
- 26 -

47. Dcs yite sizeable losses of groun& at several 
places .:".. Gp G continued r,iaking :oro~)arations for the attack 
demanded by OKIN . :Sy evening the op~1oncnt had ];)8.sscd throush 
Luxembourg a nd furt her south gaine d two br idgeheads a cross 
the Mosel above Metz. 17 SS Pz Gren Div vms char ged with 
attempting to eliL1inat e t he bridgeh0a ds (w. n. O. B. West, 
10 Sep}. To bolster tho .meagre subst ance of 17 SS Pz Gren 
Div, on 8 Sep SS Reichsftihrer Himmler had g iven order for 
the inh~odiatc dissolution of 26 and .27 SS Pz Divs, all 
olemonts of the two fled~lin& for~ations to be a bsorbed by 
17 SS Pz Gren Div forthwith {Gen .?z T}S West, Ro:Jort on 
Activities, on cit, ::..pp:::: 29, Pz Of fr -:.Nest, Ho. 1631/44 , 
~ Sep 44 , quoting SS I\!Tain Opera tions Office , :: Org , Ops 
No. 2786/44, of 8 Sep t,t, ). In a nother one o-f the many 
measures dosignod to bring order into confusion a nd convert 
weakness into stre ngth, Rundst odt on 9 Sep ha d ada onished 
;_~my Group G to r ol oaso to First :?urachute _:_r .my the e lc.ments 
of tha t P.rID.¥ still in the Rancy-Lunoville area {w.o. O.B. 
~'0st, 9 Sop). This was cutting t hings r a th0r fine , for 
while the situation ma ~::i West for 9 S op shows t he :presence in 
that general area of s ever a l of tho newly crea t ed panzer 
brigades, the war diary of G-en Pz T_ys Wes t shows clearly 
that they were not ready for co;,1b2t a nd that .i.llUCh ) Grsonncl, 
armament and e qui ... w cntwere still i n transit . (Gon :?z T:.1s 
West, Report on _'..ctivities, 8-16 Se:; , uassi.m) 

11 So p 

48. An im::1ortant st ep in the race to establish 
a new front wa s t aken b,y O. B. West on 11 .Sep in e.n order 
compelling all / .. i r ::i'orcc , N8.vy, O.T. and er.my clements east 
of the Rhine {ex co :;:t gr ow1d forc es in overhaul) to yield-up 
1001., of their machine guns and 9010 of their rifles 1 pistols 
and automatic wea pons. For all troo,1s betwee n P..hino a nd 
Westwall the quota wa s s e t at 501., (W .. ~ D. O.B. ;~rest, 11 Sep) • 
. :'Lr.meegrupne G, now getting set to control the o::;erations 
ot three J .rmi os on a contin.uous f r ont, was u9gr a ded to 
HeeresTruppe G C\.rmy Group G) {s ee pa ra lOf n a bove). (Ibid, 
ll Sep 

49 . ! ccording t o the day's t a ctica l reports, a t 
.Army Group B's front Fiftoenth .·>J.,.,r-.1y was under pressure from. 
tho South, a nd fer:c~' i:. ·.~ oper a tions wGre bGi ng ha:-n:')eI' ::J d from 
the a i r ; i n thG a!"i...,a of First ::ara chutc . .':..r.my t he oy )onent 
had widened h i s br idgehea d a t Yeorpelt; in t he area of 
SevGnth Lr .my there "~ra .s very heav ~, defe nsive fighting f:W! Aachen, 
1 SS Pz Corps was forced to f a ll back to t he lino lV"..al.medy
Dorscheid and a ma jor breakthrough wa s bare l y ) rovcnted . 
.. \t the front of ~":rm.y Gr ou:-1 G the right wing of :.first .. :.:rmy 
was taken back to the Eosal line with r ear el0.nent s on t.he 
far shore. Strong :_lli0a. concentra tion were not0 c1 west of 
Metz and south of Nancy . ..: ... t t he northern wing of l·~ine -Ce onth 

.U-my there was hea vy e nemy traffic in eas te r l y dire ction and 
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at the southern front of the: .:.':rmy the Ger nan lines w0re 
pierced on several places in the general area of Vesoul. 
There was again s evo1"'0 :)rcssuro on 11 !:'z Div (vr.n. O.B. 
Wost, 11 Sep). From tho point of view of the higher direction 
tho sorest spots therefore woro Seventh .. '..J:m.y and 2~i.ncteenth 

J..rmy, and tho latter in --)articular because it was slated to 
protect the rear and f l aclt of Fifth :?anzer. ) ,;rniy during the 
latter's projected attack. ~\.s the day went on and the 
situation of Nineteenth _':..rmy was growing worse, Rundstedt -
carefully maintaining tho fiction of a forthcoming attack 
towards tho Northwest -- told _,~..rmy Group G that the strong 
pressure from north and northeast of Besancon might make it 
necessary for Fifth :<?anzer ..:'ttmy to deliver first of all a 
thrust towards the South in order to gain a firm grip on the 
areas forward of the Vos 3es. Blaskmvitz (who had to be 
doubly careful because Hitler detested him as much as he 
needed him) asked for confirmation. Well aware of Blaskowitzts 
precarious position1 O.B. West recorded solemnly that once 
again _\rmy Group G had boen given confirmation of the fact 
that it had been given a free hand in decidinc; whether or 
not Fifth Panzer _\.r.rn.y to begin with should move southwards. 
fw.n. O.B. West, 11 Se :;> ) 

12 Sep 

.50. At the mouth of the Scheldt the day was 
relatively uneventful; on the .. ' .. lbcrt-Canal Second British 
1'1..rmy was exerting presstu~G; further east Seventh .)...rrny came 
under severe pressuro in tho latter :!,1art of the da~1. ) .. p
parently the two ,_',lliod ::rr.1y Groups intended to aa_vance 
northwards past the Westwall and then turn right towards 
the Ruhr (Si two st, 12 Se:p } . In the area of _'':r-;ny Group G 
~lilied forcos enlarge d their bridgehead at the Upper-Mouse 
and continued to r educ e the salient of Nineteenth _-J:my. 
!U'ter capturing Charmo s they J assed with armoured forces 
through the newly made gar,i in tho Northwest and were engaged 
by 21 Pz Div. Further south Vesoul \vas lost. The Ftth.rer 
reiterated that the _ _-;..rm.y was not to yield any further ground 
and,above all, was to hold l\ancy. The assembly of Fifth 
Panzer J..rmy was to be s ~' eeded up to ensure that it would be 
able to deliver a thrust against the r ear of the advancing 
enemy rather than s pend itself in frontal fighting . The 
general idea was that the op~onent might advance in the 
direction of Epinal or Ramborvilliers, in which case he would 
be attacked from the area between Haney and Feuf chateau. 
3 and 15 Pz G-ren Divs, as well as lOb Pz Bde were to bo .. · 
des ,,atched to Fifth :t?D.nzer .\rmy forthwith. (Der Westen, 139-140) 



28 

13 SGp 

51. .':..t .. '.xmy Group B the transfe r of Fifteenth 
Army to the area north of .:...ntwerp was continuing , First 
Parachute J.rrny had given up tho eastern portion of tho 
f..lbort-Canal position. iSov onth .. ..rmy was unable to prevent 
penetration of the 11 ostwall between Hor~onrath and .. ~achon. 
BetwoGn .Aachen and Eupen tho opponent had reachoct the ~·V'estwall. 

At ~\rmy Group G tho reality of increasing Lm.erican pressure 
had washed out all plans for tho early delivery of a 
strategically significant a ttack by Fifth Panzer :..r~1y. To 
provont the worst of Qll p ossible disasters - having tho 
front torn asunde r beyond rGpair - Rundstedt decidGd to use 
thG availablG forces as local fire brigades at the most 
critical s pots: 

Due to tho beginning of the concentric 
.tunorican attack north and sou"'ch of _Janey, a !.1d the 
continuing prosecution of the strong enemy attacks 
against the northern and southern fronts of 
Nineteenth ..':.r .LJ.y , tho execution of thG attacks by 
tho mas sed forces of Fifth ?anzer ~\rmy from 
the area of Ep inal towards tho Northwes t a t the 
moment seerJ.S no longer possible. Should th i s 
attack have to bo carried out at a later a.ate, 
it will be inFiorative to keep HinotGehth ·..rmy's 
aroa f orvvard of the Vosges as largo as _i) OSS i'ole . 
In view of the Gncmy su:_)eriority this cannot bG 
done with thG forces ~?res'Erntly co.mm.ittea.. 0 . :s . 
West intends, thoroforo, to commit the for.:iations 
of Fifth Panzer .. ·:.r.rny to ina.ividual actions i n 
order to r estore tho situation on both sidGs of 
Vittel and at Vos oul. Not before this has boon 
done can further thought be g i ven to tho largo r 
0_·9e ration. 

(W.D., O.B. Wost, 13 Sep) 

14 Sop 

.52. Tho day 's :o.ost s erious throat to tho Gor.:uan 
efforts to croato a new front dovGloped in tho fortress area 
south and southea st of . :·~achon, who r e .:...r:1erican for cos obtained 
a breakthrough of considor 2bl e width. Various stop gap· 
units were be i ng thrown into the battle and the aovej1ent of 
12 Inf Div to the area wa s s :;iee de d up. /:.t the joint be tween 
First Parachute ! .:r;rry and Seventh _'.:..rmy tho Gorrnns lost 
Maastricht (°li1r.n. o.:s. 1"fost, 1 4 Sop) . In tho area of .':.rmy 
Group G the protruding arc of .J inoteenth ·..rmy was taken back 
to tho line Char.:ues-_'.:pinal. i'!ancy was still in Gorman hands, 
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but ..:Ulicd troops hac"l a ·.y-iearod in the r oar of tho t 1' oops at 
Nancy (Der ~'·Te sten, p . l~ .. 6). With re .;ard to the situation c t 
larc,e: 

to :01'GJare fa.t' tho countorstrolrn beinr; 
projected na1r fi S before, Hitler gave ordc:rs 
for tho crea tion of a Headruerto r s Staff Siith 
~?anzor ":_i'::1y w1Ci.er 38 Col r--8n Dietrich, v.~.i.10 i.·:,: s 
to dLcG ct tho i.,o-or:.:;anizatiol1 of 0.ll ciJ:: 1.ow.'0 d 
f or.Ll1ations t h . ·:G had iJ;.:;on wh;hoJ:- :-..;,i;,m fI'o~·J the 
front in tho - " ~os t 0rn Co.::123. n c". , (foe 9_it.) 

