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ERDIC.lP AL APP,OIN'I;MENTS .JN T~. WEST 

(for period under review) 

O.B. 'WEST (until 8 Nov 44 also known as A Gp D} 

3 Jul 44 ~ 17 Aug 44 
17 Aug 44 - 4 Sep 44 

4 Sep 44 - 10 Mar 4.5 

G:FM Guenther von Kluge 
GFM Walter Model 
GFM Gerd von Rundstedt 

ARMY GROUPS 

1~ Grou12 B 

31 Dec 43*-. 17 Aug 44 GFM Erwin Rommel 
17 Aug 44 - 17 Apr 4.5 GFM Walter Model 

~¥:ms Group G 

10 May 44 ·- 21 Sep 44 Col Gen Johannes Blaskowitz 
21 Sep 44 - 23 Dec 44 Gen Pz Tps Hermann Balck 

Arml Grou12 Studen {~rov) 
I 

31 Oct 44 - 10 Nov 44 Col Gen Kurt Student 

A:rmy Grou12 H 

10 Nov 44 - 28 Jan 4.5 Col Gen Kurt Student 

. E,trst Army 

2 Jun 44 ... 
6 Sep 44 ·-

29 Oct 44 '-
1 Deo 44 -
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29 Oct 44 

1 Dec 44 
22 Mar 4.5 

ARMIES 

Gen Inf Kurt von der Ohevallerie 
Gen Pz Tps Otto von Knobelsdorff 
Gen Inf Kurt von Tippelskiroh 
Gen I nf Hans von Obstf elder 

* · ·Date on which upgraded from a working staff to 
command (under O.·B. West): 88 Corps {Netherlands), 
Fifteenth .A:r:my and Seventh Army. 
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S~venth A:£m.y 

29 Jun 44 ~ 23 Aug 44 
24 Aug 44 " 31 Aug 44 
31 Aug 44 - 19 Feb 45 

Fifteenth Army 

15 Aug 43 ~ 23 Aug 44 
23 Aug 44 - 17 Apr 45 

·N,_ineteenth Army 

SS Gen Paul Hausser 
Gen Pz Tps Heinrich Eberbach 
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Hasso-Eccard von 
Manteuffel 

13 Sep 44 - May 1945 SS 601 Gen Sepp Dietrich 

First Parachute Army 
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Armed Forces Commander Netherlands 

1 Sep 44 - 26 J an 45 Gen G.A,F, Karl Friedrich 
Christiansen 
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Appendix "D" 
to H.S~ Report No. 77 

Ftllirer Order of 25 Sep 44 

(TranslatiO'n) 

The enemy has transferred the main weight of his attacks 
to the Dutch area and the forefield of the Northern Vosges. 
In the South the available forces have been committed on· 
the whole, but in England he has still large fornations -
including airborne divisions - to exploit and expand success 
in Southern Holland by further landings from the air and 
frNn the sea in western and northern Holland, or possibly 
even in Gerrlany between Wilhelm.shaven and :E:mden. 

The centre of gravity of our counter-measures must 
therefore be transferred to the northern area of the western · 
front, to hold the Netherlands and make possible the 
completion of the West Wall extension, .thereby protecting 
the Ruhr area. · 

My orders are: 

2. 

4. 

5. 

The enemy in the Arnhem - Nijmegen area is to be 
destroyed by concentric attack. The f ooal point 
of this attack must be between Waal and Maas in 
order to take the Nijmegen-Grave road, thereby 
preventing a further reinforcing of the enemy 
north of the Maas. 

The southern front of Fifteenth .A:rmy and the 
western front of First Parachute }\xrn.y must be held 
at present lines. The enemy bridgehead across the 
canal south of Helmond is to be eliminated or 
securely sealed-off at least. 

The gap at the inner wings of Fifteen~h .A:rmy and 
First Parachute Army at Veghel is to be closed by 
means of a concentric attack in order to meet the 
preliminary re quirement for the destruction of the 
enew..y north of the Maas. 

A:rmy Group G will stand fast forward of the Vosges 
pos-ition thereby winning by fighting the time 
required for the completion of that position as well 
as of t he Vosges Battle-position. The long and 
unprepared triangle of the Western position from 
south of Metz via Falkenberg, Pttttlingen to Blamont 
is completely unsuitable for defence. In order 
to be- able to conduct mobile operations in the area 
Duss - Nomeny - .Luneville all panzer and panzer 
grenadier divisions as well as the panzer brigades 
presently under the ~11.i:rmy Group are to remain with it. 
The assembly of a mobile reserve also behind the 
Nineteenth 'i..rmy is necessary (sic). 

