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The supporting s.qundron of 10 Cdn Arnd Regt lost two tunks ~nd 
the Essex n jeep nnd several cnrriers. Lnte in the nfternoon 
BrigQdier Cnheldu ordered R.H.L . I . to r e lieve Lt-Col Pnngnn.nts 
bnttnlion o.t Hooghn len. Essex Scot virns urgec1 to press on fol
lowing the no. in nxis whi.l e R. Regt C. swung to the right in n 
wide hook 02lculo.teQ to t nke t he d efences of Assen fron the right 
nnd renr. (2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, ~pril 1945, serinl 3668, nlso 
W .Ds~, H. Q. t.- Cdn I nf Bde and units , 12 :1.pr L~5 ; also 10 Cdn .\rnd 
Re gt, 12 .. \ pr ~5) 

239t A runn ing fj_tii t continued nll the wny up to tho· 
southern outskirts of Assen, Ji the enen y using his weo.~1ons skil
fully at ea.ch obstacle . By co.refully co-01~dinnted i-:icmoeuvers, 
howGver Lt-Col PnngIJnn secureu a foothold on the edge of the 
tovm nn d · begnn clearing the woo ds on his flnnlrn . Meo.nwhile the 
11Royc.ls 11 , in Kango.roos , swept forwnrd to the enst of ...'.1.ssen , whore 
8 Cdn Reece Regt hnd re;iorted little oppos ition. (W .D~, H.Q. 
4 Cdn Inf Bd e, 12 Apr 45). During tho n ight brigndo headquarters 
found it d ifficult to lceop in conta ct with the right hook. 
Cor:rc.unicntions were bnc1 nnd ncldoc1 to this no.ny of tho vehicles 
(includinc 12 Knngnroos) br6ko down or bocnoe nirod along tho 
ma.rslry ronds. Nevertheless" tho coluun worked its way po.st i.r1cn 
(2433) nnd on to Rolde (278u). Lt Roldc Lt-Col R .l:I . Lcnclrun 
stoppect a while, wh ile rcconnnissnnc c gr o U_i) S wont out to explore 
to routes north cmd west of tho town . (Ibed, 13 .. \pr -~ 5) Lenving 
one cm~L.PQ.Il.Y t o hold Rolde , 11: .. 11 Coy w:.. s s ent on to soizo Loon 
( 2 .:.~91) . Hore tho eneny fired on the colunn but to no avnil, tho· 
lending vehicles era.shod on into t he villa.go with RrowninGs blo.z
ing. It provided ct spGcto.culo.r s i cht , the K211c;o. roos e;o ing in nt 
30 n ilos an hour with C1.l l g uns in a ction . Op.'._)osit ion · crun;ilod 
ro.pidly o.nd tho info.ntry scro.nbled out to consolido.to. (Ibid) 

240. There now occurred nn i!lcident vvhich WG.S to have 
considerable influence on the situo.tion. Vlost of the- village of 
Loon (2091) there is o. bridg e ( 23 91) a. cross t ho Noord- Willens 
cnna.l (th is cnno. l is tho r.nin v.r:--_t er r oute lo::id ing north fron 
Assen) . This structure wc..s for tun-:.tely se ized int::.c t enabling 
o. force to cut the n o.in a.xis o.t Leo lo ( 2191), while o.nother · 
struck south tow::i.rds :1.ssen itsGlf . It was nt tho no.in roo.d -
bridge nonth of the town tho. t our troops ~nd tho enony nnde u 
dro.r.ntic encounter , f or n s t he Cnno.dinns Qj_))enred tho Gorno.ns 
wore a.bout to blow up the bridge . In o. sh ort b ut hoo.tod action 
the eneny ts enginee rs were 11 cut dovm" o.nc1 only just in tirie, sone 
of the eneny troops being killed 2t the switches they were about 
to throw. The bridge was thus s o.vod ~nd R. Regt c; entered tho 
town to ri..op up. (Ibid, 13 Apr ! , .5; nlso R. Regt C. , 1·3 Apr '~ .5). 
By this ti:c.o Essex---SCOt was o.lso wall into the built - up section 
of the town o.nd between thou o.n d tho two infantry ho.ttnlions 
netted a profitc ble dividend of 600 prisoners . It ha d been a 
gooc exo.nple of sin ple t o. ctics; tho Gor;:-inn force conpletely 
surprised o.n d boo.ten and nQny of tho eneny wh ose to.sk it hnd been · 
to withdraw o.nd f i ght other delo.yin5 actions, were out of the wnr. 
(W .D,, H.Q. . 4 Cdn Inf Bd o , 13 _,\p r :,5) 

241. Vfucn Bric o.dier Co.beldu o.nu his intellig onco officer 
drove into Assen, liberation fostivities we re o.lrco.dy und0r wo.y: 

Tho population litera lly woro crozy with 1:£'.ppiness 
over their libera tion . Crowds cho8rec1 avory vehicle. 
Won en d:::i.ncod in t he town _pnrks o.nd threw flov.rers to the 
pnssing troops. Those of the Ede bent on tho n oro 

*Refer to G.S.G.S. 4414 ·1:25,000 Sheet s 3005 - Assen, 
2905 - Ze-ieh , 
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ser.ious business of cleQring the town had difficulty 
to keep a. mind on the job in such surroLmdings. 

(W.D., E.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, 13 J .. pr !r.5 ) 

Those o.nong the civilian population who had "ba cked tho v1rong 
horse" were now cnlled on t o po.y their debts of dishonour, and 
n er.illers of the undergroun~ set about r oundins up the colla.bor
a. tors o.nd herdinG then off to ga.ol. (Ibid) 

. Ji 

THE _\PPROACHE3 TO GRONINGEN , 13 APR 4.5 

242. The roa.d to Groninc;en now lo.y open 6.nd it wa.s 
decided to· bring R.H.L.I. forwo.rd to ta.ke the lea.d. By 1100 hours 
13 Apr, Lt-Col H.C. Arrell ho.d his fi e;hting conpo.nies in :i.ssen, 
but it wa.s 121.5 hours before the forwa r d elements wore a.ble to 
get clear of the cheering. popula ce. The situation looked pron
ising; on the left flo.nk, 11 Bt1 Sq_n of the Roya.l Cano.dia.n Dragoons 
was 11beating up" everything in sight cmd gathering in l :::i.. r ge nur.J.
bars of prisoners; on the right tho divis ional reconnaissance 
ca.rs were a.pplying increc,sing prossuro , vvhilo in tho centre of 
the broad stretch of concrete road to Vri es (2298) and GroninGon 
the light infa.ntryr:i.en f ornod up to· rosur.10 tho journey north. 
(W.Ds., R.H.L.I., 8 Cdn Reece Regt, 1 Cdn :1..r nc1 c. Regt, 13 _\pr 4.5) 

243, Within.one hour R.H.L.I. was in Vrias o.nd , resist-
ance being negligible~· tho troops ~') ro ssod on to the nnin hie;hv1a.y 
junction a. t Ide (2202J. At this point, tho Hcnilton LUlit was 
ordered to follow the western route throue;h Eelde (2105) pa.st 

tho Paterswoldor Lake (2108) a.nd into tho south-western corner of 
the city. The brigade coIJIJ.a.ndor had cQroful l y a.~procintod tho 
,;;ossibiltics of oach lino of ndvanco ._nd decided tha.t the left 
route presented fewer natural obsto.clos tha.n tho eastern route 
beyond the Noord-\"Villeus C::ma.l, Bes i des , on that flank 8 Cdn 
Reece Regt wns naldng quite good progress a.e;a. inst sca.ttored 
op;iosition. (Vl .D., H;Q. · 4 Oc1n Inf &lo a.nd units, 13 Apr 4.5; a.lso 
2 C~n Inf Div Ops Log , 13 Apr ~.5, aerial 3924) 

244. Al ong -this western route H.H'.L.I. net only slight 
opposition, o.nd by 1600 hours tanks o:l 10 Cdn .i.'1..rr1d -Roet reported 
the tho lending troops were about to enter the city. Brigadier 
Cnbeldu ordered Lt-Col Arroll to ·seizo nll roa.d·nnd ~nil bridges 
in the western half of Groningen, a.dding thnt R. ~ogt c. would" 
pass through to ca.1:iture sinila.r objectives · to the ea.st. (V:.n., · 
H. Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, 13 -\.pr tr5). Th o enony, however seoned relt.ic
ta.nt to give UJ) the city so ens ily, o.nd , a.ft er nbout two hours of 
house fighting , it wa.s cloa. r tha.t a sot piece a.tta.ck would be 
necessa.ry. Th o brignde cor..rr1andor innodio..toly cnne· f orvm.rd to 
size up the situa.tion and after conferring with Lt-Col Arrell 
decided to put in a. plnnned a.ssault. It wns o..p?recinted tliat if 
this outer defensive crust could be broken through quickly, then 
the nain defences r.iight collapse c::u1.c1 -'..LJ..uw the original b1rignde 
pla.n to ·be carried out. (Ibid} 

~ Refer to G.S.G.S. 4414 1:2.5,000 Shoots 2805 - H1ron, 
280& ~ Hoocoznnu ~ 2705 ~ Gronincon, 
2706 - Yloltorsur.: , 290.5 - Zcion, App:;;: 11A11 
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245. At o.bout 2000 hours 13 Apr, n.H.L.I. cor.rr16ncod its 
attack with tho help of oneinoors of 2 Cdn Fc1 Coy n.c.E., whoso 
task it wo.s to cloo.r tho rou.c1 of b locks nnd othor obstruction. 
By dnrknoss two coff;)'.lnios hnd consolidG.tod t ho south-wostorn odgo 
of tho city and two- others wore pressing on tovro.rd tho bridges. 
Rosisto.nco was by t his tino extrm.1ely hoo.vy : thoro woro snipers 
ovorywhorEl nnd together with tho Gernnn no.chine gunners thoy took 
a. severe toll. Tho stroot fightine; continued o.11 night -

••• fierce ho.nd t o h.:: nd enc dun t ors - -vvi th our n on hn v'ing 
to cloo.. r ovary roon of 4 storey npts o.nd oven then the 
snipers would con e back G. Get in because our tps could 
not occupy so nuch space. 

(Yl .D., H . Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bdo, 15 ~\~r ~- 5) 

Q,uite obviously greater prossuro wns n eeded to r ·out t he defenders 
of Groningon and dur inc tho evening tho brigo.d ior told R. Regt c. 
to propo.ro for nn a.ssnult o.cross tho co.nnl on the ric;ht of R.H.L.I .. 
tho obj act being to seize tho r a ilwo.y sto.tion nnd clonr tho cnnctl 
ba.nks. Mounwhilo Essex Scot wo.s n ovod up t6 t ho o.roa. of Eeldo 
ctirport ( 2204), ·whore, o.s rosorvo bnttnli on , it nvmitod cor.mitnont. 
(Ibid nnd units, 13 Apr 45) 

Ji 
THE R\ TTLE OF GRONJJ.\TGEN, 1:1, ... \PR tr 5 

246, Shortly nfter nidnight 13/14 Apr R1H.L.I. report-
ed that, nlthough they ho.d cnpturod a bridge (214136) on their 
right, little proeross wo.s possible towa rds tho cnnnl north of 
the railway; for in thb. t o. r eo. ros i stnnco was extro.ordino.rily henv.y. 
As a. result, R. Regt C. wo.s orderod to use the recently won·bridge 
instead of a.ttcupting tho bo:i.t crossing provi0usly a.rrc.ngod. ...\t 
approxinntoly 0200 hours tho Royo.ls got t heir lending infantry 
over the .bridge o.nd bego.n t6 cleo.r t ho r a. ilwo.y ya.rds a.nd the stat
ion o.reo.. It wns slow work ; but by· o930 ho urs the hank of tho · 
rnin co.no.l ·ho.d been ranched . · (W .D., H. Q. L:. Cdn Inf Bde nnd units, 
13 1 pr 45). At thc..t tiu o Maj - Gen Matthews cnno forward to confer 
with his brigadiers, o.nd the ~la.n for oleo.ring the city wns revised 
nnd discussed. 4 Cdn Inf Bde wa.s given o. linitod o.ren of respon
sibility wh ich cons isted of a.11 of tho built -up portion of Groningen 
south of t he I'lQ in cci.no.l. Br i gctd ior VIogill wo.s to bring up his. 
Den o.nd a.dvo.nc0 into the city fron tho wost v1hilc the so.stern 
pa.rt would be tci.kon ca.re of by 6 Cdn Inf Bde, vrh ich would cone up 
on t he followinc day t hrough Hnren ( 2tr09) o.nd Holpno.n ( 2312) · 
(Ibid). · Accordingly Briga.dior Ca.beldu reo.djusted his .ob ject ives~ 

V'1TiIIO R, Rogt C. continued cloo.ring tho r o. ilroa.d urea , Essox Scot 
·vrould r,1ove to p::i.ss through oventu~lly to tho onst , cut the Ho.ron -
Gronine;on rond o.nd link Ul) ·with 6 Bc1e ( ~i~J 

247. · By midday 14 Apr the areas occupied by R.H.L.I. 
and R. Regt c. were becoming quieter and the prisoners were 
literally pour ing in . The Royals now dominat ed t he main hie;hway 
bridge north-east of the station • -:.:. rel. :.. -~, ut there still appeared · 
to be much activity around the south ern suburb of Helpman (2212). 
Shortly after midday Essex Scot began to pass through Lt-Col 
Lendrum.Vs forward line of troops with "A" Company leading. 
Lt-Col Fangmanvs orders were to stri ke north across the bridge 
and then south -towards Helpman wh ere the enemy, who seemed to be 

I Reference maps: G.S . G·.s. 4414 ~asteTn Holland 1: 25 ,ooo Sheets 
2805 - Haren, 2705 - Groningen , Appx 11B11 
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well established, was facing the proposed advance of 6 Cdn Inf 
Bde from the south. (W.D., H. Q. 4- Cdn Inf Bde and units, 14 Apr 
45). There now followed an intense bombardment of the area of 
Hclpman, ·which lasted until approximately 1400 hours v1hcn "C 11 

Coy Essex Scot and clements of 10 Cdn Armd Regt began to clear 
southwards. Meanwhile 11A11 Coy reinforced 'oy 11 D11 and 11 B:i Coys 
contained the enemy around the hridge to the north. {Ibid) 

248. The positions of Es sex Scot around the bridge 
improved rapidly and by . early evening Lt-Col Pangmants men were 
ready to rush tho structure, vvhich, so far, was undamaged . His 
plan was a most daring one. Three Kangaroos laden with infantry 
were to crash across nnd clear the German mo.chino guns covering 
the bridge; thes e guns had alrea dy driven back n singularly brave 
effort by a s oc ti on of 11A 11 Coy vri tll severe loss. The plo.n went · 
astray however in that tho Kangaroos o.rrivod prematurely and att
empted to cross the co.no.l a. lone - a costly gesture which resulted 
in the los s of one of these valuable vohiclos. Nevertheless two · 
of tho Xanga.roos returned safely o.nd withi n a short time had load
ed tho men and wo re seen rourinc; across tho bridge . ·At 2000 hours 
the Es sex reported that they had two platoons a.cross. At this · 
sta.ge op) OSition was heavy but Lt-Col Po.ngrao.n proceeded to rein
force his gains so that the engineers mi ght che ck the bridge site 
for possible demolitions. This proved to be a lengthy t a sk duo 
to tho hail of fire which descended upon the a.rou, but within 
two and a half hours, Essex Scot reported tho bridge clear and the 
bridgehead firm. (Ibid). Patrols ·were tben dispatohed into tl;l.G 
centre of Groningen-;---:At the same timo, furthe r south, 11 C11 Coy 
stated that it had cleared the Storro Bosch (2212), taken thirteen 
prisoners and had isolated another largo group nea.r the pr ison 
(2212}. For tho brigade and tho Scottish it had been a day of 
proud achievement; the ma in Toutc into tho city had boen forced 
open, n vulu8.ble springboard was ready for 6 Cdn Inf Bde coming 
up from the south, and a secure .right flank had been provided 
for 5 BdeTs entry from .t ho west . (Ibid ; a.lso 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops 
Log.££ cit, April 1945, 12 Apr , seria l 3185) 