1.5 Se p 

53. On lL~ So·) o.:s . 1:Jost had r.:;---iQr-tod th.:..t tho 
loading elements of t~10 for c·os :'educing tho s c.li0nt [ '"itte l 
nriJa wos t of lino ChaL·~.c s-li:pinal] wer e now sc · ·a~:a·coC: 'by a 
mere 40 km. Ho hac~ as.!.rnd. ·~0 1'.ctiss ion for ~·~inoto onth : . .x"u.y 
to fall ba ck to a li.i1e Char.:.J1eS-bDina l east of Belfort, anC. 
for Fifth :Oanzor ' -:::·1:1 to do livor. a thrust f:..: o.:!1 th0 area 02.st 
of Vosoul into t he f l ank of tho eno.u1y advancing on Lunevillo. 
Early on 1.5 Se_n tho Fli.h:!.'or concurred s.nc. ad6-oe. ·c~J.at tl10 fo r ces 
about to be com.rn.ittod in the VittGl area \"JGro ·co :JG 
strengthened by mov ing in 11 ? z Div a~d an additional ~anzer 

:3rigade, otherwise ,~ success could not be ex) e ct :; d. (:or Nesten, 
p. l !i-1) . Tho day "'O.Ssco .. without m.a j or develo ,.:1ents on ~ho 

1:fost arn Front , 

l b Se'J 

.54. On this d.:.s thei' G was s o_-10 loss o:L .;rouEd 
northwest of . .. a chon; southeast of tho c ity the s itu2tion was 
roli0vod by tho aJ?l' i v .:~ 1 of 12 Inf Div . In -t ho arec.. of _·...r •. 1y 
Group G, Nancy wa s co_:_ ·:lc:d;oly ehcirclo d a nG. Lun-.J v illc vms 
lost. ..:~t tho sout!10r~. front of ~:·i 1J.e t oe .i.1th . : :...~:;. !..y th0 situc.t ion 
was be coming less a cuto. 0 .3. \Afest now issued or C.c:;.~s for tho 
attack against t ho doop flanks of the .·~ .:-n·3rica ... :i. for ces which 
had pushed on beyond tho House botvvcon :·~J ont a :.:0usson <J..2d 
south of Charm.c s. .~ .ftcr dis:)ers ing ,chc ene.my f or cos at 
Lunovillo tho c:. 0.vanco was to be ca:L :ci..; d f orvva1"d. tow2:r-ds :~ont a Mousson (on tho Eeuso, a ~111r o:;: .5 0 ir .. i1 3s l-:.-' '.T :cu:rnville). In 
order to malrn tho ar:.1our still onsa e;od f m:thel' solrcl1 availablo 
as quickly as poss iblo, tllo withdrawal of ~::T;.-wtc:onth _·,:r.;:;iy to 
the line rancv-"E:ninel-}:lo.~1irGii1ont-Svvisa bore.Jr west of 
:Solfort was to be s:~) ooa_oo. up (Dor 'iffoston, p. i .. ;.2) . I~~. :::ia ny 
sectors of the T1\fo stern J:i'r ont the f i chtin' :'.lad nm; ro c1 c.i:1od 
G·e r.0ian soil , Hitler :J.aa.o this fact t ho sui) ~o ct of a st:..' ong 
exhortation to all troo ~;:>s. Th0:ro was no a ore :r-oo..:i. for 
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strategioal manoeuvre, he said, every man was to stand fast 
or die on his post. This message is adequately known; a 
translation appears in: FU.hrer Directives, ~ cit, Vol II, 
p 181; a full citation of the Germ.an text in. A Gp B, Ftlli.rer 
Orders and Misc Docs, £12. oit, A Gp B, Ops No. 7466/44, 
2355 hrs 16 Sep 44. -:----

.5.5· There was now every prospect that the worst 
gaps in the front would be closed; Fifteenth .A:rmy, whioh 
might have been out off but was not, would stand fast in tJle 
North, Nineteenth .A:rmy 1 whioh might have been out off but was 
not, would stand fast in the South. There were no signs of 
an imminent breakthrough of major importance. Perhaps the 
front would hold until a oounterstroke oould ohange the 
picture. It was the end of a phase, but on the next day the 
situation was given a new complexion by the · descent o·f the 
First Allied Airborne Army in the Eindhoven-Nijmegen-Arnhem 
area. 

DEFENCE OF THE NEW FRONT 
UP TO THE ARDENNES OFFENSIVE 

(17 Sep ~ 16 Deo 44) 

Soheldt Estuary under German Oontrol (up to 7 Nov) 

17 Sep 

,56. Shortly after 1400 hrs 17 Sep O.B. West began 
to reoeive reports about Allied air landings in the Arnhem
Nijmegen-Eindhoven areas (W.D. O.B. West, 17 Sep). Onoe 
again, therefore, Fifteenth Anny was in danger of being out 
off, and there was the dangerous possibilit~ that the enemy 
might suooeed in advanoing towards Mfulster {Der Westen, 
P• 182). Particularly at Arnhem, however, the landings 
were somewhat of a descent into a hornet's nest. For at 
Arnhem were the headquarters .. of Army, Group B (Student, .Q]. ogt' 
p. 10; Bitmap West, 17 Sep 44), while at Doetinohem, some 1 
miles to the East, were the headquarters of 2 SS Pz Corps 
and nearby a battle group of 2000 men from 9 SS Pz Div 
(C.R.S . .. - 180/47, Apps to W .. D. O.B. West, 11 - 20 Sep 44, · 
Appx · 2237, 17 Sep 44) (Hist Seo (GS) Miorofilm Reel No. 69). 
True, there were in the area none of the formidable · 
formations encountered in Normandy, but nevertheless by 
1640 hrs a host of assorted sDm.ller units was oonverging 
on or making ready to move to the soene of the airborne 
landings. Coming from the Northwest were units of the 
Armed Forces Commander Netherlands, from the Northeast 
and East elements of 2 SS Pz Corps, from the Southeast 
hastily alerted forces of and from the Military 
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District No. VI ('.1Tostphalie. snd Northern Rhine Province)*. 

18 Se:p 

57· Hitler's reaction to the sudden developmont 
was threefold . Firstl.Y, O .:g. ·wost was told ovor tho t elephone 
that 180 and 190 I~f Div woro bo i ng transf orred to ~ Gp 3 
from Military District :X: (Ha.mourg) , -nhilo a battle group of 
361 V.G .D . was being dosy.,atched by Milit£Iry District VI. 
Secondly, O.B. ~;fest was directed to rc:mort on the noasuros 
t aken with re gard to tho 3reskens bridgehead. This because 
tho Scholdt ostuarv :was to bG lrnpt in C'rer.m.an hands in all 
circumstance s ;• . Thirdly , he was c.t1povrerod to orcter at h i s 
own discre tion the dostJ.:uction of the ports of Hotterda.m 
and .:.JD.st ordam. (~1~r. D. 0. B , 11!est, 18 .So JJ) 

58. Inf Divs r o. 180 and lTo. 190, novv coming from 
Military District Xi hod s e rv e d for long as traini~g and 
ro~lacement d.ivisions , .:_t tho same ti:.10 they had been kept 
nt full strength and roaa_y to move off i.ID..Lri.ed iat 0 l~1 in thG 
event of a oall for field duty (O.C.M.H., F.S . 3. , l:'.JS-B-195, 
Lt Gen Hammer, He )ort on 190 Inf Div, p . 2) (981S01\I (D20 8 ) ); 
U.S • . !l..rm.y Order of Ba ttle of tho German .. "-rmy , o:J cit, pp. 
195 and 198) • _\ s W8 know, tho two for2Jlations Ill cuostion 
later be came usoful and oxporionced divisions, but tho fc,ct 
tho. t tho Gera a n High Comr,iand was be g inning to devour tho 
ro gonora tivo apparatus of tho _·J."'ray, for all to see wa s 
clos.rly the handwriting Oi.1 tho wall. 

19 Sop 

59. _·_ccording to O.B. 1'TGst's situa tion re9ort for 
19 SG:p the situation i n tho Wost presontod tho following 
picture: 

( Condons a t ion) 

In the aroG. of :?ifte enth _\.r.m.y the First 
Canadian _:":.rmy had launched an attack against 
tho Torneuzon bridgehead and forced /12 Inf Div 
to fall ba ck on shorter lines. 

*When thG signific2nce of tho increasing traffic i.!.1 tho 
air had boco.mG cles.r, counter-measures were ta~~cn quic kly. 
The 9resent report is not designe d to dGal with tactical 
detail, but it might be noted in 9assing that infor.J1ation on 
tho German units alorto<l or set in motio.r. during tho eo.rly 
hours of Market Garden is to bo found in the J\_-.J-·'JenoJ_ces for 
17 Sep 44 to the War Dia ry of O .. J. Wost, .9l?. cit -~ (Historical 
Section (GS) h icrofilm. : ·:o. 69). 
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In t hG a roa of Fir s t =.)ar a ch ute . .' . .ra y tho 
First Llliod .. ':..irborno ... "'..:r:!ly had n ot bocn ra i nfor cod 
materially f rou t h e a ir, but 30 Br i t Ccr]s ha d 
est3blished cont a ct wi t h 101 u.s . . ~i1 ld Div 
north of Eindhov on . This pres e nt e d to t ho 
e nemy tho ~ossib ility of a dv a ncing to t he l~as 

as f a r as wost of Nij~cryo n by crossing the 
Voghol bridge 1.;rhich he ha d captured on 17 Sop . 
In cons oQuonco on tho ev ening of 19 Sop severa l 
enemy t a.riJrn ha d a!J .i. oar e d at tho Nijm0 gon bridgehead. 
Counter-.mon su:ros f r o.m. VTost and e s.st 1..voro under way 
and would be continue d on 20 Sep . 

Progr ess was be i ng m.a do i n tho e li:i1i .na t i on 
of t he cno.:ny forc e s wost of .. ':.rnhon El S a result of 
the concentric atta ck be ing ca rried out b~ Division 
von Tottr.u (i.a. an aa. hoc grou:1) de s ~a-C che d by .·...r:.10d 
Force s Co ... 1nanc3.or Hc t hcrlands) ""nd 2 :SS ~:'z Corps. 

-'~t F'ij::o.e gon t horo had be en little chan r:;e i n 
the situa tion but the a ttack woul d be continue d 
on t h o arr i va l of the alert un its fro~:i 2 Pur a Corns. 

J.t t ho i nner wings of Firs t l)a r a chut e and 
Sev ent h .:'..rmi os t he ener.iy ha d ga ine d ground and 
the f or war d e l m:1onts of tho newly inserte d division 
ha d not yot s uccee de d i n clos i ng t ho now gap. 

Gor man at to. c ~rn -east of Aa chen a nd ot 3 itburg 
ha d f a iled. 

At t ho f ront of . .'....r.m.y Group G t her e had b een 
heavy s e es aw fighting i n tho a r ea 'bot woon l;_!otz 
a nd Ep i na l, with t ho ma in a ction i n t ho Luneville 
s e ctor. 

Ni neteo.:ith .:'..r.my wa s una.or pr essure in all 
s e ctors ano. t ho one.m.,y wa s a p-,Proa ching °S~? inal from 
a ll sides. 

