn Inf Bde , though my 
origina l int Ention hed been to keep 2 Cdn Inf Bde in 
r es0rve, sinc e they would have done enough by making 
the assau,lt crossing and est ablishing the bridge-
hend ••• *X 

•••with the committing of 2 Cdn Inf Bde on this task, 
we were f eeing three ways at onc e . 1 Cdn Ini' Bde on 
the right wi th an expos ed northern flank, was moving 
to Apeldoorn; 3 Cdn Inf Bde in the centre was moving 
up to the canal, south of t he town, with their eyes 
on the me in obj ective; 2 Cdn Inf Bde was clearing 
south and linking up with 49 (W.R.) Inf Div. 

(AEF: 45/1 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket 
II: Comment on opcr ntion °Cannon­
shot" by Ma j-Gen H. Foster) 

This l eft Gener a l Fost er i n t h e unenviable pos ition of' having 
all thrG o of his brig0des fu l ly commi t ted , and no reserve for 
emergencies on his northor n f l ank . Fortunat ely the en emy was 
equally ext ended end unable to t ake advant age of t he situetion. 
(Ibid) 

* Referenc e maps as for para 208 . 

1tft 49 (W.R.) Inf Div cross ed the J. jssel nt 2240 hours 12 Apr 
assisted by l anding croft of Na ;ra l Foree nTn AEF: 45 /First 
Cdn li.rmy/C/F Docket II: Folio I, Lectures, Brig c.c. Mann, 
c.B.E., D.s.o. 



/ 
{. 

- 95 -

THE DASH TO THE NORTH SEA BY .3 CDN INF DIV, 
11-18 APR 45* 

212. Having pass ed the responsibility of his effort 
into West ern Holland to 1 Cdn Corps, Lt-Gen Simonds we.s now 
able to turn a bout nnd devot e his entire ntt ention to the con­
tinuation of the a rmoured advanc es on Oldenburg and Leer and 
the clearance of the coas t al are es on his northern flank. On 
thG morning of 11 Apr, a new oper2tion instruction had been 
sent out to the brigndes and supporting units of .3 Cdn Inf Div. 
7 Cdn Inf Bde was ordered to conc sntrste in the oren then held 
by 9 Cdn Inf Bds north of Devent er, leaving the town to ~.O.R. 
of c. The brigade was to be prepared to puss through 9 Cdn Inf 
Bde to take Zwoll e ( 88.35), or at le est to r egain contact with 
tho enemy. 8 Cdn Inf Bde was order ed to hold the zutphen area 
until released by the establishmer.t of 1 Cdn Inf Div's bridgehead 
across the Ijssel. Then it would concentrate and prepare to 
pass through 7 Cdn Inf Bde to continue the advance. 9 Cdn Inf 
Bde was to lead the division up to the line Wijhe (9122) -
Rualte (0022), with a squadron of 7 Cdn Reece Regt scouting 
ahead of the brigade. (W.D., G.s:, H.~ • .3 Cdn Inf Div, April 
1945, Appx 5: 3 Cdn Inf Div Op Instr No. 4). The plan met with · 
great success: the reconnaissanc e , working ahead of the brigade·, 
met with little opposition, and in the afternoon carriers of 
Nth N.S. Highrs clattered into Raalt e (0022). With the enemy 
showing no sign of trying to hold up the advance, conditions 
were ripe for a dash northward like that just made by 4 Cdn 
Armd Bde. The brigade was ordered to r egroup and form th6 
divisional advance guard for a dash to Leeuwarden (701.3). 
(W.D., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, 11 L.pr 45). I .. ~quDdron of twenty 
Ram gun-towers borrowed from 6 Cdn A.Tk Regt acted as Kangaroos 
to help lift the infantry forward, end those not able to squeeze 
aboard hitch-hiked on the tanks of 27 Cdn f..rmd Regt and the 
vehicles of 14 Cdn Fd Regt. The bat talions were to advance · in 
the order S.D. & G. Highrs, Nth N.S . Highrs and H.I .• I. of C. 
(Ibid·; liliF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div /C/F, Docket v, Special Report No. 
3~ Cdn Inf Bde, and Reg imental History b Cdn Anti -Tank 
Regiment; p. 29) 

21.3. At 08.30 hours on 12 Lpr the cavalcade rolled out 
to the north~Jf with ·a screen of the r econnaissance regiment 
exploring the main· axis and sweeping out e mil·e on either side. 
Craters and blown bridges made progress slow at first; just 
south of Heino (9727) a blown bridge halted the advance until 
Brigadier Rockingham himself found a light bridge to the east 
of the main road. This he hastily ordered strengthened with 
planks and a tank was ordered to try it out. "Very gingerly" 
the crew commander eased his massive vehicle out on to the span, 
and across the streum. Soon the whole squadron was across and 
advancing on Heino with S.D. & G. Highrs, who had scrambled over 
in typical infantry manner. Together t8nks and infantry cleared 
the town. (Ibid). With Heino taken the brigade resu..-rned its 
advance towaFci"""the next possible obstacle, the Overijsselsch 
Canal. Giving Zwolle a wide ·berth _, t.b. A troops went up the 

* Referu~~ maps: G.S.G.S. 4416 , Csntrol Europe 1:100,000 
Sheets Pl - Bocholt , Nl - Almelo , Ml -
Groningen; G.S. G. 1. 408.3, Holland 1: 50,000 
Sheet 6 - Leeuwnr•.en• Also Appx :11-..11 • 

10£ See ! .. ppx II f . It .... . 
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secondary road which runs north from Heino. ThEi bridge had 
been demolished but by 1640 hours one company of S.D. & G. 
Highrs crossed on the brokbn rema ins. Soon c substantial 
bridgehead had been created. (W.D., S.D. & G. Highrs, 12 Lpr 
45: £md J:.ppx 5, Mo. rked Map J>~o . 8) • Then the enemy had a final 
fling: 

Before any supporting arms could be brought over, 
the enemy counter ettncked in c most determined manner, 
support ed by armour . JJl hour's most confused fighting 
ensued in the growing darkness before the a ttack was 
repuls.ed. 

