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on tho loft wing of tho _.i.rmy Group{ Ninotoonth ..:'\.r:my was forcod 
to yield ground to 2 Fronoh Armd Div in tho North and 5 Franch 
..,\.rmd Div in tho South . But tho flOSt significant development 
of tho day was the resumption of largG -scale .'."..lliod operations 
in the Aachen area. 1\i'Tassivo air attacks on lin<.:s of' def once 
and sunuly routos :'Jrocodod attacks on a wide front. _\t 1710 
hrs O.B . Wost loarnt from his Chief Intolligonce Officer that 
the northern wing of ..:\rmy Group B faced an Gnomy concentration 
of five armoured and seven infantry divisions - so.GJ.o British, 
soma American , Concludin6 that tho contra of gravity of tho 
Allied efforts was now at tho northern wing of Array Group B, 
O.B West im.m.odiatoly authorizod ~'l.rm.y G~oup B to coID.i.~it 47 
Pz Cor rys, In addition to this 10 ,gs I1z Div was to movo fron 
tho area cast of .:\rnho.m to the araa east of Vonlo, and .A:rrn.y 
Group H would des ryatch 85,245 and 363 VGD's to tho area bohind 
tho Ma.as-cast front. The consequent tGmporury woakoning of 
1.:rmy Group H was a tolerable risk and had to be acce~tud. 
(Ibid, 16 Nov) 

17 Nov 

123· Duo to lim.ited visibility -llliod air activity 
at tho front of Army Group B was SOBGWhat smaller than on 
the procodin.g day, and by conr:iitting virtually all froo 
roservos tho Iu:my Group was able to hold tho Alliod f orcos 
in the groator i'\.achon area in chock. Devolop.monts in tho 
area of Army Group G woro decidedly unfavourable; in order 
to maintain a cohorunt front First Arny had to fall back to 
rear positions and loavo tho garrison of Hotz to its fato. 
Allied forces had already entered tho southern suburbs of Motz. 
At · thG southern wing of Ninot ounth .ti.ra y tho onponont roached 
tho area 10 km SiN .Bolfort. Obviously tho :.U.llod operations 
against Nineteenth Army woro raoro than more holding attacks. 
Rundstodt boliovod that ho could not co~o with tho situation 
without making us0 of' tho omrv rosorvus, -· but his ro quost· in 
that sense:; was turned down flatly: 

DoSJ)ito all stop gap moasurGs, roprosont ing 
tho utmost 0 . B. Vfost could do on his own, a 
def.ansivo succ ess against tho onomyts largo­
scalo attacks cannot bo guarantoud. In a 
tolonhono conversation with thu Chiuf of the 
.. 1.rmed Forces 0:,1orat ions Staff, C. of S. 0. B. 
West points to tho newly arrived SS formations 
and tho desirability of corn:iitting th0t1 before the 
enemy achiovos a strategical broalrthrough. 
Chief WFSt declined [to consider] tho :possibility 
of such a como.itmo nt and announcod that in thu 
caso of such a development tho OIDN Rosorv0s 
concornod would have to be romov.od from tho 
area. 

(Ibid, 17 Nov) 
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18 Nov 

124. While !-..rny Groups H and B were under modurato 
pressure only; dovolopmonts in the area of J.rmy Group G 
were causing mounting concern at tho headq_uartors of 0.B. Wost. 
The loss of 41.1.saco and Lorraine had bocomo a distinct 
possibility. The further Alliud advancos in tho area of 
First Army had not code as a surprise, but a broakthrough at 
the oxtromo loft wing of Ninotoenth Army north of the Svriss 
border via Delle to Courcollos and Grandvillors raised tho 
spectre of serious oporationnl repercussions. O.B. West 
expressed astonishment at tho unoxpactod dovelopmonts in tho 
Belfort area and demanded energetic countor-floasuros. 
(Ibid, 18 Nov) 

19 Nov 

12.5. Army Group H was forced to yiold some ground 
at the Vonlo bridgohoad, _,.riny Group B lost Goilonkirohon but 
on balance obtained a dofonsivo success by foiling tho 
opponent's determined attempt to collapse the salient north 
of ~\aehen . In tho aroa of ~rmy Group G, howovor, tho situation 
showed further deterioration . }._t the southern wing of 
Nineteenth .'1,rmy tho breakthrough at Dolle had boon widono d; 
and enemy f orcos had reached points 20 km. !i!E and 12 km E 
Delle. Moreovcr 1 tho o~)ponont was approaching Belfort. Vfuen 
it became known that enemy forces had pushed eastwards to tho 
Rhino at H'tl.ningon, and to nearby Rosenau and Sirontz, tho 
dof encc of Mulhouso became a matter of immediate urgency 
and 0 B. West instructed iUlitary District No. 5 (.:Usaco, 
WUrtomberg and Badon) to dos9atch all available forooa under 
its comm.and to tho aroa south and southwest of Mulhouso. 
~Ibid, 19 Nov) 

