
J 

NOTE 

This is a preliminary narrative and should not be regarded 
as authoritati ve . It has not been checked for accuracy in 
all aspects , and its interpretations are not necessarily 
those of the Historical Section as a whole. 

Ce texte est preliminaire et n'a aucun caract~re officiel . 
On n'a pas verifie son exactitude et l es interpretations 
qu' il contient ne sont pas necessairement cell es du Service 
hi storique . 

Directorate of History 
National Defence Headquarters 
Ottawa , Canada 
KlA OK2 

July 1986 



R E P 0 R T NO . 41 

I:ITSTORICAL SECTION ( G. S . ) 

ARMY HEADQIT.:..RTERS 

20 Jul 51 

The German Defences in the Courseulles ­
St , Au1.in Area of the Normandy Coast 

Information from Ge rman Sour ces 

CCNTENTS 

lliTRODUCTORY 

Elm.Y DEVELOPMENTS (1941 - 1942) 

DEVELOPMENTS IN 1943 

S ITUJjoTION ON 6 JUN 44 

General Remarks 

State of Defences 

Dispos i tions of 716 Inf Div 

CONCLUS ION 

l\PP:HNDICES 

GERMhN PERSCNJ~ N 1\MES 

GEHMliN SOURCES 

PARAS 

1 - 6 

7 - 15 

16 - 23 

24 - 33 

24 

27 

32 

34 

I 

II 

III - IV 

PAGE 

1 

2 

10 

13 

13 

14 

18 

19 

• 



... - -
t D I C l ·A I i i'1 t 1 • .. 

by "~ OHO ~J._ 
0. • fOf DH•t NOHQ 

18; lmV 3 1986 -
ABBREVIATIONS 

J.meri can 

G. M. D.S. German Military Documents Secti on 

O. C. M. H. Office of the Chief of Military History 

Foreign Studies Branch 

German 

F. S . B. 

O. B. Oberbefohlshaber 
Commander- in- Chief 

OKW Oberkommando der Wohrmaoht 
Armed Forces High Command 

OKH Oberkommando des Heores 
J:rmy High Commnnd 

WFSt Wehrnachtsfuehrungsstnb 
JU'mod Forces Operations Staff 



R E P 0 R T NO. 41 

HISTORICAL mx::TICN ( G.S . ) 
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St, Aubin Area of the Normandy Coast 

Information from German Sources 

RESTRICTED 

20 Jul 51 

1 . A general outline of the German anti-
invasion measures in the West in 1943 and 1944 has been 
supplied in Historical Section Report No. 40, German 
Defence Preparations in the West . The successive steps 
from mere coast watching to the orders for creating an 
Atlantic Wall .have been described in Historical Secti on 
Report No . 36 , The Develo ent ·or the German Defences in 
the Die e Sector 1 0 - • t e ta ons 
aris ng from he dear of or ginal source mater ial • the 
present report sets forth the development and the status 
on 6 Jun 44 of the Germe.n defences in the Caen sector in 
generali a.rid the assault sector of 3 Cdn In f Di v in 
particu ar. 

2 . With the German Navy and Air Force virtually 
eliminated and the German economic and manpower resources 
dwindling ever more Hitler ' s plan of making thousands of 
coastal miles invasion-proof was bound to fail . With not 
enough to go around of anything but propaganda , German 
defence preparations had been centred in the str ategically 
most tempting coastal area~, while others had been more or 
less neglected. To the credit of Allied planners the 
assault was launched against one of the l ess well built-
up sectors . 

3. On 6 Jun 44 the immediate defence of the 
coastal area from 1J3nelles- sur- Mer (exclusive} to 
Franceville-~a-Plage (inclusive) (east of the mouth of 
the River Orne) was the r esponsibility of too 716th 
Gennan In:fantry Division (static} . The divisional area 
was designated "Coastal Defence Sector Caen"; Divisional 
Headquarters were at Caen. While some minor elements of 
21 Pz Div were in the sector and U!lder command of 716 
Ini' Div some minor elements of 716 Int' Div were in the 
sector to the l eft under command of 352 Inf Div. The 
n~ighbour on the right was 711 Inf Div. 

4. RoughJ.y speaking the Canadian front of 
assault extended from Vaux (inclusive ) to St. Aubin 
(inclusive) . The infantry opposition encountered on 6 
Jun was · f'urnished in the main by 2 Bn 736 Inf Regt of 716 
Inf Div. It required very great fortitude to attack 
the strongly entrenched defenders , but even more formidable 
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opposition was encountered later when the Ger.man armoured 
reserves were brought into play. The present report deals 
only with the origin o.nd development of the defences en­
countered in the initial phase. 

5. The original source material has been lent 
to Hist Sec (G.S.) by the United States Department of the 
Army , The Adjutant Generul ' s Office, German Military 
Documents Section, Washington, D. C. Additional infonnation 
has been adduced from some of the studies which were 
prepared after the conclusion of the Second World Wa:r by 
German senior officers for the United States Department of 
the krmy, Office of the Chief of Military History, 
W~shington , D.C . 

6. In all CQses where a reproduction of the 
source docfunen t is being permanently retained by Hist 
Sec (G.S .), the first reference to the document is · 
followed by the Hist Sec (G.S. ) Moster Index Number . 

EARLY DEVELOP.MEN.rs (1941 - 1942) 

7. 716 Inf Div was organized at the beginning 
of May 1941. At the end of the month it moved into training 
quarters in the Rouen area·. Late in June the Division was 
quartered in the Coutance - St . L8 area; on 17 Jul it was 
dispatched to the west coast of the Cherbourg peninsula to 
protect the Lessay - Barneville sector . In November it 
moved inland-for guard duties, in January i t was Fifteenth 
Army Reserve, in .February it underwent training i n the 
Charleroi· region, in the l atter part of March i t moved to 
the Caen - Carentan area of NoI'I!landy {G.M.D.S . - 24183/1, 
716 Inf Div , W.D. 1 Mny 41 to 31 Oct 42 ). In this area 
the forn:ation remained on coast defence duty until March 
1944, when it was concentrated in the·caen sector , and 
v~rtually destroyed there on 6 Jun 44. 

8. On 20 Mar 42· the Division · assumed command 
of the 90- km.-wide Carentan - Co.en sector . It relieved 323 
Inf Div , which was moving to the Eastern front (ibid). 
The divisi6nQ1 sector was known as Coo.st Defence~tor 
ttCalvados". The le:rt portion was Coast Defence Group 
"Bayeux" , the right one Coo.st Defence Group "Caentt. Group 
Bayeux was divided into Sub-Group "Vire " (left) and "Bessin" 
(right) ; Group Ca en was div i ded into Sub-Group "Seull es" 
(le :rt ) and "Orne" { rigb. t ) : 

V~re 

I 
BAYEUX 

I 
I 

Bess in 

cJm 
I I 

Seulles I Orne 

(Ibid) -
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9, From the time of i ts or ganization until 
1 11.:pr 43 , the Di vis ion was commanded by Lt Gen Matterstock; 
his successor was Maj Gen (lat er Lt Gen) Wilhelm Richter 
(para 17 below ), Next high.er in the ' ohain of command in 

Normandy was Higher Command 60 at St. t 6'. On 28 May 42 
Higher Command 60 was enl arged and upgraded to Headquarters 
84 Int' Corps.* This Corps (and with it 716 Inf Div) passed 
under the command of Seventh /u:my on 15 May 42 (ibid). 
From then on till wel l after the invasion, the rrglit 
boundary · of 716 Inf Div was also the right Corps and Army 
boundary. A location map of the divisions under Seventh 
Ju:my on 24 Aug 42 appears in photostat ic form as Appendix "A" 
to the present report (G.M.D.S. - 28680/21, Seventh f)Xmy , 
Reports of Chief Engineer Officer, l May - 31 Dec 42) 
(Photostat 981A7(D4J). 

10. The movement of 716 Inf Div to its permanent 
sector coincided with the intensificat ion of the coast 
defence preparations dena.nded by Hitler in Ft!hrer Directive 
No . 40 , of 23 Mar 42 (H. S . Report No . 36 , 2..£ cit , para 37 ). 
By the middle of June road blocks had been-installed at 
sui table points , a modest mine-layimg programme had been 
carried out, am. several harbour · entrances , including that 
of Courseulles , had been blocked. The troops were working 
on field fortifications ; special w6rk in the sector was 
carried out by 89 Fortress EtEgr Bn. On 15 Aug 42 the 
Divisi6n numbered approximately 6000 all ranks and 1600 
horses . On 18 Aug orders were given for the creation of 
a ~trongpoint to protect the special fur Force equipment 
(wclrzburg and Frefa r adar equipment ) at Douvres. (W.D. 
71~ I _nf Div, 2.E. c t )· 

11. .At the Fuehrer Conference of 13 Aug 42 , 
Hitl er had committed himself to the creation of "an 
impregnable fortress along the Channel am 1~tlantio coast", 
the· so-called "Atlantic Wall" ( H.S. Re:{>ort No. 36 , para 
63·). On 25 A.Uf!, Marshal v6n Rundstedt (since 8 Mar 42 agailm. 
c .-in-C. West (0.B~West)), i ssued his avn executive or der , 
Bas i c Order No . 14 , in which he announced the fundamental 
change im the nature of the coast aefence planning and 
construction (ibid, para 64) . By September 716 Inf Div 
was embarking on what it cautiously called "preparat ions n 

. *~he headquarters of 84 Inf Corps was located at 
$t. L8 until 16 Jun 44. 