(Sitwo st for 19 Sep) 

60. Schra.1r:1 note d t hat Hitl er's continuing insistence 
on tho dQf enco of the Schola.t e stua ry wa s koe :.> i ng Fifteenth 
!'....I'my from committin g f orces strong enough to cut tho tank 
lanes to the ..:'.J:1erican .:.ci rlanding Division. Cons i dering tho 
action to b e t a ken if the situation a t E i ndhov en could not 
bo restore d, Hitle r on th i s dny wa s thinking of holding a lino 
Maas-Nijme gon-Wual, vrhich would ma ke it possible l a t e r on to 
exe cut e a thrust fro.;.-;1 . ."_.achen via Has se l t i nto t ho ene -.iy pocket 
in Holland. (Der :·'.Testen , P • 183) 
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20 Sep 

61. .'.i.t tho highGr levels this day was one of 
watchful waiting , for tho future course of action would 
do pend on the outcor110 of tho fighting now in progress. To 
bolster tho f orcos in tho Eotherlands, Hitler ordered. the 
i.mm.odiato des nat ch to . ."~ Gp B of 5 04 Hy Tlc Bn (Tigers) and 
471 GHQ, ; ,_ . Tk···Bn. To guide the operations of the Divisions 
No. 180 and No. 190, tho hoadquartors staff of 12 SS Cor~s 
was being called back from the Eas t ern front. Korth of 
Eind.Uovon tho attack of 5 9 Inf Div from the West towards 
St. ~denrodo failed. The for;:na tion had been unable to cut 
tho ~llied corridor and join hands with 107 ~z Sde , which 
was advancing from the ~ast but had been brought to a halt 
by the enemy east of Son. Socond Brj_t ish 1'..rm..y expanded its 
penetration in northerly direction and captureo_ tho railroad 
bridge aeross tho 'fvaal at :··:·ij.r;1e go n. ('.1l. D. o. :s . l\.fest, 20 Sep) 

21 Sop 

62. Waiting for tho outcome of t he various local 
operations , O.B. We st took tiru.e out to re - assoss t he situation. 
His own forces he.d a tota l combat value of 21 VGD anc1 6-7 
Pz Divs. !:.ga inst this the } .. llios had com.rnitteCl. 39 Inf, 
20 .\rmd, and 3-4 Il.irb Divs, and still in England thore were 
approximately 22 Inf, 9 : ..rmd, and: 3 :.·~irb Di vs. Eain dan3er 
points w-e.:re · the Nij .0.10 gGn- .. .\.a chen so c t or, where t ho O:Jponent 
intended to make a thrust towards thG rthenish-~· .'ostphalian 

industrial area , and tho Metz-Lunevillo sector, wher e he 
intended to advance in tho industrial area of the Saar and 
to the Rhine - Ma in plain . The lin..:aediato goal was to ga in 
ti.me , but the ultlil.8. te objective .::1ust bo tho d.e cisivo d.efoat 
of the enemy by nwans of an atta ck at one SJ;iecif ic s:pot. 
(Vi/ .D .. ~ .B . -vest, 21 Sop ) 

63. For .1\.r.my Grou::;i B the r:.1ost i:::n:'.?ort ant task a t tho 
mome nt was to close the ga9 i n tho front north of Eindhovon, 
to :yrovont a further eno~:1 1 aa.van co north of i.1'." ija ogen , 8.nd 
to consolidate tho situation i n tho ontire aroa. In view of 
tho fact tha t frosh forc es cou1a.· not be nado available in 
good timo, First _,_are.chute ... ·:.r my would be lJGr.:J.ittod to fall 
back to tho line .. ".....rit wo r p-Turnhout-Tilbourg- Toghol-Hol:!lond
Woort. Tho Vvestern .Scheldt was to . be held. ..':.. block ing lino 
was to be created bG t woo n Rhino and 1Naal as well as on the 
north bank of tho Hhine . For ..:·...rmy Group G- the .most im!)Ortant 
taslc at tho moment was to r estore a · f ir;.1 link between First 
.Ar my and Fifth :?anzer ... · ... rLly in tho area east of r a ncy, and 
to prevent an enemy breakthrough to thG Saar reg ion. (Ibid) 

. -
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22 Sop 

64. J .. Gp B: With the oxcopt ion of 64 Inf Div, 
which had boon l ef t behind to dof ond the Breskens bridgehead, 
all formations · of Fifteenth .:.:rmy had now crossed tho Scheldt 
(for details soe H.s. Report No 69, para 95f). - ~ start had 
been made on 21 Sop with tho demolition of the ports of 
Rotterdam and ~·J:nsterda;11.~:~ Strong pressure from Nijmege n 
towards .hrnhem had boon re ::ielloa_ by pulling together local 
res erves. East and wost of Eindhoven the enemy had penetrated 
Gorman lines. O.B. Wos t notified !.,. GD B of a t eleDhonic 
communication from OKTN according to which the Filhror desired 
that on both side s of Eindhoven tho withdrawal movement of 
First Parachute l':rmy be carried out only in the event of 
enemy :i;:iressure. The pur~1ose of this was to maintain as long 
as possible a situation tha t the enemy had adl!litt e d to be 
unpl easant , CW. D. O.B. 1\Test, 22 3o?_:l) 

65. J'~ Gp G: Command of the .:\.r my Group had passed 
from Col Gen Blaskowitz**to General of Panzer Troo~s HernEnn 
Balck. - The enemy was ex:ort inf; :') ross ure on .many points. 
The Ffihrer had concurred with O.B. w·est 's Dl an for an attack 
by Fifth Panzer .,'...r my towards Nancy. However, tho ground which 
had already boon t aken to safeguard the assembly area of the 
-~rmy 1 had been lost a ba in in tho meant ime. (Ibid) 

*Demolitions virtually count er manded by 0 . B. Vfo st on 23 Sep 
as delotorious to Gorrmn S-boat and supply operat~ons. (W.D. 
O.B. Wost, 23 Sop ) . 

** ' Col .Gen Blaskowitz, a high-minded ro pros ontativo of the 
old army, had been tolorato d only because ho vra s neodod. He 
ha d been 01~enly in disfavour since 1939 , when ho had submitted 
pointed reports on Gorruan ac1i11inistrative practices in l?oland 
(Zimmermann, A Study in Con:unana. , p. 5 8) • Desp ite g ood work in 
difficult c ircwnstancos he was n ow being .mado t he scapegoat 
for tho reverses of .·'...rmy G1"oup G ,, - On or a bout 20 Sop he wan 
abruptly r olievod of his cm,1J,12 nd (0 ,c .l\LH ., F.S.B., MS - L999, 
von Mellenthin, .t •. Gp G, 20 :Sep - 8 Nov 4L~ , p. VIII) ( 981.L\.GpG 
(Dl)). Records show that Rundstodt had been unable to prevent 
his r ocall: 

In a renewed r o·•)ort .to ox::,r, OB '·\Test 
set forth the dove loix1onts in the situation 
of Nineteenth ~..r.m.y which forced it to g ive 
up the salient f orNard of the Vos ges , He 
stre ssed in ~articular ...• that no blurae 
could be attached to tho co;x1mander of /\.r.my 
Group G. (w.n. O.B. West, 19 Sep) 
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23 Sop 

66. .Major activities ro.na ined confined to tho area 
of the airlandings. ~1{ith tho situation still fluid and an 
improvement in the weather :predicted, O.B. Wost was apprehensive 
of renewed landings from. tho air. Indeed, in the ef ternoon 
British forces wost of !.i.r .nhem wore SUi):pliod from tho air, tvro 
battalions landed botvvoon _r..rnhom and lTijmo gen, others SE of 
Nijmegen, and about 480 care;o-glidors SiJJ of Nij .L1egon. The 
latter descent was obviously a reaction to tho Ger:~n threat 
to the corridor, but the landing SE Fijrt10gen might indicate a 
forthcoming attack on the area between Rhine and }fuas. In 
view of this aggravation of tho situation, O, B. \'!est ordere a_ 
tho immediate transfer of 108 Pz Bdo to the area of Goch. 
(W, D. O.B. West, 23 Sop) 

24 Sep 

67, Uttering strident cries of alar_;::i had over been 
Model's way of getting reserves. But Rundstodt's concurrence 
with Model's viows at tho time ina_icat os that at the Western 
com.iiland at least tho descents of 23 Sep had created a state 
of acuto concern. At 1300 hrs Model communicated his fears and 
suggestions to Rundstedt. He said the situ3tion on tho northern 
wing of ,_\. Gp B had a_e teriora t od since 17 Sep because the enoriy 
had been able to reinf orco himself whilst Gornan reinforco.m.ents 
had boon inado auato. In conse aue nco the o-r:n:i onent had been 
delayed, but not definitely pro'v ontod fror1-acqcuiring a baso 
for a thrust to the Ruhr. Unless First :?arachuto .L:.cr,iy was mado 
strong enough to hold tho ondangored sector, the now airlandings 
might load to critical dovolop..:::lG nts. The 01;rponont was re
inforcing the operation for the pur~ose of breaking also into 
the area between the Rhine and 1'/Iaas in a sector where thero 
were no permanent fort if icat ion.. It vvas nocossar~r therof ore 
to move additional Gornan forcos to that sector, if necessary 
from other parts of tho front. Model then described in 
detail the action suggest ed and the forces re quired. (~ Gp B, 
Weekly Reports and :Misc Docs, OJ2. cit, l.. Gp B, Ops No. 7743/44, 
24 Sep 44,. signed Model) 

68 _. Rundstedt in turn advised OICW that he was 
supplementing his r e cent a Jx:-ir0ciation of the situation in the 
following sense: 

( Note: I. arrator's condensation) 

Encountering strong e nemy concentra tions 
Fifth Panzer - ~-rmy 's attack had bogge d down; 
a resur.a:0tion was without promis e and could 
only lead to further wast8 of strengt h . 

On tho oth0r hand tho renewed strong 
airlandings in the a fternoon of 23 Sep 
had strengthened tho surmise that the 
enemy intended a \i.uick capture of the area 
betwe en Maas and Rhine and a subso c~uent 

pincer movoi11ont from that area and from 
Aachen to the Rhonish-Wostphs.lian industrial 
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district. This was the point of acut G danger, 
by comparison all other a s ~octs had rocodod 
in ll111ortanc e , 

-~ s it was tho j.:"e fore necessary to renounce 
all othEl r plans, pa rticularly t he un:Jromising 
attack by Fifth ~?anz or .'.r Jly, 0 LB. \,Vest wa s 
re questing authority to tra nsf er pa rts of 
Fifth Panze r _ ~_rmy (L, 7 :'? z Corps, 111, 112 and 
113 Pz Bdes) bohind his threa t ened a nd de c i sively 
i~portant right wing. 

ThG consO (LUent further weakonin2. of _'...rmy 
Gp G would de::iand a. step by step withdrawal to 
the Vosgas ~osition. 

Re ce nt de ve lop2onts indicated that t ho 
situation of Fi fteenth and First Parc. chutG 
.. : __ r .r;1i es would be co.me ·:·Jr ogress i vely ;;1o:eo 
difficult. In viow of the r e l atively small 
forc e s a va ilabl e , tho de f e nc e of t ho Gor man 
aroa demanded the -oreservation of t h os e two 
-~mio s. : [;radual -- withdrawal behind the :Maas, 
Waal, and t ho extende d Nostwall seu~·,iod thoroforo 
ne cessary; t he Scholdt estuary was t o 'oo dGfGnded 
in any cc:so. 

In thG opinion of 0 . 3 . \'\Test the sugt_;ostod 
withdrawals woro ne cessary to insure a ti.aoly 
gathering of r e sorvos for tho big battle to bo 
expe cted in tho .",.rnhem- Aachen s e ctor. 

(W.D. 0, B. ~Vo st, 2 L1r Sop ) 

69. Still on ·cho s ame day 010.V told tho ·west ern 
cor!1mand over tho tolG J!hono tha t the Ffillr cr had turned down 
the req_uests contained i n thG a P};re ciation of tho s a.:ue day , 
The order for Fifth :1?anzer -~-ray Ts attack tm:;ards Raney was 
to re.main in force. _·_o.O. itional verbal advance orders were 
issued during the lat t or :·_)art of tho day (ibid), e. nd early 
on 2.5 Sep the whole compl ex of qu e stions was cov ei~o d b y a 
Ftihrer Order {para 70 below). . .-~t t he hour when h odel and 
Rundstedt translat ed t he ir vision of an im~ediate Rhineland 
attack into jittery ra co":ID'.l.e ndations, t hey did of course not 
know wha t the da y would brin5 . But Hitler, particularly at 
the tirae of issuin; his formal directiv e , had learnt from 
the day's reports (sitwest for 24 se,) that there ha d been 
no major attacks and no now l a ndings frmil tho air. 

70. 
2.5 Sep. 