20 Nov 

126. At the front of krny Group B · Allied forces 
made only some moderate gains of ground north of . .\achen, but 
the situation at A::crrzy Group G was continuing to oause ooncern. 
In the centre, .l\merican forces were approaching Saarburg 
(a mere 50 km W""NW Strassburg), further south, French forces 
were getting still closer to Belfort. German counter-attacks 
in both areas had been of no avail. In a telephone convers­
ation at 1445 hrs between c. of · S. O.B. West and Deputy Ohief 
WFSt, O.B. West asked for permission to use Pz Lehr Div at the 
Belfort gap and 1.2 VGD in the Aachen area. His contention 
was that these forces would go far to restore the situation 
and could be withdrawn in good time to be available for the 
Abwehrsohlacht. Both requests were turned down. This left 
only the forces in the Netherlands as a possible source of 
formations for the focal points of the front. South of the 
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Maas (resp. Waal) there wore now only one British division 
(on Walchoren), one Polish division, one Canadian arnoured 
division, ono armourod brigade and some Dutch volunteers, 
while tho German forces, after all ponding withdrawals would 
still consist of two Corps with a total of five divisions. 
O. B. Wost therefore gave -· orders for the withdrawal of an 
additional Corus Headauartors and two divisions from this 
front; ono division to be transferred to ~"',xmy Group G with 
the groatust possible s uo od. (Ibid, 20 Nov} - -· -.-

21 Nov 

127. Headquarters 2 SS : Jz Corns, slatod for a rolo 
in tho Abwehrschlacht (paras 121 and i2i abovo), was now 
being roliovod in tho aroa east of Ar.!lhem-Nijmcgon by H. Q. 
88 Corps, hitherto at tho Maas-north front. Tho SS Corps 
H.Q. was to be available in tho aroa of ~\rmy Group B, 
comploto with Corps troops by 25 Nov at tho latest. With 
r egard to current operations tho day was charactorizod by 
various local engagements in tho Aachon r egion. North of 
Eschwoiler the opponent gainod further ground, and O.B. Wost 
granted .lttm.y Group B's r oquost for permission to Eh-cr.ftem the -· 
front and give up Eschwciler to savo the garrison. Ibid, 
21 Nov) · ~ 

128. In tho area of Army Group G, howovor, tho 
situation in southeastern Lorraine was worsening . Thero had 
been a s erious break-in astride the Rhino-11arne Canal. A 
blocking lino in process of boing established 10 km N 
Saarburg, had already boon piorcod. Efforts wore made to 
form a blocking line wost of Saverne. In viow of this, OKlff 
now gave porn ission for tho t emporary omployr1ont of J?z Lohr 
Div. 0.B . West placed the Division under ~rmy Group G and 
gavo orders for its i mraodiatc do narturo in tho direction 
Homburg-Saarunion, to bo committed to an attack from the 
North against tho deop flank of tho onemy in the Saarburg aroa. 
Immediately upon arrival of the first infantry division 
from .'\.r.my Group H, Pz Lehr Div would have to rovort to OIGV 
reserve. - In the Belfort area 198 Inf Div seemed to be 
gaining some measure of def onsive success. {Ibid) 

22 Nov 

129. On .its o::rtromo l eft wing, .'\.rmy Group H was 
· oxpocting an attack on tho Roormond bridgehead. As a 
precautionary moasuro 85 Inf Div and an assault gun brigade 
wore boing movod to tho arou as an Army Group rusorvo. In 
addition, 6 Para Regt was boing shifted from tho Venlo 
bridgehead to the area between Vcnlo and Rocrmond. But it 
was too lato to save tho bridgoh oad, and at 1700 hrs it was 
reported lost. ~ In the meantime 3 Para Div (on routo from 
A:rmy ~roup H ~o Sovonth _'\rmy) was directed to Dtlron as a 
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potential backstop oast of .:"18.chon. Permission for this had 
boon granted by 010,'{ on tho roquost of O. B. Wost dos pi to tho 
fact that tho formation was slated for employment in tho 
forthcoming offonsivo. (Ibid, 22 Nov) 

130. In tho area of Il:rmy Group G tho opponent was 
making further gains, and operations that had previously 
served the purpose of trading S 1)aco for time woro now 
turning into a dos~orato last minute effort to koop tho onomy 
from engulfing Alsace and Lorraine. East of · Motz tho opponent 
was advancing in tho St. A"l'Old area, a more 30 km. from the 
western borders of tho :Palatinate. Further south tho enemy 
h~d entered 1Usaco fro.in southoastorn Lorraine· and was reported 
to have entered Savorno. The German troops in tho area 
seamed to have disintogratod. :\s no reports wero being rocoival 
from H. Q. 88 Corps at Savorno, this staff was pre.sumod 
inca-pacitated, and tho 0 Highor Colll..mand Vosgos 11 charged with tho 
task of collecting tho various shattered groups and creating 
some sort of dofonco lino .. Pz Lohr Div had not yot appoa:r;-od 
and O.B .• Wost employed ovory moans to hasten its journey .• 
Due to the svnlt'tly changing situation tho projected flank 
attack now would have to bo dolivorod against the !-unerican 
Corps in the Savorno area. (~) 

