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1 . General information on the German anti-
invasion pre)S.rations in 1943 and 1944 and on the Ger.JB.D. 
situation in the West on the eve of the Allied assault 
has been set forth l n Historical Section (G.S. )·· Report 
No . 40 German Defence Preoarations in the West. The 
present report continues to deal ~Nith the assault phase 
of the invasion and the course of events in t he Battle of 
Nornandy. Mainly on the basis of contemporary German 
source ra.aterials it shows how the German Armies ,·,ere 
destroyed by Allied superiority in all arms, and their 
downfall hastened by German blunders at the highest level 
of command. 

2. Background inf'or.ma.tion on the s~rly phases 
of GerLl8.n ooast def ence preparat i ons in the 'fest has been 
sup)lied in Historical Section (G.S. ) Report No . 36, The 
Develo ent of the German Defences i n the Dieppe Sector , 

0 ~ 4 • A detailed descri ption of t he Geruan 9repara-
ions en ispositions in the Canadian sector of assault has 

been presented in Ristorical Section (G.S . ) Re9ort No . 41, 
The German Defences i n the Courseulles - St . Aubin Area of 
the Nornandy Coast . 

J OURCES OF INFORMb.TION* 

3. The bulk of the supporting evidence for 
this re::.)ort consists of original contemporary German 
military docULlents, Hhich it has been possible thanks 
to the unfailing courtesy and cooperation of ail concerned, 
to take on loan from, have reproduced by, or inspect on the 
~remises of one or another of the following United States 
agencies : 

United States Department of the Anny, 
The .Adjutant General's Office , German iiilitary 
Documents 3ection.Washington, D. C. (G.~.D. 3 . ); 

*Paras 3 - 6 repeated from H. S. Report No. 40 
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United .3tates Department of the Anny , 
Of-lice of the Chief of L1.litary History* 
{o.c.u.H.), Tashington , D. C. Foreign Studies 
Branch; 

United States Navy, Naval Records and 
Library, Jashington, D. C. 

4. A certain amount of additional i nformation 
has been derived froa sooe of the very large number of 
studies, wl~ich have been prepared since the conclusion 
of the Second :orld :a r by former German senior officers 
fo r the Offi ce of t~e Chief of Lilitary History , 
·.rashi!lgton , D. C. 

5. I n all cases where the reproduction of a 
sot~rce docuuent is being 9ermanently retained by Hist Seo 
(G.S.), the first reference t o the document is followed 
by the Eist 3ec (G. S .) Master Index Number. 

6. Original dooUulents from divisional or 
lower levels were available only in a few isolated cases; 
the greater ) art of this material is !mown. to be in 
Russian hands, Underlined portions of quotations have 
been underlined in accordance with the original text. 
Subject matter enclosed in round bracket ~ appeared so 
in the original text; subject matter enclosed in square 
brackets did not appear in the original t ext but has 
been added for clarification. 

INVASI ON ALERr .:JID :&'"RLY ThT~RPRET .. ~TIOKS 0 § Till: SITUkTION 

7. During the first days of June the German 
coa st defences from Cherbourg t o Ostend had been pounded 
from the air with tantalizing impartiality. There wa s 
nothing to indicate which sector of the coast between these 
ports had been selected for assault . Nor was it possibl e 
to draw conclusions from the routine pattern of more than 
1400 Allied sorties f lown over t he occupied ·;/est during the 
hours of daylight on 5 Jun 44 (O.N.I. - Tan.bach Collection, 
T.D. Gerr-:an I:aval O)erations Staff (Seekriegsleitung) 
Jun 44, 5 Jun) (Photostat 981 HCN to2)) . At the time when 
the ... ;.lli ed armada was moving towards the Continent most 
higher C-ernan oo.u.nands in the West were in a mood of 
col:l]ar~tive complacency. Allied decepti on and security 
had been brilliant , German Intelli gence had failed signally, 
last l?linute indications were not t'ully ap9reciated and 
there \las no feeling that the 6th of June would be a day 
of decision. Realization of the fact t hat invasion was 
&t hand cane solely from operational reports. Some 
c o;:nander s -.1ere quick in grasping the situation , slower 
were those nost firmly believing the Allies to be neither 
ready nor anxious to undertake the o_peration. (H. S. Report 
No. 40 , paras 75 - 83} 

*Frc.viously styled: Historical Division, U .s. Dept 
of the Army. 
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8. A first and tentative warning came from the 
headquarters of Fifteenth Army at Turooing. Ma jor items 
reoorded during the alert phase in the Anny 's -:far Diary 
were the fo lloVIing: 

5 Jun 
2233 hrs 

6 Jun 
0120 hrs 

6 Jun 
0130 hrs 

Preliminary wa rning to all Corps and 
Tieadquarters regarding i ntercepted code 
Llessage pointing to i nvasion within 48 
hours . 

c. ot s. 81 Corps* telephones c. of s. 
AOK 1.5**: Parachutists dropped in area of 
711 Int' Div at !Aont Cani sy and at Div H. Q.. 
Battle noises there. No details. 

c. of s. AOK l.5 lnstruots l Ops AOK 
15*** to give orders for Alert II [ hi ghest 
degr ee of Alert ] in the whole hrmy area , 
and to report to A Gp B, 

Telephone oonversati6n Cmd AOK 15**** 
with Cmdr 81 Corps*****• Corps Commander 
cont'inns descents in area 711 Int Div. 

0145 hrs Alert II called for all Corps and 
Headquarters. Naval Commands, Air Con.mands 
and Military Governors i nformed, . 

(G.M.D.S . - 59364/1 1 Fifteenth Army, W.D. Jun 44} 
(Photostat 981Al5(Dl)) 

9. To what state of impot ence the German naval 
and air forces had been reduced was illustrated by their 
failure to observe t he original false start and the sub
sequent approach of t he i nvasion fleet . One would have 
expected to find soa e evidence of earl y warnings from the 
Navy, but at the very t iLle when the Chanr. el was crowded 
wit h Allied oraft t he Germans deemed :•the weather 11 

unfavourabl e for t he 111ovement of patrol boats (O.N.I. -
Haval Group ·:rest, W. D, 1 - 7 Jun 44, p . 6229 ) (Photostat 
981NGp-.T(D2 ) ) · ****** './hen the Admiral of the Channel Coast 
re!>orted numerous desoents over the coast , Naval Group ~.lest , 

at 0130 hr s , grudgingl y ordered Alert II, recording 
at the sane tiL.e their concurrence with o .B.West 's and 

*Col Rubert .iiese, G. S . C. 

**Lt Gen Rudolf Hoff mann 

***Col l.:etzke, G.s .c. 
****col Gen Hans von 38.lmuth 

*****Gen Pz Tps ~dolf Friedrich Kuntzen 

******rhe important long-range radar reconnaissance 
i nstallations of the Lu.ttwaffe in t he strongpoint Douvres 
(Canadian sector of assault) had been out of commission 
due to ai r attaoks for several weeks already. (para 27 
below) 
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Air Fleet's views that a major landing attempt was 
im.~robable (ibid, p . 6228). On rare occasions only does the 
annalist f i nd cause for mirth in the tragic records of 
man ts to:.ly, but it ·:1ould be difficult to miss the un
conscious humour in the account of the invasion alert by 
the \Jar diarist of Naval Group '.Test . Under the heading 
"meny Ma j or I.anding11 he recorded with professional 
fidelity the initial disinclination of the Naval Group 
to believe invasion was at hand. The first nart of this 
detailed description of t he events on 6 Jun appears as 
Appendix ap._•r to the :present report . (Ibid, 6 Jun) 

10. Apyarently on their own initiative and 
independently, but alnost simultaneously with Fi~eenth Anny, 
Seventh Army ordered Alert II at 0140 hrs. At 0130 hrs 
84 Corps* had reported "parachute descents since 010.5 hrs 
in the areas east and northwest of Caen, St. 1.larcove, ** 
l:Ontebourg, on both sides of t~e river Vire and on the east 
coast of the Cotentin11 (ti .D. Seventh Army, 6 Jun - 31 Jul 44, 
6 Jun, u.s . Translation Vol II) (981soo8(D8)). ~lhile no 
action had been taken on t he earlier information about the 
intercepted messages, the jumps at the coast clearly called 
for immediate alert. 

11., In his post-i.~ar narrative the Chief Intel-
ligence Officer of hrmy Group B, Col Anton Staubwasser , 
claims O . B. ~fest ordered him to desist from alerting the 
troops at the stage when the alarming intercepts were still 
the sole evidence of threatening danger : 

On 5 Jun at approximately 2200 hrs the 
Third General Staff Officer of Fifteenth Army 
informed me by telephone that one of these code 
words had just been intercepted again, and that 
Fifteenth __ my therefore had alerted its troops 
independently. I reported t his immediately to 
my c. of S. Since A Gp B had no records what 
soever from which to judge the import of the 
intercepted code word, he instructed me to 
obtain a ruling from O.B.West . In the course 
of the ensuing telephone conversations, which 
I conducted personally, a duty officer -- after 
a brief interval -- conveyed to me on behalf of 
O . B. ·:1est the order to desist from alerting the 
troops. 

( O. C.:i.:.H. , F . S.B., hlS B- 67.5, Staubwasser, The 
Enemy Picture as seen by A Gp B before the 
Invasion) (English and German texts: 981SOM 
(Dll6)) 

12 . A soneWhat different version has been 
presented by Lt Gen Bodo Zimmermann (O . B.Ylest ts First 
Operations Officer from 26 Oot 40 - 11 May 4.5). According 
to Zirnm.ermann the interception of the code word to the 
French resistance forces wa s reported to O.B:1lest at 211.5 

*Cmdr: Gen Arty Erich Marcks (killed 12 Jun 44) 

**Presumably ~t . ~iaroouf near llontebourg 
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hrs 5 Jun. The matter was taken very seriously* and 
O. B.West warned all formations and administrative head
quarters in the "ii est: 

. , •• O.B.west ordered A Gp B to comply with 
all the requirements of Alert II throughout the 
entire coastal area . All other agencies were 
to be warned • ••• 

T~e headquarters receiving this order last, 
aoknowledged receipt of the teletype message at 
about 0120 hrs 6 Jun1 ••• 

At about 0215 hrs A Gp B telephoned the 
report of numerous parachute landings in 
Normandy • • • On the Cotentin fighting with air
landed enemy was already in progress; • • In the 
opinion of O . B. ~·vest this was definitel y the 
opening phase of a landing to be expected at 
dawn •• • • 

(O.C ,Ll .H., F .S.B., MS B- 308, 
Zimmenn.ann, Lt Gen, "O. B •. rlest 
from Atlantic Wall to Siegfried 
Line, A study in Con:miand" , 
English Text varas 99 and 1 00) 
(981SOM(D94)~ lHereafter cited 
"A Study in Conmand" ) 

13. In his si tuation report of 0445 hrs 6 Jun, 
O.B. West ·was rather vague on t he subj ect of the alert, 
and refrained from stating the time of ordering .Al ert II 
(G,Y.D. S. - H22/348 , Misc OKH and O.B.West Docs, 0 , B, Jest 
Si~re~ No. 4374/44, 0445 hrs 6 Jun 44) (Photostat 981C:l 
(D26)} . Zimmermann• s statement in respect of Alert II may 
be correct , but his remark about O.B.West•s early 
interpretation of t he events as 11definitely the opening 
phase of a landing" must, of course, be read quite 
literally; there is a vast difference between a .mere 
landing and •:the invasion". 

14 . Little light is shed on this subject by the 
few available docw:ients from O·.B.Vlest ' s headquarters , 
but evidence fron other sources shows O·.B-. West's tardiness 
in reaching a def inite conclusion regarding the nature 
of the operations in progress at the coast, Indeed, with 

*Zimnennann•s claims in this respect are not impressive . 
In t h e iar Diary of O. B.Westta Assistant Chief' of Staff for 
Sup) ly and Ado1n1stration the tallowing was entered: 

6 Jun 
0300 hrs: Called 1 Ops (Zimmermann): 

''Up to now the matter is not considered 
important". 

(G.M.D. S. - 364.50/l , ~f .D. O . ~. West , 1 Jan-
17 Aug 44, 6 Jun 44) (Period 6 - 21 Jun 44: 
Photostat 981CW(D36)) 
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the German air and sea fore.es at bay, Ger.man Intelligence 
checked and defeated, and little operational information 
comi ng to hand, O.B, 1i/est wa s r:.ot in a position to tell 
i lJL.lediately whether he was confronted by a big raid, a 
major diversion or t he strategical main effort. On the 
other hand it cannot be overlooked that as early as 0445 
hrs on 6 Jun his c. of s.* asked [vainly] for General 
Jod.lts permission to employ if necessary the arL10ured 
divisions which had been earmarked as OID!l Reserves. (~) 

1.5. With O.B .. West groping in t he dark, OK'.1' ·was 
unable to fathom t he situation . Information on OKIN's 
early interpretations of t he situation has been supplied 
by Eaj Gen von Buttlar:** 

The first reports of any enemy landing 
atteLlpt began to flow to "lfFSt during the night 
.5/6 Jun roughly between 0300 and 0.500 hrs, They 
c aw.e f rom various sources ••• They soon gave a 
comparatively clear picture of a fairly strong 
airbbrne landing in the area of the mouth of the 
Orne , but those concerning enemy naval activity 
o.nd the attack on the coast still gave no reliable 
impression on the strength and the extent of the 
landing, up to about 1000 hrs 6 Jun. 

The general impression by noon 6 Jun was 
approximately a s follows: 

a) Despite unfavourable W6ather conditions 
the enemy had attacked the German coastal 
fortifications at t he mouth of the Orne and 
to the ·1est of it, as well as between the 
Orne and the Vire, in combination with an 
airborne landing. The landing of the air
borne troops was carried out in close 
tactical coordination with an attack from 
the sea; the attack was, for the moment, 
limited to a restricted area. There 
were, up to that time no indications that 
a major strategic operation was impending. ,,. 

b) :.righting was in progress around the 
coastal fortifications and in t he zone of 
resi stance behind the coastal ·sector under 
attack; ~he local reserves disposed in 
Nornandy had been committed promptly, 
especially 21 Pz Div. 

c) No striking movements were to be 
observed in the Fifteenth army Sector, 
nor, in particular, along the Channel Coast. 

Tl1is picture of' the situation corresponded 
entirely to the 1fFst expectations with rcgurd 
to t he first phase of a large-scale invasion. 

*Gen Inf' Guenther Blumentritt, (C. of' s. O . B.West 
24 Sep 42 - 10 Sep 44). 

*>:iiaj Gen Trausch von Buttlar-Brandenf'els, Horst 
(commonly known as von Buttlar), ·Chief of Army Operations 

WFst from 12 Jan 42 to 15 Nov 44. 
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It left the question open, i n t he .lFSt as well 
as in OKL and Olli, as to whether this was a 
tactical diversion, a strategic landing with a 
limited objective, or the prelude to the 
decisive r.iain effort . 

A tele:_Jhone conversation with O.B.:lest 's 
Operations Officer revealed that the o .B.'ilest 
picture of t he situation on the morning of 6 Jun 
was no clearer nor essentially more complete 
t h::in that summarized above. The WFSt was not 
informed of any specific judgment by A Gp B 
\lhich ~1as in command on t he spot , and the .fFst 
uas una,.:a i'e of the absence of the Army Group 
Commander, Rommel . 

In t he general obscurity of the situation, 
O. B.West•s request that the only strategic 
reserves i n the West which could rapidly be 
made available (Pz Lehr and 12 SS Pz Div) be 
given ordersto march , and then the report that 
they \'Jere already on the march, came as a · 
surprise . The request was refused by Jodl. I 
do not know whether prior to this refusal the 
Chief Of \IFst had obtained a decision from 
Hitler. 

Col Gen J odl based his refusal on the 
following oo nsiderations: 

a) The picture of the situation at t he 
t ii.:e did not justify the opinion t hat the 
enemy 's niaiii landing operation had already 
begun ••• • 

( 11A Study in Coamand", .Q..12 cit., Annex Five, 
quoting: O. C.1:.H., F . 3.B.--;MS B-672, von 
Buttlar, O.B.Hest Cor.imand Relationships 
1943-1945, Part 26 of 31 parts, paras 1- 6) 

16. I n a formal report on 4 Jun 44 Admiral 
Kranoke, Cmdr Naval Group ~est, had called the plainly 
discernible Allied evolutions "a mixture of bluff and 
preparaticns for a venture at a later date". 11However0

, 

he hedged, ·' thi s estimate of t he situation is fraught 
\'Jith un.knm•;n f actors·' (li . s. Report No. 40, .Q.R £1:b para 
79) . At 0130 hrs 6 Jun Nava l Group West v1as still un
convinced of t he irar.iinence of a major landing (para 9 
above), but at 0445 hrs of t he same day they were already 
conplaining to the Naval Oper ations Staff about o . B.West's 
estimate of the situation being different from their own : 

O.B.West, who ha s evidently received fewer 
reports, especial ly on t he l anding f~om the sea, 
is not yet convinced that invasion on a large 
scale has begun. at OJ.Cf too, as is apparent 
f r on a telephone conversation with ·. IFSt/Ops/ 
Navy, the views of Naval Group .lest and the 
Naval Operations Staff are not so far co~pletely 
shared • • •• . · 

(1H .D. Skl ~ ~ £.ll, p . 104, 
6 Jun 44 J 
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Later in the morning the following was entered in the 
·.rar Diary: 

ro doubt the enemy has succeeded to a 
ce=tain extent in surprising t~e whole German 
defence nechanism. This not in the least due to 
his skilful choice of the ti~e for execution 
under aJ?arently unfavourable but steadily 
improving ,,.eather conditions . In the selection 
of the landing site the enemy was fortunate 
too •••• 

(.i . D. Naval Groul> .fest , 
.Ql? cit , p . 6234} 

17. On 4 Jun the Naval O~erations Staff had 
recorded 1:av£.l Group's estimate of the landing possi biliti es 
for the night 5/6 Jun as :irmprobable" for the Channel 
Coast and t he Netherlands area , and "Possible" for t he 
Atlantic Coast (\l . D. akl , QR c i t , 4 Jun 44, p . 62). 
It is well kilown that the llivasion was launched under 
barely tolerabl e r:.eteorologi cal conditions as a 
calculated ri sk accepted on the basis of a nredicted 
f l eeting i.mproveaent in the weather . But at the tifile 
when the Allied Chief 1.!eteor ol ogist vJas making hi story ' s 
most noment ous weather-forecast , the Germans were not in 
a state of ac~te ap)rehension ; they noted that the 
weather wa·s none too good and let it go at that . That 
the Allies embarked on the a l l - important ventur e under 
less than opt imal conditions came to them as a surprise . * 

18. .1 .. t any rate suspense had now given way to 
action, and at so~e time during the day the Naval 
Operations st~ff SU!lliled up t he situation : 

The invasion has begun. After almost 
continuous bombing of our defence positions on 
the Channel coast between Cherbou:rg and Ostend 
during the Jast few days and nights by most 
po\lerful air formations , froli.l t he military point 
of view the time was ripe for a large- scale 
l andi ng attempt as soon as the weather was 
f'avourable. Although during the night '3/6 Jun 
the weather could not be regarded as at all 
favourable -- the wind was fron the North-:Test , 
varying f rom 4 to 6 in strength , sonetines more , 
with the sky thickly covered and a low ceiling 
our o~ponent decided to risk t he leap. His 
decision was evidently based on a forecast of 
i.c.proved ueather conditions during the next 
fe~ days, and t hereby all reflections and 

*As on any other day, on 5 Jun 44 Naval Group ~fest 
recorded a number of meteorological data without counent . 
But f'ron the :lar Diary of the Naval Operations .staff it 
would ap9ear that the Naval Group had revised its estimate 
in t he sense that a landing on the Channel and Dutch Coast 
·1as now possibl e (Ibid, p . 82 , 5 Jun 44) ~ In the absence 
of supporting evide~from other sources , however , tris 
statenent must be taken with some reservations . Evidently 
the entry was added as an afterthought , on a different 
typewriter , in different alignment and with a curious mis
spelling. ·."ihile it is possible that the estimate from the 
Naval Group was received after the days entr ies had been 
made , it is not unlikely that the item was added ex post facto 
to save ff;l.ce , 
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s--Jeculations have been ended . The t ension which 
weighed heavily on all has been lifted. For 
Germany the war has entered its fi~al phas e . 
Once more there is an opportunity to force a 
quick decision by a short but furious ,assage 
of anns . Arter proclan:etiona ·and addresses by 
t he enemy Commanders-1.n- Chief, Heads of 3tate 
and ~inisters having announced t his to the world 
ceremoniously and in a more or less gracef'u.l 
fashion, there is no question but that t he 
gr eat "decision-seeking operation" against Europe 
is actually under way. Any doubt on the subject 
is no longer possible , since even during t he 
early .morning hours the vast scope of the 
enemy's Iililitary effort can be seen. 

(W . D. Skl , .QJ? .Q.ll, p . 93 ) 

At 0240 hrs Oirll/ilFst/Ops (Navy) was informed 
by telephone: "C. - i n-C. Navy has cut short his 
leave and is returning t o his headquarters during 
t he morning." 

(Ibid, p . 94) 

19. Logically enough Alert II was declared fi rst 
i n the area where the parachute descents were taking place. 
The initial defence of the "Caen Sector" (from Asnelles 
(excl) to east of J.lerville-Franoeville Plage (east of the 
Orne) ) was the responsibility of 716 Inf Div. A good 
deal of information on the Division ' s defence operations on 
6 Jun has been sup)lied by Lt Gen Richter. On the alert 
phase he wrote in part :* 

During t he night 5/6 Jun the troops and 
reserves of 716 Inf Div which were i n l ine were 
in a state of norLlal preparedness ... (o) 

Since no special re)orts about the enemy 
were received until the moment 'when enemy 
activities v1ere observed first, and since no 
unusual conditions of weather and tides were 
facilitating aggressive ope r ations fron the 
sea and air, neither Corps nor Division had 
ordered a state of increased alert.. . (c) 

In spite of this the troops could not be 
and were not taken by surpri se because: 

The crews in the resistance nests were 
fully prepared, the combat posts and heavy 
v1ea9ons were manned, the staf'fs were in 
their coDlDB.lld posts ... (o) 

The fi rst report of the airborne landings 
crune by telephone from cmdr 736 Regt on hill 
61 on 6 Jun at about 0040 hrs. He had just 
received Vlord of parachute descents east of the 

*Passages marked (o) ~ra quoted from Richter's contemporary 
report; passages marked (n) are quoted from Richter's post
war narrative , both contained in t he volume referred to at 
end of para 19. 
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Orne. About ten to fifteen minutes later he 
reported continuation of t he descents . In his 
opinion it was not just a :natter of landing 
conbat teams~ as had occurred frequently before, 
but t :ie begj nning of the invasion. He had 
therefore ordered Alert II for [Coast Defence 
Group] Riva Bella. I was of t he same opinion 
and ordered Alert II for the Division at about 
0100 hrs.... (n) 

Upon the telephone reJort to Cor9s at about 
0100 hrs no further orders emanated from there, 
as far as I remember, since all the necessary 
orders had been or •1ere just being given by the 
Division. (n) 

(O.C. L.H., F . S . B., MS B- 621, Richter, :iilhelm, Lt Gen, 
Gmdr 716 Inf' Div, The Battle of 716 Inf Div i n 
Normandy, 6-23 Jun 44, including detailed contemporary 
Operations Re~ort for 6 Jun 44) (German and English 
texts : · 981SC!£{D97). - See also H.S. Report No. 41 , 
.QJ2 £.ll, para 2 6 ) 

D DAY ( 6 JUN) 

Generf!l Aspect.a 

20. A broad picture of t he German Order of 
Battle and dispositions i n t he Test in general and in the 
Caen sector in particular has been supJ lied in Hist Seo 
(G. s.) Reports Nos . 40 and 41 (paras 1 and 2 above) . The 
coastal defence sector Caen was held by 716 Inf Div , on 
its right was 711 Inf Div, on t lle left was 352 Inf Div , 
further west and northwest t .ue invading forces were to 
meet eleiilents of 91 Airborne and 709 Inf Divs. Events 
during this phase i n t he sectors west of 716 Inf Div ·are 
not bein g dealt with : n detail in t he present reyort. 

21. The sole substantial armoured formation 
iL.unediately available to Seventh Army (Le lians) was 21 Pz 
Div with neadquarters at St . Pierre-sur-Dives . It was 
scattered in four groups on both sides of t :...e Orne from 
north to south of Caen over an area nearly 30 miles deep 
and 1.5 miles v1ide . J..lso south of t he Seine, and within 

distances alloTiing reasonably quick intervention , but in 
the area of Fifteenth A.l'lllY and earmarked as OK.i Reserves, 
were 12 SS Pz "Div and Pz Lehr Div (G. M.D. s . - OKH , ~J:.w.y 
General 3taff , Sit I:aps ·Jest , Sit Map 6 Jun 44) (Photostat 

981 . 004{D2)); (G.ll.D. S. - 57351/10, SeTenth Army, Sit hiap 
5 Jun 44) (Photostat· 981A7 (D2)); (See also H. s. Report 
No . 41, .Q.E cit, para 60} . At Le llerlerault, approximately 
14 miles east-southeast ·or .... rgentan, was Headquarters 1 as 
pz Corps (Sit Liaps Seventh Army , 5 Jun 44, cited above) . 
It \las ready to assume control of such a combination of· 
arnoured divisions as circumstances might require. 

22 . With regard to the placing of the large 
reserves the Germans had l ong been in a quandary . Kee)ing 
the mobile formations far back would facilitate quicker 
delivery of counter-attacks with all the impetus of 
massed forces , safeguard the lateral mobility needed to 
cope with surprise att acks and keep the most valuable 
units away from the fury of initial bombardments. 
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Conversely, t he insufficient strength of the coastal 
divisi ons , nnd the certa inty of deterioration spreading 
in geometrical progression with every additional moment 
lost, suggested keeping t he armour close t o the coast, In 
view of the complete Allied mastery of the air there was 
no clear-cut answer to t ile problem except, perhaps, fore 
telling quick defeat in any case. It will be seen below 
that i n the event the expected difficulties \/ere com.pounded 
into di saster because Hitler had discarded sound .high 
oornr:i.and practice for the sake of his own devices. 

23. Sorue general information on the early 
developments of 6 Jun is shown her e in the form of 
paraphrased excerpts f'rom the Operations log of Seventh 
Army: 

0215 hrs 

0235 hrs 

0440 hrs 

0.520 hrs 

064.5 hrs 

0700 hrs 

c. of s. Seventh Army* to c. of s. 
A Gp B:** 

Confirms airborne landings mainly 
in vicinity of ?16 Inf Div, sout hern 
eastcoast of Cotentin ·and diagonally 
through 91 Airb Div,. ·. O. of S. AOK 
7 suggests placing 91 Airb Div under AOK 7. 
Cl ors. A Gp G considers 1 t sti.11 as a 
local affair, c. of S. aOK 7 thinks 
it is a major operation. 

91 Airb Div placed under 84 Corps • .,·. 

1 Ops 84 Corps reports : 

1 and 3 Bty 1716 Arty Regt 
attacked by groups from cargo gliders . 
1 Bty engaged in hand to hand fighting; 
3 Bty out of commission . 

Ctndr 21 Pz Div*** to C. of S. AOK 7: 

••• 21 Pz Div has sent out strong 
reconnaissance patrols and started attacks 
on both sides of the Orne estuary. lia.in 
effort east ot the Orne. 

21 Pz Div was placed under AOK ?, 
and elements 21 Pz Div under cmdr 125 Pz 
Gren Regt (21 Pz Div] have been committed 
agnins t airborne enemy on both sides of 
the Orne. 

c. of s. AOK 7 informs Cmdr 84 Corps: 

21 Pz Div to be placed under 84 
Corps; 12 SS Pz Div to move f'or.'iard 
to Lisieux area ••• 

>lfpem.sel , llax , Maj Gen (Lt Gen on 9 Nov 44) c. ot s. 
Seventh Ar my (20 l:Ia.y 43 - 30 Jul 44) 

**Speidel, Dr. Hans, Lt Gen, c. of s. A Gp B (15 Apr -
1 Sep 44) 

***.?euohtinger, Edgar, La.j Gen (Lt Gen on 1 Aug 44) 
Coor 21 Pz Div (1 Jun 43 - Dec 44) 
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84 Corps to AOK 7: 

Strong seaborne landings of 
i nfantry and tank forces beginning at 
Q11i hrs. landings on both sides of 
Orne, partioularly west of t he Orne at 
Berni erea , Asnelles, rueuvaines and 
Grandcamp. 

(.I .D . Sevent h Army, U .s. Transl., Vol II, 
.Q.12 cit, 6 Jun 44) 

24 . Shortly after nidnight on 6 Jun Fifteenth 
Al'!ny wanted 12 SS Pz Div (OK\I Reserve) moved up from the 
Orl eans-Chartres ar ea f or the task of clearing t he east 
bank of t he Orne of' airlanded enemy. Eventually the 
Division was moved up to the Lisieux area, but in t he 
meantime its pr esence west of Caen had become of much 
greater ur gency and it was placed under Seventh army 
and l SS Pz Corps. The early steps regarding t he 
prospective employment of the Division a re briefly 
summarized below from entries in t he 1 far Diary of 
Fi:rteenth Army: 

014.5 hrs .:.OK requests moving- up 12 SS Pz Div 

0245 hrs Request repeated 

0350 hrs Request r enewed [ 3pei del evasive] 

0430 hrs aequest now made to A Gp ~; Blumentritt 
will suggest it t o OK\/ 

0510 hrs Bl umentritt states order for moving up 
12 SS P:: Div Vias given by O.B.West to 
~ G9 B twenty minutes ago . 

0550 hrs A Gp B informs AOK 15 t hat 12 SS now 

161.5 hrs 

under A Gp B and ordered to Bernay-Lisieux 
area. 

Speidel to AOK 15 : 12 SS Pz Div r equired 
for clea r ing Calvados bridgehead in 
combination with 21 Pz Div and Pz Lehr 
Div under 1 S.3 Pz Corps. 

( .l .D. Fifteenth Army , 
.QJ2 £!!, 6 Jun 44} 

For t hose specifically int erested this information i s 
repeated below in greater detail:· 

014.5 hrs C. of s, ACK 15 to C. of S. ~ Gp B: 

021.5 hrs 

Requests alerting and moving up ' l 2 33 
Pz Div. Reece elements ahead ... Answer: "No". 

c. of s. 81 Corps to c. of s. AOK 15: 
81 Corps i n contact ·wi th 12 SS Pz Div 
r egarding reoonnoitring •• • Answer: I 
have asked A Gp B fo r reooe by 12 SS as 
early as 0130 hrs. 



024.5 hrs 

0337 hrs 

034.5 hrs 

03.50 hrs 

0430 hrs 

04.5.5 hrs 

0.510 hrs 

0.52.5 hrs 

0.5.50 hrs 

1105 hrs 

- 1.3 -

C. of S. AOK 15 to 1 Int A Gp B:* 
Renewed request for reooe by 12 SS 

1 Ops A Gp B** to l Ops AOK 15: 
Elements 12 SS Pz Div em.ployed 1n recce 
towards Pont L 'Eveque ••• 

c. of s. 81 Corps to c. of s. AOK 15 : 
Renewed request for moving up 12 S3 Pz Div •• • 

C. of S. AOK 15 to C. of s. A Gp B: 
Renewed request for moving up 12 SS Pz Div. 
Reply Speidel: 12 SS has been alerted and 
instructed to send out reoce elements . 

C. of S. AOK 15 to C. of S. a Gp D: 
Estiilate of situation : 12 SS Pz Div ought 
to be committed in area ·of 711 Div, not 
used for recce purposes. Reply Blumentritt: 
This good suggestion will be discussed in 
this sense with O'KW. Reply follows. 

C. of S. AOK 15 to 1 Ops A Gp B: 
.3ame request as at 0430 hrs to A Gp D. 
Reply requested. 

C, of S. AOK 15 to 1 Ops A Gp D: 
-Jhat about 12 SS? Reply: Twenty minutes 
ago O. B. West gave orders to A Gp B for 
moving up 12 SS Pz Div to rear of 711 Inf 
Div in a manner making possible immediate 
intervention [if ordered].. 

c. of s. AOK 15 to c~ of s. A Gp B: 
Re 12 SS? Reply Speidel : 12 SS Pz Div 
has received orders for moving to Lisieux 
area so that immediate intervention in 
area 711 Inf Div possible. Reoce ahead. 

1 Ops A Gp B to 1 Ops AOK 15: 
12 SS Pz Div has been placed under A Gp B 
and given orders for moving imuediately 
to t ile line Bernay [ESE Lisieux] -
Lisieux, Div imnediately to establish 
liaison with 81 Corps and 711 Inf Div. 

1 Ops AOK 7 to 1 Ops AOK 1.5 : 
Between flooded area on t he h rmy boundary 
and the Orne AOK 7 ·has no forces to cope 
uith the situation . Only an Eastern 
battalion is there. 21 Pz Div is dealing 
~1th the situation west of t~e Orne. AOK 7 
requests commitment or elements 711 Inf 
Div i n the area east or t he Orne. 
aeply: Reserves or 711 Inf Div are 
numerically weak and will arrive t oo late. 
I t ; 101.ild seem better to commit elements 
12 SS Pz Div in that area. Therefore , at 
ll2.5 hrs, dee lines request of AOK 7. 

*staubwasser, Anton, Col, G. s . c . , 1 Int A Gp B 

**von Tempelhoff, Hans Georg, Col, G.s. c . , 1 Ops A Gp B. 

,, 
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1430 hrs A Gp B to 1 Ops AOK 15! 
Elimination of bridgehead east of t he Orne 
necessary today. For this commitment of 
12 33 Pz Div necessary. Reply: Request has 
been made; consent· from OKW expected soon. 

1615 hrs c. of s. AOK 15 and c. of s~ A Gp B: 
••• Speidel: Beachhead on Calvados (18 km wide) 
to be eliminated by 1 SS Pz Corps (Sepp 
Dietrich) with 21 Pz Div and 12 SS Pz Div; 
.rn addition Pz Lehr Div moving up. Sepp 
Dietrich moving up Pz Lehr Div, but the 
foI'LlB.tion for the moment remaining directly 
under A Gp B. 

17}5 hrs C, of s. AOK 7 to C. of S. AOK 15: 
Ene.mr main pressure in beachhead is towards 
Caen• Benouville in enemy hand, Attack by 
21 Pz Div now under way, 12 SS Pz Div's not 
before tomorrow, Pz Lehr Div's even later. 

1750 hrs 1 Ops A Gp B to l Ops AOK 15: 
l SS Pz Corps committed against beachhead ; 
12 SS Pz Div arriving on 7 Jun, Pz Lehr 
Div on 8 Jun .. 

(loo .91:!?,) 

Events in Canadian Sector 

25. German dispositions i n t he Caen sector have 
been described in Hist Sec (G.S.) Report No . 41 (.Q:E .£.!,1). 
The most authentic source of information on events in t he 
Canadian sector is Richter's narrative based on his con
temporary Ol)erations·report (Richter, "The Battle of 716 
Inf Div in Non.11andy11 , .Q.11 cit), 

26. At about 0100 hrs t he whole Division was 
plaoed on highest alert, 21 Pz Div was informed and 
followed suit, The first engagements took place along 
both banks of the Orne (Richter, .Q.11 ,£ll, (Nar::-ative) pp 10-12), 
Further west the defence of the sector to be i nvaded by the 
Canadians was primarily the task of 2 Bn 736 Gren Regt. 
Aooording to Richter a minor engagement occured in this 
seotor before the Canadians landed. 8/736 (the fourth 
company of 2 Bn 736) was lost in fighting against airlanded 
elements between Bernieres and Tailleville: 

At 0510 hrs [6 Jun] 2 Bn 736 reported t hat the 
enemy had made airborne l andings south of Bernieres 
and north of Tailleville (H. ~ . 2 Bn 736) and had 
penetrated into Bernieres pushing northward. 
IIllillediately 2 Bn 736 (Tailleville) and 2 Bn 726 
(Banvill~ each launched a reinforced company 
against this enemy. The Division ordered the 
elements of 2 Bn 726 to return to their positions 
in order to prevent dissipation of forces, The 
attack by 8/736 faltered due to naval fire and 
was beaten off, Nobody returned, so the details 
are not lalown,·. •, The terrain lacked cover, our 
arty was insufficient and the Luftwaffe failed 
to neutralize enemy arty and to keep out the 
enemy air force, and even failed to prevent their 
observation. How much the enemy parachutists 
have contributed to the capture of Bernieres I 
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cannot state, since no further reports were 
received from the resistance nests and the 
off'ice~s uho were dispatched to investigate did 
not return. 

(loo cit) --
27. Before the imin fore es hit the shore, 
s:;>eoialist forces had cleared lanes across the minefields, 
and: 

at about 0730 hrs landings of enemy 
infantry and tanks began , The landings took 
place simultaneously on three points of main 
effort: 

1. Asnelles - Meuvaines 

2. Courseulles Bernieres 

3. Lion-sur-Mer Colleville road and beaoh. 

At all three beachheads the coast was 
protected only by field emplaceDents and reinforced 
field emplaoalents . The strongpoint of Courseulles, 
loca ted between beachheads 1 and 2 and Iil.Ore strongly 
fortified"in sone positions and the strongpoi nt ot 
Rivabella, located east of beachhead 3 and partly 
more strongly fortified were greatly impeded in 
their effectiveness before and during the landing 
as the result of heavy fire from ships and bombers 
and of smoke screens . Beaoh obstaoles were not 
i n tile same depth in beaohhead areas 2 and 3 i n 
the western half as on the rest of the coast 
since at these places stakes oould not .be driven 
into the ground beoause of rocky reefs, at l east 
this could not be aooomplished with the limited 
means uhioh the division had at its disposal . 
It is r01Jl8rkable that landings at these places 
had been declared quite improbable because 
they· would be t oo dangerous , in the opinion of the 
Navy, Seekommandant Cherbour g, which had been 
formed earlier. The laying of sea.mines instead of 
buil ding stake obstaoles was to be carried out by 
the ~avy but had not yet taken plaoe, because the 
transport of mines from Cherbourg was difficult 
a s every transport was sunk by the enemy air force. 
Emergency mines, constructed by the army and 
planted instead of seamines proved to be 
inadequate as was expected. These mines were 
made of large wooden bas ~s filled with stones 
and explosives, planted on t he botton of the 
sea on eaoh side of the rock reefs and attached 
to beams f l oating ai the surt'aoe of t he wat er . 
If a ship should touch the beam the charge 
should explode. Every time that a strong t14e 
occurred, t he beams were torn off and deposited 
on the beaoh. 

(loo cit) --



- 16 -

28. subsequent events in the Canadian sector 
\lere described by Richter in t he following passages: 

Near Courseulles - Bernieres the enemy had 
landed t;1i th tanks and infantry at 07 30 hrs and 
had advanced towards the South. The command :post 
of 2 Bn ?36 in Tailleville was surrounded several 
times in the course of t t.e day, but could free 
itselr again . The last report from the coa.ander 
of 2 Bn 736 came at 1548 hrs . Arter that the 
unit v1as driven together in a small area but 
still held. (~, P • 16) 

As nentioned, by 1600 hrs the remainder of the 
oOlJllland post 2 Bn 736 in Tailleville had been 
surrounded . The enemy had advanced across 
Tailleville to the South and had surrounded the 
Luftwaffe strongpoint Douvres. Here the long- range 
reconnaissance installations of the Luftwaffe 
were located. They had been destroyed by enemy 
fighter planes about three weeks earlier , but 
the strongpoint garrison of 230 men , reinforced 
by stragglers , had the following weapons : 

5 cm Pak 3 
5 cm KwK 

6
3 

2 om Flak 
Hy MG 4 
IMG 16 
Flamethrowers 12 
Hy Mortars 3 
Lt Mortars 1 

The comnander ot the strongpoint, Lt Col I gle, 
was a brave and capable officer. \'lith his men 
he repelled all enemy attacks and held the po
sition until 15 or 16 Jun. Si.ilea telephone 
connections were not i nterrupted (fortress- type 
telephone cable two metres underground) he vwas 
able to carry out continuous observation of all 
enem¥ movements dit hin range of observation. 
This enabled him to supply divisi::nal headquarters 
with valuable tactical information. In the days 
which followed enemy preparations f or attacks and 
for t~e assault on Douvres could frequently be 
countered successf'ully by the remainder of ?16 
In:f Div artillery and 21 Pz Div artillery using 
Douvres as an observation post . (Ibid , p. 21- 22) 

• • ,In the evening the situation [on the left wing] 
clear ed up to the exteilt t hat t he enemy was held 
up in his drive southward in the ~eneral line 
Breoy - Thaon... . (~, p . 24) 

• , .. By evening the strongpoints :fron. the left 
division boundary to Courseulles wer e in the hands 
o:f t .C.e enemy. The strongpoints of St . Aubin, 
Lagrune , Luc - sur-Mer were still in our possession . 
According to reliable reports they were still firing 
oTI the morning of 7 Jun, Douvres and H • .i. 736 Regt 
(Hill 61) vtere still in our hands, with telephone 
and radio connnunications still tunctionning, 

(~, P • 24) 
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Reasons for Defeet of 716 Inf Div 

29. In view of t he weight of the allied assault 
and the absence of quick and forceful Germ.an intervention· 
the early collapse of 716 Inf Div was a foregone conclusicn. 
Richter's list of contributary factors is quoted below 
in full; it is of interest less for the obvious reasons 
named than ror a number of individual factors revealing 
deficiencies of t he German defence preparations: 

1 . Failure of all reconnaissance (sea and air); 

2. complete lack of support from the Luf'twafre, 
which might have engaged t he landing fleets 
and landed forces; 

3. neither the off-shore obstacles nor the stakes 
2roduced t he results which were hoped for, 
particularly because these measures had not 
been completed everywhere ; 

4. the large minefields laid by the troops did not 
produce the desired results because heavy 
bowbings and fire from naval guns caused pre
mature explosions; 

5. large gaps were torn in t he coastal defences 
as a result of t he field works and reinforced 
fie ld wor ks not being strong enough to resist 
heavy bombings and fire from naval guns; 

6. dense smoke screens handicapped the aiming of 
fire against ships and landed troops ; 

7. laok of effective anti -tank defence , as two 
anti-tank companies were destroyed in their 
field empl acements by bombings; 

8. the GeriilB.Il artillery was put out of action at 
an early stage as a result of bombing , shelling 
by ship ' s artillery and attack by airborne 
troops; 

9. efrective air reconnaissance and espionage 
(as shown by captured docuraents) enabled the 
enemy to prepare the attack in all details, and 

10. the failure of an Eastern battalion which had 
been considered as reliable . 

Apart fron these weaknesses in the coastal defence, 
the following factors led to the breakthrough: 

a} Th e reserves located close to the coast 
were too weak to hold up such a massed 
attack by an enemy continually reinforcing 
himsel.f •••• 

b) t ne moving of operational reserves 
11as much delayed by the absolute enemy air 
superiority; 

c ) the absence of a second fortified line 
echeloned in depth . 

(Ibid , (Contemporary Report ) pp 65 -68) 

-, 
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Casualties of 716 Inf Div 

30. On the eve of the assault the personnel of 
716 Inf' Div was within 110 of authorized strength. The 
formation lacked tanks and assault guns, but the lack of 
guns had been counterbalanced by placing elements of G.H. Q. 
and 21 Pz Div artillery under the direct command of the 
Division. By last light on D Day the Division had been 
\.Jreoked. Of a total of four German and two Eastern bat
t alions, there remained one German battalion (less 201o 
casuAlties); all other battalions v1ere mere remnants. 
The artillery suffered to the same degree, by evening it 
had been reduced to 1/5 of its initial strength, there 
v1ere six guns left west of the Orne, and five or six on 
the east bank. Anti-tank elements had lost 751o of their 
initial strength, anti-aircraft elements about 2/3 and 
others about 1/3. * · 

(Ibid, (Narrative) pp 40-41) 

Intervention by 21 Pz Div 

31. The first al'IilOured division to intervene in 
the fighting near the coast was 21 Pz Div. At first it was 
intended to use t he formation for clearing the area east of 
the Orne, but with the Calvados coast emerging as t he focal 
area of t he Allied eff ort the bulk of t he Division was 
committed late in the afternoon of D-Day to a oounter-attaQk 
in t he general direction of Lion-sur-Mer. The attack 
virtually r eached t he coast; had it not been halted [according 
to t he German sources] mainly due to a irlandings in the rear 
it might have t urned into a serious threat to the Canadian 
forces moving towards the line Thaon - Creully. 

32, Fuehrer Directive No . 40, of 23 Mar 42 
(Rist Bee Report No. 36, para 37), had stressed the 
necessi t y of one commander being full y in charge of any 
given coastal-o:ef ence seotor. When 21 Pz Div was called 
to i rrtervene in t he Caen sector the situation arose, there
fore, of a high class mobile division coming temporarily 
under t he capable but armour-wise inexperienced commander 
of a lowly coastal division. In his narrative Richter 
repeatedly refers to the "crier s" he gave 21 Pz Div at 
0200 hrs and later during t he earl y hours or the morning 
(Richter (Narrative) p. 11). But even according to his 
own contemporary operations report the formation was not 
formally placed under his command until 1030 hrs (Ibid, 
(Contemporary Report) p . 61 ) .• With the spectre of<refeat 
i n front and that of court martial in the r ear , comm.and 
arrangements at the time had to be handled gingerly. 
Richter's position as sector commander should have placed 
him automatically in charge, but the comnand situation was 
vague because, as General von Geyr says: 

••.• the main body of 21 Pz Div had received 
strict orders not to move; it was not to be 

*On 1.5 Jun, in a telephone conversation ·with a staff 
of"ficer of Seventh army, c. of s. 1 SS Pz Corps requested that 
the headquarters staff of 716 Inf Div be brought baok to tull 
strength, and added: "It is intended to form two battalions 
from t he remnants of t ne Division" (~;i . D. Seventh Army, U.S. 
Transl . Vol II, .QJ2 .£.ll, 2310 hrs, 15 Jun) 
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coLJI!litted without the consent of Field :Marshal 
Rommel.. Thus it ha.p:yened that these troops 
had to stand by as spectators While enemy 
paratroopers jumped on their comrades. (O.C.Ji.H., 
F .s.B., HS B-466, Gen Pz Frhr Geyr von 
SchweppenburgJ Pz Gp West, Mid 43 - 5 Jul 44, 
P• 21) (981SOM (D54)) 

33. Some time before 0645 hrs 21 Pz Div had 
been placed under Seventh Army (W.D. Seventh Army, .Q,:Q cit, 
0645 hrs 6 Jun). Short l y thereafter, in a telephone call 
at 0700 hrs, Seventh Army placed the Division under 84 
Corps (para 22 above ; o.c .M.H.~ F.S . B., MS B-784 , von Criegern, 
84 Corps in Normandy, p. 10) ( 9t)lSQM (Dl29 )),, General of Panzer 
Troops Freiherr Leo Geyr von Schweppenburg (hereafter 
referred to as von Geyr) writes that at about 1000 hrs 
Nia.roks, Feuohtinger and Richter conferred at the latters 
headquarters in Caen (von Geyr, _QR cit, p. 21). There -
upon, at 1035 h~~i 84 Corps informeO:-Seventh Army of its 
intention to oo t 21 Pz Div west of the Orne, (W.D, 
Seventh Army, .2:.2 fil, et ~) 

34 . By approximately 1600 hrs the spearheads of 
21 .Pz Div finally established contaot with the opponent and 
according to all sources, were making good progress.* 

* • •• The attack reached the height of Lion and 
a] peared to be leading to compl ete success -
reaching and clearing the coast --, when the enemy 
dropped strong numbers of airborne troops south ot 
Lion. ~1hile the German task force deployed troops 
against this enemy in order to keep i ts rear free, 
further enemy airborne troops were landed in the 
area Plumetot - Hermanville - Plumiers (sic) 

[presumably Perier a] . These troops did not only 
jump into 100 Pz Regt (21 Pz Div), which was 
co.mm.itted in this area while it was attacking and 
brought it to a standstill, but al so threatened to 
finish the closing in of Assault Group 19? south 
of Lion in cooperation with the enemy airborne 
troops n entioned before. 21 Pz Div ordered Group 
192 to fight its way back to Anguerny - · cazelles. 
This movem.ent was completed by 2000 hrs . 

(Richter: (Narrative) p . 23) 

••• A smart attack carried out yesterday 
afternoon by 21 Pz Div from north of Caen, reached 
the coast • . Due to st~ong air attacks and numerous 
glider landings in the rear , the gains had to be 
abandoned in order to free the rear a rea • . ( ~l .D, 
Naval Group ·, /est, ~ cit, 7 Jun for 6 Jun, p. 624.5) 

••• Counter- attacks by local reserves did not 
get through. A subsequent attack by 21 Pz Div 
made good progress at first, pushing forward as 
far as t he coast. Then, however, in consequence 
of renewed airborne landings in the Ca.en .area , they 
were foroed·to withdr aw in order to clean up their 
own area •• , . (G.N.D.S. - H22/5?, O. B. West. Sitreps 
1 May - 30 Jun 44f sitrep Ops 4397/44 , o645 hrs 
7 Jun (for 6 Jun) J (Photostat 981cw (D29)) 
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Richter claims t hat t hey had reached the church in Licn-sur
i-~er, v1hen strong air landings forced the battl e group to 
·withdraw in order to avoid encirclement (Richter, (Contemporary 
Report) p. 65). oetween 2000 hrs and 2100 hrs the units of 
21 Pz Div 'VJ ere pulled back to the general line: "south of 
Cairon - Cam.bes - woods north of Le bi say - Orne, as f a r 
as I can rer.1ember on the order of the Comm.anding Gener al 
(.§.2. Corps Commander) because of the ever increasing . 
pressure of the enemy" (Ibid,. (Narrative) p. 24). Von 
Criegern's version tends strongly to support the assumption 
that the Corps Cornnander order ed the withdrawal. It is 
interesting to note, in addition, t hat Corps ascribed t he 
failure of the counter-attack at least i n part to German 
shortcomings: 

••• At 1500 hrs 12 SS Pz Div was placed 
under t he command of 84 Corps, but the fo rmation 
was still on the ap) roach-march, and 21 Pz 
Div's counter-attack would not await t heir 
arrival. The Corps Co.wrJander • •• returned to 
21 Pz Div at Caen. at 1620 hrs the counter
attack began. .!hen the General returned in the 
evening, he reported to t he Army t hat the attack 
of 21 Pz Div had failed. On the one hand this 
was due to an enemy airlanding in the rear of 
the attacking troops, but on t he other hand 
particul arly because the attack was not carried 
out in a concentrated manner by the troops, 
which had been jumbled together during the 
earlier engagements east of t he Orne, (von 
Criegern, 84 Corps, .2.12 cit, p. 12) 

The ~Jar Diary of Seventh Army settles the question 
unequivocally: 

••• and t he Commanding General of 84 Corps 
~ave orders to take up defensive positions., . 
C,l .D. Seventh .array, U.S. Translation, .Q:2 .2,ll, 
p. 16) . 

35. ·speidel ascribes the decision to withdraw 
to Feuchtinger, and criticizes it roundl y (Speidel, 
Invasi_on 1944, Regnery Co., Chicago, 1950, p . 80). But 
sirice the other a rmoured divisi. ons were bound to appear 
too late, and no assistance from air and sea could 
be expected, the conm1anders concerned may have felt 
justified in saving the force from being destroyed in 
vain. It is one tfiing to criticize a reasonablY good 
division commander , and another one to question the · 
judgment of a corps oomraa.nder of Marcks ' distinction. 
It is well possible that t he commanders on the spot had 
the clearest nioture of the situati on, Zimmermann saw 
the matter in·a somewhat different light: 

••• The Division co r~ander thereupon decided 
to break off the attack in order to rescue the 
rear elements of the Division. It remains 
a question whether t his decision was the 
right one, For the situation must doubtless 
also have been critical for the enemy -
locally at least - otherwise he Vlt> uld not have 
oommitted ·airborne forces against a Panzer 
forLlB.tion_ If, a s planned, 12 SS Pz Div had 
gone into battle along with 21 Pz Div, with Pz 
Lehr Div echeloned to the rear, at least part of 
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the beachhead could presumably have been des
troyed. •7hether or not the enemy would have 
repeated his landing attempt at this locality is 
a L.18.tter fo r speculation . After t he 21 Pz Div 
attack f ailed O . B. ··fest realized that it would 
no longer be possible to smash the landing •••• 

( 11A Study in Command" , p. 80) 

Absence of liajor Intervention 

36. Contrary to Allied expectations, by the 
evening of D Day no concerted ma jor attack by a combination 
of the German armm~red formation within striking distance 
had occurred. According t o Speidel : 

••• Fiel d ~arshal Rommel had repeatedly and 
unsuccessfully asked during the previous 
month f or 1 SS Pz Corps with 12 SS Pz Div 
and Pz Lehr Di v , i ntending to place them 
between Caen and Falaise~ He planned to 
renew his demand to Hitler on 6 Jun. If the 
Panzer Corps , with the three divisions , had 
been thrown in immediately , there might have 
been important local successes at the 
moment of weakness during the enemy laneing. 

(Speidel, .QJ2 cit, p. 81) 

Had Rommel preva i led, no doubt a desperate battle would 
have developed at t he coast, But as Allied plans were 
based on the assumption of early armoured reaction, and 
more likel y than not the Ger~n a r mour would have been 
destroyed by fire froD the ai r and sea, subsequent Allied 
waves would have secured a foothold and found little to 
oppose their ~rogress to the south . 

37. A surprising aspect of the German reaction 
to the events i n l~ormandy was the. absence of an immediate 
stream of deta i l ed orders and snarling exhortations from 
the Fuehrer. His e;uidance and lnterference was soon to 
beoon e a major factor in the operations in the \lest, but 
up to the ea rly hours of the aft ernoon of' 6 Jun, the response 
of Oil/ to the developments was so negative as to lend some 
vestige of credibility to the version advanced by F. von 
Sohlabrendorff :* 

, • • The news was transmitted to the Chief of 
the · iehrmachtstuehrungestab through official 
channels , There , the duty officer did not 
dare to awaken General Jodl because of the 
early hour - wit h the r esult that the latter 
did not hear of the landing until 0900 hrs . 

*van Schlabrendorft was a participant in the July 
plot to eliminat e Hitler, and his a ccount must be ap~ralsed 
in this light. He was a staff officer at the Headquarters 
of Army Group Center in the East , and ap}B.r ently a frequent 
visitor at OK','f, but he does not state the sources of his 
inf'om.ation. 
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Jodl, for his part waited another hour 
before transmitticg the news to Keitel. Both 
considered themselves obliged to respect the 
standing order forbidding t hat Hitler be 
disturbed \ihile sleeping, and made no move. 
It \1as only at the midday conference that 
Hitler learned of the landing. 