2.5 Sop 

Tho FlihrGrts Orde r was transmitted at 0.500 hrs 
In e ss ence Hitlor do .r.mnded: 

(a} destruct ion of enGay i n .. '..rnhem -
Nijmegen ·aro a. ; 
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(b ) southern front of Fift eenth _·:._rmy and wes t orn 
front of First ~?arachutG _-_r ;J.y to bo he ld 
i n ~;:ire s ont lines; and onoilly bridgehead 
so ut h of Hol~ond to bo olimi nat od or 
s oal od-off at l east; 

( c) gap bet wee n Fift eent h _' .. r my a nd First 
Par a chute _:,_r m.y a t Ve gh e l t o be closed; 

{ d) _:\:rmy Group G to stand f a st forward of 
Vos ge s posit ion. To :-Qer rJ.i t mobilo 
01Jer a t i ons i n area Dus s-Noneny-Luneville 
no :panzer d i v i sions' panzer brigade s or ]; a n ze r 
c;r enadi er di visions to be take n ffV"Ja } f ro11 
~·::.rra.y G-r o u :p ; 

{e ) i n a ddition to f ormations a lready n a do 
availabl e , 9 and 116 Pz Divs t o bo to 
Fir st Pa r a ch ute _:_r my [ f rom _:\a che n area ~ ; 

(f ) Chie f of Replac ement _'...rmy to l oca t e 
stronges t ] Ossibl o forc e s i n ~ortharn 
Holla nd. 

(_\ G_p B, Flihr e r Orders and M:isc 
Docs, o~o cit, O. B. w·est Ops l--To. 
839/tr4 , citing in f ull> .:.dolf 
Hitler, WFSt Op s l''.o. 773518, 
Top Se cret, of 25 S o] 44 , 
dis patched 0.50 0 hrs) (981 . .' .. G:pB(D2)) 

A photosta t i c r eproduction and a transla tion 
of this orde r appea r a t __ 'ippendix ::n :i to t ho pr o.sent report. 

71. I nstruct ions to car r y out t he Filllrer f s dema nds 
had alrea dy b e en issued on 24 Se p on t he ba sis of t e l ephonic 
advan ce infor;:ia tion frm1 OKHT. ~Jowhe:re during t ho day, 
howovor, did tho Ge r .cJ.an na~rn any substantial progress . 2.56 
and 361 VGD' s we r e be i ng transf erre d to l'~orthern Holla nd, 
but to be g i n with t hey would be unde r O.B. West only for 
supply and i n the eve nt of an enc.Lily l anding from t he air. 
(W. D. O. B. 11ro st, 25 So ~J ) 

26 Sop 

72. Heavy pressure a ga i nst Fifteent h . ...rmy was 
continuing . Furthe r east 2 SS :i?z Cor:os r eport e d tho 
e l imina tion of t he l a st ol c.m.ents of 1 Brit -~' -i i--b Di v 7 t hus 
ha ving de f ea t ed t he att empt to cross t he Weder-Rijn. British 
pr essurG aga i nst t he blocki ng line south of ,.'.rnhem. W3 S be ing 
.L.ia inta i ne d. The Gor.o.a n a ttoLJ.pt t o d estroy t h e _-',llie d forces 
bGt weon the Ko de r-? ij n a.nd t ho l"i'aal was s e t for 30 Se _p; 
9 a n d 116 Pz Di v wo r e to p articipa t e . There wer e no signs of 
a n early at tack i n the __ ·,_a ch on a r oo. . Fifth :.?aa zc r _'-r.i:ilY' s 
atta ck was ma k i ng progr ess; Ni ne t eenth -=~rr11y wa s still under 
strong press uro . (1.1! . D. 0. 3 . ·~lo st, 2 6 Sop ) 
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27 Sep 

73. From thu ·.)oint of viow of tho o:L~t.hodox 

strategist tho c~o livery of tho ---~lli oc, coup de : ~:race in the 
Wost wa s ove rdue. Onc o again , however, tho strange 
combination. of intuition , ca lculdtion and coLu·ago of dospo. ir 
in Hi tlor' s .mind had. .c,1«1C..o hir,1 s onso a fl sgging of t .i::e onG.ny is 
driv e a t a ti,·10 when h is own gene r als coule_ soe no-clling out 
black clouds. - Moro th2n that , ho had just s ot his sta ff 
to ca lculat e tho f orco s required for r oGa ining tho initiative 
by a massive thrust a t the tiE:1e when ba d flying woethor would 
Lia~co it possible t o establish a st a te of ~ocal suporiorit,y 
in a suitabl e sccto:c. (Do r '.'!oston, 2.5 ) - 2.5b) 

74 . ·Jher eas t ho t wo 1!1io ld :urarsha ls hac1 bo on 
thinking of &uf 0ns i vo act i on, Hitler? s order of 2.5 So :;> had 
doraanded at t a cks i n ::'; io.ol~1 s e:·1arated sectors . riundst edt 
oxainine d tho situation t o soc 1.vhat was )Os s~:_ blo, and on 27 
,So p reported tho followin:::-~ i nt entions for tJ.10 nortl:s r n 1.v- ing : 

(1) 2 Para Cor·')s to c om·~·"J1'"'0S'3 t he enez;:y 
bridgEJheacf -a t Wijme g on; 

(2 ) 2 SS ~z Corps (with a lts 9 and 116 
/ z Divs undor conmand) to dos tro? t hG 
forc e s bot v-rGGn l~o dcr-~djn and nas l; 

(3) upon complet ion of (1) and (2) 
both Cor ~s to att empt reaching tho 
lino v·raai - l\1aa s-'.'ia :~ 1 CHnal. 

CircW!lstancas f or'Ja de any other tactics than 
indiv idual thrusts by stronG assault grou~s. 
For a!l attac~c of tha ri§.ht wing on ·1Teghel 
his f orcos V"voro not strong enough . 

( i'T D v • • 0 .,.., T",T _,_ 2n S ) • .-::i . \,8Sv, / Cy 

75.. I n tho ;·.1eantir:io H . Q. . 12 ,SS Cor:Js h ::, a. a1· r ive d 
and asSlm.aa c OiiL:.·1and of 1.'T' irst Jl ,?, r &chl1-t 0 .':..r:1y ts elo.ment s wost 
of Lrnhom, thus 2aking it possibl e for Ht~. 2 SS I'z Corgs to 
devote itself oxclu,s ivol? to t ho conduct of tho o ~_;s :;_' ations 

between .Arnhem and I.''.1j:::::.ogsn . OEW h aO. ; ivon orders to 
transf er 256 VGD , 361 VGD, t wo SS MG 3ns anc1 the Ilocco Bn 
of 1 SS J?z Div to l\:orth Holland as on Ol0.': Hos orve . ·· 766 G .J-I.Q, . 
/:..rty Ede was to .mov o to tho ~ ·,rosol - E_-,:i_:ae :t.'ich a r ea, 363 VGD 
was to follow a s soori as its fr-s t battlG group would 'bo 
fully organiz0d . 

(Ibid, 27 :Sep ) 
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28 Sep 

76. OKW told 0 .3 ! Wost the one.my S GGl!lG d no longe r 
bent on envelop ing tho ' 'Jost 'Vall from tho r1orth, but r athe r 
on cutting off Fifteenth .. 'xmy and the ~'...rmo d Forces Comm.and 
Netherlands. With ~rn oyo to future operations, and consia.ering 
the present paucity of forces, tho Filllrer had concurred 
with 0.B. We stVs suggestion to desist from an attack a gainst 
tho deep flank of Secon d British ... \rmy in tho Voghol aroa . 
Accordingly 0 ,B . ~·est 's i rnHo dia to next tasks wor e : 

1. 

2. 

3. 

to defeat tho onomy botwoon Rhine and 
Maas i n tho a r ea ~

1
ragoningen-.\rnhom

Nijmegon- G-ravo; 

to Iaalrn Fif t e enth :...r.my strong Gnough to 
hold its yr os ont front ; 

to urot oct tho lifo lines of F ift3onth 
::..rmy aga inst any k i nd of atta ck. 

(Ibid , 28 Sep ) 

77. In tho day 's t a ctica l devolO).:ilents First 
Para chute ~;.rmy lost its bridgehead a t 1:rva go ning on ; in tho 
~\achon a r ea 116 :?z Div had bee n rolieved by 2 1~ 6 VC-D; on tho 
southern wing Fifth :1 anzo1" .~'J:my 's atta ck h a d .not with sono 
initial success but hold no further promise . Tho right 
wing of Nineteenth _:..rmy had ga ine d som.o f irmnoss as e. r os ul t 
of Fifth. Panzer ..':..r.mJr' s atta ck, but in the Bolf ort a rea a 
premature withdrawal to tho Vos ges :positions could be 
avoided only by moving-in additional forc e s . To mitigate 
that situation, 106 P z Bdc and the P z G·r e n Div woro g iven 
orders to mov e frorn First _·_rmy to Ni notoenth .. '..r.my . 

29-30 Sop 

78. Do vo loy;:,1ents during tho l ast two days of 
SoptGmber a re of intere st ma inly to tho stude nt of i ndiv idua l 
opero.tions. -- 0.B. F es t took stops to divort a considera ble 
numbe r of roplacomo nt b o.ttalions t o dopl ot o d .:'...rm.y Group G 
(\'f .D. O.B. Wost , 29 a nd 30 Sop). Looki ng bac~{: on tho events 
of Se ~Jtombor, tho _'l.ll ios could find s a tisfa ction in having 
virtually ejected tho Ger m.ans fron Fr anco, while tho Germ.ans 
may have found soiile fl oating sola ce i n t ho thought of hav ing 
G:k'trica ted th llJ.s o lvos from a situation fraught vJ'ith the 
danger of sudden collapse. 
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1 - 8 Oct 

79. During t hG first wook of Cctobor t ho .. -~li io s 
maintained stGady prGss uro ago. inst a ll Ge::.."'.:ia n .: .. r ii1i cs in tho 
\'fost, but the Gor£JDns wor o a blG to pr event any i~1s. j or loss e s 
of ground. In tho ar ea of Fiftoe nth .:~rny, '.1a lchoren Island 
was being flooded by wat ers coming in through dy~:o s tha t 
had boen breached fron t ho 2 i r . First :·· C1 r a ch ut o ..:·.,.rmy' s 
counterattack in tho Nijmogon s Gctor bo6eod down a nd was 
abandoned. Sovonth ~·.:r:1y wa s under sovor e :pressure i n tho 
...': .. achon area and oxpoct od an immodia t o _·.J..liod ass3ult. _'._rmy 
Group G was undGr pressure a t various ·)oints but J~1an3go ci. to 
maintain a coherent fro~t by yielding further ground. 
(C.R.S. - 75144/27, W. D. O. B. Nost ( ~Gp D), October 1944 , 
1 - 8 Oct, passim) ( 981c ~r(n6o) ) 

80. In the ~oant ime n uch t hought h~ d boon given 
at tho highest Gorman ~ua7ters to the stra teg icul countor
stroko under contempla tion . Since tho beginning of October 
the soctor east of Liege ha d co.;.:~o to bo re garde d in growing 
measure as the area most s uitable for such a t hrust. It was 
the same area where t ho breakthrou3h ha d been £!lade in 1 94 0; 
suitable reconnaissance and ex}orie nce r Gports were on ha nd 
as far as they had not :perished in tho f iro a t the : ...rchi vo s 
in 1941. Calculations he. a_ beo n ria do of the forces that could 
be made available if thor o would be no further serious 
deterioration in the situation. i lternativo plans for thrusts 
from the Netherlands, from tho Liego-:_a chon area, from 
Lu.."'Cem.bourg, from Lorra ine, a nd from ._Us a co he.d boe n woi ghod. 
A thrust from Venlo t owards -~-ntwer·1 ha d boon r o j e ct od a s too 
risky, tho three l ast nciEe d. pos s ibilit ies ha cl f ound no favour, 
but orders had been g i ven to ;1r o)ar 0 ~.') lanning }::i.:;iors for a 
thrust from the Lioge··_"..s chen a r oa . .":..l most i m'-11edia t ely it 
became a~parent that alt orna t iv os ono a nd t wo would havo to 
be combined. The end r es ult wa s a pla n whcroby tho ontir o 
British Lrmy Group and tho :~norican f orcos in tho ~achen area 
wore to be cut off by means of a t hrust towa rds -'~ntwerp 

from tho area south of _ .. _.s. chen and no1~the rn Lu:x:o.:,ibourg . 
(Der Weston, 25?-260) 

9 o·ct 

81. Lt tho fighting front in tho mo antliilG tho 
situation was bGing a g:g r a v o. tod by tho cloarl,y discorniblo 
intention of First Cana dia n .1'-r·my to ga in control of the 
Scholdt estuary by all moans, ther eby enabling tho _::J.lie s to 
mako uso of tho port ~t long l ast. Considering t his serious 
aspect in conjunction with the threat e ning double onvolopmont 
of tho ~·..achon r Ggion v.~1ct tho f a ct t ha t !.:rray Group C- vms 
being bled more and moro without receiv ing a dequate roinforco
raents, O.B. Wost r e porte d his situation to Jodl with the 
significant re quest t hat t ho Flihre r bo informe d of his views 
(A Gp B, Weekly Report s and Misc Docs, 212. cit, O.B. Yost, Ops 
No. 850/1;4, of 1130 hrs 9 Oct 44 ). O.B . ~re st mado tho 
following points and r oo ucsts: 
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[Condensed] 

In tho a r ea of :J'if t oenth : .. r m:/ tho r:.10st 
dangc: rous situation was north of :,.ntwor) whero 
the onomy wa.nt od to s e ize tho l and bridgo t o 
~'lalchoron . 

