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given two missions : continue to isolate enemy 
forces north of Coutances and at the same time 
to continue to push rapidly to the south. 

(Ibid , p . 104) 

(b) General Montgomery' s Exploitation Plans -----
296 . As soon as the success of Operation :1cOBRA11 

became apparent , General Montgomery issued a directive 
outlining further operations to be undertaken on the eastern 
sector of the front in order to assist the American 
offensive . He summed up his intentions on 27 Jul as follows : 

Along the whole front now held by the First 
Canadian and Second British Armies it is essential 
that the enemy be attacked to the greatest degree 
possible with the r esources available . Be must 
be worried , and shot up , and attac.ked, and raided , 
whenever and wherever possible ; the object of 
such act ivity will be to improve our own posit ions , 
to gain ground , to keep the enemy from transferring 
forces across to the western flank to oppose the 
American advance , and generally to 'write off' 
German personnel and equipment . 

(C . -in-C . Directive M515 , 27 Jul 44) 

297 . Appreciating the limited resources of First 
Cdn A::r:m.y on the extreme eastern sector of the front , General 
Montgomery directed Lt-Gen Crerar to further the general 
plan of keeping the enemy occupied on his front even though 
there was little chance of reaching the general line of the 
Dives River . 

298 . East of the Orne Operations 11GOODWOOD11
, 

11 ATLANTICn and "SPRING" had attracted 11 a very powerful 
force 11 (ibid) . Confirming Lt-Gen Simond's appreciation , 
the C. -in-C . stated that the enemy 

••• is so strong there now that any large 
scale operations by us in that area are definitely 
unlikely to succeed; if we attempt them we would 
merely play into the enemy's hands , and we would 
not be helping our ope rations on the western flank . 

of the Orne , therefore, the ground ga ined was to be 
firmly held "so that we retain the ability to thrust 
strongly towards P'ALAISE Sbould we wish to do so 11 (ibid) . 
One armoured and two infantry divisions , together with 
two independent armoured brigades , were to be held in 
this area in case the opportunity for sucb a thrust arose . 

299 . The enemy not only had his strongest forces 
posted opposite Second Brit Army but, as General Montgomery 
realized, the six Pz and SS Pz Divisions holding the line in 
the Caen sector were all east of Noyers . To take advantage 
of this situation, the.refore, the C.-in- C. planned 11 a very 
heavy blow to be delivered by the right wing of the Second 
British Art!!! in the GAUMONT area:t (ibid) . This blow, to be 
made with not less than six divisions , was to be launched as 
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soon as possible, the latest date being 2 Aug . The initial 
ob j ective of the operation was to be the area St . Martin des 
Besaoes - Le Beny Bocage - Foret l 'Eveque , while a strong 
force was to be held ready to exploit to Vire . This operation 
would shorten the front of First United States Army and 
enable General Bradley to wheel his forces to the east 
with greater ease . 

300 . First A:rmy was given no new change of policy . 
It was to continue to pivot on Second Brit Army and swing 
its right flank to the south and east to the general line 
Vire-Mortain-Fougeres . On reaching the base of the peninsula, 
VIII U.S . Corps was to strike into the Brittany peninsula. 
At this time the corps would revert to the command of Third 
United States Army . Twelt'th United States Army Group, 
consisting of First and Third United States Annies, would 
be formed by its future commander, Lt-Gen Bradley, when he 
thought it propitious . 

301 . On the following day (28 Jul) , as First United 
States Army drove deeper into enemy territory, General 
Montgomery was quick to realize the need for speeding up 
Second Brit Army's attack. From the Vire west the enemy 
was completely disorganized . South of Coutances the roads 
were clogged with German tanks and motor- transport streaming 
south, l ed by 2 Pz Div , which had been rushed west from 
the Caen sector only in time to take its olace in the general 
rout . (Yirst United States Army, Report •. • , p . 104) General 
Montgomery informed Lt-Gen Crerar of his decision to speed 
up the attack on Second Army's western sector at a conference 
held on 29 Jul ((HS) 215A21 . 0l6 (D9}: G . O . C . -in-C .~ First 
Cdn Army , file 1-0: Notes on Conference with C.- in-C . 
21 A. Gp , 29 Jul 44) . At this conference General Montgomery 
emphasized the need for immediate exploitation of the 
situation on the American sector ; he had ordered Second 
Brit Army to launch its attack on the following day . He 
then reiterated that while the right wing of the Allied 
armies was engaged in these battles , it was ve ry important 
that the enemy be prevented from reinforcing his Seventh 
Army by withdrawing troops from the Caen sector. Lt-Gen 
Crerar r eplied that he had already issued appropriate 
instructions to Lt-Gen Crocker, and tbat while 2 Cdn Corps 
was not to pass to the Canadian Army ' s command until 31 Jul , 
he would anticipat6 the event and issue similar orders to 
Lt-Gen Simonds (ibid) . This he took early opporttmity to 
do and infonned the commanders of both 1 Brit and 2 Cdn 
Corps of the immediate necessities . To kGep the enemy 
occupied on the Canadian Army's front, 1 Brit Cor~s , by 
·'positive action and deception11

, wes to convey the impression 
to the enemy that an attack from Cagny towards Vimont was 
in the course of preparation (ibid) . At the same time , 
2 Cdn Corps was to ''betray" signs to enemy intelligence 
that the next major offensive would be coming down the 
Falaise road , an ope ration for which Lt-Gen 9imonds would 
actually draw up plans . Such an attack , to be carried out 
in great strength and with maxim.um support from the air , 
would be launched should Second Brit Army's thrust reach 
Cond&-sur-Noireau (near the Orne southeast of Mont Pinyan) 
or alternatively, should the enemy show silm.S of an impending 
withdrawal . Lt-Gen Crocker was to continue his preparations 
for a possible attack towards the Dives , although he was 
advised that i f 2 Cd.n Corps were to attacl<: towards Falaise, 
he would only be required to undertnk6 a limited advance 
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towards Vimont to protect 2 Cdn Corps' left flank . (W.D., 
G•O . c·. - in-0., First Cdn Army, July 1944: Appx .5 , Directive 
to Corps Comds) 

(c) 8 and 30 Brit Corps' Attack South of Gaumont~ Operation 
"BL UECOAT" 

30~. The task of swinging Second Brit Army's 
western flank south and east in conformity with the American 
offensive was given to 8 and 30 Brit Corps . On 27 Jul, when 
it received notice of the impending operation, 8 Corps w~s 
a "headquarters without troops" (Jackson,. .2J2. cit , pp 115-16). 
Its two armoured divisions--Gds Armd and 11 Armd Divs--were 
in the eastern sector of the front: Gds Armd Div was east 
of the Orne under Canadian command and 11 Armd Div was 
northwest of Caen. under the command of 12 Brit Corps . (.Ibid) 
For tunately 8 Corps' infantry division--15 (S) Div~was 
al ready located in the area of the proposed attack. On 
21 Jul , in order to permit the strengthening of VII U. S. 
Corps with an additional infantry division, General 
Montgomery ordered Second Brit Army to t~ke over the left 
divisional sector of First United States Army (C . -in- C. 
Di rective M512 7 21 Jul 44) . 15 (S) Div relieved 5 U.S . 
Inf Div on the night 23/24 Jul (Martin, 2J2 cit , p. 78) . 
Thi s takeover moved Second Army's western boundary to the 
Drome River line ((HS)22.5B30 . 0l6(D.5) : 30 Corps Op Instr 
No . 11, "MUSIC.AL CHAIRS I 1', 22 Jul 44) . 

303 . While preparations were underway to launch 
the attack--codenamed Operation '' BLUECOAT11 --on 2 Aug , orders 
we-re received on the afternoon~~ of 28 Jul for the attack to 
go in at first light on 30 Jul (Jackson , .2.12. cit, p . 116) . 
This news caused aconsiderable excitementn at H_~ Q, . 8 Corps , 
ilfor the task of preparation seemed superhuman and more than 
could be done in the bare thirty-six hours available" 
(ibid) . Nevertheless , this difficult and complicated 
movement was carr ied out in time . 