This fear of awakening Hitler had serious 
consequences. For behind the Atlantic Viall 
ther e were armoured forfilations , whose role it 
v1as to attack any enemy forces that had landed, 
and te destroy them, 

Hitler had reserved to himself the right 
to give orders to t hese forua.tions . Yeither 
Rundstedt* nor Rommel could do so . 

Vlhen Hitler finally ordered them to attack, 
it was 1400 hrs, and precious time had been lost . 

(von Schlabrendorff, F., "L'attentat du 20 juillet 
1944 cont re Hitler", translated from French trans
lation in: "HISTORIA", La Revue Vivante du Passe , 
Paris, No . 49, December 1950, p . 407) 

,38 . Be that as it may , both Zimmermann and 
Speidel are unanimous in blaming General Jodl for the 
delay in moving the a rmour. Zimmermann says: 

Between 0630 hrs and 0700 hrs, OKW 
telephoned 0 .B. ~ Test and objected violently 
to O. B. ·,vest •s arbitrary employment of OKW 
reserves 12 SS and Pz Lehr Div. [see para 
24 abovej Both were to be stopped i .L1Il1ediatel7! 
•••• In spite of all O. B . .. lest 's urging, this 
d·ecision -:;as unobtainable during the morning 
of 6 Jun 44 . 

("A Study in Co .. :mand" , p . 75) 

And Speidel comnents : 

It is correct that OK\f stopped the 
reserves. Col Gen Jodl himself gave me the 
order at the time . 

(Ibid) 

.39. In t he early afternoon Field Harshal von 
Rundstedt was apparently st ill waiting for OIG/ to act. 
When o. ~. i/est at 1415 hrs asked to be informed of the 
situation , he was told : 

O.B. West 's intention is -- after 12 SS P:; 
Div and 21 Pz Div have been released -- and With 
additional forces to be moved up -- to clear t~e 
landing area with these combine~ divisions. 

( .T. D. O.Q,. "feat , .Q.E cit, 6 Jun) 

*Field l larshal Gerd von Rundatedt was o .B . ~lest from 
8 Mar 42 to 3 Jul 44 , and again from 4 Sep 44 to 10 lia::- 45 . 
For information on the Marshal see Historical Section (G,S.) 
Reports Nos 36, 40 and 41. 
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It was 1500 hrs before Seventh Army was able to record 
any signs of positive reaction from the High Command. 
Evidently the Fuehrer was now at the helm and the yes-men 
were feeding his decisions into the channels of command. 
At 1230 hrs Syeidel had told the Seventh Army the Panzer 
Corps VJ as not to be com.mi t ted, but that he would inform 
O.B . West of the Army's request for 12 SS Pz Div. At 
1540 hrs, however, he told seventh Army the Panzer Corps 
would be placed under its command, and at 1600 hrs 1 SS 
Pz Corps was told that 21 Pz Div, 12 SS Pz Div, Pz Lehr 
Div and [the remnants of ] 716 Inf Div ·were to be con
centrated at t he right wing of 84 Corps and placed under 
1 SS Pz Con>s. Jodl was demanding that the Calvados area 
be cleared of the enE?my "this very day", and Seventh Army 
declared this to be impossible . (VLD. Seventh Army , U.S. 
Transl, Vol II, .QJ2 fil, 6 Jun) 

Developments Ea.st of the Orne 

40. Allied planners could neither count on an 
eventual German failure to assess the assault as the main 
effort, nor anticipate t he twelve hour paralysis in the 
proper exercise of t he Qerman High Command functions. One 
of the most i mportant measures designed to delay a quick 
flow of Gernan armour frcm the East and Southeast to the 
area of assault had been the destruction of the principal 
bridges between Rauen and Paris. Below Rouen the river 
was tidal, there were no bridges, ferrying opera.t ions 
were difficult .. Additional protection for the .left flank of 
British Second Arm:y was to come from 6 Brit Airb Div, which 
had been drop.pad to secure certain bridges across the Orne, 
establish a firm base east of the Orne and prevent the 
enemy from moving towards the British left flank. 

41. The boundary between Seventh and Fifteenth 
Armies touched the Channel coast at about 2 miles west of 
Cabourg between the rivers Orne and Dives , West of the 
boundary was 84 Corps, to the East as far as the SoLJlll.e 
was 81 Corps under Gen Pz Tps Adolf" Friedrich Kuntzen 
with headquarters at Rauen. Not much further up the 
River Beinei with headquarters at Les Andelys, was 116 Pz 
Div (recent y formed from remnants of 16 Pz Gren Div and 
the persoru~el of 179 Res Pz Div), some 15 miles further 
upstream, at La Roche - Guyon, wa s the headquarters of Army 
Group B; at St . Germain- en-Laye was O. B. 1fest, and close 
by was the gre.nd prize, the city of Paris. In the right 
portion of the Col'"ps sector was Dieppe, a p6rt of little 
capacity but closer to Paris than any other, in the left 
portion was Le Havre, somewhat more distant from Paris but 
ideally suited to receive a large invasion fleet. Invasion 
in this sector would not have surprised the Germans. At 
or close to the coast ·w ere, from left to right : 

south of the Seine : 711 Inf Div 

north of the Seine : 17 G.A. F. Div 
345 Inf Div 
84 Inf Div 
245 Inf Div 

In the Corps area, but out of reach of the naval guns were : 

left: 12 SS Pz Div (south of Lisieux) 
center: 116 Pz Div (area of Les Andelys) 
right : 2 Pz Div (NW Amiens) . 

(G.M .D.S. - OKH, Sit Tuiaps West, Sit Map 
6 Jun 44) (Photostat 981.004 ~D2)) 
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42 . 711 Inf Div, coJilLlaD.ded by Lt Gen Josef 
Reichert , was a static coastal division closely resembli ng 
716 Inf Div on its let't . Both as to terrain and to 
operations 711 Inf Di v .was separated from the Corps ' other 
infantry f'or:.iations , "hich , moreover , had been placed so 
close to the coast as to make lateral moves slow and 
diff'ioult. * Any assistance required immediately would 
have to co..::e from 21 Pz Div and/or 12 SS Pz Div , This was 
the situation when the British forces landed from the air 
in the Dives - Orne sector# 

*Regarding the dispositions of 81 Corps General 
Kuntzen writes : 

Cocys Headquarters considered it probable -- that 
the enemy, in launching an attack, would Iilake an 
attempt at opening the strongpoints fro~ the rear 
by means of' strong airborne forces . I t therefore 
recommended to man the coast as thinly as 9ossibl e , 
to secure it through increased , steady improvea ents 
and to retain strong reserves so far to the rear 
that they would be in a ].)Osi tion to destroy landed 
enemy forces through oounter-attaok before they 
v1ould be able to start an at taok against the coastal 
strongpoints from the rear. A Gp B could not 
concur with this conception, As Fi el d Mar shal 
Ro.Llfilel expressed himself to the Cor ps Commander , 
a lar ge - scal e landing in the Corps sect or was 
particularl y likel y and , therefore , the coast must 
be manned heavil y and the reserves kept as near as 
possibl e (11I do not want another Nett uno t heren) . 

(o . c .M.H., F. S.B. , MS B-758 , Kunt zen 81 Inf 
Corps during the. Preparations against Invasion 
and during the Invasion unt il the end of June 
1944, p . 4) (German ~nd English Texts : 
981SOLl. (Dl28) ) 

• •• History of Har teaches that a superior enemy is 
alr.lost al\';ays successf'Ul in river crossings ·when the 
def ending troops are weak and cannot be in front of 
the sector. Then the important thing is to destroy 
the enemy with strong reserve forces after he has 
crossed, before he can get ready to advance turther. 

I n this situation t he Channel could be considered 
a broad river obstacle . Corps anchored the fixed 
garrisons close al ong t he coast, regardless of 
whether t here was farther back terrain 1J.0re favour 
able and more removed from t he enemy naval fire . 
The reserves subordinated t o Corps were fixed when 
the fighting began. 

The ~roposal which had been repeated for years, 
namely to fucus more on co bile warfare , could not be 
given consideration because of OK\l ' s instructions. 

A re2ort made to General Joell with regard to 
this on t he occasion of a visit in t he first mont hs 
of 1944 did meet with his conourrence to a certain 
extent . But he was not able to change the opinion 
of t he h i ghest headquarters . Especially after so 
nuoh concrete and iron had been laid down directly 
at the coast •• • 

(Ibid , p . 28 } 
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43. By 0130 hrs 6 Jun the descent of paratroops in 
the divisional sector had been confinned (para 8 above) . 
During the early hours of the morning 81 Corps and Fifteenth 
Army urged repeatedly that 12 SS Pz Div be moved-up. By 
about 0500 hrs 0 .B. Wost had overstepped his authority, 
placed 12 S3 Pz Div under A Gp B and given orders for t he 
formation to move towards Lisieux (para 24 above) . Duri ng 
the morning 21 Pz Div received orders to move to the Caen 
area (para 32 above) and 12 SS Pz Div, still at some 
distance from the colilbat zone, was directed t o the area 
~est of Caen (para 24 above). Thus the two for!!lB.tions from 
which 711 Inf Div expeoted assist~nce had become unavailable 
for this purpose, and Corps had to make new arrangements : 

The possibility existed of t he large- scale 
fighting spreading to the east bank of the Orne, 
and 81 Corps, therefore, gave orders to move all 
reserves of 711 Inf Div - (as f a r as they were 
not required to deal with the airlanded forces ) 
- as far west as possible to establish a defensive 
f ront. For extensive fighting these forces 
were too small and t he Corps asked Army therefore 
to .move one division from north of the Seine to 
the left Corps sector. At that time this request 
could not be met because Army Group was still 
reckoning with attacks elsewhere, for which the 
enemy had ample forces available . 

(Kuntzen, 81 Corps , .QR .Q.ll, p . 21) 

44. The Jar Diary of Fifteenth Army contains some 
entries on the measures taken on 6 Jun with regard to the 
situation east of t he Orne: 

064.5 hrs 

0945 hrs 

81 Corps to AOK l.5 

Intention: to cross [the Seine] at four 
different places between Gaudebec and Le 
Havre ~1th four (bicycle-equipped) bat 
talions of 346 Inf Div. 

AOK 15 agrees . 

Cmdr 711 Inf Div to AOK 1.5 

Area swept clean of paratroops, enemy bat
talion has bled to death , only 40 prisoners. 
Between Army boundary and Orne 21 Pz Div 
engaged in fighti ng with paratroops . 

1105 hrs AOK 7 to ~oK 15 

Between flooded area at the Army boundary 
and the Orne Seventh A.rmy has no forces to 
clear U? the situation . Only an Eastern 
batta lion there. 21 Pz Div dealing with 
the situation west of the Orne . Seventh 
A:rrzy requests commj tment of elements 711 
Inf Div to clean up area east of the Orne. 

AOK 15 t o A.OK 7 

Reserves of 711 Inf Div are of little 
strength and will come too late. It seems 
better to comoit elements of 12 SS Pz Div. 
Therefore request declined at 1125 hrs. 
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1430 hrs AOK 15 to A Gp B 

Clearing of bridgehead east of the Orne 
neoessary before the day is out. Commit 
12 SS Pz Div. Reply: This has been 
suggested; permission of OlrN expected 
momentarily. 

1440 hrs 81 Corps to AOK 15 

Splitting-up 346 Inf Div not desired. 
Command problems . Crossing of a reinforced 
regiment takes about six hours . The night 
would be long enough for this. .fill report 
views of' Corps Commander soon. 

1445 hrs 81 Corps to AOK 15 

2045 hl.'s 

Elea ents 346 Inf Div , viz one regimental 
headquarters , two battalions, one battery, 
one engineer company and some flak will cross 
over to south shore beginning at dark. 

81 Corps to A Gp B 

Under commander 857 Gren Regt [346 Inf Div], 
2 and 3 bns [857], plus one battery and one 
engineer company are crossing at dusk at 
~uillebeuf, Caudebec and Berv'ille , and move 
to Troarn area via Pont L'Eveque and Dozule. 
They will be under command 711 Inf Div •• •• 
Early on 7 Jun they will advance from Troarn 
to the area between the hrmy boundary and 
the mouth of t he Orne to destroy airlanded 
enemy groups . 

('J .D. Fifteenth Army , .212 fil , 6 Jun) 

It will be seen below that this force did not cone to grips 
with Allied troops before mid-afternoon on 7 Jun. 

Evening Estimate of the Situation 

4.5 . In dealing with the subject of German 
miscalculation s , General Eisenhower wrote : 

After the assault had gone in on 6 Jun 
we continued to maintain, for as long as 
possible, our concentrations in t he south
east and·our displays of real and dummy 
ship~ing, in the hope that the enemy would 
est imat e that the Normandy beachhead was a 
diversionary assault and t hat the main and 
positive blow would fall on t he Pas-de-Calais 
when the diversion had fulfilled its purpose. 

(Report by the Supreme Commander of the Combined 
Chiefs of Sta:ff on the Operations in Europe of 
the Allied Expeditionary Force. 6 June 1944 to 
8 l.Jay 1945 , p. 13) 

Right from the beginning, and for weeks thereafter, this is 
just what the Ger~s did believe . Appended to the Daily 
Situation Report Hest No. 1288 (for 6 Jun 44) of the German 
Arey top l evel military intelligence section "Foreign Armies 
West" , was the usual "Brief Estimate of t he Enemy Situation 
·.Festa , a caref'ully prepared analysis for very 11.mi tad 
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distribution. A full translation of this document appears 
as Appendix aBn to the present report. Regarding the 
prospective course of Allied o}erations the following was 
said in part: 

•• • This seems to i ndicate that f'urther onerations 
are being planned and lends strength thereby to the 
statements in this sense of Churchill and of 
Eisenhower • 

••• The whole group of forces of the American First 
Army Group , which comprises about 2.5 large 
formations north and south of the Thames, has not 
yet been engaged. The sa.L1e ap9lies to the 
formations ready for action, about 10 or 12, located 
in the Central England and Scottish areas. The 
thought thus lies at hand, that the enemy Command 
is planning a further large- scale enterprise within 
the Channel area, which might be directed against 
a coastal sector in the vicinity of the Channel 
narrows . It may be expected that, within the scope 
of this undertaking, the engagement of' the strong 
elen1ents ·of the Anglo-Saxon Air Force hitherto 
withheld! will take place presumably in an attempt 
also to aestroy German command headquarters more 
extensively than heretof'ore. 

(G.M.D . S. - H2/170, OKH, Foreign 
Armies West, Daily Sitreps 1944, 
6 Jun 44) (981HC (D30)) 

46 . And for once the two German top commanders 
i n the West saw matters much in the same light : 

•• • Despite heaviest commitment in a relatively 
narrow area, it may be assumed that in all proba
bil ity this attack is merely a forerunner of other 
inva sion operations. 

(O.B. ·~1est, Daily Sitreps, .Q.E cit, 
Sitrep Ops 4397/44, 064.5 hrs 7 Jun, 
for 6 Jun) 

• • • The estimated strength of the attacking forces 
is about ten divisions and three to four parachute 
divisions. A further large- scale undertaking on 
the Channel coast ( smoke screens at Dover) must 
be reckoned with. Due to complete absence of a ll 
air reconnaissance no firm appreciation of enemy 
operational situation can be made. 

(G. M.D.S. - 7.5803, A Gp B, "Daily 
Sitreps 6 Jun - 31 Aug 44f 6 Jun 44) 
(Photostat 981A Gp B (Dl)J 

47. All German post -war narratives tell a 
similar story. At t he end of D Day the commander of 84 
Corps had a fair idea of the true situation: 

• •• There was little hope for successful counter
attacks before the arrival of large reserves, 
Si nce General Marcks had his doubts that the High 
Command would take counter-measures in good time, 
he consi dered the invasions as already successful 
on t he evening of 6 Jun. 

(von Criegern, 84 Corps , .QJ2. £.ll, p. 14) 
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GERMAN FA.IWRE TO PREVENT CONSOLIDATION OF THE BRIDGEHEAD 

(7 - 11 JUN) 

Command Arrangements and Commanders 

48. Prior t o the invasion the wor king staff "Panzer 
Group ./est" under the Gener a l of Panzer Troops West (von Geyr) 
had carried out from its headquarters at Paris the task of 
training the armoured formations and advising O . B. West on 
all questions of armoured operati ons.* On 6 Jun O .B. West 
ma.de Pz Gp .lest operational and placed it under tactical 
oomnand of A Gp B (O.B. \/est, Daily Sitreps, .Q.12 cit, No . 
4397/44, o645 hrs 7 Jun) (situation on 6 Jun and intentions 
f or 7 Jun). .lhilst the headquarters staff of the Panzer 
Group was moving closer to the front, it was placed under 
Seventh Army'°'* and made responsible tor the area between 
Orne and Vire with t he following formations under command: 

1 SS Pz Corps 

with 

716 In1' Div 
352 Inf Div 

21 Pz Div 
12 SS Pz Div 
Pz Lehr Div 

and 

7 Proj Bde (to come) 

The Panzer Group \ le.a ordered t o take over from 1 SS Pz Corps · 
the t ask of eliminati ng the beachhead and regaining the coast. 
(Ibid, Sitrep 4414/44, 0700 hrs 8 Jun for 7 Jun) 

49. On 8 Jun Tac H.Q. Pz Gp West reached ~& Pin-
au-Haras, 12 km east of ~rgentan, on 9 Jun it w~s 17 lan 
north of Flers, on 10 Jun it wa s a t l a Caine , 6 km northwest 
of Thury-Haroourt (O,B. West, Daily Sitreps , .Q.E ,ill, 8 , 9 
and 10 Jun). It is g3nerall:y accepted that Pz !}p ~lest was 
in col!IDland of the sector on 8 and 9 Jun, and most likely 
General von Geyr made his influenoe f elt during these days , 
but officially Pz Gp West did not assume command until 
2100 hrs 9 Jun (G.rJ.D . s . - 57351/7, Seventh Army , W. D. 6 -
30 Jun 44; Appx 47, AOK 7 Ops No . 1273/44, Hidday Report 
10 Jun). In the afternoon of' 10 Jun Wa.rshal R0U1el was 
present at the headquarters of the Panzer Group and discussed 
the 1 SS Pz Corps attack then being pl anned for the night 
10/11 Jun. In view of the rapid progres s of t he Allied 
build-up and the limited German strength avai l able, by evening 
the plan was dropped (G.li.D.S. - 63181/1, ;·1. D. Fif'th Panzer 
Army, Part I, 10 Jun - 8 Aug 44, 1 0 Jun 44) (Photostat and 
full Historica l Seotion (G.S .) Tr~slation: 981PA5(Dl)), 

*see also: H.S. Report No . 40 , .Ql?. cit, paras 11,. 26, 74· 
and: G.hl .D .s. - OKH , .Personnel Fil e s (Select ed 
Photostat·s 981HC (D52) Geyr von Schweppenburg) 

**Cmdr: Col Gen Friedrich Dollm.ann (Deceased 28 Jun 44) 
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During the last 75 minutes of 10 Jun, not long after Rommel's 
departure, Geyrts headquarters at la Caine oame under heavy 
and prolonged air att acks. General von Geyr was only slightly 
wounded, but his c. of s. Maj Gen von Dawans and mos~ of 
his staff officers were kllled, and the signai seotion 
destroyed. Early on 11 Jun, therefore, Seventh Army 
returned the conmand authority in the sector to 1 SS Pz Corps. 
(W.D. Fifth Panzer Army , .9.E cit, 10 and 11 Jun; o.c.~~H., 
F.S.B., MS B-466, von Geyr, PzGp West, Mid 43 "". .5 Jul 44, 
Transl p. 29).* 

.50. From 7-11 Jun, therefore, when a co-
ordinated counter-thrust with adequate air support might 
still have had an adverse effect on Allied operations, 1 
SS Pz Corps was for all practical purposes in charge of the 
Caen sector. The exact tiue at which the Corps assumed 
control is not known; most secondary sources report the 
event a s having taken place during the night 6/7 Jun, but 
the deoision to place the Corps in charge (pending the 
arrival of. Pz Gp West) was generally known in the afternoon 
of 6 Jun {para 39 above; VI .D. Seventh Anny , Appst* \-arious 
reports and messages in the afternoon and evening of 6 Jun). 
Von Criegern writes: 

During the night 6/7 Jun, 1 SS Pz Corps 
assumed ool'.DlilB.lld in the Caen sector in order to 
conduct, after the arrival of 12 SS Pz Div and 
together with 21 Pz Div the counter-attack west 
of the Orne River. 

(von Criegern, 84 Corps, .Q.12 .£.!!, p. 14) 

51. The Commander of 1 SS Pz Corps was 
Obergru.._jpent'uehrer und General der ·aaffen SS, Josef (Sepp ) 
Dietrich, Much is known about this forcefUl early National 
Socialist who rose from obscurity to become the commanding 
officer of Hitler's peace-time bodygu.ard ("Leibstandarte 
Adolf Hitler", nucleus of Viaffen SS), one of the founders 
of the Ylaffen SS (SS Armed Forces) and in succession 
commander of 1 SS Pz Gren Div "LSAH",. 1 SS Pz Corps, Fifth 
Panzer Army and Sixth SS Panzer Army.. Under ordinary 
oiroumstanoes sepp Dietrich would not have been entitled to 
the rank of Colonel-General until he com..rmnded an Army, but 
he s eems to have f elt himself entitled to this rank as early 
as 1943; in contemporary documents he is being r eferred to 
indiscriminately as either Gruppenfuehrer, Obergruppenfuehrer 
or Oberstgru.ppenf'uehrer. And who, indeed, v1ould have been 
there to deny him such a 1 gift, if he desired it? Finally, 
in the SS Promotion List of 1 Sep 44, his position was 
regula rized by t he following entry: 

*Additional information is available in various original 
and secondary sources. . Students of the Battle of Normandy 
will find much of value in Genera.! von Geyr' s Report. A.part 
from the original German text and the excellent U.S.A. 
translation, there is the unedited English version ~repured 
by Geyr, a former Gem.an ruilit.a ry Attache in London. His 
direct style and use of fitting expressions make the report 
attractive reading~ Though frankly controversial, it is of 
permanent interest. 

**!'hese appendices are mostly copies on very flimsy 
paper and a re not suitable for photostatic repro1.1·.~·':iicn ~ 
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Tho Fuehrer ha s promot ed and appointed: 

Ef fective 20 Apr 42 

to 

SS Oberstgruppcnfuehrer und Panzer Generaloberst der Wa.ff en SS 

DIETRICH, Josef, SS No .1177, Commandor l SS Pz Corps 
"Loi bstanda rte 11 

A Photostatio reproduction of this entry appears as 
Appendix "C" to t .tlc present report (G. M.D.S. - Hjmmler's 
Personal Files, Footlocker 15, Part of Item No . 13, SS 
Personalveraenderun~sblatt Issue l Sop 44)(Photostat 
981ss (D2)}. A goo deal of information on Dietrich's 
personality and role in the Campaign i n Northwest Europe 
has been set forth i n : (Canadian) Special Interrogation 
Report , Oberstgruppen:ruehrer (Col-Gen ) Josef (Sapp) 
Dietrioh (21201.3009 (D60 )). The Chief of St aff of l SS Pz 
Cor ps was S3 Ober:fuehror Fritz Kraemer, promot ed to SS 
Brigade:fuchror und Gcnoralma j or der Waffen SS on l Sep 44 , 
effective dat e 1 Aug 44 (Personalvoraendorungsblatt l Sep 
44, ..QJ2 cit , p . 3). A list of /af'fen SS ranks ap9oars a s 
Ap_ enaii"l'Dil t o t he prasont report . 

Gener al hspocts of Build- up and Fighting 

52. Jlen 3.52 I nf Div was plaoed under Pz Gp ·west 
on 7 Jun (para 48 above ), 84 Corps (with 91 a irb Div, 709 
Inf Div and 243 I nf Div) was left with the clear-cut t a sk 
of defending the Ootentin. Early in tho mol'Iling of 7 Jun 
Marshal Romnel had pointed t o the imperative need for 
bringins up forces to keep Cherbourg (or the entire Cotentin ) 
from being sealed off by t he enemy (H.D. Seventh Army, u.s. 
Transl Vol II , .2:e cit, 0850 hrs 7 Jun). At 1010 hrs Seventh 
Army order ed H. Q. T'i5ara Corps (Cmdr: Gen Para Tps Eugen 
lleindl) from its locat·ion at Quintin, southwest of St . Brieuo 
{Brittany}, to tho a rea of Avranches to conduct the . defence 
oper ations in the southwestern part of the Cotentin. 
Simultaneously the following (main ) forces \'I er e placed under 
2 Par a Corps: 

77 Inf Div {to bo pulled from coast defence duty 
in t he St. 4alo - Dinan sector) 

~ Para Div (hitherto Seventh Army Reserve east of 
Brost) 

17 88 Pz Gren Div (hitherto Olri/ Reserve in Thouars -
Loud un area ) • 

( l .D. Seventh Army, Vol II, .Q] .£!.!, 
1010 hrs 7 Jun; \ii .D. ·Seventh Arm.y , 
Apps, .2l2 cit, fol 16, '1 Jun) 

.53 . Additional orders issued or passed a long 
by Seventh Army botwoon 6 and 11 J un in connection with 
tho build-up of' Geroan forces in Normandy \'Jere in the 
main the followi ng: 

6 Jun 265 Inf Div [on coast defence duty in 
Lorient a r oa], and 2'75 In~ Div [in formation 
and training north of Nantes] t o despatch 
one battle grouH eaoh t o St. Lo area and to 
bo under comman 84 Corps. (fol 8, 10) 
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.5 Para Div (hitherto Seventh Army Reserve 
in Rennes area] placed directly under 84 
Corps. (fol 22) 

2 Para Corps {with 77 Inf Div and 17 SS Pz 
Gren Div) to continue forward move wi thott_t 
delays and to r each St . Lo area as quickly 
as possible "as it is important to engage 
the onemy southwest and west of Bayeu:x:11 

(fol 24). (On 8 Jun Tac H. ~. 2 Para Corps 
was at Duoey (SE Avranohes). (fol 2?)) 

2 Para Corps (less 77 Inf Div, which was 
being placed under 84 Corps) was ordered to 
assemble its forces in t he area o"£ Balleroy 
for an intended attack on Bayeux. (fol 37) 

2 Para Corps informed 2 SS Pz Div 11D.R. 0 

(hitherto OKW Res erve in Montauban -
Toulouso aroa] to movo to area west of Vire 
as quickly as possible; time of arrival 
unpradio'Sable •. {folio 35). 

Seventh Army again asked for permission to 
destroy port of Cherbourg. (fol 41) 

10 Jun At 152.5 hrs Seventh Army relayed to 84 Corps 
O.B • . lost ts order to destroy all Cherbourg 
harbour installations not indispensable for 
German naval operations. (fol 42) 

2.5 Corps (H. ~. at Pontivy] was i nstructed to 
withdraw 353 Inr Div from coast defence duty 
in the Brest area and move it up to area· 
southeast St . LO, "mobile elements ahead, 
bypassing Avranches , on guard against air 
attacks, move by night only , but speedy 
movement r equired". (folio 58) 

11 Jun 266 Inf Div (on coast defence duty in 
Lannion - Guingam.p area on north coast of 
Brittany] to despato~ a battle group to 
area southwest St. LO, to be under 84 
Corps (folio 68) 

Thase various .raoves ware greatly hamper ed by almost 
constant interference from the air . (Ibid, passim) 

( ·1. D. Seventh Army , Apps , 
.£12 £ll, 6 - 11 Jun) 

.54. Tho most significant aspect of the fore-
going is the absence of any arrangements for the transfer 
of substcl.D.tial forces from north of the Seine to Normandy.* 
True enough, Col Gen Dollmann' s hand sjgned situation reports 
at the tir.!e failGd to show definite appr ehensions regarding 
tho a bility of Seventh .n.rmy's f orces to cope with the 
situation (Ibid, 6 - 11 Jun), but the main r eason for 
l oaving Fifteenth ~rmy's dispositions relatively undisturbed 
was the conviotion of the highest commanders that a ma jor 
blow, if not t he .wain blow, was about to bo delivered 
further north, most likely at the Belgian coa st. This 

* {RoiilIIlel had even been r eluctant to let 346 Inf Div 
cross the Seine (.l .D. Fifteenth Army , .Q:Q £.U,, 0920 hrs 
7 Jun)}. 
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triumph of Allied deception is fully r evealed by 
many entries in the War Diary of Fifteenth Army, Only 

fleeting thought was given to transfers from AOK 1.5 to 
AOK 7. In a warning message, at 0640 hrs 9 Jun, A Gp B 
hinted at the possible removal of 84 Inf Div, 2 Pz Div 
and 1 8 3 pz Div, but shortly aftcnwards. beginning at 
0855 hrs, Fifteenth Army was alerted to "Threatening 
Danger11 , ·and lat er in the day this was converted to 
Alert II, the highest degree of Alert {W.D. Fifteenth 
Anny,~ cit, 9 Jun). OK~ was said to have definite 
i nformation regarding an Alli ed assaUlt on the Belgian· 
coast in the morning of 10 Jun (Ibid , A Gp B to AOK 1.5, 
125.5 hrs 9 Jun), and Hitler had made Rommel personally 
r esponsibl e for the absolute r eadiness of every man in 
his ooml.11.and (Ibid, 10 Jun, Tel cons c. of s. A Gp B with 
c. of s. AOK ~17 00 hrs and 182 O hrs 10 Jun). Nothing 
further was heard about transfers from the Army area; to 
the contrary , on 11 Jun Fift eenth Army was advised ·or the 
forthcoming arrival of additional divisions. (~, 11 Jun) 

55. The fact that fri end and toe alike were 
fighting bravely and to the best of thei r abilities 
emerges from t he absence of critical r emarks in the 
German doo'l.lill.ents . But all Ger.man situation reports for 
the period were fill ed with references to breaks in signal 
communicati ons , blown bridges, complications , delays and 
casualties caused by the unchecked Allied air attacks 
(Sitr eps O.B. West, A Gp B, Seventh Anny, passim). For 
years the Germans had been speaking of massive cotintor
attacks to throw a l anded enemy back into the sea, but 
i n the event tho build-up was t oo slow, the Allies never 
lost the initiative and by the morning of 11 Jun O,B. West 
r eported to the High Command: 

Seventh Army everywher e forcod on defensive. 
Enemy air activity has greatly hindered movements 
on the battle field and up t o far into the rear 
the bringing up of reinforcements. 

(O. B. West, Sitreps, .QR oi~1 Ops No. 
4487/44, Sitrep 0715 hrs-Ti Jun) 

Authentic information on the positions and di spositions ot 
seventh Army for every day from 6 - 30 Jun 44 is available 
in the form of a series of large reproduced situation maps. 
(G.M. D. S. - 57:351/11, W.D. Seventh Army, Sit Maps 6 - 30 
Jun 44) (Photos t ats 981A7 (D3a -z)) 

12 _ss Pz Div "Hitlerjugend" 

56. The main opposition to the Canadian 
southward drive from the ooastal rim was furnished by 
12 SS Pz Div "Hi tlcrjugend". While many other German 
divisions will be remembered with the r espect accorded a 
worthy and def eat ed foe , the name of 12 SS Pz Div stands 
f orever sullied by the murders committed by its young 
savages on defenceless captured Canadians.* When the 

*Det ail ed information on this subject will be found 
assembled in: "supplementary Report of the supreme Head
quarters Alli ed Expeditionary Force Court or Inquiry r e 
Shootin of Allied Prisoners of War b 12 SS Panzer Division 
H t er-Ju ond in Normand France 1 June l 4 

.s . .o 3 D9 SHAEF , thereaft er referred to as 
"SHA.EF Report") 
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Division launched its counter-attacks against the Canadians, 
it was overstrangth7 well equipped, well trained and a 
typical product of the Nazi ideology applied to the 
military sphere. The officers were either ardent Nazis who 
had shown military prowess in Russia1 or professional 
anny officers not d~void of some aff1nity to the Nazi 
way of doing things. In part at l east the NCOs were 
selected young veterans of the war of extermination as 
p:acticed in the East; the rank and file were largely 
recent conscripts, fruits of the brutalizing ideology 
under which they were born and railed to reach I1Rturity 
in years and spirit. The ext r eme youthfulness of the 
Division's personnel was strikingly illustrated by a 
captured nominal roll of l Bn 25 SS Pz Gren Regt. · 
According to the birthdays listed on the document, in 
July 1944 the composition of this unit by age groups 
{all ranks) was: 

Age 

18 
19 

20-25 
25-30 

over 30 

Percentage 

65 
17 
15 

1 • .5 
l.; 

(First Canadian .Army Intelligence 
~No. 46, 14 Aug 44, Part II, 
p. 8; H.S. 215Cl.02.3) 

;7. The organization of a name division 
"Hitlerjugend" had bean undor consideration from February 
to April 1943. From the incomplete pertinent documentation 
in Hjmmlerts personal files the impression is gained that 
the original proponents of the idea wer e sycophants mainly 
interested in creating the division as a means of courting 
favour and, if aJ.l went well, obtaining the appointment 
of divisional commander. Thero must have been keen 
disappointment in some quarters when a combat officer was 
placed in command and the hopefuls wer e told their services 
were required · "for more important tasks" (G.li.D. s. -
Himmler'sPorsonal Files. Footlocker 17, from Item 16, 
bassim) (Photostat 981SSPz Dl2 (Dl). However that may have 

een, by June 1943 much preliminary work had been done, 
and on 24 Ju11 the SS Main Operational Department ( ss
Fflhrungshauptamt) issued the first executive order-a'nd 
table -of organization for "an SS Pz Grcm Div 'Hitlerjugond '" 
(Ibid, 24 Jun). Referring to a Fuehrer order to t his effect, 
tiie"Tntroductory paragraph announced the immediate formation 
of such a division at the Troops Training Ground Beverloo 
(north of Brttssels). In October 1943, in connection With 
the expansion of tho SS forces then under way, Hitler 
ordered the conversion of the formation from a Panzer 
Grenadier Division to a Panzer Division (Ibid, 21 Oct). 
A reproduction and translation of this handsigned order of 
the Fuehrer appears a s Appendix "E" to the present report. 
The pertinent executive order and the new table of 
organization were issued by the SS Hauptfuehrungsamt on 
30 Oct. {~) 

.58. The number of original contemporary W~fen 
SS documents in the hands of G.M.D.S. is quite limited. 
One of the available documents is a r oster of the names 
and amJointments of the V/affen SS formations' senior officers 
on 31-Jul 43 (Himml er Files, 2R cit, Footlocker 49, from Item 
12) (Photostat 981SS(Dl)). Accororng to this list even then 

(and presumably since its formation) 12 SS Pz Div was 
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und0r the command of Obert'llhrer (Senior Colonel), later 
Brigadef'ilhrer (Ma jor General) Fritz Wi:tt. He led the 
Division in the early fighting in Normandy untii 10 Jun*, 
when he was killed and succeeded by Obarsturmban.nftllirer 
(subsequently Standartentllhrer, and later Brigade:rtlhrer) 
Kurt Meyer (10 Jun - '1 Sep 44). Nominally since its 
formation , and actually since August 1943, Meyer had been 
in conmand of the Division's 2.5th Panzer Grenadier 
Regiment . He is t ho officer who has been found guilty of 
failing in his duty to s ee that provisions ot the Geneva 
Convention were observed by all ranks under his comnand. 

59. The Division comprised the following 
combattant units: 

12th 83 Panzer Regi.m.Gnt 
2.5th SS Panzer Grenadier Regiment 
26th SS Panzer Grenadier Regiment 
12th SS Reconnaissance Battalion 
12th SS Panze r Artillary Rogimont 
12th SS Anti Tank Battalion 
12th SS Panzer Engineer Battalion 
12th SS Panzer Signals Battalion 
12th SS Anti Aircraft (Flak) Battalion 
12th SS Divisional Escort Company 

Detailed information on the Division's composition, strength 
and equipment as on 1 Jun 44 was contained in the monthly 
Condition Report submittod by tho Divi~\on at that time to 
tho Inspector General of Panzer Troops (G.M.g.s. - lll.5/50, 
Insp Gen of Pz Tps, Condition Reports of SS Pz Formations, 
12 SS Pz Div, 1 Jun 44)(Solocted Photostats: 981HC(D.51)). 
According to this report the personnel situation of the 
Division on the key-date was as follows: 

Off' rs 
NCO a 
ORs 

Authorized 

664 
4 .57.5 

1.5 277 

20 .516 

-2 360 

2 360 

Under 

144 
2 192 

2 336 

With 20 .516 all ranks, tho division was 24 men overstrongth. 
In addition ther e wero 216 Hiwis~(887 l ess than authorized) . 
The Division was classified: "Fit for Attack"; c. of s . 
1 SS Pz Corps (Kraemer) added: ""•'ii th t ho exception of the 
Proj ector and Anti-Tank units t he Division is fit for 
any t ask i n the ~ fest". (Ibid) 

~his aocording to Moyer's t estimony (SHAEP' Report, .Q:Q 
cit, Exhibit 8, pp. 3-4). It is possible that Meyer erred-i:n 
liIS calculation by a day or two, for Seventh Army and tho 
next higher echelons did not hear ot 'tlitt 's death until 14 Jun 
(all sitreps, passim). But tho actual date of his death was 
not mentioned, and it must bo taken into consideration that 
signal communications at t ho timo wor e in a state of chaos, 
H. ~ . Pz Gp West had been dostroyod and H.Q.l SS Pz Corps 
bombarded. 

~Guderian, HGinz Wilhelm, Col-Gon, Inspector Gonoral 
of Panzer Troops. 

***Non-combattant auxiliary volunteers . 
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60. 'lith regard to t anks the Division was not 
yet up to strength: 

Tanks 

Mark III IV v 
Authorized 4 101 81 

Ready 2 91 48 

Quick Repair 7 2 

Total on hand 2 98 50 

In addition there wero: 

Misoollaneous armoured vehicles 
Sel f-propelled Anti Tank Guns 
1iotor Cycles 
Motor oars 
Misoellanoous trucks (& trailers) 
Prime mover trucks 
Heavy Anti Tank Guns 
Miso Artillery pioocs 
Light Infantry Guns 
eto. 

VI TOTAL 

186 

141 

9 

- 150 

approx 
approx 
approx 

333 
13 

952 
200 

1800 
100 

28 
52 
27 

(For further details soo: ~. Photostat 981HC (D51)) 

61. Tho third page of this Condition Report was 
tho usual ;'Order of Battle Sheet". An enlarged reproduc
tion and a translation appear as Appendix "F" to the present 
r eport. Apart from supplying information on 12 SS Pz Div, 
the Appendix shows th0 German method of conveying a mass of 
organizational data on small sheets easy to amend or r e 
place. 

Figh.tin_g_ in the Canadian sector 

62. Contemporary documentation from Oorps and 
lowor levels for this phase is not available, and the 
situation reports of higher headquarters carried little 
detail. To answer some legitimate questions it has been 
necessary, therefore , to use a number of statements made 
under oath at the Moyer trial (SHAEF Report, .QI? cit), and 
somo information supplied by Capt Bernhard-Georg-"Meitzell 
in his narrative "Caen-Falaise" (Canadian Army Journal, 
Vol 4, Nos 1 and 2, April and May 1~50). In June 1944 
llci tzell was on t ho hoadquarters staff of 12 SS Pz Div. 

7 Jun 

6;. In the afternoon of 7 Jun the Canadian 
advance inland wa..s ·oheoked at Authie and Buron. According 
to Meyer's positive statement, Authie and Buron were retaken 
by armoured elements, and tho infantry then moved forward 
and occupied a line between those villages (SHAEF Report, 
..Q.:Q oi t, Exhibit 8, p. 28). The infantry was 3 Bn 25 SS Pz 
"Gren Regt*, the armour was the "Prinz" (name of Cm.dr) 

*c.o.: sturmbannrtlhrer Karl Heinz Milius (later killed) 
( SHA.EF Report, £12 £ll, Exhibit 27 ) 
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battalion of t h6 Tank Regiment (loo cit) . At t he t ime in 
question Meyer was not yet in coimland of the Division, and 
at the interrogation he was not quite certain whether the 
"Pr i nz" unit was t he Fi rst or t he Second Bat talion , but he 
thought i t was the First (Ibid). * Lt Gen Fouchtinger, in 
command of neighbouri ng 2l"""P'Z9Div at the timo of the cvont , 
said l at er , on t he occasion of a special i nt errogation on 25 
Aug 45 , that the attack in question had been carried out by 
the Panther Battal ion of 12 SS Pz Div (Special Interrogation 
Reports, QR cit , Feuchtinger ; H.S. 21201.3009 (D60 )) . The 
Panther BS:ttaiion was definit e ly 1 Bn 12 SS Pz Regt (See 
Appx 11 F 0 to pres ont r eport). I t was at Authie and Buron t hat 
t he Division began compiling its r ecord of evil deeds agains t 
Canadians. 

64. Due to casual ties and delays from air attacks 
it had not been possibl e on 7 Jun ~o commit 12 SS Pz Div as 
a compact force.** By 0957 tho l oading elements had · r aached · 
the a r ea ffi{ Caen - Vi ller s - Bocage (W .D. Seventh Army, £ill ,ill , 
Vol III of Apps, fol io 12 ), and were he ld up ther e by very 
strong air attacks. At t he same time the point of Pz Lehr 
Div had r oached the Thury-Harc ourt a r ea ("Ii .D. Seventh Army , 
U.S. Trans l Vol II, .2.E cit , 1200 hrs 7 Jun). But posit i ons 
north and northwest of Caen were t aken up only later i n the 
day and dur ing t he ni ght 7/8 Jun. The local successes obtained 
on 7 Jun had fallen far short of c l aaring the bridgehead , and 
i n thG f irst reJort despatched on 8 Jun , either 111-intormod 
or us ing euphemistic language , Seventh Army explained: 

Owing to heavy cas ualti es on the march and 
waves of air attacks the assembly and at tack of 
12 SS Pz Div i n the de signat ed ar ea coul d not be 
carri ed out at t he appoint ed t ime , At tack only 
f easible on 8 J un. Div ha s ord~rs to assemble all 
el ements a s quickl y a s possible , and attack in the 
morning of 8 Jun. AOK 7 Ops 

(W. D. Seventh Army, .... pps , ~ cit , fol 20) 

But the final and f ormal Situation Report (Ta gesmel dung} of 
A Gp B for 7 Jun r ead as follows: 

At 1700 hrs , I SS Pz Corps , with 21 Pz Div and 
12 SS Pz Div , advancing from north and northwest of 
Caen , ·1aunohed t he attack ai med at r oaching t he 
coast, f i ght i ng l ate in t he evening with enemy armour 
in t he height s of Douvres . Moving up Pz Lehr Div 
proved very di fficult and slow a s a r e sult of enemy 
air superiority , honco the Division could not be 
committed , ••• 

(A Gp B, Daily Sitrops , ~ ci t , 
7 Jun) 

*c.o. : sturmbannf'uhre r Prinz {later killed) (SHA.EF Report , 
~ cit, Exhi bit 27) 

**Cmdr 12 SS Pz Div r eached 716 Inf Div H. ~. before 0400 
hrs 7 Jun and said [verbat im]: 

I have been on the way t o you f or eight hours, 
and four o f t hes e I had to spend in the ditch bacause 
of air att acks . Tho marching columns ,of the Divi sion 
a r e suffering bad casualties in man and .material •••• 

(Richtor, (Narrative ) , .Q.E cit , p . 2.5 ) 
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8 - ll Jun 

65. By 8 Jun most of the German radio sections 
in the sector had been eliminated by fire·from the air or 
sea. (O.B. We$t, Sitreps O:Q cit, Sitrep, No . 4437/44, 
0700 hrs 9 Jun, for 8 Jun~.- Beeause radio communications 
between Seventh Army and 1 SS Pz Corps were disrupted, the 
Army Commander went personally to Tao H.Q. 1 SS Pz Corps. 
By .midday the attack by 1 SS Pz Corps ' had not yet begun 
(W.D. Seventh Army, u.s. Transl Vol 1, 8 Jun. p. 12). During 
the day 26 SS Pz Gren Regt reached the area La Villeneuve -
Fontenay-le-Pesnel and raade an attempt to dislodge the 
Canadians along the Caen - Bayeux road by attacking toward 
the North and Northwest. According to IVIei tzell (.QR ci. t), 
1 Bn 26 SS Pz Gren Regt came too late to prevent the loss 
of Rots and Bretteville l'Orgueilleuse, where elements of the 
Panzer Regiment had suffered severe casualties. 2 Bn 26 SS 
Pz Gren Regt attacked Putot-en Bessin, took it and lost it 
again. iieyer's statements and markings on a map (SHAEF 
Report , .2l2 .£.!!, Exh 8) seem to support Meitzell's version, 
but in the absence of direct proof a definite statement 
regarding the identity of the units concerned cannot be made. 

66. No detailed information from Germ.an sources 
is on hand for the events in the Canadian sector from 9 - 11 
Jun. But obviously the stout Canadian resistance thwarted 
12 SS Pz Div's high hopes of regaining the coast. On the 
evening of 9 Jun, A Gp B still expected 1 SS Pz Corps to 
advance northwards, then to veer off to the West and take 
the town of Bayeux. But the resistance encountered, the 
linking of the beachheads through the Allied capture of 
Port-en Bessin on 10 Jun, and an Allied armoured breakthrough 
northeast of Tilly on the same day, showed clearly that the 
Allied consolidation had progressed to the point where it 
could no longer be defeated with the forces within reach. 
A Gp B recorded the necessity of abandoning the attack 
planned for the night 10/11 Jun (see para 49 above), and 
on 11 Jun the Army Group r ecorded merely 1 SS Pz Corps 
had succeeded in repulsing several armoured a ttacks (with 
40-50 tanks each ) on its centre and l eft wing . · (A Gp B 
Daily Sitreps, .2.R .£1.i, Sitreps 9 - 11 Jun for sit 8 Jun}. 
Identification of 3 Cdn Inf Div noar St. Aubin was carried 
in the 8 Jun Situation Report of 'Foreign Armies West.t A 
Cdn Army Tank Bde was mentioned on 9 Jun; it was not certain 
whether it was 2 or 3 Bde (Foreign Armies \.Jest, Daily 
Sitreps, .2.R .£!!, 8 and 9 Jun) 

Fighting in Dives - Orne Sector 

67. During the night 6/7 Jun r einforced 2 and 3 
~ns 857 Gren Regt (346 Inf Div) were to cross the Seine 
to accomplish·on 7 Jun, in conjunction with forces already 
in t he sector, the destruction of the airlanded enemy 
between the Orne and the Army boundary (pa r a 44 above ). 
The positions and movements of the German f orces in the 
sector were recorded by Fifteenth Army on a series of daily 
situation maps. Reproductions of these maps are being · 
retained by Historical Section (G.S.). (G. l:.J..D.S . ~ 59364,(13, 
i f .D. Fift eenth Army, Sit Maps Dives · - Orne Sector, 7 - 16 
Jun 44) (Photostats: 981Al5 (DlOa-m). 
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7 Jun 

68. The rear elements of Group 857 crossGd the 
Seine at 0430 hrs 7 Jun. They wer e supposed to r each 
Varaville between 0800 and 0900 hrs4 At what time and 
undar what conditions.they took varaville has not been 
reoorded; it is kn.own, however, that they debouched from 
that locality not earlier than at 1800 hrs. During the 
morning General Speidel had oonourred with Fifteenth Army's 
request for permission to move in the balance of 346 Inf 
Div. Preparations were halted for a short time when 
Marshal ROLlDlel disagreed with this and expr essed concern 
r egarding possible Allied airborne landings in the r esulting 
gap. But Rommel r econsidered, and Speidel instructed the 
lmy'to go aliead with tho preparations. (H.D. Fifteenth 
Army, ~ .£!!, 7 Jun) 

69. From Varaville the German forc e s fanned out 
as follows: 

2 and 3 Bn 744 Gren Regt (711 Inf Div) moved 
towards ruerville ; 

2 Bn 857 had reached the area of le Bas de Breville· 
by 1900 hrs and was approaching Sallenelles at 
2330 hrs. 

3 Bn 857 r eached Bavent at 1900 hrs and was 
moving from Bavent towards Breville at 2330 hrs. 

(Sit Maps Dives - Orne Sector £m .Q,!!, 
7 Jun) 

70. On r eaching Bavent at 1900 hrs, 3 Bn 857 
relieved t here the enoiroled Bn H. ~. - and 40 men of an East 
Bn.* According to, the situation map, a few kilometres 
southwest of Bavent, near Escoville, was an advance detachment 
of 21 Pz Div. In Bavent the relieving force found a 
Lieutenant of 21 Pz Reece Bn. He said his men b.ad installed 
themselves near Esc6ville for "hedgehog defence". When 
asked 11Age.inst whom"?", he answered: "Ther e is not muoh 
going on", --After r elieving Bavent, 3 Bn 857 continued 
towards Brevillo and shortly before midnight encounter ed 
bitter resistance about one mile southeast of Breville 
(W.D. Fifteenth Army, ..QI2 cit, 7 Jun). At the end of the 
day the allotted task or C'Iearing the sector had not 
been aooomplished; whether it could bo done at all was 
problematical. 

8 Jun 

71. At 1015 hrs the attack on 8allenelles by 
2 Bn 857 was making progress but Breville seemed to be 
strongly held, and tho attack on the locality by 3 Bn 857 
had not yet started. At the same time [642] East Bn was 
screening .Bavont against attacks from the Bois de Bavent; 
the bulk of 21 Pz Reece Bn was in the Touffreville area 
under ardors to advanoa on Ranville. At 1230 hrs two 
Pz Gren Coys and one Engr Coy of 21 Pz Div were in Troarn. 

*rhis wa s H. ~ . 642 East Bn a renmant of the extreme · 
right wing of 736 Gren Regt, 11i Inf Div. (H.s. Report No. 
41, .2,E,ill, Apps ncu and "G") 
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East of Touffreville el ements of t he Reece Bn r epulsed an 
attack from t he Bois de Ba.vent, another part of the Reece 
Bn was on Hill 35 (Butto de la Hogue), set to repulse any 
attacks from t he direction of Esooville. (Vl .D. Fifteenth 
A.rmy, _Q:e cit, 8 Jun} 

/2 . Further west, in tho area of Ste . Honorine, 
was Group Luck composed of one Pz Gren Bn, one Pz Gren Coy, 
one Tank Coy and on o Assault Gun Coy, all of 21 Pz Div. 
This force carried out four unsuocossful attacks on tho 
Line Longueval - Carro ( it km E Longueval} . * The Allied 
airlanded forces were mainta ining a strong bridgehead at 
Ranv1lle; they ~ere being strengthen ed steadily by 
r einf'oroemonts moving in over tho bridge at Benouville . 
The Ger.man Corps Comnandor asked A Gp B directly for an air 
strike on the bridge , but he was told that the aircraft 
required f or this very de sirable undertaking 'Ver e committed 
elsewher e and not available at the moment (Ibid, 8 Jun), 
Thus it became possible for the Allies to enjoy the full 
benefits of capturing the bridges undamaged. 

73. According to A Gp B's Final Situation Report 
(Tagesmeldung}, for 8 Jun, the German forces fighting in 
the Dives - Orne sector wer e placed unde r Fifteenth Army on 
that day {A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, ,Q.;e fil, 8 Jun). The 
German situation map for 8 Jun shows cloarly the failure of 
the advance attemptod by 3 Bn 857 in the direction of Le 
i ~esnil . The battalion was forced back during the morni ng to 
the starting lino Chat eau Chefderne - l e Plain; this was 
the r e sult of an a t t ack on t ho battaliotl~ de~p l eft flank. 
A short o. istance further north "';he Garmans were more 
success.tul. In the afternoon 2 Bn 858 Gren Re~ {the first 
bn of this r egt to i n t ervene ) moved towards Breville ; by 
2200 hrs it had taken the major portion of the locality. 
Further north again, 2 Bn 857 was filaking progress in the 
fight for Sallenelles, 3 Bn 744 was mopping up southwost 
and west of Marville , 2 Bn /44 was at Franceville -Pl.o.ge . 
In the southari:Jmost part of tho fighting area 21 Pz Rocco Bn . 
contained the Allied force s but was unable to make headway 
tonards Ranville. (W.D . Fifteenth Army, .Ql! cit, 8 Jun) 

9 Jun 

74. On this day Fifteenth Army was primarily 
inter e sted in l a st ninute preparations f or t he Allied 
ma jor assault oXpected to hit the Belgian coast on 10 Jun 
(para 54 above ). The f ew r el evant entries indicate that 
the Ge rman forces i n tho s ector gained some ground, but 
that the Ranville bridgehead remained unshaken. At 1300 hrs 
Lt Gen Erich Di estel (Cmdr 346 Inf Div) assumed command of 
all German forces in the sector. He reported immediately 
that his infantry was being slowed down by the inundations; 
weapons wer o not coming up as fast as expected ; the attack 
would have to ba postponed until 10 Jun (W.D. Fifteenth 
Army, ~ill,, 9 Jun) . According to the situation map , 21 
Pz Reece Bn had taken Escoville , and in the evening 2 Bn 858 
was api:iroaching Ranville on the road from Breville. The 
area frolll. 58.llenelle s to the sea had been cleared of Allied 
elements. (Sit Llaps Dive s - Orne Sector, ~ ~' Sit Maps 
9 Jun ) 

*Conversely, at the same time and place , 1 Bn Royal 
Ulster Rifles of 6 Airb Div's Airld Bde found it impossible 
to advance southwards from the Longueval area . (HS 255B6 q013 
(Dl) 6 Airb Div, Ops in Normandy) 
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10 Jun 

75. What was expeoted to develop into a con-
centric attack on Hanville from the North, East and South, 
went under way at 0830 hrs. But German hopes for quick success 
began to fade when sharp oounter-thrusts developed from 
some Allied pockets of resistance. Attempting to move 
south from SS.llenelles, 2 Bn 8;7 was thrown back by de
termined resistance north of Chateau d'Amf'reville; from 
the same locality pressure was brought to bear against · the 
deep flank of 2 and 3 Bns 858, moving towards Hanville. 
Further harassment Oa.me from a resistance pocket at 
Chateau de Breville. At 1700 hrs Corps reported the 
presence of Allied artillery on the east bank of the Orne; 
obviously the resistance nests had to be eliminated before 
Hanville could be tackled. Additional trouble was en-
countered in the area of Le Mariquet; at 1900 hrs 346 
Assault Gun En was reported to havo disabled 8 of 15 tanks 
which had attacked from that locality. This signified the 
days attaok had failed. During the night's telephone 
conversations, General Kuntzen, in lieu of air support 
was offered free advice . He said he would go to the front 
in person, but the troops had to be sorted out first and the 
attack could not be resumed before the afternoon of 11 Jun. 
During the day Bavent and the artillery positions east 
thereof had come under heavy fire from naval guns; many signs 
pointed to a forthcoming breakout from the bridgehead towards 
Bavent. {W.D. Fifteenth Arnzy, .21? £ti, 10 Jun and night 
10/11 Jun) 

11 Jun 

76. Mainly due to a command imbroglio the German 
situation in the sector deteriorated on 11 Jun. All 
foroes fighting in the Dives - Orne sector were under 
command of Fifteenth Army {para 72 above); but 21 Pz Div, 
hard pressed on tho west bank of the Orne, gave unauthorized 
orders in the morning for all its units east of the Orne 
(except 21 Pz Reece Bn) to move forthwith to the west bank. 
By the time A Gp B had straightened out the matter and 
given orders to re-occupy positions already given up, the 
opponent had taken full advantage of the opportunity and 
expanded the southern arc of the bridgehead to and past 
the localities Of Herouvillette, Escoville, Toufrreville 
and Sannerville. (W .D. Fifteenth Army, .QJ2 cit, 11 Jun; 
Sit maps Dives - Orne Sectoz-, .QJ2 cit, sit map ll Jun) 

Estimates of the General Situation 

7 Jun 

77. At C.-in-C,. Navy's situation conference at 
1800 hrs 7 Jun, Hitler and Rommel were said to regard .the 
invasion situation in a positive and confident manner; 
they were expecting the counter-measures to succeed (W.D. 
Skl 1 o~citi 7 Jun, p. 141).* The appraisal of the situation 
by the ava Operations Staff was more guarded; the dif
ficulties to be overcome were listed and the outcome was 
described as hanging in the balance (~, p. 157). 'Foreign 
Armies Westtpointed to .intelligence reports·predicting 
further major landings. (Foreign Armies West , Daily Sitreps,
.21? £.ll, Si trep No. 1289, 7 Jun 44) 

*o.-in-c. Navy: Grand Admiral Karl n8nitz 
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8 Jun 

78. The situation reports of O.B. West and A Gp B 
carried no appraisals of the general situation. The Naval 
Operations staff eonsidered the situation as u~promising 
(W.D. Skl, .2.l2 cit, 8 Jun, p. 189); Naval Group Vlest 
regarded it as-8erious. Over the signature of Admiral 
Kranoke, the following was entered: 

•• , since now for two days there has been no 
tangible success for our side, the t i.me mcst 
favourable for the defenoe has slipped away. 
The situation must be considered as grave •••• 

(W.D. Naval Q-p West , .Q.E cit, p. 6267, 8 Jun) 

'Foreign Armies Vfest ' kept harping on the subj eot of 1'urther 
major landings: 

••• Th e fact that even now none of the forces 
held ready in SE and E England nave been 
identified on the landing front, leilds 
strength to the presumption that these sub
stantial forces are being held together for 
further plans in other areas. Pointing in the 
same direction are the noticeable retention 
[in reserve] - (according to the Air Operations 
staff (Lw F st)) - of the British close fight er 
formations , British reconnaissance orders 
denoting interest in the German defence pre
parations in the Liege - Vise - Maastricht 
sector, and enemy radio warnings to the fish
ermen of Norway, Denmark, Holland and Belgium 
to give up fishing i mmediately and r eturn to 
their harbours. 