(P.EF : 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket 
V, Special Report No. 19, p. 6) 

Subsequent examination of the tra cks left revealed that · the 
attacking vehicles wer e a scout car, an armoured car and u self­
propelled gun. (W.D., 8 .D. & G. Highrs, 13 Apr 45) 

9 CDN INF BDE CROSSES THE VECHT RIVER, 13 APR 454 

214. Next morning H.L.I. of c. took the l ead, passing 
through S.D. & G. Highrs and advanc ed t oward Dalfsen (9935) 
(which the reconnaissanc e r egiment had alr eady entered) on the 
vecht river, about three mile s further north. (W.D., H,Q, 9 
Cdn Inf Bde and S.D. & G. Highrs, 13 Apr 45). The only bridge 
(9935) across the Vocht proved to be blown , but this was not 
allowed to delay the unopposed advance. The men of the rifle · 
companies crossed the river on a barge which was placed to fill 
the gap in the bridge, while anti-ta nk guns, carriers and j eeps 
were ferried across on civilian barges at a point a thousand 
yards downstr 6am. The Dutch civilians gave the liberators a 
rousing reception, complet e with brass band. (W.Ds., H.~. 9 
Cdn Inf Bde and H.L.I. of c., 13 Apr 45). No further advonce 
was practical tha t day, for the engineers hod great difficulty 
in bridging the river. However, sappers of 16 Cdn Fd Coy 
succeeded in finishing this 185-foot bridge nt 2359 hours, so 
that the advanco could go on in the morning. (1.EF: 45/3 Cdn 
Inf Div/C/F, Doc ket V, Speciel Report No . 22, R.C.E.) 

215. The foll owing dsy , 14 Lpr, the brigade started 
north again from Dalfs en, H.L.I. of c. acting as vanguard. 
Orders were t o by-pass ony opposition , leaving it to be dealt 
with by the other brigade f ollowing up. (W.Ds ., S .D. & G. 
Highrs, 14 Apr 45; H.Q.. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, 14 J .... pr 45). The advance 
was described thus by the diarist of Nth N.S. Highrs: 

There was no fighting . The enemy was retreating from 
northern Hollm1d in heedlong flight and the 9 Ccnadian 
Infantry Brigade was r olling through. The Dutch 
people wer e nearly going cra zy, lining the route and 
cheering and wuving . There was orange bunting every­
wher e . 

( W.~ ., Nth N.S. Highrs, 14 Apr 45) 

* Reference maps: 11.s for poragr aph 212 and G. S .G.S. 4414, 
East ern Holland 1 : 25,000 Sheet s 3503 - Heino, 
3403 - Delfsen , 3303 - Me ppel. G.S.G.S. 
4083, Holland 1:50, 000 Sbeet 11 - Hcerenveen, 
Sheet 6 - Leeuwarden, .Appx " L .. " . 
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Brigade headquarters recorded the f ollowing: 

The r eception we er e now r eceiving is greater than 
any we have met in any previ ous experi ences in Holland. 
The whol e countryside is blurred with J r ange flags, 
ba nners and designs. I n some cases the people are so 
anxiaus to greet you it i s impossible t o pass traffic 
through. 

( W. D. , I-I . Q, . 9 C dn Inf Ede, 14 Apr 45 ) 

S.D. & G. Highrs wer e particularly impr es sed by the number of 
people wearing the trsdi onal c ostume : 

The countryside shows little evid ence of wsrfare (sic) 
apart fr om n few burning buildings. South of Meppel 
we wer e intrigued t o s ee .gr oups of girls and women 
wea-ing the native c ostume uff ect ed by girls in the 
Province of Friesla nd. They, and the men dressed in 
blue jeans and jackets r epresent what our Primers 
at School enc ouraged us t o expect t o s ee throughout 
Holland. Neverthel e ss s uch a sight in the wake of 
bnttl o struck us as looking s omewha t incongruous and 
anachronistic: they l ooked like groups of Hollywood 
extras r el a xing fr om work in a period film. 

(W.D., S .D. & G. Highrs, 14 Apr 45Y 

No sign of the enemy was s e en except tho usua l demolished 
bridges. Mepp6l (9556) ha d been passed, and the Nth N.S. 
Highrs who hed taken over the t esk of advance guard entered 
Heerenveen (7886). The enemy still c overed the main bridge 
in town. As the:;; Canadians appeared they fir ed one burst, before 
withdrawing, and "D 11 Coy cross ed and e sta blished a bridgehead 
without trouble. The bridge was not destroyed, and although 
the machinery which swung it hod bee n damaged, the civilian 
bridge-tender succeeded in closing it by hand. (W .. D., H. Q, . 9 
Cdn Inf Ede and Nth N. S. Highrs, 14 J .. pr 45) 

216. 
liberators. 

Meanwhile, the Dutch were helping their 
J.s r ec orded by S.D. & G. Highrs: 

••• Two civilians turn up at this H.Q,. wishing to 
speak wlth Col Gemne l.. They are representatives of the 
loc a l und erground, and we l earn from them that they 
had r eceived a t ~le phone call fr om the leader of the 
underground in Loeuwar den who wishes to speak as soon 
as possible t o the first British Officer t J arrive 
in this 2rea . Col Gemmel, as a r esuit, takbs his jeep 
to o power station, directly opposite fr om "D" coy 
Headquarters where a s ecret line to Leeuwarden is 
disclosed. Her e after much endeavour Col Gemmel 
fails t o c0ntact Leeuwarden. 1.t 2100 hrs he tries 
once again this t ine with succ ess. The underground 
is able t o r evea l much i~+ 0 ~R sting information: tho 
c onditi ons of the r oads and bridges, end the dis­
position of the tr Jops .. eme. ining on Leeuwe.rden. From 
this secret t 8l s phone c ·.ironunicntion Col Genmel is 
enabled t o supply Ede w:i..th infornation pertinent to 
this Ede's att a ck on tho city. 

