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THE BRIDGEHEAD IS SECURED, 19 APR 45 

311. Once the German attacks began to waver, Maj-Gen 
Vokesv engineers were urged to press their task. Throughout the 
last few hours, these men had worked under intense fire to com­
pleto the bridge. Thoy sufforod a g ood many casua l ties but 
persi stod for they realized thD. t now as novor b eforo armoured 
support was urgently noodcd by th() inf o.ntry ahead of them (W.Dr,., 
H.Q., R.C.E., 4 Cdn Armd Div, 19 Apr 45; a lso 9 Cdn Fd Sqn, 
R.C .E., 18-19 Apr 45), South of tho Cilllal, two squadrons of 28 

· Cdn Armd Rogt awai ting tho si gna l to mov e up a lso took a severe 
pounding. They had not long to wait: 

At about oi gh t in tho morning the lead tank of the 
B~C.Rs inchod its way a cross. Just as it r each ed the 
f a r bo.nk and. st a rt ed t o slow over t o the ri ght sido of 
tho road, it wo.s hit d on.d on by an 88-mm gun firing 
straight down th o road, It did not brow up, however, 
o.nd m:::magod to go t clo nr of tho roadway. Colone l 
Bradburn ordered a nodium artillery c oncontra tion, and 
under its cover tho noxt tanks c ame ~ cross full tilt• 
firing dir ectly up tho ro o.c1 . In a few minutus tho 
first troop was successfully across and into f iro 
positions in fil10ng tho grat eful infantry. 

(cas s idy, Warpath op cit, p, 315) 

312. Tho arrival of t ro tanks gavo now life to tho 
troops in the bridgehead . Th o cor:JBnndor of 10 Cdn Inf Bdo now 
D2.do his plans for tho exploi ta ti on and th r.. t norning tho infantry 
bo go.n t o novo ahead on co no ro. Tho r oaso ns f' or the apparent 
slowness in tho ndvo.nc o t o do.to had boon basically a.n organic 
ono, and the G.S.O. 1 of th.., divisicn l a t e r offorod his explan­
ations: 

Wo woro o.n c.rr_10ur od d iv fi c hing in wha t wo.,s, properly 
spoal<::ing, inf country o.nd, early in this battle , wo 
begc.n t o feol our short a ge of inf. Only so nuch effort 
could bo oxpocted fron th u inf resource s at our cond, 
and f or one sh ort period th o G.O.C. was reduced to 
fighting on n on o or o.t tho nos t o. two-bn front. 
Further , th e: div WClS dc:finit ely road-bound - a fact of 
which tho ono ny wo.s on ti roly a.ware , and not only wore 
we road-b ound, but it wa s constantly necessary to 
r ebuild th e r ds ov ur whic h tho Div had t o adv or 
actually t o construct now r oads t o perni t further 
ad vane os. 

(iiEF: 4 .5 / 4 Cdn Arnd Div /C /1!~, 
Docke t II: Folio 3, op cit, 
Part II, Para 4) ~ ~ 

Tho G .o .c., hinself' an ongincor, ho.d quickly appreciated tho sit­
uo.ti on regarding his ono r oute, and o. t o.n oo.rly st o.go in the 
battle ho decided to concentr~ato his engineer rosouroes and all 
available vohiclos within his · forn ati on t o no.int o.in th e; route. 
Thus it was kept open, but or y by tho g rea t e st of co-operative 
offort on tho po.r t of the di vi si onal engineers. (Ibi d. , Part I, 
para 11) -

313. As tho build-up of our effort in tho bridgo -
hoad con ti nuod, th G flanks of tho di vision wore b oing constau.t__ly 
wo.tchod by Brigadier MoncelTs n o t or battalion. To quo te tho 
Divisional Historic2l Officer:) 

ii Reforonco naps ns f or po.ra 300. 



'* 4 Cdn Armd Bdo assumed op control of the triangle 
1790 - FRI ESOYTHE - KAMPE. The Lako Sup R. (M:>'l') 
which h ad taken ov er t ho coT:lr.li t t m.onts of t ho A. & S .H. 
of c. in tho KAMPE aroa , a lso r eli eved t ho fwd coy of 
th o Linc & Wolld R. i n tho aroa 1790. Tho Lako Sup R. 
(M)T) wor e thus r esponsib l e for tho i mmediate right 
and l e ft flanks of our fr ont• 29 Cdn J. rnd Reece Regt 
co ntinuod to op er a t e on tb..J oxtreno right, with el en­
en ts of 18 Cdn Lr11d C. Ro g t po.trolling the south bank 
of t ho Kus t cn Co.nal or o ur oxtreno l oft fron b e l ow 
Kanp e to t he i n t er - div bdy of 1 Pol Ar nd Div. 

(Wooky SUIJD.ary of ops and activities; 
4 Cdn li.rnd Div, ii.pr-May 45 by Hist 
Offr op cit, Part I par a 9) 

On 19 Apr a further r egrouping r e l eased other forcos for onploy­
mont in the bridgehead: 

3 a nd 65 A Tk Btys wor e m.ov od up from tho area s 0783 
(MARKH.AUSEN) and 0797 r osp0c ti voly and cane under corad 
10 Cdn Inf Vdo fo r onp l oynunt in tho br-hoo.d in a ground 
role. Tho Bty f orne rly a t 0797 was ro l i 8vod by sqn of 
18 Cdn Arnd C. Rogt, wh ilo a second sqn of t ho same 
r egt move fwd PEHEI M 0676 t o garrison GAR.EEL. 

Garr ol had boon cloo.r od by 29 Cdn ~i.rnd n occe Regt and "D" Coy 
Linc & Wclld R. on 17 Apr. Tho South Albertans had a lso co ntact ed. 
Lt-Gen Donpsoyts troops on t hG right. Aft er t h is t he o.r noured 
roconnniss anco troops advanc ed cast'** a l ong the road G.e.rrol -
Biss e l (2984) - Sago (3183). Progr ess along t h is r out e was slow 
bocauso of the nany ninos oncount or od , b ut by 1500 hours 19 ii.pr 
Bissol and Sago ( 3183) wor e i n o ur h ands am plans wer e adjusted 
f or a now advance north tron t hose two p l Qc os. (W.D., 29 Cdn 
Arma. Recc~ Regt, 17-19 Apr 45) 

314. It now r enainod f or t h 0 i nf nnt ry brigade t o enlo.r ge the 
bridgehead suffici ently t o a llow tho o. r nour r o8n on~ ugh t o de­
ploy and no.noouvr o . Unf ortuna te l y tho scope of r esistance and 
conditi on of g r ound did no t nako f or spee d and it was t o bo al­
no st ELn.o t hor week b of or e Briga.di or Muncol wns g i von his or ders to 
novo northwo.r ds. Howovor, tho i nt erv ening ti · o was no t spent in 
idlen ess. Th o anJ. ,mrod r oginont,s wor e k ept busy supporting 
Brigadier J off orsonts non by t ank- gun f ir o. { ~ .D., H. 1 . 4 Cdn 
Arna. Bde, 19, 20, 22 Ap r 45). Coupl ed with this support o.nd that 
of tho divisi onal field artillory Qnd t hr ee n ediun regin0nts, a 
spectacular progr &""JDO of close a ir support had contributed great4'" 
to the r esults achi eved t hu s f a r north o f tho canal. Ninoty­
soven s orties wer e fl own on 17 ~\.pr, f ollowed b y another ninoty­
f our on 18 Apr o.nd ei ghty-sovon no ro on 19 Apr; all achi eved groat 
success and brought h eavy l os s t o t he on ony. (Weekly. SWJDo.ry of 
Ops and Ac ti vi ti es, 4 Cdn J r nc1 Div, 14-21 i.Pr 45 op cit, para 11). 
An adequat e tribute t o t ho a ircraft and pilots is contained in tho 
War Diary of 4 Cdn Arnd Div f or 19 Apr which r eads: 

* Osterloh 

** nofor t o nap 1:25,000 Shoot 3016 - Dotlingen. 
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4 Cdn Ar u:d Div free ly n cknowl odge s it s d ebt to o.ir sp 
during 18- 19 Apr , wi thout wb .. ich i t is f olt tho brho:J.d 
co uld NOT ho.vo b een suc c essful ly ho ld . 

.. .. 

(W. D., G. s •• H. Q. 4 Cdn Ji.rn d Di v , 
19 Apr tl-.5) 

. Ji 

OPERATIONS ON G:3;NER\L CRERAR Vfl 1.'11.I:STERN FL/\.NX , 12-18 APR 45 

315 . While Lt - Gen S i mond s • raon h::::.d boon libora.t ing 
north- ons t orn Ho l l a nd nnd stc. '.:ing f urther cla i ms on Go rr1un s o i l t o 
t ho onst , the incursions of 1 Cdn · Corps· i nto t h o v10s to1"!1 Notho r l ::i.nds 
had met with strenuous oppos i t i on , Co l - Gen Bl uskowitz , tho 
Gone r n l Off i c Gr Cornr;;.nnd ing the Twent y - F i ft h Gorman Ar my o.nd vc..rious 
sub ord i nGt e format ion s of t ho enemy Vs bol e2g'IEred ~nrris6n , w2n 
under · orders to d i sput e ou,r pussnge to tho .10.st . (1.'.r . D. , G. S . 
( Int ), H. Q, .. F irst Cdn Army ~ Mny 194..5 : Ap px 5 , F irs t Cdn ~\rmy 

Intell i e;ence Periocl.'ico .. l No . 1) . No v orthol os s , tho effort t o 
t h r us t his forces bo. ck f r om tho l i no of connnun ico.t i ons running 
north- eest from Arnhem v1::::. s p urs ue d with good succes s , On t ho 
night of 15/16 Ap r 1 o.nd 3 Cdn I nf Bdos f oug_.'li. t t hei r wo.y to tho 
co.s t bo.n k of the co.no.l o. t Ape l doorn uhoro it p:i.ssos t h r 1J ugh tho 
subur bs and to tho south of t ho tovm i t se l f . On t ho Divis ion vs 
l e f t 2 Cdn Inf Bd e cloo. r od south wards o.nd on 16 Apr l i n ke d up o. t 
Di oren ( 8784) with Glemonts of ~9 (VT . R .) I n f Div whi ch ho.d pushed 
out fr om tho bridge - h ead o. t Arnhem to cross tho h i gh gr ound north 
of t ho ron d t o Zutphon . (Ib id : ~\EF : 45/1 Cdn Corps/C/ F , Dr2ft 
Out l ine of Ops of 1 Cdn Corps .on Clea.ring Uost orn Holl~md , Apr L~ 5) 