('Foreign Armies West', .Ql2 _ill, Si trep No, 
1290, 8 Jun, Appx "Brief Estimate of Enemy 
Situation" ) 

9 Jun 

79. Skl noted the German formation s had been 
forc'ed on the defensive, the bridgeheads had been unified , 
the enemy build-up wa s proceeding f a ster t han their own, 
it was logical to·reckon With the establishment of the 
second front (Skl, .2:2 .£...!,i, 9 Jun, pp 211-212). Foreign 
Armies 1'/est predicted an early Allied drive to seal off 
the Cotentin; the Allied group of forces in southeastern 
England was still intaot and ready for major ol>er ations 
('Foreign Armies Vfost t, 8itreps, .Q.E .£ll, 9 Jun). Naval 
Group West recorded O. B. West's certain expectation of a 
ma jor landing at tile Belgian coast on IO J un; .1 ... dmirc.l Krancke 
added to this: 

11Af'ter weighing the over-all situation I 
am unable to share this belief." 

(W. D. Naval Group West, QQ fil, p . 6278, 9 Jun) 

10 Jun 

80. At c .-in-c. Navy's situation conference at 
1800 hrs (closest circle), it was stated flatly: "The 
invasion had succeeded; the Second Front has been 
established" (W.D. Skl, .Q.:Q cit, 10 Jun, p. 244). 'Foreign 
Armies West ' noted that about half of t he 21st Army Group 
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had been committed in Normandy, the other half was liKely 
to be committed there too. The intact group of forces in 
southeastern England was said to be composed of approx
imately 27 large formations, to which another five 
Divisions from the Midlands and three from Scotland might 
be added { tForeign Armies West t, Sitreps, op cit~ 10 Jun) • 
o.B. Westts situation report of 0715 hrs 11 Jun \Sit 10 Jun) 
closed with the remark: 

••• o •. B. We st expects new heavy enemy attacks, 
probably on the Channel front. All neoe~sary 
and possible preparations have been made . 
On orders of O.B. West the alert state 
"Threatening Danger" has been advanced to day and 
night alert in all areas and as far back as the 
German border •••• 

(o .B. West, Sitreps, ~cit, Sitrep Ops 
No. 4487/44, 0715 hrs l!""Jun) 

11 Jun 

81·. On this day Rommel prepared for despatch to 
Keitel and submission to Hitler a situation report setting 
forth in some detail the difficulties to be faoed in 
Normandy.. A transfer of troops from Fifteenth Army to Normandy 
was not mentioned, but the document was almost certainly 
meant to supplement Rundstedt's bland reports and to r e-direct 
and concentrate attention on events in Normandy. Marshal 
von Rundstedt, Rommel's direct superior, was t6 receive a 
oopy "at'ter despatch" . (A Gp B, Daily Si traps, QI?. cit, 
Rommel's personal Situation Report of 12.Jun for-rl~un) 
(Photostat and Translation: 981AGpB (Dl), 12 Jun) 

THE srRUGGLE FOR CAEN (12 JUN - 9 JUL) 
GEffiliAN STRENGTH ATTRACTED TO EASI' WING 

82. By the end of June the American First Army had 
captured Cherbourg and the British Second Army was facing a 
German major concentration in the Caen sector. In June and 
July the operations of the two Germ.an Armies were not a s 
closely interlocked as they were to be during the last phases 
of the Battle in Normandy. For t his reason the discussion of 
the events in June and July is confined in the present r eport 
to a brief account of the German measures in the eastern 
portion of t he bridgehead. 

Hitler demands Elimination of Allied 
Bridgehead East of Orne (12 Jun) 

12 Jun 

83. Apart from the Germans closing a gap between 
1 SS Pz Corps and 2 Para Corps in the Caumont area, the day's 
fighting in the eastern part of the Normandy bridgehead 
was or re la ti vely little significance. Important, however, 
were certain decisions ma.de at the highest German command 
levels: 

On 12 Jun the Fuehrer gave orders to 
attack and eliminate the enemy bridg~head 
between Orne and Vire piece by piece. First 
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of al.l tho onamy east of the Orne WC'.. s to be 
destroyed, so that 346 Inf' Div would become 
available again •••• 

(Schramm*, ·Der Vlest en , p . 40 ) ( 981SOM(Dl02) 

At the samo time O. B. West was informed that 
2 SS Pz Corps wit h 9 and 10 SS Pz Di~s was 
going to be placed a t his disposal •••• 

(,!bid) 

£..SS Pz Corps orde~ed to France (12 Jun l 
84. At the end of Maroh 1944, a t the very time 
when the Allied· invasion pr epar ations were judged to be vir
tually complete , the Gorman High Command had found it 
necessary to weaken tho \/ostern defences by rUshing 2 SS Pz 
Corps to the East (H.S. Report No . 40 , .Q.12 cit, para 53). 
The Corps was c om.mitt od for a short period in the Tarnopol 
area, but when the invasion of Normandy began it was inactive 
near Lemberg in the Re serve of Amy Group ''Nordukraine 11 

(Northern Ukraine) · (O. C.M.H., F . S . B., M ... B-747, 2 SS Pz Corps , 
29 Jun - 24 Jul 44, p . 1)( ~81SOM(Dl25)). On the Order of 
Battle of the German Army for 15 J un 44 the Corps v1as still 
shown with Anrry Group Northern Ukraine , but at the time it 
must have been a lmost r eady for the hurried r eturn trip to 
the West ( G. M.D .s. - OKH, Poriodical Schematic Orders of 
Battle of t ho Gor rJa.n .n.rmy , 1 944i (Photostat 981 . 04.5 (Dl)). 
According to Schramm 1 t was on 1 Jun that Hitler decided 
to desist from a planned attack in the Ko~el a r ea and to 
r eturn · 2 SS Pz Corps to t he dest (Schramm. , Der Westen, · 
.Q.E _ill, p. 37). But the actual order was issued ":'!l 12 Jun, 
Wlien Panzer Group ~fest r eo ei ved t he toll owing sign.al: 

O. B. \'lest {A Gp D) Ops No . 4530/44, 12 Jun 44 

According to OKH/Genst d H/ Ops No . 440321/44·, 
datea ·12 Jun 44, Corps Headquarters 2 SS Pz 
Corps , with 9 and 10 SS Pz Di vs, is being trans.:. 
ferred t o Army Group D immediately at top speed. 

Llinut e by O.B. West : 

On arrival to be under A Gp B. 

(G.li. D. S.-63181/4 , il .D. Fif~h I'anzer army.! A:pps 10 Jun -
8 Aug 44, 12 Jun 44) (Photost at 981PA.5 (D4)) 

*schramm, Der ~tfesten : This draft War Diary (KTB ) is 
basa d on the detailed daily florking notes kept by Major 
Schramm in his capacity a s historian at tho h eadquarters of 
OEN. Until the end of 1943 the Diary waA arranged puroly 
chronologically, supplement ed by information from participants 
in operations . A:f'tor 1943 the Diary was arr anged aocor~ing to 
subject matte r and fronts (Ausarbeitungen ), for example , the 
Anzio Beachhead , Shifting of d ivisions between rronts, and 
so forth , and was supplemented by a 4erkbuch kept by Schramm., 
with notes of the discussions at the situation meetings ~e 
attended and note s obtained from special interviews with the 
Deputy Chief of WFSt, General ,f arlimont . From 1 J anuary 194.5 
the chronological. ordor was reintroduced . In view of tho sub
sequont ·destruction of the OIF/ r ecords ordered by General 
Soherft, the copie s of the Aus arbeitungen for 1944 and the 
personal oommentario s pre s erved by Schram~ r epresent a Unique 
and valuable source. (H.M. Cole, The Lorraine Campaign, U. S. 
Army in lforld ·.!ar II, European Theatre of Operations ) 

-
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85 . Since the German High Cormnand at that tiue was 
unwilling to weaken Fifteenth Army, any large, hi gh-grade 
fight ing formations to be brought in would have to come from 
the East. 2 SS Pz Corps was the l ogical choice ; under the 
higher direction of General von Geyr the Corps had been trained 
with special care , it ·was under an able corps cor.llJlandcr, it was 
inactive . That the Cor ps was not al erted sooner for transfer 
to the i.fe st was a grave mistake , for in t he event the format ion 
r eached Normandy too late for an effective attack and was 
fri ttered away piecemeal in defensive fighting . 

86 . The commander of 2 SS Pz Corps (then and until 
he assumed command of Seventh Army on 29 Jun) was SS Ober
gruppenf'uehrer und General de r Waff en SS Paul Hausser* , ** ~ 
Corru.nandGr of 9 SS Pz Div ("Hohenstaufen") (then and unti l he 
replaced Hausser in command of 2 SS Pz Corps on 29 Jun) was 
SS Gruppenfuehrer und Ganeral l eutnant der Waff en SS .filli 
Bittr ich***. 10 SS Pz Div ("Frundsberg" ) was under 
Ste.ndartenfuehrer [or Brigadcfuehrer] Heinz Harm.el . 

87 . A further step towar ds strengthening the forces 
in Normandy was Hitler ' s decision on 12 J un to filove 1 SS Pz 
Div (Leibstandarte Adol f Hitler ; indiscriminately abbraviat ed 
"LSAH" or 11LB3AH0 ) to 1 SS Pz Corps "in· t he near fut ure a . 
(G.E ,D . s ·. - OJ!J.il/1760, Jodl, Diary Notes , p . 29, l 2 Jun 44) 
( 981HC (D.50) ). At that time 1 SS Pz Div Was located in the 
Turnhout - Beverloo area east of .H.ntwerp, the divisional 
commander was· ss Brigadefuehrer Theodor Wisch. 

German Group East of Orne exhausted -
Expectanqz of Second _landing precludes 
Depletion _9f Fifte0nth Army 

88. In the fighting east of the Orne the situation 
of Battl e Group Luck had deteriorated on 11 Jun (para 76 above)o 
~lith Luck t s for ces in danger of being overwhelmed , Fifteent h 
Army now thought of moving 84 Inf Div from the Dieppe - Rouen -
St. Val erie tri angle to t he area. south of the Seine and south
east of Caen (W. D. Fifteenth Army, .QR cit, p . 140, 12 Jun ). 
But in a t el ephone conversation with the Army co.mmandGr , at 
1320 hrs , Mar shal Rom.J.ol r efused to agre0 with t his sugge stion; 
he said an enemy push east of the Orne vm s unlikely; he f e l t 
ruor e concern regarding possibl e developments astride the 
Somme ; ther e was no dangor a t the moment to Le Havre ; air 
landi ng forces ought rather be moved to the mouth of the 
Somme (Ibid, p . 142 ). At 1940 hrs Fift eenth Army received 
the Fuehrer•s ordor giving first priority to the elimination 
of the enemy from the Dives - · Orne sector. 81 Corps ~eported 

*Erron6ously spelled with one ~ i n some German documents 

**Hausser was an able professional officGr . In 1932 ho 
r etired from the Reichswehr with the rank of Lt - Gen . Sub
s equently he played a bi g part in the creation of the Waffen 
SS, and distinguished himself at Charkow and Belgorod. (For 
furthor detai ls see : SHAEF , ~leGkly Int Sum No . 17 , 1.5 Jul 44 , 
pp.13 and 14) 

~c**Bittrich t s first name was -Willi, not Wilhelm as indicated 
by German di arists who r egarded "Will i 11 as lacking in dignity . 
In the SS Promotion List of l Sep 44 , ..Q.:Q cit, p . 3 , the 
following appeared: 

Effective 1 Aug 44 : [Promoted to] : 
SS-Obergruppenfuehrer und General der Waff an-SS: 

Bittrioh, Willi1 SS Nr. 39177 1 

Koramandierender General Il. SS Pz. Ko rps 
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it could not do this without first r eceiving additional 
infantry force s; Fiftoont h Army repeat ed it could not sparo 
any infantry; 81 Corps reported the infantry elements of Group 
Luck had shrunk to 420 mon and consisted of: 

2 Bn 125 Rogt {now 200 men ) 
Rocco Bn (150 men) 
A:ngr Coy ( 6 O mon) 

and 
one a ssault gun bat talion (15 lt f ld hows S.P.) 
one assault gun battalion (10 or 12 7.5 cm S.P.) 
ono flak cofil~any (2cm) 
0110 t ank coapany ( 9 Mark IV t anks ) 

(Ibid , p . 144 ) 

"ihon Fiftvonth ~-my r eported this situation , General Spoidol 
r eplied that moving-in 84 Inf Di v -or additional clements of 
21 Pz Div ir1a s out of the question , and that t:arshal RoLlI!l.ol 
wot:ld have to cxamino the request for an airlanding ragimont 
bafore a decision could be made in that matter. {Ibid, P• 144 ) 

13 Jun 

89. The::: e Hei o no ma jor developments in tho Caen 
sector on that day. Tho Germans had identified 2 Cdn Armd Ede 
northwest of Caon; 2 Cdn Inf Div was believed to have r emained 
i n tho Dover area {11Foroign Armies dost", Sitreps , .Q:Q ill,, 
13 and 14 Jun}. ;Jarning was gi von of the tidal conditions in 
tho Sormne-Soine aroa during tho days around 19 J un favouring 
new onmny l andin$s• (Ibid, Kurze Feindbeurto1lung "Nast , 
No . 1295, 13 Jun) 

90. East of t ho Orne Allied pressure increased. 
During the early hours of tho morning Br ovillo , Sannorville 
and Ste. Honorino wcra lost . Group Luck was exhausted , 346 
Inf' Div was unable to lend support, Army Group was informod 
of tho urgent need for frosh forces. 81 corps suggested 
falling back to tho cast bank of the Divas , the Army commander 
said t his was out of the question . 7 Pro j Bdc (2upposcdly an 
route to 346 Inf Div} had not been heard from. It was 
located west of tho Orne , inmobilized by lack of f'ucl. By 
1840 hrs tho "laok of f'uel" s tory had beon explained. in tho 
senso that 1 SS Pz Corps want ed to keep the Brigade , but 
Army Group B gave orders for the formation t o procead at once 
to 81 Corps . (W.D. Fifteenth Army, .Q;Q ill, 13 Jun) 

14 Jun 

91. Pressure on the inner wings of Pz Lehr Div 
(1 SS Pz Corps) and 2 Pz Div (47 Pz Corps) indicated Allied 
i ntent ions to collapse tho caen front by moans of encirclement. 
In bitter fighting 2 pz ·Div stood f ast and ultimately gainod 
some ground ( O. B. ·,1 ost, Si treps, .Q.l2 oi t, 1.5 Jun for 14 Jun ). 
Reports were received t hat the oomnandor of 12 SS Pz Div had 
be~n killed by enemy artillery fire on nis command post 
{W.D. Seventh Army, U. S. Tr-~sl, Vol II, op cit, 1610 hrs 
14 Jun) • Witt was succeeded by St andartenf'uehror Meyer r 
{paras 58 and 58fn above .) 

92. According t o Schramm t he Fuehrer now r ealized 
the necessity of weakening in favour of Normandy all fronts 
but Fifteenth "-l'!IIY 's. In a directive prepared on that day 
but not delivered befor e the af'tcrnoon of 16 Jun, O.B • . fest 
was informed: 

86 Corps was to be moved in from First b.rmy; 

Pz divs now committed wero to be r elieved by 
infant ry divisions ; 
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One division was t o be made available by each of 
t ho f ollowi ng: Armed Forces Com11ander Netherlands, 
Fift eent h Army, Ninet eenth Army; 

In exchange , Fifteenth A~ wa 3 t o r eceive 363 
Inf Div from Denmark and 87 I nf Div from Norway; 
Ni net eenth Army was t o r eceive 198 Inf Div and 
small uni t s from the home-ar ea •••• 

(Schrwnm, Der :Testen, .QJ2 cit, p. 42) 

East of t he Orne the si t uation had become 
81 Corps r eceived promises of substantial artillOry 

i n the near future . (Vl .D. Fi ft cienth Army, .2:2 cit, 

15 Jun 

94~ Tho dayts fighting was on a ninor scale , and 
the command staffs were mainly t hinking in t erms of t he 
f orthcoming major developments. I n a t el ephone conversation 
with c. of s. Seventh Army, at 2150 hrs, Marshal Rommel 
expressed tho opinion: 

••• If absolutely necessary, t he f ront 
must be turned and Normandy abandoned. 
danger of a thrust toward Paris is more 
than a thrust toward Brittany. 

("d .D. Seventh Army, .Q:2 ill,, 15 Jun) 

line 
The 
s erious 

At the same tine ' Foreign Armi es West' circulat ed the 
followi ng estimat e : 

••• [the section] r emains of t ho opinion that 
the commit ment of t he enemy forces in south
eastern England will take place in a manner 
pennitting qarlY operational combination with t he 
f orces of Montgomery.* · 

(•Foreign Armi es West', Sitreps .QJ2 cit, Kurze 
Foindbeurteilungen ~ie st, No. 1297, p:2, 1.5 Jun 44) 

Lt Gen Gause appointed c. of s. Panzer 
Group West (15 Jun) 

95. The main body of 363 Inf Div was now in 
transit from Denmark and would be available in the Turnhout -
Beverloo area by 17 Jun, and Fifteenth AJ."filY ther efore wa s now 
able to issue t he or der fo r the despatch of l 38 Pz Di v t o 
Seventh Anny ('~ i .D. Fifteenth Army, .QJ2. cl t, pp. 158 and 162, 
1.5 Jun). Headquarters Panzer Group West, almost wiped out 

'°'rhe same document cont ained the f ol l owing: 

••• The American Army Group [ still i n England] 
comprises, i n round figures, about 23 - 25 l ar ge 
formations (exclusive of t ho five f ormations 
believed t o be in t he Midlands of England). 
Fr om the standpoint of quality , due t o the 
i nclusion of the highly-rated Canadian divisions, 
and dGspite the l ack of seasoned f ormations, it 
might hardly t ake second place to any appr eciable 
extent to t he Army Group Montgomery. (Ibid, p. l) 
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during tho night 10/11 Jun (para 49 above) , r eached Paris -
Auteuil on 14 Jun and began filling tho vacanci es . On 15 Jun 
Lt Gen Alfred Gause arrived and asswiod the duties of c. of s. 
Pz Gp ·:1est.* (Ibid, 1.5 Jun) 

16 Jun 

96 . Indecisive fighting continued in the Cacn 
sector. East of t he Orne a car ofully mounted att ack by 
e lements 346 Inf Div and 21 Pz Div (Group Luck) produced 
initial gains but bogged do\'m. in t he 'lfternoon due to 
concentrated fire from heavy Allied naval guns. On the left 
wing of 1 SS Pz Corps an Alliod major attack s eamed to be 
in the making. (O .B. \'lost, SitrE:-s , .Q.12 cit , Sitr ep 17 Jun 
for 16 Jun). 

Headquarters 86 Corps pre paring to assumo 
Coiil'.Jand from Orne to Seine ( 17 J·un) 

97, Headquarters 86 Corps, since 20 hug 43 under 
command of Gen Inf Rans von Obsttel der, with 276 Inf Div 
(to come f rom the Bayonne area ) and 16 G.A.F . Div (to come 
f rom the Amsterdam area) , under come.and of Seventh Army 
would now shortly take over the sector fron the Seine to the 
Orne . The A:rr::ry boundary would be ·movod t6 the Seine (~: .D. 
Seventh 1i..r my, U .s . Transl, Vol II, .2J2 _9i t , 2000 hrs 16 Jun ). 
Geno1~a1 Erich i..:::s.rcks, Cmdr 84 Corps, \'1!1.0 had. bean killed on 
12 Jun (par a lOfn above ), had been replaced in t~e meantime 
by General ~lilheln Fahrmbaoher (Ibid, .llassim, 12·-16 Jun). 
Fahrmbaoher had been seventh Army 's choice for tho vacancy, 
but on 18 Jun he was told to return to his own Corps (2.5 
Corps), and Lt Gen Dietrich von Oholtitz, who had been sent 
to O. B. 'Jest on 13 Jun for e:1pl oymont c.s a corps commander , 
was placed in coL'.lEand of 84 Corps (I.~\..q , 1000 hrs 1 8 Jun; 
OKH Per sonnel Files , .Q.E £it , von Choltitz ) 

17 Jun 

98 . In the evening o~ 16 Jun 81 Corps had reported 
on the telephone that easJv of the Orne "nothing could be G.one" 
unles s the enerily naval artillery was el iminated (\I . D. 
Fifteenth Army , .QP cit, p . 164, 1 920 h~s 16 Jun) . Early 
on 17 Jun Fifteanth ~rmy informed the Corps t:iat inabil5. ty 
t o carry out t he a s signed t ask would ha7o to bo reported ~n 
writing (Ibid, p . 1661 17 JU!l) . During the day General vcn 
Obstfelder ap11eared at the headquarters o:f 81 Corps c..nd 
began his preparations for t aking ovar the·sector (}bid) . 
To reverse the t actical situation , however, wol.!2.d have 
r aquirod a good deal more than a mer~ change in coIJill:J..Dd 
arrangements. In his post -war narrative General. rruntzen 
writes that 81 Corps was unable to deal. with the si-tuation 
1n a proper manner because everv move ::ial to have prior 
consent from OKW, hundreds of kilometres eway in Ee.ster:.i 
Prussia , and that all his suggestions were tu!"Iled down 
with sharp orders not to give up any strongpoints . (Kuntzen, 
81 Corps , .2:2 .£.!!, Transl pp . 26 - 27) 

*Gause had been Speidelts predecessor as c. of s . 
A Gp B (10 Jul 43 - 1.5 Apr 44) . Earlier he had been 
c. of s. Panzer Gr oup Africa (1.5 Aug 41 - 6 Dec 42) 
(OKH, Personnel Files, .2:Q cit, Gause ) 
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Hitler, Rundstodt and Rommel cont'er at 
Eargi val _(17 Jun) 

99. .According to Schramm, 0. B. 'ti est had r equvsted 
that the Chief' or Deputy Chief of OK.I call at his head.quarters 
for a discussion of t ho forthcoming operations. But Hitler 
decided instead to fly to tho -.fest in person, and on 17 Jun, 
lia.rshals von Rundstodt and Rommel reported to him at the 
Headquarter s 1rvf 2" , at Margi val, five miles northeast of 
Soissons (SChramm1 Der Jesten, .Q.P- ~' p. 43 ; Jod.l, Dia ry 
Notes, QB cit, 17 Jun) . On the basis of Jodl's diary notos 
the sum~otal of t ho decisions made at Eargi val was that 
the Fuehrer gave )ermission to n.ake such small changes in 
the frontlines of l SJ Pz Corps as the situation required 
(Ibid). A lengthy and inter esting description of the 
r:.arglval proceedings has be0n suppli ed by Gener al Speidel. 
flhen the dr a.natic and futil e interview was over, Hitler and 
Rommel t.ad becone antagonists . Some of tho highlights in 
Speidel's account ar e briefly su.mnarized below: 

••• Hitle r spoke bitterly of his displeasure at the 
success of tha Allied landings: f or which he tried to 
hold the field commanders responsible , 

••• Rommel frankly de scribed the hopelessnes s of the 
straggle against such tremendous superiority i n the 
air, at sea qnd on the land. 

, •• Rommel declared the "fortresses" to be a sensel ess 
waste of materiel and men; but ho warned in vain • 

• • • Rommel predicted Allied thrusts, one tovrar ds Paris, 
tho other one to cut off Brittany • 

••• Rormiel demanded unrestricted freedom ~f action in 
the ~"lest, a ssignment of f irst class panzer f orces, 
air covar and nava l support. Fi eld La.rsha l von 
Rundstedt supported his demands • 

••• Hitler could not s ee the truth of t h is e stimat e , 
he confined hi.raself to a monologue on the decisive 
ef~ects of tho guided missiles then being taken into 
use • 

••• Jodl promised r e inforcement s ; Hitler talked of 
:rma.sses of jet-fighters" t o shatter Allied air 
supremacy • 

••• Ro.mm.el doubted whether the Russian front could be 
held. Re concluded his critical examination of the 
situation with an urgent request that the war be 
brought to an end. Hitler out Rommel off abruptly. 
Tho gulf between Hitler and Rommel had widened. 

(Speidel, Invasion 1944, .CJ2 oit, pp 92-99) 
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18 Jun 

100. Fi&:ting in t he Caen sootor on thi s day was 
con.tined to inconclusive minor undertakings east 9.I!d He st 
of tho Orne . Amry Group B still believed l n t he iDiilineno e of 
an Ji.lliod a ssault on t h o Di eppe - Le Havre coast : 

••• The situation wa s again r eported to OKW ; 
the ."i.rmy Group is reckoning with an attack in 
the next few days on 81 Corps in t he area of 
Fif't e0Ilth Army, 

{':l .D . Fiftoonth Army, ~ cit, pp . 170-171, 
statement by Gonoral Speidel i n t el cons with 
c. of s. Fift aonth An:IJY, 0945 hrs 18 Jun) 

The oo:mnand staff :ipanzer Group ~ lest" (paras 49 and 95 above ) 
was noY1 almost r eady t o r esume its f unctions, and 1Ua..rshal 
Rommel discussed its future role with Genoral von Geyr. 
Shortly aftaJ:wards Axmy Group B notii'ied the Panzer Group 
formally of its forthcoming employment as t he highest 
conn:.innd authority in the Seine - Drome sector, directly under 
Army Gr oup B. 

(W.D. Fifth Panzer Army, Appendices, 
£,E cit , Appx 5, A Gp B, Ops No . 
}08'2744, 18 Jun 44) 

Rommel still appreh0nsive nf a Second 
Landing further North (19 Jun) 

101. East of the Orne Group Luck mado small gains 
in bitter fight ing; wost of t he Omo Allied probing attacks 
on both sides of' Tilly-sur-soulles and at ·Longraye and Livry 
were r epulsed (O.B. 1'fost, Sitrops, ~cit, Sitrep 20 Jun 
{for 19 Jun)). -- In his account of~hellargival confer ence 
Speidel wr i t es that Romi:wl at that ti4e no longer believed in 
a second big landing north of the Seine (Invasion 1944, .Q.P .£.!!, 
p . 9.5 ). However that may have been, it is intorcsting to note 
that Army Group B's 'Y"looltly Report" (Wochenmeldung), issued 
at 1900 nrs 19 Jun over the typed name "Rommel, General Field 
t:a.rshal", and handsigned by Speidel, carried the following 
estimate : 

••• To judgo from the enemy grouping of forces 
and t hG t a ctica l and t echnical possibilities one 
can r eckon with a large- scale oncmy l anding enter
prise on tho Channel front astride Cap Gris Nez or 
between tho Somme and Le Havre . 

The general attack [ oxpocted to be launched] 
from the Normandy bridgehead, and a fresh major 
l andi ng operation might well be correlated in thoir 
tining and have a s their joint operational goal the 
envelopmont of the Paris area . (see also para 113 
below) 

(G.?i .D.s . - 75145/5 , A Gp B , -ieokly Reports and 
Estimat~s , 20 liay - Oct 44, A Gp B, Ops No, 
3723/44, 1900 hrs 19 J un 44 ) (981AGpB(D3)) 

102. On the samo day Panzer Group fest r eceived 
two map studies which had boon pr epar ed by warshal Rommel and 
s ent to o . B. Wost for ini'ormation and to tho Panzer Group for 
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guidance. Ro;.J.nel wa s thinking of two ways in which the •.memy 
in the bridgehead might be attacked. Eaoh possible course of 
action was shown by means of arrows placed ·on separate maps. 
Rough tracings of t he arrows on s tudies No . 1 and No. 2 appear 
as Appendix "G" to the present report. 

study I 

Study II 

dealt with an attack in the ~vent of the 
Calvados front r emaining more or l ess stable. 

In the first phase 47 Pz Corps* and 2 SS Pz 
Corps were to break through a oross the road 
Caen - Balleroy whilst the enemy north of 
Caen was being kept pinned down. 

In tho second phase t he combined armoured 
forc es were to launch an attack with Bayeux 
as the focal point. This to drive a wedge into 
~ontgomery's forces a t the boundary between 
Second British Army and First American Army. 
Subsequently the ma.in forcos werG to move west
we.rds, 1 SS Pz Corps eastwards. 

dealt With an att ack to be considered in the 
event of an Allied push in the direction 
Falaise - Paris. 

{W .D. Fifth Panzer Army, Vol of Apps, 
.Q.E cit, Appx 6, 19 Jun 44) 

86 Corps assumes Command fran Orne 
to seine (20 Jun) 

20 Jun 

103. At 0800 hrs 20 Jun, Corps Headquarters 86 
Corps at long l ast assumed oommand {under Seventh Army) of the 
Seine - Orne sector (paras 92 and 97 above). Corps Head
quarters were installed at Gerrots (18 lan NW Lisieux). For the 
moment the Corps had only two divisions under command: 711 Inf 
Div, with hcadqua:t"ters at Chateau le Quesnay (1 km N Glanville , 
20 km NW Lisieux), and 346 Inf Div, with headquarters at st. 
Leger Dubo~q {21 km NW Lisieux). At the same time the Seine 
had become the; inter-army boundary. On the Cotentin the 
fighting was approaching a climax, but in the Caon sector action 
still was of merely local significance . (O.B. West, Daily 
Sitr eps , .Q.E £ll, 20 Jun; A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, .Q.E ill, 20 Jun) 

Hitler denands armoured Attack against 
EnelpY in Balleroy Area (20 Jun) 

104. During the day O.B. West informed the Panzer 
Group of tho reoeipt of an OKW Or der (No. 772006/44, signed 
Jodl, dated 20 Jun) according to which the .Fuehrer desired 
an attack with the combined forces of 1, 2 9, 10 SS Pz, 
2 Pz and Pz Lehr Div to destroy the Third American Corps in 
the Balleroy a r ea . Prior to t ho attack it would be necessary 
to relieve 2 Pz Div and Pz Lehr Div with the first infantry 
divisions to r each tho area. In addition the enomy cast of the 
Orne was to be destroyed in order to free the G.H. ~. troops 
concerned for tfie ma.in attack. (W.D. Fifth Panzer Army, Vol 
of Apps, .Q.E ,2.ll, Appx 10) 

*cmdr: Gen Pz Tps Freiherr Hans von Funok 
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Seventh Army Casuc.lties 6 - 18 Jun 

2.1 Jtm. 

10.5. While Hitler peremptorily doma.nded the 
destruct i on of tho enemy eo.st of t he Orne, the field commenders 
wonder ed who wc.s going t o do t he job. Infc..ntry .might aooompl.ish 
the t ask, but they '.?ere woefully short of infantry. 346 Inf 
Div now had ~ oo.::ibc.t strength of 13.59 a ll r~.nks; Group Luck 
count ed ; 80 survivors; r elief' \'LS not in sight :-.s yet. In t he 
r ear a reas 1 SS Pz Div wid 2 SS Pz Cor ps were just begi nning 
t o r each t heir a ssembly ureas. True enough, British Second 
Army' we.s no• yet r eady either, but they were r egrouping o.nd 
concentrat ing t heir f'orces. - Seventh ~"rmy issued ~ stat ement 
on oo.sua ltios. From 6 - 18 Jun, counting dec.d, wounded and 
missing, t he !J.T.D.Y ho.d suffer ed the following losses: 

644 Officers (incl 55 commanding officers) 
23, 618 NCOs c.nd 1:en 
1,676 E~stern Vol unt eers 

{O. B. ·.1est, Daily Sitreps, .Q:Q fil, 22 Jun fo r 21 Jun; 
A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, .£E fil, 22 Jun for 21 Jun) 

Divi sional Boundcries i n Caen Sector 
(22 Jun) 

22 Jun 

lo6. The a rtillery build-up east of the Orne was mo.king 
progress. Three ba.tteries o f 763 GHQ, Hy J~rty Bn had r eached 
Dozule (22 km NV/ Lisieux) on t he preTious day, the ba lance wa s 
approc ching t he s ector {A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, .QJl cit, 21 Jun). 
On 22 Jun .5.55 ' GHQ Hy Arty Bn r eached the Corps area\O.B. West 
Daily Sitreps, ~cit, 23 Jun for 22 Jun). The r emno.nts of 
716 I nf Div were on the wo.y t o First Army. l SS Pz Corps was 
a.ware of Allied r egroupings and preparations forwa rd of Le 
Mesnil. Di visional. bounda ries in t he Co.en sector were now: 

21 Pz Div (less Gr oup Luck, east of t he Orne ) 

right: River Orne 
left: Railroad Co.en - Douvres 

12 SS Pz Div 

to: \'fat e rcourse of creek 4 00 m W 
Font eno.y Le Pesne l - Ducey 

Pz Lehr Div 

to: Vil.lers Bocage - rond bend 1.8 km NE 
Tortevo.l. - cross roads 700 m S st. Paul 
Du Vernon - western fringe Bois du Cern.ny,, 

(This o.lso boundary between 1 SS Pz 
Corps and 47 Pz Corps) (Ibid) 

'Foreign Armies Uest' estimated the strength of the /~erican 
A.rmy Group in E :md SE England o.t 28 l a rge f ormations. From 
three to four a irborne divisions from tlestom England might be 
added to these. hJ.l in all these f orces r epresented a. strength 
closely oorresponding to that of k rmy Group Montgomery. 
Rego.rdi;ig the prospective moment for connnitment of this iJnericnn 
A:rmy Group it w~s to be noted that prepar ations for o.irlanding 
and po.ra.ohute operations had been complet ed and that ther e wns 
o. oonoentro.tion of l anding craft in the Ho.rwioh - Yarmouth a r ea. 
(Sitreps •Foreign Armies West', .£Q cit, No. 1304, 22 Jun, Appx 
"Kurze Feindbeurteilung West") 
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23 Jun 

107 . East of the Orne Group Luck was dislodged f r om 
Ste. Honorine and UDabl.e to ro-take tho locS:.ity. The 
assembl.y of thG panzer formations destined for the Caen sector 
was progressi ng well, but tho infantry divisions being Ll.oved 
up to f r ee armoured formations for t ho pro j ected big attack, 
follll.d· themselves f'oroed to march 1.50 - 200 1ons alid were 
making vecy slow progress (A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, ~cit, 
23 Jun). In ordar to spead up this movement A Gp B directed 
't;he Panzer ·formations to send transport ooJ.nmns to meat thom 
(21 Pz Div for 16 GAF- Div: H. Q.. 2 SS Pz Corps for 276 a.lid 277* 
~nt' Divs). fJ".D. Fifth Panzer A.:rmy, Vol of Apps, ,sm cit, Appx 
12, 23 Jun) 

Fi eld Commanders ~redict Failure for 
¥11eroy Attack C- 4 Jun) 

24 Jun 

108. The projected a rmoured attack (paras 102 and 
104 above ) was discussed between Gonorals von Geyr and Gauso 
and tho ooLlilanders of 47 Pz Corps, 1 SS Pz Corps and 2 SS Pz 
Corps at a confer ence in Montmerr ei (2 km W Montree). Right 
from tho outset tho Panzer Group ma.do it plain t hat the ideas 
set forth wor e not entirely t heir own. It soomed to be tho 
consensus of opinion that tho armour would bog down in tho 
firo of t he naval guns. Furthermore it Seemed probable that 
at the current rate of wastage 21 Pz Div, 12 SS Pz Div and 
Pz Lehr Div would bo barely fit for defence at the t ime tho 
attaok was to take placo . Infantry replacement battalions woro 
r equired urgently, 12 SS Pz Div in particular was very chor t 
of infantry. (W.D. Fifth Panzor Arm.y, Vol of Apps , .QE £.ll., 
Appx l~, 24 Jun) 

109. 'Foreign Arm.las ,/est' continued stre ssing 
tho expcotod commitment of "Army Group Patton".** Captured 
Allied orders for photo r eoonnaissancos to be carried out 
along the rivers Touques and Rislo so0ID.od to point to an 
oarly push by Army Group llontgomory toward Paris. This 
so&med to lend added validity to their pr edictions of a 
forthcoming operation by the two Army Groups in combination . 
Thu til:lv limit set for oonpletion of the photo r econnaissance 
(7 Jul) soomed to indicate tho operation was planned for the 
last t en days of July; statemants made by the American 
ambassador at Ankara seemed to confirm these views. (Sitreps. 
' For eign Armies ,.fest', ~ oit , Sitrop No . 1306, 24 Jun, 
Appx "Kurze Foindbourtolluiii'West") 

2 SS Pz Corps and 1 SS Pz Div 
r oach Paris Area - British ~hrcat 
t o outflank Caen (25 - 26 Jun) 

2.5 Jun 

110. Tho r..ain body of 2 SS Pz Corps and about one 

*277 Inf Div was thon stat ioned near t he Gulf' of Lyon, 
at Narbonno , under Nineteenth Army. 

lf'Ctrhis implied compliment is well in line with the admiration 
expressed for General Patton by most of the interrogat ed German 
officer prisoners of war. {Narrator) 
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half of 1 S3 Pz Di v had now r eached t heir concentration areas 
wost of Paris (A Gp B, Daily Sitr eps , .Q.12 cit , 2.5 Jun ). But 
not only was the ap~roach-march of tho infantry divisions 
difficult ar~d 1:>ainf ully slow (ibid ), the whole German build
up was too sl ow and Br itish Second Army was abl e to r et a in 
t ho initiative . On tho l of t wing of 1 SS Pz Corps the. British 
for ce s nado a 9onetrati on .5 km wide and 2 km deep , Font enay
l e Pcsnel ~nd Invigny wor~ lost, the br each was widened to 
tho r oad TG s sel - Br ettevi l l e - Vondee (I bid ). O. B. West 
not ed : ~ 

•• • 1 S 3 Pz Corps r eports inabi lity to 
r estore situation with its own f orces • 

••• El ements of 1 SS Pz Div , t her efore , 
must be made available to 1 SS Pz Corps. 

(O. B. Jost , Dail y Reports , ~ ill, 26 Jun f or 2.5 Jun ) 

Sevent h Army r ecor ded : 

1 940 hrs A Gp B approve s the commitment of two 
battalions of 1 SS Pz Div in tho sector 
of 1 SS Pz Corps . 

{J .D. Seventh .army , U .s . Transl Vol II, 
,Q;e fil, 25 Jun) 

East of tho Orne t he s i tuation was still unchanged ; on tho 
Cotentin Chorbour g was about to f a l l. In t he Caen sector 
Allied pr es sur e was now forcing tho Gvrmans to continue 
and int ensify t he disastr ous pol i cy of exposi ng val uabl e 
assault forces t o tho r el entless at t r ition characteristic 
of pi eooraoal def ence oper ations . 

26 Jun 

l ll. Th~ Al l i ed effort against t he l eft wing of 
12 SS Pz Div as suracd consider able proportions , but while 
ground was l ost, an immediat e breakthrough Vias prcvont od . 
Arny Group B r eported the expansion of tho Alli ed break- in 
ar~a by so:-10 5 km in widt h and up to 3 km in depth ; St . Hanvicm, 
Choux and Rauray wer e l ost. By 1800 hrs British forces had 
r 0ach0d Gr a invi lle - sur-Odon and appar ently intended t urning 
oast: * 

•• • This might be t he open i ng pha se of an 
opor ation in cast - south easterly direction 
for a l at er push on Paris and with tho 
i rincdiat o t actical goa l of cutt ing off the 
Ca<m a r ea . 

(A Gp B, Daily Si t r cps , .QJ? .£.i1, 26 Jun) 

ll2 . During the day A Gp B decided to move 2 33 Pz 
Corps to the St . Symphorien - Thury-Harcourt ar ea C.l .D. 
Sovonth h rmy , _QE cit , 26 Jun). In vi ew of the growing nULlbor 
and forthcoming ompl oymont of Gorman panzer format i ons in t ha 
oast orn wing of the Nor mandy bri dgehead i t was becoming 
incr easingl y urgent to have mat t er s handl ed by a high.or 
comnand st a f f f'u l ly qualif i ed for armoured oper ations . 
Panzer Gr oup :est was now nearly r eady to r esume its functions 
and notifi ed O . B. ·rlost t hat its Tac t i cal Group would be r eady 

*For an eye -witness account of the f i ghting during thos e 
days sGo : lieitzell, Caen-Falai s c , .QJ? .£.!!. 



- 54 -

by 28 Jun; the Q Group by 1 Jul (W. D. Fifth Panzer Army, 
.Q.E .£.!!, 2b Jun). Whether the German forces in the Caen 
s ector would be able to reeain the initiative was very 
problo.I!lB.tical, but nevertheless General von Geyr duti:f'ully 
provided Army Group B with a map sketch showing how he 
expected to conduct the attack demanded by the High Command 
(.f .D. Fifth Panzer Army, Vol of Apps, .QJ2 .,ill, Appx 15, 
26 Jun) . A photostatic r oproduotion or-General von Goyr•s 
submission apyoars a s Appendix 11H11 to the present report. 

Continu,!!l....s.. GorLJ.B.D. Preoccu~ation with a 
possible Second tariding ( 6 Jun) 

113. As t ho end of the month was drawing near er a 
battle for Caen was clearly in the making, but at the same 
t ir.io t ha highost Gorman command authorities were also still 
ti:rmly convinced of a :future second landing. ' For eign Armies 
fest' enl a rged its a rgumentations upon the subj ect of a 
forthcoming operation again st t ho "Central Channel Coa st ; i 
(Sitrops ' Foreign Armies './lost', .QJ2 cit , Appx to Sitrop 
No. 1308, 26 Jun). At t h e Situatioil'Confer enco of 26 Jun General 
Jodl urged preparations against landings in tho Dieppe s ector, 
while Hitler a rgued t hat a second landing in Brittany wa s still 
moro probable unloss the opponent wanted to carry out t ho 
Dio~pe attack in order to capturo th~ areas from whicn the 
flyins bombs \lor e being launched (Schramm, Dor .:osten, .Q:e oi t, 
p . 49}. Particularly notoworthy in this r espect was t he 
~!cekly Situation Report of h.rmy Group B, issued on 26 Jun 
over the signature of General Speidel , who too was still r ookon
ing with a possiblG major assaul t north of tho Seine, and wa s 
uneasy over tho weakening of Fifteenth Army's defence potential 
by the transfer of 1 SS Pz Div t o Seventh Anny. (A"Gp B, 
Woekly Roparts, .Q:Q cit, Report for Week 19 - 26 Jun, A Gp B, 
Ops No. 4043/44,-26J'Un 44) 

27 Jun 

114. Checking the British drive on 26 Jun had been 
costly, particularly to 12 SS Pz Div. All availabl e el ements 
of 1 SS Pz Div and 2 s.s Pz Corps wer e now moving toward tho 
penetration ar ea . In the meantimo t he British attack had bocn 
r esumed in tho area south of Fontenay - Lo Pesnel, and in tho 
evening tho German f orces near 1iondrainville wer e forood off 
t he Caon - Villers Bocage road. Armourod elements of 12 SS 
Pz Div were cmbroilod · in a losing fight near Cheux (A Gp B, 
Daily Sitreps, .Q:Q cit, 27 Jun) ; by 2300 ~rs they had fallen 
back t o the nor--&liern outskirts of Baron (\l.D . Seventh Army , 
u.s . Transl Vol 1, ~ cit, 27 Jun). Stop-gap battalions 
from 2 Pz Div and 2 ss--p'Z Div r eached t he Baron area late in 
the evening. Southeast of' Caen , elements of 16 GAF Div had 
r oaohed the l :ezidon - Li varot area . The German forces i n the 
Caen perimet er wer e now being thickened quickly; in tho 
af'tornoon of 28 Jun Panzer Group ·.1ost would a ssume c Ol!ILlElnd from 
Seine to Drama; Headquarters for the Panzer Group wer e being 
esta blished 2 km SE ·wd ttois (20 km NE Falaise). (W .D. Firth 
Panzer Amy, .QJ? _ill, 27 Jun ) 

German Build-¥! too slow - Propitious 
Eoment for Ba eroy Attack missed -
Signs of a possiblo concentric Attack 
on caen ( 2§ Jun) 

28 Jun 

115 . The first class panzer formations earmarked 
for tha planned drive toward tho general area of Bayou%· were 
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now coming to hand, but the Germans had boen beaten to tho 
- punch and there v1as no time for marshalling troops and staging 

tha attack ~roperly. Pressure had now also developed north 
of Caen, yarticularly from Cam.bes toward Epron; Epron was lost. 
In tho area of the deep penetration at Baron the defending 
element s of 12 SS Pz Div wero forced back to and beyond the 
Caen - Evrecy road northeast of Es~uay (A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, 
22. cit, 28 Jun; W.D. Seventh Army, Sit l\:Taps, .QR cit, 28 Jun). 
East"Of the Orne too the signs pointed to a forthcoming attaok; 
the original picture of an enveloping southward drive past 
Caen might well be changing to one of a concentric attack on 
that city. (W.D. Seventh Army, U.S. Transl Vol I, .QR .£!1, 
28 Jun, passim) 

General Dollmann dies; General Hausser 
ass-umos Comm.and of' seventh Army ( 28 Jwi )° 

116. At 1000 hrs 28 Jun the commander of Seventh 
Arroy, Col-Gen Friedrich Dollman died as a result of a heart 
attack (Tulephone Log of the Geno.an Seventh Army from 6 - 30 
Jun 44, British Air hlinistry Translation No . VII/70} 
( 981. 025 (D2)). At 1335 hrs Seventh ..\.rmy was told t hat 
General von dor . Chevallerie had been placed 1n command of the 
Anny (W .D. Seventh Army, U . s . Transl Vol II, .QR cit, 28 Jun.}. 
This was almost certa inly Col Gen Kurt von der Chevallerie , 
the commander of First Army, and it was also a lmost certainly 
a stop gap appointment made by Rommel pendi ng the announcement 
of Hitler's final choico . Indeed, before many hours had 
passed Hitler made it known that he had chosen General Hauss~r 
(Comd 2 '39 Pz Corps) to command Seventh Army (para 86 above ). 
This ap)ointment was politically astute and militarily quite· 
sound, but it was bound to cause .disappointment in some 
quarters. General Goyr, for one, may have been displeased. 
But oven though he may have f ailed to s ense his approaching 
r emoval from command (para 128 below), ho must have been fully 
av1are of Hitler's and his own operational thinking being worlds 
apo.rt EJld wholly incompatible . In discussing the problem 
of this succession General Speidel writes that political 
consider ation s prevGnted Hitler at the t iLlo from appointing 
tho eminently suitable and immediately available General 
Erich L:arcks (Invasion 1944, .QJ! .£!!, p . HY/). Speidel may 
not havo expressed himself qurte precisely in this matter, 
for ~arcks had been killed on 12 Jun (para 97 above). 

117. General Dollmann•s death had ocour~ed at a 
rather inopportune moment, just when Marshals von Rundst odt and 
Room.el wor e preparing to follow a hurried summons to Berchtes
gaden (para 119 below) and 2 SS Pz Corps was getting set for 
the a ttaok planned for the next day . Gener a l von Geyr had 
barely announced his assumption of co:tlliland over 1 SS Pz Corps, 
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2 SS Pz Corps, 47 Pz Corps and 86 Corps* (Vl .D. Fifth .Panzer 
Army, Vol of Apns, ~ cit, Appx 19, Pz Gp West Ops No . 6/44, 
1700 hrs 28 Jun) when~ received Vlord not only of Genore.l 
Haussor•s appointment to the command of Seventh Army but also 
of the Panzer Groups t emporary subordination [durin~ the 
absenoe ·of the two Field Marshals] to Seventh Anny Ibid, 
Appx 20, Seventh Army, Ops No . 3476/44, 28 Jun). Hausser was 
urgently naeded at AI'fi1Y Headquarters, and ponding settlement 
of the neces sary changes in appointment he agreed to have 
2 83 Pz Corps attached to 1 SS pz Corps "for tomc~rowts attack 
onlya . (° l . D. Seventh Army, U.S. Transl Vol II, £m cit, 1810 
and 1930 hrs 28 Jun) 

General Bittrich in Command of 2 SS Pz 
Corps; - Beaten to Punch bt British 
Drive~ 2 SS Pz Corps iauno es Counter
attao rn Afternoon (29 Jun) 

29 Jun 

118. On 28 Jun l SS Pz Corps had informed the Panzer 
Group of its inability to cope with the situation in the Baron 
area , even with the help of l SS Pz Div. The danger existed 
"of' the enemy pushing through to tho Orne, with the result that 
Caon would bo lost". On the other hand 2 SS Pz Corps r eported 
t hat tho counter-attack could not be deliver ed beror e 29 Jun. 
During the night 28/29 Jun, 9 and 10 SS Pz Divs and t wo 
projector brigades would assamble and, attacking across tho 
Gavrus - Noyers lino, r ecapture the Baron - Mouen - Cheux 
ar ea, subsequently destroying the enomy on the near sida of 
the Caon - Villors-Bocage road ( l .D. Fifth Panzer Army, .Qll 
£..!!, 28 Jun). But during the night road jams delayed tho 
assembly of the troops and tho attaok had to bo postponed 
(W.D. Fifth Panzer Army, Vol ot Apps, .QJl _ill, Appx 22, 29 Jun}. 

According to tho Daily Report of Army -croup B the British 
attempt to gain possession of' the Caen aroa grew in intensity 
on 29 Jun. ~inally, at 1430 hrs, the 2 S.S Pz Corps attack got 
under way. Harassed by fighter-bombers and heavy artillery 
fire it nevertheles s succeeded in obtaining some initial 
succes s . 10 SS Pz Div captured Gavrus, and 9 SS Pz Div 

* l 
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r eached i·1ondrainville . By ni ghtfall, however, the opposing 
forces had beoo110 en.mushed in bit·iier :fighting (A Gp B, Daily 
Sitraps, ov cit, 29 Jun) and tho Panzor Group r euorted mer ely 
its in ton't!oii""Of continuing the attaok dUring thG-night 29/30 
Jun (W.D. :1if'th ?anzGr Army, Vol of Apps, 21! cit Apnx 25 
29 Jun). During t he day Gonora l Bittrich ( paz:a-~6 above )* had 
assumod co.mmand of 2 SS Pz Corps . I n tho evening Gener a l von 
Goyr i nstructed hin to pursue tho attack during tho night as 
l ong &s his forces r:or e able to do so; this att ack was the 
big o~Jport unity. ( ; • 'J . Fifth Panzer i .. rmy, .QJ2 ill, 2 9 Juii} 

119. It seoms probable t hat t he Berchtesgaden 
discussions between t h.a Fuehrer and his :estern L:arshals 
took pl aoe on 29 Jun. Jodl (Diary Not e s, QR cit, p. 31) 
as well a s SohreJ:ltl (Dar \/eaten , _Q:e cit, p • .53J give 29 Jun 
a s t ho date of tho conversations an'Q""Of Hitler's reluctant 
decision to desist from tho proj ected attack .with Cherbourg as 
its ultimate goal. Zimraorma.nn and Rundstedt , however, give 30 
Jun as the date of t ho conversations ("A Study in Command", 
op cit , p. 11.5). Part l y because Zimmermann was not -pr es ent 
at Berohtesgaden, and partly for persona l r easons , ~arshal 
von Rundstedt added some inter esting connonts to Zimmermann ' s 
account: 

The conferonce, in which Fi old l•·Iarshal Sperrl e** 
a lso t ook part, was rostrioted , at my r equest , to 
the smullest number of participants . Arter Rommol 
and I had given an exhaustive expositi6n of the 
complet e untenability of the situation, no clear 
decision was reo.ohed. Always: Hol d! HoldJ New 
Yr ea pons are coming, new fighter planes, more troops 
end thG same old t alk. Here again we sa id that 
soraething political must happen . Ioy silence . 

I l eft the conferenc e without any hope, arrived 
in St . Gornain after 18 hours journey by automobile, 
and found the situation the r e had become still more 
acute . 

Tho next day I was dismissed! 

-.-• ... 
b.mong my closest collaborat ors I certa inly often 

mentioned that in view of the constant tutelage 
exercised from "a bove" , and of my age e.nd stat e of 
health, I did not f eel inclined to r et ain my position 
for l ong. ! never made a r equest for r etirenent, 
in the ·.1est. 