23 Nov 

131· A:rmy Group H reported merely renewed attacks 
against tho already shrunken Vonlo bridgehead. But tho onomy 
was known to bo holding close to tho front of tho Army Group 
two armoured and five infantry divisions. A similar situation 
prevailed at Army Group B, where the Allies had not nadc any 
further gains but controlled uncommitted reserves amounting . 
to four armoured and ton infantry divisions. (Ibid, 25 Nov) 

132~ In tho aroa of Ar'BY Group G, however, a critical 
situation had dotoriorated to tho point where the loss of . 
Alsace and Lorraine appeared inevitable. Before any Gorman 
headquarters had even hoard of tho . approach of oneniy tanks 
and vehicles., the opponent appeared at tho gatos of Strasburg, 
and shortly afterwards entered tho city and demanded its 
surrender. While Alsaoe Lorraine was being sliced-up by tho 
many-pronged advances of the ono.I!lY, Rundstedt recalled with 
some bitterness the incident in Septombor (para 65 above) 
whon despite his repeated objections tho top officers of .d.rm.y 
Group G had been reliovod abruptly by OKW and replaced by 
officers whoso lack of comprohonsion had gruatly oontributod 
to the present debaolo in tho South. In a tolophone convors­
tion with J"odl, c. of s. O.B West brought up this .matter 
again and criticized tho porformano0 of the Chiefs of Staff 
of j. Gp G and First /iXmY. (Ibid) 

133·· 1w tho day wont on it becarao cloar that tho 
attack of Pz Lohr Div would come too late to bo offoctivo and 
the divisions from Army Group H would come too late to save 
the situation. With this in mind, O.B. Wost asked ~or tho 
immediate despatch of two battloworthy panzer divisions nnd 
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one additional infantry division. In his r eply ovor tho 
tolophono, Jodl acknowlodgod tho validity of Rundsto~t's 
re quest, but said that in view of tho forthco2 ing Abwohrschlacht 
it had to bo turned down. (Ibid) 

24 Nov 

134. Dovolop.w.onts at _'\.rmy Groups H and B wero not 
causing i.DTiodiato concern, but .:."..r my Group G was in grave 
diff icultios and in l)articular the situation of Nineteenth 
~rfly was steadily worsening . Close to the Swiss border the 
opponvnt's armoured convoys wero continuing to pass throueh 
the Germ.an blocking lino ; 5000 Gorman soldiors vmr o pinnod 
down and encircled in tho fortifications of Strasburg . The 
big gap which had s prung up in this area between First P...:rmy 
gnd Nineteenth !:..r.my , as woll as tho deep ponotrations at 
the western front of Ninet eenth .. \rmy could not bo olirninatod 
with tho forces on hand. Most i mportant in the circumstances 
was tho croation of a now cohesive line of def onco at the 
northern and wostorn s o ct ors and the ma intenance of a firm 
lino to tho Swiss border in ordor to procludo a doublo 
onvelopmont of Nineteenth ... ·.:rny. 0. B. Wost thorof oro gavo 
orders to withdraw to new lines in tho northern and western 
sectors and to make an atte~pt to stand fast in thu South. 
To prevent a rapid influx of onomy forces into t ho Strasburg 
area (between First and Ninotoonth ~'1.rmy) Pz Lohr Div was 
directed to advance towards tho Rhino-Marne Canal and to 
block tho low groun.d at Savorne . As tho sudden deterioration 
in tho situation of : .. rny Group G was at l east . partly duo to 
comnand .mistakes, tho Fllilror don.anded invostigation by a court 
of inquiry. O.B. West roquestod that his own conduct in tho 
mat tor bo oxfillinod at tho sano tirac . CfEJ£, 2 11" Nov) 

25 Nov 

135 · Army Groups H and B reported their situation 
unchanged. In the area of ~'trmy Group G the attack of Pz 
Lehr Div had been halted by a barrage of anti-tank fiJ.~e. As 
the att a ck in question was no longer offering any pro.mise and 
Pz Lehr Div would be needed to carry out its assigned task 
in the Abwehrschlaoht, Hitler demanded its withdrawal. ~ 
Army Group G had suggested a withdrawal on its left wing but 
as this would have meant a withdrawal from the area at the 
Swiss border, O.B. West objected strongly ani demanded to 
the contrary that the forc es in ouestion be bolstGred and the 
border area be defended by all means. - Fi ghting in the 
city of Metz had come to an end. (Ibid, 25 Nov) 
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26 Nov 