316 . Those encouraging developments rnro to ho orploi ted by 
a s wift att n.ck north nnd n orth-westwards from -1 .. r nherii wi t h 5 Cdn 
Ar·nd Div d i rected on tho Ij ssolmoo r a.t Nij ~e rk ( 4 605) with t h o 
ob joct of cutting off tho enemy ' s fo rces opgosed to Mo. j - Gon Foste r 
( Ibid·) • . On t,he mor n i ng of 15 ,\pr 5 Cdn , r rn.d Bd o bogo.n t o o..dvunc o 
north ward·s t hrough t h o woods nbovo .. :i.r11hcn ::.nd :i. c r os s- t h o s andy 
h oo.th- l a.nd beyond a.nd th"" .. t night occ upied Ot terloo ( 6591) . On t h o 
f ollowing mo rning t h o o.rmour t urned wos t ward s in tho d i r c: ction of -
Luntoren (5589 ) o.n d on t ho· so.mo do.y (1 6 !;.pr ) , oypnssing Bo.rnevold 
( 52L'r5 ), cut t h e Apeldoor n - ~"Jnorsfoort r o.ilvro.y . O~i. tho right 
Voorthuizen ( 5401) wo.s c2pturod , , .. :rnr tJ..nks be i ng thus a.stride t ho 
mo.in wo..y o f os co.po fo r tho enemy tro~1ps hold ing .Ap ol doorn , f r om 
wh ich they wore f or ced to v1i-thdro.w on 17 ~ pr . So r a.pid ms our 
o..dv:J.I1ce thnt on tho Ei ght 16/17 .... \p r o.. r a b ble of tho d ef en de r s , 
o.t tempting to bre::il-c t hroug11t t ho expos ed r i ght flank of 5 Cctn .\.r md 
Div , t h r eatened to overrun Mo. j - Gon Eoffmoistort s Hoa.Cl.qua rters , . 
A vigoro us l oc o.l d of on co by o.11 units i n t ho o.roo. of Ot terl oo 
drove- off tho on emy wi th many c:::i.s unlt i cs c.nd ~routQlt ._in c.. co uple 
of h undred p r i son ers . (JillF : 45/.5 Odn Arnd Div/ C/F , Docket II; 
Hi.story of Oporo.tions , 5 Cdn Armd Dl v , No r 0n- v10 st Europe . J 

317 . Durin g the so.r10 n i ght our troops o.t Voor thuizon 
bea.t of-f an · o.t to. ck by e lements of 6 Po.ro. Div try ing to got t h r ough 
to tho west . Although the en emy hol c1 g rimly 0n to Putt on (5·~09) 
o.nd t h o r oo.d thon c o to Ni j kork , t ho· onl y os co.pc route to 10.r.. 1.lw:::. r d 
still op en to t he d j Rc onfite c1 enemy , 5 Cc1n Ar!ld Rogt r oachod tho 
Ij e s s olnoor at noon on l? .Apr. By t ni s tine 11 Cdn Inf Dae was 
novin~ up t owards t he c oast t o c lear the woods of s ont t e r ed .fugitives. 

* Referen ce mo.ps : G. s ·. G. S . L1r 083 Ho·llo.nd 1 : 5 0, 000· ShEJe ts · 
27 - Ho.ttem , 33 - Zut _phen , Lto - ·: .... rnhem ,­
G. S . G. S . 2541 Ho l lo.nd 1 : 100 , 000 , Sh e e t. -
2 - Ut r echt . 
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Ta.};:en :J.t a. sudden diso.d.vnnta.ge by tho speed of the o.rmo urod 
thrust to t he north , the Gormo.ns ho.cl lost over 7,000 prisonors, 
includ i ng et l [lrgEJ po.rt of t ho 3 t~6th · ;• nd 361st Infu:n t ry Di vis ons 
(Gonorul CrerarY s De spat ch 5 lby ~5 , op cit , Para 31) 

31 8. To t h e s outh on Lt-Gen FoulkesV loft flank , 
further g.:nns by !.r9 (\J . R.) Inf Div c. long the Nodor Rijn i:res two.rd 
fron ArnhE:n, esto.blished tho lino by dusk on 19 _\pr t hrough 
Renkill:l :' nd Ebe (5885 ), whence i t r c.n t hrough Bo.rnovold t o tho 
S:LlQll port of Ho.rdorv:i j k ( 5519). Tho enemy troops co.. uc;ht in the 
o.roo. betwoon th o l mvor Ij s s ol nnd tho co 'J.st i.".'cro roundocl up , and 
pat ro ls b cgo.n to test t ho dofcnc·os o:C t ho Grobb o Lino , in tho 
e c,.sily f l ooded c ountry 1,r.torc C. by t ho Eorri , Luntorscho Book and 
Gr o.)bo stroo.ms nnc~ contrecl on tho i r.iport c.n t r:i.i lwuy junction of 
!u~ersfoort (Outl ine of Ops of 1 Cun Co rps, .SI:. cit). I Cdn Corps 
ho..c1 oor;1plctod i to to.slc ; t llo lino of cor:1uunic :-~tions t hro uG}.1t Arnh·cm 
a.nd Zutphon ho. c1 boon s ec ured ::.1.nd c .:rnld nm·.; bo d ovolopod to m.ctin­
ta.in tho fin n l st.:'..e;o s of the c.dvo.ncc of 2 Cdn Corps i nto north­
vrnstorn Gormnny (Ibid ) 

THE .l\.RMYVS PL.'ll\TS _\.R?. R:S.\DJUSTED - 17-19 APR 4 .5 

319. I n his dispatch to t he Mi n ister , Gcno r nl Crcr :i.r 
h :..s expla i ned hoi:1 t :h.c f.:J.cts v1hi ch govorli:cd t he opor :J.t i ons of 21 
:i.rrn.y Group wore put before hir.1 by the c.-in -C. on 12 ... \.p r • 

• • • Tho s0conc1 British _\.rmy, co:1t i nuing i t s ndvc.nco to 
tho Elbe, \'JUS dovol oping t wo ril:::dn thrusts c..long tho 
n:x:is b c.:tvvetm Ul zen '.:'.nc1 Domit x ·; Soltnu :::mc1 Lunob urg. 
On Lt-Gen Denpseyts loft tho 30th British Corps vms to 
c1rive on with o.11 possib l e speed t o cnpture Brer!len . 
Should th is ob j e ct not hGve geen a chieved before the 
a rriva l of First Cnnndicm , n~y in thc.. t o. rou, it wns 
possible t hnt the coHplction of this to..sk mi ght then 
devolve upon ne. In such c ircLUnstnnces , it wns ex­
pected thn t one, or possibly two British Inf::mtry 
di vis ions in the vie ini ty wo ul cJ. c omEJ un der ny c orn.r:J...'1..nd. 
Opernt i ons to c l ea. r the wes t Nothorlnnds , the pri:ill.C'.. ry 
t u sk of t he 1st Cuno.dinn Corps nnQ tho securing of tho 
left flank of the Corps urou to the west of .- tho Ijssol 
o.nd south of t he Zuid or Ze e , wo uld only proceed to the 
extent tho.t they w-er e within tho scope of the liL1ited 
resources which Lt-Gen Fo ulkes had o.vnilablo to hin. 
For ns s oon ns i t could bo released without d etriment 
to the complot i on of t he opor:'.t i ons intend.ad. to gi vo us 
tho r oute through .\rnhom o..nc1 Zut}:"Jh on , t ho 5th Canadian 
Ar r:io ur od Di vis ion v'ms to rcl iovo tho forma ti ons of t h o 
2nd Co.nndion Corps, thon i n tho process of clc.'.lring 
t ho north-onst Notherlo.nds , a.nc1 woul d c om:o cl.iroctly 
under conmo.nd of F i rs t C:J.n a c1.. io..n Arny . Lt-Gonoro.l . '. 
Sil~onds would then koop t ho weight of his forces on t :10 
right n~d be prop.:J.rod for a. possible nssnult on ·Brenon • 

... \.fter t h e capture of t h;J c ity , it \'lO..S i ntendecl t h2t the 
2nd Cnna.dio..n Corps \'JOU~ ". c ~ .::. '::.~ ~ ~~o enemy fro:n tho 

Vlilheln sho. ven - Er:J.den F' ~n insuln boforo thrusting beyond 
t h o Vlesc r b e low H.:J.nb ure;, c u.tt ing off tho onomyv s e s-
cape rout e t o tho sea o.ri.d closing t ho Cuxhnvon .poninsula. . 

(General Cre ro.rVs De:;s pd.t ch , 5 May·!r5; _££cit, 
pnrn · 28 ; s ee also i::.D., G.o. C.-j_n-c ., First ('rhi 

.. ."l.r my, ~\. 1_1 ril 19·~- 5 : ' I1 
... p9x 3 , ·Dirc: c tivo to G.o.c•s, 

l nnd 2 Cdn Corps , 1 3 ~pr.) 
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320. These further objectives were on the point of be-
ing attained on the left by the clearing of the . provinces of 
Groningen and Friesland by 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Divs, on the right by 
Ma j-Gen Vokes9 progressive attempt to carry the line of the Kus ten 
Canal, and in the centre by the parallel armoured effort of 1 
Pol Armd Div. But with affairs standing to such advantage in 
both Gelderland and the northern ·provinces, it was possib le by 
r egrouping forces to improve the prospects of coning to an early 
conclusion vlith the enemy in Germany. On 17 Apr Field-~A:arshal 

1.font gomery haC!. informed General Crerar that the Canadian Army 
would not capture Bremen , but that this t o.s R: would be loft to 
Lt-Gen Dempsey ni.D., G.O.C.-in-C. file 1-0, O D cit, ~Jes aage 
from C.-in-C., 17 Apr). The situation is described by General 
Crorar as follows--:. 

On my right flank substantial advances were being IJade 
by the forces of-Lt-Gonerul Dempsey along the"Whble of 
their front. The ene:my vrns being forced to withdraw 
his salient in front of Cloppenburg , the Elbe had been 
reach ed ·and advance elements were within e i ght miJos, of 
Harburg. In view of the existing situo.tion , -the C-in-C; 

decided that the Second :Jritish Army would novr c a p­
ture nnd ho]d 3remen irrespective of the arrival of 
Canadian e lements in the area. . It f oll owed that I 
would not h ow be req_uir od to to.ko over the· city until 
I had. completed the to.slc of cle::i.ring north-wost Germ.any 
up to t h o lino of. the · Hesor. It vms still the int ent­
ion, however , th~t I would then assume responsibility 
for Bremen nnd develop operations to cloQr the Cuxhnven 
peninsula. In the mecmt i mo , Lt-General Simonds was to 
continue to give protection to the left flank of tho 
Second British Army up to the Weser nnd to overrun the 
coastal l a nds to tho north . 

(Gonera.1 Crernr's Despatch , 5 1'.1Iay 45, op cit, 
para. 33) 

321. In order to improve the situation· for Second 
British Army in its assault on 3ronon , the c.-in-C. directed tho.t 
2 Cdn Inf Div be transferred to Lt-General Simonds• right flank 
over towards Oldenburg (Ibid., _po.ro. 35; W. D., Hist Offr, H.Q,. 
First Cdn Army , 20 Apr ). Several days wore reQuired for this 
lengthy mov e , t he brigade s trav el l ing east -wards in succession · 
to their nevv area. during the pe riod · 1s to 21 Apr ( 2 Cdn Inf Div, 
Monthly Consolidated Summ.ary of Ops, g_£ ~it, 1-30 Apr). Stronger 
forces would a lso be brought to b'eo.r against the eriemyt s lino of 
defence a cross tho Wilhelmsha ven· .- Emden poninsuln, where press­
ure had hitherto been sustained by tho two ar&oured divisions 
only. The advent of · 5 Cdn ~\rrn.d Div into the nortlrnrn Netherlands 
(319) would releas e 3 Cdn Inf Div for . t h e task of destroying the 
enemy still resisting west of tho Ems . The resulting relief of 
3 Pol Inf Bde vm uld enable Maj-Gen Ma czek to concentrate his 
forcos on the right bcml;: of tho Ems for h is an1oured thrust 
through the fen country to Papenburg and the River Loda. When 3 
Cdn Inf Div ho.d completed its to. s1;:: wnst of tho Ems, Ma j-Gen 
Kooflor would be pr epared t 6 tak · t he.;; port of Leer by an asso.ul t 
across the :Ems o.nd tho Leda . ( J . D., G. S . H.Q,, 2 Cdn Corps, 
21 Apr) 

322. The tasks of :B, irst Cdn Ar· iy wc ro to be limited 
still· furt her. In a mossnge to Genera l Crcro.r dated 19 Apr, 
Fi eld.- Marshal lFont gome r y ex_plo.inod tho.t the allotment of o.n 
.Ame rico.n f orce to 21 Ar r:ry Group \'JOuld ennble the po.co of our 
opor::t tions to oo Quick ened cmnsidc r o..b ly. In thG light of this 
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~ovelopnont, it wou_d no l ong ~ be necessary .t or First Cdn A:rr1y' 
t o cross tho 1:Iosor a nd· cloo.r the Cuxhci. ven Peni ns ula. (G.o. c • .:.in-C. 
J:,irst Cdn Army , file 1-0, Vol II c. p ,., it, ·folio 36 ~-.1ossa.go C.-in ... c .. , 
19 Apr). Inst oo.d Genoro.l Croro.r WO:s .. :rD o.ss UI!lo tn0 o. lt orno. t i vo 
resp onsibility of oleo.r ing tho islo.nds o.t tho oo.st6rn end of tho 
Frisian group (ibid , Diroctivo :tl 571;. from C.- in- C., 22 Apr). 

