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N 0 TE S 

l· H~wto locate complete references: 

The first ~uotation from any given 
source is fully referenced. Subsequent 
references to the same source are 
abbreviated. To locate the full 
reference for an abbreviated one turn 
to the 11List of German Sources 11 on 
page XVIII. The first paragraph number 
~pposite the title in question in
dicates the paragraph with the full 
reference. 

2. Use of single dash: 

A single dash preceding a sentence or 
a part of a sentence indicates that 
the next reference does NOT cover the 
text which preceded the single dash. 

3. Use of term i;sitwestn: 

In the present Report the term 11Sitwesta 
~tands for "Daily" or for "Intra-day"· 
Situation Heports of the German C. -in-C. 
West. 

The "Daily Situation Report 11 (Ta~esmeldung) 
was usually issued in the early ours 
of the following day and dated accordingly. 
Throughout the present Report, however, 
the date given for a Sitwest is the day 
FOR WHICH, not on which it was issued. 
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R E S . T .. R. I . C . T E · D 

REP 0 R T NO. 77 

HISTORICP,L SECTION {G4S.) 

ARMY HEADQ,U..tRT"ERS 

THE CAMPAIGN IN NORTH-WEST EUROPE 
!NFOIDETION FROM GEruJ.U'iN SOURCES 

31 Mar .58 

Part TV: Higher Direction of O]_erations 
from Falaise Debacle to Ardennes 
Offensive (20 Aug - 16 Dec 44) 

l. The present report deals in the main with 
information from contemporary German military sources on 
the successive measures taken by tbe highest German 
command authorities in autumn 1944 to stave off the 
conse quences of the disaster they had suffered in 
Normandy. On the whole, tactical information has been 
introduced only where it influenced the decisions of 
the High Command, but due to the absence of a separate 
vehicle for the period 8 Nov - 16 Dec7 the paragraphs 
dealing with that period carry also tactical and 
administrative information of a lower order. The 
report is a direct continuation of: 

Historical Section 

Battle of Normandy, 

and a companion report to: 

2. Earlier Histori'Cal Section (G•S.) Reports 
on German operations in North~West Europe in 1944 were 
the following·: 

No, 40 The Campaign in North~West Europe, 
Part I; German Defence Preparations 
in the West; and 

No, 41 The Germ.an Defences in the
Oourseulles-st. Aubin Area. 
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SOUHCES OF I N.FOill.L.'r ION 

3. As in :i;,ir evious reports, the su:1] orting 
evidence consists almost wholly of original contemporary 
German military doc uments which it was possible, thanks to 
the unfailing courtesy and co-operation of all concerned, 
to take on loan, have re:1roduced by , or ins ·) ect on the 
premises of one or another of the following United States 
agencies: 

United States De nartment of the c.'.Imy, '11he 
.'\.djutant General's Off ice, Ca -.--itured Records 
Section (formerly styled Ger.man Military 
Documents Section), _l\lexandria, Va . ; 

United States Department of t he !i..rmy, Off ice 
of the Chief of Military History, Foreign 
Studies Branch, Washington, D. C.; 

United States De J1artment of the Navy, Office 
of the Director of Naval History, U.S. Naval 
Records and Historical Divis ion, .'1...rlington, Va. 

4. A certain amount of inf orma ti on has been 
taken from some of the many post war studies that have 
been pre pared by former German senior officers for the 
Office of the Chief .of Military History, Vl/ashington, D.C. 

5. In all cases where a re--?roduction of a source 
document is being permanently retained by the Historical 
Section {G.S.), the first r eferenc e to the document is 
followed by the Histor.ical Section l!Iaster Index .Jumber . 

6. ~uoted matter has been underlined in 
. accordance with the original text. Words enclosed in 
s quare brackets did not a~pear in the ori8inal t ext but 
have been added for clarification. 

SITU..:'..TIOH ON 20 .'i.UG 44 

7. ,:\.t the end of June 1944 Field J\lfa.rshal von 
Rundstedt told Hitler at Berchtesgaden that the situation 
in Normandy was beyond remedy . On 1 Jul he proposed the 
evacuation of the Caen bridgehead. On 3 Jul he was relieved 
and superseded b y Field i1arshal von Ia.us e. One month later 
von Kluge was harried into launching an ariiloured thrust 
towards Avranches. He had been denied the desired 
opportunity to explain that his armour was far too weak 
for any chance of success . The attack was quickly smothered 
at Mortain . .".1.t the same time American armour was roaming 
freely through the countryside south and southeast of 
Seventh 11.rmy and Fifth Panzer .'.\.rmy, pressure from the 
North along the Caen - Falaise ax is was growing , _\llied 
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forces in the '..lencon - Carrouges area could not be brouGht 
to a halt, encirclement was i mminent. During the night 
14/15 Aug von Kluge proposed a withdrawal to the Northeast. 
On 16 Aug he told Jodl on the t elephone that the Fiihrerts 
order to continue resistance could-· not be carried out , 
A few hours later the FUhrer countenanc ed a withdrawal from 
the pocket. On the next day Field Marshal Model a ppeared 
at the headq_uarters of )..rm.y Group B, pr esented_ a handwritte n 
letter from Hitler and r e lieved von Kluge. Tvvo days later 
the pocket was closed at Chambois. Model had assumed 
command in the dyin~; hours of two Ger.man .!-'.x.mies . The 
outlook was bleak; to save the German Dosition in France 
a forbidding task. (H.S. Re port No. 56, Invasion and Battle 
of Normandy, .2J2. cit, passim). J't list of the :1rinci2)al 
ary 1)ointments in tii"e West during the ;::ieriod under review 
a ~ryears as . .\~Ynendix ::An to the :present re ')Ort. 

8. Disastrous situations were nothin0 new to 
:Model. He had been !?laced before in cha r e;e of _.1.rmies and 
.Axmy Grou:is that had been crushed by greater force and 
drained of substance as a result of Hitler's private 
strategy. He had just lived through one of these sequences 
of crisis, disaster and makeshift stabilization further 
back . Merely tho climate was different in Franco. 

9. For in the East, by the s pring of 1944 
Russian skill in command had become dagger-shar~J , manpower 
and supplies plentiful, while on the other hand the two 
hundred odd German and Germa n-controlled divisions between 
the Gulf of Finland and the Black Sea were tired, undermanned 
and short of materiel. Yet, deployed on shorter lines 
this nevertheless still mighty forcG might have checked 
the Russian drives for many months to come. :-illd until 
late in August it would have been possible - and was deemed 
imperative by all his generals if not by Hitler himself -
to withdraw Army Group North from its exposed ~:) osition in 
the Baltic areas, where it had been comm.andGd to stand 
fast for reasons that had lost validity. J.is it was, 
ample warning signs in the central :F:ast had re;:aained unheeded 
on the highest orders, ~'ttm.y Group North had not been used 
to thicken better lines further back and 1::ierhap~ free 
suitable formations for the West, Field Marshal Busch's 
.. '\.rmy Group Centre had been smashed, and comraand over its . 
remnants addea_ to the burdens of Field Marshal Model, C. -in-C . 
. :\rrny Group Northern Ukraine , Exce pting a case of gravest 
calamity on one front only, the East now had nothing to 
s 1:iare for the 1.A.Test, just as the West had nothin; to s pare 
for the East . Taking com.mand in France , Hodel would have 
to imurovise a nd see what the homeland could provide. 
Hitler however was already thinking in t er.ms of great 
counterstrokes with new levies . 

10 , Looking at the most recent issue of the 
11Period.ica1· Schematic Order of Bat t le of the GeriiJan J.\.rmy 0 

(15 . .\ug 44), (981.045(Dl), O.B, Wes t s e ction shown in 
translated form as I.nDendix ::B :; to the present He port), 
Field Marshal Model saw himself at the head of two ~\rmy 
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Groups (Army Group Band Army Group G*), of which Army 
G:oup B controlled the Armed Forces Command Netherlands, 
Fifteenth i\.rmy, Seventh Army and Fifth Panzer Army, while 
.Army Group G controlled First Army and Nineteenth Army. 
Passing from the form of things to the substance it was 
evident that ~'\.:rmy Group B had virtually lost Seventh A.rmy, 
Fifth Panzer Army and the better pa r t of Fifteenth l\.rmy; 
while tiny First A:rmy was r etreating eastwards, and 
Nineteenth l\.rmy struggling northwards through the Rhone 
valley, desperately anxious to extricate itself from the 
clutches of the guerillas. 