Commanders: 1942 1 Apr 43 

1 Apr 43 l Aug 43 

l Aug 43 - 12 Jun 44 

Gen Arty Behlendorff 
(H.c.60, l ater 84 Inr 
Corps) 

Lt Gen Gustav von Zangen 
(Subsequently Cmdr 87 Inf 
Corps in Italy) 

Lt Gen (later Gen ) 1.:rty 
Erich Marcks 
{killed in air at tack 
on 12 Jun 44) 
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for the work to be done 1n"th1s connecti on in its own sector* 
(W. D. 716 Inf Di v, .Q.:e. cit) . All construction work on the 
Atlantic Wall was graded according to its urgency , and the . 
priority rating of each project determined whether it was to ' 
be carried out in the first, second, or a later "wave" of 
work. In the area. of 716 Inf Div, work on the Sub- Group "Orne" 
(extreme right) was given a rating of' first priori ty; work 
on the Sub- Group "Vi re" ( extreme lef·t ) a r ating of second 
pr iori ty ; while "Seulle" O.nd "Bassin" apparently were to be 

·--dealt with •tin due courso . "** (Ibid) 

12. At the end or ·october 1942 (on the basis of' 
an OKH directive of 7 Oct 42, and a Seventh A:rmy order of 
25 Oot 42 ) the Division issued the first 1n a ser ies of 
orders f'or its own transformation by the end of the year 
into a static (podenstBn.d~ Division*** (G.M. D.S. - 39431/2, . . . 

*The flies of Seventh Army' s Chief Engineer Officer 
conf'irm that work on the Atlantic wall was slow in gett 1ng 
under way. Several months were lost in waiting for the ?>lue 
prints for the serialized mass-production of fixed types . 
In the fall of 1942 there were about 18 , 000 workers of the 
Construction ·organization Todt ( O. T. ) in the Channel I slands , 
and a.bout 60 , 000 in the mainland area of Seventh Army [very 
few 1n 716 Inf Div sector]. On the mainland at least their 
number was much too small to cope with the vast programme 
scheduled. And whilst on one hand the training of the 
troops began to be neglected far the s ake of field forti­
fications i t became increasingly difficult to enlist and 
keep forelgn workers for the construc l:iion forces proper. 
AfJ an example of the difficulties encountered, the Chief 
Engineer cites the o6nsequences of the British air raid on 
I.orient , on 4 Dec 42 , when 2000 foreign workers vanished. 
In addition it was necessary to bring 1n 1 , 5001 workers tor 
c l earing up the debris, so that there was a temporary total 
loss of 3,500 workers . (Seventh Army, Reports of Chief 
Engr Offr, 2R cit) 

**In October 1942 a total of 40 installations in the 
"Orne" Group received a first priority rating. Of these : 

28 were for 716 Inf Div, 

2 for the Navy (Naval Signal Bunkers Caen and 
Riva- Bella }, and 

10 for the Air Force (at Douvres . 

*** . 

5 for G.A. F. Sigs; and 
5 for Flak units ) . 

(W . D. 716 Inf Div , ~ oit ) 

For the purposes of the present report interest 
attaches primarily to the compos ition of the Division at 
the tlme of invasion. The successive organizational 
changes from October 1942 to May 1944 are neitlier fully 
documented , nor are they being dealt with here. The main 
components of the Division at the f> eginning of June 1944 
are l i sted further below (para 32) c 

. . ; 
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716 Inf Div, W. D. 1, Vol I of ApJE, Appx: 21, 30 Oot 42) 
(Photost at ·98lD716(D2)) . Such static .divisions wer e found 
i n many sectors of the Atlantic crust . They had almost no 
mobility, and their personnel was on the Whole of lower 
category than that of normal combat divisions . Their nain 
advantage was seen in t he opportunity they off er ed to the 
officers of t h i nking out in detail every possible course of 
enemy action, and to the men of becoming intimately ac­
quainted by day and by night with every feature of the 
gr?und t hey were eventually to ~efend . 

13. I n December 1942 , Lt Gen Matterstock issued 
a oom,Prehensive and revised "Direot iv e for the Defence of'. · · 
t he Coast i n the Sector of 716 Inf Div" (G. M. D.S. - 39431/7, 
716 I nf Div, W. D. 1 , Vol VI of Apps Coast Defence · 
Documents (/Jcte "Kltstenverteidigung~), Kacpfor dnun.g , 20 Dec 
42) (Photostat 981D716(D3 )). Th.:.e to subs equent change~ 
in the organi zation and the boundaries of the Divi s i on , 
only the broad principles and appreciations in this 
document have ret ained significance. After describing 
for instance the dangers and di:rficulties of landing 
operations in the s actor , parti cul ar) y on the coast f r om 
Luo t o Manvi eux , the Divis i on commander stated in 
summation : 

"Major l andings in the sector are improbable" . 

(loo cit , p . 3) 

The naval appreciations on which these views must have been 
based are not on hand, but tho available documents and 
narratives make the c onclusion irresistible that this 
concept · remained fUndamentally unchanged until the sp.r ing 
of 1944. Lt Gen Max Peosel , c. of s . Seventh 1..rmy f r om 
20 May 43 - 7 Aug 44, wri tes : 

It must be emphasized time and again that 
the Naval experts considered a landing on the 
Calvados coast as improbable . Later statements 
to the contrary are incorrect . 

{O. C.M. H. , F.S. B., MS B- 621 , Richter , The 
Battle of 716 Inf Div i n Normandy, Appendix : 
Comments by Lt GEil Pemsel) (981BCM(D97)) 

14. On the basis of hi s fUll knowledge of the 
event s i n ques tion , Lt Gen Rudolf Schmetzer , O. B.West ' s 
Inspector of Fortifications from Aug 40 to Feb 44 , and 
l ater Gen.eral of Engineers and Fortress es 12 in the West, 
has prepared for o.C. M. H, a narrative dealing with the 
preparation of the Atlantic Wall. In this study he 
explains why not more attent i on was pai d to the preparation 
of the Calvados sector : 

• •• In the opinion of the Navy , however , 
the area cast of the mouth of the Vire river was 
not sui table for this purpose (large-scale 
landing] . Although the coast northwest and 
north of Caen offered favourable landing 
conditions , it was too fill' away for close co-
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operation with the forces landed on the east 
coast of the Cotentin . It appear ed out of 
question that the c ent re of gr avity of a large 
scnl e landing would be placed in the area of 
Caen right from t he beginning. 

This all the mor e , as it was impossible 
that the attacker would have been able to take 
possession of the important port of Cherbourg 
within the short time we considered to be of 
decisive inf'luence on the success of the landing • 

••• I~ a · jutJ.p- off basis for an offensive on 
the continent , this urea had the di sadvant age that 
the lnva.ding f orces would first have to fight thei r 
way ecross t he ent ire country of F.ranoe to reach 
the Ger.o.nn border, where they could begin the 
decis ive thrust into Ger.many. For such an 
operation, the Channel coast .further north 
(south of Boulogne as fe:r as the mouth o f the 
Somme river a:ld the flat end extensive Flemish 
coast beyond the Scbeldt river ) was much more 
favourable besides being suitable for large- scale 
landings . Therefor e they were consider ed as 
more immedi ately endanger ed • 

• • • The "invas i on" sector was t he l east 
devel6pej! of ull the sectors along the Channel 
coast , which were endangered by l ar ge- scale 
l andings . The "Artificial Harbour" constructed 
by the iUlies came as a bad surpr i se •••• 1.s the 
German authorities had not reckoned with this 
innovation$ could i ndeed not have expected i t· 
[si c] , they had underestir!eted the impor tance , 
which the coastal sector near Caen now had gained 
as a fdvourable point far such a landing, But 
t his woul~ not have been serious had Org Todt 
not failed to ac~ieve construction i n the time 
planned. 

(O. C;M. H.: F. S. B., MS B- 668 , Sobmetzer, Atl antic 
Wall , Invas ion Sector , Jun 42 - Jan 44J (Quoted 
from Part III) 

15. The guidi ng principles lai d dONn for the 
divisi ons r lght at the c oc. :;~ r emained unchanged on the 
whol e from the tine they were f ormul ated to the t 1.me of 
the i nvasion. The gener a l b ackeround of 716 Inf Div' s 
defence on 6 Jun /.J+. can well be read from the mai n points 
set rorth in the Divisional Directive of 20 Deo 42 
(para l J above) : 

• • • 

Bas i c 

The t ask of the Division , and therewith of every 
un:i:t cornitt ed in the sector i s : 

"Prevention of any enemy landing, and 
i n the event of a succ esstul lending, compl ete 
destruction of t he enemy force ," 
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The Division stands, fights and conquers on 
the coast . In the event of an enemy landing 
operation, no command post and no formation may 
initiate or order a movement to the rear . 

