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~S~RIO':PED -----
Somo Impressions of the ~:f~-22.1. to 1_9)8: 

Memornndum by Capt Jfl;__[Jwettenh~ R .c .E. 

1. It wc.s not until September 1957 that I arrived 
in Egypt with the Second Ccnadian Contingent to the UNEF. 
Those impressions therefore arc based on the yonr September· 
1957 to Soptomber 1958. Duo to my nppointnont ns socond-in­
command of tho UNEF Enginoor Conpnny nnd living ns I wns in 
tho UNEF Mnintonnnco Aron moss Ctt Rnfnh which was l crgoly 
Cnno.dinn, ny impressions of tho UN.J.:F nro apt to bo coloured 
by conparison with Canadian standards. 

2. Tho force voted into oxistonco by tho Gonoral 
Assembly of tho United Nations on 5 Nov 56 "to soeuro o.nd 
suporviso tho cessati on of hostilities between Egypt o.nd Isro.ol a 
was nndo up originally of ten nations. Tho Indonesians wore 
withdrawn shortly before our arrival, lonving contingents from 
Brazil, ColombiG, Canada, Denmark, Finland, India, Norway, 
Swodon nnd Yugoslavia. English wns tho official lnngungo of 
tho UI\TEF but a.po.rt from this thoro wo.s sccrccly nny cor.u:ion 
donom.ino.tor. Nntionnl uniforms woro worn by contingents, and 
oven berets of UN blue wore not in ~onoral use, tho Indian 
po.rachuto batt cilion h2ving ins isted on wearing turbans o.nd 
berets of traditional m r oon. Nc.tionnl r a tion scales wore 
adopted which vn. riod from contingent to c ontingont, loo.ding t o 
obvious cor:i].Jlic a.tions in pr ocur ement 2nd s upply. Not nll 
c o~poncnts wore members of NATO so thnt t here wns a divcrgonco 
in professional standards and procoduros. Social eustons woro 
bound to diff or in c. f orce re cruitoc1 f ran tho i\nericns, L:uropo, 
and Asia. Dospito those difficulties, it was easy to soo on 
arrival th~ t much hnd boen ottonptod to obtain cohesi on betwoon 
tho conpono nts of the f orce. Much r orn'linod to be acconplishca .• 

3. Early in 1958 tho Finns wcro roc2lled le aving 
eight notions to stand guo.rd nl on~ tho .1\rnistice Denarc~tion 
Lino, dividing the Gnzo strip fron Israel, nnd to p~trol the 
Intorn~tionol Frontier botwo on Egypt ~nd Israel. Wo CQnadinns 
wore sorry t o soe thon e;o . They were h.:i.rd soldiers a.nd hc,ra. 
drinkers who tronted tho inGctivc rolo of tho UNEF as a joke. 
Nursed in tho heroic tr2diti on of the ir struggle ago.inst Russin 
during tho onrly d::iys of the second world wnr, they s ought an 
out lot in fonts which, though wild, wore illustr:..". tive of tho ir 
courngo. At Sho.rn-ol-Sheikh, for cxm.1ple, a soldier woulc1 
plunge into tho Red Sen ~nd swir1 a bout until ho attracted o 
shark. With tho shnrk bohino_ h:in, tho hur.10.n do coy woulc1 than 
hoo. c1 f or tho shore, o.ttro.ct ing the fish within ro.ngo of his 
coru-no.os who, urned with rifles a.nu. nutorr-.tic weapons, woro 
lining the cliffs. To our knowloc1.go tho Finns sufforoC'. no 
cnsucll tios, nl thouc91 the so.r.10 c cmnot bo s c. i r1 for the sh::trks. 

4. The Gazo stri~ is nbout 40 n iles long and ab out 
five iJ.iles wide. It is bounc1oc1 by I s r nol on the north anC:.. 
east, by the Moditerrononn on tho west oncl by the Sinai cl..istrict 
of Egypt on the south. It is n po.rt of tho olo_ Pnlestinc, placed 
unde r Egyptian adninistr~tion because of the thousands of P..rnb 
refugees who stronne<l into this C'..I'eo ns n rosul t of the wo.r 
between Isrnol anQ the Arab no.tions in 1948. Its boundaries 
are 0.efined by n nnITow ditch but these have never boon nocoptea. 
by Egypt, us tho very existence of Israel is denied by the 
Egyptian nuthoritics. The vill2 Ge of Beit Hunun is situated 
to the north of the strip no 8r.tho Isrceli frontier. The coastal 
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town of Gaza also lies to tho north of tho strip, about ton 
n il es f ron the Isr:i.eli Frontier. South of Ge zo. o.ro tho 
villC1gos of Do ir-ol-Bo.ll nh ana. Khnn Yun is, with R~fClh on tho 
southern border of the strip. Thirty n ilos south of Rcfnh is 
tho tovm of El .A.rish which is tho ~;rovincial capital of Sina i. 
During tho year 1957/58 tho eight ronn inine; contingents of tho 
UN"EF were responsible for g unrdi ne; sectors of tho :l.I'l~istico 

Donnrcc.tion Lino fron North to South 2. S foll ow: -

a) D!iNOR* Bn bnsod on Beit Hanun; 
b} Swedish Bn based on Gaza; · 
c) Indian Bn bnsoc on Do ir-ol-Bnllah; 
d) Colonbian Bn ba s e d on !Qian Yunis; 
o) Brazil Bn b2sod - n Rnfah. 