_.::..s tho enc.01,Y 's strength in the : .. rnhom
Nijmogon s e ctor and at ~a chen ~ro cludod the 
transf er of for cos to Fiftoonth -~-r.m.y, tha t 
:..rmy would have t o strengthen its right wing a t 
tho expense of its l eft wing. This .:1oant a 
shortening of th0 front bot woon Tilbui"'g a nd 
Hort ogonbos ch. The right wing of First :•.)ar& chuto 
-'~rmy would have t o assu:.10 a dofensive ~;ios turo, 

particularly s o be ca use the situation a t ::.achen 
might nalrn it nc:cesse.ry for 2 8.S ~? z Cor})S to 
div ert more of its own f orc e s to that aroa . 

_\uthority was therc foro roq_uostcd for 
the ova cus -i:; ion of tho -~..rnhoLl bridgehead. 

Tho ~o int of gr eat es t dange r for tho ont iro 
Wes t ern fro nt as a whole was a t the l"'ight wing 
of Seventh :_rmy, whore a double onve lo:9nont of 
tho gr eater _'_a chon nr oa was clearly indica ted . 
Constant disrunt ion of tho r a il cmmunicat i ons 
was dola yinG tho a rrival of r o inforce.ri1oats. 
It would hardly bo possible to e limi nate t ho 
dents i n t he front on both sides of ..:· __ a chen ; to 
tho contral"'~r , t ho onomy mi ght tight en his gri9 
on the cit~1 • I n accordance with the Ffillror' s 
ordors an~ a t tho risk of losing 246 I nf Div , 
orders ha d boon issued to dof end tho city to tho 
l a st. 

_',.t t ho fr ont of .. :.xmy Grou:;? G- tho ono.:-iy was 
encloavouring to unhinge Motz fr om tho South and 
t o ga i n ~oss oss ion of the Vosgos defile s by 
attacks on a b1"oad front betwe en Lunovillo and 
Luro. ::..:rmy Group G would havo to c ont inue 
off oring do l a ying r e s istnnco with u .m.inir.11um 
of f orc es , thcHGby buying ti.me for tho i nprovo
lilGnt of tho Vos gos position. It mi ght bo co.J10 
necessary to t alrn ba ck tho Motz bridgehead to 
tho Moselle . 

The princi:pal r eas on for tho rocont succe sses 
of tho enorn.y ha d b oon tho l a c k of o•)orntional 
r osorvos 1 whi ch had -)r ovontod tho t L !2.oly con
centration of dofo n co f orcos whore tho noo d 
would a ris o . Q,uiot s e ct ors had a lrea dy boon 
woakenod grea tly and c ould n ot bo furt he r de nuded. 
It wa s necessary, the r oforo , to r oquost tho 
transf 6r of tho ro cu~orating troo~s of Sixth 
Panz e r !,:rmy to tho n r oa Ens chGdo -Borkon-
Hal t cr n -HeI:lm- Mlinstor-Rh ino . 
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In addition 0.B . Wost asked for tho 
immediate des ~)atch of soven replacement· battalions 
and for an increase in tho flow of anti-tank 
weauons and arnmunitions to his co~uand . 

10 Oct 

82 •. Tho condition of tomporarY stalomato was 
plainly evident as an uneventful day at the fronts was 
rounded out by an uninspired routine r eply to Rundstodt's 
situation report. 0.3. \'Vost was directed to consider as his 
most important tasks: 

{l) to koop tho enemy from gaining ontra nco 
to tho port of ... "..ntwerp; 

{2) to ma intain contact between Fifteenth 
... 'trm.y and First Parachute _::.rmy; 

(3) to keep the enemy from invading the 
ind.ustrial region of .. ;.achon; tho city to 
bo defended till it l~y in ruins. 

In addition tho Fflhr·3r forbade th0 evacuation 
of the Metz bridgehead for the reason that this would l ead 
quickly to the loss of the entire Moselle line. North of Metz 
some ground might be yielded under :pressure but vvith due regard 
to the im.1Jortanco of gaining ti.mo for the i.m.:i? rovo.ment of the 
rearward lines of defonco. (]))r Weston, 210-211) 

11-13 Oct 

83. In the vo.rious active s ectors of ),.rmy Group B 
Allied prossuro was continuing ; at tho front of ~rmy Group G 
comparative quiet prevailed. O.B. West noted in tho war diary 
that :1..rmy Group B had no 011orational reserves of any kind and 
thus would be unable to interv ene at tho foc al points of the 
expected attacks. It vms tho ref oro important to free for this 
purpose at least a part of tho armoured formations committed 
at tho front of Army Group G. Tho first formation to be 
shifted from the southern to the northern _~:.rmy Group would 
be 15 Pz Gren Div. Moreov er, :~my Group G would havo to 
prepare itself for tho transfer olsewhoro of tho headquartors 
staffs of Fifth Panzor -~:..rmy a nd 47 J?z Cor·os. {W.D. O.B. Wost, 
11-13 Oct 44) -

84. · From lato October to 16 December 19lr4 the war 
diary of O.B. Wost carried so.Iilo rather cryptic renarks. This 
was duo to the strict security regulations surrounding 
everything connected with tho forthc ming offensive . Unavoid
able entries were sometimes couched in such vague language that 
only after the beginning of tho J..rdennes offensive it was 
possible to discern their _true meaning. During tho period in 
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question tho prosnoctive O!)Oration was being r oferrod to as 
11Abwehrschlacht 11 tDefonsivo Battle) • .:,_ f ew hours before tho 
beginning of the offensive , however, a SJ!o cial entry in tho 
war diary placed earlier statomonts into the ir tru.o pors po ctivo . 
With regard to a certa in ordor issued in t ho early part of 
October, Schramm. noted : 

,Special circumstancos existod in tho 
case of an order issued by Chief OK:.'V on 12 Oct~ 
for it s orvod to explain and CQmouf l ago tho 
i m.mino.rit assenbly of troo~1s for our own offonsivo 
from tho Eifol aron , for which o-.1oration tho 
basic outlines had bocono f irr1 by that tine . 
Tho [various] com.Band headquarters in tho 'Nest 
were told by Chiof OK.V tha t tho O}?ponents he.d 
me ntally prepared their po oylo s for an early 
victory, and that it was not ye t possibl0 to 
shatter t ho one.my vs expectations by ri1oans of an 
offensiv e . It was t herefore all tho moro 
important to ~osition tho [strategical] r0s orves 
in a manner that would ensure full success for 
the i m.-oonding def ens i vo battle , In tho .no ant i nc 
da y to day casual tics at the front would be maa_e 
up by moans of stop gap measures. (Dor ~:fo sten, 211) 

8.5. ..'~ccording to Schramm. , in the su.:10 ora_o r tho 
pros pective activity in tho r oar ar0as was explained. to tho 
various command authorities in tho son~e that tho Filllror ha d 
de cided to ass emble t he operational r eserv es about to arrive 
('3ixth Panzer Army, V.G. Divs, Arty and Mortar Bdos , G.H.Q,. 
troops) as an OKlN reserve behind tho northern part of tho 
western front . 

(1) 

( 2 ) 

( 4 ) 

Tho bulk of tho f orcos would bo assoHblod 
loft of tho Rhino behind tho southern wing 
of First Parachut e .:\.rl!ly o.nd tho northern 
wing of Sevent h _J'.my . 

Ono Panzer Corps and t wo t o throe .w.ob ilo 
f or"TI.ntions would bo withdrawn from. .":rr"-Y Group 
G by 31 Oct a nd placed as an OX:H reserve in 
thG area Trabon-Trarba ch-Trier-St. "'do ndol
Kais erslaut orn. Two V.G. Divs would also 
bG despatched to that area. 

Uncorna.ittod for.t:J.ations wore to ro11min OI0·7 

r es erves and not to b e employed except in 
grave emer gency for a count orthrust and 
then a s a compact forc e . 

Suunlios of amLlunitions, fuel, sign2l and 
eng'inEJor matorials wero to be accu.Bulat od 
in certain particularly endanger ed s ectors 
and consider ed as OI\W r esorvos. 
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86. On thnt sa.:no 12 Oct RundstGdt nBdo o. r oq.u ost 
fo:r a third ~ ...rnv Group Hoadouartors for tho •:._rost ;:to free 
_'.;.rmy Group B [HQ] for-tho focal area:• (for translation of · 
relevant war dia ry entry soc Historical Se ction (G-S) Report 
No . 69 ~ para 1 42 ) . The ordo:.:' for tho transf er of 1.5 Pz C-rGn 
Div to ..:\rm.y Group B (:;1ara 83 above) was issuod on 13 Oct. 
On l o and 1 4 Oct the hoadqua:rtors of O.B. West wero transfor:rod 
to ZiegenbGrg (apj)X 8 lG'. U Bad Nauholi1, in tho ge neral area 
of Frankfurt a/_I) ( ~ "T . D. 0 , B. VJ'e st 1 11-13 Oct) . Tho 0 , B. 
TVest portion of tho OKH Schorilatic Order of Bettle of tho 
Gorman _'),_r mios as on 13 Oct 44 , ap~9o ars as _\)pondix ;;E:; to 
tho i)resent Re'?ort , (C .R. S. - OKH, Periodic Scho.uiat ic Ordors 
of Battle of tho Ger.nan .. \ r ay ) (Photostat of com]?leto document: 
981 . 04.5 (Dl) ) 