' * .5 CDN I NF BDE MOVFS IN FROM THE .'iEST, · 14 APR 45 

249. Brigadier Nioe;illt s o.dvo.nco had begun at 1230 hours 
when Co.lg Highrs moved to Hoogkerk ( 1713) with orders to capture · 
the bridge over the canal t her o . Once Hoogkerk wa.s firm the brig
ade corna::mdert s intention was to launch R• de Hais against the 
Stadspa rk (2012) and tho factory (1913-2013) on the right; R.H.C. 
was to reinforce whi chever effort 1·m.s tho :cios t successful. If 
Hoogkork proved "soft e·uough 11 the Calgarios wore t6 go on to ~

Groningen supported by R. de Mais from the fa ctory. On the other 
hand, if the seizure of Hoogkork involved too much fi ght ing then 
the Black Watch would pass through Calg Highrs to take ov er the 
attack on . the wes tern -part of t h e city~ (W. D;,, H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf Bde 
and LL~its, 14 Apr 45). As it happened, by 1530 h ours Calg Highrs 
were complete in Hoogkerk and had captursd the Glass 18 Bridge 
(174143) there inta ct. No opposit~oD nau appeared thus far~ 
Calg Highrs were theref ore instructed to keep going and R, de Mais' 
att~ck against the factory area commenced. (Ibi~) 

250. T>is at tack went in a t 1.500 hours~ "Dil Coyt s 
ob jective was the crossroads at Rozenburg (1912 ), "A 11 Coyts, the 

~ Reference maps as for para 246 
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rail and road junction some 600 yards to the north . Once these 
had been taken :rc 11 Coy was to capture the factory ( 1913) ·along 
the canal and 11 B11 Coy would seize the railway bridge (2013) 
further east. The first phase of the at t ack progressed well in 
spite of some delay on the left, ·where 11A11 Coy found the approaches 
to its objective blocked by an _obstacle. i:n; i Coy however had no 
trouble getting to Rozenburg ( 1912) . While aA 11 Coy cleared its · 
way forward, 11 c:1 Coy, sup9orted by tank s of the Fort Garry Horse , 
advanced into the factory area~ (vr .n., 10 Cdn Armd Regt, 14 Apr 
45). Here tho enemy had several war.-si ted 20-mm guns, but. 
these were neutralized by the tanks., In the mopping up which 
followed 11 Cil Coy captured one officer and forty-nine other ranks.· 
Once the factory Has clear, aB 1i Cov , ' h ich had pa.ssod through ilfi,Y, 
swung eastwards past the fac t ory t o t~l e railway bridge . The 
machine gu_r1s an d snipers which ban :·ed the way wore quickly disposed 
of with excellent result.. Tho bridge wa s taken intact together 
with the two 20 mm guns which had -.. :ien protecting it . The enemy 
tried to blow it up but were foil ed in their effort by well dir
ected am.all arms · fire which 1-cillea_ or -v\rounded all fi vo of the 
demolition party . At about 1815 hours , Lt-Col J~ Bibeau ; D~s.o., 
was able to report success o:L1 all his obj ectives. ( :.r.D., R. de · 
Mais , 14 Apr 45). R. de Mais could n ow turn its efforts· to supp.:. 
orting the Calgariest attack, and in order to relieve Lt-Col · 
Bibeau of any bother - on h is right fla:nk( R.H.L .I. uore ordered ' to 
sweep that area with carr ier patrols . 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 
12 Apr 45 serial 4164) . . 
2.51. · Calg Highrs did not wa r te much time in Hoogkerk . 
At 1630 hours , after a quick r eorgani -sation, "Da Coy set out for . 
tho western edge of Groni.ngen. Suppor ted by artillery and mortar 
fire the infantry covered the gr :-)1J_11d steadily and within two hours 
had a firm foothold on the.western outskirts of tho city. The 
situation improved rapidly , 11A11 and 11 Bi1 Coys wore sent up to ex-· 
ploit and by last light the battaJj_on had consol~.dated its posit
ions ·south of tho railroad bridge ( 202147): , W.Ds.-, H.Q. 5 Cdn 
Inf Bde and Calg Highrs , 14 Apr 45 ) ~ From hero Lt-Col W.D. 
Hoyland was urged to press on to t ho _1 idge and put a company 
across if it was still intact. 11 c;: Cr r vms deta.ilod to this task 
and shortly o.ftor midnight 14/15 A;n: it· reported that a smnll 
bridgehead had been established. t Jbid, 15 pr 45). It was now 
the turn of R .H.C. to cross· tho 6A n ;.y~ .0 11.ild up the bridgehead and 
bo&in clearing to the north- east ., (V.' , D., H.Q,. 5 Cdn Inf Bde , 
14/15 Apr 45) . . . 

252. Tho ..fate of Groningrn1J£ v as just about soaled . On 
oi ther flank the armoured cars of -the n ragoons and the scout co.rs 
of 8 Cdn Reece Regt were rapidly cut t ing the enemy's last routes 
of escape from the city and there wns fair indica tion that the 
compression caused by the advancing infantry on the north- west and 
from the south-ea.st would soon force t h e German garrison to sur · 
render or flee in disorder a.long the f ew remaining roads.to the 
north.. Tho southern approaches were corn_plotely s hut off. This 
had oeen accomplished by 6 Cdn Inf Bdc WD ich had launched Camorons· 
of c. northw0l'CI3 from Haren (2409) a t 1 600 hours tho previous after
noon, Little resistance wns encou_r· ; . ~n . · .. ..)~ .. -c ho Camerons of c. · 
until they reached the southern po.r-t or· .delpman . There the enemy, 
although pressed hard from the nort.~i b-y· the Essex Scot, decided 
to show fight• His efforts hm over, w ::i re not t o l a st . The four· 
infantry companies ( Co.m.erons of C.) we;~. t about the task of clear
ing out and ca.pt uring· Germans with g.1'.' eo.t enthusiasm and shortly· 
before 2300 hours Lt-Col .A .A. KGnne r1.J r "' portod to Brigade Head
·quo.rtors that Helpmnn was clear o.nd t.hat 11 C 11 and 11 D11 Coys Camerons 

* Seo Appx 11 B" 
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of a. were ready to enter Groningen (W.Ds., H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde 
and units, 15 Apr 45) as soon as contact was IE.de with Essex Scot, 
s. Sask R. and Fus M.R. woro warned to bo proparod t o move up. 
Theso two battalions woro to pass through 4 Cdn Inf Bde a nd clear 
the centre of the city. (Ibid) 

253. In tho early hvurs of 15 Apr , while R.H.C. of 5 
Cdn Inf Bde passed through Calg Highrs t o coIJIJ.enco clearing 
operations on tho north-western part of Groningon, Fus M.R. crossed 
the bridge previously cap tured by Essex Scot and struck out to 
sweop tho right section of tho centre of the city. Lt-Col v. 
Stotts t battalion soun followed th o Fus M.R. and swung wost. The 
clearing of a largo built-up area is a lways a diffioult task but 
our infantry went a t it in a nost dotorninod nanner. Fi.ghting was 
very stiff throughout tbo dcy, nany prisoners were taken but anong 
tho defenders thoro wore still a fair nunbor of fanatics who 
refused t o givo up and had t o be driven fron their hiding places. 
By evening, tho contra of Groningon (which is surrounde d by the 
canal) was cl ear of Gornans . During tho day 112 prisoners fell 
into tho hands of Fus M.R. while S. Sask R's bag t otalled 181. 
These figures includod an uncon:-~10nly l a rgo proportion of officers. 
Brigadier Allard's other battalion, tho Canorons, had also ex
perienced sor:io heavy fighting that nor ning especially around tho 
power plant to. tho oast of Holpno.n . However, they collected 140 
prisoners and by ni@1t roportod their a rea of responsibility free 
of all resistance . Thereaft er, "B '', "C" ruid "D" Coys carried out 
a systenatic search of tho sector while "J .. 11 Coy novod north t o 
relieve Essex Scot around tho bridgo over V\hich Fus M.R. and s. 
Sask R. had passed (W.Ds., H.Q,. 6 Cdn Inf Bdo and units, l.~ Apr 
45; also 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log 15 Apr 45, serials 4239, 4247; 
4246, 4288, 4290). 

254. On the western flank, R.H.C. entered Groningen in 
a novel nannor. After a brief r oconnaissanco by "B" and ''C" 
conpo.ny coIJIJ.and ors, a barge was swung a cros s the canal. In this 
way all but a few f oe t of the obstnclo was bridged and the two 
lending conp '.J.nies were ablo t o cross t o tho cast bank without un
due trouble by 0600 hours. 1'u1 hour later "~" and "D" Coys noved 
up fror:J. Hoogkork and also sto..rtod t o cross. "A" Coy went first, 
neoting only snipor firo fron tho Wat or Tower (206145}, but only 
a fow nan of ''D" Coy h o.d go t safely across whon a hail of 20-r:n 
gun and IJB.Chino gun f'iro raked t he barge and nado things oxtrenoly 
hot f or tho infantry. At this point, however, sono Dutch bargees 
cane to our a ssistance. They had acquired an uth or barge with 
docks nuch lower tho. t tho first one and proceeded t o lash both 
t ogether so thc.t tho higher bar ge o ffordod a r.rnasure of cover 
against tho heavy firo. Once on tho east bank the battalion sort ... 
od i tsialf out and with "A" a.nd "D" Coy l oading drove on towards 
the park ( 2111-2115). Moo.nwhilo, uf forts woro b oing nade to 
swing tho railroad bridge into it s proper place. This was at 
last acconplishod by t ho carriers pulling tho structure into 
positi on (W.Ds., 5 Cdn Inf Bdo, R.H.C., 15 Apr 45). This neant 
that both wheeled and tracked support could now j oin the assault 
elenents. Th o diary of tho Black Watch gives a colourful des
cription of the fight f or this p c. :.. ·~: 

On approaching tho park it boco.no nec essary for all tho 
coys t o t o.ko cover and odgo their way forward through 
tho back gardens until thoy roa ched tho houses facing 
tho park i ts olf. Hore a pitched battlo ensued, lasting 
over two hours, with our non using FIATS ana. brens, 
rifles o.nd gr enades , as well as 2u nortars o.gai nst an 
onony dug in in bunkers and slit trenches , returning 
our fir o fr.on 20r:m , n . g . nad s.a.. Tho opposition en
countered at this stage was by f nr the heo.viost encountered 
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so far in this operation. At 1555 hrs. all the 211 

mortars in the coys. laid down heavily on the park and 
the flame sections :fired a few bursts. Then t h e rifle· 
coys assaulted the park. The enemy gave ground reluct
antly, but upon being convinced that we meant to oust 
him from his prepared defences f led , or capitulated. 

(W.D., R.H. C,, 15 Apr 45) 

255. The next move was f or R. de Mais to go past R.H.C. 
and swing south and east o rrhis occurred at about 2000 hours, 
the two leading companies going forward with t he tanks of 10 Cdn 
Armd Regt. Some machine gun and 20 mm fire met our troops but 
did not stop them. The two remai.ning c C1.upanics vrero then launched 
and by 2200 hours, ·R. de Mais had completed the task and taken 
over 100 prisoners. These together with the 24-7 already seized by 
R.H.C. ·made an impressive t otal for Br i gadier Megill Vs formation. 
{Vv .Ds., R. de Mais, R.H. C., 15 Apr 45) . By midnight the area ·held 
by 5 Cdn Inf Bde had quietened somewhat and most of the troops 
were able to get s ome sleep in order to be frosh for the next dayfs 
work. The final clearance of Groningen was t h us left to the two 
brigades already in the city . '11he greater part of 4 Cdn Inf Bde 
had moved back to a concentration e.r c 1 n ear Haren l eaving only 
11 0 11 Coy, Essex Scot ·in the southern part of Groningon to protect 
the right flank of 6 Bde by taking. up positions about the small 
wood north-east of Hel_i)man . ("VI .Ds . , ·H c Q, . 5 and 6 Cdn Inf Bdos, 
R. de Mais, Essex Scot, R. Regt. C., H.H. L.I., 15 Apr 45) 

JE 

THE SURRENDER OF GRONINGEN , 16 APR 4 5 

256. 5 and 6 Cdn Inf Bdes rosu.med tho business of clear
in the city at first light. Brigac.i er Megill ts mon wore particul
arly keen to get the job over with: for : tn j-Gcn Matthews had told 
the Brigade commander that as soon as Groningen and its northern 
approaches were clear the troops woul d have a day's complete rest. 
In the north-western s ection R.H. C. and R, de Iv1a is had swept up 
to the main canal by 1230 hours; behi n d them Co.lg Highrs pa.trolled 
from Hoogkerk to the west a.nd north to Dorkword ( 1-818). {W .Ds., 
Co.lg Highrs, R.H.C., R. de :Mo. is , 16 Apr 45). In 6 Cdn Inf Bdots 
a.reo. the enemy situation ho.d doteriornted completely nnd by 1230 
hours nll resistance ho.d ceased; Cc.merons of c., who were moved 
into the ea stern sector of the city, met no opposition. Within 
this lovely city tho spirit of j oy of liberat ion was felt o.nd 
shown by young o.nd old alErn , a.nd t he Cnno.dians wero tro::.tod roy
ally i:;JJ.e :rever t ... ws· · ·: ,1 ·~. GT<>n irii:son ho.d f o. llon, o.nd with it 
vanished t4e enemy Ys last ~ain c ent r e of comrnuni co.tion in Northern 
Hollo.nd. There wo.s still much to be rlono howovor; the :place hnd 
to be secured, the sea to be r oach od and ?.2. J. no i:n.s :J f esoape 
deni ed to the sco.tt erod Ge nnnns . ~ncrof oro , while 6 Cdn Inf Bde 
consolido.tod and scoured the eo. st Grn outskirts for prisoners to 
a.dd to its gro.nd tot a l of 1052 for ·Gh o .PG.St two do.ys, Brigadier 
l~egill wo.s propo.ring to continue his j ourney north-oo.stwo.rds . 
R.H.C. wa. s now ordered to cros s the Gr oningen Cana.l a.nd ·s ci ze a. 
bridgoheo.d, (W .D~8, H. Q. . 5 o.nd 6 -, .i.lJ. .· _Ju es o.nd tL11its) 

257. This to.sk foll to 1 .\. :i OoyR.H. C., but owing to the 
f a.ct tho.t tho engineers were not ~n f avour of bridging o.t tho old 
bridge site, the opernt i on wo..s pos t poned for o. timo. Monnwhilo; 
during the afternoon one officer on o. reconno.isso.nco to the west 
discovered the villo..ge of Dro.cht. on ns well o..s tho ground betwcon 
it a.nd Groningen ho.d been well soo.Ts.hcd by the RoyC}.l Canadian 
Dragoons . This mo.de o.ny further move vmstwa.rds by .5 Bde 