13 6. In the aroas of .;.·_rr1y Gr oups H and B tho r e 
wore no significant dovolopnonts . "i.r .my Group G r eport ed 
local e ngagerilents at tho front of First Ar rJ.y and continuing 
prGssur--i on the wostorn front of Ninotoo nth . · ... r 21y, whoro tho 
opponont had foll owed tho withdrawal movo:,i-.J nts and ot s ovoral 
points ovortalrnn tho roar ol unc nts of tho withdrawing f orce s . 
Tho Gornan roginont noarost to tho Swiss bordor had cuasod 
to r eport and ilimodiato invGstigation showod that it had 
boon destroye d and that h eavy Allie d traffic was now moving 
uru.'lolost od along t ho highway the r ugi ncnt was suppos e d to 
bG blocking . FacGd by tho facts that tho Gor :1an wost orn 
front was no longer anchore d to tho Swiss bordor and that 
tho situation was b eyond r Gnc dy, O. :s . Wost asko d OK11\f for 
pern ission to short en t hu lino s by withdrawals in that are a . 
On r e ce iving OEJi\! Ts concurr0nco , 0. B . \Vost gave ardors to 
withdraw tho southern winG of tho / r my to tho lino !IIaasIJUnster­
Sonthoin- Mulhous o-Rhino noar Hombourg (Ibid, 26 Nov). 
On thu s 8.!lle day tho Ftihror issue d an order l)lacing a ll ara od 
forc es partici~ating in tho def e nce of tho Upper Rhino fron 
tho Bion-Wald ( oxcl) to t h0 Swl ss b order under tho cora..'"J.and of 
the Reichsftihror SS, He i nrich HL"1...olo r (Dor Westen, 234) .* 
Hitler must have b oon s oothing with sus p icions to charge a 
polic e.man with a difficult military task. 

27 Nov 

137 , Ma inly duo to inclonent weat he r t h o da y was 
fairly quie t in all sectors . I n thu Vos ges 1\Iountains and 
furth0r east ? z Lo hr Div was s er v ing as a screen oohind wh ich 
a new m.a ke -shift lino was bu ing establishod . On t ho wostorn 
front of Ninot e0nth .. \rny t ho op:!;)onont ach i ev ed so.mo doo11 
po netrations . (W.D. O. B. W0st, 27 Nov ) 

28 - 30 Nov 

138. During thG last throe days of t h o u onth, Frunch 
and America n forces continued to n ibble avray at )J.sace a nd 
Lorraine , a nd ther o was soJno pr essure a gainst t ho Ger man 
Maas-bridgeheads a nd a n incroas o in tho lJr Gssuro on tho r.-orman 
linus east of A.a.chen. Considering t ho ~agnitudG of tho issue , 
however, and the sizo of tho f orcos a nd conmand facilities in 
tho theatre , it was cloar - or should havo bi;.Je n - that oach 

· sido was e ngr osse d in preparations f or undertak ings of vastly 
gr eat or i mportanco. 

Hir::tu-Ue r ass uwo d c o;i1;-1and on 30 Nov (Dor Vlestun, 235) 
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139. While tho Gor~-.ian conc 0nt:-cations in tho rear 
areas of J .. rmy Group B woro gott ing ready f .Qr offensive action, 
tho for.r:iations in the lino n.anagod to gain i n.:l}ortant ti:"J.e at 
the cost of com.:i::iarativoly uniJ:r1:portant ground. .:.;:ri:1y Group G, 
apart frol'.l receiving somo s mall infusions of arr.iour loft to 
its own dovices, was in m.oro serious straits; at Morzis and 
Saarlautern in tho North the opponont achiovod dGop 
penetrations, further south Ninote onth ~"'-rl7.l..Y w...;.s forcod to . 
fall back in tho northern and western s e ctors and facud tho· 
prospect of being cut off from its vital bridges and then 
surrounded and dost:royod. (~, 28- 30 Nov) 

1 Doc 

140. In tho great or P...ache n are a -"-lliod for cos 
striving to break through in northerly direction alJ.:J.ost 
succoodod in doing so. In addition to tho _\lliud forces 
actually co.L1l1itted in this area, there was now a clearly 
r e cognizable British conoontration so.i21.owhat furt her to tho 
North. And a Gernan oount r-attack north of _l.achon had bogged 
down. All this gave tho situation an ominous character, with 
Rundstodt noting in tho war diary : ;1All tho Horo im9ortant 
thoref oro is tho continuation of tho preparations for tho 
Abwohrschlacht.a* (C.R.S. - 75144/29, W.D. O.B. Wost , 
(A Gp D), Doc 44, 1 Dco) (981CW(D62)) 

2 Doc 

141 '! Tho gonoral quie t in tho ar e a of .t'.:r~~Y Grou:i1 H 
was disturbe d to son o oxtont at 1700 hrs whe n W.'31:1./ !:...rnhoI:.1 
tho Noodor-Rijn Dan ( ~anncrdonscho Kanal) was blast ed in 
order to induce tho Allied opronont to withdraw from his 