304 . The front on which the attack*"'i- was to be made 
ran along a lin8 east from the Drome River through Gaumont , 
thence to the north of Briquessard and on to the south of 
Hottot . On the right , 8 Corps was to make its assault on 
a two-division front with 11 Armd Div right, 15 (S) Div left 
and Gds Armd Div in reserve . On the left 30 Corps was to 
operate with 43 (W) Div right, 50 (N) Div left and 7 Armd 
Div in reserve . The main thrust by 30 Corps was designed 
11 to capture the area Point 361 and the spur to the west--LA 
C.ABqSSE" ( (HS) 693 . 013 ( Dl3): British Army of the Rhine, 
Battlefield Tour , Operation Bluecoat 1 8 Corps Operations 
South of Caumont , 30-31 July 1944 (B . A. O. R. , 1947) , p. 7 . 
Thi s source treats the operation in detail). With these 
ob j ectives secured, 7 .Armd Div wa s to be ready to exploit 
to Le Beny Bocage or Vire should the opportunity arise . 
The intention of 8 Corps was to 11 establish itself' in the 
area of the high ground round LA BERGERIE FERME (Point 309) 
with a view to : (a) Protecting the right flank of 30 Corps , 

~~The decision to advance the timing of the assault was 
given on the morning of 28 Jul, but this news reached Corps 
Hsadquarters early in the afternoon. (Jackson, .2.12. cit , 
p . 116 ; Essame, £P. cit , p. 52) ~-

-lH!See Map No . 1 
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(b) A subsequent exploitation towards PETIT AUNAY" (ibid) . 
It was felt that, in view of the .American success , the 
enemy might try to pivot on the Mont Pin1on feature to 
achieve an orderly withdrawal. The British attack a s a 
whole, therefore , was designed 11 to destroy that pivot" 
with the six divisions available ((HS)215B2 . 0l6(D3) : 
"Notes on C. of s . Conference held at 1100 hrs , 28 Jul 44 .• . , 
Operation BLUECOAT~ ) . 

305. The ground over which the corps were to 
operate was typical bocage . South of Gaumont a succession 
of pronounced ridges ran across the axis of advance. 
Streams, many of which were tank obstacles , ran in all 
directions . ~umerous deep wooded valleys , small fields 
surrounded by thick hedgerows , and a scarcity of good 
metall ed roads were features of the t errain to be crossed. 

It will be evident therefore that movement 
in such country is bound to be difficult and 
slow, hampering the bringing up [of] reserves , 
preventing the cross-country movement of anything 
except men on their feet or Churchill tanks, and 
hinderi ng supply and replenishment. In spite of 
the existence of a small number of viewpoints , 
the closeness of the country prevents detailed 
ground observation or the accurate locating of 
opposition. 

To sum up, the ground over which 8 Corps 
was to operate was strongly in favour of the 
defence , and l ent itself well to the extensive 
use of mines and other artificial obstacles in 
addition to the natural restrictions it imposed 
on the attackers . 

(Battlefield Tour, Operation 
Bluecoat, p . 3 ) 

In order to help both corps break through the enemy crust, 
a large air support programme was planned . A total of more 
than 1, 500 heavy and medium bombe rs were to be used, half 
of which would strike on 30 Corps' front followed by the 
remainder hitting on 8 Corps' front .. A second strike by 
over 200 aircraft would strike on 8 Corps ' front in the 
afternoon . The attack would go in as planned, however, 
even should poor weather prevent the air bombardment. 
(Ibid , p . 8) 

306 . Despite the difficulties of moving some of 
the assaulting formations from one end of the British front 
to the other , * all were in position before H Hour (0655 hrs) . 
Owing to adverse weather conditions the air programme was 
somewhat curtailed. Nevertheless , a total of 11 693 heavy 
bombers of R.A. F . Bomber Command and over 500 li~ht and 
medium bombers of A. E. A.F . dropped 2,227 tons of bombs" 
on the corps ' fronts during the day (Leigh- Mnllory, £12. cit , 
P• 65) . During the morning attack some of these bombs ~-

~:-1 1 11 Armoured Division, in fact, only arrived in its new 
area a few hours before the battle was due to start, after a 
long and tiring march11 (Jackson, Q.Q_ cit , p . 123) . 
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struck the headquarters of 326 Inf' Div , the enemy formation 
holding the line south of Caumont . The divisional commander 
was killed together with a number of his principal staff 
officers . (Jackson, .Q:Q cit , pp .1!27-28) 

307 . Even before the air bombardment commenced, 
8 Corps had started its attack . The deepest thrust during 
the day was made by 15 (S) Div . Although enemy mortar 
and machine-gun fire caused some casualties, enemy mine­
fields and the nature of the country were the main obstacles 
to the ldva.nod -es pee ially to 6 Gds Tk Bde whose Churchill 
tanks were supporting the Scottish division . Before mid­
morning , however, the assaulting forces had advanced about 
one mile south of the divisional start line at Caumont . 
This successful and speedy break-in was quickly exploited 
without waiting to mop up the area already captured. Both 
tanks and infantry struck forward again to take advanta~e 
of an enemy still dazed by the air bombardment . Early in 
the afternoon the high ground south of Les Loges was 
seized by an armoured force which had , for the moment , out­
distanced the infantry . At 1555 hrs the second air attack 
on 8 Corps front went in against the reserve positions of 
326 Inf Div. Despite his exposed flanks, the commander of 
15 (S) Div decided to strike further south in order to take 
advantage of this air bombardment . At ap9roximately 1700 hrs , 
a hastily organized armoured force, unsuoported by infantry , 
set out to seize Point 309 , the diyisionts final objective 
on the western edge of the Bois du ~omme . By 1900 hrs 
Churchill tanks had seized tbis 1 , 000-foot feature and 
held it until relieved by two infantry battalions at 2230 . 
hrs . Here they consolidated for the night . 

308 . The spectacular five-mile advance by 15 (S) 
Div and 6 Gds Tk Bde was not Gqualled by 11 Armd Div or 
30 Corps . On the right 11 Armd Div was held up by innumer­
able mines which had been laid on this front during the 
previous six weeks of static fighting . Once these were 
cleared, however, the division's rate of advance quickened . 
By last light 11 Armd Div had reached a line about 2 1 000 
yards northwest of 15 (S) Div' s forv.rard elements . 30 Corps, 
meanwhile , had not been able to advance much beyond its 
start line. Dense mine-fields prevented the capture of 
Briquessard until midday and by nightfall , only the right 
wing of 43 (W) Div had advanced to a point close to Cahagnes, 
the division's first objective . 50 (N) Div had run into 
similar troubles and was unable to advance more than a few 
hundred yards beyond its start line . (Battlefield Tour, 
Operation Bluecoat, pp 17-19; Jackson, .Q:Q cit , pp 126-31·; 
Essame, Ql?. cit , pp 55-56) -

309 . On the following day 8 Corps a~ain made deep 
advances into enemy territory . On the left, the reconnais­
sance re~iment of 15 (S) Div, probing to the south during 
the night of 30-31 ~ul , found the important road iunction 
at St . Martin des Besaces strongly held. While it kept 
guard on the east , 11 Armd Div was ordered to attack the 
village from the west ; By daybreak, 11 Armd Div , having 
advanced during the night to the St . Martin des BGsaces-Petit 
Aunay road , was in position for the attack . The ensuing 
battle lasted several hours but the villa~e was firmly in 
our hands sh'ortly after noon . Meanwhile a troop of' armoured 
cars from 11 Armd Div had the good fortune to find a track 
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leading through the Foret l'Eveque which was neither mined 
nor defended . ~~ The troop drove south through the forest 
and thence on to the bridge carrying the main St . Lo-Le 
Beny Bocage road over the River Souleuvre, the next main 
obstacle in front of 8 Corps. Two troops of tanks were 
immediately sent to reinforce the armoured cars , and 
together they held this vital crossing for the next six 
hours . After hearing of this success , 8 Corps commander 
issued a special directive to 11 Armd Div ordering it to 
capture the hi gh ground around Petit Aunay that night so 
as to facilitate an advance to Etouvy on the following day . 
Also , the division was ordered to occupy the high ground 
parallel to and south of the Souleuvre on either side of 
Le Beny Bocage. Additional bridges over the river were to 
be seized from the south on the next morning, while vigorous 
patrolling was to be carried out in the direction of Vire . 
This order , in effect , gave 8 Corps the major role in the 
attack and ordered it to take an objective~the high ground 
east of Le Beny Bocage--originally assigned to 30 Corps. 
Shortly after these orders were received , 29 Armd Bde's 
tanks were ordered to advanc e via Petit Aunay down to the 
Souleuvre crossing to establish a bridgehead across the 
river. This force , however , became entangled with troops 
f r om 5 u.s . Inf Div close to the army boundary and was 
unable to cross the river until late that evening . By this 
time the remainder of the division had moved up to the La 
Couaille-La Ferriere line . 