Tho nctun l dir ective roG.ds :· 

The right vfin g of · Co.rn:'.. cl io.n Arey i:1ill oporo.to strongly 
a.go. inst OLD:2N:3URG , o.nd so uth of it, in clos e touch with 
tho left win g of Second Ar :.1y v.:hich is o.dva.n cing on 
BREil/IEN . 

As s oon o.s th::' t port.ion of :3?3:f:IE!E on tho south bo.nk of 
the Wosor has boon c o.pt urod by Second Army , tho right 
wing of Co.nci.dio.n Army v1ill opera.t o northwards to 
co.pture Et·.IDE:N o.nd Y!ILlIEI.J>LS_T VEN o.nd cleo.r· o.11 ono:r.iy 
from t ho ponino uln botwoon tho rivers VJESER o.nd Er-.13 . 

Co.na.di:m Ar my will study t ho problem of co..pturinG those 
isl~nds o.t tho co.stern ond of the ~RISI~t\1T group from 
which tho onomy c ould interfere ·with tho fre o uso of 
tho vVESER e stuo. ry e • L• VL\...Cr:.ROOGE , "Ed possibly o.ls o 
SPIEKEHOOG . 

(Ibid, folio 39 ) 

~ 

SECOND BRI T ~\RMY 'S OP:SR\.TIONS , 11 -19 ~'\.PR 45 

324. Befo re co:J.s i dering tho onomy ' s situo.tion a.t this 
time , it is nocos oa. ry t o r oviow tho o.ctivitic s of Lt - Gon D6mps oyts 
troops on 21 Ar my GroupYs right flo.nk dur ing tho past wook. 
(Seo Po.rt I Po.ra 198). On 10 .Apr , 8 Brit Corps had r ocoivod 
orders to s0 c uro Colle (5951), o.nd the lino of tho River Allor, 
o.nd thon pre s s o:--i to cci.oture Ue lzon ( 9189) at t h o s:::i.mo t i ne lrn ep­
ing firm c ontact vvith Ninth U. S . · .. r my . Those t '.:tSks vmre sub­
o.ll:Jttod in the follm1i ng mo.nncr. 1 5 (0 ) Inf Di v 1~10.s rosponsiblo 
f or tho c :::i.pturo of Cello o.nd Uelzon c..nd for p r oviding a. class 40 
brideo ove r the River ..1."..llor. I.:Ioo.m"Ihilo 11 Brit .. .'i.rL.ld Div Vlo.S 

given tho t o.sk of o.dv2nc:ing ::it nc..xim.um spood to t oizo Borgen 
(51/1) thus protecting tho l oft of 1 5 (8 ) Inf. Div. In o.ddit i on 

Mo. j-Gon G. P . Rob c r ts V Ql _\ rmd Div) must bric1go tho Allor o.t oithor 
Essol (3 056) or YVinscn ( 4 755). Lt-Gon E . B::trkorts t h ird forrr..o.tion 
( 6 .:1..irborno Div) wo.s to f .'.)110-.1 up ::1nd. cl oar out nny onomy by­
pa.ssod b~r tho o..rmourcd di v is ion (AF.F' : 45/Sec ond J .. rmy/ C/D, Docket 
I; o.lso l1'irst li.rmy Lio.is on Ops Ro ports , .2.l2 cit , 11162 0B, G Ops, 
Second L..rmy) 

325. Clo.s s 40 bridge s across tho ~llor woro osto.blishod 
o.t Cello on 11 ~\pr c..nd o.t Essol (whore 1 Cdo Bdo ho.d nc..'10 it s 
cross ing ) on the fo llowing do.y . By the morning of 12 _ ... pr tho 
Scottish Divisi ~.m hnd nc brigGd e over the Aller nnd in the t,ovm 
of Colle ( 5 9 51) c.nd , in short ore· _.., d.L , 0u 0ts wore off towa. rds 

· Uolzon ( 9187) 25 miles G.\'JUY . Uo l 2. Jn ".JC.s roo. ched on 14 Apr but 

· ~ Referonco Ill2.ps : G. S·. G . S . 441 6 Contrnl Euro po · 1: 100, 000 Shoots 
M-2 .·- Olc1onbLi.rg , ~-13 - Boromon , l.14 - Soltd.u , 
N3 ·- lEndon , Ntr - Ea.nover , L4 .:. Hamburg, 
L5 ·- Lo. uonb urg , M5 - So. lzwodol, 
VJ5 - Brc. uns chwoig 
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thoro tho onemy roactod wiolontly . Wh ilo · 15 (S) Div mo.do pro­
pa.rations to co.pture thG t own 11 ~:...rmd Div , ho.ving co.pturod Bergen 
nnd tho notorious c oncentrc.tion crnmp o.t Belson, c mn.o up on tho 
l oft. (Ibid : 121400B, G Ops, Second f r my : o.lso Firs t Cdn Army 
Ops Log QQ ~it, 12 ~pr 45, sorio.ls 49 , 73 , 104) 

With op position l oosening in front of ·11 Armourucl Div­
is ion o.s it got o..wety fr om tho R Allor, 3 R Tks b o.ttle . 
group s_pod on ~nd o..t 1700 hrs on 16 Apr entered 
Ebstorf . 15/19 H bo.ttlo gr o up wo.s moving on o. ·southorn 
a.xis o.nd t hnt sm.io evening r oo. chcd WICHTENB~CK , some 
six milos to t ho South \'Jost . 

15(8) Division ob j octiv os on tho R El bo i,vcro nt t ho 
so.mo t irao n ov(:d · furth er north to Lo.uonbur g 8734 o.nd 
Ibizon burg 9835 . Tho di vis i on ho..d i n structions to 
i gnore i ts right f l unk , fo r 5 Division , v1hi ch h :::-.d 
o.rrivod from o.nothor the:itro , ho.d moa.nt i mo boon p l a ced 
undo r conmic..nd of 8 Corps J.. ::md ·1·ns t o· c oncontro. to S outh 
Wost ·of' Uolzon bet woon lo nncl 20 Apr . This division 
o.nd 6 Airb or ne Division togothor co uld doo.l virith tho 
corps right flQnk . 

. --
( AEF : 45/ Sec ond lJ;rmy/C/D Docket I, 
p. 376) . 

326. On 17 Apr Q:Pornl Dempsey informed the Corfilao.ndor 
of 12 Brit Corps t ho..t tho n ussio.n offensive towards Borlin h o.d 
be gun on the previous do.y . Th e opinion oxprossed , o.t this timo , 
w::. s thLl. t since tho GorrJ.'..lll strength in the aast was further to 
t ho so~th , tho Russi2ns might bo ~blc t o no.kc good pr ogr ess . If 
t h is wore th o C C1.So t ho usands of r ofugG c s fleein g before Mo.rshc.. l 
Stc.lin's troops would bo d riven t owc.rds Gonor a.l Dempsey's a.roa. . 
This wo uld complicctto ma.ttors grc ·"'. tly a.nd. it vro.s ompha.s izod tha. t 
Second Ar my must reach tho wost b:.::tnk of tho Elbe to s t op o.ny mo.ss 
crossings by those rofugoos . Plnn s \"Toro thorcforo conplot ocl for 
tho i mmod io.to oncirclomort t of Uolzon s o t h o.t th0 ':1.dvcmco oo.stwo.rds 
n i ght continue unimpodod . Tho d i visi cm o.. l t n slcs were t h us defined ; 

15( 8 ) Division - Be prcpo.rod·.to o.ss o. ult Uolzen not 
boforG 1200 hrs 17 ~pr 

6 Airbor n e Division - ~o csto..blish itself E~st of the 
t own o.s onrly ns possibl e o.nd to LlQke 
c onto.ct with 11 J.,,rmo uro d Division ut 
Emrnonclorf 9095. 

11 ..:\.rao ur cd Di v,i s ion - To ostc.bl i sh i tsolf firmly in 
t ho a.rco. Ebs torf -Y!riodc l 72 96 with 
o.. c ti ve p[ltrols to t h o North. To cut 
tho r oo.d Uol zcn-Lun oburg a.nd to D'.lko 
canto.ct with 6 :·drborne Division 

Tho opcro.tions continue d wi th 15( 3 ) :.:::;. f Div a.pply ing oo-opd­
li10.tod pressure o.gn inst Uolzon . 

About mi ddo.y on 1 7 Apr the def enders of Uelzcn bego.n . 
to roc onsidor t ho situc. t ion , ::.nd 15( 8 ) Divi s i ::m r oport­
od signs of wi thc1rc.wn l n orthwc.rcls. During t h·o after­
noon 11 ~,,r~n ur oc1 Di vis i on cu1' the roa.c_ Uc lzen-Luneborg, 
and.15(8) Div i s ion onterod o.nJ bogo.n to cloo.r t ho tovm . 
With Dont a ct osto.blishod betweon 11 _ 1o urcd Division 
nnC. 6 .;.' i r ·o orno Di vis ion , t h is to.. sk wa.s c 8m.p l ct od on 

" 18 Ap r o.,_"1.d o.rra.ngc;:-1onts ·woro ·raa.Cle for the division to 
ext end Tust of tho town , relieving clements of 6 .l\ .. ir­
borno Di vis i on o..nc1 11 :~rmo urod Di vis ion . 
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11 Arnoured Division mo.d o i rnnodietto prepnrations to 
Tiovc North on ·Lunoburg . Li gh t elon.cnts ha d onto rod 
the t own by 1600 h r s on 18 .:.-pr etn u h o.cl seized tho 
bridgos .L 1t o.. ct. : l.t tho :::n n o tin e cm oq_unlly f orceful 
thrust to t h o wost of tho t own h o.d brout;ht arr.'1.ourod 
olon cnts to n point etb out four miles a.most duo North 
of it :1...'1 C1 on tho onst :t bo.tt lo gr o up h c.d co.pturoc1 
Ne otzo 9322 by t h o nvonin t:S b o:foro nidnir,ht the river 
had l oun :t' oac:_ d. o.t :ai 1~ 'Gb orgon 9031 , te:ri miles North 
East of Lunebnrg . 