(page 21) 

• • • • 

Cho.in of Commend 

The Division Colll.mrulder is responsible for 
the preparation and the carrying out of the 
defence of the Division ' s coastal sector. He is 
the responsible ground commanjer in his cocst 
defence sector . He includes nnd commits in­
dividunlly all who bear er.ms in hi s operational 
zone -- r egardless of the br'lilch of the 1..rmed 
Forces to which they bel ong . The required work 
potential of the shore supply servi ces for the 
naval forces , as well as the preparedness for 
commitment of the Air Force ground organizat i on , 
and the flak protect ion of the a ir fields , must 
rema in guaranteed , insofar as the forces are not 
otherwi se involved by ground fighting operati ons . 
The commanders of tho coast defence groups .'.'!Ild 
sub- groups , as well ns the commanding officers 
of the strongpoints and resistance nests a.re 
r~spons ible wi t hin the limits of their juris­
diction for the preparation and car ry; ng out of 
the defence of their coastal sectors . The 
necessar y instructionstherefor are recei ved by 
them from the Division .... (page 21) 

*coast Defence Terminology : 

Resistance Nest (Widerstandsnest ) 

A small self- contained defence work 

Strongpoint (Stuetzpunkt) 

Consists of several Resistance Nests 

Group of Strongpoints (Stuetzpunktgruppe) 

Consists of several strongpoints with .mutual fire 
support grouped for the defence of a r elatively 
small f'ortified e.ren under unified comoa.nd . 

Deferd ed /.:ran 

Compris es the all- round defence by fortif'icatiolis 
of larger and particularly important localiti es , 
like U- boat pens , larger ports and estuaries . 

Fortress 

Certain inportant harbours designated Fortresses 
on 19 Jan 44 and 3 Mar 44 

( For greater det ail see H.S . Report No . 36 , para 43 ) 
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Conduct of Operations 

The forc es in the coastal sector conduct 
the fighting from field forti:fication-11.ke or 
f~rtress-like installations , the fighting 
potential of which is considerably increased 
by the large·number of static weapons (anti­
l anding guns; anti- tank gun.S , heavy an4 light 

. mn.chine · guns ~ flamethrowers , heavy and l i ght 
mortars , etc. ) • • ••• 

The shelters and firing positions of the 
forces committed in the rear · areas of the main 
battle f i eld (local reserves , company head­
quarters detachments~ staffs and sub-sector 
r eserves , artillery natteries and troops , naval 
and Air Force installations) are to be devel oped 
as strongpoints or r esistance nests •••• 

(Page 22) 

By means of constructions and all- r ound · 
defence , and by allocating suitable strength , 
and supplies of ammunition and rations , all 
strongpoints must [be made to ] t'ulfil the 
requirements for holding out against a superior 
enemy, even for a considerable time. They must 
hold the installations entrusted to them as 
permanent ones ( Fost~ Plaetze) down to the l ast 
mnn . 

(Page 23) 

I nfantry • ••• 

Inf Reserves : In the event of an enemy · 
landing on the coast , or of parachute and air­
borne oper ations in tbs coastal hinterland, 
local reserves, compony reserves , and sub-sector 
reserves must intervene on their own initiative 
as quickly as possible on the basis of the re­
connaissance and observation r esults , without 
waiting for order s from. Reg iment or Division. 
But it is necessary to report to the Regiment 
and the Division. 

The Division ' s tactical reserves {the 
availabl e buttalions of tll6 regiments , the 
available batteries , the operati onal elements o~ 
the Air Foree, the Navy , etc , which have been 
made avail able will , as "operational reserve" · 
conduct a mobile defence of the coastal sect or. 
Should the enemy succeed in setting foot on the 
mainland; he must be d estroyed as quickly as 
possible , end thrown back in to the sea by the 
operati onal r eservee, in close cooperation with 
the garrisons of' the strongpoints and strongpo1nt 
groups , by cQunter- th.rust or oounter-uttack. The 
target f'or the attack is always the ene.m.y's 
landing pla.ce . By conducting the attacks from 
the flanks he is to be out off from hi s landing 



- 9 -

era~ and his sea communications, encircled and 
then destroyed. To make this possible, simul­
taneous frontal attack is necessary.. After the 
conclusion of each operation , the main line of 
r esistance - - that is , the coastal strip -­
must once more be firmly in the hands of the 
Di vis ion ••.•• 

(Page 24) 

Artillery 

Task: The objective of the artillery defence 
is thesmnshing of the enemy landing operations 
before they r each the effect ive zone of our 
infantry weapons , at latest before the infantry' s 
main line of r esistonce (the water line at high 
tide) . 

Thus the main task consists of: 

a) firing on sea targets ; 

b) smashing attempted lnndings·; 

c) supporting the infantry in defensive 
fighting against · an enemy force 
which has landed. 

In order to fulfil these tnsks the artillery ·· ' 
is directed to cooperate with the infantry •• • • 

(Page 25) 

In order to ensure artillery supervision of the 
thr eatened coast , an observation area on the coast 
will be ass igned to each battery .•• .•.• 

(Page 25) 

Each· battery is equipped to lay barrage fire 
once. It is prepared to do this by day or by 
night •• • 

(Page 26 ) 

Batteries will be prepared for the laying of 
harassing fire (fire concentrations ) on certain 
points along the coast •• •• 

(Page 27) 

Preparedness 

Since skilful screening and taking 
advantage of poor visibility give the opponent 
an opportunity for·perfect surprise attacks , and 
since, furthermore, in the future parachute 
and airborne operations . in conjunction with 
operations on the canst., or independently in the 
coastal hinterland, are possible , all elements 
of the Division must be constantly fu a sto. te of 
preparedness·; that is , enemy operations must ulwaY!3 
meet troops and staffs that are ready for defence, 

(W.D~ 716 Inf Div, Vol VI of Apps , £E. cit , 20 
Dec 42) 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN 1943 

16. According to the he.ndwritten and unin-
format i ve Main War Dia ry of 716 I nf Div , the year 1943 
was uneventful ard devoted n.e.i n l y to wor k on the coast 
def ences . In February Field Marshal von Rundstedt 
i nspected the sector defences , in April the Corp s 
Comniander (Lt - Gen von Zangen ) and the Chie f Engi neer * 
Offi cer of Seventh J.l:rmy (Col von Bodecker) made vis i ts . 
On 28 Jun a revi sed edition of the "Di rective for the 
Defence of the Coast in the Sector of 716 Inf Div" (para 
13 above) became effective [unavailable ; presumabl y minor · 
changesJ . (G. M. D.S. - 39431, WoD. 716 Ini' Div , 1 Nov 42 -
31 Dec 43 ) 

17. On 3 Apr 43 , Maj - Gen Wilhelm Richter (pr o- · ** 
mot ed Lt- Gen on 1 Apr 44) o.ssuried c OlDl!l.and of the :form.ati on . 
On 17 Nov , 84 Inf Corps issued orders for the c r eation of 
a "Second Position" . Fbllowing sever al days of 
reconnaissance work 716 Inf Div issued a divisional order 
for work on the second position by the troops , one Eastern ·*** 
battalion , 2200 F.renoh Labour Servi ce workers , and civilians . 
On 21 Dec the Division numbered 9343 all ranks , an increase 
of roughly 2500 since 21 Dec 42 (ibid) . 

*Col von Bodecker recor ded that corros i on of the 
detonator had rendered fneffective about 50% of the 
131 400 mines laid in the zone of 716 Inf Di v (G. M. D. S . -
36~38/25 , W. D. Seventh Army , Reports of the Chief 
Engineer Officer of the /.rmy , June 1943) [This conditi on 
exi sted along the whole coast , and was causing much 
vexation , loss of tioe and extra labour] 

*4 Richter was born in 1892. He was a professional 
soldi er . In the e "'rly stages of the Second Wor ld War 
he oomnanded 30 /trty Regt ( 30 In:f Div) , on 21 Sep 41 he 
was appointed Senior lirtiller y Commander 35 , in Jan · and 
Feb 43 he attended c course for division commonders , on 
7 Feb 43 he was appointed Cmdr 4 G.L . F. Div , on 1 Apr 43 
he was a ppointed Cmdr 716 Inf Div. He conmanded t h e 
DIVis I on from 1 Apr 43 - 12 Aug 44 , and from 9 Sep 44 -
30 Dec 44. On 10 Jan 45 he was transferred to the Norway 
Coihmand and placed in charge of 14 G. JL .. F. Di v on 20 Jan 
45 . (G. M. D. S. - OKH, Personnel Fi.los )(Selected Photostats : 
98lHC (D52) ) 

***A photos tat i c copy of that or der is be i ng r etained 
by Hist Sec ( G. s . ) . Unfortunately i t does not gi ve t he 
l ocation of the contemplated positions , and the r emar k 
"after the 2000 workers will have become availabl e " shows 
ha.v proble.co.tical the whole undertaking was . (Photostat 
981D716 ( D4) ) 



- 11 -

18. A schemati c Order of Battle of the Divi sion 
on 1 Dec 43 is being r etD..i.ned in photostatic form 
{G .M. D.S. - 39431/2 1 .L.pps to W. D. 716 Int' Div, 2I?. cit , 
folio 62) (Photosta'ti 9SlD716 ( D5 ) ). Originally the 
divisional artiller y regioent was 656 Jrrty Regt. On 18 
Dec 43 it was redesignated 716 Arty Regt (ibid , fol 65 ) 
{Photostat 981D716(D6 ) ). l~t the same time the "name" 
batteries of the Division wer e assigned numb ers : 

"Franziska " 
"Vera" 
"Resi" 

"Br asilia" 
"Grat' Waldersee" 

5 Bty 716 l..:rty Regt !2~ B:n ! 6 Bty 716 li:rty Regt 
7 Bty 716 Jrrty Regt 

8 Bty 716 Ju:ty Regt ( 
3
3 BnBn ) 

10 Bty 716 /~ty Regt ( ) 

(loc cit} 

Alth6ugh the original order am the date are not avail­
able , it is certain th.et shortly thereafter , in accord­
ance with established practice , and to prevent confusion 
with another artillery for mation , the Divisional 
Artiller y Regiment was r edes i gnated 1716 /&rty Regt . 