~10. 11 Armd Div's six-mile advance to and across 
the Souleuvre was the deepest thrust made by any of the 
British formations ·on 31 Jul . During most of the day 15 
(S) Div was busy consolidating its gains in the Point 309 
area . Several attacks against the division were beaten off . 
On the left, 30 Corps' advanc es had been meagre . During the 
night of 30-31 Jul 43 (11

1r) Divis engineers had cleared 
routes through the mine-fields north of Cahagnes . At dawn 

_ on 31 Jul the enemy launched a counter-attack. This was 
he.at en off and in the afternoon Cahagnes was secured . At 
1730 hrs the division renewed its attack to the south and 
advanced two miles to the village of St . Pi erre du Fresne . 
This advance left 43 (V'r) Div ' s eastern flank exposed, however, 
since 50 (N) Div , trying to reach its first objective at 
.Amaye- sur- Seulles , had only attained the .Anctoville -
Feuguerolles-sur-Seulles line by the end of the day . 
(Battlefield Tour , Operation Bluecoat, pp 21-22 ; Jackson, 
£P. cit, pp 131-34; A History of 11th Armoured Division, 
pp 30-36 ; Essame, £P. cit, pp 55-57 ; Maj E .W. Clay, The 
Path of the 50th (Aldershot , 1950) , p . ~67) -

. . . . . . . . . . . . 
311 . 1~1hile Second Brit Army was battling its way 
through the bocage south of Caumont on 30 and 31 Jul, First 
United States Army, with its easter~ £lank secuTed by the 
British, continued to drive ·the enemy to the south and east .*~~ 

As we have seen (supra, para 295) , owing to VIII U.S . Corps' 

*It was later found that this track formed the 
boundary between 3 Para and 326 Inf Divs , each of which 
thought the other r e sponsible for its defence (A History 
of 11th Armoured Division, p . 32) • 

......... t.. 
-.-.. -see liiap No. 1 
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rapid advance down the coast and its seizure of Coutances , 
it was decided to have that corps continue its advance 
southward along the coast to perform a task originally 
assigned to VII U.S . Corps . The latter was ordered to 
continue its advance to the south abreast of VIII Corps . 
'Uh.at was to be a period of consolidation, therefore, was to 
be changed into a period of exploitation to take advantage 
of the desperate state of the disorganized Seventh Army. 
(Fir st Uni ted States Army, Report • .• , pp 97 , 104 ) On 29 Jul 
VIII U.S. Corps resumed i ts advance to the south and by l ast 
light had swept down to Cerences , gainin~ a bridgehead over 
the Sienne River . On its flank , VII U. S . Corps forced its 
way down to the Cerences - Fambye - Percy line after 
over coming medium enemy opposition . South of St . Lo , XIX 
U.S . Corps met with stubborn resistance from 2 Pz Diy , a 
formation rushed to the Seventh Army area a day previously . 
An advance of some two miles was made south of Vi llebaudon 
on the corps right flank, however , although elsewhere few 
gains were made . V U.S . Corps , meanwhile , advanced against 
light resistance until it confronted strong enemy positions 
on an east - west line north of Torigny-s ur-Vire . 

312 . On 30 Jul VIII Corps made further deep advances. 
By the end of the day, 4 U. S . Armd Div's tanks had reached 
Avranches and had seized two bridges across the See River . 
On the same day, VII U. S . Corps was on the outskirts of 
Vi l l edieu- les-Poeles . Much st r onger resistance was met on 
XIX and V U.S . Corps fronts . Tessy-sur-Vire remained 
beyond th& grasp of XIX U.S . Corps , but V U. S . Corps 
advanced some 1 , 300 yards to cross the Torigny- sur-Vire 
Caumont road . For the ~irst time 116 Pz Div, form.orly in 
reser ve on 2 Cdn Corps' front , was identified on the Ameri can 
sector . 

313 . On 31 Jul VIII and VII U. S . Corps continued 
to set the pace for the American advance . VIII U.S . Corps 
mopped up along the coast between Brehal and Avranches and 
at the same time advanced some five mi les south of Avranches 
to seize Marcilly and Ducey. VII U. S . Corps , meanwhile , 
came up abreast of VIII U. S . Corps to seize Bracey. West 
of the Vire, XIX U.S . Corps gained Troisgots but continued 
to fight for Tessy-sur-Vire . East of the Vire , V U.S . Corps 
advanced south in conjunction with 8 Brit Corps to the 
Tori gny - Colombier line . 

314. By 1 Aug, when the crossings over the Selune 
River at the base of the Cotentin Peninsula were secured, 
the door at the bottom of the corridor along the western 
seaboard was open . Such were the enemy's losses in men 
and materi al that it woul d only be necessar y to pour troops 
through the gap and deploy them west and east to capture 
the Brittany Peninsula on the one hand , and advance eastward 
to Paris on the other . (First United States Army, Report ••• , 
pp 106 ff) 

315 . On 1 Aug also , the 15 .American divisions 
engaged in the offensive were divided into two separate armie~ 
the First and the Third, commanded by Lt-Gen Courtney R. 
Hodges and Lt~en G.S . Patton respectively . These in turn 
came under Twelfth United States Army Group, commanded by 
General Bradley. Until SHAE:F H . ~ . could be permanently 
established i n France , however, General Montgomery continued 
to have operational control over both .American and British 
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Army Groups . (Ibid ; Bradley, .2.E. cit , pp 350 ff . For a 
full account of the comm.and intricacies see Poguei £ILCit , 
Chap VII - "Command Reorganization, June- October 944"} 
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THE ENEniIT SITUATION ( 25-31 JUL) 

316 . The First Ubited States Army's attack on 25 Jul 
brought to a head the enemyts absolute need for further rein~or­
cements for the Normandy front if the Allies were to be con­
tained.. on 26 Jul, Field Marshal von Kluge had written down 
his own estimate of future operations in France. To hold 
Normandy remained "the decisive :raotor11 , but if this were to 
be done, a group of forces comprising "at least three in:fantry 
divisions and one panzer division11 must be made available to 
the Normandy front (A .H.R· Re~ort No . 50 , para 186) . Since the 
required divisions woUld note fort hcoming from other t heatres 
of war or from the Reich, von Kl uge concl uded that 

The required divisions must therefore be taken 
from the other parts of O.B. West, namely: 

either from Fifteenth Ax:my (when an attack by the 
American forces still in England has become 
improbable) 

or from other fronts, which are in any event t oo 
weak to withstand a majo r at tack. 

(Ibid) 

For seven long weeks the Allied deception plan had kept 
between 15 and 20 enemy divisions in the pas de Calais area, 
thus achieving results well beyond the hopes and expectations 
of the Allied commanders . The point had now been reached, 
however, when the enemy could no longer afford to give equal 
attention to future as wel l as existing dangers . 