* With tho launching dat o for tho Abwohrschlacht drawing 
closer, .raost doc is ions woro taken in tho lieht of tho forth­
coming 01oration. Information on the pr oDarations for that 
ouoration will appear in a forthcoaing Slli':lf.la r y of Ger.man 
inform.ation on tho _U-donnos offensive as a wholo. 
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forward positions /~ ·_\ t tho northern wing of _"J:ny GrouiJ B 
tho British continue d trying for a broakthrouc h on both sidos 
of Lim.rich, while f urthe r s outh tho right wing of Sevonth 
.Axmy succoo dod in h olding on to th0 exits of t hG Eif ol area. 
At tho sa.ae ti.illG t ho lightly h old l oft wing of Seve nth ).:r!:'JS 
( 66 Corps), whor e co.w1:i;il c t o quiot had l)r evaile d, ca .. ~_o sudde nly 
unde r h eavy artiller y fire . O .. B . West was an..""'{ious to l earn 
whether this was a noro holding n anoouvre or a sign of 
changing e neny dis "Qos·itions and intontions. (Ibid, 2 Doc) 

3 Doc 

142. _\ t t ho Waal front of .::-:..r~·1y Group H tho inunda-
tions nade the dosirod pr ogr ess, but in tho IVIaas sector tho 
Ger n ans wor o e j e cte d fron tho Wanssun are a a nd conpollod to 

O.B. West's Intelligonce Section had boen puzzled by tho 
appare ntly docoptivo behavior of t ho Polish and Canadians 
forn ations, which woro adv ertising t he ir continued ~ro s o nco 

in tho for.me r locations but s oo:u.od to havo .novod to tho 
area of tho Nijfle gon bridge h oad. It was t h ought possible 
that the OXJ:)G Ct od largo attack of Soc ond British .'-:.:rn y .EJ.i ght 
be pre ceded by a thrust from t ho Nijn0 gon bridgahoad towards 
tho North or fro.I!l t ho area b etwe en Waa l a nd Maas towards tho 
East. 

• .• For such a purpos e thes e would possibly be 
available in t ho Nij .:-io go n bridgehe ad: 1 Pol .'-rI!ld 
Div, 3 3 Brit .. ':.r~,1d Bdo , as woll as .5 O and .51 
Brit Inf Divs, whe r eas th <.:J attack fron tho are a 
south of :r:-a j .w.ogon n i ght be carrie d out by 1 :eol 
Ar~d Div, 4 Cdn .ir2 d Div, 2 Cdn _ll'n d 3do ~lus 

2 and 3 Ca.n Inf Divs . In this connoction--it was 
to bo take n into account, how0v o1~ , that thu 
commitment of Canadian f orcos to an o ·.)eration 
involving high ca sualties wa s like ly ~o be avoided 
at this ti::10 for political r eason . 

(0 .B. Wost, Daily I ntrops, op cit, Int No. 7875/44, 
2 Doc 44 ) (981CW(D34c)) - -

Next day 88 Corps r eporte d grat efully: 

..• Duo to tho· flooding of t ho aroa SV'v .:'...rnhon 
betwee n Nuo dor-Rijn and Waal, a big ono.wy attack 
fron tho Nijr10gon bridgehead is not to be 
oxpocte d in t ho noar futuro . 

(C.R.S. - 63289/4, Y .D. 88 Corps, 
Vol 11 :9 11 of .'.\.pps, ~-... P!!X B 5 97, · 88 Corps 
Ops No . 11.58744> Sitrop f or 3 Do c 44, 
2140 hrs 3 Do c 44 )" ·. 
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evacuate tho Vonlo bridgohoad during tho night 3/4 De-c, In 
tho groat or ~",.ach0n aroa .J..rmy Cr oup B was under xirossuro in 
tho Wiorm and Julich aruas, whilst s outhoast of .\achon 
.'LJ.orican forces .1'J.ado a dcop Du notration at Vossonack. At the 
front of Arny Group G First -i.rny lost Saarlautorn, whoro the 
bridgos had been takon intact by tho opponent, and rocapturod 
Saarunion (11 Pz Div and ::?z Lohr Div), while Ninotoonth .ltrrris 
lost Schlettstadt and Ha:1pol tswc ilor and was novv r oducod to 
a s mall bridgehead wost of tho Rhino and isolat ed fron1 tho 
f or c es of 0 • B • Wost . ( Ib id, 3 Do c ) 