11. On the ~llie d side the Gerrtan defeat in 
Normandy had given rise to the hope that it might be 
possible to wreck tho German war machine with one swift 
thrust along the northern route to the Ruhr and 3orlin . 
Had such a cour se not been a political im~Jos s ibility, and 
had it been f easibl e with Lntwerp not yet o··Jen - a matter 
on which the writer cannot ··; r es ume to offer-· an 01Jinion -
it might have hastened the downfall of the doomed but not 
yet beaten enemy . One gr eat O]~ortunity ha d already faded 
away, for had 0eneral Patton been allowed to push-on f r om 
P..r gentan to Fal aise, or - l ater on - the forces that 
escape d from the lJOc lrnt envelo · e d by a swee9 to the coast 
on the south or north shore of the Seine below ?aris, 
with one S')ea rhead cutting off the slow moving infantry 
remnants of Fif t eenth .. :.'J:my f urther up the coast, and the 
right wing of the invading force cutting off tottering 
.Army Group G, the cam:Jaign in France would have been over 
in September, the country open to be t aken at will, the 
creation of a new Germa n front in the Vvest irrnossible due 
to lack of c orw.11and staffs, cadres and troo::..Js. ~~* 

* 'Probably because it was compos ed of t wo ::..rmies, 
_\.rmy Group G in Allied literature is usually r eferred to 
as an Army Group. Actually, until 11 Sep 44 , it was that 
neither in name nor in size . Its off i cial designation was 
Armeegruppe G. (The German word for _'\.rmy Group is 
Heerosgruppe) . In the scale of Ger ma n format ions .\.rmeegruppe 
stands for an undersized .!':..rm.y, smaller than an ,~:..rm.y but 
larger than an _\.rmeeabt e ilung , which is an oversized Corps. 
It would not have be en exnedient to call this nodest force 
an .A.rmy Group , thereby conferring on its command staffs 
powers, pr csti e:,e ana .. rat es of .7! aY a :;:ipro:1riate in the case 
of the huge forces designa ted as _'l_rmy Groups in other 
theatres of o~erations. 

** Like many other authors of German post war narratives, 
Zimmermann made t h is point very strongly and said: 11Vfuy 
the enemy neglect ed this opportunity I do not know :: . 
(O .c .M.H., F.S .B ., MS B-308, Zi nunerm.ann, O.B. West from. 
Atlantic Wall to Siegfried Line , 11A Study in Co1i'.li1land i: , 

English text, paras 221 - 225) (981SOM(D94 )) 
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THE D..i Y.S OF THE C-1~3~'-'-T VOID 

12. In the afternoon of 20 ~·~w; Model received 
the Ftihrer's Directive: 

to hold the bridgehead west of :?aris; 

to prevent an enemy breakthrough between 
Seine and Loire towards Dijon; 

to reform the badly battered !'..rmies behind 
tho TouQues sector, armour at the south 
f lan_'\r; 

and, if the area forward of the Seine 
could not be held, to fall back and defend 
the line: Seine - Yonne - Canal de 
Bourgogne - Dijon - Dol - Sv1iss border. 
( ~aris bridgehead to be held) . 

(For full translation see Historical 
Section (GS) Report No . .50, £12. cit, 
~\ppx iiJl,ipr ) 

13. The way things were going this order had 
to be read: 11Do the best you can11 • For even experienced 
and down-to-earth Model must have found it difficult 
to estimate what could be done . Of three vital factors 
only one was a known q_uantity, namely the fact that there 
was no strategical reserve . The contemporary German Order 
of Battle (para 10 above) shows the P.:rmy High Comm.and 
(conducting operations in the East) without the slightest 
vestige of a reserve - even the ~·.:rmy Grou·)s had nothing 
worth mentioning - , while the· .. \.rmed Forces Hit,h Command 
(conducting operations in the West\ .,sP,owed no reserve beyond 
the prospective Fist Parachute ..'.\rmy. Unknown was how much 
there could be salvaged from the debacle in France, and 
how much the homeland might provide in fresh troops and 
arms. Some informa tion on the latter ) Oint was now coming 
to hand. 

14. l!ot counting the nest egg of paratroo:;>s 
in training in the Netherlands (First Parachute _\.rmy had 
been mentioned in the War Diary of O.B. West as eerly as 
28 Mar 44 (c.~.s. - 8.5430, W.D. O.B. West, March 1944, 
28 Mar) ( 981CW(D82)), Model could expect the following 
reinforcements: 
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2 seasoned combat divisions almost i mmediately,* 

3 green infantry divisions shortly,~:'* 

2 shadow divisions late -in Se ptember, ~:: 'te: * 

2 independent ~anzer brigades almost 
immediately, ·-':: ':<* 

9 fortress battalions {category personnel) 
soon, and 

17 assor t ed ro :9l acement battalions shor tly . 

(C.R.S ... 751L~5/6, A Gp B, Ftihrer Orders 
and Hise Docs Jun-Sep L'r4 , 0 .B. West Ops 
l'To. 6894/44 , of 21 :.ug tA , ~uoting 
OI&/WFSt/Ops {H) West No. 001044/ 44, of 
21 Aug 44 ) (981AGpB(D2)) 

They were 3 and 15 l"'z Gren Di vs. On 25 }. .. ug 3 l'.Jz Gren 
Div was being concentrated at Verona f or transfer to the 
western theatre . (H .s. He port No. 27, The Italian Campaign 
{11 .Aug - 31 Oct 4 t~ ), Inf orms.tion from Gerrilan Sources, :=>ara 
40 f)~ while l.5 ::?z C-ren Di v was coinn1encinG its move to 
France via the Brenner Pass (ibid, Dara 3.5). On the Geri.nan 
.Army High Comm.and Sitmap WestfOr 2·· :Sep 4tr the two divisions 
were shown on the east bank- of the Moselle river in the 
general area east of Pont-a-Mousson (less one regL'D.ent of 
15 Pz Gren Div, which was shown WN!tV Longwy ) { OKH Si tmap 
West, 2 Sep 44) (981HC(Dl24)). 

** They were 36, 5.53 and 563 Gr en Divs. Beginning on 
1 Sep, 36 Gren Div would move forward from the strategically 
situated troop tra ining grounds at Baumh.older, about 30 
miles ESE Trier, where sincG 21 Jul it had been in the 
process of reorganization as a triangular division. The 
cadres were largely composed of men who had ac (_uired eastern 
experience under distinguished co.rru:,.1and 1 but little had 
actually come back from the original 36 Inf Div, which had 
been decimated during operation ncitadelle n in Summer 1943 
and badly mauled a gain in the Beresina trap in June 1944. 
Now it was rounding into form once more. \c.n.s. - Hl/5.54, 
ORR, Army General Staff, Org Soc, 1-iiisc Orders 1943 - 194.5) 
{981HC(D204) folios 2.00 and 201 of re production); {U.s . . ~u-my, 
Mil Int Div, w·ashington, 194.5, Order of Battle of the Ger.man 
!l.rmy, pp . 151-1.52) 

.5.53 and .563 Gren Divs were also to move up as of 
1 Sen (O .B. West, Ops No. 6894/ 44, cited para 14 above). 
In the event however it was .559 and not 5b3 Gren Div which 
ai;ipeared in the West. Both, .5.53 and .559 Gren Divs were 
part of the 15 11 Blocking Divisions!' (Sperrdivisionen) which, 
under the headin[; of 11 29th Wave", were being readied for 
emryloyment in the East as of 1 Sep on orders which had been 
issued on 10 Jul 44. (c .n.s. - H17.5.54, Army General Staff, 
Org Sec, ~cit) (Photostat 981HC(D204 ) folio 202 of 
reproduction} 

(footnotes continued on next page) 
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15 · -~J.l t his added up to a substantial num.be r of 
~en but not to an integrated force capable of .ma.Icing an 
impact or creatins a new front. Unless urovided with 
seasoned cadres and skilled cow..a.and staffs these troo ·1s 
would perish in vain. No doubt it would be possible to 
drum u~ some further stop-ga p units, but nothins really 
substantial would materialize before the beginnin.; of 
November . On 19 -''-ug Jodl had not ed in his diarv that the 
Ftihrer wanted 2.5 new Volksgrenadierdivisions to~ becozne 
available in November and December, for that would be the 
time to become offensive a c;;ain. (C .R .S. - OKW/1760, Jodl, 
Diary Note~, p. 3 6) ( 981HC {D.50) ) • : i.nd on 23 _._,_ug Guderian had 
issued the formal order for the format ion of those 25 
divisions as the 32nd Wave (C . .iL S. - Hl/551;., O:KH, krmy 
General Staff, Org Sec, 22. cit, The Chief of the General 
Staff of the .::.rmy, Org Sec No. 1/18901/ ..;.t,. , of 23 Aug 44 ) 
(981HC(D204 ) folios 167 - 169 of reproduction). But in the 

(footnotes continued from pa c e 6) 

**::;< 
Shadow divisions were bodies of troo'JS organized_ lilrn 

divisions but without supply troops and used to reform badl~r 
shattered forma tions. In the more recent -.)as t orders for 
the creation of shadow divisions had been issued: 

on 4 Jul for four divisions (28th wave) (Ibid, fol 203) 
and on 3 Aug for five divisions (31st wc:,ve ) (Ibicf, fol 18 0 ) 

NOTE: To complete the -"1 icture of t he conte:n:porary waves: 
30th wave consisted of six assorted infantry 
divisions to be ref-0rmed in various countries 
(Ibid, f ol 161) . After the s umm.ert s debacles in 
France anc, Russia t h e adminis tre. tive part of the 
German war ma chine was also be g inning to labour 
under the strain , Orsanization orders beca.me 
more frequent, but for smaller grou) s, and the 
fact t hat an order to ors anize alone certain 
lines had been 3 iven meant no lon5er that the 
troo--)S would reach the field in the fo:rm orig inally 
laid--down. More and more t he organizational 
picture was being obscured by a succession of 
chances and anendm.ents dictated b.1 nocossity. 

****Orders for the orga nization of t e n inde ~1endent panzer 
brigades had been issued on 11 Jul L1-L1r . They were to be ready: 

Nos. 101 lQL~ by 15 __ \ug , 
Nos. 105 nnd 106 by 31 _\ug , 
1:Tos . 107 and 108 by 19 Sep, 
nos. 109 and 110 by 2.5 Sep . 