Tho International Fron ti or wo.s :')ntrolloc1 f r on Ra f uh by a 
Squac1r on of tho l/~ (Conndio.n) HussC1rs R.C . .... . c., bo. soa. on 
Rnfah, one by Tho Yugoslav Roco.nnuis so.nce Bo.tto.lion based on 
El f....rish. Fron El l'..rish oust t o tho Gulf of Akaba on tho Ro u 
Son , Otto rs of tho R. C • ..:'... .F. bu sod on El .l'..rish unc'tort ook th is 
task, aic1..oa. by desert out:;:iosts rmnnoc1 by tho Yugoslo.vs. Thero 
was n snnll garrison of tho UNEF locnto c1 o.t ShGrn-ol-Shoikh to 
guard tho old Egyptian a r n y instalL~ tions there. Tho Hoo.d ­
quartors of tho m~EF WQS loc~ton in Gnza, while tho ho acquo.rtors 
of tho Mnintonance nroa was housed in nn olc. British .Arny Cnn1-, 
at Rnfnh. Tho R .c .. ti. .F. dotnchnont wns bo.sec1 at El !1Xish. 

5. Tho nowconor ::i.rrivinG by plo.no a t El ::..rish is 
ino.odio. toly inprossod by the barrenness of the ~lo.co. Turning 
away fron the a.irf iela instnllntion ho sees nothing but tho 
gl nre of sanQ stretching GWO.Y fl ntly to vn1oro tho horizon is 
bounde c1. by n d ist<'nt r ::;nc o of hills. It is hot an c1 s oon s· like 
tho land of Genesis before the oc rth hc:d cooled or life wns 
created. Two n ilos o.wo.y 1 h ':'Vrnvor, there is irrico.tion o.nd tho 
flnt-roofoc1 h ouses of tho town ~re surroun~oQ by clnto-po.l rIB, 
fi e s nnd olives. 

6. The roo.d fron El .L\rish to Ro.fo.h was built by 
tho British as a n nin northern route frc:n the ,'Juoz Cmnl Zona 
into Pa.lostino . It requires na inton~nco but is still in a. 
r onsonable st8te of r op8. ir. It winc"'.. s firs t through (1..unos 
criss-crossed by tho tra cks of cc:i.n ols ownocl by tho Boc.ouins 
who nro tho n onn d ie inhnbit~ts of this c.ro :1 ~ Hora anc1.. thoro 
tho c.unes h .::ve driftocl o. cross the r oc:(1.. ~m e'.. cane s of r,~c~od 

n8. tives arc a t work dicgine out tho s an d with crude shovels. 
They a re baref oc·tecl :::wc1 d irty and n ako c<.er isi vo ciosturos ets 
tho white pctintec1 jeop drives by. 

7. Fo.rthor north tho s nnc givos way to o. nL~turo 
of snn cl anc1 clo.y which is sufficient to nurture scr~ttoro c1 

scrub nn c1 bushes. These bushos boa r o. roe fl ower which c1ovolops 
into whnt l ooks like o. n ininturo chestnut. Insid e this is tho 
kernel fron which ca stor oil is Linde. Fl ocks of sheep and 
goo.ts, tocother with :: few oonels, Qre browsinG, tonc"'..ed by 

*.:\ conposite bnttalion rm c"'..o U j) of Dnnes nnc1 Norvro c; io.ns. 
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youne Bedouin e irls c..ressed fro~ hea d to f oot in l oose bl~ck 
~nrnents, who veil their f Gcos cs wo approo ch. It is inpossiblo 
t o i)h otogra.ph then ns this is a c ontrnvontion of Moslen la.w o.nc1 
if tho j oop woro to sl ow dov·m for this purp ose 1 thoy woul d. 
rapidly sca.ttor into tho cesort. 

8. In IJlncos, os11oc'io. lly in tho sh Clllow c1..ofilos, 
tho rond hl\s boon broken by nir-strikos, o.nc,_ cruc1oly pnt chod. 
Hero tho ccrco.sos of Eeyptio.n n ilita.ry vohiclos lie rustinc in 
tho dosort, o.s n result of tho lichtninc Isra.oli conra.ien of 
1956. Thoso twisted Q!ld nnncle~ wrecks o.ro t o b e f ound linine 
ovary rmj or r on cl in '3inni. 

9. Ro. f nh Ca.np is a l:::trr.;o c o.ro of pornanent builc1incs 
o.n c1 wo.s et rm j or British Or c:.netnco Dep ot in the Soc onc1 V\Torl d Wa.r. 
The UNEF Mnintonance nroa is centre d hero, stQffo d by Ca.na.dinns 
t oc-;othor with n few Incl.inn nc1D.inistro.tive troo:.)s. Thora o.ro 
lnrr;e t ank ho.nc;ars used by R.C.IL, R.C.L . :'3.C., R.C.A.M.c., 
R.c.o.c. etnd R.C.E .M.E . The co.n p is sorvicod by ro.il as well 
o.s by the :a ain roa d fr on the Co.nal Zone, throur;h El Arish, to 
Gnzn. During tho Israeli with c'1. r nwo.l fron :Sinai, build.in(jS wero 
lnrc;ely denolished or dnna ~ed by tho Jews, so that rebuilding 
and renovation WQS a. najor task for the onc inoors of tho first 
continr;ont, nnd wa. s still continuifiG after tho de po.rturo of the 
s0cond contine ont. New works inclucl..ed: -

(n) 
(b) 
( c) 
(d) 

1 
e) 
f) 
i:d 

The UNEF Hospital; 
The BLUE BERET Rocroo.tiona.l Ho.11; 
Two ehurches, Protost~nt nnd RoL'...D.n Catholic; 
lUl electrio nl j_! owor house, toc ether with 
distribution syston; 
Kitchon for Indian tro ops; 
POL point with to.nks und ~ur..ips; 

h'l.trines, showers, urina.ls. 

Ronov::Lti ons and n uintono. nce are n c ontinuinc procrnone. 