4 Dec 

143. .:.'ll::!1y Groups H and B passod a c~ uiot day whilo 
Ari-ay Group G suffor0 a. further r ov ors os . First .. :..r,;.~1y onco again 
lost Saarunion, be lat ca .. off orts to a. ostroy tho bridge at 
Saarlautorn woro of no avail, and tho onony made doop pe netra­
tions in tho area .south and southwest of Saarbrlicxon. In tho 
wako of O.B. W'ostTs ro poat od criticisr1s on First !:...r.rnyts corn.ruand 
porf ormanco, tho .Ar.my comnm.ndor was rv placod by G-on Inf Hans 
von Obstfoldor 7 previously in cor.1.LJa nd of 86 Corps (sinco .:"...ugust 
1943). In connection with tho forthcon ing offunsivo , 67 Corps 
Staff and 4 02 Volks Lrty Corps, as woll as 1.5 and 16 Volks 
Worf or Brigade s woro ordorod transf orrod fron ;_'\. Gp H to . ·fJ~ Gp B, 
whilG J .. Gp G was instruct e d to de s patch ~-01 ana .. 4 04 Volks .!'..rty 
Corps to A Gp B, and rowindod of tho ovorduo transfer of 11 
Pa Div and Pz Lohr Div to _'. , G-p B. (Ibid, 4 Doc) 

.5 Do c 

144. In tho areas of J .. Gys H and B tho situation 
remained unchanged on thG wholo. A. Gp H r oceivod orders to 
dGS»Jatch 244 and 902 __ '...sslt Gun Bdos to .'.\. Gp . B' (Thia .. , .5 Doc). 
The . a ripearance of .52 Brit Inf Div north of ls....,Hortogonbosch 
and tho urosw:10 d transfer of 4 ca .. n .!:cr .::1d Div-to 2 Cdn Cor-.;s 
south of. Nij .n1ogon was intorpr otod as a significant strengthening 
of 11 ~~rmy Group Montgo.::-_10ry Ts 11 eastern front ( 0 . B. \Vo st, Dail~r 
Introps, .££.cit, Int No. 7925/44, .5 Doc 44) . ... \ t tho front of 
A Gp G thor o was increasing dange r of an _:'J:llorican breakthrough 
from tho Saarlautorn and Saarbrticlrnn areas towards tho 
Woissonburg gap. In conscq_uonc c O.B. Wost supported j _ G~? G's 
roquost for pern iss ion t o r ota in 11 ?z Div and 404 Vol l-rn ~"..rty 

Corps. OK\V cons ontod with tho proviso that tho f or rmt ions 
would have to bo handled in a '1annor assuring tho possibility 
of the ir auick tra nsf er in tho evont of order s to that offoct. 
Pz Lohr Div {absorbing .559 Pz Jg Abt as an organic part) was 
roaching tho entraining po i nts for its 1:10vor.iont to .'\Gp B. 
{W.D. O.B. Wost, 5 DGc ) 
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6 Dec 

14 5 · !:..t .trn y Groui)s H and :3 tho day was un0vontful. 
In connection with tho :;:iro7arations for tho _;';_bwohrs chlacht 
orders wor o issu~d for tho transf e r of 85 Irif Div fron -~ Gp H 
to ),_ G-p B. I n the area of .:"..r my Group G tho opponGnt crossed 
the river Saar at sovoral places. 0.B. Wost noted t ho hoavy 
concontrat ion of uno_-.c.y for cos in tho arua SJ and :S of' 
Saarbrtlckon. Sono f or.a at ions pr ov iously coill.ii ttod a ga inst 
l'TinGt .:rnnth _:~rr:iy Sllo ~1o d now to bG at tho front of First J .. r.rn.y. 
Re latively speaking tho o:;orations of iTin.ot1.rnnth :._rny woro 
now of lir:1it od importance . (Ibid, 6 Do c } 

7 Doc 

146. In tho ~djnogon-Roor.:iond s o ct or Se cond British 
J.'trny and First Canadian .':..r .:iy wor o r oady ana_ waiting . Tho focal 
points of ) .. lliod O} orations wore still in tho gonoral aroas 
of Aachen and Saarbrfiokon. Butwo on thoso areas tho .Uliod 
front was lightly h old and q_ui.ot. Most critical was tho 
situation at tho Saar bridgohoads. 0 .B. ~\Tost ostL:1atod tho 
tota l conbat value of First :.'--r n y as 3-i. inf di vs and 1 i ar.w.d 
divs at bost. Thoy woro oppose d by c loven i nfantry divisions 
and four armoure d divisions with a~proxi2atoly 1000 - 1100 
tanks. Tho I'.lost urgont task was tho dof onco of tho Wo issonburg 
gap. In viow of O. B. rfo stYs poor op inion of First _[:.rmy's 
colJl!land pGrformanco, 89 Cor~s (G0n Inf Gustaf H5hno), with 
361, 245 and 256 Inf Divs was d0signatod as Group Hohno , 
placGd directly unde r _:_ Gp G and char god with tho dof onco of 
tho ~le iss onburg area. First :. .. r :.1y rvtainod com.:iand ovor 82 
Corl)S, 13 SS Corps and 90 Cor ~1s . (Ibid, 7 Doc) 