(W.D., S.D. & G. Highrs, 
uddenda t o entry, 14 Apr 45) 
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217. The next morning the br i gade group got under way 
again, l e d by H.L.I. of c. Onc e egnin no r esistanc e wa s enc oun­
tered but the column wn s br ought t o a helt by a blown bridge 
(749916) outside Hnsker dijken (7491 ) . Whi l e the Engineers were 
a t wor k , t he G.O.C. or der ed Brigod i Gr Rockingham t o s end S .D. 
&, G, Hi ghrs ar ound t o t he we st on o r out e discov8r ed by the 
reconnaissanc G r egiment. Pa ss i ng t hr ough J oure (6987), the 
Gl engor-rians r e j oi ned th6 ma i n rood 2t L.kkrun ( 7296 )'. Meanwhile 
the br igade conmandor, the C.R. ~'s . r epre sentative and the 
bri gade I.O. had gone c:- r ound t o t h e eas t in seEl rch of c r out e 
and r ea ched Dra cht en (0002) (in spit e of "the cheering populace 
of each town and village n). Her e t he Br igadier instructed the 
l oca l underground l eader t o t el ephone every village on the road 
t o L6euwarden and find out if the r out e was fr e e of blown bridges. 
"This was compl et ed very quickly, o credit to the underground 
organization." North N. S . Hi ghrs wer e s ent northward on this 
eastern r oute and ent er ed the t own about midnight to find thnt 
e l ements of 1 Cdn 1...rr.:i.d c. Regt were in occupation. Brigadier 
Rockingham had already pr oce eded into t own, t o be gre eted by a 
"mass of madly cheering people". (W.D., H. Q, . 9 Cdn Inf Bde, 
15 Apr 45). The f ollowing day a carrier patrol of H.L.I. of C. 
locat ed o l ost pocket of over 300 enemy a t Harlingen (4411), 
which is situat ed on the coa s t west of Lee uwarden. The attack 
on this town was launched with t ank support a t 2000 hours, and 
by 0430 ho~rs the next norning the t own was in our hands. Only 
a few of the gnrrison got awa y westwards over the Ijsselmeer 
Causeway (0102). At the cost of two casualties H.L.I. of c. 
had taken the t own and 400* odd prisoners. {Ibid, 16 and 17 
I.pr 45) 

OPERATIONS OF 7 CDN INF BDE, 11-18 APR 45~* 

218. Me anwhil e as 9 Cdn I r.f Bde had r olled on up the 
Leeuwerden r oad, follow ed by 8 Cdn I nf Bde , Brigad ier Gibs on's 
troops att end ed t o t he t ask of nopping up. From the c oncentration 
area occupied north- east of Devent er on 11 Apr, 1 c. Scot R. 
was order ed t o r eliev e H.L.I. of C. and Nth N.S. Highrs on the 
f ollowing day and t o hold the line Kl etterstraet (8913) -
Hengvorden (9014) Beest e Ma rs (9416 ) nor th of Dev enter. This 
the Sc ottish di d by 0930 h ours. Next R. Wpg Rif was or dered. to 
occupy Re.alt e aft er 9 Bde ho.d le ft it. All this time the 
squadron of 7 Cdn· Reec e Regt was sweeping the triangle Deventer -
Raalt e - Zwolle, and fr om t hese probings it was established that 
the enemy still occupied Olst (8917) and Wijhe (9122). (W.D., 
H.~. 7 Cdn Inf Bde & units, 11-12 Apr 45). Thes e two plac es, 
however were not t o h old up our pr ogress long, for on 13 Apr 
R. Wpg Rif wa s t old t o t ake Wijhe while 1 c. Sc ot R. cleared 
Olst. The Winnipegs s ent t wo c onpeni es onto Wijhe and by 1300 
hours were firrJ. in the pla ce , Agci inst Olst, 1 C. Scot R. hE\ d 
little difficulty except f or mines. At this point Regina Rif 
wer e brought up t o t ake positions bet ween Ranlt e and Wijhe and 
then t o move on Zwolle. (Ibid : 12-13 .. i.pr 45) 

* 246 Naval Flak Bty, 223 Airforce Si gs Regt (3 Cdn Inf Div 
Intelligenc e Surnn.ary No . 98 , 18 A~)r 45) 

*~Ref erenc e maps: G.S. G.S. 4416, Cent rnl Europe 1:100,000 
Sheet Nl - Almol o ; G.S. G. S . 4083, Holland 
1:50, 000 Shoet 27 - Hatten ; G.S.G.S. 4414, 
East ern Holland 1:25,000 Sheets )602 - Wijhe , 
3603 - Raalt e , Appx "A". 
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219. It is obvious that the enemy in Zwolle must have 
appreciated the new danger which he faced once 9 Cdn Inf Bde 
had by-passed the town to the east. As a result, he thinn6d 
out his troops rapidly, and by the n orning of 14 hpr R6gina Rif 
and R. de Chaud, which had been placed under command for this 
attack, found that their patrols into the town were not being 
opposed. Much of the credit for the easing of resistance in the 
old town may be given to a singl e intrepid soldier of R. de 
Chaud. This man's int ervention was probably the reigning factor 
in the German's decision t o get out of Zwolle. Pte L. Major 
had volunteered durint; the previ ous night to enter the town in 
order to locate the enemy positions, with a view to avoiding 
the further loss of Dutch lives. His sole conp·anion on the 
venture was killed; but Pte Major spent six hours in the town, 
established contact with the loc a l resistance, and led patrols 
of these underground fighters against the enemy, with the result 
that by morning the enemy garrison, menaced from inside and fron 
outside, were forced to withdraw as their position become un­
tenable. Posting patrols of his newly ucquired Dutch friends 
at strategic points he returned to his unit at 0500 hours on 14 
Apr, carrying the body of his dead companion. In the words of 
the citation for his Distinguished Conduct Medal: "His gallant 
action was instrumental in enabling the mopping up on 14 Apr, 
1945, to be done successfully without a shot being fired". 
(Citation for D.C.M., D.106190 Pto Major, L., Le Regiment de 
la Chaud-iere: Canada Gazette, 11 i .. ug 45; ·· 0.1 ... R.O. No. 5953, 
11 Aug 45). With Zwolle safely in our hands, R. de Chaud 
returned to 8 Cdn Inf Bde while negina Rif moved into the aren 
between the town and the River Ijssel. (3 Cdn Inf Div Special 
Report No. 26, EJ2 cit; also W.D., H.Q.. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 14 Apr 45) 