(Ibid, fol 183) 

Ultimately Bde s 105 - 110 we~e organized along lines 
demanded by Hitler on 6 _l\.ug 44 (Ibid, fol 186 ) (For detailed 
Schematic Order of Battle see foI"llf7). The substunce of 
these brigade s consist ed -of one ~anzer battalion with three 
companies of eleven tanks llffirk V and one corinany of 11 tanks 
Mark IV with long barrel, and one panze r grenadier battalion 
of five well eq_uipped com:;ianies. 
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meantime any hope to stem the -.lilied advance depended 
largely on the quantity and quality of what could be 
salvaged from the Armies retreating in France. 

16. With regard to materiel the following was 
either on the ·way Ol' to be despatched shortly: 

416 light field howitzers 
86 assault guns 

144 tanks IV 
20 t anks V 
10 assault tanks 

8 s ::iec ial :')anther tanks 

148 eater , ill ar tractors 
85 prirae mover trucks 

) 
) 

.502 guns 

) 182 tanks 
) 

233 ')rime mover s - . 

{Ops No . 6894/ 44 , cited ~ara 14 above) 

As it would take about 90 tanks to e quip a single ~;>anzer 

division with a bare sufficiency of tanks, the influx of 
182 tanks would merely ease the situation but not solve the 
problem. 

17 . To blazing defeat in the East and perilous 
vacuum in the West there was now being added one S) ecif ic 
matter to vex and arouse the Ftihrer. :Paris 1 the symbol 
of France, was about to be wrested from his grip . Late 
on 21 Aug Model had signalled that j?aris could not be 
def ended with the forces on hand and that he had given 
orders to reconnoiter an emergency line north a nd east 
of Paris (A Gp B, Filllrer Orders and Misc Docs, ££ cit 
A Gp B, Ops No. 6390/4Li ). Running true to form th~er 
responded with an order to hold the city · or lay it waste. 
This order (OKW/WFSt/Op(H) Ho. 772989, 23 Aug 44 ) was 
quoted fully and passed on by ..:'.i..rmy Group B without comment. 
The Gornian text of the latter docwnent a :ppears as .!' ... :-:_)pendix 
"0 11 to the present report ; the quoted part reads as follows: 

The FUhrer has ordered: 

11The defence of the Paris bridgehead is 
of decisive military and political im) ortanae. 
Its loss tear s open the entire coastal front 
north of tho Seine and de·orivos us of the basis 
for the long-range operatlons against England. 

In the course of history the fall of Paris 
has hitherto ever been followed by t he f all of 
the whole of France. 

The Filllrer therefore reiterates his order 
to def end Par i s in the blocking belt fonrard of 
the city , In this connection attention is drawn 
to the reinforcements announced for 0.3. West. 
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.:\t tho first indica tions of revolt within 
the city ste~s must be talrnn to intervene with 
the most severe measures, e . g. dyna.uiting of 
blocks of houses, 2_)Ublic execution of 
ringlea de1"s, ev e. cuation of the city 
quarters involvod, as the best means of 
preventing the further s yread of revolt. 

? re•Jarations are to be .made for 
blowing up the Seine bridges. J?ar is must 
not fall into the hands of the enemy., or, 
if so, only as a field of rubblo. 11 

(A Gp B, B'Uhrer Orders and 1,lisc Docs, op cit, 
:_ Gp B, Ops No. 63.5.5/4L~ , 23 ~·_ug 44) 

18. In the afternoon of 2.5 .. i.ug , hours after tho 
triumphal entry of ..:lilied forces into ~?aris, 0. B. 1.'!est 
relayed to .:."'- Gp B a fresh signal from J"odl: :1The Fiihrer 
stands firmly by his order of 23 .:\.ug for defence to the last ti. 
This was accom;1anicd by the usual detailed instruetions on 
how to acoomplish the task. (Ibid) 3ut obviously the 
Germans had neither the means nor the tL~e to destroy Paris. 
During the preceding days Gen Inf Dietrich von Choltitz, the 
:i.rmed lorces Comma nder of Paris, had repeatedly reported 
his forces uneoual to the situation . That he could do little 
is eertain, that he could have done more is li~cely. In 
any ease, if he took the absence of 2;iressure from the ~':J:ray 

Group as a taeit invitation to use his c1wn discretion, he 
was disabused and enlightened on 28 Aug 44 , vrhen Field 
Marshal Model lodged a formal eharge of disobedience against 
him. (C.R.S. - 751·~4/2.5, W.D. August 1944, 18 - 28 ) .. ug 44, 
passim) ( 981cw(n32}} · 

19. On 18 '-ug, one day after assumin.:_; command in 
the iN'est, Model had .:im de a number of demands and requests . 
The top item had been a de2TI.and for .L:1easures to diminish 
_'..llied control of the a~ (Ibid, 18 ). .. ug ) . .':..s the Ger.lTfln .. ':..ir 
Force had long ceased to be--a-i'actor of any conse quence, 
this was merely a J)ious wish for the record . But his 
demands for troO].)S, guns and tanks had been covered to some 
extent by the :Jroraises received on 21 :_ug {9ara lt~ above}. 
His request for the six panzer brigades in ) rocess of being 
organized had been rejected, but he had been promised two . 
{W . D. O. B. West, £1?. cit, 18 .Ju g ; s . a. para 1L1r above) 

20. One week l a ter Model dcs -oatched a conside:red 
estimate of the situation a nd the forces nee ded to meet it . 
The reuort wa s a ddressed to Jodl with the reouest to ;lace 
tho message before the FUhrcr , _:\.s Hitler's leading s;ecialist 
in the reconstruct ion of colla~?sed fronts, Iiodel vronted the 
Filhrer to read what he ha d to say, not just to hear what 
Jodl made of it. Briefly stated :1-iod-e l re 2,1ortod that the 
enemy could deliver, and mi ght intend to delive:e , one or 
several of the following thrus ts: 

a) to the Somme by adva ncing northwards between 
Rouen and ~,Tant cs, 

objective: V-1 site s and Belg ian 
industrial basin; 
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b) via ~?aris to Hheims, 

objective: the traditional invasion 
route to Germany; 

c) to Dijon, 

objective: to cut off )_ Gu G ana .. 
:."'each JJ..sace via Belfort . 

In any or all cases the .. ':..lJ.ied. .. ':.irbor ne 
_'\rmy of five or six divisions i:l1ight be used to 
open the way (river crossings). 

In the face of this the C-er.rnan forces were 
burnt out and would not receive any substantial 
strength before 1 Sep; the So.rr.J!l.e-:.~arne line was 
not ready to be defended; by 1 Se .~1 the leading 
elements of the opponent mi[;ht have advanced to 
the Som.mo, ')assed :'Jar is and reached the area of 
Dijon < 

.. :\.t the mo11ent the line of the :Seine below 
I'aris was !uanned b~1 four cor:-- s comm.ands with tho 
remnants of twelve divisions . 

Betvrnen Seine and So.m,,_11.e tho remnants of six 
11anzer di·'; is ions would form a mobile reserve 
while boins rehabilitated. 

So.J.ne forces would remain south of the Seine 
as long as this offered adventagc . 

Of }.rra.y Group G possibly three divj_sions and 
ono :_:ianzer division mi ght be saved. 

The ro.:unants of s even or eight :1anzer 
divisions v10uld be s rouycd at the southern flank 
of First _·:,.n ay to l1I'Otect tho westc1"'n flank of 
Nineteenth .. tr.my by att 0cks on the leading clements 
of the enemy. 

To hold the Seino-Yonne-Dijon line would 
require f ifteon additiona l divisions to bo 
ass0ra.blea_ in the Troyes-Dijon-I.ake Geneva area 
by 10 Sep 44 . 

_,.',.s it might not be nossible to hold the Seine
Yonne-Dijon line it mi ght be well to follow 
eastern nractice and pre ~are successive rear 
J!ositions up to and including, the West ·,va11 . 

Concurrence was reQuested. 

(c .n.s . - 75145/5, ~~ G~; B, Weekly ne.-yorts 
and Ilise Docs, 2C May - early Oct 1i 4 1 

) _ C'·p B, Ops :t·:o , 6360/ :.:;., 2~00 hrs 
24 Aug 44) ( 981.,~:.:~. B (D3) ) 
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21. Tho High Com.Fiand did concur. In ,:;?rinci::~le 
that is, for it l1 .::1 d. to ad.ai t that the forces required did 
not exist at the ::i_o.:J.ent. Model was told to c,a in ti.mo 
instead by holding the Seine·~onne-Dijon line as lonG as 
possible (°iff. D. 0. 3 . i'!est, 27 _·_ug). On the sa:.1e da~· rfode l 
was asked whether he would a gree to the r etm:n of l .undstedt 
as O. B. \Vest (Ibid). There is no evidence of any G.iroct 
connection between l::odcl' s situation rcriort and Hundstedt 's 
recall to service. lfustliko ly the matt~r had been under 
consideration for so.me days . For different reasons at 
different headquarters, the return of the old J!1a.rshal --
who wanted nothing, but would_ ever follow a call to serve 
must have seer.a.ea_ hie,hly des ira "ule to all concerned. In 
any case Model yielded witholi_t hes it at ion and signall ed. to 
Jodl that he woulct 1..ve lco.m.o J.unds tedt 1 s return (Ibid, 28 ;~uf; ) . 
To be sure, Jodl's inquiry, however ) Olite in tO!i'O-aa& 
irrefutable in content, had left hi.:i1 vlithout nn? r e ason£tble 
alternative: 

• 

r.Che tasks in the Wes t are becomi.n,; ever 
more extensive . The eners ies of the Co.!J1L!lander
in-Chief are t axe d to the utmost by the i.n~)ortant 

and decisive O)erations of _·...r.my Group B, tho 
dofence of the Netherlands, and ·che J..'ohabilitation 
and new forL1ation of the shattered divisions , 
In addition to that, ..''.!'my Gro.up 3 must bo led 
back, 2..n extensive system of rear yositions 
r econnoitred and organized, the adiainistration 
and internal sccuri ty of the re.!:llaining occu:;; ied 
areas taken care of, and close liuis on illa intained 
with the ~Tavy and . :~ir :1lo~ .. co. 