317 . BY 27 Jul, von Kluge was complet el y aware or 
the dangerous situation on Seventh Army ' s front created by the 
American attack. .Arter consulting with General Hausser• on the 
morning of 27 Jul, von Kluge gave orders for the immediate 
transfer of 2 pz Div from pz Gp west to Seventh Army. In 
addition the headquarters staff of 47 pz Corps, then on pz Gp 
\·/est' s left flank , was to move iLlmediately to seventh Arm.y to 
conduct a counter-attack from south of st . Lo . Later in the 
day, 116 Pz Div, in pz Gp west ' s reserve east of the Orne , was 
order ed to move to Sevent h Army. The gap created by the 
withdrawal of these two panzer divisions from the area east 
of the Orne was to be filled by the transfer of the greatly 
weakened 21 pz Div from 86 Corps area. (Ibid, para 187 ) 

318. With the gravity o:f the .American attack 
increasing hourly, von Kluge made further requests to 
OICW. Early in the a:fternoon of 27 Jul he had received 
Hitlerts permission to transfer 9 pz Div from the south 

*ss o bergruppentuer her und General der Waf fen SS Paul 
Hausser took over the co.IIll.00.Ild of seventh An;ry on 29 Jun 44 
on the death of Col Gen Friedrich Dollman , its former commander. 
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of France to Normandy (ibid, para 188). On the same day, 
nconvinoed that no fu.rtl:lerlo.ndings would be forthcoming 
elsewhere und that all other fronts would have to be denuded 
ruthlessly in favor of the forces in Normandy, " von Kluge 
asked OKXI f ~r permission t o take 84 and 331 Inf Divs 
from Fiftc~nth Arr:ry, 708 Inf Div fro~ First A:I:mY and 
242 Inf Div from Nineteenth Arr:J.Y for the Nornandy front 
(ibid, parn 190) . Except for 242 Inf Div, which wa s to 
remo1n with Nineteenth a.my, von Kluge was granted his 
request to bring the recoinder to No.I'Oandy on 28 Jul, 
9 pz nnd 84 Inf Divs were t o go to pz Gp west to hel p 
fill the gnp left by the transfer of its two panzer 
divisions - - representing n depletion in strength of 280 
tanks - - to the west. (Ibid, para 192) But these were 
trorn.ised divisions, and ~9 Jul Geronn Intelligence cited 

he coIJtJ.itnent in NolDB.Ildy of H. Q. First Cdn A.my as 
further proof t hat the nain Allied thrust might still be 
expected i'rom the Caen area. (Ibid, para 194) There was 
nothing the comoander of pz Gp ~est could do but shuffle 
his forces and hope for the best , 

319. on 30 Jul, when 8 and 30 Brit Corps joined 
in the battle on the west, the gloom deepened in the 
enemy canp . "Obviously the British oeant to advance 
in contact with the A.Iaericans and cocpal the Gennans to 
withdraw additional formations from the area south of 
Caen 11 (ibid, para 19.5). As the left wing of 74 Corps* 
was pus~baok by 8 Brit Corps, 21 pz Div was rushed 
from its position in the Bretteville- sur- Laize area to 
help 74 Corps sten the advance . pz Gp West was now alraost 
oompeltely devoid of reserves . Moreover, 84 Inf Div, 
at this time crossing the seine en route to Pz Gp West, 
was re-directed to sevent h Arey where the situation wus now 
desperate. In conpensation, pz Gp West was pr omised 89 
Inf Div, then in the Rouen - L~ Hovre area, to take the 
place o~ 21 pz Divo (Ibid, pa ras 197-99) 

*74 Corps, conrumdcd by Gon Inf' Straube, was conposed 
of 276 and }26 Inf' Divs. It held the front south of Cnunont 
which it had taken over fron H. Q.. 47 pz Corps after the 
latter was ordered to nove t o seventh Arny on 28 Jul (A.H. Q. 
Report No . 50, paras 183 and 187 .ff). 
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AGGRESSIVE DEFENCE At~ CHANGES IN DISPOSITIONS 
(27 - 31 JUL) 

320. It ha s been seen that despite the e~forts 
of 2 Cdn and 1 Brit Corps t o dissuade hin .• the shoe~ of the 
offensives in the west had drav.~ three of tho enenyrs 
a:rmoured f oroations, 2, 21 and ll6 pz Divs,·~ a~'<ly fron 
the eastern sector of the fronte The irapcr"'jo.nce w~ch 

General Montgonery attached t o preventing any such 
transfer of forces westward r eceived additional enphasis 
during the corning of 30 Jul when he infom.ed Lt-Gen 
Crerar that the attack south of Caunont was going:well, 
and asked what nore could be a.one on the cono.dian Arny ' s 
f r ont t o keep the eneny "nervous and pinned down11 • The 
c oI1rlD.Ilder repli ed that 1 Brit Corps wo. s o.lreo.aJ~ wor~dng 

to that end, ruid that he would spenk to Lt-Gen Sinonds 
about positive action t o be taken when 2 Cdn Corps came 
under Canadian Arny conrJWld on the :rollo\:ri.n-'3 day·, He at 
once telephoned Lt- Gen Crocker and urg~d hin to D.ake 
0 offensive f aces" with guns and patrols du.~iug that day 
and the following night ((HS} 215Cl.Ol9 (D;) : G~O.C. -in-C ., 
First Cdn AI'DY, file 1- 0-4 : Meno, G,0.C ~-~n-Co to C. of s . , 
30 Jul 44 ) • Although 2 Cdn Corps v1::is n c+, to cone under 
comand for a further 24 hours, L~-Gen C~e:ra ,.. also spoke 
to Lt-Gen Sinonds on the need for aggressive action and 
asked what he could do. Lt-Gen SiD.onds ,..erl5_3G. that lie 
regarded the oaptuxe of Tilly- l o.- CDL!pag!le ~s a necessary 
prelininary to an offensive, and would att acx i t on the 
following night . (Ibid : Ph0ne Message , 30 Jul 4-+ ) The 
An:ry Conna.ndor apprecTated that, as a reEul t of Lt-Ge~ 
Denpseyts success , it night be necessary t o reinforce either 
1 Brit OT 2 Cdn Corps at short notice , in cnse o~ nn attack 
being ordered towards Falaise or nlterno.tiv'Jl7 towards the 
Ri ver Dives . Shortly after noon, his cor::io.andors were 
advised to prepare accordingly . (IbiQ_: Meno , Orera~ to 
c. of s. , 30 Jul 44 , and Letter 603/Gon/l, c# of s. First 
Cdn Aroy to Conds, 1 Brit and 2 Cdn Corps, 3J Jul 44) In 
a few hours his foresight wa s confirned~ 

321. The clinnx of this day of v1=i.: tL"lg and 
watching c ane late in the aft e!"Iloon when Gerer11 Montgonery 
telephoned a.gain t o announce that seco~a Bri~ A=cr;r was 
going "great guns", and t hat he ctgb.+ wan-';; to r einforce 
the British drive, or start an i!lpo=tant attac~ on the 
front of the First Canadian .Arny. For this reason he 
de·s1red two infantry di visions from l Hri·\j Gorps ~o be 
withdrawn. into reserve . Lt-Gen Crerar promised to make 
the necessary arrangements, although he would then be left 
with only 6 Airborne Div and one ini'antry division to hold 
the sector between Cagny and the sea. An hour later he 
advised Lt-Gen Crocker that the offensive towares the Dives 
was postponed indefinitely, and that 51 (H ) and 3 Brit Inf 
Di vs were to be withdrawn west of the Orne by the following 
night . (G. O.C.-in- c . , First Cdn Army, file 1- ~: Notes on 
Conv ersation with C. -in- C., .30 J"ul 44; W. D., G. O. C.-in-0., 
First Cdn Army, .30 J ul 44} As far as pos si bl~ all moves were 

*116 Pz Div had moved west without ever being committed 
in battle south of Caen . 
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to be made under cover of darkness, and the necessary re­
dispositions of the forces rem~ining were to be carried out 
in such a way as to avoid givine; the enemy the impression 
that there had been any weakening of the Corps front. P:Jl 
extra allotment of ammunition would conceal the absence of 
the guns of the two divisions which moved out. JG.o . c.­
in- c., First Cdn Ar my , file l·~0-4: Op Instr No . b , 31 Jul 44) 
On the other hand, Lt-Gen Crerar was ordered to be prepared 
to strike towards Falaise . This order raised the question 
of the reinforcement of 2 Cdn Corps with the two additional 
divisions, one infantry and one armoured, which Lt - Gen 
Simonds appreciated would be required, together with ful l 
air support for 48 hours, in order to enable him to under­
take the operation successfully. (W.D., G. O.C.-in- C., 
First Cdn Army, 30 Jul 44) 

322. second Army's attack went well and, on the 
following ev.ening (31 Ju~~ the c~~in-C. informed Lt-Gen 
Crerar that the situation was 11 good, (and] promises much 
better", and that he intended to exploit the success and drive a 
wedge· between the German sevent.h and Fi~·~h Panzer Armies (G.o .c.­
in-c . , First Cdn Army, file l·-0 : 11Precis of Telephone con­
versation with C. -in- c., •• , r: 31 Jul 44) . General Montgomery 
would therefore require both 3 Brit Inf Div, as already 
intimated, from 1 Brit Corps , and 4 Brit Ar~d Bde , less one 
of its tank regiments, from 2 Cdn Corps, both formations to 
pass to Lt-Gen Dempsey in the morningo In response to 
Lt-Gen Crerarts inquiry, the c .-in-c~ said that he did not 
anticipate i~itiating the offensive on the Canadian Army's 
front for at least a week . (Ibid) 