J£ Reference ma.ps as for po.ro. 246, Appx 11B11 
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unnecesso.ry. Enrly tho.t evening 11! i. 11 Coy's t o.sk vms +econsidorod 
and begu...~, barges were lashed together to mGko o. bridge and attack 
on Nnorderhoogebrug (2216) went in supported by the weapons of the 
co.rrier plo.toon . Before do.rkness set in the Bla ck \'Jo.tch wo.s f irrn 
around Noorderhoogebrug but qui to suddenly there was o. cho.ngo of 
plo.n nnd .5 Ede wets ordered to witlidro.vv from its present positions 
a.nd return into Groningen . (1::- .D., R.H.C., 16 Apr 4.5}. .5 Cdn Inf 
Bde now settled down to forty-eight hours of compo.ritivo relo.xo.tion 
during which the a.reo. occupied ·vo.s · given n final sweep over. The 
next two da.ys vvere put to good use, the troops rested up their equip
ment and wo.ited for the order thc'.t wo.s to send them eo.stwards ·a.go.in, 
this time into Gorrn.a.ny . (W.Ds ., H. Q • .5 Cdn Inf Bde a.nd units, 16-
18 Apr 4.5) 

258. On assuming responsibility for the swoop to tho 
coo.st 6 Cdn Inf Bdo formed its plan. Each bo.tto.lion would form o. 
bo.se from which strong patrols could"opero..te in a.11 directions cov
ered by elements of 8 Cdn Reece Rogt , which (on the right flank) 
already ha.d some scout cars of 11A 11 o.nd 11 C 11 Sq_ns roving in the d.roo. 
of Delfzijl (4.527) on the Ems ·estua ry; (2·· Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 
April 1945, 16 Apr serials 4465~ 4469, 4493}. On tho left o.nd 
closing to the sea. 1 Cdn Armd C. Rogt (in assisting 3 Cdn Inf Div} 
ho.d o.lso mo.de n lnrge contribution towards the completion of Ma.j -
Gen Matthew's to.sk. The Dragoons vvere o.t present holding such 
places o.s Ba.flo (1830), which is directly north of Groningen. Somo 
glimpse of the adventures experienced by the R.C.D. may he oa.ught 
from a message which tho Dragoons s ent t o Heo.dq_uo.rters 2 Cdn Inf Div. 
It arrived at 1710 hours o.nd r end o.s f ollows : 

Fwd tps now at Bo.flo. NI:oet ing pockets of rEJs istO.no e 1.5-
20 men . Some guns reported but none encountered. ·· Still 
some of our tps 3 Cdn Inf Div o.roo. tying in with 3 Cdn 
Inf Div. Estimate vro ho.vo killed o.nd co.ptured over 2000 
(conservative estima.t 0 ) in lo.st 48 hours . Wero uno.ble 
to ho.ndlo nll PW - turned them over to 3 Cdn Inf Div. 
Han~ed over 200 to 3 Cdn Inf Div this morning . Op lo.st 
two days hQs been a successive slo.ughtor of the enemy.
Would like 48 hours to ref it vehs after present commit-
ment o.nd before next op. · 

(Ibid; sorio.1 4498) 

259. · Early on 17 Apr 6 Cdn Inf Bde bogo.n its trip north, 
Cmnerons of c. wont first nnd esto.blished themselves o.t · Ton Boer 
(3020). Next S. So.sk R. firmed up between Zuidwoldo (2319) o.nd 
Bedum ( 2423 ) ; :Fus M. R. to.iled a.long to settle a.round Thesinge 
(2719). The move was completed by 1200 hours o.nd o.11 three units 
detaileil.their outpost positions o.nd po.t r ols. There being no sign 
of the enemy, the men were o.ble to rest o.nd refit (W.Ds., H.Q,~ 6 
Cdn Inf Ede o.nd Lmits, 16-17 Apr 45) . In completing its to.sk~ 2 
Cdn Inf Div ho.d pretty well establish ed n record of whichhistory ~ 

rlus"t obviously approve. In the· 20 day.;> fron 29 Mar· to l? .l\Pr the 
division had o.dvanced 120 miles from their crossing of tho Rhine at 
Rees to the proxirnity of the North Sene Nearly 5000 prisoners ho.d 
heen taken, the divis iono.l engineers had erected eighteen bridges 
including sixteen Class 40 Baileys - ~ ~ . ~ ~~al 6f 1540 milos of 
signal cable ho.d been lo.id. Those O.. ':)h i evcmonts , however; · wore not 
go.inod· without a. groat sacrifice; the c1ivision ho.d lost Llr4 officers 
and 768 other ranks in killed, ·wounded o.nd missing since 29 1'.io.r • 
. (AEF: 4.5/2 Cdn Inf Div/C/F~ Dooket I I: Monthly Sunoary of Ops 
and Activities, H. Q, ., 2 Cdn Inf Div, 1 Apr 45 - 30 Apr 4.5 ; Appx "A"; 
Statistical record of mileage covered o.nd prisoners to.ken; Appx 11B11 , 

Brs construct.ed by R. C. E. 2 Cdn Inf Div o.ftor crossing R. Rhine; 
Appx "D 11 Casualti es 2 Cdn Inf Div 30 Mo.r - 16 Apr 45) 
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OPERATIONS OF 1 POI. Am.ID DIV, 11-18 APR 45* 

260. All the time that the infantry divisions hod been 
r ea ching out for the s ea coast to the north , the parallel armoured 
thrusts by 1 Pol and 4 Cdn Armd Divs wer e mnking steady progress 
against a gradually stiffening r es istance over country which was 
ideally suited to German defensive tactics. Maj-Gen Maczek's 
troops had the following tasks: 

(a) 

( b) 

( c ) 

To advance NORTH on axis COEVORDEN V3252 - EMMEN 
V4467 - NIEUWE SCHANS Q6410 

To construct a class 40 br nt HA.REN V6768 und 
adv NORTH on axis HAREN" - PAPENBURG V7899 - LEER 
Q,8116 ond patrol to EMDEN Q,6531 

To develop class 40 Route from LEER to NIET.NlE 
SC HANS 

(AEF: 45/First Cdn Army/C/H, Docket 
V: April 1945, Liaison Officers 
Reports 101600 B, S02 Liaison 2 
Cdn Corps, paru 2) 

Aided by the Bel~ian Special Air Service troops who were holding 
the area of Coevorden and patrolling the western flank towards 
2 Cdn Inf Div's sector, the Polish armoured reconnaissance . 
regiment and motor battalion, situated at Oosterhesselen (3162) 
and Emmen (4366) respectively, started to probe forward on the 
morning of 11 Apr. The routes to the north, however, were not 
easy ones to travel over and the going was very slow. Never
theless by the evening of 11 Apr, while 3 Pol Inf Bde Gp was 
moving up to the mai :n line of resistance, the armo-µred recon
naissance regiment was patrolling in force towards the western 
flank (2473) on the left while on the right the motor battalion 
had struck out from Emmen (4466) to reach Valthe (4372), Odoorn 
(4073) and Exlo {4176). (Ibid, G.O. 4 of llllOOB, also) 
(AEF: 45/4 Cdn Armd Div/c/il,"]5ocket I: Ops Log 11 Apr 45, 
serials 49, 67, 78, 80; 12 Apr 45, serial 38) 

261. During the night 11/12 Apr 3 Pol Inf Bde Gp 
moved past Emmen and headed east and by 0900 hours (12 Apr) 
held a fairly secure line astride the route weerdingermond 
(5175) - Haren (6665) , but at this point several obstacles in 
the form of blown bridge s were di scovered and it became clear 
that no armoured advanc e would be possible until these bridges 
were repaired. Throughout 12 Apr the infantry brigade group 
held its ground and patrolled northwards. Further to the west 
both the armoured reconnaissance regiment and the motor bat
talion managed to edge forward during the day and their movement 
continued slowly but steadily throughout the night and the early 
hours of the following day. By 0700 hours 13 Apr the armoured 
reconnaissance regiment was on its way up the left flank to 
Rolde ( 2788) where it was eventually to contact troops of 2 

1

:, 
Cdn Inf Div. At the same time, in t'1 P. rPnt-.re, one group from 
10 Pol Mot Bn was meeting stiff oppos ition on e ither side of 
Borger (3681) which it was trying hard to take out so that some 
assistance might be rendered to the hard pressed French paratroops 
(SAS) around Gasselte (3686) furth er south. On the right 3 Inf 
Bde Gp had made by far the most pr ogress. Onstwedde (5393) had 
been taken by a detachment of the Special Air Service regiment 
operating under Maj-Gen Maczek' s command, Vlagtwedde (5793) 
had beefi seized and the approaches to Rhede (6896) w6re being 
secured. (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, op cit, 13 Apr 45; serials 15~ 
16; also 4 Cdn Armd Div Ops Log, .Q..Q~3 Apr 45; serial 23J 
* Reference maps; G.S.G.S . 4083, Holland 1:50,000 Sheet 22 -

Coevorden , also G.S.G.S. 4416, Central Europe 
l:lOOiOOO Sheets Ml - Groningen, M2 - Oldenburg. 
See a so App:x; "A". 
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262. The general situation improved rapidly as the 
hours passed. Althoueh 10 Pol Armd Bde Gp was still unable to 
move· eas twards until the rout e to Har en was r epaired, the 
security of the route was stengthened and operations to the 
north and north-west were kept moving. On the western flank, 
the Pol~s contacted eiements of 8 Cdn Reec e Regt at Rolde (2788), 
took Gieten (3590), and relieved the French (S.A.S.) at Gasselte 
(3686). In the centre elements of the Belgian S.A.S. having 
forced the canal at Veel e (5794) had secured Wedde (5597) and 
were moving on Blijham (5601); at the same time, on the right, 
Boertange ( 6390 )· was being threat ened. Further south along the 
road to Haren the Polish sappers were working feverishly in 
order to proyide a road for the impatient armour. It was a slow, 
trying process but finally the work was completed and Maj-Gen 
Maczek sent a message to the Commander of 2 Cdn corps saying 
that all would be ready for 10 Pol Armd Bde Gp to advance at 
0815 hours on the following morning. (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 
op cit, 14 Apr 45, s erials 3, 11, 12; 4 Cdn Armd Div Ops Log 
op Cit, 13 Apr 45~ s erial 44; Firs t Cdn Army Ops Log.££ cit, 14 
h:Pr"""4"5, serial 20J 

263. The Polish armour crossed the Ems early on 14 
Apr and turned north. Progress was very slow throughout the 
day for deployment was difficult and the r e were more than a 
few obstructions along the northern road. However, by nightfall 
the l eading troops ot the armoured brigade group were within 
3000 yards of the Kusten Canal but were being held up by a blown 
bridge around which the enemy had established o strong defensiv0 
position. West of the E'ms River 3 Pol Inf Bde had S Inf Bn 
thrusting out of Boertange (6390) in a wide pronged effort north 
tONards Rh ede (6896 ) and south in the direction of the line 
Dersum. · (6885) - Dorpen (7185). The enemy in this region occupied 
particularly good positions and took such good advantage of the 
defensive characteristic s of the terrain that a slugging match 
ensued. Very little headway could be made towards the river 
itself. In Blijham (5502) the S.A.S. were similarly being held 
up by obstacles rather than by r esis tance . Moreov er, since these 
airborne warriors were at present deprived of the use of their 
armoured jeeps (their only means of transport), they could not 
move on Winschot en (5 306) . The most successful operations for 
the day were on the l eft, where 1 Pol Inf Bn had spread out its 
line of advance to take veendam (4201) and to capture a bridge 
at the road junction 4000 yards north of that place. It now 
held the surrounding hamlets of Nieuwe pekele. ( 4696.), Meeden 
(4605), westerlee (4805) and Es iligerlee (5006), thus securing 
the western approach to Winschot en (5306). On tho far left a 
firm contact was being k ept with the scout cars of 8 Cdn Reece 
Regt. The intention now was to capture Winschoten with 3 Fol 
Inf Bde and to advance on Papenbur g with the armoured brigade 
while elements of the motor bat talion swung north from Haren to 
follow the west bank of the river and clear northwards. (2 Cdn 
Corps Op Log £12 cit, 15 Apr 45, serials 1, 10, 20; also 4 Cdn 
Armd Div Ops Log _£.E. cit, 15 Apr 45, s erial 4) 

264. Offensive operatio',.:: r: ::- .:-:~ ::... ::-:l.:.ed all across the 
Polish front on 15 Apr. On the r i ght , the armoured brigade's 
effort met with littl e success . An att empt by 9 Pol Inf Bde to t 

force the Kusten Canal* failed and Maj -Gen Maczek asked thut he I 

* Polish troops had t aken over this area from 18 Cdn Armd c. 
Regt, who had previously relieved troops of 10 Cdn Inf Bde. 
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• 
be given the support of ~ocodiles . As these weapons were not 
.to be available for some time , additional support in the form 
of 4 Cdn Med Regt was dispatched to assist in creating the 
bridgehead. Along the west bank of the river Ems 10 Pol Mot 
Bn succeeded in clearing up to the Dutch-German frontier and in 
so doing liberated a number of prisoner of war camps; because 
of the demolished bridges part of this advance was made on foot. 
By far the best news crune from the Headquarters of 3 Pol Inf · 
Bde, which stated that the enemy' s line of resistance east of 
Boertange (6390) had been broken (but only after the Poles had 
r epelled several German count er-attacks) nnd that the area south 
of Rhede was in our hands . Besides this Winschoten and the 
vr11age of Beerta (5608) to the north- east had fallen to a 
combined assault by 8 Pol Inf Bn and the S.A.S. Further to our 
northern flank Eexta (4809) and Oostwolde (5312) had been 
occupied, the road betwe en these two places being firmly held by 
1 Pol Inf Bn. The next task was to reduce the village of Nieuwe 
Schans (6409), and with this aim in mind 3 Pol Inf Bde started 
to re-group. (2 Cdn C?rps Ops Log QJ2. cit, 14 Apr 45, serials 
J8, 42; 15 Apr 45, serials 1, 10, 20, 0, 33, 39, 41; 16 Apr 
45, .seriels 1, 4, 13) 

265. . On 16 Apr , while the armour on the east side of 
the Ems River continued to probe the enemy's positions covering 
the Kusten Canal, the l eft flank made good gains . The motor 
battalion cl eared up to Rhed& from t he south, another battle group 
which had travelled north to s eize Stapel.moor (7204) was within 
two miles of the larger community of weener (7408), which from 
all nccounts was heavily defended. The advance on Nieuwe Schans 
(6409) had also gone well; the outsk i rts of the village were 
reached and a start made on r ebuilding the bridge. The place 
itself appeared to bo deserted. Further to the north-west Polish 
patrols were closing on Wagenbor gen (4617) but in this area 
the enemy was reacting with s ome violenc e . Apparently h& still 
had in the vicinity several good artillery pie ces with which he 
harassed the Polish soldiers continually. These guns were in 
all pr obability part of the outer flak defences of Emden. There 
still were many smal l but well or ganized pockets of Germans and 
the wiping out of them was to take up a good part of the next 
48 hours. (Ibid, 16 J...pr 45, s eria ls 13, 16, 21; 17 Apr 45, 
serials 1, lu,17; 18 J~pr 45 , seriul 4) 