The Ftlhrer is of the O] inion that all 
these taslrn transcend the r>0wers of any one 
sin3le mcin who .has to work with tvro headc;..uarters 
staff s and yet can only bo with one . For this 
reason the Ffihrer is entertaining thoughts of 
recalling Field l1arshal von ~undstedt as O. B. 
West, thereby freeing you, Field L.larshal, for the 
crucial o:·:ierations of );r.my Grou~) B. I have 
however been directed to ascertain your point 
of view in adva nce. 

Tho o.lternative solution of a ::;:ipointine; a 
new com;.nander for .. '..rmy Grou:? B is ruled out by 
the fact that a suitable personality to co~1e 
with this difficult task in not available at 
the mo;.nent . 

(siGned) .Todl 

This m.es sac e (Chef ;1,u~St Ho. 77306'7/'•4 ) was 
received at the hoadr uarters of 0 .3 . West {..'1 C-p D) at 
0320 hrs 28 ... lug anC: reluyed to Model at :.':. G)? :3 in: O:!s Eo · 
757/44, A Gp B, 1!--mirer Orders and Misc Docs, .22, ill) · 
(On 5 Sel) Rµndstodt resum.ed his old comm.and (]?aJ.:a 31 below)•) 
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22. In the raeant ime events in the field were 
moving swiftly , and by 29 ..."_ug all but a handful of -~..:n.~r 

Group B's survivors of the fi c,hting in Normandy had been 
dislodged from the south shore of thG Seine and were :~1oving 

in the r;eneral direction of the ~vest Wall ui1c~3:;_ hot •:mrsuit . 
. :,_t .midnight 29/30 _:..u; , _fodel dos ryatcho d a SL1-:.:' ::)leLe r1t a r r 
Situation Re i1ort '1for sub.mission in the to::;;:t t o the }Plihrer'1 • 

{);. Gp B, Weekly Re ,)Qrts and Misc Orders, o-J cit ., }_ Gp B., 
Ops No. 6704/ 44, of 2400 hrs 2 9 :~ug 44 ) (German Test-: 
981AGpB (D3)) (Translation: 981 . 013 (D-1- 6) ) . ) .. c cordinf, to 
this report the situation of . .' .. Gp B was now e:t s follows: 

(Narrator's Condonsation) 

Allied Forces 

The 3ritish .:\.r my Grou:p was surg ing no:r· thwar ds 
from the Seine with the main wei ::)lt on its eas t ern 
wing to exploit a , ossible brcakthroubh by 
forcing the Ger ,::ian troo~:-is to the coas t and tc:ir i .ng 
the V-1 sites . 

The _·-._::nericun .. :'.rmy Group, with the t welve 
divisions in t he area north of : ... a ris-Soissons
Chalonn :.l;.ld Yitr y le Francois would ruove f orwa rC'. 
in northeasterly direction, while the re~:n.aining 

ten to t welve divisions might f ollow to':vards 
Rheims or .i',10-ve eastwards via Troyes , 

German Forces 

.~ t the .:J.ome nt each uanzer division ha d 
about five to ten t a nks ln workin~ or der . The 
infantry div isions had only single .:.;uns, the 
vanzer divisions only single batteries. 

L:IorGle wa s still str ongl y affecte d by t ho 
enemy 's s u: .. ~eriori ty in mat erie l . 

The low de gr ee of mobility in the f ace of 
a highly _-o.echaniz cd o~nonent, and the lack of 
tactica l rese r ves i;,\rith ass a ult guns and heavy 
anti-tank guns had resulted in a state of complete 
tactica l inferiority re ~uiring quick rc~edial 
a ction . 

The troops coming from Hormana_y had few 
heavy woa:•)Ons and .generally nothing but thEJ ir 
rifles. 

_:~tor s ending f ivo exhausted infantry 
divisions to the ho:i1el a nd, the :re.:i1n.C:;1nts of eleven 
i nfantry divisions might yield enout:;h ])ers onne l 
to forrn four for .. 1.ations for which e c_:_ui]).!11ent would 
hav e to be found, however. 
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The remnants of the six SS and five array 
panzer divisions could be f or:aed into eleven 
reinforced ro glliental &:rOU~JS as soon as re
inforco.m.ents and new e q_ui:).:::1ent ha d been received . 

Operations 

23 . 
Sitrep11 , 

official 
Sitre;?'i , 
0730 hrs 

The concentra tion of all available forc es 
in the Chalons-Rheims-Soissons area had been 
imperative in order to interce:?t the mortally 
dangerous -·~erican strategical th:i."'ust towards 
the rear of Fifteenth, Seventh, and Fifth 
Panzer _:'J-mios. 

I n the way of ex:oedients ono could: 

on t he :right flank - withdraw to the Somme , 

on the left flank - r:iove un 5.59 Inf Div and 
106 ::'z ·- Bde (both 
originally earillarked for 
the right wing of First 
_:~ :r ;:n:g ) • 

? rior to the arrival of 347 and 553 Inf Divs 
the mobile forces i n the Soissons-Pillei:cE-Chalons 
area could not be withdrawn without creati~G a 
dangE::rous ga:'!· _r~ny improvement in the situation 
would de Dend on the arrival of more guns and 
tanks. 

VVhilo Model was pre r:-aring this il SuD:ylo.me ntary 
Hitler issued new instructions . Accordin.f; to an 
note on the war diary copy of the ·11 su)ple.::i1cntary 
th is Ftlhre r Order r eache d Jl GI? B belatedly at 
30 _,_ug : 

The .. ',;,1erican ..:'.rmy Grou~9 vs shar1J turn 
towards the Northeast for attacks across the 
1'/farne and _·'i.isne threatens to unhin::::;o the entire 
:remaining coast def ence in the ~'fest.. Due to the 
insufficient strenc;th of -Che available forces 
this danger cannot be net by attempts to dGf €)nd 
positions frontally . The only r ossible course of 
action lies in mobile o~)erutions against the 
right flank of the J\.i.:1erlcans, thereby nenacing the 
roar of their forces advancing towards B0lgiura. 

Hence I order: 

1. ..:'.ll ava ilable mobile formations 
(3 and 1.5 Pz Gren Divs, 105 and 106 ? z 
Bdes) are to be concent:L'ated by -~ C-p G 
i n the area Chau..~ont-Chatillon s/S -
Langres . Debouching from the area between 
:r ·f.arne and Seine they are to attack the 
detn.) flank of the .. "Jnerican _:_rmy Group , 
553- Gren Div and one infantry division 
from Nineteenth ~·,.r.zny are to join or follow 
the as~ault grou: . 
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2. Battleworthy units of 6tr Cor:Js are 
to proceed in f orcod marches to the 
general area of and south of Troyes in 
order to cover th0 lcf t flank of the 
mobile assault group , t here by creating 
a threat to the roar of tho .. ·....r.lerican 
.::..rmy Group and at tho least tyi.ng down 
some American forces. 

C.i.G]B, Fiihrer Order s and His c Docs, 
.QJ2. £!i, OKl/f / ;,rsst, 0:.1s l~o. 773095, of 
29 ..:iug tM , quoted verbatili1 in 0.3. 
West, OJ!S r:.:o. 772, of sa:··~e date) 

2L",. _'l,..t this t ilao, however, the .\llied ar~-a.ies were 
advancing so rapidly that a thrust with relatively s .:1all 
forces from the area between Seine and Marne would have 
been pointless. It is well possible that HitleT's order was 
delayed in tr&nsit, but since nobody soo.:.is to have been 
greatly exercised, no heads were demanded, and a p:narently 
no investigation launched, the · •dolnyt may have been a 
quiet means of killing an order that hod been rendered 
useless by the flow of events . - In any case , late on 30 
_'\.ug Model rei)ort ed that in viGw of the chanGed situation he 
would launch the atta ck in 0uestion from. the area between 
_\isne and 11.a.rne instead (Schramm*, Der Westen, -:J. 123) 
( 981SOM(Dl02)) . Dutyfully tho attack wu.s l auncf1ed in the 
morning of 31 _\.u c.; by hea dquarters l,. 7 :~) z Cor·)s Yiith 3 and 1.5 
Pz Gren Divs, but the plan colla:?sed when thG C-er.::o.an forces 
oollided with .American troo_ps traversint; the . .':.rgonnes, 
establishing bridr;,oheads across tho L'iaas and entering 
Verdun . .."...t the Gnd of the day 47 2 z Cor·'.! s fac 3d the task 
of trying to regain the lost bridgeheads and establish an 
emergency line Verdun - Cor!lI'.lGrcy . (:Schramm, Der Westen, 
.2E.. cit, p , 124**) - ·----