On the occasion of the Berchtesgaden conference 
with Hi tlor on 30 Jun, to which I v1ent by automobile 
and .!!..Q1 in a comfortable speoial train (I t ravelled 

*on 30 Jun Himml er anpointed B1ttrioh to command 2 SS Pz 
Corps and standartenfuohre r [Sylvester] St adler to command 
9 SS Pz Div ( i .D. Seventh Army, .Q:e fil, 30 Jun 44) 

**gperrle , Hugo, Field Liarahal German Air Foroe , 
Cmdr Third Air Fleet 
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from 2 9 Jun to 1 Jul -- a very great exertion) , and 
after I had to wait for another six hours beyond the 
time appoi nted for the meeting, I let Keitel know -~ 
in my annoyance -- that they need not be surprised 
up 11above" if I t oo , an old and sick man, fell dead 
one day, like Col Gen Dollmann. On the strenb~h of' 
that I received, the very day a~er my return to 
Headquarters a handwritten letter from Hitler jn 
unusually r;!endly terms,requosting, in consideration 
of' my health and of the increased exertions t o be 
expected in the near future , that I turn over my 
command to Field Mai·shal von Kluge. The latter arrived 
at our headquarters as early as 3 Jul 44. I myself 
was just a s surprised as my officers. In the 
prevailing situation I would never have a sked to be 
r elieved ••• but would have ·continued to do my duty 
as a soldier until the end. 

I believed that because of the unsatisfactory 
general situation this welcome excuse was t aken to 
relieve me, in order to have a scapegoat ••• Kettel 
[later] mentioned of his own accord that my 
assumption was correct. (~) 

Stalemate in Caen Sector. Von Geyr 
g;roposes withdrawal to Caen South -

umont ~ Hau.sser and Rundstedli concur 
Do Jun_ 

30 Jun 

120, As a r esult of the day's cla shes the British 
r ealized that their plans for capturing the Caen area had to be 
r ecast, and the Germans realized that the oounter-attaok was a 
failure and could not possibly succeed. O.B. West reported: 

Aft er several hours of fluctuating fighting the 
2 SS Pz Corps attack was smothered by superior 
enemy forces in the line north of Esquay -
Gavrus - Grainville. Our forces suffered 
grievous losses. It is intended to oontinue the 
attack during the night 30 Jun/l Jul. 

(Sitreps O.B. West , .2E ~' l Jul for 30 Jun) 

An attempt to continue the att ack was to be madei but the · 
canmander of Panzer Group ~lest ent ertained no f a se hopes . 
During the day he despatched to Seventh Army (and "for 
information" to A Gp B and the Inspector General of Panzer Troops) 
an estimate of the situat ion in which he urged the evacuation 
of Caan North and the bridgehead. Caen South and the Orne 
were to be held, and a new frontline est ablished in the 
general area Avenay - Villers Bocage - Caumont. "A breakthrough 
to the coast is no longer possible"; "the situation at Caen 
demands ne~ and r ealistic command decisions" (VI .D. Fifth 
Panzer ·Army, Vol cf Apps, .Q.:e .£!!i., Pz Gp ·.1est , Ops No. 
116/44, 30 Jun). Once mor e professional integrity had 
compelled a comme.nder to offer advice, and once again this 
was to be t he end of a great career. A translation of t he 
document appears as Appendix "J" to the present report. 

121. An entry in the "/ar Diary of Fifth Panzer Army 
indicates t hat the Army Group consented as early &.9 1900 hrs 
t o t ho evacuation of the Caen bridgehead . But according to 
the ·.Jar Diary of Seventh Army, C. of s. A Gp B informed 
Seventh Army shortly before midnight of the Army Group's 
approval of the planned evacuat ion , and Se7enth Army passed 



- 59 

this · al ong to Pz Gp . ~est at 0040 hrs 1 Jul f1l .D. Seventh 
Army U .s . Transl Vol II, .Q.12. cit , 30 Jun/1 Jul 44) • Even in 
tho latter case this apermlasion to Wi thdi9-w" may have been 
premature and without full authorization. 

1 Jul 

122. According to the .lar Diary of A Gp D 1 t was 
at 0200 hrs 1 Jul that i.iarshal von Rundstedt received Army 
Group B's request for inmediate permission to straighten 
the front by evacuating the Caen bridgehead and taking 
positions along the line Caen South - Orne - Bully - Avenay -
Villers Bocage - Caumont area, and to concentrate the mobile 
reserves behind the eastern wing in order to cope with the 
expected enemy push from the east bank of the Orne towards 
Paris. Von Geyr's and Hausser's reco..:10endations in this 
sense were ap_;>ended to the document . O.B. ~/est agreed f'ully 
with these estimat es and at 0300 hrs 1 Jul asked OKW by tele
COUilunication for a free hand to carry out the proposed 
evacuation. {G .. 1~.D.s. - 75144/24, W.D, A Gp D (O. B. West) , 
1 - 31 Jul 44, l Jul 44) (Photostat 9Bl~H(D31}) 

Hitler dam.ands Kresent Lines be held . 
Cr!~Is of Cont! enoe (1 Jul) 

123 . Hitler disagreed with these r ooonmendations . 
At 1740 hrs O.B. ·.1est reoei ved the following message: 

The present positions are to be held. Any 
further enemy breakthrough must be prevented 
by obstinate defenoe or local counter-attaoks .. 

(!lli, 1740 hrs) 

'Jhilst t his order was being relayed to the lower formations 
O.B • .lest assessed the probable consequences of this unwelcome 
decision but refrained tram informing OKVi of his conclusions 
(Ibid). General van Geyr was either less cautious or less 
acutely aware of the dismal fat e in store for his nation, at 
any rate later in the evening Rundstedt received word. of 
Rommel and the Inspector General of Panzer Troops having 
received a message from Geyr in which he said the proposed 
evacuation would not have bean a 11 running-awayu but a sensible 
withdrawal of men who were now merely serving as targets for 
naval guns. As this message was bound to reach Hitler via the 
Inspector General, Rundstadt passed it along to OKU. (Ibid) 

*Rommel's role in this 1!16tter is sone\1hat obscure. It is 
known, howevar, that on his r eturn from Berohtesgaden he 
oonforred with General von Geyr at the headquarters of the 
Panzor Group Cl . D. Fifth Panzer Aruy, Ql? cit, 1 Jul) and 
expressed his reluctance to yield as o.uoh a s Geyr proposed. 
Re stressed the ~ortanoe of Caen as tho anchor point for 
the expected Allied lunge towards Paris and said it was 
i nportant to concentrate more and more German forces in 
that general area. (W.D. Fifth Panzer t..rm.y, Vol of hp9s, 
.QJ2 ,gll, Ap]x 35, 2 Jul 44, Record of Rommel - von Geyr 
conversation a t 1200 hrs 1 Jul 44) (Photostat and translation 
981PA5 (D4)) 
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124. OIG'{' s reaction to the evacuation propooed by the 
IJarshals was recorded by Schramm: 

In their reply on 1 JuJ. OKV/ called. t he s ubrr.ission 
of O.B. rlest the final renunciation of a clearance 
of the invasion fro "'l t a nd tho ac!mowle,,gmen .. .:; the:~ 

we had not and v1ould not succeed in coping wi t!:l 
scarcely one third of t h e enenyts forces.. It mean·~ 
also the absolute tying dcwr of t he forces co!:D.i t tec 
and an expenditure of personnJl and E '\ieri .)l ·which 
could not be mainta ined forever. Aft er sober re
flection the propos 9.l had t o be evaluated as the 
cOEmencem.ent of the evacuatio~ of Frence .• • • 

A solution for this cri sis in conrnand waz found 
in changes of personnel. 

{Schram:n , Der ~ iesten, p. 55) 

125. 2 SS Pz Corps' attack, which ha d been sm.otnered 
on 30 Jun, and w~s t6 be cont inued during the night 30 Jun/l 
Jul {pare. 118 above) , failed t o I:E.ke .much hee.d·· y durin€ the.t 
night. By midnight it was stalled again be~ore r eaching 
Baron. 10 SS Pz Div in consequonce wa s t a lten back to its 
stGrt ing lines {./ . D. Fifth Pz A~- QR .Q_~ t , : Jul) • Trefilendous 
bombardment from the air , s ea and iaud J?l'evented the attack from 
getting under ·;1ay again during tho day (W.D. A Gp D, QI! cit, 
1 Jul). East of the Orne two battalionz of 16 GA3' Div were 
now at the front, two wer e ready for action in their assembly 
positions and the bala.noe or tho Divis:· on wo.s ap~roaching the 
oombat zone. {A Gp B, Daily Sitrcps , .2.12 ~~' Supplemeut to 
Daily Report for 1 Jul 44) 

Von Rundstedt repla ced by von Kluge: 
Von Geyr replaced by Eberbach (3 JuJ.I 

2 Jul 

126. The livoliost action of a relatively quiet Gay 
in the Ca.en sector took place i n the a r oe. of 1 s ·3 Pz Corps, 
where an onemy attack in l:atta.li on strensth 1'" ".s carri6d out 
from Baron in the direction of V..ill 1~2. During t he day 
Hitler's Army 1~djutant, Lt Col Bor(",mann, G.s . c., appeared at 
the headquarters of Field MarsheJ. von Rundstedt and presented 
him on behalf of the Fuehrer with tho "Oek Leave s to the 
Knight's Cross". At the s ame tina ho ilifor ::ied Rundsted.t of 
tho forthconing "change s in p9r sonne1n, na::iel y Rundstedt ' ~ 

removal tJ . D. A Gp D, OP cit , 2 Jul). I::J. half -hearted oom
plianoe with Hitler's order t or obstinate defence, the 
cotll!ander of Panzer Group fest ~s sued n special order instruct
ing his forces to fight mainj 7 wit!: " f ire 11 , to husbf.ncl thei!" 
forces , to rehabilitate the troops and fol"lll. r e serves. ~.i . D. 
Fifth.Panzer Army, Vol of Apps, on cit , Pz Gp ·:fest Ops No . 
48/44 , 2 Jul) -

3 Jul 

127. At 1000 hrs t he new 0 .B. Wost, Field Marshal 
Guenther von Kluge arrived at Rundstedt 's headqua=-ter9. I.a 
the afternoon von Kluge went to 3ommel's headquarters ar.d 
stressed that operations must be conducted in t he following 
manner: defenoe, absolute holding of present li~es, advance 
upon most careful preparation. Von Kluge t hereupon returned 
to the headqua rters of O.B. ·Jest and assumed comIJa.nd as 
O.B. Uest at 2000 hrs. {Vl.D. A Gp D, Q:Q.QJJ!, 3 Jul) 
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128. In the early afternoon of t ha sane day A Gp B 
advised General von Geyr of his immediate relief and replace
ment on t he Fuehrerts orders by General of Panzer Troops Heinrich 
Eberbaoh. Eberbach assumed command at 1800 hrs. Formal 
notification of the two changes in oomnand was forv·;arded to the 
Panzer Group by·A Gp B on 4 Jul (.i .D. Fifth Panzer Army , Vol 
of A9PS , ot> cit, Appx .52, 4 Jul for 3 Jul 44). In his well-
vrri t ten and Iii1oruative post war narrative, General Eberbaoh 
gives 30 Jun as t he date on which he v1as instruoted to pr6oeod 
to ttle Panzer Group (O.C.)l[.H., F.S.B., ruS B-840, Eberbach, 
Report on the Fighting of Panzer Group .lest (Fifth Panzer·Army) 
from 3 Jul to 9 Aug 44) ( 981SOM(Dl23) German and English, 
hereafter referred to as Eberbaoh Report). Since it was on 
30 Jun that Genera.1 von Geyr took the initiative in proposing 
a withdrawal from the caen bridgehead (para 120 above) it 
seems probable that Hitler decided on these changes in oommand 
as soon a s he became aware of the intentions of his field 
oo!Jmanders. Hhen Romuel heard of R\llldstedt's ' and von Geyr's 
r emoval he said: "I shall be nextf" (von Geyr, Pz Gp West , 
.Ql! cit, p. 56). Evidently Hitler · regarded a r emoval of 
"ROrmnei as 1npolitic at the moment , and the Field Marshal was 
retain()d in ooLllUBlld of A Gp B until bis accident on 17 Jul (para 
1.57 below), which was kept secret for similar reasons for a 
period of several weeks. ("A Study in Command", .2J2 ,ill, P• 121) 

129. General Blumentritt, Rundstedt's Chief of Staff 
was not removed. He had served as Kl.uge's Chief of Staff in 
Russi a , and knew him nas well", he writes, "as anyone can kl'low 
a two-faoed man.11 • He describes von Kluge as s elf-possessed, 
of cold nature , ambitious and not without vanity; a soldier 
without tear or personal indulgence: 

••• the one who feared him was done for, von 
Kluge simply squashed him. But he respected and 
accepted the one who did not fear him, t he one v1ho 
dared to say "No 11 perhaps 1n an impertinently 
facetious manner. In 1941 and 1942 in the East he 
had frequent and lengthy telephone conversations with 
Hitler. Once he said: "Yes, my Fuehrer, such~ 
the situation1 You must cone down from your 
u-,folkenkuckuckshei.m" (Cloud-Cockoo-Land) 1". He 
spoke in such a way without difficulty. Re spoke 
without pause and was not to be interrupted -- even 
Hitler could not get in u word edgewise. If von 
Kluge did n6t like a remark of Hitler's he simply 
hung up. • •• That was in 1941 and .1942. But if he 
went in person to see the Fuehrer, then it was the 
reversal Hitler t alked him to a standstill, and 
one e von Kluge said to me: ''I oeme out in a daze and 
could r emember only aftervrards what I had intended 
to say". 

("A .Study in Command", .2R ill, pp. 89-92, Section: 
Blumentri tt, "Three Llarshals, National Character 
and the 20 July Complex") 

130. It is perhaps not surprising to note a clash 
of personalities between the cold, distant and efficient 
Prussian Kluge and the softer middle-class Bavarian 
Blumentritt. Zimmermann, the perpetual First Operations 
Officer of Army Group D, may have understood von Kluge better, 
or known him less well; at any rate he is less critical and 
describes him as a representative of the old army of the 
Kaise~, a man of lofty convictions, not without vanity, exact, 
clear, definite in his orders, grasping every detail of a 
matter. He demandod the utmost of his co-workers and 
subordinates, day and night. He was unmoved by danger, as a 
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military leader tar above Rommel, and, in a different way, 
also above liodel.* (~, Zimnermann Narre.tive, p. 117) 

1-'l• General. Eberbe.oh, born in the year 189; at 
Stuttgart, w6.rtemberg, was an experienoed and successtul 
oonrnander ot armoured toroes; according to Guderian (March 44) 
"one of the best in the German a~". He was brave and 
capable and of kind disposition, a combination of qualities 
that ~ined him the loyalty of the troops (OKW, Personnel 
lPiles, .QJ2. oi t 1 Eberbaoh, passim) ·;fhen he took over the 
Panzer "Group-~ SS Pz Corps had lost Baron and was holding the 
line Verson - Hill 112 - Bougy, (Eberbaoh Report, p. 22) 

1)2. The dayts fighting was of little consequence. 
East or the Orne there were six British attaoks in the 
strength ot one or two battalions each. Three of the attaoks 
resulted in looal penetrations, but they did not create the 
impression ot being part ot the expected big attaok "which 
might be launched rather tram the Carentan area". ( W .D. 
A Gp D, Jul 44, ,2E _ill, 3 Jul) 

Both A:rm.y Grou~ Headquarters still 
~ehenslve o seoond tana!ns 

her North ( 3 Jui) 

133. On ~ Jul A Gp B issued the usual Weekly Report 
(2'7 Jtm - 2 Jul). In this document the British attempt to 
capture the Caen area as a basis for tuture operations in 
tl1e direction ot Paris was described as the most significant 
event or the week, The enemy was slowed down by the heroio 
resistance of the Panzer divisions, and a breakthrough pre
vented in the end by the timely intervention of 2 SS Pz Corps. 
But German attempts by day and night to advanoe further · 
towards the coast collapsed in heavy tire trom all arms. Allied 
strength in the bridgehead was said to amount to 33 divisions 
plus strong G.H. ·~ . formations; in Great Britain there remained 
64 large formations, of' whioh ;4 could be moved to the Continent: 

There are no indications revealing the 
direction in which the First American Army Group 
in Gr eat Britain will be moved. In the sense of' 
an operation in combination with Army Group 
Llontgomery and tor the elimination or the revenge 
weapons, one must reokon with action on both sides 
ot the Sorame and down to the Seine. 

(A Gp B, Weekly Reports, .sm ill, 27 Jun -
2 Jul, 3 Jul 44) 

This was the estimate Which ap~eared on 3 Jul over the 
signature ot General Speidel. 

1.34. · ..... Arrq Group D expected an American push t"rom 
the St. LO area towards Coutanoes and a British drive tor 
Caen. · The British assault was believed to come on a narrow 
front; most likely it would be conducted by the corps head
quarters, five divisions and numerous G.H.Q. troops wh1oh 
had been freshly moved into the bridgehead. The Army Group 
in Southeastern England seemed still to be pointed toward 
the somme - Seine zone. iloon and tides favoured such an 
undertaking during the middle of July. (\/ .D. A Gp D, Jul 44, 
9.;2 ill_, ' Jul) 

'°Model, Halter, Field ltarshal , O.B. West 17 Aug - 4 Sep 44 
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4 Jul 

135.. One of the first official aots of the newly 
appointed co:maander of Panzer Group .lest was an · application 
for the upgrading of his toroe to a Panzer Army. Since the 
Panzer Group · consisted of four Corps' comprising a total ot 
13 divisions., he consider ed this neoessary and justified {W .D. 
fifth Panzer Army, Vol of Apps, .QJ? oi t, Appx 64 4 Jul). The 
new designation was authorized on 27"7ul (para i89 below) 
(!ill, 27 Jul) 

136. The main engagement of the day took place in 
the Carpiquet area. After hard see-saw fighting the enemy 
[sol 3 Cdn Inf Div] entered Carpiquet with tanks at 1630 hrs. 
By evening the locality was lost and a [German] counter-attack 
wa s ordered for ; Jul (A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, QR _ill, 4 Jul) 
Gen:LIB.Il taotioal headquarters were now in the tOilowing 
locations : 

1 SS Pz Corps at Clinohamp 
2 SS Pz Corps at Campaudre 
47 Pz Corps at St. Jean Le Blanc 

In the meantime t wo regiments of 16 GAF Div had relieved the 
Battle Group of 21 Pz Div, and A Gp B intended to relieve: 

12 SS Pz Div · with 271 Inf' Div 
10 83 Pz Div with 272 Inf Div 
9 SS Pz Div with 277 Inf Div 
Pz Lehr Div with 276 Inf Div (this relief in 

progress) 

The following new boundary lines became effective on 4 Jul: 

86 Corps and 1 SS Pz Corps 

.Railway from the North toward Caen (86 Corps) -
western outskirts of Caen - railway Caen - Ce.non 
(86 Corps} 

1 SS Fz Corps and 2 SS Fz Corps 

Bretteville (2 88) - ltarcelet (2 SS) -
Eterville (2 SS) - May (1 SS) 

2 SS Pz Corps and 47 Pz Corps 

Cristot (47 Pz) - Pontenay (47 Pz) -
Londes (47 Pz) ' 

(VI .D. A Gp D, 9J? ,ill, 4 Jul) 

Attaok on Caen seems imminent. Rommel 
iesirous of leapi Caen wfJhout "be!Dg 
leeced too muo~5 - 7 J ) 

5 Jul 

137. 1 SS Pz Corps' attempt · to r ecapture Carpiquet 
was a :tail ure (\V .D. Fi:tth Panzer Army, Vol of App s, al? cit , 
Appx 67, Pz Gp West , Ops No. 138/44, .5 Jul;~ al). otherwise 
there was little action in the Caen seotor. Atl200 hrs 
16 GAF Div [composed of 31, 32 and 46 GAF Jg Regts] assumed 
oomn.and of the sector formerly under 21 Pz Div. 32 and 46 Jg 
Regts were committed in the area previously defended by Group 
Luck, 277 Inf Div was placed under 2 SS Pz Corps. Additional 
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el ements of 1 SJ Pz Div reaohed the concentration area 
Dreux .. Evreux - Laigle (A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, ~ cit, 
; Jul). OlGI into:rmed o.B. West of the P'u.ehrer's pe.rEI'cular 
intereSt in an early relief of 12 SS Pz Div (W.D. A Gp D, 
Jul 44, .QJ2 cit, 5 Jul). 3 Cd.Ji Inf Div had been identified in 
the Carp1que-r-area (G.!Ji.D.S. No Numbe:t, ~ Gp Dl 
Daily Intelligence Reports, i Jul - 3o Sep 44, ' Jul) 
(981CW(D33)). Information had been received trom reliable 
sources about numerous Allied bombing assignments for t he 
Caen area; early continuation of the attacks was to be ex
peoted (!bid, et al). Marshal Romm.el and General Eberbach 
oonferre on ,-:ur; Rommel said one ought to try getting out 
of the bridgehead without being fleeced too much; the Orne 
line , however, v1as to be held in any event. Von Kluge had 
proposed to concentrate the panzer divisions in the Vire area; 
this was not possible because the armour must be held close 
up to the infantry so that it would not appear too late at the 
soene 6t a breakthrough. (\l.D. Fifth Panzer Army, Vol ot Apps, 
~ S,!, Appx 6;, ; Jul) 

6 Jul 

138~ In the Caen sector the day was uneventful. The 
boundary line between 10 SS Pz Div and 9 SS Pz Div was now as 
follows: Grimbosq - Evrecy (10 SS) - Mondrainville ( 9 SS) • Pz 
Grouy West was holding the line: 

Southern outskirts Cambes - northwestern outskirts 
Buron - northwestern outskirts Gruohy to road Caon -
Rots north of Carpiquet - there outposts in South -
outpost road-fork western outskirts st. Germain -
outpost r ailroad crossing east of and close to 
Carpiquet - outpost en tield-.path earp1quet -
Jumea\1% - centre Jumeaux - northWestem outskirts 
Eterville - 100 metres northwest Ohateau de Fontaine -
road cross north ot Hill 112 - northern outskirts 
Ga.vrus - 100 metres west of road-fork [sio] - 100 
metres west Le Valtru - southwestern outskirts 
Grainville - northern outskirts Bord.el.. 

(A Gp B, Daily Sitrops, .QR cit, 6 Ju1) 

7 Jul. 

139. Apart from lively reconnaissance activity the 
Allied ground toroes in the Caen s ector remained qlliet, ln."'t 
aerial aoti vi ty was intense (A Gp B, Daily Si traps, .2.12 ill_, 
7 Jul). Between 2100 and 2200 hrs two to three hundred 
Allied bomber formations ca:r ried out an air attack on Caen 
f il. D. Fitth Panzer Army, .2l? c 1 t, 7 Jul ) • 21 Pz Div was being 
assembled in t he area: Troarii-= Hotto - t:ezidon - Cagny (A Gp B, 
Daily sitreps1 ~cit, 7 Jul) •. A Canadian radio section was 
said to have oeen \iB]ed out in an engagement at Picrreville 
(14 km NV/ Fal.aise). (A Gp D, Intraps Jul-Bep 44, .2J2 ill, 8 Jul 
tor 7 Ju1) 

140. In the meantime American pressure against the 
front of 84 Corps had made it necessary to deprive Panzer 
Group :Jest ot Pz Lehr Div. o .B • . West ·and Marshal Ron:m.el had 
discussed the matter in the afternoon, and at 2000 hrs, 
despite t he 1mm1nonce of the attack on Caen, Pz Lehr Div was 
given · ord~rs for immediate departure in the general direction 
of st. us. (VT.D. A Gp D, .QR £.ll., 7 Jul} 
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Hitler demands an Attack to split the 
Aiiie4 Brldiehead <2 Jui) 
141. On 7 Ju.l (Der Westen, p.58} the 1uehrer 
issued a new directive for the conduct of the operations in 
the \Vest. The next operational target of the enemy would 
be an advance tm1ard Paris on both banks of the Seine; a 
second landing and an attack on the French south coast were 
probable; a knockout blow against the enemy in the bridgehead 
was impossible at the moment; the enemy in the bridgehead must 
be contained at ·a11 cost. Therefore: the present positions 
were to be held, the panzer formations r elieved and preparations 
made for an attack with 11.m1.ted objective to split the bridge
head it possible . Ths l arge r eserves of Fifteenth Army were 
to stand pat until it was known whether the American Army Group 
would be used to carry out a second landing or to reinf'oroe 
Army Group Montgomery in the lodgment. The text of this very 
comprehensive order is being r etained by Hist Seo (G.S.) in · 
photostatio form and full translation. (G.M.D.s. - 75145/6, 
A Gp B; 14iso Fuehrer Orders, Jun - Sep 44, O.B. West, Ops No. 
5477441 8 Jun, inform~ A Gp B of Hitler's Order in OKW/WFst 
No. 77~343/44, dated 8 Jul) (981AGpB (D2)) 

The Fall ot Caen (8 - 9 Jul) 

8 Jul 

142. Allied plans had culled for the capture of Caen 
on D Day, but this had been impossible. But now, one month 

later, after caretul preparations, the stage was set and the 
Germana about to be ejected from their anchor position. 
According to the Daily Report of Panzer Group West the 
situation in tho area of 86 Corps, l SS Pz Corps and 2 SS Pz 
Corps developed in t he following manner: 

Following heaviest artillort preparation with 
all types and calibers from land, sea and air, which 
began in the evening or 7 Jul, early on 8 Jul the 
opponent l aunohod the expected big attack on Caen 
with strong rorces from the Northeast, North and 
Northwest. In the sector or 86 Corps Herouville 
and Lebisay wero lost in hard fighting. Epron wos 
lost and retaken. In the afternoon the enemy 
succeeded in taking Hill 64, which commands Caen 
from the North. Elements of' 21 Pz Div are engaged 
in a counter-attack to restore the situation on 
Hi11 64. 

Il'l t he sector of' 12 SS Pz Div Galmanohe,Buron 
Gruchy, Authie and Franqueville were lost in repeated 
heavy enemy attacks. Pressure of enemy tanks from 
Buron and Authie is continuing. \11th steadily 
increasing forces tho enemy is attempting to force 
a breakthrough to Caen. The fighting in t he bridge
head was particularly s evere ; casualties on both sides 
are considerable. 

16 GAF Div's infantry elements west of t he Orne 
sutfered 751. casualtie s. Casualty reports from 12 
SS Pz Div are not yet available. Operation was 
d.eo.isively affected by laok of ammunition •••• 

('.J .D. Firth Panzer A:rmy Vol of Ap~s, .Q.R cit 
App:x: 8;a, Pz Gp West. Ops No. 236/44, ~-8 ra~ 
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143, At 2100 hrs Marshal Rommel ar r ived at the 
oommand post of the Panzer Group for consultations with 
General Eberbaoh. Rommel approved the wi thdrawa.l of the 
heavy weapons from Caen and a r egroupi ng in depth: 

Pz Gp ther eupon orders 86 Corps and 1 and 2 SS 
Pz Corps to withdraw all heavy weapons from Caen that 
same night. Strong infantry forc es, supported by 
engineers, r amain behind and offer resistance on the 
line: Calis - Hill 64 north of Caen - northern 
outskirts of st. Germain - airdrome 300 metre s 
south of eastern extremity o'f Carpiquet. Only in 
the event of an enemy attack with superior forces is 
a withdrawal to be made to t he line : ea st bank of the 
Ome - northern outskirts of Venoix - northern fringe 
of Bretteville . 

(W .D. Fifth panzer Ar.my, .QJ2. ill,, 9 Jul: full 
text of order: ·;v . D. Fifth Panzer Army, Vol 
of Apps, P,R £.U,, App~ 87, 8 Jul) 

Situation sketohes and some det ail information on the events 
of 8 Jul in t he Canadian sector · have appear ed in: Meitzell, 
Caen - Falaise , .21? cit, Part II. According to Meitzell the 
evacuation order r eached the headquarters of 12 SS Pz Div 
at 0030 hrs 9 Jul. 

9 Jul 

144. It had been Marshal Rommel's hope to get the 
troops out of t he Caen bridgehead without their being "fleeced 
too muoh :i (par a 13? above ) • But when 12 S3 Pz Div on 9 Jul 
was fina lly driven out of Caen-North and St. Germain la Blanohe 
Herbe, and f oroed back to the line : Caen-South - l e Mesnil -
Jumeaux, it was a badly deplet ed force . As r ecorded in the 
War Di ary of A Gp D, the t ot al infantry strength of the 
Division wo..s now equal to that of one battalion; on 8 Jul 
alone 20 of the Division's tanks had become a total loss; the 
gr.eat or part of the anti-tank guns had been destroyed by enemy 
fire . All bat talion commanders of 16 GAF Div's forces i n the 
bridgehead had been killed or wounded Of .D. A Gp D, .QJa cit, 
9 Jul). Sinoe the beginning of the invasion 12 SS Pz DIV""9had 
suffered the total loss of 44 tanks Mark IV (long barrel) and 
21 tanks Mark V (A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, ,sm ,ill, 9 Jul). To 
prevent an enemy breakthrough 1 SS Pz Div was moved up during 
the day a long both banks of t he Orne. (~) 

ALLIED PRESSURE HOLDS GERMAN MAIN gr RENGTH 
ON EAST WING (10 - 27 JUL) 

10 Jul 

.145. The Caen bridgehead had been lost on 8 and 9 
Jul, but an Allied breakthrough had been prevented. On 10 Jul 
the fooal point of Allied pressure on Pz Gp West was shifted to 
the ar ea southwest of Caen. By afternoon 10 SS Pz Div had been 
dislodged from Eterville and Maltot, There was bitter fighting 
for I'Ia.ltot nnd the northern approaches to Hill 112. In the 
evening a oounter-attaok by f orces ot 1 and 2 SS Pz Corps 
succeeded ifi retaking Maltot and regaining some ground north 
of Hill 112. 277 Inf ' Div* (H.~. at Maisonoelles) took over the 
seotor of 9 SS Pz Div, which now was a ssembled in the area: 
Clincham.p - Vieux (sfa) - Evrocy - Noully - Bb.nfloville -
Co~audon (excl) - Caine - Grimbosq (A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, 
.Q.12. ~' 10 Jul) 

*cmdr: Lt Gen Albert Pre.un (May - 17 Aug 44) 
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Army Grtaii B st111 appr ehensive of a 
Seoon4 ding further North (10 Jul) 

146. Obviously the Briti sh force s i ntended to r each and 
cross t he Orne southwest of Caen (W .D. A Gp D, .2] ~' 10 Jul) . 
' Foreign Armies West' continued expounding its theory of a 
forthcoming major landing in the central Channel ar ea (Sitreps 
'Foreign Armies West', £]2 cit, Kurze Feindbeurteilung West 1 Appx to Sitrep No. 1322, lOJul). Over t he signature of L'ti 
Gen Speidel, the formal •Weekly Situation Report' of A Gp B 
(3 • · 9 Jul) carried t he following estimat e of enemy intentions: 

Once the Caen ar ea ha s been occupied complet ely, end 
suitable bridgeheads esta blished across tho Orne , 
t he enemy Will l aunch his drive for Paris. Now, as 
bef ore, one must r eckon with a major l anding by the 
First American Army Group i n t he zone of Fifteenth. 
Army for an operation in combination with Army Group 
Montgomery and for the elimination of the r evenge 
weapons. 

(A Gp B, . Weekly Reports, 2R cit, 3 - 9 Ju+,. 10 Jul) 

11 Jul 

147~· At 0600 hrs 1 SS Pz Div took over from 12 SS Pz 
Div responsibility f or the sector south of Caen. The following 
boundary lines became effective :-

86 Corps and l SS Pz Corps: 

Road Caen - Falaise (1 SS Pz Corps) 

1 SS Pz Corps and 2 SS Pz Corps: 

Barbary (1 SS Pz Corps) - Mutrey (1 SS Pz Corps) -
St . Martin (2 SS Pz Corps) - Carpiquet (2 SS Pz 

Corps) 

A British attack east of t he Orne from Ste •. Honorine towards 
Colombellos was repulsed.. In hard stroet f i ghting in the 
morning 10 SS Pz Div had r et aken Etervillo, and had lost it 
again during an enemy attack with 60 t anks and heavy artillery 
support. A r enewed counter-attack by forces of 1 and 2 SS Pz 
Corps' was reported t o be i n progress. North · of Hill 112 the 
Ger.mans had r ecaptured their former pos i tions, including a 
wooded area on t he eastern part of "Hill 1121 Whioh had been lost 
during the ni ght 10/11 Jul (A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, s;m £!1, 
11 Jul). In a conversation at 1830 hrs between t he commanders 
of the Panzer Group and 2 SS Pz Corps, General Eberbach stressed 
again the ·importance of Hill 112 ; it was the pivotal point of 
the current oper ation ; it was t o be held at all cost; the loss 
of Eterville could be borne , but not that of Hill 112 (W.D. 
Fifth Panzer Army, ..Q.12 cit, 11 Jul).., The attempted breakout 
across t he Orne was meet'Ing with det ermined German r esistance . -
A photostatic r eproduction of t he GGrman Army General staff 
Situation Map "France" f or 11 Jul is being permanently r et ained 
by Hi storical Seotion (G.s. ) . (G.M.J;). S. ~ OK!N/WFSt/Ops, Miso 
Sit Maps "Franoe"l944) (Photostat 981HC(D26)) 

12 Jul 

148. Exoept for several fruitless Allied attempts 
during the night 11/12 Jul to r each Hill 112, the day' s 
activiti es on the front of Panzer Group West remained confi ned 
on the whole to sudden British fire concentrations on H111 1121 
Evrecy, Gavrus and t he arGa of 276 Inf Div,- and to German 
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harassing fire on recognized Allied assembly areas. British 
~onc entrations west of Le Mesnil, t ank concentrations at the 
airdrome of Carpiquet, and lively traffio from Carpiquet, Bret
teville and Verson in southerly direction were taken as signs 
pointing to a continuation of tho attack, 12 SS Pz Div (le ss 
the artillery regiment and one battalion still '?-th 1 SS Pz 
Div) was recuperating in t he ar ea: Sassy - Conde - Garcelles -
Pontigny - Bona, (A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, .2J2 .£!!, 12 Jul) 

13 Jul 

149. At the front of Panzer Group West the lull in 
the fighting was continuing. The Germans concluded that the 
ex~ected push was being prepared with great care (~, 13 Jul). 
During the morning OK'N acceded to O.B. West 's r equest of the pre
vious day for permission to move 326 Inf Div (Lt Gen von 
Drabioh-W'aeohter} from Fi:fteenth Am.y (south of Boulogne) to 
Panzer Group ·.rest. It was decided to move 21 Pz Div to 
Fifteenth A-.rmy in exchange .* O.B. West had also asked for per
mission to bring in ll Pz Div from First 1~rmy to tho western 
part of the Normandy front. But Hitler had objected to this and 
suggest ed moving the formation to the Toulouse area of 
Nineteenth Army, In a subsequent telephone conv0rsation O.B. 
West r eferred to the constant dwindling ·of his forces and 
requested reconsider ation. (il.D. A Gp D, op cit, 13 Jul} 

150. During the preceding days Hill 112 had changed 
hands several times. Finally, both sides were claiming 
possession of tho feature. On 13 Jul Geueral Eberbaoh made an 
inspection trip to the front and visited the German troops on · 
Hill 112. Ho found that both sides occupied parts of the wide, 
flat height (Eberbaoh Report, transl p. 22). Some details of 
tho fighting for the hill wor e recorded in a report that was · 
prepared by the offic er who accompanied Eberbaoh on the trip. 
The document appears as an Appendix to the Eberbach Report. In 
the main text Eborbach offered some observations of special 
inter est to Canadians. In Normandy, just as in Italy, it i;~ms 

evidently tho honourable r at e of the Canadians to encounter 
some of tho enemy's best formations. Of 12 SS Pz Div 
Eborbach says: 

••• Judged by tho quality of the troops, their 
combat morale, equipment and training , it was the 
best division in the West. 

(~, transl. p. 17) 

It was thanks to tho combat performance of 12 SS Pz 
Div that the Germans had not been defeated at Caen 
at tho beginning of t he Invasion and during the 
r ecent fighting. 

(Ibid, P• 21) 

In connection with the see-saw fighting in thG Verson - Hill 
112 - Bougy area he writes : 

Tho Canndions very stubbornl.y.nttaokod this 
frontal sector practically every day. Their att ack 
methods were different from the British. Although 
their advance wus also preceded by bombing attacks and 

*Duo to subsequent developments 21 Pz Div could not be 
spared at tho fighting front and r emained south of the Seine 
till tho last week of August 1944. 
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a heavy barrage, the forces committed to following up 
rarely exceeded one regiment and up to 50 tanks, At
tacks on a larger scale were raro. This method might 
partly have been conditioned ~Y the terrain which was 
more difficult to survey than usually. In general, 
hc:w1ovor, the Canadian attacks seemed to be l acking some 
of the sureness and planning·w1th which those of tho 
British \'lero being oonOeived. According to the im
pression we were given, the coordination between 
weapons vtas not yet quite up to the standard r eached 
by the British. On the other hand the Canadia!ls wore 
perhaps l ess calm and moro enterprising and more daring 
and tougher than the soldiors from the mother-country. 
I had the impression that tho individual Canadian was 
a brave child of nature, and that therefore his 
~verage combat efficiency was superior to that of the 
British city dweller, The lower command of the 
Canadians, also, was good. On the other hand tho 
British leadership of larger units seemed superior 
to me. 

(!_ill, p. 22) 

The Anglo-Canadian radio discipline was good. I 
insisted upon tho installation of an efficient intor
copting s ervice from the beginning also f'or the 
supervision of Gorman radio discipline, As a result 
we soon succeeded in decoding some of tho British 
radio messages. They were our most important source 
of' intelligence information. Among other results, the 
bombing of staff headquarters which the enemy 
intended in our area, could mostly be made inoff eotivo 
by intercepting tho messages, and by their rapid 
transmission to those who wore being threatened. 

(lliS, p. 23) 

14 Jul 

151. In the area of Pz Group West the day was 
uneventtu.1. O.B. West returned from an inspection tour to 
Fi:rteonth Army, "Whose dispositions enabled it to deal with 
an enomy landing from the sea or close to the coast from the 
air, but not with enGIDY descents in tho rear areas. There 
was novr not t1 single tank between tho Scheldt and Somme". 
(W .D. A Gp D, .2l? ,ill., 14 Jul) 

15 Jul 

1.52. Panzer Group West r eported steady artillery 
and mortar firo on 1 ts positions il'l general and on Hill 112 
(10 SS Pz Div) in p~icular (~, 15 Ju.l): 

Increasing enemy harassing fire on area south
Gast of' Cami, as well as sudden fire concentretions on 
Colombellcs Denouville, Banneville, Hill 112 and our 
battery positions in the sectors of 2 SS Pz Corps and 
47 Pz Corps •••• Towards evening an enemy attack with 
very strong artillery support on Hill 112 and on 
both sides of that feature was repulsed. 

(A Gp B, Daily S1treps, ~ .2,ll, 15 Jul) 
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153. The r elier of elements 1 SS Pz Div with 272 Inf 
Div was now in progres s ; 271 Inf Div was gradually moving 
closer to relieving 10 SS Pz Div, the relief of 9 SS Pz Div 
with 277 Inf' Div had been completed exoept fo r the artillery 
components; it was now intended to r elieve 2 P~ Div with 326 
Inf Div. A t i me table for further contemplated movas from 
Fifteenth A.rfjJy to Normandy could not be prepared "as o.t the 
moment an enemy ma j or l anding in Fifteenth Army's zone is 
still t o be expeoted". (\l .D. A Gp D, £:Q ill, 15 Jul) 

154. ' Foreign Armies West' estimated the situation 
i n a similar manner: 

On the basis of infonnation obtained by photo 
r econnaissance over t he bridgehead the enemy command 
plans, from a bout 17 Jul onwards , the start of an 
operation on a larger scal e aoross the Orne towards 
the Southeast . It is worthy of not o that this time 
coincides with the period most favourabl e for new· 
landing operations. 

(Sitreps , 'Foreign Armies West', .QJ2 ci~, 
Kurze Feindbeurteilung West , 15 JuJ.:r-

German Order of Battl e in France (15 Jul) 

155. A graphic picture of the composition of O.B. 
West's foroes on 15 Jul 44 appears in Appendix K to the present 
report. This Appendix consists of the O.B. West portion of the 
OKR sihematio Order of Battle of the German Army on 15 Jul 
44.*, * (G.M.D.S. - OKH, Poriodio Sohematio Orders of Battle of 
the German Ar.my)(Photostat of compl ete document : 981,045(Dl) ) 

16 Jul 

156. Attaoks on the l eft wing of Panzer Group ~ lesJG 
wer e heralding the imminent beginning of tho expected major 
attaok. There was considerable fighting during the night in 
the apJroa.ohes t o Hill 112. but the main pr essure developed in 
the area: Gavrus - Bougy - Noyers , This indicated a fort~
coming wheeling of the British forces for the purp:>se of 
delivering the ma.in blow in a southeasterly direction. Ovor 
the oonsider ed obj ections of the two Army Group commanders 
Hitlel' insisted on moving 12 SS Pz Div to tho area of 86 Pz 
Corps. General \la r1imont*** told Blum.entritt on the t elephone 
t hat the Fuehrer uas worried a bout the seotor of 711 Inf Div, 
where ther e were no mobile forces in reserve , but from the 
tenor of an earlier conversation it i s possible to sun:nise that 
Hitler was perhaps mor e inter ested in preserving the formation 
from being bled beyond recovery . According to O.B. West 
holding on to the ar ea south of caen·mattered most, but ho 
did not pr evail (W.D. A Gp D, .QJ2 ~. 16 Jul) . At 2100 hr s 
A Gp B issued the order for 12 SS pz ·n1v to proooed immediat ely 
to the ar&a Lisieux - Pont l•Ev~que~ coming under CQiilmand t hero 
of 86 Corps (W.D. Fifth Panzer Arm.y; £:Q fil, 16 JulJ. 272 Inf' 
Div was now in oonoand of l SS Pz Div's sector; all three regi
ments ot 277 Inf Div had been conmitted; the advance party of 
326 I nf Div had r eached the area of 47 Pz Corps . {A Gp B, 
Daily Sitreps, .2:e ,ill, 16 Jul) 

*o.B. West s ootion a s of ll Jul 44. 

**For April, I..:ay and June 1944 issue s see Historical Section 
(G. s.) Report No. 40 , .2:2 _ill, Appx "G0 • 

***Narlimont , walter, GGn Arty, Deputy Chief WFSt. 
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Rommel injured (17 Jul) 

17 Jul 

157. An event of great and incalculable consequence 
occurred i n tho evening of 17 Jul , ·when Allied fighter craft 
on t he routine pursuit of targets of opportunity caused Marshal 
Romnel's oa r to crash into a tree; Rommel was gravely wounded 
and elimina t ed from the scene at a moment when he was well on 
the way of turning from a soldier carrying out orders into a 
man taking a hand in shaping the future destinie s of his ill
starred fatherland. * The incident occurred south of Lisieux 
on a road between Livarot and Vimoutiers near an estate nomad 
~ontgomery, (Speidel Invasion, .Q.12. cit, p. 118) Shortly befor e 
2100 hrs Genoral Speidel infol'1D.60. xr-my Group D of the event : 

Immediat ely thereafter 0 . B. West discussed t ho 
situation on the t Gl ephono with the commander of 
SevGnth Army, with Generals Jodl, Warlimont, 3cbmundt 
and with Gonere.lstabsarzt** Dr. Haubonreisser, 
r eported to O.K.W. that for the time boing he had 
personally taken over coLl.rnand also of A Gp B. 
According to the doctor's findings Marshal Ronmol 
had a fractured skull, a severe concussion of tho 
brain and an injured eye . He would r eqU.ir e medical 
attendance for a period of three months, and an 
additional three .c.onths for conv~loscence . 

( ~1.D . A Gp D, QR cit, 17 Jul) 

Army Group B. Casualties 6 Jun - 7 Jul 

158. A Gp B' s usual 1.loekly Report (10-16 Jul ) 
stressed the f act that ca sualties in Normandy (from 6 Jun -
7 Jul) had passed the ona hundred thous::md mark (100 , 089 ) 
against 8395 replacements r eceived and 5303 earmarked for 
early des:patoh. Unless there was a change in this respect 
the forces woul d become burnt out . In his estimate of tho 
situation General Speidel r epeat ed his statement of 10 Jul 
{para 146 above) . Ho addad t hat the main weight of the 
whole enomy operation was appar ently bGing carried by Anny 
Group W.ontgo~ory , but one had still to reckon with a major 
l a.11ding of t he :First .A.morioan Army Group in t ho zone of 
Fifteenth A.r!I.Jy. Speaking of t he situation at the front Speidel 
admitted that it had not been possible to carry out fully 
the intended r elief of tho panzer formations with infantry 
divisions; it had been nece ssa r y t o r e-commit tho l a rger part 
of the a.rm.our. {A Gp B, Vleekly Reports, .Ql2 cit , 10-16 Jul, 
17 Jul) 

159. n.f'tar a relativol y quiet morning fighting had 
flared up e.ga.in on t ha l oft wirg of Panzer Group ·1est . I n the 
area between !.faltot and south of Gavrus the British forc es were 
repulsed; Bougy and Noyers changed hands several times . There 
was steady o.rtillery fire on t he front and roo.r a r eas; 9 SS Pz 
Div, 276 and 277 Inf Divs suffered severe casualtie s , already on 
16 Jul 276 and 277 Inf Divs had suffered 1000 casualties each. 

*°rhis subj ect has been dealt with fully in; Josmond Young 
"Rommel", ed Collins, London , 1950, pp. 210-211; and: Speidel, 
Inva sion 1944, ,2.2 .£.!!, pp . 118-119, et al. 

~nere.lstabsarzt : Rank for Gorman Medical Officer 
(Equivalent to German rank of Lieut enant General) . Haubenreisser 
was t ho Chief' l:edice.l O:fficer of Army Group D. 
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During the day 11 Pz Div r eceived o r der s t o nove tq t he ar ea 
Narbonne - Carcassonne - Mont auban. · Tho transfer of 1 9 Pz Div 
f r om Holland to Ea stern Prussi a wus wall. under wny . 
(A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, .2J2 cit, 17 Jul) A Gp B had a sked f o r 
per....l.ission t o move 708 Inf !iIV, (on Coast def ence duty south 
of Rochefort) to Seventh Army, but the r eque st was declined on 
the grounds t hat no suitable r eplac ement division was avail able . 
(W.D. A Gp D, .2J2 fil , 17 Jul ) 

Coo~osition of Panzer Group West (17 Jul) 

160. On t he eve of t he expected British breakout 
attempt Panzer Group ~le st was compos ed as follows : 

86 Corps 711 Inf Div 
346 Inf Div 
16 GAF Div 

12 SS Pz Div (in r oar area ) 
21 Pz Div (part l y in rear a rea ) 

1 SS Pz Corps 1 SS Pz Div 
272 Inf Div 

2 SS Pz Corps Eleraents 10 SS Pz Div 
271 Inf Div 
9 SS Pz Div 
277 I nf Div 

El ement s 10 SS Pz Div {in r ear a r eu ) 

47 Pz Cor ps 276 Inf Div 
2 Pz Di v 

Panzer Group Ope r ntional Re serve : None 

(Appx "K" t o present r eport ) 

Det ail s of di spositions and locations were set f orth i n the 
Dail y Sitreps of A Gp B (.2]2 cit ) and shown to some extent on the 
OKH Sit Map "Frenc-e'' f or 17 JUI'"""44. ( Sit liaps "France", .Q.12 cit , 
Photostat 981HC(D26) ) 

Panzer Grou tlest unde r hea 

18 Jul 

At 0800 hrs A Gp B r eported t o A Gp D: 

Si nc e 0540 hrs hea.vy drum:f'i re and a r ea 
bombing by 800 - 1000 enemy a ircraf't on t he 
bridgehead east of t he Orne . The enemy attack 
in the caen area~ Which ha s been expected f or 
days for 17 or l~ Jul seems t her efore to be 
commencing today eastwards of the Orne . Heavy 
enemy pr e ssure and f i ghting also at t he earlier 
pen etration poi nts in t h e s ector s of 277 and 
276 Inf Div. 

At 1100 hrs A Gp B r eported : 

The h eavy enemy drum.fire on the east bank of the 
Orne is continuing. Simultaneou sly ther e ar e heavy 
enemy ai r a t t a cks on the whole r ear ar ea of 86 Corps , 
as well a s ha r a s s i ng . f ire from enemy gun boats 
on the s ector of 711 Inf Div. Accordi ng t o unconfi nned 
r eport s 100 .enemy t anks ar e moving sout hward f rom the 
ar ea Rscoville - st~ Honor ine . The expected attaok 
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is directly at hand. Loco.l engagements in the 
other sectors. 

At 1120 hrs General Speidel told A Gp D on the telephpne that 
tho enemy hod broken through at and east of Cuvcrville with 
60-70 tc.nks and ho.d reached Cngny. Fro..i the East 503 G.H. Q,. 
Hy Tk Bn e.nd elam.ents 21 Pz Div were counter-attacking, from 
the ~ /est elenen.ts of 1 SS Pz Corps. At 1125 hrs O. B. West 
confirmed presence of 12 SS Pz Div in the Lisieux area but gave 
orders to leave it thore for the time being in accordance with 
tha Fuehrer•s order.. At 1300 hrs A Gp B informed A Gp D: 

1320 hrs 

1330 hrs 

At 1730 

Enemy is now also attacking the left wing 
of 346 Inf Div and hns achieved a penetration 
in the direction of Troarn. One battalion is 
counter-attacking. On the right wing of 16 GAF 
Div the enemy has advanced past Touffreville with 
tanks and infantry. Breakthrough is being 
exploited towards the r{est ., Northwest and South
west . In the areas of 1 and 2 SS Pz Corps fl.Ild 
47 Pz Corps heavy enemy harassing fire. 

A Gp B confirms the previously reported enemy 
successes. Situation threatening. A Gp B requests 
urgently permission for moving up 12 SS Pz Div to 
combat zone for intervention at boundary 16 GAF and 
346 Inf Div. 

A Gp D asks OKW/WFSt by telephone for the 
imm~diatc release of 12 SS Pz Div. Upon repeated 
urging OK.Vv grants permission nt 1520 hrs. 

hrs o·. B. West (at the moment in Poitiers at H.Q, • . 
Bo Corps} was told of the enemy's clearly discernible 
intention to traverse the marshy area of the Dives 
and Orne for a subsequent operation in open ground. 
In his capacity ns O.B. West and coLlm.ander of A Gp B 
the !Ic.rshal then issues the order to carry out a 
concentric attack with all available forces and to 
throw the enemy back to his starting positions at 
o.11 cost. A sealing off , in other words, an enemy 
gain of ground in the Caen area could not be borne. 
O.B. \'lest said he wa s breaking off his tour and 
returning to his headquarters (at St. Germain) 
during the morning of 19 Jul. 

2000 hrs A Gp B reported: 

Enemy penetration on the left wing of 346 
Inf Div eliminated. Further West (in the sector 
of 16 GAF Div, which has been greatly weo..kened 
by the heavy drum fire and bombing attacks) the 
enemy has extended his penetrations to Bonneville 
and is advancing on Troarn... The holding attacks 
in area of 2 SS Pz Corps and 47 Pz Corps are con
tinuing. 

At 2230 hrs A Gp B reported: 

••• The counter-attack now in progress from 
southeast and southwest is being carried out by 
the :following: 

Under 86 Corps: a battle group of 21 Pz Div 
(Pz Regt, Reooe Bn, plus 503 Hy Tk Bn). 
Under 1 SS Pz Corps: 1 SS Pz Div (less one 
r einf bn). 



- 74 -
Both groups a r e in touch with each other . 21 Pz 
Div r an into strong anti-tank fronts and violent 
artillery barrages. Suffer ed hsavy casualties. 
(503 Hy Tank Bn has only nine tanks l eft ). l SS 
Pz Div advanced smartly a s far as Soliors but was 
thrown back by superior enemy forces. 

Since 1900 hrs 12 SS Pz Div is moving up to the 
fighting area ( stren~th: one tank battalion, 
two pz Gren regts , lt arty bn). 12 SS Pz Div 
will be placed under 1 SS Pz Corps and committod 
at Cagny. 

By evening A Gp D r ealized that the German counter-attacks 
would not succeed. c. of s. O . B. West as well as O . B. West in 
person held direct t elephone conversations with the commander 
of the Panzer Group West. On tho basis of the information 
supplied by Gener al Eberbach O.B. West discussed with Gener al 
Jodl the question of bringing in 116 Pz Div from Fift eenth 
Army (0030 hrs 19 Jul) . OKW gave permission t o do so. All 
concerned were immediately advised.*, ::c•, *** (W.D. A Gp D, 
..2:£ ~it, 18 Jul) 

162. A graphic description of the d~a.matic 
bombardment and of the desperate ef1'orts of the Panzer 
Group's right Vling on 18 Jul has been supplied by General 
Eberbaoh . Possibly unawar e of the great losses in men and 
tanks inflicted on that day by the German defenders, General 
Eber baoh claims British hesitancy was solely r esponsible for 
the f ailure to obtain a full and complete breakthrough on the 
first day of t he operation. In consequence on 19 Jul British 
and Canadian troops f aced once moro a continuous German 
front .(Eberbach Report, pp . 23-29) 

*A synopsis and in part verbatim r eport of the cbnversation 
between O.B. West and General Eberbaoh on 18 Jul appears as · 
Appendix 150 in: W.D. Fifth Panzer Army , Vol of Apps , .QR ill 
18 Jul. Appendix 151 is A Gp D's message advising Pz Gp :la~ 
ot the t orthoom1 ng transfer of' 116 Pz Div to the Fal aise 
area. (Ibid) 

**on 6 Jun 44 ll6 Pz Div was an OJ:rN r eserve quartered 
on the north bank of tho Seine in the a r ea Buchy (NE Rouen) 
Les Andelys - Vernon - Gisors - Gournay. Since mid J une the 
formation had been deployed in t he Gamaches - Bl angy area 
to bolster the coastal division there in the event of an 
Allied . landing on the St. Ve.leri e - Dieppe coast . (O. C.M.H. , 
F. S B. MS B- 017, Voigtsberger (Cmdr 60 Pz Gren Regt ll6 Pz 
Divj ii6 Pz Div, 6 Jun - 12 Aug 44)(Photostat 9eisoM(Dl34)) 

***cmdr 116 Pz Div was Lt ,:;.en Gerhard Graf von Schwerin 
(1 May - 20 Sop 44). Later (in the Italian theatre) he 
commanded 90 Pz Gren Div (10 - 26 Dec 44 ) and 76 Pz Corps 
(27 Dec 44 - to (presumably] surrender). On 1 Apr 45 he 

was 6onf'irmed a s cmdr 76 Corps and promot ed GGn Pz Tps 
(OKl! , Per sonnel Files , ~ ~' Grat von Sohwor in ). 
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Von Kluge holds post mortem, finds too 
th dormant fronts not 

163. A rich source of authentic contemporary inform-
ation on the attack south of caen on 18 Jul is available in 
the form of Lt-Col Meyer-Detring's (Int Offr A Gp D) handsigned 
report on the post mortem held by O.B. West with his top 
commanders at the headquarters of Panzer Group West on 20 Jul 44. 
Apart from minor blemishes in tactical procedure everybody 
seemed to have performed as well as possible. In closing his 
summaticn Marshal von Kluge expressed the opinion that mera 
changes in tactics would be of no availi· what might be r equired 
would be important measures such as dep eting the Biscay and 
Mediterranean fronts. (G.M.D.s. - 75144/33, A Gp D, Int Files 
July 44) (Photostat 981CW(D35) Reproduction of selected docu
ments, Int No . 2153/44, 22 Jul, Report on Commanders Conference 
on 20 Jul 44). It will be noted that Marshal von Kluge did not 
mention Fifteenth Army's front, wher e, apart from 116 Pz Div 
which was now being moved in, there wer o about 18 divisions 
to choose from while 16 GAF Div was being crushed. 