327. On 19 _\.pr , covor oc by an o.r z-.n urod co.r screen 

Elbe 

( p1 -; vid ocl by t ~:..o Roya.ls) vrorking c1oop on t h o sou thorn f lnnk, the 
ldrborno troo1;s thon bo e;c.~1. cl oo..ring ov e r n wi.d e nreo. t o tho ea.st 
o..nc.: north- oo.st of Uolzon. _\t t he s nr.ie t i me 1.5 ( i3.) Inf Div wont 
into c ~:mcontra.ti · r.. o. roa.s between Ut l z on a.n c1 Lunoburg ( 7122). On 
tho. t C..o.y Lt-Gen Bo.rk or iss uoc fro sh · . inst ructi on s d os i gnc c1 to 
osto.blish tho corps firnlly on tho Elbe . (First Cdn .. l..rn y Ops Log· 
.£Q. cit: 18 ..:\pr ~'1-.5, sorio.ls 32, 73; o.ls o _\EF 4.5/21 .1rny Group/C/F·, 
Docket II: 'Notes on tho Opor:::'.. tion of 21 .\.r n y Groq,p, , 6 Juno 19·~4- -
5 Hc.y 19-;.5 , po.rn 20t~-) 

5 Divis ion - To b o pr e pa r ed t o o.dvnnco t o t he R Elbe 
on 20 ..:\pr on o.. front botwoon Ploclrndo a nd 
Do.rcho.u. 

15 (8) Divis i on - To o.dvanc o n s soon as possible to t h o 
R Elbe . On tho l~ ft rolioving ccrtn in 
olononts of 11 ~-... r mourod. Division in tho 
LCLuonbu:'g o.r oo. o.nc.1 o::ctonding south ca.st 
to D:::t rcho.u . 

11 J. ~rno ur oc1 Division - To ost '.:blish its elf en the R 
Tilbo fror-i :Jp_9osit e La uonbu:rg to inclusive 
Hi ns on 65 3 2 2.nQ to p r otect tho corps l eft 
flnnl~ 6n CJ. gene r a l l ino southwo.rc1s fron 
\'T i n s on . 

6 ~'drb orne Divis i on - To i~cr.1'.l in in its present sit u:i.t ­
ion wi t h r c o oTina is a1nco t~ sks and to bo 
res pon s ible fo r t h o p r ot c ct i oa of t h o c orps 
Risht fl o.n~: , 

(Ib id , P• 377) 

328. In t h e c entre 12 Brit Co r ps hnQ had cro~t diffic -
ulty around Rothon (1167), b ut by n i dnight 12/13 .. I.pr 53( Vl) Div 
hD.d o.lnos t clc::i. r cc".'.. tho t ovm ci.:i.1:1 !l G. ~ '.J. li;;ht bridge ob or t h o River 
.. \llor . Moo.ri"whilo, c_s 52 ( L) Inf Div ha. cl n ovod to tho o.roa G.:tst 
of Diepholz, 3 Brit Inf Div wc.. s 'trunsfcrrod t o unc~ or coru:.1a.nd 
30 Brit Corps . F.r or 13 to 15 .:1..pr tho b ric1g oho~c1.. hold by tho 
\"fclsh c!.ivision .:tcross the ,_l.lle r · Yl:... s sub j octoc1 t o h o::i.vy oonb::i.rd - · 
ncnt C'.nd scvcr~l fierce c ~:>Unto :r-nttu_clrn , but . tho unony coulcl not 
nako o.ny h c n d'."!O.Y v Subs oquently : l- ~ - ~- :_:; Apr , 7 .:\.rnc1 Div took 
ovor contol of tho bridcohoad with t~c i ntention of c l ea ring tho 
nreo. Rothon - 1.'fals r odo i n c onj unc t. ·_ on with 155 (L) Inf Bde . 

Progr ess cl urin e.; t h o ini t io.. l sta.gos of tho broo.k-out wa.s 
not rap id, but in t he n ft. orn,) on the thrust boc.:m to 
TIE:iet v.;ith n oro succ e ss . Vio. lsrodo vJith bri c1 t::; os into.ct· 
foll to 7 : 1.r :r..1o urocl Divis ion lat e on 1.5 .\ pr. Consider­
a ble tro ub le \\r:t3 s till b eing · oxporioncod fr.J~.:. o.ir 
c.tto.ck:s on t h o Reth en bridge . _\ nur.ibor of d. onolis:t:_od 
briclgos :::tr:.cl co.rofully-sitcd craters wo.s o.lso oncountorod 
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and those considoro.bly o.ffoct od the s p eed of tho o.c1-
vn.nco. 

Thu thrust o f t" li.rno ur ocl Br i t;o.d G und or cor,lDC\.nd 53 (W) 
Di vis i on on t ho l oft of' 7 .. l.r r:n urod Di vis ion also bot;nn 
to r.10.ke g od :._--1 rogr oss . One r oGi n ont h n d co.9turod 
I dsinc on , son c s i x nil e s north-wos t of Vlnlsrodo by 
r.1i c1nigh t 15 .. '\pr . 

By nidnight 1 6 !\.pr ·, · --~ ... "..r no urod Brigo.do hnd roo.6hod 
BondinE;; bo s tol , 1285, a.go. inst slight o_p']osition . At tllo· 
so.no tine 158 Brig::tC.c v\rns turLillG loft-ho.ndorl to Verdon, 
followed by 71 Brigad e , which wo.s prop. r od to po.ss 
t hrough to CQ]turo tho t own . 

On 16 ; ,._pr thG : r ny C o:rrr.1~n dor or c1o roc1 Guo.rc1s ... '"rnourod 
Division to ·j oin 12 Corps fort hwith. It ·wo.s to novo 
via. Ni onburg- Ro thon n.nc1 Wo.lsrodo , concontro.to a.bout 
Rcthe~:l o.nc1 ':ms t o bo d iroc t e cl on t o tho Zcvcn o.roo. . 

This roq_uirod o. righ t h ook , but tho 1\.rny Conno.ndor con­
sidered tho.t gre~tcr o.dvo.nto. e o would result by o.dvo.nc­
ing o.s fo.r North o.s pos s ible towo.rd s Ho.nburg , before · 
swinging loft. It wo.s o. pp r cci6.tod. tho.t this :a i E;ht in­
volve tho c o.p turo of Rotonburc • 

. After r co.ch in c; Fo.llingbostel on rly on 16 Apr , progress 
by 7 :~rru.our od Di vis ion v1a s a.gain chockcc1 by donoli t ions 
nnd era. tor~ , but by ov oning Dorfno.rk h nd boon cnpturod . 

(Ibid , p . 3 78 ; o. l s6 ·Firs t Cdn .. l.r n y Ops Log ; .2..12 cit, 
'"IT°'?;.pr s ori nls 83 , 135, 16 Apr serio.l 130) -

329. At t h i s point a.s i t F :is J.p)r oci8.to d t h.:i. t tho tovm 
of Solto.u vmuh'c bo strongly clofon1..-. od , t he followinc plcms wore 
f ornulo. ti:. cl . 7 l1.~x-:. Div wo.s to s croon So lto.u ( l'.-190) v\ri th 8 H · 
wh ile 1.55 Inf Bdo o.s s ct ul tod. t ho ) l nc c froL'.' the south . Tho ro­
no.i:adcr of t h o :J. r:;:1ourod d i vis ion w.:i.s to by- po.ss Sol to.u cm~'.. go on­
t0wnrds tho Elbe River . :it t ho S:J.' lO tin e Gds ~\.rnd: Div wo.s order­
ed forwn rcl to ~ clvo.nco· on tho n::::is Y!c.lsrodo (257.5) - Vissolh ovodo 
(248 9) - Stad e (1 557 )t whilo· 53 (Vl.) I a f Div co.ptured Vorclon O.nc1 
Rot onb ur g (1102) if pos s ible , prior t o fallowin~ tho Gu.:i.rds. 
52(L) Inf Div l es s 155 Bd o (o.t p r os on t lll.J.d or conno.nd 7 _.\rnd Div) 
was to po.ss to c6n:nand 30 Brit Co r .)s . ( .. \ EF : :r5/Socond Arny/ C/D · 
Docket I p . 378). Those chnn ;os tho:isolvos co.ll od for roo.lloco.t­
i on of ta.s t :s os_::>ccio. lly so sin c o i t v o.s now kn6vm thc.t First Cdn · 
Arny would not ope ro.tc co. st or tho \'loser River . Th e now c. ivision­
o.l to.sks for 12 Cor ps wore : 

7 -·~rno urcd Di vrision - ~".. 11vo.nc o to R . :::O: lvo on front n.Go 
Winson- Buxt ehud c 31,;.4 . 

Gu.:i. rds ::..r noured Di vis ion - ... \.dvo.nce to soizo Rot-onburg 
1102 (unl es s nlroo.dy co.p turod by 53( 1."r) 
Division ) s t ~- ... ~lng nt fir s t light 18 Apr. 
Th oronftor t o c .:i. J turc Zovon 0323 - Bron or­
vord e 9~44 a nd St o.d o 1557· 

53( '.'T) Div i sion - Co. pture Ve r d on . 

Co.pturo Rotonb urc if tho situation looscn­
oc1. , us i n g t1- 1'~rno urod Brig.:i.1 o . -"Puss ono · 
brigndo .gro up 52( L ) Div to sc r oo::i tho co.st­
ern o.p) r o:1. c l16 s t o Bran on . ll'ollov1 Guo. r ds 
A:cno ur c:c1 Div . 
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52{L) Division Loss 155 Brigade {still Lmdor co!JI'1'.lnd 
7 ..i\.rnourod Di v is ion) to _po.s s throuGh ctnd 
screen Branon fron tho east . 

(Ibid , P• 379) 

330, :i.rtor o. ro.pid udvo.nco on 17 ~\.pr 7 l\.rricl. Div .. wo.s in 
Vlollo ( 3818) sono tvrnnty ni.los due north of Solto.u { ~- 190) , Which 
o.t tho.t tine wo.s being invos tod by 155 Inf Bdo , By nidnits-ht 
Soltau vro.s cloo.r o.nd 53(1.'l.) Div ro_:;iorto1 success in Verdon. 

With Vo~den clear o.nd bridei~s · undor constrftction 156 
Brigade , still UJ.J.c.lor cornm!lcl 53{\"V) Division, sto.rtcd on 
18 ..:\pr to 2c.vnnco north vrost a.long the cc.st bnnk of tho 
R Wosor , towards .: ... chin 8791. Tho sm.10 norning t he 
Guo.rds ~·dnour od Divis ion s tnrtod to Dove n orth · frbn 
Wa.lsroclo, dir ected initially on Vissolhovodo 2tr89 . 

_;.t n iddny 2 HCR r o_;,;ortcd t _10 r ond Solto.u-Nouonkirchori 
3294 cloo.r , With ono battle group wor~ing due north, 
hnving roached Otti.ngon , about tv10 nilos south co.st of 
Vissolhovodo, o. s vcond bo.ttlo grou~ s~~ng GD.St to cut 
roo.d Visselhov od o-Nouonkirchon. 

5 Gu~rc~ s _··crDourod Brit;o.do t ook o. wider swoop to tho 
Eo.st, noving on 7 J .. r::2ourod Di vision's routes a.s fo.r o.s 
Tostedt 32 22 ancl then turn i n g nlnost duo wost towards 
Zovcn. In offoc t , thorofoI'o , the Guo.rds ·wore currying 
out c. wide pincer novenont fro:n tho :r:;;o.st. 

With Ne uonkirchon captured d urinc tho evening of 18 ~pr, 
the Col n Gds Grou_i?s turned south.,.wost towo.rds Vissol­
hovodo. 

(Ibid , o.nd P• 380) 

_\ft er twenty- fo ur h-::urs hard f i g:O.t ing , tho Gu::i.rds reported 
Vissolhovcde cloa.r during 19 .L\.prc Further north .:mother of tho 
division bo.ttle groups W:J.S closin(; in on Zovon {0323) fron tho 
east. (Ibid.) 