2.5 . In northern France in the .::.ioantime _":..llied 
forces were spreadine:, like in,.'{ on a blotter. On 31 _';.ug 
Second British _·..r.my took :.miens, thus ])Utting an end to 
any German hopes for delaying action a t the Soru. ... 1e . _':..t the 
same time .. \merican forces :?ressing forward from the Laon
Rethel area were far ·.)ast the Soissons-Chs. lons line '.'There, 
in defence DOSitions that did not yet exist, Hitler ~ad 
wanted to buy ti:11e with the blood of formations that d.id no 
longer exist. _'...s Lugust turnec. into Se:;;>tember it was clear 
that the _UlieS .rui ght not be brought to a hc:tlt much forward 
of the Westwall. Tn addition to me1·o ly s o. vine; the troops 
it was now becoming ever more im'Jortant to direct them to 
the sectors where they would be needed most to form a new 
line of defence to delay the enemy whereve r he would strike. 
For where the .. '..llios would deliver the ~nain blow could not 
be told. Indeed, which staff officer would have boen bold 

Schramm., ~ercy, War Diarist O~''.V/VrFet. For details sec: 
Historical Section (GS ) Re port f,.o, 69, .Q.12. cit~, 0ara .59f. 

**Hereafter cited: Der Vfosten 
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enough to predict that three months aft er carrying out 
history's most brilliant combined operation, an enemy ad.mired 
for logistic skill would lack the means of delivering available 
fuel to exploit vital opportunity? Or dared foretell the 
strategic policy of a coalition subject to the usual strains 
arising from personal ambitions and from national pride and 
prejudice? 

2,. With the .Allied High Command presumed free 
to pursue any desired course of action, to G~rnan eyes 
possibly the most alarming as :·;ect of the situation on 1 Sep 
was the 75 mile gap between Luneville and Belfort, where a 
whole armoured Ar:roy might roll into Germ.any and turn the 
Westwall without meeting more than a oor~oral's guard. 
Pointing to the enemy's mobility and wealth of armour, as well 
as to the fact that the battle groups of A Gp G could not 
reach the area in Question before 9 Se~ , Model asked onoe more 
for three infantry divisions for the gap, plus some panzer 
brigades (C.R.S. - 75144/26, W.D. O.B. West (A Gp D), September 
1944, 1 Sep) (981CW(D59)). However, while the requested 
infantry divisions could not be produced, the threat diminished 
as Nineteenth Army rushed 11 Pz Div ahead of all others and 
formed a bridgehead at Dijon . Schramm noted: 

•.. In the midst of all the many 
unfavourable developments, events in this 
area took a better turn than one could have 
expected· for a long time. The hope now 
existed - and was justified by events -
that Nineteenth Army [less some elts] and 
at least the combat formations of 64 Corps 
might be incorporated into the Western front. 
All in all about one half million members of 
the f-i.rmed Forces were thus kept from falling 
into the hands of the enemy ••• {Der Westen, p. 128) 

2?. Developments at the southern end of the 
prospective new front were now offering some comfort, but it 
was high time to see what could be done to save the situation 
in the North. Reporting enemy forces with perhaps 1500 tanks 
moving towards Lille, and a similar foroe towards Luxemburg1 
Model asked for a new operational directive (W.D. O.B. :West 
ob cit, 2 Sep). OKW received Model's report at 2045 hrs ·2 Sep 
( er Westen, p. 128); Model received a new directive at 
0300 hrs 3 Sep (W.D. O.B. West, 3 Sep). It is likely that 
the Ftlhrer Directive was almost ready for release when Model's 
report .. was received. A translation of the Directive (WFSt/Ops 
No. 773189/44, 3 Sep 44, signed Adolf Hitler) ap9ears in: 
"Ftfhrer Directives and other top level Directives of the German 
.Armed Forces - 1939/45 71 (981HC(Dl7), Part II, p. 1?2; for 
German text see: A Gu B, Ftlhrer Orders and Misc Docs, QP cit). 
The salient point was a change from the idea of def ending 
successive intermediate lines to that of falling back in 
obstinate delaying actions designed to gain time. But no 
further troops were to be lost by encirclement. Apart from 
this A Gp G was to assemble a group of raobile forces forward 
of the Vosges for an attack on the deep flank of the enemy. 
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28. In accordance with tho dev e lop.;nonts in tho 
situation ond the i ns tructions re c eived from Hitler, in 
tho morning of 4 Se ) Field !~rsha l l~del s ave orders f or:* 

a) the .·-rmed Forces Coanander in the Fa therlands 
to leave onl v s e curit v screens on tho coast 
(fortresses ~xco )ted): and to --)re ·")a:i.. ... e a flanl:: 
position alon~ t~e scnural lin~ o± tho ~lbert
Canal; 

b) Fifteenth .. '..rmy to withdraw 8.S ~'.uicLly as 
:ciossible to the line Hoist-C-hent-3russels
Naj:uui,; 

c) Fifth :::.>anzer .:\rmy to form a d3fonsive fro .r..t 
from its right ..:'..rm.y boundary to t ho l..iaas; 

d) First .. ·:.rmy to delay the advance of tho e nemy 
in a line Maass-Dicdenhofon-L!osol ns far 
as l'Jancy. 

(w. n. O.B. West, 4 Sep ) 

29. By l l:- 00 hrs, however, the situation had taken 
an ominous turn. British forces had entered .'~ntwerp and 
the still uniJnpairod formations of Fifteenth _.--..rmy seo~10d 

lost. Model's cry of anguish reacheQ Rastenbm. ... e in the form 
of a situation re _:1ort tr~:wsmi tted under t he top :.-1riori ty 
11 Blitz". )i_ccordin5 to Model tho British .'.:..rmy Group was 
delivering a main thrust to the mouth of the Scheldt in order 
to c apture the V-1 bases and envolO}! Fifteenth .:·..rmy, 
Moreover, a force of si= to eight divisions of the Twelfth 
_\m.erican _\.!'ray Group had joined the advance and c ouid be 
further reinforced . _·_t least 2500 tanl~s were availablG for 
this thrust , - Tho 'I1hird _\.:ner ican .:'..rmy was ) Oised f or a thrust 
towards the line J ..... uxorn.bourE;, - ifotz . - The condition of the 
German f orcos was ba d; Fiftaenth _'i ... my had a combat value of 
about four infantry d ivisions, Fifth ::)anzer .~..r.u1y of about 
three quart ers of one -·)anzer div is ion ) lus less than two 
infantry di v isions, First ~·'..rmy was so.:newha t better off because 
it had not bean under -")res sure for a bout a week. rrhe course 
of events in tho area of Fifteenth . ."..rJiy could not be m:.·edicted , 
some eleme nts might be able to fight their ·vvay out of the 
encirclement. It Itli;ht be :'.) ossible to hold the line .::.J.bert 
Canal-Maas-West Wall, but to do th i s would require 25 fresh 
divisions and an adeouate ar~oured re s Grve of five or si~ 
9anzer divisions. Unless ten infantry and five r>anzer 
divisions would be available by 15 Sop, the door to ifurth
Western Europe v;ould sta nd 09on . - The forces earmarked 

*For full German te::t of O:L"'dor see: (C.R.s. - 631 81/5, 
L:ppendices to Viar Diary Fifth l)anzer .:xmy 9 _',_ug - 9 So) 44 , 
Appx 80, : .. Gp B, Ops No. 6921/44 , !~Sep ,_;.4) (981PA.5(D5)) 
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for the thrust from the Vos ges might possibl y be stren.:_,thened 
by moving-in throe panzer divisions from the East*. This 
appreciation was a.os ;;iat ched over Model's nan1e; the copy on 
hand was countersigned in the full handwritten signature of 
Speidel. ( ... ~ Gp B, Vifeekly Reports and Misc Docs, 22. cit, 
\Gp B, Ops No. b944, 4 Se p 44). (For translat ion see: 

War Office, London, Ger.man Docs Western Front, Jun - Oct 
44) ( 981 . 013 (Dl.5) ) . 

30 . Still under tho dat eline of 4 Se D 44 , and 
following advance transmittal by tcleDhone, a telety~e 
rnessa[ e sie: ned: "Warlimont, by order:: , directed 0 . 3. West 
to take, amongst others , the following steps: 

to bring the garris ons of Boulocne and Dunkirk 
and the Defended ::..rea Calais up to stronf;th by 
moving in entire units and ade \1uate sup:olies; 

to Dlace First Parachute _':..rmy under ~":r-my Grau_ 3 
and charge it with the defence of the _"J.bert 
Canal from .Antwerp to Maastricht; ** 

to bring 3, .5 and 6 Para Divs, as well as 
88 Corps (with 719 and 347 Inf Divs) under 
First :!?arachute .:\rm.y; 

to s;t;rengthen that .:.'.:rmy by moving-in ten 
battalions and 40 anti-aircraft batteries 
from forces that had been earr:'.l.a rked and reserved 
for certa in internal contingencies. *** 

(For full translation of this message 
see: Ffl.hrer Directives, Vol II, op cit 
OI'J!v/Vl}F3t No. 773222/44 , of 4 Sept.4°f**** 

Model, who had only recently arrived from the East, 
knew very well that this was an almost preposterous 
suggestion . However, on the other hand it would be 
difficult to reject the thought that a sudden _\llied thrust 
towards the Ruhr might have induced Hitler to borrow the 
bulk of 3 Pz Corps from ! iXmy Group Northern Ukraine, buying 
time in the West at the :;;>rice of added risk and loss of 
space in the East. 