8 Do c 

147. A Go H ronortod no events of consoquonce . A 
Gp B roportod tho rosm1ption of onony attacks at tho front of 
Fifteenth ..'CTny and tho right wing of Soventh -~.r.iy ; tho 
bridgoh Gad at Jlilich had to b e vacat e d. .'.i. Gp G ro ]ortod 
localizod fighting at the Saar bridgohoads. In c onnG ction with 
tho pr eparations for tho _\_bwohrschlacht 79 VG-D was .moving fron 
tho interior of Gornany t o the aroa of .L Gp B. 6 :O?ara Div vvas 
direct od to codo sono of its vohiclos and weapons to 5 Para 
Div• (Ibid, 8 Doc) 

9 Doc 

1 48. .it tho centre of First J?arachut o J .rJ::.1y 's front, 
Corps CoLllJ1and Feldt (Gen Cav Kurt Foldt) was insortod as an 
additional comnand staff. : :..rmy Groups H and B r oport c; d no 
fighting of conso ouonco . Conc ern was caus0.d by the fact that 
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troop movements and other traff io in oonn0otion with tho 
Abwehrsohlacht w0ro groatly irapedod by tho icy condition of 
th~ roads in th0 Eifol aroa. J.. G]J C rGportud that onony 
forn.ations pr oviously at tho northern front of :7inot0onth ;':rny 
had boon reliev0d and woro now poisad to ~rticipat o in thu 
thrust to tho Palatinatv. _:,_11 told tho o-0 "1J onont now dis 11osod 
of 14 inf divs and 5 armd divs for that purpose. Tho situation 
of Group Hohno was becoming critical, and thoro wore no 
formations that could bo .:oa.do availablo in support of tho 
Group. An ovon moro acuto situation oxistod in tho Hagonau 
ar0a, whoro .A.morican fore cs outnu.m.borod Gorman forcos by ten 
to one. (Ibid, 9 Doc) 

10 Doc 

149. Following several days of prG:;aratory action, 
in the area of A Gp B tho one1:iy rosuaod his largo-scale 
attacks in tho groator ~achon area and obtainod a ponotration 
at Langorwoho. Continuation of tho powerful attacks west 
of Diircn and presumably also on both sidos of <lftlich vra.s to 
bo ox:pectod. Tho ronewal of serious fighting in the _\.a.chen 
area and the co.mnenc cBcnt of onomy attacks in the direction 
of the ~"!estwall through the 1\1o issonburg gap wore n.aking it 
i.mDorativo to accolorato preparations for the ~bwehrachlacht 
lost eno.my thrusts to the Cologne area or tho :!'?aiatinate 
doprivG it of its logical foundation. .1ttonpts to spood-up 
pronarations wore greatly hamporod, howovor, by systonatic 
Allied air attacks on traffic installations . Tho novomonts 
or at least ton f ornations wore being dolayod by tho troops 
having to detrain farther oast than plannod, which longthonod 
their approach marches by 80-100 k:lJl. In tho area of A Gp G, 
Group HBhne was under growing prossuro. At tho cxtromo 
southern end of thu ).;rmy Group front, Hagonau was lost. 
(Ibid, 10 Dec) 

11 Doc 

150. . Army Group B was undor considorablo pressure 
in the Dfiron area; Ar m.y Group G was OX) OCting tho ca?ly 
beginning of largo-scale attacks. Th0r u woro aew ponotrations 
and the cno!!lY was got ting clos or to the ~1J'ostwall. In tho war 
diary of O. B. i-Yost tho following was ontorod: 

Tho danger of an oporativo break-through 
into tho PalatinatG is thorof oro LlOVing ever 
more into tho roaln of tho possible. This 
makGs it all tho moro important to coa ploto 
tho preparations for tha ~bwohrschlacht with 
the utnost dispatch .... ThG preparations 
must bo completed boforo tho on0 y gains 
further docisivG successes at tho two focal 
~oints .... Concorning all th0so problems 
Lthore is an] activo exchange of ideas with 
OK:N and tho Filhrer in person. ·•· 
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All higher commanders (div and up) 
participating in the forthcoming operation 
have been ordered to report to the FUhrar 
(first half on 11 Dao, second half on 12 Dec). 
(Ibid, 11 Deo) 

12 Dao 

151. Army Group B reported continuing heavy fighting 
at the Dttren bridgehead. Fighting was spreading to the right 
wing of Seventh A:rmy. A Gp G reported further transfers of 
enemy foroes from the northern front of Nineteenth .fl:rmy to the 
Hagenau area. General uneasiness was caused by Allied air 
attacks that were crippling German telephone and teleprint 
oammunications. During the afternoon O.B. West was out of 
touoh with every one of his .A:rmy Groups. In the war diary the 
following was recorded: 