266. · Wid espr ead activity by strong fighting patrols 
and small battle groups wns tho order for 17 and 18 hpr . On 
the left the road junction of Siddebur en (4211) was consolidated 
from Eexta (4808) and Oostwolde (5411) 8 Pol Inf Bn pushed on 
east to Finsterwolde (5711). Local encounters were numerous. 
Rhede was captured aft0r a stiff fight and the troops pressed 
on to Midwolda (5111) while the motor . battalion swept up from 
the south to cover the ar ea of Borsum (6993). To the south of 
Bor sum a squadron of' the Polish Armd Reece Regt wGnt in to mop 
up Heede with orders t o c onsolidate this hamlet, which had long 
been a local stronghold for the enemy . By 2030 hours 18 Apr 
Borsum and He e de were declaxed clear. At about this time it 
became evident that to advance f urther would be to tempt the 
main defences of Emden with its long range naval guns and it 
wcs decided that the weight of the division was to be thrown 
behind 10 Polish Armoured Brigade's effort on the Kusten Canal. 
A regrouping was at once ordered to make this possible and the 
motor battalion and one armoured r egt took over responsibility 
for all ground west of t he·. Ems to its contact boundaries with 
2 Cdn Inf Div. 10 pol Armd Bde , now faced with the t ask of 
assaulting across the Kusten canal, was reinforced with extra 
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infantry. The tentative timing f'or t he attack was 1030 hours 
19 Apr, but there was a chance that t his operation might have 
to be delayed until t he promised crocodiles arrived to add their 
support. (Ibid, 18 Apr, serials 14 : 16, 20, 21; also 2 Cdn 
Corps Liaison Offrs Report op cit, 171800B, G Ops, H.Q.; also 
4 Cdn 1'...rmd Div Ops Log as a0ove-;-18 Apr 45, serials 1, 23, 70) 

267. The re asons for the r elative slowness of Maj-Gen 
Maczek' s operations mus t be s ough·~ in the pr e YHi JJ.ng ~nndi tions 
of ground, weather, resistance and o~ th~ t most importcnt factor, 
morale. In d.P "'l .. ' r>t:..; ;·: 5 .. -'.: h thes e f - , · -; in that order it can be f 
safely stated t hc t t he t;..: :') """' rl 5 _, ~ ot in nny way the best an 
armoured formation could houe :. •' T.' . The ncre s north of Coevorden 
bound ed by the Ems River on~ t lle ens t and the Dollert to the 
north are low l y ing and i ntersec\,ed hy t h ousands of minor canals 
and deep drainage ditches. The l onQ is gener nlly flat with little 
cover; the rocds are good only in dry weather but, rain or shine, 
there is no deviation fr om t hem f or t h e purpose of manoeuvre 
by milit ary vehicle s. Across t he vast expense of wa terlogged 
country, the condition of the _,_ oads 0.i ctated the tactics, and 
in so doing rest r ict ed the us e of armour on the only three 
routes northward. On the l eft t r eve l was possible from 
Oosterhesselen (3162) the n to Borger (3681) along two inferior 
roads; through Schoonoord (3472) or t hr ough Emmen (4366) and 
Odoorn (3973). Passage through ErJmeu was also necessary to get 
on to the other two routes, the enst ern through Ter Apel (5676) 
end Haren (6665) t o foll ow the wost bank of the Ems. The nearer 
route must also pass through Ter Apel (56 76 ) in order to reech 
Boertange (6390) - , ; _ :~ ~ ( ~'97) and larger places like Winschoten 
(5306) which bu~rcd the wny to the sen. Only when the line Rolde 
(2788) - Gieten (3590) - OLst~?~ e G (5393) was secure could there 
be any larger choice of lines of ~Q · ~nee.* 

268. The enemy's task was t o d e l "' Y ond his answer was 
the defence of vit a l po ints, croesr oa ds, br idge sit es, and 
railway embankment s . He did not requir e any defensive armour, 
only t he odd infant.1~ y- £1~n:?£>£ or ent i-·tank gun, a few men at each 
vital point and an arr angqrnent for :r11 1t.unl support in his delaying 
action and the wit hdrawal wti 0h f ol lowed. The manner in which 
the German soldier appl i es h is . ~~~ns t o the ground has always 
been admirable. I t did not f CJ 11 shrJrt of its usual high st undo rd 
in opposing the Pol es . Perh0ps h i.s best exampl e of the relation 
of def ensiv e outposts t o hi s pl an and t h e situation were the 
positions in t l1e haml ets of Rh ede ( 6896), Borsum ( 698h) and 
Heede (7188). Thes e t hr ee lit tl6 pl 3ces whi ch lie along the 
west bank of the Em.s Ril.rer east of Boerta nge ( 6 390) were actually 
a light flan:.~ prot ection scr een t o the Ge rmans who feced 9 Pol 
Inf Bn (10 Pol Armd Bde Gp) on thn Kus t en Conn l east of the Ems. 
All three hamle t s ws~ o i deal ly 10o at ed f or flank defence, being 
µlmost unapproa chabl e fr om t he wos t or south • . H~wev6r, this 
tempor-::iry invulnernhil i t y l ny not o n ~.y in their cho ice locations 
but in the exc ell ent adopt ion of t he principle of s ecurity by 
demolition. Si.'rni_J.ci r l y ; i n m my other outposts the enemy was able 
to delay us by blowing t he bridgos nnd culv erts and forced the 
infantry to r etain th e i nitiativ e wi thout clos e support. For 
the enemy these t actics me an v v <.. _:.... ·:;; . J :..._,Lu' s, f or the Poles they 
meant casualties and dispersa l o: t g:cuund which, soggy and exposed 
as it was, did not inv i te ind i vie ual effort. 

* Referenc e maps: G. S.G.S. 4416, Cr. ntral Europe 1:100,000 Sheets 
Ml - Gronir1gen , M2 - Oldenburg, Nl - Almelo. 

** A Germon short r ange vrenpon (7 5- mm How) s pecifice.lly designed 
for the close support of infantry . Six of these pieces are 
normally found in t he heevy W8a pons c ompany of a German regiment. 
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269. Such trying c onditions invariobly r osult in a 
severe set-back t o morRle, but added to th is the Polish officer 
and soldier had another worry. The nr en of Ma j-Gen Maczek's 
activities wa s known to cont ain severnl concentration camps in 
which there languished hundreds of Polish women . Mnny of these 
were wives of men serving in the Polish formation. · The f irst 
co.mp (6172) was overrun by 2 Pol Armd Regt on the ev ening of 12 
J~pr in a small wooded area some 7000 yards north-east of Haren 
and just off the W eer dingermond ( 5173) - Haren Road. At this 
place of horror over 1700 Pol ish fema les were found in dire need 
of help. The Poles, though overj oy ed at the prospect of reunion 
with members of their families, als o experienced the utter 
sorrow of s ee ing how their count r ywomen had been treated. It 
only rema ins t o say t hat with eech liber ation the· hatred f ·or
the na tion r esponsible increased. ( G. ~· , G .s . 41+16, l.Jap Central 
Europe 1:100,000 Sheet Ml-GRONINGEN ; First Cdn Army, Ops Log 
op cit, 12 Apr 45, serial 157) 

OPER/\TIONS OF 4 CDN ARMD DIV, 11-19 APR 45I 

270. While Maj-Gen Maczel~' s Polish troops had been 
battering away at the enemy's defenc es es tride the Ems River, 
Lt-Gen Simonds' nthe r nrmo11r Arl t hrust by 4 Cdn J:..rmd Div had 
made specta cnl nr prC1gT"' "18 against s ome f anatical resista nce and 
all under the most try ing of gr ound conditions. It had been n 
c ontinued struggl e ag8. i nst Germa ns Etnd the mud, but these en
deavours were made to show cons id er abl e profit for by 18 Apr 
Maj-Gen Vokes' men wer o across tb e Kust en Cnna l. However, in 
order to prov e the signific enc e of t he eff ort it is ne cessary 
to trace the operations of the "green patch" division from 11 
f;..pr. On that day Maj -Gen Voke s' men struck out from the line 
of Borgerwald (8/i-86) - Borger (8679), Sagel (8571) - Werlt e 
(9672) with 10 Cdn Inf Bde on the l eft nnd 4 Cdn Armd Bde on 
the right. (W.Ds., H.Q,. 4 Cdn Ar 1 Bdc . ..:11d i_;_nits, 10 Cdn Inf 
Bde and unit s , 11 : . :r:;.r :.- J) 

271. Brigadier J eff5rson ' s group, which was now com
posed of Alq R. and 28 J:..rmd REi gt, had the t et sk of securing the 
division's l eft flunk as r epresented by the line of the Kusten 
Canal. With this aim in view, c. ba ttle gr oup mnde up of "A" Coy 
l.1.lq R. and rr1._11 Sqn of th e ru r:i.our od r egiment wcs hurled f\ gainst 
Breddenburg ( 918h), where the enemy was l o cnt ed on a strong 
defensive position. (W.Ds., H.Q.. 10 Cdn I nf Bde ; li.lq R., 11 
Apr 45). Meanwhil e anoth5r company ( "B"), t ogether with "B" 
Squadron of 28 Cdn Ar md Regt, held Eor gerwald (8586). At this 
time "C" Company and "Ca Squadron were l ocated around Neuborger 
(8184) while "D" Company r emained further to the west astride 
the original centre l ine (the r oad t o Papenbur g ). The attack 
on Breddenburg which beg8n at 1000 hours was car efully plnnned, 
and just as well that it was, f or "A:1 Company nnd the tanks met 
with terrific opposition. The fi erc e fight, which lcsted until 
1400 hours, was, however , totclly suc c essful. The Algonquins 
killed thirty-two Germans and cartur ed fift:v-four,- thus accounting 
for the entire enemy forc e in t li< .. t :: .1· c c..: . our own l oss es were 
four killed, including an officer fr om the supporting nrnour, 

* Reference mo.ps: G.S.G.S. l.i-4lli-, Wes t ern Germany 1:25,000 Shee ts 
3209 - Haren , 3210 - Kl.Berss en,- 3111 - Sagel, 
3112 -· Werlte .· 3001 - Esterwegen, 3012 -
Neuarenburg, 2913 - Friesoythe ~ G.S.G.s. 4416, 
Centra l Europe 1:100, 000 Sheet M2 - Oldenburg. 
See also Appx "0". 

--
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and eight wounded. It was o r emnrkoblG fea t which could only 
have be 5n accomplished by troops thoroughly imbued with the 
spirit of battle . (W.Ds., H.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde, Alq R., 28 Cdn 
Armd Regt , 11 J-..pr 45) 

272. As soon as our positi on at Breddenburg was con-
solidated, Lt-Col R . A. Bradburn (Alq R.) sent his carriers 
through to cut the :me, in rond leading to the north- east from 
Lorup (9380) and a strong f i ghting patrol north t owards 
Esterwegen (9388), where it settled for the remainder of the day. 
On the northorn flank 8r ound Borgerw~ld (8585) and Borger (8679) 
things were quiet; neither "B" nor "C" Companies had much to 
report except routine patrols to ensure the security of their 
respective ereas. (W.D., Alq R. 11 Apr 45) 

273. Although the infantry brigade had · been gaining 
ground steadily, the limelight on 11 Apr was held oa inly by 
Brigadier Moncel's troops, who had b egun widespread operations 
at first :ight. First to move was Lnke Sup R. (Mot), which 
had the task of clearing the wooded ar eas north-east of Sogel 
(8571). Then at 0810 hours the brigadier ordered 21 Cdn Armd 
Regt with "A" Coy ! ... & S . IL of C. to t ake Borger ( 8679). This 
did not prove t o be a hnrd t a sk and by 1100 hours the place was 
ours. (W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn P..rmd Bde , I,uke Sup R. (Mot); 21 Armd 
Regt; A. & S.H. of c., 11 l~pr 45). The tactics involved were 
simple - one squadron formed up on the r svers e slope of the hill 
south of the town, whil e another squadron moved to the right 
flank. Suddenly the southern f orce cleared the crest of the 
hill and dashed toward Bor ger with all guns firing; at the same 
tifle the right hook came in t o mop up. The eneray was in no mood 
t o put up any struggl e aga inst such forceful tuctics. (W.D., 21 
Cdn .i~rmd Regt, 11 Apr 45) 

274. With Bor ger clear and with the "Superiors" firm 
at Spahn (8974) and advancing on Harrenstatte (9275) (after 
clearing the wooded ur ea north-enst of Sogel), the right flank 
force of Linc & Welld R. in Werlte (9672) was busy sweeping 
thr ough the village. By 1100 hours only a few snipers remained 
in Werlte ( 9672). While the rifle c ompanies dec:tlt with thes e 
Lt-Col Coleman had his carri ers patrol n orth c:tlong the rond 
to Lorup (9380). Thet route wns report ed clenr of enc1!1Y but 
well obstructed by e r oad block 2bout half vmy up; this, however, 
was s oon tackled by the pioneers. rrhen , at 1345 hours' the 
general pia n for Linc & Welld R. was changed, the battalion 
being ordered to move towards Lindern (0732). For this task "C" 
Company was recelled from Sogel (8571) and within a short time 
the new advance was und er way with " Ln Company on the righ~ and 
"C" Company on the left. Led by sorae r econnaissance to.nks of 
21 Cdn Armd Regt the c olumn went f orward, but not very fer; the 
tanks came under heavy fire and one was hit . The volurue of fire 
made it clear tha t the enemy wns l ying in wait and, ofter a tactical 
rec onnaissance planG had conf irmod tha t the bridge on the mcin 
road was deraolished , the atteck was called off. The infentry 
r eturned to Werlte wher e anothe r change in plan awaited them. 
Meanwhile I ... & S.H. of c. had 2rri Y""' ri ~~ Werlte to take over 
the town and Linc & Welld R. was order ed to march north to 
occupy Lorup (9380) by first light on the following dsy. (W.Ds., 
Linc & Welld R., A. & S .H. of C., 11 Apr 45) 

275. The advance on Lorup from Soge l had involved some 
interesting manoeuvre and clearly displayed th e value of novement 
by rautually supporting bc:tttle gr oups . A gl anc e at th6 map is 
sufficient to convGy the ground pictur e . From Sogel to Lorup 
a centre line runs over fc:tirly high country through two small 
built up areas (Spahn and Harrenstatte) and several large woods. 
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The well wooded l eft flank provided a mar ked dnnger as did t he 
open right flank until t he dominant spot height s were s eized . 
Brigadie r Monoel fully appr6ci8t ed that Lorup mi ght prov e a 
centre of heavy r esistanc 6 if it were not soon t aken arid i n his 
orders he stressed the necessity f or speed . (W. D., H. Q. 4 Cdn 
1"..rmd Ede , 11 .t..pr 45) 

276. By midday 11 Ji.pr Harrenstatt e ( 9275) had been 
left behind and t he advance on Lorup was under way. On the 
right along the main r oad was 22 Cdn .Ar md Regt ( co:rr.rrn.anded by 
one of Canada 's y rmngest and most br illiant coDit11onding offic ers, 
Lt-Col E • .A . L.rny , n.s.o., M.C.) with el ements of A. & S.H. of c. 
and Lake Sup R. (Mot). At the some time "C" Cor.:J.po ny of Lake 
St1p R. (Mot) svrung out t o the l eft flank from Spahn to f ollow 
the secondary r oad which runs over the high wooded area west of 
the rood Harrcnstatte - Lorup. On the raa in axis, "D" Coy of 
Lake Sup R. (Mot) moved first, a dvancing on the left of the 
road while the main ar mour ed column travelled stra ight for the 
high ground astride the roa d werlte - Lorup which dominated 
Lorup itself. By 1600 hours "D" Coy was over l ook ing the open 
area south-west of the t oV'm and the ar mour was in an equally 
f avourable position, having established itself on the woody 
heights i mme di a t ely south of Lorup. At this point, whlle the 
main armoured forc e and nA" Coy Lake Sup R. (Mot) consolideted 
th e domina ting ground, Lt -C ol iu:iy .or der ed "D 11 Coy A. & S.H. of c. 
to assault the t own fron the firTI bnsc . Within the hour the 
Highlanders had s ecured the southern part of Lorup and had 
taken over twenty pris oner s ; 11An Coy Lake Sup R. (Mot) was - then 
ordered t o mov e in . Lorup was r eport ed clear a t 1825 hours and 
Lt-C ol f;J;ly was instructed to firm up f or the n i ght on the wooded 
hills t o the north- east. Thls was finally ac complished but only 
aftor sone f a irly heavy fighting by the tanks and the Superiors 
around the northern outskirts. (W.Ds., H. Q, Ly Cdn Arnd Bde, 
22 Cdn Armd Regt, Lake Sup R. (Mot), ! ... & S .H. of C., 11 Apr 45; 
4 Cdn Armd Div Ops Log .9.E_ cit, 11 Apr 45, serials LYO, 46, 63, 
57 , 6 0 and 8 5 ) -