10. Drivinc n orth to Ga.za, the l and boc ones noro nna 
noro f ertile , .until at Go.zn itself thore Qro oro.nc;e c;rovos, 
cypress trees, n ir..ioso. ho c1e:;os nnc1 n nsses of flowers. Irriention 
fron unc1..or3r ound cisterns is possible nn d is r r ;:'. ctisod in this 
nroo.. Hore· the noIJD die tribes c i vo wo.y to tho v illoe;Grs who 
live in nud-wo.lled houses oncl.. cultivate cro~-:s. It is interostine; 
t o soc m:on, co.nols a.no. even donkeys imllin-:; woodon })louchs 
which o.o little n oro thnn scratch tho surf ::: ce of the c rowi(1... 
Meth ods can have cha.ne ed vary littlo since biblical til~os, nnd 
it is a. connon sir~ht to see lonG-robo c1, veil oc1.. w0nen returning 
fron the wolls with e c.rth0nwnro urns bale.need on their hee ds. 
/J.l this is in s roc.t contra.st to tho n ochanizec u.gricul turo 
pr c cticod by tho Isrcolis on the oth0r si~e of the Dorinrc o.tion 
Lino, 

11, Ho~dquo.rt ors of tho UNEF is in a n odorn, sincµe-
stnroyod block in the n ew -:-' art of t ovm. Fron h ero, Liout-
Genor o. l E .L.M. Burns, a Cnnnd i Gn, co:Jnan ds the UNEF. It is 
stnffod by re pr esentatives of nll c ontinc ents ::'Jld in o. ~dition 

contc ins civilio.ns frori UN Hea dquo.rtors in New York. Sone of 
thes e civilians ci re wonen of v r..ri ous n.:1 tionnlitios nnd con11etition 
to escort then is undoubtec1ly sevoro. Lcconnoa.c:tion f or the 
stc. ff is found in villus sc ~,ttoroc1 throu c;llout tho t own, 
nunberinc n bout sixty in ull. 
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12. Ba.tt ::.1. lion o. oconnodo.tion throu (Shout tho Ga zo. 
Strip o.nd in the des ert out~os ts is l a r Bcly t ent e d, thouGh 
us e ho. s been no.de of per no.n ent build i nss wh or e they exis t. 
Much wns c'..ono by tho Co.no. dian en c inoor s t o i..."'.11Jrovc t ont ocl 
a ccorJnodntion 0urinc; the ye Ct r I \"lr'.s there. A 11Nationo.l 
C0ntin3ont Proc;ro.r1r.10 11 wo.s co.r r toc1 out, virtu::llly c onpl otod in 
Mnrch 1958, which J:rovidod tont-ki ts for all t t:mt s , f ly-i.1roof 
kitchens, showers, l atrines and urinals. Tent-kits o.ff oraod 
wooden and fly-scroonod wo.lls , o.n d fl oor s of concroto-tilo. 

13. Tho over a ll picture cc.n be su.....1Jl~o.rizo d by 
s a y inc :-

(a) Tho hondquo.rt ors of tho UNEF is nt Ga zo., 

( b ) Fron Go. zo. Gon or c. l Burns c on.nan ds a.bout .5000 
nen, dr awn fron e i e:;ht countries , wh oso r ol e 
i s t o :TU.-: r d tho pee. c o a l one, t ho nrnistico 
line bet ween Ec;ypt o.n d I s r ael. 

(o) Th is f orc e is na into. inod b y Cc:.no. c1io.n 
o.cl:-1inistrc. tiv o unit s o.nc_ Ind. i nn o.c1ninistrnti vo 
troops c. t R::;f Gh. 

(d) Tho forc e is SU:'J11 orto cl by R.c.: ... F. o. ircro.ft 
ba s e d at El /...rish. 

14. In conclusion, I should like t o include s on e 
r Gn don thoue)lts [1nd inpr ossions unc1or vnrious hoc. dine s:.-

(a) Heo.dguarters of tho UNBF: 

( i) 

(ii) 

Tho Comandor . L. c;rin, col ourle ss persona lity 
who seon od sineulo.rly lackinc; in o. sense of 
hunour. He wo.s very deliberate. Ho dealt with 
o.11 continc onts inpartio. lly as vms illustrated 
by his wourinc a UN uniforn believed to be of 
his own desien o.s 0:1~1 os e d to Canctdia.n unif or:n1 
and tho n cticulous way in which ho a.ttond oc1 all 
contincont functions. Ho seon oc1 to be thG ric;ht 
nan to c onn and o. f orco c onnittod to c.n inncti vo 
role , o.nd hodgoc1 o.round with politicc:l booby­
tra.ps. 

Stnff Officers. Recruited fron a.11 continecnts. 
Insufficient knowlc dBo of En~lish o.nd sto.ff 
procedures loc1 t o tho pronul~a.ti on of o.n bicuous 
or c1ers, sone of which it wa.s i npossi ble to 
ir1plenont, Cona.dh~ n ~rocodurcs, duo to tho lo.ck 
of o.ny others, wer e l ar Goly ndoJ tod as a r esult 
of vi~oro us r o~resontntions by tho C~nadian 
Mo.inten8nco :..roo. st~ff, but those wore n ot 
nlwo.ys bes t f or l o cGl conditions. For insto.nco , 
o. Loc istics Policy Instruction wns forced 
through de~1ling with the opera tion of tho t.JN.CF 
Enc; inee r Conpnny on s :L.--:iil:-.r 1 inos to the _·:..rr1y 
Works 3orvic es in Ca.no.c1 -.:: . The unit wets reore;:::nized 
t o f it this instruction, whero:;..s it n i c,ht h o.ve 
been bettor t o dr 8w u~ instructio~s t o fit the 
pe culi~r role of th e unit, In Sopten bor 1957 
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t horo wore n o sea.las of issue , cm c1 fow we r e 
pronijlgut ocl. by Sop t o!·1:Jor 1958 . It wns vary 
a.iff icul t f o r tho Orc-;.nc;nco Cor.::;>2 ny t o functi on 
without those , c.nc1. l~~ ck of firr.1 sccilos of 
c. c connoc..1ntion l oc1 t o :-'. co ocl c1o : ~ l of unno cossciry 
work f or tho enc-; i noor s . Every r o quest hnt to 
bo trcntec in c'.. ivi c:ua lly, lo ncl inr; t o friction 
o.nd j oo.l ous i os bc two on bctt cilions . 