323. The brunt of the defence of the sector held 
by 2 Cdn Corps between the Orne and the road to Argences 
wae . borne by 2 Cdn Inf Div. Across the Falaise road, 
where 3 Cdn Inf Div was deployed in more favourable 
positions, unaltered since the relief of 8 Corps on 21 Jul, 
the enemy was content to rest on the strongpoints of Tilly­
la- campagne and La Hogue . (W. D., G. s . , II . Q, 3 Cdn Inf 
Div, 26-31 Jul 44) To the west, 6 Cdn Inf Bde in St. 
Andr~-sur-Orne and 4 Cdn Inf Bde in Verri~res were in 
closer contact, and the ene~y continued to resent Canadian 
ownership of these places in the most bitter manner; the 
slightest movement attracted his fire and he was con­
tinually on the alert to ta}:o advantage of £nY weakness 
which we might exhib~to His troops were committed to the 
same policy of aggressive defence-as ours, and if he failed 
to make major attempts to recapture his lost ground , his 
armoured formations did their worst to deny us the benefits 
of quiet enjoyment. His good observation on the higher 
ground enabled him to direct savage concent=~tions of 
artillery and mortar fire with telling accuracy on g-t;. 
P.Ildr~, Verrieres and Bourguebus, and on the roads in the 
vicinity. He discouraged movement in our forward areas 
and tho inq~iaitiveno ss of our patrols, and cut great 
swaths across the wheat rields with the fire or carerully 
concealed heavy and light machine gtllls~ By night he sent 
small sorties or aircraft to illuminate the Canadian lines 
with parachute flares and drop large numbers of anti ­
personnel bombs; both day and night he put in local counter­
attacks, frequently with the support of tanks. 
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324. The tactics evolved by the enemy to prevent 
our patrols from discovering very much about his dispositions 
were thoughtful and effeotive• By day most of his 
infantry would remain below ground, getting all the sleep 
they could, and leaving their positions to be guarded by 
a few well~placed sentries . At sundown the ent ire force 
would stand to, and when the light had failed, would move 
in very close to our lines and take our patrols at a 
disadvantage . At dawn they would pull back to their 
positions again . The method was particularly effective on 
the left flank of the Corps, where Brigadef'ilhrer Meyer 
realized our urgent need for information and devised the 
above means to deny it to us. (Special Interrogation 
Report

6 
lieyer; \l .D., G. S .,. H.~. 2 can Inf Div, July 1944~ 

Appx 2 , Int summary No . 6, 31. Jul 44) The result was 
that although we knew of the withdrawal of 2 and 21 Pz 
Di.vs, and were abl e to follow the gr adual shif'ting of 
272 Inf Div to the Troarn sector, yet our knowledge of 
the dispositions of 1, 9 and 12 SS pz Divs was vague and 
often contradictory. (Int summary No. 6) It is fair to 
observe , however, that our patrols were handicapped by a dearth 
of experienced l eaders . Recent heavy casualties among 
junior officers and non- c ommissioned offic ers oft en put 
the hazard of leading patrols on men whose enthusiasm did 
not make up for their lack of experience . (W.D., H.Q. 
6 Cdn Inf Bde, 30-31 Jul. 44) 

325. As both sides kept up a continuous fire-
fight with guns , mortars and small - arms, and enlivened it 
with patrols and raids, this lull in the offensive 
brought little respite to our troops sheltering in 
slit- trenches and in the cellars of ruined farm-houses 
along the line. The noise of the conflict echoed across 
the fields from dawn to dusk, only t o be taken up in new, 
uneasy tones as darkness closed in; and while losses 
never reached the proportions of 25 Jul, yet this static 
battle cost the Canadian Corps about 100 casualties a 
day. (W.D . , H. Q . 6 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 14; 
casualty statistics,. North-West Europe) At this r ate, 
as Lt-Gen Simonds pointed out to his senior officers , if 
we were to sit without further offensive action for 20 days, 
our casualties would amount to more than would normally be 
sustained by the corps in a stiff battle~ He was determined 
that our existing situation, however irksome or discouro.ging7 
must be exploited, no matter how tired the troops might be. 
When possible, they were t o be r ested, but on that he 
would make no promises, He fully realized how much re­
organization was necessary to place the fighting units and 
formations on a sound footing again, especially in view of 
the coming offensive ,· but he made it plain that in the cir­
cumstances, the second best must be accept ed, and that though 
wearied by incessant fighting, the troops must be pushed, if 
need be, to the bitter end . The German soldier set us a 
good example in warfare and gave us a grim incentive to 
better him at his own game , for ns long as our men were being 
shot at , they hnd no cause to believe in t he notion that the 
enemy was failing. However fluid the situation might seem 
to be elsewhere, whether on the Russian front or in the 
American sector, there, south of Caen, although well on the 
way to defeat, the enemy would still put up a determined 
resistance• (W.D . , 2 Cdn Fd Hist Sec, July 1944: Appx 5) 
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326 . one cheering circumstance was the swift retaliation 
and close support provided for our infantry by the air force .• 
Taking advantage of the weather, which remained fair despi te 
the occasional shower (W.D., 14. Cdn Met sec, July 1 944) , No .• 
83 Group R.A.F. aimed the wei ght of its blows on the enemy 
facing 2 Cdn Corps. Our fighter - bombers by day, and mediums 
by night , gave the enemy no rest . Their repeated sorties 
could be c learly observed from the Canadian positions break-
ing up counter-attacks and doing considerable damage for 
the l oss of only a few aircraft . (W.D . , G.s .• , H . ~. 3 Cdn 
Inf Div, July 1944: Appx 1, Ops Log, 28 Jul, serial 46) 

327 ~ The first change in dispositions came on 28 
Jur, when Essex Scot moved across the divisional sector, 
passed to the comtland of 4 Cdn Inf Bde and relieved R. 
Regt c. between ver rieres and the Falaise road. R. Regt 
c. ooved into the line again on the following day in the 
vicinity of Troteval Farm. 8 Cdn Reece Regt took over 
Beauvoir Farm from 131 Brit Inf Bde, enabling the latter 
to leave with the rest of 7 Armd Div and Gds Armd Div to 
take part in the western ofrensive . As a tenporary measure, 
Lt-Gen Simonds :took over 4 Brit Ar.t:ld Bde, of which Royal 
soots Greys (2nd Dr agoons ) came under the comraand of 2 Cdn Inf 
Div and were placed in. reserve north of Verriere~ . (W.D. ,_ 
G. S. , H. Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, J uly 1944 : Appx 25, Ops Log , ~~ Jul, 
Serials 282? and 2986; W.D. , H. Q, 2 Cdn Armd Bde, July 1944: 
Appx 9, Events Log, 29 Jul 44) 

328 . Further welcome reinforceoent arrived when 
4 Cdn Armel Div, conmanded by Maj-Gen George Kitching, D.S .O. , 
crossed the Odon br idges and J:lOVed into the positions 
evaouated by the outgoing 7 A.rtld Diy. 4 Cdn Arod Div, the 
last Canadian f ormation to cross the Channel , had waited 
among the commons and lanes of Sussex for a full mont h after 
the date ori ginally forecast for its enbarkation at Ti l bury -­
such were the delays imposed upon us by the enemy's stubborn 
defence of Caen . (W. D. , G.S . , H. Q, . 4 Cdn .ArDd Div, July 
1944) Divisional Headquarters was conplete in France by 28 Jul 
and, after a brief pause near cr,pon to renove the v1ater­
proofing fron its thousands of vehicles (the landing had been 
dry- shod} , the division drove on to vaucelles along dusty 
roads and tenk- tracks already choked with traffic of Gds 
and 7 Armd Divs , moving in the opposite direction. By night fal l 
of 29 Jul Maj-Gen Kitching had set up his headquarters near 
Corm.elles; he proceeded to depl oy 4 Cdn Armd Bde, under 
Brigadier E. L. Booth, D.s.o . and Bar, between Cormelles and 
Ifs , and 10 Cdn Inf Bde , under Brigadier J .C. Jefferson, D.s . o ., 
E.D., behind the rising ground east of Fleury-sur--Orne~ (W. Ds . , 
A , & Q,. , H. Q. . 4 Ccln Armel Div 1 28 and 29 Jul 44, and H . Q. , 10 
Cdn Inf Bde, .30 Jul 44) The troops found the chalky soil as 
hard to dig as that of Sussex but they dug now with fl 
quickened sense of urgency and spent a noisy night under 
hostile shellfire for the first ti.me , listening to the 
thunder ous r oar as our guns replied to the enerny ts 
challenge (Capt R.A. Spencer , History of the Fifteent h 
Can~dian Field Regiment, (Amsterd0.Iil, 1945), p~ 86), 

