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422.. COSSi.C ' s 11/ ... ppt.ndix Y" was n0t supvrsedcd 
until 23 Feb 44 , whon the final deception plan ( 11 FORTI­
TUDE11) was CC'mpleted (794) . By that ti1i1t:i the schom~ had 
b&en co - ordinatbd with certain Russian c0vcr pl&ns which 
had b&en discussed at th~ Tuhbran C0nference (795)~ Tho 
0vG rall J. llied plan ( 11 BODYGU.i-. 0 D 11 ) was int0nded t0 lead 
the onomy t0 tho following c0nclusions: 

a . That f0rccs ar~ being hold in rv~dinvss 
in tb\J lfrfIT.:..D KTNG.:)OM fer£.. r.:,turn t0 WcstE-rn 
EUROPE at any t1Jc in th~ cvvnt of a s0ricus 
G:SR14..N weakening <'r withdrawa;t . 

b . That an 0porati0n wruld bo carri~d 0ut in 
crnjuncti0n with RUSSIA in th~ spring with the 
ii:nLlodi a to r·bj ect c-f C'pe ning a supply r0uto 
thr0ugh Northern NORWAY t0 SWEDEN, thorvaftor 
enlisting tho activu c0 - operat10n of SWEDEN. 
f0r the establishment <"f air basos in Southern 
SWEDEN tr cover an assault on DENMLRK fr0m 
th~ UNITLD KINGDO~ in the summcp. 

c . That a larg€ scnle cr0ss - Channol operati0n 
with a minimum fnrce 0f fifty d ivisirns end 
with cra~t and shipping for twulve divisi0ns 
w0uld be carriod ~ut in late summer . (796) 

423 . Within thv atC'VtJ framew0rk the 11FORTITUDE11 

cover and deceptirn policy was bas6d on these assu.~ptirns: 

a . That the targt-t date fr'r ·1~-PTUN:C: 1 will 
be 1st Juno , 1944. 

b . TbE.t NO real operations , other than 
' R •. NKIN 1 , will bo carried out in NORW.Y before 
D day •N.c..PTUNJ:.. 1 • (797} 

The object of th& Plan was : 

To induc e the enemy to make faulty dispositions 
in North-West EUROPE b~fore anJ after th~ 
'NEPTUNb 1 assault , thus :-

a . Reducing the rate and weight of reinforce ­
m~nt of th~ targe t area . 

b·. Inducing him to expend his available effor!i 
on fortifications in areas othor than the targ3t 
area . 

c . Lo\\ering his vigilanco in FRLNCE during the 
build- up anc nounting of th~ ' N'~PTUNE. ' f<'rccs 
in tho UNIT:....D KINGDOM. 

d . Rotaining f0rccs in ar~as as far rom0ved 
as p0ssiblb from tho target ar~a befrru and 
after the ' NEPTUNE ' assault . (798) 
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424 . The pr~sent narrative is not c0ncerned 
with details 0f t bu "FORTITUDE" plan , covt>ring p(;Jriods 
both beforo and aftor D Day. Those details were 
chiefly ccnccrned with the simulation of l.ll i ed threats 
t0 Scandinavia and tre Pas de Calais . Howcv6r , it may 
bG n0t&d th& t tht. thrt-at to the la ttor area was built 
up t0 impressive prnport i rns . The 11st0ry11 was ns f0llows: 

With a target date rr 1NRPTUNE 1 D plus 45 , a 
cr0ss -ohannol oporation will bo carried 0ut 
by a t0tal f0rco cf fifty divisions with croft 
and shipping for twelve divisiC'ns . The assault 
will be made in tho p;.s DE Cl.Li.IS aroa by six 
di vi siC'ns , twc fu.ST and f0ur SOITTH C'f c .. ·,p GRIS 
N~Z . lllo follow- up and immcdiatG build- up 
will be a furthe:.r six di vis iC'ns . Tho f 0rco 
will bv built up t0 th~ t0tal cf fifty divisions 
at th~ r~t~ 0f ebr-ut thr&c divisi0ns p~r day . 