14-16 Oct 

87. On 14 Oct O.B. Yest issue d orders for tho 
i ;r. ·~::: d.iato trans for of hoadouarters Fifth Panzer _ _':_r;;1y vd th its 
-"iI'l!l.Y tr oo:p::, fron .:irny Group· G to the aroa oast of _:\achon. On 
1.5 Oct ther e was consia_ornl.J lo fighting at tho Bovoland isthmus 
and nea r .i.'i.achon . O.B. ·~:i\To st indirectly foretold coming events 
by noting that the doplotod division in tho Breskons pocket 
would bo unable to hold tho bridgehead without outside help. 
while o.t ::..a chon tho situation was beyond r o~:io dy unloss !:.lliod 
air activity we..s curbed, seasoned format ions novod in ana_ 
sufficient tl.Illi':l.unitions and roplaceraents brought up (~'!.D. O.B.-
1'fost, 14 Oct) , all of which could not bo done at tho non!ont . -
OXJN in tho .m.oantim.o wecs quietly pursuing its own designs and 
announced tho forthcoming despatch of 18 VG Div to ..:'..ray 
G:roup B, where it vvas to r oliove 2 SS I'z Div for rest and 
::-ef itt :ing unde r Sixth Panzer .. ...rmy . The day was charactorizod 
"uy very heavy fighting at tho two I.Jain focal points: J'J.outh 
of the .Sche ldt and _'..achon. Tho land connGction with ."/alchoron 
'.n s now considered lost, a t _'.'..achen the Gorn an corridor to tho 
city had boGn narrowed to a width of. 300 notros, which meant 
J.: :iat a fu:rther reinforcing of th o garrison was no longe r 
possible . !...rmy Group G reported growing pressure in tho 
Dlodenhof on- Mo tz so ct or and at tho centre of 1'Tinetoonth _'....rmy. 
(Ibid) 

17-·18 Oct 

88. Tho bat tle of !,_achen was drawing to a close . 
GGrman at t orJ.pts to regain access to the city failed. Stroot 
fi ghting was in yrogro ss in the southern quarters of tho city. 
Tho Gor2 :i.n garrison r o}!orted that its strength has boon 
r e duced to 1200 man . O. B. 1V'ost replied by drawing attention 
to the Flihror's order to dofond tho city to tho last man . 
Tho Broskens Pocket was under prossuro fron cast and south. 
Tho flooding of rfalchor on for cod tho Gornuns on tho island to 
r egroup. Tho appearance of additional strong - ·~lliod fornations 
in. tho Nijm.ogon aroo. and a t the Maas bridgohoad was taken to 
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indicate the enemy's intention of eliminating the Maas 
bridgehead and delivering a thrust from Nijino gon towards tho 
Southeast. (':v- .n. 0.B. Wost, 17-18 Oct) 

19 Oct 

89. In tho absonco of any unoxpo ctod dovolop.ments 
at the front, 0.B. ~fost tackled OI~\r on tho question of ro
inf orcoments. .!:..t that time ho was not fully aware of the 
plans for tho !::.rdonnos offensive and may well have boon 
anxious to learn more :)rocisoly what OK1.'f intended to do with 
tho forces it was hoarding while ho was pleading for troops. 
During the early part of tho day ho had already inf ormod OK\V 
about tho urgent needs of Nineteenth .:.:.rmy; lotor in the day 
he despatched a now over-all ost imato in which ho nado tho · 
following points: 

For a front of about 1000 kn ho had 41 
infantry divisions and ton mobile divisions 
with a total combat value of 27 full infantry 
divisions and 6t panzer divisions. 

Thoy woro facing enen1y formations amounting 
to 42 infantry divisions, 18 panzer divisions 
and 11 panzer brigades, all be ing constantly 
roinforcod to full strength. 

Casualties in tho Vost from 1 Sop to 
15 Oct had boon appx 1)0,000 men. Transfers 
to other fronts and to tho rear aroa for 
rejuvenation had absorbed another 86,ooo 
mon. During the s8.!!le period ho had r ocGivod 
1)2,000 mon, so that on balance his strength 
had boon reduced by 84,000 men. Tho forces 
on hand would not suff ico to hold tho front 
for long. 1.'Jhat ho needed was an additional ton 
infantry and four panzor divisions. More over, 
the formations of Sixth Panzer ·1:.1.rm.y ought to bo 
moved up in good time and not wait for tho 
critical moment when demolished bridges and 
railway installations would prevent their 
timely arrival.* 

(Ibid, 19 Oct) 

20-23 Oct 

90. Fighting continued at tho previously reported 
pressure points. Allied attacks a gainst tho southern front 
of Fifteenth .!,_rmy and air attacks on tho bridges in tho r oar 
area of that lttmy woro taken to indicate that the opponent 
was endeavouring to clc or the r eur areas for a projected 
eastward thrust. Moderating moro far-r eaching demands from · 
.t .. Gp B, and granting limited oxomptions in s pecial cases, 

*rt is possible that this demand prompt ed Hitler to break 
his silence regarding tho planned offonsivo. In any case, the 
rocords show that tho Chiefs of Staff O.B. Wost and L Gp B 
dopartod for Hitler's headquart ers on 21 Oct and wore - informed 
of tho ponding plans on 24 Oct (paras 91 and 93 below). 
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O.B. Wost ~ave orders for tho troons in tho roar aroa to 
deliver 75~ of their pistols and Gorman machine guns, as well 
as 501o of their rifles to the troops in tho fi ghting zono. 
(Ibid, 20 Oct ) 

91. .:~t 1130 hrs 21 Oct tho wirel ess sta tion of 
the .'l_achen garrison ro:nortod for tho last tine and signed off. 
Honcof orth the most important L~mediato tasks would be tho 
endeavours to retain control of tho :Scholdt Estuary and to 
keep tho enemy from gaining p.ossossion of what would be tho 
roar areas for a thrust from tho ~achon aroo.. General 
Westphal (c. of s. O.B. ,'rest) loft for o. conf er ence o.t tho 
Fflhrerts Headquarters. (Ibid, 21 Oct) 

92. On tho noxt day the coIIlI':landor of :.J:riiy Group B 
issued a report in which he stressed once more the groat need 
of strungthoning Fiftoonth ".'...rmy and montionod tho complet e 
failure of tho astomacha troops who had boon I!lado available 
as roinforcomonts. Tho report wns to bo r olayoa_ to C. of S. 
O .. B. ·wost :1who is still at thG BFtf.hror's Hoo.dq_uartorsn. In 
tho moantinlG Fifth Panzer l.:rmy had assUBod command· of 12 SS 
Corps and 81 Cor;_:is (both forward of tho DUssoldorf-Cologno 
line) • Tho transfer of HQ, 47 Pz Corps to ;_-:,_ Gp B was in 
progress. Except for tho area of Fiftoonth _'J>my, tho wostorn 
front .was quiot. (Ibid1 20-23 Oct) 

24 Oct 

93. Fighting on 24 Oct followed the currant 
pattern of prossuro on Fifteenth ,\ rmy and onga gomonts of 
merely local nature at tho balance of the front. Tho return 
of General Westphal from tho Ftlhror's Headquarters was 
recorded without any roferonco to the subjects discussed 
(Ibid, 24 Oct) . It is generally known, however, that 1:-!estphal 
a'!id"'K:i-obs wore rocoivod by Hitler on this day and givon a 
certain amount of information on tho forthcoming offonsivo 
in tho \'fost. Westphal rolatos how in Septonbor and October 
tho main question had over boon tho ti.me of arrival of tho 
strong reinforceme nts promis e d by Hitler. 

Des:pito all urgings and pr·omptings OIG\T 
wra , ned itself in a de ep silence, and it was 
not until October 24 that tho vGil of secrecy 
was lifted. On this day I was ordGrod to 
r e port to Hitler's Headquart ers in East ]?russin, 
together with t ho Chief of the GonGral Staff 
of :...rmy Group B, General KrGbs. Thero we wore 
told varbally that about twGnty infantry and 
t on panzer divisions, oach with t on artillery 
corps and .mortar brigades, would roach tho 1Vost 
by the end of November or tho beginning of 
Docombor, together with numerous othor army 
formations ••• but these forc es wore intondod 
solely for offensive action. (General 
Siegfried Westphal, Tho German .:.w:my in t ho 
Wost, Cassell und Company Ltd, London, 
1951, :P• 178) 



- 47 -

94. With Fiftoonth .:"...rmy in urgent need of supi)ort 
and no other practical solution in sightJ it was docidod to 
shift a battle group of 10 SS Pz Div fron·2 SS Pz Corps to 
the l eft wing of Fiftoonth /.:rmy. This was an acceptable 
risk because the opponent was known to have r omovod valuable 
divisions from tho Nijmogon-1:..rnhom area for tho attuck 
a gainst Fifteenth .. \ r rfl.y. .':..n.othor plan to bring soma r elief 
to Fifteenth ,\i-my was suggested by A Gp B in the form of a 
thrust by 47 Pz Cor:i?S from tho area of 86 Corps . 0 ~ B. 1:'!est 
approved in principle . (· :.r .D . O.B. '.Yo st, 24 Oct) 

9.5. During tho day OKiV announced tho forthcoming 
transfer to O.B . ~Vost of 4 and 1.5 Mort Edes and one artillery 
Corps 0 . B. West directed.that ono of tho brigades and tho 
arty corps bo placed in tho r oar area of First Parachute 
~rny for-ready inturvontion in tho ovont of a najor ·attack 
a gainst tho ~~nhom-.::..a chon s e ctor , Tho r onaining mortar 
brigade was to join Fifth Panzer ~\rmy. (Ibid) 

96. .!'i..llied rogroupings at . tho front of First .. '...rI'.ly 
soomod to herald a forthcoming major attack . In view of 
tho devastating effects of tho first assault on tho troops 
in tho main lino of rosistanco it would bo in~ortant to f orn 
reserves. Tho arrival of 361 VG Div had frood 11 ~z Div for 
this purpose , but n oro strength was needed. ::..rmy Group G 
was asked to oxamino whether 21 Pz Div could be withdrawn from 
tho right wing of Ninotoonth ~my, whoro tho onomy was not 
very strong in numbers. (Ibid) 

97. ~\s of 1200 hrs 25 Oct tho hoadq,ua.rtors staff 
Naval Group Wost (Marino Gruppon Kommando '.1ost) would carry 
tho dos ignation Naval Command Wost (Marine Oborkommando ~.Yost: 
M. O .K. ·Wost) • At tho samo t imo tho Channel Islan.ds ·and tho 
isolated fortresses would fall under its comm.and oxco ··)t for 
operations on land, for which 0 .B. "\Test would r emain directly 
responsible. (Ibid) 

23-26 Oct 

98. OKlV told O.B . Wost that a strengthening of tho 
German airforce was not nossible at tho moment. In tho event 
of a large scale onomy attack, however, strong fight er 
formations would be made available . O.B . West not od glumly 
that the exte nt of this sunDort would de cide tho outcome of 
tho O'lorations in tho Wost ~~ · - Fiftee nth .tt rmy romainod tho main 
target of /' ... llied pressure . Ground was lost at '\Toensdrocht , 
south of Rosendaal and at 's-Hortogonbosch. In view of tho 
urgent necessity of easing pr e ssuro on tho Fiftounth .,.\r my, 
O. B. \Vest gave tho signal for executing 4 7 Pz Corps' relief 
attack from the Vonlo bridgehead towards tho ·.vost. _...rmy 
Group B had intended to carry out tho attack with 9 ..1. z Div 
alone , but 0 . B. Vlost diroctod that the bulk of 1.5 P z Gron Div 
be moved to the wost sido of tho Maas for quicl.c exploitation 
in cas e of success. (~, 25 Oct) 
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99. O.B. Wost was informed that for the 
"Abwehrschlacht" (para 84 a.bovo) thirteen VG Divs would bo 
sent to the Wost in November, while two Para divs would bo 
placod at his disposal. Rundstodt renewed his re quest for a 
third Army Group Hoadq_uartors, or o.t loast a S:·:)Qcial Staff 
to direct tho operations of Fifteenth ... \rm.y, First Parachute 
l',:rmy and the Ar.med Forces Commander Netherlands. For commander 
he suggested Col Gen Blaskowitz. (Ibid, 26 Oct) 