32?. On }0 Jul H.Q.. 4 Cdn A.rt1d Div took over t'roo 
H. Q.. 3 Cdn Inf Div in Faubourg de vaucelles, and preparations 
were set on foot to relieve 3 Cdn Inf Div in the line . (W.D. , 
G. S., H.Q,. 4 Cdn A.rnd Div, 30 Jul 44) As the forward 
positions were e:rposed and the approaches under fire, the 
rel ief took place at night. (Maj R.A. Paterson, A Histor~ 
of the loth Canadian Infant r y Brigade (n . p .J ~ . d . ), p. 18 



- 160 -

10 Cdn Int Bde began t o oove f orward to the Bourguebus 
salient at Did.night 30/31 Jul, and by 0300 hrs the relief 
of 9 Cdn Inf Bde was complete and the newcooers were 
settled i n their slit-trenches. Linc & Welld R. , the seni or 
infantry battalion; lay at Bourguebus, Alq R. at H'Ubert ­
Folie, A. & S.H. of c. at Bras, and 29 Gdn Armd Reece Regt 
was deployed in support on the r everse sl ope between Bras 
and·~cormelles. (Ibid ; and W.D. , H • .:t. 10 Cdn Inf Bde , 
30- 31 Jul 44) 4 caii'""Arcd Bde relieved 8 Cdn I nf Bde in 
their less exposed positions on the Corps ' l eft flank 
aoong wheatfields still litter ed with the bu.mt-out 
tanks of 8 Corps." Lake Sup R. (Mot), the brigade's 
z:tobile infantry cooponent; lJ.OVed into the line between 
Four and soliers1 and 22 Cdn Art1d Regt occupied Grentheville• 
The other an:ioured r egioents were depl oyed in r eserve, 
28 Cdn A.rmd Regt being at Mondeville , and 21 Cdn A.:md 
Regt ove r t owards Grentheville~ All r eginents were in 
position by 0500 hrs. (W;D.; H.~. 4 Cdn Artld. Bde, 31 Jul 
44) 7 Cdn Reece Rcgt was left behind by t he outgoing 
divisi on t o provide additiona l support in an infantry role 
f or 4 Cdn Arnd Ede, and 18 Cdn .Arnd c. Regt CB.I:le under 
Ma j -Gen Kitohing•s coomand f or the sane purpose . {W. D. , 
G.S . Ops, H.Q. First Cdn Aroy, July 1944 : Appx 103; W.D. , 
7 Cdn Reece Regt, 31 Jul 44; and H.D. , H.~. 2 Cdn A.rod Bde, 
July 1944: Appx 9, Events Log, 31 Jul 44 ) The oovenent 
i nvol ved in this r elief was assisted by ooonlight , and 
f ortunately the front was generally quiet, except f or 
occas i onal shelling which inflicted a few casualties in person­
nel and transport of Lake sup R. {Mot). (VI .D. , H. Q,. 4 Cdn 
A.rod Bde, 31 Jul 44) 

330. The weary troops under Maj-Gen Keller ' s 
conoand wer e thus able t o uove back across the Orne t o 
the vicinity of Colooby-sur-Thaon f or a period of r est and 
reorganization, the first the division had en j oyed in i t s 
entiret y since being corlt'litted t o battle on the beaches 55 
days previously. With days of relaxat ion in view, in an 
a r ea where the war seened quite far away and where, except 
fo r the distant runble of the guns, an unwonted quiet 
prevailed, officers and oen settled down t o the 1.ess exacting 
routine of physical repair. (W. D. , G.S., H.~. 3 Cdn Inf' Div, 
30-31 Jul 44 } They· oould do so in t he knowledge that 
since the first day of the invasion, in the villages and 
the subur'Qs and the plains of caen, they had earned what 
Lt-Gen crerar so truly described as a ''DB.gnificent fightill8 
r ecord" . Writing t o Maj-Gen Keller and Brigadier R.A. 
Wynan , C. B.E., D.s.o. , E.D. (conuanding 2 Cdn Arnd Bde) 
a few days bef or e the r elief, the Canadian Arny Comnander 
observed: 

These officers and uen, original and r einforcenents, 
have been in continuous and heavy righting f or over fifty 
days and night s. In the face of desperate and savage 
eneny resistance, c~sual.ties have also been continuous 
and sO!letiues heavy . But, the spirit of the regi.oents 
has never f a ltered. Indeed it has been teopered and trued 
in the fire of battle. The 3 Canadian Infantry Division 
and 2 Canadian Arnoured Brigade are now veteran fighting 
fo:roations. 

(W.D., G. S. Ops; H. Q; First 
Cdn Arny, July 1944: Appx 96 ; 
Ops Log , 28 Jul 44, Serial 14) 
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331. It was also f ound possible f or 2 Cdn Arod Bde 
to have a few dcys out f or we.ll-earned rest and necessary 
refitting. on 30 Jul , f or the first tine since D Day, the 
brigade had no fighting t o do . That afternoon Brigadier 
wynru1 and his headquarters noved across the Orne to Louvigny, . 
and on the following day they cane directly under the ooncand 
of Lt-Gen Sinonds . (W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Arni Bde, 30-31 Jul 44) 
6 Cdn Arnd Regt had already been withdrawn t o the Faubourg 
on the arriva l of the Greys of 4 Brit Arnd Bde, although 
on 29 Jul one troop's guns atteopted t o reduce the chu.rch­
tower in Fontenay-le-t!aroion. 10 Cdn ,\.rnd Regt was relieved 
on 30 Jul by 22 Cdn Al'tld Regt and ooved t o a position in 
rest o.t Fleu.ry-sur-Orne . (W.D • ., H. i.t . 2 Cdn Arnd Bde;, 
.ruly 1944: A,pp:x 9,, Events Log~ 3 0 Jul 44 ; and \I. D. , 
10 Cdn ArIJd Regt, 30-31 Jul 44 J 27 Cdn iU'Dd Regt r enained 
in reserve on the s outhern edge of Faubourg de Vaucelles 
(W. D., 27 Cdn arnd Regt , 24-31 Jul 44). 