277. Tho basic plan for 12 Apr was for Lt-Col Keane's 
troops (Lake Sup R. (!:rot)) t o press on to Neuvr ees (0396) and f or 
21 Armd Regt to capture vrees (0276). To this end the Foot 
Guards handed Bor ger over t o troops of 10 Cdn Inf Bde and began 
their journey s outh towards Vferlte. In the me antims the companies 
of A. & S.H. of C. which had r ec ently qeen brought forward in 
"Kangaroos" t o Werlte, had deployed t o r es t and r eor ganize for 
the next days work. That s ane night Linc &·wclld R., also under 
new orders, sent its nnn and 11B" Coepanies on to the area of 
Lorup. (W.Ds .• , H.Q. 4 Cdn Ar:md. Bde o.nd units; a ls o 1:... & S.H. 
of C., Linc & Welld R., 11-12 Ji.pr 45) • At f'j_rs t light 12 l.1.pr 
the battl e group of Foot Guards and .i .. r gyl es c onL1enced its advanc e 
on Vrees (0276) . by way of Bo ckholt e ( 9874). There was no 
opposition, but a r oad block forced the ar mour to by-poss 
Bockholte (9874), which was l eft in flames f or the i nfentry to 
clear. Although progress was nostly slow , by 0900 hours el ements 
of A. & s.H. of c. wer e in Vrees. Two hours later, eft er 
sweeping through the t own , the infe.n+.ry were given the t csk of 
clee~ing the For s t Klemenswerth ( 0481) wh ich lies north of the 
town. (W.Ds ., H.Q. 4 Cdn Ar nd Bde _, 21 Cdn !i.rnd Regt and A. & 
S.H. of C,, 12 Apr · 45; als o 4 Cdn .t\.r nd Div Ops Log .££ cit, 12 
Apr 45, serials 10, 11, 15 and . JO) ~-

278. Meanwhile Lnke Sup R. (Mot), working ahead on 
the proposed division2l centre line (Lorup - Nouvrees -
Friesoythe), ho.d r ectched Noul orup ( 9987) and had petrols pr obing 
north-west t o Ne uschsrr el ( 0290). By tho. t time Linc & Welld R. 
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ha d a lso arrived in Lorup and Lt-Col Col eman was instructed t o 
oove his tr oops forward t o Neua r enburg (0186 ) and t hen t o 
a dvanc e on Markhaus en (0683) a cc ompani ed by el ement s of 22 Cdn 
Armd Regt with a vi ew t o f orcing t he r iver west of tha t plac e . 
Darkness f ound Linc & Welld R. posi t i oned i n tho woods l e ss than 
1500 ynrds fr om t he ir obj ect i ve ; a r ec onnaissanc e of the route 
to it hod been c or1J? l Gted and pa t r ol s r eport ed l./Iar kha us en ( 0683) 
clenr but th5 ar ee ver y heavily mined . On t he northern fl a nk 
La ke Sup R. (Mot) hnd been luc ki C:lr; .Lt -C ol Keane 's putrols 
had cross ed the wa t er obsta cle ea st of Neuvrees nnd, since no 
contact with the eneny had been rn.od e , Br i gadier 1·1onc e l orderod that a 
mot or company be pus hed f orwar d under cov er of' do rkne s·s to a 
J:0 3iti on ar ound t h G s ec ond r oad junction s outh-wes t of Friesoythe 
(0892). "Bu Con pany was s el ect ed f or th. is j ob arnJ. nt 0200 h ours 
13 Apr the infantrymen crept for war d . The udvnnc e met no re
sistanc e ancl b of or e f irst light 11B11 Con pany hod dug itself into 
a firm positi on fr om which the en emy' s Eov ements in Fri es oythe 
could be observed . (W.Ds ., H. Q, . 4 Cdn L.rmd Bde , Linc & Welld 
R., Lak e Sup R. (Mot), 21 Apr 45; a ls o 4 Cdn L.rrad Div Ops Log 
op cit, 12 J..pr 45 s erinls 63, 13 1....pr 45, s er in l 12) 

279. The mensure of r es i s t anc e a lr eady met in such 
pla c es as Lorup indtc nt ed t o Brigad i er Monc el thnt Fr iesoythe, 
the next l a r ge t own and itself a roed centre of s ome i n portance, 
would proba bly be well def ended . Further mor e , el ements of 1 
Brit S . i.. .• S. Re gt which wer e oper ating s outh-west of the town 
had earlier s ent Ma j-Gen Vok es the f ollow ing me ssage : 

Infn r e FRIESOYTHE a s a t night 11/12 Apr. Fifty arabs 
in tonn. li.ls o e i eht 20- rnr.1 quadruple AA guns HD. 
4 HD 88-mn guns e l ong r oa d TERBROK - FRIESOYTHE 
twelv e 20-:rr:rrii guns als o f' our trees r eady to b e f elled 
ns r d blocks. Estir.mt es str in town of enemy all ranks 
five t o six hundr ed . CCS appe ars t o b e in town. Feel 
tha t if proper s t ta ck put i n en emy will get out. 

(4 Cdn 1\.rmd Div Ops Log as a bove, 
12 Apr 45 , s eria l 64) 

In anticipati on of t h e ne ed of ext r n we i ght of fir e power, air 
support had be en r eque st ed on l one of t he high-lights of the 
days operati ons had been prov i ded by t he smooth co-oper ation 
between the l~ . s . s . u . ,* tho Cont nc t t enk Qnd t he men in the a ir. 
Between then the y sn a sh ed muc h of ths oppos ition which confronted 
the a r moured brigade . (W. D, H. Q. 4 Cdn Ar n1 Bde , 12 Apr 45) 

280. The provi s i on of close air support is always a 
difficult problem, f or it i s opt t o be bot h da nger ous to our own 
troops and wa st eful. For a l ong time it hnd been felt that some 
definit e contact bet ween gr ound a nd e ir was ne ed ed t o c orrect 
any i:r:istructions which nay ha ve been given in the c1 emand for air 
support submitt ed enrlier. To quot e Brigad i er Moncel: 

What we needed was on Ji.ir FOO - a ma n who c ould talk to 
the aircraft i n the ir own l ri :ngu ege and who could , a bove 
all, live with and ge t t o know the gr ound troops tha t 
he wa s supportinG. 

(LEF: 45/4 Cdn Ji.rmd Div/C/F , Docket II: 
f olio b , The Cont a ct Tank , s one brief not e s 
on it s oric i n and empl oyment by Col R.W. 
Monc el, D. s . o ., O. B. E.) 

* Air support Signa l s unit 
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At the beginning of the second week in i~pril, 1945, an nerial 
F.O.O. did, in fact, make his appearance a t Headquarters 4 Cdn 
Arnd Bde , bringing with him a tank which the brigade had been 
instructed to .send ba ck many months bef ore to be fitted with 
V.H.F.I wir eless equipment for us e as a cont c ct tank. Although 
at the time of its departure f ew members of the Brigade head
quarters had ever hoped t o s ee it agn in, on that spring dny 
Brigadier Moncel was surpris ed t o see th6 f a ithful machine 
r eappear, but with a strnneely ass ort ed crew. 

The tank was c o~inanded by an R.L.F. pilot officer who 
felt very much out of his el enent and appeared to be 
decidedly unhc.ppy . He announc ed that he was "Longbow 
Nan", for such was his call s ign and needless to say 
that b ecame his nane f or all time . 

(Ibid ) 

281. . It must b e not ed that the operations at this time 
were of a widespread fluid nature , the brigade operating in four 
different battle groups. Henc e it became i mperative to have a 
means of aerial contact well f orwar d with the nain affort in 
order to get the fighter-bonbers onto the t arget quickly and 
accurately. The GnEmyoperating around such pivots as Lorup and 
Friesoythe was delaying us consider a bly while he built up the 
canal defences to the rear. The approaches to Friesoythe were 
typical of the average stronghold in this area. There were 
only three roads leading into the town from the west and s outh 
and, although ih 3y were all in f a ir condition, the eneny had 
deployed a series of defensive outposts {s one of these mutually 
supporting ) which our infantry would have f ound extremely costly 
to ov ercome. Ftlrtheroor e , the ground bordering these roads 
did not lend itself t o meno euvre by or raour since it wa s to o soft 
nor by infantry since it was nor e or l ess devo i d of cover. The 
arrival of the Conta ct To.nk theref or e opened "new fighting 
horizons" for the armoured brigade . Its commander stated : 

we had a new wenpon, one thnt could nove at a 
tremendou s speed , c ould observe the enemy, could be 
directed, and could strike with devastating effect, 
It did not t ake long f or the ol d f ear of the Tiff i e s 
to dis eppear ond by the tine we had captured Friesoythe, 
Longbow's f ane hed spread throughout the entire 
organization. During this bnttl o , Longbow was operating 
fron Brigade Hcndqunrters directing a ircraft on pre
arranged t ar gets - it was difficult country and the 
condition of the gr ound TJ.c.de depl oyment inpossible -
tanks were limited t o the nain roaus . Energetic 
patrolling under c over of darkness and smoke hnd un
cover ed no st of the eneny strong points and, with the 
coning of light, it was an easy matter to direct the 
aircraft ont o known t a rgets. 

(Ibid) 

Small wonder that 4 Cdn Arm.1 Bde placed such high value on its 
"Longbow". 

282. Throughout 12 Apr 10 · Cdn Inf Bd. e gunrdeC. the line 
of the Kusten Canal fr om BorgGrwa l d t o Esterwegen (9388). During 
the afternoon one of the Alq R. - 28 Cdn Ii.r od negt battle groups 

* very high fr equency 
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found its way into Neuscharrel {0290), around which elements of 
1 Brit S.A.S . Regt were also operating as a flank link with the 
armoured brigade. (W.D., H. Q. 4 Cdn Armd Div, 12 Apr 45). On 
the division's southern flank a squadron of 18 Cdn Armd c. Regt 
was maintaining contact with troops of 43(W) Inf Div. These 
armoured cars had entered Lindern (0372) and were continuing 
to probe to the north, east and s outh. (W.D., 18 Cdn Armd C. 
Regt, 12 Apr 45; also Appx 12 , map depicting routes of squadrons 
18 Cdn Armd c. Re~t; also 4 Cdn Armd Div Ops Log QI?. cit, 12 
Apr 45, serials 1, 19, and 40). With his flanks--=thus secured, 
the commander of I+ Cdn Armd Bde now planned to seize Friesoythe 
and reach the canal to the north. But some regrouping was 
necessary and late on 12 Apr, 21 Cdn Armd Regt and "A11 coy A. & 
S.H. of c. were ordered to move from vrees to Neuvrees to re
inforce the main effort. By this time, however, the route through 
Lorup was too heavily burdened with traffic and the route running 
through the Forst Klemenswerth was blocked by obstacles. some 
time therefore had to be · devot ed to reconnaissance of other 
roads over which the coll,lIIlil could pass . Finally , late on 12 Apr 
the Foot Guards column began to plod its way to Neuvrees over 
the route which runs due north-west of Vrees then swings =ight 
to follow the western edge of the Forst Klemenswerth and thus 
approaches Neuvrees from the south-west. (W.Ds., H. Q. 4 Cdn 
Armd Bde and 21 Cdn Armd Regt, .A. & S .H. of c., 12-13 Apr 45) 

28). Early on the morning of 13 Apr 4 Cdn Armd Bde 
opened the attack on Friesoythe with Lake Sup R. (Mot) moving 
on the town from Ellerbrok {0487). At the same time further 
to the south Linc & Welld R. was to strike · out from Markhausen 
(0683) to the east to cut the road Friesoythe - Cloppenburg. 
At 0900 hours "A" Company Lake Sup R. (Mot) pushed out from the 
battalion's forward line and, accompanied by the scout platoon, 
approached the town on foot. The advanced elements got within 
smalls arms range of the town's outskirts when suddenly they 
were engulf ed in a hail of fire - rifle, machine gun and mortar. 
Finding it impossible to proc eed any further, the infantrymen 
dug in on the left of the nearest road junction south-west of 
the town. ·Casualties were heavy; two men were killed and nine
teen others wounded including the company commander. Nevertheless, 
Major R. Colquhoun r efused to leave h is men in such dire straits 
and he remain8d at his post until the batter ed company was 
ordered to withdraw later. At 1430 hours "C" Coy relieved "A" 
Coy and spent the remainder of th e day in observing and shooting 
up the enemy's positions . After dark ·Lt -C ol Keane re-adjusted 
his company areas i n order to be abl€ t o support A. & S.H. of c. 
in their attack on the fall ow ing day. "C n Coy was moved forward 
to within 500 yards of Friesoythe astride the main road and 
"B" Coy was then shifted t o the ri ght of "C" Coy to overlook the 
Cloppenburg road. From these pos itions, the Argyles were to be 
given close support when they assault ed . the town. (W.Ds,, 4 
Cdn Armd Bde, units; A. & S.H. of c., 13 Apr 45) 

284. While the Superiors manoeuvred for position south-
west of F.riesoythe, Linc & Welld R. and 21 Cdn Armd Regt made 
great progress on the right. The sanners bridged the stream 
west of Markhausen and shortly af ter first light two of Lt-Col 
Coleman's companies were in the village, which was found to be 
well mined. The engineers immediately set about "delousing" 
the area and a patrol from Linc &, Welld R. was disputched to 
contact the Superiors at Ellenbrok (0587). The advance then 
continued eastwards towards Mittelsten - Thule {1285) with "B" 
Coy leading. Latethet afternoon Linc & Welld R. was ready to 
enter the village but, s inc e the bridge was out, no close : 
supporting arms could be brought up . Neverthe less tne inf°antry 
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set about clearing the buildings, and while this went on the 
engineers started to work on the bridge . It was hoped that this 
brid ge would be complet 6d by first light so that the advance 
northward to link up with the forces att acking Friesoythe could 
be resumed. (W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde, Linc & Welld R., 13 
Apr 45) 

THE ASSAULT ON FRIESOYTHE, 14 APR 45~ 

285. The direct assault on Friesoythe went in at 
first light 14 Apr. The plan of attack was one of the boldest 
ever drawn up. In order t o facilitate the problem of communica
tions the heavy 19 s ets of the Argyles, normally carried in 
vehicles, were to be taken along s tra pped on stretchers and man
handled by the assaulting troops . Now that t he Lake Sup R. (Mot) 
threatened the south-western approaches along the main highway, 
it was hoped that the b etter purt of the enemy's strength would 
be pre-occupied in that direction. An opportunity would thus 
be provided for carrying out a surprise out -flanking move from 
the right. At 1800 hours 13 Apr Lt-Col F.E . Wigle , D.S.O., 
O.B.E., outlined his plan. The scouts would first tape out a 
route to the south-eastern outskirts of the town. Then at 
2330 hours the rifle companies and Tact ic a l headquarters would 
be taken by T.C.V. to a debussing point on the main highway 
some two miles from Friesoythe . From there the troops would 
move on foot to the east, cross the main road Friesoythe -
Cloppenburg and form up south- east of the town between the road 
and the railway. The forming-up plac e was to be occupied by 
0200 hours 14 Apr . (W.D., H.Q. A. & S.H. of C., 12 Apr 45), 
Lt-Col F.E. Wigle moved to the head of his troops and at the 
appointed hour led them off in s ingle fil e into the darkness on 
their urgent j ourney; the noise of the movement being covered 
partly by en artillery programme fir ed by the divisional guns . 
(R.A. Spencer, History of the Fifteenth Canad ian Regiment, 
R.C.A., p . 251.) 