220. The unanticipnted piece of good luck in getting 
into Zwolle so easily, naturally mede some changes in the 
brigade's plans necessary. R. Wpg Rif was instructed to irnned­
iately send two of its companies to occupy th e area vacated by 
R. de Chaud, and 1 C. scot R. was moved up to the southern 
outskirts of Zwolle. {Ibid). Now as the tesk of the brigade 
was becoming more clear'IYQefined, an operation order was 
produced by brigade hea dquart ers. The intention was that the 
brigade group should clear and deny to the enemy the line of 
the Ijssel and the Ijsselmeer from Deventer to Blokzijl (7860), 
which is on the east shore of the Ijsselmeer west of Meppel. 
For the purpose the area was divided into four sectors under 
separate commands, with a mobile brigade reserve. i' .. battalion 
group took over each sector, and n nobilc reserve was established 
in the area of Raulte. This consisted of one compony of 1 c. 
Scot R., a battery of 12 Cdn Fd Regt (W.D., H.Q.. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 
April 1945, J .. ppx 7: 7 Cdn Inf Bde o. No. 1, and Appx 8 .Amend­
ments thereto). The gap betweeen Deventer and Zwolle was filled 
by "Ross Force", a mixed bag of warriors under · comnand of Lt-
Col R.M. Ross, cor:rraanding officer of C.H. of o. (M.G.). His 
command consisted of his own unit nncl three anti-tank batteries, 
as well as a squadron of armoured cers of 1 Cdn /i.rnd Cnr Regt. 
(AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket V: Report No. 26~ Operations, 
7 Cdn Inf Bde: and W.D., H.Q.. 7 ·'.:: ·". :-- • ~ -" ~ -:_: , 14 l~pr 45)* 

221. The enemy at this sine showed little sien of 
active int erest in our doings. A f ew nuisance patrols crossed 
the Ijssel between Deventer and ZW <.· lle, only to be severely 
checked by our counter patrols. Th~ next four days saw continued 

- -· ·- . ----- ---------------
* Reference map: G.S.G.S. 4416, Central Europe 1:100,000 Sheet 

l.h - Leeuwarden. 
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sweeping patrol action . On 15 ii.pr BS R. Wpe Rif took over 
Hasselt (88h6) to the north of Zwoll e , Regina Rif occupied 
Steenwijk (9066) leavine 1 C. Scot R. at Zwolle . Each of the 
battalion sectors was carefully swept by fast mobile patrols, ~ 

and by the night of 17 Apr thinBS werG so quiet thnt Brigadier 
Gibson's headquarters had turned to 2 l e ss warlike routine of 
daily parades, of crms drill end the genercil clennine up of 
equipment . (W.D., H.~ . 7 Cdn Inf Bde , 15-17 Apr 45) 

8 & 9 CDN INF EDE'S OPERA'rIONS, 14-18 APR 45* 

222. To Brigadier J.A. Robert's group (following 
in the tracks of 9 Cdn Inf Bde as far as (Heerenveen) had fallen 
the task of clearing the enemy from the area westwards to the 
river and as far north as the causeway between Makkum ("4298) 
and zurig (4204). The first village on this axis was Sneek 
(6095), but once again the advantage of working in a country 
with brave and friendly inhabitants became apparent: 

8 C.I.B. was in possession of the most recent defences 
of Sneek, as well as inf orm.ation as to the telephone 
communications and the water supply. This valuable 
·information, which was provided by the Dutch under­
ground, is only one example of the assistance given 
by them to the Canadians throughout the fighting in 
Holland. 

(The History of 13 Canadian Field 
Regiment 1940-1945, Royal Canadian 
Artillery, p. 126) 

For the clearing operation the infantry battalions operated 
separately, each with the support of a battery of 13 Cdn Fd 
Regt. On the evening of' 15 Apr , patrols of R. de Chaud entered 
Sneek and found the underground in control. The next morning, 
N. Shore R. pushed through the cheering populace of Sneek, and 
advanced on Bolsward (5198). (W.D. , N. Shore R. 16 Apr 45). 
Here it was the same story - the underground was in control; 
the Hun had fled: 

Under the bright warm sky, the picturesque town of 
canals and simple buildings was a pleasant background 
to crowds of happy citizens. 

(Ibid, p. 127) 

223. Q.O.R. of C. were not as lucky. After spending 
a restful night in Heerenveen, the Queen's Own em.bussed in its 
T.c.vs. and headed for the caus6way which runs across the Ijssel­
meer. The trip was uneventful until "B" Company hit the enemy 
at Wons (4501). After a brisk fire fight, however, the Germans 
gave up that village and "A11 Coy was passed through. Real 
trouble was not long in starting . tI'-~ ~ n~~ntry soon came under 
another hail of fire and, despit8 t he ass istance provided by 
tanks and flame throwers, the troop u could not make much headway 
towards Zurig (4204). Things were s l ightly easier on the flanks. 
0 D° Coy took Witmarsum on the right and "C" Coy on the left wos 
able to take Kornwerd (4201). All through the night individual 
companies were in action against small groups of ene~y, many of 
whom were trying frantic ally to escape. On 17 Apr, Gooium 
(4402), Pingjum (4604) and zurig all fell, but only after a good 

;r See Appx "A". 
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deal of fighting in the course of which more than a few Germans 
fell under the fire of our r esolut e infantry and tanks. (W.D., 
Q. .O.R. of C., 16-17 Apr 45). The f :i.r c from the artillery 
battery (22 Cdn Fd Bty) also acc ount ed for a good number of our 
opponents and in this area the bat t ery had the opportunity of 
doing crash action, an enlivening bit of routin6 so assiduously 
practiced in training but sc arcely ever used for actual combat 
to date. (The History of 13 Cana , i sn Fi-eld Regiment, ~ cit, 
p. 127-128) ~ 