• I 

19. li.ccordi ng to the Decoraber Order of Battle 
(para 18 above) the Division had only one imti-Tank 
Company. Formation of a second one was ordered on 25 Dec 
43. It was t o consist of three platoons; two pl atoons 
with three 7 ~ 5 cm A.-Tk 6lJ.nS each , and one pl atoon with 
two 8. S cm A. - Tk guns . {Ibi d , fol 67) (Photostat 981D?l 6 
(D7} } : ~ 

20, In the absence of suitable Divisional 
sources , sooe of the background material to explain the 
acti ons and disposition of 716 Inf Div on 6 Jun 44 ~ust 
be taken from higher level documents . For various 
r easons (H.S. Report No . 40 , paras 62- 65 , et al ) 
the German defence agai nst the s eabome assault was not 
eventually carried out as written. But in 1943 the 
attitud e and the wo.Ik of the co"'.Stal divisions were still 
controlled and shaped by the views of the theatre 
commander. In Basic Order No . 21 , of 26 Feb 43 , Marshal 
von RUndstedt dealt wi th the presumed i ntentions of the 
enemy , and with hi s own projected counter- moves : 

••• By neons of limj t ed attacks on a brond 
front the enemy will attempt t o deceive us and 
to make us move ·our strategical r eserves i n the 
wrong direction . With the forces held back · he 
will then attack where it seems to be easy ••• 

I am r esol ved to destr oy any landed ene.qiy 
imnedi ately and this with [the assistance of] 
the concentrated fo rc e of the 1.:rmy Group 
Reserves . To this end I an placing the A:rmy­
Group Reserves i n such a way that the required 
concentrations for counter- attack can be fanned 
quickly. The goal nust be to drive the enemy .. · 
i nto _the sea on the very day of the landing ••• 

(G.M. D. S . - H22/85 , O.B. West , Basic Orders for 
Coast Defence , 28 Apr 42 - 21 Apr 43 , Basic 
Order No . 21 , 26 Fob 43) (Photostat 981CW(Dll) ) 
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It i s safe to assume that the preparations and plans of .. 
the Division were attuned to this presumed course of events . 

21 . WhilG thinking in terms of massive counter-
blows with armoured concentrations , Rundstedt Rt the same 
time never failed to stress the importance of the critical 
minutes during which the coastal crust would either hold 
or crack: 

The enemy ts ~oments of weakness occur wnen 
with a multitude of individual landing era~ , o.nd 
within the most effect ive range of al l our.heavy 
weapons, he is striving to reach the coast , and 
at the moment of landing when he bas yet little 
fire power and is moving from the landing creft 
to the shore ••• 

During that time he must be weakened by our 
defences to such a point that he will no longer 
have the strength to form a beachhead or to fight 
success f\llly ••• 

Every o ffi c er and me.n mu st kn ow th at the f ct e 
of an attempted landing is decided within a m~tter 
of minutes ••• 

{G. M. D.S. - OKW/200 , O.B. West , Coast Defence; 
Basic Observations , Bas i c Observation No . 27, 
24 Jul 43) {Photontat 981CW(Dl2)) 

22. In vi ew of the eventual bung ling of the 
ant i-invasion defence by hesitant commanders , von Rundstedt 's 
earlier instructions are of interest : 

••• In the case of nn attempted landing 
no· one ~s to wait for orders from higher que.rters . 
EVeryone has to act on his own respons ibility. 
Act first; then make certain that tm matter has 
been reported ••• 

(G. M. D.S . - 75144/1, O. B. West , Basio·orders for 
Coast Defence , 27 Aug 43 - 20 Dec 43 , Basic Order 
No . 21 , 27 Aug 43) (Photostat 981CW(D40 )) 

23. A."lalysis of 16 Pz Div ' s experience at 
Salerno l ed to some neasure of amplifica tion and evolution 
of the original guiding principles for the di visions at 
the coo.st. In Basic Observation No . 28 , of 25 Doc 43 , 
O,B.West directed that all reserves , portioula.rly the local 
ones , were to be placed there where · they would be needed 
in the first stages of the fighting. He stressed the 
necess i ty of preparing for ~11-round defence , and added : 

Special attention is to be paid to just 
those coastal sectors which are rated as ''not 
threatened by a landing". Today this i s no 
longer so ! 

(O.B.West, Basi c Observations , £E. .£!!, 25 Dec 43} 
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A translation of the document appears as Ap_pendi.:x "B" to 
the present report. 

SITU ifil ON ON 6 JUN 44 

Gener al Remarks 

24. Little information is on hand on the 
developments in the Caen sector during the first five 
months of 1944. But this lack of source material is 
counter- balanced to some extent by tm existonc e of a 
considerable volume of contemporary am post-war info:nna .. 
tion on the situation in the sector at the t i me of the 
invas i on. Inevitably some legitimate questions had to 
r emain unanswered , but detailed inform.at ion is being 
supplied below on some aspects , while in the case of others 
th~ way is shown to supplementary material .* 

25 . In the early part of 1944 , Hitler and Rommel 
were insistent on changing O.B.West ' s "crust- cushion-hammer" 
dis _positions by moving second line divisions and even small 
armoured elements into the coastal crust. In the execution 
of this design , as well as due to the High Commn.nd ' s gros.ving 
concern for Normandy, the original coo.st defence sector of 
716 Inf Div (Banc de l a Madeleine - east· or Orne } was reduced 
by approximately two thirds on 16 Mar 44. 716 Inf Div was 
now res~onsible for the "Caen Sector" (Asnelles [exol] - east 
of Orne) , and 352 Inf Div for the coastal area from Asnelles 
to the Banc de la Madeleine (NNE Oarentan ). (G.M. D~S . -
OKW/1605 , Schramm, Developments in the West, 1 Jan - 31 Mar 
44 , p. 31) (981SOM(D98}) 

*For work on this phase it might be well to keep the 
following at hand : 

Gorman Situation Maps 

France 
West 
Seventh fJ:rty 
Seventh 1Lrmy 

German Narratives 

28 May 44 (Photostat 981HC (D26) ) 
6 Jun 44 (Photostat 981. 004(D2}) 
5 Jun 44 (Photostat 98lA7(D2 )} 
6 Jun 44 (Photostat 981.A7(D3)) 

Pemsel , Lt- Gen , C, of s . Seventh Army , Invasi on 
Proparati6ns of Seventh .Arm~ , Translation 
{O.C.M.H., F.S. B., MS B-234 (981SOM(D73)) 

von Criegorn , Lt-Col , 84 Inf Corps in Normandy , 
Part I , 6 - 17 Jun 44, Trunslation (O.C .M.H., 
F.S.B. , MS B- 784) (981SOM(Dl29)) 
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26. Tho most valuable single source of informa-
tion on the location of the defence works and disposition 
of the troops in the Caen Sector on 6 Jun 44 is : 

Richter , Wilhelm, Lt Gen , Cmdr 716 Inf Div , 
The Battle of 16 Inf Div in Normand (6 Jun -

Jun o.c ..• , . S . B., B- 1 ) (German 
and English t exts : 981SOM(D97)) 

The f irst part of this study consists of o. description of 
the operations in the area of 716 Inf Div from 6 Jun - 23 
Jun 44 , the events of 6 Jun being dealt with in great 
detail . The second part is a copy of the Division ' s con­
temporary Operations Report (Gefechtsbericht ) for 6 Jun 44 . 
Copi es of this detai led report were distributed by A Gp B 
down to · division· 1evel "for inf6rrm ti on end evaluation" 
(Ops No . 3050/44 , of 23 Jun 44) . The report consisted of 
the text o.nd three · appendices . All but Appendix 3 appear 
in Richter ' s study. Fortunately Appendix 3 was found by 
G. M.D . s . and carefully preserved with miscellaneous docu­
ments of 716 Inf Div. The document has been identified as 
a :map showing in detail the dispositions in the Caen sector 
o.t the moment of the assault (G.M.D. S. - 716 Inf Div, Misc 
Docs) (Photostat 981D716(D8)) . A photostatic reproduction 
of the most immediately interesting part ofth:is map apponrs 
as Appu1dix "C" to tho present report (981D716 (D9) ). * 
The German Llilitary symbols shown on the whole map ho.ve been 
reproduced on tl trace (enlarged from 1 : 80 , 000 to 1: 50 , 000 ) 
(981D716(Dl0 )). The greater part of this trnce nppears in 
photosto.tic form as Appendix "D" to the present report 
( 981D716 (Dll)) . Tho meaning of the more import ant German 
military symbols in the Canadian assault sector on 
Appendices "C " and "D" co.n be deduc ed from tre tabulations 
introduced in po.ro. 33 below. Some general infornation on 
Germon mili t nry symbols will be found in ...lppendi:x "E" to 
tho present report . 