(i i i ) Civilinn st2ff nm __ bor s . 

Thero is n o r~oubt thut tho re nl i ... owor lo.y in tho 
hc:n r~s o f cort ;_lin koy ci vilions whc wo re sent ove r 
fron Unit ofl_ 1 nti cms ho:-:; c1q_unrt ors in Now York . 
Tho Chie f ~',.cl.ninistrnt ivo Officer vms ono of thos o 1 
onc1 ho controlloC. tho : _~ urso .strinc, s . Very little 
c ou l d be dono wit h out his authority . In c onorcll , 
c ivilic.~ns l o. ckoc!.. knc:wl c cle;o of o.rny prococl.uros c.s 
is instcmc oc. by tho r ofus 2l of o. civil i an t o 
c.uthorizo visit s r:: t Unitoc1 N>:tions oxnonso bv o. 
Co.no. c io.n c .o. t o his dotc chnonts worklnr, on tho 
doeks in Port Sai J . Civilinns s orvod with UNEF 
f or :Jo rioc1-. s of six nonths , c:nc-i_ th o r os ul t c-lnt 
to.kine - over anc han cl inG- ov or j obs l ed to roC.ucocl 
off icioncy . 

(b ) Proourorrnnt 

This vi t c. l brc:n ch WC<S not e ff ic i e n t . Co. t o l oeuos 
should hc~vo boon h ol (''- by r r ocuronont 2nd by 
requisition inc, unit s such ns I~n ::.:: ineer s o.rnl 
Or dnance . In tho Gbsonc o of those , itons wore 
r e quisitioned b y C'.os cri:_1tion nn c'.. it wc-. s loft 
l o. r c oly t o the wh in of tho ~-·ro curono nt off ic or ns 
t o what quality of it on WC'-.S ::r ocuroc1 . There wc:s 
also r oo~~1 f o r e rr or i n tro.ns:;:>os iti un fr on tho 
r oquis i ti :;n t o th o ur .-".o r . 1\s o..n ox ci:::-1plo , n r o quo s t 
f or r a t - t nil s prin;_. s ~~r oc'.ucod r.:: t -tra~1s, Lines of 
su~L;)ly wo r o l ont, , o.. c r ot: t nany it ons bo inc pr o curoc1 
fr on tho U .8 ,;_;_ . .:.ny m1b i cui ty in c.os cription l oc1 
to intorn ino. bl o do l o. ys . In ny op i nion , this br c.nch 
s h ou l c1 h nvo boon l o cc.t oc1 o.t R::: fo.h with tho 
Mnintonnn ccr ~':...r oa unit s so thnt au ostions c oul d h:J.vo 
boon ir0ned- out ··n tho SJ? ot . It wa s o. l wnys 
frustr o.tinc to know th"'- t s ono 40 ;·1ilos north of 
Rc-.fnh w-::. s a r-i_y nc.;·1_ic w·ost orn- typo s t o.t o , Isretol , 
whi ch c oul c":. hovo SU Vi)lioCL tho bulk of our noe t s . 
;\s Isrc.o l hno_ r ofus ccl. t o o.llow UN troons to bo 
at ationcc'. on its so il i n tho o. utu:m of - 19.56 no 
Cl.oalinc s with Isrno l wor o ~-. ornittoC'. oxcopt i n 
c ~so of ciro ono r c on cy . 

(c) Tho Battalions 

Their j ob of guc. r c1.in r~ t ho .:...rn i s ti oe line was 
borin r; ~ Thero wo r o n o nc. j or incicl. onts t o tho 
bo st of n y knowled :=_~: o c:urin;_; tho yo ct r I wns thoro . 
Mon woul cl. sit in observ '.:'. tion posts tra i ning thoir 
b inoculo.rs on Isr~ o l . Occosionc.lly n f ow sheep 
vrnuld viola.to tho or c1..o r . Tr oups wor e rot c. t oc1 
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froquontly, etnd f r ori eve ry b ntt:; l i on hc c.'. (l..quo..rt ors 
beaches wG r o noc r. Moro.l o was e;onor 2lly hic;h, 
o.cc ount oC. f or by tho f 2 ct .s trr:t tho ir stronc ths 
cont c. inod c. h i ch :. or c ont.-::~o of cons cri j_)ts who 
n ieht ~s woll bo in l'.: cSPt c.s c.t h ono , pny w;::..s 
hiGhor tho.n tho net t i onc: l s c o.l os , t our of c1- uty in 
no.ny cc s os wa s for only six nonths, a nd the ir 
lic ht t :: sks ono.blo thon t o n2ko full uso of loctvo 
quotet s o.nc1 vrnlf [' r o tri:_:;s to JerusCJ.lon i n J or c1nn . 

(d) Maintonc:nco ::..roo. 

Rc fCl.h Can p hous oc1 the hoe'.CJ.quc.rtors of Mo. intono.nco 
,\ roo. 1 which cons istoc1. of tho Co··:ino.nc1or of tho 
Co.no.dinn Cont insont , Doputy CorliK:n c1..o r, n~·.u."...&Q}.1G , 

.St a.ff Co.pt:J. in L 1 C'.!lc1 .sto..ff Cc.:it e i n Q, . wh o ulso 
c.oublocl GS Ca.nuc1 i on Q,uart or rn1st c:r, L H . Q, . Conpc.ny , 
c ont n. ininc a 1:m j or nn c"'.. "'.·'Jolfc'.ro Officer, worke r. 
directly unc1or this honc1ounrtor s . Thero woro 
the foll o;vin8 units: - -

(i) 1/8 Cc1n Russo.rs R.c.:... .c. This was Gn 
opor Cl. t i ono. 1 unit , 

(ii) Tho lThTCF Enr;r Ccnpc:ny R . C .:c • 

(iii) .56 (Ccrnoc1- i nn ) 8ir~nnls CODJ;cny H ~C.C.:S, 

(iv) .56 (Co.no.C.io.n) Tro.ns i')ort Conpa.ny R.c.:-.. . :S .C. 