224. All this time the newly liberated Netherlanders, 
were having the time of their lives: 

Nearly all the gun posi t ions had a similar story to 
tell about the crowds of p eople who invaded the area 
to look in wonderment a t t he equipment, to ask for 
cigarettes and chocolat e or just to be near activity. 
It was the people 's first daze of liberation and they 
made the bast of it. Bakta.' Troop was a typical example. 
Here the crowds around the guns and the command post 
were so great that BSM Hooper was forc ed to rope off 
restricted areas so that t he troop could function 
properly. Even at that some pretty "young thing" was 
sure to trip over the t annoy wire and break communica­
tions to one of the guns . Of course the kitchen was 
a great attraction. To s ee what the men ate and 
perhaps obtain some of :Lt I Many had not seen white 
bread for five years no= t ~ st ed the weird and wonder­
ful dishes which we:r e just another monotonous meal to 
the soldiers. Two of t he feature events for the 
spectators were the fir i ng of the guns and the rides 
in the exchange crew carrier. The firing of a gun 
meant a chanc e for the br aver ones to pull the firing 
lever and, also, meant cnother cartridge case for the 
souvenir hunter to take home . The rides in the carrier 
were shared by all the t een-aged kids of the district. 
With flags flying and a-::·ms waving the carrier would 
run r egular tr i ps along t h o ~oad to the nearest town. 

(Ibid, p. 128) 

225. Meanwhile most of the Germans not yet rounded up 
were still trying to escape by bo?. t or r aft from the small port 
of Lemmer (6374),* upon whic h R. de Chaud advanced from Sneek. 
N. Shore R. sent patrols t o St uvo-.:- en ( 4098) and over the 
stretches of land to t he s outhea ~t , but encountered no enemy, 
The following day s aw the end of ~pcrnt ions in that area when 
Makkum (4398) was l i bero.tea and V-:. e l ast German retreated to 
fortified positions far out on t h .-::; Cr:t useway connecting Friesland 
with North Holland. (W.Ds., H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Ede and units, 16-18 
Apr 45). The fight for Makkum which began at 1400 hours 18 Apr 
was short but spectacular. r:ewo f or ms on the eastern outskirts 
were known to be well defended and against these N. Shore R. 
quickly laid on a s et piec e attac~ , s upported by tanks and 
wasps. It was complet ely f1 U CC '3 S "'-f' 111 m it.h only very light 
casualties to our infantry, but c.. .:-,'-' .,L::,my 1 s loss was considerable. 
Eleven Germans were killed and L~·6 Gaks n pri saner. Having com­
plet ed its task N. Shore R. pullec l'ack its main force to Sneek, 
leaving two companies to patrol t he ,oastline. (W.D., N. Shore 
R., 18 Apr 45; 3 Cdn Inf Div Int e ll i :~enc c Summaries E_£ cit, 
Isum No. 122, 19 Apr 45) 

* Reference map: G. S .G. S . 4416, Centra l Eur ope 1:100,000 
Sheet 2A - Den ~Gl der 
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226. The resistance of the past few days had mostly 
been localized to the west coast. Although Q.O.R. of C. had 
had to fight to reach the ·coast and ILL.I. of C. had met some 
resistance at Harlingen (4411), on t he whole these posts had 
been quickly cleaned up. In so far as 3 Cdn Inf Div was con­
cerned, operation ~'PLUNDER" was over for that formation on the 
evening of 18 Apr. At that time 7 Cdn Inf Bde was directed 
eastwards towards Groningen to r elieve 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 8 Cdn Inf 
Bde assumed responsibility for the south-west section of 
Friesland, with a northern boundary along the Harlingen -
Leeuwarden roadt the east ern .boundary being the Leeuwarden -
Heerenveen road. 9 Cdn Inf Bde was det a iled to watch the coast­
line north of the Harlingen - Lee uwarden - Buitenpost (9318) 
Railway. (W.Ds., 7, 8 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes, 17-18 Apr 45; also 
3 Cdn Inf Div Special Report No. 19, Op vtPLUNDER", £_£cit) 

THE WORK OF THE SUPPORTING ARMS, 2-18 APR 45 

227. It is only fitting tha t special mention be made 
of the work of some of the units which supported Maj-Gen 
Keefler's infantrymen during this brilliant advance from zutphen 
to the sea. c erta inly the divisiona l r econnaissanc e unit had 
excelled itself in t errain which, though well int ersected with 
fair roads, was also crisscrossed with dykes, ditches and canals. 
Yet, despite thes e ob stacles, 7 Cdn Reec e Regt had carried out 
its task of forward and flank r econnais sanc e to the tremendous 
advantage of the general advance northward. The divisional 
artillery had also maintained its usual high standard of 
efficiency. The "mediums"* especially had scored notable success 
against the German armour and on one occa sion when the "five­
fives" engaged thr ee enemy tanks, one was hit directly and 
destroyed, anothe r was dis abled while the third lost heart com­
plet ely and fled from the sc ene . The anti-tank end light anti­
a i rcraft regiments had not been so oft en confront ed with chances 
to ply the ir trade. Ths ab senc e of the Luftwaffe overhead and 
the fast diminishing t hr eat of German armour in Maj-Gen Ke efler's 
sector robbed thes e specialis ts of additional "bags". They were, 
nevertheless, not kept idlo . On various days one could find 
anti-tank and light a ck-nck troops ho l ding vital points as 
infantry and guarding the long lines of communication occasioned 
by the rapidity of the a dvonc e . (3 Cdn I nf Div Specia l Report, 
No• 19, as a bove ) 