286. As the morning of 14 Apr dawned, the weather 
became cold and a bitter north wind blew down upon the High
landers, but they had not long t o wait; the signal was given 
and in the gloom of the early light three infantry companies 
rose up and heeded f or Friesoythe . It soon became appar ent 
that the bold plan was working, f or by 0700 hours the troops 
were well into the town and not mooting heavy opposition. (W.Ds., 
H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde; A. & S .H. of c., 14 Apr 45). The house
clearing operations continued but it .must be assumed that certain 
bodies of the er ... emy had been by-pnssed f or quite suddenly Lt-Col 
Wigle•s tactical headquarters was heavily counter-attacked. 
The enemy appeared without ·warning and the Argyle's controlling 
staff was soon involved in a terrific fire-fight. · The enemy , 
obviously elated to find such a prize unattended, closed in 
and some fierc e hand-to-hand encounters took place. It was 
during this close-quarter fighting that the German paratroopers 
sprayed mnchine gun firo int o the v 0 ,..'T r 1-i1; -l_ld ing from which Lt
Col Wigle was conducting the bat t le . L.rnid this hail of fire 
Lt-Col Wigle walked calmly fr om one position to another encourag
ing his men, then suddenly as he cr ossed the ha llway he was 
struck down. Thus s gallant officer died. (Ibid) 

* Refer to map 1:25,000 Sheet 2913 - Friesoythe 
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287. The enemy's att a ck did not last l ong. The 
Highlanders fought like madmen and h eld their own until "An Coy 
was pulled back from the centre Of the town to reinforce the 
h eadquarters group. By 1030 hour s the town of Friesoythe was 

· clear and soon aft erwards the engineers had completed a bridge 
( 0891) so that the tnnlcs of 22 Cdn Lr.md Regt could enter the 
town to ass ist in the co11solidation. (Ibid: and W .D., 22 Cdn 

.Armd Regt, 14 Apr 45). M.;anwhilG s ome ass istance had been given 
to A. & S.H. of c. by the Luke Suyeri ors, who had initially con
tributed to the main attack by gi ving fire · support from the 
western out skirts and then moved int o the t own. Actually some of 
Lt-Col Keane's troops had got forwarcl in time to join in the 
battle nround the Argyle ' s heo.dqum:-t er s , supported by two t anks 
of the Canadian Grenadi er Guards. The a ct ion west of the town 
had started at firs t light when 11c n CompEmy (Lake Sup R. (Mot)) 
cross ~d the water o1J s tacl e r .. lnd .,~ .1 ::-- · d ~.:. he c,ruo boundGd 
by the railway on the north and the canal on t he west. This 
secured the necessary br i dgehead t o allow the sappers to start 
work on the bridge . Unfortunate l y, the equ ipment was not r eadily 
at hand, but, rather than wait, Lt-Col Keane used a scissors 
bridge tank to span the gu:p. Thi s enabl ed ncn Company, its 
vehicles and its a:rmoured support, to get on. After the enemy's 
efforts against t he li..rgyl es hod subs i d ed, the mot orized infantry
men pass ed through t o the nor t h- east t o attack a nd capture the 
area south of the school (094927) nnd ther eby secure the left 
flank of Linc & Welld R's obj e ctive on the high gr ound at 
Altenoythe (0992-1092). (W.Ds., H. Q.. 4 Cdn I'J'Bd Bde , 22 Cdn 
Arnd Regt; Lake Sup R . (Mot) 14 L pr 45) 

288. Since ther e;, was a rs ool poss i bility that the 
Kusten Canal c ould be reached bef oTe dark , fresh orders were 
given to Lt-C ol Keane 's other com:oan i es . "B 11

, which had been 
holding the right flank and pa troll i rig t owar ds Linc & Welld R. ,_. __ 
was ordered t o go thr ough "C" Coy o The C omnmnding Officer's 
scout platoon (No. 13 Pl) was to f ol l ow up and had special 
instructions t o pass thr ough "Bn Coy a t the first opportunity 
and rush ahead to seize t he bridge at Edewecht erdamm (137994). 
"D" and "An Coys wer EJ t o r emain i n Friosoythe wit h battal i on 
:O.ead quarters and would awa it d6ve ~. o pmcnts . If the bridge was 
taken, it was Lt-Col Keane ' s int eJ1ti on to ·put his entire bat
talion across the Kus ten Cenal. (W.D., Lake Sup R. (Mot ) 14 
Apr 45) 

289. At 1800 hours "B" c oy began its advanc e along 
the c entre line but a6a inst strong opposit i on . While it did so 
the rest of the unit mounted v ehicles und waited north-east of 
Friesoythe, ready t o make n run f or the Canal. Finally the 
l~ading el ements r eached the first objective (the houses south 
of Pirgo (114948)) and the sc out platoon t ook up the task. The 
scouts got to the small bridge (122960) over t he Lahe stream 
and three of their ca'.."'riers C';'.' C; ssed i t ; t he fourth vehicle ·was 
not so lucky f or the ene~y suddenl y blew the bridge. Of the 
Three Germans involved in this inc ident one was kill ed and the 
others taken prisoner. Undaunted by t h i s unfo.rtunat e event, the 
scouts sought a way al'ound t :!::e d ei::. " 1 -l ·H -.. - ':'~10y f ound one on 
the right flank, wher e an other bi< dgL ,,:-:isted across the Lahe , 
north of Wolf stange ( 1 2 5 9L~9 ) • It was u rer this r oute that "B" 
Coy was directed, bt:t here agnin 1" '1.e nud and bad " going" forced 
many of the vehicl i=> s t o a stf!ndsti. .l end the infantrymen were 
obliged to go ahead on foot. 1t B11 -; oy fina lly firmed up due 
north-east of t he bridge ar ound a __ .1r ge crater wh ich blocked 
the main r oad . An 9.tt em.pt was now :1ade t o raove the r est of the 
battalion ar ound 'to the right , but : n a short tirae the light 
bridge (1295) over t he Lahe col lapsed and the advance bogged 
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down once more. Until a suitable road across the crater could 
be made further advance was impossible . 71 B11 Company and the 
scouts therefore proceeded to consolidate what ground had been 
gained . A covering force then established itself astride the 
main road east of the wrecked bridge , thus allowing the engineers 
to work. The remainder of Lake Sup R. (Mot) could do little 
else but return to the main axis , r emount on what vehicles were 
available, and wait for the sappers to open the route . (WrDs., 
4 Cdn Armd Ede, Lake Sup R. (Mot) 14 Apr 45) 

290. The armoured brigade' s southern effort by Linc & 
Welld R. had also been successful. By 0630 hours the bridging 
task west of Mittlesten - Thule (1185) was finished and the 
rifle compani es wer e all f' irm in that village with "C" Coy on 
the main road r eady to start clear ing the way north. ( W. D., 
Linc & Welld R., 14 Apr l.i-5) . .c'\.n hour later the advance began 
against moderate oppos ition which was suitably disposed of by 
the supporting tanks of 21 Cdn Armd Regt . Progress was slow, . 
mainly on account of s ev er al obstacles, but by ll.i-30 hours Lt-Col 
Coleman's leading troops wer e within 3000 yards of Friesoythe . 
Since this town was a lready in our hands the brigade commander 
ordered Linc & Welld R. to switch its line of advance eastwards 
to a final objective on the high f eature at Altenoythe (0992). 
Thence the surrounding ground could be dominated and a perfect 
s eal would be established across the e scape route from 
:Friesoythe. Led by "A" Coy, the Linc & Welld R. pressed on 
throughout the aft ernoon and evening, but the water -logged fields 
prevented the tanks from following and they had to remain on the 
original axis until another rout e c ould be found for them. 
Nevertheless, the infantry made the best of it and by 2230 hours 
were firmly established on the Alt enoythe featur e . (Ibid and 
21 Cdn Armd Regt , 14 Apr l~5; also 4 Cdn Armd Div Ops Log Q.Q cit, 
14 Apr 45, serials 15, 17, 41, 83 and 87; also AEF 45/4 Can Armd 
Div/C/D Docket II: · Folio 5, Operations of Linc & Welld R., 
31 Mar - 6 May 45, by Lt-Col R.C. Coleman) 

291. On the foll ow ing morning , while Linc & Welld R. 
sorted itself out prior to moving further east towards Kronsberg 
(1390) and Bosel (149 0) , Lake Sup R. (Mot) was instructed to 
maintain pressure towards the Kusten Canal . At the same time 
A. & S.H. of c. and one squc1ron of 22 Cdn Armd Regt took on the 
responsibility of the l oft flanking areas townrds Schwaneburg 
{0695) and Kampe (0699) . (W.D., H . Q, . 4 Cdn Armd Bdez 15 Apr 45). 
Advanced elements of the Lako sup R. (Mot) began moving slowly 
at first light; "B" Coy rose out of i ts posit ions around the 
crater and aftGr a short ma rc h was a ble to see the canal. The 
enemy was observed and engaged ; in turn he r etalia t ed to delay 
the Canadians and , as if t o signify his gr and finale in that 
sector, he blew up the bridge which spanned the Kusten Canal. 
It now rested with Lake Sup R. (Mot) to close up to the wuter 
obstacle and consolidate. This it accomplished but only after 
being severely mauled by shell and mortar fire on the way up. 
Finally by mid-day 1'B" and "C" Coys were in new p_ositions on 
eith er · side of the roa d and within n few yara.s of the canal 
itself. It was clear at this ' point t.hat the remainder of the 
motor battalion c ould not--ne-imm.-- dH. 0(; ly fitt ed into the narrow 

.. salient leading to the cana l bec a11 s c t hb r oad wo.s too narrow 
and vehicles could not bG d eploye~ . The two sub-units employed 
at present were considered suffic ient to hold tho axis , and so 
Lt-Col Keane was orderGd t o move back his motor column, which 
had been waiting patiently on the r oad for several hours. This 
move, which entailed turning the ent i r e motor column around on 
a road which showed every sign of collapsing , was completed with 
great difficulty, but some compensation was forthcoming t o th~ · 
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weary soldiers. When the troops r eached their new concentration 
area around Altenoythe they were t old that the present task 
of the armour ed brigade wa s over. A. & S .H. of c. and Linc & 
Welld R. wer e to revert to c ommand 10 Cdn Inf Bd e at 1800 hours. 
Later thnt evening the Argyles would relieve the motorized 
infantrymen who now held the a pproac hes t o the Kusten Canal. 
(W.Ds., H.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Bde nnd unit s, 15 Apr 45) 

292. Meanwhile the operations on the flanks by A. & 
S.H. of c. and . Linc & Welld R. hnd a ls o produc ed some measure 
of success. North of Friesoythe two companies of Highlanders 
together with el ements of 22 Cdn Armd Regt had pushed along the 
r oads of Knmpe (0699) and Schwaneburg (0695) end swept the area 
to secure the l eft flank. (W.Ds., A. & S .H. of C.; 22 CdnArmd 
Regt, 13 hpr 45; also 4 Cdn Armd Div Ops Log op cit, 15 Apr 45, 
seria ls 19, 43, 50). South of Friesoythc Lt-ColCOleman's men 
had foll owed up the ir pat r ols towards Kr onsberg (1390) and 
linked up once aga i n with tanks of 21 Cdn Armd Regt, which had 
found a rout e up from tho r oad :Mitt elst en-Thule - Friosoythe._ 
After Kr onsberg wns consolidat ed by "An Coy , orders were issued 
for a full-scale attack on Bas el (1490) and Osterloh (1690). 
This advance begun at 1E20 hours with the infantry going forwnrd 
against light opposition. "A" Coy s t ill l ed the way along the 
centre line, forcefully knock i ng out ony resistance it met, 
while on the flnnks "B11 end "C" Coys mopped up. As the day 
ended the leading troops f ound themse lves in Osterloh (1690), 
and ther e "A" Coy firmsd up. Behind it and betwe en Kronsberg 
and Bosel "C" Coy oc cupi ed a good position on high ground and 
patrolled northward in strength. :E'urther south "B" Coy consoli
dated between the main road 8nd the r a ilway and de spatched 
patrols t owards Sudkamp ( 1488) . By thnt time "D" Coy had £J ls o 
been brought f orward t o s ettl e astride the main roa d nt the 
s outhern edge of the Kro nsber g f eatur e . With this much accom
plished in s o short a time Linc & Welld R. now awaited new 
instructi ons from 10 Cdn Inf Bdc , who had reassumed control of 
its senior infantry batta lion. (Vv . :9s., H.Q. 4 Cdn ill'md Bde , 
10 Cdn Inf Bde, Linc & Welld R., 21 Cdn Armd Regt, 15 Apr 45; 
also 4 Cdn r~rmd Div Ops Log us abovs , 15 Apr 45, serials 16, 19, 
54, 73, 99) 

10 CDN INF BDE TJJCES OVER THE LDVli.NCE , 15-16 JJ>R 45* 

293. The take ~cv ar by Brigadier Jeff erson's headquarters 
implied thnt the current phase of oper o.t ions was over in so fnr 
as the armoured brigade vms conc erned . A po. use fo r r egr ouping 
and rest was in or der . The armoured uni ts (less 28 Cdn .Armd 
Regt, which r emained with 10 Bde) were therefore or dered t o con
centrat e for re or ganization und r efitting. Rarely was a r eli6f 
so welc omed by all ranks. T~r oughout the past two and n half 
weeks the battle had been continucus, especially s o for the motor 
battalion whose operations hod ~ordered on the spectacular. 
It remains only to odd tha t if and when tactic al investigators 
are called upon t o s el ect n model operation and one which will 
provide a multitude of vnluuble .. os ·; Jli ;;. J:vr future wo.rs, there 
can be no doubt but that the wor k of Lake Sup R. (Mot) during 
that f ortnight will stand out ab ove all others . Brigadier 
Moncel's troops could now to.ke the ir well earned r es t knowing 
that they ho.d accompl ished a tremendous task in a mognif icent 
manner. (W.D., H. ~ . 4 Cdn J..rrad Bde , 16 Apr 45) 