( v) Tho UNEF Hos pi ta.l (Consist in c of R . C •· ''" .M .C. 
i-1ors onno l o.nc1. o. Norwo c~i :m Nioc1ic-:: l Conpnny). 

(vi) Tho UNEF Ordn nnco Cun1x1 ny R.c.o.c . (with nn 
Ind ian Se cti on ntt o. chod ). 

(vii) .5 6 ( Cana. C. i o.n ) I nfo.nt ry V.forkshop R .c .E .M .E . 

(viii) Tho UNEF Bo.so Pos t Offi~o . 

In nc1rl ition thor o W :1S c: Dont f1.l -3oction, Pay Office , 
Moc1icGl St ores, Chnpl n ins , nnc1. n Public Rolo. t i ons 
Off icor, nll Cc:n :..1ci.inn . Thero WClS o.lso n Provost 
c1o t f'. chr2ont of n ixc cl.. n r'.tiono.lity. Tho Inc1.. iQ!l 
:.c1.r.iinistr::1.tivo Troops SU:Jplioc1 pers onnel t o run tho 
SUyDlY Dc~ot nnd POL ro int nn d n trnns,ort Dlntoon 
which vrorkod in. c onjunction with tho Cc.nc.c1icin 
trc:ns port c on~1nny . 'I'hey o.l so o:"'or i'. t oc1. the PX . 
~:J. l n<: j or units we re res pons i blo c.dr.1inistret t ivoly 
t o HQ. l\1n int onnnc o _·i.ren . 011orc.t i onctlly thoy cc..:10 
c1 iroctly unc1..o r HQ, mmF. Tho busies t units woro 
tho one; ino ors, s i :-~ncils, or c1nnnco c.nc. the R . C .E .M .TI . 
workshop . L.n G ir of f r us trc-,ti on could bo sonse c1.. 
nt Re fnh ns n r osul t of l c1ck of nolicy cnr1.. d iro ct i on 
fron Ga.zn . To t c.ko ~mo instcrnc o ; it wns ostin -: t oc1 
by R .C.E .M .~ . thGt n. s nc.ny n.s thirty c1ifforont 
typos nnd n or1.e ls of vehic l os o::;: i s t oc1 in tho i"oro o . 
Snndy c onditions, conbinod with n l ow st ~nc~r~ of 
unit nC1 inton::i.nco in the cnntin :_ont s , locl.. t o blovm 
heed :?/lskots, brokon ro o. r s ~~rinc s , worn ;)r 8.ko c'.runs , 
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sovor o tire vrncir , ~s v:oll o.s trc.nnniss i on :ind 
oxhcust s yst e;:i r oy1irs . 8 ituc. t od ~- . t tho onc1 of 
n lone su111~1y lino , s ~··.'.l roo vmr o o.l wc.ys n rroblo:::1 . 

"Mnj or Cox* ctnc'.. his HCJ~MC Ma chs 
Ho.vo Cl c ou ounc1 full of br '.)kon rlown wre cks . 
They're n ot .::-t ::w i nc on , Thoytro not novinc on . 
It br ooks our hoo.rts 
But the r e nr o n ~--. s~.·-::-~ r o ~1 :-: rto . 

Thoy ' r o n· t r~ovin c:, on . " 

R . C .E .M .E . pross oc1 for stc.nc1 o.r c1 iz ~~ti on , but in Juno 
19.58 now lic;ht :.'or sonnol c.:t rry inc; vehicles wor e 
~:rocuro c"1. . Thoy wo r e Citrocns, o. n cc'..o l l:iithort o 
unknown t o tho f o rc o . 

( o) L C) cc,lly r ocrui t ocl. _QJ_v_i~iet ns ·· 

Tho onr. inoo r un i t on1)l oy oc1 tho l~:. r:.:;o st nun bor , 
nm,' r oxino.t oly .500 . Tho koy ci vilic.ns , -cloric o.l 
ns s ist -:n ts , f or onon r' f works , ewe:. s t oro - kco 1Jors 
woro l a. r c oly Greeks , wh o he. cl i)r ovi ously boon 
trc.inuc,_ ..inc on~~1 0yc,1_ by tho British . The y wore 
Christ i cms • Tr ~1c1os ::- 1on nn c1 l o. bourors wor e .!...rn bs , 
anc1. nostly M::th onnoc1o.ns . 

Public h olic1..8.ys we r o c on~·lic o. t ot 1)y this as on 
Christinn holiC1.:J.ys wo h-:-. c1 Cl l ab ;m r force without 
su:;_1orvisors ' ·wh ile nn Mos l on h oli ::.,_o. ys WO hn c1.. tho 
supervisi on , but n o l :1b 0ur . Rc .. r.:::i.:dnn, ::i lhs l on 
;1oriod ~lf f o.st in: ; wh ich l o.s t s f r on one !·1ocn to 
tho n oxt durinc; ~:brch ::tnc1 .·'i.: _,ril , is o. very 
c1oliont o t :L::10 . .l. M.ci.h or.!.- lG C .. c n is net por r_littoc1 by 
his r olie.i on t o oithor oc.t or cl.r i nk r:.urint_~ c'.o..y ­
lic;ht h ours f or '.1 wh r ~l o .r1onth . :~t th o sottinc 
of th o sun ho c or c,os h; n.solf , s!J.okos his wo. t or ­
:i) i:;_ o r:mc c1-rinlc3 coff e e i nt o tho nicht . The n ext 
c1-~-:: y , nn c.1- os :io cio.lly ::-_ftor n f ew do. ys of this , ho 
i s n et a vory of f o oti vo worker . It is h :'t o.n c1 ho 
is r.·a rch oc:. with thirst . T o:·l~1 urs bo c one r ·--: ,:;c;oc1- . 
Chris ti::t.n fore.Den .;ro oirou:.1s ~)o ct in tho ir 
c1o:i.lin:;s v•r ith wor kers 2 t this t i:.:10 , .'"'. s nc n o.n wishes 
t o invit o o. b l ow o vor tho h onr:-1.. with shovel or 
crowb2r . 