332 , · During this peri od two Dinar, but vicious, 
local actions were f ought on the flanks of 2 Cdn Inf 
Div , where the eneny held positions too close t o our f orward 
troops f or coo.fort . The church in st . Martin-de-Fontenay, 
troublesone during the fighting on 2.5 Jul, still reoained 
in the hands of the eneay, who had turned it into a 
strongpoint t o bar the way t o the nine- shafts south of the 
village . The accuracy with which the Gem.ans were dropping 
shells and nortar bonbs on our troops indicated that they 
nust be using the t ower o:f the church as an observation 
post . R~ de Mais , who were occupying st . AD.drg and part of st. 
Martin 1 nade several atteopts to neutralize this t ower, but 
were overwhelned by ourderous fire . The effort t o knock the 
church-tower down by shelling was f ollowed by further attacks 
by the infantry, one tha t night and another the next day. 
(W.D., H. ~ . 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 29 Jul 44) Neither succeeded . 
The eneny retained possession of the neighbouring houses 
and our troops had difficulty in getting baok t o the 
conparative shelter of St . Andr6. (W. D., R. de Mais, 28-29 
Jul 44) On 30 .Tul Brigadier Young ordered FUs M.R. t o relieve 
R. de Mais and t o study the task of capturing the offending 
church~ (\/ .. D. ,, H. i . 6 Cdn Inf' Bde, 29 Jul 44} The relief 
was conpleted by 0630 hrs, 31 Jul~ A few hours later 
Brigadier Young hiuself nade a reconnaissance flight over 
the sector and, on his return, he inforned the battalion that 
the church wo.s by no neans inpregnable and could be taken by 
a deternined effort (ibid). It so happened th ut diversionary 
artillery fire had been planned f or that night t o draw the 
eneoy's attention froo our forthcooing a ttack on Tilly-la­
Canpagne , and it was decided that this fire could also con­
veniently serve the purpose of supporting the assault by Fus 
M. R. (~) Plans wer e quickly dr awn up f or sappers fron 
11 Fd Coy R.C.E. t o breach the church walls in order t o let 
in the infantry. ( J. D. , Fus M.R. , 31 Jul 4 4 ) At 0400 hrs 
on 1 Aug the diversionary fire ceased and the s appers advanced 
t o lay their charges, but the eneoy's nachine-gunners drove theci 
away. (W. D., R . ~ . 6 Cdn Inf .Me, l Aug 44) Nevertheless the 
infantry pressed hone their attack, gallantly led by Major 
J.D. Dextraze, ~nd by 0645 hrs they had silenced the defenders, 
whose bodi es identified then a s bel onging t o the redoubtable 
9 SS Pz Div (ibid) . 
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333. The s econd of these actions t ook place on the 
opposite (eastern) flank. on 29 Jul sone scattered farm build­
ings o.nd a long orchard, situated west of Tilly- la- Campagne 
and close t o the nain highway, and us ed by the eneny a s a strong­
point, were attacked by a conpany of Essex scot supported by a 
troop of Greys and the guns of 5 end 6 Cdn Fd Regts. The 
inf'antry went in over the open ground northeast of Verrieres, 
crossed the highway, engaged the eneny in fierce hand-to-hand 
fighting, end succeeded in capturing sone of the buildings~ 
The ensuing struggle was costly, but by l o.st light the position 
w~s consolidat ed . The r eason f or the eneoyts interest in the 
faro then becaoe apparent, f or the Gerno.ns had been using it 
as a water -point, since it was equipped with lo.rge tanks 
capable of supplying the neighbouring villcges. (W. D. 1 Essex 
Scot , 29 Jul 44; see al.so ilr Photo in AEF/4 Cdn Inf 'Bde/C/D., 
Docket III) 

334. \'/orried and annoyed by such persistent 
aggressiveness, the eneny r et aliat ed hopefully e.nd experi.­
nento.lly. on the norning of 31 Jul he tried an attack 
against the right flank of 2 Cdn Inf Div with one of his 
long-uwo.ited secret weapons~ Fron behind a smoke screen 
twelve niniature radio-controlled ~anks were sent against 
the positions of R.H. L.I. in Verrieres. Each neasured 12 
f eet l ong and five f eet high, weighed f our t ons and carried 
Boo lbs . of explosive. They were seen noving fron a snall 
pocket of dead ground soutlheast of R.H.L.I.'s position nt 
about 15 Diles an hour, clearly visible despite the I!JOttled 
paper cnnouflage and the wisps of straw fron the stacks in 
which they had lain concea l ed fron the view of our des­
tructive Typhoons. For so~e reason six of theo turned bock, 
but the others run bled on towards our f orward coopany.. our 
troops let fly with their nnohine- guns, but the bullets 
r attled hnrnlessly off the axoour plate . Their anti - tank 
guns proved nore effectiver but two of these r obots did 
actually penetrcte the position and explode, causing sone 
casualties fron blast o.nd flying pieces. By 0830 hrs the 
exciting - - if :ineffectual -- attnok wns over . our troops 
stood to f or some hours but the phenooonon did not recur. 
(W.D., G.S. , H. ~ . 2 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944 : Appx 20, Int 

Summo.ry No . 6, 3l J'ul 44 ; and W. Ds •. , R . Regt C,, and R.H.L.I., 
31 Jul 44) In this l atest resort by the eneoy t o the methods 
of the l aborat ory and scientific workshop the Canadians 
showed theoselves s onewhat recalcitrant and intractable as 
guinea pigs. 
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FIRST CW ARMY TAKES OVER ( 31 JUL) 

335. · At noon on the last day of July• 55 days a:rter 
the first landings in Normandy• 2 Odn Corps passed to the 
command of First Cdn Army, and Lt-Gen Crerar fell heir to 
the entire left flank of the Allied bridgehead, as provided 
in the plan tor Operation "OVERLORD". (Cf A.H.Q.. Report No. 
~ para 39) Surrounding Caen to a depth o:f' about four mlles 
and reaching the sea at Sallenelles, his front* was now some 
20 miles in length; his boundary with Second Army ran north• 
ward from the con:fluenoe of the Orne and Laize to the bend. 
at Louvigny, ,thenoe across Gbuntry west of Le Mesnil to the 
railway culvert on the main road outside of Carpiquet. (W.D., 1 

G .S. Ops , H. Q. First Cdn Army, July 1944: Appx 10 3) The 
month of growing impatience had come to a close, and Lt-Gen 
Crerar and his sta:ff were ready to assume responsibility for 
the drive on Falaise, ·to break through the Ellemy' s :f'orm-
idable defences and to destroy the position on which he must 
depend for an orderly w1 thdrawal to the line of the Seine. -

336. Now that all Canadian units and formations** 
in the th eatre had been brought under their own higher 
command, the first Canadians to serve in the field under a 
Canadian Army Commander, their pride and sense of the historic 
occasion were not unmiogled with regret. From the beginning 
of the invasion until 11 Jul 3 Cdn Inf Div had fought under 
l Brit Corps. Lt-Gen Simonds had served so far under Lt-Gen 
Dempsey, The arrangement had worked remarkably well: the 
staffs of the various Canadian and British headquarters were 
on the best or terms; co-operation between them was easy 
and effective; the co-ordination of their training had 
ensured that our forces could be grouped according to the 
requirements of the tactical situation with speed but 
without impairment to efficiency. The following oo.rmn.ent 
in the General Staff War Diary of H.Q. ·2 Cdn Oorps 
briefly recorded a situation familiar to all those who had 
helped to .make it so successful: 

While there is sat i sfaction in becoming part 
of First. Cdn Army, there will be genuine regret in 
H.Q.. 2 Cd.n Corps at leaving Second Brit Army. 2 
Cdn Corps' relations wt th Second Brit Army and 
other corps of that formation have been excellent, 
and while we learned much from them we found our 
ideas and methods of working already :f1 tted theirs 
surprisingly well. Three somewhat complicated 
plans were made and carried out with a minimum 
of f'uss and no serious hitches. 

(W .D., G.S. ,- H.~. ·2 Cd.n 
Corps, · 31 Jul 44) 

*The tront held by First Cdn Army on Jl Jul 44 is 
shown on Map No. 6. A more detaile_d .map showing the location 
oi' the units .may be seen on Appx "F" of C.M.H.Q.. Report No. 131. · 

**It should not be forgotten that 1 Cdn Para Bn had 
been :fighting as part of 6 Airborne Div (l Brit Corps) sinoe 
D Day. This unit's · experiences are dealt with in Hist Seo, 
AJI.Q., Report No. 26, The lat. Canadian Paraohute Battalion 
in France, 6 June - 6 September. 1944.-
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337. These conditions were to prevail throughout 
the campaign. Tt ey guaranteed the success of what came to be 
1n its composition another A:rm.y of the Commonwealth, comprising 
both Dominion and British troops um Etr the same command, 
as they had been in the famous Eighth, with which l Ccn Cor:ps 
was still fighting in Italy. Like the Eighth, First Cdn 
Army was to become more widely international in its oompo­
~ition for, as the Commander-in-Chief had i nformed Lt-Gen 
crerar, the Belgian and Dutoh contingents , soon to be brought 
in from the United Kingdom, were to come under his command 
on their arrival on the Continent. (C.-in-C. Directive 
n515, 27 Jul 44) Unlik~ Eighth Army, however, the commander 
of First Cdn Army was h.ilr.self a general officer from a 
Dominion, and in assuming so unusual and unique a respons­
ibility, Lt-Gen Crerar was to have the distinction of 
carrying Commonwealth and, indeed, Allied, military relations 
a notable stage further in their evolution. 

338~ This Report has been written and prepared by 
Liseut R.H. Roy, C.I.C. 

~~, lf~, 
for (C.P. Sta6ey)° ooionel 
Director Historical Section. 