* Map r e f er ence: G. S . G. S . 4414 , western Germany 1:25,000 Sheets 
2913 - Friesoythe, 2813 - Edewecht. 
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294. 10 Cdn Inf Bde had already begun t o concentrate 
near Friesoythe some hours bef or e the c ommand of the sector 
changed hands. The r ole of flonk pr ot ection a l ong the Kusten 
Canal wa.s ti.Anded· over t o 18 Cdn J,rmd C. Regt by li.lq R. and 28 
Cdn Armd Regt who were s Don t o be giv en the ta.sk of a ssaulting 
across the wnter obstacle nt Edewecht erdamm (1 399) . Once this 
reli ef and thnt of the 4 BdG's f orward loc a litie s wns completed, 
Brigadier J effers on and his staff t ook st ock of the brigade's 
situation and began t o pla n f or the crossing. The en emy's 
defences were tested on the mo. in o.xes l eading north of Friesoythe 
(Kampe and Edewechterdemm) but, after car eful c onsider ation- hod 
been given t o the gr ound condition of each r oute , it was decided 
to attack on the right (a t Edewechterdmnm). (W.D., H.Q,. 10 Cdn 
Inf Bde, 13-15 Apr 45 incl) . In order t o s oft Gn up the German 
positions north of Kust en, Maj - Gen Vokes promised the commander 
10 Cdn Inf Bde a full progr amme of air support f or the next dny 
and sent him the c ontact tank which Brigadier Moncel had used 
to such good advantage . (Ibid) 

OPERhTIONS ON MAJ-GEN VOKES' RIGHT BY 
29 CDN Ji.RMD RECCE REGT , 14-16 APR 45* 

295. While the enemy was being driven bock to his canal 
defences by the armour, Maj -Gen Vokes ' armoured r ec onna issance 
unit had broken out fr om Vr ees (0276) on the right flnnk 8nd was 
scatt ering th6 enemy in Lll dir ections. Under the c oID.Bnnd of 
Lt-C ol G.D. Wotherspoon, D.S.O., 29 Cdn Ar nd Reec e R€gt (The 
South Alberta Regt) had the tusk of s e izing Garrel (1984), 
f orming up the re, and then swinging over t o Frie s oythe . For this 
operation the armoured r ec onna issanc e r egiment was t o c o-operate 
with a squadr on of l Brit S . Ji. . S. Re gt. J,t 1130 hours 13 f.pr 
"C" Squadron moved out of Vrees and heed ed in a north-easterly 
direction to Neu Markhausen (0779). lSter a c onsiderable amount 
of reconnaissance a bridge-sit e was sel ect ed a t Neu Merkhuus en 
and, with the help of nB" Squadr on, "C 11 begun to cross nt 1800 
hours. The command ing offic er then c~ecided to build another 
bridge east of vrees; t his was compl6t ed at 0400 h ours 14 Apr 
and a short while lat er 11 A" Squadr on was over . (W .D., 29 Cdn 
Ji..rmd Reece Regt, 13 J:..pr 45) . Only scatt ered r es istanc e was 
encowatered . The tanks went thr ough Gr onhein (0976) at 0700 
hours nnd by mid-day "! .. " Squcdr on was well beyond Dwergte ( 1076) 
heading f or the bridge across the Soes t e Stream north-west of 
Reethaus en (1576). At about this time "B" Squadr on also crossed 
the obstacle and swung t o t he north- east of Dwergte (1076) into 
a position equidistant between °L" and "C" Squadrons, which had 
been ordered t o proceed t o the bridge which Linc & Welld R. wns 
building at Mittelsten - Thule (1185) t o cross the stream there. 
As darkness fell "L" Squadr on , ha ving bridged the obstacle at 
Neumuhlen (1477), was firm on the rising gr ound between Resthausen 
(1576) and Stedinf.t1r:1.uhlen (1474), "B" Squadr on was in the area 
of two pro jected brid ge sites north cf Neumuhlen while ·"C" 
Squadron waitod a t Mittelst en - Thule (1185). (Ibid: 14 Ji.pr 45) 

~ Ref erenc e maps: G. S .G.S. 4414, West ern Germany 1:25,000 
Sheets 3013 - Markhausen, 3014 - Garrel, 
3015 - Grossenkneten, 3112 - Werlt e , 
3113 - Mo lbergen , 3114 - Cloppenburg. 



- lJO -

296. During th e::: night 14/15 Apr the engineers completed 
a bridge in "B" Squadron's ar eo. north of Ne umuhlen ( 11+ 77) ; the 
tanks crossed the river at 0300 hours (15 Apr) and at once began 
to expand the bridgehead. By 1000 hours the South Albertans had 
taken s ome fifty prisoners, ond , shortly after , 11A" Squadron passed 
through towards verrelbusch (1877). varrelbusch fell a t about 
1300 hours aft er a sharp fi ght and the tanks r olled on north to
wards Garre l (1984). During the aft ernoon Lt-Col wotherspoon 
r egrouped his forc e . "B 11 Squedr on which ho.d so fnr not ventured 
from the bridghend, wo. s order ed to guard the left flank and 
approa ch Garr c l from the south- cast. "C" Squadron , whi.ch had 
spout mos t of tho morning in shooting up the heavily wooded a reas 
s outh-west of Gnrrel, was diruct ed t o swing around the southern 
part of varr elbusch (1877), the n turn north to seize first the 
airfield which li es east of the Bntt el - Cloppenburg railway and 
then the community of AnlGriks ( 2081). "A" Squadron would press 
its attack t owards Ge.rr el. In a cc ordonc e with these orders "C" 
Squadron pa ssed thr ough varr elbusch e t 1730 hours and quickly . 
turned to th8 north . (W.D., 29 Cdn Armd Reece Regt, 14-15 Apr 45) 

297, The a irfield wns captured without too much trouble, 
but at approximately 2000 hours , as the nrmour plunged on to-
wards its finel obj ective , the enemy showed his hand . Two self
propelled guns and o henvy tnnk engoge d our tro ops and n bitter 
exchange of shot f ollowed. The lighter German vehicle s were soon 
put out of acti on; the tank, howevs r, continued t o put up a 
terrific fir e fight until da rkness cnme . L spe ctacular cttc ck 
was then launched under pa r c chut u f'hir es, but the Germans with
dr ew undsr cover of the smoke fr om the burning buildings nearby. 
Th8 squc.dron ( ncr1 ) now firmed up t ogethe r with a troop of the 
Special Air sc-~rvic G and lnid on it s patrols, one of which contacted 
the British troops of 43(W) Inf Div presently employed in combing 
out the country nor th of Cloppenburg . West of the r a. ilwP,y line 
"!~" Squadron had 2lso r1111 int o s eri ous difficulties. Many 
craters obstructed the r ~nd fr om Varre lbusch t o Garr el and, after 
sever a l r:i. tt empts had be cm mr:1d(~ t c1 Dppr onch Garrel along this route, 
the Commanding Offic er d0cid ed t o pull his t anks ba ck to harbour . 
A prop erly co- ordinated atta ck on GGrr el wa s clearly necessary 
and t o this end Lt-C ol Wotherspoon began t o arrnnge his plans. 
(W.D., 29 Cdn Lrmd Reece Regt, 14-15 Apr 45; nls o J:..EF : 45/4 Cdn 
Armd Div/C/D, DockGt II: Folio 3, MemorLJ.ndum of Int erview given 
by Lt-Col G.D. deS. WothGrspo on, 29 Cdn J.rmd Reece Regt, t o 
Hist Offr l} Cdn Arrr.d Div, 19 1/Iny 45) 

298. The i:; ttnck on Gc-: r r0l wns 12unch0d at first light 
16 Apr. "B" Sq_uc:dr on 1N[lS dir cct ud t :Jword the north-west section 
of thE t cwn ; "L." Squadr on was t o cut tho rood l eading out to the 
north- east ; and "C" Squudr on was or der ed t o secure first the 
crossroads nt filllcrika ( 2081) and 1'we0l ( 2183), then press on to 
sea l off the t own fr om the u: st . 1~t 1100 hours , just es "f. 11 . 

o.nd "B 11 Squadrons gninod thu first obj ectives , the civil 
authorities in Garr e l offer ed t o surrend er. Lt-C ol wothe rspo on's 
reply was tha t ho would ceo.s u off ensive acti on aga inst the town 
providing his t anks wor o e llowcd to ent er Garr e l unmol ested. 
As things turned out the fir·nt tank to enter the town was set 
aflame by baz ooka. f irc ond fr om +.1h. :· : ·· ·~ : :._:. South J°J.lbertens 
wasted no time in eithe r mflking Jr occ 0pting pence ov erture s, 
Wherever a sign of opp os iti on ap~ eere d, our t a nks swaoped it 
with fire. By early evening most of Garrel was clear but the 
existence of mr:ny mined 2.r oe. s right in the t own pr evented the 
Cnnadicns fr om r et ~ining physical control of the pla c e . There
f ore the squadr ons wer e pulled ba c ~ t o the l eagers occupi ed 
thr oughout the previ :::ms night. Dur ing the night , while Garrel 
wa s be ing hecvily shelle d by the l3Ecmy, our t Dnk crews lingered 
outside 8f the t own . Besides r efitting end r eplenishing the ir 
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vehicles .. , they managed to r ecover e ight other tanks and armoured 
recovery vehicles which hsd bogged down earlier. (Ibid). 
Garr e l itself was to b e swept out on the morning of~Apr and 
for this task v1Dn Coy Linc & Welld R. came undt; r command of the 
armoured r econna issanc e r egt. (Ibid ) 

299. In evory oper at i on t her e occurs some incident 
which causes spe culation. The oper ations by' 29 Cdn f..rmd Reece 
Regt on 16 Apr produc ed ono wh ich might well have had s t artling 
results for all concGrned . In the af t ernoon recorLn~issunce 
patrols had disclos ed the prGsence of two companies of German 
infantry deployed along the line of the J.,,ue stream east of 
Garrel. The s e troops, with e fair sized gun a r ea to their rear, 
held positions to the north and s outh of the br i dge 1800 yards 
east of Dannenkamp (1983). Lt-Col Wothe:-spoon appreciated that 
if his men c ould cross this obstacle and push through thG gap 
in the Hint ern Esch (2084) the wny t o Oldenburg would be clear. 
Alas , the only scissors bridge ava ila bl e at t his time was some 
distance back at Varrelbusch. This was immediat ely sent for, 
but unfortunately the bridge-vehicle r an over a mine whilst 
crossing the airfie ld and blew up. But fo r this piece of bad 
luck, the river would have been cro ssed , the last defence line 
west of Old enburg would pr oba bly heve been broken, and Lt-Col 
Wotherspoon might well hove ent er ed Oldenburg on the folJowing 

· day. The incident shows clearly how t he fortunes of war ure 
(like the puppet) governed by the manipulation of many strings, 
and, should even the smallest of these strings snap, then the 
show must be stoppe d until suitable repairs a r e made. (Ibid) 

10 CDN INF BDE CROSS THE KUSTEN CANAL, 17-18 APR 45~ 

300. The next step in Ma j-Gen Vokes ' oper ations was 
quite obvious; an as sault must be made a cross the Kusten Canal. 
For this task h e nomine t ed 10 Cdn Inf Bde . In turn Brigadier 
J eff erson handed over r esponsibility f or the ottnck t o Lt-Col 
Brad burn' s L.lgonqnin s , who , t ogether with 28 Cdn Armd Regt, 
had been operating a l ong t hG d ivision's left flank. There was 
no doubt but th8.t the enGmy hEld sens 0d our int entions s nd was 
ready t o off er c onsiderable r os i stanc b in the def 6nce of the 
Kust en Canal. Once crossed , t here ;,~ould be nn unhindered passage 
to the gr ent nevnl bns e at Wi l hemshavcn . From prisonbrs tnken 
lately at Est erwegen (9390 } it was l enrnGd that part of the canal 
line wns held by m2rine battalions , ~~ pr obably fortress troops 
fr om the nnva l bases furthe r north . Other identifications at 
Bosel (1490) and Kampe (0698) l ent we ight t o the belief that 7 
Para Div, which hnd so far been del nying our advance, hod pulled 
back t o cushi on positions behind the Marines , who were t o hold 
the canal line . (W.Ds., G.S., H. Q. 4 Cdn JJ'ID.d Div; 10 Cdn Inf 
Bde; Alq R., 16 Apr 45) 

301. At appr oximatsly 1630 hours 16 ~pr the c ommanding 
officer of Alq R. summoned his orders group £Jnd , i n the pre s enc e 
of Brigadier Jefferson, outlined the nlan of at t ack. The 

* Referenc e maps: G. S . G. S . 4414, Western Germany 1:25,000 
Sh~ets 2913 - Frie soythe, 2813 - Edewecht . 

iO£ AEJ.r: 45 / 4 Cdn l..rmd Div /L/F Docket I: Intelligence Summaries 
Int r eps Nos 143, 14 .: .. pr 45; No . 146, 17 Apr 45; No . 14 7, 
18 Apr 45. 
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battalion wa s to cross to the west of the main r oad; three 
companies ("B", "C" and nnn) wer e t o t ake part in the actual 
assault while 171,." Comps ny held the south bank s ecure and provided 
close fire support. As r e l ated bef or eh2nd el ements of Lake Sup 
R. (Mot) had been first to r ea ch the canal banks nnd had reported 
the bridge bl own. The approach es t o the bridge were not the 
choicest; th t:i road it self was of sec ,:mdary class and its 
f oundati ons soggy from the spring t haw. On e ither s ide of it 
the "going" f or a rmour was imposs ibl e,, t he a r ea be ing mostly 
peat bog. Lt-C ol R. J~ . Bradburn's plan was t o move "A" Coy 
up to the south bank of the obst acl e l a t e on 16 Apr t o deploy 
astride the main r oad. Le t er, under cover of darkness, a boat
erecting point would be est c blishod slightly t o the r ear of the 
f orvvard troops on the eas t side of the r oad and the i nfantry 
would proceed there t o pick up the ir boGts. Having been a llotted 
their collapsible craft, the c ompanies would then be guided 
over a previously taped rout e t o a f orming up place west of the 
road where the troops would wait for H hour . At tha t time the 
companies would be f ormed up in ext ended line west from the bridge 
in the following order, v1B11 , "D" and "C 11 • "Bn Coy, commanded 
by Major P. A. Mayer, wns given the responsibility of seizing 
the initial bridgehead by est s blishing its platoons astride the 
old bridge-site nnd thrusting forward s ome 400 yards t o the 
first group of buildings. While this was be ing done the other 
two companies would be s orting thems6lves out on the north ba nk 
of the canal. li.s s oon a s 11B" Coy r eport ed sue cess, "D" Coy 
would move over t o the east side of the r oad and ncn Coy would 
pass - thr ough t o firm up further north a l ong the main axis. 
"B 11 Coy, relie ved of its tasks esst of the r oo d nnd ahead , 
was t o us e its fr ee plat oons to ext end its holding westwards 
along the cnnal. For support, a timG d artillery pr ogramme was 
laid on and in add ition t he heavy machine guns of 10 Cdn Indep 
M.G. Coy (N.B.R.) wer e brought forwer d t o the south bank of the 
Kust en to providq clos e Dv erhead fire f or the crossing. (W .Ds., 
H.Q,. 10 Cdn Inf Bde , 16 Apr 45; al.s o Appx 5, The Ass ault Across 
the Kusten Cana l - Per s onal ~ccount by Ma jor P .A. Mayer, Offr 
Comd "B" Coy: .i\lq R. 25 Apr 45; (ols o W.D., Alq R., 16 Apr 45)) 

302. The difficulties of the as sault cross ing of a 
canal at night are t oo nurni.:>r ou s t o mention. Success depends 
entirely upon the initiative of the men who pa ddle across the 
wat er, v ery often under a hail of fire aga inst which their canvas 
croft offers no pr ot ection wb.c. t s oover. If ccught by small arms 
f ir o in mid-stream , the sol di er t he r E:J f or e must fire his own 
weapons fr om the boa t and neutralize the oppos ition before he 
can land. Onc e he hAs l a nded , he must plunge int o . the darkness 
beyond t o s eek out And destroy his enemy in close combat. such 
is the l ot of the infantrynen . But, bef or e he can launch his 
boats, the command er on t he spot has much t o plnn - the forming 
up, l ocal prot ection, supply of mnmurdtion , communications, and 
a thousand ond one other things . In consideration of the many 
intricate detnils of the plan which one of the assaulting com
panies foll owed, the c ompa ny c omrnonder l a ter wrote -

My plan wc.s t o form up the c fJy with its even boats in 
single file ot the r eGr FUP. I would then go up t o 
recce the s outh bank of the canal just t o mnke sure 
of the gr ound nhead . Upon my r eturn the boo.ts wer e 
to be guid ed f orward t o the s outh bank, on approaching 
which the coy was t o ex ecut e a RIGH'I1 FORM·. This meant 
that the boats vrnuld be in line a breast facing the 
canal. The line of boat s would ths n move f orward 
until the boa t guides r eached the road which runs 
parallel t o the wat er; a t this point t Le boats were 
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to stop. Each boat crew would lay its craft down 
quietly to the ground and lie down beside the boat. 
At H Hour (defined by the f iri~ of the 11MGs of 10 
Cdn Indep MG Coy ) ench boat would be pushed into the 
water, loaded and paddled a cross. During the journey 
over the Brens in the bow of each boat were t o fire 
at the crest of . the oppos ite bank . We were to work 
along the lines of a definite drill . At H Hour as 
soon as the M.M.G. fir e start ed each boat would head 
f or the oppos it e bank. On .the t ouch down the point 
man would get off t o f asten the boat while the re
mainder of the boat l oad did a Right Form on him and 
went t o ground . This would put the attacking force 
in line on the north bunk . 