Tht; first phase cf th~ opurati0n will bo 
th~ est~blish.m~nt of s bridg~hoad which uust 
includ~ th.., maj0r pcrt C'f .. NTW-RP and the 
communicati0n ccntrG of BRUSS~LS . FI'C'~ tnis 
bridgchvad ltirge - scalo opor~tions will. be con­
duct6d ~gairat thb RUHR with thu final object 
of occupying GEfilLNY. (799) 

By their pr&sence in th~ Dover are& during the period 
i mmed istely proceding and following D Day the He&dquartcrs 
of the 2nd Canauian C0rps , l arge numbers of Corps Tr00ps , 
&nd th~ 2nd C&nadian Divisi0n contributed t0 th6 success 
C'f this throat acrnss th0 Channo l (800) . 

CONCLUSION 

425 . FC'ur yoars C'f planning had culminated 
in the final adjustmvnts tc the grand design f0r the 
lllied invasion of Norm&ndy. Beginnin3 with Mr . 
Churchill ' s eff0rts to regain thb initiative -- even 
as the last British and nll i ed troops Wdre withdrawing 
from Dunkirk -- the pl&n for th~ great assault had 
passed through oany critical phas€s . Durine tho p~ri~d 
i mmedic.to l y foll0wi06 Dunkirk tho Cc-t.mlcnwLalth st0od 
virtually alcne against the fC'rmidable Axis Pcw~rs , and 
such invasicn plcns as were pr~par~d r~tained littlo 
.i10 r e than a thoc-ret1cal intur~st . Tho ovGr a l 1 pie turo 
was radically alt~red wh~n , in succession, Hitler began 
his fatal war with Russia , Japan struck at PGarl Harb0ur 
and the:i Uni ted Statos tint orcd the conflict . Thereafter , 
J.mGrican industry o.nd ma.npcwE:lr wero welded to British 
r1Ja0urc es c.nd exp~rionc0 to fcrm an invincible c0L1bina ti on. 

426 . Noverthc loss , even aft6r tho United 
States joined the Comm0nwbalth i~ th& struggl~ , thcra was 
no obvicus s0lution t0 th~ prC'blem 0f invading N~rth-West 

Eur0pe . h long tug 0f war b~gan between 1Jnc rican 
impatience and British cauti0n C'Vor th~ prcspect of an 
early assault against enemy- occupied Eurl"pe . 'fdth thEjir 
decisi0n t0 attack French N0rth .t.frica e.t tho end C'f 
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1942 thb Alli ed leaJurs really p0stpC'ned thu c r osa ­
Channel &~tack frrm 1S43 tr 19~4 . Theroaftor , the 
11har.1 experionce at Dicppe 11 omphe.sized. th~ necess ity 0f 

lnore equipment an.: _.c'r0 trainin~ f0r & w:.jC'r e...ssaul t 
acrnss the Ch~nnol (801) . 

427 . The crippling shortage rf l and i ng 
craft -- tho m0st s 11nificunt fac t or in all larBo - sc&le 
amphi bicus 0p~r~tiC'ns thrC'ughout th~ war -- and thv 
extensi0n of tbs:. ~lliud connnitm~nt in ~he M~ditorranean 
frustrated all hrpes cf an e~rly ro -~ntry in forco t 0 
Nrrth-West Eur0pe . An adJ1tional , at times a j~mina~ing, 
factor was h llied crncern ovbr th~ prnsross rf tho wa r 
in Russ i n . F<'r it wa.s l"'bVi<'US that a. dee is 1 ve German 
vie t 0ry nve r the Red l~rmy w0ul d immodi ate ly make the 
appr 0aching i nvaa i 0n an infinitely m0re hazard<' us venture . 