331. Moa.nwhilo on the l oft of Mu j-Qon .'i.duirf s guardsnon 

l~ .\rnourocl Erica.do vr.'lS thrusting tovmrc1s Rotonburg 
fro:o. tho south, anu by 1-~.st light wns son e throe i:::.ilos 
short of tho town. ·:ii th Vorel on b ocon int, tho res l)Gn-
s ib ili ty of o. brigade of 52(L) Division, 71 BriGado 
po.s sod to corn:mnd Guo.rds .L·,_rnourcd Di vis ion :md 160 
Brigo.d.e t o coDIJC.nd 7 :i.rno urod Division on 19 .\.pr. 
This was to onablo 155 Bri\;a.do to bo rolea.sod to re­
join 52(L) Division1 

52(L) Divi sion, with 4 _· ... r no urcc1 BriGnde , loss one 
r~,~~O~~;~ po.S SGC.'. to c o::~·-· r :· ' :~(\ C' ·~:T l_:)S during tho nic;ht 

Thus enc.led a nost so..tisfa ctory d:'.:;r , c s9ocio.lly for 7 ~\rnd Div 
which tha.t night c onta cted 11 ::.rnc.1 .Div of 8 Brit Corps tour 
nilos south-wost of YTins on {6 f1 7 0:c, (Ib id) 
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OP~Ri\.TIONS OF 30 BRIT CORPS , 11-19 Apr tr5 

332. i~long tho bounc.1o.ry b-otwoon First Cdn o.nc1 S 0 cond Brit 
..:\rn ios, Lt-Gon B. G. Horrock' s 30 Corps ho.d siDiletrly w..:ido gocd· 
progros :J but o.cninst v e r y stiff rosistnnce cm. tho lino Cloppon­
burc - Q,unkenbruck (155 3 ) - Vechtn (3759). Up t o l "r ~\pr 30 Corps 
ho.d no.no.god to to.kc Q,uo.lrnnbruck , o ut tho other tvm pla c es vrnrc 
still boinG strongly dofondod . New orQor8 wore thorofore issued: 

3 British Divis ion 

To soi z o in success ion t h e following nrcns with the 
object of s creonin t; :arcn on f ron tho south- wost . 

(a.) Tolkenbru.ck 6592 - Br inkw-2 7091 GrossoMnckonstodt 
6589 

(b) Ho. v0kost .5388-Hongs t or:1olz .5387. 

(c) Dolri onhorst • 

.51 (H) Division 

To con plot e tho CO.)turo m> tho area. Ve ch to.-Wildesho.usen. 
To bo ~ropo.rod to relieve 3 British Division on tho· 
left }Ortion of their pr es ent s octor :J.nd to bo _pro ­
po.rod to protect tho loft f l mik of 3 British Divis ion 
for its ntto.ck on Dolnonhorst . 

Guo.rds .':..r-n ourod Di vision 

To conploto · occ Ul.) '.lt ion of t ho h igh e:ro und west of 
Clop_;;>onburg . 
To bo .)rc.:;io.r od to opor.:it o i n o. counter a ttack role 
north-cast or north- wost . 

flr) Di vis ion 

To co~ploto the capture of tho o.ron Clopponburg -
cross rrouds 3177. 

Opposi t i on in front of 51 (H), Gui;i.rc1s il.rnoured o.nd 43 
Divisions loos on od considerab l y during 1 4 Apr , so thQt 
51 (H) Di vision ca.no up ro. .;_; i d. ly on t ho loft of 3 British 
Divis i on . Guo.rds .'i.rno ured Divis i on cloo. r od ·the o.rea 
north of Ve chta and was t of 51 (H) Division ~without 

difficulty . On t ho loft 43 Divis ion ont orod Clopponbur0 

early in tho dny . 

(Ibid, P• 381) 
-~-

333. Oppos ition lr·oscm oc1 during 14 .!1.pr. The Highl an d 
Division .advanced r~) idly on th o left of 3 3r i t Inf Div, t ho 
Guards cleared north of Vochtn und· 4' ( ~) Inf Div entered Clopp­
enburg. Howeve r 

OJposition -to o.ny n ov G North·Wes t by 3 Br i t i sh Division 
wns strong . In conso~ucnce 3 British Division hnd to· 
be' put on t o :::i. narrowe r front before substantial prog­
ress c ould bo oxpocted . In nccordo.nce v1ith ~'\.rny ts 

J£ Refer ence na.::is ns fo r pnro. 32,-;_ 
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first priority, i.e. t he capture of Bren en, 30 Corps 
issued orders f or completion o:f t __ e clearance of the 
area west of the R 1•

1/e s er within the corps boundaries. 

·while 3 British Division continued to operate towards 
Delraenhors t , 51 (H) Division was to Bake loca l improve­
ment of positions and to Telieve 9 Brigade (3 British 
Division) on 16 or 17 Apr having handed over to 43 
Division its ovm left Brigade sector (152 Bri gade). 
43 Div ision was to capture the cross roads 3177 and to 
ma inta in cont a ct with-4 Canadian Armoured Division 
which was at that time direct ed on Oldenburg on an axis 
parallel ·with that foll owed by 4-3 Division. Guards 
Armoured Division concentra ted and came into corps 
reserve. 

By the night of 15 Apr the Vles s ex Division had taken the Cloppen­
burg crossroads and proceeded to relieve 152 (H·) Bde on its left. 
(Ibid) 

334. On the same day 185 Bde of 3 Inf Div attacked the 
villages of Leeste and Brinkum, but opposition, mainly from SS 
troops, was extremely strong and it ·was appreciated tha t the 
assault on De lmenhorst, one of the main defens ive outposts to 
Bremen., would require a well supported and concentrated effort. 

During 16 Apr, both 51 (H) and 43 Divisions i mproved 
their positions . 51 (H) Division captured Dotlingen 
while 153 Brigad e and 43 Division pushed east from the 
cross roads 3177 to capture Ahlhorn. The attack by 3' 
British Division had result 8d in the capture of Brink-
un, save f or o. small · corner north west of the tovm, 

and also in that of Gros s e Mackenstedt 6589, where only 
light opposition was encountered. 

335. In his ins t.ructi ons to his divisions on 17 Apt 
Lt-Gen Horr ocks· announced his intention to continue the thrust 
towards Mitt els -Huch ting (6 696) - Stuhr ( 68 92) with 3 Inf Div 
while t he Hi ghland f ormation pressed on to Harpstedt and Dellnen­
horst. Additional tasks a llotted were : 

4.2 Division 

To take over from 153 Brigade and to :LJ.ove off the route 
Haselunne-Cloppenburg to allow 2 Canadian Corps unres­
tric ted use of it from t h e mo:-:'.'ning of 19 Apr . 

Guards Armour ed Division 
. -

To pass to und er com.Hand 12 Corps. 

As a result, during 17 Apr 

51 (H) Division advanced about three miles, reaching 
Ippener 5985. Both these a t tacks i.e. 3 British and 
51 (H) Division continued on 18 Apr , against st iff opp­
osition and had limited, but nevertheless steady progress. 

52 (L) Division was a lready attacking towards BreBen. 
&long the n orth bank of R Feser , ha ving been passed 
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through 53 ( Y) Division by 12 Corps. The t ine has now 
come f or -~he Eremen ope1·atj.on to be co-ordinated under 
30 Corps. 52 (L ) Divis ion therefore passed to command 
30 Corps Oil. 19 Apr , Bo·cll jl (H ) and 43 Divisions had 
c."_s o been vmrnod to b e prepared to assist i n the capt ure 
of Bremen , from the West an d East respectively , 

(Ibid , P• 382) 

O:n the after nom1 of 19 Ap:c , 51 (EJ Div had its f orward t roops in 
Adelhe ide (5 891 ) at u placo about threo n iles south of Delmenhorst. 
Fur ther on t he :i; ight i a brigade of t ln Wessex was shifted to cover 
t he ea st bank of' th J River \,~_rese r. Th ore it came under command of 
t he Lowland Divis i on , whi ch had i tself r e cently arrived under 
Lt -Gon_rHorrocks? control and was ·i.; ~: rusting n orthward from Verden. 
( I bid ) :x 

THE ALLIED SITUATI01J , 19 APR 45 

336 . Th, Al l ·i.cd sit.uation at this tim.o could scarcely 
havo been bet ter .., As ~.f to er vm o u.r efforts in grand, fashion,­
t ho f orc es in t ho Ru~r had capitula ted . General Eisenhower des­
cribes the last moments nf the groa t industrial area in thes e 
wor ds: 

The east ern half col lap8od on 1 6 April, when 80,000 
pr i noners vvaTe taken in the 24 h ours ,. and on 18 April 
the pocket was finally liquidat ed . The total bag of 
pri s onc1·s rea ch ed the i mmense figure of 325, 000, includ­
ing 30 gene r a l officers . Or i g inally we had estimated 
that only 150,000 could be talrnn . TVverity-one divisions 
':Vere des t 1·oycd ~ including t h r ee panzer, · one panzer 
gr e!ladier and th-ree puro.ch ut e d ivisions~ and enormous 
q_uantiti es of booty fell int o our ho.nds . What Hitler 
may hnvo PXpa~ced t o prove o. fortress to hold us·back 
from c. . ·· .tI'c<.l Ger:.na::iy h " d gi-ren vmy aft e r 18 days, and 
by n ovr the main front wnz ov er 100 ·miles distant to the 
oast . 

( :Siscnhowor, QE_ cit, p. 10.5) 

337. AD:;..:Ln t h e re o.r i s os tho diffi culty of explaining 
wty the Germans hung G:!.1. 1'or so long iJ. tho Ruhr when they should 
h a ve pu.lled their i' o : ·cos b8. ck , Tho Supreme Commander suggests 

JE Para s 324 - 335 h o.vo ~men w.i.·itt o:n.. ma inly according t o the 
account of Se cond· A:rn.~:- op 3I'C.tion ... \;onto.ined in AEF : 4.5/Second 
Army/C/D Docket I, o.na. c.hec lrnd by "'.:,he fol lowing r eferences: 

( 1 ) AEF : 4.5/S:::; 0orid .Ar:ny/ C/H Do cket III. Se cond Army Sitreps 
for Apri l 19 ,.5 8.S r e r. o i ved at H~Q, . First Cdn Arny: 

Nos 523 & 5 25 :Lor pGriod 11000:; .1 . - 120001B 
Nos 525 ·- .52 6 ti ~ i 120001 ·- 130001B 
Nos 52 7 ._ 52 8 : II 13000L ._ 140001B 
Nos .529 ·- .5 30 ' I 11 140001£·, ·- l.50001B 
Nos 531 ·- 532 . II t' 15-000lE ·- 160001B 
Nos .533 ·- 534· II ll 1 6 0001~-; ·- ·1~000lB 
Nos 535 ·- 536 ;) II 17000.1.B ·- 1 OOOlB 
Nos 537 ·- 53 8 11 1800011~ 190001B 
Nos 539 - 540 ll n 1 90001B - 200001B 
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that the enemy prefej_ ... red to follov1 the policy of fighting where 
he stood regardless of the odds I\ ~.~oreovor, General Eieenhower 
adds: 

338. 

The enemy mny ho.ve entert::i. inod ideas of holding out in 
the Ruhr for some time o.nd thus constituting a threat 
in our roo.r which would iJ r event our further .Progress 
while his remaining o.r::i1ios regrouped . If so, ho had 
seriously miscalculated . Events wer~ t o show that the 
Ruhr could not support it3 defenders , despite its arm­
ament works nnd fuel production plants , ·while the armies 
to tho ea.st Ylsre i n no conclition to regroup and reform 
any sort of ef focti vo lino . Ea ch of them VVT3.S ho.rd _put 
to maintain its ov.n1 posj_tion , and there was no hope of 
filling tho gap in tho center of the front created by 
the tra pping of tho 21 di vis ions of ;,~ ... r my Groups·· B ana. 
H. Thro ugh thnt gap t he Al l i ed a rmi es were shortly to 
pour eastv!ard , sine o tho Gorrao.n troops ·:'lhich should 
have been barring thoj_r path wore , instead, on the march 
to Allied prison camps . 