(The Assault Across the 
Kusten Canal, .£E, cit). 

303. At 2130 hours th at night the T.C.V's picked up 
the three nssaulting companie s and t ook them f orward to a point 
some 2500 yards from the c anal. From there the troops marched, 
following the road which wns already under shell and mcrtar fire. 
There were frequent stops t o toke cover. The enemy knew that 
the a ttack must · come along this r oad, for it wo.s the only good 
one in the areo. At that time it was crowded not only with 
marching troops but with R .C. ~.S.C . l orries, heavily laden with 
bridging equipment . BGsides a ll this, engine ers' vehicles with 
other materials needed f or the proposed bridge waited patiently 
for the attack to go in. H Hour was timed for 2400 hours . The 
commander of nB" Coy Alq R. can best relate what followed: 

Owing t o the slowness by personnel at the Boat Erecting 
Point, the attack, originally sla t ed t o go in nt 2400 
hours, was postponed until 0100 hours. This change 
in time gave us ample opportunity t o get assembled 
and by 0045 h ours the c ompany was lined up in complete 
silenc e a few ynrds away fr om the south bank of the 
canal. The enemy who could be heard on the far bank 
apparently realized tha t soraething was afoot and a 
good d eal of rifle and machine gun fire was directed 
onto the ground on wh ich we were lying. A tribute 
to the discipline of tho troops here is evident from 
the fact tha t although 4 men were hit, not one cried 
out t o give our int enti on away . Finally nt 0100 
hours the MMGs bGgan to fire, our shells started to 
pass over and a s 0n e man t he company r ose , picked up 
its boats nnd , having l oaded up, pushed off across 
the darkened wcters. The 15 yards width of canal was 
covered agninst f a irly heavy fire which some of the 
enemy, standing on the north bank , poured onto us; but 
our own Brens in the bows of the boat replied and 
neutralized the opposition long enough to a llow us to 
disembark. Our plan then proceeded without a single 
hitch. 

After a brief period or reorganizntion by the water's edge, the 
regir.i.ental war-cry resounded throu ~ ~h the night and the infantry
men rushed forward to the assault. Twenty minutes of brisk 
ha~d-to-hand fighting and house-c learing · f ollowed, at the end 
of which the leading company was on all its objectives and had 
taken twentY,-one prisoners. (Ibid) 
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304. In quick order "D" and 11C 91 . Coys passed through 
and adjusted themselves according to plan. The enemy had 
r6alized the importance of Mo.j-Gen VokGs' eff ort and began to 
rake every inch of the bridgehead with shell and nortar fire. 
As a result of this , bridging operations could not proceed and 
it was now up to the infantry to hang on until the tank · support 
could be passed over the canal• (Ibid: and W.D., Alq R •• 17 
Apr 45). The battalion's position was poorly suited for defence, 
the centre line beinc border ed by many trees and crossed at 
riGht anGles by nunerous drainage ditches which were in turn 
lined by thick hedge -rows. The Ground itself was very marshy 
and slit trenche s roaching a depth of more than twelve inches 
imrned intely filled with water. In short, it was ideal terrain 
from the enemy's st andpoint. He was soon to make excellent use 
of it. (AEF: 45/4 Cdn Arnd Div/C/D, Docket II : Folio 4, "Ops 
and Activities of Alq R. 11 - Apr-May 1945, by Ma j L.C. Monk , 
2 i/c) 

305. The morninG light f a iled to bring any physical 
form of retaliation, but it did reveal the tremendous toll taken 
by our artillery support and by the Vickers nachine guns of the 
New Brunswick Ra ngers. The chatter of these buns had been most 
heartening during the original crossing and nuch of its success 
may be attributed to their presenc e on the s outh bank. The enemy 
had been so occupied by this stream of fire that he had not been 
able to stop the Canadian boats. Tr i bute to the ma chine gunners 
is paid by the Alq R. historian, who states: 

Th e presence of th ese buns so close up at tracted all 
the enemy's attention, as soon as he had rec overed 
from his initia l shock, he proceeded to pour mortar 
nnd shell fire amonc them. The crews took a terrible 
beatinG durinG thos e ninut es, but th eir guts and 
determination was of the greate st value to the 
cr ossing . 

(G.L. Cassidy: Warpath, p. 312) 

THE ENEMY' S COUNTER-ATTACKS , 17-19 l~PR 45*-

306. As the hours of 17 Apr possed it became clear 
that our nornally super i or nobility was not going to count for 
nuch in this peat bog Rnd our tr oops had t o accept battle on 
the enemy 's terns. Infiltration on a large sea.le began a t about 
noon. It coI!lLlenc ed on the left flnnk , where "B" Coy was being 
harassed by hidden snipers. Then, in the centre , "C 11 Coy, well 
forward on the main axis , wns soon be inb c ount er-attacked by 
fire on three sides . Reports stated thot the enemy was closing 
in. There now cor:rr:1enced a terrific fire fight in which our 
ground troops were supported not only by the divisionel guns 
but by all availabl e n ortars Qnd n s~wdron of Typho ons. By 
last ligh~ the situation was bec oming critical; line communica
tions were be inc sever ed as fnst ns t .hp ... r were repc ired . Company 
headquart6rs were in many ens es u·'1.der J.il~ ect small arms fire; 
then at 2000 hours, just af ter Lt-Col Bradburn had reinforced 
his position to the l eft of the bridge site; the Germun counter• 
attack cnme in. •lcn coy wc.s overrun and had to withdraw . As it 
did so the nrtillery poured heavy volumes of fire int o the area. , 
which became a veritable hell for Cnnndians and Germans alike. 
The enemy led by a self - propelled gun a ctua lly t;o t within fifty 
yards of the bridge site before h e was f orced back by· our over
whelming gunfire. (W. Ds., H. Q, . 10 Cdn Inf Bde , Alq R., 17 Apr 
45; Ops and Activities of Alq R. op cit, para 16; also 4 Cdn 
Armd Div Intrep No . 147 as above .")"~- · 
* Reference maps as for para 293 
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307. A pause for bre at h dt':' i ng which the .Al gonquins 
t ook st ock of the situLition f ollowec1. the enemy ' s withdr awal; 
but still the infiltrat ion on tho f la nks oontinued. There was 
every indicat i on that the enemy h c. d l os t hen vi ly for, apart 
from 76 of his dend which wer e bur i ed dur i ng the day, mo.ny other 
corps es in the fi el d gr ay of tho WehTioo cht and t he dark blue of 
his Marine battalions littered t he ~ itche s. Throughout the da y 
Brigad ier J eff er son r e info rc ed his cune l povitions ; A. & S.H. 
of c. were mov ed oc::-oss onto t he westGrn fl ank , r elieving "B" 
Coy Alq R., which wns t hrust f orw ~rd to r ega in the gr ound lost 
earlier along the c cmtre- l:LnG. 1 .•. .ld 0 1 to t his c. c ompany of Linc 
& Welld R. was :pushed across the c c.r~c. l und direct ed t owards the 
railway on the r i ght f lank . Bnck 0 t the bridge she lling still 
prevented the enc incers fr om s parJ.n ing t he obst o:i c l e , but, undaunted 
by their own mounting c asu o. lt.i e s ~ the s appers had mana ged to 
build u r af t to ferry a. cr oss ctIIlI!l.'\.P~ Lt :'...on , food and mor e anti-tank 
guns to the ha r d pr essed f oot s o ldiers~ (Ops and Ac tivities 
Alq R. op Eit, puro 17 ) 

308. By l ast light 18 A ) l ' t.h o s ituntion had iEproved 
cons i der ably, thanks t o t h ti c onc e:1t r Gt ed effort of the Typhoons 
swe eping down continuall y t o _ ock:et nnd str afe everything tha t 
moved ahead of our positions. Thos e a i r att acks quietened the 
enemy nortars and guns suf fici ent l y t o all '.)w bridging operations 
to proceed slowly and it wo.s hoped t ' ho.v e the structure completed 
by duwn the foll owing day. At t h i s ~ i r.ie Brigad i er Jefferson's 
dispositi ons wer e ns follows. Alq F. u held t he c ent r e line from 
the briG.ge northwards f or about 60 0 n:t:r:ds. On t he left · A. & 
S.H. of C. ( c onnand ed by Lt -C .) l L .F. Coffin) he l d th 5 nreu to 
the l eft of the ma in rood westwnrd s t o the first road and dyke 
junction and northwards ns far aF th8 first cos t-west tra ck s ome 
900 yards fror::.t the cannl ba nk. On the right Linc & Welld R. 
(r ecently r elieved at Ba s e l by t h3 c r·mour ed br i gade) had passed 
its "C" Coy through t o t he east t o s e c.ur e the line of the rail
way, but t h i s f orc e was now heav::'ly "L nvolved in trying t o r each 
the tracks so tha t "An Coy c ould .._' 11s 11_ on through to t he north. 
Both flenks were difficult t o kGo~ S 6 cu.r e , especially the l eft 
where the Argyles beat off no less t :i.mn three sharp c ounter
attacks. As c1urkness de s c ende d on t he bnttlefie l d the forward 
troops , tired though they wor e , ~ettle d Qown in their wet slits 
t o watch and wait. (W.D., H. Q. _·_ O Cdn Inf Bde and units , 18 
Apr 45) 

309. Fro:r:J. the pr i s oner s al ··:ecdy token the intelligence 
staff at Maj-Gen Vokes ' headquar t ers was able to piece . together 
a fair surnnary of the opposing fo~c es in the Kusten bridgehead. 
It was established tha t the l ar ge c ounter - ettnck of the previous 
night had been l aunched by mn rinG tr ~ ops of 364 Mar ine Fortress 
Battalion, which had be en r 11.shed down fr on Wilhet!J Rhaven and com
n itted with special orders to forc e t he Cana di ans backJ 

The bn wns support ed by o pl of parat~s and three uslt 
guns, the par ont units r;:f '.rh : ch hDd NOT yet been 
i dent ifi ed . !i.:pparently the ua r i nes wer e persuaded fWd 
by the paratps et t he ) 4 ,... + " 1 ___ ._ :::as nr e reported t o 
have been vor y hy, one 'b"L J 1!sisting tha t he was the 
s ol e survivor of his c o~ cL.::.. ;'1.ot her PW describing how 
from his weapon pit he : .J uld c ount fifty dead in a 
circle of thirty yds rL ~ iu s . 

( W. D • , G. S • 0 ps , H. Q,. 4 
Cdn Lr Bd Div, 18 Apr 45) 

The se prisoners' r eports r epresent ed a high tribute to the 
Canad i an gunners, who j when i nforJ"ied , generously passed their 
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praise on t o thos e sta lwart fri ends of the infantry, the FOOs.* 
Capt R.A. Spenc er in his History of the 15 Cdn Fd Regt made 
special note of their work when he wr ot e : 

Thus much ot the cred it f or holding this bitterly con
tested bridcehciad thr oughout t he s e three days of alnost 
incessant atta ck Goe s t o the FOOs who c ooly directed 
t he devastating concentration of fir e on the fanatical 
at tacking infantry odvnn c ing in t he open. Never before 
was the eff ect of sh ell fir e so noticeable on the ground. 
The few houses a l ong the rocd north of the canal into 
which the eneEy had infiltrated were beaten into a mass 
of m2 tch-wooa nnd rubble ; tree s were torn to gaunt 
skel et ons; fields were cover ed with ma sses of shell 
hol es; even th6 r oa d was badly cratered as a r esult of 
the weight of bursting she lls •.•• Throughout the . 18th 
the guns spent e. busy day. Gunners and co:mraand post 
staffs, spurred on by r eports of the critica l situatio~ 

in tho bridt;ehead , wor ked with a will and the response 
was never better. They had the s atisfcction of knowing 
tha t it wa s t he ir work which made it possible t o r et a in 
a foothold over the c anal . 

(R. A. Spenc er, History of the 
Fift eenth Canadian Field Regt, 
n .c. ~ ., as abov e , p . 257) 

310. But the canal line was even yet not secure. 
Realizing all too well the s i gnifi cance of this bridgehead, the 
enemy at about 0100 hours 19 Apr made his final bid to expel 
the Canadians. Unknown to the latter he had been infiltrating 
steadily for some time and suddenly, as the line of the canal 
was being subjected t o the fierce st of bombardments, the forward 
companies felt the full impact of hi s savage assault. · For the 
Algonqu ins it was a particularly bad moment . "B" Coy and its 
headquarters found itself bes et f rom all directions and soon 
were being forced back along the main road . 

The enemy attack was directed down the main axis and 
from the front Right flank. His supporting fire was 
very intense, but our own SOS, arty and mortar fire 
was maintained from 0100 hours until approx 0800 hours 
19 Apr with t elling effect . "B 11 Coy was, however, 
forc ed back some J OO yds into the "C" Coy area. 

( ivops and Activiti esn Alq R • 
.££. cit, para 18) 

Gradually the enemy's effort made itself f elt all across the 
front. Both A. & S.H . of c. a rid Linc & We lld R. fought hard to 
hold their gains, but onc e mor e the power responsible for 
checking the Germon onslaught carre from the artillery. At the 
gun pits the crews sweated t o comply with orders for gun fire 
on the many choice targets which the FOOs obs erved. At the front 
the infantrymen also sweated in clos e combat with countless 
numbers of Germans who appeared as ;~ h mRgic out of the night's 
haze. casualties wer e he~vy on uoth s ides but by 0600 hours 
(19 Apr) the eheniy hed obviously hrtd his fiil. He could not 
dislodge the infantry, nor could he r each the Kusten Canal. His 
powerful march forward was now turned into a most bloody with
drawal and, as he pulled back , our guns blasted the very paths 
beneath him. (Ibid: also W. Ds ., }I.Q, . 10 Cdn Inf ,... Bde and units, · 
19 Apr 45) --

* Forward Obs ervation Off ic ers: one is normally att a ched to 
each forward company. 