State of Defences 

27. This subject has been dealt with at s ome 
length in the post- war symposium "O . B. West History" (o.c. 
M. H., F.S . B. , MS T-121, appx 2000 pages, pp 397 - 415) 
(Excerpt photosto.t 981SOM(D96)) . Pertinent parts of the 
study have been tr~~lnted and appear as Append ix " F" to 
the present report . Briefly stnted, the Co.en sector wes 
now sub- divided as follows : (see also Appx "C") 

*see also Appendix "Gn, introduced in para 33 bel ow 

**The sketches in the "Excerpt " were prepared f r om 
memory . Where they differ from the information shown in 
Appendix "C" to the present report , Appendix "C" must be 
taken to contain the correct and authentic version. 
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Ca en 
I 

I Courseulles Riva Bella 

I 
Meuvaines 

I I 

' Seull es 
I I 

Luc Orne 

The Sub- Gr oups Meuvaines and Orne were considered best 
sui ted for landing operations , and consequently their 
defences were oore numerous o.nd better prepared than 
those of the Sub- Groups Seulles and Luo . 

28. Mine- laying in the open sea on the eastern 
coast of Normandy had been postponed by A Gp B because 
the Nc'Vy even then did not expect a major laiding in that 
sector. ONing to lack of time and heavy seas the mine- belts 
projected by the Navy had not been installed , chiefly 
because A Gp B considered the laying of mines along the 
Channel CCX' st as more urgent . Mines in conjunction with 
stakes had been installed from 200 - 1200 metres of'f shore. 
Due to various difficulties their nU.I!lber and dellBity was 
l ess than des i red . (Ibid ) 

29. The preparation of mine- fiel ds and mine-
belts on land , as wall as the infestation with anti­
per sonnel and anti - tank mines or·a str i p extending as f ar 
as from 300 to 800 metres inland had almost been complet~d. 
Tho · sD.IOO appli ed to the preparati on bf l ocaliti es , det~1.es , · 
etc ., i n the rear of the batt l e zone. All infantr y strong­
points , and oost battery positions and command post+ had 
been protected by wire obstacles . Only partial.J.y o~mpleted , 

however , . was the placing of anti - airlandin§ ~osts i.rl 
conjunction with mines and wir a-obstacles . (Ibi d ) 

30. The number of fortress- like install ations 
in the strongpoints , ciostly casemates nnd personnel shelters , 
corresponded with the number and tactical requirements of 
the defenders . While it is generally believed that t he 
thickness of the steel- bar reinforced concr ete walls and 
roofs of the average permanent installations in tm 
A1!lnnt ic Wall was two metres , according to the well- informed 
source being cited here , the thickness of the walls was in 
most cases 2. 5 metres . (~) 

31. Regarding the state of the def13nces in the 
di visional sector at the time of invasion , Lt -Gen Richter, 
in his no.rro.ti ve (.Q.12. £!..:~.) , made the fol lowing statement s 
amongst other s : 

The fortifications were in no way suffi ci ent 
to repel the attack of a modern army ••• 

*see also : H. S. Report No . 40 , para 67 and Appendix 
''H" (A Gp B, Measures for improving Defences) . 
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'l\vo years (1942 and 1943) had been lost 
during which nothing or just simple field 
positions had been constructed. Construction 
of defence works on the coast in the divisional 
sector was speeded up a:rter the beginning of 
1943, but"it always occupied second place efter 
Cherbourg. In addition to this , increasing 
di fficul ties were encountered from January 1944 
on in supplying material, due to the systematic 
destruction of French railroads and waterways by 
the enemy air force . 

At the beginning of the invasion the construc­
tion of fortific ations iJJ. the division sector w~s 
1n the following stages : 

West of the mouth of the Orne: 

Ini'antry Strongp0ints 

Courseulles half completed , i . e . West of 
the mouth of the Seulles . 
Rivn Bella (Ouistreham) compl eted . 

Another series of strongpoints , which wer e 
next in line · to be fortified , were under 
construct i on. The majority of the strong­
points were completed in the form of field 
works, and some of them i n the form of 
reinforced field emplacements (30 cm 
concrete ). 

Artillery Positions (li.rmy and Cocst Artillery) 

Riva Bella battery·completed; all others 
under construction. 

Two positions of the Divisional and its 
attached artillery had been completed in 
rortress- like construction: the mnj ority 
was in field positions •••• 

What was lacking in the set- up of the defence 
was depth . The strongpoints end r esistonce 
nests, altogether about forty to fifty i n the 
entire division ~ector, had been pl aced along 
the coast- line ill the shape of a string of 
pearls . Some depth was provi ded by the 
artillery positions in the field and by the 
troops quartered in localities which had beon 

*"Completed" here means always : Concrete construction 
completed and filled in , armament installed . (Obstacles , 
minefields , etc , were ulwnys in need of improvements) 
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prepared for defence. But not all 
communi ties were occupied. The air force 
strongpoint at Douvres, which had been most 
heavily fortifi ed by the Luftwaffe, resisted 
until about 15 Jun. 

The construction of field positions in depth 
in the areas between strongpoints had started , 
as far as I remember, in the following areas: 

Meuvaines - Ver-sur-Mer, Reviers - · 
Taillevil~e, north of la De"'l.ivrande, 
Plumetot - Hermanville-sur-Mer -
Colleville - Height 61 [and :further 
east] ••• 

Since Field Marshal Romm.el had arrived the 
follow~ng principles dominated: 

The enemy·must be beaten on the sea· and on 
the beach. Elements which succeeded in 
penetrating should become entangled in mine 
fields many kilometres deep, and airborne 
troops should get stuck in similar wire 
and minefields. 

In addition to all this, all avai l able 
immobil e weapons should be built in, should 
cover the beach and the sea ani should be 
abl e to observe these directly; they should 
therefore be placed in the most advruiced li~e 
or very close behind it• as was for instance 
the Seoond Divisional Anti-Tank Company 
[para 19 above] . * The Division and the Corps 
had proposed to locate these anti - tank guns , 
mortars and heavy machine guns in depth as 
a support for the defence and counter-attack , 
ns the beach nnd the sea were within the 
range of both the well-armed strongpoints 
and the entire sector artillery. Field 
Mnrshal Rommel's idea would have been correct 
if behind the Di vis i on there had been a 
second and a third one in res erve , able to' 
intensify the barrage on the sea and beach , 
and at the same time constituting the depth 
of the defence . The proposal made by the 
Division and the Corps was turned down . The 
invasi on has shown t hat these weapons , as 
well as a number of strongpoi nts protected 
by [mere] field works fell victim to the 
bombers and naval guns without ever really 
being put into acti on . (Ibid) 

*rt can be seen from Appendices tiCtt and "D" that this 
anti-tank company ( t 2/716) was deployed in sma11 · parcels 
close to the coast in the Canadian assault sector. 
Evidently i t was destroyed. ~ 
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Di spositions of 716 Inf Div 

32. The place of 716 Inf Div in the large 
picture of Germen dispositions in Fro.nee appears on the 
situation naps listed in the footnote to para 24 above . 
The defence of Normandy and the Cotentin was the task of 
84 Inf Corps; 716 Inf Div was on its extr eme right .* 
The substance of the Division consisted of 726 and 736 
Gren Regts (with two German and one Eastern battalion 
each·; East 441 with 726; East 642 with 736) and 1716 Arty 
Regt . At the beginning of June these elements were · 
within· from 1 .: 2% of their authorized strength (Richter , 
.Q.P. oit , Transl , p. 41) . On 1 May the ration strength of 
tlie-n!'vision was 7771 all ranks (ibid , p. 69 ).** The 
Division had no tcnks . (Ibid , p . L;Ij 

33. The location of the organic and attached 
infantry and a rtillery elements of 716 Inf Div in the 
Cnen ·sector on 6 Jun 44 (as shown on Appendices "C" and 
"D"), as well as thnt of some o'f the Division ' s units 
deployed in .the adjoining sector under the command of 
352 Inf Div , is shown· in tabulated fern. on Appendix "G" 
to the present report . At the beginning of 1944 the 
Division had organized a second anti- tank company (para 
19 above) . 1 .. t that time the Regiments of the Division 
had no 14 Coy (A.-Tk) . At the time of invasion, however , 
tho two divisional anti- tank companies had either alr eady 
been , or were in process of being made part of the 
Regiments . The two companies therefore may be encountered 
variously as : T 1/716 or 14/7'36 , and T 2/716 or 14/726. 
On the s ituf'.t ion maps for 6 Jl.ID 44 H. Q., 1 A. - Tk Coy 716 
Inf Div nppee.rs between P~riers and Blnouville ~s 14/736, 
while H. Q. 2 A.-Tk Coy 716 Inf Div is shown at P~riers 
(in the Canadian sector) as T 2/716. A multitude of anti­
nircraf't batteries were stationed i n the general vicinity 
of Cuen. 