228. By far the busiest of the supporting arms · were 
the engineers, who had be en kept cons t antly busy erecting bridges 
so that our attacks could pass on. Regardless of the fact that 
the enemy had loosely sown hundreds of thousands of mines along 
the east bank of the Ijssel r i ver, ninety per cent of the sappers' 
time had been spent on br i dging oper ations. Most of their work 
had been carried out under fir e , although aft er the capture of 
Zwolle, much of this int erf er enc e c eas ed. The engineers' record 
of achievement is s et down thus: · 

Between the 29th of Ma r whe n t he formntion built its 
first bridge west of the Rhine , nnd the 17th Apr when 
the last bridge of t he oper ation was completed, the 
Divisiona l Engineers built 40 bridges, 29 Bailey 
bridges of which a third wer e 80 f eet or over including 
a 200 foot Be iley pontoon tr idge, and l~ improvised 

* Attached to the Divis i ona l Artillery. 
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bridges. Ther e was, es well, i n the s ame period, 
a good deal of work to be done on filling craters, 
clearing mines and other normal routine engineer 
t c: sks. 

229. It woul d t ake many r ages to describe fully the 
contribution of the ot her support i ng unns and s ervices (the 
C. H. of o. (M. G.), t he Si gna l s , R.C. A. S. C., R.c.o.c., R.C.E.M.E., 
R.C.A, M.C., and the Pr ovos t Corps . ). C.H. of O. (M.G.) had 
special cause fo r r egret. Dur ing t te~ initial operations across 
the Rhine, the expenditur e of Mk VIII"'" and 4.2 ammunition had 
been so heavy, t ha t as an of+'ic i11J_ r epo:r t states: 

••• the allotment f er the month of April was reduced 
to 90 round s per gun p e.c day and 10 rounds per mortar 
per day. This a llot~en·~ l ater proved to be so 
scanty that forward Corn ·_ an ies were unable to shoot 
Germans seen moving about on t heir front. 

(Ibid , p. 10) 

On the other hand the R.C.A.S.C., whos e tasks are -always so 
strenuous and exacting , b8d more t hRn enough work. Additional 
tasks arose with the ever length 0 ~ 1 ng supply lines; 

The transpo~tati on of pr i soners of war took many 
vehicles. The fact t hat the momentum of the advance 
was maintained implies not only long hours of driving, 
but also of maintenanc e , t o keep vehicles roadworthy. 

230. Ordnanc e diff i cultl es had not existed to any 
. great extent. Dumps placed we l l ::.' orward had been able to cater 
to all needs. In fact , s o well o7gRTiized was the busine ss of 
equipment supply f ·"- ~- ,, .. ·: h e.01-c that s tores were r ar ely lacking. 
Good basic organizdtlu~ 0an a lso be put down as the reason for 
successful operation by the R.C . A.M. C. · Evacuation of casualties, 
as our troops pushed on to the no~tl~ - wa s a l ong a nd slow 
business, but ne ver at a mor ale-brec:king s t andstil l that the 
Germans had experienc ed f or so l c>1g. Equall y hardworking in its 
contribution towards t he c lear ing of Fr i esland was the Provost 
Corps, who rarely f a iled t o s olv E:: t ra ff i c problems despite the 
numerous bottle-necks, det our s 8. ' -' ';und demolitions and other such 
obstacles. Their ma in dif f i cul ty tad been on account of the 
large numbers of pr i soners; alt hC'l'.gh on more than one occasion 
the divisional cage s had br i mmed over cnpacity, efficiency of 
the ~v-ork at hand had not s c..ffer ed. ( I b_id , p. 11-12) 

* Mark VIII - a special " streamlined " bullet for use only . 
with medium ma chine guns . 

,_ 
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2 ODN INF DIV BREAKS AWAY, 11 APR 45 

231. It may safely be assumed that on 11 Apr the enemy 
opposing 2 Cdn Inf Div still had four choices. He could: 

(al Join the garrison in Western Holland. 
(b Surrender on the spot. 
(c Be driven back into th e sea. 
(d) Head westwards to Ger many. -

Tho paco sot by tho advan ce of Ma j-Gen Kooflerts division from the 
very beginning was soon to cut short tho first choice and mnny 
Germans adopted tho second choice r nthor than accept the third. 
Those who r emain ed on 2 Cdn Inf Div's front and had hop es of ~ 

getting back to Germany under whnt vvor withdrawal programme might 
havo existed bogo.n to c nst fon~ful glo.ncos over their 10ft shoulder, 
only to find tha t tho Po l os wore closi ng on th o mouth of tho Ems 
River. It is not surprising , th or e;f or e , t o find tha t Maj-Gon 
Matthews troops wero able to cover co nsiderable territory, much 
of it against a t ot a lly disorganized enemy who apparently, after 
reviewing the pr es ent situati on , deci ded that there wa s not much 
point in putting up a fight. (First Cdn Army Intelligence . 
Summari es, SI'._ cit, Nos 285, 286, d~t odll-12 . Apr 45) 

232. 2 Cdn Inf Div h ad not b oen hold up long at Ommen 
( 1036). Early on 11 Apr .5 Cdn Inf . ·de t apped the defences of the 
village and, though most of tho bridge s into th e plac e wore out of 
com_nrl. ssion, R.H.C. had no troubl e moving i n . At tha t point Maj­
Gon Matthews conf orr od with Brigadier Megill and ordered hiLl to 
form a firm b aso around Ommen while 6 Cdn Inf Bde, which was coming 
in from the right, t ook Balkbrug (0845} and swung north towards 
Groningon. ~ho Comr!landor of 5 Cdn I nf Bde then moved R.H.C. into 
Varsen (0836) to th o wost of Ommen, R. de Mais into l~rion (1237) 
t o the cast, and ·placed Ca lg Highrs in Orm.en itself with orders to 
follow elements of 8 Cdn Rocco Rogt and 1 Cdn Ar~d c. Rcgt up the 
axis OI!lnon - Balkbrug and t o tako tho t wn if th ey r oo..chod it 
before Brigadier L.llardts rJen. (W.D., H. Q, . 5 Cdn Inf Bd0 11 Apr 
4.5). The Calgary conpanios wer e brief ed and r eady t o nove off by 
0900 hours but obviously co uld not do so until tho battalionts 
wheeled o..nd tracked supporting vehicles wore in positi on. Thus 
tho infnntry wa s forc ed t o wa.it until tho r-ivor was bridged. The 
engineers pushed their eff orts th0 lin it c.nc. a t 1130 hours a 
Class 40 structure wa s r eady f or t he 11F 11 echelon vohiclos and 
tfillks t o cross tho vocht. (W.D., Ca l g Hi ghrs, 11 Apr 45} 