Von Kluge confirmed in dual l?osition a s 
6 .B, WeSt and c. -in-c. Army Group B 
(19 j'U!) 

19 Jul 

164. Compar ed to the violent action of the preceding 
day the British effort seemed to have lessened somewhat in 
intensity, but nevertheless the German foroes lost further 
ground. South of Caen fighting developed during the aft ernoon 
in the area Gentheville - Cormelle s - Fleury-sur-Ome , and n 
fierce struggle was being waged for the possession of Hill 67 , 
south of Fleury-sur-Orne. During t ho night 12 SS Pz Div had 
r eached the area south of Cagny and was now fighting again 
unde r commend of 1 SS Pz Corps (W.D. A Gp D, .Q.E .£.!!, 19 Jul) ~ 
At 2230 hrs General Eberbach ordered 47 Pz Corps to despatch 
one tank bn, one Pz Gren Bn and one r egimental headquarters 
staf'f to 1 SS Pz C0rps this very night. An hour lat~r he in
structed 2 SS Pz Corps to send one Panther battalioni ono 
reoc e battalion and one artillery batta lion to 1 SS ~z Corps 

(W.D. Fifth Panzel' A~, 19 Jul). During the night Seventh 
Army had lost st. ~. Keitel told Marshal von Kluge that 
Hitler wanted him to retain the oommand of A Gp B. In the 
evening von Kluge moved to tho headquarters of Army Group B 
to be nearer t o the scene of operations (W. D. A Gp D, .Q.E .2.!.:!1> 
19 Jul). While romaining O.B. West, he conc entrat ed his 
efforts on the command tas:Cs of A Gp B and left Blumentrit't and 
Zimmermann much to their own devices. Thus he was separated 
not only physically but also mentally from the real staf'f of 
O.B. West, and gradually thero arose dissension in command 
which gave rise to the ever increasing general desire to 
bring Marshal von Rundstedt back. The regular staft' of o .B. 
West was for the most part eliminated from operational 
activities :rrom 18 Jul until the beginning of Sep 44 ("A study 
in Com;1and" , .2R .9,ll, pp. 122-123) . 

20 Jul 

165, Bad weather was dopriving British Second Army 
of its usual air support. Aotion was confined in the main to the 
area between the Co.en - Falaiso road and the Orne . Pz Gp West 
r eported: 
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After 90 minutes of drumfire the enemy broke 
into our lines with infantry and armoured 
forces south of Ifs in the right wing of 272 
Inf Div, captured Hill 72 and subsequently 
St. Martin. Enemy forces which had advanced 
towar d the South over Hill 67 (south of Fleury 
sur Orne ) succeed0d in taking St. Andr~. 
Our own count er- attack from the South toward 
Hill 72 at first was halted by the enemy 
barrage and flanking f i r e from St. Martin, 
but was r esumed and won back Hill 72 after 
bitter fighting. In continuation of the attack 
our own gattle groups r eenter ed St. Martin and 
St. Andre sur Orne. Fighting ther e still in 
progress. For the elimination of the break-
in have been committed: From the South u 
Battle Group of 2 Pz Div (one tank battalion 
and one panzer gr enadier battalion ), from the 
East one t ank battalion and one panzer gr enadier 
battalion from 1 SS Pz Oorps. 

(A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, 20 Jul ) 

166. According to the War Diary of the Panzer Group 
the fighting in the st . Andre - St. Martin area was prolonged 
and bitter. Sepp Di etrich 11laced the commander of 1 SS Pz 
Divts Pz Regt [l SS Pz RegtJ in charge in the ar ea in order 
to achieve unified co.m.ma.nd over the two gr oups pushing 
forward from the South and East. c. of s . Pz Gp ie st asked c. of 
s. 2 Pz Corps (SS - Obersturm.bannfuehrer Piepkorn) whether it 
was feasible to transfer the right Corps boundary of 2 SS Pz 
Corps to the Orne, so that 1 SS Pz Corps could t r ansfer its 
center of gravity to the bridgehead east of t he Orne. (W .D. 
Fifth Panzer Army, 20 Jul) 

British Build-up a Threat to Falaise 

167. In its Daily Report A Gp B stat ed that the enemy 
had already four Inf Divs, three Arm.d Divs and t wo to three 
Arm.d Bdes in the Caen - Troarn sector, and would continue the 
attaok (Ibid). In the Daily Intelligence Report of Army Group 
D, Meyer-:'D'Otring call ed t he Falaise area the ma.in target of the 
attack, and continued: 

With a directly imminent l a rge-scale at taok from an 
unusually massive concentration of annour a long tho 
caen - Falaise road must be r eckoned all tho more 
because the terrain ther e is particularly suitable 
for the employment of armour ed formations. 

(AG];> D, Intreps, July 44, 212 cit, Int No. 
5016/44, 21 Jul for 20 Jul) 

Evidently the British were taking t ime out to fill up their 
formations. All possible measures must be taken to use the 
time thus ~ined for accel erating the movement of approaching 
271, 326, 363 Inf Divs and 116 Pz Div. (W.D. A Gp D, 20 Jul) 

168 . According to a memor andum submitted by Pz Gp 
West to A Gp B on 20 Jul, since the beginning of t he invasion 
t he Panzer Divisions of the Panzer Group had suffered the 
following casualties: 

1 SS Pz Div: 
12 SS Pz Div: 
9 SS Pz Div: 
10 SS Pz Div: 

1,441 
6,164 
1, 891 
2,289 
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Up to now the SS Fuehrungshauptaat had promised: 

less thon 1000 replacements tor 1 88 Pz Corps 
(1 and 12 SS Pz Divs) 

and 

1340 replacements tor 2 SS Pz Corps (9 and 10 
SS Pz Divs). 

At the same time Pz Gp had been advised that after this and 
for t he prediotable future , no further replaoements would 
becume available. It was suggested, thorofore, to obtain 
r eplaooment battalions from the anny, as otherwise under 
present conditions the substance of the Panzer formations 
would be destroydd (W .D. Fifth Panze r A;r;my_, Vol of' Apps, 
.2J2 ~' Appx 173, Pz Gp West, Ops No. 480/44, 20 Jul). 

Att empt on Hitler's Life (20 Jul) 

169. Like lightning fl eetingly illuminating a dark 
scene t he attempted elimination of Hitler , on 20 Jul, suddenly 
revealed for a ll to s ee the gravity of Germany's position. It 
do es not tall within the soope of the present report to 
give a rounded picture of this complex matter, nor is the 
evidence available, or within r each, sufficiently completo 
to do so.* At the headquarters of Army Group D the execution 
and failure of the plot did not lead to immediate complications. 
At the tin e when the conflicting accounts and orders were 
clogging the channels of communication and the steps taken or 
not taken upon these orders wer e compromising many in tho highest 
plaoes Marshal von ICluge was on his way back to La Roche 
Guyon from the commande rs' confer ence at the headquarters of tho 
Panzer Group (para 163 above). Blumentritt wa s on his way to 
join von Kluge, and Zimmermann received word of Hitler's 
survival before the conflicting orders began coming in. (W.D. 
A Gp D, 20 Jul) 

21 Jul 

170. In the area of Panzer Group West tho fighting 
was still of loca l ch~racter and confined in the main to the 
St. Martin - St . Andre area: 

In tough fighting, the battle groups thrown in 
to counter-attack forced an entry into St . Martin 
and St . Andre during the night, clearing the 
localities of t he one.my. In a further counter
attcck during the aft ernoon it was possible to 
re-occupy the farms Troteval and Beau~oir. Hill 
?2 continues to remain in enemy hands. . . . . 

At 1?30 hrs Gener ul Eberbach gives orders to 
2 SS Pz Corps to deta ch 9 SS Pz Div and despatch 
it to l SS Pz Corps sector, t he formation to come 
under the co.mm.and of l SS Pz Corps only in t he 
event of its commitment. 

*An interesting presentation of the 2oth July plot is found 
in: Jan Colvin, Chief of Intel ligence [Canaris], Victor Gollanz, 
London, 1951, pp. 196-202. The developments in the West ' in this 
connection have been described by Speidel, .In .. ~s'i nn 1944, .Ql? ill,, 
pp. 120-126. A short eye-witness account ot ·ljhe day•s events at 
Hitler ts Headquarters appears in General Heusingerts 
exceptionally well conoeived and valuable volume: "Bater 
im Widerstreit" [Coumand in Conflict], Rainer Wunderiic 
Verlag Herman Leins, THbingen and Stuttgart, 19;0. 
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Towards 1930 hrs, a.fter strong artillery 
pre~aration, the enemy once I:10re forces an entry 
into st . Andre and St. martin. A battle group 
from 2 SS Pz Corps launches a counter-attack at 
once •••• 

(H. D. Fifth Pz Army, .QR ,ill, 21 Jul) 

171. The prevailing bnd flying weather was favouring 
the movements of the forrua.ti ons en route to the Panzer Group: 

2'12 Im- Div 

326 Inf' Div 

116 Pz Div 

363 Inf Div 

(less seven batteries) now in the combat 
zone of 1 SS Pz Corps. 

sreater part of the formation has crossed 
the River Seine. 

Reece battalion and one panzer grenadier 
regi..lent have crossed the Seine, balance 
close to the eastern shore of the Seine, 

leading elements have reached Rauen area. 

("i .D. A Gp D, .Q;Q cit, 21 Jul) 

A Second Landing now less probable (21 Jul) 

172. 'Foreign Armies rrest ', which had been spinning 
for so long great tales about a forthcoming second major 
landing, was now beginning to express doubt in this regard : 

"Considering all circumstances - - - [ a second 
landing] is losing further in probability". 

(Sitreps 'Foreign Armies West', 
~ cit1 Kurze Feindbeurteilung 
rtest';-~l Jul} 

A peruse.1 of the contemporary estimates gives the reader 
sometimes a weird feeling of' unreality or of treason afoot . 
In Normandy the front was strained to the breaking point 
while not fur a\vay several hundred thousand men were standing 
idle. ·:lhether Iii tler was so certain of a sec and landing tha.t 
he wo~ld not tolerate any different interpretation of the facts, 
whether the officers concerned failed to realize that the game 
wes being won or lost in Normandy or whether they tried to 
hasten Hitler's downfall (like Admiral Canaris pr16r to his 
being made more or l ess innocuous in February 1944), cannot 
be told from the material. on hand. 

J> 

Fightin~ in St, Martin - St. Andre 
Area (2 JU!) 

22 Jul 

173. According to the War Diary of Panzer Group 
West the )lays fighting was again centered on the St. l:lartin -
st. Andre area.: 

The counter-attack suspended i n t he late evening 
hours of 21 Jul, on st . Andre and St. Martin, could 
only be carried forward as far as the southern 
outskirts of both places ••• 
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Fierce fighting raged throughout the night around 
the farms Beauvoir and Hill 72 . In the course of 
this fighting we were able to reestablish the old 
main battle lines ••• 

After hard fighting we have succeeded in getting 
St . I ~rt in back into our own hands towaxds noonday. 
st. Andr e, however, could not be recaptured ••• 

Enemy attacked in the late afternoon hours with 
infantry and tank forces in the Maltot area. 
He suoceeds in making a break-in and in t aking 
Ma.ltot during the night . Counter-attack during 
the night by 2 SS Pz Corps brought no success, 
Maltot remaining in enemy hands . 

(W.D. Fifth Panzer Army, £:Q cit, 22 Jul) 

174. The continuing unfavourable flying weather was a 
f actor greatly f avouring the approach march of 116 Pz Div. 
During the morning 116 Pz Reece Bn had reached the St . Sylvain 
area , 156 Pz Gren Regt (116 Pz Div) followed during the day . 
555 GHQ Hy Arty Bn was placed under 1 SS Pz Corps~ 503 Tiger 
Tk Bn noved from 86 Corps to l SS Pz Corps . 47 Pz Corps 
r eceived orders to despatch 2 Pz Div with utmost speed to the 
area Moulines - Cesny - Acqueville - Toumebu east of the Orne 
in order to cope with the expected mass attnok. First elements 
to arrive by the evening of 23 Jul (Ibid). The remnants of 
16 GAF Div wer e to be reorganized rearwards of 21 Pz Div; 9 
and 10 SS Pz Divs were to be disengaged and assembl ed in the 
river triangl e bet ween Laize and Orne (W. D. A Gp D, .QJ2 ill,, 
22 Jul) . About one half of t he captured Canadians were 
reported to· be wearing a sort of protection for chest, abdonen 
and kidneys. (A Gp D, Intr eps, ~cit , IIt.No . 5016/44, 23 Jul 
for 22 Jul) 

175 . As an aftermath to the attempt on Hitler's 
l ite , Col Gen Heinz Hilhelm Guderian on 22 Jul was made 
Acting Chief of the Amy General Staff . He was to carry on 
at the same time with .his former duties as Inspector General 
of Panzer Troops ( OKH, Personnel Files , .2.12 oi t, Guderinn ). 
An entr y in Col Gen Jodl's Diary refers to a warning 
posted on that day in all prisoner of war camps to the eff'eot 
that escapees would be shot . "Escaping was no longer a sport , 
but done a t the peril of one•s life . " (Jodl, Diary Notes , .Q:e cit , 
22 Jul) 

23 Jul 

176. Cloudy skies, scattered showers and a l ow 
ceiling seemed to be a ll that was preventing the Allied forces 
from l aunching the big attack. Local attacks on Hill 112 and 
south of 1Ja.ltot were repulsed . 9 SS Pz Div had been rel ieved 
with 277 Inf Div and was now as sembled in t he Laize - Orne 
river triangle. ll6 Pz Div reported its headquarters at 
Rill 62, SE Chateau de Compigny (south of · Ai ran ), 9 SS Pz Div 
at Ht Bosq (2 km west of Hainars ) (A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, 
.QE ~. 23 Jul) 

Dis~ositions of Panzer Group West 
on 4 Jul 

24 Jul 

177. SeveTal. at tacks in the area between Hill ll2 
and Bougy were repulsed during the night 23/24 Jul. On the 
whole the day was a quiet one, improving weather seemed to 
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make it possible for the big attack to be launohed at any 
moment. AB German headquarters were wont to do on the eve 
of an expected major attaok, A Gp B, in the Daily Report set 
forth much detail in.formation on dispositions.! r eserves end 
movements in the area of Panzer Group West. in the absence 
of contemporary German situation maps this source may have 
to be oonsu1ted in the tuture for items of speoifio interest; 
some of t his information is quoted i n the following: 

711 Inf Div 
346 Inr Div 
21 Pz Div 

12 SS pz Div 
116 Pz Div 

l SS Pz DiY 

272 Inf Div 

2 pz Div 

10 SS Pz Div 

2'17 Inf Div 

276 Inf Div 

326 Inf' Div 

Boundary Lines : 

A-Tk Bn NW Branville 
Repl Bn 711 Inf Div E Bures 
one bn 711 Inf Div on right wing 
ot 21 Pz Div. One Pz Gr Regt, 
Fd Repl Bn, Tank Bn in area south 
of St. Samson - Rupierre 
503 Tiger Tank Bn SW Moult 
two Pz Gren Regts, one t ank Bn, 
A-Tk Bn, Reoc e Bn in area: 
~atre Puita - Valmeray (excl) 
le Torp (exol) - st Sylvain (exol) -
l e Bu sur Rouvres (exol). 

one Gren Bn SW Chicheboville, 
elts asslt gun bn, one gren bn 
Reece Bn, Engr Bn, plus 101 
Hy Tank Bn South of Tilly la 
Campagne 

one Tank Bn, one Pz Gren Bn or 2 Pz 
Div with one tank bn, one Pz Gren 
Bn of 9 SS Pz Div plus Reooe Bn 
10 SS Pz Div astride St ~artin 
close behind main battle line. 

llain part has reached assembly area 
Tournebu (exol) - Cingal (1nol) -
Court Genets (incl) - Donnay (exol) 

committed: one regiment 271 Int' Div, 
one regioent 10 SS Pz Div, Reece Bn 
9 SS Pz Div 

In Reserve in area south of Vieux: 
pz Regt 10 SS Pz Div; one r egt 271 
Inf' Div, 271 Engr Bn, 102 Hy Tank Bn, 
1n the areo of Peraux: one bn and 
Engr Bn 10 SS Pz Div 

Engr Bn N Landes 
Fd Repl Bn S Hamt:lra 

Engr Bn 2 Pz Div N Epinay sur Odon 

main part has relieved 2 Pz Div 

1 SS Pz Corps and 2 SS Pz Corps 

Northam fringe Fresnay - le Vieux - le Val 
de Laize - along Orne to Chateau (east o'f 
Maltot} - e in Caen. 
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346 Int Div 
21 Pz Div 
16 GAF Div 
12 SS Pz Div 
ll6 Pz Div 
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Clermont 
J.Iery-Gorbon 
Ste. Karie a ux Anglais 
Ai ran 
Escures 

(A Gp B, Daily Sitreps, .Q.12. .2,!i, 24 Jul) 

178. With 117,000 casualties recorded and 10 100 
replacements received since the beginning of the invaslon, and 
no improvement in sight, O.B. West saw no other solution but to 
extract replacements from bis own reserve divisions. On 24 Jul 
he decided to dissolve 165 Inf Div and convert it into replace
ment transfer battalions; 157 and 189 Res Inf Divs were converted 
to Field Training Divisions, 158, 159 Ini' Divs at first and 178 
and 182 Res Inf thereafter were to be transformed into Infantry 
Divisions Type 1944. All this would free considerable numbers of 
men for replacement drafts. The infantry remnants of 16 GAF Div 
were to be distributed partly to 21 pz Div and partJ.y to the 
~ant17 Div1s1on first to be converted to Type 1944. (W.D. 
A Gp D, .QJ? ~. 24 Jul) 

~ Broup B braced for Thrust 
owards Fala!se (24 J'U!) 

179. In the section •'Enemy Strength and Intentions" 
of A Gp B's Weekly Report! issued on 24 Jul for the week ending 
on 23 Jul General Spaide for the first time discounted 
the probability of a second major landing at some distance 
from the soene of the original landings: 

In the lodgment area the enemy has at least 
40 divisions and numerous GHQ troops, be is 
continuing to bring in men and material. 

In Great B~itai.n there ere still 52 lurge 
for-.t.lations, ot which 42 can be moved to 
the Continent. 

The intentions of Army Group Liontgomery seem 
to remain unchanged. 

Second British Army will try to obtain a 
breakthrough in the general direction of 
Palaise in order to create the ·conditions 
required for a thrust to Paris • 
• • • 
There are no indications on band regarding 
the date and target of First American A'l"filY" 
Group's attnok, In view of the continuing 
movemsnt of forces to the Normandy front a 
tar distant landing operation is becoming 
less probable, but Fifteenth Army's Somme -
Seine sector is still especially endangered. 

The more and the f aster Montgomery is gaining 
ground from the bridgehead towards the South, the 
less probable becomes a landing on a new 
spot by the torces still in England. 

(A Gp B, Weekly Reports, .QJ2 cit, 
Report 17-23 Jul, 24 Jul 44/ 
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180. An agent had reported to 'Foreign Armies 
West ' the transfer of Fourth British Army Headquarters 
froo Scotland to the area north of Brighton. This Headquarters 
was to replace First Canadian Army Headquarters in the 
set-up of First American Army Group . Since nearly all 
definitely identified Canadian formations had been committed 
either in Italy or in Northern France , the staff of First 
Canadian A:rmy Headquarters was now ap~esumably to be used 
for organizationel ar.d administrative ~asksa. (Sitreps ' Foreign 
Armies Y/estt .21! cit, Sitrep No . 1.3:36, 24 Jul 44) Evidently 
German Intelligence-at the time v;as still unaware of the fact 
that First Cane.dian A-rmy Headquarters had taken over the 
extreme leftward sector of tLe Allied fro nt in Normandy at 1200 
hrs 23 Jul. (C.P . Stacey, The Canadian Army 1939-1945, King's 
Printer, Otte.\·18. , 1948, p . 194) 

181. General Eberbach ha s nade sooe comments on 
Cana<i an fighting nethods during the time between the fall 
of Caen and the Corps ~ttaok on 25 Jul: 

Even t hough there was no ma jor a.ttack up to 
26 Jul [25 Jul], not one day passed without 
minor enemy thrusts . The evening attaoks , 
favoured by the Canadians, were particularly 
disagreeable . 

They usually succeeded, by plenti:f'ul use 
of materia l , in 11 shootingtt us out of a position 
and thereby effecting an advance of two or three 
kilometres . During daytime, we often succeeded in 
regaining the lost position by a quick oounter
thrust. But., the situation was still too confused 
for counter-thrusts during the night, especially 
since the troops were furthermore no longer 
adequately trained. Thus, the Canadians had t i.rJ.e to 
dig in during darkness and to organize the defence . 
Next morning they could only be driven back with 
losses which we could not afford . 

Apart from the 380 mm shells of the "Rodneya, 
the so-called 11Soh.ein-Granaten'' (dun.my shells } 
fired by the Canadians were very i ncovenient . These 
glass shells exploded with the s ame detonation as 
ordinary grenades , but they had no effect. The 
enemy used these shells i mI:lediately before the 
assault, thus keeping the defensive forces under 
cover while the attacking troops could advance 
unharmed and surprise the defending forces before 
they were r eady for combat . 

(Eberbach Report , Transl . pp. 32-33) 

Canadian Holding Attack (25 Jul) 

25 Jul 

182. The German right wing in No:rmandy had braced 
itself for a very heavy at tack on 25 Jul, but what developed 
was merely a strong attack on a Corps front. Although the 
Arilerican att acks west of the Vire were of great weight, the 
Gero:::ws were not quite ready to conclude that they were being 
pinned down on the east flank for the benefit of the Allied 
foroes further west. In the War Diary of Fifth Panzer Army 
the dny ts events were reflected by the following entries : 
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Af'ter the enemy had l a id down intense drum.fire 
since 0230 hrs on t he left flank of l SS Pz Div 
and the sector of 272 Inf Div, an attack vzas 
begun at 0.520 hrs with infantry in these 
sectors. Two penetrations ar ound Tilly were 
cleaned up immediately. May, which had been 
lost, was recaptured by evening in a counter
e.tte.ck. T":e enemy remained quiet on t he r est 
of the front . 

Today's attack on t he left flank of l SS Pz 
Corps can not yet be evaluated as a major 
attack in the bridgehead, east of the Orne. 

0845 hrs Field Liarsha.l von Kluge has the c. of s. orient 
him on the situation, Pz Gp takes the view that 
the attack begun this morning against 1 SS Pz 
Corps is not the anticipated maj or attack, es in 
the first place the enemy air arm has not yet 
appeared in sizeable dimensions. O.B. West 
shares this view. 

In a second conv ersation, Field Marshal von Kluge 
directs attention to the ensuring of the reserves 
being held ready for an immediate counter- atta ck 
as an absolute sina qua non. Under no 
circumstances must there be any delay. 

2130 hrs Tel con between O.B. West and O.B. Pz Gp. 
O. B. West declares his agreement with the 
withdrawal of 272 I nf Div from 1 SS Pz Corps 
as proposed by 1 SS Pz Corps on account of the 
heavy losses. 

2225 hrs c. of s. informs c. of S. l SS Pz Corps that 
the withdrawal of 272 Inf Div and moving up 
of 9 SS Pz Div to the area hitherto occupied 
by 272 Inf Div is approved. The ba lance of 2 
Pz Div will be moved during the night to the 
new a rea of 2 Pz Div . The Div will be brought 
under command of l SS Pz Corps, effective 
immediately. 

(W. D. Fitth Panzer A:rmy , .Q:Q cit, 2.5 Jul) 

183. According to A Gp B's evening report at 1900 
hrs, the enemy penetration in t he area of l SS Pz Corps had 
r eached a \d.dth of .5 lan and a depth of 1 - } km. Since 
1700 hrs elements of 9 SS Pz Div were engaged in a counter
attack nlong both sides o~ the road Bretteville - Fontenay, 
the atta ck wus being supported by concentrated fire from 
2 SS Pz Corps artillery, assault tanks and tiger tank guns on 
the west bank of the Orne, (Vl.D. A Gp D, .QJ2 £.ll, 2.5 Jul). 
74 Corps Headquarters (at Guingamp, Brittany) received orders 
tor rrDving to Pz Gp ~·fest to t ake command there of the newly 
conmdtted infantry divisi ons and thus free one Panzer Corps 
Headquarters in the area for t akine car.wand over the 
disengaged panzer divisions . (Ibid) 

184. liay-sur-Orne had been retaken by uni ts of 
272 Inf Div. 9 SS Pz Div's counter-atta ck was stopped 
on Hill 88 by heavy anti-tank fire . The forces involved 
were regrouped and bitter fighting continued. 271 Inf Div 
had taken over the extreme right sector of 2 SS Pz Corps; the 
right divisional boundary was the old Corps boundary, the 
left one: multiple ro~d junction Fontaine - road bend -
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500 m NE Hill 112 - road fork SE Vierville - Am.aye {271 Inf 
Div) - course of river Orne tq bend NE Thury-Harcourt - Esson 
(10 SS Pz Div). Corps Headquarters 1 SS Pz Corps was now 
1.5 km E Petigny. 116 Pz Div was almost completely north 
of Falaise. (A Gp B, Daily Si treps, .Q.:Q ..Q.ll, 25 Jul). 2 Cdn 
Inf Div had been identified at Verrieres, 3 Cdn Inf Div at 
Tilly-la-Campagne. The day's attack had been carried out 
by 2 Cdn Corps, the British formations, particularly the 
large armoured forces believed to be located along the road 
Caen - Lisieux, had reI!lb.ined uncommitted. (A Gp D, Intreps, 

. .QJ2 ~'Int No. 5133/44, 25 Jul (for 25 Jul)). 

26 Jul 

185 Between Tilly-la-Campagne and the Orne the 
Germans had on the whole regained their former lines; the 
exception was Verrieres, which fell to t he Canadians after hard 
fighting: 

. -

11Despite the most intense enemy opposition, the 
formations or· 1 SS Pz Corps thrown in between 
Tilly and t he Orne succeeded durin g the night 
25/26 Jul i n restoring t he f ormer main battle 
line. Apart from somewhat feeble thrusts in 
t he a r ea of the 1 SS Pz Corps and a stronger 
attack upon Verrieres, the ere my remained quiet 
during the whole day. He succeeded in forcing an 
entry into Verrieres, pushing back our Grenadiers 
to t he sout hern fringe of the locality. During 
a telephone conversation with c. of S. Marshal 
von Kluge had high praise for l SS Pz Corps' 
:righting yesterday. c. of s. outlines O.B.'s 
probable intentions for offensive operations 
within the present area of 21 Pz Div. 2 Pz Div, 
21 Pz Div and 116 Pz Div to participate. Field 
Marshal von Kluge is very sceptical and has 
no f aith in success but agrees to a plan of 
attack being made and submitted to him. Pz Gp 
orders relief of 21 Pz Div by 272 Inf Div. After 
being relieved 21 Pz Div transfers to the ar ea 
Maizieres - Vendeuvre - Bernieres - Soulangy -
Ouilly and will t here be brought under direct co.mm.and 
of Pz Gp West." 

(W.D. Fifth Panzer Army, .Q.!2 cit, 26 Jul) 

Von Kluge believes Allies intend pivoting 
on Caen to establish a line Falaise -
Do ront - Fou res Infantr Formations 
of Fifteenth Army m.i;h ave to be 
co~tted in Normand_ (26 Jul) 

186. By now Marshal von Kluge had of course every 
reason to be sceptical about schemes for offensive operations 
in Normandy. In the Caen - Falaise sector the situation was 
more or less under control, but at the northern front of 
Seventh Army the situation had deteriorated to the point where 
he had just been authorizing a withdrawal movement. Long before 
this he had ceased to see the situation in the light of his 
Berchtesgaden briefings. On 26 Jul he had recorded at sdme 
length his own ref lecti6ns on the future course of e~ents in 
Normandy. In swmnation, the somewhat abstrusely styled entry 
r evea ls the following train of thoughts: 
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The events of the recent past have shown ever more 
clearly t he enemy's intention of wearing down and 
destroying our forces by means of incessant sector 
attacks. 

Subsequently pivoting on Caen, he intends to reach 
open ground in the general direction Falaise -

" Domfront - Fougeres. 

Counter measures have failed to keep the front 
from being forced back. Casualties are high; 
quick replacements for men and material unavailable. 

The possicj lity exists of his planning to hasten 
the development for politica l or military-political 
reasons by dropping parachute divisions behind the 
front, possibly in conjunction with a simultaneous 
i nvasion of Fifteenth Army's a rea or at St. Malo 
Bay. 

To hold Nor!'18.n.dy remains the decisive factor. 

This can only be done if' we are capable of t ack.ling 
and destroying an enemy who has: 

(a) either broken through the front after 
it has been bled white; 

(b) or descended from the air behind the 
front; 

(c) or carried out outflanking landings. 

It is imperative, t herefore, to pl ace a group of 
forces at the tendon line of Nonnandy . It must 
comprise at least three infantry divisions and 
one panzer division. 

Nothing vdll be forthcoming f r om other theatres 
of' war or from the Reich. 

The required divisions must t herefore be taken 
from the other fronts of O. B. West, namel y: 

either from Fifteenth Army (when an attack 
by the American forces still in England has 
become improbable). 

or from other fronts, which are in any 
event too weak to withstand a major attack. 

The measures to be t aken in consequence are now 
under consideration. 

(Vl .D. A Gp D, ~ cit, pp. 288-289, 26 Jul) 

In other words, Yia.rsha l von Kluge was now making up his mind 
to draw on t he infantry divisions of' Fifteenth Army. 

27 Jul 

187. In the a rea of' Panzer Group West contention for 
t he Verrieres position was continuing, but the actual fighting 
east of the Orne wes at the moment of infinitesimal significance 
compared to t he ominous developments in the area of Seventh 
Army. For whilst t he hinge of the door to Pa ris was being 
held by strong forces, the door itself was being pushed open. 
Early in t he morning Marsha l von Kluge left La Roche Guyon for 
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the headquarters of Seventh Army. On t he way he called at 
the headquarters of Pz Gp West "to make certain that all 
arrangements had been made for a speedy transfer of 2 Pz Div 
to Seventh Army"* (W.D. Fifth Panzer Am.y, .Ql2 _ill, 27 Jul) .. 
Later in the morningt O.B. West was with the Commander of 
Seventh Army. The situation at St. LS was obviously 
deteriorating. At 1010 hours he gave orders for the 
immediate transfer of 2 Pz Div to Seventh Army (2 Para Corps). 
In addition the headquarters staff of 47 Pz Corps was to move 
forthwith to s~venth Army and conduct the counter-attack from 
south of St. Lo. There was no time to await the arrival of 
H.Q • .58 Corps from the south of France. (W.D. A Gp D, .Q.J2 cit, 
27 Jul) The ~ap created by the departure of 2 Pz Div was to 
be filled by cl Pz Div moving in from 86 Corps area. A 
further shirt in weight was initiated during the day when 116 
Pz Div was ordered to move t9 Seventh Army's Vire - St. Sever 
area. In t he Anny Group D War Diary this fact was briefly 
mentioned on 27 Jul {Ibid). Pz Gp West was informed accordingly 
by telephone at 101.5 nrs28 Jul {W .D. Fifth Pz Army 1 .Q.12 cit, 
28 Jul). 

188. At 1530 hrs OKW informed A Gp D that the 
Fuehrer had granted O.B. West's request for permission to 
transfer 9 Pz Div to the Normandy front. Orders were issued 
immediately for the quick transfer to Normandy over two 
railroad lines of 9 Pz Div from the Avignon - Nimes - Arles 
area, where the division was at the time in the reserve of 
Anny Group G. (W.D. A Gp D, .2J2 cit, 27 Jul, p. 294) 

189. During the afternoon the Inspector General 
of Pz Tps informed the Panzer Group that it wa~ being 

\ 

upgraded to a Panzer Army (see para 22.5 below). At the same 
time he announced the forthcoming despatch J;.o. the Panzer 
Group by priority trains of one hundred 7.5 om A-Tk guns , 

I 34 tanks Mark IV, 24 Tanks Mark V an4 some panzer grenadier 
replacement battalions. In the evening Gen Inf Straube, Cmdr 
74 Pz Corps reported by telephone that he and a portion of his 
staff had reached the old command post of 47 Pz Corps and would 
be ready to assume command in the morning of 28 Jul. (W.D . 
Fifth Panzer Army, ~ _ill, 27 Jul) 

A Second Landing no l onger expected. 
Fifteenth Agm{'s InfantjY Formations 
begin moVin~o Normand_C27 Jul) 

190. O.B. West was now convinced that no further 
landings would be forthcoming elsewhere and that all other 
fronts would have to ba denuded ruthlessly in f avour of 
the forces in Normandy. He asked OKW for permission to 
move in forthwith: 

84 Inf Div and 331 Inf Div 
708 Int Div 
242 Inf Div 

OKW replied by telephone:• 

from Fifteenth Army 
from First Army 
from Nineteenth Army 

Fuehrer frees 84 or 89 Inf Div for 
commitment in Normandy, decision on 
balance of requests on 28 Jul 

(W. D. A Gp D, .Q.12 ,ill, 27 Jul) 

* . This implies that a warning order had been given to the 
Panzer Group; if so, however, the f aot was not recorded in 
their War Diary. 
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Old Misconceptions on Canadian Order of 
Biittle r€ctif1ed (27 JUI} 

..t91. ' Foreign Annies West ' had been gradually 
r etreati ng from the position that a second J.cmding was 
a for egone oonolusion. I n line with the gener a l and 
belated re-appraisal of the situ~tion, the section wa s now 
explaining at length Why there would be no second lending. 
(Sit reps, ' Foreign Anni.es lest', Jm cit, Kurze Feindbeurteil·1nt; 
iTest, Appx to Sitrep No. 1339, 27 Jul). On the sr.me day, 
in the manner of financial institutions releasing bad ne~s 
at n moment when they are sure to be overshadowed by worse 
news , the section disposed of nnother embo.x··.ssing ma.tter . 
In addition to the Canadian divisions actually in England, 
they had consistently menti oned from two to five additional 
Canadian or "believed to be Canadian" divisions in Engl and. 
(Historical Section (G.S.) Report No . 40 , para 52f). But 
on 27 Jul they r eported: 

One Canadian infantry division of unknown numbar 
(Code Number 952) as well as t v:o Canadian armo~ed 
divi sions of unknown number (Code Numbers 1051 ond 
1052) , on t he basis of shipping reports transferred 
from Canada to Great Britoi~ i n 1943, so far could 
not be identified in Gr eat Britain . These transfer s , 
wilioh had been r eported by a reliable s:>urce, were 
probably not despatches of entire formations but 
r at her f airly l a rge shi pfilents of reinforcements. In 
the future these three divisions Will therefore 
again be presumed to be i n Canada. 

(Sit r eps , ' Forei gn h rmies West' , 
.QJ2 .Q.,!1, Sitrep No . 1339, 27 Jul) 

Evidently the Gennc.ns wer e not well posted on Canadian 
Serial Numbers, for: 

Serial 952 was 21st a rmoured Regiment , C.A. c. , 
Serial 1051 was 4th Medium Rogifilent , R. C.A. , and 
Seria l 1052 was 1st Bn T~e Al gonquin Regiment, C.I.C. 
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IlffiALANCE OF GERI iAN DISPOSITIONS SPELLS 
DIS.i.STER ( 28 JUL - 21 AUG) 

Seventh Arffi.Y in precarious Position (28 Jul) 

192 . East of tho Orne there was little fighting , but 
in the area of Seventh I'.roy tho situation wcs grave and 
O.B. ~est ordered the icnediato departure of 116 Pz Div 
to Seventh /.:rr:JY. This .meant thct within two de.ys Panzer 
Group West had been deprived of 280 tanks , hcwever in view 
of the situ~tion there w~s no other choice but to hccept 
the added risk in the a.re~ south of c~en . 9 Pz Div would 
bo in transit for nt l e:ist e dnys , and thus would be too 
late for the ioninent showdown. With the consent of OK\V 
the division was given orders to join Fi~h Panzer krmy 
as a r eplacement for 116 Pz Div . Permission wes received 
from OICV to br ing in 3 31 and 708 Inf Di vs , but 242 Inf Div 
was to r ena.in with Nineteenth 1.:ro:y (para 190 cbove ) . 84 
Int' Div was to join Fi~h rnnzer /,;rmy cs quickly as possible . 
Headquarters 74 Corps (with 276 and 326 Inf Divs under 
commc.nd ) took over command in the sector from the recr 
party of 47 Fz Corps headquarters stuff (W. D. A Gp D, 2:£ cit , 
28 Jul) . 

193. By 1800 hrs the l~st eloncnts of 116 Pz Div 
wore on the march to Seventh J.:rmy . 272 Inf Div hnd taken 
over 21 Fz Div' s old sector , 21 Pz Div wns on the flovo 
to tho area Br ett evillo - Fresnny - Le Moutiers -
Bnr bery . 503 GHQ. Hy Tk Bn moved to Le Moutiers {A Gp B,. 
Daily Sitreps , .£12. .211,. 28 Jul}. During the dny Seventh 
Army had given orders for n withdrnwnl that wns r egarded 
ns hnsty and ill-advised by Mnrshnl von Kluge . ·With tho 
concurronco of OKlf.T,Seventh :..rn~•s Chief of staff, Lt Gen Max 
re.Cl.Bel ,wos r eploced by Colonel Froiherr Rudolf von Gersdor ff , 
G. s .c ., un~il then c. of s . 82 Corps in the rns de Calnis 
nren (W .D. 1 .. Gp D, 2:£ _ill, 23 Jul; for defto.ils soe : O. C.M. H., 
F. S . B. , MS- A 894, Nornrmdy , Cobro and Moz:tnin , answers 
to questions submitt ed to Maj Gen Frhr von Gersdorff , C. of s . 
Sevonth l..rny) ( ?hotostnt 981SOM( DllB )) J..t 1{.he sene tioe 
Genorel von Choltf.tz w~s replncod in tho con.o.nnd of 84 Corps 
by Lt Gen Otto Elfeldt (!.£!£, ~ nl ) 

29 Jul 

194. South of Cnon the lull in fighting continued , 
but JJ.lied concentrntions observed ne~.r Verrieres , opposite 
9 SS Pz Div , as well as incroasing rirtillery octivity were 
taken for signs pointing to nn ecrly r osuoption of the e.ttock 
(W. D. A Gp D, 2.E cit, 29 Jul) . 'Foreign l.rn i es West ' 
cited the (now recognized) coonitoont in Norn'lildy of 
First Conc.dian .. :.rcy Hendqu"trtors l\S further proof of the 
operations there being of obsolutoly focal oh£'.rccter 
(Sitreps 'For eign :.rnios West ', ~ cit , Kurze Feindbeurteilung 
Wost , L.ppx to Sitrep No . 1341 , 29 JU!T. The appeare.nce iii 
Nor fla.ndy of ndditionnl higher co!J!lr.nd stcffs ~..nd forantions 
(o.nongst others 4 Cdn /.rnd Div) were indicative of 
plans for vast oper ntions to be developed fron the NorD!'.ndy 
boso . (Ibid , Sitrep No . 1341) 

Criticr. l Situction nt ilvrnnchos (30 Jul) 

30 Jul 

) 95 . ~t tho western extremity of the Normandy front 
I.he situntion was critical. ~vrn.nchos wcs about to fell , 

/there were no reserves in sight with which to oppose on 
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ii.l!lericrn brGCtk into "the open" . The ottnck had s prend to 
the left wing of Pz Gp West . Obviously tho British 
meant to advnnce in contf'.ct with the ..ii.m.eric~ns 'l.Ild compel 
the Ger.mans to withdr~w additional formntions from the 
~ea~south of Cnen, No-doubt well aware t hat only quick 
major withdr~wals could save the two 1...rmie~rom destruction , 
Mnrshal von Kluge renewed his insistent do ds for either 
Keitel , Jodl1'or l'fnrlimont joining him at his , eadqucrters . 
to get a clear picture of the situation (W.D. A Gp D, ~cit, 
30 Jul}. 

196 . In the area of Pz Gp Nest fighting during the 
dny was con.fined to the sector of 74 Corps . 276 Inf Div , 
on the whole , w~s eble to hold on to its positions, but 326 
Inf Div , which bore the brunt of the fighting , was dislodged 
from Cahagnes and La. Forriere ( ~ · Gp B, Daily Sitreps , 30 Jul). 
21 Pz Div .. since tho n-ight 2f3/29 Jul in the Bretteville -
Fresnay - Le Mouti ers - Barbery urea (pnrn 193 above ), was 
rushed to the support of 74 Corps ; Dottle Group von Oppoln, 
composed of the Division ' s Tank Regt ( 22 pz Regt) . two 
panzer grenndier battalions and two butteries (self propelled} , 
plus 503 GH~ Hy Tk Bn reached the 74 Corps crea l ete in the 
afternoon; shortly before nidnight the belenc e of the 
Division received ord ers t o nova iomedietely to the c.ron 
Le Mesnil - :..0.zouf, where further orders would be 
received from 74 Corps . (W.D. Fi~h Pz 1-..rmy, JO Jul) . 
21 Pz Div was expected to restoro and hold the line Orbois 
- 1.nctoville • Ca.hagnes - la Ferriera - Danpierre - Bellay 
(Daily Sitreps , A Gp B, 30 Jul). 1~ fn.r as the troop 
movements were conceimed , the l ast elements of 326 Inf Div 
and 363 Inf Div had now reached the south shore of the 
Seine , nnd the ferrying. over of 84 Inf Div wes well 
under way. (~) 

1..oerican Brcructhrou nt Lvrunchcs . "Fuehrer lookin ' for 
new .B. West" 1 Jul 

31 Jul 

197 . :~t tho extreme western end of the Normcnd y 
f~ont the situation had becooo desper~te , The ~'..mcricans 

hnd t e..ken ~vranches and the bridge of Pontoubo.ult; the 
next phase would be mobile wnrfnre on a grand scal e . On 
JO Jul Jodl had submitted to Hitler n dra~-order for with
drnwnl fron the coastal front , and on 31 Jul Hitler seemed 
inclined to consider such a measure , ~t the sane time his 
personal reaction to the unfavournble turn of events wns the 
usual one , Jodl noting in his di ary "Fuehrer looking for 
new O.B. 1'fest". (Joa1. Diary Notes, op ~' p. 35, 31 Jul) 

198. Ea.st of the Orne the dny WC\S .unevent:fW.; but 
fighting might fle.re up nt nny ooment : 

The unusunlly strong concentrction of 
nrtillery {120-130 recognized batteries) in 
the nron Co.en- Giberville- Cormelles- Fleury sur 
Orne conf iros the pronounced build up e~st of 
the OrnG ••• 

{~Gp D, Int.reps , ~cit, Int No. 
5285/44, 31 Jul for ~Jul) 

On the western wing of the Pe.nzer Gr oup heavy fighting 
continued, 326 Inf Div lost :further ground , 21 Pz Div ' s 
ccunterett~cks failed to restore the situation but 
pr evented c complete oollepse of the sector- front . 276In.f 
@iv wn.s taken pack sonewhat in order to ad just and shorten 
the front line , (W.D. A Gp D, .2."2 £11, 31 Jul) 
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199~ During the day, 84 In1" Div, then en route to 
Pz Gp West , was r edirected to the Conde- Flers area of 
Seventh Axmy. Since the divisions in the r eserve of 
Pz Gp West had moved westward , the Group was almost 
devoi d of r eserves ; to compensate it for the non- arrival 
of 84 Inf Div, 89 Inf Div was alerted for immediate transfer 
f r om the Rouen- Le Havre sector to the Bretteville area 
south of Caen. * {W. D. A Gp D, ~ cit , 31 Jul)(W. D. Fifth 
Pz Army, Vol of Ap:ps , Appx: 237, A GPB , Ops No 5 356/44} 

1 Aug 

200~ In the area of Pontaubault (south of Avranches) 
the we~k Ger.man forces were withdrawing towards the South 
and Southwest and the way to the South and Southeast was 
laid open for the American forces . On the extreme le~ 
wing of Fz Gp West the withdrawal of 277 and 276 Inf Divs 
had been carried out as planned , but 326 Inf Div was being 
speeded on its way by British armour and its oommander 
{Lt Gen von Drabioh- Waechter) had been kilied. 2i PZ Div 
was unable to deliver a counterblow and 74 Corps reported 
its inability to restore the situation with the forces on 
hand·. With Le Beny- Bocage now in British hands and American 
tanks roaming f r eely betwoen Avranches and Rennes the spectre 
of an envelopment of Seventh A:rmy seemed to appear on the 
horizon and closing the gap south of Gaumont was imperativs. 
It was decided therefore to carry out the following 
r earrangements·. Thl.ring the night 1/2 Aug H. Q,. 2 SS Pz Corps, 
with all Corps troops and with 10 and 9 SS Pz Divs would 
move to the gap to offer resistance there to the strong 
British concentration of armour and to re- establis h contact 
with 2 Para Corps {Seventh Army) . 21 Pz Div also to be under 
2 SS Pz Corps; only 276 and 326 Ini' Divs to remain under 74 
Corps; H. Q,. 58 Corps to take over command in the former area 
of S . Q,. 2 SS Fz Corps . {G. M.D. S.-75144/25, W. D. A Gp D, 
1-31 Aug 44 , 1 Aug) (981CW(D32)) 

1 A r.) 

201 . En route to the torn and bleeding flanks of 
Seventh Army were now: 

This was not enough . 

84 Inf Div 
363 Inf Div 
708 Inf' Div 

2 Para Div** 
and 9 pz Div . 

Even more might be too little and too 

*89 Inf Div had been transferred from Norway to France 
(Fifteenth Army ar ea) during the latter part of June . (W. D. 
Fifteenth A:rmy , 2J2. cit , passim) 

**At 0230 hrs 1 Aug OroN had given permission to move in 
2 Para Div, but refused to countenance the suggested 
withdrawal of one regiment from reinforced 319 Inf Div ' s 
f orces on the Channel Islanas. (Ibid) . 
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late. In consequence O.B. West gnve orders for 85 Inf Div*, 
89 Inf Div and 331 Inf Div to be moved t o the front (Ibid). 
In the evening Eberbach told Speidel he thought it neo'SS"S"ery 
that new and i.mportent decisions be n~de . The attack 
on the le~ wing of the Pnnzer Group would only be held 
up but not stopped indefinitely by the three Panzer Divisions 
brotlght· in~ .Ho was thinking of the Seine river os a new 
line of defence. Speidel promised to notify O.B. West of 
this without de l ay. (W. D. Fifth Pz Army , 1 Aug) 

202. 'Foreign Armies West ' recorded confirmation 
from r eliable s ouroes of Headquarters First Conadian f.rmy 
being in command of the front on both sides of the Orne, 
on the western side to about 1 km SW Baron. (Foreif! J..rc.ies 
~' Sitreps , 21?. .£!1, 1 Aug ) . ,r..rmy Group D's Iiite l gence 
Report for 1 /wg mentioned the concentration of British a rmour 
at the west wing of British Second £'lXmy . Three armour ed 
divisions had been moved in fr01:1 east of the Or ne, they 
might be under an Armoured Corps Headquarters , according t o 
captured documents they .might intend r eaching Falaise via 
Vassy and Conde sur Noir eau. But according to other indicotions 
the pr obability of a forthc oming attack east of the Or ne 
was not to be discounted . ( t. Gp n1 . Intreps , 21?. .£.!!,, lo No . 
5305/44, 0200 hrs 2 Aug for 1 .Aug 44) 

2 Aug 

Re.alignment of Panzer Group West (~ Aug) 

203 . British Second Army's shi~ in weight to the 
western wing has been answered by r e-aligning the Panzer 
Group from east to west as follows : 

86 Corps 
1 SS Fz Corps 

58 Corps 
74 Corps 

2 SS Fz Corps 

Further West was Seventh li.rmy with: 

2 Para Corps 
47 P"z Corps 
84 Corps 

'!!l~ Gernan rorcos 1n Brittany lulu "been virtually cut oti .i·r~:1 
Seventh ~\:roy , and 25 Corps in consequence wcs l:!Bde responsible 
for the defence of the peninsula in direct subordinntion to 
A Gp B. To lead the forces assenbling south of 84 Cor ps (9 Pz 
Div, 708 Inf Div, and other s to cone ), Headquarters 81 Corps 
was directed to move from Rouen to thnt aren (W.D. A Gp D, 
August 1944, 2J2 .£!!., 2 Aug) 

*For the right wing of Fz Gp West , which had been deprived 
of all existing nnd pr ooised reserve.a. (Ibid) To obtain 
permission for r emoving 85 Inf Div fron FI'i'Eeenth Army's 
orea von Kluge ha.d to pr omis e exoho.nging it for a tired 
division from the central zone. He did so with the mento.l 
r es ervation: "in due courso". (!El:.£.) 



- 92 -
Wed e between Panzer 

204 . On the right and centre of the Panzer Group the 
dfty wns unevent:ful, on the left wing the situation w~s stab
ilized to some extent by 2 SS Pz Corps . Advancing from 
Le Beny-Bocage the British forces had nevertheless come 
close to Vire . Seventh firrny was falling back to the line 
Cnrville - NW St . Sever - Fontenernont - Le Gart . 2 SS Pz Corps 
had not yet been able to establish contact with Seventh .Army; 
a new attempt was to be made on 3 Aug . British Second 
Ji.:rmy seemed to aim at separating the two German il.I'mies . 
A thrust from. south of Caen towards Falaise might occur 
at any time. .American First Army apparently intended 
sealing off Brittany and throwing its main weight towards 
the Southeast . (Dnily Sitreps A Gp B, 2 Aug) 

Hi tler demands an armoured Thrust in the Direction of 
Avranches ( 2 4ug ) - Von Kluge ' s Opinion not wanted 

205 . For days von Kluge hnd been seeking the oppor-
tunity to explain the situation and its implications in a per
sonal conversntion with some highly placed personality . But 
Hitler was bent less on hearing what the Marshal had to soy 
than on telling him what to do. At 2330 hrs 2 l~ug von Kluge 
received the Fuehrer's orders for the further conduct of 
the operetions in Normandy . While the War Diary of .A:rmy 
Group D does not contain nn entry indicating that this order 
was trensmitt ed by Genernl Warlimont in person , his presence 
at several conferences held in Normandy on 3 Aug(pnra 207 below) 
seems to make this probable . The purport of the Fuehrer ' s 
order was not recorded in the War Diary; von Kluge merely 
stated darkly: "O. B. West will inform OfilN person~1-ly of his 
own estimate and intentions" . There i s no doubt, however, 
that Hitler hed decided to cure the situation in his own 
way . Schrrumn writes: 

(2 Aug) ••• O. B. West WaJ. now directed to parr y the 
breakthrough with a counter- attack of strong 
araoured forces . To this end the mobil e 
formations still coI!l.ID.itted were to be relieved 
with infantry ~lvisions. The infantry divisions 
on the approach march were to be directed to the 
area between Orne and Vire where the front was 
to be held mainly by infantry •••• In this 
manner at least four armoured divisions were to 
be ma.de available for a thrust to the coo.st 19.t 
Avranches . 

(Schramm, Der Westen, p . 79) 

3 Aug 

Limited Withdrawal of Panzer Group West to free .l\.rm.our and 
straighten Lines (3 i'Ulg) 

206. In accordance with the orders received O. B. West 
instructed Seventh l'iX'IIJ.Y to make preparctions for an attack to 
r egain Avranches and des troy the enemy between Mor ta in and 
Avronches . The threat to Brittany was a r~sk that had to be 
accepted. The outcome of the thrust to Avranches would decid.e 
the Battl e of Normandy (W.D. A Gp D, 3 Aug ). The situation 
on the left wing of the ran.zer Group was still crit icnl but 
the timely arrival of 2 SS Pz Cor ps had halted what might have 
turned into an attempt to encircle Seventh A:rm.y. As 
a result of Seventh Army's withdrawal, 2 Pz Div was now fr ee 
for a mobile t ask (Ibid ). For the sc.me purpose 1 SS Pz Div 
wns to be relieved ~9 Inf Div end assembled in the nren north 
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of Falaise for transfer to Seventh J.\xey. To t r c.d e spac e 
for str ength und harmonize the lines of the two Armies in 
accordance with the latest developments at the right wing 
of Seventh 1.:rmy , li:rm.y Group B ordered a withdre.wal of the 
Panzer Group's forces west of the Orne in two successive bounds 
to the following lines: 

First movement {night 3/4 Aug) 

To st . lilldre - Orne bend at Moulin d ' .Anger -
northern outskirts Breaux- Beaucage - northern xio 
Montigny - northern fringe Nidalos - Cantelour 
- le Val - Pied du Bois l 2km. SW .. '..unny) ~ southern 
outskirts la Ferr~re Duvel - southern outskirts 
Montchnuvet - northern outskirts Montchru:ip -
northern outskirts le Desert (here junction with .2 
Paro. Corps) ; 

Second liovenent (night 4/5 11.ug) 

To east bank of Orne north of nnd olose to Thury
Hnrcourt - south bank of creek as far ns Roucnnns 
la Tourpini'ere - le Ruan - "St" in St . Jenn le • 
Blanc - northern outskirts Lassy - south shore 
of LU.li'ere south of Bresles (here junction with 
2 Para Corps) . 

BD.ttleworthy reargunrds to rema.Ln in cor:.tnct with the 
enemy but under pressure to withdraw to the now lines . 

New boundary lines : 

1 SS Pz Corps and 74 Corps 

Or ne ( on end P.f t er 5 Lug) 

74 Corps and 2 SS Pz Corps 

eastern fringe aux Cerfs (w~st cf 
Ondefonte ine) - Moulin de ln 
Ferrtere - bridge 3 km west of 
St . Jean - la Moissoni'ere -
northeastern rim of Ponteooulnnt 

2 SS Pz Corps and 2 Pero. Corps (Seventh -1rr:JY} 

western rio Carville - church 
Presles - northeastern ril:l 
Flers. 

Headquarters 5G Corps to be available for trnnsfer tc 
Seventh i.rny from 5 LU£ onwards . 