*The following l arge elements of the German JJ:rmy were 
1n the area of 84 Inf Corps : 

Coasta l Defence 

Coastal Defence ~ 

simultaneously A Gp Reserve 

On Channel Islands 

ll.rm.y Group , 
r espectively Army Reserves 

Under Cmdr Repl Trg Army 

716 Inf Div 
352 Inf Div 
709 Inf Div 

243 Inf Div 

319 Inf Div (reinf ) 

21 Pz Div 
91 Jdrldg Div 

6 Para Regt 
30 Bde {mobile ) 

100 Pz Dem and 
Trg Unit . 

(84 Inf Corps in Normandy, .2,U cit, Transl. pp. 4- 5) 
I 

**There are no indications of any substantial changes 
i n strength between that date and 6 Jun 44. 
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CCNCLUSICN 

34. Without air and naval support , and with 
less than eighty, mostly immobile guns , the Caen Division 
was supposed to defeat the initial assault on a stretch 
of coast about eighteen miles wide. All considered , the 
Division put up a good fight . Information from German 
sources on the fighting in the Caen sector on 6 J"un 44 
is being set forth in H. S. Report "The Campaign in 
Northwest Europe", Part II . 

35. · This report has been prepared by Capt . 
A. G. Steiger, Historical Section {G.S . ). 

J. .. ~ ~Au ~h. , Letr~ ~ , 

for {C . P. Stacey) Colonel 
Director 

Hi storical Section (G. S .) 

I 
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C. -in- C. ·West 
(C .-in~C . Army Gp D) 
Ops No . 7529/43 Secret 

-- 2 Appendices - -

25 Dec 43 

Basic Observations of C.-in-C . West 

No . 28 

{Experiences and Conclusions to be drawn from the Landing 
Operations at Salerno) 

I call the attention of all to the attached 
experiences . 

They are, insofar as they are applicable to the 
conditions ·of our western front (or the souther n coast 
of :France) , to be evaluated forthwith, and to be made 
use of in accordance with their bearing on the defence 
of the coast and the training of the troops . 

In the main these experiences con.firm the correct­
ness of our defence principles . 

Af3 regards detail , there are additional conclusions 
to be drawn , which in every case are to be immedi ately · 
examined on the spot with regard to their practicability, 
and which are to be carried out on r eceipt of orders 
issued by the competent commanders . 

I list them below: 

l) Even before tho enemy attack has been identified , 
preparations for the defensive fighting must be as 
far advanced as is compatible with their execution. 

That is : All reserves , especially local reserves , 
must fundamentally be on that s pot which the Operations 
Staf'f has r ecognized and laid down as being tactically 
correct for the initial stage of the fighting . 

In future , no consideration must be given to comforts 
of any sort , especially whe~e quarters aro concerned! 
To reconcile these require1J9nts with all other tasks 
(training of r ecruits, exercises, position construction, 
eto) i s not always eu&y; but a wu7 must be found , 
whereby the question of d efence o.nd preparedness for 
battle is rundamentally the rocei point . 

2. ) The expected sustained and massed effect of 3aturution 
bombing , heavy and heaviest naval artillery fire , · 
attacks by low- flying aircraft with aircra~ weapons , 
etc , no longer permit the quart ering of complete units 
in villages and towns , at least not within the entire 
coastal battle area . And fUrthermore all railway 
junctions , traffic intersections, larger settled 
localitie s , parade grounds , and above all , barracks , 
are most gravely threatened by air attack , and this 
includes the rear arees of the security zone . These 
facts are to be taken into account at once , and in 
every possible way by the Army Comm.anders and Mili tClry 
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Governors when making arrangements for quartering and 
air protection measures . In the coastal zone the 
reserves are to be placed : 

a ) 

b ) 

In accordance with tactical needs , and making fUll 
use of the terrain . 

In addition, by using all possible improvised cover 
and all natural cover (shelter trenches , foXholes , 
tunnels , etc ), to provide shelter , whereby attention 
i s to be paid everywhere to the smaller shelters 
so that , firstly, the alarm may go into effect wi th 
the utmost speed , and secondly , so that heavier · 
losses due to massed quartering , may be avoided . 
In this , camouflage, which is so indispensable, 
plays a deci sive part . 

3. ) Wi thin the confines of the prospect i ve battl e area 
(field of batt l e) , there must be no heavy weapon , no 
vehi cle , above u11 ·no armoured vehic l e or other 
mechanized vehicle , which has not been dug in , or 
at l east provided with splinter- proof protection and 
camouflage suited to the locality and terrain. 

4. ) There must be abundant alternative pos i tions and dummy 
i nstallations . No troubl e must be spared now which 
l ater may savo casualties . ~ 

5. ) I n the rear areas of tl:YJ fi eld of battle armour­
t iercinf wee.pons must be built in and camoufl aged n read ness in such a way that even after tho heaviest 
bombing and gunfire they may still remain ilntact at 
the moment of their intervention in the fighting. 

6. ) There must be no artillery which is not built in? This 
also appli es to the divisional artillery, which is not 
at f i xst commi tted , but which on commitment must 
i mmediately dig itself in. Here alt em ati ve firing 
pos i t i ons must be espocially abundant ! Before all 
~, and everywhere , foxholes . 

7. ) Major movements only out of sight or by night! Always 
in open order l Special o.ttent io:i must be given to 
practising these. 

8. ) 

9. ) 

The en~'s weakness lies , as has so · ofton been 
emphaszed , i n the moment of landing . At this time 
he is particularly exposed to the effects of our 
weapons ! His tactical staff work is heavily handi capped 
at this moment . The principle remains the same as 
before - - that of smashing the encro.y offensive before 
t he l anding truces plac e . Our artillery which i s not 
vi s ible from the sea should not opon fire unti l such 
time as the effect will be warth while , so as to 
achieve the greatest possible effect without loss to 
ourselves . 

The goal to be stri ven for is that of keeping the 
coastal rim without ~aps under interlocking fire f r om 
all weapons , especia ly low- trajectory and flanking 
f i re . 
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The value of field fortification has been proved once 
more . It is and will rema in the core of the entire· 
defenc e ; pormanont installations are only tho frame­
work! 

ll. ) .Materiel which can be taken from the combe.t zone for 
use iJi field fortificction must be taken . Houses , 
wa.lls, etc 'which interfere wit h defence must be 
demolished . We can suffer no inhabitants etc to 
r emain in the zones probably to be included in the 
combat area. They only hinder the proper conduct 

12.) 

13. ) 

of battle and cause confusion. 

I shall request the nec essB~y a~vhority from OKW/WJJSt 
to carry out the r equisite meas~~. 

There must be only on e authorit y in the entire combat 
zone : that of the r esponsibl a ground commander! 

All supply t r affic must take place und er cover of 
darknliss only. By day highways and roads must be 
empty. 

Special attention i s again to be paid to just those 
coastal sectots which are rated as "not threatened 
by a l anding " . Today this ,is no longer so ! At 
prec i sely such places the enemy will attempt to 
penetrate our coastal defence with specially t rained 
troops , to encircle strongpoints from t he r ear , and 
ther eby to·cut cut a s ection o f ~ho main line of 
r esis tance . 

The entire de f ence sys t e.m of t he main line of 
r esistance must be prepared to Engage t he enemy· 
also towards the rea::: -- o.....,d 1..9 fully developed , 
that i s , for all r our.d defenc o ~ 

Again I remind you ·to creat e a c jrtain ar ms and 
ammunition reserve . ~ order to ~llow for casualties 
and replaccments;--8.nd still reint•l !l battlewortey 
and able to en gage the en any iL all directions . 

14.) Each i ndividual r esis t anc e nost> each strongpoint , 
ea.oh strongpoint gr ou1>, etc , must hold out t o the 
l ast on its own! Only thus will the enemy b e forced 
t o engage in isol a t ed operations , to split up h is 
forces , to r educ e h i s stril~ing :p0wer -- when. he con 
be attacke d ar:rl throw!~ back by c,ur r eserves . 

15 . ) The s pe oial anti- tank close· combat weapons (bazookas 
etc) are to be dis tributed o.nd ~ployed in such a way 
that they will ti e used , not by t he main body of 
troops in f'ront , but ,£.Y the locb- r eserves , and there 
again in tho t errain t~reat enGn Jy tanks . 

16. ) In an event tho failure of' t he nor mal methods of 
oommun cation t e cphones - - e~cn ca le te ep ones ) 
IS to be r eckoned with. Beside~ the radio the motor 
cyoSe messenger (cycle messenger ) will play a pre-
pon erant port in relaying ;nes s nges . To the forefront 
the messenger ! By.the instnllation of advanced 
messenger centres , by the prepar~tion of conceal ed 
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shelter s for motor cycle nessengors and cycle 
messenger s , this is to be consider ed i n every way . 
Tact ical Staff's are completely dependent on this l 

r ·a.m positive t hat during these weeks befor e the 
decision , the utmost will be r equired from every individuo.l 
l eaders and men . They will do their utmost , when they 
r ealize the purpose! Indef atigable instruction , :full 
understanding of the magnitude and scope of the appr oaching 
decisicn , and an iron determination , are the pre- r equisites 
herefor . 