** Additional material for any g iven day is in most 
cases available in the com] anion re ~ort No. b9, .££cit. 

*>}'.* 
For a discussion of the possible ~ournoscs of this 

force see: Chester Wilmot, The Struggle for Europe, Collins, 
London, PP• 36b-367. 

***"" · The war diary of O.B. West seems to indicate that the 
text of the message was received at or shortly before 
0930 hrs .5 Sep 44 . (W.D. O.B . Host, .5 Sep IJ.4)· 



- 18 -

.5 Sep 

31. In tho South the leading el e~ents of 64 
Corps had reached tho area cast of Dijon. ..'... Gp G therewith 
had succeeded in movinb its forces to tho area between the 
left wing of .:."- Gp B and the Swiss border (V'l .D. 0. B. 1Nest, 
5 Sep). On 31 .'.:..ug General Westphal, formerly in Italy as 
Kesselring's c. of s., and henceforth Rundstedt's c. of s. 
in the ~\Test, had presented hi.!!l.Self at the FUhrer ts 
headquarters for briefing . Rundstedt a :19eared on the 
following day (Der Westen, p 126). ..:tt 1800 hrs .5 So1? he 
reached the c Ol!l.illand ~)ost 0. 3 1\fest at _'..renberg near Coblenz 
and resu.eied his olrl cor&11B.nd as Q, B. West and c.-in-C. 
A. Gp D.~vl .D .. · O.B. West, .5 So:p) . 

6 Sop 

32. Had tho .1llies laid the lo:;istic foundation 
for a ·9owerful s int::le thrust to exploit suocess in l;!·orr:J.andy , 
and had they at the be e:; inning of September decided to 
deliver sueh a thrust from the _\l~)ort Canal towards 
•s•Hertogenbosch and :~Jij.:noe,en, their s pearheads would have 
met with little opposition . At the left shoulder of the 
break-in the unda.wia god German coastal div is ions .r:1ight have 
made a strong biec to cut the _':..llied corridor between 
~\.ntwerp and f.'Bastri cht, on the r- i c,ht .. "-1.lied shoulder (at and 
south of Maastricht), the b e.tte rcc" remnants of Seventh ~:..r.ray 
might have managed. to stand fa.st. rTevertheless , deliver0d 
smartly and in st:ee nc;th, the .'4llied thrust could have sliced 
far into Germany. :Sut whilG l a bour i ng , the G-cr.man war · 
machine was still a live, a nd bitter necessity had :1roduced 
masters of improvisation. Hitl er in any case ·was j)ruarily 
thinking of a future ba ttle in Novamber. Schra~:m noted: 

6 Sep 
.•• The Fllhre r a 6rees with thG osti;aate 

of Chief WFSt that a decisive offensive from 
the -;rest is not J?Ossiblo before 1 r ov, and 
the.t tho n ost i .rrp1ortc:. nt thing now is to 
withdraw the greatest possible number of 
formations in order to make them fit for 
commitment at that t i .Io.e . 

(Der Weston, p . 132) 

33. In o::ca.minin; the Germ.an reaction to the sudden 
loss of .. \.ntwerp it ls seen that on 4 SGp the ... 'Jltwerp
Maastricht sector wa s still devoid of Ger.JJan military 
substance . Roaliz in:; the :1rof oundly dan,-::;erous as}?ects of the 
situation, the Ger;,:;ans were quick in es"'oo.blishint:, a sGcurity 
cordon, whilst exyress trains from all parts of Germany were 
s _~)eeding paratroops from training grounds to battle field. 
By 6 Sep the ..:'_ntwerp (excl) -- Hasselt sector was being held 
by 88 Corps headq_ua rtcrs with the fallowing troo~Js: 
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719 I nf Di v (fresh from t he Dutch co2st . vH th 
some bns 3L:. 7 Inf Di v u/c ) ; 

8.5 I nf Div (I.t Ge n Ch ill, vrl. th nec.li:; i ble r:nnts 
of· div up f roi:u ~Tor.:01a. ndy , :plus n isc 
loca l s cra tch units of 1 L 1ited 
comba t va lue)J 

.5 .5 9 _:..-Tk Bn and 18 Flak Bd.o , 

(C.R. S. - 632 89/l, W. D. 88 Cor\ s, 
1 J ul - 31 De c 44 , 4 - 6 Se~ 44) 

By 7 Sep t he void between Ha ssett a nd :r:.:::aastricht hc.d been 
thinly :po~ulat ed by I ilf Div °!:To , 176 (1N. D. 0 . 3 . West, 7 Se p) . 
This was a Tra ining a nd Repl a co2 er.t Div ision (l ater upgrade d 
to operational division) (U .s. _J>.m.y, Order of Battle of the 
German _\rm.y, Washington, 194 .5, op cit, p . 19 3) • __ ._t the t i.!t10 

in question it fielded si:c battafions• (OI<:H, Sitm.ap ·west, 
9 Sep) (981HC(Dl25)) 

34 . The strate [; ico.l signif ica nce of the _·illtwcrp -
Mnastricht s ector ca lls for a more d et a i l ed r eview of the 
circumstances. For the Ge r.ma ns t he crucial question was 
how to strengthen a thin s e cu:::- ity scre en a nd lend so.~a.e 

depth to the defence . The only pr a ctica l answer w,_·. s the 
premature a nd !? iec e:-~oal commitment of t he budding :::n rs t 
Parachute J .. r my. In tho a bsence of Qj; i g ina l evide nc e , 
Student's recollections are drawn upon below. On 9 So) he 
had been cha r ged with the formation and def ence of a n 
~'J.bert Canal line (H. :S . Re ;)ort lfo . 69 , ~:;iara 55). r-:e ·writ es: 

At t his ti.Jle I was assis no O. t he followi ng units: 

[H.Q.. ] 88 Cor:·)S 

719 Inf Div 

176 Trg & ~e]l Div 

all occupation and trs inins units of 
t he _'..rmy a nd. t he Air Force i n northern 
3elc ium. and Holland ; 

a p}_)roxir.a.at oly 20 heavy , meG.iura. a nd light 
Fl a k batt eries of th e Luftflot te •i].eich 11 • 

In addition I took wit h mo all t .J:.o :')arach ut o 
units I h a d newly for.med or reorgan ized . They -~·1.rer e: 

(a) 6 L) 
~ ara Pegt, [2 :;?ara Div J 

( b) 1 :9n 2 Para Re gt, [2 Par a Div] 

( c) five nowl y f orn e d para chute reg :L.:1.onts, 

(d) one newly for.med para chute anti-tank ba ttal i on, 

(c) about 5000 pa rachute s u;.:)::il y troops. 
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..• S~he :9ara units had no artillGry whatever • 

. . . 6 :?a.ra Regt had suff er e 6. heav v losse s 
in Norma ndJ1 but since then had been brouc;ht up 
to full st:rength c:. na. e quipment, The sa.J1e €'(-:i :;liod 
to 1 Bn 2 :·:ara Re s t , This battalion was also 
a seasoned, battle tested unit , On the other 
hand the newly create d _1')ara units were not yet 
ready for cor.1bat , They ha d been :11rovide d only 
with the .·wst essential trainin:: weanons. .''.-1.l 
these ?ara units were distribut~d wi~ely over 
north, c Gntral a nd southwestern ~er1a.ny from 
Mecklenburg to .:usa ce. On 7 Sep they were 
immediotoly alerted. at their r e s ) ective sta tions 
and move d bv r ail to the ~lbert Canal on e~oress 
trains . rt' was only U.)on r ea ching railheads that 
they received thoir we apons and e c_ui:')f.1.ont, and 
from t here they ruovea. dircctl~r to the battlef iold. 
Three of the now re g i m.ents were assembled to 
for .ill 7 :?ara Div (Lt Gen Erd.n.ann, hi thorto C. of S. 
First Par a chute .'.:rm.y) . .'.'..s alrea dy ·:1ont i one d, 
at the th1e the Division had no a rtiller.)7. 
Nono of tho ·Xi.re units were motor i ze d . . .. The 
organization·-of First Parachute .~J."'LlY a nd the 
establishment of the nev.r front on the .::.lbert Canal 
was an improvisation on the widest sc2l e • 

• • • The north bank of tho ~·-..lbert canal had 
not been pro pared for def once. .:.im.ost evoryvvhcre 
the south bank domina ted tho north bank . 