{W.D. Fifth Pz /.rmy , Vol of Apps, 
.QE cit , Appx 251 , Eberbcch, Ops 
NO.?"J0/44, 3 .. lug 44) 
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207 . 344 Inf Div (on coast defence duty in the Berck 
area north of 1 .. bbevill e was alerted for transfer t o the col:lbat 
zone south of t he Seine. The approach onrch of 84 Inf Div , 
363 Inf Div tmd 394 £13slt Gun Bde wns proceeding a s planned 
(W.D. A Gp D, 3 Aug). Di.ring the d£'.y Genera l Wnrlimont 
nppenred at the c onnMd post of Fanzer Group ;'/es t f or c. 
conference with Genernl Eberbaoh and his top aides and 
coilll!landers: 

On 3 Aug Gen- f..rty Ylo.r limont from OirJI paid us a 
visit~ We described our situ~tion to hio with 
complete candour and .fr ankness . \Ve suggested 
a retrent to the Seine ns the only possible 
solution. He nnswer ed th~t Hitler would never 
accept th~t . He was un~ble to giv~ us rui objective 
or hope for a positive solution . Those a t t he top 
expected everything from the counterthrust of 
Seventh ;,,;roy to ~vrnnches which we considered as 
hopeless . 

{lrberb~ch , Report , Trnnsl, pp . 41- 42) 

Convorsntion . Eberbnch ' s Wnrni 

208 . How c nr eful Germon gener nl s h nd learned to be in 
discussing matters unpal at able to the Fuehrer, and how 
pnthoticnlly futile wore Wr.rlim.ont's arguments at this 
conference am.or ges f r om the recorded portion of the conversation . 
Genernl Eber bnch had desori bed tho s 1 tuntion of the Panzer 
Group, stressing in pnrticulnr tho antediluvian anti- tank 
oquipo.ent of tho in.fraitry d ivisions nnd the limited supply 
of runmunition: 

Wc.rlimont : 

Eber bnch: 

Wo.rlioont: 

Eberbnoh : 

W c:r 1 i.IJ.on t.: 

Production is steadily increasing , but 
ot the moment ever ything is needed in 
the East • 

Ir seens thnt ultiontely the situation 
or the two l..rmi s s will bocome untencble . 

But you hnve beon able to hold on until 
now. If you cnn do this f or c nother 
month or two , this sw;mier ' s tlgbting will 
not hnvo been in vain . The British peopl e 
have boen assured that the we.r will end 
this ycnr . If this f~ls to happen, there 
exists for us one more great opportunity 
{serious efi'ects of Vl on mor ale} . 

The situntion of Seventh 1.:rm.y makes it 
necessnry to nrrive ct ~ big de oision. 

If the Norrarmdy front in its extent of 
120 kIJ cannot be hold , it will certcinly 
not bo fef\sible :further bRck (Seine -
1-t"'.rno - 'Yost Wnll ) • It is e. lso out of tho 
question becnuso no supply nrrc.n.Gements 
h QVO boon ondo there . It is nocess~xy t o 
withdrnw now from tho zone of Panzer .h:rrJY 
Wost four prnzer divisions f or a thrust to 
Avrrmchos end t o cut off the /~ericans . 
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If the SS divisions are pulled out south 
of Caen the enemy will a.ttnck there end 
break through . 

However, the SS divisions flre not in their 
proper place there ; they ere employed in 
an inm.obile role end not at the focal point 
of the enemy's effort·. 

Tho infnntry divisions now approaching 
will be coD1C1.itted there ns soon as· possible, 
but the SS divisions must bo held ready in · 
the rear to support the front~ The 
main question re.mains how the front 
can be held in the long run against an 
enemy so far superior in mcteriel. 

Two SS brigades can be moved in from 
Denm~rk; tho homeland and occupied France 
a.re be ing combed through for all a vailable 
material . 

Moving in tho SS brigades will take .from 
eight to t on dcys ; thnt is too long. 
Pulling out the SS divisions and launching 
them in tho d iroction of Avrnnches t akes 
l'\t lonst throe to four di::ys . ' And we do 
not know what the situation then will be 
there • . 

The enemy has now his first great success. 
He is now attaining tbnt which he hnd set 
as the objective [to be reached] within 
the first few days of the invasion . Within 
a mensurable period the commitment of 
completely new weapons will have its effect. 
Here tco the cuJ_prits of 20 Jul have cnusod 
delay. · But one may count on it that 
everything will move f aster from now on . 
The first thousand cf new fighter planes 
will be brought into action in the second 
half of August . There will bo hope then 
of brenking the enemy ' s complete supremncy 
in tho o.ir . · 

nut thero still r emains the question whoth Gr 
the situ Qt ion in the Seventh Army area con 
ever be restored again. 

At the present moment five divisions o.re 
en route [to Normandy] , and the coasts ar e 
to be depleted further . 

• • .. •. •. .. (W. D.- Fifth Pz Army, Vol of Apps , 
Q.]_ cit , .Appx 24£1, Memo: Not es on 
Wl\rliiiiont Meeting, 3 Aug 44) 

Work on Atlantic Wall halted (4 Aug) 

4 Aug 

209. The fir st phase of the Panzer Group 's withdrawal 
(para 206 above ) had been carried out as planned . ~ 9 and 10 
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SS Pz Divs were engaged in heavy fighting northeast of Vire . 
9 SS Pz Div had established contact with 3 Para Div (Seventh 
.Army} at point 119 . Mortain had been retaken by the Germans 
in the evening o:f 3 Aug and was lost again on 4 Aug. From 
Rennes enemy armour was moving to the West a nd Southwest. 
The assembly of the German armour for the thrust toward 
Rennes was under wny, but it would be imposs.ible to launch 
the undertaking before the night 6/7 Aug. The Advanced 
Headquarters of Seventh Army wc.s now o.t Le Selle la. Forge 
(SE Flers) . (Daily Sitreps A Gp B, 4 Aug) 

210 . In the nren of Pz Gp West 12 SS Pz Div was being 
relieved by 272 Inf Div , in the aren of Seventh Army 
2 Pz Div, 116 Pz Div a nd 2 SS Pz Div would be pulle~ out 
during the night 4/5 Aug . 331 Inf Div (in process of 
crossing the Seine) was to join Seventh Army; 668 GHQ. Hy A tk 
Bn, hitherto with Pz Gp West, was also directed to Seventh 
i'i.Xmy . With 2 SS Pz Corps pinned down nenr Vire, und the other 
armoured forIDD.tions a lmost equally indispensable . in their 
present locations, the t ask of marshalling the forces for the 
thrust to Avranches was difficult and al.most certa in to 
require quick 'on the spot ' decisions . Marshal von Kluge , 
therefore, spent the day with Hnusser at the Advanced 
Headquarters of Seventh 11rmy. Genera l Warlimont was at the Main 
Headqunrters of Seventh krmy. li.rrangements were made by O. B. 
West for a full dress conference at Ln Roche Guyon on the next 
day for the purpose of supplying Warlimont with all the det a 
required for the Fuehrer's information. The Conferenc e 
was to be attended by the Chiefs of Staff of fi.rmy Groups .D and B, 
the Naval and Air Comm.anders in France, their Chiefs of Staff, 
and the Military Governor of France.* O.KW issued orders to 
halt work on the Atlantic Wall and commence preparing 
defence lines in the interior of Franc e . (W. D. A Gp D, 4 Aug 44) 

not immediatel nvailable for 

5 Aug 

211. Local a ttacks on both sides of the Cnen- Falais e 
road were repulsed by the Germans. 12 SS Pz Di-v.. had been 
relieved by 272 Inf Div Gnd a ssembled f'urther south, east of 
the Cnan-Fnlaise road . 1 SS Pz Div was be ing pulled out during 
the d ny; the first two bnttnlions had been r elieved by the 
leading elements of incoming 89 Inf Div during the night 4/5 
Aug; 1056 Inf Regt , 89 A tk Bn nnd 3 Bn 189 f,:rty Regt (all of 
89 Inf Div) moved into the line during the day ; most other units 
of the di vision hed rec.ched the area 10-14 km. north of Fal aise 
(A Gp B, Daily Sitreps , 5 Aug) . c. of s . 1 SS Pz Corps esked 
in vo.in for pel".Clission to lenve the Panther Battalion of 1 
SS Pz Div in its present location. He was told the risk in 
thnt sector would hove to be accepted, 1 SS Pz Div (less renr 
units) was to move nt once to the Tinchebray - St . Cormier -
Flers· area (W.D. Fif'th Pz hrmy , 5 Aug). Pressure at the 
inter - army boundary was making 2 SS Pz Cor~o 1 aarl~" 
pnrticipntion in the planned attack impr obable . In the area of 
Seventh 1U$1Y a complete disengagemant of 2 Pz Div and 116 Pz 

*There are no entries to show whether the conference was held 
or not. It seems probable thot more urgent matters had demand ed 
the presence of ~11 concerned at their commnnd posts . 
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Div had not yet been possible . D.lring the night 
5/6 /wg 116 pz Div was to be relieved by 84 Inf Div. In the 
meantime 85 Int' had begun traversing the Seine; 331 Inf Divs 
crossings were well under way. In view of the almost complete 
depletion of reserves , 344 Inf Div (para 207 above) was directed 
to join pz Gp West with all possible despatch . Advance 
ele~ents of 708 Inr Div had ranched the general line Laval -
Loue - SW Le Mans , 9 Fz Div was being concentrated between 
Domfront end Alencon . (Ibid) 

212 . Lcte in the ovoning OKH informed h Gp D of 
' Foreign J:.rmies West ' s' npprecirtion of the qestern situ~tion 
in the sense thrt o.n imminent thre~t to the French south co~st 
seemed no longer to exist . -:~ O. B. ·Nest wns t o give considerc
tion to possible withdr~wals from thP.t coast . O. B. West 
noted that he h~d considered this question repeatedly end 
h~d ~sked for the tr~sfor of 11 Pz Div nnd 242 Inf Div to 
the northern a.rec, but h~d met with construit refusals . The 
fnte of the campaign w~s being decided in Northern Frqnce; 
if an att~ck on the South of Frnnco wns cloc~ly no longer 
to be expected he wnnted 11 Pz Div ~bove all , and at least 
two or better still throe inf~ntry divisions . (W. D. A Gp 
D, 5 Aug) 

6 li.ug 

213 . I n the nren of the Prulzer Group the day 
was one of local nttccks along the whole front west of 
tho Or ne . ( .. : .. Gp B, Daily Si traps , 6 Aug) . In the sector 
of 1 SS Pz Corps crtillory nctivity increased during 
the afternoon , i n the evening the opponent began firing 
smoke- shells on the Grimbosq - Ttur y- Harcourt area and 
undertook loc~l assaults on Lo Hogue and south of Verr1eres . 
The situ tion wcs interpr eted in the sense that enemy 
ottccks were to be expected in the next few days cgainst 
the entire front of 1 SS Pz Corps, 74 Corps end 2 SS Pz 
Corps (W. D. Fifth Pz 1.:rmy, Vol of 1\.pps , 21?. cit , Dlily 
Report 6 J..ug 44) . 10 Cdn Inf Bdo hnd been "fdentified at 
La Hogue . It w"'.s thouglL to be a component of what the 
Germans et the tine believed to bo 4 Cdn Inf Div (A Gp D, 
Deily Intreps , 2J?.fil, Int No . 5451/44 , 6 li.ug) . 

Situation forces von Kluge to lo.unch ill- prepared l.tteck 
wl thout Del ay { 6 Jt.u.g ) 

214 . Headqu~rters 89 Inf Div were ne~r the 
creek 1 ~5 kI: west of st . Gen:nnin lo Vnsson . The division 
hnd tf'\kcn over the sector from l SS Pz Div at 2130 hrs 5 Aug . 
Tho comb~t elements of the Division were virtur.lly complete 
in the sector by the evening of 6 A~. 1344 li.slt Gun Bn 
had a lso ranched the rxe~ ~nd wns· plnced under 89 Inf Div 
(Fifth Pr.nzer J..J:'ri!Y , Vol of : .. pps , .QE. cit , Report for 6 Jun 44) ~ 
In the reserve of 1 SS Pz Corps wore:-12 SS Pz Div t 
101 Hy Tk Bn and two b~tt~lions of 89 Inf Div (.!E.!!J • 
12 SS Pz Di v w~s being shifted to the nrec. south of Bretteville
sur- La.ize & Hendqu~rters 271 Inf Div werG "'.t Le Mesnil (enst of 

*l.t.llied forces lr.nded in Southern Fr~.nce on 15 lM.ig . It 
is possible t h"'.t ' Foreign .i.rmies West ' wn.s led -:str ay 
by /J.li ed decepti ve mor.sures , but the balnnce of the 
text gives rise to the suspicion thnt the whol e thing 
wns nn added b_i t of S".botege . (For t ext see : Si t r eps 
'Foreign l.:rmies West ', .2J2 cit , Kurze Feindbeurteil uns West , 
Appx to Si trep No . 1347, 4 i...ug 44) 
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in crossing the Seine; ndvruice elements of 344 Inf Div 
were rolling west . (A Gp B, Daily Sitreps , 6 Aug). 
6 Para Div (near Ji.bbeville) wns directed to join the 
forces south of the Seine. (W. D. A Gp D, 6 Aug) . 

215. Seventh Army was hard pressed; 
penetrations at and west of Vire could not be eliminated; 
Allied a rmour was a dvancing on Mayenne nnd Laval . There 
was no time for proper preparations of the plo.nned attack, 
the picture was chnnging constantly, it was hard to tell 
which formntions were definitely ovniluble and which ones 
had been pinned down ngf'.i n . During the late arternoon OKJN 
wns n l.most constantly on the telephone demanding a cle~r 
picture of the si tuotio .n , insisting on being informed of 
the exect composition of the forces to be committed, 
demanding full information on O. B. West's intentions and 
complicating the situntion by de.Illltnding the immediate 
replacement of distrusted General Funck (47 Pz Corps) 
by General ~berbuch. It wns too l ate to chnnge commnnders 
for the attack now being l aunched, but the matter wna 
bfought to n hend a few days l uter (para 231 below) . 
During the day the situation det eriorated to the point 
where Mllrshc l von Kluge f elt the nttack had to be l aunched 
now or never: 

Enemy signals dealing with our recognized 
intentions , discernible enemy regroupings 
and the pressure of superior forces on the 
criticfllly distend ed front of Seventh Army 
forced the l nunching of the e ttack which 
could no longer be postponed. At 2000 hrs 
116 Pz Div, 2 Pz Div, 2 SS Pz Div n nd 
elements of 9 Pz Div [not 9 SS Pz Div] 
lnunched the thrust towards Avr anches from 
the area east and north of Mortcin. 1 SS Pz Div 
following up as quickly as possible . · 

(A Gp B, Sitreps, £E, cit, Ops No . 5680/44, issued 
0100 hrs 7 Aug for Sit 6 Aug) 

httcck colln Mortain Area · von Klu e wcrns of ossible 

7 Aug 

216. Late on 6 .Aug the Germon forces committed 
to the thrust to li.vrnnches had c nptured f o.vourable stnrting 
positions . During the night and in the morning ' s fog 
they had gained some ground . Engaged in the advance 
were: 116 Pz Div 2 Pz Div, 1 SS Pz Div and 2 SS Pz Div. 
The mnss of 9 Pz b1v had been pinned down near Epron and 
was una.vailnble . By midday Le Mesnil Surdel.e(e, Juvigny ·and 
Morta.in hnd been captured . But as the skies were cloaring 
successive waves of Allied aircra~ smothered the attack. 
German airara~ had not been able to approach the air above 
the field of battle• The thrust had failed . (A Gp B, 
Deily Sitreps , Sitrep for 7 Aug) 

217 . At 1515 hrs 7 Aug ( Schrrunm, 212. ill_), 
Marshal Von Kluge roceived peremptory orders from the 
Fuehrer-. The outcome of the undertaking would decide 
the bnttle of Frruice; 2 SS Pz Corps nnd 12 SS Pz Div 
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or 21 Pz Div werG to follow-up regardless of consequences 
elsewhere; n~er the successful breakthrough the German 
forces were t o turn ncrth and by envelopment bring about 
the collapse of the enemy in NormEmdy. (W .D. Fifth Panzer 
P:rmy, Vol of Appx , 2.£ cit, J .. ppx 275 , A Gp B, Ops No . 
5498/44, quoting verbntill Hitler's. order (OKVl No . 77-274/44, 
7 Aug 44) to von Kluge . ) 

218. Commanding the waves to recede was Hitler at 
his truest . But 12 SS Pz Div and 21 Pz Div were now mere 
shadows of their former selves, 9 SS Pz Div was weak, 10 SS Pz 
Div had a total of five tanks fit for action at noon 7 Aug * 
and was hoping ngainst hope to have twelve by the next doy. 
(W.D. Fifth Pz Army , 7 Aug) . There wns no hope for success and 
no substance for reinforcing failure, if reinforced it must be . 

219 . In addition to nll this, ominous signs 
were now appenring in the sector between Caen and Falaise~ 
A minor assault on the lines of 86 Corps was beaten off 1 
but at Grimbosq the Fusilier Battalion of 271 Inf Div 
had been unable to r epulse an enemy penetration, a subsequent 
counter- attack by 12 SS rz Div' s Battle Group Wttnsche vnd 
101 Hy SS Tk Bn had fniled to eliminate the new bridgehead 
nnd the German lines had to be taken further back. In the 
area of 74 Corps , 276 Inf Div had been driven from Hill 
365, a counter- attack with Tigers , Panthers and Assault 
guns had been of no cvnil, it been.me· necass~ry to f all 
bnck on the new line~ Bois du Roi -- Le Plessis Bisson 

Le Quesnel (W. D. Fifth Panzer i'iXDy, Vol of Aprs , 2.E. cit, 
Apps for 7 Aug 44) 

. 220 . Despite nll Eberbach ' s pleadings to the 
cont r ary (W. D. Fifth Pz Army, 7 Aug ), in the evening 
10 SS Pz Div was given orders to move to the Tinchebrey 
- St Clement area, whence it would follow 1 SS Pz Div. 
1..nd 12 SS Pz Div was ordered to assemble its forces north 
of Conde, but honvy nrtillery fire felling on the German 
positions south of Caen w~s o.n indication of imminent 
developments nnd the for.Gll1tion did not leave the sector . 
85 Inf Di v wns warned to hnsten its journey to the Panzer 
Army , 331·Inf Div wnB still occupied with its Seine 
crossings , 344 Inf Div was rushing west by railroad , 
motor trnnsport and some lessor elements on foot ( A Gp B, 
Daily Sitreps, 7 hUg ). At noon A Gp D had reported the estimate 
that British Second Arny would soon be embarking on a ··:·.hrust to 
Falaise nnd the lun.ericons ndvqncing from Le Mans in an 
attempt to encircle the two Germf'l..Jl Armies . In a l ong 
telephone conversation shortly before midnight Blumentritt 
told Jodl of all the difficulties in Normandy and said 
O. B. West believed "a new decision" would have to be made 
in the event of the armoured Rttnck f niling to reach 
Avranches by the evening of 8 Aug (W. D. i\. Gp D, 7 Aug ) 

8 Aug 

221 . During tho night 7/8 Aug the expected Allied 
push astride the Caen-Falaise road got under way . In the 
Daily Sitreps of krmy Gr oup B this developnent was rerl ected 
in the following entri es: 

Fifth Panzer Army 

A:f't er several hours of increasing artillery fire 
and area born.bing , in the first hours of the 
norning the eneny launched the expected najor 
nttnck east of the Orne between Ln Hogue end the 
Orne·, with the centre of grr.vi ty astride the 
Cnen.-Fnlai se ro~d . 
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With the commitment of 600 tnnks and of fightsr 
bomber fornntions he succeeded in piercit! g the 
f r ont . By evening he hnd t~ken Cintheaux and 
Hautmesnil. 12 SS Pz Div , which had beon making 
preparations for moving to the west wing of 
Seventh li:rmy, hnd to bo comnitted to deal with 
the threatening breakthrough. 

lPight ing is continuing, the enemy is moving up 
strong reserves . Heaviest fighter- bomber • 
attccks ere continuing . /l!l attempt is being 
made to create c new front in the line St . Sylvain 
- Cnuvicourt south of Hautmesnil 
Bretteville [sur Laize] , and to destr oy 
the enemy elements which have ~oken 
through to the area :further south . Due 
to the heovy losses , the Panther Battalion ·,I 
of 9 Pz Div had to be moved to Fifth Panzer /( 
Army in order to denl with the situation • .•• 

l SS Pz Corps 

In the evening enemy e.n:n.our advancing 
turther south fron Cintheaux , reached 
lengannerie with his armoured spearheeds 
(40 - 50 tcnks) . The situation in the 
penetrc.tion area is at the noment not known , 
no r eports heve been r eceived from 12 SS Pz 
Div and 89 Inf Div. A [German] Flak oonbat 
troop i s just north of Grainville . Two 
battalions and one 11ght 'artiller y battalion 
of 85 Inf Div - at the moment 10 km nort h 
of Trun - ore being rushed to the penetration 
area . The Panther Battalion of 9 SS Fz Div 
is also being moved to the penetration point ••• 

IAle to extremely henvy artillery fire 
and fighter bonber activity our attack in 
Grimbosq C0r!l.0 to e hnlt and was broken off • • • 

( A Gp B, Daily Sitreps , Sitrep 
for 8 Aug ) 

x 
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Canadian Br eakthrough to Falaise barely staved off (8 Aug) 

222 . In Fifth Panzer Army ' s War Diary the day ' s 
events were recorded in considerable detail : 

0030 hrs Ops applies to ;.·.:rmy Gp B on the basis 
of situation as assessed by c. of s . 

1 SS pz Corps for the return to co.mmnnd of 
12 SS Pz Div and return to their former area. 

0045 hrs Lt- Col von Kluge* advises .Army Gp hnd 
decided 12 SS Pz Div would stand at the 

disposal of pz lu:my as heretofore . Nevertheless , 
all measures were to be t aken for a speedy 
trc.nsfer to the zone of Seventh J.,;rmy . 

0545 hrs C.' of S. 1 SS Pz Corps reports thnt the 
enemy stcrted to attock at 0435 hrs 

a.long the whole front of 89 Inf Div after 
severe drum fire and was able to achieve 
a bree.k- in between Tilly and Verr~eres . 
Single tanks pushed forward as fnr es St . 
Aignan . Situation cround Rocqunncourt is 
still unclarified . An crmoured bottle group 
is engaged in a counter- attack agcinst 
Pyramide . The enemy succeeded during the 
morning in occupying Rooquancourt . Elements 
of 89 Inf Div nre holding out nt this ti.me 
in the secondcry line near St . Aignan : 

La Hogue and Hill 75 are likewise still 
in our hands . The opponent 'ltt r:oked during 
the night against 74 Corps , following intense 
art y pr epo.rntion nnd laying down of smoke 
scr een , in the Le Plessis nren ~ This place 
we.s lost ; We were able to senl off the 
penetr r-.tion. 

1325 hrs A Gp B orders all preperotions to be 
m~de for rele~sing two projector bri~~d~s 

for despatch to Seventh Army. lu:my decides 
on 8 and 9 Proj Bdes . 

1355 hrs Ops 1, 1 SS Pz Corps reports: Most 
intense bombing by more than one 

thousE".nd 4 motored bombers, particularly on the 
right wing of 1 SS Pz CorIS • 

1405 hrs Ops 1, 86 tu:my Corps reports : 
200 tanks in aren Bellengr eville -

Le Bas de Bellengreville - Fr~nouville . 

1410 hrs o. of s ~ 1 SS Pz Corps reports : I 

100 truiks a:fe.advaneing~fron ·Fr.enouville 
in ·s·outher zy .direction. 

*Lt Col von Kluge , c. of s . Fz Gp Eberbech, son of Field 
Marshal von Kluge . 
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1420 hrs c. of s . reports the situction of 
1 SS Pz Corps and 86 Corps to 

c. of s . 1~ Gp B. He urgently requests 
Illi'two.f'1'e support ~gainst tenk concentra
tions nenr Rocqunncourt e.nd Frenouville . 
Generc.l Speidel will try everything to 
obtcin this support, but with little 
promise of success, ns all flying formations 
are com.mi tted in support or the attack on 
Avranches . 

A Gp orders : immediate despatch 
of two proj ector brigr.des to Seventh 
l'irmy . 

General Gnuse promises to get 8 
Proj Bde on the march immedintely . At 
this moment is is impossible to get the 
Projector Brigcde of 86 Corps on the 
mc.rch , cs the brignde is engaged in 
heavy fight ing ~t Fre'houville . Depa.rture 
presumably only by tonight . 

1425 hrs Army orders 2 SS Pz Corps to 
despatch 8 Proj Bde at once , Cmd ahead 
to Seventh Army. 

1600 hrs In view of the criticnl situnt i on 
of 1 SS Pz Corps and 86 Cor ps ( 600 

enemy tanks) , O.B. instructs General 
Go.use to nsk A Gp B for the return of 
1 SS Pz Div to the Panzer .liXmy. 11.S the 
attack at Grimbosq has also peter ed out, 
O. B. is consid ering moving bnck t he main 
line of resistmice during the coming night 
to the line Grimbosq les Moutiers 
Cintheux St . Sylvain ?iioult, 
pr obnbly even throwing straight into 
bnttle the newly arriving e lements of 85 
Inf' Div. 

1610 hrs c. of s . appli es to J.:rmy Group B 
for roturn of 1 SS Pz Div and 

bringing it undor command ~gain of Pz 
J:rmy . Army Group declines this with 
the justific~tion thct the r emaining 
elements of 1 SS Pz Div had already 
been committed by Seventh Army. 

c. of s . then describes the 
situet ion of l SS Pz Corps and 86 Corps . 
He draws attention to the gravity of the 
situation . 

1645 hrs c. of s . instructs SS- Col Piepkorn 
to reckon .with the detachment of 

battle group Oelboetter and 600 Engr 
Bn from the Corps . 

1700 hrs Fz i'u-my orders 86 Corps to 
get 9 Proj Bde on the march 

to Seventh J..:rmy, this very night . 

1730 hrs c. of s . describes the situation 
of the Pn.nzer f.:rmy to Gener al Speidel end 

pr epares him for the f ~ct thnt the .IIl£l.in 
l i ne of resistnnce will have to be 
wi thdrawn during the comtng ni5ht, as 
i t could no longer be held ngc~nst the 
severe enemy pressure • 

. ' 
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Even a stand in this new line 
would be unaertain . Army intends to 
commit elements of the newly arriving 
85th Infantry Division between 1 SS Pz 
Corps and 86 Corps , as no reserves 
were et tha dispos al of either Corps 
for the sealing of the gap . 

1750 hrs O. B. briefs Lt-Col von Kluge on 
the situation. The morale of the 

infantry has fallon appreciably despite 
energetic i ntervention of the division 
commanders. . O. B. propos es thnt the 
order to hand over a second projector 
brigade be annulled . The return of 
1 SS Pz Div is once more declined by 
the f.:rmy Group . In factL it is being 
considered that 9 SS Pz Div be thrown 
into the Seventh lirmy ' s attnck. 

~ls there can no longer be any 
thought of halting on the main line 
of resistc.n~e , which bas been pierc ed 
in nany places, O. B. applies for withdre.vml 
of the mo.in line of r esistance to: 
Troarn St . Pierre Moult 
Billy - St . Sylvain Cauvicourt 

Bretteville Les Moutiers Le 
B~s . O. B. requests a decision most 
urgently . 

1910 hrs c. of s . 1 SS Pz Corps report& . 
that the occupation of the line st . 

lugnnn Conteville will not be 
possible now, as only small groups 
are now fighting in this a.rec. and the 
enemy hes nlre~dy pushod through with 
tanks c.s f c.r flS Hc.uttlesnil . Hence he 
proposes the line suggested by O. B. 
to O.B. West , that is 12 SS Pz Div 
would move into the line St . Sylvcin 
inclusive Cnuvicourt exclusive , 
85 Inf Div: Cauvicourt inclusive 
Bretteville exclusive . Thence 271 Int 
Div . The "Second Position" o.t cbout 
Gro.inville Conde will be occupied 
by the newly attached 85 Inf Div . 

2000 hrs 1'irmy Group B orders iomedinte 
transfer of one Arty Bn of 74 

Corps nnd Proj Bde 9 to Seventh .Army . 
After an ~xhaustive description by 
General Eberbcch of the Pnnzer /iXmy's 
dif:ficult position, this order is changed 
to the effect thnt [only] one regiment of 
the Projector Br igade is to movo off . 

2100 hrs Telephone conversation between Field 
Marshal von Kluge and General Eberbach: 
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May I orient the Field Marshal on the 
situation? J .. t the front of 86 Corps 
the enemy has attacked between Chiche
boville - St . /dgnan and hes pushed 
forwerd into the area Conteville . Poussy 
and Conteville still in our hands . 
A number of anemy t'lilks knocked out . 

With 1 SS Fz Corps: There the 
enemy has forced his wr.y into the mein 
l ine of resistnnce ~fter uorie.l 
preper~tion more intense then on 18 Jul . 
Stcrting last evening nt 1000 hrs and 
lasting throughout the whole night . 
With o. ver y large number of tcnks , about 500. 

Whnt , 500? 

Yes , at Chicheboville ~lone there 
were 200 continuously throughout the 
whole d~y . The enemy has penetrated 
the nain line of resist~.nce t here and 
pushed for\vt.rd cs far ns St . /~gnan , 

retnken in counter- attack . Then renewed 
ar ea bombings , which crushed 12 SS Pz 
Di v so that only individunl tc..nks came 
bnck . The enemy pr essed forward fUrther 
sout h as far as Gaum.esnil o.nd is 
continuing hi s advo.nce . 1 SS Pz Cor ps 
has built up p bnttle line with anti
tank o.nd flck guns , which hns held so 
far. Whether this 'lino will hold out 
until t omorrow if the enemy attncks 
mor e ener getically is questionable . 
Actually , the new Infantry Division 
as well ns the Hitler Youth Division 
o.re 5C1/o knocked out . I shall be lucky 
if by tonight I run able to round up 20 
tanks , including Tigers . 

The onslaught continued throughout 
the whole day against 271 Inf Div. 

Detachments of Hitler Youth 
Division were thrown in there . They had 
consider cble casualties from enemy drum 
fire . 271 Inf Div: 2000 ccsuc.lties , 
infantry very weak , No success in 
ejecting the enemy from Grimbosq. On the 
contrary, with new tanks which he is 
continuously bringing across the river, 
he has taken Brieux. On 74 Corps ' f r ont 
the enemy hns attacked energetically and 
so far , br oken through the main line of 
resistance with 40 tanks in the direction 
of Cauville. Le Plessis was c~ptured by 
him, but since noon it is beck ~gain in 
our hands . 

Located opposite 74 Corps : 7 Br it 
Armd Div , 8 Brit l..rmd Bde , 27 Br it hl-md 
Bde , 50 and 53 Brit Inf Divs . The opponent 
will , with good weather , again continue 
his attacks tomorrow and endeavour to 
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push through in the direction of Falaise. 
I will commit , as second line , two Gren 
Bns , one Arty Bn and one 8 . 8cm Ju.ti Tk 
Coy. I must confess quite trankly that 
I am looking forward to tomorrow with 
anxiety . 

2100 hrs I can understand thet . 

I cannot truce out the two mortar 
brigades before nightfall . 

You are not giving up a whole 
brigade but only a r egi nent; arrange 
this with Seventh 1.:roy yourself . Likewise 
the Russian l.:rty Bn 15 . 5 cm re.mo.ins 
with you . We must both be clear thereon , 
tomorrow or the day after, there will be 
a decision here . I run unfortunately not 
in a position to send you ~nything . 

Whatever can still be brought across the 
Seine will be sent to you under all circum
stances. 

That this would all go so quickly , 
we too did not expect . But I can i.magino 
that it did not happen quite so unexpect
edly. 

I have alweys anticipated this and 
have alwnys looked forward to the coming 
day with a very henvy heert . 

2115 hrs SS-Col Kraemer reports , thnt 
according to a message from 89 Inf 

Div an enemy '\rraoured spearhead of 40 to 
50 tanks hes broken through ~t Hr utmesnil 
and is s aid to be ne~r Lnng'lllDerie (N\V of 
Grainville) nt the moment . 

No turther forces of 12 SS Pz Div 
are available to fight r.g,_._inst this 
opponent ~s the bnttle group Oelboetter 
is also still fc.r off . 

And the le~ding ele~ents of the 
new inf:mtry division too will not be 
arriving before tomorrow morning . 

2125 hrs General Gau.3e enquires of Cmdr 
3 Flak Corps, whr.t forces flre still 

located around Langannerie and cvc.ilable for 
intercepting the tank thrust just 
reported . General Pickert states th~t, 
south of Langannerio on 8. 8 cm tc.nk trap 
has been constructed . In addition he h~s 
also ordered forwerd a Flak bnttle group 
from the Orne , but it would not be able 
to arrive there tJrore tomorrow morning . 

2135 hrs 2 sa.·pz Corrs rocei ves order s f r om 
Army to get under way immediately 

to 1 SS Pz Corps any Pz IV and V still 
remaining with 9 SS Pz Div . Likewise, 
the Flak Bn of 85 Inf Div which is there 
at present. 
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2135 hrs Continuation of tel con between 
Field Marshal von Kluge and General 

Eberbach: 

Reporting that the enemy hes pushed 
through with 40 tanks to the South and 
has attained Lango.nnerie n0rth of Grain
ville . I have nothing le~ , as 85 Inf 
Div only arrives tomorrow morning . I have 
spoken to the Flak to the effect that 
they tnko'the 8 . 8 cm up front and thnt 
they be comnitted south of Grainville 
in order to intercept this tank thrust , for 
I have trepidati ons that the enemy will 
push further to the South as ther e 
is moonlight . The ~ituation is , that 
the Hitler Youth Division has been 
exhausted so much by area boLibings 
that 1 SS pz Corps was not nble 
even by means of r oving str.ff officers to 
get together a combat te~ again . 
Telecoms, wireless included, ore knocked 
out . 

2i Bns of 89 Inf Div are between 
He.utnesnil and Bretteville. 

How about the Arty? 

89 Inf Div nnd 12 SS Pz Div : 50% 
casual ties . 

1...s a last mensuro , I have set 
into mGrch this night 20 tonks ot 
9 SS Pz Div , but I fenr th~t , with the 
long approech march, only half of then 
will arrive toaorrow morning . 

2150 hrs c. of S. informs SS- Col Kroemer 
that he is despntchinb at once 

to 1 SS Pz Corps f r om 2 8S pz Corps: 
9 Mk IV end 7 Uk V tc.nks c.na, in addition , the 
Flak Battalion end the i~ti-Tank Bcttalion 
of 85 Inf Div . 

c. of S . 1 SS Pz Corps reports 
that the Corps would move Cad Post to 
Morteaux- Couliboeuf during the night . 

2220 hrs Continuation of tel con between 
Field Marshal von Kluge and 

General Eberbach : If you get back one 
Panzer Division which I had taken away 
from you, what will you then be short of 
most? 

Most of nll , to.nks aro lacking . 

Have you n Cocc~.nder who understands 
how to hondle t anks ? Where is the Concnnder 
of the Hitler Youth? 
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The Hitler Youth CoI!lI!lander telephoned 
me this nfternoon from St . Aignan; he was 
there to organize the resistanc e. 

That is "Rapi1 Meyer" (der schnelle 
Meyer) . H.o.ve you had news froo hi.l'!l since 
then? 

No news . That was before the area 
bombing. 

Early, or during the night? 

I mean the boob cerpot which was 
laid down anew towe.rds noonday. Since 
then , I have no further news from him. 

If I send you a tank formation; 
would that help you? 

Yes. 

Have you then a man who could lead 
them? 

Yes, that man wtlnsche. 

He is still there? Ahn! I run consideri ng 
whether I should still send you a Panzer 
Battalion. 

If it were possible . 

·Perhaps also another one from 
Alen9on. During the night , naturally. 

If we are lucky with the fog . 
If they could come to Falaise? I would 
spot fuel there. 

Yes, I will call you up shortly . 

2330 hrs Continuation of telephone conversation 
between Field Marshal von Kluge 

and General Eber bech: 

Has the situation deteriorated or 
1.rapr oved? 

One cannot scy ioproved , the 
opponent appears to arrange his 
formations afresh . All his attacks 
have been conducted with ta:nks without 
infantry. Since the Evening Report , I 
have the impression that everywhere , 
including 74 Corps, he is withdrawing 
tank forces to engage thee too in the 
main area of penetration on the Caen 
road in the direction of Falaise . I 
beli eve that tomorrow he will attack 
per haps even str onger still and on a wider 
front; from left flank l SS Pz Corps 
up to 86 Corps . Eneny has pr essed 
forward f~m Hautmesnil with very strong 
elements §hrough to Langnnne~.te. I hope 
that we succeed in destr oying the enemy 
during this night i n Lnngannerie where 
he is not supposed to be so st~ong (12 tanks), 
and hold the line St. Sylvain·- Bretteville. 
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"¥1th what forces will you do thet? 

Wi~h elements of 86 Corps (battle 
groups), and elements of Hitler Youth 
Division . 

No contact with Moyer so fer , only 
Wnsche is here . 

The tanks of 9 Fz Div will be sent 
ofr on the march fro.c .Argenten to Fa.laise , 
so that early tocarrow they will be hal"f 
way on. Thnt is n very weighty decision for 
me , a najor abandoill:lent of a.n order that 
has been given to me. I know of no other solution 
- have no :further forces . If it goes on 
like this t o.corrm1 , there will be no mor e 
stopping at all . 

~t 0500 hrs , a capable senior 
of"ficer of Fifth Panzer f'l:rm.y or 1 SS Pz 
Corps is to stc.nd at the r~ilwcy cr ossing 
800 m south of Falaise on the r oed leading 
from .h.rgentEl.Il to Falaise , forked roads 
south of the r ailway. I know that , in 
the l ong run , the forces will be inade
quate . 

2350 hr3 c. of s . 2 SS Pz Corps raports 
thnt tho tanks which wore 

earmarked for handing ovor , arc built 
into tho main lino of rosistnnc e ,.henco he 
would immediately sand the Tiger Battalion 
wit h 13 tanks at tho moment ready for action . 

(W. D. Fifth Panzer f~y , 8 Aug }. 

223 . The Ger.man r.rmour in tho Mortein ar ea wcs 
able to oake some headwoy in the morning , but was forced 
back egain kt er in the day . 11. Gp B intended str engthening 
the forces by .coving in 10 SS Pz Div , pe.rts of 9 Pz Div , 
two projector brigades nnd one G . H. ~ . heavy artillery 
battalion . Whether these ne-::suros , in cocbinction with 
a care:ful planning of tho attock would load to a successful 
rest'"Dpt ion of the undertaking "depended on developments in 
the mee.ntim.e". (A Gp B, Sitrep for 8 ~ug) 

224. O. B. West believed tte attempted encircleI.:!.ont 
of Fifth end Seventh hi-mies would be followed by a thrust 
towards Peris . He gave orders , therefore , to transfer 
6 Par 6 Div and 48 Inf Div from Fifteenth /..xmy to the area 
west &nd northwest of rc..ris . In addition he asked OKIJ/ 
for permission to despatch the following for ces to the 
"still empty" spaces of Pnris : 

from First !Jxmy: Army Headquarters and the 
f ..rm.y Troops 

fron Nineteenth /'..rm.y : one corps headquarters~ 
. 11 pz Div , 242 Inf Div 
and 64 Inf Div 

(\V. D. k. Gp D, 8 1..ug) 
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Panzer Group West r e - named Fifth Panzer .Army (8 Aug) 

225, On 27 Jul Panzer Group West had been told 
i t was being given Army status (par a 189 above ). Si nce 
then most of the Panzer Group documents hod been signed 
"Po..nzer lu:-my West". On 8 Aug Panzer li.:rm.y 1Vest informed 
all concerned of its new and now official designation: 
"Fifth Panzer Arny" . 

( ·,·1. D. Fifth Pz h:rny, Vol of Appxs , 
~cit , hppx 267 t Pz AOK- 5 , Ops No . 
8T5"'{44, 8 Aug 44J 

9 Aug 

226 . In the Dai ly Report of A Gp B for 9 Aug 
the developments in the area of 1 SS Pz Corps wer e 
described as follo~s: 

The bit ter fighting in the penetration erea south 
of Cintheaux continued all day . The sever ity of 
the battles ood the excellent efforts of our own 
t r oops were dononstrated by the disabling of 90 
enemy tanks today. 

J .. fter r epelling severa l eneny attacks St . Sylvain 
was lost in the evening . Soignolles, Estr~es , 

Bretteville le Rabet , Urville , Couvix as well as 
Bretteville sur Iaize were lost after har d fighting . 
Along the Caen - Falaise road the eneny advanced in 
the eveni ng to Chat~au le Quesnay (south of Grain
ville) . A counterattack with Tigers is under way . 
The eneny , who hos advanced via Bretteville in the 
di rection of Barbar y , has occupied the wooded area 
southwest of Couvi x . An attack from Le Bas towards 
the South wa s repulsed . 

(A Gp B, Sitrep. for 9 Aug) 

227 . Some additional inforl!le.tion taken f r om the 
War Diary of Fifth Panzer /i:roy , appears below in the form 
of par aphrased excerpts : 

The Panther Battalion of 9 Pz Div , which was 
supposed to become avail able to 1 SS Pz Cor ps 
today to prevent a breakthrough along the Caen 
- Falaise road , could not be committed . O. B. West 
ordered the unit to Seventh li:rmy . 

The arnour of 12 SS Pz Div - of negligible strength 
by now - was strengthened by the arrival of 2 SS Pz 
Div ' s Tiger Battalion . 

In view of the situetion , however , Gener al Eberbach 
in the afternoon authorized a withdr~wal during the 
night 9/10 Aug to the line : west fringe Moult -
west fringe Airan west fringe Bray-la-Cam~~gne 
- west ern outskirts of Fier ville- lo-Campaigne, 
weste7n· extr emity of woods SE St . Syl va i n 
Estr ees-la- Campai gne - souther n out skirts Grainvil le 

nor th fringe Boi s de St . Germain Cingal 
Thury- Harcourt southern limits of St . Pi err e -
Lassy . 
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Lt 2120 hrs Pnnzer Army told A Gp B 1 SS Fz Corp:i 
had only 15 tanks IV , 5 panthers nnd 15 tigers . By 
tomorrow it would be impossible to prevent e brec.k
through to Faleise . 

At 2200 hrs ;.;rmy Group B gnve orders for the 
i.Inraediate transfer to Seventh J,:rmy of one projector 
regiment from 9 Proj Bde (then with 86 Corps) . 

(G.M. D.S.-63191/2; W. D. Fift~ 
Panzer /i:rmy, P~rt II, 9 hug-9 
Sep 441 9 Aug , (Photostat 
981PA5 l D2) ) 

228 . H. Q. 89 Inf Div were 500 m SE Gletigny (5 kra 
NNW Falaise) . One grenadier r egi.ment , one artillery 
be.ttalion and a compeny of Engineers fro.ci 85 Inf Div ho.d been 
committed , the flf!SS of the formation would reach 
the areo. St . Pierre- sur-Dives (20 kn NE Falaise) -
St~ Marguerite (5 kms W Livarot) in the ecrly morning 
hours of 10 Aug . H. Q. 85 Inf Div was at Ammeville 
(10 km N Trun) . The Division was placed under 1 SS 
Pz Corps (W. D. Fif'th Panzer lirmy , Ap~s, Sitrep 
9 Aug 44) The lI!B.ss .of 331 Inf Div hnd crossed the 
Seine and we.s moving towards the line : Go.ce - Echauffene 

liube- sur-Risle (A Gp B, Sitrep for 9 Aug) . ~ 
r epr oduction of the German High Com.raand Situation Map 
"France" with t he German dispositions in Nor mandy on 
9 Aug 44 is being per.mnnently retained by Historical 
Section lG. S.)( OKW Sit Map "France" , 9 .Aug 44)(Photostut 
981HC ( D26 ) ). 

Von Klu e writes off Avrenches Attack. Hitler orders its 
renewal from Domf'ront Area Au 

229 . In the Mortein area enemy pressure f ore ed 
47 Pz Corps to yield some ground . In the wer dicry of 
h Gp D the Avranches nttnck was written off at 1035 hrs 
9 Aug: 

Due to the considernble increase in 
enemy pressure on the ground, end the continuing 
complete enemy superiority in the air, further 
successes are no longer to be expected from this 
attack group. 

(W. D. A Gp D, 9 Aug) 

But Hitler saw the situation in a di:f:ferent light . At 
1745 hrs General Jodl telephoned von Kluge . A new 
directive would r each O.B. West in the evening ; the 
thrust to ~vranches was to be repeated . The directive 
was received at 2300 hrs 9 flllg . It began: 

47 Fz Corps' attack , launched preaaturely and 
therefore without sufficient strength and in 
weather favouring the enemy airforce has had no 
success . It is to be resumed with strong forces 
at another point . To this end I recommend •••• 

(A Gp B, Vi se Fuehrer Orders, 2:E_ cit , 
A Gp B, Ops No . 5833/44, 10 Aug 44; 
quoting in full Fuehrer Order; . 
WFSt Ops No 772801/44, 9 Aug) 
(Photostat and Translation 981 A 
Gp B (D2)) 
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O~B ~ West was d iroo ted to launch the new attack from 
Dom.front and the area northwest of it . The group was 
to move first towards the Southwest , later wheeling to 
the Northwest . To release needed forces Seventh .A:rmy 
might be taken back . South of Dom.front the uni ts already 
in the area, and the divisions approaching from Fifteenth 
Army, were 'to form a fUrther attack- group and to follow 
the advancing armour on the left, covering its deep flank 
and 1 in case of need, thrusting also southwards into the 
northern flank of the American forces . Regarding the 
date of the attack the Fuehrer reserved the decision to 
hi mself . Imperative was the prevention at all eost of an 
enemy br eakthrough at the northern front , in particular 
at Falaise , the point of greatest danger . 1 SS Fz Corps 
in consequence would have to be strengthened • • • (Ibid) 

230 . With O.B . West ' s request for tr&nsfer of 
formations (para 224 above) Hitler ngreed on the whole : 
First .A:rmy Headquarters with all Army troops , Headquarters 
Sl Corps , 48 Inf Div and 6 Para Div from Fifteenth Army , 
and 338 Inf Div from Nineteenth Army might be employed . 
An additional division might be brought in from Fifteenth 
Army as soon as 226 , 64 and 59 Inf Divs of Nineteenth 
.Army reached the area of Fifteenth Army. 11 Pz Div , 
hO\vever, was not released for transfer . (Ibid) 

Eberbech to conduct Attack· Ob Dietrich 

231 . The attack from Domfront was to be conducted 
by Gener al Eberbach ; during his absence Sepp Dietrich was 
to command Fifth Panzer Army (Ibid) . Eberbach was tully 
aware of the catastrophic consequences of the proposed 
atte.ck . But he had no choice but to obey or d efy a direct 
order . From his extensive discussions of the subject in 
his postwar narratives the following i s quoted here: 

••• O. B. West gave me orders by telephone 
to turn command of Fifth Panzer 1..:rmy over to SS Gen 
Sepp Dietrich . The attack on Avranches is to be 
repeated in complio.nce with an order of the Fuehrer . 
With an emergency staff , I , subordinated to the 
commander of Seventh ilX'my , SS Gen Bausser , am to 
assume command of the panzer divisions which have 
been provided for this attack . I reiterated 
immedi~tely that I considered the attack as hopeless 
and that the assignment, therefore, would be very 
unpleasant to me . The orders , however, were not 
changed . I wns to go to Seventh krmy that s nme d ey. 

Upon my arrivnl , it wns obvious that 
Seventh f...rmy was not pleused with my being assigned 
there . The insertion of my staff between the l'>.rmy 
Staff and corps staffs was unnecessary , o.nd , in the 
prevailing situation, meant e very unpleasent 
lengthening of the command channel . So f e r C' S 

my dismissal es commnnder of Finh Panzer iirmy 
is concerned , I think that the distrust cgP.inst 
army gener nls Gn er the 20 Jul 44 incident was 
the decisive f actor . It would hc.ve been unaccount
able , otherwise , to t nke me awey from Fifth Panzer 
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Army n~er seven weeks of feultless comm.and end to 
give it to SS Gen Dietrich who w~s unable to fulfil 
the task. It clso would hnvc beElil uneccountcblc to 
subordinete me to tho C- in- C. of the neighbouring 
lu:-my for the purpose of ce.rrying out an atteck 
I had repeatedly d ocl~red as hopeless and for which, 
moreover, I w~s unnecess:try . 

(O .C.H.H., F. S.B. MS A- 922, 
Panzer Group Eberbnch and the 
Fo.laiso Encirclement , Transl . 
p . 11 (981SOM(Dl24)) 

Fifth Panzer Arlily: Corps BoundP.ries ( 10 lwg) 

10 JLUg 

232 . In the nron of Fifth Panzer 1..rmy the dny wr.s 
relatively quiet . South of Grainville the Germnns lost 
and recaptured Hill 195 . Harass ing fire w~s laid on 
heavy Allied armour and infmitry concontre.tions in fl 
great nucber of locclities north of 1 SS Pz Corps front . 
A major attack on 11 Aug or soon thereafter was cle~.rly 
to be expected (W. D. Fifth Pz !..:my , Part II , 2_E cit , 10 !1.llg) 
1 SS Pz Corps was forming n Corps rosorvo composed of the 
Bottle Group of 12 SS Fz Div , 101 Hy SS Tk En , 102 Hy SS Tk 
Bn (less one coy) , two projector batteries (S . P. ) and one 
assault gun conpany (G.M. D. S.-63181/4, W. D. Fifth Panzer 
Army, Apps 9 Aug- 9 Sep 44 , Sitrep 10 hUg)(981PA5(D5)) • 
.Amongst the new boundary lines reported were the following : 

86 Corps and l SS Pz Corps 

St . Sjlvnin (1 SS) - Le Bu (86) 
Mo.izieres (1 SS) - Vendeuvre (1 SS) . 

12 SS Pz Div and 271 Inf Div 

Tournebu ( 271) Moulines ( 271) 
Point 122 (north of Barberry)(271) 

1 SS ~z Corps and 74 Corps 

F3son (1 SS) - Thury- Ifurcourt (74) 
le Metairie (74) . 

74 Corps and 2 SS Pz Corps 

La Varende (74) 
Danvou ( 74) 

St . Jee.n de Blanc (74) 

(A Gp B, Sitrep for 10 Aug} 

233. O. B. West announcod tho tentative composition 
of the forces slated ror the Domfront attcok: 

Headquarters 47 Pz Corps 
Headquarters 58 Pz Corps 

2 , 9, 116 Pz Dive, 
2 and 10 SS Pz Divs 
8 and 9 Proj Bdes 
992 Hy .il.rty En 
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On the subject of the projected attack Reusser and Eberbach 
had evidently been unable to see eye to eye : 

The combat value of' our own forces is the criterion 
for the i'easibility of the attack. /is the views of 
Generals Hausser and Eberbech do not agree , O.B. West 
will bring about a clarification of the .matter in a 
personal discussion with both generals in the norni!l6 
of 11 J .. ug. 

(W. D. L Gp D, 10 .Aug) 

To prote~t the open le~ flank of Seventh /~my,.17 and 
18 G.il . F. Field Divisions were ordered to the battle area ; 
344 Inf Div , already en route , was directed to the same area . 
(Ibid) . .l.m.erican forces were surging northwards from Le hla.ns ; 
apparently the Allies intended to c~rry out the encirclenent 
of Fifth and Seventh Armies before m~ching on t o P~ris . 

(Ibid) 

234 . Lt 2115 hrs OKW was informed by O.B. West thet 
the enemy , a~er an initial thrust in easterly direction , had 
now whGcled to the North by way of Moyenne - Beaumont -
Bonnetable - La Ferte- Bernnrd , and in combination with the 
drive on Falaise was clearly striving to encircle Fifth and 
Seventh f.,..rmies . 81 Corps was uncble to protect the southern 
flank and the i ndispensible supply road /.lencon- Flers as well . 
To protect the staging area for the projected attack O. B. West 
requested ~uthority to conduct n _swift cmd shnr p panzer 
thrust pg. ainst the enemy spearheads ~ushing towards the North . 
(Schramm, p . 87 ; W.D. ll Gp D, 10 Aug) 

11 Aug 

235 . In the area of Fifth Panzer Army the day 
brought no major developments . Early in the morning 
the opponent again broke into the main line of r esistance 
at St . Sylvai n and penetrated the forest of Chateau Q;uesnay . 
12 SS Pz Div was unable to r ostore the situation. An 
armoured foray f r om Grainville in southwcstGrly dir ection 
was ultim£tely stopped . Minor attacks occurred also in the 
sector of 86 Corps . Shortly before noon Eberbach told 
Gause he had suggested taking the front to the rear of the 
Dives sector. Lt Col von Kluge told Gause that Eberbach had 
r eached the conclusion the avr3D.ches attack wes impossible , 
had r eported to higher authority in tbct sense and proposed 
an attack designed to protect tho [endanger ed] flank [of 
Seventh Arny] . 86 Corps r eported that the eneoy in the woods 
southeast of' St . Sylvain wus very strong; e counter attack 
without assistance from 1 SS Pz Corps would be hopeless . 
Towe.rds evening strong British forces broke into the lines 
of 2 SS Pz Corps at Chenedolle . Corps reported the front 
would be untenable unless 86 Corps nnd the le~ wing of 
1 SS Pz Corps withdrew to the 'Third Line ' . The 
flTfDY Commander (Dietrich ) told Gause the present positions 
of 2 SS Pz Corps were to be held at all cost . 2 SS Pz Corps 
thereupon employed its lnst r eserves to establish e blocking 
line le Coqs Hill 235 Campinots L' Aunay . 
Recognized ennour and infantry preparations seemed t o 
foreshadow attacks on 12 Aug on both sides of the Caen -
Falaise road and west of the Orne as well . {W. D. Fifth 
Panzer i.:rmy , Part II, 2.E. fil, ll Aug) 
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236. At 0200 hrs 11 Aug General Jodl asked O. B. West 
on the talephone for additional information regarding the 
proposed thrust against X:V .American Corps . The Marshal eaid 
363 Inf Div had beea.;;almost wiped out at the northern front 
and had to be replaced by 331 Inf Div , whichy therefore , 
would not be available for other employment . ·· Moreover , 12 
SS Pz Div had suffered greatly in the last rig attack, and 
89 Inf Div had almost been knocked out , so that 85 Inf Div 
could not be diverted from the area north of Falaise. The 
Divisions required for the Domi'ront att ack could not be ready 
before 20 Aug; the enemy was gett ing stronger; Eberbach 
had made an unf avourEble prognosis ; Hausser was overestimuting 
the fighting value of the available forces ; a clar ification 
of this all important aspect would be sought during the day 
in personal talks with the two commanders •• 

(A Gp B, Weekly Reports , 21?. cit , 
A G B Ops No . 5835/44 ,-0445'"hrs 
11 Aug ~ (Photostats 981AGpB(D3)) 

German Field Commanders report Domfront Attack i mpossible. 
Hitler demands Destruction of .Amer ican Forces in Area 
Le Mans - Memers- i.1.len9on (11 Aug ) 

237 . Reporting on his conversations with the Army 
comm.anders von Kluge said at 1215 hrs Hausser and Eberbach 
were now in agreement end he shared their view thnt the Do.mf'ront 
attack was no longer possible . Moreover , the situntion was de
teriorating from hour to hour ; it was necessary to rench a 
decision; this decision could only be to attack and beat the 
enemy nt Alen9on ; he desired an immediate decision (Ibid, A 
Gp B, Ops No . 5833/44 [sic] , 1215 hrs 11 Aug) . MeekIYE\greeing 
with Hausser rather than boldly setting forth his own views 
wns somewhat unheroic of von Kluge , but it was clever and 
errective . For Hau.sser was not merely a capable officer, but 
also a faithf'ul Nazi , and Hitler agreed quickly . After some 
hasty and desultory intermedinte decisions Hitler issued on 
order directing i n t he main: 

XV American Corps in the nreo. Le Mans - Ma.mars -
Alen9on to be destroyed by concentric ottack . A 
str ong armoured force under General Eberbach to drive 
from the Lille Guillarne Beaumont line into 
the deep flank of the l.mericans advancing in the 
JD.en9on - Mo.mers nrea . In the meantime strongest 
resistance o.t Falaise nnd Martain ; the intention of 
carrying out attack towards the West to be maintained. 
11 Pz Div t o remain with Nineteenth /i.rmy . To protect 
Paris and the rear of A Gp B, First Army to place a 
group of divisions in the Chartres area (338 Inf Div , 
48 Inf Div , later also 18 GJJi' Fd Div) . 