~ Ref erence naps: G.S.G.S. 4083 Holland 1:50,000 Sheets 

EE See Appx 11A11 
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233. At 1400 hours 11 Apr 11 B11 Coy Co.lg Highrs mounted 
on the co.rriers of its Support Company, bego.n its journey north 
'While the oth8r rifle compc..nies f ollovred -on foot. Bo.lkburg wo.s 
r ea.chod without incident o.nd fo und clea.r, vhercupon tho carriers 
deposited their loo.ds a.nd turned a. bout to shuttle in tho rest of 
the ba.tto.lion. Tho move was c o!n.plctod by 1700 h ours·nnd tho brig ... 
ado settled down to h old o.nd wa.it for tho noxt ordor, for by tho.t 
time 6 Cdn Inf BdoVs advance from the GrQmsborgon a.roo. hnd carried 
Briga.dior Alla.rd' s battalions into t h o spoo. rhoud _position. (VJ .D., 
H. Q, . _5 Cdn Inf Bdc and units, 11 .. \ pr Lj. .5} 

Ji 
6 CDN I NF EDE CROSSES TH=: OR.:i.NJE C:'.N~i.L, 11-12 .t\pr 4 .5 

234. Lad by CnrQerons of c., G Cdn Inf Bdo got to 
Ba.lkbrug (shortly after the Cnlga.ries ho.cl entered tho plo.co )- o.nc1 
from there tho columns swu..'1.g to tho north while· tho rocco squad­
rons raced a.head. i rith fa.ir promise of o. broa.k-tnrough, Brigadier 
Alla.rd urged tho Ca.morons of ·c. to go a.11 out pa.st Korkonbosch 
(1154) -on to Terhorst (1772), a. smo.11 village south of Boilen 
(1874). From positions at Terh orst, Lt-Col A. A. Kennady sent out 
his patrols to reconnoitre tho 1'1ridgosito over tho · Linthorst Holilrul 
Cano.l (1773}, which lay :lCross t he lin o of a.dvanco. (Vf.D. ~ 
Co.morons of C., 11 Apr ,~5). Meanwhile both Fus IT . R. a.nd S. Saak R. 
hnd closed up to the contra lino a.nd by 2200 hours wore bi-wouo.cod 
a.long the mo.in roo.d west of Terhorst o.nd aro und Spier ( 1--:-69) whore 
clements of the French S u";. •S. were con t o.ctod a.nd gi von a.ssisto.n·co 
in r ound ing up prisoners a.nd collecting their wo unded. Out on the 
flo.nks 8 Cdn Reece Rogt ho.d its scout ca.rs probing tho oncnyts 
loc~l lino of rosistnnco. Tho inn cdinto problon wo.s tho·ca.pturo 
of Bailon so t ho. t tllG cnna.l s outh of it could be bridged, thus 
allowing tho a.clva.nco t o continue . I n ore. or to do this Briga.dior 
..:\.lla.rd' s plo.n ca.llod for Fus H. R. to osto.blish tho initia.l bridgo­
hoo.d wost of tho villa.go· nnd push ca.st t o seize the plQco. Once 
this vms a.cconplishod I,t-Col V. Stott would lea.c1 tho S. So.sk R. 
through to forD up on oith or side -of tho contra lino o.nd hold 
tho bo.se fron wh ich Ca.n erons of· C. woro -to thrust 6ut for Hijkol'l 
( 16 7 8) • ( 2 Odn Inf Div Ops Log , .£2 · cit , 12 ~\.pr L~ .5 , eo rio.l 3 _5 .. '1-8; 
also VJ .Ds., 6 Cdn Inf Bd e a.nd ~nits, 11 ~\.pr ~.5) 

235. During t ho night 11/12 Fus M.R. ·a.sso.y.ltod a.cross· 
the oa.no.l and, hnving ga ined conploto surprise, capturocl Bailon, · 
but not without et shnrp fight• The enony h,.., d occup j_od tho build­
ings covering tho a.p~roo. chos to t h o villa.go o.nd thoro ho not our 
mon with ma.chine guns o.nc1 ba..zooko.s. It t ook tho a. dc1- od support of 
the flano throwing Wo.sps to shif t thorJ. out, but oven than houso·­
to-house fighting wont on for woll ove r two hours before tho 
opposition was ovorcone. Sena two hunrl r od pris on ers wore·tnkon 
by tho French Cnno.cl inns in the vic i nity of Boilon. (VJ .D., Fus 11:.R. 
12 Apr t~5). Following this net ion, S. So.sk R. pushoc1 through nnd 
procoodcd up tho me. in nxis to tho noxt ca.no.l south of Ha.lorbrug ·-
( 1877), but hero the bridge wo..s f ow.1cl c1cnolisliod. s. Susk R. a.t 
once sot a.bout find ing a.noth or crossing plncc, this ti::.10 about 
4000 yards to the east ( 2277) in t ~! - : L·_ r 1,., _ _ o f Zwiggoltor Vold ( 2277) 
whero 11.\. 11 & 11 B11 Coys l'ogc.n crossing 8. t 0730 hours. V:ithin 90 
minutes a ll its oon po.nies wore sa.foly-ovor tho wa.tor ba.rrior 
a.go.inst very l i ght opposition. (Vl.Ds., H . Q, . 6 Cdn Inf Bdo, 

_s. Sa.sk R., 12 Apr ~5; 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, ."'.i,.pr 194.5, 12 ..:'i .. pr, 
serial 3552) · 