APPENDIX II A" 
to Report No . 58 

ORDER OF BATTLE OF 21 A. GP, 1 JUL 44 

l Corps 

SECOND BRITISH .AID.IT" 

30 Armd Bde 
33 A.rmd Bde 

3 Inf Div (8 , 9, 185 Inf Bdes) 
3 Cdn Inf Div (7,8,9 Cdn Inf Edes) 
51 Inf Div (152,153, 154 Inf Bdes) 
6 Airborne Div (3 , 5 Para Bdes , 

2 Cdn Armd Bde 
27 Armd Bde 

6 Airlanding Bde) 

17? Inf Ede (ex 59 Inf Div) 
l S . S. Ede 
4 S .S. Ede 

8 Corps 

11 Armd Div (29 Armd , 159 Inf Bdes) 
15 Inf Div (44 , 46 , 227 Inf Bdes) 
43 Inf Div (129 , 130, 214 , 32 Gds Inf Bdes)* 
53 Inf Div (71,158,160 Inf Bdes) 
31 Tk Bde 
4 Armd Bde 

12 Corps 

59 Inf Div (176 ,197 Inf Bdes) 

30 Corps 

? Armd Div (22 Armd, 131 Inf Bdes) 
49 Inf Div (70,146 , 147 Inf Edes) 
50 Inf Div {69,151,231 Inf Edes) 
8 Axmd Bde 
56 Inf Bde 

*32 Gds Inf Bde was under command 43 Inf Div . The 
armoured brigade of Gds Armd Div (5 Gds A.rmd Bde) had landed 
in Normandy by 3 Jul . 
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to Report No . 58, continued 

FIRST UNITZD STATES ARMY 

V U.S . Corps 

101 Airborne Div (501 , 502,506 
Para Inf Regts; 327 ,401 Glider 
Inf Regts} 

2 Armd Div (66,67 Armd Regts, 
41 Inf Regt) 

1 In~ Div (16 ,18,26 Inf Regts) 
2 Inf Div (9,23,38 Inf Regts} 

VII U.S . Corps 

9 Inf Div (39,47,60 Inf Regts) 

VIII U.S . Corps 

4 Inf Div (8,12,22 Inf Regts} 
79 Inf Div (313 , 314, 315 Inf Regts) 
83 Inf Div (329, 330, 331 Inf Regts} 
90 I~ Div (357,358 , 359, Inf Regts) 
82 Airborne Div (504 , 505, 507, 508 

Para Inf Regts; 325 Glider 
Inf Regt ) 

XIX U.S . (Armd) Corps 

3 Armd Div {32 , 33 Armd, 36 Inf Re~ts) 
29 Inf Div (115,116,175 Inf Regts) 
30 Inf Div (117 , 119,120 Inf Regts) 

Sources : C. I .G.S . War Office Summaries, North- West France, 
2 Jul 44; (HS} 215A21 . 065{D3) : Order of Battle, 
21 A. Gp, 1 Jul 44. 



APPENDIX I I Bii 
to Report No . 58 

TPE ATTACK ON CARl>I$UET 
(OPERATION 'WINDSOR11 ) 

ORDER OF BATTLE 

8 CDN DrF BDE 

With under Command 

R. Wpg Rif 
•1 A" Sqn 22 Dgns R .A. C. (Flails) 
·' B11 Sqn 141 R.A. C. (Crocodiles) 
80 Aslt Sqn R.E. (5 Aslt Regt R. E. ) (A. Vs .R.E.) 
52 Cdn A. t k Bty 
Two M 10 Tps 105 Cdn A. tk Bty 
246 A. tk Bty less one troop (l?-pr) 
One Tel A.s .s .u. 

oli th in Suu;)ort 

10 Cdn Armd Regt 
3 Cdn Inf Div Arty 
6 Fd Regt R.A. 
Three medium regiments) 
One field regiment ) 4 A.G.R. A. 
One heavy regiment ) 
Three medium regiments less one battery - 3 A.G.R. A. 
Two medium regiments - 8 Corps 
Four field regiments - 59 Inf Div 
Two field regiments - 3 Brit Inf Div 
R.N. Resources 
All artillery under C. C.R.A. , l Corps 
16 Cdn Fd Coy R. C.E. 
11 A'' and 11 B'' Coys (M.M.G. ) C.H. of O. (M .G. ) 
11 D·' Coy (Mort ar) C.H. of O. (M .G. ) 

(W .D. , H . ~. 8 Cdn Inf Bde; July 1944: 
Appx 11, Op Order -No . 14) 
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PH.ASE II 
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A "D'PEND IX " c II 
to Report No . 58 

THE ATrACI: ON CAE~T, 8~9 JUL 
ORDER OF BATTLE• OP 11CHARN\\TOOD 11 

3 CDN INF DIV 

With under Command 

Inns of Court Regt 

Vlith in Support 

2 Cdn Armd Bd e 
One Sqn 22 Dgns , less two tps 
One Sqn 5 A. R .E. 
One Tp "B" Sqn 141 R.A.C. 
247/62 A. tk Bty (12 prs) 
245/62 (S . P . ) A. tk Bty 

9 CDN INF BDE 

With under Command 

94 Cdn A. tk Bty 
245/62 (S . P . ) A. tk Bty, less one troop 
One Tel A.s .s .u. 

With in Support 

27 Cdn Armd Regt 
One Sqn 22 Dgns , less two troops 
One Sqn 5 Assault Regt R. E. 
One Tp "Bi' Sqn, 141 R. A. C. 
18 Cdn Fd Coy R. C.E. 
"C" Coy C.H. of O. (M.G .) 
11D' Coy C.H. of O. (M .G. ) less one platoon 

9 CDN INF BDE 

With under Command 

94 Cdn A. tk Bty 

With in Support 

27 Cdn Armd Regt 
18 Cdn Fd Coy R. C.E . 
11ca Coy C.H. of 0 . (M .G. ) 
One platoon ·1D11 Coy C.H. of 0 . (M. G. ) 

7 CDN INF BDE 

With under Command 

4 Cdn A. tk Bty 
245/62 A. tk Bty, l ess one troop (to be picked 

up from 9 Cdn Inf Bde) 
One Tel A.S.s .u. (to be picked up f r om 9 Cdn 

Inf Bde) 
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A"P"PENDIX "D" 
to Report No . 58 

THE HOLD~TG ATTACK ~ 2 CDN CORPS 

(OPERATIOF 1 SPRI~1G 1 ) 

ORDER OF BATTLE 

2 C:JN CORPS 

2 Cdn Inf Div 

With under command 2 Cdn Armd Bde less one regiment 

3 Cdn Inf Div 

With under command 10 Cdn Armd Regt of 2 Cdn A.rmd Bde 

7 Armd Div 

Vii th under command 11 H. 

Gds Armd Div 

18 Cdn A.rmd C. Regt 

In Support : 

8 A. G .. R. A. 

(v; .D. , G.S • .t H. '1, . 2 Cdn Corps July 1944 : 
Appx ,5, Op Instr No . 3) 

DIVISIONS 

2 Cdn Inf Div 

H. Q. •. 2 Ccln Inf Div 
Attached Tol 1 Cdn A.S.s .u. 

8 Cdn Reece Re'!t 
2 Cdn Armd Bde less 10 Cdn Armd Regt 

4 Cdn Inf Bde 
With under command: 

R. Regt C. 
R.li.L . I . 
Fus : . R . 
•1 B·1 Coy Tor Scot R . (M . G . ) 
11 Cdn Fd Amb 
One Tp 17-prs, 2 Cdn A. tk Regt 

In Support: 

One Sqn 6 Cdn A.rmd Regt 
One Tp 20-mm, 3 Cdn L.A. A. Regt 

Attached: 

Tel l Cdn A.S .s .u .. 

5 Cdn Inf Bde 
With under command : 

R.H. C. 
Calg Fi ghrs 
Camerons of C. 
'C" Coy Tor Scot R. (M.G. ) 
18 Cdn Fd .Amb 
One Tp 17-prs , 2 Cdn A. tk Regt 



Appendix "E" 
to Report No .. "J8 

llAPS 

The fo1lowing maps have been used in this Report: 

GSGS 2738 France 1/250,000 

GSGS 4249 France 1/100,000 

GSGS 4250 France 1/50,000 

GSGS 4347 France 1/25,,000 

Sheets 3A ct 8 

Sheets 6F & 7F 

Sheets 6F/2, 6F/4, 7F/l, 
7F/2, ?F/3, 7F/4 

Sheets 37/16NE, 37/18SE, 
40/18NW I NE, ffil ~ SE, 
40/14 'NW, 40/14 NE 
