27-28 Oct 

100. Events of interests were mainly cont incd to 
the area of Fiftoonth :lXIDY. (Tho principal developments havo 
boon related in Historical Section (GS) Report No. 69. paras 
169-176.) Seeing that tho Fifteenth Army was yielding 
further ground, the Ffihror dom.andod that the necessary 
withdrawals of tho .t:.rm.y bo carried out at tho slowest tom.po 
possible. O.B. West pointed out that tho land front of 
Fifteenth : i.rmy was defended by troops with a total combat · 
value of 21 full divisions, facing enemy forcos of six infantry 
divisions, throe armoured divisions and five armoured brigades• 
Failure to withdraw would mean the extinction of forces that 
were indisnensablo for tho re-establishment of a new front 
north of the Waal . Further east tho attack of 47 rz Cor·)s had 
bogged down without having attracted large forces from tho 
front of Fifteenth Arrey. · (Ibid, 27-28 Oct 44) 

29 Oct 

101. On this day all attention was focussed on tho 
plight of Fifteenth -~my (H.s. Report Ho. 69, paras 177-184}. 
Thero had been deop :penetrations at Breda and Molonstraat, 
and at mid-morning c. of s. O.B. Wost asked Jodl over tho 
telephone to obtain tho FUhror's consent for a withdrawal 
of Fifteenth ~'U:my across tho Waal. Hitler indicated that tho 
Army should remain south of tho Waal, but finally gave 
permission to fall back on largo bridgeheads in the event 
that enemy pressure loft no other choice. Later in the day 
A:rmy Group B reported furthor deterioration in tho situation, 
and O.B. Wost in his turn notified OIDN of tho development and 
asked for now orders. (~, 29 Oct) 

102• A copy of the resulting directive to O.B. Wost 
has been preserved in a f ilc of tho German Naval Operations 
Staff (Skl) • ( 0 .N .I., Tambach Collection, :Microfilm Roel 
No. T ;B,' Gorman Naval Operations Staff {Skl). Filo "North 
Sea - Norway", OKW/~:tFSt/Ops No. 773955/44, '"Top Secret, of 
29 Oct 44) (981HCN(Dl6)). A reproduction and translation of 
document appears as Appendix 11F 11 to tho ]_)resent report. 
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On clos er insp0ction, howovor 1 t ho direct i ve turned out to 
contain a good deal . of empty bombast. The troops wor e to 
fight to tho last, largo non-existing r ui nf orco;i1onts wo r e 
promised, somGtin~ soon tho Fifteenth Army would r ocoivo 
s eventeen piece s of artill er y . 

103. Earlier i n tho dc.y Field Marshal Rundst odt 
had paid r onowed attention to a J roblon that f ill od his mind 
with uneasiness. As oarly as 19 Oct ho had advocat e d that 
Sixth Panzer Arrn.y bo moved closGr to tho front (yar a 89 above ). 
Now ho pointed once aga in t o tho onony's obvious ) r eparntions 
for atta ck and to tho difficulties of moving up r os er vos at 
tho critica l t i mo . Ho added that subordination of the A.:rmy 
under 0 . B. Vv0st was nocossary to aff ord h im an insight into 
tho condition of tho .:\.rmy and soma i nfluonco on it~ 
r econstruction.* (W.D. O. B. Wo st, 29 Oct) 

30 Oct 

104. Tho authorized withdrawals of Fift0onth .:';.rf:ly 
wer o carriod out a nd a now lino established with soI:J.e 
difficulty. Continued onomy pr essure was ox· 1ectod as a 
certainty. Tho attack of 47 Pz Corps had come to an and, and 
15 Pz Gron Div was r eturning to its rolo of o~erational 

r osorvo. Since tho opponent for one r eason or anothor had 
actually withdrawn one infantry division a nd one armoured 
brigade from tho front of Fifteenth _-\rmy, tho attack was judged 
to have obtained some slight success. In tho Vonlo area in 
the meantime tho proj ecte d now conID1and arrangements had oomo 
into for co, and Fifth ::?anzor k\.rmy was i n co.rm.na nd of 47 Pz 
Corps, 86 Corps and Cor j?S Feldt. (Ibid, 30 Oct) 

31 Oct 

105. In tho area of ~rmy Group B all signs wore 
pointing to an early atta ck on -rra1chor on. In tho area of 
Army Group G tho usual attacks in tho direction of t ho Vos gos 
passes wor e continuing . In addition to this tho onomy had 
now launched an attack: south of . tho Rhino-Mar no Canal. ~'..1.1 

available units of 21 Pz Di v wer e be ing moved to that area 
(Ibid, 31 Oct). Tho month of October had boen unev entful, 
but on both sides of t ho f once plans had boon made to broak 
tho sta l emat e by a mi 3ht y effort. 

*WhGn this r oauest s eemod dGstino d to r oma in unanswer ed, 
O.B. West ronowod ~his r opr os entations on 3 Nov. Finally, on 
6 Nov he was notified that Sixth Panzer !1.rmy would bo transfor
rod to his command aroa botwoon 7 and 25 Nov, but would r emain 
an OIDN r os orvo . (C .R .. S . - 75144/28, w.D. O.B. Wost, Nov 44, 
3 and 6 Nov) (9$1C\.V(D61 ) ) 



- .50 -

1-7 Nov 

106. Tho first wook of Novombor was tho end of a 
phase. The two-months struggle for control of tho Scholdt 
Estuary camo to an end, Walchoron was lost Fifteenth .t'u'my 
was taking up positions north of tho Maas and Vlfaal, tho Allied 
f orcos at tho front of Fift oonth ilrmy woro being thinned out 
for the benefit of tho Armies facing oast. 

107. First Parachute and Fifth Panzer J..rmios facinc, 
wost at tho Maas might have to noot tho noxt major onslaught 
of the Allies. If the onuonont at tho Waal -Maas front showed 
no signs of intending to- push on towards tho North, considorablo 
forces would bocomo froo for transfer to tho Maas-wost front. 
To havo at least somo sort of operational r osorvo, 0.B. Wost 
gave orders for 47 Pz Corps (with 9 Pz Div and 15 Pz Gron Div 
under command) to assemble botwoon Rhino and Maas in a manner 
permitting intorvontion at tho wostorn front of First Parachute 
.:\rmy as well as in tho Aa chen aroa. Tho headquarters staff 
of 58 Pz Cor~s was on rout e from First }..rmy to the Fifth Panzer 
1-trmy . There was incipient pressure against tho Venlo bridgehead 
and north of .Aachen , In tho aroa of .l);:rmy Group G onomy sorties 
against tho front NE Diodonhofen wore tak:on as fororunners of· 
an impending attack on First Army. Good progr ess in construe- · 
tion work allowed Ninotoonth Army to plan for a withdrawal to 
tho Western Vosgos position by mid-month. (c. n.s. - 75144/28, 
V'L D. O.B. Wost, Nov 44 , 1-7 Nov) (981C'!V (D61)) 

108. On orders from O.B. Wost, Ar n y Group H would 
assume command on tho Maas-Waal front on 10 Nov, thus making 
it possible for Army Group B to dovbt o itself fully to "its 
real taslrn in tho Milnchen-Gladbach - Trior area". For the 
purpose of forming an .A:rmy Group H hoadquartors, tho head
quart ers-staff 11 ~1\:rm.oogruppe Kloffol 11 , including signal r egiment 
and supply troops, would bo movod-in from tho East. Considorod 
as a special danger was tho prosonco of 600,000 ablo bodied 
Dutchman in tho area of ltr riiy Group H. On orders from OKW 
thoy would be r emoved to Germany. On 3 Nov Rundstodt ropoatod 
his request to have Sixth Panzer ~:\.rm.y moved f ol."W'ard and placed 
under his command. . On tho same day ho noted in tho war diary 
that tho onomy was bound to notice tho movomont of troops to 
tho western front. To koop him guossing on tho details at 
least, ho imposed radio silence on all formations and units 
not actually at tho front. (Ibid) 

109. With Antwerp in his l)Oss oss ion tho onomy would 
soon dolivor a massive thrust towards tho Rhino. Tho timely 
assembly of operational r esorvos behind tho :;roS J?G ctivo focal 
points was now a mat t or of urgency. On 6 Nov OKV'f finally 
gave ordors for tho transfer of Sixth Panzor Ar:m:y to tho aroa 
of O.B. Wost. Tho .movement was to beg in on 7 Nov and completed 
by 2.5 Nov. Under command of 1b:m.y Group B tho Sixth Panzer 
~'D:my was to bo hold in locations permitting int ervention in 
several directions . With regard to commitment, howovor, tho 
Army retained the character of nn OK\V Rosorvo. (Ibid, 6 Nov) 



· .. 

- .51 -

110. On 7 Nov O.B. Wost issuod his first directive 
to Army Group H. Fighting at the Scholdt and south of tho 
Moas was at an end, what mattor od now was to koop tho ononiy 
from advancing past tho rivor barrier, On tho right ho r.mst bo 
denied access to Rotterdam and A.mstordam. On tho l oft, contact 
with Army Group B must bo ma intained in any ovont , tho aroa 
between Maas and Waal dofondod, the r Gmaining Maas bridgehead 
hold as long as possible. The forces availablo for tho task 
wore extremely scanty. They woro not largo enough to permit 
a dof enco of the islands of Schouwon and Gooroo however 
desirable that might bo in itsolf (s .a . para 111 below). 
(Ibid, 7 Nov) 

Soheldt Estuary under JU.lied Control (after 7 Nov} 

8-15 Nov 

111. That Rundstodt was a commandor-in-Chiof in 
name only was brought homo to him once more on 8 Oct, when 
Hitler forced him to countermand his directive for dosisting 
from a dofonco of Schouwon and Gooroo. Tho Ftlhror domandod 
tho immediate strongthoning of tho garrison of Voorno, Schou.won 
and Gooroe to ono fully combat-worthy r e inforced battalion with 
corresponding flak and arty clements for oa ch island (Toid, 
8 Nov). On tho same day Hitler turned down Rundstodtt_s __ _ 
request for omorgoncy powers to comnit tho OI\JN rosorv os without 
prior consultation in tho ovont of sudden critical dovolopmo nts. 
Except in tho case of major landings fro.r:;1 tho air, ho was not 
to commit oven a single ono of those units without tho prior 
concurrence of OKW (Dor Weston, 244 ). Novo rtholoss, from 
Rundstodt's point of viow tho day was not a total loss, for he 
was finally frood from any further direct intorforonco by 
high command authorities other than OICV, and his .\rmy Groups 
wore instructed henceforth ne ither to communicate directly 
with any command authoritios above 0. B. 1:\Tost, nor to accept 
any orders not roaching them through O. B. 1.1lost. (rt . D. 0. B. 
Wost, 8 Nov) 

112. On tho noxt day Jodl advised 0 .B. Wo st of tho 
FUhror's ordor that abovo all tho forces oarmarkod for tho 
attack wore not to bo touched. Losses of ground would have 
to bo accepted if it could not be helped, but this was not 
to become known below ) . .rm.y lGv els. To bo hold at all costs 
wore: 

tho Mc.as nosition astride Vonlo; tho air 
defence area on both sides of Duoron; tho 
Moselle position astride Diodenhof on ; tho 
fortress Motz, with contact with tho Ni oth 
position, which was tobo sought also if Mot z 
should bo surrounded; and, t ho Ni oth pos ition 
as far as tho border. (Dor Westen, 245) 
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113. In addition to tho injunction aga inst com
mitting OKiN r eserves, various othor moasuros takon a t thnt 
timo wore related to tho coming offensive in tho ~'\.rdonne s. 