236,, Lt-Col Stott now l1ccidod to oxpo.nd his bridgohoo.d 
wostwa.rds towards tho original DQi n axia with all possible speed. 
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Tho oneny h2.d a.roused hinsolf hovmver a.nd before our troops· could 
nove torwn.rd sono he~vy suppo·rt fron t he g uns o.ncl raorto.rs becane 
n c cosso.ry. ..:'i..s the h .J urs po.eeed . ::1.nc1 the info.ntrynen go.ined ground 
steo.dily, the engineers built o. bridge (225773) Gt tho crossing 
site. This wo..s corJ.]lot od a.t a.bout 1700 hours; by which tine 11 B11

·, 

;i cn o.nd nn11 Coys h ::id, o.fter sor.::.o ho.rc1 fighing, ren ched their res­
pective obj ectives. 11 B11 now hold o. f irn pos ition o.stride the r a.il­
wa.y o. t ho usa.nd yo.rJ s north of Ho.lcrbrug t 187 3) , 11 C n Coy wo..s a.round 
tho r.10.in roo.d junction ( 2178) i n \'Jo r k lust ( 21<".- 78 L':- ), while 11 na Coy, 
which hnc1 svru.."'lg d irectly left fron the ·cross i ng .P l o.co, had followed 
tho cd.na.l vs northern ba.nk to · sottl8 fino.lly in Ho.lerbrug its elf. · 
(W. D.·, s. Sa.sk R., 12.Ap r ·1-5; H.D, ~ H. Q, . ·6 Cc1n Inf BC.e , ..:~pr 194.5, 
Appx .5 Int Log 12 .: .. pr, serials 100, 103), Th is la.st rmnoeuvro 
wcs o.ssistbd lo.rc oly by tho fa.ct t ha.t th e n odiur2 no. chin~ guns of 
Tor Scot R. (M. G.) h ad been supporting tho infantry fron positions 
on.the s outh bank of the Cana.l. (.,ill£ Serio.ls 60, 72, 75, 82, · . . 
93, 9.5) 

237, Now tha.t s. Snsk R, wus esta blished a.cross the 
obstacle, Fus H.R. were instructed t o h old Beilen, while Co.ne rons· 
of C • (ho.ving o.lso onterod Beil en f ron t h o south) proceeded north­
wa.rds to t6.ke over tho village of Hijkon (1678) fron the nen of 
Tor Scot R. (M,G,) who h:::td soizod tho place eo.rlier ·in the ·dny, 
This to.ke-over vm.s conpleted by 2150 hours.· (V>f .Ds. , H. Q. . 6 Cdn 
Inf Bde, Ca.ne rons of C, , Tor Scot R. (M. G.), 12 .. : pr l'1,.5) . The da.y 
ha.d been nnrkod by sca.ttered opposition a.nd n series of dela.ys 
co.used mo. inly by blown bridges, yet despite· n ll t h is t h·o pa.ce of 
tho advance had not slo.ckened to o.ny extent. Tho build-up of tho 
fornations nnd units whi·ch wore detui lod t o pass on through went 
on unhindered a.nd by n id-c.ftornoon 12 Apr Brigudior- C6.beldu' s · 
4 Cdn Inf Bde was concontrntod near Vlestorbork ( 2~Vi3). · (W ,D., H.Q., 
4 Cdn Inf Bde o.nd units, 12 _\.pr 45). ·At the sun o tine, on either 
flnnk 8.nc1 well aheo.d of t h e nn in. body , !; Cdn Rccc ·e Regt a.nd 1 Cdh 
Ar m.d C. Re gt fo l t out the routes. On tho right Lt-Col B .1r. Alwo.y' s 
SC ')Ut ca.rs ha.d contacted the Poles. ea.st of Westerbork, while on 
tho loft tho nreourod co.rs ( St ngho unds ) hncl cross od the Assen-M"appel 
ccma l ::md surged on north-west t o cut the no. in road to Steenwijk, 
a loft.ja.b which producccl nn unpleasant shock f or t he eneny. 
(Yv .Ds. , 8 Cdn Re cc e Re gt; 1 Cdn ,\ rn d c ~ Rogt · 11--1'2 Apr L'!.5; nlso 
History of ,Tiie Rqyo.l Cano.dian Dragoons, p ~ ilLi-165-16-6; · a.lso · .. -·· .. 
T"dCr:il!nf Mv Ops Log o.s above , 12 .\.pr .:;.5, Soria.ls 3634, 361.-1,3644) 

.. Ji 

THE CAPTURZ OF L.S3EN BY t, CDN INF BDE, 12 Apr 45 

238, Brigud ior Co.belduts first objective wo.s the town of 
Assen (2189), For the o.pproa.ch rx:i rch Essex Scot wns pla ced in the 
lea.d. At the so.me time R. Regt c. o.nd R'.H.L.I. were ordered to 
follow up along tho n6. in road Ho. l erb rug - ,:\s sen a.nd to be prepared 
to support the o.ttack, It wo.s d uring this n ove up tha.t 11D11 Coy 
R.H.L.I. wo.s torapora.rily detailed a.~d ass i gned t h o novel role of 
gu::irdia.ns over a. Jewish wor.1en' s concontra.tion ca.r.ip ( 2480) , which 

8 Cdn ·Reece Rogt ho.d ovorrmi .sor:i0 · Lir OOO ya.rds 8a.st of Hooghnlen 
(1981). (Ibid, Serio.ls 36tr3, 364 7; ctL:>o ii .Ds., H. Q. . 4 Cdn Inf Bde 
a.nd units,-:r2-".Apr 45). First rcsisto.nce wns net a.t Hoogho.len. 
The cneny W-lS opera. ting in s rio.11 ba.zooka tea.ns which wo uld ap)oo.r 
a.long the heavily r1ined roa.d , release their deadly missiles o.t our 
veh icles, o.nd them retire durine; th8 connotion which followed. 
It becD.Lle a. slow but cos~~Y journey. 

~ Reference na.ps a.s for pa.ro. 231. 