S~ecial distribution 
" efence West" 

C.-in-C. West 
• von RUNDSTEDT 

General Field Marshal 

Appendic es 1 and 2 are an analys is of 16 Pz 
Div ' s defence operations at Saler no . 
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Notes on Germ.an Military Symbol s 

The German system consisted of a number or 
basic and supplementary signs , which were combined to 
indicate various headquarters , units , weapons and equip.ment . 
There were thousands of possible combinations conveying to 
the initiated at a glance a multitude of organizational and 
technical facts . 

With the progress of the war, however , the 
number of facts which could be , and in the opinion of · 
zealous staff officer s , had to be explained by symbol s , 
reached such proportions , that it became imperative to 
simplify the system. 

Revisi ons and amendments were is sued , but 
due to the human inclination to resists ohange, and the 
progr essive replacan.ent of highly- trained by l ess 
profici ent personnel , what had been crystal-clear and 
logical became conf\lsed and vague in practice at some 
lower l evels . 

In addition to a ll this the :flexibility of 
the system made it possible for individual units to usa 
perfectly i ntelligible symbol s of their own design . 
While this was us eful at the time , i t complicates the 
post-war study of some documents . 

A great number or the symbols encountered 
on German maps and tables of organization may be explained 
'.from information in the volume : "Germn Military S~bols ", · 
Military Intelligence Divisi on , War Department, WaS i ngton , 
D.C ., 1 Apr 44. A simple key to the composition of basic 
signs for weapons and equipnent was issued l ate in 1942 
(G.M.D.S. - OKH, H21/14t, Particulars for t he ~hrer 
htl as (Unterlagen zum Fiihrer ktlas) {Photostat and 
Translation 981HC(D57) ). This document i s shown here 1n 
three parts : 

a) Photostat of German original 

b) Overlay numbering r ectangles on original 

c ) Trans l ation of text 1n rectangles 



Rect angl e 
No . 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

APPENDIX "E" Part o 

Translation of Text in Rectangles 

Transl ati on 

Appendix 2 to: Armed Forces High Command, 
Goneral of Engineers and Fortr esses , 
No. 8225/42 , secret 

BASIC SYMBOIS : 

Mnchine Gun 
l i ght heavy 

heavy 

11.nti-Tank Ri:fle 

Flame Thrower 

Mortar 

Infantry Gun 

Anti-Tank Gun 

Anti- Air orn:ft Gun 

Gun ( o annon ) 

Howitzer (light and medium) 

Howitzer (heavy; 210 mm and larger ) 

Smoke Projector 

Restricted? 

Tank 

Assault Gun 

.t\rmoured Personnel CaiTier (li ght or heavy ) 

General purpose car !lighter than jeep] 

Armoured Scout Car (light or heavy) 

S eurchlight 

Balloon Barrage 

SYMBOLS FOR TYPES (with examples) : 

Methods of Transport 



25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

JO 

Jl 

.32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

.39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

- 2 -

Towed (tractor- drawn) 
e . g. tractor- drawn anti-aircra~ gun 

Self- propelled 
e .g . howitzer on self- propell ed mount 

Skis 

Sleighs 

Railway 
Basic symbol with E on right 
e . g . Flak on railroad 

Mountain 

Ba.sic SY'mbol for Mountain 
e . g . Mountain Infantry Guns 

Tanks 

Type and Company des ignation , 
also additional symbols inside basic symbol 

Tank Mark IV 

Light Tank Company 
light 

Amoured Comm.and Car 
symbol for annoured command car 

In Positioim 

Anti - Tank Gun in Position 

Fixed (permanent) 

Gun [in fixed position] 

Under armour or concrete 
under construction -- finished 
e. g. lt or med how under construction 
finished 

Headquarters 

Headquarters of an Anti-Tank Battalion 

Headquarters of an /.irtillery Battalion 

EXPLAN,V£IONS : 

Abbreviations 

On ri~ht of number of unit in brackets , 
ranch of Ar.med Forces by initial or 

colour: 
H or in black - llrm.Y 
M or in blue - Navy 
L or in green - Air Force 



48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 
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On ri~t of 
b - Be gian 
d - Danish 
e - English 
f - French 
h ... Dutch 

symbols 

j - Jugoslav 

n - Norwegian 
8 - Austrian 
p - Polish 
r - Russian 
t - Czech 

On l eft of symbol s 
· ( except t anks ) 

l e - light m - medium s - heavy 

On right of cali bre or 
number 

k - short) length of barr el having same cnl1bre 
1 - l ong ) 

Calibre 

Number on left 
of symbol 

Number of weapons 

Range 

Number in Ions 
~ the symbol 

BEUTage Bty 

Sp on left [Sp Sperr - Barrage] 
under calibre 

Home Flak Bty 

Rei on r~ht 
under or~in [Hei Heimat - homeland] 

Al er t Flak 

Al on rieht 
under or1g!D 

Vehicles 

Number under 
the symbol 

[ Al Alarm] 

Number under Weapons of same natur e but 
the symbol di fferent calibre within a unit 

can be identified by showing 
t he numbers side by side 
connected by a "plus " sign ; 
begi nning from the l eft with 
the number of weapons of lnrger 
calibre. 
Examples: 2 hy and 6 lt 

2 + 6 - in1' guns 

3 hy and 
3 + 0 + 6 - 6 lt mortars 
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66 

67 

68 

6<} 
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EXllMPLES ! 

Hy Gun Bty (self- propelled ) ~ 

20, 9 
t 2/109(H) 

cb f [Army] 
or 

3 black 

r ange 20, 9 km 
number of guns - 3 
calibre - 19. 4 om 
origin - French 
[unit - 2/109] 

Hy 
Alert Flak Bt y ( in pos it 1 on ) Air For o e 

ril--.. 
t 1/22 (L) Number of guns - 4· 

8. 8 o Al or calibre 8. 8 
4 [.Alarm] green 

[unit - 1/22) 

Hy Gun Bty (fixed 
under concrete ) !!YZ 

56 
· t (name) (M) 

40. 6 d> [Navy] 

range .. 56 kn 
number of guns - J 
calibre - 40i 6 cm 

or 
3 blue 

Pz Gr en Bn 

g 
[in detail] 

[on right ] 

I/7 with 1 Coy on armd pars 
oarriers : (l9 llrnd pers 

carr i ers ) 

One Panzer Grenadier Company 
on 19 half-tracked scout cars 

[Weapons] 

4 light and 34 he a,,Y machine guns 
3 anti-tank guns (3 . ? "cm) 
J smoke projectors (7 , 9 cm) 
2 11 tjl t morta r s ( 8 cm J 

[in centre] 

Two Panzer Grenadier Companies 
with weapons as shown 

[on l eft ] 

One heavy Panzer Gr enadier Company 
with weapons o.s sho1Ml 



70 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

8.3 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 
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When reporting 
number of weapons 
describe as : 

lt 
med 
hy 
v . hy 

.tmti- tank rifles 

up to 7. 9 mm 

8 me am over 

Inf guns 

up to 7. 5 c11 

7. 6 cz;i a.z:d over 

Mortars 

up to 7. 9 om 

8- 11. 9 om 

12 cm and over 

Anti - tk guns 

up to .3. 9 om 

4 - 5. 9 cm 

6 - 8. 9 CD 

9 cm and over 

Smoke pr?jectors 

up to 10. 9 om 

11 - 15 . 9 om 

16 - 21. 9 cm 

22 cm and over 

Guns 

up to 9. 9 om 



98 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

110 

111 

112 

113 

114 

115 
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10 - 20. 9 OJ:l 

21 CI?l and over 

Hovritzers 

12. 9 en 

13 - 20. 9 om 

21 cm lllld over 

Howitzers 

21 - 24. 9 om 

25 cm and over 

Flak 

up to 3. 6 cm 

3. 7 - 5. 9 om 

6 - 15. 9 om 

16 cm o.nd over 

" The VolW'le : "Particulars for the .PUh.rer i~tlas" 
(QP. ,ill) contained el.so o.n extensive co.cipilation 
or symbols for position construe ti on. This 
docW!lent is being retaine d by Hist Seo { G. S . ) 
in photostatic form. {981HC(D57)) 

• 
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( compiled· ~- using [also] Lt-Gen Richter ' s 
writings -- by Lt- Gen Schim.pf) 

B. The Coa3tal Def'enc e Sector of 716 Division 

1.) 

2. ) 

(KVA Caen) 

Preparations f'or passive defence against approaching 
enalliy naval vessels , such as .mine- laying il1 the open 
sea, were deferred for tho ti.me being, as , i n the 
v i ew of the Navy too at this time , a major landing· 
on the coast in eastern Normandy was considered un­
likely. 