For full text of this order s ee : 
(Ibid, A Gp B, Ops No . 5951/44 
00)0 hrs 12 Aug quoting WFSt/Ops 

No . 772830/44, ii Aug 44, signed 
Adolf Hitler) . 
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Signs o t: a new Drive for Falaise ( 12 Aug) 

12 Aug 

238 . Fift h Panzer Army recor ded the day ' s events in 
the following entr y: 

The enemy continues his attack upon the whole 
front of the Army. Fighting was particularly 
vio~_ent in the sector of 1 SS Pz Cor ps , where 
the .enemy r eached le Bu [La Bu- sur Rouvr es] . 
After heavy artillery preparation he also 
succeeded in forming an entry into Thury
Harcourt . In the area of 74 Corps the opponent 
was able to extend his penetr ation near St . 
Pierre towards the East . Sealing off the gap 
did not succeed. Hence the Army commander applied 
during the afternoon to A Gp B for a withdrawal 
of the f r ont to the thir d line. 

Towards evening c. of s ~ orier.ts Marshal 
von Kluge on the situation : 0~ the whole the 
enemy con:fined hi.msel:f during the day to lo cal 
attack, the exception being a somewhat stronger 
attack against the centre or 74 Corps , which led 
to the breakthrough mentioned above . According 
to intelligence reports, however , the big attack 
south of Caen must be expected any day . In this 
area the enemy has completed the insertion of 
4 - 5 large armoured formations and has moved 
the assembly areas close to the foremost front lines . 

The Field Marshal too [like Dietrich] hol ds a 
withdrawal of the whole front t o the thir d line t o 
be premature and proposes the line : 1 km nor th 
of Esson le Vey Cantaloup l a Chapelle 

la Rocque . 

In the evening General Oause transmits the 
Field Marshal ' s order f o r withdrawal to 1 SS Pz 
Corps and 74 Corps •••• 

( W. D. Fi f'th Panzer Army , Part II 
QE cit , 12 Aug ) • 

2.39 . · In the intermediate situation report s of the 
Panzer Army ment i on was also made of an enemy advance from 
Barbery to Moulines , followed by hard fighting in the Moulines -
Bois Hal bout area. During the night 12/13 Aug , f r om the centre 
of 1 SS Fz Cor ps to the left Army boundary, the main line of 
resistance would be taken back to: Moulines - Cesny -
Bois Halbout - Esson - Or ne from Caumont to Clecr -
Proussy - La Chapelle - La Roque - la Vautrie Ll . 5 km 
E Chenedolle] . The attacks on the front of 86 Cor ps and 1 
SS Pz Corps were to be assessed as reconnai ssances for 
forthcoming oper ations . 

(W. D. Fi fth Panzer Army , Apps , 
Sit reps 12 Aug) 

240. The serious crisis north of Falaise on 8 Aug 
had revea1ed the firm Allied inteAtion of driving to and pro
bably past Falaise . With the All~ed southern flank being 
screened off in an obviously perfunctory manner , and lYnerican 
spec.rheads at the southern flank of Seventh Army veering to the 
North, incipient encirclement was clearly discernible . Inside 
of the newly formed front - arc Eber bach ' s forces wer e being 
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assembled for the thrust agcinst X:V U. S. Corps (Schrano , 
pp . 89- 90) . In the afternoon 01:':'/ inforned 0 . B. West of 
the Fuehrer's emphatic insistence on the execution of this 
attack. (W. D. A Gp D, 12 Aug) 

241 . Added harassenent seeoed to be in the ~eking . 

J.:rm.y Group G had reported 15 J~ug being oentioned freely as 
the d ~y of the forthcooing Allied ass&ult on Southern 
France. Nineteenth J,:cr;.i,y ordered the highest degree of elert , 
it wanted 338 Inf Div to remain with the li:rmy , and 11 Fz 
Div deployed astride the Rhone . (~) 

13 li.Ug 

242. Coriou.nications were disturbed almost everywhere 
during this day , and higher headquerters received little 
inforoation on developments in the e.rer.. of Fifth Panzer 1.:rey . 
In the :u:ny' s ;var Diery the following wcs enter ed : 

The withdrawal ordered on 12 Aug was 
carried out everywhere according to plrui . 
In view of the situr.tion the coaoc.nd post 
of Fifth Panzer 1.:rm.y is ts 1ng moved to 
Fontaine l ' Abbe (8 kn west of Berney) . 

In u telephone conversation the ii.rray 
commander told l.l:rny Group B' s Chief of 
Staff that Eberbnch ' s attnck tomorrow towards 
t he South would come too late . He 
insisted the Highest Comonnd ought to decide 
at last to remove tho forces we~t of the 
Orne from the thrent of encircle ~ent . 

During the dny enemy infantry and tanks 
attacked from Tournebu nnd succeeded in 
reaching the wooded nren further south; 
the enemy e.lso adv-meed into the woods south 
of ilcqueville . At Clair Tizon the enemy 
infiltrated through the defence . During the 
night 13/14 1~6 1 SS Pz Corps will take up 
the following line : Chateo.u Q.uesnay 
Hill 195 Cingluis le CoLUCanderie 
Clair Tizon lfortninville Chateau 
Meslay - Donnay Combrey. 

(W. D. Fifth Panzer Arey , 13 J .. ug) . 

distended Front . Re uests 

243 . Farly on 13 illlg J ... Gp B received a s ignal from 
the commander of Seventh : i:roy . He urged a north - south 
front through Fe.leise; "leaving the troops continuously exposod 
to the danger of a breakthrough could be of no avail" (A Gp 
B, Weekly Sitreps and Estinates , 2E cit , Tac HQ. 
Seventh llXIJJY , Ops No 731 (RadiogreJ:l No . 299) , 2230 hrs 12 
Lug , received 0428 hrs 13 Aug) . (Photostat 98lA.GpB(D3)) . 
In the evening O.B. West inforoed OKYI of his desire t o 
withdraw f r om the Flers salient (Ibid , A Gp B, Ops No. 
6044/44 , 1800 hrs 13 Aug , typed signature von Kluge, hend
signed Speidel) (Fhot ostat 981.AGpB(DJ)) . The contents 
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of this document were summerized by Schramm: 

At 1800 hrs 13 Aug O.B . West reported the British 
forces {seven inf divs , two armd divs end three 
armd bdes) were assembled east of the Orne , 
pointing towards Falaise and northeast thereof . 
L.nglo-i..oeric~n forces {fifteen inf divs , four 
o.rnd divs and three armd bdes) were tying dovm 
the northern end western f ront , end three nech 
divs and eight e.r.m.d divs were presu.mebly at the 
southern front . * On 12 hUg, covering themselves 
off towards the North an LJ:Iericnn force of two 
infantry end two armoured divisions had wheeled 
sharply to the West for a thrust into the r ear 
of Seventh /,:rmy o.nd to forestall the presumably 
recognized [projected] push of our own forc es . 
Thus the enemy is attempting to achieve o.n encircle
ment by ell means . 116 Pz Div hnd slowed down 
the enemy but had been unable to pr event his 
~ivoting , had been driven northwnrds and wns now 
blocking the enemy nt li.rgentan. 

l SS Pz Div '10d 2 Pz Div were rnking onl y 
slow progress ond would probP.bly hcve t o begin 
fighting during their '¥est - Ea.st coveoent , in order 
t o shake off the eneny in the rear . Moving up 
t'u.rther panzer divisions {9 o.nd 10 SS Pz Divs ) 
would be essential , as the strength of the 
formations had declined ond room for deployment 
was getting evor more limited . Perticulnrly in 
regard to supply, the situat ion wes making it 
necessar y to disengnge the r enr . 

To gain Panzer forc es , O.B. West therefore 
proposed to withdr~w during the night 14/15 Aug 
to a tendon line astride Flers o.nd to despatch 
all panzer forces to the Eberbe.ch Group ( except 
2 SS Pz Div destined for the pr otection of the 
southern flnnk) . If the pr esent distended front 
were nnintcined it would be penetrated and 
enveloped , and there were no forces nvailable 
for a r elief operQtion . Hence O.B. West's r equest 
for a new directive . 

{ Sohramm, pp . 90- 91) 

Canadian Drive on Fo.laise Resumed {14 ~ug) 

14 Aug 

244 . · The day ' s main event was t he launching of the 
new drive towards Falaise : 

Towards midday the enemy commenced the 
anticipated large scale attack with strong 
infantry and armour against the entire front 
of 1 SS Pz Corps and the le~ wing of 86 Corps . 

*The original text reads : "Against the loose defences 
of t he southern front three· mechanized and one armoured 
division can be brought into pl~ {Doc .2.!1) 
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Supported strongly by fighter- bombers he 
succeeded in reaching Rouvres - Ouilly and in 
pushing through with 70 tanks to Conde. He was 
also able to reach St . Germain on the left 
wing of 1 SS Pz Corps . 

Only by throwing in all available forces 
was it possible to seal off the breach there. 
In view of the threatening breakthrough towards 
Falaise c. of s . 1 SS Pz Corps applies for 
withdrawal of the mainline of resistance to the 
line~ Sassy Aubigny Noron . 

DJ.e to 1 SS Pz Corps being taken back, the 
left wing of 86 Corps is becoming visibly thinner 
and is threatening to tear open . 86 Corps , 
therefore , receives orders to seek out a 
new line in the rear of the Dives sector . 

At 1530 hrs General Gause instructs General 
.Kraemer to hold the line Ernes - Soulangy -
Bonnoeil for today [at least] at all costs , 
as otherwise the sole large highway to the West 
would be severed • 

.Kraemer does not believe that this line can be 
held , as the opponent is already inside St . Germain 
and is attacking with very strong forces (three 
inf divs, one armd div and one armd bde) . 

During the afternoon the Army receives orders 
for withdrawing 74 Corps and 2 SS Pz Corps to a 
new line . * The purpose of this measure is to 
disengage 2 SS Pz Corps for transfer to Pz Gp 
Eberbach. 

Following a verbal situation report by the 
0hief of Stuff to the Army Commander, who at the 
moment was at the headquarters of 1 SS Pz Corps , 
A Gp B was requested to move 21 Pz Div behind 
1 SS Pz Corps without delay , as the forces of 
the Corps had been depleted by the big attack 
in progress to the point where a breakthrough 
to Falnise could hardly be prevented any longer . 

Towards evening General Kraemer reports the main 
battle line could no longer be held because it had 
been pierced at numerous points . The Corps will 

*Ulring night 14/15 Aug to Pontecoulant - west of St ~ 
Germain - Bisli'ere; during night 15/16 Aug to Clecy - Conde~ -
Montilli • . The following to be disengaged and moved to Group 
Eberbach in the aren north of Briouze: 

night 14/15. Aug 
night 15/16 Aug 

9 SS Pz Div and bulk 21 Pz Div 
balance 21 Pz Div and H. ~. 2 SS Pz Corps 

(W. D. Fifth Pz Army, Vol of Apps r 
£E cit, Apps 19 , Ll4 Aug] Fifth 
Pz Army , Ops No . 930/44) 
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withdraw during tho night to the following line :· 
Southern extremity of the woods 2 km NW 
Vendeuvre - (linking up there with 86 Corps) 
~ Hill 80 Hill 78 Hill 175 Glatigny 

Leffard Treprel le Val la Mere (junction 
there with 74 Corps) •. Should the panzers of 11 Pz 
Div promised him for the following day not come up 
the Corps will not be able to hold Falaise tommorrow 
if the enemy renews the attack. Due to the day's 
heavy fighting 86 Corps requests that the main line 
be taken back to the line: woods NW Vendeuvre 
Magny- la-Campagne Vieux Fumes Airan •••• 

(W.D. Firth Panzer .Ar my , 14 Aug) 

Hitler ~nsists on Attack in 1Uen9on - Carrouges Area (14 Aug) 

245, In the meantime Marshal von Kluge ' s pessimistic 
situation report of 13 Aug (para 243 above) had brought 
forth a quick reaction in the form Of a Fuehrer Order 
insisting on the execution of the attack ago.inst X:V U'. S. 
Corps. The order (WFSt Ops No . 772864/44) reached A Gp D 
at 0430 hrs 14 Aug (W . D. A Gp D, 14 Aug) nnd was relayed to 
A Gp B at 0445 hrs: 

The situation today in the rear of the Army 
Group is the result of the bungled initial attack 
against Avranches . Due to the enemy· J'OW having 
turned sharply to the West the dnnger exists of 
Panzer Group Eberba.ch which has been committed 
much too far to the North - becoming once ago.in 
involved in a merely frontal struggle devoid of 
decisive effects . 

Hence , once more I command : 

The battle ngainst the enemy in the !~en9on -
Carrouges area must l end to the destruction of a 
large portion of X:V U.S . Corps . 9 and 10 SS Pz 
Divs and 21 Pz Div can und must be brought in for 
this purpose. However, the a ssault group Eberboch is 
now at l ast to be committed so f ar to the South thnt 
the enemy will be caught in his deep f lnnk and be 
unable to l aunch a. counter- thrust of his own against 
[Eberbach ' s] right flank . 

Making 9 and 10 SS Pz Div and 21 Pz Div available 
will entail a shortening of the salient west of 
Flers . 

O.B. West must , however , be quite clenr on the 
fact that the more this front is moved towards the 
East , the quicker the enemy will move up ever greater 
forces against the southern fle~k between Do~front 
and Alen9on , Withdrawal to the to~don +ine on both 
sides of Flers is therefore to be oerried out only 
to the extent and c t the speed imposed py enemy 
action, 

By means of drastic orders the covering forces 
northwest of Chnrtres, and the formations henceforth 
arriving there , are to be thrown westwards toward t he 
line Mortagne Nogent le Rotrou , ·BO aa at. l:~a~t to 
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pin down strong enemy forces in thet area . 

The general directive for the coming days 
within the command of O. B. West is therefore : 

l))st ructi on of t he enemy around Al?ngon. 

Defence of Nineteenth i.:rmy ' s coast line 
against imminent landings . 

All fU.rt her directives depend on the outcome of 
the battle of Alencon . , 

signed : lldolf' Hitler . 

(.b. Gp B{ Misc Fuehrer Orders , ££ cit , 
17 Aug J (Photostat 981AGpB( D2} ) 

246 . . . Di visions of soldie:s shown on a situation map 
by divis i onal syrabols may be anything from a formidable force 
t o a sorry lot . To Hitler a division was a division -
and no qui bbli ng-, but Eber bach saw clear ly thot hi s formations 
had shrunk to the point where they would either be extriccted 
or slaughter ed in vain . In his postwar narrative he writes : 

Upon r ecE: i pt of this message on 14 .i~ug , 

(to ccr ry out ~'J.en9on attack~ I sent my lr~t special 
missions staff officer to A Gp B with the fallowing 
report : "Enemy attack with o. presumable str ength 
of t wo panzer divisions end one infuntry division. 
He has sur pr ised 2 Pz Div and 1 SS Pz Div while they 
were assembling in the forest nor th of Alen9on end 
has thrCMn them bnck to the line Lo. Ferte - 
Carrouges - Carice River causing heavy/ losseF" . 
Parts of 116 Pz Div annihilcted at Sees . Remno.nts 
hold against heavy enemy attacks both sides 
Argenten . Panzer strengths : 1 SS Pz Div: 30; 
2 Pz Div: 25; 116 Pz Div: 15 ; 9 Pz Div still has 
the str ength of one company. Owing to fighter 
bomber s by day and traffic congestion by night 
the fue l and ammunition situation is ver y 
serious . Lo.ck of fuel c e~ od 1 SS Pz Div to blow 
up a number of tanks . Unaer flank protection , a 
quick withdrawe.l from encirclement of Seventh L:rmy 
imperative to avoid catnstrophe . Execution of High 
Command order can be undertn.kon only cfter bringing 
up 2 SS Pz Corps e$ well as .fuel and ammunition , 
hence .it possible before 16 Aug . Success improbable . 

(Panzer Group Eberbaoh and the 
Falai se Encir clement , 2..E. cit , 
Tr ansl p . 20) 

Eberbnch forced on Defensive . Von Klu e wonts 

247 . Shortly e-±'ter midnight 14/15 ~ug , when the 
day ' s events had been fully assessed , O. B. West had OKW informed 
of the situation : The big attnck [on both sides of the 
Caen - Falaise r oad] had been launched . It had been halted 
for the moment but would be cont i nued . 1 SS Pz Cor ps could 
only stand fust if additional forces were moved in . 
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I 
To this end , 21 pz Div was being disengcged from its present 
commit-tent . fue to lack of tanks , fUel a nd munitions , es well 
as on account of the situation in the air , the attack ordered 
by the Eberbach Group could not be c~I'l:ied out . Group EberbP.ch 
had gone over to the defensive . The Group seemed no longer 
able to stend up under the enemy's superiority in the air. 
On 15 Aug O.B. West would discuss the situction once more 
with Hausser and Eberbach . If it was decided to desist from 
the attack the only remaining possibility was to break out 
with all for ces from the pocket towards the Northeast . This 
decisi on would then hove to be carried out without any delay 
(W. D. A Gp D, 14 Aug [0045 hrs 15 Aug]) . On 1 July Rundstedt 
had suggested the evacuation of the Caen bridgehead , and two 
days later Marshal von Kluge appeared ct his aeadquarters 
as his successor (paras 122 et seq above) . Now von Kluge 
had told Hitler the Eberbach attack was impossible , nnd two 
days later Field Marshal Model would appear at his headquarters 
as ~successor (para 260 below) . 

248 . D.l.ring the day O. B. West directed First Army to 
organize a blocking line Chartres - Orlec.ns . Radar reports 
of lcrge sea targets 50 km south of La Ciotat (hali'way between 
M?.rseilles and Toulon) lead to Nineteenth Army being alerted 
for n landing attEI!lpt within the next few hours (W. D. A Gp D, 
14 Aug) . In the Wee.Kly Situ~tion Report of A Gp B Allied 
intentions were said to be the encirclement and destruction 
of Fi~h and Seventh Armies . ~he transfer of General 
Eisenhower ' s headquarters to Normo.ndy was taken as further 
pr oof of a ' second landing ' no longer being pr obable . But 
t he ili rborne Army assembled in England might be employed in 
vonnection w~th the operntion ngninst A Gp B. casualties 
from 6 Jun - 13 .Al.lg had been: 

3, 630 officers 

158,930 Total 

(including 14 generals , 10 G.s .c . 
officers and 243 unit commanders) 

Replacements received : 30, 069 
Replacements in transit: 9,933 

(A Gp B ~ Weekly Reports, 2.E. £_it, 
14 AugJ 

15 Aug 

249. Imminent encirclement of the two German Armies 
and Group Eber bnch was now obvious . There were no 
reser ves to bolster the exhausted forces north of Falaise 
where the opponent see.med intent on advancing in the gener al 
direction of Trun . Southwest of Argentnn the enemy was surging 
forward at Ecouche and had reached a point within 18 km. 
of the pincer's northern arm (W. D. A Gp D, 15 Aug) . furing the 
early morning 74 Corps was driven from St . Denis . General 
Eberbach then wanted the Corps to stand fast in its present 
positions , but General Straube pointed to his utter lack of 
a nmunition and so.id the line could not be held without 
ammunition . The War Diary of Fifth Panzer Army continues: 
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Iltring the morni ng strong enemy a r moured formations 
with substantial air support once more attacked the 
le~ wing of 86 Corps and the entire 1 SS Pz Corps 
area . Near Ernes he broke through towards the East 
with 100 tanks end subsequently swung off to tho 
South towards Vendeuvre . He thrust to the East from 
Sassy and toward the South from Perriers . From 
Epaney he advanced to the cr ossroads north of 
Versainville ~ By means of counter- thrust we 
succeeded in intercepting the attack along the 
Caen - Fe.J.eis e r oad near Soule..ngy. 

At 1200 hrs c. of s . 1 SS Pz Corps repor ted 85 
Inf' Div had been almost wiped out and now consisted 
of a mere l i battnlions and two 8 . 8 cm guns . 12 
SS Pz Div had only 15 tanks left . The tenks of 11 
Fz Div and the r einforcement s in men which hnd been 
announced had not arrived so fer . On the right wing 
the Corps wns merely holding out ' in strongpoints . 
The support furnished by the Flak forces thrown 
in by 3 Flak Corps was very meagre because the 
batteries were loccted fer in the renr, in part 
south of Fnloise , for firing on air targets and 
hence could not intervene in the ground fighting nt 
a l l . Genernl Kra«ner therefore proposed to organize 
all Flak forces in his aren into Flak comb~t t ea.ms , 
bringing them up close to the main line of resi stt'..Ilce 
as support for the he~vily embattled infantry . 
The commander of 3 Flck Corps ngreed to this . 

According to a rout e mP.p cnpturod by 81 Cor ps 
from nmvly identified 7 U. S. l.rmd Div this Division 
had orders to drive northwerds with two spoerhe~ds , 

oue passing through Dreu.x ~nd the other one through 
Pe.cy sur Eure •••• 

At 1915 hrs Genernl Gnuse told the Operntions 
Officer of tho ~·;rmy Group the time hod come for 
withdrcwing 86 Cor ps behind tho Dives . There re.I!l£linod 
only tho question whether or not to take be.ck the 
northern wing too . i.:J Field Marshnl von Kluge c~nnot 
be reached just now he would decide this question 
for him.Self nfter consulting the comm.under of 86 
Corps . Shortly o.fterwnrds General Speidel announces 
thc.t 344 Inf Div nnd 17 Gil Div will be brought under 
co!D.IZlflD.d of the :u:oy with the mission to ~rotect its 
deep eastern flnnk . 

At 2100 hrs the itrmy Commander gave orders to t ake 
86 Cor ps back behind the Dives on the line HouJgote -
le Ham - Cleville - Mezidon . Junction with 1 SS Pz 
Corps on the southern outskirts of Moriers . On 16 
Aug A Gp B then gcve the order too for his withdr~w~l . 

The heavy fighting around Soulnngy - Perrier s e.nd at 
Epaney; and tho coaplete exhaustion of the t r oops , who 
have fought without artillery and anti~tank weepons 
and alnost without :fuel and nomunition , have no.de the 
situation untenable . [At 2100 hrs] , therefore , c. 
of S . ·l SS Pz Corps appli ed for n further rec ess i on 
of the mo.in line of resistance to the line : southern 
edge Moriera - Hill 73 west ern outskirts Courcy -
western outs kirts LJ:>uvogny . 

( W. D. Fifth Panzer lu:m.y , 15 1..ug) . 



- 123 -

]'i~h Panzer .Army under heavy Pressure (15 Aug) 
• 

250. Since early morning the expected Allied 
landing operation on the French south ooast was in full 
swing. .A:rm:y Group G and Nineteenth Army were reminded by 
O'FSl of their being held .fully responsible "beyond the 
smallest doubt" for the defence of the coast against an 
enemy landing. (W. D. A Gp D, 15 Aug) 

251. O.B. West 's Order of Battle an 15 Aug 44 
appears in Appendix "K" to the present report . (See para 
155 above). 

in 

252 . As noted earlier (para 247 above} M 
von Kluge planned on calling at Hausser's and Ebarb 
battle headquarters on 15 Aug . We do not know whet 
travelling merely to carry out his duty as tD any ot 
or possibly was looking for a death more mef'cif'Ul th 
hanged by Hitl er's henchmen (para 257 below) . At an 
his oar was shot up by fighter pl anes, his radio send 
destr oyed and the survivors of the party delayed for 
in chaotic traffic (para 257 below) 1 For almost 24 h 
there was no word from the Marshal; · nobody knew where 
and how to get in touch with him. Had he been kil1 
captured? Or was he negotiating a surrender behin~ 
Fuehrer' s back? 

.. . 
253. The disappearance of the theatre colDlll!lnd 
at the most critical moment created an intolerable s~~ 
No doubt a res ponsible Commander-in- Chief was n~ed'4 Wl.~ 
delay . But to Hitler the incident was probably not witli 
a pleasing aspect; it made it easier to discard another 
Marshal who had railed him. 

254. During the day General Blumentritt kept O'KY'f 
informed by telephone . O. B. West had le~ at 0530 hrs; s~··MC1111a., 
then there had been no contact . The .A:rmy commanders were 
besieging Army Group B for ~ major decision~ The sole 
course of action still open wns en attnck in order to make 
possible the extrication of some elements. The bottle neck 
would have to be kept open as wide as possible . A responsible 
commander would heve to be named forthwith; he would need a 
free hand to save what he could . "It is 5 minutes to 12 , " 
scid Blumentritt . (W..D. A Gp rr, 15 Aug) 

255~ At 2100 hrs he r eceived the Fuehrer's orders .• 
Nobody was to have n free hand ; Eberbcch was to attack 
immediately : 

The Fuehrer has ordered : 

Until Field Marshal von Kluge has been 
located on the bettle field Col-Gen Hausser 
will also command Fifth Panzer Army and Group 
Eberb!1.ch . 
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His order is to attack immodiately with 
Eberbach Group from the West and with 81 Corps 
from the Enst to knock out the attackin&. enemy 
wedge in the area around the north of Sees, as 
it threatens to surround the whole of' the three 
Ar.mies . To this end, Fifth Panzer Army must 
hold on to the area north or Faleise with all 
its might and must despatch to and bring under 
command of 81 Corps the infantry divisions 
which are approaching vie Rouen in the for.m. of 
battle groups . 

Seventh Army is to protect the rear of this 
attack towards the West. Just to what extent 
they can and must give way towards the East 
in so doing, depends on the position of their 
southexn t'lank and on the progress o:r the attack 
by Group Eberbach. Insofar as no in.f'luence 
of Col- Gen Hausser on the infantry divisions 
approaching from the Fifteenth Army exists, 
the¥ are to be provided with orders 
directly :rrom the Rear Hendquo.rters of Army 
Gn:>up B. 

signed: .ldolf Hitler 

{A Gp B, Weekly Reports, ..QJ2. oit.1 1.5 Aug ,. O. B. West Ops No27!744 
2115 hrs 15 Aug , quoting P\J.ehrer 
Order WFst Ops No . 772887/44 of 
1930 hrs 15 Aug) 
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257. Seen from Eberbaoh's point of vantage the Kluge 
incident developed in the following manner: 

On 15 Aug 44, I visited 116 Pz Div in 
Pom.mainville. While there I received a wireless 
order to meet Gen von Kluge in Necy. Although 
I waited for him for three hours , he did not come. 
In the evening, I received an order from A Gp B 
asking what I knew of the fate of General von 
Kluge. Soon afterwards another radio enquiry 
was received, this second message came t'rom. 
Hitler's headquarters: "Ascertain whereabouts 
Kluge, Report results hourly." The matter gave 
us .much anxiety, but at midnight von Kluge arrived 
at my command post. The reason for his delay 
was that enemy fighter bombers had shot up his 
car and his two radio senders. He had also become 
involved in the chaotic night traffic and had 
personally experienced the desperate conditions 
~revailing on the rear service routes. 
(Not until I was in a prisoner of war camp did 
I hear that these enquiries of the High Comm.and 
were not prompted by anxiety for the personal 
fate of Kluge, but by the suspicion he might have 
had a meeting with American officers in order to 
capitulate or surrender personally. Through 
investigations Hitler had ma.de in the meantime, 
he had ascertained that Kluge had p~evious 
knowledge of the 20 Jul 44 incident) ••• 

Was 

to y 

(Pz Gp Eberbach and the Falaise 
Encirclement, ~cit, Translo 
p. 23) 

Tells 

16 fillg 
• 258·. The best o.vo.ilable source of information on the 

day's developments in the general nreu of Falaise is the War 
Diary of lritth Panzer Army. In substance the following was 
recorded: 

Early in the morning enemy arm.our and 
infantry entered St . Pierre sur Dives. 

Captured documents show the enemy headed 
for Livarot - Lisieux~ 

1 SS Pz Corps was again embroiled in henvy 
fighting . 

IA.le to the henvy casunlties of the l ast few 
doys resist~.nce can be offered only at 
individual strongpoints . 

At St . Pierre sur Dives the enemy has opened 
a big gap between 86 Corps and 1 SS Pz Corps. 

The le~ wing of 86 Corps is now fighting 
with the front facing southward. 
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At Falaise the enemy achieved a breach which 
we were barely able to seal off. But the supply 
route through Falaise can no longer be used. 

17 GAF Div has been placed under command of 
Fifth Panzer Army. '1.Wo of its regiments have 
arrived and will be com.a.itted in the area of 
Ilreux under 81 Corps. 

Shortly before noon the commander of 21 Pz Div 
appeared at Army headquarters, but most of his 
forces were still west of the Orne. To keep the 
bottle neck open he wants to commit the Division 
at the focal point: Morteaux-Couliboeuf. 
Army concurs. 

Towards midday 86 Corps reports enemy 
penetrations at Airan, Cesny and east of 
St. Pierre. 

At about the same time Field Marshal von Kluge 
returned from Seventh Army and Group Eberbaoh. 
In various telephone conversations with Generals 
Speidel, Blumentritt and Jodl, the Marshal 
delineated the situation in the if/eat with the 
utmost clarity.* Army Group B issued orders that 
afternoon regarding retirement of Seventh Army 
and Fi~h Panzer Army across the Orne and the 
conduct of fighting to execute these measures. 
(para 261 below). 

To deal with the thrust of 7 u.s. Armd Div against 
D:reux and Evreux, 344 Inf Div and 17 GAF Fd Div 
(since yesterday under the oomrre.nd of the Army) are 
subordinated to 81 Corps with the proviso that 344 
Inf Div be committed between Laigle and Verneuil 
(para 259 below). 

In view of 1 SS Pz Corps' almost untenable posi
tion General Kraemer proposes towards evening to 
establish the main line of resistance for the 
coming night along NW edge Falaise - northern 
outskirts Damblainville - northern edge i5orteux
Couliboeuf - northern edge Courcy - Mittois; 
joining there with 86 Corps. 

In the evening hours the enemy succeeded in forcing 
an entry into Falaise with tanks. Bitter street 
fighting was raging throughout the night. In the 
sector of 74 Corps the enemy attacks in the ai'ternoon 
with tanks and infantry at OU.illy and Cahan. He 
succeeds in capturing le Buisson and la Bijade. 

*At 1245 hrs 16 Aug von KJ..uge told Jodl on the telephone: 

••• a thrust in accordance with the latest 
li\l.hrer Order cannot be carried out 

••• clinging to a hope that cannot be fulfilled 
by any power in the world ••• including an 
order to do so ••• is a disastrous error. That is 
the situationt ••• 

(W.D. Fifth Pz Army 1 Apps, 9 Aug 
9 Sep 44, 01\dit, Appx 24, Record 
of tel cons uge-Jodl, 1245 hrs 
16 Aug 44) 
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Arti llery is thrown in to fire on tanks with 
their l ast rounds of ammunition . To reestablish 
contact with the l eft neighbour the line Les 
Loges - Les Isles - Bardel le Val 
northern outskirts of Bre'el will be taken 
back during the night • . 

The ene.m.y advancing f r om the South on Laigle 
and Verneuil has been repulsed . 

(Condensed from W. D. Fift h 
Pz Ji.:rmy , 16 Aug ) 

259 . 81 Corps had been placed under Fift h Panzer 
fU!rrJY in the evening of 14 Aug ( Tu.ily Si traps A Gp B, 14 and 
15 Aug) . The Corps was to defend the southern appr oaches 
to the deep eastern rear area of the rEtreating German 
forces.. The situation of the Corps on 16 Aug wos somewhat 
obscure . Army Group B reported : 

81 Corps 

.331 In!' Div in line Gace - Beo.ufai 
IL!.igle . Enemy attack on Iaigle with 45 tanks 
was repulsed . 14 tanks were disabled . 

344 Inf Div Moving up from the Bernay area 
to the line Iaigle Verneuil ••• Verneuil. 
under attack. Situation still obscure . 

352 Inf Div Situation obscure . Blocking 
Groups have orders to fall back only under most 
severe pressure to the line Drawe - Le Boullay 
- Thi erry - Bereli"eres . According to r eports 
hitherto unconfirmed enemy advancing via Nogent le 
Roi to Conde [sur Vesgre] as well as towards 
Houdan. Infantry attack on Rrunbouillet was 
repulsed . According to an unconfirmed report 
American tank near Trappes (west of Versailles) . 

(A Gp B, Daily Sitreps , 16 Aug) 

Hitl er countenances Withdrawal of Forces West of .Faluise 
- Argentan ( 16 Aus} 

260. At 0450 hrs 16 Aug A Gp B had been advised by 
radio of Marshal von Kluge ' s arrival at the headquarters of 
Pz Gp Eberbach (~, 16 lill.g} . Shortly before noon 
t he Marshal appeared at the headquarters of Fi fth Panzer 
Army (para 258 above) . At 1155 hrs he told c. of s. O. B. West 
on the tel ephone that the situat i on of Fifth Panzer /J:rmy was 
det er iorat i ng badly ; what he needed was "a f r ee hand".* 

*A perceptible slanting during these days of cer tain 
entries in the War Diary of Army Gr oup B suggests that 
Bl umentr itt was ill- disposed towards von .Klu~e . 
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A few h~\lrS after the Kluge - Jodl telephone conversation 
(para 258tn) A Gp D received a Fuehrer Order countenancing 
a withdrawal of tdl e forces west of the Falaise - Argentan 
"tube" behind the Orne and subsequently behind the Dives . 
Falais e was to be held as a corner post ; Group Eberbach 
was to widen the gap by means of an attack in southeasterly 
direction. (W.D. A Gp D, 16 Aug) 

Von Kluge•s Withdrawal Order to Fifth Panzer Arm:y (16 Aug) 

261 . Presumably on the basis of this Fuehrer Order, 
Marshal von Kluge directed Fifth Panzer Army as follows: 

To: Fi:rth Panzer Army 

Intentions: 

Once the east bank of the Orne has been 
reached Fifth Panzer Army and Seventh 
Army will withdraw without delay to the 
sector of the Dives and the line 
Morteaux Trun Gace - Laigle. 

The entire withdrawal movement will be 
carried out under the overall command of 
the Seventh Army commander. 

It will be essential that the bottle
nec k is amply covered and maintained in 
the North and in the South. To this 
end it may become necessary to despatch 
a panzer division to the penetration 
area at st• Pierre. 

pz Gp Eberbach will continue to cover 
this wi t hdrawal as hitherto in the area 
Argentan - Gaea and t hen, after fulfilment 
of their battle or ders be disbanded . 

The following order of battle is contem
plated once t his wi thdrawal manoeuvre has 
been completed: Seventh Army takes over 
the sector from the sea to Laigle, in
clusive . Command Post at Fontaine 
l'Abbaye (until now the Cmd post of 
Firth pz Army HQ.) 

Gen Fz Tps Eberbach will again assume 
command of Fifth Panzer Army , command 
post: South of Vernon, sector: from 
Laigle to Paris-West. 

For the time being , and subject to change , 
all troops in thes e areas are brought under 
command of the Army in their zone. Inter
A:rmy boundary: Beauvais (Fifth) - N. D. 
de l'Isle Evreux (Seventh) Laigle 
(Seventh) Alen~on (Seventh) . 
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Furthermore, it is intended to bring in the 
mass of the panzer formations in the wake of the 
movements of the next few days into the area east 
of Evreux on both sides of the Eure . Orders for 
the execution of these intentions may be expected 
on 18 Aug. 

signed: v . Kluge, Field 
Marshal 

A Gp B, Ops No . 6078/44 , 16 Aug 
(W.D. Fifth Panzer Army, Apps 
9 Aug - 9 Sep 44, £E cit, Appx 
25, 16 Aug 44 [handwritten date 
confirmed by typed Index] 

Gap almost closed (17 Aug) 

17 Aug 

262. The day ' s most significant developments were the 
deep penetrations at rorteaux-Couliboeuf and Falaise. 
Clearly the Canadian First Army was straining every nerve 
to close the gap. 2 Pz Div and 9 SS Pz Div were committed 
at Morteaux ; infantry formations and elements of 21 Pz Div 
were fighting near Falaise . Seventh Army was withdrawing 
and Group Eberbach was under growing pressure (A Gp B, Daily 
Sitreps , 17 Aug) . The situation at the south and west sides 
of the pocket was somewhat obscure , but a fair account of 
the situation at the north side was recorded in the War 
Diary of Fifth Panzer Army : 

Falaise, the goal for which he had striven 
so lons, was captured by the enemy during the 
night Ll6/17 Au~~ in bitter street fightingo 
1 SS Pz Cor9s was able to intercept heavy tank 
attacks in t he line Louvagny - Mort eaux-
Couli boeuf . The lack of ammunition and fuel , 
as well. as the exhaustion of the troops , are 
steadily getting worse in all units . 

In consequence -- as reported by the 
[Corps ' ] c. of S. -- by nightfall the Corys 
will be located in the line Beaumais - Necy . 
In order t o establish contact with 74 Corps 
the inf'antry divisions coming from Seventh 
Army had to be extended towards the lert to 
74 Corps. 

Towards noon General Gause told 
Army Group B that in the event of Seventh 
Army failing to cross the Orne during the 
night, portions of that Army would un
avoidably be cut off . This was due to the 
situation of 1 SS pz Corps, \/here the left wing 
would have to fall back, during the night to 
the forest of St . Andre. 

lliring the morning the ·eneoy' resum-es 
• 



- 130 -

his attack in the centre of 86 Corps for a 
thrust in the direction of Livarot . He 
succeeds in advancing past Sto. Marie aux 
Anglais to the forest north of Les Authieux . 
In the area of 1 SS Pz Corps the enemy is 
pressing forward as far as les Moutiers 
with the obvious intention of closing the 
ring around Fifth and Seventh Armies . 

In order to avoid the threatening 
break through of the enemy at Morteaux
Couliboeuf -- and thus the closing of the 
cauldron -- the Chief of Staff [Fifth 
Panzer Army] at 1800 hrs proposes to Field 
Marshal von Kluge the immediate despatch of 
two panzer divisions from Group Eberbach to 
1 SS Pz Corps . General Gause said that an 
attack towards the North by these two panzer 
divisions was the sole possible way of keeP
ing the bottle neck open. General Gause 
requests again that Seventh Army be taken 
across the Orne in one fell swoop. This 
possibility had been discussed earlier 
between General Gause and the Operations 
Officer of Seventh Army. Field Marshal von 
Kluge thereupon authorized the execution 
of the proposal and issues orders in that 
sense . 

At 1915 hrs 86 Corps reports its left 
wing at Beauvatel without contact with 1 SS 
Fz Corps . The enemy is at present exacting 
pressure with substantial forces near Ste. lf&r.ie 
aux Anglais and les Authieux . In the case of 
attacks on larger scale the Corps will take 
the left wing to Coupesarte . 

C. of s. 1 SS Pz Corps reports in 
the course of the evening that he has issued 
orders for the Corps to seal off on the line : 
Mittois - Ammeville - Grand Mesnil les 
Moutiers - Beaumais - la Hogette - Bois de 
st . Andre. The Corps to hold this line in 
spite of the serious exhaustion of the troops 
and the lack of fuel . But [as a conditio 
sine qua non] 86 Corps must definitely make 
contact near Mittois . Fifth Panzer advises in 
this connection, that before the night is over 
two panz er divisions will be despatched to 
seal off the break-in at Morteaux-Couliboeuf. 

AB the supply of ammunition and fuel 
with vehicle columns is no longer possible 
through the narrow gap south of Falaise, 
during the coming night Group Eberbach will 
be provided for by air . 

Now , as for days past, the prevailing 
clear and sunny weather favours the incessant 
commitment of the enemy Air Force, thus makjng 
our own large scale movements by day possible 
only at the cost of heavy casualties . 

{W.D. Fifth Panzer Army, 17 Aug) 
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263. In connection with the projected dissolution of 
Panzer ·Group Eber bach after its withdrawal from the 
pocket, 2 SS Pz Cor ps had received orders in the morni ng 
of l 7 Aug for a qui ck move to I .is.i Aux . But with the pressure 
on Trun gr owing dec idedly worse during the day the Cor ps 
was dir ected to make a stand at Trun and keep the gap 
from being ~losed . This development has been described 
i n the post-war nar~ative of General Eberbach: 

On the morning of 17 Aug 44, II S3 Pz Corps 
and the projector brigades received orders 
to proceed immediately to Lisieux as a reserve 
for A Gp B. The fuel necessary ~or this move had 
arrived during the night before. Tre.nsfer of these 
units meant that gaps in the fro~t on both sides 
of Argentan which had just been filled were to 
be open again . I had nothing with which to close 
them. After a few hours , a new order arrived for 
II SS Pz Corps. The enemy had taken Falaise and 
the Corps was now to go into battle position near 
Vimoutiers as soon es possible~ They were to 
march during the day regardless of losses . Af3 
the Corps had lost all of its larger radio 
stations , it was dif1'icul t for Gen Bit trich to 
transmit the new orders to his divisions . At 
last , however , he ~ucceected in doing it and the 
Corps was set on the .mar~h to Vimoutiers during the 
day and undoubted] y \''ould suff'er heavy losses from 
enemy fighter bomQers . Late in the afternoon , 
when the Corps was on the march and only the 
commanding general wc.s still present , this third 
order came : uEneniy he.s broken through southeast 
of Falaise and is pushine on Truno II SS Pz 
Corps.throws enemy back and holds Trun . " Would 
Bittrich be able to · reach his divis.1.on commanders? 
The r~dio stations wlllch were a~eilable had been 
dismantled and it N~s difficult to drive on the 
utterly congested roads.. BittI·ich, however , 
innnediately set out personally in ~ attempt to 
reach his division cam~a.nder3. (I learned later 
that this o.ttampt had ::?.1il ~d.,) ..A..t the so.me time , 
116 Pz Div reportsd thn.t the enemy had overthrown 
the wec.k security de·~achment3 !ihich hnd replaced 
2 SS Pz Div enst of _\rgentrui and tad taken Le 
Bourg , St Leonard , und 1 further, that Chambois , 
was impassable because of the henvy enemy artillery 
fire . A rumor r eached t· z 'lihnt Trun had been 
taken by British tr~ops . The gap for the retreat 
of Seventh P.:rmy had a 'h:-endt~ o.f only ten 
kilometers ! 

(Pz Gp rberbach and the Falaise 
Lnc~rc~ement, op cit , Tr ansl 
P:Pc 24-25 j - -

Von Kluge r eplaced by Model (17 A!!,gJ_ 

264 . In the evening of 17 Aug Field Marshal Model 
appear ed at the headquart ers of A:::m:y Group B, presented a 
lett er f r om Hitler and relieved Marshal von Kluge . The moment 
was not a propitious one . Within hours his Armies .might be 

" 
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crushed . Would he succeed in extricating wcrthwhile forces 
from the grasp of the raging enemy? And if so , were they not 
merely being preserved , purhaps, for other feats of paranoia 
strategy? 

265 . According to laconic entries in the War Diary 
of Army Group D, Headquarters A:rmy Group B was informed of 
the impending change in command at 1900 hrs 17 Aug . Barely 
one hour later Marshal Model turned up ct Le. Roche Guyon . In 
the ebsence of mor e detailed contemporery evidence , Zimmerman.n ' s 
version of the surrounding circumstances is being quoted 
below : 

On 17 Aug 44 Gcnfldm Model arrived 
entirely uhexpectcdly at the command 
post of A Gp B nnd delivered to Genfldm von 
Kluge e hendwritten message from JJiolf Hitler. 
Its content was approximately ns follows : 
Hitler was convinced Von Kluge had undertaken 
too much during the previous weeks and was in 
need of u rest . He hcd therefore decided to 
appoint Genfldm Model simultaneously c~in-C . 

West end Cmdr, A Gp B. (What motives actually 
led to the removal of Von Kluge r emains a 
mo.tter for speculation , since et the time I 
lacked .knowledge of the me.tt or.} 

The OB WEST Chief of Staff , Gen 
Blumentritt , drove once more to La Roche Guyon 
to take leave of Genfldm von Kluge and report to 
Genfldm Model . I d~ not kown exactly the details 
of what was discussed thero . In later conver
sations i~ was r eveal ed that Von Kluge was very 
grievously affected by his unexpected relief nnd 
could not beer the thought of having to l eave 
his struggling troops in the Fala ise Pocket just 
at this critical moment . He is supposed to have 
intima.ted that o.s a Germnn field marshal , who ha.d 
wnrned and warned against the Avrruiches counter
attack only to be made responsible before the 
whole world by Hitler for its f a ilure, and who 
now must needs "go home " while his brave troops 
were dying in the Pocket, he could not go on 
living. {If other mntters , such as knowledge 
of or participation in tho 20 Jul 44 incident, 
played a r ole- - as was rumored-- and if so to what 
extent , I am unable to state. } To all accounts 
outwardly very calm and collected , he turned over 
all his af'feirs to Genfldm Model and drove off in 
a car (apparently on 18 Aug 44} in the direction 
of Metz. At the German border he ended his life 
by talcing potassium cyanide . (It was subsequently 
learned that prior to his departure Von Kluge h~d 
written and dispatched e l etter to Adolf Hitler 
in which he implored him, in view of the hope
lessness of ,the military situation to try 
bringing about a compromise with the Western 
Allies , so as to save at least the German East . ) 

(A study in COI!lIIl.O.nd, pp . 152- 153} 
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Von Kluge dies . Leaves Letter for Hitler: If new 
Weapons ineffecti ve War must be terminnted (l8 Aug} 

18 .Aug 

266 . Wi th the approval of OKW, the headquarters sta~f 
of O.B. West was moving on 17 and l8 Aug to Verzy (SE Reim.s) . 
At the same time the second echelon of this staff wns setting 
up new headquarters at Metz {Ibid , p . 154) . Accor ding to 
Speidel , Marshal von Kluge le'ft"'la Roche Guyon at 1700 hrs 
18 Aug \ Speidel , ~ cit , p. 137) . According to Jodl ' s 
Diar y Notes the Field Marshal was dead when his plane 
r eached Metz (Jodl , 2.:E cit , p . 37) . As we know , the Marshal 
left behind a letter , dated 18 Aug , in which he summarized 
for Hitler the reasons which ha.d inevita·bly led to the 
collapse of the German front in Normandy. He wrote it would 
have been impossible to prevent the breakthrough at Avranches ; 
the counter- attack at Mortain ordered by Hitler against his 
advice had had a decidedly adverse effect on the position of 
the krm.y Group; if the new ,,rnnpons proved to have no effect 
the war .must be ended (Speidel , ~ cit) . A f'ull translation 
of this letter appears as Appendix: "D" to the present report . 

267 . At 0900 hrs Marshal Model appeared at the 
battle headquarters of Fifth Panzer /ixmy for a conference 
with Dietrich, Eberbach , Kuntzen (81 Corps) , Gause and von 
Gersdorff . The Marshal said it was most important to re
establish a coherent front . Seventh .Axmy and Panzer Group 
Eber bach must be extricated as qui ckly as possible {W. D. Fifth 
Panzer Army , 18 Aug) . Shoring up the walls of the escape 
corridor was to be carried out by the following : 

towards the North: by 2 SS Pz Corps with 
2 SS Pz Div 
9 SS Pz Div 

21 Pz Div 
12 SS Pz Div; 

towards the South: by 47 Fz Corps with 
2 Pz Div end 

116 Pz Div 

(W. D. Fifth Panzer Army, Apps 
9 Aug - 9 Sep 44 , £E. cit , Appx 

3Y~, No~es on Conference with 
Field Marshal Model , 18 Aug 44) 

268. At the time of the conference 2 SS Pz Corps 
(then consisting of the remnants of 2 SS Pz Div and 9 SS Pz Div) 
was already past the line of the encirclement in the making . 
But with escape f r om car nage a lmost within r each the Corps 
was or der ed to keep the gap open and restore contact with 
Seventh Army (A Gp B, Daily Sitreps , 18 Aug ) and to this end 
all elements of 1 SS Pz Corps south of the line Morteaux- Couli
boeuf- Gr and Mesni l - Vimoutiers wer e placed under 2 SS Pz Corps . 
But by 1800 hrs all hopes of keeping the escape corridor open 
see.med to have been dashed , and General Gause asked Army 
Group B for an order instructing Seventh Army to atte.mpt 
with all forces an immediate break- through towards Vimoutiers . 
Tomorrow such an attempt would be possible only at great 
cost . Today some vehicles might still be saved; tomorrow 
this would no longer be possible. "Such an order , however , 
was not received from Army Group B". (W.D. Fifth Panzer Army, 
18 Aug) 
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Encirclement complete (German Version) (18 Aug) 

269. As we know, actual contact between the 
northern and southern Allied spearheads was not established 
befor e the evening of 19 Aug. To the Germans , however , the 
encir clement seemed to be complet e on 18 Aug : 

• • • During the a:t'ternoon and evening , however, 
the enemy succeeds in advancing past Trun and pust 
lu-gentan with strong forces and in completing 
a still loose encirclenent of Seventh J.1:f'r:ly and 
Panzar Group Eberbach • • • 

(W. D. Fifth Panzer Army , 18 Aug) 

• • • he succeeded in advancing past Trun to 
st . Iambert , where he established contact with 
the enemy forces from the south which had broken 
through at the edge of the wooded area east of 
Argentan [about 2 kms south of Chambois] . Thus 
he has closed the bottle neck, though for the 
moment presumably only with light forces . 

(A Gp B, Daily Sitr eps , 18 Aug} 

unable Seventh 
to bre 

19 Aug 

270 . On this day the headquarters staff of Fifth 
Panzer .Army moved to Canteleu , near Rouen; no other fact was 
recorded in the war diary of the Army (W. D. Fi:t'th Panzer Army , 
19 Aug) • 86 Corps was trying to make a stand on the line Loup -
Montville - Lecauce - Lessard - Buche. Allied forces had 
driven a wedge between 86 Corps and 1 SS Pz Corps ; and Livarot 
was under attack. 2 ss~Pz Corps• projected thrust on Trun 
failed to get under way; fuel was lacking , air attacks were 
fierce, r oads were congested . In the ranks of Seventh Army 
constant enemy artillery fire was inflicting heavy casualties . 
2 SS Pz Corps had been unable to re- open the escape corridor . 
The Seventh Army decided to attempt a break-out at Chwnbois on 
the next day . La Roche Guyon had been under fire sine~ 
0600 hrs ; upstream and downstream Allied forces had reache~ the 
Sei ne ; the headquarters staff of A:rmy Group B was moving to 
W2 , Hit lor' s wester n headquarters at Margival, near Soissons 
\VV.D. A Gp D, 19 Aug ; A Gp B, Daily Sitreps , 19 Aug). Communi
cations were badly disturbed; Seventh Army was in mortal 
danger; there was little time for keeping diaries . 

271 . As a t'orerunner to a directive that would be t'orth-
coming on 20 Aug (para 278 below), the :F\J.ehrer listed the 
immediate tasks in the West in their order of importance : 

(a) prevent Seine crossings south of Paris ; 

(b) prevent enemy from advancing northwards 
along the bank of the Seine ; 

(c) maintain bridgehead west of Paris to 
safeguard withdrawal of Nineteenth Ax.my . 

(W. D. A Gp D, 19 Aug ) 
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272 . The Fuehrer now shifted his attention to the 
problem of future strategy and the replenishment of the 
decimated Armies in the West . Twenty five new divisions 
would be required for the West within one to two months . 
About 100 , 000 men were to be called up in the homeland , 60,000 
men were to be supplied by the air force . 105 and 106 Pz 
Bdes , as well as ten artillery brigades, were to be brought 
in from the East . Plans were to be made for offensive operations 
to begin in November. Special attention was to be given the 
question of f'uel ; enemy :fuels were to be examined even now 
in order to establish how the Germans could use them to best 
advantage . (Jodl , Diary Notes , p . 36, 19 Aug 44) 

in dire Straits . Five Hour Battle at St . 

20 Aug 

273 . For Seventh Army it was now "do or die" . Cas-
ualties from air attacks and artillery fire were very heavy . One 
by one the few r emaining radio senders wore knocked out , and 
Army Group B in consequence received little information on 
the developments in the critical sector. By midnight , how-
ever , it was established that almost half of the encircled 
forces had been able to save their naked lives i f not their 
arms and their equipment . 

274 . According to the lone entry for the day in the war 
diary of Fifth Panzer Army , Seventh i'i:rmy was placed under its 
command during the day and Fifth Panzer Army made responsible 
for the front from the sea to the right boundary of First 
i'i:rmy [at Poissy] (W. D. Fifth Panzer 1'1rrny , 20 Aug) . This 
deci s ion mo.y have been a result of Seventh Army ' s generally 
unpromising situation and of the fact that the 
commander of Seventh Army had been reported missing in action. 
Actually General Hausser had been severely wounded , but this 
did not become known until he turned up on the next day 
with a battle group tho.t had been able to fight its way 
through to 2 SS Pz Corps (A Gp B, Thlily Sitreps, 20 and 21 Aug). 

275 . 2 SS Pz Corp5 advance to meet Seventh Army was 
moderately success:ful , it came to a halt south of Camembert 
and le Vigun . The day ' s big action was carried out by Seventh 
Anny: 

In the early morning hours of 20 Aug , Seventh 
J;;rmy , with 2 Paro. Corps and pz Gp "Eberbach 
leading, and 74 and 84 Corps following, embarked 
on the break out towards the Northeast and North . 
At first the attack failed to l!lake headway, but 
after a dashing attack by J Para Div it we.s 
possible to break out at st . Lambert and southeast 
of Trun , advance along the enemy ' s front and en
large the gap to an extent allowing one to reckon 
with the extrication of 74 and 84 Corps. n.ie to 
the heavY air attacks and the lack of fuel the 
buJ.k of the vehicles, guns and heavy weapons was 
lost •••• 
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In embittered close-in fighting about 
40- 50 per cent of the encircled forces managed 
to breek out and join hands with 2 SS Pz Corps . 
At St . Lrunbert sur Dives the battle for a breach 
lasted for five hours . 