Fow l obcurors c oul cl rocH~ or wr i t o , nn c1 j}ny sho ots 
wore n work of Qrt , 11s i rpoc1;; in bluo by s pa.tul::~ t o 

thunbs . 

It ·wo.s f ouncl thn. t s u j_)c rvis ory :. ors onnol o.n d 
trndosnon , c:os:_)ito th eir ) rin itivo t ool s , wor o 
e ooc1 workers ctn (1 cr~ i ftsrlGn . L2 bourors wore 
inclined to i dl o in tho non r os t :;c:.tch of sh o.c1..o 
c-,n c".. r o ouir oc~ s tronc; su1·1orvisi on . 

*co of .5 6 Cdn Inf vV1cs:i , R . C . ~ .M .E . 



• w 

'• 

- 8 -

(f) E r~Y"Dticm Guthoritios . 

Rol c.ti on s ci.t our l ovol yro r o n o ithor close n or 
corc1i c: l . Tho Governor of Rc.f o.h , 8.n E-;y~)t inn o.r n y 
c o.~;t G. in , ins i s t oc1- on su!:r. lyin.:_, ln]our , but this 
vr2 s c ircw.:won t ocl. whor ovc r :_ ossi bl o , ns it Yms 
f ound th8. t work ers s u:~: .,liod GctEJ c"'. ns his s~ ios to 
kGol-' h:L.1 inf orned of UN ".ctivitios . Polic e c icl. 
su~1plioc1- by hin t o ~~r ovont r ._. i (s nn r1 theft s in 
RCl f t.., h Co.nj_) wo.s inoff octuc l . 

-_:; c ypt is vory ;::mch ;} ;clico st ·.:l to nnc"'. 2 close 
wntch i s ko;1t on i nc_ivicl. uc l rl'wo:1onts . Pe rr1its 
nro issued l)Of ur o a n -,~S.Y:i_!ti :rn nc, y ontor Sinc: i , 
nl thcu~h .'Jin;ii is n :._::rt of l!: .: ypt , r: n c1. nn othor 
_1o r n it is r oq_uir oc1.. t o on t or tho C-G z n stri:_. . 
Thus o. vrorlrnr on~:l oyo r1 C'. t Rc: f ch nooc1Gc1 only o. 
Sin::ti :io r.n it . He coul c1. n ot bo c1ivort oc'. t o o. 
j ob furth er n c rth without n C-n zo. ~~o rnit . This 
hc.n~_~or oc1.. tho flexib ility of our l nbr ur f orcG, 
o.nc1. is s ues c.n cc i·onono l s of ~·o rnit s wa s .-::i. l one; 
~1rctwn out ;·roc ocluro . 

Movonont 0r (1.or s DnC r o;-:(l_ ~. or n its vrc r o r oQuir oc1. 
bo f oro n UN vohicl o coul c"'. --r oc o c1 south of 
El i'..rish . Thor a woro fivo ::trt10C'. cho ck ::•os ts 
bo tvmon ::£1 ... ~ris h nn c"'. tho 3uoz C,:no.l , whore 
ior ,·1its wo r o scrutinizo c1. . _'.._t Ko.nt --.. r :J. , on tho 
Suoz Cci.nc.l , custo; s c:.uthoritios o:;ce'.,;.,"'linoc"'. ovary 
UN vohicl o :_:r ocooc".in ~ in or out r,f tho :S uoz 
Cr.no. l · Zon e . 1",.s 1Jotl1 this Z0n o ~nr1 Sine. i nro ~. o.rt 
of -Z:.::S ~:'t , tho :_ ·roco c-...uro a:x_'oc: r oc"'. t c bo sonowh nt 
unnocoss2ry . No c on~_,linont s wo r e ov or :_-:::lie'.. to 
off icc r s of tho Ul\T~..GF by E.:_:y r tian s ol c1i cr s . Wo ho.cl. 
thu fG Glinc; th:;t WO wor e in T!; (_';yJt r:n SUf fo r ;lnCo 1 

the. t wo wor o n useful buff or bo t 1·voo n Isreto l c.n d 
Ef,y::t f or tho t i no boin e:; , :)ut th-: t wh on tho E(~Y l'ticrn 

n.my wDs r o - o qui:_~:1oc1 c-~ft or tho c:: t nst r o::_:iho o f 195 6, 
it w0ulc1 bo G rliff oront story . This forobcc1 inc; wo.s 
fulf illoc_ t o n s n~1 ll oxtont in Juno 1957 whon tho 
l!!cy ~1ticrnn r oqu os t oc1 tho return. of t ho buil c1_ inr_:.s 
housinr~ tho D,".N OR Br.ttt r. .lion ho:l.11-qua rtors nt Boit 
H::i.nun . ."... now b2ttc:lion ho 'H1qunrtors wo.s buil t a.t 
short n c.tico , c vo cu2ti on i nt o t hG now CQrl:· wc-. s 
conpl ot od in Lue:;u s t 1957, c.nr1.. the ol c1. cC'..D.:., WQS 
t :tkon ovor by the l~cs :.~t i ::ns . It W(: S the s c:.rw 
story c. t tho riflo -r~---.n ~_ . o in ';1;1 :..rish . This wci s 
us ec1 b y ·~11 mr::I:F troo:i_'s until the Er.'.S:L1tic: n ./.:rn y 
nov ec1 into El ~"'i.rish c.ro:::t ("'.urin .:s 19 57, vrhon us o of 
it v1:::t s L"1r10d i o.toly curto. iloct. 