For the attack of First Parachute .Anny between Waal 
and Maas, 108 Pz Bde 1 741 ~y A Tk Bn and 506 Tiger 
Bn are to be moved-·in, further.i.1lore also 116 and 
9 Pz Divs, the latter two to be relieved by Fortress 
Bns and, if necessary, by moving-in 246 Inf Div • . · 
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6. The Chief of A:rmy Eq_ui:p.ment and Commander of the 
Replacement Training lJ:my has been instructed 
to move strong forces into the area WilhelmS'haven 
Leeuwarden - Apelaoorn - Rheine~ Orders concerning 
this and further work: on the western Position 
and the West Wall will follow. 

7£ Operational Intentions and Dispositions are to 
be reported. 

Adolf Hitler 

.. 
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ARMED F~CES HIGH CClitUAND PERIOOI Cit SCHBIATI C ORDERS OF BATTLE OF GERM~ ~I ES. 
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Appendix "F". __ 
toE:.s. Report No. 77 

OKW/WFSt Dire.ctive. to O,B.;. West 

(29 Oct 44) 

r. The Ffilirer expects Fifteenth Army to stand 
tast with all its power in the present main line 
of resistance along the line Bergen op Zoom ~ 

Breda - t s·.:..Hertogenbosch - south of the Maas. 

2·. Should new and deep penetrations resulting 
from further enemy attacks place elements of the 
foroes in danger of being destroyed, the Fifteenth 
Army would then have to hold on at least in large 
bridgeheads south of the Maas. In that case the 
right wing of the .t'l.rm.Y would have to wheel around 
towards the West to block the crossings to the 
Scheldt islands and thus prevent a breaking-up 
of the Scheldt defences from the East. 

3• The defence of the Scheldt Estuary depends 
on the heavy batteries on the island of Walcheren• 
Therefore this island is to be defended fanatically• 
Should in the long run 70 Inf Div no longer be able 
to hold on to South Beveland, the forces committed 
there must be withdrawn to North Beveland and 
Walcheren. .After the last heavy batteries of the 
Breskens bridgehead had been lost, that bridgehead 
was of little further value for the blocking of 
the Scheldt Estuary. It is to be reported whether 
at this time there are still well founded prospects 
of transferring substantial eler:ients of 64 Inf Div 
to Walcheren. If not, 64 Inf Div in the bridgehead 
will also have to stand fa st to the last. 

4. The conduct of the operations of Fifteenth 
and .First Para chute Armies is to be coordinated 
forthwith under Col Gen Student. The arrival of 
the Army Group headquarters staff is not to be 
waited for. For the tL~e being the most necessary 
elements of the command apparatus are to be placed 
at the disposal of Col Gen Student by the .Arned 
Forces Commander Netherlands, Fifteenth i\.r.m.y and 
First Parachute .A:r.m.y. 

5. In order to make possible the s~eedy 
replacement of the casualties suffered by Fifteenth 
A:r.m.y in its hard struggle, the ·aotivation of the 
8th, 9th and 10th Parachute Divisions is to be 
renounced for the present, The units and transfer 
battalions (including those still in the Home 
Defence .c\rea) which have been organize a. for these 
divisions, are to be despatched to the Fifteenth 
Army by the Inspector General of the Parachute 
Army as required by Oo-1 Gen Student. Numerical 
strength and location of the units are to be 
reported forthwith to Col Gen Student, O.B. West 
and mew. 
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3rd 1 5th; 6th and 7th Parachute Divisions, 
·including the replacea ents earmarked for them, 
will not be drawn upon. 

6~ To strengthen Fifteenth ~"lrray with regard to 
materiel, beginning on 30 Oct seventeen assault 
howitzers will be des patched to the Army. 
Additional heavy materiel and weapons for Fifteenth 
.A:rmy are to be drawn from Army Group B's own stocks~ 
Gaps ~hereby created in the materiel of other 
form.a 1;ions \fill be filled by means of higher 
allocations in November. The numbers of weapons 
transferred are to be reported. 

OKW/WFSt/Ops No •• 773955/44, Top Secret 

(Note: The foregoing is a translation of the text 
of OKW signal OICW/Vl/FSt/Ops No. 773955/44, as passed 
on by the Operations Section of the Naval Operations 
Staff to the other section of that staff in the 
form of a certified copy bearing the number 
l.Skl.B. No. 3416/44 7 Top Secret, 29 Oct 44.) 

' 
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