Continuing the General states that 

Immcdio.toly tho oncircl Li!g. move ho.d bGon completed, 
operations wore instituted to rondor innocuous tho 
forces in tho pocket . The densely built-up Ruhr area 
offe r od many advantages to tho defence, and it vrns my· 
intention, should tho enemy continue to res ist firmly , 
to cont ent myself Yvi th compressing him into a small 
area whore only a f ov1 C.i vis i ons would be needed to con­
tain him, and there to s tarve h im into surrender, Even 
if the Ruhr itself could supply its garrison with ad­
equo.to rileo..ns of defenc e., it wo.s clea r tho..t so p6pula.tod 
o.n nroo., cont inir:.g r,i.:"'.ny hungry civilinn mouths, could 
not Ql so food indof initcly tho h uge nrruios which it 
suddenly fotLnd i n its n i dst . 

339. For some tiLrn a fter tho j o.ws of thE) · tro.p closed, 
tho enemy o. ttempt od with gr oat spirit to brenk out, first from· 
Hamm , t hen from Sicgen: 

340. 

These o.ttempts , hmrnvor , like tho co oporG ting counter­
o.tta.cks by tho enemy o.rnies outside the pocket, were 
abortive , and were for c ed bnck everY1.vhere except along 
the b:J..nk of tho PJline. ·11onnwhile t he a.mmuni t ion fact­
ories cern:iod p roduction, ::md w·ho.t little vrns available 
could n ot be tro.nsportod t o the front . Fuel and food 
likewise could not be supplied where thoy wero ' neoded; 
the r n il s y stoI'.l. wc.s i : ·c, _ f octivo for this purpose sine-a, 
a.part from the do.mo.go it ho..d s uffered, the network wo.s 
thinnest vrhoro the fig]:: .i. i~t. , . ....... i.!. ttest, in the soutlJ.­
ern So.uorlo..r:.d . Shorto.ge of wc)d.pons wns o.s grave a s 
elsewhorG i n the Germo.n ::rmies , reo.r echelons were 
stripped to arm. forvnrd ones , but even then the · 1attor 
often lacked ammunit ion of the corr ect calibers . 

By mid-April, tho · ehd of op9osition in the Ruhr 
was in sight: 
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t hat the enemy preferred to follow the policy of fighting where 
he s tood regardles s of the odds. Moreover , General Eieenhower 
adds : 

338. 

The enemy may ha ve entert2 inod ideas of holding out in 
the Ruhr for some ti Tle o.nd thus constitut ing a threat 
in . our roar which would pr event our further progress 
while his remaining armies regrouped . If so , he had 
seriously mis calculo.tod . Event s we re t o show that the 
Ruhr could not support its defenders , despite its arm­
ament works nnd fuel production plants , v/h ile the armies 
to tho east i;mre in no condition to regroup and reform 
any sort of of f oc.tivo line . Ea ch of them was ho.rd put 
to ma inta in its ovm pos it ion , nnd there was no hope of 
fill i ng tho gap in the center of the front creat ed by 
the trapping of t he 21 divisions of Army Groups B and 
H. Through that gap t he 1 llicd a rmies were shortly to 
pour eo.stvrard , since ·the German troops :. 1 .. 7h.i6h should 
have boon barring their p:i.th wore , instead t. on the march 
to Allied prison camps . · -

Continuing the General states thnt 

Immcdia.tely tho encircl ihg . move ho.d been completed, 
operations woro · ins titut od to render i nnocuous the 
forces in tho pocket . Tho dense ly built -up Ruhr area 
offered many adva.nto.gos to the defence , and it v1ets m.y · 
intention, should tho enemy continue to resist firml~~ , 

to content myself with compressing him into a. small 
area. vrhor o only a f mJ d i vis i ons vvould be needed to con­
t ain him , o.nd there to starve D. im into surrender . Even 
if the Ruhr itself could supply its garrison with o.d­
equette me ::..ns of defence , it wo.s clea. r that so popul'..lted 
nn nroa. , cont ~inh:g m::.ny hUL1gry c ivilicm mo uths , could 
not o.lso feed indefinitely tho h uge etr.w.ies which it 
suddenly foQnd in its n idst . 

339 . For some tiuo o.fter t ho jo.ws of the"tro.p closed , 
tho enemy n tte:m.ptcd with gr oQt spirit to brenk out, first from 
Ha.mm , t hen from Sicgen : 

These attempts , houovor , like t h e cooporc.ting 6ounter­
ntt et cks by the enemy o.. r n i es outside the pocket, were 
abortive , ~:ma. were for ced back every\o1There except nlong 
tho bcml;: of tho Rhino . ·11onnwhile the etmmw1i t ion fo.ct­
ories c co.s od production , 2nd v1ho. t little vro.s available 
could n ot be tr:ins port Gd t o t ... _e front . Fuel o.nd food 
likewise could not bo suppli ed where they were neod ed; 
the r n il s y sto:::a. wus i n-c_ :L'octivo for tl'iis purpose s1noa, 
a part from the do.mo.go it had suffered , the network wo.'S 
thinnest whore tho figl: ~ .L ... 1t:_ " ...:; :i.::.:J ttest, in the south ­
ern Setuorlo.nc1. Shorto..go of woo.pons wo.s o.s grave QS 

elsevv'hore in the Germo.n n~ies, rear echelons were 
stri pped to nrm f orvnrd on os , but even then the · 10.tter 
oft en lacked ammunition of tile corr ct calibers . 

340. By mid-~pril, the end of opposition in the Ruhr 
was in sight: 
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Signs of disintegr:J.tion were evident , resistance bG­
comin g scattered o.nd tho enemy giving themselves up in 
such ~1. urnbers that · t hG di.sposo.l of tho prisoners constit­
uted a. d i f ficulty . It V1'3.S clear nov1 that there would 
be no Question of stiJ.rvinb n stubborn remnant into sub ­
mission . Tho r.:ic.in industri iJ. l tmlTE in the north were 
cleared, a nd on 14 ~pri1. thG pocket ;as split into two 
o.t Ho. gen. 

Th is event dictated b;it 0110 po:rsono. l course to the Gorm:::i.n Co:rnmnnd­
e;: in the Ruhr ::m e_ on lo April Fie} a_ :Mo.rshn.l L C>dol coillID.i tted 
suicide. (First Cdn Ar my Int [~ Uiill! 1a rios .212. cit, 10 A.J r 45, No.290) 

3L'.- l . ifoG.11'.'Ih j le the _A.Jri2 ric:in c..:rid French Armies to the 
s outh hn.d run wild , E' 1:; •_;anth UeS . J~iwy 11.!ld r oa ched Nu1~nburg on 16 . 
Apr and p roceedEi!. t o cl:ia.:_' t h;J.i; city" The French had seized 
Budo:i- Baden and Kehl o.nd tho wo.y wc:. s s oon clear for bridging op­
erations at Str::i.sbourg t o commc..mc p o The enemy in this sector wus 
r e treating in some hnst u and Stuttg'.lrt vms about to fall to con-· 
v e r ging pincers f~'on the north-eas t u:1d south-ea.st. · (Eisenhower, 
op cit, p. 111) (First Cdn Ln.t Sur.'.ll!lo.rios, _£2 cit, No , 293, 19 Apr 
4!n-- -

342. Next in line of the Yi ctoI'ious plunging forces wa.s 
Third U .s . ·Army. After s e iz ing VTrin n :r and cloc. ring Erfurt on 11 
o.nd 12: pr , Patton7s mon vent on t o J eno. uhore Napoleon ho.d long 
ago cr·ush E: d his en omic;1. By 13 _\p r J ,""'na. wo.s clec. r o.nd the nrr-.1o ur 
w:.s o.t the gates of Ch.:imnitz. '.'Ihilo XX U.S . Corps swept on a long 
t h e no1"'thern frontier of Cz8choslov::ild.'J. , General Patt on's other 
L ::mntions pushed on throug1t ·No us co.dt towo.rds the mountains of 
Bohemia . - (Eisenhower , .Q..P ~it, -p. 107; a lso Fi. rst Cdn · ..:\rmy Int 
Strnrrt8-ries, .££ cit, Nos 2J7-=28'8, 289 , d.c.tod 1(-:-18 Apr 45 incl) 

3t.-3 . Nort h of t h o Third ..:'>.r my sector , Gener2.l Hodges t 
troops had s tnrted o.n off onsivo s,outh of tho Hnrz Ho unt;i ins by 
11 Apr c.nd mo.do such g:roat progre ss t h::i.t within a. wook tho enemyts 
fo rc e s in tho mo unt:i..ins ;·rc r 8 enc ircled ,. Efforts to - reduce this -
l argo pocket c.t fi r s t ne~ with str8nuaus opposition, but by 
a p plyin g st ondy p::.."'os s m_,o the ..."unorin ~:m sold i ers s ucc eoded in wouk­
cr ing t ho defender s , L2st orgnniz ~d op)osition, however, did not 
o.ctuo.lly di s nppoo.r un.t~.l ~l Ap~(' .. ·uao.nwhile cm important go.in wo.s 
:rac.i_de in tho occL:p::ttion of Loip <~ig , o. bitterly defended stronghold 
w~1ich fell to t ho fnfi1ous· Ro.ii1bow D5vision (69 U.S. Inf Div) on · 
19 ~'.._p r., (Eis enhower, 92 ·2i~, p. 107'; ·nlso First Cdn Army Intell­
igence Sur.no1:J.rio s , Q.P. cit , No s 292 - 293 , 18-19 Apr 45) 

. 
3L'lr4 . St i l l furshor to thn north, Ninth U~S. _'\rmy, ho.ring 
r co. chod tho Elbe Ri -ver so1J.th of Mo.g]eburg on 11 Apr , v!ent on to 
sei ~ " e Brunswick or: tho follo ·1i ng d'J.y o.nd o.t tho so.mo tiI!lo to 
esta.blish o. bridgohoc.d o•rcr tho El~ o . .\ second bridgoheo.d , south 
of \'Vittonbergo on l J ).pr , 1."rno rr.::;.de by IlII U. 3 . Corps . M:igdeburg 
i t self fell on 1 8 .\p1, to ~~TIC TJ. S. Co r ps. i.loanvrhile the two bridge­
h •o.ds oust of tho Elbe River ho.d -Y 1' (lf'\; m 1ri ~ 11r>h_ drastic punishment 
t hat our troops had beon forced b ;__," le ~ - o.s Genera l Eisenhower 
r olo.tes 

A third o.t Burby h old firm us enemy a ttempts to destroy 
tho bridg e by flo::iting ~nines dovm t he river proved 
abortive, So ro.p id hnd bo on tho thrust to roach tho . 
Elbe that 6. ntEJ.bor of Gorrao.r: pocltets ho.d. been bypo.ssed 
on -tho WO.Y o T~1 c fore es in tho so , before being mopped · 
up, a tt empted to hnro. ss - the Allied lines of communication, 
but with lit tle SUCC 0 3S4 
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THE ENE"MY , 19 APR 4 5 