428 . I t is evident that thG first c~mprahensive 

appreciL.ti0n an:!. ple.n f""r the i nvasion was prrduced by 
the C0mbined C0mmanJers , i n L0n1nn , duri ng thv spring 
rf 1943 . In thCJir sc.lectiC'I. rf the targt-t area 
(inc l uding thl;l cc.stern bea.ch.,s ('f th1;i C0tcntin PE-ninsula) , 
in the ir estim~te 0f th~ forces required , and in their 
f0recast <' f 0pcrati--ns subs~qucnt t r the assault , the 
CC'mb ined C0nmrn.nders mnJ.e e ve1·y s i gnificant c0ntri butirn 
t c the study 0f funJem~ntal pr0blums rf tha invasi0n. 

429 . The le tc.r wcrk C'f the COSS •. C staff 
carried pre - invasion ph:nning thrnJgh its IllC'S t cruc i al 
stage . By consl'lidat 1ng and •;valu&ting e.11 earli~r 
studies 0n th~ subject , and by making specific prnposals 
f0r carrying 0ut th~ 0po rati0n (with th~ resources then 
a vailabla) , the cossJ·.c apfirec l a ti0n became an indispensable 
f r>undat i0n f0r the final 10V..!.1LOF.D 11 pl c.n . Nev1;;rthe l e ss , 
lackinc the authrrit y cf a. Su._)rc.m(. CommanJer, COSSJ~C 

was unable '&r incru:.sc tih- s c 'Pe c-.f t ht' inten..::.ed C'ptrat ion 
in ce rta in r0sp~cts aftc.rward$ frund tr be e ss~ntial to 
the plan. 

430 . Meanwhile , th~ experi ence gained in the 
Mediterranean landinGS durin8 the summer 0f 1943 , and 
the training carrieJ r ut in tl1e United Kinfd.C'm "'n such 
exercises as 11S?uRT.r.N11 , 11 PRIMi.OSE 11 , 11H..:RLLlt}.JIN 11 and 
11 PIH.i.T:t. 11 , w~re pr0v1j1ng practical answers t C' m!:.ny 
pr oblems . Meth~ds rf supplyin~ C'Verwhelming fir~ 
supp0rt f0r tho assault -- tht: principa l lessrn <'f thd 
Di~ppe Raid -- wore being cl0sLly st~lied and t os t ed in 
such exercises as 11 PIRI.TE 11 • Out nf this essent i al , 
preliminary expuritinco came the assault techni~uc 
which afttirwa.r1s pr<"v&d i ts wrrth a.gs. inst the 1 I:.tl~ntic 
Wall 11 • 

431. Finally, the !!.ppC' , ntmt;n~ c-f General 
Eisc:.nh.r-wbr as Supremo C0mmander c.'1.J th.? oroctic-n r f 
SHbEF 0n the COSSli.C f0undat i0n int;rrU.uced the final 
peri rd 0f 11 0V1!.RLORD11 planning . During this pcr i rJ 
g r eat d~cisi('ns weru tQk&n which l~ra<len~d ~n~ 
strengthened th6 scrpa cf thQ init ial assault , which 
settled the rele.t i<'nship r-f "Ov:;:.{Lv~" tC' 11 ... i\VIL", which 
detcrmin~u th~ timing ~f the invasi~n an... which ~nded 
crntrrvt1rsies ClVvr the air &spact 0f 11 0 V'L"'RLO-=- D11 • In 
the end , f0ur years 0f planning ~nd preparati0n supp0rted 
t he dramat i c decision ms.de at 0410 lira , 5 Jun 44 , by 
th~ Supr eme C0mmand~r : 
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11Vle \' ill sail tomorrow. 11 

432 . This report ~ as prepared by Major T • • • 
Hunter, R. c •. : •• 

~ . l.1 (/.. __ ._JU_'-, t,J . ( . v- ;c- ; .. '- '-) ~l. 
for (C, P. St acey) Colonel , 

Director Historical Section. 
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Maund, £,E • cit., p . ll6 . 11 Unl0ading tr0ubles 11 in an 
bmLrican sectcr rf th~ assault are described by 
Mnris0n , .2.E · cit . , pp 159- 61 . 

Head , 11Amphibi.:-us Opera tir ns 11 , p . 489 . It should bo 
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