( .rr· ) Isr '.:'..o l . 

This vv-:J s tho s i co of tho f once whore tho ::,rc.ss 
ve ry def i nit ely gr ew c;r oono r . No tr :_-.. v ol int o 
Isr:::-.al wa s =-·10ss i blo with·)ut S)o cific o.uth,)rity 
fron HG1 ID~}!, . :~uthr'r ity wets r e.r oly c i VGn , Q~K'.rt 

fron enerc,encie s such ns noc1.ic c.! l evGcu .. tion to 
the hos) it2 l n t Tol .:~viv . 3torios t ol c1 by the 
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c1rivors on the ir r ot urn, of br onzoo. o.nnz ons, 
dro ss e ~ i n briof shorts en ~ o;on bl ouses , 
vrnr k i nc, in the f i ol ci.s wer e c:. i st i nct ly t~ntnlizinc; 

t o de s e rt troo~ _· s , 

In t h i s f or t ilo f i el rl.. n .r;o~ t'.'. r1.or: l nnr o c oulc1.. h c: vo 
be on done . Wo l f et r o ~Jrc.nch ::tt H~. tmJ.I:F or c:;-' nizod 
l oQVO contra s n t Cc:. i r e C::urin:, tho vvintcr n.ont hs 1 
Qnc1 c t .'~l ox:rn c1.r i o. r1..urinc th o sw:i:."lo r . Wo lfe.r e 
tri:•s t o J crus2 l on wo r e 1.::l s o .':'. rr l'. n ~o c1. f r o.:-.1 Go. zn . 
Th o UI\JEF :~ro lf ~r o Of f icor obt ~ inoO. c c n cur t ·-:nrtios 
fr on ,'J cnn ( i no. vi ct , u.s:~ , YU '> s lo.v i n , ::-. nr-. It a.ly , but 
n o Cc! ncic. i nn c on c (J rt r nrty vms over f orth c oni n c, . 
Cnnn c1.. i 2n wol f ::::.r o c ons i s t ed l Cl r c; oly of f il;-1s , nows ­
ixi.p ors on c1 r.Ktt.;nzinos . Tho r u wos n o n us ic in tho 
Rocro-:: t i onnl Ho.11 , c nt fo rr f ·.~ c il itios Cl t t ho b en ch , 
whor e c: r .:: f t t o (1.. i vu fr on ~n c-1 o. s cft - t~rink s t o.nc.1.. 
woul ( h8 vo buon ri]Ji~ r o c ic. to c~ . I n n y O) i n i on , ctn 
inctr~ in:::: tiv o ~. 1r o <:.r2rn0 nt Ro. f c_h woulr1 h cvo r oliovoc1.. 
tho r-wn ot ony c f t ho t ou r . ~"..s it WC1.S , u n it s woro 
l of t nuch t o t h o ir own r1..ovicos :::n C'. obt --. i noC s trone 
s up:, ort fron tho .:1on . Tho RCID.m i. Binc,o n i c;ht i ; c:n c1.. 
Cnno r :-'. club wor o both s uccess ful . 

( i) Cl ir18t e . 

Durin c.; t h o s ~'}:"'1or nonths , t ho ::.'.Vor ::ce t or'..j_io r etturo 
wc.: s et b out 110'; . It wo. s n :1.r y ho c. t , ctnc1.. n ot un~~1lo ci. s ::.nt . 

Hours cf wor k o t R:::f nh c1.urinc tho s urn or vro r o f r on 
070 0 h <)urs t o 1300 h ours s i x ci.o..ys c: woek ·with :i. 

hnlf - h our c cf f o o 'or oo.k . :~t or tho n i tc1.. :::i. y n onl , t ho 
nn j ority vmulc1.. co t o t h o 1.Jo n ch until n:1::.:ir ox i no.t oly 
1600 h ours in r ocrur'. tion2l trc-,ns:,:,crt f ounC'. by un it s . 
Tho :"'o r i o c"'. bot woen t ho 1.J02 ch on c1. cl_innor wns u s unlly 
on.1:i l oy or1.. in writ i n :_, l ott or s . : ,.ft or ,..,~ inno r , tho 
r.1os s os onc1.. c nnt oGns s howe ~1.. ;.iov i os C.<.::ily, i n t h o 
oj_xrn , '1n c1.. of cour su r'".r i nks wor o cho o.11. HQ, UNEF 
nt G::i. z et s t c.rt o -". wor k l o. t or , o..n c" went '.Jn ck f or t wo 
h our s in the e v oninc; s . 

Fr on Novgn'.:Jo r t o Fobru .'."'.r y it i s c0c l , nver~ c,ine 

c.1.out 45 , ;~n r1.. t en t - s t ov es .::: r o nu cos s o. ry . Hoc.vy 
r 1....i n oc curs in Nov01'J.bor :-i.n c1.. Do c on bcr e nc".. c1os ert 
11wor1. is " (tho usunlly C:.ry c,ulli os) rise suCJlonly 
o.n a. bo cono f o2!.ling t orrent s , int unu:;tinr~ 

co_rin.unic CltiDns with out·:,ost s . The \~. t or s ubs i c,os 
:.::i l nos t a s r oriit ly o.n c!. col l e cts i n n'.2 tur~21 cis t or n s 
unr"'..c r :...;r ounc"'.. . It i s s uffi cient t o s u:;.i_"'lY c1rink i n ,-_;­
w:i.t or t h r 'm e:h :.mt t ho h ot s o.::i. s on . 

Dros s i n SU7J:."lor w:_1. s bush- trou s er s ci n c'.1 o~_;en -no ckoc1.. 
shirts v.ri th s l e e ve s r olloc!. ur , Bc t t l o - c1..r oss ~Jl ous o s 

wor e wor n with bush t r ouse r s- i n tho wint e r . 
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(j) Local inhabitants. 