3L1-5. As for tho enemy , ho h8..d little left with which to 
dis puto Al l ied a.iir:.s . In t ho ca.st t ho Russ io.n n-v:c..lo.ncho ho.d to.ken 
on gigantic proportions cmt. 1·:as stoadily g:::i.ining momentum. in the 
o.11-out drivu to moot tho Amo ric:::i.n o.nd Brit ish Armies . For the 
western tc..sk forces the: bntt lo vrc1s now me.de u p of a seri es of 
drills ·which followed t he monoto nous pat tern Of pursuit , encirclo­
IDE:Jllt a nd nopping up . ,",.t tho v:es torn extromi ty of the front , the 
Ij ssol position , on vrh ich t __ e Enemy ho.d formed such h igh hopes , 
had beon broken by Gonor2l Cr c rnr?s non . On t ho Ca.nndi:::i.n right 
in Ger.m.ctrv proper o. sL1i l 2r typo of hopel ess struggle wo.s b eing 
w:::i.god o.nd o-vorywhcrc the Go r.w.2ns •.-vorc '"uoing driven bet.ck . The 
o.p}roo.ch es to the seo. which noYJ provid e d their · only exit wore no 
long er tho ros ponsi0ility of t he so l d. ier a.lone . So.ilors c.nd na.r­
inos h:J..d boon brought forrrnrd :Lro:r-i t ho no.vo.l stntions t o stem tho 
tide . · Those l e.s t r omncmts h ci.d hEJld strongly u. long tho Kusten 
C::i.nn l , but now tho infantry bridgcj:ioo.ds over tb.o.t obstacle were 
bein.g enla rged o.nd soon t:':l e Ca.no.d i :J.n ctrmour vmuld be renching out 
to Ernden o.nd VJi l hemsh::ivon . (1?irst Cdr: _'\.rrny Int Surn:tilo..ries .2l?. cit, 
Eos 291- 292 , 17 - 18 .'\pr 45 ) -

} c11r6 . On GonGr::i.l Donps oyt s fr :)nt , tho mo.in opposit ion 
co·r.ic from 8dd V!ehrnncht , r:l0.. ri·10 ::ind other ho.stily o.soern.b:lod 
o.ssortraC:mts oi' so -co.llecl f ight ing ncn u..11 <le r Gener::il Gunther Blw:i.­
ontri tt . According to o. l ater int e rrogation report 

BlUDontri tt ' s . st..lff c ontCl.inrnl only et f0w oporo.tionnl · 
officers nnd there wc.s pr2cti c o.lly no moo.ns of oora:nun­
icctt i ou . Tho Genor::il pur_posoly org::mized his now comiand 
so that he vmuld .:i l wnys bo facing tho Se cond British 
Jtr:my. · 

(1',ii·st Cdn Ar ii1.y Intorrosation Ro port on cit , No. 
20 , Goncro.l Gunther Blu.i.J.ontritt , .P • 13)-

'\t his intcrrogo.tion Blur.iontritt ro callod tho fino.l tnctico.l order 
he had rccoivod fro;:J. Borlin : 

It wo.s th2t t h o Ar::J.o urecl Division "Clo.us@w1tz " was to b e 
pushed t h rough f ron t h o ,.., ro~t 3ol to. u X 4-9 o.nc.1 no.ko for · 
th o Ho.rz 1..lou..ritn ins nin or<lor to cut off t 1_0 connu..."1ico.t ­
ions of t~10 .. \r:1ori co.ns ndvnnc i ng on Mc.gdeburg Y 60 1 and · 
to cn6.b l o tho Tvvelfth Gorno.n Arny to n ovo out 01' tho 
Ho.rz;i . This so co.llcd di vis i on consisted of o. 'bo ut two 
or three inf.:intry bo.t to.lions , · o.bout oight g uns nnd sone 
t wenty t~nks of various types . 

(Ibid ) ---
Actuc.lly this division got only ~s fQ r as Gifhorn ( ~r 93) . There 
it wns swL1.r.1pod by t ho strong ~\norico.n Forces i t WCL S ::itteTiptine; t o 
pu0~:. a.side . (Ibid nnd ~\EF : US/S econd w·l.. rny/ t.-F , Docket I ; Second .An:J.y 
In.4ollig"On c o Sunno.rics 31 Mo. r - 5 r.'Iay 45 , op cit , Nos 320 of 19 
Ap r 45 , 315 of 17 ~pr 45) 

347 . Tho opposition on t ho o.}pronches to mo.in Gerr.1:::i.n 
ports r er:m ined fo..irly stiff . South of Br onen tho GerrD.c..ns shovrnd· 
no i i1dicD .. tion to gi v o U) ou.sily . IL this nrc:::i. Corps Ens wa.s try­
ing dosperc..tcly to 1'Jnrd off t ho 3ritis~ thrus t wh ich vm.s o.bout to 
cut the H:::i.m.burg - Brenen :::i.utoo:J.~1.n o.nd · threQton ' Brenon f ror.! the 
rco.r . (First Cd1i Int Sur.fila.ry , on cit, No . c9 L~ - 20 Apr 4 5) . On 
tho oxt:cone l eft , hO'rrevor , nt Dcl:.1onhorst ( 609l) tho enemy had_ 
s l a ckened off slightly o..nd prisoners to.ken on 19 .:\pr sto.tod thnt 
this rel o.xc.. tion of of:Lort u2.s due to tho f~ct th ·.'.. t Delnonhorst 



was a h6spito.l :ireo. o.nd ·w:J.s to be abandoned . (First Cdn Army Int 
surn:1ury , .2.12. cit, No 293, 19 Apr 45 ) 

348 . · Since tho Wostorn ~l l ies had crossed the Rhino 
five weolcs previously tho battle of Gerr..1any ha.d completely o.ltered 
its course . The Allies ho.d svmng into terrific stride , exploit ing 
their nobil i ty to the full . ~'\.t t h o so.ne tine bot h tho Reich and 
tho Gcrr:io.n .:.1.rrJ.y wore being cut up into pockets which for reo.sons · 
of supply nlone c ould not hold out Buch longer . Facing tho Co.no.d­
ia.ns i;m. s an onm1y who hud tvro choices; surrender or death, the 
l a.ttor e i ther by fire or by wo..tor, for tho soo. offered nothing in 
the ·wo.y of os co.pe . . (First Cdn Arny Int Sumr:mrios , 2.l2. cit, No . 
293 , 19 Apr 4.5) • But the Cnno.d. i o.n t a sk vm s not to be o.n oo.sy one. 

·As our Intelligence s t aff observed : 

Tho s oldie r s , p2rnchutist nrrd sailors ••• hnvc received 
their orders . Thoy fight beca use they hnvo boon told 
to do so nnd bocn use for so long o.s they can re:m.enber 
they ho.vo clone nothing l)~t obey orders. 

(Ibid , No. 294, 20 Apr 4.5) 

THE SITUATION OF FIRST CDN Aill:IY , 1200 HRS 19 APR 4.5 

349. It hnd boon i n tondod earlier thnt General Crero.r's 
troo~s woul d go past tho River Wes er a s fnr as Hnnburg , and then 
cl oo.r tho Cuxhnven peninsula ns well ns tho area of Emden - · 
Wilhenshaven ; additional r esponsibilities were Frisian Isla nds, 
ox clusivo of He ligolnnd. But :t s t h e situo.tion developed fresh 
instructi ons indicQt Gd that our first ~riority lay in North-west 
Ge runny. Thus on th is do..to we sec tho Cnno.dian right wing mnking 
steady yet not ro.picl progress a.long its o.. ctivu front , which stret­
ched from tho positions pros ently hold by Ha j-Gon Vokes t a.rr .. 10ured 
r econnaissc.nce roe; i n cnt ( 29 Cdn Arn.d Re ece Regt) out of -Ga.rrel n.i.'ld 
north of Clo_ppenburg wostwo.rds t o 10 Cdn Inf Bel.e ' s n ow bridgo-
heud ovor the Kusten Co.no. l nt Edewochtordnr.~1 (north of FriGsoytho). 
Fron this point tho .:?OSi tion ra.n wos t a.gain following tho co.mil 
lino to its jun ction with tlio E.ns Rivor , whore 1 Pol ... \rnd Div, in 
opora.ting o.strido tho river , vro. s now o.pplying its strength pnrtic­
ulo..rly a.l ong tlio o:ist ba.nk . . ( W. D , G .s . , H. Q,. ,_i Cdn .. Armd Bde, 
10 Cdn Inf Bde , 19 :~pr tr.5 ; o.lso F i rst Cdn Array Liaison Offrs 
Reports .2J2 £._it 191600B G Ops 2 Cdn Corps ; o.lso First Cdn ArTJ.y/C/H 
Docket III: Sitreps: Folios 2B & 30 , Ms gs G.O. 15 8 , 19 Apr 4.5, 
162, 19 Apr 4.5) 

350. West of tho Ens Rivor 3 Pol Inf Bde Gp held a · 
broken line facing Weenor (7 4 08) and Bund a (6810) fron the south. 
Further -wost tho front ho.d boon sta bilizEJCl f ron Nieuwe - Schcms 
( 6409) · through Oostorwoldo (.5 ~1 2) on to tho o.roo. of Siddoburen 
( 4216 ), whero c on tact was being r: o.in t a. inod with eloraents of 7 Cdn 
Ro6co Rogt of 3 Cdn Inf Div (Firs t Cdn 'Arny · ops Loe.2Q 'cit, 18 Apr 
4 .5; serials 92;· 19 Apr 4.5 , seria ls 10,.~- , 109; 20 ·.Apr 4.5 ,--s8'rials 
30, 40; also W.D., 7 Cdn Reece Rogt , 19 ~pr 45), The prosonce of 
7 Cdn Rocco Regt in this sector wc.t-o t~ J.v ..L vo ult of c-ertn.in r1odif ­
ico.tioris in tho o. lloca tio:r:. of rospo--isibility to Maj-Gen Keefer's 
troops . When l a st nonti onoCJ.. ( 17 :1.._p11

) , 3 Cdn I nf Di vt s con tJolido.ted 
o.reas wore ns follows : 

7 Cdn Inf Bde were gi von tho o.ren fr6n STEENVl/IJK Wost to 
tho river IJSSEL and South to ZWOLLE. 8 Cdn Inf Bd o 
were given the a.ran South of tho H.::\RLING-I!N - LEEU\.'I ... illDEN 
r o..il way , and tho intervening· sector including · tho coast 
line wost of tho LEEUJARDEI:J - HEERENVEEN road. 9 Cdn Inf 



Bde were given t he t ask of cons ol idating North of the 
HAt"'1LINGEN - r~r:UW1'ffiT)EN - Zi'!AGERVEEN railway, a nd guard­
i n t he c oast line ~ 

(Weekl y SUiliillc.ry of Ops, 3 Cdn I nf Div, . 
012_ £.~~~~ 15 ! .. pr - 21 Apr 4.5) 

3.51. Thi[: allocation , howev e ~: , had been modifi E:Jd some -
wh a t on 18 Apr. On tha-c date as tho olf i c ial s ummary of operation 
stat es: 

The area 3.S fo.r Eois·'J ad Gruningon boc amo a 3 Cdn Inf 
Div r espo:·1s j_b1li.'l:,y c 7 L!cti1 Inf' Bdo turned ov er most of 
t heir r os·9ons i bili ·cy to t hr· Du·c ch Re s i s t an ce and moved 
t o the now o.ron o 8 Cc1n :1~ lli~ Bdo somewhat Gnla r god the ir 
sector to i ,..,c0:Lncle s:--1no 0 f that vactaed b y 7 Cdn Inf Bde. 