Losses in materiel were very high because 
during the last three days enemy fighter - bombers 
had fired nearly all vehicles and fUel reserves , end 
the artillery guns hnd been destroyed by fire con
centrations from the enemy ' s he; vy artillery . 
Gradually the Army lost all its radio stations and 
thus became unable to carry out its command functions . 
The performance of the troops who broke out was of 
high calibre •••• 

(A Gp B, Daily Sitreps , 20 Aug) 

276 . Schramm r ecorded the loss of nearly all heavy 
equipment , but rated the break- out as one of the campaigns's 
great feats of arms (Schramm, p . 115) . Freiher von Gersdorff , 
Seventh Army ' s Chief of Staff at the time , in response to a 
question put to him in October 1945 during his confinement , 
stated in wr iting : 

•• • The main losses , however, especially 
the material losses , were not incurr ed during 
the break- through , but before , on 18 and 19 Aug . 
The Allied air operations on 18 Aug and the par
ticularly ~eavy artillery fire on 19 Aug destroyed 
the bulk of the .Army ' s vehicles , so that at the 
break- out only the men were present . Most of 
the artillery was destroyed before the break- through . 
Of the specially formed combat groups that made the 
breaks , I was personally in command of the group 
which ma.de the breach at St . Lambert. Fi~h Panzer 
Army then aSS'Um.ed command , as my staff had lost 
most of its officers nnd was no longer fit for 
action •••• 

(von Gersdorff , Normandy , Cobra 
ond Martain , £1! cit, pp. 13 - 14) 

277 . Of the general circumstances surrounding the last 
escapes from the encirclement Genera l Eberbach supplies the 
following account : 

••• The attack of 2 SS Pz Corps was to begin the 
night of 19/20 Aug . • •• • On the afternoon of 19 
Aug , I visited Bittrich age.in. He still had no 
tuel and had r eceived very insurficient quentities 
of ammunition . Despite this , he hoped to be ready 
for action in the evening. Additional fuel , how
ever , arrived in the early morning , but it was 
several hours before it was distributed and tanked . 
Army Group was urging us on . The two divisions 
[ 2 SS Pz Div and 9 SS Pz Div] were ready to f all in 
by about 1000 hrs 20 Aug . They were able to move 
only because of the bad weather which hindered the 
operat ions of the enemy air force . 
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Both divisions had a combined total of only 
20 tanks . One of the divisions possessed only one 
battalion of infantry while the other one had two . One 
road of edvance was packed with burned out vehicles 
to such an extent that tanks had to clear an alley 
before it was passable . As far as I can remember , 
one battle group of one division advanced along the 
route Vimoutiers - Trun and the other one along the 
road Camembert - st . I.am.bert . At first the advance 
made good progress . It came· to a stop, however, in 
front of a range of hills (Hills 258 south of 
Champeaux , 240 at Ecouches and 262 north of Coudehard) . 
In the afternoon, the range of hills was taken . 
After that , the advance made practically no more 
progress . Yet , in spite of this , a gap was forced 
into the enci rclement and the first 2,000 men who 
succeeded in getting out of the encirclement joined 
the battle group of the Divisions . During the rest 
of the day and throughout the night , soldiers with 
and without erms streamed out of the encirclement . 
Altogether, about 50 guns and 25 tanks might also have 
gotten out . The achievement of the units forcing the 
"breakthrough" was a great one . Nevertheless , as 
a force they could be used no more ••••• Almost the 
whole armament of the Seventh Army -- tanks , guns , 
radio stations, motor vehicles , and substantial parts 
of trains and supplies -- were lost . Even the number 
of r escued machine guns was insignificant . The 
number of men who got out a~er the ring had been 
closed can be estimated at about 20 , 000 . 

(Pz Gp Eberbach and the Falaise 
Encirclement, .Q.E. cit , transl pp. 
26- 27) 

Hitler Directive for Operations in the immediate Future (20 Aug) 

278 . Dlring the afternoon Hitler ' s directive for the 
further conduct of operations was r ecei ved by A Gp D und r elayed 
to A Gp B (A Gp B, Misc Fuehrer Orders , £E cit, O. B. West 
(A Gp D) Ops No . 745/44, 20 Aug quoting full text of 
Fuehrer Order WFSt Ops No . 77295b/44, 20 Aug 44)(Photostat 
981AGpB(D2). A translation of this order appears as 
Appendix "M" to the present report . Briefly stated , Hitler 
directed O.B. West: 

to hold the bridgehead west of Paris ; 

to prevent an enemy breakthrough between Seine and 
Loire towards Dijon; 

to reform the two badly battered Armies behind the 
Touques sector , a:rmour on the south flank ; 

if area forwar d of Seine could not be held , to 
fall back to and defond the line Seine - Ycnna -
Canal de Borgogne - Dijon - Dol - Swiss border 
(but Pari~ br idgehead to be held) . 

(12£. cit) 
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Counting the ii tiful Remnants of the armoured Di vis ions 
{ 21 and 22 Au_) 

21 Aug 

279 . Though using different expressions , Schramm and 
Eberbach leave no doubt that they considered the escape 
from the pocket a noteworthy feat of ar.rns (poras 276 nnd 277)~ 
This may be true enough , but it mny also be fflir to add thnt 
the troops were aflame with the c ouro.ge of despere.tion ~ nod 
the number of men who did breek- out mny have been somewhat 
smaller than the figure of 20 , 000 suggested by Eberbn-ch. 
Resenrch et some leter time mny :furnish an authenticated figure . 
At the time of writing , however , it c~n only be Sflid th~t the 
few infantry divisions in the pocket seem to h~ve been nlmost 
wiped out , and thot it would be a surprise to find thc.t meny 
more thrui 5000 men from the armoured fo r mations succeeded in 
getting away . Reporting to OKW on 22 Aug and 23 Aug (for 22 
Aug) A Gp supplied the following estimates of remaining 
armoured trength: 

v 

v 
\./ 

v 

\./ 

10 SS Pz Div four weak inrontry bc.ttnl.ions , 
no tanks, no artillery; 

12 SS Pz Div JOO men , 10 tanks , no artillery ; 

1 SS Pz Div weak infnntry elements , 
no tanks , no artillery ; 

2 Pz Div one infantry battalion , 
no tanks , no artillery ; 

2 SS Pz Div 450 men , 15 tanks , 6 arty pieces; 

9 SS Pz Div 460 men , 20- 25 tan.ks , 20 arty pi9ces ; 

116 Pz Div one battalion, 12 tonks , 
approximately two bc.tteries; 

Zl Pz Div four weak battalions , 
10 te.nks , artillery unknown 
(sitrep 23 Aug for 22 Aug) 

(G. M.D. S.- H22/59 , O.B. West, Dail y 
Sitre~s 25 Jul- 31 Aug 44 ( 981CW 
(DJO)) Sitr eps for 21 and 22 Aug 44) 

success i ve Defence Lines for the Withdrawal to the 
Seilie (21 AUg ) 

280 . The day ' s most significant developments are 
cited below in the form of paraphrased excerpts from the 
War Diary of Fifth Panzer Army: 

••• On the left wing of 272 Inf Div strong enemy 
armoured forces succeeded in advancing to the area 
1 km south of Lisieux • 

• . • in support of embattled 86 Corps 9 SS Pz Div 
was moved to Lisieux with orders to hold that 
place . 

• •• in the at'ternoon 81 Corps ' main line of r'3sis
tance wns toxn open between Dreux and Verneuil by 
t wo armoured divisions . 
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••• acting on instructions from the krmy Group, 
Fifth Panzer Army towards midday issued orders for a 
withdrawal to the line Deo.uville - Lisieux - Orbec -
Laigle. 

• • • iL. view of the precarious situetion of the 
Army ' s ~outhern front ( 81 Corps), general Guuso 
suggests to Army Group the preparation of artillery 
rear positions nbove and below Rouen . 

Towards 2200 hrs General Geuse notified the 
various Corps of the successive lines to which the 
b:rmy might withdrew "under certain circumstances": 

First Ll.ne : 

Second Ll.ne : 

Third Ll.ne J 

Fourth Lina : 

Honfleur - Cormeilles - Bernay -
Verneuil 

Crosley - Conchas - Nor1Il8Ilcourt 

Vieux Port - Junfreville - Evreux -
Foisy- la-Battaille 

Seine . 

(W. D. Fifth Panzer /lr!!ly , 21 Aug) 

281 . Earlier in the evening Marshal Model supplied OK:N 
with a special situation report . The remnants of Seventh 
A:rmy were to be rushed to the Beauvais - Seules area and 
reorgcnized there by H. ~ . 58 Res Pz Corps -- in the event 
of a major insurrection Paris could not be held -- Fifth 
Panzer 11.:rmy now in comm.and fro!!l west of Paris to the sea. During 
the night 21/22 Aug the line Lisieux - Glos - Orbec - L'1igle 
would be occupied . 18 GAF Div nnd 49 Inf Div were being 
rushed in t o seal off the enemy north of the Seine between 
Vernon and Meulan . Subsequently this ene.my bridgehead would 
be eliminated. Armoured forces were to be concentrated nee.r 
Evreux to reest c.blish ultimately contnct on the south shore of 
the Seine with the forces et Paris . (1 Gp B, Misc Fuehrer 
Orders , .Q:Q. cit , Field Marsho.l Model , A Gp B, O~s No . 
6390/44 rgoo hrs 21 Aug 44) (Photostat 981AGpB{D2)) 
Hitler ' s reply , signed "Jodl, by order" , arrived shortly 
afterwards in the torn of an order dictated over the 
telephone . Apparently Hitler mistrusted Model too , for 
the order was in substance n pointed reiteration of the 
earlier directive and of what Model hnd just reported as his 
intentions . (Ibid , WFSt/Opx No . 772974/44, 1930 hrs 21 ~ug 44) 

282 . n.iring the day OKJ{ notified O.B. West of the 
new forces being marshalled for the subsequent phases of the 
fighting in Ere.nee . J Pz Gren Div end 15 Pz Gren Div were to 
be moved in quickly from. the Itnl.ien theatre of war . i?. 
number of other formations c.nd units would become e.vailable 
at the beginning of September (Ibid , O.B. West , Ops No . 6894/ 44 , 
21 Aug 44 , quoting OKW/WFSt/Ops"\7LT West No . 0010144/44 , 
of 21 Aug 44) . Reading the roster of what would become 
available in Septenber wns unlikely to give much a id and 
com.1'ort to o. front corn:!umder . 
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Fighting Strength of Fifth Panzer Arm.y (25 Aug) 

283 . Allied efforts to reduce the German bridgehead 
south of the Seine were progressing apace , but another week 
was to pass before the last covering units of Fii'th Panzer 
Army crossed the Seine near Rauen . On 25 Aug Fif'th Panzer 
Army recorded its fighting strength. Of two proud Armies the 
following was left : 

17 980 infantry, 3J..4 pieces of artillery, 
42 tanks and assault guns . 

(W.D. Firth Panzer Army , Apps 9 Aug -
9 Sep 44 , 2E, _ill, Appx 50, 25 Aug 44) 

284 . The German forces in Normandy had been crushed , 
but Hitler would fight on. Some noteworthy engagements took 
place during the Panzer Army ' s last week south of the Seine . 
On the whole , however, main interest in this period attaches 
to the high level decisions and directives setting at that 
time the stage and pattern for the subse~uent phase of the 
fighting in the West . For this reason the pertinent German 
source material will be dealt with in the continuation to the 
present report . 

285 . This report has been prepared by Capt . A. G. 
steiger , Historical Section (G. S . ) . 

-------
for (C . P. Stacey) Colonel 

Director 
Historical Section (G . s . ~) 
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TEMI'ELHOFF, Hruls Geor g , Col G.s . c ., l Ops A Gp B: 

24fn 

VOIGTSBERGER, Cmdr 60 Pz Gron Regt ( 116 rz Div): 

16lfn 

W,.J1LI.MONT , "'falter , Gen l~ty , Deputy Chi of WFst: 

156 , 157 , 195, 205 , 207 , 2oc , 210 

WIESE , Hubert , Col G. s . c ., c. of s. 81 Corps : 

3fn 

WISCH, Theodor , SS BriGl'.dofuohror, Cndr 1 SS l'z Div: 

37 

WITT , Fritz , SS Bri gQdefuehr or , Cmdr 12 SS Pz Div , 
(killed approx 10 Jun 44) 

5C , 58fn , 91 

WUJlNSCHE , (1..2 SS Pz Div) Cndr of a Ea.ttle Group : 

219 , 222 

ZIMMERM11NN , Bodo , Lt Gen ; 1 Ops :lo Gp D 26 Oct 40 - 11 Mey 45 

12, 12fn , 13, 35 , 38, 119 , 130, 
164, 169 , 265 



il Gp B: 

A Gp D: 

A Gp G: 

XKII 

GERM/Ji R:>RM!~IONS 

.i\RMY GROUPS 

a, 11, 12, 15 , 23 , 24 , 
3.3 , 41, 42fn , 4.3 ' 44 , 48, 
54 , 66, 72 , 7.3 ' 76, 7G , 
Gl , 84 , 90 , 95fn ,lOO, 101, 

107 , 110 , 111 , 112 , 113, llG, 
146 , 156 , 157 , 158 , 159 , lG3 , 
203 , 206 , 210, 221 , 222 , 223 , 
226, 227 , 237, 23S , 242 , 243 , 
244 , 245, 246, 248, 249, 254 , 
263 , 264, 265 , 266 , 260 , 270, 
273 , 277 , 278 , 280 

(see r.lsC" : 
Model) 

Rommel, von Kluge , 

24 , 
157, 
163, 
loG , 
229 , 
279 

84 , 122 , 
157fn , 
164 , 167 , 
202 , 205 J 

245 , 260, 

134 , 
161 , 
169 , 
210 , 
265 , 

144, 156 , 
16lfn , 
186, 1C7 , 
212 , 220 ' 
271 , 276 , 

(see also : von Rundstedt , vcn 
KluGe , Model) 

l f.O, 241, 250 

k Gp Centr e (Russin): J?fn 

A Gp Northern Ukraine : 84 



' 

XXIII 

.h.rmed Forces Comnnnd 92 
Net herlcmds : 

Nevel Group West : 

Third l~r Fleet : 

3 Flak Corps : 

First Arm,v: 

9, 16, 
79 , 210 

Air Force 

9 , 119fn 

222 , 249 

ARMIES 

92 , 
237 , 

106, 
24C, 

17 , 

149, 
274 

17fn , 

190, 

7G , 

224, 230, 



Fifth Panzer Arm.y: 

Sixth Panzer .t~rmy : 

Seventh Arm..y: : 

Fifteenth Arm.r: 

Nineteenth tu;ny: 

--

(Prior to 8 Aug 44 known as Pe.nzer 
Group West (which see) and 

occasi onally ref erred to es Panzer-
!.:rmy West ) 

51 , 121, 102 , 189, 192, 220 , 
221, 222, 224, 225 , 227 , 231 , 
232 , 233 , 235 ' 238 , 239 , 242 , 
244, 240 , 249 , 255, 258, 259 , 
260, 261 , 262 , 267 , 270 , 274, 
276, 280 , 281 , 283, 284 

51 

10 , 
34, 

21 , 
39 , 

23 , 
41 , 

24, 30fn, 33 , 

·5z, 
36 , 

110 , 
157, 
193 , 
206 , 
215 , 
231 , 
246, 
262 , 
273 , 

G, 
41, 
73, 

. 95, 
149, 
106, 
230, 

92 , 
224, 
250 , 

44 , 
5J, 54 , 55 , 
94, 95 , 97 , 

113 , 116, 117, 
159, 164 , 186 , 
199 , 200 , "201, 
207 , 208 , 209 , 
221 , 'l22 , 224 , 
233 , 234 , 235 ' 
24f3 , 249 , 255 ' 
263, 267, 268 , 
274, 275 , 276 , 

10, 11, 15 , 
43 , 44, 54 , 
74, Gl , e5 , 
9C, 100, 113 , 

151, 153 , 161 
' 190, 20.lfn , 

255 

1071'n , 149, 
230, 237 ,, 241, 
271 

40 
·64 : 
103 , 
120, 
187 , 
203, 
210 , 
227, 
240, 
258 , 
269 , 
277, 

21 , 
67 , 
GG , 

141, 
163 , 
224, 

190, 
245, 

49, 
65, 

105 , 
121 , 
192 , 
204 , 
211, 
229 , 
243, 
261, 
270 , 
281 

24 , 
6C , 
92 , 

146, 
179, 
229 , 

192 , 
24f', 



a 

Pn..nzer Group Eber bach: 

Fanzer Gr oup West : 

222fn , 
245 , 246 , 
257 ' 250 , 
267 , 269 , 

243 , 
247 , 
260 , 
275 

24*, 
249, 
261 , 

244fn, 
255 , 256, 
262 , 263, 

(also referred to ns Panzer 11Xmy 
'rlest until ren~.n.ed Fifth Panzer 
.. ,xoy on 8 i.llg 44 ) 

4n , 
95' 

114 , 
126 , 
140 , 
149, 
161 , 
165 , 
173 , 
i r.9 , 
201 , 
20C, 

49 ' 50 ' 
100 , 102 , 
117 , llG, 
12C, 131 , 
142 , 143 ' 
151 , 152 , 
16lfn , 
166 , 16C , 
177' 103 , 
192 , 196 , 
20lfn , 
209 , 210, 

52, 
104 , 
120, 
135 ' 
145 , 
156 , 
162 , 
169 , 
185, 
19G, 
204 , 
211 , 

5Gfn, C4 , 
100 , 112, 
121 , 12lfn , 
137 , l)f-, 
147 , 14C , 
159, 160, 
163 , 164 , 
170 , 171 , 
1G7, l~?fn, 

199, 200 , 
206 , 207 , 
213; 225 

P.anze~ Group Afrika : 95fn 

CORPS 

1 SS Pz Corps : 21, 24 , 30fn , 36, 39 , 4'' ~ , 

49, 50, 51 , 58:fn, 64 , 65 , 
66 , 83 , G7 , 90 , 91 , 96, 
99, 102 , 106 , lOCT 110 , 117 . 

' 117f'n , 110 , 126, 136, 137~ 
142 , 143 , 145 , 147 , 160 , 161, 
164 , 165 , 166 , 168 , 170 , 171, 
174 , 177 , 1C2 , H>J , 1C4, 165, 
203 , 206 , 211 , 213 , 214, 221, 
222 , 226 , 227 , 22e , 229, i32, 
235 ' 23G , 239, 242, 244, 2.'~7' 
249 , 250, 262 , 266 , 270 



2 SS Pz Cor ps : 

2 Para Corps : 

3 Flak Corps : 

25 Corps : 

47 Pz Cor ps : 

54 Corps : 
{Res pz Corps} 

74 Cor ps: 

) 
76 Fz Corps : 

80 Corps : 

XXVI 

33 , 84, 85 , 86 , 102 , 105, 
107 , 108, 110 , 112 , 114, 116 , 
117 , 117fn , 118 , 118fn, 
120, 125 , 131 , 133 , 136 , 137 ' 
142 , 143 , 145 , 147 , 152 , 160, 
161 , 164, 166 , 168 , 170 , 173 , 
177 , 1\. 3' 184 , 200 , 203, 204 , 
206 , 210 , 211 , 213 , 217, 222 , 
232 , 235 , 244 , 244fn , 246, 
263 , 26? , 268, 270 , 274 , 275 , 
277 

52 , 53 , 
206 , 275 

83 , 187 , 200 , 203 , 

222 , 249 

53 , 

91 , 
136, 
174 , 
229 , 

187 , 

1C3, 
206 , 
244 , 

16lfn 

161 

97 ' 203 

102 , 
152 , 
187 , 
233, 

200 , 

169 , 
213 , 
249, 

108 , 
156 , 
189 , 
267 

203 , 

192 , 
219 , 
258 , 

117 , 
160, 
192, 

206 , 

196 , 
222 , 
262 , 

117fn , 
161 , 164 , 
203 , 215, 

233 , 

200 
2..32 , 
275 

2Cl 

203, 
23C , 



61 Cor ps : 

82 Corps : 

64 Corps : 

86 Corps : 

1 SS Pz Div: 

2 Pz Div: 

XXVII 

G, 
cc, 

230 , 
267, 

193 

10 , 
47 , 

203 , 

92 , 
136 , 
161 , 
227 , 
250 , 

DIVISIONS 

51 , 
110 , 
137' 
160 , 
206 , 
222 , 

41 , 
15 3' 
105 , 
216 , 
279 

24, 
90 , 

234 , 
260 

23 , 
52, 

275 

97, 
142 , 
174 , 
232, 
262 , 

54 , 
113 , 
144 , 
161 , 
211 , 
243 , 

54 , 
160 , 
167 , 
233 , 

41 , 
93 , 

249 , 

33, 
53 , 

103 , 
143 , 
167, 
235 ' 
270 , 

B7 , 
114 , 
147 , 
166 , 
214 , 
246 , 

91, 
165 , 
206 , 
243 , 

42fn , 43 , 
98 , 100 , 

255 ' 256 ' 

44 , 
203 , 
25c , 

34 ' 39' 41 , 
97 ' 140' 19 3 ' 

117 , 
147 , 
203 , 
239 , 
280 

95 , 

117fn , 
156 , 160 , 
219 , 222 , 
244 , 249 , 

104 , 105, 
ll7fn , llS , 

156 , 14C , 
168 , 
215, 
279 

104 , 
174 , 
210 , 
246 , 

153 , 
177 , 
216 , 

114 , 
177 , 
211 , 
262 , 

162 , 
220 , 

ll?fn, 
1C2 , 
215 , 
267, 



2 SS Pz Div: 

2 Para Div: 

3 Pare. Div: 

3 Pz Gron Div: 

5 Porn Div: 

6 Pnr o. Div: 

9 Fz Div: 

9 SS Fz Div : 

10 SS Pz Div: 

XXVIII 

53 , 
227 , 
277 , 

104, 
233 , 
279 

201, 20lfn 

114, 
243, 

52 , 209, 275 

282 

53 

214 ' 224 , 230 

188 , 192, 
216 , 221 , 

201, 203 , 
222 , 223 , 

OJ , 84 , 06 , 
llG , .llGfn , 
153, 159 , 160, 
176 , 177 , 162 , 
200, 209 , 21C , 
244fn, 245 , 
277 , 279 , 230 

33 ' 
llC, 
152 , 
134, 
233, 

84 , 
125 , 
153 , 
200, 
243 , 

B6 , 
136, 
160 , 
209 , 
245 , 

104 , 
136 , 
16e , 
133 , 
221 , 
262 , 

104 , 
13C, 
16( , 
210 , 
279 

2l5, 
267 , 

211, 
233 , 

216 , 
26C , 

215 , 
246 

117fn , 
136 ' 145' 
170, 174, 
1C4, 194 , 
222 , 243 , 
267 , 26C , 

117fn, 
145, 147 , 
174, 177 , 
220 , 223, 



11 Pz Div : , 
12 SS Pz Div: 

15 ?z Gr en Div: 

16 Pz Gr on Div : 

16 G. A. F. Div: 

17 G. J ... F . Div: 

17 SS Pz Gren Div: 

lG G. 1. .• F . Div: 

19 Pz Div: 

XX:ll 

149, 
241 , 

15 , 
· 36, 
44 , 
50 , 
64 , 

111 , 
137 , 
150 , 
177 , 
210, 
232 , 

282 

41 

97 , 
136, 
163 , 

159 , 
244 , 

21 , 
JS , 
46, 
59 , 
64f'n 

114, 
142 , 
156 , 
209 , 
219 , 
235 , 

107 , 
137 , 
174 , 

212, 224 , 230 , 
249 

23 , 24 , 34, 
39, 41 , 42 , 
50 , 56 , 56tn , 
60, 61, 62 , 

, 66, 91, 106, 
115 , 117f'n , 
143 , 144 , 147 , 
160 , 161 , 164 , 
210 , 211 , 214, 
220 , 221 , 222, 
236 , 249 , 267, 

114 , .l l 7fn ' 
142 , 144, 160 , 
177 , 178 

233 , 249 ' 258 

52 , 53 

233 , 237 ' 281 

159 

237, 

35 , 
43 , 
57 , 
63, 

lOC, 
136, 
14C, 
l6C, 
217 , 
227 , 
279 

125, 
161, 



21 Pz Di v-: 

48 Inf Div : 

49 Inf Div : 

59 Inf Div: 

64 Inf Div : 

77 Inf Div: 

84 Inf Div: 

65 Inf Div : 

ll? Inf Div : 

) 

ll9 Inf Div : 

xxx 

15 ' 21 , 23 , 24 , 26 , 2c, 
.Jo, 31, 32, 33 , 34 , 34fn , 

35 , 39, 42 , 43 , 44 , 4C, 
50 , 63, 64 , 70, 71 , ?2 , 

lbg' "'C 90 · 16t 16i, 1C5 , i<h: 108' l 7 n , lJo , 
' ' 137 , 139 , 142 , 149 , 149fn, 

160 , 161 , 174 , 177 , 178 , 185 , 
127, 193 , 196, 196 , 200, 217 , 
21C , 244, 244rD , 245 , 247 , 
256, 25ll , 262, 267 ' 279 

224 ' 230, 237 

281 

230 

224 , 230 

52 , 53 

41 , 54 , 88 , 190 , 192 , 196 , 
199 , 201 , 207 , 211 

201 , 20lfn , 211 , 214, 220~ 
221, 222, 22G, 236 , 249 

92 

190 , 199 , 199fn , 201 , 206 , 
211 , 214 , 221 , 222 , 228 , 236 



90 rz Gren Div: 

91 LL (Airborne ) Div: 

ll6 pz Div: 

157 Res Inf Div: 

150 Inf Div: 

159 Inf Div: 

165 Inf Div: 

173 Inf Div: 

179 Res Fz Div: 

182 Res Inf Div: 

139 Res Inf Div : 

XXXI 

16lfn 

20 , 

41, 
171 , 
137 , 
216 , 
267 , 

170 

17G 

170 

178 

178 

41 

178 

178 

23 , 

161 , 
174, 
192 , 
233, 
279 

52 

16l:fn , 
176, 177 , 
193 , 210, 
243 , 246 , 

163 , 
104 , 
211, 
257 , 

167 , 
105, 
215, 
263, 



190 Inf Div: 

226 Inf' Div: 

242 Inf Div: 

243 Inf Div : 

245 Inf Div: 

265 Inf Div: 

266 Inf Div : 

271 Inf Div: 

272 Inf Div: 

275 Inf Div : 

276 Inf Dir. 

XXXII 

92 

230 

190, 192, 212 , 224 

52 

41 

53 

53 

136 , 
214 , 

136 , 
177, 
211 , 

53 

97 , 
159 , 
l9G , 

153 , 
219 , 

153 , 
1G2, 
2GO, 

107 , 
160, 
200 , 

160 , 
222 , 

156 , 
1C4, 

167 , 
232 

160 , 
185 ' 

117fn, 
161 , 177 , 
219 

177 , 

165, 
193, 

136, 
192, 

1G4, 

171 , 
210, 

148 , 
196 , 



277 Inf Div: 

) 

I 
319 Inf Div : 

I 
326 Inf Div : 

331 Inf Div : 

334 Inf Div: 

338 Inf Div : 

344 Inf Div : 

3!t.5 Inf Div : 

346 Inf Div : 

352 Inf Div: 

353 Inf Div: 

XXXIII 

107, 
145, 
176 , 

20lfn 

149 , 
192 , 

'108 , 
153 , 
177 , 

153 , 
196 , 

117'fn , 
156 , 159 , 
200 

156 , 167, 
19C , zoo 

136 , 
160, 

171 , 

137 , 
161, 

177, 

190, 192, 201 , 210 , 211 , 214, 
220 , 220 , 236 , 259 

25l3 

230 , 237 , 241 

207, 211 , 214 , 220, 233 , 249 , 
253' 259 

41 

44 , 
~o , 

160 , 

54'fn , 67 , 
·96 , l OJ , 
161 ~ 177 

6G , 
105, 

20, 4G, 52, 259 

53 

74, 33, 
117fn , 



363 Inf Div: 

706 Inf Div: 

709 Inf Div: 

711 Inf Div! 

716 Inf Div: 

Fz Lehr Div: 

7 Pro,1 Bde: 

3 rroj Bde: 

9 Pr o .1 Bde : 

XXXIV 

92 , 93, 16?, 171, 196 , 201 , 
207, 236 

159~ 190, 192, 201, 203, 211 

20 , 

o, 
44 , 

160 , 

19 , 
30 , 
70fn, 

15 , 
39 , 

103 , 

BRIGADES 

52 

20, 
69 , 

161, 

24 , 
103 , 
177 

20 , 2.3 , 
.30fn , 39 , 

106 

21 , 24 , 
43 , 64 , 

117fn , 

43 , 90 

222 , 233 

222, 227 ' 233 

41, 42 , 43 , 
117fr..., 156, 

25 , 
42 , 

35, 
91, 

136 , 

28 
' 4£3 , 

36, 
104 , 
140 

29 , 
64fn, 

3€ , 
106 , 



105 Pz Bde: 272 

106 Pz Bde: 272 

394 ~:.Sslt Gun Bde: 207 

BATTLE GROUPS 

Assault Group 192 ( elts .34fn 
21 Pz Div) : 

Battle Group Luck 
( el t s 21 Pz Div ) : 

72 , DG , 
107 , 1.37 

Bflttle Group Oelboetter 222 
( clt3 l2 SS Pz Div): 

Battle Group von Oppeln 196 
(elts 2l Pz Div) : 

Battle Group Wuensche 219 
{elts 12 SS Pz Div): 

90 , 96, 101, 105, 



REGIMENTS 

l SS Pz Regt: 166 
(1 SS Pz Div) 

10 SS Fz Regt: 177 
( 10 SS Pz Div) 

12 SS Pz l~y Regt : 59 
(12 SS Pz Div} 

12 SS Pz Regt 
(12 SS Pz Div) 

59, 6.3, 65 

22 Fz Ilegt (21 Fz Div): 161 
[formerly 100 pz Regt ] 

25 SS Pz Gren Regt: 
(12 SS Pz Div} 

26 SS Pz Gren Regt : 
(12 SS Pz Div) 

56, 53, 59, 6.3 

59, 65 

31 G.lL.F . Jg Regt: 137 
( 16 G • ..i. F. Div) 

32 G.h.F. Jg Regt: 137 
( 16 G • .: ... F. Div) 

46 G. h .F. Jg Regt: 137 
(16 G • .k. F. Div) 



XXXVII 

60 Pz Gren Regt {ll6 pz 
Div) : 

100 ~ Regt ( l a-t;er 22 Fz 
KeBt J r 12 pz D1 v) ; 

125 Pz Gren Regt (12 Pz 
Div) : 

156 Fz Gren Regt (116 Pz 
Div): 

116fn 

J4fn 

23 

174 

1G9 Arty Regt ( 89 Inf Div) : 211 

726 Gren Regt (716 Inf 26 
Div) : 

736 Gren Regt (716 Inf 
Div) : 

744 Gren Regt (711 Inf' 
Div): 

857 Gren Regt ( 346 Inf 
Div): 

858 Gren Regt (346 Inf 
Div) : 

19, 26, 20, 70fn 

69 , 7.3 

44 , 67, 68 , 69 , 70 
71 , 73 , 75 

73, 74 , 75 



XXX:VIII 

1056 Gren Regt (89 Inf' 211 
Div): 

1716 Arty Regt (716 Inf' 23 
Div) : 

Bli.TTJJ.IONS 

l Bn 12 SS Pz Regt : 6 3 

l En 25 SS Pz Gr en Regt : 56 

l Bn 26 SS Fz Gren Ragt : 65 

2 Bn 26 SS Pz Gren Regt: 65 

2 Bn 125 Pz Gren Regt : 88 

2 Bn 726 Gren Regt: 26 , 28 

2 Bn 736 Gren Regt: 26, 2G 

2 Bn 744 Gren Regt : 69 , 73 



XXX1X 

2 Bn 85? Gren Regt: 6!/ , . 69 , 7J., 73, 75 

2 Bn 850 Gren Regt : 7 3, 74 

3 Bn 25 SS Pz Gren R~gt : 63 . 

3 Bn 189 /arty Regt 211 
( 89 Inf Div) : 

3 Br. 744 Gren Regt 69 , 73 

3 Bn 857 Gren Regt: 67, 69 , 70, 73 

3 Bn 858 Gren Retz"t: 75 

10 SS Pz Engr Bn: 177 

12 SS A.1' ... {Flak)Bn: 59 

12 SS lL.T k Bn: 59 

12 SS Pz Engr Bn: 59 

12 SS Fz Reece Bn: 59 



' 

12 SS Pz Sigs Bn: 59 

21 pz Reece Bn : 71 , 73 , 74 , 76 , 88: 161 

89 A.-T k Bn ( l39 Inf Div) : 211 

101 Hy Tk Bn (SS ) : 177 , 214 , 219 , 232 

102 Hy Tk Bn (SS) : 177, 232 

116 rz Reece Bn: 174 , 177 

271 Engr Bn (271 Inf 177 
Div ): 

346 /...salt Gun Bn ( 346 Inf 75 
Div) : 

503 G. H. Q. Hy Tk Bn 
(Tiger) : 

555 G. H. Q. Hy J,xty Bn: 

600 Engr Bn (for special 
Empl) 

161 , 1? 4 ' l 77 ~ .19 3' 196 

106, 174 

222 



. XLI 

642 East Bn (716 Inf Div) 70fn , 71 

66G G. H. Q. Hy h .-Tk Bn: 210 

763 G. H. Q,. Hy l.:rty Bn: 106 

992 G.H. Q. Hy :.rty Bn : 233 

1344 .Assault Gun Bn : 213 

A,-Tk En 85 Inf Div: 222 

Flak Bn 85 Inf Div: 222 

Flak En 89 Inf Div: 222 

Fus Bn 271 Inf Div: 219 

Fanther Bn 1 SS Pz Div: 211 

Panther En 9 Pz Div: 221 , 227 

Panther Bn 9 SS Pz Div: 221 



n;:r:r 

Prince Bn (of' 12 SS Pz 13 
Regt) : 

Reece Bn 9 SS Pz Div : 177 

Recoe Bn 10 SS Pz Div: 177 

Tiger Bn 2 SS ?z Div: 277 

COMP.iiNIES 

0 Coy 2 Bn 736 Gren Regt 26 
(716 Inf Div) : 

Escort Company 12 SS Fz 59 
Div: 



) 

XL III 

G ERM!J'l SOURCES 

A. Primary Sources 

B. Secondary Sources 

(:FUll titles cited in first Reference) 

H.S . Number 

981 . 045 (Dl) 

981HC(D30) 

961HC(D52 ) 

981HC { D51 ) 

A. Pr imary Sources 

Document 

OKW and OKH 

OKW , Periodical Schem~tic 
Orders of Battle of the 
German Army , 1944 

OKH, Foreign ~·.rmies ·;rest , 
Daily Sitreps 1944 

OKH, Personnel Files 
(Selected rhotostats) 

OKH, Inspector General 
of Pz Tps , Condition 
Reports of SS Pz 
Formr.tions (Selected 
Photostats) 

Paro. 

84 , 155 ' 251, 

45 , 66, 77 , 78, 
79 , 80 ' 69 ' 94 , 
94fn , 106, 10" , 
113, 146 , 154 , 
172 , 180 , 191 , 
194 , 202 , 212fn 

48f'n , 95fn , 131 , 
16lfn , 175 

59 , 60, 61 



H.S. Number 

981HC(D50) 

981SOM(Dl02 ) 

981HCN(D2) 

981NGpW(D2 ) 

981CW{D29 ) 

981Ci.V( D26) 

981CW(D31) 

n.rv 

Document 

Jodl , Diary Notes 

Schramm, Der Westen , 
l ii.pr - 16 Dec 44 

Naval Operations Staff 
(Seekri egsle1tung ) 
W.D. Jun 44 

Nnvo.l Group ·wost , 
W. D. 1-7 Jun 44 

Army Group D (O .B. VTest) 

O. B. West , Daily Sit
reps 
1 Mo.y - 30 Jun 44 

Misc OKH and O. B. 
West Docs (Invasion 
Period) 

h. Gp P (O.B. ··:ost ) 
W. D. 1 - 31 Jul 44 

Para 

87 , 99 , 119 , 155 , 
197 , 266 , 272 

83 , 83fn , 84 , 92 , 
99 , 113 , ll9, 124 , 
141 , 205 , 217 , 23L, 
240 , 243 , 256, 265 , 
276 

7, 16, 17 , lS , 
77 , 7 8' 79 ' 80 

9 , 16, l?fn , 
J4fn , 78, 79 

J4fn , 46 , 4S , 49 , 
55 , 65, 80, 91, 
96 , 101 , 103, 105 , 
106 , 110 , 120 

13 , 14 

122 , 123 , 125, 126, 
127 , 132 , 134, 136 , 
137 , 140, 144 , 146 , 
149 , 151, 152, 153 , 
156 , 157, 159, 161 , 
164, 167 , 169, 171 , 
174 , 176, 1(3 , 104 , 
187 , 188, 190, 192 , 
193, 194 , 195 , lSC , 
199 



H. S. Number 

98101/( D33) 

981CVT( D35 ) 

9SJC N(D30) 

9SlCW(D32) 

9810W{ D36) 

981li.GpB( Dl ) 

9Sll~GpB(D3) 

9811\GpB( D2) 

XLV 

Document 

A Gp D, Daily Intreps 
1 Jul - 30 Sep 44 

A G~ D, Int Files 
July 1944 

h Gp D (O. B. West) 
Daily Sitreps 
(25 Jul - 31 J'JJ.g 44) 

A Gp D (O.B. ~est) 
W.D. 1-31 Aug 44 

0.9'. West 
W.D. 1 Jan - 17 Aug 44 

A Gp B, 
Daily Sitreps 
6 Jun - 31 Aug 44 

A Gp B, 
Weekly Reports and 
Estimates , 
20 Mc.y - Oct 44 

Misc :Fuehrer Orders 

137 , 139 , 167 , 174 , 
198 , 202,_ 213 

163 

279 

200, 203 , 206, 207 , 
210, 212 , 214 , 220, 
223 , 229 , 233, 234, 
240 , 24l , 245 , 247 , 
248 , 249 , 250 , 254 , 
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This Appendix is best read with 
the last page folded outward . 

The Gcrna.n aroy conpris~d hundreds 
nf different types ~f units and st~ffs . A 
siopl e oethod of showing any combination of 
the resulting multitude of or~aniz~tional 
data would save tioe for ~11 concerned . To 
achieve this end the Gerl!lB.ns I!lade use of their 
system of I:lilitary synbolS . * 

12 SS Pz Div's Order of Battle 
Sheet has been chosen for the purpose of 
illustrating the oethod because it conveys 
at the sane time a picture of the stron~ 
and well eq_uipped Division offering the 
ma in resistance to the Canadi~n advance 
in Normandy . 

The explanations set forth in the 
following are correct in substance but 
subject to anendl!l.ent in some details . The 
available det3.iled inforI!lB.tion was partly 
inconplete and partly contradictory, 
partioularly so as to terclinolo~y . It is 
believsd, noreover , th~t the divisional 
co!.:l!Il~nder entared the battle with 1n order 
of battle changed in sone respects to make 
use of the lessons learned in Russia . 
Suggestions for amendments will be rece ived 
grat e1'ully. 

* B~sic info!Tlation on German military S¥JD.bols 
has been supplied in Historio~l Section lG . S.) 
Report No . 41, .2£ cit, Appx "E". 
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Panzer Grau~ West 
Ops No . lll/44 26 Jun 44 

To : Army Group B 

Basic proposal of Panzer Group for 
the conduct of the attack is : 

(1) The objective must be fixed as dis~ant as 
possible . It is a matter of defeating 1 USA 
_.\rmy first of 111 as the weaker element . 

We are aiming at 3n offensive method of 
defense against the Second British Army. 

This depends upon the situation at th •. t 
moment as to available forces of the 
Divisions conc~rned , particularly with 
regard to infantry strengths . 

(2) At first an attack with the objective 
"heights on either side of Bayeux" is 
to be considered. The ultimate goal can 
only be decided on the battlefield . 

(3) The actual extent to which enemy naval 
artillery can be eliminated will be the 
criterion for the success and following 
up of the attack. 

(4) 

( .5) 

It is further presumed that our own 
Luftwaffe will be committed , not for 
special targets at sea ~ but in accordance 
with the wishes of the Panzer Group in 
complete day and night support of the 
attack. 

Timin~ : Night attack. 
hourefore nightfall . 

Stand to about one 

Commitment of forces : The attack must be 
initiated with grenadiers on foot , followed 
immediately by the Panzer formations . In 
view of the present rel~tive stren~h of 
friend and foe it c~r.not , however , be 
estimated that the attack in the first night 
will gain more than about 8 km terrain at 
the utmost . We will strive, as far as 
possible, to penetrate in one fell swooo. 

The Infantry ~ivisions which 3re committed 
at the outset of the attack in the front 
line will subsequently be employed without 
delay to clean up o.nd hold the ground 
gained . 



( 6) 

- 2 -

Broad outlines of protosal for the oteration 
of the attack on the as is of aoorec at i on 
of terrain :md enemy emerge from- the 
accompanying map, 1:200000. 

sgd . Baron von Geyr 

For true copy : 

sgd . Erlenwein . 
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Panzer Grou~ West 
Ops No . 111/ 44 26 Jun 44 

To : Army Group B 

Basic proposal of Panzer Group for 
the conduct of the attack i s : 

(1) The objective must be fixed as dis:ant as 
possible . It is a matter of defeating 1 USA 
Army first of 3.ll as the weaker element . 

We are aiming at 3n offensive method of 
defense against the Second Brit ish Army. 

This depends upon the s 1 tuat i on at thi:t 
moment as to available forces of the 
Divisions concerned, particularly with 
regard to infantry strengths . 

(2) At first an attack with the objective 
"h e ights on ei ther side of Bayeux" is 
to be considered . The ultimate goal can 
only be decided on the battlefield . 

(3) The actual extent to which enemy naval 
artillery can be eliminated will be the 
criterion for the s ucc ess and following 
up of the attack . 

( 4 ) 

It is further presumed that our own 
Luftwaffe will be committed , not for 
spec i al targets nt sea ~ but in accordance 
with the wishes of the Panzer Group in 
complete day and night support of the 
attack . 

Ti.min~ : Night attack. 
hourefore nightfall . 

Stand to about one 

(5) Commitment of forces : The attack must be 
initiated with grenadiers on foot , followed 
immediately by the Panzer formations . In 
view of the present relative stren~h of 
friend and foe it cg1;.not , however, be 
estimated that the attack in the first night 
will gain more than about 8 km terrain at 
the utmost . We Vlill strive , as far as 
possible , to penetrate in one fell swoon . 

The Infant ry ~ivisions which ~re committed 
at the outset of the attack in the front 
line will subsequently be employed without 
delay to clean up and hold the ground 
gained . 
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Broad outlines of SroSosal for the operation 
of the attack on t e asis of appreciation 
of terrain and enemy emerge from the 
accompanying map, 1:200000. 

sgd . Baron von Geyr 

For true copy : 

sgd. Erlenwein. 
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Teletype 

To: Seventh Arny 

(for ini'orn.ation to Arny Group B) 

1 . The situation at Caen snd West of it 
detunds basically new decisions . They must be 
clear sighted and realistic . No doubt the &neny 
intends using his supvriority in ID.3.teriel to 
weat' down the panzer divisions, which are pri.I!lo
arily blocking the path to Paris . It is ther~ 
fore important to preserve their fighting power . 
Our own a.in is to fight for tine by means of 
offensive blows such ~s the one carried out by 
2 SS Pz Corps . 

2. 
success: 

It s eens feasible and pronising of 

{a) to inflict heavy blows on the 
enemy by keeping up the fighting 
power of tho panzer divisions . 

(b) to refresh panzer divisions 
exhausted from such blows, make 

them fit for renewed commitment 
and thus avoid their being bled 
of all substance , 

:; • Proposal 

Evacuation of Caen--North and the bridgehead : 

Attention must be drawn to the 
fact that in the rear area of the 
Caen bridgehead the enemy so far 
has left only one bridge across 
the Orne intact . This prob1bly 
for his ovm later use, as he 
controls it with his artillery 
and air arr.i . 

Caen-South and the Orne to be defended . Further 
general course of the front for the time being 
approximately: 

Avenay - Villers-Bocage - area 
of Caunont . 2 SS Pz Corps to be 
left on this front, early with~ 
drawal of elements 21 Pz Div, 
] 2 SS Pz D~v s.nd ?z Le~r. Div as 
Reserve and for recuperation • 
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Then renewed transition to offen
sive thrusts beyond the most 
effective range of naTal artillery. 

4. It is no l~~gor l,'!OSSiblo 

(a) to achieve a breakthrough to the 
coast in the existing state of our 
forces :ind~once Cherbourg hss 
fallen~to exploit it operationally. 

(b) to hold lines with panzer divisions 
without their dwindling or already 
depleted units--particularly the 
inf 111try elements--being consu.r:ied 
in a very short time . 

This due to the naval artillery ' s 
effective range of up to }O km, 
the enemy air activity and the 
air-obser ved artillery fire as in 
1918 . Even now it is possible 
to foretell the time by which 
12 SS Pz Div and Pz Lehr Div 
will have been destroyed . 

(c) to anticipate a change in the 
situstion from badly equipped or 
mediocre infantry divisions which 
ha ve indeed been all ocated but 
cannot get here within the pre
dictable future. 

. 
5. A clear cut choice must be made between 
the inevi~able tactical patchwork of static defence, 
which leaves the initiative to the opponent , and 
a fluid operation drawing the initiative our wa y 
from time to time at least . It is the view of 
the P3nzer Group that elastic conduct of fighting 
is the right way , and 1 st r onger one than static 
defence of present lines. The ex periences in the 
East speak for themselves in this respect . 

Most important is that the decision 
be not made too late so that it may still be 
possibl e to expl oit 2 SS Pz Corps ' offensive 
blow. 

Early concurrence is requested. 

The Cocmander of the Panzer Group West 

(signed) Baron von Geyr 

Ops No . 116/44, Secret 
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did not exist . When I read this decis ive 
or der I immedi ately had the impress i on that 
here something was being demanded which 
would go down in history as a magnificent 
operation of the ut~ost dar~ng; but shich 
unfortunately was in practice impossib!.e 
to carry out, and which would lay the 
blame conclusively on the responsible 
army conmander . 

I did my utmost to carry out your command . I 
also admit that it would have been better to have 
waited eno ther day to begin the attack . But t hat 
would have altered nothing fund£mentglly . That is 
my unshakeable conviction, which I am taking to 
the gr ave with me, f or the position had developed 
much too far, for anyt hing to have been able t o 
change it . There were alreany too strong forces 
on the southern flank of the Army Group , which, 
even if the Avranches gap had been closed , could 
have been quite easily supplied by air , and have 
rece ived further supoort from the forces which 
had been poured into~ Brittany . Our own actual 
line of defence had already been so weake ned that 
it was no longer t o be expected that it could 
hold out for any l engt h of time, especially as 
~ow the str eam of new 1~nglo -Junerican formations 
wa s t hr ewn directly aga inst it end no longer 
flowed through the Avr anches gap to the South. 
When I agreed with the proposal of the Panzer 
Commander and of the 7th /u-my that they should 
strike quickly despite my better judsment, it 
was because we a ll knew exactly the holding power 
of the North ~ront of this army a~d no longer 
trusted it very much , even without taking into 
account the enemy ' s enveloping movement in the 
South. It was therefore a question of acting 
quickly , a s the position in the air also demanded 
quick action . With regard to the position in the 
a ir, which al.most completely ruled out a daylight 
battle, the pr ospects of the hoped- for success 
were likewise quite small . And the barometer 
remained high until today . 

By reason of these facts I sti ck to my assertion 
that there were no chances of succass ; on the 
contr ar y , the attacks ordered were bound to make 
the all- round position of the Army Group decisively 
worse . And that is what happened . 

The West army was in the end el.most isolated 
from the personnel and material point of view . The 
despera t e position in the East forced that . The 
r apid drop i n numbers of tanks however , and of ~nti 

tank wea9ons, and the insufficient supply of mortars 
t o the so - called static divisions, produced the 
situation (made extremely more desper ate by the losses 
in the so- called cauldron) , which must be recognised 
to- day. 

Owing to my strained relations with the new Chief 

.. 



- 3 -

of Gener al Staff , * who considsrs me his enemy, I 
could not approach him, and so there was no 
possibility of my receiving Panzer support fur 
the West which was necessary . 1.11 that was 
decisive for the development of the over all 
position . 

My Ftlhrer, I think I may claim for myself tha t 
I did everything within my power to be equal t " 
the situation , In my covering letter t o Field 
N~rshal Ronnnel •s memorandum which I sent you , I 
already pointed out the possible outcome of the 
situati~n. Both Rommel and I and probably all 
the Commanders here in the West , with experience 
of battle against /.nglo- /unericRns with their 
preponderance of material, foresaw the present 
development . We were not listened.to . Our 
appr eciati ons \Vere NOT dictated by pessimism, 
but f rom the sober knowledge of the facts . I 
do not know whether Field Marshal Model , who has 
been proved in every sphere , will still master 
the situation. From my heart I hope so . Should 
it not be so , however , and your new , greatly 
desired weapons , especially of the lir Force , 
not succeed , then , my Fuhrer, make up your mind to 
end the war . The German people have borne such 
un t old suffer ing that it is time to put an end t o 
this f r ightfulness . 

Ther e must be ways to attain this end and 
ab ove all prevent the Reich from falling under the 
Bolshevi s t heel . The actions of some of the offi cers 
t aken pr isoner in the East have always been an 
eni gma t o me . My FUhrer , I have ~lways admired 
your greatness , your conduct in the gigantic 
struggle and your iron will to maintain yourself 
and National Socialism. If fate is stronger than 
your will and your genius so is Providence . You 
have fought an honourable and great fight . History 
will prove that for you . Shew yourself now also 
great enough tJ put an end to a hopeless struggle 
when necessary . 

I depart from you , my FUhrer , as one who stood 
nearer to you than you perhnps realised in the 
consciousness that I did my duty to the utmost . 

Heil my FU.hrer , 

18 Augus t , 1944 

*Guder ian 

(Signed) v . Kluge 
Generalf eldmarschall 
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Top Pri ority Teletype Message 

To; 1 . c .-in C. West ; 

2 . c .-in C. Southwest; 

j . for information : Naval High Command, 
Naval Operations 
Staff ; 

4 . " 

!' . " 

" 

II 

Air Force High Command , 
Air Force Operations 
Staff; 

Chief of Army General 
Staff for Operations 
Br anch 

Re; Directive for C. - in C. West and C.-in C. South
west for the further conduct of operations . 

The enemy intends to capture Paris and to 
destroy all elements of Amy Group 118 11 in the 
area between the lower Seine , the sea and the 
area of Argentan . St rong pressure on Paris 
and ~owards the North on the wes~ern shore of 
the lower Seine , possibly by employing the 
still uncomnitted Parachute Army , oust be 
r eckoned with . 

I order therefore: 

1 . Most important task of C.-in c . West is t e 
maintain a bridgehead west of Paris and to 
prevent an enemy breakthrough between the Seine 
and Loire towards Dijon . The badly battered 
forces of the Fifth Panzer P.rmy and of the 
Seventh Army will now have to fight their wa~ 

.. 
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back behind the Touques -~ector and to re - form 
their ranks , whereby the mobile formations 
are to be placed on the southern flank . 

2 . If the area forward of the Seine cannot be 
held, with the exception of ((the forces)) in 
the bridgehead west of Paris, all forces west 
and soutwest of the line Seine - Yonne - Canal 
de Borgogne - Dijon - Dol - Swiss border , will 
be taken back behind thi s line and re- formed . 
This line will ba defended . 

3 . For this purpose preparations ere to be nade 
for the taking back of the Seventh Army which # 
it is expected , will not be able to remain for 
long forward of the Seine with a river without 
bridges in the rear . All available ferrying 
facilities and suitable anti- aircraft artillery 
protection are to be concentrated there . Prep
arations are to be made for receiving these 
forces , particularly so at the narrow parts of 
the river bends swinging back to the East , 
which are particularly suitablefor crossings . 

Fifth Panzer /i.rrny - if necessary taking unde~ 
its command the 26th and 27th SS Panzer Divisions , 
which are still en route to the f'ront - will 
safeguard the Seventh 1.rmy ' s croRsing of the 
Seine , and to this end will prevent an enemy 
advance towards the North in the Seine va l ley 
and a crossing of thu Seine below Paris . 

Condition of the forces and the supply situation 
permitting, Fifth Panzer Ji.rmy , with the bulk 
of its forces operating in conjunction with 
elements of the First Arny, will open the w~y 
to the bridsehead at Paris . This bridgehead, 
which is based on the nuoorous bridg~s across 
the Seine (which are to b o specially protected 
by Anti - Aircraft Artillery) must be held at all 
cost . 

h chor d- position is ~o be prapared a long the 
course of the Se i ne throu h Paris . If necessar y 
the battle in and around Paris must be conducted 
regardless of the ((possible)) destruction of 
the city. 

The First Army , which is to be strengthened as 
quic~!:ly as possibl e by the most forward elements 
of the forces returning fron southwestern France -
behind the Canal de Briare , astride Montargis -
will cover the return movement of ~he forces 
from southwestern and southern Fr~nce to the 
area behind ths Canal de Borgogne , and wi~l 
maintain contact with the southern wtng of 
Fifth Panzer Army . 

Nineteenth /~my (with battleworthy elements in 
the lead) must establish a timely juncture of its 
forces with Army Group "B" in the area of Dijon . 
The withdra wal to the North will then be harmon
ized in accordance with ~he developments on the 
southern wing of /.,rrny Group 11B11 • 
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Should, in spite of this, elements of Nineteenth 
Army fail to get back across the line Dijon -
Swiss border, they must be turned off towards 
Northern Italy over the Mont Cenis and the 
~itt.J.e St . Bernhard passes . Till the bulk of 
Nineteenth J.rmy will hava mov~d through to the 
North , C.-in c . Southwest will 1'eep these passes 
open as far west as oossibl e . At the same time 
care must be taken by means of thoroughgoing 
demol ition of the roads leading from south to 
north through these mountains - in order to 
prevent sn enemy advance through the Alps of 
the Provence and the Dauphine in the flank of 
the withdrawing forces of Nineteenth Army . 

4 . Viith regc.rds to the making available of the 
personnel and ~ateriel replacements in accordance 
with the demands of c .~ in c. West , an order will 
follow . It is not possible to supply additional 
transport vehicles . Sp~cial powers in this 
resoect for c .- in c . West vis - a- vis the other 
elements of the ILrmed Forces will be conferred 
separately. 

signed : /.dolf Hitler 

Armed Forces High Command , Armed For ces 
Operations Staff , 0peration~ Branch , Nr. 
772956/44 , Secret, Ch~fsache . 
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