. . • Meanwhil e the pnra units vrere arrivin.; . 
Detraining area s were : 

6 :·::)ara Re gt, 1 Bn 2 :::ara He s t ano_ one 
new para regt; 

(b) Eindh oven - Helmond - Wer: 

7 }?ara Div and one other now ·Jara r v.::,t; 

(c) ts-Hertogonbosch: 

the para anti-tank batta lion und the 
.5000 para su~pl 1 trOOJ S· 

(o.c.rn .H., F.s .:s ., rm-B-717, 
Student, Suppl e.:::J.Gnt to Report 
of Col Goyer, ~P · 3-5) 
(981SOH(Dl48)) 

3.5. Conte.8pora ry cvidonco places the bulk of 
1 Bn 2 Pa ra Rogt 3.nd 6 :-?ara Ro gt in thG f orwarG. areas of 
88 Corps on 7 Se :0 . On the following day all t hroo regi.~1ents 

of 7 Para Div (Division Erd.!J.ann ) wero shm•\Tn co"1· ittod in 
tho Beverloo area-.- Between 7 and 10 Sep various ele ;:;1ents 
of Parachute Re:Jla ce.i"J1e nt and Tr a ining Re g i ment ::Hermann 
Goring 11 , a s well as 1 and 2 Bns ;:gs Hogt Lana.storm _:·ederlandn 
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wero repor t e d in a ct ion . Bo c~inning on 11 Se ::J t heJ..'e we-:;:o 
freauont r of er0ncos to various '!-3.r a chute batta lions 
desfgnc. ted only by the na.;:;1e of :the coL:l.J.lander. _·,_ nu-1oer of 
such batta lions was a:·) ~/arent ly banded toe ethGr in a n ad hoc 
f<>r.ll.a tion i ndiscrlliinatoly refe :i.,r e d to as ::Battle G-r oup 
Walther :• and '.' Division Walther; . (w.o. 88 Cor;is, op cit, 
i-11 Sep) -· - - . 

36 . Two &ecisions made at the t ime of the fall 
of .:-... ntwerp were to have some influence on later events in 
the area of Firs t ::·arc1chute 'irmy . On .5 Se) t he Gene ral 
of Pz T i) S West G.irect ed that tho ) erspnnal of 2, 116, 9 SS 
and 10 SS :·~z Divs were to be sent to Eindhoven ( C .R.S. -
? .5144/37, _'. Gi! D, ·~ . G'p D, G.-en ::>z Tps West, Re ~1ort on 
.. '.;.ctivities, 22 .. '_ur:; - 31 De c 4.+ , Id Ko . 3.56/44 , .5 Se2;:i) 
( 981c:'f (D63}) • ."Jld Seve nth .'...rmy was directed to transfer the 
remna nts of 3, .5 · and 6 :;?ara Divs to Ii1 iiUst :?arachuto .":rrtiy 
(C .R. S , - 6328 9/.5, ·N .D. 88 Cor· s, Vol ;: e n of Apps, .9..:2. cit, 

.t:.._1-})X 21 0 , una.2t..:; c;_ co9:1 of -~~- Gp B Ops No. 7000674t.. , issued_ 
rnostlikely 4 Se ;_J , :possibly on .5 Se ;.., , a nd r eferred to in 
W. D. 88 CorT)S (on cit) on 6 Sep 44 ). However , this could 
not be done . i.min.ediatoly ' for on 6 SO ~! tho :-;arachute eleaonts 
in q_uestion were still i n a p itiful stat.J . :Sefore receiving 
some trickl es of u_11t~cc: ined re -0la.c e.m.en.ts the total strength 
of the group amounted to 3.500-mon, mostly from roar echelons. 
Equipment and clothing wore poor . Fina lly, at the t :L~ue of 
the .. i llied air l ane.ins , the group was ~'1oved to the Clev e 
area by rail. (O .C .I.: .H ., F.S.B. 1 N.iS-B-262, :Slaucnsteiner, 
C. of S. 2 Pa ra Cor:~1s, 2 ::?a:i."a Cor:Ds bet vree n Maas an.d Hhine, 
19 Sep 44 - 10 lfu r ~ .5, ~~ · 1-2) (981SOM(Dl72)). 

7 Sep 

37. Eindhoven was only one of the areas where 
the reconstruction of panzer for.:nations was being carried on. 
Responsible in the v1!crnter n comma nd since 22 Aug f or the -
execution . of this task, wc:..s J_,t G-0n Horst .Stumpff, General 
of the Panzer '11roo:)s \ti.rest, . formerly on the staf f of the 
Inspector General of :i:)anzor Troo:~)S (Gen ~·' z T:-:is ~"res t , 
Report on .:-... ctivitios, .£2 cit, fol 1). On 7 Sep a lia ison 
officer fro.:n the off ice of the Ins pector General told Stlli.}mff 
what new equipment was ;noving to the West. :aotween ? unG. -
15 Se_u the following was to be expect ed: 

163 t anks IV; 
242 :'?anthers ; 
111 anti-tank guns on Mark IVts; 
166 a r moured scout ce rs medium.; 

7.5 assault guns; 
438 hoavy c..nti-ta nk guns. 

(Ibid ! l.TOX 26a) __ , ___ ... 

The bulk of t he t anks wa s comi ng as organic 
equipment of the newly formed independent Panzer Brigades . 
(loc cit) 
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38 • Sin co re turning to his old CO.i.nm.and la to on 
.5 Sep, Field Me.rsha l von Rundstod.t had conf errod with :Model 
and examined tho latest re_i)orts. On tho evening of 7 Sep 
ho communica t ed h j_s fi.adi r..c s to Ifo itol for ·;)res o.r..tation to 
the Flihrc r. Briefly st3tod Rundstedt s a id:· · 

The enG.iny had .54 G. i v is ions in Bel g ium and 
Northern Franco. .Lnothor 30 ( includiri_g s i:;;: 
airborne divis ions) we r e poised in En! l and. 
Direct shi:pmont of f orces - fro:n tho U •!s. ·_. had 
started. 

Of 21 -·~ G:o 's 2.5 to 27 division s ei.:;h t to 
ten with a total of about 600 tan...ks vvere committed 
a gainst tho encircled for~B tio~s of FiftGenth 
-tl'.my. L second .=;roup of fiv e or six div isions 
and about 400 t anks was being ass e~bled between 
! ... ntwerp and Diost. The ir a llotted t ask mi esht be 
to forc e t ho .ilbort Canal and adv-ence on a 
main axis Hott ordsm- . ." ... m.stordam. .".. furthGr six 
to eight British Divisions with about .+OO tanlrn 
wore closing up to be em~;iloyea. in ac coretance 
Ylith the situation. 

12 U .S. fi.r.my Group with 1.5-18 divisions s nd 
apprm~j ,:1,:i_·c oly one thousand t anks we.s between 
Hasselt and Toul and moving towards the Rhine 
on a broad front. On its northern wing three 
or four divisions were followin; in the rear. 

Ind.ic ?.ted f oce l points for attac _,_;: s 'vere still: 

(a) a rea botvfoe n Hassel t and the heights 
oast of Nao.ur, 

(b) · Charl eville - Sedan, 

(c) area on both sides of Metz, in particular 
south of :!Vietz. 

In the f a ce of thi s 3.11 Ger.man forces were
comm.itt cd , They vrnre be.dly a.e~;leted, in sone 
cas es c:rushed. ..'xtillory and anti-t a nk ·,\Toapons 
wero laclcin~ . Reserves worth Iilentio!lil1£ die, 
NOT exist. .::.. Gp 3 had about 100 t an:.:s in working 
order; cons idorlng -~...llied ar~oured strength t ho 
implications were clear. 

Enemy 9rossuro towards Ltittch on the plainly 
reco5nizable axis .:lEJ.chen-Ruhr had turne d into 
a serious threat , It was ir:1:i_:>e r a tiv e , t herefore, 
to provide iiilllodiatoly at 10ast five, prefera bly 
t en div is ions well su~~1plied vii th asse.ul t gun 
units nnd anti-tcnk wenpons, as well as several 
nanzer divisions. 

!J.l forces available to 0.3. West had been 
set in .;_-;1otion towards tho __ :~achen area. r.rha t was 
the a r ea of a cuto d.ct nger . 
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To :pro ~:ia. ro t hG V·TG stern :'.JOS i t ion for a.of oncG 
would t 2ko si:;c woo.ks. This tt::.w ,.,voul d ha ve to 
bG bought in battle. 

(..;',. Gp B, WoGkly Reports nnd Misc Docs, 
o·o cit, O.B. Wost, O')s Ko. 805/44, 
Of ""/Son 44} (For full trunslation 
soe: 98i.013(Dl.5)) 

Tho old marshal may have been tired, but 
his milita ry ~orception wa s crystal clear. Here was tho 
potential death blow. 21 _·:.. Gp had cut off all forces west 
of ).ntwerp. 12 .:i. G~:> would takG -~achen and Cologne. There 
was nothing to protect thG Ruhr. ThG end was in sight. -
Field Marshal Mon.t r:;; on ory was thinkins tho sa.c11e . - 3ut 
tho Supreme Command pref0rred a s a f Gr course, thous h not 
a cheaper one. 