Tho inhnbitnnts of the nron 2ro i:..rc.b, Boc1ouins in 
the South nnd v illo.e;ers nnC. tovms people in tho 
north. In add ition, nbout half a. nillion .trcb 
rofusoes f ron tho ol d Pnlestine nro crowded into 
tho Gaza strip. Theso refugees ore nnintainec1 at 
a b~re subsistonco lovol by a branch of tho United 
Nations , the United Nations Work nnd Relief 
:...s socic.tion (UNWRii. ). Tho a.rrivo.l of tho UNEF hns 
been of benefit to tho l ocnl population c.s before 
littl e opportunity of onploynont oxistoc .• 

The ..'....rnb is onotionnl, irros11onsible o.nc1. volo.tilo . 
Ho is easily swayed by roliticnl nconts. Tho 
original pc.rty -lino np~!o ci. rod t o be :pr o-UNEF, but 
l atterly c.o;i tnti on a. c;a ins t tho UN1i;F wa s o.ppa.ront, 
nnc1. there wore sone incidon ts inv0l vine the ston ing 
of UNEF vehicles. Nur1orous imblic holida.ys wero 
:proclctinod fr on Cc iro t urinG 19.58 to colobrnto 
unongst other thincs Ecypti CUl Inr1.opon c'1.enc o Dny, 
the f or rr tion of tho Unite c1. : ....ro.b Roru~)lic, tho 
r ebe llion in Iraq, nnd tho :1c'o f o:J t ;1 of tho Israelis 
in 1956. No unessontic.l nov onent of UN vehicles 
WQS I_)o r n itt oc1 o. t those tines . 

Rnfah C2r11~ , with its stock- p iloS' of stores wo.s tho 
scono of nunor ous thefts. Bronk-ins a.nc1 rnids wore 
froquont. 

(k) Social ~ctiviti os . 

T o relieve tho nonot'my of c1:i ily r outine , 
opportunit i os wer e 2~·~ c1.o t o visit othe r continc,ents. 
Evory S:-: tu.rdc. y the Bro.zilic.ns hol e: o. "Gaucho nic;ht" 
conplete with b.::tr bo cuo r'.nc: n us ic fron cui t ors. 
Thero wore functi ons on ctll 11 n ::-:tion~l c,,_a ysn s o~10 

of which wer o i npr ess i vo . Tho J:Tor-vve ,:;i c:n s , on tho 
occasion of Kine Olav's b irthda y, obt CT inod infantry 
unif or us ctci.tinc fr on tho oc: rly nineteenth century 
fron the ir n ilitc.ry n usoun. in Os l o , cm c1. c:r ossoc1 a 
3unr d - of-h on our i n those . Tho event s wo ro alwnys 
c ol ourful, tho Inc1.i o.ns in " blues " with c ol ou:roc. 
turbcns , tho Brnzilic:ns , Cnnn c'. ic~ns , Danos, 
N or vvo c; i ans , o..n ci. SwoG.os in J:,Jwki, · crnc1. tho Col onb i ci.ns 
o.n c~ Yuc;oslo. vs in c r oy. Tho :p i i)O - b2.nc1. f r on tho 
Ind i nn par~chuto battalion, in scarlet an~ tarta n, 
plnyinc; 11 Tho r oncl. t o th" Islas 11 nnc1. othor Scottish 
nirs so o:·1oc" .. inc onc,ru, us but wc: s of fo cti vo . Tho 
c.. ccont in tho UNEF wns o n co-o~ornti on , crnc1 .. social 
L.ff airs such as those '1ronotcn. t ol c r anco cmct 
uncors t nnc1.inc . 

(1) Conclusion . 

_",. futur e hist orian shoulcl. c::ir ofully oxctnino tho 
structure of conno.nd in UNEF . ~1.rcrn it off octi vo? 
Tho UJ'IBF o.s it wc:s o r [p niz ocl .. 1Jor c little rol r:tion 
t o tho _'...rr1y, Corrs , Division, Bris nco structure 
:::s wo know it, or t o t ho ..' .. .rn y, Conixrnc1 ::in d _·...roa 
or~o.nizntion . Tho hc::-:cl.quo.rtcrs of tho DlY!'EF was 
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unwi e l C'Ly f or whc.t vms virtuCllly n Br i 3ctc1.o Ho2c1-
quo.rt ors , but it shoul c~ :Jo r o:·1on'Jo r oC!. th[[ t in 
nc:ny Tl·'.tt or s it oz:o rcisor'l .. : .. ewe r s n or no.lly r oso rv oc.1 
t o hi~h or o cho l ons . 

Hets tho f orc e :::ichiovoc1 its ·:\ur·'cso ? This :10.y 1J6 
t o0 ocrl y t o s a y . In Gon or al Burns ' words od(r ossod 
t o th o off icors of tho Cnnn c1 ian continc;ont t owc.rC..s 
tho Oll l~ of 19.57 , 111rho UNi~F is n f orc o int or }lOSO Q 
;)o twoon two n nti c1 ns I s r ::..w l ~~nCL B:~YJ.1t, t o kO Oj) tho 
l)GC CO . a Whilo tho ·1or~co hc.s boo n k oi·.i t in tho s outh , 
~~rly in 19.58 , Ecy}i and Gyric bo cnr~ ono n~tion , 
Tho Uni t ocl. : ..re 'o Ro:·mbl ic . Thus , c.l thou c;h tho 
11 fr ont cfoor 11 is GU~r c'1..oc.1. , -~c;ypt now h c:s o. cu.1r1on 
fr ontie r vrith Isrno l in tho n orth , c.n Q this , 
conb inoC. with 0GYj_)t ' s ci.vovvor1 intontion of c1rivin~ 

Israe l int o tho son , uc.y bo of intor os t in tho 
future . 
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