The only r oal c bango i n 3 Cdn Inf :O i v ~ s present di sposi ti on wa s 
on th e right. 7 Cc1n Jn.t Bdo v,•c.s nr.w facing nor t h - oast on tho 
line Hoogozand ( 3 ·~08) - ·Ne l t c1·.:; nrr.. ( 7 · ~ o ) -· :Fraamkl a p (2.527) 
(First Cdn Ar my Op :i~og , op c i t, 2 :J AI:>r ' ~ se r ial _32; a l s o W .D~., 
H. Q. 7 Cdn I n f Bdo an d ur~ft"sT;- L ordo:c t o gi VG a mo r e de t a iled 
picture o f tho pos i ti ons hold by B:·: i gadior T . G. Gibson' s men , th e 
Rifle Dr igade ts war diary i s quotod 

R. Wpg Rif were posi tioned on t he outskirts of GRONI NGEN 
coveri ng t ho NORTP.:-Ei'..ST!.~j(N app roache s t o t ho t own vmilo 
Regina Ri f 8 milG s to t ho l·~Oft'i1H cont ro l led r o junc, 
villages of WJNSUM, 1827 , ONDETIDE!.'IDJ1.M, 2327, and 
~ITDD'ELSTUI1f , 262tL. I Cl Scot R so r.io 9 rni l o s SOUTH-EAST 
of GRONINGElq 12oved into the towns of HOOGEZJ\ND , 3408 
and KOLH.Af.:I , 3? 10 ,, /! sq:1 7 Re cc e :Rcgt and. a sqn of ROD 
wer e pu t u:id er bde (;or1::'1. ar:.·-·. a ,:;p of 27 Ar md Regt wa s 
wor king with :L:. " WJ;>g Hif ~ During the afternoon R. Wpg R .. 
YJ ~. ' t.. L' l:c.:..: .~· ~i ' ~°'J ·. ~·:., ~T' -·-". t.:1 :' :'··, · ~J.1~:11 ·.:- ? f_ .. }1Ggina Rif. 

(W. D. , H . r), . 7 Cdn I nf Bde , 19 Apr 4.5) 

3.52. The T' t'-.iV .' r ·ns o ~ cnpant al' this s a ctor, a s ha s al-
r eady bee n r e l a t e · , v:as 2 can I n: .i vi but .n cv·l thnt f o r mation was 
in th e act of moving (on the d :L o .:; ·~· c·.'d.er of tho · .. -in-C.) to 
Lt-Gen Simonds Y right flank 1Gc:ri.>):i.·a l Crerar t s Dispatch .5 May 45, 
~cit. , para .35) '!> Tho ci.ivis i.nnal ;:1 u::.-r7.'::!. r;·r o f opo ro. t ions for the 
we eK, 1.5-21 Apr rec ords t l1i :-:: j _ :o.po:i.'~;affc movo in the so wo r ds: 

On 18 Apr, HQ 2 Cdn .:.:.1.f ~ i v ;i r o cecdod south through 
ASSEN , HOOG:CVL:.21 1nd B.f,,,7T\Bli. G~'- befo !'O tu:-ning e ast 
throu ght H:UmI:I'Urlh T': OVl.'~-' tho 0 IBHI J.'.:S'RT.SCq Cana l, and 
across tho Dutch- Go::.unn fI'l nt i o:r in sq_uare 2 R~-O. Up . 
to this poi !1t, th e r0ad :-t had 'been l j 110d with t he Dutch 
poop l o, who .r. ,vG a Y J r .'i .: n th·u.siast ic wolcomo t o the 
troop,_; ~ 

Conti nu ing oas L°:'B.~ ·: ' s ov r " •,.; r .rontier , HQ 2 Cdn Inf 
Div passed t hrougll ·.:, ""·SEN , 1T!-"'~1IAFS and NORDHORN . The 
River Ems ·v-1as orossod. c - ;· t ··):r· LINGEN and t he fir s t stage 
of t h i s l ong 2mu ncy f r0 _' G .. tu.d _, __ ... ~n ended a f t er 110 
mi l es nea:t' H.:lSE.LUNNF. ~ r, E t l"i8 f ollow::i..~.:-: d~y ( 19 Apr) 
HC'~ 2 Cdn Int' Di.,., traver ~-, .... d bhe r emaining '3 7 mile s fr~m 
Hi\;SELUNNE , through JJ)NIN, 8IT, to a posi t ion .:.. . ~ - '-3:' ' ~ ,.. 0 
2676 approxima t e l y 5 nil us :1or 1.1 h - 0 n "' J· of' r J.01:rpenburg · 
(square 2 0 7 2)~ 
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(Vlcckly "Summry of Ops, 2 Cdn Inf Div, 
2.£ ~' 15- 21 Apr 45) 

As soon a.s tho Divisiono..l ho:i.dqunrters n rrived in its nGW a.rea. 
on 19 Apr , the c or110.nclo r nnd his stqff boga.n .l_)la.nning f or the 
no:~t offensive a gains t Old enburg (ibid) -
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P!i.RT III 

The Operations of First 
can fJ:mY, 20 Apr-5 May 45 

353 . The t opogr aphy of the area through which the main 
Canadian advance was mov i ng lent itsel~ to def ence and as 
General Crer ar states in his dispatch 

·-. 

The enemy was able to block the approaches to his 
positions through the surrounding peat bogs with 
barriers and mines and to cover these with concentrated 
f i re . Notwithstanding the collapse of the German 
ar mies elsewhere on· the western front, the 2nd Para­
chute 0orps was still maintaining good control . In 
part the troops a vailable to def end this territory and 
the ports lying on the sea coast wer e compos ed of naval 
units . These nautical el ements shoV1 ed more spirit 
than dexterity in the ir unaccustomed role as i~antry . 

But in the bitter struggle being waged between the lower 
reaches of the Wes er and Ems the parachutists still 
fought with their accustomed f anaticism and skill at 
arms . 

(General Crerer ' s Dispc toh, 
5 May 45 , ~ cit , para 34) 

True enough , the awkward natur e of the ter rain had slowed up 
oper ations into North-Wester n Germany , but , even coupled wit~ 
fanatici sm and skill at arms , it was not enough to divert the 
deluge which was steadily engulfing the enemy' s forces . 

POLISH OPERATIONS NORTH OF THE KTJSTEN CANAL , 
19- 21 APR 45* 

354 . 10 Pol Armd Bde Gp established a bridgehead across 
the Kusten Canal west of Haar (76 39) at 1030 hours on 19 Apr. 
Progr ess was good for by i;50 hours a bridge had been complet ed 
and a squadron of erm0ur was over t he canal . (First Cdn Army 
Liaison offrs r epor ts , _£E cit, 191600D G. Ops, 2 Cdn Cor ps). 
It was expected that the opposition would s oon crumble and that 
the two brigade groups woul d proceed northwards unhindered . 
(Ibid) . Having no wish to give up ground so easily however, 
tli<30nemy contested the edvance towar ds Aschendort (7395) more 
heavily , although the Polos managed to capture Leh o (7289) . 
(Fir st Cdn Army Ops Log, April 1945, £12 cit , 19 Apr 45 , serials 
104 , 107 , 108 , 20 Apr 45, s&rial 2) - • 

355 . Shortly after midnigh~ 19/20 Apr , one of the 
Polish armour ed gr oups (1 Pol Armd Regt and 1 Pol Inf Bn) 
r epor ted that the woods south- west of Neu HGr brum (7592) were 
clear a nd that the attack on the village Aschs~dorf (7595) would 
follow . A great deal of prv3surc was r equired .11 ong this route 
and numer ous skirmishe s with the Gorman r ear guards t ook place 

K Referenc u maps : G.S.G.S. 4416 , Centra l Europe 1 :100 ,000 
Ml - Groningen, M2 - Oldenburg , L2 -
V/ilhelmShaven; also Appx "fl.". 
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bef or e Aschendorf (7395) was fina l ly captur~d by 1830 hours 20 
Apr . Meenwhile a r eport had arr ived at 2 Cdn Cor ps Headquart ers 
s tating that 24 Polish Lancers had brokon away t o the right of 
Aschendor f cr Kampe and wer G heading for th6 Bor gurwald- Pnpenburg 
road . An armoured gr oup thereupon thrus t forward , l eav.ing tw o 
companies of 9 Pol In1' Bn t o clear l.schendorf. The r oads leading 
from this small community to the bridges over the Ems on th6 
west and north wer e quickly s ecured by consolidet i ng the main 
r oad Aschend orf-Rh~de (6896) and seizing the village of Tunxdorf 
{7199) . (First Cdn .ti:rmy Lia ison Offr s R~port, ~cit , 2016JOB, 
SO 2 Cdn Cor ps ; also First Cdn Iu:my Ops Log , ~ ci:r;-at 20 Apr 
45 , serials 29 , )8 , 51, 63 , 85 , 94 , 104) 

356 . The advance continued during the night 20/21 Ii.pr, 
and on ths mor ning of 21 i ... pr 3 Pol Inf Bde (partially r~lieved 
of its commitments west of the Ems River by 3 Cdn Inf Div) 
cr ossed t he Kusten t o r einforc e the main effort . This gr oup 
assumed the t ask of clearing the area immediat ely north of the 
canal in the triungle Neuleha {7789) - Wildes Moor {8193} -
Bor germoor (8391) and of opening the r oute Borgermoor -
Papenburg. Meanwhile t he cr moured brigc.de , having r ea ched the 
outskirts of Pupcnburg , had passed its inrantry through to clear 
the way. It was under s t ood th.E!t a r egr ouping would take place 
as soon as the Poles wor e fully r elieved west of the Ems . At 
that time the armour ed brigade group would t ako over the r espon­
sibility of the ent ire ar ea bounded by Papenburg - Borgermoor -
Bockhorst (8991) - Rhaudermoor {8805) while the infantry group 
would pr ess on eas twar ds t o secure the noxt main r oute nor th 
of the ca na l f r om Sedelaber s (0093) to Bolli ngen (9604) . (First 
Cdn A:rmy Liaison Offrs Reports , .£E cit , 211JOOB , G. Ops 2 Cdn 
cor ps ; also First Cdn lU'mY Ops Log , .£E cit, at 21 Apr 45 , 
serials 34 , 88) -

INTENTIONS OF 2 CDN CORFS , 20 l.PR. 45~ 

357. Lt- GGn Simonds had on 20 Apr told the Pol i sh 
Commander that his immudia t e tasks {after ~upenburg wus clear) 
would be t o probe for a crossing of the Leda river on the road 
t o Leer, but , if this r oute proved to be too strongly held , then 
the main wei ght of tho Polish efrort .must be transferred towar ds 
Varel . On the swnc day ~ G. O.C. 2 Cdn Corps hnd conferred 
with the commanders of 3 Cdn Inf Div and 5 Cdn Armd Div to impr ess 
upon them the importance of i,he c ompl et e r elief of 3 Cdn Inf Div 
by the t r oops of Maj -Gen B.M. Hoffmeistur ' s formetion . This 
would free the infantr y division f or its t ask of first moppi ng 
up west of the Ems River mid then following the Poles with its 
object of taking on L6er if that plcce called f or en infantry 
attack . The war diary of 2 Cdn Corps outlined the tasks es 
f ol lows: 

(a) 3 Cdn Div to r elieve 1 Pol Armd Div complete WEST 
of R EMS and clear enemy f r om pockets in t bet 
areu , also t o prepar e for inf bde cssoult acr oss 
R Leda into Leer 3nd open WEENER - LEER r d , then 
t o advcncc via AURICH on t o EMDEN . 

( b) 4 Cdn J...rmd Dlv t o complbte crossing of KUSTEN 
K.l'..Ni\L , odvance on ZivISCH:ENAHNER .MEER, strike El.ST 
t o OLDENBURG and if it is too str ongly held for an 
~rmd div to cepture , to capture and s eal off 
nor ther n exits and cl ose up t o R WESER . 

* Refer ence maps as f or par a 354 . 