8 Sep 

39 • _'\.t noon Rundstedt rocoiv 8d a :·!1ossaGc from 
Model in which tho latter pointed to the serious dotorioration 
during the l a st t vrn do.ys in the situation of Seventh .'.xmy, 
and doraandod that tho Ftihrer bo informed forthwith of the 
11 now very grave si tuation 71 • Model sr:dd the remnants of 
Seventh _\rmy .might off or toin.p ora:ry res istanco botvrnen 
Maastricht and Ltfttich, but furth er south 1\ra s only a thin 
security screen and tho 120 km of Wostwall bohing Seventh 
Army was garrisonGd by a mere sevon or '-- i ght battalions . 
The 11 Battlegroup 9 Pz Di v ;i , alertc:d by O. B. Wost on 6 Sep, 
had not yot COJ'.ilG, and tho leadi!l£. ol e .:-lGnts 12 Inf Div could 
not bG oxpGcted to ar~ivo bGforG 12 Sep. In no case could 
these two formctions a lone succeed in fi; htint for t:Lne 
forvmrd of tho Westwall and defend it later on , t"nless 
Seventh -':..rmy was bolst er od forthwith by throe infantr y a nd 
one panzer division, thG rernnnnts of that _·:.rmy wel"'G certain 
to be shattered co.::,_:;>letely, leavin,; the enon y .:.n possession 
of the desired. strates ic gap bet".·\Teen Maas and 1¥.iosel. Tinely 
support for First .:.xm~r had quickly led to substantial 
irnnrovcment; this y;as the last oho.nee to do th0 samo for 
Seventh ~lrmy L. Gp B, Wookly He :"J O~ts and 1'.:Tj_sc Docs, .2J2_ cit, 
.l Gp B, Ops No. 6993, 1200 hrs 8 Sep 44) (For full translation 
see: 981. 013 (Dl.5) ) • 0. B. West l"GDorted to Chief ffiJf in the 
same sense at 1600 hrs( and at 2100 hrs by t e l o]hone. 
(W D. O, B. West, 8 So p J 

40. By this time Fifteenth .. ~i'llY was in the 
bridgehead position Zeebrugge-Ghent - mouth of the Scheldt, 
First Parachute _·...rn1y was att e111_1ting to eliiuinate the .. '.llied 
bridgehea d a. t :Beorins on, Seve nth .. 'ix.my was falling bc.; ck under 
pressur·o , First _.J."rnyts rir ht wing was a l s o under ) rossure*, 

*sincG 1200 hrs 7 SGp First _·_rmy was under .. :. Gr G. 
('N .D. 0. B. Wost, 7 Sep). Tho arJ'.ily group boundary e:::::tendod 

wost - ca st through Libra.mont; at the e::..-treme left of Seventh 
.t...rm.y was 2 Pz Div in the :aastogne area, at tho extreme right 
of First _'_rmy was Group Pz Lehr ( i rO. tho remnants of ~'?z 

Lehr Div) in tho Neufchatoa u area. (Sitma~ We s t, 9 8ep 4~) 
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Nineteenth ..:':..rmy ha d f a ilGd to e lim.ire -Co the onG.:iy bridgoho2 c~ 

at Besancon and its 11 ~ )z Div vras be ing ) J:·e3sc d be e ~<: towards 
Belf ort. (w. n. 0. 3 . -_;roz t, 8 So :~· ) 

9 Sep 

41. In res·:1onse to the r taports on the situation 
at the front of Seve nth .. \rmy, early on 9 Se_'.) Hitler ga ve 
orders to O. B. '.ttest for Seventh _"J:J!ly to continue its <lelayins 
action forward of the Westvrall. 81 and 74 Cor:-_1s were to 
hold the Maas ancl tho canal west of Maastricht as long as 
~oss ible; 1 SS :)z Cor~ st ri0 ht wing to r oaain in cont a. ct 
with 7/1, Corps· . The t wenty .:.\.ir Force ba tta lions be co.rJ.i ng 
available on and a fter 9 S op vm re to be used to mo.n the 
Westwall behind Seventh .:\.rmy (Der Westen, p . 138 ; 7'L D. 
0 B. West, 9 Se ;) !~Llr) • .~:.t 1200 hrs res nons i bili ty for tho 
duties of C of-S. O. B . West i?assed from tho h ands of Ge n 
Inf Blu::ncntritt to those of Lt Gen We s t pha l (Gen Ca v a s 
of 30 J a n 45). (W. D. O.B. West, 9 Sep ) 

42. Provided Fifteenth .:'-..r.m.y could be .:uove d out 
across the West Scheldt it would now become feasible to 
def end the mouth of the Scheldt a nd bolstor the front of 
First Pa r a chute ~·~ELY. On the righ t wing of Seventh .J:my 
a line of defence was being esta blis h ed on the east bank of 
the Ma as. _\n ntta c l~ by elts 116 :·?z Div t ovrdr ds the eastern 
part of LQttich ha d f a il ed. 12 Inf Div , urgently needed 
for the .:'...achcn area, would a::.:1"ive during t h e night 13/14 
Sep. There ha d been a dee p :.;enetr ation a t the f r ont of 
Pz Lehr Div. - South of Belfort ther.._, hnd bEle n heavy atta ck s 
on 11 Pz Div, tho e nemy was att 0.ill.pt i ng to s e:'18r a t e the left 
wing of Nine t e enth ::..rmy /:..rmy from the Swiss bo:r c!.er and to 
open tho road to Belfort. Without pr e judi ce to their 
later employment i n the attack to bo carrie d out by Fifth 
Panzer A.rmy, 112 and 113 Pz Bdos were mov ed to that area , 
(w.n., o.B. West, 9 Sey) . 

43. With t ho scone of O)er o. tions mov ing closer 
and closer to Ger;Ja n:y, a .:id O.B. Vfost's r eo.r areas now 
GXtonding far i nto t he zone of the Chief of ~xmJ1 Equipnent 
and Co.m.._rr:ia.nde r of the Replac e.:::ient . .',.r.my, it was necessary to 
recast command arr2ri~_o::lents. On 9 Sep Hitler dire cted 
0 B. West to assume co..:-!lC.iand ov er the entire Ger;aa n western 
position (including the Westwall ) and of a ll sec Ul~ i ty 
forces in the ar ea. Co.mm.and was to _na ss at 0000 -hrs 11 Sep , 
at which t L"D.e 0. 3. West would also take over all western 
defence tasks pr eviously assigne d. to t he Chief of . ~"...r.my 

Equipment. (: .. Gp B,. Flihrer Orders and Misc Docs, on cit, 
01.·~/YVF.St, Ops No. 773296/44 , 9 Sop 44) -- -
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44. Thera was some pressure a gainst c.:.cl-1 of the 
western ... tt.rn.ios on this day, but only in tho Northeast, and 
particularly in tho sector of S0vonth .'.':l"',--:u.y see.me d the action 
to be of immediat e strateg ical sign i ficance. O .B. \'!fest 
reported: 

It can be ex;;octed that on 11 S6 p the 
American _'\J."'my Group will strive to achieve 
tho breakthrough towa1·ds .Aachen-Cologne, while 
tho British .:°:.X.my Group opposite :?arachute .:.-,xmy 
will ondoavour to gain O]?erational fr eedom 
towards East and :Torth. Since according to 
reliable sources an enony airlanding oyeration 
is not out of the question, all necessary 
measures have bee n t aken in the Netherlands. 

(C.R.s. - H22/6o, 0.3. West, Daily Sitreps, 
Sep 44 , Sitwest for 10 Sop) (981CW(D.53)) 

4.5. On the southern half of the western front 
.Army Group G in the meant i.rn.e had been tradint, s pace for 
time. The favourable starting lines for the flank attack 
demanded by the Filllre r on 3 Se:J (para 27 above) had been 

· lost, but where the situation ma :~! for 2 Sep had shown tho 
ominous void of the 3elf ort gap, the situation ~~rn. :,.:1 for 
' Sep showed a new front in process of ooagu}ation (Sit.map 
West, 9 Sep 44) • .As WG know, irnmediatoly after tho fall of 
A.ntworp the High Co.m.mand had decided to em9loy First Parachute 
Army in the :uitwerp-Hasselt sector, extend tho comm.and zone 
of S.oventh : :..rm.y to include tho area then being traversed by 
the remnants of Fifth :P.anzer ) .. rmy, and withdraw the hcadQuar
ters of Fifth Panzer .. :.X.m,y for r eorganization and e.mploy.m.ont 
in Alsace under· A Gp G. (Historical Section (G.s.} Report 
Mo. 69, paras· .5 .5-.5 6) 

46. By 10 Sep the hoad~uart0rs of Fifth PanzGr 
!-i.rm.y were established east of Luneville (Sitmap West, 9 Sep}; 
on the sa.mG day Gen Pz T]S Hasse Eccard von lfanteuff el was 
appointed to co.mm.and tho .. : . .r.m.y. (C ,I-{ .s. - OKH, :'?ersonnel :Filas, 
von Manteuffel) ( 981HC (D.52) ) • On 11 Sep he took over the 
reins of command from Col C-en P z Tps Joseph (Sopp) Dietrich, 
who had been summoned to the Flihrer headquarters. The },.r:myt s 
new c . of s. was Col Wolf von Kahldcn, G.s.c. (C.R.S. -
63181/3, V\T . D. Fifth Panzer ..:U-my, Part III, 10 Sep - 22· Oct 44, 
10 1 11 Sep) (981E\ .5(D3)). N[anteuffel, a ged 4 7, had never 
commanded abov e a.iv is ion level, but his dossier showed such 
an accumulation of Draise from hard-headed suneriors that 
Hitler pulled hira out of the East on~ Sep to-give him Fifth 
Panzer Army. Obviously Ma nteuffel could not do the impossible, 
but it is common knowledge that he proceeded to pcrf orm 
brilliantly and in the .r:..rdcnnes far outshone Se:•?::? Diotrich, 
the ham-handed commander of the neighbouring Sixth ~anzer 
.. '..rmy. 