From the coast there was l ittle prospect of seriously 
hindering the transshipment of enemy troops from 
transports to landing craft if transshipment took 
place in the dark , or outside the range of the coastal 
artillery , or under the protection of smoke from the 
en.any f l eet . Only in the case of -- at least 
temporary - - air superiority, could a transshipnent 
operation be sue cossfully attacked by fight er-
bomber s and bomber s . 

In the sector of 716 Div , the beach was flat on the 
whole , though not excepti6nally wide , and this , 1n 
the case of a rising t i de , would favour the beaching 
and putting to sea of landing craft on a wide front , 
especially in the coastal defence Sub- grou.IJ3 Orne nnd 
Meuvaines . 

Moreover , the high spots lying directly in front.of 
the bench (Roches de Lion 1 l es Iles de Berni~res , 
Roches de Ver) from the middle of the Divisional 
Sector for c. ·di stam e of' about 2/5 of the entire 
front , could , given sufficiently high water condit i ons , 
preswhably be cleared by landing craft drawing little 
water. 

3.) The coostal terrai n further inland , in i ts , on an 
aver age ; from 6 - 8 kn deep battle zone . is open and · 
r olling , with high spots (up to 60 l!l ) and low places , 
showing. mu.ch variety, and comparat i vely densely 
populat~d. On the whole , on account o:f the 
di f'f'ioulties of' mutual support , not :favourable to 
infantry and a.rtillery defence operations and 
conduct of wo.r ; on the othe r hend without difficult 
terr ain for tank movements . 



4. ) 

5 . ) 
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Favourable prospects for enemy airbor ne landin!s in 
the battle zone appear to be liirilted to tl:e he ghts 
north of Periers and south of Douvres; more favourcble 
however outside the battle zone , in the more open 
and less densely popul ated erea north- eest , south­
east and north-west of C~en . 

716 Div with i ts attached components , which is 
committed in the coastal defence sector of Caen, 
cannot -- despite willingness for commitment and 
sacrifice on the pert of its units -- in consequence· 
of the unique nature of its components , its armament , 
its equipment, its mobility , en~ the age groups from 
which its personnel is drawn , be regarded as a 
fighting division complotely fit for a decisive 
defensive bnttle. 

cc:mposition of the Division : 

o. .) Infantry: The Division had only two grenedier 
regiments: 726 and 736 Gren Regts . Of these , 
the Regim.ento.l Sta.ff of 7~6 Gren Regt with 1 and 
3 Bns were not committed in the defence sector 
of the Division, but ·as Corps or Army Reserve 
outside the Division . AB r eplacements were 
assi gned two insufficiently armed and trained 
so- ca lled "Eastern Battalions " 441 and 642 , 
with personnel not yet :t'ully trained for major 
fighting , nod with their reliability not proven 
in tho West . 

. 
b.) Artillery: It was equipped with l ess effective 

foreign guns , e.nd with limited ammunition e,s 
follows: 716 Div Arty Regt with French 15 . 5 
calibre guns, end the assigned artillery unit , 
15_5 Arty Regt (from 21 Pz Div) , as well as 989 
~ Arty En , ·with Russian l O om and 12 cm [S1o] 
calibre guns . 

c . ) Mobility: With the exception of n few components , 
the operationel troops cttcched to the Di vision 
only possessed horse- drawn t r ansport . This wo.s 
especi~lly disudvantngeous in view of the needed 
ense of manoeuvre in commitment of the artillery, 
tho engineers r'.. nd the reserves . 

6. ) Commitment nree : 

Notwithstanding the Division ' s limited fitness for 
battle ns regards composition , fighting strength and 
armament , it had to be committed in a very wide sector , 
vrith a front of a bout 35 - 40 kms, and in terrain 
unsui ted for defence . 

The Coast Defence Sector was subdivided into the Coast 
Defence Sub- Groups Rivra Bella and Cours eulles , with 
the focal point in the Coast Defence Sub- Groups Orne 
and Meuvaines . 

• • • • 



- 3 -

7. ) Technical strengthening of the sector ' s coast 
defence potential 

a . ) Considerations and Planning 

With regard to a possible major enemy landing, 
special tactical significance atteohed to the 
outer wings of the divisional sector . 

Accordingly the focal points for strengthening 
the defence potential lay in the coast derence 
sub- s ectors Orne and Meuvaines and their inner 
points of junction. 

Here therefore, above all the fighting potential 
of the defender had to be .ma.int ained as long as 
possible by prepired technical construction, both 
against bombers and artillery fire and against 
direct attack. At the same time , in the rear 
areas of the battle zone too, the technice.l 
construction of strongpoints capable of all- round 
defence, o.s the framework of the defence zone , 
had to support the defensive oper ations ngninst 
enemy penetrctions following a sucoessf'ul landing. 

The number lllld the location of the strongpoints 
to be built , and the order of priority - - in cccord­
nnc e with the t act ic al needs -- were dependent on · 
the construction forces ~na. the Llll'.terial evail~ble . 

These fell fnr short of the quenti ty desired . 
The intermedinte ~reas between the strongpoints 
hnd thercforo to bo strengthened ver y considerubl y , 
both front~lly end in the r oar areas by construction 
of field fortification type . In eddition , ell 
reserves , trains and re~r area services hcd to 
or gnnize th0ir quc.rters for all- round d efence·by 
constructions of the field - fortification type . 

b . ) Elnbor~tion : 

na . ) Obstacles :-

. . . . 
1 . ) Mines : 

The mine belt which had been projected 
by the Navy did not m.eterialize , due to 
l ack of time , an:i to the weether 
conditions (heavy seas ), especially 
as the mining of the Channel co~st 
( Boulogne , mouth of the Somme ) was held 
by Ar.my Gp B to be of greater t act ical 
urgency . 

In this connection attention must be 
drewn to tlle significru:ic e and promise 
of this particular type of obstacle to 
nttempted l andings; "minef'ields ", in 
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the f or m of thickly laid shore mines 
anchored in t he water , which adjust 
thems elves to tho tid es . They ore ~nr 
l ess sensitive to bombing or system­
o.tico.lly observed artillery fir e than 
land minefi elds, o.nd can in addition 
occas i on considerabl e and surprising · 
losses to she.llow- draf't landing craft. 

2 . ) Stakes : 

These obst acles , combined with mines , 
were installed offshore , at a distance 
of from 200 - 1200 metres from high or 
low water line. However, on account of 
the shortage of material, technical 
i nstallation difficulti es , and i n- · 
sufficient r esistance t o heevy seas , 
especio.lly with an i ncoming tide , they 
could not be ins tnll ed in anything 
approaching tho number desired , either 
as r egar ds ar ea covered or density . 

Land obstacles : 

l . ) Mining: 

Mine belts , mine fields , and scattered 
mines against infantry nnd tanks a.t a 
di stance of from JOO - 800 metres above 
high water line, a lmost completed ; in 
addition , in o.nd around settled 
localities , in defiles , etc , in the rear 
o.rens of the batt l e zone . 

2. ) Wire obstacl es : 

3. } 

Inf'o.ntry strongpoint s were wir ed con­
tinuously ; most of the battery positions 
o..nd command posts had all round wiring. 

Staking against airborne landings, com­
bined witli mines and wiring , was pertly 
completed . 

In consequence of the no l onger adequate 
production capacity , and the situation r e­
garding transport Of supplies , a considero.ble 
shortage of mines , as well as of wire and 
other mnterials far the construction of 
obstacl es (wood , fo r example }, was much f elt 
everywher e . 

Technical developments ~or maintaining the fighting 
potential of the troops 

The construction of concr ete "fortress- like " 
i nstallations, which, protect ed by obstacles all 
r ound, were treated collectivel y in the concepts 
"str ongpoints " and "strongpoint groups ,, (several 
strongpoints under unified tactical colIUilDild) , 
served this end. 
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The concrete installations were developed in 
accordance with the use to which they would be 
put : 

Either "combat posts", i . e . those installations 
from which weapons · operated through embr asures ; 
or "shelters ", i.e. those installRtions which 
merely served ns bombproof shelters for the 
troops until such time as they were committed 
in open firing positions . 

The number and type of the concrete installations 
within the str ongpoint was in proportion to the 
i ntended garrison and .the tactical needs . The 
construction strength of the "fortress- like" 
installations in general corresponded to 2. 5 
metres of steel- reinrorced concrete. 

c .) Te?hnical development of signals 

an.) Fortress cable {from 2- 3 metres underground ) 
wns lai d : 

1.) From the Division to the regiment al 
combat posts, and for the most part 
also to the battalion combat posts 
and to the artillery groups . 

2. ) Along the coast , to connect the 
battali on sectors {coastal defence 
sub- groups ) with one another , with a 
connection to the main strongpoints . 

bb.) Open telephone wires along the ground were 
provided with numerous branch connecti ons· in 
such a way that oontuct with every strong­
point and every artillery firing position 
was possible . 

co . ) Telephone and road communication frOI!l. the 
Division to the regiment al combat posts ; 
thence to the battalions and companies . 

dd . ) Carrier pigeon communication available to 
some extent in the · main strongpoints and the 
strongpoint groups . 

The artillery si~nals network· installed in 
accordance witli its own needs . 

• • • • 
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