At Rundstodt's headquarters tho projoctod attack was still 
being referred to as tho "Abwohrschlacht 11 ; at tho highest 
quarters, however, it was known·-as operation 11Wacht am Rhoin 11 

(O.C.M.H., F.S.B., O~T Ausarbeitunf Schrarmn, Dio v!ostorn 
Front, .16 Doc 44 - 28 Fob 4.5, p. 1 (981SOM{D93)) ;---r,Jodl Diary 
Notos, .2.n..211> p. 41). Ono of the most iraportant changes in 
command arrangements made at this ti.mo was tho transf or of 
tho Fifteenth .Arm:y Staff to _£\.rm.y Group B: 

In connection with the further pre parations 
for tho Abwohrschlacht, beginning at 2400 hrs 
14 Nov, tho Fiftoonth Army Staff will bo with
drawn from its prosent assignment and transferrod 
to .Army Group B. Its formor aroa will be taken 
ovor by tho 1\.rmod Forces Cow.mandor Nothorlands 
who, for reasons of deception, will carry on 
under tho donignation Fiftoonth ! -:rmy. In its 
now area the Fifteenth !.,:r~_y Staff will oporato 
under the cover name 11 Gru:'lpo von M:antouffol :; , 
whereas the Fifth Panzer ~rmy Staff (tho continued 
:nrcsenco of which at tho right wing of .:~y Group 
B will bo simulatod by tho Fifteenth ~rmy Staff) 
will be known as Foldj!gor Kommando z.b.V. To 
veil tho now rolo of tho Armed Forces Com.n1andor 
Nothorlands, a small staff will re.main at his 
old head~uartors and carry on cu:rront business 

.under tho old designation. (W.D. O.B. West, 13 Nov) 

114. To mo ot tho nood for command staffs- for the 
additional divisions soon to arrive in the; ~7ost, 0.B. 1.Vost 
gavo orders for 85 Corps Staf:t'~to be transforrod from 
Nineteenth Army to .Army Grcup B, and. for tho rohabilitation of 
tho 30 and 53 Corps Staffs, .111ch had boon wracked in tho East 
(Ibid, 8 Nov, 10 Nov). 3 and 6 Para Divs, though not yot in 
tho area of Army Group B, wore placed under its command with 
regard to preparation and training for tho ~u-donnos offensive 
{Ibid, 9 Nov). 0.B. \'lost ropeatod a pr eviously issued order 
for tho imm.odiatc and oomplote dolivory of all captured American 
outfits and equipment. (Ibid, 10 Nov) 

115. In tho meantime, on 10 Nov, Headquarters .A:rmy 
Group H had assumed oom.~and over Fifteenth Ar .my, First 
Parachute Army and the Armed Forcos Commander Netherlands, 
while Army Group B was keeping a wary eye on tho A.lliod build
up at tho Maas-cast front. Tho fact that dead Canadian 
soldiers had beon soen at tho front of First Parachute f.:rmy 
was taken to confirm tho suspoctod arrival of Canadian form
ations in the general area of Nijmogon. 0 .B. Ylcst, concluding 
from this that 50 Brit Div and probably also 43 Brit Inf Div 
would bo shifted furthor southward, instructed ~'\rmy Group H 
to react to those moasuros by further thinning out Fift0onth 
~".:rmy for tho bencf it of the areas now likely to become focal 
points. {Ibid, 11 Nov) -
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116. On 11 Nov O.B. Westfs IntelligGnce Section 
had reyorted as follows: 

Conf irnation of the transfer of Canadian 
units to the area on both sides of Nijmegen begins 
to shed light on the whereabouts of tho First 
Canadian A:rmy formations that have become free. 
The presence of elGments 2 Cdn Corps S Nijmegen, 
of elenents 2 or 3 Cdn Inf Div at Groesbeck, and 
of 2 Cdn A:rmy Tk Bde [sic ] at Dreur.iel, confirIJ.S 
the expected transf ors from the .Antwerp area to 
the East. It can be assumed that First Canadian 
Army has taken over the entire Maas -Waal front, 
and that the forces of Second British Army hitherto 
in that sector are being relieved. Consequently 
two British infantry divisions and two U.S. air
borne divisions will be free for ooI!lI:1itment 
elsewhere, presumably at the eastern Maas front. 
Regroupments in thG area of Second British A:rrny 
are apparently still in progress, but the 
preparations for the attack on the Maas bridgehead 
seem to have been comDleted. 

(C.R.S.· - 75809, O.B. West, Int Reps 
26 Sep ,.... 31 Dec 44, Int No • . 7428/44, 
11 Nov 44) (981 CW(D34)). 

ii7. Two days later it was r oDortod that thoro was 
now a clearly recognizable Gnomy concentration at tho front 
of First Parachut0 P.:rmy. It was thought to consist of at 
least five infantry divisions, four armoured divisions and 
four armoured brigades. Adjoining in tho North was tho 
Canadian ~'\rmy with at least four infantry (resp airb) and at 
l east one armoured division, whoroas at tho front of Fifteenth 
... '\rmy thoro woro now only throe infantry and two armoured 
divisions. Concluding that an aouto danger to tho Netherlands 
area did no longer exist , O.B. Wost supplomontod his in ... 
structions of 11 Nov with orders for tho immediate and 
thoroughgoing weakening of tho f orcos of Fifteenth ...'\:rmy for 
tho bonofit of First Parachute li.rmy. This ho considered all 
tho more urgent as tho GXpoctod attacks a gainst tho Parachute 
A.rmy might bo accompaniod by a now largo-scale attack in tho 
Aachon area. ( ~\T .D. O.B. -vest, 13 Nov) 

118. With regard to this oxpoctod attack at tho 
Vonlo bridgohoo.d and north of .~.nchon tho FUhrur inf or.mod o.11 
command hoadquartors concornod of tho ~-;'loasuros ho considorod 
most important in this connection: 

1. Spare own troops but inflict heavy 
casualties on enemy, 

2. deploy artillery in depth, 
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3. pro~are for extensive demolitions, lay 
mine fiolds and construct tank traps, 

4 . select locations for headquarters in such 
a manner that comm.and annaratus will not 
_bo :Paralyzed by ar.m.ouroa.·· broak-throughs, 

5. reconnoitre by force to obtain clear 
enemy picture , 

6. mako certain that no MB.as bridges will 
be captured intact, 

7. strongthon Wost Wall right up to last 
sector [obscure; proswn.ably moans north 
end] , 

8. thin out Fifteonth A:rm.y to gain rosorves 
(for this puruoso 10 SS Pz Div and 363 VGD 
to bo withdrawn from front). 

{Dor Weston, 246) 

119. While .A.rmy GrouJ? B was thus brae ing its elf 
for tho oxpoctod onslaught, ~\:rmy Group G was under severe 
pressure at Metz and on both sides of it . Tho lfotz salient 
from south of Trier to cast of L~novillo was defended by 
First Army with 82 Cor:·)S in tho northern part, 13 SS Cor:1s . 
in tho centre and 89 Corps in the southern part. Early on 
8 Nov Oimr told 0 . B. Wost ovor the tolenhone that tho Fiihror 
wanted Metz to bo made a fortress for ail-round defence. Tho 
garrison was to bo strongthonod to a point whore it could 
hold out for a long time if it should bocono isolated. 
Following intensive r.'U. lied artillery fire on tho entire First 
A:rmy front, .13 SS Cori)s SE of Motz ca.me under heavy attack. 
On the next day pressure against 13 SS Corps continued while 
a com~anion attack was launched NE Motz. According to several 
critical entries in tho War Diary of 0. B. Wost, .. FJ.,:rmy Group G 
apparently was making light of the initial losses of ground. 
O.B. Wost noted that without any doubt the enemy was about 
to encircle Metz and would succeed in doing so unless ho was 
thrown back without delay. By tho ovoning of 10 Nov it was 
clear that tho one.my oould no longer be dislodged and, indeed, 
was gaining further ground. In ono of the rare instances of 
critical comm.ants about subordinate hoadquartors, Rundstedt 
rocordod the opinion that tho local command authorities had 
failed to deal with tho .Il.1.itial attacks in a manner in ke eping 
with their it!lportanoo. (W.D. O.B. Wost, 8-10 Nov) 

120. On 11 Nov it was r ecognized that tho onony 
pincers movement would succood unloss tho bridgohoad north 
of Metz was eliminated. O.B. Wost gav o orders to move-in 
additional units, mainly artillery, but by 12 Nov tho strength 
of tho one.my artillery had be come so groat that a successful 
outcome of a counter-attack north of Motz was out of question. 
At tho same time further south, in tho sector of 13 SS Corps, 
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tho situation was also deteriorating, a counter-attack by 
11 Pz Div had failed, und 21 Pz Div was still too woakonod 
from recent ongagomonts to bo suitable for a s erious counter
attack . O.B. Wost, thor oforo , gavo orders to assuno a 
defensive posture , yield no more ground, and ma i nt a in t ho linG 
of communications with Motz . For such a pur i-)oso 36 VGD and 
21 Pz Div could bo usod in support of tho- units in tho aroa 
(Ibid, 12 Nov). On tho noxt day 0 .B. Wost informod OID.V' of 
his plans for tho defence of Metz. Not counting air force 
flak, tho garrison would havo a stron9th of 11,500 men, and 
ammunition for at least four weeks llbid, 13 Nov). l!Vhen 
the situation showed further det erioration latu on 14 Nov, 
O.B. Wost conferred with tho commander of Ar.my Group G and 
afterwards roport ud to OKl\T that an early oncirclomont of 
Metz was to bo oxpoctod as well as a continuation of tho onomy 
attacks from tho Diodonhofon bridgohoud. Fighting strengths 
at 'irst Army wore very small, 11 Pz Div had only 800 mo n 
forward of tho r ogimonto.l headquarters. O. B. 1.:Vost had no 
troops to improve this situation, a further woakoning of 
Ninotoonth ~'i:rmy was not practicable bocauso it would shortly 
come under attack its elf. In conso auonco 0. B. \'V'ost was 
unable to withdraw 25 Pz Gron Div, l7 SS Pz Gron Div and 
21 Pz Div as r equired for tho pr eparations for tho 
Abwohrschlacht. Neither could 36 VG-D and 401 Volks ,.U-ty 
Corps be roturncd to Army Group Bat t ho moment. (Ibid, 14 Nov) 

121. At tho front of :1.rmy Group H a co rt a in 
increase in fighting activity at tho Vonlo bridgehead was 
taken as a possible forerunner of .lilied major action. O. B. 
Wost therefore gavo orders for the alerting · of 47 Pz Cor ::_)s 
for quick intervention in the Vonlo and/or Erkolonz areas. 
At tho front of Army Grou~? G the attack on Motz :propor had 
begun . 0.B. Wost dema nded that tho city bo held as l.one; as 
possible, abov e all, howov or, First i\r my was to pr eserve an 
unbroken front. Intolligonco had not as yet noted any drastic 
changes in Allied dis positions; the right _wing of Second 
British Army was ay7arontly being strongthonod, tho enemy 
concentrations on both sides of 1..fu tz wor e being mainta ined, 
des~ite a resurgence in fighting thor o was no ovidonco of 
now enemy concentrations in Burgundy. With r egard to command 
arrangements for the .\ bwohrschlacht, Fiftuonth .A.rmy Staff, 
fully camouflaged h>ara 113 abovo ), had relieved Fifth Panzer 
Army Staff in tho latter's former aroa, H.q. 30 Cor1;s was en 
route to Army Group H to relieve H.Q. 2 SS Pz Corps for 
transfer to A Gp B.(Ibid, 15 Nov) 

16 Nov 

122. Tho beginning of tho last month before 
·tho launching of tho Gorman Offensive in tho _'\.rdonnos was 
charactorizod by tho det er mined ·widening of J .. lliod efforts 
to soften up and wear down tho Gor man forces in tho Wost. On 
tho right wing of .A;rmy Group G, First .'i.r ri.1y was under growing 
pressure at Motz and lost further ground NTI: and SE of Motz; 