The danger of an enemy breakthrough in 
the greater Aachen area, as well as through 
the Weissenburg Gap to the Palatinate is 
growing by the hour •• ,. The situation reports 
are stressing the possibility of an attack · 
against the right wing of the Parachute Ar.my, 
the certainty of continuing attacks at the 
Rur and, above all, the very tense situation 
in the Weissenburg area, where the threat to 
the Palatinate has been increased by strong 
attacks from the Saarlautern area. No doubt 
the situation has become even more aoute. 
(lli,g,, 12 Dec) 

13 Deo 

152. Due to widespread fogs, Allied air activity 
was quite limited. There were no major developments at the 
fronts; southeast of Weissenburg the Germ.an foroes were forced 
to fall back further towards Weissenburg . (Ibid, 13 Dao) 

SITUATION ON THE EVE OF THE .ABDENNES OFFENSIVE 

(14-16 Deo) 

14 Deo 

153· Seen from the German side the raoe for time was 
now in its most critical stage. In the area of A Gp Ball signs 
were pointing to an imminent major attack, in the area of A Gp G 
heavy attacks on Weissenburg and Lauterburg were to be expected 
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for 15 Doc or 16 Dec at tho latest. In tho 2uantino tho 
preparations for t ho offonsivo had bo0n progr os sing wo ll; tho 
panzor div is ions wore alr_ost co11:::il ot0 in thoir ass oiJ.bly aroas ; 
it would bo :possible to launch tho oper ation on 16 Dec. Tino 
was of tho oss once ; a ::>rior ,'.Uliod thrust into tho Palatinate 
would place tho ontir0-oporation in q_uos tion ; O. B . W0 st advised 
strongly against any poss iblo l) ost pon"'~-:.J nt of t ho launching. 
(Ibid, 14 Doc) · 

15 Dern 

154. Preparations for tho attack wor o naldng furthor 
progress. During tho night 14/15 Doc t ho planned r oliofs and 
movono nts ha d boon carr i ed out. Tho fuol situation was mooting 
oxpoctations, tho i ndisycnsablo ro~uiro~onts for tho attack 
had boon mo t . A Gp B as l:o d for a further postpono;:iont, but 
O.B. Wost objoct oa. strongly on tho grounds that tho situation 
on tho l eft wing of _\ Gp G do.z:iandod tho oarli0st ~1oss iblo 
beginning of tho attack. Moroovor , with t ho bulk of the attack 
formations in tho ass o;,1bly aroas, tho secre cy of tho op0ration 
was no l onger vouchsafed, particularly so as tho onony was 
r econnoitring tho Eifol aroa with photo-flashbonbs. Tho 
COLIDitnont of strong enony f orcos cast of -'..achon was of ad·­
vo.nta go to tho Gor nans, but tho r Gnowed enemy gains on tho loft 
wing of A Gp G woro a source of danger. c. of S. 0 :s. We st was 
pres ent at the Ftihror's situation conf or onco and r oport od in 
that s onso. .~t 1530 hrs word was r ocoived over t ho t ol c11hono 
from tho Ftihror' s Headquarters: 11 No change , D Day 16 Doc 44r; 
0. B. :\Test noted: 11Thor ewith all is docidod, a further change 
is no longer possiblo . :1 (Ibid, 15 Dern) 

16 Due 

15.5. !i..t 0535 hrs, aftor t on ..:iinutos of artillGry 
pro para t ion, Sixth ::?anzor _'cr!lly , Fifth Panzor ) . .:r.ui.y and tho 
participating ol omonts of Scvonth Ar r:J.y launched tho big 
attack. (Ibid, 16 Doc) This operation has bo co~o known as 
tho Battle ~tho A.rdonnos. It- was undertaken a gainst 
forbidding odds at a ti.mo when tho outcor.lCJ of tho war was a 
foregono conclusion. Whatever discomfort it caused on tho 
Alliod side was tho price that had to bG pa id for t ho JU.lied 
decisions in Sopt onber to r ofra in fron cutting off Fiftoonth 
Ar my in tho North, Ninotoonth Ar my in tho South and doliv oring 
a swift powerful singl e blow against tho industrial hoart of 
Ger many. 
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156. Due to the extremely severe security 
regulations surrounding everything even remotely connected 
with the planning and preparations for the Ardennes Offensive, 
the source materials used for the present report carry very 
little information on that subject. In the more recent past, 
however, a comprehensive first hand story of Hitler's plans 
and preparations has come to hand in the form of: O.C.M.H., 
F.S.B~, MS # A-862, Schramm, The Preparations for the German 
Offensive in the Ardennes Sep - 16 Dec 44~ German and 
English texts, (980SOM(D2?3)). A synopsis of this detailed 
presentation is being prepared by Historical Section (G.S.). 

157· The present report ·has been prepared by 
Capt A.G. Steiger, Historical Section (G.S.) 

}+ - ~I ,g/i..,; g_ ""'I l41,L ----for (c. P . Stacey) Colonel 
Director 

Historical Section (G.S.) 
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